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PREFACE. 


T  hu  been  the  purpose  of  the  Publishers  to  condMue  into  the  coQTenient  form  of  a  single 


folnme  the  aeatlered  frugments  of  local  historj  and  to  giw  aa  an  aid  to  the  ooming 
aeanher  after  lustorieal  tradi  a  ajateiiiatie  recital  of  orenti  In  their  relatiouB  to  die  labor  of 
ereating  and  dtnlopiiig  La  GncM  County.  The  labor  beatowed  iqpon  diia  wwk  haa  been 
patim^  perfermed ;  it  ia  for  the  pnblio  to  determine  the  degree  of  aneoMB  attuned. 

The  elaborate  and  highly  intereiting  article  on  the  Press,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Charles 
Seymour,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  portions  of  the  book.  Therein  has  a  i^killed  writer  drawn 
a  clear-cut  analysis  of  a  noted  character  before  the  country,  and,  although  himself  a  political 
and  business  opponent  of  the  man,  Mr.  Seymour  has  evinced  a  moral  courage  that  ia  admirable; 
he  has  dared  to  see  and  define  the  good  qualities,  aa  well  as  the  mental  attributes,  of  a  nature 
whidi  is  worUiy  of  the  attention  of  psyoholo^sts.  The  tacoess  of  Marie  M.  Pomeroy  arast  be 
aeknowledged  one  of  the  noted  jonmalistie  phenomena  of  this  generation;  and  the  foots 
recorded  in  Mr.  SsTmonr'a  sketch  will  supply  the  historian  of  the  war^period  with  most  ang- 
geative  and  signifiesat  data  fnmi  which  to  draw  oonoliuions.  The  La  Crosse  Ihmoerai  was  a 
representative  of  an  element  in  the  national  life  which  history  cannot  ignore ;  and  he  who  writes 
must  turn  to  La  Crosse  for  a  description  of  that  human  instrumentality  which  was  the  startling 
embodiment  of  an  idea. 

In  general  terms,  thanks  are  expressed  to  the  Clergy,  the  Press,  the  Pioneers  and  the 
Pnblic,  for  ctHrdial  oo-eperatum  in  the  compilation  of  this  book. 

That  die  Histoiy  of  La  Crosse  County  as  here  presented  may  be  satisfootoiy  to  all — a 
•entimentf  we  confess,  that  is  bold,  in  view  of  the  freedom  and  diversity  of  opinion — ^is  the 
sinoere  |ni>yer  of 


THE  PUBLISHERS. 


SiPTBMBn,  1881. 
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HISTOBY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

BY    O.   W.  BUTTERFI£L.I>. 


I.— WISCONSIN  ANTIQUITIES. 

The  first  exploien  oS  the  vellesrs  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Miarisaippi  and  its  tiibntariei^ 

ttcm  not  to  have  ooticed^  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  existence  within  these  vast  areas  of 
monuraents  of  an  extinct  race.  Gradually,  however,  as  the  tide  of  emigration  broke  through  the 
barriers  of  the  AUeghanies  and  spread  in  a  widely  extended  flow  over  what  are  now  the  States  of 
the  Northwest,  these  prehistoric  vestiges  attracted  more  and  more  the  attention  of  the  curions 
and  the  learned,  until,  at  the  jntent  time,  almost  erery  peison  b  presumed  to  have  some  general 
knowledge,  not  only  of  their  existence,  but  of  some  of  their  striking  peculiarities.  Unfortunately, 
these  signs  of  a  long  since  departed  people  are  fast  disappearing  by  the  never  ceasing  operations 
of  the  elements,  and  the  constant  encroachments  of  civilization.  The  earliest  notices  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  kingdom  of  this  region  are  to  be  found  in  its  rocks;  but  Wisconsin's  earii- 
est  records  of  men  can  only  be  traced  in  here  and  there  a  crumbling  earth-work,  in  the  fragment 
of  a  skeleton,  or  in  a  few  stone  and  copper  implements— dim  and  shadowy  relics  of  their 
handicraft. 

The  ancient  dwellers  in  these  valleys,  whose  history  is  lost  in  the  lapse  of  ages,  are  desig- 
nated, usually,  as  the  Mound-Builders ;  not  that  building  mounds  was  probably  their  distinctive 

employment,  but  that  such  artificial  elevations  of  the  earth  are,  to  a  great  extent,  the  only  evi- 
dr-nres  remaining  of  their  actual  occupation  of  the  country.  As  to  the  origin  of  these  people, 
dii  knowledge  must,  possibly,  continue  to  rest  upon  conjecture  alone.  Nor  were  the  habitations 
«f  this  face  confined  to  the  territory  of  which  Wisconsin  now  forms  a  part.  At  one  time,  they 
must  have  been  located  in  many  ulterior  regions.  The  earth-works,  tumuli,  or  "  mounds,"  as  they 
are  generally  designated,  are  usually  symmetrically  raised  and  often  inclosed  in  mathematical 
figures,  such  as  the  s(juare,  the  octagon,  and  the  circle,  with  long  lines  of  circumvallation. 
Besides  these  earth-works,  there  are  pits  dug  in  the  solid  rock ;  rubbish  heaps  formed  in  the 
prosecution  of  mining  operations;  and  a  variety  of  implements  and  utensils,  wrought  in  copper 
or  stone,  or  moulded  in  clay.  Whence  came  the  inhabitants  who  left  these  evidences  to  succeed- 
ing generations  ?  In  other  words,  who  were  the  Mound-Builders  ?  Did  they  migrate  from  the 
Old  World,  or  is  their  origin  to  be  sought  for  elsewhere  ?  And  as  to  their  manners  and  customs 
and  civilitatioii— what  of  these  things  ?  Was  the  race  finally  swept  from  the  New  World  to  give 
pboe  to  Red  men,  or  waa  it  the  one  from  wlucb  die  latter  descended  f  These  momentous  ques- 
tions are  left  for  the  ethnolof^t,  the  uchieologitt,  and  the  antiquarian  of  the  future  to  antwei^ 
i<' they  can. 
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Indonires  and  mounds  of  the  prehistoric  people,  it  is  generaUy  believed,  constituted  bat 
parts  of  one  system;  the  former  being,  in  the  main,  intended  for  purposes  of  defense  or  religion; 
the  latter,  for  sacrifice,  for  temple  sites,  for  burial  places,  or  for  observatories.  In  selecting  sites 
for  many  of  these  earth-works,  the  Mound-Builders  appear  to  have  been  influenced  by  motives 

•  which  prompt  civilised  men  to  choose  localities  for  their  great  marts;  hence,  Cincinnati,  St. 
Louis,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  aiad  other  cities  of  the  West  are  founded  on  ruins  of  pre-existing 
structures.  River  terraces  and  river  bottoms  seem  to  have  been  the  favorite  places  for  these 
earth'Works.  In  such  localities,  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country  could  be  made  available 
with  much  less  trouble  than  in  portions  of  the  country  lying  at  a  distance  from  water-coanesi 
In  Wisconsin,  therefore,  as  in  other  parts,  the  same  general  idea  of  selecting  points  contiguous 
to  the  principal  natural  thoroughfares  is  found  to  have  prevailed  with  the  Mound-Builders;  for 
their  works  are  seen  in  the  basin  of  the  Fox  river  of  the  Illinois,  in  that  of  Rock  river  and  its 
branches,  in  the  valley  of  Fox  river  of  Green  bay,  in  that  of  the  Wisconsin,  as  well  as  near 
the  waters  of  the  Mississippi. 

While  a  few  circumvallations  and  immense  mounds,  such  as  are  common  to  certain  other 
portions  of  the  United  States,  are  discoverable  in  Wisronsin,  yet  by  far  the  largest  number  of 
earthworks  have  one  peculiarity  not  observable,  except  in  a  few  instances,  outside  the  State. 
This  characteristic  is  a  very  striking  one  The  fact  is  revealed  that  they  are  imitative  in  form- 
resembling  beasts,  reptiles,  birds,  fish,  man.  All  these,  for  convenience,  are  usually  classed 
under  the  general  name  of  "animal  mounds,"  although  some  are  in  the  similitude  of  trees,  some 
of  war  flubs,  others  of  tobacco  pipes.  Generally,  these  figures  are  in  groups,  though  sometimes 
they  are  seen  alone.    For  what  purpose  these  earth-works  were  heaped  up — they  rise  above  the 

-surface  two,  four,  and  sometimes  six  feet— «r  what  particular  uses  they  were  intended  to  subserve^ 
is  unknown.  It  is,  however,  safe  to  affirm  that  they  had  some  significance.  A  number  resemble 
the  bear;  :\  fi-w,  the  l)uffalo;  others,  the  raccoon.  Lizards,  turtles,  and  even  tadpoles,  are  out- 
lined in  the  forms  of  some.  The  war  eagle,  and  the  war  club  has  each  its  representative.  All 
this,  of  course,  could  not  have  been  a  mere  happening — the  work  of  chance.  The  sizes  of  these 
mounds  are  as  various  as  their  forms.  One  near  Cassville,  in  Grant  county,  very  complete  in 
its  representation  of  an  animal,  supposed  to  be  of  the  elephant  species,  was  found,  upon  measure- 
ment, to  have  a  total  length  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet,  .'\nother  in  Sauk  county,  quite 
perfect  in  its  resemblance  to  the  form  of  a  man,  was  of  equal  length — a  veritable  colossus', 
prone,  it  is  true,  and  toon  to  disappear,  if  it  has  not  already  been  destroyed,  by  ravages  of  a 
superior  civilisation. 

In  portions  of  Wisconsin,  as  well  as  in  a  few  places  outside  the  State,  are  found  earth-works 
of  another  kind,  but  quite  as  remarkable  as  the  "animal  mounds,"  which,  from  tlieir  supposed 
use,  have  been  styled  "garden  beds."  They  are  ridges,  or  beds,  about  six  inches  in  licight  and 
four  feet  in  width,  ranged,  with  much  apparent  method,  in  parallel  rows,  sometimes  rectangular 
in  shape,  sometin^es  of  vuiotts  but  regular  and  symmetrical  curves,  and  occupying  fidds  of  from 
ten  to  a  hundred  acres. 

The  Mound-Builders  have  left  many  relics,  besides  their  earthworks,  to  attest  their  presence 
in  Wisconsin  in  ages  past  Scattered  widely  are  found  stone  and  copper  axes,  spear-heads,  and 
arrow-heads,  also  various  c»ther  implements— evidently  their  handiwork.  As  these  articles  are 
frequently  discovered  many  feet  beneath  the  surface,  it  argues  a  high  antiquity  for  the  artificers. 
Whether  they  had  the  skill  to  mould  their  copper  implements  is  doubtful.  Such  as  plainly  show 
the  work  of  hammering,  indicate  an  art  beyond  that  possessed  by  the  Red  men  who  peopled 
America  upon  its  first  discovery  by  Europeans.  In  a  few  instances,  fragments  of  human  skulls 
have  been  found  so  weQ  preserved  as  to  enable  a  comparison  to  be  drawn  between  the  cnmi«  of 
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this  ancient  race  and  those  of  modern  ones ;  the  results,  however,  of  these  cumpuiMmt  tillow 
Httle,  if  any,  light  upon  "the  dark  backward  and  abysm  "  of  mound-building  times. 

The  evidences  of  an  extinct  people  of  superior  intelligence  is  very  strikingly  exhibited  in 
the  ancient  copper  mines  of  the  Lake  Superior  region.  Here  are  to  be  found  excavationa  in  the 
wlidrock;  heaps  of  rubble  and  dirt;  copper  utensils  fashioned  into  knives,  chisels,  and  spear 
and  arrow-heads;  stone  hammers;  wooden  bowls  and  shovels;  props  and  levers  for  raising  and 
supporting  the  mass  copper;  and  ladders  for  ascending  and  descending  the  pits.  These  mines 
vere  probably  worked  by  people  not  only  inhabiting  what  is  now  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  but 
tenitory  farther  to  the  southward.  The  copper  was  here  obtained,  it  is  believed,  which  has  been 
found  in  many  places,  even  as  far  away  as  the  northern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico^  wrought 
into  various  implements  and  utensils.  But  there  are  no  traces  in  Wisconsin  of  a  "  copper  age'* 
succeeding  a  "  stone  age,"  discernible  in  any  prehistoric  relics.  They  all  refer  alike  to  one 
age— ihe  indefinite  past ;  to  one  people-^he  Mound-Builden. 

II.— THE  INDIAN  TRIBES  OF  mSCONSIN. 

When,  as  early,  it  is  believed,  as  1634,  civilized  man  first  set  foot  upon  the  territory  now 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  Wisconsin,  he  discovered,  to  his  surprise,  that  upon  this  wide 
ana  net  and  mingled  clans  of  two  distinct  and  wide^read  families — the  Algonquins  and 

Sioax.  The  tribes  of  the  former,  moving  westward,  checked  the  advance  of  the  lattv  in  their 
excursions  eastward.  As  yet  there  had  been  no  representatives  of  the  Iluron-Iroquois  seen  west 
of  Lake  Michigan — the  members  of  this  great  family,  at  that  date  dwelling  in  safety  in  the 
extensive  regions  northward  and  southward  of  the  Erie  and  Ontario  lakes.  Already  had  the 
French  secured  a  foot-hold  in  the  extensive  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  and*  naturally  enough, 
the  chain  of  the  Great  Lakes  led  their  explorers  to  the  mouth  of  Green  bay,  and  up  that  water- 
course and  its  principal  tributary,  Fox  river,  to  the  Wisconsin,  an  affluent  of  tlic  Mississippi. 
On  the  rif^t,  in  ascending  this  bay,  was  seen,  for  the  first  time,  a  nation  of  Indians,  lighter  in 
compJerion  than  nei^boring  tribes,  and  remarkably  wdl  formed,  now  well  known  as  the 
Menomonf-es. 

This  nation  is  of  Algonquin  stock,  but  their  dialect  differed  so  much  from  the  surrounding 
tribes  of  the  same  family,  it  having  strange  guttural  sounds  and  accents,  us  well  as  peculiar  inflec- 
tions <rf^  verbs  and  other  parts  of  speech,  that,  for  a  long  time,  they  were  supposed  to  have  a 
distinct  language.  Their  traditions  point  to  an  emigration  from  the  Ekst  at  s(wne  remote 
period.  When  first  visited  by  the  French  missionaries,  these  Indians  subsisted  largely  upon  wild 
rice,  from  which  they  took  their  name.  The  harvest  time  of  this  grain  was  wt  the  month  of 
September.  It  grew  spontaneously  in  little  streams  with  slimy  Uottuius,  and  m  marshy  places. 
The  harvesters  went  in  their  canoes  across  these  watery  fields,  shaking  the  ears  right  and  left  as 
'hey  advanced,  the  grain  falling  easily,  if  ripe,  into  the' bark  receptacle  beneath.  To  clear  it 
from  chaff  and  strip  it  of  a  pellicle  inclosing  it,  they  put  it  to  dry  on  a  wooden  lattice  above  a 
small  fire,  which  was  kept  up  for  several  days.  When  the  rice  was  well  dried,  it  was  placed 
to  a  akin  of  the  form  of  a  bag,  which  was  then  forced  into  a  hole,  made  on  purpose,  in  the 
fiwnid.  They  then  tread  it  out  so  long  and  so  well,  that  the  grain  being  freed  from  the  chaff, 
»as  easily  winnowed.  After  this,  it  was  pounded  to  meal,  or  left  unpounded,  and  boiled  in 
vater  seasoned  with  grease.  It  thus  became  a  very  palatable  diet.  It  must  not  be  inferred  that 
this  was  the  only  food  of  the  Menomodees;  they  were  adepts  in  fishing,  and  hunted  with  skill 
ttte  gone  which  abounded  in  the  forests. 

For  many  years  after  their  discovery,  the  Menomonees  had  their  homes  and  hunting 
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grounds  upon,  or  adjacent  to,  the  Menomonee  river.  Finally,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century  and  a 
quarter,  down  to  1760,  when  the  French  yielded  to  the  English  all  claims  to  the  country,  the 
territOTX  of  the  Menomonees  had  shifted  somewhat  to  the  westward  and  southward,  and  their 
principal  village  was  found  at  the  head  of  Green  bay,  while  a  smaller  one  was  still  in  exbteace 
at  the  mouth  of  their  favorite  stream.  So  sii^^ht,  however,  had  been  this  change,  that  the  OOUntiy 
of  DO  other  of  the  surrounding  tribes  had  been  encroached  upon  by  the  movement. 

In  1634,  the  Menomonees  probably  took  part  in  a  treaty  with  a  representative  of  the  French, 
who  had  thus  early  ventured  so  far  into  the  wilds  of  the  lake  regions.  More  than  a  score  of 
years  elapeed  before  the  tribe  was  agam  visited  by  white  men, — that  is  to  say,  there  are  no 
authentic  accounts  of  earlier  visitations.  In  1660,  Father  Rene  Menard  had  penetrated  the  Lake 
Superior  country  as  far,  at  least,  as  Kewenaw,  in  what  is  now  the  northern  part  of  Michigan, 
wlwnce  some  ot  his  txmdi  companions  probably  passed  down  the  Ifenomonee  river  to  the 
waters  of  Green  bay  the  following  year;  but  no  record  of  the  Indians,  through  whose  territory 
they  passed,  was  made  by  these  voyagers.  Ten  years  more — 1670 — brought  to  the  Menomonees 
(who  doubtless  had  already  been  visited  by  French  fur-traders)  Father  Claudius  Allouez,  to  win 
them  to  Christianity.  He  had  previously  founded  a  mission  upon  the  bay  of  Chegoimegon,  now 
Chaquamegon,  or  Ashland  bay,  an  arm  of  Lake  Superior,'  within  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin, 
in  charge  of  which,  at  that  date,  was  Father  James  Marquette.  Proceeding  from  the  "  SauU"on 
the  third  of  November,  Allouez,  early  in  December,  1669,  reached  the  month  of  Green  bay,  where, 
on  the  third,  in  an  Indian  village  of  Sacs,  Pottawattamies,  Foxes  and  Winnebagoes,  containing  about 
six  hundred  souls,  he  celebrated  the  holy  mass  for  the  first  time  upon  this  new  field  of  his  labors, 
— eight  Frenchmen,  traders  with  the  Indians,  whom  the  missionary  found  there  upon  his  arrival, 
taking  part  in  the  devotions.  His  first  Christian  work  with  the  Menomonees  was  performed  in 
May  of  the  next  year.  Allouez  found  this  tribe  a  feeble  one,  almost  exterminated  by  war.  He 
■pent  but  little  time  with  them,  embarking,  on  the  twentieth  of  that  month,  after  a  visit  to  some 
Fottawattaroics  and  Winnebagoes,  **  with  a  Frenchman  and  a  savage  to  go  to  Sainte  Mary  of  the 
Sault"  His  place  was  filled  by  Father  Louis  Andr6,  who,  not  long  after,  erected  a  cabin  upon 
the  Menomonee  river,  which,  with  one  at  a  village  where  his  predecessor  had  already  raised  the 
standard  of  the  cross,  was  soon  burned  by  the  savages  ;  but  the  missionary,  living  almost  con- 
stantly in  his  canoe,  continued  for  some  time  to  labor  with  the  Menomonees  and  surrounding 
tribes  The  efforts  of  Andr£  were  rewarded  with  some  conversions  among  the  former ;  for  Mar- 
quette, who  visited  them  in  1673,  found  many  good  Christians  among  them. 

The  record  of  ninety  years  of  French  domination  in  Wisconsin — beginning  in  June,  167 1, 
and  ending  in  October,  1761 — brings  to  light  but  little  of  interest  so  far  as  the  Menomonees  are 
concerned.  Gradually  they  extended  thdr  intercourse  with  the  white  fur  traders.  Gradually 
and  with  few  interruptions  (one  in  1738,  and  one  in  1747  of  a  serious  character)  they  were 
drawn  underihe  banner  of  France,  joining  with  that  government  in  its  wars  with  the  Iroquois; 
in  its  contests,  in  171a,  17S9, 1730,  and  1751,  with  the  Foaes;  and,  subsequently,  in  its  conflicts 
with  the  English. 

The  French  post,  at  what  is  now  Green  Bay,  Brown  county,  Wisconsin,  was,  along  widi  At 
residue  of  the  western  forts,  surrendered  to  the  British  in  1760,  although  actual  possession  of  the 

former  was  not  taken  until  the  Fall  of  the  next  year.  The  land  on  whirh  the  fort  stood  was 
claimed  by  the  Menomonees.  Here,  at  that  date,  was  their  upper  and  principal  village,  the 
lower  one  being  at  the  mouth  of  the  Menomonee  river.  These  Indians  soon  became  reconciled 
to  the  English  occupation  of  their  territory,  notwithstanding  the  machinations  of  French  traders 
who  fndeavored  to  prejudice  them  against  the  new  comers.  The  Menomonees,  at  this  time, 
were  very  much  reduced,  having,  but  a  short  time  previous,  lost  three  hundred  of  their  wanriors 
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brthe  small  pox,  and  most  of  their  chiefs  in  the  late  war  in  which  they  ha/1  been  engaged  by  the 
then  French  commander  there,  against  the  English.  They  were  glad  to  substitute  English  for 
FitDch  traders ;  as  they  could  purchase  supplies  of  them  At  one  half  the  pncc  they  had  previously 
paid.  It  was  not  long  before  the  gincerity  of  the  Menomoaees  was  put  to  the  test.  Pontiac's 
Warof  1763  broke  out,  and  the  post  of  Mackinaw  was  captured.  The  garrison,  however,  at  Green 
bay  was  not  only  not  attacked  by  the  savages,  but,  escorted  by  the  Menomonecs  and  other  tribes, 
crossed  Lake  Michigan  in  safety  to  the  village  of  L'Arbre  Croche ;  thence  making  their  way  to 
Montreal.  The  Menomonees  continued  their  friendship  to  the  English,  joining  with  them 
^nst  the  Colooies  during  the  Revolution,  and  fighting  on  the  same  side  during  the  war  of 

\Vhen,  in  July,  1816,  an  American  force  arrived  at  Green'  bay  to  take  possession  of  the 
country,  the  Menomonees  were  found  in  their  village  near  by,  very  pciLcably  inclined.  The 
conmsnder  of  the  troops  asked  permission  of  their  chief  to  build  a  fort.  "  My  Brother  t*  was 
the  response,  "  how  can  we  oppose  your  locating  a  oottncil-fire  among  us  ?  You  are  too  strong 
for  us.  Even  if  we  wanted  to  oppose  you  we  have  scarcely  got  powder  and  ball  to  make  the 
attempt.  One  favor  we  ask  is,  that  our  French  brothers  shall  not  be  disturbed.  Vou  can  choose 
uy  place  you  please  for  your  fort,  and  we  shall  not  object.**  No  trouble  had  been  anticipated 
from  die  Menomonees,  and  the  expectations  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  that 
regard  were  fully  realized.  What  added  much  to  the  friendship  now  springing  up  between  the 
Menomonees  and  the  Americans  was  the  fact  that  the  next  year — 1817 — the  annual  contribution, 
wiiich  for  many  years  had  been  made  by  the  British,  consisting  of  a  shirt,  leggins,  breech-clout, 
ud  blanket  for  each  member  or  the  tribe»  and  for  each  family  a  copper  kettle,  knives,  axes,  guns 
sad  ammunition,  was  withheld  by  them. 

It  w.is  found  by  the  .Americans,  upon  their  occupation  of  the  Mcnomonee  territory,  that 
some  of  the  women  of  that  tribe  were  married  to  traders  and  boatmen  who  had  settled  at  t'tC 
head  of  the  bay,  there  being  no  white  women  in  that  region.  Many  of  these  were  Canadians  of 
French  extraction ;  hence  the  anxiety  that  they  should  be  well  treated,  which  was  expressed  by 
the  Menomonees  upon  the  arrival  of  the  American  force.  At  this  period  there  was  a  consider- 
able trade  carried  on  with  these  Indians  at  Prairie  du  Chicn,  as  many  of  them  frequently  win- 
tered on  the  .Mississippi.  The  first  regular  treaty  with  this  tribe  was  "  made  and  concluded"  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  1817,  "by  and  between  William  Clark,  Ninian  Edwards,  and 
AugQste  Chouteau,  commissioners  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the 
one  part,"  and  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  deputed  by  the  Menomonees,  of  the  other  part.  By  the 
terms  of  this  compact  all  injuries  were  to  be  forgiven  and  forgotten  ;  perpetual  peace  established; 
lands,  heretofore  ceded  to  other  governments,  confirmed  to  the  United  States  ;  all  prisoners  to  be 
deihrered  up ;  and  the  tribe  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  ''and  of  no  other 
nation,  power,  or  sovereign,  whatsoever."  The  Menomonees  were  now  fully  and  fairly,  and  for 
the  first  time,  entitled  to  be  known  as  "  .American  Indians,"  in  contradistinction  to  the  term 
which  had  been  so  long  used  as  descriptive  of  their  former  allegi.Tnce — "  Uritish  Indians." 

The  territory  of  the  Menomonees,  when  the  tribe  was  taken  fully  under  tlic  win^  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  bad  become  greatly  extended.  It  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  dividing 
ridge  between  the  waters  flowing  into  Lake  Superior  and  those  flowing  south  into  Green  bay  and 
the  Mississippi ;  on  the  east,  by  Lake  Michigan;  on  the  south,  by  the  Milwaukee  river,  and  on 
the  west  by  the  Mississippi  and  Black  rivers.  This  was  their  territory  ;  though  they  were  prac- 
tically restricted  to  the  occupation  of  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  lying  between  the 
•with  of  Green  bay  on  the  north  and  the  Milwaukee  river  on  the  south,  and  to  a  somewhat 
indefinite  area  west.   Their  general  claim  as  late  as  1S25,  was  north  to  the  Chippewa  country: 
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east  to  Green  bay  and  Lake  Michigan ;  south  to  the  Milwaukee  river,  and  west  to  Black  river. 
And  what  is  most  surprising  is  that  the  feeble  tribe  of  1761  had  now,  in  less  than  tlirce  quarters 

of  a  century,  become  a  powerful  nation,  numbering  between  three  and  four  thousand. 

The  Menomonee  territory,  as  late  as  1831,  still  preserved  its  large  proportions.  Its  eastern 
division  was  bounded  by  the  Milwaukee  river,  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  Green  bay,  Fox 
river,  and  Winnebago  lake;  its  western  divisbn,  by  the  Wisconsin  and  Chippewa  rivers  on  the 
west;  Fox  river  on  the  south  ;  Green  bay  on  the  east,  and  the  high  lands  whence  flow  the  streams 
into  T-ake  Superior,  on  the  north.  Tliis  year,  however,  it  was  shorn  of  a  valuable  and  large  jiart 
by  the  tribe  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  the  eastern  division,  estimated  at  two  and  one  half 
million  acres.  The  following  year,  the  Menomonees  aided  the  General  Government  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war. 

That  the  Menomonees  might,  as  much  as  possible,  be  weaned  from  their  wandering  habits, 
their  permanent  home  was  designated  to  be  a  large  tract  lying  north  of  Fox  river  and  east  of 
Wolf  river.  Their  territory  farther  west,  was  reserved  for  their  hunting  grounds  until  such  time 
as  the  General  Government  should  desire  to  purchase  it.  In  1836,  another  portion,  amounting  to 
four  million  acres,  lying  between  Green  bay  on  the  east  and  Wolf  river  on  the  west,  was  dis> 
posed  of  to  the  United  States,  besides  a  strip  three  miles  in  width  from  near  the  portage  north, 
on  each  side  of  the  Wisconsin  river  and  forty-eight  miles  long  —  still  leaving  them  in  peace- 
able posaeasion  of  a  country  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  long,  and  about  eighty 
broad. 

Finally,  in  1S48,  the  Menomonees  sold  all  their  lands  in  Wisconsin  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, preparatory  to  their  movement  to  a  reservation  beyond  the  Mississippi  cf  six  hundred 
thousand  acres ;  but  the  latter  tract  was  afterward  re-ceded  to  the  United  States ;  for,  notwith- 
standing there  were  treaty  stipulations  for  the  removal  of  the  tribe  to  that  tract,  there  were 
(•bstaclcs  in  the  way  of  their  speedy  migration,  resulting,  finally,  in  their  being  permitted  to  remain 
in  Wisconsin.  Lands,  to  the  amount  of  twelve  townships,  were  granted  them  for  their  permanent 
homes,  on  the  upper  Wolf  river,  in  what  is  now  Shawano  and  Oconto  counties — a  portion,  but 
a  very  small  one,  of  what  wr,s  once  their  extensive  possessions.  To  this  reservation  they  removed 
in  October,  1852.  Thus  are  the  Menomonees,  tlie  only  one  of  the  original  tribes  of  Wisconsin 
who,  as  a  whole,  have  a  local  habitation  within  its  limits.  This  tribe  refused  to  join  the  Sioux  in 
their  outbreak  in  i86t,  and  several  of  their  warriors  served  aa  volunteers  in  the  United  States 
army  during  the  late  civil  war. 

It  is  now  over  two  centuries  since  the  civilized  world  began  to  gain  knowledge  of  the  exist- 
ence, in  llie  far  West,  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  known  as  the  Winnebagoes — that  is,  0/  the  sea; 
pointing,  possibly,  to  their  early  migration  from  the  shores  of  the  Mexican  gulf,  or  the  Pacific. 
The  territory  now  included  within  the  limits  of  Wtsconrin,  and  so  much  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
as  lies  north  of  Green  l)ay,  Lake  Michigan,  the  Stmits  of  Mackinaw  and  Lake  Huron  were,  in 
early  times,  inhabited  by  several  tribes  of  the  Algonquin  r.ice,  forming  a  barrier  to  tiie  Dakotas, 
or  Sioux,  who  had  advanced  eastward  to  the  Mississippi.  But  the  Winnebagoes,  although  one  of 
the  tribes  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  latter,  had  passed  the  great  river,  at  some  unknown 
period,  and  settled  upon  the  head  waters  of  Green  bay.  Here,  this  "  .c  i  tribe,"  as  early,  it  is 
believed,  as  1634,  was  visited  by  an  agent  of  France  and  a  treaty  (  oncludcd  with  them.  The  tribe 
afterward  called  themselves  Hochungara,  or  Ochunkoraw,  but  were  styled  by  the  Sioux,  Hotanke, 
or  Sturgeon.  Nothing  more  is  heard  of  the  Ouenibigoutz,  or  Winnebegouk  (as  the  Winnebagoes 
were  early  called  by  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  and  the  Algonquin  tribes,  meaning  men  from  the 
fetid  or  salt  water,  translated  !iy  the  Frcn<  h,  I'liants)  for  the  next  thirty-tlve  years,  although 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  tribe  iiad  been  visited  meanwhile  by  adventurous  Frenclunen,  when  on 
the  second  of  December,  1669,  some  of  that  nation  were  noted  at  a  Sac  (Sauk  or  Saukis)  village  I 
on  Green  bay,  by  Father  Alloues. 
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As  early  at  least  as  1670,  the  French  were  artively engaged  among  the  Winnebagoes  trading. 
"  We  found  affairs,"  says  one  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  who  arrived  among  them  in  September  of 
that  year.  "  we  found  affain  there  in  &  pretty  bad  posture,  and  the  mindi  of  the  savages  much 
soued  agiunst  the  French,  who  were  there  tnuling ;  ill-treating  them  in  deeds  and  words,  pillag- 
ing and  canyiag  away  their  merchandise  in  spite  of  them,  and  conducting  themselves  toward 
them  with  insupportable  insolences  and  indignities.  The  cause  of  this  disorder,"  adds  the  mis- 
liooary, "  is  that  they  had  received  some  bad  treatment  from  the  French,  to  whom  they  had  this 
year  come  to  trade,  and  particularly  from  the  soldiers,  from  whom  they  pretended  to  have  received 
■uny  wrongs  and  injuries."  It  ts  thus  made  certain  that  the  arms  of  France  were  carried  into 
Ae  territory  of  the  Winnebagoes  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 

The  Fox  river  of  Green  bay  was  found  at  that  date  a  difficult  stream  to  navigate.  Two 
Jesuits  who  ascended  the  river  in  1670,  had  **  three  or  four  leagues  of  rapids  to  contend  with," 
vhentliey  had  advanced  "  one  day's  journey  "  from  the  head  of  the  bay,  **  more  difficult  than  those 
which  are  common  in  other  rivers,  in  this,  that  the  flints,  over  which "  they  had  to  walk  with 
naked  feet  to  drag  their  canoes,  were  so  "sharp  and  so  cutting,  that  one  has  all  the  trouble  in  the 
world  to  hold  one's  self  steady  against  the  great  rushing  of  the  waters."  At  the  falls  they  found 
an  idol  that  the  savages  honored;  ''never  failing,  in  passing,  to  make  him  some  sacrifice  of 
tobacco,  or  arrows,  or  paintings,  or  other  things,  to  thank  him  that,  by  his  assistance,  they  had,  in 
ascending,  avoided  the  dangers  of  the  waterfalls  which  are  in  this  stream  ;  or  else,  if  they  had  to 
ascend,  to  pray  him  to  aid  them  in  this  perilous  navigation."  The  devout  missionaries  caused 
the  idol  "  to  be  lifted  up  by  the  strength  of  arm,  and  cast  into  the  depths  of  the  river,  to  appear 
BO  more  **  to  the  idolatrous  savages. 

The  mission  of  St.  Francis  Xavter,  founded  in  December,  1669,  by  AlloueZjWas  a  roving  one 
among  the  tribes  inhabiting  the  shores  of  Green  t>ay  and  the  interior  country  watered  by  the  Fox 
river  and  its  tributaries,  for  about  two  years,  when  its  first  mission-house  was  erected  at  what  is 
asw  Depere,  Brown  county.  This  chapel  was  soon  after  destroyed  by  fire,  but  waa  rebuilt 
is  1676. 

The  Winnebagoes,  by  this  time,  had  not  only  received  considerable  spiritual  instruction  from 
the  Jesuit  fathers,  h\it  liad  obtained  quite  an  insight  into  the  mysteries  of  tiading  and  trafficking 
with  white  men ;  for,  following  the  footsteps  of  the  missionaries,  and  buiuctimes  preceding  them, 
vere  the  ubiquitous  French  fur  traders.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  precisely  what  territmy 
was  occupied  by  the  Vi^nnebagoes  at  this  early  date,  farther  than  that  they  lived  near  die  head 
of  Green  bay. 

.\  direct  trade  with  the  French  upon  the  St.  Lawrence  was  not  carried  on  by  the  Winne- 
bagoes to  any  great  extent  until  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  centuiy.  As  early  as  1679^ 
aa  advance  party  of  La  Salle  had  collected  a  large  store  of  furs  at  the  mouth  of  Green  bay, 

doabtless  in  a  traffic  with  this  tribe  and  others  contiguous  to  them;  generally,  however,  the 
sonDtjnding  nations  sold  their  peltries  to  the  Ottawas,  who  disposed  of  them,  in  turn,  to  the 
French.  The  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century  found  the  Winnebagoes  firmly  in 
alliance  with  France,  and  in  peace  with  the  dreaded  Iroquios.  In  1718,  the  nation  numbered 
six  hundred.  They  were  afterward  found  to  have  moved  up  Fox  river,  locating  upon  Winne- 
bago lake,  which  stream  and  lake  were  their  ancient  seat,  and  from  which  they  had  been  driven 
either  by  fear  or  the  prowess  of  more  powerful  tribes  of  the  West  or  Southwest.  Their  inter- 
ooorse  with  the  French  was  gradually  extended  and  generally  peaceful,  though  not  always  so, 
joining  with  them,  as  did  the  Menomonees,  in  their  wars  with  the  Iroquois,  and  subsequently  in 
Adroonfficts  with  the  English,  which  finally  ended  in  1760. 

When  the  British,  in  October,  1761,  took  possession  of  the  French  post,  at  the  he«d  of 
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Green  bay,  the  Winnebagoes  were  found  to  inKiiber  one  hundred  and  fifty  warriors  only  ;  their 
nearest  village  being  at  the  lower  end  of  Winnebago  lake.  They  had  in  all  not  less  than  three 
towns.  Their  country,  at  this  period,  included  not  only  that  lake,  but  all  the  streams  flowing 
into  it,  especially  Fox  river;  afterward  extended  to  the  Wisconsin  and  Rock  riven.  They 
readily  changed  thdr  OOUfieof  trade  —  asking  now  of  the  comraandant  at  the  fort  for  English 
traders  to  be  sent  among  them.  In  the  Indian  outbreak  under  Ponliac  in  1763,  they  joined 
with  the  Menomunces  and  other  tribes  to  befriend  the  British  garrison  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
assisting  in  conducting  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  They  contlnned  their  friendship  to  the  Bngltsh 
during  the  Revolntion,  by  joining  with  them  against  the  colonies,  and  were  active  in  the  Indian 
war  of  1790-4,  taking  part  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Recovery,  uikmi  the  ^f.lnInee,  in  the  present 
State  of  Ohio,  in  1793.  They  fought  also  on  the  side  of  the  British  in  tlic  w.ir  of  1S12-15, 
aiding,  in  1814,10  reduce  Prairie  du  Chien.  They  were  then  estimated  at  4,500.  When,  in 
1816,  the  government  of  the  United  States  sent  troops  to  take  possesrion  of  the  Gieen  bay 
country,  by  establishing  a  garrison  there,  some  trouble  was  anticipated  from  these  Indians,  who, 
at  that  (late,  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  bold  and  warlike  tribe.  \  deputnfion  from  the  nation 
came  down  Fox  river  and  remonstrated  with  the  .\merican  commandant  at  what  was  thought 
to  be  an  intrusion.  They  were  desirous  of  knowing  why  a  fort  was  to  be  established  so  near 
them.  The  reply  was  that,  although  the  troops  were  armed  for  war  if  necessary,  their  purpose 
was  peace.  Their  response  was  an  old  one:  "If  your  object  is  peace, you  have  too  many  men; 
if  war,  you  have  tcx)  few."  However,  the  display  of  a  number  of  cannon  which  had  not  yet  been 
mounted,  satisAed  the  Winnebagoes  that  the  .\mericans  were  masters  of  the  situation,  and  the 
deputation  gave  the  garrison  no  farther  trouble.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1816,  at  St.  Louis,  the  tribe 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  with  the  General  Government;  but  they  continued  to  levy 
tribute  on  all  white  people  who  passed  up  Fox  river.  English  annuities  also  kept  up  a  bad 
feeling.  \t  this  time,  a  portion  of  the  tribe  was  living  upon  the  Wisconsin  river,  away  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation,  which  was  still  seated  upon  the  waters  flowing  into  Green  bay.  In  1S20, 
they  had  five  villages  on  Winnebagp  lake  and  fourteen  on  Rock  river.  In  1835,  the  claim  of 
the  Winnebagoes  was  an  extensive  one,  so  far  as  territory  was  concerned.  Its  southeast 
boundary  stretched  away  from  the  source  of  Rock  river  to  within  forty  tniles  of  its  tnouth,  in 
Illinois,  wliere  they  had  a  village.  On  the  west  it  extended  to  the  heads  of  the  small  streams 
flowing  into  the  Mississippi.  To  the  northward,  it  reached  Black  river  and  the  upper  Wis> 
consin,  in  other  words,  to  the  Chippewa  territory,  but  did  not  extend  across  Fox  river,  although 
they  contended  for  the  whole  of  Winnebago  lake.  In  1829,  a  large  part  of  their  territory  in 
southwest  Wisconsin,  lying  between  Sugar  river  and  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  to  the  Wis- 
consin river,  was  sold  to  the  General  Government;  and,  three  years  later  all  the  residue  lying 
south  and  east  of  the  Wisconsin  and  the  Fox  river  of  Green  bay ;  the  Winnebagp  prophet  having 
before  that  date  supported  the  Sacs  in  their  hostility.  Finally,  in  the  brief  language  of  the  treaty 
between  this  tribe  (which  had  become  unsettled  and  wasteful)  and  the  United  States,  of  the  first 
of  November,  iS37,"The  Winnebago  Nation  of  Indians "  ceded  to  the  General  Government 
**  all  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi. "  Not  an  acre  was  reserved.  And  the  Indians  agreed 
that,  within  eight  months  from  that  date,  they  would  move  west  of  '*  the  great  river.*'  This 
arrangement,  however,  was  not  carried  out  fully.  In  1842,  there  were  only  756  at  Turkey  river, 
Iowa,  their  new  home,  with  as  many  in  Wisconsin,  and  smaller  bands  p'  e-  'iere.  All  h.id  become 
lawless,  and  roving.  Some  removed  in  1848;  while  a  party  to  the  number  of  over  eight  hun- 
dred left  the  State  as  late  as  1873.  The  present  home  of  the  tribe  is  in  Nebnoka,  where  they 
have  a  reservation  north  of  and  adjacent  to  the  Omahas,  containing  over  one  hundred  thousand 
acres.   However,  since  their  first  removal  beyond  the  Mississippi,  they  have  several  times 
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chaaged  their  place  of  abode.   Their  number,  all  told,  is  less  than  twenty-five  hundred. 

When  the  territory,  now  constituting  the  northern  portion  of  Wisconsin,  bee;...  very 

generally  known  to  the  civilized  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
found  to  lie  occupied  by  Indians  called  the  CHiprKWAS.  Their  huntinfr-grounds  extended  south 
frcHn  Lake  Superior  to  the  heads  of  the  Meautnouee,  the  Wisconsin  and  Chippewa  rivers;  also 
Either  eastward  and  westward.  At  an  early  day  they  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Sioux-^ 
t  war  indeed,  which  was  long  continued.  The  Chippewas,  however,  persistently  maintained 
tiieir  position  —  still  occnpying  the  same  region  when  the  General  dovemment  extended  its 
jsnsdiction  over  the  whole  country  south  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  west  to  the  Mississippi. 

By  treaties  with  the  Chippewas  at  different  periods,  down  to  the  year  1827,  the  General  Gov> 
eminent  had  recognised  them  as  the  owners  of  about  one  quarter  of  what  is  now  the  entire 
State.  The  same  policy  was  pursued  toward  this  tribe  as  with  neighboring  ones,  in  the  purchase 
of  their  lands  by  the  United  States.  Gradually  they  jiarted  with  their  extensive  possessions,  until, 
in  1S42,  the  last  acre  within  what  is  now  Wisconsin  was  disposed  of.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Genciil  Govermnent  to  remove  the  several  bands  of  the  Chippewas  who  had  thus  ceded  their 
lands  lo  a  tract  reserved  for  them  beyond  the  Mississippi ;  but  this  determination  was  afterward 
changed  so  as  to  allow  them  to  remain  upon  certain  reservations  within  the  limits  of  their  old- 
time  hunting  grounds.  These  reservations  they  continue  to  ocrupy.  They  are  located  in  Bay- 
iield,  .\shland,  Chippewa  and  Lincoln  counties.  1  he  clans  are  known,  respectively,  as  the  Red 
CKff  band,  the  Bad  River  band,  the  Lac  Courte  Oreille  band,  and  the  Lac  de  Flambeau  band 

Of  all  the  tribes  inhabiting  what  is  now  Wisconsin  when  its  territory  was  first  visited  by 
white  tnen,  the  Sm  s  (Sauks  or  Saukies)  and  Foxes  (Outagamies)  are,  in  history,  the  most  noted. 
They  are  of  the  Algonquin  family,  and  are  first  mentioned  in  1665,  by  Father  .'Mlouez,  but  as 
sepstate  tribes.  Afterward,  however,  because  of  the  identity  of  their  language,  and  their  asso- 
datioos,  they  were  and  still  are  considered  as  one  nation.  In  December,  1669,  AUoues  found 
spoo  the  shores  of  Green  bay  a  village  of  Sacs,  occupied  also  by  members  of  other  tribes;  and 
early  in  1670  he  visited  a  village  of  the  same  Indians  located  upon  the  Fox  river  of  Green  bay, 
at  a  distance  of  four  leagues  from  its  mouth.  Here  a  device  of  these  Indians  for  catching  fish 
airested  the  attention  of  the  missionary.  ^From  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other,"  he  writes, 
"they  made  a  barricade,  planting  great  stakes,  tv\o  fathoms  from  the  water,  in  such  a  manner 
that  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  bridge  above  for  the  fishes,  who  by  the  aid  of  a  little  bow-net,  easily 
take  sturgeons  and  all  other  kinds  of  fish  which  this  pier  stops,  although  the  water  does  not 
cease  to  flow  between  the  stakes."  When  the  Jesuit  father  first  obtained,  five  years  previous,  a 
knowledge  of  this  tribe,  they  were  represented  as  savage  above  all  others,  great  in  numbers,  and 
without  any  permanent  dwelling  place.  The  Foxes  were  of  two  stocks:  one  catling  themselves 
Outagamies  or  Foxes,  whence  our  English  name;  the  other,  MuscfMakink,  or  men  of  red  clay, 
the  name  now  used  by  the  tribe.  They  lived  in  early  times  with  their  kindred  the  Sacs  east  of 
Detroit,  and  as  some  say  near  the  St.  Lawrence.  They  were  driven  west,  and  settled  at  Saginaw, 
a  name  derived  from  the  Sacs.  Thence  they  were  forced  by  the  Iroquois  to  Green  bay;  but 
•He  compelled  to  leave  that  place  and  settle  on  Fox  river. 

Allouez,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Ai)ril,  1670,  arrived  at  a  village  of  the  Foxes,  situated  on 
Wolf  river,  a  northern  tributary  of  the  Fox.  "The  nation,"  he  declares,  ''is  renowned  for 
liong  numerous ;  they  have  more  than  four  hundred  men  bearing  arms ;  the  number  of  women 
ar.d  children  is  greater,  on  account  of  polygamy  which  exists  among  them— each  man  having 
commonly  four  wives,  some  of  them  six,  and  others  as  high  as  ten."  The  missionary  found  that 
the  Faxes  had  retreated  to  those  parts  to  escape  the  persecutions  of  the  Iroquois.  Allouez 
cstabfidicd  among  these  Indians  his  mission  of  St  Mark,  rejoicing  in  the  fact  that  in  less  than 
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two  years  he  had  baptized  "sixty  children  and  some  adults."  The  Foxes,  at  the  summons  of  De 
la  Rarre,  in  if>S.\,  sent  warriors  against  the  Five  Nations.  They  nlso  took  part  in  Denonville's 
more  serious  campaign  ;  but  soon  after  became  hostile  to  the  French,  As  early  as  1693,  they 
had  plundered  several  on  their  way  to  trade  with  the  Sioux,  alleging  that  they  were  carrying  arms 
and  ammunition  to  their  ancient  enemies— frequently  causing  them  to  make  portages  to  the 
southward  in  crossing  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the.  Mississippi.  Afterward  they  became  recon- 
cilrd  to  the  French;  but  the  reconciliation  was  of  short  duration.  Tn  1712,  Fort  Detroit,  then 
defended  by  only  a  handful  of  men,  was  attacked  by  them  in  conjunction  with  the  Mascoa* 
tens  and  Kickapoos.  However,  in  the  end,  by  calling  in  friendly  Indians,  the  garrison  not  only 
protected  themselves  but  were  enabled  to  act  on  the  offensive,  destro]ring  the  greater  part  of  die 
besieging  force. 

The  nation  continued  their  ill  will  to  the  French.  The  consequence  was  that  their  territory 
^1716  had  been  invaded  and  they  were  reduced  to  sue  for  peace.  But  their  friendship  was  not 
of  long  continuance.  In  1718,  the  Foxes  numbered  five  hundred  men  and  "abounded  in  women 
and  children.**  They  are  spoken  of  at  that  date  as  being  very  industrious,  raising  large  quantities 
of  Indian  rom.  In  1728,  another  expedition  was  sent  against  them  by  the  French.  Meanwhile 
the  Menouionecs  had  also  become  hostile;  so,  too,  the  Sacs,  who  were  now  the  allies  of  the 
Foxes.  The  result  of  the  enterprise  was,  an  attack  upon  and  the  defeat  of  a  number  of 
Menomonees ;  the  burning  of  the  wigwams  of  the  Winnebagos  (aAer  passing  the  deserted  village 
of  the  Sacs  upon  the  Fox  river),  that  tribe,  also,  at  this  date  being  hostile ;  and  the  destruction 
of  the  fields  of  the  Foxes.  They  were  again  attacked  in  their  own  country  by  the  French,  in 
1730,  and  defeated.  In  1734,  both  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  came  in  conflict  with  the  same  foe;  but 
this  time  the  French  were  not  as  successful  as  on  previous  expeditions.  In  1 736,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  were  ''connected  with  the  government  of  Canada;"  but  it  is  certain  they  were  far  from 
being  friendly  to  the  French. 

The  conflict  between  France  and  (freat  Britain  commencing  in  1754,  found  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  allied  with  the  former  power,  against  the  English,  although  not  long  previous  to  this  time 
they  were  the  bitter  enemies  of  the  French.  At  the  close  of  that  contest  so  disastrous  to  the 
interests  of  France  in  North  America,  these  tribes  readily  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  the  con- 
querors, asking  tliat  English  traders  might  be  sent  them.  Tiie  two  nations,  then  about  equally 
divided,  numbered,  in  1761,  about  seven  hundred  warriors.  Neither  of  the  tribes  took  part  in 
Pontiac's  war,  but  they  befriended  the  English.  The  Sacs  had  migrated  farther  to  the  west- 
ward ;■  but  the  Foxes— at  least  a  portion  of  them — still  remained  upon  the  waters  of  the  river  of 
Green  bay,  which  perpetuates  their  name.  A  few  years  later,  however,  and  the  former  were 
occupants  of  the  upper  Wisconsin ;  also,  to  a  considerable  distance  below  the  portage,  where 
their  chief  town  was  located.  Further  down  the  same  stream  was  the  upper  village  of  the 
Foxes,  while  thdi  lower  one  was  situated  near  its  mouth  at  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Prairie 
du  Chien.  At  this  date,  1766,  the  northern  portion  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin,  inclndtng  all  that 
part  watered  by  the  streams  flowing  north  into  Fake  Superior,  was  the  home  of  the  Chippewas. 
The  country  around  nearly  the  w  liole  of  (Ireen  liay  was  the  hunting  ground  of  the  Menomonees. 
The  territory  of  Winnebago  lake  and  Fox  river  was  the  seat  of  the  Winnebagoes.  'I'hc  region 
of  the  Wisconsin  river  was  the  dwelltng  place  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes. 

During  the  war  of  Uie  Revdution,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  continued  the  finn  friends  of  the 
English.  At  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  century,  only  a  small  part  of  their  territory 
was  included  in  what  is  now  Wisconsin,  and  that  was  in  the  extreme  southwest.  In  1804,  they 
ceded  this  to  the  United  States ;  so  that  they  no  longer  were  owners  of  any  lands  within  this 
State.  From  that  date,  therefore,  these  allied  tribes  can  not  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
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ladiaii  nations  of  Wiiconsin.  A  striking  episode  in  their  subsequent  history — the  Black  Hawk 
War —  comes  in,  notwithstanding*  as  a  par^  inddentally,  of  the  annals  of  the  State. 

Deserving  a  place  in  a  notice  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  Wisconsin  is  the  nation  known  as  the 
POTTAWATTAMlEs.    As  early  as  1639,  they  were  the  neighbors  of  the  VVinnebagoes  upon  Orcen 
bay.   They  were  still  upon  its  southern  shore,  in  two  villages,  in  1670;  and  ten  years  subsequent 
to  ^t  date  they  occupied,  at  least  in  one  village  Ae  same  region.   At  the  expiration  <^  the 
first  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century,  a  part  only  of  the  nation  were  in  that  vicinity —  upon  the 
islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay.    These  islands  were  then  known  as  the  Pottawattamie  islands, 
and  considered  as  the  ancient  abode  of  these  Indians.    Already  had  a  large  portion  of  this  tribe 
emigrated  southward,  one  band  resting  on  the  St.  Juscpii  of  Lake  Michigan,  the  other  near  Detroit 
Om  peculiarity  of  this  tribe — at  least  of  such  as  resided  in  what  is  now  Wisconsin— was  their 
intimate  association  with  neighboring  bands.   When,  in  .1669,  a  village  of  the  Pottawattamies, 
located  upon  the  southeast  shore  of  Green  bay,  was  visited  by  Allouez,  he  found  with  them  Sacs 
and  Foxes  and  Winnebagoes.    So,  also,  when,  many  years  subsequent  to  that  date,  a  band  of 
these  Indians  were  located  at  Milwaukee,  with  them  were  Ottawas  and  Chippewas.  These 
"naited  tribes'*  claimed  all  the  lands  of  their  respective  tribes  and  of  other  nations,  giving  the 
United  States,  when  possession  was  taken  of  the  western  country  by  the  General  Government, 
no  little  trouble.    Fin^illy,  by  a  treaty,  iurld  .it  Chicago  in  1833,  their  claims,  such  as  they  were, 
to  lands  along  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  within  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin, 
extending  westward  to  Rock  river,  were  purchased  by  the  United  States,  with  permission  to 
retain  possession  three  years  longer  of  their  ceded  Uuds,  alter  which  time  this  "  united  nation 
of  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Pottawattamies  "  began  to  disappear,  and  soon  were  no  longer  seen  in 
soDtheastern  Wisconsin  or  in  other  portions  of  the  State. 

Besides  the  five  tribes Menomonees,  Winnebagoes,  Chippewas,  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and 
Pottawattamies— >many  others,  whole  or  in  part,  have,  since  the  territory  now  constituting  the 
State  was  first  visited  by  white  men,  been  occupants  of  its  territory.  Of  these,  some  are  only 
known  as  having  once  lived  in  what  is  now  Wisconsin  ;  others  —  such  as  tlic  Hurons.  Illinois, 
Kickapoos,  Mascoutens,  Miamis,  Noquets,  Ottawas  and  Sioux,  are  recognized  as  Indians  once 
dvelling  in  this  region ;  yet  so  transitory  has  been  their  occupation,  or  so  little  is  known  of  their 
history,  that  they  scarcdy  can  be  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  State. 

Commenriiig  in  1822,  and  continuing  at  intervals  through  some  of  the  following  years,  was 
the  migration  to  Wisconsin  from  the  State  of  New  York  of  the  remains  or  portions  of  four  tribes: 
the  Oneidas,  Stockbridges,  Munsees  and  'Brolhertowns.  The  Oneidas  hnally  located  west  of 
Green  Bay,  where  they  still  reside.  Their  reservation  contains  over  60,000  acres,  and  lies 
wholly  within  the  present  counties  of  Brown  and  Outagamie.  The  Stockbridges  and  Munsees, 
who  first  located  above  Green  Bay,  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  river,  afterward  moved  to  the  east 
side  of  Winnebago  lake.  Tliey  now  occupy  a  reservation  joining  the  southwest  township  of  the 
Menotnencc  reservation,  in  Shawano  county,  and  are  fast  becoming  citizens.  The  Brothertowns 
lirit  located  cm  the  east  side  of  Fox  river,  but  subsequently  moved  to  the  east  side  of  Winnebago 
lake,  where,  in  1839,  they  broke  up  their  tribal  relations  and  became  citiaens  of  Wisconsin 
teiritoiy. 

III.— PRE-TERRITORIAL  ANNALS  OF  WISCONSIN. 

When,  in  1634,  the  first  white  man  set  foot  upon  any  portion  of  the  territory  now  consti- 
tuting the  State  of  Wisconsin,  the  whole  country  was,  of  course,  a  wilderness.  Its  inhabitants, 
the  aboriginal  Red  men,  were  thinly  but  widely  scattered  over  all  tlie  country.  John  Nicoi.et, 
2  Frenchman,  who  had  been  in  Canada  since  1618,  and  had  spent  several  years  among  the 
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IndiBiM,  was  the  fint  of  civilized  men  to  unlock  die  mystery  of  itt  situation  and  people.  French 
authorities  ttpoa  the  St.  Lawrence  sent  him  as  an  ambassador  to  the  Winnehagoes,  of  whom  he 
had  heard  strange  stories.  On  his  outward  voyage  he  visited  the  Hurons — allies  of  the  French 
— a  triljc  seated  upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake  which  bears  their  name,  and  Nicolct  was 
empowered  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  them.  **  When  he  approached  the  Winnebago  town,  he  sent 
some  of  his  Indian  attendants  to  announce  his  coming,  put  on  a  robe  of  damask,  and  advanced 
to  meet  the  expectant  crowd  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand.  The  squaws  and  children  fled,  scream- 
ing that  it  was  a  manito,  or  spirit,  armed  with  thunder  and  lightning  ;  but  ihe  chiefs  and  warriors 
regaled  him  with  so  bountiful  a  hospitality,  that  a  hundred  and  twenty  beavers  were  devoured  at 
a  single  feast."  Such  was  the  advent  of  the  daring  Frenchman  into  what  is  now  the  State  of 
Wisconsin. 

"  Upon  the  borders  of  Green  bay,"  wrote  the  Jesuit,  Paul  le  Jeune,  in  1640.  "  are  the  Meno- 
monees;  still  farther  on,  the  Winnehagoes,  a  sedentary  people,  and  very  numerous.  Some 
Frenchmen,"  he  continues, "  call  them  the  *  Nation  of  the  Stinkards,'  becau.se  the  Algonquin 
word  Winipeg  signifies  *  stinking  water.'  Now  they  thus  call  the  water  of  the  sea ;  therefore^ 
these  people  <  .ill  themselves  *  Winnehagoes,'  because  they  came  from  the  shores  of  a  sea  of  which 
we  have  no  knowledge;  consequently  we  must  not  call  them  the  '  Nation  of  Stinkards,'  but  the 
'  Nation  of  the  Sea.'  "  From  these  Men  of  the  Sea,  Nicolet  passed  westward,  ascended  Fox 
river  of  Green  Bay,  until  nigh  the  portage  to  the  Wisconsin,  down  which  stream  he  could  have 
floated  easily  to  the  Mississippi,  the  "great  water"  of  his  guides,  which  he  mistook  for  the 
sea.  This  ad%'enturous  Frenchman,  when  so  near  re-discovering  the  river  which  has  given 
immortality  to  De  Soto,  turmd  his  fare  to  the  eastward  ;  retraced  his  ste{)S  to  Green  bay,  and 
finally  returned  in  safety  to  Quebec.  This  was  the  first  exploration  uf  what  is  now  Wisconsin — 
only  fourteen  years  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  upon  the  wild  shores  of  New  England. 

Wisconsin,  for  twenty-four  years  after  Its  discovery,  was  left  to  its  savage  inhabitants.  At 
length,  in  1658,  two  daring  fur  trailers  junetrated  to  Lake  Superior,  and  wintered  there.  They 
probably  set  foot  upon  what  is  now  Wisconsin  soil,  as  they  made  several  trips  among  the  sur- 
rounding tribes.  They  saw,  among  other  things,  at  six  days'  journey  beyond  the  lake,  toward 
the  southwest,  Indians  that  the  Iroquois  had  driven  from  their  homes  upon  the  eastern  shores  of 
Lake  Huron.  These  Frenchmen  heard  of  the  ferocious  Sioux,  and  of  a  great  river — not  the  sea, 
as  Nicolet  had  supposed — on  svhich  they  dwelt.  This  was  the  Mississippi;  and  to  these  traders 
is  the  world  indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  its  existence;  as  De  Soto's  discovery  was  never  used, 
and  soon  became  well-nigh,  if  not  entirely,  forgotten.  *  From  these  upper  countries,  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1660,  the  two  returned  to  Quebec,  with  three  hundred  Indians  in  sixty  canoes,  laden  with  | 
peltry.  This  was,  indeed,  the  dawn — though  ex<  ccdinuly  faint — of  what  is  now  the  commerce  of 
the  great  Northwest.  Nineteen  years  after  flashed  a  more  brilliant  light;  for,  in  1679,  the 
"Griffin,"  laden  with  furs,  left  one  of  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Green  bay,  on  its  return — 
spreading  her  sails  for  Niagara,  hut  never  more  to  be  heard  of. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  fur  traders  came  the  Jesuit  missionaries  to  Lake  Superior; 
one  of  them.  Father  Menard,  as  early  as  1O60,  reaching  its  southern  shore  as  far  to  the  westward,  ' 
probably,  as  Kewenaw,  in  the  present  Slate  of  Michigan.  There  is  no  positive  evidence,  however, 
that  he  or  his  French  companions,  visited  any  portion  of  what  is  now  l^sconsin;  although  the  next 
year,  1661,  some  of  his  associates  probably  passed  down  the  Menoroimee  river  to  Green  bay. 
Following  Menard  came  Father  Claude  .MIouc/,  arriving  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1665,  at 
"  Chagowamigong,"  or  "  Chegoimegon,"  now  Checpiamegon,  or  Ashland  B.iy,  "  at  the  bottom  of 
which,"  wrote  the  missionary,  "  is  situated  the  great  villages  of  the  savages,  who  there  plant  their 
fidds  of  Indian  com,  and  lead  a  stationary  life."  Near  by  he  erected  a  small  chapel  of  bark — the 
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first  structure  erected  by  civilized  man  in  Wisconsin.  At  La  Pointe,  in  the  present  Ashland 
county,  he  established  the  mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  next  Catholic  mission  in  what  is  now  Wisconsin  was  that  of  St.  Fnmcis  Xavier,  founded 
slso  hf  Allouez.   Upon  the  second  of  Deceniber»  1669,  he  first  attended  to  his  priestly  devotions 

upon  the  waters  of  Green  bay.  This  mission,  for  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence,  was  a 
migratory  one.  The  surrounding  tribes  were  all  visited,  including  the  Pottawattamie^,  Menoin- 
onees,  Winnebagoes,  and  Sacs  and  Foxes.  However,  in  1671,  one  hundred  and  five  years  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  there  was  erected,  at  what  is  now  Dep«re,  Brown  connty,  a 
diapel  for  the  mission  of  St.  Francis  Xavier.  Thus  early  did  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  in  their  plain 
garbs  and  unarmed,  carry  the  cross  to  many  of  the  benighted  heathen  occupying  the  country 
circumscribed  by  Lakes  Michigan,  Huron  and  Superior,  and  the  "great  river" — the  Mississippi. 

French  domination  in  Wisconsin  dates  from  the  year  167 1,  the  very  year  in  which  it  seems 
the  indomitable  LaSalle,  upon  his  first  expedition,  paned  the  mouth  of  Green  bay,  but  did  not 
enter  it.  France  then  took  formal  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  country  of  the  upptf  lakes. 
By  this  time,  the  commerce  with  the  western  tribes  had  so  attached  them  to  her  interests  that 
she  determined  to  extend  her  power  to  the  utmost  limits — ^vague  and  indeterminate  as  they 
were  of  Canada.  An  agent — Damnont  de  St.  Lusson — was  dispatched  to  the  distant  tribes, 
proposing  a  congress  of  Indian  nations  at  the  Falls  of  Ste.  Mary,  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake 
Superior,  The  invitation  was  extended  far  and  near.  The  principal  chiefs  of  Wiscon'^in  tribes, 
gathered  by  Nicolas  Perrot  in  Green  bay,  were  present  at  the  meeting.  Then  and  there,  with 
due  ceremony,  it  was  announced  that  the  great  Northwest  was  placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  French  government  And  why  not?  She  had  discovered  it  — had  to  a  certain  extent 
ciplored  it — had  to  a  limited  extent  established  commerce  with  it'—and  her  missionaries  had 
proclaimed  the  faith  to  the  wonderinj^  savages.  But  none  of  her  agents — none  of  the  fur- 
traders — none  of  the  missionaries — had  yet  reached  the  Mississippi,  the  "  great  river,"  concerning 
which  so  many  marvels  had  been  heard,  although  it  is  cUimed  that,  in  1669,  it  had  been  seen 
by  the  intrepid  La  Salle.  But  the  time  for  its  discovery,  or  properly  renlisoovery,  was  at  hand,  if, 
indeed,  it  can  be  called,  with  propriety,  a  re-discovery,  since  its  existence  to  the  westward  was 
already  known  to  every  white  man  particularly  interested  in  matters  appertaining  to  the  North- 
vest.  Now,  however,  for  the  first  time,  its  upper  half  was  to  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  explored. 
For  the  first  tim^  a  white  man  was  to  bdiold  lU  vast  tribute,  above  the  Illinois  river,  rolling 
esward  toward  the  Mexican  gulf.  Who  was  that  man?  His  name  was  Louis  Joliet;  with  him 
was  Father  James  Marquette. 

Born  at  ()uebec,  in  1645,  educated  by  the  Jesuits,  and  first  resolving  to  be  a  jjriest,  then 
turning  fur-trader,  Joliet  had,  finally,  been  sent  with  an  associate  to  explore  the  copper  mines  of 
Lske  Superior.   He  was  a  man  of  close  and  intelligent  observation,  and  possessed  considerable, 
SMthematical  acquirements.    At  this  time,  1673,  he  was  a  merchant,  courageous,  hardy;  enter 
prising.    He  was  appointed  by  French  authorities  at  Quebec  to  "  discover  "  the  Mississippi.  He 
passed  up  the  lakes  to  Mackinaw,  and  found  at  Point  St.  Ignace,  on  the  north  side  of  the  strait, 
Fsther  James  Marquette,  who  readily  agreed  to  accompany  him.   Their  outfit  was  very  siAple: 
tvo birch-bark  canoes  and  a  supply  of  smoked  meat  and  Indian  corn.    They  had  a  company  of 
five  men  with  them,  beginning  their  voyage  on  the  seventeenth  of  May,  1673.    Passing  the  straits, 
they  coasted  the  northern  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  moved  up  Green  bay  and  Fox  river  to  the 
portage.   They  crossed  to  the  Wisconsin,  down  which  they  paddled  their  frail  canoes,  until,  on 
the  seventeenth  of  June,  they  entered — discovered  "—the  Mississippi.   So  the  nordiem,  the 
eastern  and  the  western  boundary  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin  had  been  reached  at  this  date; 
:therefore,  it  may  be  said  that  its  territory  had  been  explored  sufficiently  for  the  forming  of  a 


S2 


HISTORY  OP  WISOONSIK. 


pretty  correct  idea  of  its  general  features  as  well  as  of  its  savage  inhabitants.  After  dropping 
down  the  Mississippi  maiijr  miles,  Joliet  and  ICarqnette  rctomed  to  Gieen  bay,  vfaere  the  latter 
remained  to  recruit  his  exhausted  strength,  while  Joliet  descended  to  Quebec,  to  report  his 

"discoveries"  to  his  superiors. 

Then  followed  the  expedition  of  LaSalle  to  the  west,  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  when,  in  1679, 
he  and  Fatiicr  Louis  Hennepin  coasted  along  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  frequently 
landing ;  then,  the  return  of  Henri  de  Tonty,  one  of  LaSalle's  party  down  the  same  coast  to  Green 
bay,  in  1680,  from  the  Illinois;  the  return,  also,  the  same  year,  of  Hennepin,  from  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi, whither  he  had  made  his  way  from  the  Illinois,  across  what  is  now  Wisconsin,  by  the 
Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers  to  Green  bay,  in  company  with  DuLhut,  or  DuLuth,  who,  on  his  way 
down  the  **  great  river from  Lake  Superior,  bad  met  the  friar ;  and  then,  the  voyage,  in  1683,  from 
Lake  Michigaa  to  the  Mississippi  river,  by  the  same  route,  of  LeSueur,  and  his  subsequent 
establishment  at  La  Pointe,  in  what  is  now  Ashland  county,  Wisconsin,  followed  several  years 
after  by  a  trip  up  the  Mississippi.  The  act  of  Danmont  de  St.  Lusson,  at  the  Sault  Sainte  Mary, 
in  1671,  in  taking  possession  of  the  country  beyond  Lake  Michigan,  not  being  regarded  as  suffi- 
ciently d^nite,  Nicolas  Perrot,  in  1689,  at  Green  bay,  again  took  possesrion  of  that  territory,  as 
well  as  of  the  valleys  of  the  Fo.v  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  extending  the  dominion  of  New 
France  over  the  rountry  nn  the  L'pper  Mississipjii.  and  "to  other  plares  more  remote."  The 
voyage  of  St.  Cosrae,  in  1699,  when  he  and  his  companions  fretjuently  landed  on  the  west  coast 
of  Lake  Michigan,  upon  what  is  now  territory  of  Wisconsin,  completed  the  explorations  in  the 
west  for  the  seventeenth  century. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  early  explorations,  of  self  sacrificing  attempts  of  the  Jesuits  to 
carry  tlic  ( ross  to  the  wild  tribes  of  the  West,  of  the  fir-.t  vi-its  of  tlu-  I.iwless  (ourfurs  de  bois^ 
was  liic  military  occupation — if  such  it  can  be  called — of  what  is  now  Wisconsin  by  the  French. 
The  ninety  years  of  domination  by  France  in  this  region  were  years  of  only  nominal  possession. 
The  record  of  this  occupation  is  made  up  of  foots  concerning  the  Indian  i)olicy  of  the  French 
rulers;  their  contests  with  the  .'>ar.>  and  Foxes;  their  treaties,  at  various  times,  with  different 
tribes;  their  interest  in,  and  protection  of,  the  fur  trade,  atid  kindred  subjects.  The  Indian 
tribes  were,  at  most,  only  the  allies  of  France.  Posts — mere  stockades  without  cannon,  more  for 
protection  to  fur>traders  than  for  any  other  purpose-^were  erected  upon  the  Mississippi  at  two 
points  at  least,  uj)on  what  is  now  territorj'  of  Wisconsin.  On  the  west  side  of  Fox  river  of 
(Ireen  bay,  "half  a  league  from  its  mouth,"  was  a  French  ix)st,  as  early  as  1721,  where  resided, 
besides  the  commandant  and  an  uncouth  squad  of  aoldiers,  a  Jesuit  missionary ;  and  near  by 
were  collected  Indians  of  different  tribes.  Of  course,  the  omnipresent  fur«trader  helped  to 
augment  the  sum-total  of  its  occupants.  This  post  was,  not  long  after,  destroyed,  but  another 
was  established  there.  When,  however,  France  yielded  her  iiu;hoate  rights  in  the  West  to  Great 
Britain^when,  in  1761,  the  latter  took  possession  of  the  country  — there  was  not  a  French  [Kjst 
within  what  u  now  Wisconsin.  The  fort*  near  the  head  of  Green  bay,  had  been  vacated  for 
some  years;  it  was  found  ** rotten,  the  stockade  ready  to  fall,  and  the  houses  without  cover;" 
emblematic  of  the  decay — the  fast-crumbling  and  perishing  state—of  French  supremacy,  at  that 
date,  in  America.  Wisconsin,  when  England's  control  l)egan,  was  little  better  than  a  howling 
wilderness.  There  was  not  within  the  broad  limits  of  what  is  now  the  State,  a  single  bona  Jide 
settler,  at  the  time  the  French  Government  yielded  up  its  possession  to  the  EngUsh ;  that  is  to 
say,  there  were  none  according  to  the  present  acceptation  of  the  term  "settler." 

The  military  occupation  of  Wisconsin  by  the  British,  after  the  Seven  Years'  War,  was  a  brief 
one.  La  Bay — as  the  post  at  what  is  now  the  city  of  Fort  Howan'.  ISniwn  <  ounty,  was  called — 
was,  on  the  twelfth  of  October,  1761,  taken  |x)ssession  of  by  Kngiisii  troops,  under  Captain 
Belfour,  of  the  Eightieth  recpment.  Two  days  after,  that  officer  departed,  leaving  Lieutenant 
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James  Gorrell,  in  command,  with  one  sergeant,  one  rorporal  and  fifteen  privates.  There  also 
remained  at  the  ix)st  a  French  interpreter  and  two  English  traders.  The  name  of  the  fortifira. 
tioQ  was  changed  to  Fort  Edward  Augustus.  This  post  was  abandoned  by  the  commandant  on 
the  twenty-first  of  June,  1763,  on  account  of  the  brraking  out  of  Pontiac's  War  and  the  capture 
of  the  fort  at  Mackinaw  by  the  savages.  The  c  ause  of  this  war  was  this:  The  Indian  tribes 
saw  the  danger  which  the  downfall  of  the  French  interests  in  Can.ula  was  sure  to  Imng  to  them. 
They  banded  together  under  Pontiac  to  avert  their  ruin.  The  struggle  was  short  but  fierce — 
foil  of  scenes  of  tragic  interest^  with  marvels  of  suffering  and  vicissitude,  of  heroism  and  endur- 
ance;" but  the  white  man  conquered.  The  moving  incidents  in  this  bloody  drama  were  enacted 
to  the  eastward  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin,  coming  no  nearer  than  Mackinaw,  which,  as  just 
mentioned,  the  savages  captured;  hut  it  resulted  in  the  evacuation  of  its  territory  by  British 
troops,  who  never  after  took  [K)sses<:ion  of  it,  though  they  continued  until  1796  a  nominal 
nilitaiy  rule  over  it,  after  Mackinaw  was  again  occupied  by  them. 

An  early  French  Canadian  trading  statbn  at  the  head  of  Green  bay  assumed  finally  the 
form  of  a  jjcrmanent  settlement  —  the  first  one  in  Wisconsin.  To  claim,  however  that  any 
French  Canadian  is  entitled  to  the  lionor  of  being  the  first  permanent  white  settler  is  assuming 
for  lum  move  than  the  liwts  leem  to  warrant.  THa  tide  of  "  The  Father  and  Fonnder  of  Yfn^ 
oonsin"  belongs  to  no  man. 

After  Pontiac 's  War,  one  of  the  noted  events  in  this  region  was  the  journey  of  Jonathan 
Carver,  who,  in  1766,  passed  up  Fox  river  to  the  jKartage,  and  descended  the  Wisconsin  to  the 
Mississippi.  He  noticed  llie  lumblmg-down  post  at  what  is  now  Green  IJay,  Brown  county. 
He  saw  a  few  families  living  in  the  fort,  and  some  French  settlers,  who  cultivated  the  land 
opitosite,  and  appeared  to  live  very  comfortably.  That  was  the  whole  extent  of  improvements 
ia  what  is  now  Wisconsin.  The  organisation  of  the  Northwest  Fur  Coni]>any;  the  passage  of 
an  act  by  the  British  Parliament  by  which  the  whole  Northwest  was  included  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec;  the  joining  of  the  Indians  in  this  region  with  the  Britisii,  against  the  Americans,  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution;  the  exploration  of  the  lead  region  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  by  Julian 
Dubuque;  the  |>assage  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  ;  the  tirst  settlement  of  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  River  Ohin;  and  the  Indian  war  wlii.  h  followed,  are  all  incidents,  during  British  occu- 
pation, of  more  or  less  interest  for  the  student  of  Wisconsin  history.  He  will  find  that,  by  the 
tieat}  uf  1783  and  of  1795,  with  Great  Britain,  all  the  inhabitants  residing  in  this  region  were  to 
be  protected  by  the  United  States  in  the  f'ull  and  peaceable  iK)ssession  of  their  property,  with  the 
rigijt  to  remain  in,  or  to  withdraw  from  it,  with  their  effects,  within  one  year.  .Ml  who  did  not 
'five  Were  to  he  deemed  .\merican  citizens,  allowed  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  and 
\'j  l>e  under  the  protection  of  the  General  Government.  He  will  also  find  that  less  than  two 
yean  was  the  whole  time  of  actual  military  occupatbn  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin  by  British 
tokUers,  and  that  English  domination,  which  should  have  ended  at  the  close  tat  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  arbitrarily  continued  until  the  Summer  of  1796,  when  the  western  posts,  none  of  which 
were  upon  territory  circumscribed  by  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior  and  the  Mississippi  river, 
were  delivered  into  the  keeping  of  the  United  States.  Thus  the  supremacy  of  Great  Britain  over 
the  Northwest  was,  after  an  actual  continuance  of  thirty-five  years,  at  an  end. 

Although  the  ficnerril  Government  did  not  get  possession  of  the  region  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
throughout  its  fuil  exti  n'.tnr  tliirtecn  years  subsequent  to  its  acquirement  l)y  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  17SJ  with  Great  Briiaia,  uevertheiess,  steps  were  taken,  very  soon,  to  obtain  concessions  from 
lacb  of  the  colonies  as  had  declared  an  ownership  in  any  portion  of  it.  None  of  the  claimants, 
seeniingly^  had  better  rights  than  Virginia,  who,  by  virtue  of  conquests,  largely  her  own,  of  the 
Illinois  settlements  and  posts,  extended  her  jurisdiction  over  that  country,  erecting  into  1^  county 
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so  much  of  the  region  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  as  had  been  settled  >>y  Virginians  or  might  after- 
ward be  settled  bjr  them.  Bat  m,  previous  to  her  yielding  all  rights  to  territory  beyond  that 
river,  she  had  not  carried  her  arms  into  the  region  north  of  the  Illinois  or  made  settlements  upon 
what  is  now  the  soil  of  Wisconsin,  nor  included  any  portion  of  it  within  the  bounds  of  an  organ- 
ized county,  it  follows  that  her  dominion  was  not  actually  extended  over  any  jiart  of  the  area 
included  within  the  present  boundaries  of  this  State ;  nor  did  she  then  claim  jurisdiction  north 
of  the  Illinois  river,  but  on  the  other  hand  expressly  disclaimed  it. 

Virginia  and  all  the  other  claimants  finally  ceded  to  tlic  United  States  their  rights,  such  as 
they  were,  beyond  the  Ohio,  except  two  reservations  of  limited  extent ;  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment became  the  undisputed  owner  of  the  "Great  West,"  without  any  internal  claims  to  posses- 
sion save  those  of  the  Indians.  Meanwhile,  the  United  States  took  measures  to  extoid  its  juris- 
diction over  the  whole  country  by  the  passage  of  the  famous  ordinance  of  1787,  which  established 
a  government  over  "the  territory  of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio."  But  this 
organic  law  was,  of  course,  nugatory  over  that  portion  of  the  region  occupied  by  the  British, 
until  their  yielding  possession  in  1796,  when,  for  the  first  time,  .'Vngio-American  rule  commenced, 
though  nominally,  in  what  is  now  Vl^sconsin.  By  the  ordinance  just  mentioned,  "the  United 
StatM,  in  cxaifftM  assembled,"  declared  that  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  should,  for  the 
purposes  of  temporary  government,  be  one  district .  subject,  however,  to  be  (iivided  into  district^;, 
as  future  circumstances  might,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  make  it  expedient.  It  was  ordained 
that  a  governor,  secretary  and  three  judges  should  be  appointed  for  the  Territory ;  a  general 
assembly  was  also  provided  for;  and  it  was  declared  that  religion,  morality,  and  knowledge, 
being  necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of 
education  should  forever  he  encouraged.  It  was  also  ordained  that  there  should  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  "  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  Thus  was  established  the  first  Magna 
Charta  for  the  five  great  States  since  that  time  formed  out  of  '*the  territory  northwest  of  the 
River  Ohio,"  and  the  first  rules  and  regulations  for  their  government. 

Under  this  act  of  Congress,  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  appointed  governor  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  as  if  was  caUed,  and  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  James  M.  Vamum,  and  John  Armstrong, 
judges,— the  latter  not  accepting  the  office,  John  Cleves  Symmes  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
Winthrop  Sargeant  was  appointed  secretary.  At  difierent  periods,  counties  were  erected  to 
include  various  portions  of  the  Territory.  By  the  governor's  proclamation  of  the  15th  of 
August,  1796,  one  was  formed  to  include  the  whole  of  the  present  area  of  Northern  Ohio,  west  of 
Cleveland ;  also,  all  of  triiat  is  now  the  State  of  Indiana,  north  of  a  line  drawn  from  Fort  WsCyne 
"  west-northeriy  to  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Michigan  ; "  the  whole  of  the  present  State  of 
Michigan,  except  its  extreme  northwest  corner  on  Lake  Superior ;  a  small  corner  in  the  north- 
east, part  of  what  is  now  Illinois,  including  Chicago;  and  so  much  of  the  present  State  of  Wis- 
consin as  is  watered  by  the  streams  flowing  into  Lake  Michigan,  which  of  course  included  an 
extensive  portion,  taking  in  many  of  its  eastern  and  interior  counties  as  now  constituted.  This 
vast  county  was  named  Wayne.  So  the  few  settlers  then  at  the  head  of  Green  bay  had  their 
local  habitations,  constructively  at  least,  in  "Wayne  county,  Northwestern  Territory."  It  was 
just  at  that  date  that  Great  Britain  vacated  the  western  posts,  and  the  United  States  took  quiet 
possession  of  them.  But  the  western  portion  of  what  is  now  Wisconsin,  including  all  its  territory 
watered  by  streams  flowing  northward  into  Lake  Superior,  and  westward  and  southwestward  into 
the  Mississippi,  was  as  yet  without  any  county  organization  ;  as  the  county  of  St.  Clair,  including 
the  Illinois  country  to  the  southward,  reached  no  farther  north  than  the  mouth  of  Little  Macki- 
naw creek,  where  it  empties  into  the  Siver  Illinois,  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  Illinois.  The 
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"law  of  Paris,"  which  was  in  force  under  French  domination  in  Canada,  and  which  by  the 
British  Parliament  ia  1774,  had  been  continued  in  force  under  English  supremacy,  was  still  "  the 
lav  of  die  land  "  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  practically  at  least. 

From  and  af^er  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1800,  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  lay  to  the  westward  of  a  line  beginning  upon  that 
stream  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river  and  running  thence  to  what  is  now  Fort 
Itecomy  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio ;  thence  north  until  it  intersected  the  territorial  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Cuiada,  was,  for  the  purposes  of  temporary  government,  constituted  a 
separate  territory  called  Indiana.  It  included  not  only  the  whole  of  the  present  State  of  Illinois 
and  nearly  all  of  what  is  now  Indiana,  but  more  than  half  of  the  State  of  Michigan  as  now 
defined,  also  a  considerable  part  of  the  present  Minnesota,  and  the  whole  of  what  is  now  Wis- 
consin, 

The  seat  of  government  was  established  at  "Saint  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash,"  now  the  city 
of  Vtncennes,  Indiana.  To  this  extensive  area  was  added  "from  and  after"  the  admission  of 
(NiK>  into  the  Union,  all  the  territory  west  of  that  State,  and  east  of  the  eastern  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Indiana  as  originally  established ;  so  that  now  all  **tbe  territory  of  the  United 
States,  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,"  was,  excepting  the  State  of  Ohio,  included  in  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory. On  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  18051  SO  much  of  Indiana  Territory  as  lay  to  the  north  of 
a  liu »  drawn  east  from  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie,  and  cast 
of  a  line  drawn  from  the  same  bend  through  the  middle  of  the  first  mentioned  lake  to  its  north- 
ern eitvemity,  and  thence  due  north  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  was,  for  the 
peipoas  of  temporary  government,  constituted  a  separate  Territory  calk  d  ^^ICl^GAN.  Of  course 
no  part  of  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin  was  included  therein  ;  but  the  whole  remained  in  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  until  the  second  day  of  March,  1809,  when  all  that  part  of  the  last  men- 
tioned Territory  which  lay  west  of*  the  Wabash  river,  and  a  direct  line  drawn  from  that  stream 
and  "Post  Vincennes."  due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
was,  by  an  act  approved  on  the  third  of  February  previous,  constituted  a  separate  Territorj-,  called 
Ilunois.  Meanwhile  jurisdiction  had  l)oen  extended  by  the  authorities  of  Indiana  Territory 
over  the  country  lying  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  appointing  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  each  of  the  settlements  of  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien.  All  of  what  is  now 
Wisconsin  was  transferred  to  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  upon  the  organisation  of  the  latter,  except 
a  small  portion  lying  east  of  the  meridian  line  drawn  through  Vincennes,  whit  h  remained  a  part 
of  Indiana  Territory.  This  fraction  included  nearly  the  whole  area  between  Green  bay  and 
lake  Michigan. 

When,  in  1816,  Indiana  became*  State,  "the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
River  Ohto^^ooDttined,  besides  Ohio  and  Indiana,  the  Territories  of  Illinois  and  Michigan,  only ; 
»  the  narrow  strip,  formerly  a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  lying  east  of  a  line  drawn  due  north 
(nm  Vincennes,  and  west  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  Michigan  Territory,  belonged  to  nei- 
Aer,  and  was  left  without  any  organisation.  However,  upon  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the 
Union,  in  1818,  all  "the  territory  of  the  United  States,  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,"  lying  west 
of  Michigan  Territory  and  north  of  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was  attached  to  and  made 
a  part  of  Michigan  Territory;  by  which  act  the  whole  of  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin  came 
snder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter.  During  the  existence  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  a  kind  of 
jaiisdictioB  was  had  over  the  two  settlements  in  what  is  now  Wisconsin — rather  more  ideal  than 
red,  however. 

In  1834,  Congress  greatly  increased  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  by  adding  to  it, 
for  judicial  purposes,  a  large  extent  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi — reaching  south  as  far  as 
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the  present  boundary  lihe  between  the  present  States  of  Iowa  and  Minouri;  north,  to  the  terri- 
torial line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada;  and  wes^  to  the  Missouri  and  White  EarUi 

rivers.    It  so  continued  down  to  the  fourth  of  July,  1836. 

A  retros|)cctive  glance  at  the  history  of  this  region  for  forty  years  previous  to  tlie  last  men- 
tioaed  year,  including  the  time  which  elapsed  alter  tlie  surrender  of  the  western  posts,  in  1796, 
by  the  British,  discloses  many  facts  of  interest  and  importance. 

The  Anglo-Americans,  not  long  after  the  region  of  country  west  of  Lake  Michigan  became 
a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  began  now  and  then  to  cast  an  eye,  either  through  the  opening  of 
the  Great  Lakes  or  the  Mississippi,  upon  its  rolling  rivers,  its  outspread  prairies,  and  its  dense 
forests,  and  to  covet  the  goodly  land ;  but  the  settlers  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien  were 
mostly  French  Canadians  at  this  date,  although  a  few  were  Americans.  '  The  General  Govern- 
ment, however,  began  to  take  measures  preparatory  to  its  occupation,  by  parchasing^  in  1804,  a 
tract  in  what  is  now  the  soutiiwest  portion  of  the  State,  of  the  Indians,  and  by  holding  the  various 
tribes  to  a  strict  account  for  any  murders  committed  by  them  on  American  citizens  parsing 
through  their  territories  or  trading  with  them.  Comparative  peace  reigned  in  the  incipient  settle, 
ments  at  the  head  of  Green  bay  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  which  was  changed  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  with  Great  Britain. 

The  English  early  succeeded  in  securing  the  Wisconsin  Indian  tribes  as  their  allies  in  this 
war;  and  the  taking  of  Mackinaw  by  the  British  in  July,  181 2,  virtually  put  the  latter  in  posses- 
sion of  what  is  now  the  eastern  pmrtioQ  of  the  State.  Early  in  1814,  the  government  authorities 
of  the  United  States  caused  to  be  fitted  out  at  St.  Louis  a  large  boat,  having  on  board  all  the 
men  that  could  be  mustered  and  spared  from  the  lower  country,  and  sent  up  the  Mississippi  to 
protect  the  upper  region  and  the  few  settlers  therein.  The  troops  landed  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  fortify.  Not  long  after,  Colonel  McKay,  of  the  British  army, 
crossing  the  country  by  course  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  with  over  five  hundred  British 
and  Indians,  received  the  surrender  of  the  whole  force.  The  offi<  ers  and  men  were  paroled  and 
sent  down  the  river.  This  was  the  only  battle  fought  upon  Wisconsin  soil  during  the  last  war 
with  England.  The  post  at  Prairie  du  Chien  was  left  in  command  of  a  captain  with  two  compa- 
nies from  Mackinaw.  He  remained  there  until  after  the  peace  of  1815,  when  the  place  was 
evacuated  by  the  British. 

When  it  became  generally  known  to  the  Indian  tribes  in  wluit  is  now  Wisconsin,  that  the 
contest  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  was  at  an  end,  they  generally  expressed 
themselves  as  ready  and  willing  to  mdce  treaties  with  the  General  Government-eager,  in  fact, 
to  establish  friendly  relations  with  the  power  they  had  so  recently  been  hostile  to.  This  was, 
therefore,  a  favorable  moment  for  taking  actual  jxjssession  of  the  country  between  tlie  Missis- 
sippi and  Lake  Michigan  ;  and  United  States  troops  were  soon  ordered  tu  occupy  the  two  prom- 
inent points  between  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien.  At  the  former  place  was  erected  Furt 
Howard;  at  the  latter  Fort  Crawford.  At  Green  Bay,  half  a  hundred  (or  less)  French  Cana- 
dians cultivated  the  soil;  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  not  more  than  thirty  houses,  mostly 
occupied  by  traders,  while  on  the  prairie  outside  the  village,  a  number  of  farms  were  cultivated. 
Such  was  Wisconsin  when,  at  the  close  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  began  in  earnest  to 
be  oocuined  by  Americans.  The  latter  were  few  in  number,  but  in  r8i8,  they  began  to  feel,  now 
that  the  country  was  attached  to  Michigan  Territory  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were 
extended  over  them,  that  they  were  not  altogether  be^'ond  the  protection  of  a  government  of  tlieir 
own,  notwitiistanding  they  were  surrounded  by  savage  tribes.  Their  happiness  was  increased 
upon  the  erection,  by  proclamation  of  Lewis  Cass,  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  ut 
three  Territorial  counties:  Michilimackinac,  Brown  and  Crawford.  Their  establuhment  dates 
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the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  1818.  The  county  of  Michilimackinac  not  only  included  all  of  the 
present  State  of  Wisconsin  lying  north  of  a  line  drawn  due  west  from  near  the  head  of  the  Little 
Koqnet  bay,  bat  territoiy  east  and  west  of  it,  so  as  to  reach  from  Lake  Huron  to  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  Its  county  seat  was  established  "  at  the  Borough  of  Michilimackinac."  The  whtde 
area  in  Mii  liigin  Territory  south  of  the  county  of  Michilimackinac  and  west  of  Lake  Michigan 
formed  the  two  counties  of  lirown  and  Crawford:  the  funncr  to  include  the  area  east  of  a  line 
diawn  due  nordi  and  south  through  the  middle  of  the  portage  between  the  Fox  river  of  Green 
bay  and  the  Wisconsin;  the  latter  to  include  the  whole  region  west  of  that  line.  Prairie  du 
Chien  was  designated  as  the  county  seat  of  Craw^ford;  Green  Bay,  of  Brown  county.  On  the 
!  of  Doccrnher,  1S26,  a  county  named  Chippewa  was  formed  from  the  northern  portions  of 
.Michilimackinac,  including  the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Superior  throughout  its  entire  length, 
and  extending  from  the  straits  leading  from  that  lake  into  Lake  Huron,  west  to  the  western 
boundary  line  of  Michigan  Territory,  with  the  county  seat  "at  such  point  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  as  a  majority  of  the  county  commissioners  to  ne  apiK)inted  shall  designate." 
Embraced  within  this  county, — its  southern  boundary  being  the  parallel  46°  31'  north  latitude, — 
was  all  the  territory  of  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin  now  bordering  on  Lake  Superior. 

Immediately  upon  the  erection  of  Brown  and  Crawford  counties,  they  were  organized,  and 
their  offices  filled  by  appointment  of  the  governor.  County  courts  were  established,  consisting 
of  one  chief  and  two  associate  justices,  either  of  whom  fanned  a  ([uorum.  They  were  required 
to  hold  one  term  of  court  annually  in  their  respective  counties.  1  hcse  county  courts  had  origi- 
nal and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases,  both  in  law  and  equity,  where  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute exceeded  the  jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  did  not  exceed  the  value  of  one 
thousand  dollars.  They  had,  however,  no  jurisdiction  in  ejectment.  They  had  exclusive  cog- 
niuDce  of  all  offenses  the  punishment  whereof  was  not  capital,  and  the  same  power  to  issue 
remedial  and  other  process,  writs  of  error  and  mandamus  excepted,  that  thei  supreme  court  had 
at  Detroit.   Appeals  from  justices  of  the  peace  were  made  to  the  county  courts. 

The  est.iM-shing  of  Indian  agencies  by  the  General  Government;  the  holding  of  treaties 
with  some  of  tlie  Indian  tribes;  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 
Chien ;  the  appointment  of  postmasters  at  these  two  points,  were  all  indications  of  a  proper 
toterest  being  taken  by  the  United  States  in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  But  a  drawback  to  this 
region,  was  the  fact  that,  in  all  civil  cases  of  over  a  thousand  dollars,  and  in  criminal  cases  that 
were  capita!,  as  well  as  in  actions  of  ejectment,  and  in  the  allowance  of  writs  of  error,  and  man- 
damus, recourse  must  be  had  to  the  supreme  court  at  Detroit;  the  latter  place  being  the  seat  of 
government  of  Michigan  Territory.  However,  in  January,  1823,  an  act  of  congress  provided 
for  a  district  court,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  judge,  for  the  counties  of  Brown,  Crawford, 
aad  Michilimackinac.  This  court  had  concurrent  jurisdiction,  civil  and  criminal,  with  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Territory,  in  most  cases,  subject,  however,  to  have  its  decisions  taken  to  the 
latter  tribunal  by  a  writ  of  error.  The  law  provided  for  holding  one  term  of  court  in  each  year, 
m  each  of  the  counties  named  in  the  act ;  so,  at  last,  there  was  to  be  an  administration  of  justice 
at  home,  and  the  people  were  to  be  relieved  from  all  military  arbitratimis,  which  frequently  had 
'  ten  imposed  upon  them.  James  Duane  Doty  was  appointed  judge  of  this  court  at  its  organiza* 
lion.  A  May  term  of  the  court  was  held  in  Prairie  du  Chien  ;  a  June  term  in  Green  Bay;  a 
July  term  in  "  the  Borough  of  Michilimackinac,"  in  each  year.  In  1824,  Henry  S.  Baird,  of 
Brown  county,  was  appointed  district  attorney.  Doty  held  the  office  of  judge  until  May,  1832, 
vfaea  he  was  succeeded  by  David  Irvin.  This  court  continued  until  1836,  when  it  was  abrogausd 
by  the  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

For  a  long  time  it  bad  been  known  that  there  were  lead  mines  in  what  is  now  the  south- 
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western  portion  of  the  State;  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1835,  and  the  two  following  years,  that 
very  genecal  attention  was  attracted  to  them,  which  eventtuited  in  the  settlement  of  different 
pUwes  in  that  region,  by  Americans,  who  came  to  dig  for  lead  ore.   This  rapid  increase  of 

settlers  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  Winnebago  Indians,  at  what  they  deemed  an  unauthorized 
intrusion  upon  their  lands,  which,  with  other  causes  operating  unfavorably  upon  their  minds, 
aroused  them  in  June,  1827,  to  open  acts  of  hostility.  Murders  became  frequent.  Finally,  the 
militia  of  Prairie  du  Chien  were  called  out.  On  the  twenty*ninth  of  August,  Briga^er-Geneial 
Henrjr  Atkinson,  of  the  United  States  army,  with  a  strong  force  of  regulars,  ascended  the  Wis> 
consin  river  to  put  an  end  to  any  further  spread  of  Winm-bago  disturbances.  He  was  joined  on 
the  first  of  September,  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  Galena  volunteers,  mounted,  and  under  com- 
mand of  General  Btenry  Dodge.  The  Winnebagoes  wete  awed  into  submission.  Thus  ended 
the  **  Winnebago  War."  It  was  followed  by  the  erection  at  the  portage  of  Fort  Winnebago,  by 
the  United  States. 

After  the  restoration  of  tran(|uillity.  the  United  States  proceeded  by  treaty  with  the  Indians, 
to  secure  the  right  to  occupy  the  lead  regions.  This  was  in  1828.  The  next  year,  the  General 
Government  purchased  of  the  Winnebagoes,  Southwestern  Wisconsin,  which  put  an  end  to  all 
trouble  on  account  of  mining  operations.  On  the  ninth  of  October,  1829,  a  county  was  formed, 
by  the  legislative  council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  comprising  all  that  part  of  Crawford 
county  lying  south  of  the  Wisconsin  river.  This  new  county  was  called  Iowa.  The  county 
seat  was  temporarily  established  at  Mineral  Point.  Following  this  was  a  treaty  in  1831,  with  the 
Menomonees,  for  all  their  lands  east  of  Green  bay,  Winnebago  lake^  and  Ae  Fox  and  Milwaukee 
rivers. 

There  was  now  a  crisis  at  hand.  The  most  prominent  event  to  be  recorded  in  the  pre-Ter- 
ritorial  annals  of  Wisconsin  is  known  as  the  Black  Hawk  War.  This  conflict  of  arms  between 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  the  United  States  arose  from  a  controrersy  in  regard  to  lands.  By  a 
treaty  made  at  Fort  Harmar,  just  across  the  River  Muskingum  from  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  January, 
1789,  the  Pottawattamie  and  Sac  tribes  of  Indians,  among  others,  were  received  into  the  friend- 
ship of  the  General  Government,  and  a  league  of  peace  and  unity  established  between  the  con- 
tracting parties  On  the  third  of  November,  1804,  a  treaty  at  St.  Louis  stipulated  that  the 
united  Sac  and  Fox  tribes  should  be  received  into  the  friendship  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
be  placed  under  their  protection.  These  tribes  also  agreed  to  consider  themselves  under  thepiO> 
tection  of  the  General  Government  and  of  no  other  power  whatsoever.  At  this  treaty  lands  were 
ceded  which  were  circumscribed  by  a  boundary  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Missouri  river 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Gasconade,  and  running  thence  in  a  direct  course  so  as  to  strike  the 
River  Jefferson  at  the  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  its  month,  and  down  that  stream  to  the  Missis- 
sippi.  It  then  ran  u])  the  latter  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  up  that  stream  to  a 
point  thirtv-six  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  its  mouth;  thence  by  a  straight  course  to  a  point 
where  the  Fox  river  of  the  Illinois  leaves  the  small  lake  then  called  Sakaegan,  and  from  that 
point  down  the  Fox  to  the  Illinois,  and  down  the  latter  to  the  Mississtj^i.  The  consideration  for 
this  cession  was  the  payment  of  goods  to  the  value  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  a  yearly  annuity  of  one  thousand  dollars — six  hundred  to  be  ]>aid  to 
the  Sacs  and  four  hundred  to  the  Foxes — to  be  liquidated  in  goods  valued  at  first  cost.  After- 
ward, Fort  Madison  was  meted  just  above  the  Des  Moines  rapids  in  the  Mississippi,  on  the  ter- 
ritory  ceded  at  the  last  mentioned  treaty.  Then  followed  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  agreed  to  take  no  part  therein.  However,  a  portion  afterward  joined  the 
English  against  the  Americans  along  with  other  Western  tribes.  M  the  restoration  of  peace  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  held  treaties  with  the  United  States.    There  was  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  of  1^4. 
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Such  in  brief  is  a  general  outline  of  affairs,  so  far  as  those  two  tribes  were  concerned,  down  to  the 
close  of  the  last  war  with  England.  From  this  time,  to  the  year  1830,  several  additional  treaties 
woe  made  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  by  the  General  Government :  one  in  1822,  by  which  thejr  rdin- 
(piihed  Atit  xi|^t  to  hare  the  United  States  establish  a  trading  house  or  factory  at  a  coavenknt 
pcintat  which  the  Indians  cmild  trade  and  save  themselves  from  the  imposition  of  traders,  for 
which  they  were  jiaid  the  sura  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  merchandise.  Again,  in  1824,  they 
sold  to  the  General  Government  all  their  lands  in  Missouri,  north  of  Missouri  river,  for  which 
tbey  received  one  thousand  dollars  the  same  year,  and  an  annuity  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  ten 
years.  In  1830,  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  a  strip  of  land  twenty  miles  wide  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Des  Moines,  on  the  north  side  of  their  territory.  The  time  had  now  come  for  the 
tvo  tribes  to  leave  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Mississippi  and  retire  across  the  "  great  water." 
Keokuk,  the  Watdifiil  Fox,  elected  his  wigwam  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  was  followed 
by  a  large  part  of  the  two  tribes.  But  a  band  headed  by  Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiah,  or  the 
Black  Sp.irrow  Hawk,  commonly  called  Black  Hawk,  refused  to  leave  their  village  near  Rock 
Island.  They  contended  that  thev  had  not  sold  their  town  to  the  United  Slates ;  and,  upon 
their  return  early  in  1831,  from  a  hunt  across  the  Mississippi,  finding  their  village  and  fields  in 
poMession  of  the  whites,  they  determined  to  repossess  their  homes  at  all  hazards.  This  was 
ktoked  upon,  or  called,  an  encroachment  by  the  settlers ;  so  the  governor  of  Illinois  took  the 
responsibility  of  declaring  the  State  invaded,  and  asked  the  United  States  to  drive  the  refractory 
Indians  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  result  was,  the  Indian  village  was  destroyed  by  Illinois 
volunteers.  This  and  the  threatened  advance  across  the  river  by  the  United  States  commander, 
bnmi^t  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers  to  terms.  They  sued  for  peace— agreeing  to  remain 
fiaiever  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.    But  this  truce  was  of  short  duration. 

Early  in  the  Spring  of  1832,  Black  Hawk  having  assembled  his  forces  on  the  Mississippi,  in 
Ae  vicinity  of  the  locality  where  Fort  Madison  had  stood,  crossed  that  stream  and  ascended 
Rodt  river.  This  was  die  signal  for  war.  The  governor  of  Illinois  made  a  call  for  volunteers; 
ttd,  in  a  brief  space  of  time,  eighteen  hundred  had  assembled  at  Beardstown,  Cass  county. 
They  marched  for  the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  where  a  council  of  war  was  held  by  their  officers 
and  Brigadier-General  Henry  .\tkinson,  of  the  regular  forces.  The  Indians  were  sent  word  by 
General  Atkinson  that  they  must  return  and  recross  the  Mississippi,  or  they  would  be  driven 
back  by  force.  **  If  you  wish  to  fight  us,  come  on,"  was  the  laconic  but  defiant  reply  o!  the  Sac 
chief.  \Vhenthe  attempt  was  made  to  compel  these  Indians  to  go  back  across  the  "great  river," 
a  collision  occurred  between  the  Illinois  militia  and  Black  Hawk's  braves,  resulting  in  the  dis- 
comfiture of  the  former  with  the  loss  of  eleven  men.  Soon  afterward  the  volunteers  were  dis- 
charged, and  the  first  campaign  of  Black  Hawk's  War  was  at  an  end.  This  was  in  May,  183a. 

In  June  following,  a  new  force  had  been  laised  and  put  under  the  command  of  General 
•Atkinson,  who  commenced  his  march  up  Rock  river.  Before  this,  there  had  been  a  general 
"I'oning"  in  the  lead  region,  including  the  whole  country  in  Southwest  Wisconsin,  notwithstand- 
ing which,  a  number  of  settlers  had  been  killed  by  the  savages,  mostly  in  Illinois.  Squads  of 
volaiiteen,  in  two  or  three  instances,  bad  encountered  the  Indians;  and  in  one  with  enrire  suc- 
CCM — upon  the  Pecatonica,  in  what  is  now  Lafayette  county,  Wisconsin— evsry  savage  (and 
there  were  seventeen  of  them)  being  killed.  The  loss  of  the  volunteers  was  three  killed  and 
voooded.  Atkinson's  march  up  Rock  river  was  attended  with  some  skirmishing ;  when,  being 
arfbnaed  that  Black  Hawk  and  his  force  were  at  Lake  Koshkonong.  in  die  southwest  comer  of 
vbat  is  now  Jefienon  county,  Wisconsin,  he  immediately  moved  thither  with  a  portion  cS  Ids 
nsijr,  where  the  whole  force  was  ordered  to  concentrate.  But  the  Sac  chief  with  his  people  had 
ion.  Colonels  Henry  Dodge  and  James  D.  Henry,  with  the  forces  under  them,  discovered  the 
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trail  of  the  savages,  leading  in  the  direction  of  the  Wisconsin  river.  It  was  evident  that  the 
retreating  force  was  laigef  and  that  it  had  bat  recently  passed.  The  pviBuing  troofw  hastened 
their  march.   On  the  twenty-first  of  July,  1832,  they  arrived  at  the  hills  which  skirt  the  left  bank 

of  that  stream,  in  what  is  now  Roxbury  town  (township),  Dane  county.  Here  was  Black 
Hawk's  whole  force,  including  women  and  children,  the  aged  and  infirm,  hastening  by  every 
effort  to  escape  across  the  river.  But  that  this  mig^t  now  be  efiiected,  it  became  necessary  for 
that  chief  to  make  a  firm  stand,  to  cover  the  retreat.   The  Indians  were  in  the  bottom  lands 

when  the  pursuing  whites  made  their  appearance  upon  the  heights  in  their  rear.  Colonel  DodRe 
occupied  the  front  and  sustained  the  first  attack  of  the  Indians.  He  was  soon  joined  by  Henry 
with  his  force,  when  they  obtained  a  complete  victory.  The  action  commenced  about  live 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  ended  at  sanset.  The  enemy,  ntimbering  not  less  than  five  hundred^ 
sostained  a  loss  of  about  sixty  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Americans 
was  one  killed  and  eight  woimded.  This  conflict  has  since  been  known  as  the  battle  of  Wis- 
consin Heights. 

During  the  night  following  the  battle,  Black  Hawk  made  his  es(»pe  wttii  his  fonatning  force 
and  people  down  the  Wisconsin  river.  The  women  and  childripn  made  their  way  down  stresa 

in  canoes,  while  the  warriors  marched  on  foot  along  the  shore.  The  Indians  were  pursued  in 
their  flight,  and  were  finally  brought  to  a  st.uul  on  the  Mississippi  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Bad  Axe,  on  the  west  boundary  of  what  is  now  Vernon  county,  Wisconsin.  About  two  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  second  of  August,  the  line  of  march  began  to  the  scene  of  Ae  last  con* 
diet  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  Dodge's  command  formed  the  advance,  supported  by  regular 
troops,  under  Colonel  Zachary  Taylor,  afterward  president  of  the  United  States.  Meanwhile  an 
armed  steamboat  had  moved  up  the  Mississippi  and  lay  in  front  of  the  savages ;  so  they  were 
attacked  on  all  ndea  by  the  exasperated  Americans.  The  haldo  lasted  about  two  hours,  and 
was  a  complete  victwy  for  the  whites.  Black  Hawk  fled,  but  was  soon  after  captureid.  This 
ended  the  war. 

The  survey  of  puiilir  lands  by  the  General  Government :  the  locating  and  opening  of  land 
ofhces  at  Mineral  Point  and  Green  Bay;  the  erection  of  Milwaukee  county  from  a  part  of 
Brown,  to  include  all  the  territory  bounded  on  the  east  and  south  by  the  east  and  south  lines  of 
the  present  State,  on  the  north  by  what  is  now  the  north  boundary  of  Washington  and  Ozaukee 
counties  and  farther  westward  on  the  north  line  of  township  numbered  twelve,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  dividing  line  between  ranges  eight  and  nine ;  and  the  changing  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Iowa  county  to  correspond  with  the  western  one  of  Milwaukee  county;  —  are  some  of  the 
important  events  following  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war.  There  was  an  immediate  and 
r^id  increase  of  immigration,  not  only  in  the  mining  region  but  in  various  other  parts  of  what  | 
is  now  Wisconsin,  more  especially  in  that  portion  bordering  on  Lake  Michigan.  The  interior 
was  yet  sparsely  settled.  By  th*;  act  of  June  28,  1834,  congress  having  attached  to  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  for  judicial  purposes,  all  the  country  "west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  north  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,"  comprising  the  whole  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Iowa,  all  of  the  present 
State  of  Minnesota  west  of  the  Mississi[)]>i  river,  and  more  than  half  of  what  is  now  the  Terri- 
tory of  Dakota,  the  legislative  counc  il  of  Michigan  Territory  extended  her  laws  over  the  whole 
area,  dividing  it  on  the  6th  of  September,  1834,  by  a  line  drawn  due  west  from  the  lower  end  of 
Rock  iskuMl  to  the  Missouri  river  into  two  counties :  the  country  south  of  that  line  constituting 
the  county  of  Des  Moines;  north  of  the  line^  tO  be  known  as  the  county  of  Dubvi  iue.  This 
whole  region  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  known  as  the  Iowa  district.  Immediately  after  the 
treaty  of  1832  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  the  United  States  having  come  into  ownership  of  a  large 
tract  in  this  district,  several  families  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  settled  on  the  purchase^  but  as 
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the  time  provided  for  the  Indians  to  give  possession  was  the  first  of  June,  i&a,  these  settlers 
were  dispossessed  bjr  order  of  the  Gmeral  Govenvent.  So  soon*  however,  as  the  Lidians  jidded 
possession,  settlements  b^an,  but,  from  the  date  just  mentioned  until  September,  1834,  after  the 

district  was  attached,  for  judicial  purposes,  to  Michigan  Territory,  it  was  without  any  municipal 
law  whatever.  The  organization  of  the  counties  of  Dubuque  and  Des  Moines  on  the  sixth  of 
that  month,  secured,  of  course  a  regular  administration  of  justice.  Before  this  time  to  facili- 
tate intercourse  between  the  two  remote  military  posts  of  Fort  Howard  at  Green  Bay,  and  Fort 
Cmribid  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  a  military  road  was  commenced  to  connect  the  two  points ;  so, 
one  improvement  followed  another.  On  the  rst  of  January,  1836,  a  session  (the  first  one)  of 
tlie  seventh  legislative  council  of  Michigan  Territory  —  that  is,  of  so  much  of  it  as  lay  to  the 
westward  cf  Lake  Michigan — was  held  at  Green  Bay,  and  a  memorial  adopted,  asking  Congress 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  Territory  west  of  that  lake ;  to  include  all  of  Michigan  Territory  not 
embraced  in  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan.  Congress,  as  will  now  be  shown*  very  soon  com* 
plied  with  the  request  of  the  memorialists. 

IV.— WISCONSIN  TERRITORY. 

The  establishing  of  a  separate  and  distinct  Territory  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  was  the  result 
of  the  prospective  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  (an  event  which  took  place  not  until 
the  twenty-sixth  of  January,  1837),  as  the  population,  in  all  the  region  outside  of  the  boundaries 
determined  upon  by  the  people  for  that  State,  would  otherwise  be  left  without  a  government,  or, 
St  least,  it  would  be  necessary  to  change  the  capital  of  the  old  Michigan  Territory  farther  to  the 
westward  ;  so  it  was  thought  best  to  erect  a  new  territory,  to  be  called  Wisconsin  (an  Indian 
word  signifying  wild  rushing  water,  or  channel,  so  called  from  the  principal  eastern  tributary  of 
the  Ifisrisstppi  within  its  borders),  which  was  done  by  an  act  of  congress,  approved  April  20, 
1836,  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  July  following.  The  Territory  was  made  to 
include  all  that  is  now  embraced  within  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  a  part  of 
the  Territory  of  Dakota,  more  particularly  described  within  boundaries  commencing  at  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  running  thence  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Michigan  to  a 
pomt  opposite  the  main  channel  of  Green  hay ;  Uience  through  that  channel  and  the  bay  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Menomonee  river ;  thence  up  that  stream  to  its  head,  which  is  nearest  the  lake  of  the 
Desert ;  thence  to  the  middle  of  that  lake  ;  thence  down  the  Montreal  river  to  its  mouth  ;  thence 
with  a  direct  line  across  Lake  Superior  to  where  the  territorial  line  of  the  United  States  last  touches 
tte  lake  northwest ;  thence  on  the  north,  with  the  toritorial  line,  to  the  White  Earth  river ;  on  the 
vest  by  a  line  drawn  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  that  stream  to  the  Missouri  river, 
aaddown  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  last  mentioned  stream  to  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  State  of  Missouri ;  and  thence  with  the  boundaries  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  as 
already  fixed  by  act  of  congress,  to  the  place  or  point  of  beginning.  Its  counties  were  Brown, 
Mihnuttee,  Iowa,  Crawford,  Dubuque,  and  Des  Moines,  with  a  portion  of  Chippewa  and  Michili- 
mackinac  left  unorganized.  Although,  at  this  time,  the  State  of  Michigan  was  only  engaged,  so 
to  speak,  to  the  Union,  to  include  the  two  peninsulas  (many  of  its  citizens  preferring  in  lieu 
thereof  the  lower  one  only,  with  a  small  slice  off  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  as 
now  constitnted),  yet  ihe  manu^  ceremony  was  peif(»med,  as  has  been  stated,  a  tew  mondis 
sfterward. 

The  act  of  congress  establishing  the  Territorial  government  of  Wisconsin  was  very  full  and 
complete.  It  first  determined  its  boundaries ;  then  it  declared  that  all  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Michigan  over  the  new  Territory  should  cease  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  with  a 
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proper  reservation  of  nghts  in  favor  of  the  Indians.  It  provided  for  subsequently  dividing  tne 
Territory  into  one  or  more,  should  congress  deem  it  irise  so  to  do.  It  abo  dedafed  tlwt  IIk 
executive  power  and  authority  in  and  over  the  Territory  should  be  vestedin  a  governor,  at  the  same 

time  defining  his  ymwers.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  secretar>-,  stating  what  his  duties 
should  be.  The  legislative  power  was  vested  in  the  governor  and  legislative  assembly,  the  latter 
to  consist  of  a  council  and  house  of  representatives,  answering  respectively  to  the  senate  and 
assembly,  as  states  are  usually  organised.  There  was  a  ptovision  for  taking  the  census  of  the 
several  counties,  and  one  giving  the  governor  power  to  name  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  the  first  election,  and  to  declare  the  number  of  members  of  the  council  and  house  of 
representatives  to  which  each  county  should  be  entitled.  He  was  also  to  determine  where  the 
first  legislative  assembly  should  meet,  and  a  wise  piovisbn  was  that  the  latter  should  not  be  in 
•esMon  in  any  one  year  more  than  seventy-five  days. 

One  section  of  the  act  declared  who  should  be  entitled  to  vote  and  hold  office ;  another 
defined  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  legislature,  and  a  third  provided  that  all  laws  should  be 
submitted  to  congress  for  their  approval  or  rejection.  There  was  a  section  designating  what 
offices  should  be  elective  and  what  ones  diould  be  filled  by  die  governor.  There  were  others 
regulating  the  judiciary  for  the  Territory  and  declaring  what  offices  should  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States,  jjfoviding  for  their  taking  the  proper  oaths  of  office  and  regulating  their  salaries. 
One,  perhaps  the  most  important  of  all,  declared  that  the  Territory  should  be  entitled  to  and  enjoy 
all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages  granted  by  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787.  There 
was  also  a  provision  for  the  dection  of  a  delqjate  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States;  and  a  declaration  that  all  suits  and  indictments  pending  in  the  old  courts  should  be  coo* 
tinued  in  the  new  ones.  Five  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  a  library  for  the aocommo* 
datiou  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  and  of  its  supreme  court. 

For  the  new  Territory,  Henry  Dodge  wa^  on  the  30th  of  April,  1836,  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
tiien  President  of  the  United  States,  commissioned  governor.  John  S.  Homer  was  commissioned 
secretary;  Charles  Dunn,  chief  justice;  David  Irvin  and  William  C.  Frazer,  associate  judges; 
W.  W.  Chapman,  attorney,  and  Francis  Gehon,  marshal.  The  machinery  of  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment was  thus  formed,  which  was  set  in  motion  by  these  officers  taking  the  prescribed  oath  of 
office.  The  next  important  step  to  be  taken  was  to  organise  the  Territorial  legislature.  The 
provisions  of  the  organic  act  relative  to  the  enumeration  of  the  population  of  the  Territory  were 
that  previously  to  the  first  election,  the  governor  should  cause  the  ceusus  of  the  inha!)itants  of 
the  several  counties  to  be  taken  by  the  several  sheriffs,  and  that  the  Utter  should  make  returns  of 
the  same  to  the  Executive.  These  figures  gave  to  Des  Moines  county,  6,257  ;  Iowa  county, 
5,234;  Dubuque  county,  4,274:  Milwaukee  county,  1,893;  Brown  county,  2,706;  Crawford 
county,  850.  The  entire  population,  therefore,  of  Wisconsin  Territory  in  the  summer  of  1836, 
as  given  by  the  first  census  was,  in  precise  numbers,  twenty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen, of  which  the  two  counties  west  of  the  Mississippi  furnished  nearly  one  half.  The  apportion- 
ment,  after  the  census  had  been  taken,  made  by  the  governor,  gave  to  the  different  counties  thir- 
teen councilnwn  and  twenty-six  representatives.  Brown  county  got  two  councifanen  and  three 
representatives  ;  Crawford,  two  representatives,  but  no  councilmen  ;  Milwaukee,  two  councilmen 
and  three  representatives  ;  Iowa,  Dubuque  and  Des  Moines,  each  three  councilmen  ;  but  of  repre- 
sentatives, Iowa  got  six ;  Dubuque,  five,  and  Des  Moines,  seven.  The  election  was  held  on  the 
tenth  of  October,  1836,  exciting  considerable  interest,  growing  out,  chiefly,  of  local  considera* 
tionf.  The  permanent  location  of  the  capital,  the  division  of  counties,  and  the  location  of  county 
seats,  were  the  principal  questions  influencing  the  voters.  There  were  elected  from  the  county 
of  Brown,  Henry  S.  Baird  and  John  P.  Arndt,  members  of  the  council;  £bene2er  Chiids,  Albert 
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G.  Ellis  and  Alexander  J.  Irwin,  members  of  the  honte  of  representatives ;  from  Milwaukee, 
Utt connrilmen  were  Gilbert  Knapp  and  Alanson  Sweet;  repretentatiTet,  William  B.  Sheldon, 

Madison  W.  Cornwall  and  Charles  Durkee :  from  Iowa,  councilmcn,  EbenezerBrigham,  JohnB. 
Ttrry  and  James  R.  Vineyard;  representatives,  William  Boyles,  G.  F,  Smith,  D.  M.  Parkinson, 
Thomas  McKnight,  T.  Shanley  and  J.  P.  Cox  :  from  Dubuc|ue,councilmen,  John  Foley,  Thomas 
tfcCnmey  and  Thomas  McKnight ;  representatives,  Loring  Wheeler,  Hardin  Nowlin,  Hosea  T. 
doip,  P.  H.  Sngle  and  Patrick  Qai|^y:  from  Des  Moines,  council  men,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr., 
JOKph  B.  Teas  and  Arthur  B.  Inghram ;  representatives,  Isaac  Leffler,  Thomas  Blair,  Warren  L. 
Jenkins,  John  Box,  George  W.  Teas,  £U  Reynolds  and  David  R.  Chance:  from  Crawford,  repre- 
sentatives, James  H.  Lockwood  and  James  B.  Dallam. 

Bdmont,  in  the  present  county  of  LaFayette,  then  in  Iowa  county,  was,  by  the  governor, 
appointed  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature;  he  also  fixed  the  time — the  twenty-fifth 
of  October.  A  (luorum  was  in  attendance  in  both  branches  at  the  time  decided  upon  for  their 
assembling,  and  the  two  houses  were  speedily  organized  by  the  election  of  Peter  Hill  Fngle,  of 
Dnbuque,  speaker  of  the  house,  and  Henry  S.  Baird,  of  Brown,  president  of  the  councfl.  Eadi 
of  the  separate  divisions  of  the  government — the  executive,  the  judicial,  and  the  legislative— 
was  now  in  working  order,  except  that  it  remained  for  the  legislature  to  divide  the  Territory  into 
judicial  districts,  and  make  an  assignment  of  the  judges ;  and  for  the  governor  to  appoint  a  Ter- 
ritorial treasurer,  auditor  and  attorney  general.  The  act  of  congress  establishing  the  Terri- 
tory  required  that  it  should  be  divided  into  three  judicial  districts.  The  counties  of  Crawford 
and  Iowa  were  constitued  by  the  legislature  the  first  district,  to  which  was  assigned  Chief  Justice 
Dunn.  The  second  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Des  Moines  and  Dubuque;  to  it 
was  assigned  Associate  Judge  Irvin.  The  third  district  was  formed  of  the  counties  of  Brown 
*ad  Milwaukee,  to  which  was  assigned  Associate  Judge  Fraser. 

Governor  Dodge,  in  hu  first  message  to  the  Territorial  legislature,  directed  attentioa  to  the 
necessity  for  defining  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the  several  courts,  and  recommended  that 
congress  should  be  memorialized  to  extend  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  upon  the 
pablic  lands  and  to  miners  on  mineral  lands;  also,  to  remove  the  obstructions  in  the  rapids 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  to  construct  harbors  and  light-houses  on  Lake  Michigan,  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  Fox  river  and  to  survey  the  same  from  its  mouth  to  Fort  Winnebago,  to 
increase  the  amount  of  lands  granted  to  the  Territory  for  school  purposes,  and  to  organize  and 
snn  the  militia  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  settlements.  The  first  act  passed  by  the  legis- 
Isture  was  one  privileging  members  from  arrest  in  certain  cases  and  conferring  on  themselves 
power  to  punish  parties  for  contempt  The  second  one  established  the  three  judicial  districts 
and  assigned  the  judges  thereto.  One  was  passed  to  borrow  money  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  session  ;  others  protecting  a.l  lands  donated  to  the  Territory  by  the  United  States  in  aid 
of  schools,  and  creating  a  common  school  fund.  A  memorial  to  congress  was  adopted  request- 
ing authorisation  to  sell  the  school-section  in  each  township,  and  appropriate  the  money  arising 
dttrefrom  for  increasing  the  fund  for  schools. 

During  this  session,  five  counties  were  "set  oflT"  west  of  the  Mississippi  river:  l.ec,  Van 
Baren,  Henry,  Louisa,  Muscatine,  and  Cook;  and  fifteen  east  of  that  stream  :  Walworth,  Racine, 
Jcfieisoo,  Dane,  Portage,  Dodge,  Washington,  Sheboygan,  Fond  du  Lac,  Calumet,  Manitowoc, 
Msfqaette,  Rock,  Grant  and  Green. 

The  principal  question  agitating  the  legislature  at  its  first  session  was  the  location  of  the 
capital,  .\lready  the  people  west  of  the  Mississippi  were  speculating  upon  the  establishment  of 
a  rerritory  on  that  side  the  river,  prospects  for  which  would  be  enhanced  evidently,  by  placing 
the  seat  of  govemmeat  somewhat  in  a  central  position  east  of  that  stream,  for  Wisconsin 
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Territoiy.  Now,  as  Madison  was  a  point  answering  such  reqttifements  she  triumphed  over  all 
competitors;  and  the  tatter  numbered  a  dozen  or  more — including,  among  others.  Fond  du  Lac, 

Milwaukee,  Racine,  Belmont,  Mineral  Point,  Green  Bay,  and  Cassville.  The  struggle  over  this 
question  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  ever  witnessed  in  the  Territorial  legislature.  Madison 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  seat  of  government,  but  it  was  provided  that  sessions  of  the  legislature 
should  be  held  at  Burlington,  in  Des  Moines  county,  until  the  fourth  of  March,  1839,  unless  the 
public  buildings  in  the  new  capital  should  be  sooner  completed.  After  an  enactment  that  the 
legislature  should  thereafter  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  November  of  each  year,  both  houSCSi 
on  the  ninth  day  of  December,  1836,  adjourned  sine  die. 

In  the  act  of  congress  establishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  it  was  provided  that  a  delegate 
to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  tsS  two  years,  should 
be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to  elect  members  of  the  legislative  assembly-,  and  that  the 
first  election  should  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  or  places,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner 
as  the  governor  of  the  Territory  should  appoint  and  direct.  Id  pursuance  of  this  enactment. 
Governor  Dodge  directed  that  the  election  for  delegate  should  be  at  the  time  and  places 
appointed  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  legislative  assembly — the  loth  of  October,  1836. 
The  successful  candidate  for  that  office  was  George  W.  Jones,  of  Sinsinawa  Mound,  Iowa 
county — in  that  portion  which  was  afterward  "set  off"  as  Grant  county.  Jones,  under  the  act 
of  1819,  had  been  elected  a  delegate  for  Michigan  Territory,  in  October,  1835,  and  took  his 
seat  at  the  ensuing  session,  in  December  of  that  year.  By  the  act  of  June  15, 1836,  the  consd< 
tution  and  State  government  which  the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  was 
accepted,  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  she  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  so  that  the  term  of  two  years  for  which  Jones  had  been  elected  was  cut  short,  as,  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  his  term  could  not  survive  the  existence  of  the  Temtory  he  represented. 
But,  as  he  was  a  candidate  for  dection  to  represent  the  new  Territory  of  Wisconsin  in  congress 
as  a  delegate,  nnd  w  as  successful,  he  took  his  seat  at  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of 
the  twenty-fourth  <  ongress — December  12, 1836,  notwithstanding  he  had  been  elected  only  a 
little  over  two  months. 

The  first  tenn  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  was  held  at  Belmont  on  the  8th  day  of 
December.   There  were  present,  Charles  Dunn,  chief  justice,  and  David  Irvin,  associate  judge. 

John  Catlin  was  appointed  clerk,  and  Ilcnry  S.  Baird  having  previoiislv  been  commissioned 
attorney  general  for  the  Territory  by  Governor  Dodge,  appeared  before  the  court  and  took  the 
oath  of  office.  Causes  in  which  the  United  States  was  party  or  interested  were  looked  after 
the  United  States  attorney,  who  received  his  appointment  from  the  president;  while  all  cases 
in  which  the  Territory  was  interested  was  attended  to  by  the  attorney  general,  whose  commission 
was  signed  by  the  governor.  The  appointing  of  a  crier  and  reporter  and  the  admission  of 
several  attorneys  to  practice,  completed  the  business  for  the  term.  The  annual  term  appointed 
for  the  third  Monday  of  July  of  the  following  year,  at  Madison,  was  not  held;  as  no  business  for 
the  action  of  the  court  had  matured. 

At  the  time  of  the  complete  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  when  the  whole 
machinery  had  been  put  fairly  in  motion ;  when  its  first  legislature  at  its  first  session  had,  after 
passing  forty-two  laws  and  three  joint  resolutions,  in  forty-six  days,  adjourned;  —  at  this  time, 
the  entire  portion  west  of  the  Mississippi  had,  in  round  numbers,  a  population  of  only  eleven 
thousand  ;  while  the  sparsely  settled  mineral  region^  the  military  establishments  —  Fort  Craw* 
ford,  Fort  Winnebago,  and  Fort  Howard  —  and  the  settlements  at  or  near  them,  with  the  village 
of  Milwaukee,  constituted  about  all  there  was  of  the  Territory  east  of  that  river,  aggregating 
about  twelve  thousand  inhabitants.  There  was  no  land  in  market,  except  a  narrow  strip  along 
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Ibe  ihofe  Ot  Lake  Michigan,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay.  The  residne  of  the  coantry 
Mmtk  and  east  of  the  Wisconi in  and  Fox  riven  was  open  only  to  preifmption  by  actual  settlers. 

The  Indian  tribes  still  claimed  a  large  portion  of  the  lands.  On  the  north  and  as  far  west  as 
the  Red  river  of  the  north  were  located  the  Chippewas.  The  southern  limits  of  their  posses- 
sions were  deAned  by  a  line  drawn  from  a  point  on  that  stream  in  about  latitude  46^  30'  in  a 
SMtbeasterly  direction  to  the  head  of  Lake  St.  Croix;  thence  in  the  sane  general  direction  to 
what  is  now  Stevens  Point,  in  the  present  Portage  oonnty,  Wisconsin ;  thence  nearly  east  to 
Wolf  river;  and  thence  in  a  direction  nearly  northeast  to  the  Menomonee  river.  The  whole 
country  bounded  by  the  Red  river  and  Mississippi  on  the  east;  the  parallel  of  about  43*^  of 
Ittitnde  on  the  south ;  the  Missouri  and  White  Earth  river  on  the  west;  and  the  Territorial  line 
oa  the  north,  was  occupied  by  the  Sioux.  In  the  southwest  part  of  the  Territory,  lying  mostly 
soath  of  latitude  43^  —  in  the  country  reaching  to  the  Missouri  State  boundary  line  south,  and 
to  the  Missouri  river  west  —  were  the  homes  of  the  Pottawattamies,  the  lowas,  and  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes.  Between  the  Wisconsin  river  and  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  north  to  the  south 
line  of  the  Chippewas  was  the  territory  of  the  Winnebagoes.  East  of  the  Winnebagoes  in  the 
country  north  of  the  Fox  river  of  Green  bay  were  located  the  Menomonees,  their  lands 
extending  to  Wolf  river.  Such  was  the  general  outline  of  Indian  omipancy  in  Wisconsin 
Territofy  at  its  organization.  A  portion  of  the  country  east  of  Wolf  river  and  north  of  Green 
bay  and  the  Fox  river;  the  whole  of  the  area  lying  south  of  Green  bay,  Fox  river  and  the 
Visoonsin;  and  a  strip  of  territory  immediately  west  of  the  Mississippi,  about  fifty  miles  in 
width,  and  extending  from  the  Missouri  State  line  as  far  north  as  the  northern  bound^try  of  the 
present  State  of  Iowa,  constituted  the  whole  extent  of  country  over  which  the  Indians  had 
no  claim. 

The  second  session  of  the  first  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  began  at  Burlington, 
now  the  county  seat  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1837.  The  governor, 

in  his  message,  recommended  a  codification  of  the  laws,  the  organization  of  the  militia,  and  other 
measures  of  interest  to  the  people.  An  act  was  Dassed  providing  for  taking  another  census,  and 
one  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.  By  a  joint  resolution,  congress  was  urged  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  money,  and  two  townships  of  land  for  a  "  University 
of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin."  The  money  was  not  appropriated,  but  the  land  was  granted— 
forty-six  thousand  and  eighty  acres.  This  was  the  fundamental  endowment  of  the  present  State 
university,  at  Madison.  A  bill  was  also  passed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  school  lands,  and  to 
prepare  for  organizing,  regulating  and  perfecting  schools.  Another  act,  which  passed  the 
legidature  at  this  session,  proved  an  apple  of  discord  to  the  people  of  the  Territory.  The 
measure  was  intended  to  provide  ways  and  means  whereby  to  connect,  by  canals  and  slack- 
water,  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  tliose  of  the  Mississippi,  by  way  of  Rock  river,  the 
Catfish,  the  four  lakes  and  the  Wisconsin,  by  the  incorporation  of  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock 
rifer  canal  company.  This  company  was  given  authority  to  apply  to  congress  for  xn  appro- 
priation in  money  or  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  which  was  to  have  its  eastern 
SBtlet  in  the  Milwaukee  river,  and  to  unite  at  its  western  terminus  with  Rock  river,  near  the 
present  village  of  Jefferson,  in  Jefferson  county.  The  result  was  that  a  grant  of  land  of  odd- 
Bambered  sections  in  a  strip  of  territory  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  the  proposed  canal 
was  secured,  and  in  July,  1839,  over  forty  thousand  acres  were  sold  at  the  minimum  price  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  However,  owing  mainly  to  the  fact  that  purchasers  were 
compelled  to  pay  double  the  government  price  for  their  lands  —  owing  also  to  the  circumstance 
of  an  antagonism  growing  up  between  the  officers  of  the  canal  company  and  the  Territorial 
olioen  intrusted  with  the  disposition  of  the  lands,  and  to  conflicts  between'the  beneficiaries  of 
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the  grant  and  tome  of  the  leadhig  politicians  of  the  time— the  whole  scheme  pioved  a  cwse 
and  a  blight  rather  than  a  blessing,  and  eventuating,  of  courts  in  the  total  failure  of  the  project. 
There  had  been  much  Territorial  and  State  legislation  concerning  the  matter;  but  very  little 
work,  meanirhile,  was  done  on  the  canal.  It  is  only  within  the  year  1875  that  an  apparent 
quietus  has  been  given  to  the  subject,  and  legislative  enactments  fwever  put  at  rest. 

Fourteen  counties  were  set  off  during  this  session  of  the  legislature  at  Burlington — all 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  They  were  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cedar,  Clinton,  Delaware,  Fayette, 
Jackson,  Johnson,  Jones,  Keokuk,  Linn,  Slaughter,  Scott  and  Clayton.  One  hundred  and  five 
acts  and  twenty  joint  resolutions  were  passed.  On  the  20th  of  January,  1S38,  both  houses 
adjourned  until  the  second  Monday  of  June  following. 

The  census  of  the  Territory  having  been  taken  in  May,  the  special  session  of  the  first  legis- 
lature commenced  on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1838,  at  Burlington,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  new  apportionment  of  members  of  the  house.  This  was  effected  by 
giving  twelve  members  to  the  counties  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  fourteen  to  those  west  of  that 
stream,  to  be  contingent,  however,  upon  the  division  of  the  Territory,  which  measure  was  not 
only  then  before  congress,  but  had  been  actually  passed  bf  that  body,  thouj^  unknown  to  the 
Territorial  legislature.  The  law  made  it  incumbent  on  the  governor,  in  the  event  of  the  Terri- 
tory being  divided  before  the  next  general  election,  to  make  an  apportionment  for  the  part 
remaining,— enacting  that  the  one  made  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  should,  in  that  case,  have 
no  effect  Having  provided  that  the  next  session  should  be  held  at  Ntadison,  the  legislative  body 
adjourned  sinr  die  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  1838,  the  public  buildings  at  the  new  capital 
having  been  put  under  contract  in  April,  previous.  Up  to  this  time,  the  officers  of  the  Territory 
at  large,  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States  at  its  organization,  had  remained 
unchanged,  except  that  the  secretary,  John  S.  Homer,  had  been  removed  and  his  place  given  to 
William  B.  Slaughter,  by  appointment,  dated  February  16,  1837.  Now  there  were  two  other 
changes  made.  On  the  nineteenth  of  June,  Edward  James  was  commissioned  marshal,  and  on 
the  fifth  of  July,  Moses  M.  Strong  was  commissioned  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ter- 
ritory. By  an  act  iA  congress,  approved  June  12,  1838,  to  divide  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  establish  a  Territorial  government  west  of  the  Mississippi,  it  was  jH^vided  that  from  and 
after  the  third  day  of  July  following,  al!  tliat  part  of  Wisconsin  Territory  lying  west  of  that  river 
and  west  of  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  its  headwaters  or  sources  to  the  Territorial  line,  for  the 
purposes  of  a  Territorial  government  should  be  set  apart  and  known  by  the  name  of  Iowa.  It 
was  further  enacted  that  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  should  thereafter  extend  westward  only  to 
the  Mississippi.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  all  that  portion  of  the  present  State  of  Minnesota, 
extending  eastward  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  St.  Croix  and  northward  to  the  United  States 
boundary  line,  was  then  a  part  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  even  after  the  organization  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  fowa.  The  census  taken  in  May,  just  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  gave  a  total 
population  to  the  several  counties  of  the  Toritory,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  of  18,149. 

On  the  third  Monday  of  July,  1838,  the  annual  terms  of  the  supreme  court  —  the  first  one 
after  the  re-organization  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin — was  held  at  Madison.  There  were 
present  Chief  Justice  Dunn  and  Associate  Judge  Frazer.  After  admitting  five  attorneys  to 
practice,  hearing  several  motions,  and  granting  several  rules,  the  court  adjourned.  All  the  terms 
of  the  Supreme  Court  thereafter  were  held  at  Madison. 

At  an  election  held  in  the  Territory  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1838,  James  Duane  Doty 
received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  office  of  delegate  to  congress,  and  was  declared  by 
Governor  Dodge  duly  elected,  by  a  certificate  of  election,  issued  on  the  tw«>ty  .seventh  day  of 
October  following.   Upon  the  commencement  of  the  third  session  of  the  twenty«fifth  congress 
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oa  Monday,  December  lo,  1838,  Isaac  £.  Crary,  member  from  Michigan,  announced  to  the  chair 
of  the  bouse  of  repreaeiitfttiires  ihat  Doty  was  in  attendance  as  delegate  from  Wisconsin  Terri- 
Iwy,  and  moved  that  he  be  qualified.  Joncst  the  former  delegate,  then  rose  and  protested 
agUBSt  Doty's  right  to  the  seat,  claiming  that  his  (Jones')  term  had  not  expired.  The  basis  for 
his  claim  was  that  under  the  act  of  1S17,  a  delegate  must  be  elected  only  for  one  congress,  and 
not  for  parts  of  two  congressional  terms ;  that  his  term  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  did  not 
coomieBce  until  the  fourth  of  March,  1837,  and  consequently  would  not  expire  until  the  fourth 
of  March,  1839.  The  subject  was  finally  referred  to  the  committee  of  elections.  This  com- 
mittee, on  the  fourteenth  of  January,  1839,  reported  in  favor  of  Doty's  right  to  his  seat  as  dele- 
gate, submitting  a  resolution  to  that  effect  which  passed  the  house  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  to  twenty-five.  Whereupon  Doty  was  qualified  as  delegate  from  Wisconsin  Territory, 
sad  took  his  seat  at  the  date  last  mentioned. 

On  the  Sth  of  November,  Andrew  G.  Miller  was  appdnted  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  then 
president  of  the  United  States,  associate  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  to  succeed  Judge  Frazer, 
who  died  at  Milwaukee,  on  the  i8ih  of  October.  During  this  year,  Moses  M.  Strong  succeeded 
W.  W.  Chapman  as  United  States  attorney  for  the  Territory. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November,  1838,  the  legislature  of  the  re-organised  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin— being  the  first  session  of  the  second  legislative  assembly — met  at  Madison.  Governor 
Dodge,  in  his  message,  recommended  an  investigation  of  the  banks  then  in  operation,  memorial- 
izing congress  for  a  grant  of  lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  river  of  Green  bay  and  the 
Wtsoonsin;  the  revision  of  the  laws;  the  division  of  the  Territoiy  into  judicial  districts;  the 
jiudce  of  granting  to  all  miners  who  have  obtained  the  ownership  of  mineral  grounds  under  the 
regulations  of  the  superintendent  of  the  United  States  lead  mines,  either  by  discovery  or  pur* 
chase,  the  right  of  pre-emption ;  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan. 

The  attention  of  this  Legislature  was  directed  to  the  mode  in  which  the  oommis^oners  oS 
puUtc  buildings  had  disdiarged  their  duties  There  was  an  investigation  of  the  three  banks 
then  in  operation  in  the  Territory— one  at  Green  Bay,  one  at  Mineral  Point,  and  the  other  at 
Milwaukee.  A  plan,  also,  for  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory  was  considered.  A  new 
assignment  was  made  for  the  holding  of  district  courts.  Chief  Justice  Dunn  was  assigned  to  the 
first  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Iowa,  Grant  and  Crawford ;  Judge  Irvin  to  the  second, 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Dane,  Jefferson,  Rock,  Walworth  and  Green;  while  Judge  Miller 
was  assigned  to  the  thin!  district,  composed  of  Milwaukee,  I5rown  and  Racine  counties — includ- 
ing therein  the  unorganized  counties  of  Washington  and  Dodge,  which,  for  judicial  purposes, 
were,  when  constituted  by  name  and  boundar}',  attached  to  Milwaukee  county,  and  had  so 
mnained  since  that  date.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  aad  of  December,  to  meet  i^n  on 
the  2istof  the  following  month.  "Although,"  said  the  president  of  the  council,  ujwn  the  occasion 
of  the  adjournment, '"  l)',it  few  acts  of  a  general  character  have  been  passed,  as  the  discussions  and 
action  of  this  body  have  been  chiefly  conlined  to  bills  of  a  local  nature,  and  to  the  passage  of 
nenorials  to  the  parent  government  in  behalf  of  the  great  interests  of  the  Territory;  yet  it  is 
believed  that  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  two  houses  authorising  a  revision  of  the  laws,  is  a 
measure  of  infinite  importance  to  the  true  interests  of  the  people,  and  to  the  credit  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Territory." 

The  census  of  the  Territory  having  been  taken  during  the  year  1838,  showed  a  population 
of  18,130,  an  increase  in  two  years  of  6,447. 
Tlie  second  session  of  the  reomd  legislative  assembly  commenced  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 

Jatjuary,  1839,  agreeable  to  adjournment.  The  most  important  work  was  the  revision  of  the  laws 
which  had  been  perfected  during  the  recess,  by  the  committee  to  whom  the  work  was  intrusted. 
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consisting  of  three  members  from  each  house :  tnm  the  council,  liC.  L.  Martin,  Marshall  M. 

Strong,  and  James  Collins ;  from  the  house  of  representatives,  Edward  V.  Whiton,  Augustus 
Story,  and  Barlow  Shackleford.  The  act  legalizing  the  revision,  took  effect  on  the  fourth  day  of 
July  following.  The  laws  as  revised,  composed  the  principal  part  of  those  forming  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  1839,  a  Taluable  volume  for  all  classes  in  the  territory— and  especially  so  for  the 
courts  and  lawyers — during  the  next  ten  years.  The  siiudit  adjournment  of  this  legislature  took 
place  on  the  nth  of  March,  1839. 

On  the  8ih  of  March  of  this  year,  Henry  Dodge,  whose  term  for  three  years  as  governor 
was  about  to  expire,  was  again  commissioned  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  as  governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  At  the  July  term  of  the  supreme  court,  all  the  judges  were  pre- 
sent, and  several  cases  were  heard  and  decided.  A  seal  for  the  court  was  also  adopted.  The 
attorney  general  of  the  Territory  at  this  time  was  H.  N.  Wells,  who  had  been  commissioned  by 
Governor  Dodge,  on  the  30th  of  March  previous,  in  place  of  H.  S.  Baird,  resigned.  Wells  not 
being  in  attendance  at  this  term  of  the  court,  Franklin  J.  Munger  was  appointed  by  the  judge 
attorney  general  for  that  session.  The  clerk,  John  Catlin  having  resigned,.Simeon  Mills  was 
selected  by  the  court  to  fill  his  place.  From  this  time,  the  supreme  court  met  annually,  as  pro- 
vided by  law,  until  Wisconsin  became  a  State. 

The  next  legislature  assembled  at  Madison,  on  the  second  of  December,  1839.  This  was 
the  third  session  of  the  second  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory.  The  term  for  which  mem* 
bers  of  the  house  were  elected,  would  soon  expire ;  it  was  therefore  desirable  that  a  new  appor- 
tionment should  be  made.  As  the  census  would  be  taken  ihe  ensuing  June,  by  the  United  States, 
it  would  be  unnecessary  for  the  Territory  to  make  an  additional  enumeration.  A  short  session 
was  reserved  upon,  and  then  an  adjournment  until  after  the  completion  of  the  cennis.  One  of 
the  subjects  occupying  largely  the  attention  of  the  members,  was  the  condition  of  the  capitol, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  intrusted  with  the  money  appropriated  by  congress  to 
defray  the  cost  of  its  construction.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  thirteenth  of  January, 
1S40,  to  meet  again  on  the  third  of  the  ensuing  August.  The  completion  of  the  census  showed 
a  population  for  the  Territory  of  thirty  diousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  against  eighteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty,  two  years  previous.  Upon  the  re-assembling  of  the  legisla- 
ture— which  is  known  as  the  extra  session  of  the  second  legi~lative  assembly — at  the  time  agreed 
upon,  some  changes  were  made  in  the  apportionment  of  memlu-'  s  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives; the  session  lasted  but  a  few  days,  a  final  adjournment  taking  place  on  the  fourteenth  of 
August,  1840.  At  the  July  term  of  the  supreme  court,  Simeon  Mills  resigned  the  office  of 
clerk,  and  La  Fayette  Kellogg  was  appointed  in  his  place.  Kellogg  continued  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion until  the  state  judiciary  was  organized.  .At  the  ensuing  election,  James  Duane  Doty  was 
re-elected  Territorial  delegate,  taking  his  scat  for  the  first  time  under  his  second  term,  on  the 
eighth  day  of  December,  1840,  at  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-sixth 
congress. 

The  first  session  of  the  third  legislative  assembly  commence^  on  the  seventh  of  December, 
1840,  with  all  new  members  in  the  house  except  three.  All  had  recently  been  elected  under  the 
new  apportionment.  Most  of  the  session  was^  devoted  to  the  ordinary  routine  of  legislation. 
There  was,  however,  n  departure,  in  the  passage  of  two  acts  granting  divorces,  from  the  usual 
current  of  lcL;i^lative  proceedings  in  the  Territory.  There  was,  also,  a  very  interesting  contested 
election  case  between  two  members  from  Brown  county.  Such  was  the  backwardness  in  regard 
to  the  building  of  the  capitol,  at  this  date,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  stood  ready  10 
remove  the  seat  of  government  to  some  other  place.  However,  as  no  particular  point  could  be 
agreed  upon,  it  remained  at  Madison.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  nineteenth  of  February, 
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iS4i<  having  continued  a  term  of  seventy-Cve  days,  the  maxtmam  time  limited  by  the  organic  act. 
Francis  J.  Dunn,  appointed  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  wai  comniiuoned  in  place  of  William 

B  Slaughter,  as  secretary  of  the  Territory,  on  the  asth  of  January,  1841,  but  was  himself  super- 
ceded by  the  apj)ointment  of  A.  V.  I'iild,  on  the  23d  day  of  April  following.  On  the  15th  of 
March,  Daniel  Hugunin  was  commissioned  as  marshal  in  place  of  Edward  James,  and  on  the 
27tb  of  April,  Thomas  W.  Sutherland  succeeded  Moses  M.  Strong  as  United  States  attorney 
for  the  Territory.  On  the  26th  of  June,  Governor  Dodge  commissioned  as  attorney  general  of 
the  Territory,  M.  M.  Jackson,  On  the  13th  of  September  following.  Dodge  was  removed  from 
office  by  John  Tyler,  then  president  of  the  United  States,  and  James  Duane  Doty  appointed  in 
hib  place.  The  appointment  of  Doty,  then  the  delegate  of  the  Territory  in  congress,  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  as  governor,  and  the  consequent  resignation  of  the  latter  of  his 
seat  in  the  house  of  representatives,  caused  a  vacancy  which  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Henry 
Hodge  to  that  office,  on  the  27th  ot  September,  1S41;  so  that  Doty  and  Dodge  changed  places. 
Dodge  took  his  seat  for  the  first  time,  at  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the  twenty- 
fitth  congress— Monday,  December  7,  1841. 

About  this  time,  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal  imbroglio  broke  out  afresh.  The 
loan  agent  appointed  by  the  governor  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  work.  rei)orted  that  he  had  negotiated  fifty-six  thousand  dollars  of  bonds,  which  had  lieen 
issued ;  but  he  did  not  report  what  kind  of  money  was  to  be  received  for  them.  Now,  the  canal 
CMimissioners  claimed  that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  not  to  recognise  any  loan  which  was  to 
be  paid  in  such  currency  as  they  disapproved  of.  Tliis  dispute  defeated  the  k>an«  and  stopped 
all  work  on  the  cmal.  During  the  year  1841,  Thomas  W.  Sutherland  succeeded  Moses  M. 
Strong  as  United  States  attorney.  The  second  session  of  the  third  legislative  assembly  began 
at  Madison,  on  the  sixth  of  December,  1841.  Governor  Doty,  in  his  message  to  that  body, 
boldty  avowed  the  doctrine  that  no  law  of  the  Territory  was  effective,  until  expressly  approved 
bjr congress.  **The  act»"said  he,  "establishing  the  government  of  Wisconsin,  in  the  third  sec- 
tion, requires  the  secretan'  of  the  Territory  to  transmit  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
in  December,  '  two  copies  of  the  laws  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the 
Dse  of  congress.'  The  sixth  section  provides  that  'all  laws  of  ,.the  governor  and  legislative 
assembly  shall  be  submitted  to,  and,  if  disapproved  by  the  congress  oi  the  United  States,  the 
same  shall  be  null  and  of  no  effect.' "  "These  provisions,"  he  added,  "  it  .seems  to  me,  require 
he  laws  to  be  actually  submitted  to  congress  before  they  take  effect.  They  change  the  law  by 
wtiich  this  country  was  governed  while  it  was  a  part  of  Michigan.  That  law  provided  that 
Ae  laws  should  be  reported  to  congrdb,  and  that  they  should  *be  in  force  in  the  district  until 
ihe  organisation  of  the  general  assembly  therein,  unless  disapproved  of  by  congress.' "  The 
eovemor  concluded  in  these  words:  "The  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  which  was  expressed  to 
the  first  legislature  assembled  after  the  organization  of  this  govenitiK-nt,  in  his  message  delivered 
at  Belmont  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  1836,  fully  sustains  this  view  of  the  subject  which 
I  bive  presented.  He  said:  '  We  have  convened  under  an  act  of  congress  of  the  United  Stat^ 
cslaUishing  the  Territorial  government  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  such  laws  as 

be  required  for  the  government  of  the  people  of  this  Territory,  after  their  approval  by  con- 
gien."*  This  construction  of  the  organic  act  resulted  in  a  lengthy  warfare  between  the  gov- 
enior  and  the  legislative  assembly. 

Alt  this  session,  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal  again  raised  a  tumult.  **  Congress 
Had  made  a  valuable  grant  of  land  to  the  Territory  in  trust.  The  Territory  was  the  trustee; 
the  canal  company  the  ccs/ui  que  (rust.  The  trust  had  been  accepted,  and  a  large  i>ortion  of 
the  lands  had  been  sold,  one  tenth  of  the  purchase  money  received,  and  ample  securities  held 
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for  the  balance."  The  Territory  now,  by  its  legislature,  repealed  all  the  laws  authorizing  a 
loan,  and  all  which  contemplated  the  expenditure  of  any  money  on  its  part  in  constructing  the 
canal.  The  legislature  resolved  that  all  connection  ought  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  work  on 
the  canal  by  the  Territory  abandoned,  and  that  the  latter  ought  not  further  to  execute  the 
trust.  They  resolved  also  that  the  congress  be  requested  to  divert  the  grant  to  such  other 
internal  improvements  as  should  be  designated  by  the  Territory,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
congress ;  and  that,  if  the  latter  should  decline  to  make  t3us  diversion,  tt  was  lequesttd  to  tdee 
back  the  grant,  and  dispose  of  the  unsold  lands.  On  the  eleventh  of  February,  1S49,  a  tragedy 
was  enacted  in  the  legislative  council,  causing  great  excitement  over  the  whole  Territory.  On 
that  day,  Charles  C.  P.  Arndt,  a  member  from  Hrown  county,  was,  while  that  body  was  in 
session,  shot  dead  by  James  R.  Vineyard,  a  member  from  Grant  county.  The  difficulty  grew 
out  of  a  debate  on  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  nomination  of  Enos  S.  Baker  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  Grant  county.  Immediately  before  adjournment  of  the  council,  the  parties  who  had 
come  together,  after  loud  and  angry  words  had  been  spoken,  were  sejiarated  by  the  by-standcrs. 
When  an  adjournment  had  been  announced,  they  met  again ;  whereupon  Arndt  struck  at  Vine- 
yard. The  latter  then  drew  a  pistol  and  shot  Arndt.  He  died  in  a  few  moments.  Vineyard 
immediately  surrendered  himself  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  waived  an  examination,  and  was 
committed  to  jail.  After  a  short  confinement,  he  was  brought  before  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Territory,  on  a  writ  of  halxas  carpus^  and  admitted  to  bail.  He  was  afterward  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter, was  tried  and  acquitted.  Three  days  after  shooting  Arndt,  Vineyard  sent  in  his 
resignation  as  member  of  the  council.  That  body  refused  to  receive  it,  or  to  have  it  read  even; 
but  at  once  expelled  him.  The  second  and  last  sesskm  of  the  third  legislative  assembly  came 
to  a  close  on  the  eighteenth  of  February,  1842. 

The  first  session  of  the  fourth  legislative  assembly  commenced  on  the  fifth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1842.  The  members  had  been  elected  under  a  new  apportionment  based  upon  a  census 
taken  in  the  previous  June,  which  showed  a  total  population  for  the  Territory  of  forty-six  thou- 
sand  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight— «n  increase  of  nearly  ten  thousand  in  two  years.  A  politi- 
cal count  showed  a  decided  democratic  majority  in  each  house.  Governor  Doty's  political 
proclivities  were  with  the  whig  party.  The  contest  between  him  and  the  legislature  now 
assumed  a  serious  character.  He  refused  to  "hold  converse"  with  it,  for  the  reason  that,  in  his 
opinion,  no  appropriation  had  been  made  by  congress  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  teesioB,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  none  could  be  held.  The  legislature  made  a  representation  to  congress,  then 
in  session,  of  the  objections  of  the  governor,  and  adjourned  on  the  tenth  of  December,  to  meet 
again  on  the  thirteenth  of  January,  1843.  It  was  not  until  the  fourth  of  February  following  that 
a  quorum  in  both  houses  had  assembled,  when  the  legislature,  through  a  joint  committee,  waited 
on  the  governor,  and  informed  him  that  they  had  again  met  accordmg  to  adjournment,  and  were 
then  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  Previous  to  this  time,  congress  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  legislature  now  in  session,  which  it  was  supposed  would  remove  all 
cdnHict  about  its  legality.  But  the  governor  had,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January  previous,  issued 
a  proclamation,  convening  a  special  session  of  tibe  legislature  on  the  sixth  of  March,  and  stiU 
reused  to  recognize  the  present  one  as  legal.  Both  houses  then  adjourned  to  the  day  fixed  by 
the  executive.    A  final  adjournment  took  place  on  the  seventeenth  of  April  following. 

The  term  of  two  years  for  which  Henry  Dodge  was  elected  as  delegate,  having  expired  at 
the  close  of  the  Aird  session  of  the  twenty-seventh  congress,  he  was,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1843,  re-dected,  taking  his  seat  for  the  first  time  on  his  second  term  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-eighth  congress,  Monday,  December  4,  1843.  On 
the  thirtieth  of  October  of  this  year,  George  Floyd  was  commissioned  by  President  Tyler  as 
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secretary  of  the  Territory,  in  place  of  A.  P.  Field. 

The  second  session  of  the  fourth  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  of  December,  1843,  and  terminating  on  the  thirty-first  of  January,  1844 — a  period  of  fifty- 
nine  days — accomplished  but  little  worthy  of  especial  mention,  except  the  submission  of  the 
(jneatioa  of  the  fonnation  of  a  State  government  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  to  be  taken  at  the  gene- 
ral election  to  be  held  in  September  following.  The  proposition  did  not  nicceed  at  the  ballot- 
box.  The  third  session  of  the  fourth  legislative  assembly  did  not  commence  until  the  sixth  of 
January,  1845,  as  the  time  had  been  changed  to  the  first  Monday  in  that  month  for  annual  meet- 
mp.  Governor  Doty  having  persisted  in  spelling  Wisconsin  with  a  "k"  and  an  "a"-7*Wi8- 
koun—ani  some  of  the  people  having  adopted  his  method,  it  was  thought  by  this  legislature 
a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  checked.  So,  by  a  joint  resolution,  the  orthography — 
Wivons/h — employed  in  the  organic  act,  was  adopted  as  the  true  one  for  the  Territory,  and  has 
ever  since  been  used.  Before  the  commencement  of  this  session  Doty's  term  of  office  had 
expired.  He  was  superseded  as  governor  of  the  Territory  by  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  the  latter  having 
been  appointed  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  1844.  On  the.  thiny-iirst  of  August,  Charles  M. 
Prcvost  was  appointed  marshal  of  the  Territory,  in  place  of  Daniel  Hugunin.  There  was  the 
utmost  harmony  between  Governor  Tailmadge  and  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  at  its  session 
in  1845. 

His  message,  which  was  delivered  to  the  two  houses  in  person,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January, 
vaswell  received.  Among  Other  items  of  interest  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lative assembly,  was  one  concerning  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  connect  Lake  .Mi'  iiigan  with 
the  Mississippi.  "  The  interests  of  the  Territory,"  said  he,  "  seem  inperiously  to  demand  the  con- 
stniction  of  a  railroad,  or  oti>er  communication,  from  some  suitable  point  on  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  Mississippi  river.  Much  difference  of  opinion  seems  to  exist  as  to  what  it  shall  be,  and  how 
it  is  to  be  accomplished.  There  is.a  general  impression,"  continued  the  governor,  "  that  the  con« 
strurtion  of  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal,  which  was  intended  to  connect  those  waters,  is 
ibandoned.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  shall  be  substituted  for  it."  The  session  terminated  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  February,  1345. 

Janes  K.  Polk  having  been  inaugurated  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  1845,  Henry  Dodge  was  again  put  into  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  the  Territory,  receiving 
his  appointment  on  the  eighth  of  ,\pril,  1845.  Other  changes  were  made  bv  the  president  during 
the  same  year,  John  B.  Rockwell  being,  on  the  fourteenth  of  March,  appointed  marshal,  and  W. 
P.  Lynde^  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  United  States  attorney  for  the  T^itory,  Governor  Tall- 
iittdge,on  the  twenty-second  of  January  of  this  year,  having  commissioned  the  latter  also  as 
attorney  general.  On  the  twenty-second  of  Septcmlicr,  Morgan  L.  Martin  was  elected  delegate 
to  the  twenty-ninth  congress,  as  the  successor  of  Henry  Dodge. 

The  fbordi  and  last  session  of  the  fourth  legislative  assembly  was  organized  on  the  fifth  of 
Jannary,  1846.  This  session,  although  a  short  one,  proved  very  important.  Preliminary  steps 
re  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  State  government.  The  first  Tuesday  in  April  next  succeeding 
'fi^  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  people  to  vote  for  or'  against  the  proposition.  When  taken  it 
resulted  in  a  large  majority  voting  in  favor  of  the  measure.  An  act  was  passed  providing  for  taking 
die  census  of  the  Territory,  and  for  the  apportionment  by  the  governor  of  delegates  to  form  a 
State  constitution,  based  upon  the  new  enumeration.  The  delqpUet  were  to  be  elected  on  the  first 
Monday  in  September,  and  the  convention  was  to  assemble  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1846. 
The  constitution  when  formed  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  for  adoption  or 
tejection,  as,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the  terms  of  members  of  the  council  who  had  been  elected 
fcr  fear  years,  and  of  the  house,  who  had  been  elected  for  two  years,  all  ended.  The  legislature 
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reHMTganized  the  election  districts,  and  conferred  on  the  governor  the  power  and  duty  of  making 
•n  apportionment,  based  on  the  census  to  be  taken,  for  the  next  legislative  assembly,  when,  on 
the  third  of  February,  1846,  both  houses  adjourned  sine  die.  On  the  twenty-second  of  January, 
Governor  Dodge  appointed  A.  Hyatt  Smith  attorney  general  of  the  Territory.  On  the  twentj< 
fourth  of  February,  JohnCatlin  was  appointed  Territorial  secretary  by  the  president. 

The  census  taken  in  the  following  June  showed  a  population  for  the  Territory  of  one  hun- 
dred and  iifty-iive  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  Delegates  having  been  elected  to 
form  a  constitution  for  the  proposed  new  State»  met  at  Madison  on  the  fifth  day  of  October. 
After  completing  their  labors,  they  adjourned.  This  event  took  {dace  on  the  sixteenth  of 
December,  1846.  The  constitution  thus  formed  was  submitted  to  a  popular  vote  on  the  fir?t 
Tuesday  of  April,  1847,  and  rejected.  The  first  session  of  the  fifth  legislative  assembly  com- 
menced on  the  fourth  of  January  of  that  year.  But  little  was  done.  Both  houses  finally 
adjoumed  on  the  eleventh  of  February,  1847.  John  H.  Tweedy  was  elected  as  the  successor  | 
of  Morgan  L.  Martin,  delegate  to  the  thir^th  congress,  on  the  sixth  of  September  following.  On 
the  twenty-seventh  of  that  month.  Governor  Dodge  issued  a  proclamation  for  a  special  session 
of  the  legislature,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  ensuing  month,  to  take  action  concern- 
ing the  admisnou  (rf*  Wisconsin  into  the  Union.  The  two  houses  assembled  on  the  day  named 
in  the  proclamation,  and  a  law  was  passed  for  the  holding  of  another  convention  to  frame  a 
constitution ;  when,  after  nine  days'  labor,  they  adjourned.  Delegates  to  the  new  convention 
were  elected  on  the  last  Monday  of  November,  and  that  body  met  at  Madison  on  the  fifteenth 
of  December,  1847.  A  census  of  the  Territory  was  taken  this  year,  which  showed  a  population 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  tiiousand  five  hundred  and  forty-six.  The  result  of  the  labors  of  the 
second  constitutional  convention  was  the  formation  of  a  constitution,  which,  being  submitted 
to  the  pco])le  on  the  second  Monday  of  March.  iS  j.S,  was  duly  ratified.  1 

The  second  and  last  session  of  the  fifth  legislative  assembly — the  last  legislative  assembly  | 
of  Wisconsin  Territory — commenced  on  the  seventh  of  February,  1848,  and  adjourned  iiw  \ 
on  the  thirteenth  of  March  following.  On  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month,  J.  H.  Tweedy, 
delegate  from  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  bill  in  congress  for  its  admission  into  the  Union.  The 
bill  was  finally  passed;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  1S48,  Wisconsin  became  a  State. 
There  had  been  seventeen  sessions  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory,  of  an  average  I 
duration  of  forty  days  each :  the  lon^t  one  lasted  seventy-six  days ;  the  shortest,  ten  days.  So  ; 
long  as  the  Territory  had  an  existence,  the  apportionment  of  thirteen  members  for  the  council,  and  1 
twenty-six  for  the  house  of  representatives,  was  continued,  as  provided  in  the  organic  act. 
There  had  been,  besides  those  previously  mentioned,  nine  additional  counties  "  set  off  "  by  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory,  so  that  they  now  numbered  in  all  twenty-eight :  Milwaukee, 
Waukesha,  JeflTerson,  Racine,  Walworth,  Rock,  Green,  Washington,  Sheboygan,  Manitowoc,  Calu- 
met, Brown,  Winnebago,  Fond  du  Lac,  Marquette,  Sauk,  Portage,  Columbia,  Dodge»  Dane^  Iowa,  j 
La  Fayette,  Grant,  Richland,  Crawford,  Chippewa,  St.  Croix,  and  La  Pointe. 

v.— WISCONSIN  AS  A  STATE.  I 

First  .Administration.  —  Nelson  Dewev,  Governor — 1848,  1849. 

The  boundaries  jiresrrilied  in  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  "  .\n  .Vet  to  enable  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Govcrninciu,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State,  into  the  Union,'*  approved  August  6, 1846,  were  accepted  by  the  convention  which  formed  | 
the  constitution  of  Wisconsin,  and  are  described  in  that  instrument  as  "beginning  at  the  north-  ! 
east  comer  of  the  State  of  Illinois — that  is  to  s«y,  at  a  point  in  the  center  of  Lake  Michigan 
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vlwre  die  line  c»f  fbrtjr-two  degms  ftnd  thirty  minutes  of  north  Utitnde  crosies  the  tame ;  thence 
nmnmg  with  the  bounde^  line  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  through  Lake  Michigan  [and]  Green 

bajrtothe  mouth  of  the  Menomonee  river;  thence  up  the  channel  of  the  said  river  to  the  Brule 
river;  thenre  up  said  last  mentioned  river  to  Lake  Brule;  thence  along  the  southern  shore  of 
Lake  Brule,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  center  of  the  channel  between  Middle  and  South  islands,  in 

Lake  of  the  Desert ;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Montreal  river,  as 
marked  upon  the  survey  made  by  Captain  Cram  ;  thence  down  the  ma,in  channel  of  the  Mon- 
treal river  to  the  middle  of  Lake  Superior;  thence  through  the  center  of  Lake  Superior  to  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Louis  river ;  thence  up  the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  first  rapids  in  the 
same, above  the  Indian  village,  according  to  Nicollett's  map;  thence  due  south  to  the  main 
bcanch  of  the  Riter  St.  Croix ;  thence  down  the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  Mississippi ; 
iSbenee  down  the  center  of  the  main  channel  of  that  river  to  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State 
of  Illinois;  thence  due  east  with  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  place  of 
beginning  "  The  territory  included  within  these  lines  constitutes  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
Gunliarly  known  as  the  Badger  State."  All  that  portion  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  as  formerly 
eoaitituted,  lying  west  of  so  much  of  the  above  mentioned  boundary  as  extends  from  the  middle 
ofLnke  Superior  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  not  being  included  in  Wisconsin,  the  limits 
of  the  State  are,  of  course,  not  identical  with  those  of  the  Territory  as  they  previously  existed. 

The  State  of  Wisconsin,  thus  bounded,  is  situated  between  the  parallel  of  forty-two  degrees 
thtrtjr  minutes  and  that  of  forty-seven  degrees,  north  latitude,  and  between  the  eighty-seventh 
and  ninety-third  degrees  west  longitude,  nearly.  For  a  portion  of  its  northern  border  it  has 
Lake  Superior,  the  largest  body  of  fresh  water  in  the  world  ;  'for  a  part  of  its  eastern  lioundary  it 
has  Lake  Michigan,  almost  equal  in  size  to  Lake  Superior ;  while  the  Mississippi,  the  largest 
river  in  the  world  but  one,  forms  a  large  portion  of  its  western  boundary.  The  State  of  Micht- 
gin  lies  on  the  east ;  Illinois  on  the  south ;  Iowa  and  Minnesota  on  the  west.  Wisconsin  has  an 
Bcrage  length  of  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles;  an  average  breadth  of  two  hundred  and 

fifteen  miles. 

The  constitution  of  Wisconsin,  adopted  by  the  people  on  the  second  Monday  of  March, 
tM>  provided  for  the  election  of  a  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer, 
attorney  general,  members  of  the  State  legislature,  and  members  of  congress,  on  the  second 
Monday  of  the  ensuing  May.  On  that  day — the  8lh  of  the  month  —  tlie  election  was  held, 
»hich  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Nelson  Dewey,  for  governor ;  John  E.  Holmes,  for  lieutenant 
governor ;  Thomas  McHugh,  for  secretary  of  state ;  Jairus  C.  Fairchild,  for  state  treasurer ; 
snd  James  S.  Brown,  for  attorney  general.  The  State  was  divided  into  nineteen  senatorial,  and 
«'ity«dx  assembly  districts,  in  each  of  which  one  member  was  elected ;  it  was  also  divided  into 
'*o  congressional  districts,  in  each  of  wliich  one  member  of  congress  was  elected -  - William 
^>tt  Lynde  in  the  first  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Milwaukee,  Waukesha,  Jefferson, 
Rsdne,  Walworth,  Rock,  and  Green ;  Mason  C.  Darling,  in  the  second  district,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Shdwygan,  Manitowoc,  Calumet,  Brown,  Winnebago,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Marquette,  Sauk,  Portage,  Columbia,  Dodge,  Dane,  Iowa,  La  Fayette,  Grant,  Richland,  Craw- 
ford, Chijipewn,  St.  Croix,  and  La  Pointe — the  counties  of  Richland,  Chippewa  and  La  Pointe 
being  unorganized. 

The  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin  commenced  at  Madison,  the  seat  of  govem- 
neat  for  the  Sute,  on  Monday,  the  5th  day  of  June,  1848.   Ninean  E.  Whiteside  was  elected 

sr<akerof  the  assembly,  and  Henry  Billings  president  of  the  senate, /rr*  tempore.  The  democrats 
fere  largely  in  the  majority  in  both  houses.  The  legislature,  in  joint  convention,  on  the  7lh  of 
June,  canvassed,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  the  votes  given  on  the 
fthof  Hay  previous,  fur  the  State  officers  and  the  two  representatives  in  congress.  On  the  same 
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day,  the  governor,  Ueuteaaat  fcnremor,  secretaiy  ot  statei  traunnwr,  and  attorney  general,  were  ' 
sworn  into  office  in  presence  of  both  houses.  All  these  officers^  as  well  as  the  representatives  is 
congress,  were  democrats.  Dewey's  majority  over  John  H.  Tweedy,  whig,  was  fivp  thousand  and 
eighty-rine.  William  P.  T  ynde's  majority  in  the  first  district,  for  congress,  over  Edward  V. 
Whiton,  whig,  was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-seven.  Mason  C,  Darling's  majority  in 
the  second  district,  over  Alexander  L.  Collins,  whig,  was  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
six.  As  the  thirtieth  congress,  to  which  Lynde  and-Darling  were  elected  would  expire  on  the  4th 
of  M.ircli,  1849,  their  terms  of  office  would,  of  course,  end  on  that  dajr.  The  former  took  his  I 
seat  on  the  5th  of  June,  the  latter  on  the  9th  of  June,  1848.  ' 

The  constitution  vested  the  judicial  power  of  the  State  in  a  supreme  court,  circuit  courts, 
courts  of  probate,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace,  giving  the  legislature  power  to  vest  such  juris-  | 
diction  as  should  be  deemed  necessary  in  municipal  courts ;  also,  conferring  upon  it  the  power 
to  establish  inferior  courts  in  the  several  counties,  with  limited  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction.  1 
The  State  was  divided  into  live  judicial  circuits;  and  judges  were  to  be  elected  at  a  time  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  legislature  at  its  first  session.   It  was  provided  that  there  should  be  no  i 
election  for  a  judge  or  judges,  at  any  general  election  for  State  or  countj  officers,  nor  within 
thirty  days  either  before  or  after  sucli  election. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1848,  (iovernor  Dewey  delivered  his  first  message  to  a  joint  convention 
of  the  two  houses.    It  was  clear,  concise,  and  definite  upon  such  subjects  as,  in  his  opinion 
demanded  immediate  attention.   His  views  were  generally  regarded  as  sound  and  statesmanlike 
by  the  people  of  the  State.    "  You  have  convened,"  said  he,  "under  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  to  perform  as  representatives  of  the  people,  the  important  j 
duties  contemplated  by  that  instrument."  "  The  first  session  of  the  legi&lature  of  a  free  people," 
continned  the  governor,  *'  after  assuming  the  political  identity  of  a  sovereign  State,  is  an  event  of 
no  ordinary  character  in  its  history,  and  will  be  fraught  with  consequences  of  the  highest 
importance  to  its  future  welfare  and  prosperity.    Wisconsin  possesses  the  natural  elements, 
fostered  by  tlie  judicious  system  of  legislation,"  the  governor  added,  "  to  become  one  of  the 
most  populous  and  prosperous  States  of  the  American  Union.   With  a  soil  unequaled  in  lertilu), 
and  productive  of  all  the  necessary  comforts  of  life,  rich  in  mineral  wealth,  with  commercial  ' 
advantages  unsurpassed  by  any  inland  State,  possessing  extensive  manufacturing  facilities,  with  a  I 
salubrious  climate,  and  peopled  with  a  population  enterprising,  industrious,  and  intelligent,  the  , 
course  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  must  be  onward,  until  she  ranks  among  the  first  of  the  States 
of  the  Great  West.   It  is,**  concluded  the  speaker,  **  under  the  most  favorable  auspices  that  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  has  taken  her  position  among  the  fomilies  of  States.  With  a  population 
numbering  nearly  one  quarter  of  a  million,  and  rapidly  increasing,  free  from  the  incubus  of  a 
State  debt,  and  rich  in  the  return  yielded  as  the  reward  of  labor  in  all  the  branches  of  industrial  j 
pursuits,  our  State  occupies  an  enviable  position  abroad,  that  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  pride  of  : 
our  people.*   Governor  Dewey  then  recommended  a  number  of  measures  necessary,  in  his  I 
judgment,  to  be  made  upon  changing  from  a  Territorial  to  a  State  government. 

The  first  important  business  of  the  legislature,  was  the  election  of  two  United  States 
senators.    The  successful  candidates  were  Henry  Dodge  and  Isaac  P.  Walker,  both  democrats 
Their  election  took  place  on  the  8th  of  June,  1848,  Dodge  taking  his  seat  in  the  senate  on  the 
sjd  of  June,  and  Walker  on  the  a6th  of  June,  1848.   The  latter  drew  the  short  term ;  so  that  ! 
his  office  would  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1849,  i-  ih    end  of  the  thirtieth  congress:  : 
Dodge  drew  the  long  term,  his  office  to  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1851,  at  the  end  of  the  ' 
thirty-first  congress.    The  residue  of  the  session  was  taken  up  in  passing  such  acts  as  were 
deemed  necessary  to  put  the  machinery  of  the  new  State  government,  in  all  its  branches,  in  fair 
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naning  order.  One  was  passed  providing  for  the  unuftl  meeting  of  the  legislature,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  January  of  each  year;  another  prescribing  the  duties  of  State  officers; 
one  dividing  the  State  into  three  congressional  districts.  The  first  district  was  composed  of  ihe 
coBiittt*  of  Milwavkee,  Waukesha,  Walwoith,  and  Racine;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Rock, 
Gieen,  La  Fayette,  Grant,  Dane,  Iowa,  Sauk,  Richland,  Crawford,  Adams,  Portage,  Chippewa,  La 
Pointe.  and  St.  Croix;  the  third,  of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Sheboygan,  Manitowoc,  Brown, 
Winnebago,  Calumet.  Fond  du  I.ar,  Maniuette,  Dodge,  Jefferson,  and  Columbia.  Another  act 
provided  lor  the  election  of  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  on  the  first  Monday  of  August,  1848. 
Bj  the  same  act,  it  was  provided  that  the  first  term  of  the  supreme  court  should  be  held  in 
Uadison  on  the  second  Monday  of  January,  1849,  and  thereafter  at  the  same  place  on  the  same 
day, yearly:  afterward  changed  so  as  to  hold  a  January  and  June  term  in  each  year.  An  act 
Tas  also  passed  providing  for  the  election,  and  defining  the  duties  of  State  superintendent  of 
pubiic  instruction.  That  officer  was  to  be  elected  at  the  general  election  to  be  holden  in  each 
year,  his  term  of  office  to  oommence  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding  his  election. 
.\nother  act  established  a  State  university;  another  exempted  a  homestead  from  a  forced  sale; 
another  provided  for  a  revision  of  the  statutes.  The  legislature,  after  a  session  of  eighty-five 
days,  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  twenty-first  of  August,  1848. 

The  State,  as  previously  stjfed,  was  divided  into  five  judicial  circuits:  Edward  V.  Whiton 
being  chosen  judge  at  the  election  on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  1848,  of  the  first  circuit,  com- 
po^ed  of  the  counties  of  Racine,  Wahvorth,  Rock,  and  Green,  as  then  constituted;  Levi  Hubbell 
of  the  second,  composed  of  Milwaukee,  Waukesha,  Jefferson,  and  Dane;  Charles  H.  Larrabee, 
of  the  third,  composed  of  Washington,  Dodge,  Columbia,  Marquette,  Sauk,  and  Portage,  as  then 
iiMned;  Alexander  W.  Stow,  of  the  fourth,  composed  of  Brown,  Manitowoc,  Sheboygan,  Fond 
da  Lat,  Winnebago,  and  Calumet;  and  Mortimer  M.  Jackson,  of  the  fifth  circuit,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Iowa,  LaFayette,  Grant,  Crawford  and  St.  Croix,  as  then  organized;  the  county 
of  Richland  being  attached  to  Iowa  county;  the  county  of  Chippewa  to  tlie  county  of  Craw- 
ford; and  the  county  of  LaPointe  to  the  county  of  St.  Croix,  for  judicial  purposes. 

In  the  ensuing  Fall  there  was  a  presidential  election.  There  were  then  three  organised 
Tolitical  parties  in  the  State:  whig,  democratic,  and  free-soil — each  of  which  had  a  ticket  in 
the  field.  The  democrats  were  in  the  majority,  and  their  four  electors  cast  their  votes  for  Lewis 
Cass  and  William  O.  Butler.  At  this  election,  Eieazcr  Root  was  the  successful  candidate  for  State 
raperintendent  of  public  instruction.  In  his  election  party  politics  were  not  considered.  There 
»ere  also  three  members  for  the  thirty-first  con  -  ;  rhosen  :  Charles  Durkce,  u  represent  the 
'•.nx  district;  Orsamus  Cole,  the  second;  .ind  [atucs  D.  Dotv.  the  tliird  ilistrict.  Durkee 
«^as  a  free-soiler;  Cole,  a  whig  ;  Doty,  a  democrat  —  with  somewhat  decided  Doty  proclivities. 

The  act  of  the  legislature,  exempting  a  homestead  fitom  forced  sale  of  any  debt  or  liability 
contracted  after  January  i,  1849,  approved  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  previous,  and  another  act 
for  a  like  exemption  of  certain  personal  property,  approved  August  10,  184.S,  were  laws  the  most 
liberal  in  their  nature  passed  by  any  State  of  the  Union  previous  to  those  dates.  It  was  jirophe- 
»ied  that  they  would  work  wonderful  clianges  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  new  State — for 
die  worse;  but  time  passed,  and.  their  utility  were  soon  evident:  it  was  soon  very  generalty 
acknowledgcd  that  pror>cr  exemption  laws  were  highly  beneficial — a  real  good  to  the  greatest 
number  of  the  citizens  of  a  State. 

So  much  of  Wisconsin  Territory  as  lay  west  of  the  St.  Croix  and  the  State  boundary  north 
of  it,  was,  upon  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  left,  for  the  time  being,  without  a 
government— unless  it  was  still  "l^sconsin  Territory.**  Henry  Dodge,  upon  being  elected  to  the 
Tnited  States  senate  from  Wisconsin,  vacated,  of  course,  the  office  of  governor  of  this  fraction. 
John  H.  Tweedy,  delegate  in  congress  at  the  time  Wisconsin  became  a  State,  made  a  formal 
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resignation  of  his  office,  thus  leaving  the  fractional  Territory  unrepresented.  Thereupon  John 
Catlia,  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  as  a  whole,  and  now  claiming,  by  virtue  of  that 
office,  to  be  acting  governor  of  the  fractional  part,  isiu^  a  proclamation  u  such  officer  for  an 
election  on  the  thirtieth  of  October,  1848,  of  a  delegate  in  congress.  Nearly  four  hundred  votes 
were  polled  in  the  district,  showing  "Wisconsin  Territory"  still  to  have  a  population  of  not  less 
than  two  thousand.  H.  H.  Sibley  was  elected  to  that  office.  On  the  fifteenth  of  January,  1S49. 
he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  "delegate  from  \\'isconsin  Territory."  This  hastened  the  formation 
of  the  Territory  of  Minnesotar-«A  bill  for  that  purpose  having  become  a  law  on  the  third  of 
March,  when    Wisconsin  Territory"  ceased  finally  to  exist,  being  included  in  the  new  Territoiy. 

The  year  1848 — the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  Wisconsin  as  a  State — was  one  of  general 
prosperity  to  its  rapidly  increasing  population.  The  National  tiovernment  effected  a  treaty  with 
the  Menomoneee  Indians,  by  which  their  title  was  extinguished  to  the  country  north  of  the  Fox 
river  of  Green  bay,  embracing  all  their  lands  in  the  State.  This  was  an  important  acquisitioD, 
as  it  opened  a  large  tract  of  country  to  civilization  and  settlement,  which  had  been  for  a  consid- 
erable time  greatly  desired  by  the  j)eoj)Ic.  The  State  government  at  the  close  of  the  year  hac 
been  in  existence  long  enough  to  demonstrate  its  successful  operation.  The  electric  telegraph 
had  already  reached  the  capital ;  and  Wisconsin  entered  its  second  year  upon  a  flood  tide  of 
prosperity.  • 

Under  the  oonstittttion,  the  circuit  judges  were  also  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  An  act 
of  the  legislature,  approved  June  29,  1848,  providing  for  the  election  of  judges,  and  for  the 
classification  and  organization  of  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  authorized  the  election,  by  the  judges, 
of  one  of  their  number  as  chief  justice.  Judge  Alexander  W.  Stow  was  chosen  to  that  office 
and,  as  chief  justice,  held,  in  conjunction  with  Associate  Judges  Whiton,  Jackson,  Larrabee^  and 
Hubbell,  the  first  session  of  the  supreme  court  at  Madison,  commencing  on  the  eighth  day  of 
January,  1849. 

The  second  session  of  the  State  legislature  commenced,  according  to  law,  on  the  tcntli  of 
January,  1849,  Harrison  C.  Hobart  being  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  Governor  Dewey,  in 
his  message,  sent  to  both  houses  on  the  nth,  referred  to  the  rapidly  increasing  p<qmlation  of  the 
State,  and  the  indomitable  energy  displayed  in  the  development  of  its  productive  capacity.  He 
recommended  the  sale  of  the  university  lands  on  a  long  credit,  the  erection  of  a  Stale  prison, 
and  the  modification  of  certain  laws.  On  the  seventeenth  of  January,  the  two  houses  met  in 
joint  convention  to  elect  an  United  States  senator  in  place  of  Isaac  P  Walker,  who  had  drawn 
the  short  term  The  democrats  had  a  small  majority  on  joint  ballot.  Walker  was  re-elected; 
this  lime,  for  a  full  term  of  six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1849.  The  legislature  at  this 
session  passed  many  acts  of  public  utility;  some  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  counties;  others, 
to  the  laying  out  of  roads ;  eighteen,  to  the  organisation  of  towns.  The  courts  were  cared  for; 
school  districts  were  organized;  special  taxc-  were  authorised,  and  an  act  passed  relative  to  the 
sale  and  superintendence  of  the  school  and  university  lands,  prescribing  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  commissioners  who  were  to  have  charge  of  the  same.  These  commissioners,  consisting 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  treasurer  of  state,  and  attorney  general,  were  not  only  put  in  charge 
of  the  school  and  university  lands  held  by  the  State,  but  also  of  funds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
them.  This  law  has  been  many  times  amended  and  portions  of  it  repealed.  The  lands  at 
present  subject  to  sale  are  classified  as  school  lands,  university  lands,  agricultural  college  lands, 
Marathon  county  lands,  normal  school  lands,  and  dr.uti.i^;L-  lands,  and  are  subject  to  sale  at 
private  entry  on  terms  fixed  by  law.  Regulations  concerning  tiie  apportionment  and  investment 
of  trust  funds  are  made  by  the  commissioners  in  pursuance  of  law.  All  lands  now  the  property 
of  the  State  subject  to  sale,  or  that  have  been  State  lands  and  sold,  were  derived  from  the  Gen- 
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enl  Government.   Lands  owned  bf  the  State  amount  at  the  present  linu^  to  about  one  and  one 

lialf  million  acres. 

A  joint  resolution  passed  the  legislature  on  the  31st  of  March,  1849,  instructing  Isaac  P. 
Walker  to  resign  h»  seat  as  United  States  senator,  for  "  presenting  and  voting  for  an  amend* 

ment  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  providing  for  a  government  in  California  and  New  Mexico, 
vrest  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  did  not  contain  a  provision  forever  prohibiting  the  introduction 
of  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  "  in  those  Territories.  The  senator  refused  to  regard  these 
iBstracdmis.  Hie  legiilatiire  adjourned  on  the  second  of  April,  1S49,  after  a  session  of  eighty- 
Ihieedays. 

In  July,  1848,  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin  elected  M.  Frank,  Charles  C.  Jordan,  and  A.  W. 
Randall,  commissioners  to  collate  and  revise  all  the  public  acts  of  ilic  State,  of  a  general  and 
permanent  nature  in  force  at  the  close  of  the  session.  Randall  declining  to  act,  Charles  M. 
fisker  was  appointed  by  the  governor  in  his  place.  The  commissioners  commenced  their  labors 
in  August,  1848,  and  were  engaged  in  the  revision  the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  the  close  of 
the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1S49.  It  was  found  impossible  for  the  revisers  to  conclude  their 
hboTs  within  the  time  contemplated  by  the  act  authorizing  their  apjjoimment;  so  a  joint  select 
committee  of  the  two  houses  at  their  second  session  was  appointed  to  assist  in  the  work.  The 
laws  revised  by  this  committee  and  by  the  commissioners,  were  submitted  to,  and  approved  by, 
the  legislature.  These  laws,  with  a  f  jw  passed  by  that  body,  which  were  introduced  by  individual 
members,  £anned  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Wisconsin  of  1849  —  a  volume  of  over  nine  hundrM 
pages. 

At  the  general  dection  held  in  November  of  this  year,  Dewey  was  reflected  governor. 
S.  W.  Beall  was  elected  lieutenant  governor;  William  A.  Barstov,  secretary  of  state;  Jaims  C. 

Fairchild  was  re-elected  treasurer;  S.  Park  Coon  was  elected  attorney  general;  and  Eleazer 
Root,  re-elected  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  All  these  officers  were  chosen  as  dem- 
ocrats, except  Root,  who  ran  as  an  independent  candidate,  the  term  of  his  office  having  been 
changed  so  as  to  continue  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  next  succeeding  his  dection. 
By  the  revised  statutes  of  1849,  all  State  officers  elected  for  a  full  term  went  into  office  on  the 
first  of  January  next  succeeding  their  election. 

The  year  1849  developed  in  an  increased  ratio  the  productive  capacity  of  the  State  in  every 
department  of  labor.  The  agriculturist,  the  artisan,  thfi  miner,  reaped  the  well-earned  reward  of 
liis  honest  labor.  The  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  were  extended  in  a  manner 
h^y  creditable  to  the  enterprise  of  die  people.  The  educational  interest  of  the  State  began  to 
iswine  a  more  systematic  organization.  The  tide  of  immigration  suffered  no  decrease  during 
the  year.  Within  the  limits  of  Wisconsin,  the  oppressed  of  other  climes  continued  to  find 
welcome  and  happy  homes. 

Skcon'd  Ad.ministration. — Nelson  Dkwkv,  (i()VKRNf)R  (Second  I  kkm) — 1850,  1851. 

the  first  day  of  January,  1850,  NeU(jn  lJe\vey  look  ihr  oath  of  office,  and  quietly  entered 
his  dutic:>  as  governor,  for  the  second  term,  i'iic  iliird  legislature  convened  on  the  ninth. 
Moses,  M.  Strong  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  Both  houses  had  democratic  majorities. 
Moit  of  the  business  transacted  was  of  a  local  character.  By  an  act  approved  the  fifth  of  Feb> 
Tnr,\  the  "  January  term  "  of  the  supreme  court  was  changed  to  Deccinlier.  The  legislature 
adjourned  after  a  session  of  only  thirty-four  days.  An  act  was  passed  organizing  a  sixth  judicial 
circuit,  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  July,  1850,  consisting  of  the  counties  of  Crawford, 
Chippewa,  Bad  Axe,  St  Cn»x  and  La  Pointe,  an  election  for  judge  to  be  holden  on  the  same 
iv.  Wiram  Knowlton  was  elected  Judge  of  that  circuit. 
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The  first  charitable  institution  in  Wisconsin,  incorporated  by  the  State,  was  the  "  Wisconsin 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind."  A  school  for  that  unfortunate  class  had  been  oi)encd 
in  Janesville,  in  the  latter  part  of  1859,  receiving  its  support  from  the  citizens  of  that  place  and 
vicinity.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  February  9,  1850,  this  ichool  ins  taken  under 
the  care  of  the  Institute,  to  continue  and  maintain  it,  at  Janesville,  and  to  qualify,  as  far  as  might 
be,  the  blind  of  the  State  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  a  free  government;  for  obtaining 
the  means  of  subsistence;  and  for  the  di>cliari:c  of  those  duties,  social  and  iKjlitical,  devolving 
upon  American  citizens.  It  has  since  been  supported  from  the  treasury*  of  the  State.  On  the 
leventh  of  October,  1850,  it  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  under  the  direction  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  appointed  by  the  governor.  The  Institute,  at  the  present  time,  has  three 
departments:  in  one  is  given  instruction  such  as  is  usu.ally  taught  in  common  schools;  in 
another,  musical  training  is  imparted ;  in  a  third,  broom-making  is  taught  to  the  boys, — sewing, 
knitting  and  various  kinds  of  fancy  work  to  the  girls,  and  seating  cane-bottomed  chairs  to  both 
boys  and  girls.  On  the  thirteenth  of  April,  1874,  the  building  of  the  Institute  was  destroyed  by 
fire.    A  new  building  has  since  been  erected. 

The  taking  of  the  census  by  the  United  States,  this  year,  showed  a  population  for  Wisconsin 
of  over  three  hundred  and  five  thousand — the  astonishing  increase  in  two  years  of  nearly  ninety- 
five  thousand!  In  1840,  the  i>opulation  of  Wisconsin  Territny  was  only  thirty  thousand.  This 
addition,  in  ten  years,  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  transcended  all  previous 
experience  in  the  settlement  of  any  portion  of  the  N'cw  World,  of  the  same  extent  of  territor)". 
It  was  the  result  of  a  steady  ami  persistent  flow  uf  men  and  their  families,  seeking  permanent 
homes  in  the  young  and  rising  State.  Many  were  German,  Scandinavian  and  Irish;  but 
the  larger  proportbn  were,  of  course,  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  of  the  Union.  The 
principal  attractions  of  Wisconsin  w^  the  excellency  and  cheapness  of  its  lands,  its  valuable 
mines  of  lead,  its  extensive  forests  of  pine,  and  the  unlimited  water-power  of  its  numerous 
streams. 

By  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1849,  Wisconsin  was  divided  into  three  congressional  districts— 
the  second  congressional  apportionment — each  of  which  was  entitled  to  elect  one  representative 

in  the  congress  dt  the  United  Slates.  The  counties  of  Milwaukee,  Waukesha,  Walworth  and 
Racine  constituted  the  first  district;  the  counties  of  Rock,  Green,  La  Fayette,  Grant,  Iowa, 
Dane,  Sauk,  Adams,  Portage,  Richland,  Crawford,  Chippewa,  St.  Croix  and  La  Pointe,  the  second 
district;  the  counties  of  Washington,  Sheboygan,  Manitowoc,* Brown,  Winnebago,  Calumet,  Fond 
du  Lac,  Marquette,  Columbia,  Dodge  and  Jefferson,  the  third  district.  At  the  general  electton 
in  the  Autumn  of  this  year,  Charles  Durkce,  of  the  first  district ;  Benjamin  C.  Ea>tnian,  of  the 
second  ;  and  John  R.  Macy,  of  the  third  district,  were  elected  to  represent  the  State  in  the 
thirty-second  congress  of  the  United  States.  Durkee,  it  will  be  remembered,  represented  the 
same  district  in  the  previous  congress:  he  ran  the  second  time  as  an  independent  candidate. 
Eastman  and  Macy  were  elected  upon  democratic  tickets.  The  General  Government  this  year 
donated  to  the  State  all  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within  its  boundaries. 

The  year  1850  to  the  agriculturist  of  Wisconsin  was  not  one  of  unbounded  prosperity, 
owing  to  the  partial  failure  of  tiw  wheat  crop.  In  the  other  branches  of  agriculture  there  were 
fair  returns.  The  State  was  visited  during  the  year  by  cludere;  not,  however,  to  a  very  alarming 
extent. 

The  fourth  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  commenced  on  the  8th  of  January, 
185 1.  Frederick  W,  Horn  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  majority  in  the  legisla- 
tnre  was  democratic  Governor  Dewey,  in  his  message,  referred  to  the  death  of  the  preudent  of 
the  United  States,  Zachary  Taylor;  said  that  the  treasury  and  finances  of  the  State  were  in  a 
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sound  condition;  and  then  adverted  to  many  topics  of  interest  and  importance  to  the  people  of 
Wisconsin.  It  was  an  able  document.  One  of  the  important  measures  of  the  session  was  the 
election  of  an  United  States  senator,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Dodge,  whose  term  uf  office  would 
c^mre  on  the  4th  of  March,  next  ensuing.  In  joint  convention  of  the  legislature  held  on  the 
Mthof  January,  Dodge  was  re-elected  for  a  full  term  of  six  years.  On  the  22d,  the  governor 
Sppnred  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature,  rescinding  not  only  so  much  of  the  joint  resolij- 
tion  of  the  ici!;islative  assembly  of  Wisconsin,  passed  March  31,  1849,  as  censured  Isaac  J. 
Walker,  but  also  the  instructions  in  those  resolutions  relative  to  his  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
ioute  of  the  United.  States. 

Among  the  important  bills  passed  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  was  one  providing  for 
the  location  and  erection  of  a  State  prison.  Anotlier  one — the  apportionment  bill — was  vetoed 
by  the  governor,  and  having  been  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  failed  to  become  a  law. 
The  legidatuxe  ad^nmed  on  the  eighteenth  of  Maich,  185 1,  after  «  sesnon  of  seventy  days. 

On  the  xst  day  of  January,  iS$i,  Timothy  O.  Howe  took  his  seat  as  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  he  having  been  elected  judge  of  the  fourth  circuit  in  place  of  Alex- 
ander W.  Stow.  The  office  of  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  which  had  been  filled  by  Judge 
Stow,  therefore  became  vacant,  and  so  remained  until  the  commencement  of  the  next  term — June 
18, 1851— when  Levi  Hubbell,  judge  of  the  second  circuit,  was,  by  the  judges  present,  pursuant 
to  the  statute,  elected  to  that  office. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  approved  March  14,  1851,  the  location  and  erection  of  a  State 
prison  for  Wisconsin  was  provided  for — the  point  afterward  determined  upon  as  a  suitable 
place  for  its  establishment  being  Waupun,  Dodge  county.  By  a-  subsequent  act,  the  prison  was 
declared  to  be  the  general  penitentiary  and  prison  of  the  State  for  the  leformation  as  well  as  for 
the  punishment  of  offenders,  in  which  were  to  be  confined,  employed  at  hard  labor,  and  governed 
as  provided  for  by  the  legislature,  all  offenders  who  might  be  committed  and  sentenced  accord- 
ing to  law.,  to  the  punishment  of  solitary  imprisonment,  or  imprisonment  therein  at  hard  labor. 
The  oiganiaation  and  management  of  this  the  first  reformatory  and  penal  State  institution  in 
Wisconsin,  commenced  and  has  been  continued  in  accordance  with  the  demands  of  an  advanced 
civilization  and  an  enlightened  humanity. 

On  the  29th  (if  Septetnl)er.  1S51,  Judge  Hubhell  was  re-elected  for  the  fuU  term  of  six  years 
as  judge  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  to  commence  January  i,  1852. 

At  the  genera]  election  in  November,  185 if  Leonard  J.  Farwell  was  chosen  governor; 
Timothy  Bums,  lieutenant  governor;  Charles  D.  Robinson,  secretary  of  State;  E.  H.  Janssen, 
State  treasurer;  E.  Estabrook,  attorney  general;  and  Azel  1'.  Ladd,  superintendent  of  public 
instruction.  All  these  officers  were  elected  as  democrats  except  Farwell,  who  ran  as  a  whig; 
his  majority  over  D.  A.  J.  Upham,  democrat,  was  a  little  rising  of  five  hundred. 

Thiri}  Administration. — L.  J.  Farwell,  Governor — 1852-1S53. 

Governor  Farwell's  administration  commenced  on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  1852.  Previous 
to  this — on  the  third  day  of  the  month — Edward  V.  Whiton  was  chosen  by  the  judges  of  the 
npreme  court,  dUef  justice,  to  succeed  Judge  Hubbell.  On  the  fourteenth  of  that  month,  the 
kgidature  assembled  at  Madison.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  annual  session.  James 
Moll.  Shafter  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  In  the  senate,  the  democrats  had  a 
majority;  in  the  assembly,  the  whigs.  The  go\ernf)r,  in  his  niessiige,  recommended  the  memorial- 
ising of  congress  to  cause  the  agricultural  lands  within  the  Stale  to  be  surveyed  and  brought 
mtonwrket;  to  cause,  also,  the  mineral  laifds  to  be  surveyed  and  geologically  examined,  and 
oftred  for  sale;  and  to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the  improv.'ment  of  rivers  and  harbors. 
The  question  of  "  bank  or  no  bank  "  having  been  submitted  to  the  pe&ple  in  November  previous. 
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and  decided  in  favor  oi  banks,  under  the  constitution,  the  power  was  thereby  given  to  the  legis- 
lature then  in  session  to  grant  bank  charters,  or  to  pass  a  general  banking  law.  Farwell  recom- 
mended that  necenaiy  measturea  be  taken  to  carry  into  eflect  thia  constitational  provision.  A 
larger  number  of  laws  was  passed  at  this  session  than  at  an>  previous  one.  By  a  provision  of 
the  constitution,  the  legislature  was  given  power  to  provide  by  law,  if  they  should  think  it  expe- 
dient and  necessary,  for  the  organization  of  a  separate  supreme  court,  to  consist  of  one  chief 
justice  and  two  associate  justices,  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  might  provide.  Under  this  authority,  an  act  was 
passed  at  this  session  providing  for  the  election  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associates,  on  the  last 
Monday  of  the  September  following,  to  form  a  supreme  court  of  the  State,  to  supplant  the  old 
one,  provision  for  the  change  being  inserted  in  the  constitution.  There  was  also  an  act  passed 
to  apportion  and  district  anew  the  members  of  the  senate  and  assemblyt  by  which  the  number 
was  increased  from  eighty-five  to  one  hundred  and  seven:  twenty-live  for  the  senate;  eighty- 
two  for  the  assembly.  An  act  authorizing  the  business  of  banking  passed  the  legislature  and 
was  approved  by  the  governor,  on  the  19th  of  April.  By  this  law,  the  otlice  of  bank-comptroller 
was  created — the  officer  to  be  first  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  to  hold  his  office  until  the  fint 
Monday  in  January,  1854.  At  the  general  election  in  the  Fall  of  1853,  and  every  two  yean 
thereafter,  the  office  was  to  be  filled  by  vote  of  the  people.  Governor  Farwell  afterward,  on  the 
3oth  of  November,  appointed  James  S.  Baker  to  that  office.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the 
nineteenth  of  April,  1853. 

The  second  charitable  institution  incorporated  by  the  State  was  the  **  Wisconsin  Institute 
for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  ag^d  Dumb."  It  was  originally  a  private  school  for  deaf  mutes, 
near,  and  subsequently  in,  the  village  of  Delavan,  Walworth  county.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature 
approved  April  19,  1852,  it  was  made  the  object  aod  duty  of  the  corporation  to  establish,  con- 
tinue and  maintain  this  school  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  "  at  or  near  the  village 
of  Delavan,  to  qualify,  as  near  as  might  be,  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons  for  the  oijoyment 
of  the  blessings  of  a  free  government,  obtaining  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  the  discharge  of 
those  duties,  social  and  political,  devolving  upon  American  citizens."  It  has  since  been  sup- 
ported by  annual  appropriations  made  by  the  legislature.  A  complete  organization  of  the 
school  was  effected  in  June,  1852,  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  trustees  appointed  by  the 
governor  of  the  State.  The  institute  has  for  its  design  the  e-ucation  of  such  children  of  the 
State  as,  on  account  of  deafness,  can  not  be  instriicted  in  i  ommon  schools.  Instruction  is  given 
by  signs,  by  the  manual  alphabet,  by  written  language,  and  to  one  class  by  articulation.  Two 
trades  are  taught:  cabinet-making  and  shoe-making. 

During  this  year,  considerable  interest  was  manifested  in  the  projecting  of  railroads.  At 
the  September  election,  E.  V.  Whiton  was  elected  chief  justice  of  the  lu  w  supreme  court  and 
Samud  Crawford  and  Abram  D.  Smith  associate  justices.  Under  the  law,  tlie  chief  justice  was 
to  serve  a  terra  of  four  years  from  the  first  day  of  June  next  ensuing;  while  the  two  associates 
were  to  cast  lots— one  to  serve  for  six  years,  the  other  for  two  years,  from  June  i,  1853.  Craw* 
ford  drew  the  short  temt — ^Smith  the  long  term.  At  the  subsequent  general  election  for  mem- 
bers to  the  thirty-third  congress,  Daniel  Wells,  Jr.,  was  chosen  from  the  first  district,  B.  C 
Eastman  from  the  second.-  and  J.  H.  Macy  from  the  third  district.  All  were  democrats.  A 
democratic  electoral  ticket  was  chosen  at  the  same  time.  The  electors  cast  their  votes  for  Pierce 
and  Butier. 

During  1853,  the  citizens  of  Wisconsin  enjoyed  unusual  prosperity  in  the  ample  products 

and  remuneration  of  their  industry  and  enterprise.  'Abundant  harvests  and  high  markets;  at 
increase  in  moneyed  circulation,  and  the  downward  tendency  of  tlie  rates  of  interest:  a  prevail- 
ing confidence  among  business  men  and  in  business  enterprises;  a  continual  accession  to  the 
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popalation  of  the  State  by  immigration;  the  energetic  prosecution  of  internal  improvements 
nnder  the  skillful  management  of  companies;  the  extension  of  permanent  agricultural  improve- 
■WBts;  and  the  nptd  growth  of  the  various  cities  and  villages;  were  among  the  encouraging 

prospects  of  the  year. 

The  sixth  session  ot  the  Wisconsin  legislature  commenced  on  the  twelfth  of  January,  1853. 
On  the  twenty-sixth  of  the  same  month,  William  K.  Wilson,  of  Milwaukee,  preferred  charges 
in  the  assembly  against  Levi  Hubbell,  judge  of  the  second .  judicial  circuit  of  the  State,  of 
diven  acts  of  corruption  and  nalfeasance  in  the  discha^  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  A  resolu- 
tion followed  appointing  a  committee  to  report  articles  of  impeachment,  directing  the  members 
thereof  to  go  to  the  senate  and  impeach  Hubbell.  Ui^on  the  trial  of  the  judge  before  the 
senate,  he  was  acquitted.  An  act  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  State  prison  commis- 
aooer  by  the  legislature  at  that  session^-to  hold  his  office  until  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing 
Jannaiy.  The  office  was  then  to  be  filled  by  popular  vote  at  the  general  election  in  November, 
1853 — and  afterwards  biennially — the  term  of  office  to  be  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next  succeeding  the  election  by  the  people.  On  the  28th  of  March,  the  legislature,  in 
joint  convention,  elected  John  Taylor  to  that  office.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  fourth 
dqr  of  April  until  the  sixth  of  the  following  June,  when  it  again  met,  and  adjourned  ttne  die  on 
the  thirteenth  of  July,  both  sessions  aggregating  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  days. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  approved  February  9,  1853,  the  "  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural 
Society, "  which  had  been  organized  in  March,  1851,  was  incorporated,  its  object  being  to  promote 
and  improve  the  condition  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  the  mechanical,  manttfaetttring  and 
hooiehold  arts.  It  was  soon  after  taken  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  State  by  an  appropria* 
tion  made  by  the  legislature,  to  be  expended  by  the  society  in  such  manner  as  it  might  deem 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  its  incorporation;  State  aid  was  continued  down  to  the 
commencement  of  the  rebellion.  No  help  was  extended  during  the  war  nor  until  1873;  since 
which  time  there  has  been  realised  annually  from  the  State  a  siim  commensurate  with  its  most 
pressing  needs.  The  society  has  printed  seventeen  volumes  of  transactions  and  has  held  annually 
a  State  fair,  except  during  the  civil  war.  Besides  these  fairs,  its  most  important  work  is  the 
holding  annually,  at  the  capital  of  the  State,  a  convention  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  gen- 
erally. The  meetings  are  largely  participated  in  by  men  representing  the  educational  and 
indnstrial  interests  of  Wisconsin. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  approved  March  4,  1853,  the  "  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin  "  was  incorporated — having  been  previously  organized— thu  object  being  to  collect, 
embody,  arrange  and  preserve  in  authentic  form,  a  library  of  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  charts, 
mntttcripts,  papers,  paintings,  statuary  and  other  materials  illustrative  of  the  history  of  the 
Stale;  to  rescue  from  oblivion  the  memory  of  its  early  pioneers.,  and  to  obtain  and  preserve 
narrstives  of  their  exploits,  perils,  and  hardy  adventures;  to  exhibit  faithfully  the  antiquities, 
and  the  past  and  present  condition,  and  resources  of  Wisconsin.  The  society  was  also  author- 
ized to  take  proper  steps  to  promote  the  study  of  history  by  lectures,  and  to  diffuse  and  publish 
iaibrmation  relating  to  the  description  and  history  of  the  State.  The  legislature  soon  after  took 
the  society  under  its  fostering  care  by  voting  a  respectable  sum  for  its  benefit.  Liberal  State 
a:dhas  been  continued  to  the  ]>resent  time.  The  society,  besides  collecting  a  library  of  historical 
books  and  pamphlets  the  largest  in  the  West,  has  published  eight  volumes  of  collections  and  a 
catalogue  of  four  volumes.  Its  rooms  are  in  the  capitol  at  Madison,  and  none  of  its  property 
can  be  alienated  without  the  consent  of  the  State.  It  has  a  valuable  collection  of  painted  por- 
tnits  and  bound  newspaper  files;  and  in  its  cabinet  are  to  be  found  many  prehistoric  relics. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1853,  the  justices  of  the  new  supreme  court  went  into  office :  Associate 
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Justice  Crawford,  for  two  ye:irs ;  Chief  Justice  Whiton,  for  four  years,  Associate  Justice  Smith 
for  six  years  as  previously  mentioned.  The  first  (June)  term  was  held  at  Madi&on.  La  Fayette 
Kellogg  was  appointed  and  qualified  as  clerk.  On  the  a«it  of  September,  Timothy  Bums,  licii> 
tenant  goveraor  of  Wisconsin,  died  at  La  Crosse.  As  a  testimonial  of  respect  for  the  deceased 
the  several  State  departments,  in  accordance  with  a  prodamaUon  of  the  governor,  were  closed 
for  one  day — October  3,  1853.  In  the  Fall  of  this  year,  democrats,  whigs  and  free-soilers,  each 
called  a  convention  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  various  State  oHices  to  be  supported  by  them 
at  the  ensuing  election  in  November.  The  successful  ticket  was,  for  governor,  William  A.  Bsn> 
,tow;  for  lieutenant  governor,  James  T.  Lewis,  for  secretary  of  State,  Alexander  T.  Gray,  for 
State  treasurer,  Edward  H.  Jansseii ;  for  attorney  general,  George  B.  Smith  ;  for  suj)crinicndent 
of  public  instruction,  Hiram  A.  Wright;  for  State  prison  commissioner,  A.  W.  Starks;  and 
for  bank  comptroller,  William  M.  Dennis.    They  were  all  democrats. 

The  year  1853  was,  to  the  agriculturists  of  the  State,  one  of  prosperity.  Every  branch  of 
industry  prospered.  The  increase  of  commerce  and  manufactures  more  than  realised  the  expec- 
tations of  the  most  sanguine. 

FOVKTH  ASIOmSTRATION. — WiLUAM  A.  Barstow,  Govunor — t854>l855. 

On  Monday,  the  second  of  January,  1854,  William  A.  Barstow  took  the  oath  of  office  as 

governor  of  Wisconsin. 

The  legislature  commenced  its  seventh  regular  session  on  the  eleventh  of  January.  Fred" 
erick  W.  Horn  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  Both  houses  were  democratic.  The 
legislature  adjourned  on  the  3d  of  April  following,  after  a  session  of  eighty-three  days.  • 

In  the  early  part  of  March,  a  fugitive  slave  case  greatly  excited  the  people  of  Wiacmisiii. 
A  slave  named  Joshua  Glover,  belonging  to  B,  S.  Garland  of  Missouri,  had  escaped  from  his 
master  and  made  his  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Racine.  Garland,  learning  the  whereabouts  of  his 
personal  chattel,  came  to  the  State,  obtained,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1S54,  from  the  judges  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Wisconsin,  a  warrant  for  the  apprehenrion 
of  Glover,  which  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States.  Glover 
was  secured  and  lodged  in  jail  in  Milwaukee.  A  num!H-r  of  persons  afterward  assembled  and 
rescued  the  fugitive.  Among  those  who  took  an  active  part  in  this  proceeding  was  Sherman  M. 
Booth,  who  was  arrested  therefor  and  committed  by  a  United  States  commissioner,  but  was 
released  from  custody  by  Abram  D.  Smith,  one  oif  the  associate  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Wisconsin,  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  record  of  the  proceedings  was  thereupon 
taken  to  that  court  in  full  bench  by  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  correct  any  error  that  might  have  l)cen 
committed  before  the  associate  justice.  At  the  June  term,  1854,  the  justices  held  that  Booth 
was  entitled  to  be  discharged,  because  the  commitment  set  forth  no  cause  for  detention. 

Booth  was  afterward  indicted  in  the  United  States  district  court  and  a  warrant  issued  for 
his  arrest.  He  was  again  imjjrisoned;  and  again  he  applied  to  the  supreme  court  —  then,  in 
term  time — for  a  writ  of  habeas  torpus.  Ti  ;s  was  in  July,  1854.  In  his  petition  to  the  supreme 
court,  Booth  set  forth  that  he  was  in  conlinemcnt  upon  a  warrant  issued  by  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  and  that  the  object  of  the  imprisonment  was  to  compel  him  to  answer  an 
indictment  then  pending  against  him  therein.  The  supreme  court  of  the  State  held  that  these 
facts  showed  that  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  had  obtained  jurisdiction  of  the  case 
and  that  it  was  apparent  that  the  indictment  was  for  an  olTense  of  which  the  federal  courts  had 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  They  could  nut  therefore  interfere;  and  his  application  for  a  discharge 
was  denied. 

Upon  the  indictment.  Booth  was  tried  and  convicted,  fined  and  imprisoned,  for  a  violation 
of  th".  fugitive  slave  law.   Again  the  prisoner  applied  to  the  supreme  court  of  Wisconsin.«-his 


Diyiiizoa  by  Google 


mscoimK  AS  a  state. 


lasi  application  bearing  date  January  a6,  1855.   He  claimed  discharge  on  the  ground  of  the 

nnconstitutionality  of  the  law  under  which  he  had  been  indicted.  The  supreme  court  held  that 
the  :ndi(  tnient  upon  which  he  had  been  tried  and  convicted  contained  three  counts,  the  first  of 
which  was  to  be  considered  as  properly  charging  an  ofTense  within  the  act  of  congress  of  Septem- 
ber 18,  1850,  known  as  the  "  fugitive  dave  law/'  mhSh  the  second  and  third  counts  did  not  set 
forth  or  charge  an  olfense  punishable  by  any  statute  of  the  United  States ;  and  as,  upon  these  last- 
jnentioned  counts  he  was  found  guilty  and  not  upon  the  first»  he  must  be  discharged. 

The  action  of  the  supreme  court  of  Wisconsin  in  a  second  time  discharging  Booth,  was 
aftenrard  reversed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States ;  and,  its  decision  being  respected 
bjr  die  State  court.  Booth  was  re-arrested  in  1860,  and  the  sentence  of  the  district  court  of  the- 
United  Sutes  executed  in  part  upon  him,  when  he  was  pardoned  by  the  president. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  March  30,  i  S54,  a  "  State  Lunatic  Asylum  *'  was  directed 
10  be  built  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Madison,  the  capital  of  the  State,  upon  land  to  be  donated  or 
purchased  for  that  purpose.    By  a  subsequent  act,  the  name  of  the  asylum  was  changed  to  the 

*  Wisconsin  Bute  Hospital  for  the  Insane."  This  was  the  third  charitable  institution  established 
bf  the  State.  The  hosi>ital  was  opened  for  patients  in  July,  i860,  under  the  direction  of  a 
l)oard  of  trustees  appointed  by  the  governor.  All  insane  persons,  residents  of  Wisconsin,  who, 
under  the  law  providing  for  adnussion  of  patients  into  the  hospital  for  treatment,  become  resi- 
dents therein,  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  provided  the  county  in  which  such 
pitient  resided  before  being  brought  to  the  hospital  pays  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a 
week  for  his  or  her  support.  Any  patient  can  be  supported  by  relatives,  friends  or  guardians,  if 
the  latter  desire  to  relieve  the  county  and  State  from  the  burden,  and  can  have  special  care  and 
be  provided  with  a  special  attendant,  if  the  expense  of  the  same  be  borne  by  parties  interested. 
The  hospital  is  beautifully  located  00  the  nattk  s^m  of  Lake  Mendota,  in  Itene  county,  about 
four  miles  from  Madison. 

At  the  general  election  in  the  Fall  of  1854,  for  members  from  Wisconsin  to  the  thirty-fourth 
congress,  Daniel  Wells,  Jr.  was  chosen  from  the  first  district  ;  C.  C.  Washburn,  from  the  second, 
and  Charles  Billingliurst  from  the  third  -dislricl.  Billinghurst  and  Washburn  were  elected  as 
nepublicans — that  party  having  been  organized  in  the  Summer  previous.   Wells  was  a  democrat. 

The  year  1854  was  one  of  prosperity  foi|Wisconsin,  to  all  its  industrial  occupations.  Abund- 
■Bt  crops  and  increased  prices  were  generally  realized  by  the  .i^'rit  ulturist.  It  was  a  year  also  of 
general  health.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  amount  of  exports  during  the  year,  including  lumber 
and  mineral,  exceeded  thirteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  eighth  regular  session  of  the  State  legislature  commenced  on  the  loth  of  January, 
1855.  C.  C.  Sholes  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  senate  was  democratic ;  the 
assembly,  republican.  On  joint  ballot,  ffic  republicans  had  but  one  majority.  On  the  istof 
February,  Charles  Durkee,  a  republican,  was  elected  United  States  senator  for  a  full  term  of  six 
ytut  from  the  4th  of  March  next  ensuing,  to  fill  the  place  of  Isaac  P.  Walker  whose  term  would 
expire  on  that  day.  Among  the  bills  passed  of  a  general  nature,  was  one  relative  to  the  rights  of 
married  women,  providing  that  any  married  woman,  whose  husband,  cither  from  drunkenness  or 

•  :oflii;ary,  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  provide  for  her  supi)ort,  should  have  the  right,  in  her  own 
liame,  to  transact  busmess,  receive  and  collect  her  own  earnings,  and  apply  the  same  for  her  own 
support,  and  education  of  her  children,  free  from  the  control  and  interference  of  her  husband. 
Ihe  legislature  adjourned  siru  die  on  the  second  of  April,  after  a  session  of  eighty-three  days. 
Orsamus  Cole  having  been  elected  in  this  month  an  associ.ite  justice  of  the  supreme  court  in 
place  of  Judge  Samuel  Crawford,  whose  term  of  office  would  cxjiire  on  the  tliirty-first  of  May  of 
llutt  year,  went  into  office  on  the  first  day  of  June  following,  for  a  term  of  six  years.  His  othce 
would  therefore  end  on  the  thirty-first  of  May,  1861. 
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On  the  27tli  of  May,  1855,  Hiram  A.  Wripht,  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  died  at 
Prairie  du  Cbien.  On  the  i8th  of  June  following,  the  governor  appointed  A.  Constantine  Barry  to 
fill  his  place.  On  the  5th  of  July,  Garland,  the  owner  of  the  rescued  fugitive  slave  Glover, 
having  brou^t  suit  in  the  United  States  district  court  for  die  loas  (tf  his  slave,  against  Booth, 

the  trial  came  on  at  Madison,  resulting  in  the  jury  bringing  in  a  verdict  under  instructions  from 
the  judge,  of  one  thousand  dollars,  tiie  value  of  a  negro  slave  as  fixed  by  act  of  congress  of  1850. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  rcquirmg  the  legislature  to  provide  by  law  for  an  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  in  the  year  1855,  an  act  was  passed  by  that  body,  approved  March  31,  of  this 
year,  for  that  puriajse.  The  result  showed  a  population  for  Wisconsin  of  over  five  Hundred  and 
fifty-two  thousand.  In  November,  at  the  general  election,  the  democratic  ticket  for  State  offi- 
cers was  declared  elected:  William  A.  Barstow,  for  governor;  Arthur  McArthur,  for  lieutenant 
governor;  David  W.  Jones,  for  secretary  of  State;  Charles  Kuelm,  for  State  treasurer;  WiU 
liam  R.  Smith,  for  attorney  general;  A.  C.  Barry,  for  superintendent  of  public  instruction; 
William  M.  Dennis,  for  bank  comptroller;  and  Edward  McGarry  for  State  prison  commissioner. 
The  vote  for  governor  was  very  close;  but  the  State  canvassers  declared  Barstow  elected  by  a 
small  majority.  The  opposing  candidate  for  that  ot!ice  was  Coles  Bashlord,  who  ran  as  a 
republican 

The  year  1855  was  a  prosperous  one  to  the  fimners  of  Wisconsin  as  well  as  to  all  industrial 
occupations.  There  were  abundant  crops  and  unexampled  prices  were  realised. 

Fifth  Adhinistration.— Colbs  Bashforo,  Govsiufoit — i856-i8<7. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  January,  1856,  William  A.  Barstow  took  and  subscribed  an  oath  of 
office  as  governor  of  Wisconsin,  while  Coles  Bashford,  who  had  determined  to  contest  the  right 

of  Barstow  to  the  governorship,  went,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  supreme  COUrt  room,  in  Madison, 
and  had  the  oath  of  of&ce  administered  to  him  by  Chief  Justice  Whiton.  Bashford  afterward 
called  at  the  execurive  office  and  made  a  formal  demand  of  Barstow  that  he  should  vacate  the 
gubernatorial  chair ;  but  the  latter  respectfully  declined  the  invitation.  These  were  the  initiatory 

steps  of  "  Bashfotd  9t,  Barstow,"  for  the  office  of  governor  of  Wisconsin. 

The  fight  now  conri;nsnced  in  earnest.  O.i  t  ie  eleventh,  the  c  j.msel  for  Bashford  called 
upon  the  attorney  general  and  requested  him  to  file  an  information  in  the  nature  of  a  futt 
warranto  against  Barstow.  On  the  fifteenth  that  officer  complied  with  the  request.  Thereupon 
a  summons  was  issued  to  Barstow  to  appear  and  answer.  On  the  twen^-second,  Bashford,  by 
his  attorney,  asied  the  court  that  the  information  filed  by  the  attorney  general  lie  discontinued 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  file  one,  which  request  w.-is  denied  by  the  court.  While  the  molioa 
was  being  argued,  Barstow,  by  his  attorneys,  entered  his  appearance  in  the  case. 

On  the  second  of  February,  Barstow  moved  to  quash  lUl  proceedings  for  the  reason  that  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction  in  t!u  matter.  This  motion  was  denied  by  the  court ;  that  tribunal  at 
the  sime  time  deciding  that  the  filing  of  the  motion  was  an  admission  by  Barstow  thftt  the  allc* 
gations  contained  in  the  information  filed  by  the  attorney  general  were  true. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  Febiuary,  the  time  appointed  for  pleading  to  the  information,  Bar- 
stow, by  his  attorneys,  presented  to  the  court  a  stipulation  signed  by  all  the  parties  in  the  case,  to 
the  effect  that  the  board  of  canvassers  had  determined  Barstow  elected  governor ;  that  the  secre- 
tary of  State  had  certified  to  his  election  ;  and  that  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  otTice.  Tiiey  submit- 
ted to  the  court  whether  it  had  jurisdiction,  beyond  the  certificates,  of  those  facts  and  the  canvass 
so  made  to  inquire  as  to  the  number  of  votes  actually  given  for  Barstow, — Bashford  oflisring  to 
prove  that  the  certificates  were  made  and  issued  through  mistake  and  fraud,  and  that  he,  instead 
of  Barstow,  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes.  This  stipulation  th.e  court  declined  to  enter- 
tain or  to  pass  upon  the  questions  suggested ;  as  they  were  not  presented  in  legal  form.  Barstow 
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was  thereupon  given  untfl  the  tve&tjr-fifth  of  February  to  utwer  the  infoniwtioD  dial  had  been 

fled  against  him  by  the  attorney  general. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Barsiow  filed  his  plea  to  the  effect  that,  by  the  laws  of  Wiscousin 
Rgulating  the  conducting  of  general  election  for  State  officers*,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  of 
cuvaneis  to  determine  who  was  elected  to  the  office  of  governor;  and  that  the  board  had  found 
Alt  he  was  duly  elected  to  that  office.  It  was  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  A  demurrer 
was  interposed  to  this  plea,  setting  forth  that  the  matters  therein  contained  were  not  sufficient  in 
hw  to  take  the  case  out  of  court ;  asking,  also,  for  a  judgment  against  Barstow,  or  that  he  answer 
farther  the  infonnatitm  filed  a^inst  him.  The  demurrer  was  sustained;  and  fiarstow  was 
required  to  answer  over  widiin  four  days ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  counsel  for  Barstow 
withdrew  from  the  case,  on  the  ground,  as  they  alleged,  that  they  had  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the 
court  to  objert  tn  the  jiirisdirtion  of  that  tribunal  in  the  matter,  and  the  court  had  determined 
to  proceed  with  the  case,  holding  and  exercising  full  and  final  jurisdiction  over  it;  and  that  the) 
could  take  no  forther  steps  without  conceding  the  right  of  that  tribunal  so  to  hold.  Thereupon, 
on  the  eighth  of  March,  Barstow  entered  a  protest,  by  a  communication  to  the  supreme  court, 
against  any  further  interference  with  the  department  under  his  charge  by  that  tribunal,  either 
br  attempting  to  transfer  its  powers  to  another  or  direct  the  course  of  executive  action."  The 
eoonsel  for  Bashford  then  moved  for  judgment  upon  the  default  of  Barstow. 

A  further  hearing  of  the  case  was  postponed  until  March  18,  when  the  attorney  general 
filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  proceedings ;  against  which  Bashford.  by  his  counsel,  protested  as 
being  prejudicial  to  his  rights.  It  was  the  o])inion  of  the  court  that  the  attorney  general  could 
not  dismiss  the  case,  that  every  thing  which  was  well  pleaded  for  Bashford  in  his  information  was 
confessed  by  the  default  of  Barstow.  By  strict  usage,  a  final  judgment  ought  then  to  have  fol- 
lowed ;  but  the  court  came  to  the  conclusion  to  call  uponBashford  to  faring  forward  proof,  showing 
his  right  to  the  office.  Testimony  was  then  adduced  at  length,  touching  the  character  of  the 
returns  made  to  the  State  canvassers;  after  hearing  of  which  il  was  the  oi)inion  of  the  court  that 
Bashford  had  received  a  plurality  of  votes  for  governor  and  that  there  must  be  a  judgment  in 
his  fiivor  and  one  of  ouster  against  Barstow ;  which  were  rendered  accordingly. 

The  ninth  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsm  commenced  on  the  ninth  of 
January,  1856.  William  Hull  was  ele(  ted  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  senate  had  a  repub- 
Kcaa  majority,  but  the  assembly  was  democratic.  On  the  eleventh  Barstow  sent  in  a  message  to 
t  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses.  On  the  twenty-first  of  March  he  tendered  to  the  legisla- 
taie  his  resignation  as  governor,  giving  for  reasons  the  action  of  the  supreme  court  in  Bashford 
rr.  Barstow,"  which  tribunal  was  then  hearing  testimony  m  the  case.  On  the  same  day  Arthur 
Mc.\rthur.  lieutenant  governor,  took  and  subscribed  an  oath  of  office  as  governor  of  the  State, 
afienv-ards  sending  a  message  to  the  legislature,  announcing  that  the  resignation  of  Barstow 
nide  it  his  duty  to  take  the  reins  of  gpvemmenL  On  the  twenty>fifth,  Bashford  called  on 
HcArthur,  then  occupying  the  executive  office,  and  demanded  possession— at  the  same  time 
intimating  that  he  preferred  peaceable  measures  to  force,  but  that  the  latter  would  be  employed 
if  necessary.  The  lieutenant  governor  thereupon  vacated  the  chair,  when  the  former  took  the 
gttbematorial  seat,  exercising  thereafter  the  functions  of  the  office  until  his  successor  was  elected 
ad  qualified.  His  right  to  the  seat  was  recognised  by  the  senate  on  the  twenty-filth,  and  by  the 
SMembly  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  1856.  This  ended  the  famous  case  of  Bashford  ftf. 
Barstow,"  the  first  and  only  "  war  of  succession  "  ever  indulged  in  by  Wisconsin. 

The  legislature,  on  the  thirty-first  of  March,  adjourned  over  to  the  third  of  September,  to 
dispose  of  a  congresnonal  land  grant  to  the  State.  Upon  re-assembling,  an  important  measure 
«as  taken  up— that  of  a  new  apportionment  for  the  legisUture.  It  was  determined  to  increase  the 
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mimber  of  members  from  one  hundred  and  seven  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven.  The  session 
closed  on  the  thirteenth  of  October.  'The  general  election  for  members  to  tlie  thirty-fifth  congress, 
held  in  November,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  John  H.  Potter,  from  the  first  district ;  C.  C.  Washburn 
from  the  second ;  and  Charles  Billinghurst,  from  the  third  dutrict.  The/  were  all  elected  u 
repablicans.  The  presidential  canvass  of  this  year  was  an  exciting  one  in  the  State.  The 
republicans  were  successfuL  Electors  of  that  party  cast  their  five  votes  for  Fremont  and 
Dayton. 

The  year  1856  was  not  an  unprosperous  one,  agriculturally  speaking,  although  in  some 
respects  decidedly  unfavmrahle.  In  many  districts  the  earlier  part  of  the  season  was  exceeding 
dry,  which  materially  diminished  the  wheat  CR^.  Other  industrial  interests  were  every  whoe 

in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  legislature  commenced  its  tenth  regular  session  at  Madison,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
January,  1857,  with  a  republican  majority  in  both  hooses.  W]rman  Spoooer  was  elected  speaker 
d  the  assembly.  For  the  first  time  since  the  a<lmis8ion  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  both  houses,  together  with  the  governor,  were  opposed  to  the  democratic  party. 
On  the  twenty-third  the  senate  and  assembly  met  in  joint  convention,  for  tlie  purpose  of  electing 
a  United  States  senator  in  place  of  Henry  Dodge,  whose  term  of  othce  would  expire  on  the 
fourth  of  March  neat  ensuing.  James  R.  Doolittle,  republican,  was  the  successful  candidate  for  ! 
that  office,  for  a  full  term  of  six  years,  from  the  fourth  of  March,  1857.  The  l^slature  1 
adjourned  on  the  ninth  of  March,  1857.  At  the  Spring  election.  Judge  Whiton  was  re<«lected 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

The  second  reformatory  State  instituticm  ettabUshed  m  Wisconsin,  was,  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  approved  March  7, 1857,  denominated  a  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents, 
afterward  called  the  State  Reform  School,  now  known  as  the  MHsconsin  Industrial  School  for 
Boys,  and  is  located  at  Waukesha,  the  county  seat  of  Waukesha  county.  The  courts  and 
several  magistrates  in  any  county  in  Wisconsin  may,  in  their  discretion,  sentence  to  this  school 
«ny  malediild  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen  years,  convicted  of  vagrancy,  petit  larceny, 
or  any  misdemeanor;  also  of  any  offense  which  would  otherwise  be  punisluible  by  imprisonment 
in  the  State  ]irison  ;  or,  of  incorrigil)le  or  vicious  conduct  in  certain  cases.  The  tennofconmiit* 
ment  miist  be  to  the  a.;e  of  twenty-one  years. 

At  the  State  election  held  in  November 'of  this  year,  the  republicans  elected  A.  W.  Randall 
governor;  S.  D.  Hastings,  State  treasurer,  and  Edward  M.  McGraw,  State  prison  commi»> 
sioner.  The  democrats  elected  E.  D.  Camjihdl,  lieutenant  governor;  D.  W.  Jones,  secretary 
of  State;  Gabriel  Bouck,  attorney  general;  L.  C.  Draper,  Superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, and  J.  C.  S<iuires,  bank  comptroller. 

The  year  1857  was  a  disastrous  one  to  Wisconsin,  as  wdl  at  totiie  whole  country,  in  a  finan- 
cial point  ot  view.  Early  in  the  Fall  a  monetary  panic  swept  over  the  land.  A  number  of 
prominent  operators  in  the  leading  industrial  piusutts  were  obliged  to  succumb.    Agricoltorally  ' 
the  year  was  a  fair  one  for  the  State. 

•  Sixth  Admimistiuition.— Albxandbk  W.  Randall,  Governor— 1858-1859. 

Randall's  administration  began  on  the  fourth  day  of  January,  1858,  when  ficur  the  first  time 

he  was  inaugurated  governor  of  the  State.  On  the  eleventh  of  January  the  legislature 
commenced  its  eleventh  regular  session,  with  a  republican  majority  in  both  houses.  Frederick 
S.  Lovell  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  legislature  adjourned  sine  die  on  the 
seventeenth  of  Match,  after  an  unusually  long  session  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  days.  **  That 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  were  men  of  int^rity,  and  disposed  for  the  public  .weal,  can  not 
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be  doubted;  but  they  were  nearly  all  new  members,  and  without  former  legislative  experience* 
They  set  out  to  accomplish  a  great  good,  by  holding  up  to  public  scorn  and  execration  die  whole- 
•ale  briberies  and  iniquities  of  the  immediate  past  ;  but  they  lacked  concentration  of  eflbit,.and« 
forwant  of  union  and  jueroncerted  action,  they  failed  to  achieve  the  great  triumph  they  aoMght, 
by  providing  a  'sovereign  remedy'  for  the  evils  they  exposed." 

At  the  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  1856,  an  act  was  passed  for  a  general  revisi  -n  of 
Ae  laws  of  the  State.  Under  this,  and  a  subsequent  act  of  the  adjourned  session  of  that  year, 
three  commissioners — David  Taylor,  Samuel  J.  Todd,  and  F.  S.  Lovell — were  appointed  "  to 
collect,  compile  and  digest  the  general  laws  "  of  Wisconsin.  Their  report  was  submitted  tu  the 
legislature  of  1858,  and  acted  upon  at  a  late  day  ot  the  session.  The  laws  revised,  which  received 
the  auction  of  the  legislature,  were  published  in  one  volume,  and  constitute  what  is  know  as  the 
Revised  Statutes  of  1858. 

At  the  Fall  election,  John  F.  Potter  from  the  first  district,  and  C.  C.  Washburn  from  the 
second  district,  both  republicans,  were  elected  to  the  thirty-sixth  congress;  while  C.  H. 
Larrabee,  democrat,  was  elected  to  represent  the  third  district. 

The  twelfth  regular  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature  commenced  on  the  twelfth  of 
Januaiy,  1859,  with  a  republican  majority  in  both  houses.  William  P.  Lyon  was  elected  speaker 
of  the  assembly.  The  legislature  adjourned  sin^  die  on  the  twenty-first  of  March,  1859,  after  a 
session  of  sixty-nine  days.  At  the  regular  spring  election,  Byron  Paine  was  chosen  associate 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  for  a  full  term  of  six  years,  as  the  succeasmr  of  Associate  Justicc 
Snith.  As  it  was  a  questbn  when  the  term  of  the  latter  ended — whether  on  the  31st  day  of 
Nfay,  1859,  or  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  i860  —  he  went  through  with  the  formality  of 
f'-si^ning  his  office,  and  the  governor  of  ;t j)ix)inting  Paine  as  his  successor,  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1059.  On  the  twelfth  of  April,  1859,  l-.dward  V".  Whiton,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
died  at  his  residence  in  JanesviUe.  The  office  was  filled  by  executive  appointment  on  the  19th 
of  the  same  month — ^the  successor  of  Judge  Whiton  being  Luther  S.  Dixon.  Late  in  the  Sum- 
mer lx)ih  [iolitical  parties  put  into  the  field  a  full  state  ticket.  The  republicans  were  successful 
—electing  for  governor,  Alexander  W.  Randall  ,  for  lieutenant  governor,  13.  Ci.  Noble  ;  for 
Moetaiy  of  state,  L.  P.  Harvey ;  for  state  treasurer,  S.  D.  Hastings,  for  attorney  general,  James 
H.  Howe ;  for  bank  comptroller,  G.  Van  Steenwyck ;  for  superintendent  of  public  instruction, 
J.  L  Fickaid;  for  state  prison  oommisuoner,  H.'  C  Heg. 

SmilTB  AmUNISTRATIOM.— ALBXAMOBR  W.  RaNDAU,,  GOTXKNOR  (sBCOND  TBRM),  1860-1861. 

Aletander  W.  Randall  was  inaugurated  the  second  time  as  governor  of  Wisconsin,  on 
Uondsf,  January  3,  i860.  One  week  subsequent,  the  thirteenth  regular  session  of  the  legis- 
lature  commenced  at  Madison.  For  the  first  time  the  republicans  had  control,  not  only  of  all 
the  State  offices,  but  also  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  William  P.  I. yon  was  elected 
tpeadcerof  the  assembly.  A  new  assessment  law  was  among  the  most  iiniwrtant  of  the  acts 
FMied  at  this  session.  The  le^slature  adjourned  on  the  second  of  April.  At  the  spring  elec- 
tion. Luther  S.  Dixon,  as  an  independent  candidate,  was  elected  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
cuart  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Whiton.  In  the  presidential  election  which 
fcllowed,  republican  electors  were  chosen  —  casting  their  five  votes,  in  the  electoral  college,  for 
lineoln  and  Hamlin.  At  the  same  election,  John  F.  Potter,  from  the  first  district ;  Luther 
Hanchett,  from  the  second,  and  A.  Scott  Sloan,  from  the  third  district,  were  elected  members  of 
lie  thirt)'-seventh  congress.  Hanchett  died  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  1 86a,  when, 
•8 the  twentieth  of  December  following,  W.  D.  Mclndoe  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  All 
thoe congressional  representatives  were  republicans.   Wisconsin,  in  i860,  was  a  strong  repub- 
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lican  SUte.  According  to  the  census  of  this  year,  it  had  a  population  of  over  seven  hundred 
and  sevent7-seven  thousand. 

On  the  ninth  of  Janii.ir)',  1861,  the  fourteenth  regular  session  of  the  State  legislature  com- 
menc  ed  at  M.idison.  Both  branches  were  republican.  Amasa  Cobb  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
assembly.  On  the  tenth,  both  houses  met  in  joint  convention  to  hear  the  governor  read  his 
annual  message.  It  was  a  remarkable  document  Besides  giving  an  excellent  ^nopsis  of  the 
operations  of  the  State  government  for  i860,  the  governor  entered  laigely  into  a  discussion  of 
the  question  of  secession  and  disunion,  as  then  proposed  by  some  of  the  southern  states  of  tbe 
Union.    These  are  his  closing  words :  , 

'*The  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  the  Union  can  never  be  admitted.  The  National 
Government  can  not  treat  with  a  State  while  it  is  in  the  Union,  and  particularly  while  it  stands 
in  an  attitude  hostile  to  the  Union.  So  long  as  any  State  assumes  a  jxjsition  foreign,  inde- 
pendent and  hostile  to  the  government,  there  can  be  no  reconciliation.  The  irovernment  of  the 
United  States  can  not  treat  with  one  of  its  own  States  as  a  foreign  power.  The  constitutional 
laws  extend  over  every  Statt  alike.  They  are  to  be  enforced  in  every  State  alike.  A  State  can 
not  come  into  the  Union  as  it  pleases,  and  go  out  when  it  pleases.  Once  in,  it  must  stay  UDtil 
the  Union  is  destroyed.  There  is  no  coercion  of  a  State.  But  where  a  faction  of  a  people  arrays 
itself,  nut  against  one  act,  but  against  all  laws,  and  against  all  government,  there  is  but  one 
answer  to  be  made :    '  TAe  GovemttutU  must  be  sustained;  the  lam  shall  be  en/arced/  * " 

On  the  twenty-third  of  January  the  legislature  met  in  joint  convention  to  elect  a  United 
States  senator  to  fill  the  place  of  Charles  Durkee,  whose  term  of  office  would  expire  on  the 
fourth  of  Ma  ch  next  ensuing.  The  successful  candidate  was  Timothy  O.  Howe,  republican, 
who  was  elected  for  a  full  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1861.  One  of  the  important 
acts  passed  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  apportioned  the  State  into  senate  and  assembly 
districts,  by  which  the  whole  number  of  members  in  both  houses  was  increased  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three.  Another  act  apportioned  the  State  into 
six  (  ongressional  districts  instead  of  three.  I!y  this  —  the  third  congressional  apix)rtionment  — 
each  district  was  to  elect  one  representative.  Fhe  first  district  was  coai^xised  of  the  counties 
of  Milwaukee,  Waukesha,  Walworth,  Racine,  and  Kenosha ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Rock, 
Jefferson,  Dane,  and  Columbia;  the  third,  of  Green,  La  Fayette,  Iowa,  Grant,  Crawford,  Ricb> 
land,  and  Sauk;  the  fourth,  of  Ozaukee,  Washington,  Dodge,  Fond  du  Lac,  and  Shelvovgan;  the 
fifth,  Manitowoc,  Calumet,  Winnebago,  Green  1  ake,  Marquette,  Waushara,  Waupaca;  Outa- 
gamie, Brown,  Kewaunee,  Door,  Oconto,  and  Shawano ;  and  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Bad 
Axe,  La  Crosse,  M  nroe,  Juneau,  Adams,  Portage,  Wood,  Jackson,  Trempealeau,  Buffalo,  Pepin, 
Pierce,  St.  Croix,  Dunn,  Eau  Claire,  Clark,  Marathon,  Chippewa,  Dallas,  Polk,  Burnett,  Oou^^as, 
LaPointe,  and  Ashland.    The  legislature  adjourned  on  tlie  seventeenth  of  April,  1861. 

At  the  spring  elections  of  this  year,  Orsamus  Cole  was  rc-clccted  as  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court.  On  the  ninth  of  May  following,  Governor  Randall  issued  a  proclamation  convening 
the  legislature  in  extra  session  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  same  month.  "  The  extraordinary  condition 
of  the  country,"  said  he,  "growing  out  of  the  rebellion  against -the  government  of  the  United 
States,  makes  it  necessary  that  the  legislature  of  this  State  be  convened  in  special  session,  to 
provide  more  completely  for  making  the  power  of  the  State  useful  to  the  government  and  to 
other  loyal  States."  The  fifteenth  or  extra  session  began  on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  as  designated 
in  the  gm  eruor's  proclamation.  The  message  of  the  governor  was  devoted  entirely  to  the  war. 
"  At  the  close  of  the  last  annual  session  of  the  legislature,"  said  he,  "  to  meet  a  sudden  emer- 
gency, an  act  was  passed  authorizing  me  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States, '  for  aid  in  maintaining  the  Union  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  or  to  suppress  rebellion 


i_-iyu,^uu  Ly  Google 


"WISCONSIN'  AS  A  STATU 


69 


or  insurrection,  or  to  repel  invasion  within  the  United  States,'  and  I  was  authorized,  and  it  was 
made  my  duty,  to  take  sttch  meuures  at,  in  my  judgment,  should  provide  in  the  speediest  and 
most  efRctent  manner  for  responding  to  such  call :  and  to  this  end  I  was  authorized  to  accept 

the  services  of  volunteers  for  active  service,  to  be  enrolled  in  companies  of  not  less  than 

seventy-five  men  each,  rank  and  file,  and  in  regiments  of  ten  companies  each.    I  was  also 

authorized  to  provide  fur  uniforming  and  equipping  such  companies  as  were  nut  provided  with  \ 

anifonns  and  equipments."  '*  The  first  call  of  the  president  for  immediate  active  service,"  con- 

tioHcd  the  gpvernor, "  was  for  one  foment  of  mc n .  My  proclamation,  issued  immediately  after  the 

[passage  of  the  act  of  the  legislature,  was  answered  within  less  than  ten  days,  by  companies  enough, 

each  containing  the  rei^uisite  number  of  men,  to  maice  up  at  least  five  regiments  instead  of  o  e. 

I  thok  issued  another  proclamation,  announcing  the  offers  that  had  been  made,  and  advising 

that  thereafter  companies  might  be  enrolled  to  stand  as  minute  men,  ready  to  answer  further 

calls,  as  they  might  be  made,  but  without  expense  to  the  St  uc,  except  as  they  were  mustered 

into  service.    In  less  than  one  month  from  the  date  of  my  fir^t  prtii  lamation,  at  least  five  thou- 

taod  men,  either  as  individuals  or  enrolled  companies,  have  offered  their  services  for  the  war, 

and  all  appear  anxious  for  active  service  in  the  field."  **  The  time  for  deliberation,**  concludes 

the  governor,  "  must  give  way  to  the  time  for  action.   The  constitution  of  the  "United  States 

must  be  sustained  in  all  its  first  intent  and  wholeness.    The  right  of  the  people  of  every  State 

togpinto  every  other  State  and  engage  in  any  lawful  pursuit,  without  unlawful  interference  or 

laotestation ;  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press;  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  security  from 

onjostifiable  seisureof  persons  or  papers,  and  all  constitutional  privileges  and  immunities,  must 

Noeive  new  guahtntees  of  safety." 

The  extra  session  of  the  lepslature  passed,  wtih  a  single  exception,  no  acts  except  such  as 
appertained  to  the  military  exigencies  of  the  times.  Both  houses  adjourned  st/u  dig  on  the 
tven^-seventh  of  May,  1861.  As  the  administration  of  Governor  Randall  would  close  with  the 
year,  and  as  he  was  not  a  candidate  for  ie-electbn,  there  was  much  interest  felt  throughout  the 
.^'?.te  as  to  who  his  successor  should  be.  Three  State  tickets  were  put  in  nomination :  union, 
rcjublican,  ami  democratic.  The  republican  ticket  was  succressful,  electing  Louis  P.  Harvey, 
governor;  Edward  Salomon,  lieutenant  governor;  James  T.  ^ewis,  secretary  of  state;  S.  D. 
Hastings,  State  treasurer;  James  H.  Howe,  attorney  general;  W.  H.  Ramsey,  bank  comp- 
troller; J.  L.  Pickard,  superintendent  of  public  instruction;  and  A.  P.  Hodges,  state  prison 
ONnfflissbner. 

Tm  War  of  Sbcbssion  —  Last  Year  or  Randall's  Aoministration. 

When  Wisconsin  was  first  called  upon  to  aid  the  General  Government  in  its  efforts  to 
nitain  itself  against  the  designs  of  the  secession  conspirators,  the  commerc  ial  aflTairs  of  the 
State  were  embarrassed  to  a  considerable  degree  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  The 
designs  of  the  secessionists  were  so  far  developed  at  the  ending  of  the  year  i860  as  to  show  that 
Rsistaace  to  the  national  authority  had  been  fully  determined  on.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  wonder, 
then,  that  Governor  Randall  in  his  message  to  the  legislature,  early  in  January,  1861,  should 
bare  set  forth  the  dangers  which  threatened  the  Union,  or  should  have  denied  the  right  of  a 
Sute  to  secede  from  it.  "Secession,"  said  he,  "is  revolution;  revolution  is  war;  war  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  is  treason."  "It  is  time,"  he  continued, " now,  to  know 
vhether  we  have  any  government,  and  if  so,  whether  it  has  any  strength.  Is  our  written 
constitution  more  than  a  sheet  of  parchment The  nation  must  be  lost  or  preserved  by  its  own 
strength.  Its  strength  is  in  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  It  is  time  now  that  politicians  became 
oatriots;  that  men  show  their  love  of  country  by  every  sacrifice,  but  that  of  principle,  and  by 
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unwavering  devotion  to  its  interests  and  integrity."  "The  hopes,"  added  the  governor,  most 
eloquently,  "of  cmlisation  and  Christianity  are  suspended  now  upon  the  answer  to  this  quesdoo 
of  dissolution.  The  capacity  for»  as  well  as  the  right  of,  self-government  is  to  pass  its  ordeil, 
and  speculation  to  become  certainty.  Other  systems  have  been  tried,  and  have  failed  ;  and  all 
along,  the  skeletons  of  nations  have  been  strewn,  as  warnings  and  land-marks,  upon  the  grvm 
highway  of  historic  ovemment.  Wisconsin  is  true,  and  her  people  steadfast.  She  will  noi 
destroy  the  Union,  -lor  consent  that  it  shall  be  done.  Devised  by  great,  and  wise,  and  good 
men,  in  days  of  sore  trial,  it  most  stand.  Like  some  bold  mountain,  at  whose  base  the  great  seas 
break  their  angry  floods,  and  around  whose  summit  the  thunders  of  a  thousand  hurricanes  have 
rattled  —  strong,  unmoved,  immovable — so  may  our  Union  be,  while  treason  surges  at  its  ba^ie, 
and  passions  rage  anmnd  it,  unmoved,  tntmovaUe— ^here  let  it  stand  forever."  These  are  the 
words  of  an  exalted  and  genuine  patriotism.  But  the  governor  did  not  content  himself  with 
doquence  alone.  He  came  down  t  >  matters  of  business  as  well.  He  urged  the  necessity  of 
legislation  thrxt  would  give  more  etticient  organization  to  the  militia  of  the  State.  He  warned 
the  legislators  to  make  preparations  also  for  the  coming  time  that  should  try  the  souls  of  wen. 
'*The  signs  of  the  times,"  said  he,  **  indicate  that  there  may  arise  a  contingency  in  the  conditioe 
of  the  government,  when  it  will  become  necessary  to  respond  to  a  call  of  the  National  Government 
for  men  and  means  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  and  to  thwart  the  designs  of  men 
engaged  in  organized  inason.  While  no  unnecessary  expense  should  be  incurred,  yet  it  is  the 
part  of  wisdom,  both  for  individuals  and  States,  in  revolutionary  times,  to  be  prepared  to  detend 
our  institutions  to  the  last  extremity."  It  was  thus  the  patriotic  governor  gave  evidence  to  the 
members  of  both  houses  that  he   scented  the  battle  afar  off." 

On  tlie  1 6th  of  January,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  was  passed,  declaring  that  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  the  Union  every  where  for  its 
preservation,  to  yield  a  cheerful  obedience  to  its  requirements,  and  to  demand  a  like  obedience 
from  all  others ;  that  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  profoundly  impressed  widi  the  value  of  the 
Union,  and  determined  to  preserve  it  unimpaired,  hail  with  joy  the  recent  firm,  dignified  and 
patriotic  special  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States;  that  they  tender  to  him,  through 
the  chief  magistrate  of  their  own  State,  whatever  aid,  in  men  and  money,  may  be  required  to 
oiable  him  to  enforce  the  laws  and  ufdiold  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in 
defense  of  the  more  perfect  Union,  which  has  conferred  prosperity  and  happiness  on  the 
American  ijcopk  "  Renewing,"  said  they,  "the  pledge  given  and  redeemed  by  our  lathers,  we 
are  ready  to  devote  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honors  in  upholding  the  Union  and 
the  constitution."* 

The  legislature,  in  order  to  put  the  State  upon  a  kind  of  "war  footing,"  passed  an  act  for 
its  defense,  and  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  General 

Government.  It  was  under  this  act  that  Governor  Randall  was  enabled  to  organize  the  earlier 
regiments  of  Wisconsin.  By  it,  in  case  of  a  call  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  aid 
in  mainiauung  the  Union  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  to  suppress  rebellion  or  insurrection,  or 
to  repel  invasion  within  the  United  States,  the  governor  was  authorised  to  provide,  in  the  most 
efficient  manner,  for  responding  to  such  call  —  to  accept  the  services  of  volimteers  for  service, 
in  companies  of  seventy-five  men  each,  rank  and  file,  and  in  regiments  of  ten  companies  each, 
and  to  commission  officers  for  them.  The  governor  was  also  authorized  to  contract  for 
uniforms  and  equipments  necessary  for  putting  such  companies  into  active  service.  One 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  war  purposes;  and  bonds  were  authorised  to 
be  issued  for  that  amount,  to  be  negotiated  by  the  governor,  for  raising  funds.  It  will  be  seen* 
therefore,  that  th«  exigencies  of  the  times — for  Fort  Su.iiter  had  not  yet  been  surrendered  — 
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were  fully  met  by  the  people's  representatives,  they  doing  their  whole  duty,  as  they  then  under- 
stood it,  in  aid  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union. 

Having  defended  Fort  Sumter  for  thirty-four  hours,  until  the  quarten  were  entirely  bnined, 
die  main  gates  destroyed,  the  gorgc-wall  seriously  injured,  the  magazine  surrounded  by  flames, 
and  its  door  closed  from  the  effects  of  the  heat,  four  barrels  and  three  cartridges  of  powder  only 
being  available,  and  no  provisions  but  pork  remaining,  Robert  .\nderson,  major  of  the  first 
aitillery,  United  States  aimy,  accepted  terms  of  evacuation  offered  by  General  Beauregard, 
marched  out  of  the  fort  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  fourteenth  of  April,  1861,  with  colors  flying 
and  drums  beating,  bringing  away  company  and  private  propeityiand  saluting  his  flag  with  fifty  guns. 
This,  in  brief,  is  the  story  of  the  fall  of  Sumter  and  the  opening  act  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

"Whereas,"  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  president,  in  his  proclamation  of  the  next  day,  "the 
laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  for  some  time  past,  and  now  are,  opposed,  and  the  execution 
thereof  obstructed,  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Gewgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by  law."  Now,  in  view  of  that 
iact,  he  called  forth  the  militia  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  the  aggregate  number  of 
ieventy-flve  thousand,  in  order  to  snppress  those  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly 
executed.  "  A  call  is  made  on  you  by  to-night's  mail  for  one  regiment  of  militia  for  immediate 
semce,"  telegraphed  the  secretary  of  war  to  Randall,  on  the  same  day. 

In  Wisconsin,  as  elsewhere,  the  public  pulse  quickened  under  the  excitement  of  the  fall  of 
Sumter..  '*The  dangers  which  surrounded  the  nation  awakened  the  Itvdtest  sentiments  of 
patriotism  and  devotion.  For  the  time,  party  fealty  was  forgotten  in  the  general  desire  to  save 
the  nation.  The  minds  of  the  people  soon  settled  into  the  conviction  that  a  bloody  war  was  at 
hand,  and  that  the  glorious  fabric  of  our  National  (iovernment,  and  the  principles  upon  which 
it  is  founded,  were  in  jeopardy,  and  witii  a  determination  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  any 
coontiy,  they  rushed  to  its  defense.  On  every  hand  the  National  flag  could  be  seen  displayed, 
and  die  public  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds  i  in  city,  town,  and  hamlet,  the  burden  on  every 
tongue  was  war."  "We  have  never  V)cen  accustomed,"  said  Governor  Randall,  "  to  consiiier  the 
military  arm  as  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  government,  but  an  exigency  has  arisen 
that  demands  its  employment."  *'  The  time  has  come,"  he  continued,  "  when  parties  and  plat- 
foms  must  be  forgotten,  and  all  good  citizens  and  patriots  unite  together  in  putting  down  rebels 
sq4  traitors.**  "What  is  money,*' he  asked,  "what  is  life,  in  the  presence  of  such  a  crisis?  " 
Such  utterances  and  such  enthusiasm  could  but  have  their  effect  upon  the  legislature,  which,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  still  in  session ;  so,  although  that  body  had  already  voted  to  adjourn, 
JMri&Von  the  fifteenth  of  April,  yet,  when  the  moment  arrived,  and  a  message  from  the  governor 
•  VIS  received,  announcing  that,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  exigencies  which  had  arisen,  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  of  the  thirteenth  instant  was  necessary,  the  resolution  to  adjourn  was  at  once 
rescinded.  The  two  houses  thereupon  not  only  increased  the  amount  of  bonds  to  be  issued  to 
tvo  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  they  also  passed  a  law  exempting  from  civil  process,  durmg 
the  time  of  service,  all  persons  enlisting  and  mustering  into  the  United  States  army  from  Wis- 
consin. When,  on  the  seventeenth,  the  legislature  did  adjourn,  the  scene  was  a  remarkable  one. 
Nine  cheers  were  ijiven  for  the  star  spangled  banner  and  three  for  the  Governor's  Guard,  who 
had  just  then  tendered  their  services — the  first  in  the  State — under  the  call  for  a  regiment  of 
aun  for  three  months'  duty. 

'*For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  federal  government,"  are  the  words  of  the  gover* 
■or,  in  a  proclamation  issued  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  "organized  treason  has  manifested  itself 
within  several  States  of  the  Union,  and  armed  rebels  are  making  war  against  it."  "  The 
treasuries  of  the  country,"  liaid  he,  "  must  no  longer  be  plundered ;  tiiu  public  property  must  be 
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protected  from  aggressive  violence;  that  already  seized  mast  be  retaken,  and  the  laws  most 

be  executed  in  every  State  of  the  Union  alike."  "A  demand,"  he  added,  "made  upon  WiscODo 
sin  1)y  the  jiresident  of  the  United  States,  for  aid  to  sustain  the  fc(icrul  arm,  must  meet  with  a 
prompt  response."  The  patriotism  of  the  State  was  abundantly  exhibited  in  their  filling  up 
a  regiment  before  tame  of  the  remote  settlements  had  any  knowledge  of  the  caU.  On  the  tvmty* 
second,  Governor  Randall  reported  to  the  secretary  of  war  that  the  First  repment  was  ready 
to  go  into  rendezvous.  The  jdace  designated  was  "Camp  Scott,"  at  Milwaukee;  the  day,  the 
twenty-seventh  of  April.  Then  and  there  the  several  companies  assembled — the  regiment  after- 
ward completing  its  organization. 

With  a  wise  foresight,  Governor  Randal!  ordered,  as  a  reserve  force  and  in  advance  of  another 
call  for  troops  by  the  president,  the  formation  of  two  more  regiments — the  Second  and  Third, 
and,  eventually,  the  Fourth.  Camps  at  Madison,  Fond  du  Lac,  and  Racine,  were  formed  for 
their  reception,  where  suitable  buildings  were  erected  for  their  accommodation.  Companies 
assigned  to  the  Second  regiment  were  ordered  to  commence  moving  into  "Camp  Randall, "  at 
Madison,  on  the  first  day  of  May.  On  the  seventh,  the  secretary  of  war,  under  call  of  the  presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  fas  forty-two  thousand  additional  volunteers — this  time  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war — telegraphed  Governor  Randall  that  no  more  three  months*  volunteers  were 
wanted;  that  such  companies  as  were  recruited  must  rc-cnlist  for  the  new  terra  or  be  disbanded. 

At  the  extra  session  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  which,  as  already  mentioned,  com- 
menced on  the  fifteenth  of  May,  called  by  Governor  Randall  immediately  upon  his  being  notified 
of  the  second  call  of  the  president  for  troops,  on  the  third  of  May,  the  law  hurriedly  passed  at 
the  close  of  the  regular  session,  and  under  which  the  governor  liad  organized  the  First  regi- 
ment, was  found  inadequate  to  meet  the  second  cail  for  troops.  "  .\  bill  was  introduced,  and  became 
a  law,  authorizing  the  governor  to  raise  six  regiments  of  infantry,  inclusive  of  those  he  had  organ- 
ized or  placed  at  quarters.  When  the  six  regiments  were  mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 
he  was  authorized  to  raise  two  additional  regiments,  and  thus  to  keep  two  regiments  continually 
in  reserve  to  meet  any  future  call  of  the  General  (iovernment.  He  was  authorized  to  quarter 
and  subsist  volunteers  at  rendezvous— to  transport,  clothe,  subsist  and  quarter  them  in  camp  at 
the  expense  of  the  State.  Arms  and  munitions  were  to  be  furnished  by  the  United  States. 
Recruits  were  to  be  mustered  into  State  service,  and  into  United  States  service,  for  three  years. 
Two  assistant  surgeons  to  each  regiment  were  to  be  appointed,  and  paid  by  the  State.  The  regi- 
ments, as  they  came  into  camp,  were  to  be  instructed  in  drill  and  various  camp  duties,  to  secure 
eflkiency  in  the  field.  The  troops,  so  called  in,  were  to  be  paid  monthly  by  the  Sute,  the  same 
pay  and  emoluments  as  the  soldiers  in  the  United  States  army,  from  the  date  of  enlistment.  The 
paymaster  general  was  authorized  to  draw  funds  from  the  State  treasury  for  the  payment  of 
the  State  troops,  and  the  expense  incurred  in  subsisting,  transporting  and  <  lothing  them.  The 
governor  was  authorized  to  purchase  military  stores,  subsistence,  clothing,  medicine,  field  and  ' 
camp  equipage,  and  the  stran  of  one  million  dollars  was  appropriated  to  enable  the  governor  to 
carry  out  the  law.** 

Other  laws  were  passed  relating  to  military  matters.  One  authorized  the  governor  to  pur- 
chase two  thousand  stand  of  arms;  and  titty,  thousand  dollar:*  were  ap[)ropriated  to  pay  lur  iIk- 
saroe.  Another  authorised  counties,  towns,  dties  Mid  incorporated  villages  to  levy  taxes  lor 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  support  of  families  of  volunteers  residing  in  their  respective 
limits.  The  one  passed  at  the  previous  session,  exempting  volur.tccrs  from  civil  process  vhile  in 
the  service,  was  amended  so  as  to  include  .all  who  might  tliereafter  enlist.  One  granted  five  dollars 
per  month  as  extra  pay  to  enlisted  volunteers  having  families  dependent  upon  them  for  support, 
payable  to  their  families.  Another  authorized  the  governor  to  employ  such  aids,  clerks  and 
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nwsieagers,  as  he  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  interests.  Still  another  authnised  the  pay- 
ment of  those  who  had  enlisted  for  three  months,  but  had  declined  to  go  in  fimr  three  years. 

The  expenses  of  the  extra  session  were  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  "  war  fund."  One  million 
doUars  in  bonds  were  authorized  to  be  issued  for  war  purjx)se3  to  form  that  fund.  The  governor, 
leCRlaiy  of  state  and  state  treasurer  were  empowered  to  negotiate  them.  By  a  joint  resolu- 
tion approved  the  twenty-first  of  May,  the  consent  of  the  legislature  was  given  to  the  governor 
lobe  absent  from  the  State  during  the  war, for  as  long  a  time  as  in  his  discretion  he  might  think 
proper  or  ad\nsable,  in  connection  with  the  military  forces  of  the  State.  For  liberality,  zeal  and 
g-n  line  patriotism,  the  members  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature,  for  the  year  1861,  deserve  a  high 
commendation.  All  that  was  necessary  upon  their  linal  adjournment  at  the  close  of  the  extra 
tcasioo  to  place  the  State  upon  a  *'  war  footing,*'  was  the  oi^nisation  by  the  governor  of  the 
tijioas  militaiy  departments.  These  lie  effected  ])y  appointing  Brigadier  General  William  L. 
Utley,  adjutant  general;  Brigadier  General  W.  W.  Tredway.  (piartermastcr  general;  Colonel 
Edwin  R.  Wadsworth,  commissary  general;  Brigadier  General  Simeon  Mills,  paymaster  gen- 
eral; Brigadier  General  E.  B.  Wolcott,  surgeon  general ;  Major  £.  L.  Buttrick,  judge  advocate ; 
and  Colonel  William  H.  Watson,  military  secretary. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  May,  the  First  regiment,  at  "Camp  Scott,"  was  mustered  into  the 
United  .Slates  service,  and  the  war  department  informed  that  it  awaited  marcliing  orders.  The 
regimental  ofhcers  were  not  all  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  mode  adopted  afterwards.  On 
the  seventh  of  the  month  Govemm-  Randall  had  appointed  Rufus  King  a  brigadier  general,  and 
assigned  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  regiments  to  his  command  as  the  Wisconsin 
I'rigade;  although  at  that  date  only  the  First  and  Second  had  been  called  into  ramp.  This 
bhgade  organization  was  not  recognized  by  the  General  Government.  The  secretary  of  war 
telegraphed  the  governor  of  Wisconsin  that  the  quota  of  the  State,  under  the  second  call  ol  the 
president,  was  two  regiments — so  that  the  whole  number  under  both  calls  was  only  three  — one 
(the  First)  for  three  months,  two  (the  Second  and  Third)  for  three  years.  Notwithstanding  this, 
Governor  Raiidall  proceeded  to  organize  the  Fourth. 

As  a  number  of  the  companies  ordered  into  "  Camp  Randall "  on  the  first  day  of  May  to 
form  the  Second  regiment  had  only  enlisted  for  three  months,  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  war 
of  the  seventh  of  that  month  making  it  imperative  that  all  such  companies  must  re-enlist  for 
t  ree  years  or  during  the  war,  or  be  disbanded,  the  question  of  extending  their  term  of  enlist- 
iT..-nt  was  submitted  to  the  companies  of  the  regiment,  when  about  live  hundred  consented  to 
the  change.  The  quota  of  the  regiment  was  afterward  made  i:p,  and  the  whole  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  under  the  president's  second 
call  for  troops.  This  was  on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1S61.  The  Third  regiment  having  had  its 
Companies  assigned  early  in  May,  they  were  orderctl  in  June  into  "Camp  Hamilton  "  at  Fond 
du  Lac,  where  the  regiment  was  organized,  and,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  mustered  into  the 
United  States*  service  as  a  three  years  regiment.  This  filled  Wisconsin's  quota  under  the  second 
can  of  President  Lincoln.  By  this  time  war  matters  in  the  State  began  to  assume  a  qrstematic 
course  of  procedure — thanks  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  and 
tile  untiring  energj'  and  exertions  of  the  governor  and  his  subordinates. 

The  determination  of  the  secretary  of  w:ir  to  accept  r.x>m  Wisconsin  only  two  three-years 
tc^ments  under  the  second  call  for  troops  was  soon  cihaugcd,  and  three  more  were  authorised, 
making  it  necessary  to  organize  the  Fourth,  Fiith  and  Sixth.  The  Fourth  was  called  into  "  Camp 
Utlcy  "  at  Racine  on  the  sixth  of  June,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
on  the  ninth  of  the  following  month.  By  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  all  the  com|)anies  of  the 
Fifth  had  assembled  at  "Camp  Randall,"  and  on  the  thirteenth  of  July  were  mustered  in  as 
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United  States  troops.  By  the  first  of  July,  at  the  same  place,  the  complement  for  the  Sixth 
regiment  had  been  made  up,  and  the  companies  were  mustered  for  three  years  into  the  service 
of  the  General  Government,  on  the  sixteenth  of  the  same  month.   Gofvemor  Randall  did  not 

stop  the  good  work  when  six  regiments  had  been  accepted,  but  assigned  the  necessary  companies 
to  form  two  more  regiments — the  Seventh  and  Eighth;  liowcver,  he  wisely  concluded  not  to  call 
them  into  camp  until  after  harvest,  unless  specir.ily  rcouireU  to  do  so.  "  If  they  are  needed 
sooner,"  said  the  governor,  in  a  letter  to  the  president  on  the  fint  of  July, "  a  call  will  be  imme> 
diately  responded  to,  and  we  shall  have  their  uniforms  and  equipments  ready  for  them."  "By 
the  authority  of  our  legislature,**  added  the  writer,  'I  shall,  after  the  middle  of  AiiL;ust,  keep 
two  regiments  equipped  and  in  camp  ready  for  a  call  to  service,  and  will  have  them  ready  at  an 
earlier  day  if  needed." 

About  the  latter  part  of  June,  W.  P.  Alexander,  of  Beloit,  a  good  marksman,  was  commis- 
sioned captain  to  raise  a  company  of  sharpshooters  for  Herdan's  regiment.    He  at  onoe  engaged 

in  the  work.  The  company  was  filled  to  one  hundred  and  three  privates  and  three  officers.  It 
left  the  State  about  the  middle  of  September  under  Captain  Alexander,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Wehawken  on  the  twcnty-ihird  day  of  that  nM>nth,  as  Company  "G  "  of  Berdan's 
re^ment  of  sharpshooters.  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  July,  a  commission  was  issued  to  G.  Van 
Deutsch  of  Milwaukee,  to  raise  a  company  of  cavalry.  He  succeeded  in  filling  his  company  to 
eighty-four  men.  He  left  the  State  in  September,  joining  Fremont.  The  company  was  after- 
ward attached  to  the  fifth  cavalry  regiment  of  Missouri. 

About  the  aoth  of  August,  Governor  Randall  was  authorized  to  organise  and  equip  as  rapidly 
as  possible  five  regiments  of  infantry  and  five  batteries  of  artillery,  and  procure  for  them  necessary 
clothing  and  equipments  according  to  United  States  regulations  and  prices,  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  officers  of  the  General  (iovernment.  The  five  regiments  were  to  be  additional  to  tlie 
eight  already  raised.  One  regiment  was  to  be  German.  During  the  last  week  of  August  the 
companies  of  the  Seventh  regiment  were  ordered  into  **  Camp  Randall,"  at  Madison.  They  were 
mustered  into  the  service  soon  after  arrival.  On  the  aSth  of  August  orders  were  issued  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  First  regiment  for  three  years,  its  term  of  three  months  having  expired. 
The  secretary  of  war  having  signified  his  acceptance  of  the  regiment  for  the  new  term,  its  mus- 
tering into  the  service  was  completed  on  the  nineteenth  of  October.  This  made  six  infantry  regi- 
ments in  addition  to  the  eight  already  accepted,  or  fourteen  in  all.  On  the  same  day  orders  were 
issued  assigning  companies  to  the  Ei;;hth  regiment, — tnc  whole  moving  to  "Camp  R.-ind-ill,"*  at 
Madison,  the  first  week  in  September,  wnere  their  mustering  in  was  finished  on  the  thirteenth. 

The  Ninth,  a  German  reginent,  was  recruited  in  squads,  and  sent  into  camp,  where  they  were 
formed  into  companies,  and  the  whole  mustered  in  on  thes6th  of  October,  1861,  at  "  Camp  Sigel," 
Milwaukee.  Companies  were  assigned  the  Tenth  regiment  on  the  iSth  of  September,  and 
ordered  into  camp  at  Milwaukee,  where  it  was  fully  organized  about  the  first  of  October,  being 
mustered  into  the  service  on  the  fourteenth  of  that  month.  The  Tenth  infantry  was  enlisted  in 
September,  1861,  and  mustered  in  on  the  fourteenth  of*October,  tiCi,  at  '*Camp  Holton,"  Mil- 
waukee. The  Eleventh  re^ment  was  called  by  companies  into  '*  Camp  Randall "  the  latter  part 
of  September  and  first  of  October,  1861,  and  mustered  in  on  the  eighteenth.  The  Twelfth  was 
called  in  to  the  same  camp  and  mustered  in  by  comp  nies  between  the  twenty-eighth  of  October 
and  the  fifth  of  November,  1861.  The  Thirteenth  rcnuezvoused  at  "Camp  Treadway,"  Janes- 
vilie,  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  seventeenth  of  October,  t86x.  These 
thirteen  regiments  were  all  that  had  been  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  scnnre 
while  Randall  was  governor. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  a  great  desire  had  been  manifested  for  the  orf  an- 
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iotioaof  artillery  companies  in  Wisconsin,  and  this  desire  was  finally  gratified.  Each  battery 
ns  to  ttamber  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and,  as  has  been  shown,  five  had  been  authorized  by 
die  General  Government  to  be  raised  in  Wisconsin.    The  First  battery  was  recruited  at  La 

Crane, under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Jacob  T.  Foster,  and  was  known  as  the  "  La  Crosse 
Artillery."  It  lendezvoused  at  Racine'^early  in  October,  1861,  where  on  the  tenth  of  that  month, 
kwas  mastered  into  the  United  States  service.  The  Second  battery,  Captain  Ernest  Hcrzbcrg, 
astembled  at  **  Camp  Utley,"  Racine,  and  was  mustered  in  with  the  First  battery  on  the  tenth. 
The  Third,  known  as  the  "  Badger  Battery,"  was  organized  by  Captain  L.  H.  Druiy,  at  Madison 
ind  Berlin,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  place  as  the  First 
and  Second.  The  Fourth  battery,  recruited  and  organized  at  Beloit,  under  the  supervision  of 
Captain  John  F.  Vallee,  was  mustered  in  on  the  first  of  October,  1861,  at  Racine.  The  Fifth 
battery  was  recruited  at  Monroe,  Green  county,  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Oscar  F. 
Pinney,  moving  afterward  to  "  Camp  Utley,"  Racine,  where,  on  the  first  of  October,  it  was  mus>^ 
tercd  in,  along  with  the  Fourth.  So  brisk  had  been  the  recruiting,  it  was  ascertained  by  the 
governor  that  seven  companies  had  been  raised  instead  of  five,  when  the  secretary  of  war  was 
telegraphed  to^  and  the  extra  companies— the  Sixth  and  Seventh  accepted ;  the  Sixth,  known  as 
the  "  Buena  Vista  Artillery,"  being  recruited  at  Lone  Rock,  Richland  county,  in  September,  , 
Ca[.tain  Henry  Dillon,  and  musterrd  in  on  the  second  nf  October,  1861,  at  Racine;  the  Seventh, 
known  as  the  "  badger  State  Flying  Artillery,"  having  organized  at  Milwaukee,  Chaplain  Richard 
R.  Griffiths,  and  mustered  in  on  the  fourth  of  the  same  month,  going  into  camp  at  Racine  on  the 
aghth.  This  completed  the  mustering  in  of  the  first  seven  batteries,  during  Governor  Randall's 
adnittiitrBtion  ;  the  whole  mustered  force  being  thirteen  regiments  of  infantry;  one  company  of 
cavalry ;  one  of  sharpshooters  ;  and  these  seven  artillery  companies.  "  Wisconsin,"  said  the  gov- 
ernor, in  response  to  a  request  as  to  the  number  of  regiments  organized,  "  sent  one  regiment 
for  three  months, — officers  and  inen  eight  hundred  and  ten.  The  other  regiments  '  t  the  war  up 
to  the  Thirteenth  (including  the  First,  re-organised),  will  average  one  thousand  men  each;  one 
company  of  sharpshooters  for  Berdan 's  regiment,  one  hundred  and  three  men  ;  and  seven 
companies  of  light  artillery."  Of  cavalry  from  Wisconsin,  only  Deutsch's  company  had  been 
mustered  into  the  United  States,  although  three  regiments  had  been  authorized  by  the  General 
Government  before  the  close  of  Randall's  administration.  The  governor,  before  the  expiration 
of  his  office,  was  empowered  to  organize  more  artillery  companies — ten  in  all ;  and  five  additional 
regiments  of  infantry — making  the  whole  number  eighteen.  On  the  tenth  of  December,  he 
note:  "Our  Fourteenth  infantry  is  full  and  in  camp.  •  •  •  Fifteenth  has  five  companies 
ineaaip^  and  filling  up.  Sixteenth  has  eight  companies  in  campi  and  will  be  full  by  the  25th  of 
Deoenber.  Seventeenth  has  some  four  hundred  men  enlisted.  Eighteenth  will  be  in  camp,  fttll, 
by  January  1.  Seven  maximum  companies  of  artillery  in  camp.  *  ♦  ♦  Three  regiments  of 
cavilrv' — two  full  above  the  maximum  ;  the  third,  about  eight  hundred  men  in  camp."  It 
vill  be  seen,  therefore,  that  a  considerable  number  of  men  in  the  three  branches  of  the  service 
was  then  in  camp  that  had  not  been  mustered  into  the  service ;  and  this  number  was  considerably 
increased  by  the  6th  of  January,  iS6s,  the  day  that  Randall's  official  term  expired ;  but  no  more 
■eswere  mustered  in,  until  his  successor  came  into  office,  than  those  previously  nientioned. 

The  First  regiment  three  months' — left  "  Camp  Scott,"  Milwaukee,  on  the  ninth  of  June, 
iS6i,  for  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania — eight  hundred  and  ten  in  number;  John  C.  Starkweather, 
coloDel.  The  regiment  returned  to  Milwaukee  on  the  seventeendi  of  August,  1861,  and  was 
Bttistered  out  on  the  twenty-second. 

The  First  regiment  re-organized  at  "Camp  Scott,"  Milwaukee.  Its  mustering  into  the 
icrvice,  as  previously  mentioned,  was  completed  on  the  nineteenth  of  October.    Uu  the  twenty- 
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eighth.  It  started  for  Louisville,  Kentucky — nine  hundred'and  forty-five  strong — ^under  command 

of  its  former  colonel,  John  C.  Stfarkweather.     The  Second  regiment,  with  S.  Park  Coon  as 
colonel,  left  "Camp  Randall,    Madison,  for  Washington  city,  on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1861— 
numbering,  in  all,  one  thousand  and  fifty-one.     The  Tliird  regiment  started  from  "  Camp 
Hamilton,"  Fond  du  Lac,  for  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  under  command  of  Charles  S.  Hamiltna, 
as  colonel,  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  1861,  with  a  numerical  strength  of  nine  hundred  and  sevoity* 
nine.    The  Fourth  regiment  —  Colonel  Halbert  E.  Payne  —  with  a  numerical  strength  of  one 
thousand  and  fifty-three,  departed  on  the  fifteenth  of  July,  1 861,  from  "Camp  Utlcy,"  Racine, 
for  Baltimore,  Maryland.    The  Fifth  regiment  left  "  Camp  Randall,"  Madison,  one  thousand 
and  fifty-etght  strong,  commanded  by  G>lonel  Amasa  Cobb,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  i86t, 
for  Washington  pity.    On  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  1861,  the  Sixth  regiment,  numbering  one 
thousand  and  eighty-ibiir,  moved  from  Madir.on,  haviii<^'  l)een  ordered  to  Washington  city.  It 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Lysander  Cut'cr.  The  Seventh  regiment — Joseph  Van  Dor,  Colonel 
^— with  a  numerical  strength  of  one  thousand  and  sixteen  men— officers  and  privates,  received 
orders,  as  did  the  Fifth  and  Sixth,  to  move  forward  to  Washington.  They  started  from  Madison 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  of  September,  1861,  for  active  service.    The  Eighth  infantr}*, 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-three  strong,  commanded  by  Colonel  Robert  C.  Murphy,  left  Madison, 
€n  route  for  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  of  October,  1S61.    The  Ninth,  or 
German  regiment,  with  Frederick  Salomon  in  command  as  colonel,  did  not  leave  '*Camp  Sigel," 
Ibr  active  service,  while  Randall  was  governor.    The  Tenth  infantry  moved  from  "Camp 
Holton,"  Milwaukee,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alfred  R.  Chapin,  on  the  ninth  of  November,  1S61, 
destined  for  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  a  total  number  of  nine  hundred  and  sixieeu  officers  and  1 
privates.    On  the  twentieth  of  November,  1861,  the  Eleventh  regiment  "broke  camp"  at  I 
Madison,  starting,  for  St.  Louis,  under  command  of  Charles  L.  Harris,  as  coloneL   Its  whole  ! 
number  of  men  was  nine  hundred  and  sixteen.    The  Twelfth  regiment,  at  "  Camp  Randall,"  j 
Madison  —  Colonel  George  K.  Bryant,  and  the  Thirteenth,  at  "  Camp  Tredway,"  Jancsville  — 
Colonel  Maurice  Maloney — were  still  in  camp  at  the  expiration  of  the  administration  of  Governor  . 
Randall :  these,  with  the  ^Hnth,  were  all  that  had  not  moved  oat  of  the  State  for  active  aerrioe,  | 
of  those  mustered  in  previous  to  January  6,  1861,— making  a  grand  total  of  infantry  sent  from 
AMsconsin,  up  to  that  date,  by  the  governor,  to  answer  calls  of  the  General  Government,  for 
three  years' service  or  during  the  war,  of  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  ami  iiinciy-onc  men,  in  ten 
regiments,  averaging  very  nearly  one  thousand  to  each  regiment.    Besides  tliese  ten  regimenis 
of  infantiy  for  three  years'  service,  Wisconsin  had  also  sent  into  the  field  the  First  regiment,  for  ' 
three  months'  service,  numbering  eight  hundred  and  ten  men;  Alexander's  company  of  sharp-  ; 
shooters,  one  hundred  and  six;   and  Deutsch's  company  of  cavalrj-,  eighty-four:  in  all,  oi;e 
thousand.    Adding  these  to  the  three  years'  regiments,  and  the  whole  force,  in  round  numbers,  1 
was  eleven  thousand  men,  furnished  by  the  State  in  1861.  | 

Eighth  .Vdministration. — Louis  P.  Harvey  anu  Ei>ward  Salomon,  Governors — 1862-1863.  1 

I.ouis  P.  Harvey  was  inaugurated  governor  of  Wisconsin  on  the  sixth  of  T<inuary,  i86a.  ' 
The  fifteenth  regular  session  uf  the  legislature  of  the  State  began  on  the  eighth  of  the  same  j 
month.   In  the  senate,  the  republicans  were  in  the  majority;  but  in  the  assembl>  they  had  < 
only  a  plurality  of  members,  there  being  a  number  of  "  Union  "  men  in  that  branch — enough, 
indeed,  to  elect,  by  outside  aid,  J.  W.  Beardsley,  who  ran  for  the  assembly,  uix>n  the  "  Union 
ticket,  as  speaker.    Governor  Harvey,  on  the  tenth,  read  his  message  to  the  legislature  in  joint 
convention.    **  No  previous  legislature,"  are  his  opening  words,  "  has  convened  under  equal 
incentives  to  a  disinterested  seal  hi  the  public  service  The  oocasbn,"  he  adds,  "pleads  | 
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with  you  in  rebuke  of  all  the  meaner  passions,  admonishing  to  the  excrci^sc  of  a  conscientious 
patriotism,  becoming  the  representatives  of  a  Christian  peo^e,  called  in  God's  providence  to 

pass  through  the  furnace  of  i  L^rca:  trial  i  f  their  virtue,  and  of  the  strength  of  the  Government." 
On  the  seventh  of  Ai)ri!  following,  tlie  legislature  adjourned  until  the  third  of  June  next  ensuing. 
Before  it  again  assembled,  an  event  occurred,  casting  a  gloom  over  the  whole  State.  The 
occasMn  was  the  accidental  diuwning  of  Governor  Harvey. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh  Landing,  on  the  seventh  of  April,  1862,  the  certainty 
that  some  of  the  Wisconsin  regiments  had  suffered  severely,  induced  the  governor  to  organize 
a  re  i  f  party,  to  aid  the  wounded  and  suffering  soldiers  from  the  State.  On  the  tenth,  Harvey 
and  others  started  on  their  tour  of  benevolence.  Arriving  at  Chicago,  they  found  a  large  num- 
ber of  boxes  had  been  forwarded  there  from  different  points  in  the  State,  containing  supplies  of 
Tarious  kinds.  At  Mound  City,  Paducah,  and  Savannah,  the  governor  and  his  party  adminis- 
Tered  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  W  isconsin  soldiers.  Having  completed  their  mission 
of  mercy,  they  repaired  to  a  boat  in  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  MintU' 
haka^  which  ms  to  convey  them  to  Cairo,  on  their  homeward  trip.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  of 
llie  nineteenth  of  April,  i86s,  and  very  dark  when  the  boat  arrived  which  was  to  take  the 
governor  and  his  friends  on  Iward  ;  and  as  she  rounded  to,  the  bow  touching  the  Dunleith^  on 
which  was  conureuated  the  jjarty  ready  to  depart,  Governor  Harvey,  by  a  misstep,  fell  overboard 
between  the  two  boats,  into  the  Tennessee  river.  The  current  was  strong,  and  the  water  more 
Aao  thirty  feet  deep.  Every  thing  was  done  that  could  be,  to  save  his  life,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  His  body  was  subsequently  found  and  brought  to  Madison  for  interment.  Edward 
>alomon,  lieutenant  governor,  by  virtue  of  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  upon  the 
death  of  Harvey,  succeeded  to  the  office  of  governor  of  Wisconsin.  On  the  third  day  of  June, 
the  legislature  re-assembled  in  accordance  with  adjournment  on  the  seventh  of  April  previous. 
Governor  Salomon,  in  his  message  of  that  /lay,  to  the  senate  and  assembly,  after  announcing 
the  sad  event  of  the  death  of  the  late  governor,  said:  "The  last  among  the  governors  elected 
b)  the  i>eople  of  this  State,  he  is  the  first  who  has  been  removed  by  death  from  our  midst.  The 
drcumstances  leading  to  and  surrounding  the  tragic  ..nd  melancholy  end  of  the  honored  and 
lameoted  deceased,  are  well  known  to  the  peo^jle,  and  are,  with  his  memory,  treasured  up  in 
tbdr  hearts.*'  He  died,"  added  Salomon,  **  while  in  the  exercise  of  the  highest  duties  of  phUan- 
'hropy  and  humanity,  that  a  noble  impulse  had  imposed  upon  him."  The  legislature,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  June,  by  a  joint  resolution,  declared  that  in  the  death  of  Governor  Harvey,  the 
State  had  "  lost  an  honest,  faithful,  and  efficient  public  officer,  a  high-toned  gentleman,  a  warm- 
bearted  philanthropist,  and  a  sincere  friend."  Both  houses-  adjourned  sim  on  the  seventeuth 
of  June,  1S62 

Business  of  great  ]niblic  imjxjrtance,  in  the  judgment  of  the  governor,  rendering  a  special 
MTasion  of  the  legislature  necessary,  he  issued,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  1862,  his  pruc- 
lanattoa  to  that  effect,  convening  both  houses  on  the  tenth  of  September  foUowin£^  On  that 
day  he  sent  in  bis  message,  relating  wholly  to  war  matters.   He  referred  to  the  laet  that  nnce 

'St  adjournment  of  the  jtrevioub  session,  six  hundred  thousand  more  men  had  been  called  for  by 
'  iv  [.roident  of  the  United  States,  to  suppress  the  reliellion.  "  It  is  evident,"  said  he,  "that  to 
iiicet  further  calls,  it  is  necessary  to  rely  uixm  a  system  of  drafting  or  conscription,  in  VVisconsin.'* 
The  governor  then  proceeded  to  recommend  such  measures  as  he  deemed  necessary  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  times.  The  legislature  levied  a  tax  to  aid  volunteering,  and  passed  a  law 
giving  the  right  of  snfTrajre  to  soldiers  in  the  military  service.  They  also  authorized  the  raising 
of  Btoney  for  payment  of  bounties  to  volunteers.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  twenty- 
flith  of  September,  i86s,  after  a  session  of  sixteen  days,  and  the  enacting  of  seventeen  laws. 
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On  the  7th  of  October,  James  H.  Howe,  attorney  general,  resigned  his  office  to  enter  the 
army.  On  the  14^1  of  that  month,  Winfield  Smith  wai  appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

At  the  general  election  in  the  Fall  of  this  year,  six  congressmen  were  elected  to  the  tnirty- 
eighth  congress:  James  S.  Brown  from  the  first  district;  I.  C.  Sloan,  fruiu  the  second;  Aiuasa 
Cobb,  from  the  third ;  Charles  A.  Eldredge,  from  the  fourth ;  Ezra  Wheeler,  from  the  filUt;  and 
W.  D.  Mclndoe,  from  the  sixth  district.  Sloan,  Cobb,  and  Mclndoe,  were  elected  as  repubtt> 
cans;  Brown,  Eldridge,  and  Wheeler,  as  democrats. 

The  sixteenth  regular  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature,  commenced  on  the  fourteenth  of 
January-,  1863.  J.  Allen  Barber  was  elected  speaker  of  the  a&sembly.  The  majority  in  both 
houses  was  republican.  Governor  Salonwn  read  hb  message  on  the  fifteenth,  to  the  joint 
winventioii,  referring,  at  length,  to  matters  connected  with  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  A  large 
number  of  bills  were  passed  by  the  legislature  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  and  their  families.  On 
the  twenty-second,  the  legislature  re-elected  James  K.  Doolittle,  to  the  United  States  senate  for 
six  years,  from  the  fourth  of  March  next  ensuing.  The  lepslature  adjourned  ume  i&  on  the 
second  April  following.  In  the  Spring  of  this  year,  Luther  S.  Dixon  was  reflected  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  running  as  an  independent  candidate. 

By  a  provision  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1858,  as  amended  by  an  act  passed  in  1862,  and 
interpreted  by  another  act  passed  in  1S75,  the  terms  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  courts 
elected  for  a  full  term,  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  succeeding  their  election.  I 

At  the  Fall  election  there  were  two  tickets  in  the  field:  democratic  and  union  republican. 
The  latter  was  succes>«ful,  electing  James  T.  Lewis,  governor;   Wyman   Rixxiner,  lieutenart 
governor;   Lucius  I'airchild,  secretary  ol  state;   S.  L).  Hastings,  state  treasurer;  Winfield 
Smith,  attorney  general;  J.  L.  Kckard,  state  superintendent;  W.  H.  Ramsay,  bank  oomp-  1 
troUer;  and  Henry  Coidier,  state  prison  oommissbner.  j 

War  of  Sbcbssion — Harvby  and  Salomon's  AoinNisTRATioN.  | 

When  Governor  Randall  turned  over  to  his  successor  in  the  gubernatorial  chair,  the  military  1 
matters  of  Wisconsin,  he  had  remaining  in  the  State,  either  ai^ady  organised  or  in  process  of  | 
formation,  the  Ninth  infantry,  also  the  Twelfth  up  to  the  Nineteenth  inclusive ;  three  regiments  | 
of  cavalry  ;  and  ten  batteries — First  to  Tenth  inclusive.    Colonel  Edward  Daniels,  in  the  Summer 
of  1 86 1,  was  authorized  by  the  war  department  to  recruit  and  organize  one  battalion  of  cavalry  ^ 
in  Wisconsin.   He  was  subsequently  authorized  to  raise  two  more  emnpanies.  Governor  Ran- 
dall, In  October,  was  authorised  to  complete  the  regiment — the  First  cavalry — by  the  organisa-  1 
tion  of  six  additional  companies.    The  organization  of  the  Second  cavalry  regiment  was  author- 
ized in  the  Fall  of  1861,  as  an  "independent  acceptance,"  Init  w»3  finally  turned  over  to  the 
State  authorities.    Early  in  November,  186 1,  the  war  department  issued  an  order  discuniinum^ 
enlistments  for  the  cavaJry  service,  and  circulars  were  sent  to  the  different  State  executives  to 
consolidate  all  incomplete  regiments.    Ex-(}overnor  Barstow,  by  authority  of  General  Fremont, 
which  authority  was  confirmed  by  the  General  (Vovernment,  had  commenced  the  organization  ol 
a  cavalry  regiment  —  the  Third  Wisconsin  —  when  Governor  Randall  received  information  that  ^ 
the  authority  of  Barstow  had  been  revoked.    The  latter,  however,  soon  had  his  authority  , 
restored.   In  October,  Governor  Randall  was  authorixed  by  the  war  department  to  raise  three  | 
additional  companies  of  artillery  —  Eighth  to  Tenth  inclusive.    These  three  batteries  were  all 
filled  and  went  into  camp  by  the  close  of  1861.    Governor  Randall,  therefore,  besides  sending 
out  of  the  State  eleven  thousand  men,  had  in  process  of  formation,  or  fully  organized,  nine 
regiments  of  infantry,  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  ten  companies  of  artillery,  left  behind  in  \ 
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rarious  camps  in  the  State,  to  be  turned  over  to  his  successor.  ^ 

The  military  officers  of  Wisconsin  were  the  governor,  Louis  P.  Harvey,  coauwuMier-in- 
drief;  Brigadier  General  Augustus  Gaylord,  adjutant  general;  Brigadier  General  W.  W.  Tred- 

way,  q'.urienn  ister  general;  Colonel  Edwin  R.  Wadsworth,  commissary  general ;  Brigadier  Gen- 
era! Simeon  Mills,  paymaster  general;  Brigadier  General  E.  II.  Wolcott,  surgeon  general;  Major 
M.  H.  Carpenter,  judge  advocate ;  and  Colonel  William  H.  Watson,  military  secretary.  As  the 
Genenl  Government  had  taken  the  recruiting  service  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executives  of  the 
States,  and  appointed  superintendents  in  their  place,  the  offices  of  commissary  general  and 
paMiiaster  general  were  '.lo  longer  necessary;  and  their  time,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
ai'mirii'^tration  in  Wisconsin  of  1S62,  was  employed,  so  long  as  tliey  continued  their  respective 
o&ccs,  in  sciiiing  up  the  business  of  each.  I'he  office  of  commissary  general  was  closed  about 
die  first  of  June.  1862 ;  diat  of  paymaster  general  on  the  tenth  of  July  following.  On  the  last 
of  August,  1S63,  Brigadier  General  Tredway  resigned  the  position  of  quartomaster  general,  and 
Nathaniel  F.  I.und  was  aj)pointed  to  fili  his  ])l.:ce. 

Upon  the  convening  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  in  its  regular  January  session  of  this 
year— 1863,  Governor  Harvey  gave,  in  his  message  to  that  body,  a  full  statement  of  what  had 
been  done  by  Wisconsin  in  matters  i^pertaining  to  the  war,  under  the  administration  of  his 
predecessor.  He  stated  that  the  State  furnished  to  the  service  of  the  General  Government 
under  the  call  for  volunteers  for  three  months,  one  regiment  —  First  Wisconsin  ;  under  the  call 
for  volunteers  for  three  years,  or  the  war,  ten  regiments,  numbering  from  the  First  re-organized 
to  the  Eleventh,  excluding  the  Ninth  or  German  regiment.  He  gave  as  the  whole  number  of 
oflkeis,  musicians  and  privates,  in  these  ten  three-year  regiments,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and 
s.vi-nteen.  He  further  stated  that  there  were  then  organized  and  awaiting  orders,  the  Ninth,  in 
"Camp  Sigel,"  Milwaukee,  numbering  nine  hundred  and  forty  men,  under  Colonel  Frederick 
Salomon ;  the  Twelfth,  in  "  Camp  Randall,"  one  thousand  and  thirty-nine  men,  under  Colonel 
George  E.  Bryant;  the  Thirteenth,  in  "Camp  Tredway,"  Janesville,  having  nine  hundred  and 
niutteen  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  M.  Maloney ;  and  the  Fourteenth,  at  **  Camp  Wood,** 
Fond  du  Lac,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  Colonel  D.  E.  Wood. 

The  Fifteenth  or  Scandinavian  regiment,  Colonel  H.  C.  Heg,  seven  hundred  men,  and  the 
Sixteenth,  CoUmd  Benjamin  Allen,  nine  hundred  men,  were  at  that  time  at  **Camp  Randall,"  in 
near  readiness  for  marching  orders.  The  Seventeenth  (Irish)  regiment,  Colonel  J.  L.  Doran,  and 
the  Eighteenth,  Colonel  James  S.  Alban,  had  their  full  number  of  companies  in  readiness,  lacking 
■  n«r,  and  had  been  notified  to  go  into  camp  —  the  former  at  Madison,  the  latter  at  .Milwaukee. 
.Seven  companies  of  artillery,  numbering  together  one  thousand  and  fifty  men,  had  remained  for 
I  considerable  time  in  "Camp  Utley,"  Racine,  impatient  of  the  delays  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  calling  them  to  move  forward.  Three  additional  companies  of  artillery  were  about 
going  into  camp,  nnmbfring  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  men.  Besides  these,  the  State  had 
famished,  as  already  mentioned,  an  independent  company  of  cavalry,  then  in  Missouri,  raised 
by  Captain  Von  Deutsch,  of  eighty-one  men  ;  a  company  of  one  hundred  and  four  men  for  Ber- 
n's sharpshooters;  and  an  additional  company  for  the  Second  regiment,  of  about  eighty  men. 
Three  regiments  of  cavalry — the  First, Colonel  E.  Daniels;  the  Second,  Colonel  C.  C.  Washburn; 
and  the  Third,  Colonel  W.  A.  Barstow;  were  being  organized.  'I'hey  numbered  together,  two  thou- 

four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  Nineteenth  (independent)  regiment  was  rapidly  organ- 
iring  under  the  direction  of  die  General  Government,  by  Ccriond  H.  T.  Sanders,  Racine.  Not 
brii^g  this  last  regiment  into  view,  the  State  had,  at  the  commencement  of  Governor  Harvey's 
^^ministration,  including  the  First,  three-months'  regiment,  either  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  or  organizing  for  it,  a  total  of  twenty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  men. 
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The  I^slatare  at  its  reguUtr  session  of  1862,  passed  a  law  making  it  necessary  to  present 

all  claims  which  were  made  payable  out  of  the  war  fund,  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  they 
accrued  ;  a  law  was  also  ]>asscd  authorizing  the  investment  of  tlu'  principal  of  the  school  fund  in 
the  bonds  of  the  stale  issued  for  war  purposes ;  another,  amendatory  of  the  act  of  the  extra  ses&ioQ 
of  1861,  granting  exemptbn  to  persons  enrolled  in  the  military  service,  so  as  to  except  persons 
acting  as  fiduciary  agents,  either  as  executors  or  administrators,  or  gaardians  or  trustees,  or 
persons  defrauding  the  State,  or  any  schofil  district  of  moneys  belonging  to  tlie  same;  also  author- 
izing a  stay  of  proceedings  in  foreclosures  of  mortgages,  by  advertisements.  "  The  State  Aid 
Law"  was  amended  SO  as  to  apply  to  all  regiments  of  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery  and  sharpshooters, 
defining  the  rights  of  families,  fixing  penalties  for  the  issue  of  false  papers,  and  imposing  duties  on 
military  officers  in  the  field  to  make  certain  reports.  These  amendments  only  included  ngr 
ments  and  companies  organized  up  to  and  including  the  Twentieth,  which  was  in  process  of 
organization  before  the  close  of  the  session.  A  law  was  also  passed  suspending  the  sale  of  lands 
mortgaged  to  the  State,  or  held  by  volunteers ;  another  defining  the  duties  of  the  allotment  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  fixing  their  compensation.  One 
authorized  the  issuing  of  bonds  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  war  purpose  ^ ;  one  author- 
ized a  temporary  loan  from  the  general  fund  to  pay  State  aid  to  volunteers ;  and  one,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  investigate  the  sale  of  war  bonds ;  while  another  authorized  the 
governor  to  appoint  surgeons  to  batteries,  and  assistant  surgeons  to  cavalry  regiments. 

The  legislature,  it  will  be  remembered,  look  a  recess  from  the  seventh  of  April  to  the  third 
of  June,  1862.  Upon  its  re-assembling,  .  ct  was  passed  providing  <r  the  discontinuance  of  the 
active  services  of  the  paymaster  general,  quartermaster  general  and  commissary  general. 
Another  act  appropriated  twenty  thousanc!  dollars  to  enable  the  f^ovcrnor  to  care  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  State.  There  was  also  another  act  passed  authorizing  the  auditing 
by  the  quartermaster  general,  of  bills  for  subsistence  and  transportation  of  the  Wisconsin  cavalr)* 
regiments.  At  the  extra  session  called  by  Governor  Salomon,  for  the  tenth  of  September,  1862, 
an  amendment  was  made  to  the  law  granting  aid  to  families  of  volunteers,  by  including  all  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  infantry,  or  batteries  of  artillery  before  that  time  raised  in  the  State,  or  that 
might  afterward  be  raised  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service.  It  also  authorized  the 
levying  of  a  State  tax  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  ])Iaced  to  the  credit 
of  the  war  fund  and  used  in  the  payment  of  warrants  for  "  State  Aid"  to  families  of  volunteers. 
Another  law  authorised  commissioned  officers  out  of  the  State  to  administer  oaths  and  take 
acknowledgments  of  deeds  and  other  papers.  One  act  authorised  soldiers  in  the  field,  although 
out  of  the  State,  to  exercise  the  ripht  of  snfTrage  ;  and  another  gave  towns,  cities,  incorporated 
villages  and  counties  the  authority  to  raise  money  to  pay  bounties  to  volunteers. 

On  the  fifth  of  August,  1862,  Governor  Salomon  received  from  the  war  department  a  dispatch 
stating  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  a  draft  of  three  hundred  thousand  men  to  be  immediately 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  to  serve  for  nine  months  unless  sooner  discharged  ; 
that  if  the  State  (juota  under  a  call  made  July  2,  of  that  year,  for  three  hundred  thousand  vol- 
unteers, was  not  filled  by  the  fifteenth  of  .\ugust,  the  deficiency  would  be  made  up  by  draft ;  and 
that  the  secretary  of  war  would  assign  the  quotas  to  the  States  and  establish  regulations  for  the 
draft.  On  the  eighth  of  that  month,  the  governor  of  the  State  was  ordered  to  immediately  cause 
an  enrollment  of  all  able-bodied  citizensbetween  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  by  counties. 
Governor  Salomon  was  authorized  to  appoint  ])ro{KT  otVu  ers,  and  the  United  States  promised  to 
])ay  all  reasonable  expenses.  The  quota  for  Wisconsin,  under  the  call  for  nine  months'  men,  was 
eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four.  The  draft  was  made  by  the  governor  in  obedience  to 
the  order  he  had  received  from  Washington ;  but  such  had  been  the  volunteering  under  the  stim^ 
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alns  cansed  by  a  fear  of  it»  that  only  four  thounnd  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  men  were 
drafted.  This  was  the  first  and  only  draft  made  in  Wisconsin  by  the  State  authorities. 
Subsequent  ones  were  made  under  the  direction  of  the  provost  marshal  general  at  Wash- 
ington. 

The  enlisting,  organization  and  mustering  into  the  United  States  service  during  Randall's 
administratioaof  thirteen  regiments  of  infantry— the  First  to  the  Thirteenth  inclusive,  and  the 

marching  of  ten  of  them  out  of  the  State  before  the  close  of  1861,  also,  of  one  company  of  cavalry 
under  Captain  Von  Deutsch  and  one  company  of  sharpshooters  under  Captain  Alexander,  con- 
stituted the  effective  aid  abroad  of  Wisconsin  during  that  year  to  suppress  the  rebellion.  But  for 
the  year  1862,  this  aid,  as  to  number  of  organisations,  was  more  than  doubled,  as  will  now  be 
shown. 

The  Ninth  regiment  left  "  Camp  Sigel,"  Milwaukee,  under  command  of  Colonel  Frederick 
Salomon,  on  the  twenty-second  of  January,  1862,  numbering  thirty<nine  officers  and  eight  hun 
dftd  and  eighty-four  men,  to  report  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

The  Twelfth  infantry  left  Wisconsin  under  command  of  Colonel  Geoi^  E.  Bryant,  ten 
hundred  and  forty-five  strong,  the  eleventh  of  January,  1862,  with  orders  to  report  at  Weston, 
Missouri. 

The  Thirteenth  regiment — Colonel  Maurice  Maloney — left  "Camp  Tredway,"  Janesville,  on 
the  eighteenth  of  January,  1863,  nine  hundred  and  seventy  strong,  under  orders  to  reptnrt  at 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  where  it  arrived  on  the  twenty-third. 

The  Fourteenth  regiment  of  infantry  departed  from  "  Camp  Wood,"  Fond  du  Lac,  under 
conuoand  of  Colonel  David  E.  Wood,  for  St.  Louii,  Missouri,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1862,  it 
laving  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on.  the  thirtieth  of  January  previous.  Its 
total  strength  was  nine  hundred  and  seventy  officers  and  men.  It  arrived  at  its  destination  on 
the  tenth  of  March,  and  went  into  quarters  at  "  Benton  Barracks." 

The  Fifteenth  regiment,  mostly  recruited  from  the  Scandinavian  population  of  Wisconsin, 
was  organized  at  "Camp  Randa.l,"  Madison — Hans  C.  Heg  as  colonel.  Its  muster  into  the 
United  States  service  was  completed  on  the  fourteenth  of  February,  1862,  it  leaving  the  State  for 
St  Louis,  Missouri,  on  the  second  of  March  followin|^  with  a  total  strength  of  eight  hundred  and 
one  officers  and  men. 

The  Sixteenth  regiment  was  organized  at  "Camp  Randall,"  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  on  the  last  day  of  January,  1862,  leaving  the  State,  with  Benjamin  Allen  as  colonel,  for 
St.  Louis  on  the  thirteenth  of  March  ensuing,  having  a  total  strength  of  one  thousand  and 

nitjr-stx. 

The  reg.mental  organization  of  the  Seventeenth  infantry  (Irish),  Colonel  John  L.  Doran, 
«as  effected  at  "  Camp  Randall,"  and  the  mustering  in  ol  the  men  completed  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Mardi,  t86s,  the  regiment  leaving  the  State  on  the  twenty-third  for  St.  Louis. 

The  Eighteenth  regiment  organized  at  "  Camp  Trowbridge,"  Milwaukee — James  S.  Alban, 

roionel — completed  its  muster  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  1862, 
aad  left  the  State  for  St.  Louis  on  the  thirtieth,  reaching  their  point  of  destination  on  the  thirty- 
fint. 

The  Nineteenth  infantry  rendesvoused  at  Racine  as  an  mdependent  r^ment,  its  colonel, 

Horace  T.  Sanders,  being  commissioned  by  the  war  department.  The  men  were  mustered  into 
the  service  as  fast  as  they  were  enlisted.  Independent  organizations  being  abolished,  by  an 
o:der  from  Washington,  the  Ninctcenili  was  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  regiments  in  the 
Slate.  On  the  twentieth  of  April,  1862,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  **  Camp  Randall "  to  guard 
rebel  prisoners.  Here  the  mustering  in  was  completed,  numbering  in  all  nine  hundred  and 
leventy-three.   They  left  the  State  for  Washington  on  the  second  of  June. 
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The  master  into  the  United  Stales  service  of  die  Twentieth  regimeat^Bertine  Pinckney, 

colonel— was  completed  on  the  twenty-third  of  August,  1867,  at  "Camp  Randall,"  the  original 
streni;th  being  nine  hundred  and  ninety.  On  the  thirtieth  of  August  the  regiment  left  the  Sute 
for  St.  Louis.  ' 

The  Twenty-first  infantry  was  organised  at  Oshkosh,  being  mustered  in  on  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  and  two*  all  told— Benjamin  J.  Sweet,  colonel — 
leaving  the  State  for  Cincinnati  on  the  eleventh. 

The  Twenty-second  regiment — Colonel  William  L.  Utley — was  organized  at  "Camp  Utley,* 
Racine,  and  mustered  in  on  the  second  of  September,  1862.  Its  original  strength  was  one  thou- 
sand and  nine.   It  left  the  State  for  Cincinnati  on  the  sixteenth. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  .August,  1862,  the  Twenty-third  regiment — Colonel  Joshua  J.  Gttppey— 
was  mustered  in  at  "Camp  Randall,"  leavin^^  Madison  for  Cincinnati  on  the  fifteenth. 

The  Twenty-fourth  infantry  rende/\«uscd  at  "Camp  Sigel,"  Milwaukee.  Its  muster  in  was 
completed  on  the  twenty-first  of  August,  1862,  the  regiment  leaving  the  State  under  Colonel 
Charles  H.  Larrabee,  for  Kentucky,  on  the  fifth  of  September,  one  thousand  strong. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  September,  1862,  at  "  Camp  Salomon,"  LaCrossc,  the  Twenty-fifth 
regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service — Milton  Montgomery,  colonel,  i'hey  left  the  State  on 
the  nineteenth  with  orders  to  report  to  General  Pope,  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  to  aid  in  suppress- 
ing the  Indian  difliculties  in  that  State.  Their  entire  strength  was  one  thousand  and  eighteen. 
The  regiment,  after  contributing  to  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  among  the  settlers,  and 
deterring  the  Indians  from  hostilities,  returned  to  Wisconsin,  arriving  at  "  Camp  Randall "  on  the 
eighteenth  of  December,  1862. 

The  Twenty>sixth— almost  wholly  a  German  regiment— ^as  mustered  into  the  service  at 
**Camp  Sigel,"  Milwaukee,  on  the  seventeenth  of  September,  1863.  The  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  William  H.  Jacobs,  left  the  State  for  Washington  city  on  the  sixth  of  October, 
one  thousand  strong. 

The  Twenty-seventh  infantry  was  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  "Camp  Sigel,  .Milwaukee,  on 
the  seventeenth  of  September,  186s ;  but  the  discontinuance  of  recruiting  for  new  regiments  in 
August  left  the  Twenty-seventh  with  only  seven  companies  fulL  An  order  authorizing  the 
recruiting  of  three  more  companies  was  received,  and  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  Conrad 
Krez  the  organization  was  completed,  but  the  regiment  at  the  close  of  the  year  had  not  been 
mustered  into  the  service. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  i86a,  the  Twenty-eighth  regiment—- James  M.  Lewis,  of 
Oconomowoc,  colonel— was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  "Camp  Washburn,"  Mil- 
waukee. Its  strength  was  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one.  In  November,  the  regiment  was 
employed  in  arresting  and  guarding  the  draft  rioters  in  Ozaukee  county.  It  left  the  State  lur 
Columbus,  Kentucky,  on  the  twentieth  of  December,  where  they  arrived  on  the  twenty-second; 
remaining  there  until  the  fifth  of  January,  1863. 

The  Twenty-ninth  infantry — Colonel  Charles  R.  Gill — was  organized  at  "  Cam])  Randall," 
where  its  muster  into  the  United  States  service  was  completed  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  the  regiment  leaving  the  State  for  Cairo,  Illinois,  on  the  second  <k  November. 

The  Thirtieth  regiment,  organised  at  "Camp  Randall"  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel 
Daniel  J.  Dill,  completed  its  muster  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  twenty-first  of  October, 
1862,  with  a  strength  of  nine  hundred  and  six.  On  the  sixteentii  of  November,  one  company  of 
the  Thirtieth  was  sent  to  Green  Bay  to  protect  the  draft  commissioner,  remainmg  several  weeks. 
On  the  eighteenth,  seven  companies  moved  to  Milwaukee  to  assist  in  enforcing  the  draft  in  Mil* 
waukee  county,  while  two  companies  remained  in  **Camp  Randall"  to  guard  Osankee  rioters^ 
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On  the  twenty-second,  six  companies  from  Milwaukee  went  to  West  Bend,  Washingtoa  county, 
one  company  returning  to  "Camp  RandalL"  Aftwr  the  comptedon  of  the  dvaft  in  Waahingtom 
county,  four  companies  returned  to  camp^  while  two  companies  were  engaged  in  gathering  up 

the  drafted  men. 

The  final  and  cotnplete  organization  of  the  Thirty-first  infantry — Colonel  Isaac  £.  Mess- 
noce-^was  not  oondn^d  during  the  year  i86s. 

.The  Thirty-second  regiment,  organized  at  "Camp  Bragg/'  Oahkosh,  with  James  H.  Howe 

as  colonel,  was  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  1862 ;  and,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  October,  leaving  the  State,  it  proceeded  by  way  of  Chicago  and  Cairo  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  going  into  camp  on  the  third  of  November.  The  original  strength  of  the  i  hirty- 
lecond  was  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

The  Thirty-third  infantry — Colonel  Jonathan  B.  Moore — mustered  in  on  the  eighteenth  of 
October,  1S62,  at  "Camp  Utley,"  Racine,'  left  the  Stat^  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  strong, 
DoriDg  by  way  of  Chicago  to  Cairo. 

The  Thirty4burth  regiment,  drafted  men,  original  strength  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one — 
Colonel  Frits  Anneke — had  its  muster  into  service  for  nine  months  completed  at  "Camp  Wash- 
bum,"  Milwaukee,  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1862. 

Of  the  twenty-four  infantry  regiments,  numbered  from  the  Twelfth  to  the  Thirty-fourth 
inclusive,  and  including  also  the  Ninth,  three — the  Ninth,  Twelfth,  and  Thirteenth — were  mus- 
tered  into  the  United  States  serrice  in  i86f .  The  whole  of  the  residue  were  mustered  in  during 
the  year  1862,  except  the  Twenty-seventh  and  the  Thirty-first.  All  were  sent  out  of  the  State 
dufiDg  1862,  except  the  last  two  mentioned  and  the  Twenty-fifth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-fourth. 

The  First  regiment  of  cavalry  —  Colonel  Edward  Daniels — perfected  its  organuation  at 
"Camp  Harvey,"  Kenosha.  Its  muster  into  the  United  States  service  was  completed  on  the 
eighth  of  March,  i86s,  the  r^ment  leaving  the  State  for  St.  liouis  on  the  seventeenth,  with  a 
Mrngth  of  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

The  muster  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  cavalry  was  completed  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  1862, 
at  "Camp  Washburn/'  Milwaukee,  the  regiment  leaving  the  State  for  St.  Louis  on  the  twenty- 
fonith,  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  strong.  It  was  under  the  command  of  Cadwallader  C. 
Washburn  as  colonel. 

The  Third  Wisconsin  cavalry — Colonel  William  A.  Barstow — was  mustered  in  at  "Camp 
Barstow,"  Janesville.  The  muster  was  completed  on  the  31st  of  January,  1862,  the  regiment 
leaving  the  State  on  the  26th  of  March  for  St.  Louis,  with  a  strength  of  eleven  hundred  and 
ngbty  «x. 

The  original  project  of  forming  a  regiment  of  U|^t  artillery  in  Wisconsin  was  overruled 
y  the  war  department,  and  the  several  batteries  were  sent  from  the  State  as  independent 

iTjjinizations. 

The  First  battery— Captain  Jacob  T.  Pofter— perfected  its  organiaation  at  **Clamp  tTtley," 
vhere  the  company  was  mustered  in,  it  leaving  the  State  with  a  strength  of  one  hundred  mm! 

fifty.five, *on  the  23d  of  January,  1S62,  for  Loui'sville,  where  the  battery  went  into  "Camp 
Irvine,"  near  that  city.  The  Second  battery — Captain  Ernest  F.  Herzberg — was  mustered  into 
tie  service  at  "Camp  Utley,"  October  10,  1861,  the  company  numbermg  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
Aite.  It  left  the  State  for  Baltimore,  on  the  sist  of  January,  i86s.  The  Third  battery— Cap- 
isia  L.  H.  Drury — completed  its  organization  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  at  "  Camp  Utley,"  and 
»as  mustered  in  October  10,  i86t.  leaving  the  State  for  Louisville,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
'36a.  The  Fourth  battery — Captain  John  F.  Vallce — rendezvoused  at  "Camp  Utley."  Its 
nnmer  in  was  completed  on  die  ist  of  October,  1S61,  its  wliole  force  being  one  hundred  and  fifty 
one.  The  company  left  the  State  for  Baltimore  on  tlie  atst  of  January,  t86s.  The  Kith  bat- 
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tery,  comounded  by  Captain  Oscar  F.  Pinney,  was  mustered  in  on  the  ist  of  October,  1861,  at 
**  Camp  UUejr,"  leaving  the  State  for  St.  Louis,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1869,  one  hundred  and 

fifty-five  strong.  Tlie  Sixth  battery — Captain  Henry  Dillon — was  mustered  in  on  the  ad  of 
Ortol)er,  1861,  at  "  Camp  Utley,"  leaving  the  State  for  St.  Louis.  March  15,  1862,  with  a  numer- 
ical strength  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  The  Seventh  battery — Captain  Richard  R.  Grif- 
fithi — vasmttsteied  m  on  the  4th  of  October,  1861,  at"  Camp  Utley,"  and  proceeded  on  the  15th 
of  March,  i86a,  with  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  batteries  to  Sl  Louis.  The  Eighth  battery,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Stephen  J.  Carpenter,  was  mustered  in  on  the  8th  of  January,  i86i,  at 
"Camp  Utley,"  and  left  the  State  on  the  18th  of  March  following,  for  St.  Louis,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  strong.  The  Ninth  battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Cyrus  U.  Johnson,  was  organ- 
ized at  Burlington,  Racine  countjr*  It  vffis  mustered  in  on  the  7th  of  January,  186a,  leaviag 
**Camp  Utley  "  for  St.  Louis,  on  the  i8th  of  March.  At  St.  Louis,  their  complement  of  men- 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five — was  made  u|)  by  ihc  transfer  of  forty-five  from  another  battery.  The 
Tenth  battery — Captain  Yates  V.  Bebee— after  being  mustered  in  at  Milwaukee,  on  the  loth  of 
Fdnrnazy,  i86»,  left  **Camp  Utley,"  Racine,  on  the  i8th  of  Match  for  St.  Louis,  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  strong  The  Eleventh  battery — Captain  John  O'Rourke — was  made  up  of  die  '*  Oconto 
Irish  Guards"  and  a  detachment  of  Illinois  recruits.  The  company  was  organized  at  "Camp 
Douglas,"  Chicago,  in  the  S[iring  of  1862.  Early  in  1862,  William  A.  Pile  succeeded  in  enlisting 
ninety-nine  men  as  a  company  to  be  known  as  the  Twelfth  battery.  The  men  were  mustered  in 
and  sent  forward  in  squads  to  St.  Louis.  Captain  Pile's  commission  was  revoked  on  the  18th 
of  July.  His  pi  irc  was  filled  by  William  Zickrick.  These  twelve  batteries  were  all  that  left  the 
State  in  1862.  To  these  are  to  be  added  the  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  the  nineteen  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  as  the  effective  force  sent  oitt  during  the  year  by  Wisconsin. 

The  milttarf  officers  of  the  Stated  at  die  commencem«it  of  1863,  were  Edward  Salomon, 
governor  and  commander-in-chief;  Brigadier  General  Augustus  Gaylord,  adjutant  general; 
Colonel  S.  Nye  Gibbs,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Brigadier  General  Nathaniel  F.  Lund, 
quartermaster  general ;  Brigadier  General  K.  B.  Wolcoit,  surgeon  general;  and  Colonel  W.  H. 
Watson,  military  secretary.  The  two  incomplete  regmients  of  1862  —  the  Twenty-seventh  and 
Thirty-first  volunteers — were  completed  and  in  the  field  in  March,  1865.  The  former  was 
mustered  in  at  "  Camp  Sigel  "—Colonel  Conrad  Krez  —  on  the  7th  of  March,  and  leit  the  State, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  strong,  on  the  i6th  for  Columbus,  Kentucky  ;  the  latter,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Isaac  E.  Messmore,  with  a  strength  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
left  Wisconsin  on  the  ist  of  March,  for  Cairo,  Illinois.  The  Thirty-fourth  (drafted)  regiment 
left  *'Camp  Washburn,"  Milwaukee,  <m  the  31st  of  January,  1863,  for  Columbus,  Kentucky, 
numbering  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one,  commanded  by  Colonel  Frit/.  Anneke.  On  the  17th  of 
February,  1863,  the  Twenty-fifth  regiment  left  "Camp  Randall"  C.uro,  Illinois.  The 
Thirtieth  regiment  remained  in  Wisconsin  during  the  whole  of  1^03,  performing  various 
duties— the  only  one  of  the  whole  thirty 'four  that,  at  the  end  of  that  year,  had  not  left  the  State. 

On  the  I4lh  of  January,  1863,  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  as  before  stated,  convened 
at  Madison.  Governor  Salomon,  in  his  message  to  that  body,  gave  a  summary  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  war  fund  during  the  calendar  year;  also  of  what  was  done  in  1862,  in  the  recruiting 
of  military  forces,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  calls  of  the  president  were  responded  to.  There 
were  a  number  of  military  laws  passed  at  this  session.  A  multitude  of  special  acts  authorizing 
towns  to  raise  bounties  for  volunteers,  were  ilsn  passed. 

No  additional  regiments  of  infantry  besides  those  already  mentioned  were  organized  in 
1863,  although  recruiting  for  old  regiments  continued.  On  the  3d  of  Marcn,  1863,  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  passed  the    Conscription  Act"  Under  this  act,  Wisconsin  was  divided 


WIsroNSIX  AS  A  bTATE. 


86 


into  six  districts.  In  tlie  first  district,  I.  M.  Boan  was  appointed  provost  marshal;  C.  M.  Baker, 
commissioner;  and  J.  B.  Dousman,  examining  surgeon.  Headquarters  of  this  district  was  at 
Milwaukee.  In  the  second  district,  S.  J.  M.  Putnam  wu  appointed  provost  marshal ;  L.  B. 
CaswelU  commissioner;  and  Dr.  C  K.  Headt  examining  surgeon.  Headquarters  of  this 
district  was  at  Janesville.  In  the  third  district,  J.  G.  Clark  was  appointed  provost  marshal;  E. 
E.  Byant,  commissioner ;  and  John  IT.  Vivian,  examining  surgeon.  Headquarters  at  Prairie 
du  Chien.  In  the  fourth  district,  E.  L.  Phillips  was  appointed  provost  marshal ;  Charles 
Buicbard,  commissioner;  and  L.  H.  Gary,  examining  surgeon.  Headquarters  at  Fond  du 
Lac  In  the  fifth  district,  C.  R.  Merrill  was  appointed  provost  marshal;  William  A.  Hugh, 
commissioner;  and  H.  O.  Crane,  examining  surgeon.  Headquarters  at  (ireen  Bay.  In  the 
sixth  district,  B.  F.  Cooper  was  appointed  provost  marshal;  L.  6.  Fisher,  commissioner;  and 
D.  D.  Cameron,  examining  surgeon.  Headquarten  at  LaCraase.  The  task  of  enrolling  the 
State  was  commenced  in  the  month  of  May,  and  was  proceeded  with  to  its  completion.  The 
nine  months'  term  of  service  of  the  Thirty-fourth  regiment,  drafted  militia,  having  &q>ired,  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  8th  of  September. 

The  enrollment  in  W  isconsin  of  all  persons  liable  to  the  "Conscription  "  amounted  to 
w,toi.  A  draft  was  ordered  to  take  place  in  November.  Nearly  fifteen  thousand  were 
ilrafted,  only  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  of  whom  were  mustered  in;  the  residue  either 
furnished  substitittes,  were  discharged,  failed  to  report,  or  paid  commutation. 

In  the  Summer  of  i86i.  Company  "  K,"  Captain  Lang  worthy,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin 
infantry,  was  detached  and  placed  on  duty  as  heavy  artillery.  His  company  was  designated  as 
"A,"  First  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery.  This  was  the  only  one  organised  until  the  Summer  of 
1863;  but  its  organization  was  effected  outside  the  State.  Three  companies  were  necessary  to 
add  to  company  "  .\  "  to  complete  the  battalion.  Batteries  *'  B,"  "  C  "  and  "  D  "  werCr  therefor^ 
organized  in  Wisconsin,  all  leaving  the  Sute  in  October  and  November,  1863. 

NiHTH  ADMinsTRATiON— Jambs  T.  Lewis,  Govbkhor — 1864-1865. 

James  T.  Lewis,  of  Columbia  county,  was  inaugurated  gpvemor  of  Wisconsin  on  the  fourth 

of  Januarj  ,  1864.  In  an  inaugural  address,  the  incoming  governor  pledged  himself  to  use  no 
executive  patronage  for  a  re-election;  declared  he  would  administer  the  government  without 
prejudice  or  partiality ;  and  committed  himself  to  au  ecu.iumical  administration  of  affairs  con- 
aected  with  the  State.  ,  On  the  thirteenth  the  legislature  met  in  its  seventeenth  regular  session. 

\V.  Field  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  republican  and  union  men  were  in 
the  majority  in  this  legislature.    A  number  of  acts  were  passed  relative  to  military  matters. 

On  the  ist  day  of  October,  J.  L.  Pickard  having  resigned  as  superintendent  of  public 
QMmction,  J.  G.  McMynn  was,  by  the  governor,  apix>inted  to  fill  the  vacancy.  On  the  fif- 
teendi  of  November,  Governor  Lewis  appointed  Jason  Downer  an  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Byron  Paine,  who  had 
tt'iigncd  his  |X)sition  to  take  effect  on  that  day,  in  order  to  accept  the  {X)sition  of  lieutenant 
colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  Wisconsin,  to  which  he  had  been  commissioned  on  the  tenth 
of  August  previous.  The  November  elections  of  thb  year  were  entered  into  with  great  seal  by 
the  two  parties,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  |>resident  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States  were 
to  Ik;  chosen.  The  republicans  were  victorious.  Electors  of  that  party  cast  their  eight  votes 
for  Lincoln  and  Johnson.  The  members  elected  to  the  thirty  -  ninth  congress  from  Wisconsin 
«  this  election  were :  from  the  first  district,  H.  E.  Paine  ;  iroin  the  second,  I.  C.  Sloan  ;  from 
tbe third.  Amasa  Cobb;  from  the  fourth,  C.  A.  Eldredge;  from  the  fifth,  Philetus  Sawyer;  and 
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from  the  sixth  district,  VV.  D.  Mclndoe.    All  were  republicans  except  Eldredge,  who  was 
elected  as  a  dsmoctiL 

The  Eighteenth  regular  session  aS  die  Wisccmsin  lefl^slature  began  in  Madison  on  the  elev- 
enth of  January,  1865.    W.  W.  Field  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.    The  legislature 
was,  as  to  its  jxslitical  complexion,  "  Rei)ublicaa  Union."    On  the  tenth  of  April,  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  Governor  Lewis  informed  the  legislature  that  General  Lee  and  his  array  had  sur- 
rendered. **  Four  years  ago,"  said  he,  "on  the  day  fixed  for  adjoumment,  the  sad  news  of  the 
fall  of  Fort  Sumter  was  transmitted  to  the  legislature.   To^y,  thank  God!  and  next  to  Hta 
the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  army  and  navy,  I  am  permitted  to  transmit  to  you  the 
official  intelligence,  just  received,  of  the  surrender  of  General  Lee  and  his  army,  the  last  prop 
of  the  rebellion.   Let  us  rejmce,  and  thank  the  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  victory  and  the  pros-  j 
pects  q{  an  honorable  peace."   In  Febrnaiy  preceding,  both  houses  ratified  the  constitutional  ; 
amendment  abolishing  slavery  in  the  United  States.    .At  the  Spring  election,  Jason  Downer  was 
chosen  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for  a  full  term  of  six  years.     The  twentieth  of 
April  was  set  apart  by  the  governor  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  overthrow  of  the  rebelhoii 
and  restoration  of  peace.   At  the  Fall  election  both  parties,  republican  and  democratic,  had 
tickets  in  the  field.    The  republicans  were  victorious,  electing  Lucius  Fairchild,  governor; 
Wyman  Spooner.  lieutenant  governor;    Thomas  S.  Allen,  secretary  of  state;   William  E.  Smith, 
state  treasurer;   Charles  R.  Gill,  attorney  general;   John  G.  McMynn,  superintendent  ol  , 
public  instruction;  J.  M.  Rusk,  bank  comptroller;  and  Henry  Cordier,  state  prison  csmais-  I 
sioner.  I 

War  or  Sscbssion — Lswis'  AomiinTitATiow.  j 

The  military  ofllcers  for  1864  were  besides  the  governor  (who  was  commander-in-chief)  | 

Brigadier  General  Augustus  Gaylord,  adjutant  general;  Colonel  S.  Nye  Gibbs,  assistant  adju-  | 
tant  general;  Brigadier  General  Nathaniel  F.  Lund,  quartermaster  and  commissary  general, 
and  chief  of  ordnance;  Brigadier  General  E.  B.  Wolcolt,  surgeon  general;  and  Colonel  Frank 
H.  Firmin,  military  secretary.  The  legislature  met  at  Madison  on  the  xjth  of  January,  1864. 
"In  response  to  the  call  of  the  General  Government,*'  said  the  governor,  in  his  message  to  that  ! 
body,  "  Wisconsin  had  sent  to  the  field  on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  exclusive  of  three 
months'  men,  thirty  -  four  regiments  of  infantry,  three  regiments  and  one  company  of  cavalry, 
twelve  batteries  of  light  artillery,  three  batteries  of  heavy  artillery,  and  one  company  of  sharp- 
shooters, making  an  aggregate  of  forty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  men." 

Quite  a  number  of  laws  were  passed  at  this  session  of  the  legislature  relative  to  military 
matters:  three  were  acts  to  authorizi-  towns,  cities  and  villages  to  raise  money  by  tax  for  the 
payment  of  Iwunties  to  volunteers;  one  revised,  amended  and  consolidated  all  laws  relative  to 
extra  pay  to  Wi.sconsin  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  one  provided  for  the  proper  ; 
reception  by  the  State,  of  Wisconsin  volunteers  returning  from  the  field  of  service;  another 
repealed  the  law  relative  to  all<^ment  commissioners.  One  was  passed  authorizing  the  gov- 
ernor to  purchase  Hags  for  regiments  or  batteries  whose  flags  were  lost  or  destroyed  in  the 
service:  another  was  passed  amending  the  law  suspending  the  sale  of  lands  mortgaged  to  the 
State  or  held  by  volunteers,  so  as  to  apply  to  drafted  men;  another  provided  for  levying  a  State 
tax  of  $aoo,ooo  for  the  support  of  families  of  volunteers.  A  law  was  passed  authorizing  the 
governor  to  take  cnre  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  Wisconsin,  and  apjiropriated  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose.  Two  other  acts  authorized  the  borrowing  of  money  for  repel- 
ling invasion,  suppressing  insurrection,  and  defending  the  State  in  time  of  war.  One  act  pro- 
hibited Ihe  taking  of  fees  for  procuring  volunteers'  extra  bounty ;  another  one  defined  the  resi- 
dence of  certain  soldiers  from  this  S:..te  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  had  received 
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local  boantiet  fiom  towns  other  than  their  proper  places  of  residence. 

At  the  commencement  of  1864,  there  were  recruiting  in  the  State  the  Thirty-fifth  regiment 

of  infantry  and  the  Thirteenth  battery.  The  latter  was  mustered  in  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1863,  and  left  the  Stale  for  New  Orleans  on  the  28th  of  January,  1864.  In  February,  autliority 
was  given  by  the  war  department  to  organize  the  Thirty-sixth  regiment  of  infantry.  On  the 
srthof  that  month,  the  mastering  n  of  the  Thir^-fifth  was  completed  at  "  Camp  Washburn " 
—Colonel  Henry  Orff— the  regiment,  one  thousand  and  sixty-six  Strong,  leaving  the  State  on  the 
i8ih  of  April,  1864,  for  Alexandria,  Louisiana.  The  other  regiments,  recruited  and  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1864,  were:  the  Thirty-sixth— Colonel 
Frank  A.  Haskell;  the  Thirty-seventh— Colonel  Sam  Harriman ;  the  Thirty-eighth— Colonel 
Janes  Btntliff;  the  Thirty -ninth— Colonel  Edwin  L.  Buttrick;  the  Fortieth— Colonel  W. 
Augustus  Ray;  the  Forly-first  —  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ceorge  B.  Goodwin;  the  Forty-second— 
Colonel  Elzra  T.  Sprague;  the  Fort\ -third — ('«  lonel  Aniasa  Cobb. 

The  regiments  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1865  were: 
die  Forty-fourth — Colonel  George  C.  Symes;  the  Forty-fifth — Colonel  Henry  F.  Belitz;  Forty- 
siith— Colonel  Frederick  S.  Lovell ;  Forty-seventh— Colonel  Geoqse  C.  Ginty ;  Forty-eighth — 
Colonel  Uri  B.  Pearsall;  Forty-ninth — Colonel  Samuel  Fallows;  Fiftieth— Colonel  John  G. 
Clark;  Fifty-first — Colonel  Leonard  Martin ;  Fifty-second— Lieutenant  Colonel  Hiram  J.  Lewis; 
and  Fifty-third — Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  T.  Pugh. 

All  of  fifty-three  r^ments  of  infantry  raised  in  Wisconsin  during  the  war,  sooner  or 
later  moved  to  the  South  and  were  engaged  there  in  one  way  or  other,  in  aiding  to  suppress  the 
rebellion.  Twelve  of  these  regiments  were  assigned  to  duty  in  the  eastern  division,  which  f  on- 
stituted  the  territory  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac  and  upon  the  seaboard  from  Baltimore  to 
Savannah.  These  twelve  regiments  were:  the  First  (three  months),  Second,  Third,  Fourth, 
Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Nineteenth,  Twenty-sixth,  Thirty-sixth,  Thirty-seventh,  and  Thir^-eighth. 
Ten  le^ments  were  assigned  to  the  central  division,  including  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Northern 
Alabama,  and  Cfcnrgia.  These  ten  were:  the  Tenth,  Twenty-first,  Twenty-second,  Twenty- 
foutth,  Thirtieth,  Forty-third,  Forty-fourth,  Forty-fifth,  Forty-sixth,  and  Forty-seventh.  Added 
to  these  was  the  First  (re-organized).  Thirty-one  regiments  Were  ordered  to  the  western  division, 
embracing  the  country  west  and  northwest  of  the  central  division.  These  were:  the  Eighth, 
Ninth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth.  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth, 
Twentieth, Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh,  Twenty-eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty- tirst, 
Thirty-second,  Thirty-third,  Thirty-fourth,  Thirty-fifth,  Thirty-ninth,  Fortieth,  Forty-first,  Forty- 
second,  Forty-eighth,  Forty-ninth,  Fiftieth,  Fifty-first,  Fifty-second,  and  Fifty-third.  During  the 
war  several  transfers  were  made  from  one  district  to  another  There  were  taken  from  the  eastern 
division,  the  Third  and  Twenty-si.xth,  and  sent  to  the  central  division;  also  the  Fourth,  which 
was  sent  to  the  department  of  the  giilf  The  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Seven- 
teenth, Eighteenth,  Twenty-fifth,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-second  were  transferred  from 
the  western  to  the  central  department. 

The  four  regiments  of  cavelry  were  assigned  to  the  western  division  —  the  First  regiment 
being  afterward  transferred  to  the  central  division.  Of  the  thirteen  batteries  of  light  artillery,  the 
Second,  Fourth,  and  Eleventh,  were  assigned  to  the  eastern  division ;  the  First  and  Third,  to 
ihe  central  dtviston;  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Twelfth,  and  Thirteenth, 
to  the  weMem  divintm.  Daring  the  war,  the  First  was  transferred  to  the  western  division ;  while 
'he  Fifth,  Sixth,  Eighth,  Tenth,  and  Twelfth,  were  transferred  to  the  central  division.  Of  the 
twelve  batteries  of  the  First  regiment  of  heavy  artillery —  " A,"  " E,"  "F,"  "G,"  "H,"  "I," 
"K^  ' '"  L,"  and  "  NL"  were  assigned  to  duty  in  the  eastern  division  ;  "B"  and  "C,"  to  the  central 
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division;  and  **D,*  to  tlie  western  division.  Compmy  **G»"  First  reKimeot  Beidan's  sluip- 

shooters,  was  assigned  to  the  eastern  division. 

The  military  ofiicersi  of  the  State  for  1865  were  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  except  that 
Brigadier  General  Land  resigned  his  position  as  quartermaster  general,  James  M.  Lynch  being 
appointed  in  his  plaqe.  The  legislature  of  this  year  met  in  Madiscm  on  the  nth  of  January. 
"To  the  calls  of  the  Government  for  troops,"  said  Governor  Lewis,  in  his  message,  "no  State 
has  responded  with  greater  alacrity  than  has  Wisconsin.  She  has  sent  to  the  field,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  forty-four  regiments  of  infantry,  four  regiments  and  one  company  of 
cavalry,  one  regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  thirteen  batteries  of  light  artillery^  and  one  company  of 
sharpshooters,  making  an  aggregate  (exclusive  of  hundred  day  men)  of  sevenQr-five  thoonnd 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  men." 

Several  military  laws  were  passed  at  this  session :  one  authorizing  cities,  towns,  and  villages 
to  pay  bounties  to  volunteers;  another,  incorporating  the  Wisconsin  Soldiers'  Home;  two  others, 
amending  the  act  idative  **to  the  commencement  and  prosecution  of  civil  actions  against  persons 
in  the  military  service  of  the  country."  One  was  passed  authorizing  the  payment  of  salaries, 
clerk  hire,  and  expenses,  of  the  offices  of  the  adjutant  general  and  quartermaster  general  from 
the  war  fund;  another,  amending  the  act  authorizing  commissioned  othcers  to  take  acknuwlcdg- 
iiient  of  deeds,  affidavits  and  depositions;  another,  amending  the  act  extending  the  right  of 
suffrage  to  soldiers  in  the  field.  One  act  provides  for  correcting  and  completing  the  records  of 
the  adjutant  general's  office,  relative  to  the  military  history  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
several  military  organizations  of  this  State;  another  fixes  the  salary  of  the  adjutant  general  and 
the  quartermaster  general,  and  their  clerks  and  assistants;  another  prohibits  volunteer  or  sub- 
stitute broken^.  One  act  was  passed  supplementary  and  explanatory  of  a  previous  one  of  the 
same  session,  authorizing  towns,  cities,  or  villages,  to  raise  money  to  pay  bounties  to  volunteers; 
another,  amending  a  law  of  1864,  relating  to  the  relief  of  soldiers'  families;  and  another,  pro- 
viding for  the  establishment  of  State  agencies  for  the  relief  and  care  of  sick,  wounded,  and 
disabled  Wisconsin  soldiers.  There  was  an  act  also  passed,  authorizing  the  bomnring  of  money 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven  months,  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrectionf  and  defend  the 
State  in  time  of  war, — the  amount  not  to  exceed  $850,000. 

On  the  13th  of  .\pril,  iS/)5,  orders  were  received  to  discontinue  recruiting  in  Wisconsin,  and 
to  discharge  all  drafted  men  who  had  not  been  mustered  in.  About  the  first  of  May,  orders 
were  issued  for  the  muster  out  of  all  organisations  whose  term  of  service  would  expire  on  or 
before  the  first  of  the  ensuing  October,  As  a  consequence,  many  Wisconsin  soldiers  were  soon 
on  their  way  home.  State  military  officers  devoted  their  time  to  the  reception  of  returning 
regiments,  to  their  payment  by  the  United  States,  and  to  settling  with  those  who  were  entitled  to 
extra  pay  from  the  State.  Finally,  their  employment  ceased — the  last  soldier  was  mustered  out 
—the  War  of  the  Rebellion  was  at  an  end.  Wisconsin  had  furnished  to  the  federal  amy  during 
the  conflict  over  ninety  thousand  men,  a  consi<!erable  number  more  than  the  several  requisitions 
of  the  (ii-neral  Oovernmcnt  called  for.  Nearly  eleven  thousand  of  these  were  killed  or  died  of 
wounds  received  in  battle,  ur  fell  victims  to  diseases  contracted  in  the  military  service,  to  say 
nothing  of  those  who  died  alter  their  discharge,  and  whose  deaths  do  not  appear  upon  the  mili- 
tary records.  Nearly  twelve  million  dollars  were  expended  by  the  State  authorities,  and  the 
])coi>le  of  the  several  counties  and  towns  throughout  the  State,  in  their  efforts  to  sustain  the 
National  Government. 

Wisconsin  feels,  as  well  she  may,  proud  of  her  record  made  in  defense  of  national  existence. 
Shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  other  loyal  States  of  the  Union,  she  stood — always  ranking  among 
the  foremost.   From  her  workshops,  her  farms,  her  extensive  pineries,  she  poured  forth  stalwart 
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men,  to  fill  up  the  organizations  which  she  sent  to  the  field.  The  blood  of  these  brave  men 
drenched  afanost  every  battle-field  from  PennsylTania  to  the  Rio  Grande^  ftom  Missouri  to ' 

Georgia.  To  chronicle  the  deeds  and  exploits — the  heroic  achievements — the  noble  enthusiasm 
— of  the  various  regiments  and  military  organizations  sent  by  her  to  do  battle  against  the  hydra- 
beaded  monster  secession — would  be  a  lengthy  but  pleasant  task;  but  these  stirring  annals 
hdoBg  to  the  history  of  our  whole  country.  Thoein  will  be  told  the  story  which,  to  the  lat^ 
tine  m  the  existence  of  this  repnblicf  will  be  read  with  wonder  and  astonishment.  But  an  out- 
line of  the  action  of  the  Slate  authorities  and  their  labors,  and  of  the  origin  of  the  various 
military  organizations,  in  Wisconsin,  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  rel)ellion,  must  needs 
contain  a  reference  to  other  helps  employed — mostly  incidental,  in  many  cases  wholly  charitable, 
hat  none  the  less  eflRective :  the  sanitary  operations  of  the  State  during  the  rebellion. ' 

Foremost  among  the  sanitary  (^rations  of  Wisconsin  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  was 
the  organization  of  the  surgeon  general's  department  —  to  the  end  that  the  troops  sent  to  the 
field  from  the  State  should  have  a  complete  and  adequate  supply  of  medicine  and  instruments  as 
vdl  as  an  effioont  medical  sta£  In  1861,  Governor  Rmdall  introduced  the  practice  of  ^ppcnnt- 
ing  agents  to  tmvel  with  the  regiments  to  the  field,  who  were  to  lake  charge  of  the  sick.  The 
practice  was  not  continued  by  Governor  Harvey.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1862,  an  act  of  the 
legislature  became  a  law  authorizing  the  governor  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers 
of  Wisconsin,  and  appropriated  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose.  Under  this  law 
several  expeditions  were  sent  oat  of  the  State  to  look  after  the  tmfortnnate  sontfwho  were 
suffering  from  disease  or  wounds.  Soldiers'  aid  societies  were  formed  throu^out  the  State  so<ni 
after  the  opening  scenes  of  the  rebellion.  When  temporary  sanitary  operations  were  no  longer 
a  necessity  in  Wisconsin,  there  followed  two  military  benevolent  institutions  int<inded  to  be  of  a 
permanent  character :  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Milwaukee,  and  the  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  at 
Madison.  The  latter,  however,  has  been  discontinued.  The  former,  started  as  a  State  institOp 
lion,  is  now  wholly  under  the  direction  and  support  of  the  General  Government. 

Whether  in  the  promptitude  of  her  responses  to  the  calls  made  on  her  by  the  General  Govern- 
OMttt,  in  the  courage  or  constancy  of  her  soldiery  in  the  field,  or  in  th^  wisdom  and  efficiency  with 
irindi  her  civil  administration  was  craducted  during  the  trying  period  covered  by  the  war  of  the 
Rbdtion,  Wisconsin  proved  herself  the  peer  of  any  loyal  State. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT. 

We  publish  on  the  following  pages  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
bat  before  all  the  Wisconsin  organizations  had  been  mustered  out.  It  shows  how  many  brave  men 
couiageously  forsook  homes,  firiends  and  the  comforts  of  peaceful  avocations,  offering  their  lives 
in  defense  of  their  country's  honor.  Twenty-two  out  of  every  hundred  either  died,  were  killed  or 
wounded.  Thirteen  out  of  every  hundred  found  a  soldier's  prave,  wliile  only  60  per  cent  of  them 
marched  home  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Monuments  may  crumble,  cities  fall  into  decay,  the  tooth 
of  tine  leave  its  impress  on  all  the  works  of  man,  but  the  memory  of  the  gallant  deeds  of  the 
■my  of  the  Union  in  the  great  war  of  the  rebellion,  in  which  the  sons  of  Wisconsin  bore  so 
conqricuous  n  port,  will  live  in  the  minds  of  men  so  long  as  time  and  civiliied  governments  endure. 
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Tenth  Administration. — Lucirs  Fairchild,  (iovERNOR — 1866-1867. 

The  inauguration  of  the  newly  elected  State  officers  took  place  on  Monday,  January  i, 
1866.  The  legislature,  in  its  nineteenth  regular  session,  convened  on  the  tenth.  H.  D.  fiarroa 
WM  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  **  Union  "  and  "  Republican  *  members  were  in  a 
majority  in  both  branches  of  the  legistature.  "  Our  first  duty,"  said  Governor  Faiiduld  in  his 
message,  "is  to  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  all  His  mercies  during  the  year  that  is  pasf." 
"  The  people  of  no  nation  on  earth."  he  continued,  "  have  greater  cause  to  be  thankful  than 
have  our  people.  The  enemies  of  the  country  have  been  overthrown  in  battle.  The  war  has 
settled  finally  great  questions  at  issae  between  ourselves."  Among  the  joint  resolttticms  passed 
at  this  sessmn  was  one  submitting  the  question  of  a  constitutional  convention  to  frame  a  aev 
constitution  for  the  State,  to  the  people.  The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  twelfth  of  .Aj)ril, 
having  been  in  session  ninety-three  days.  .\t  the  general  election  in  November  of  this  year, 
there  were  elected  t  >  the  Fortieth  congrdss :  H.  E.  Paine,  from  the  first  district;  B.  ¥.  Hopkins, 
from  the  second ;  Amasa  Cobb,  from  the  third ;  C.  A.  Eldredg^  from  the  fourth ;  Philetes  1 
Sawyer,  from  the  fifth,  and  C.  C.  Washburn,  from  the  sixth  district.  All  were  republicans  I 
except  Eldredge,  who  was  elected  as  a  democrat.  The  proposition  for  a  constitutional  oonvea-  1 
tion  was  voted  ujxjn  by  the  jjeople  at  this  election,  but  was  defeated.  i 

The  twentieth  session  of  the  legislature  commenced  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1867.  < 
Angus  Cameron  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The  legislature  was  strongly  "  Repob-  ; 
lican-Union."  The  message  of  Governor  Fairchild  was  read  by  him  in  person,  on  the  tenth. 
On  the  twenty-third,  the  two  houses,  in  joint  <-nnvention,  elected  Timothy  O.  Howe  United 
States  senator  for  the  term  of  six  year.s,  commc-ncing  on  the  fourth  of  March  next  ensuing. 
This  legislature  p  issed  an  act  submitting  to  the  people  at  the  next  Fall  election  an  amendment 
to  section  twenty«one  of  article  four  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  providing  for  paying  a 
salaiy  of  three  hundred  and  fil^y  dollars  to  each  member  of  the  legislature,  instead  of  a  /^r 
//i>m  allowance,  as  previously  given.  A  situ  die  adjournment  took  place  on  the  eleventh  of  Apnl* 
after  a  service  of  ninety-three  days. 

To  provide  for  the  more  efficient  collection  of  license  fees  due  the  State,  an  act,  approved 
on  the  dxf  of  adjournment,  authorised  the  gpvemor  to  appoint  an  agent  of  the  treasury,  to 
superintend  and  enforce  the  collection  of  fees  due  for  licenses  fixed  by  law.  Thb  law  is  stUl  in 
force,  the  agent  holding  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  executive  of  the  State. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  Chief  Justice  Dixon  resigned  his  office  but  was  immediately 
appointed  by  the  govenunr  to  the  same  position.  At  the  election  in  April  following,  associate 
Justice  Cole  was  re-elected,  without  opposition,  for  six  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  January 
following.  On  the  i6th  ot  August,  Associate  Justice  Downer  having  resigned,  Byron  Fiahie  was 
apix>inted  by  the  governor  in  his  place. 

The  republican  State  ticket,  in  the  Fall,  was  elected  over  the  democratic — resulting  in  the 
choice  of  Lucius  Fairchild  for  governor ;  Wyman  Spooner,  for  lieutenant  governor ;  Tboma^ 
S.  Allen,  Jr.,  secretary  of  state;  William  E.Smith,  for  state  treasurer;  Charies  R.  Gill,  for 
attorney  general;  A.J.  Craig,  for  superintendent  of  public  instruction;  Jeremiah  M.  Rusk, 
for  bank  comptroller,  and  Henrj'  Cordier,  for  state  prison  commissioner.  Kxcept  Craig,  all 
these  officers  were  the  former  incumbents.  The  amendment  to  section  ai  of  article  4  of  the 
constitution  of  the  State,  giving  the  members  a  salary  instead  of  a  /er  dim  allowance,  was 
adopted  at  this  election.  As  it  now  stands,  each  member  of  the  legislature  recdves,  for 
his  services,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  and  ten  cents  for  eveiy  mile  he 
travds  in  goins  to  and  returning  from  the  place  of  the  meetings  of  the  legislature,  on  the  ntost 
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usual  route.  In  case  of  any  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  no  additional  compeosatioa  shall 
be  allowed  to  any  member  thereof,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Eleventh  Administration. — Lucius  Fairchild,  Governor  (second  term) — 186S-1869. 

The  Eleventh  Administration  in  Wisconsin  commenced  at  noon  on  the  6th  day  of  January, 
1868.  This  was  the  commencement  of  (iovernor  Fairchild's  second  term.  On  the  eighth  of 
January,  1S68,  began  the  twenty-first  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin.  A.  M. 
Thomson  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.   Of  the  laws  of  a  general  nature  passed  by  this 

legislature,  was  one  abolishing  the  office  of  hank  comptroller,  transferring  his  duties  to  the 
state  treasurer,  and  another  providing  for  the  cstahlishing  of  libraries  in  tin-  various  townships 
of  the  State.  A  visible  effect  was  produced  by  the  constitutional  amendment  allowing  members 
a  salarjr,  in  abreviating  this  session,  though  not  materially  diminishing  the  amount  of  bnstness 
tnnsacted.    A  sine  die  adjournment  took  place  on  tlie  sixth  of  March. 

At  tlie  election  in  April,  1S68,  ("hief  Justice  Dixon  was  chosen  for  the  unexpired  balance  of 
his  own  term,  ending  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1S70.  At  the  same  election,  Byron  Paine 
Was  chosen  associate  justice  for  the  unexpired  balance  of  Associate  Justice  Downer's  term, 
coding  the  ist  day  of  January,  187  a. 

At  the  Fall  election  in  this  year,  republican  electors  were  chosen  over  those  uix)n  the 
democratic  ticket,  for  president  and  vice  president;  and,  as  a  conseipience,  Grant  and  Colfax 
received  the  vote  of  Wisconsin.  Of  the  members  elected  at  the  same  time,  to  the  forty- first 
congress,  all  but  one  were  republicans — Eldredge  being  a  democrat.  The  successful  ticket 
was:  H.  £.  Paine,  from  the  first  district;  B.  F.  Hopkins,  from  the  second;  Aroasa  Cobb,  from 
•  H!  third  ;  C  A  Eldredge.  from  the  fourth ;  Philetus  Sawyer,  fiom  the  fifth,  and  C.  G.  Washburn, 
Trom  the  sixth  district  These  were  all  members,  form  their  respective  districts,  in  the  previous 
wngress — the  only  instance  since  Wisconsm  became  a  State  of  a  re-election  of  uU  the  incum- 
bents. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  January,  1869,  b^«i  the  twenty-sectmd  rq;iilar  session  of  the  State 

Ireislatnre.  A.  M.  Thomson  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  A  very  important  duty 
imposed  upon  both  houses  was  the  election  of  a  United  States  senator  in  the  place  of  James  R. 
r.>oolittle.  The  republicans  having  a  majority  m  the  legislature  on  joint  ballot,  the  ekcilement 
among  the  members  belonging  to  that  party  rose  to  a  high  pitch.  The  candidates  for  nomina- 
tion were  Matthew  H.  Carpenter  and  C.  C  Washburn.  The  contest  was,  up  to  that  time, 
unparalleled  in  Wisconsin  for  the  amount  of  personal  interest  manifested.  Both  gentlemen  had 
a  large  lobby  influence  assembled  at  Madison.  Carpenter  was  successful  before  the  republican 
nominating  convention,  on  the  sixth  ballot.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of  January,  the  two  liouses 
proceeded  to  ratify  the  nomination  by  electing  him  United  States  senator  for  six  years,  from  the 
f  jurth  of  March  following  One  of  the  most  important  transactions  entered  into  by  the  legis- 
lature of  i^^'9  was  the  ratification  of  the  suffrage  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Both  houses  adjourned  sine  die  on  the  eleventh  of  Marcii — a  very  short  session.  At  the 
sptiag  election,  on  the  6ih  of  .\pril,  Luther  S.  Dixon  was  re-elected  without  opposition,  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  for  a  term  of  six  years,  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  next 
ensuing.  In  the  Fall,  both  democnM  and  republicans  put  a  State  ticket  in  the  field  for  the 
fnsuing  election :  the  republicans  were  successful,  electing  Lucius  Fairchild,  governor ;  Thad- 
deus  C.  Pound,  lieutenant  governor;  Llywelyn  Breese,  secretary  of  state ;  Henry  Baetz,  state 
treasurer  ;  S.  S.  Barlow,  attorney  general ;  george  F.  Wheeler,  state  prison  commissioner ; 
lad  A  L.  C»i(^  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  The  office  of  bank  comptroller  expired 
"n  the  3ttt  day  of  December,  1869,  the  duties  of  the  office  being  transferred  to  the  state 
tzeanner. 
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At  this  election,  an  amendment  to  sections  5  and  9  of  article  five  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Sute  was  ratified  and  adopted  by  the  people.  Under  this  amendment,  the  goferoor 
receives,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  an  annual  compensation  of  five  thousand  dollars,  which 
is  in  full  for  all  traveling  or  other  expenses  incident  to  his  duties.  The  lieutenant  governor 
receives,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  an  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

TwKLKTH  Administration. — JyUCius  FAiKCHii.n,  Governor  (third  term) — 1870— 1871. 

On  the  third  of  January,  1870,  commenced  the  twelfth  admmistration  m  Wisconsin,  Gov. 
emor  Fairchild  thus  entering  upon  his  third  term  as  chief  executive  of  the  State ;  the  only 
instance  since  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  of  the  same  person  being  twice 
reflected  to  that  office.  It  was  an  emphatic  reco^ition  of  the  value  of  his  services  in  the 
gubernatorial  chair.  On  the  twelfth  of  January,  the  twenty-third  regular  session  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  commenced  at  Madison.  James  M.  Bingham  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
assembly.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  month,  Governor  Fairchild  recdved  official  information 
that  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  war  claim  of  Wisconsin  upon  the  General  Govern* 
ment  had  been  audited,  considerable  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  having  the  previous  year 
been  allowed.  In  the  month  of  March,  an  energetic  effort  was  made  in  the  legislature,  by 
members  from  Milwaukee,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  from  Madison  to  their  city;  but 
the  project  was  defeated*  by  a  considerable  majority  in  the  assembly  voting  to  postpone  the 
matter  indefinitely.  According  to  section  dght  of  article  one  of  the  constitution,  as  originally 
adopted,  no  person  could  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offense  unless  on  the  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  trrand  jury,  except  in  certain  cases  therein  specified.  The  legislature  of  1869 
proposed  an  amendment  against  the  "  grand  jury  system  "  of  the  constitution,  and  referred  it  to  the 
legislature  of  1870  for  their  approval  or  rejection.  The  latter  took  up  the  proposition  and 
agreed  to  it  by  the  proper  majority,  and  submitted  it  to  the  people  at  the  next  election  for  their 
ratification.  The  situ  die  adjournment  of  both  houses  took  place  on  the  seventeenth  of  March, 
1870.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  previous,  the  mehiber  of  congress  from  the  second  district 
of  the  State,  B.  F.  Hopkins,  died,  and  David  Aiwood,  republican,  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  fifteenth  of  February  following. 

Bariy  in  1870,  was  organised  the  **  Wisconsin  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts  and  Letters."  1^ 
an  act  of  the  legislature  apjiroved  March  16,  of  that  year,  it  was  incorporated,  having  among  its 
specific  objects,  resean  lies  and  investigations  in  the  various  departments  of  the  material,  meta- 
physical, ethical,  eiintological  and  social  sciences;  a  progressive  and  thorough  scientillc  survey 
of  the  State,  with  a  view  of  determining  its  mineral,  agricultural  and  other  resources;  the 
advancement  of  the  useful  arts,  through  the  application  of  scien<2e,  and  by  the  encouragement 
of  original  invention;  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  hy  means  of  honors  and  prizes 
awarded  to  artists  for  original  works  tif  superior  merit;  tlic  fi)rinatioii  of  srientific.  economical 
and  art  mu.seums;  the  encourageiuenl  of  philological  and  historical  research;  the  collection  and 
preservation  of  historic  records,  and  the  formation  of  a  general  library;  and  the  diifusion  of 
knowledge  by  the  [mblication  of  original  contributions  to  science,  literature  and  the  arts.  The 
academy  ha>  already  i)ul>li-.hed  four  volumes  of  transactions,  under  authority  cf  the  State. 

The  fourth  cluiriiable  institution  established  bv  Wisconsin  was  the  "  \orihern  Hospital  for 
the  Insane,"  located  at  Oshkosh,  Winnebago  county.  It  was  auihor)/.ed  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature approved  March  10,  1870.  The  law  governing  the  admission  of  patients  to  this  hospital 
is  the  same  as  to  the  Wisconsin  State  Hospital. 
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On  the  third  day  of  July,  1870,  A.  J.  Craig,  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  died  of 
consamption,  and  Samuel  Fallows  was,  on  the  6th  of  that  moath,  appointed  by  the  governor 
to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  hj  his  death.  The  census  taken  this  year  bgr  the  General  Govern- 
ment, showed  the  population  of  Wisconsin  to  be  over  one  inillion  8ixty4bur  thousand.    At  the 

Fall  election  for  members  to  the  forty-second  congress,  Alexander  Mitchell  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  first  district;  G.  W.  Ilazelton,  the  second;  J.  A.  Barber,  the  third;  C.  A. 
EUiedge,  the  fourth;  Philetns  Sawyer,  the  fifUi;  and  J.  M.  Rusk,  the  sixth  diitriet  Mitchell 
and  Eldredge  were  democrats;  the  residtie  were  republicans.  The  amendment  to  section  8,  of 
article  7  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  abolishing  the  grand  juiy  system  was  ratified  by  a 
large  majority.  Under  it,  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offense  without  due 
proce$>  of  law,  and  no  person,  for  the  same  offense,  shall  be  put  twice  in  jeopardy  of  punishment, 
not  fhill  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself.  All  persons  shall, 
before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  except  for  capital  offenses  when  the  proof  is 
evident  and  the  presumption  great;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended  unless,  when  in  cases  of  re!)ellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Governor  Fairchild,  in  his  lust  annual  message  to  .the  legislature,  delivered  to  that  body  at 
its  twenty-fourth  regular  session  beginning  on  the  eleventh  of  January,  1871,  said  that  Wisconsin 
State  polity  was  so  wisely  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  so  favorable  to  the  growth 
and  prosMcritv  of  the  connnonwealth.  as  to  re<juire  but  few  changes  at  the  hands  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  those  rather  of  detail  than  of  system.  At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  William 
E.  Smith  w.  s  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  A  very  carefully-perfected  measure  of  this 
legislature  was  one  providing  for  the  trial  of  criminal  offenses  on  information,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  Grand  Jury.  A  state  commissioner  of  immigration,  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  was 
provided  for.  Both  bodies  adjourned  sine  Jie  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  March.  On  the  thirteenth 
of  January  preceding.  Associate  Justice  Byro  .  Paine,  of  the  supreme  court,  died;  whereupon 
the  governor,  on  the  aothof  the  same  month,  appointed  in  his  place,  until  the  Spring  election 
«hou1d  be  held,  William  Penn  Lyon.  The  latter,  at  the  election  in  April,  was  chosen  by  the 
people  to  serve  t'  c  unexpired  time  of  Associate  Justice  Paine,  ending  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
nary,  1872.  and  for  a  full  term  of  six  years  from  the  same  date.  On  the  3d  of  .A^jril,  Ole  C 
Johnson  was  appointed  by  the  governor  state  commissioner  of  immigration,  to  serve  until  his 
•successor  at  the  next  general  election  could  be  chosen  by  the  people.  To  the  end  that  the 
jdninistration  of  public  charity  and  correction  dumld  thereafter  be  conducted  upon  sound 
principles  of  economy,  justice  and  humanity,  and  that  the  relations  existing  between  the  State 
indi's  dependent  and  criminal  classes  might  be  better  understood,  there  was,  by  an  act  of  the 
tepslaturc,  approved  March  23,  1871,  a  "state  board  of  charities  and  reform"  created  —  to 
consist  of  five  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State^  the  duties  of  the  members 
being  to  investigate  and  supervise  the  whole  system  of  charitable  and  correctional  institutions 
vipported  by  the  State  or  receiving  aid  from  the  State  treasury,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  in  each  year  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  executive  of  the  State.  I  his  hoard 
Was  thereafter  duly  organized  and  its  members  have  since  re^xtrted  annually  to  the  governor 
their  proceedings  and  the  amount  of  their  expenses,  as  required  by  law. 

The  "  Wisconsin  State  Horticultural  .Society,"  although  previously  organized,  first  under  the 
name  of  the  "  Wisconsin  Fruit  Growers'  .\ssociation,"  was  not  incurixirated  until  the  ;;4th  of 
March,  1871  —  the  object  of  the  society  being  to  improve  the  condition  of  horticulture,  rural 
sdoroment  and  landscape  gardening.  By  a  law  of  1868,  provbion  was  made  for  the  publication 
af  the  sodet/s  transactions  in  connection  with  the  State  agricultural  society;  but  by  the  act 
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of  187 1,  this  law  was  repealed  and  an  appiopriation  made  for  their  yearly  publication  in  separate 
form;  resulting  in  the  issuin^i  up  to  the  present  time,  of  nine  vduma*     The  society  hdds 

annual  meetings  at  Madison. 

At  the  November  election  both  republicans  and  democrats  had  a  full  ticket  for  the  suiTragcs 
of  the  people.  The  republicans  were  successful,  electing  for  governor,  C.  C.  Washburn;  M.  H. 
Pettitt,  for  lieutenant  governor;  Uywelyn  Breese,  for  secretary  of  state ;  Henry  Baets»  for  state 
treasurer ;  Samuel  Fallows,  for  superintendent  of  public  instruction  ;  S.  S.  Barlow,  forattomey 
general ;  G.  F.  Wheeler,  for  state  prison  commissioner ;  and  O.  C.  Johnson,  for  state  commis- 
sioner of  immigratipn.  At  this  election  an  amendment  to  article  four  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  was  ratified  and  adopted  by  the  people.  As  it  now  stands,  the  legislature  is  prtriiQnted 
from  enacting  any  special  or  private  laws  in  the  following  cases :  ist.  For  changing  the  names  of 
persons  or  constituting  one  person  the  heir-at-law  of  another.  2d.  For  laying  out,  opening,  or 
altering  highways,  except  in  cases  of  State  roads  extending  into  more  than  one  county,  and  mili- 
tary roads  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  which  lands  may  be  granted  by  congress.  3d.  For 
authorising  persons  to  keep  ferries  across  streams*  at  points  wholly  within  this  State.  4th.  For 
authwinng  the  sale  or  mortgage  of  real  or  personal  property  of  minors  or  others  under  disability. 
5th.  For  locating  or  clianging  any  county  seat.  6th.  For  assessment  or  collection  of  taxes  or  for 
extending  the  time  for  llic  collection  thereof.  7th.  For  granting  corporate  powers  or  privileges, 
except  to  cities.  8th.  For  authorising  the  apportionment  of  any  part  of  the  school  fund.  ^ih. 
For  Incorporating  any  town  or  village,  or  to  amend  the  charter  thereof.  The  legislature  ^lall 
provide  general  laws  for  the  transaction  of  any  business  that  may  be  prohibited  in  the  forepiing 
cases,  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  uniform  in  their  operation  throughout  the  State. 

Industrially  considered,  the  year  187 1  had  but  little  to  distinguish  it  from  the  average  of 
previous  years  in  the  State,  except  that  the  late  frosts  of  Spring  and  the  drouth  of  Summer  dimin- 
ished somewhat  the  yield  of  certain  crops.  With  the  exception  of  slight  showers  of  only  an  boar 
or  two's  duration,  in  the  month  of  September,  no  rain  fell  in  Wisconsin  from  the  eighth  of  July  to 
the  ninth  of  October — a  period  of  three  months.  The  consequence  was  a  most  calamitous  event 
which  will  render  the  year  1871  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

The  great  drouth  of  the  Summer  and  Fall  dried  up  the  streams  and  swamps  in  Northern 
Wisconsin.  In  the  forests,  the  fallen  leaves  and  underbrush  which  covered  the  ground  became 
very  iunitable.  The  ground  itself,  especially  in  cases  of  alluvia!  or  bottom  lands,  was  so  dry  and 
parched  as  to  burn  readily  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  or  more.  For  many  days  preceding  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  week  in  October  fires  swept  through  the  timbered  country,  and  in  some 
instances  over  prairies  and  "  openings."  Farmers,  saw-mill  owners,  railroad  men  and  all  others 
interested  in  exposed  property,  labored  day  and  night  in  contending  against  the  advance  of 
devouring  fires,  which  were  dcstroyinc,  notwithstandini;  t!ie  ceaseless  energies  of  the  people,  an 
occasional  mill  or  house  and  sweeping  oif.  here  and  tiiere,  I'cnccs,  haystacks  and  barns.  Overthe 
counties  lying  upon  (ireen  bay  and  a  portion  of  those  contiguous  thereto  on  the  south,  southwebi 
and  west,  hung  a  general  gloom.  No  rain  came.  All  energies  were  exhausted  from  fig^tin^ 
(ire."  The  atmosphere  was  every  where  permeated  with  smoke.  The  waters  of  the  bay  and 
even  Lake  Michigan,  in  places,  were  so  enveloi)ed  as  to  render  navigation  difficult  and  in  some 
instances  dangerous.  It  finally  became  very  diftTt  ult  to  travel  upon  hi;.'hways  and  on  railroads. 
Time  drew  on — but  there  came  no  rain.  The  ground  in  very  many  places  was  burned  over. 
Persons  sought  refuge — some  in  excavations  in  the  earth,  others  in  wells. 

The  counties,  of  Oconto,  r>rown,  Kewaunee,  Door,  Manitowoc,  iDutagamie  and  Shawano 
were  all  more  or  less  swept  by  this  besom  of  destruction  ;  hut  in  Oconto  county,  and  for  some 
distance  into  Menomonee  county,  Michigan,  across  the  Menoaionee  river,  on  the  west  shore  of 
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the  bay  and  throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  peninsula, — that  is,  the  territorjr 
lying  between  the  bay  and  Lake  Michigan, — the  fires  were  the  inost  devastating.  The  first  week 
in  October  passed ;  than  came  an  actual  whirlwind  of  fire — ten  or  more  miles  in  width  and  of 
indefinite  length.  The  manner  of  its  progress  was  extraordinary.  It  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of 
prof>erty  and  many  lives.  It  has  been  described  as  a  tempestuous  sea  of  flame,  accompanied  by 
a  most  violent  hurricane,  which  multiplied  the  force  of  the  destructive  element.  Forests,  farm 
imprownents  and  entire  villages  were  consamed.  Men,  women  and  children  perished — awfully 
perished.  Even  those  who  fled  and  sought  refuge  from  the  fire  in  cleared  fields,  in  swamps, 
lakes  and  rivers,  found,  many  of  them,  no  safety  there,  but  were  burned  to  death  or  died  of  su^ 
focation. 

This  dreadful  and  consuming  tire  was  heralded  by  a  sound  likened  to  that  of  a  railroad 
trun— to  the  roar  of  a  wateriall — to  the  noise  of  a  battle  at  a  dbtance.  Not  human  beings 
only,  but  horses,  oxen,  cow^dogs,  swine  —  every  thing  that  had  life— ran  to  escape  the  impend- 
ing destruction.  The  smoke  was  suffocating  and  blinding  ;  the  roar  of  the  tempest  deafening  ; 
the  atmosplicre  scorching.  Children  were  separated  from  their  parents,  and  trampled  upon  by 
crazed  beasts.  Husbands  and  wives  rushed  in  wild  dismay,  they  knew  not  where.  Death  rode 
triamphantly  upon  that  devastating,  fiery  flood.  More  than  one  thousand  men,  women  and 
children  perished.  More  than  three  thousand  were  rendered  destitute utterly  beggared. 
Mothers  were  left  with  fatherless  children  ;  fathers  with  motherless  children.  F-very  where  were 
homeless  orphans.  All  around  lay  suffering,  helpless  humanity,  burned  and  maimed.  Such  was 
the  sickening  spectacle  after  the  impetuous  and  irresistible  wave  of  fire  swept  over  that  portion 
of  the  State.  This  appalling  calamity  happened  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  October.  The  loss  of 
property  has  been  estimated  at  four  million  dollars. 

At  the  tidings  of  this  fearful  visitation,  Governor  Fairchild  hastened  to  the  burnt  district,  to 
assist,  as  much  as  was  in  his  power,  the  distressed  sufferers.  He  issued,  on  the  13th  of  the 
mouth,  a  stirring  appeal  to  the  citiaens  of  Wisconsin,  for  aid.  It  was  promptly  responded  to 
from  all  portions  of  the  State  outside  the  devastated  region.  Liberal  conf  ributions  in  money, 
ctothing  and  provisions  were  sent  —  some  from  other  States,  and  even  from  foreign  countries. 
Northwestern  Wisconsin  also  suffered  severely,  during  these  months  of  drouth,  from  large  fires. 

A  compilation  of  the  public  statutes  of  Wisconsin  was  prepared  during  the  year  187 1,  by 
David  Taylor,  and  published  in  two  volumes,  generally  known  as  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1871. 
It  was  wholly  a  private  undertaking ;  but  the  legislature  authorized  the  secretary  of  state  to 
puchase  five  hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  State,  at  its  regular  session  in  187a. 

TBIRTBEirTH  AOMIMISTltATIOM.  —  C  C  WaSHBURM,  GoVERMOR — 1872-1873. 

The  thirteenth  gubernatorial  administration  in  Wisconsin  commenced  on  Monday,  January 
1, 1872.   The  only  changes  made,  in  the  present  administration  from  the  previous  one,  wens  in 

the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant  governor. 

The  twenty-fifih  regular  session  of  the  legislature  began  on  the  loth  of  January,  with  a 
republican  majority  in  both  houses.  Daniel  Hall  was  elected  speaker  of  the  assembly.  The 
next  day  the  governor  delivered  to  a  joint  convention  of  the  legislature  his  first  annual  message 
—a  lengthy  document,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  general  condition  of  State  affairs.  .  The  recent 
great  conflagrations  were  referred  to,  and  relief  suggested.  The  work  of  this  session  of  the  Leg- 
i^siature  was  peculiarly  difficult,  owing  to  the  many  general  laws  which  the  last  constitutional 
amendment  made  necessary.  The  apportionment  of  the  State  into  new  congressional  districts 
was  another  perplexing  and  onerous  task.  Eight  di&tricts  were  formed  instead  of  six,  as  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  decade.   By  this,  the  fourth  congressional  a^rtionroent,  each  district 
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elects  one  member.  The  first  district  consists  of  the  counties  of  Rock,  Racine,  Kenosha,  Wjl- 
worth,  and  Waukesha;  the  second,  of  Jefferson,  Dane,  Sauk,  and  Columbia;  the  thirds  of  Gram, 
Iowa»  LaFayette,  Green,  Richlandi  and  Crawford ;  the  fourth,  of  Milwaukee,  Ozaukee,  and  Wash, 
ington ;  the  fifth,  of  Dodge,  Fond  du  Lac,  Sheboygan  and  Manitowoc ;  the  sixth,  of  Green  Lake, 
Waushara,  Waupaca,  Outagamie,  Winnebago,  Calumet,  Brown,  Kewaunee  and  Door;  the  sev- 
enth, of  Vernon,  La  Crosse,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Trempealeau,  Buffalo,  Pepin,  Pierce,  St.  Croix,  Eau 
Claire,  and  Clark ;  the  eighth,  of  Oconto,  Shawano,  Portage,  Wood,  Juneau,  Adams,  Marquette, 
Marathon,  Dunn,  Chippewa,  Barron,  Polk,  Burnett,  Bayfield,  Douglas,  and  Ashland.  To  this 
district  have  sinM  beoi  added  the  new  counties  of  Lincoln,  Taylor,  Price,  Marinette  and  New. 

After  a  session  of  seventy-seven  days,  the  legislature  finished  its  work,  adjourning  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  Match.  At  the  ensuing  November  election,  the  republican  ticket  for  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  d  the  United  States  was  sucoeasfiil.  The  ten  idectors  chosen  cast  their 
votes  in  the  electoral  college  for  Grant  and  Wilson.  In  the  eigh^  congressional  districts,  six 
republicans  and  two  democrats  were  elected  to  the  forty-third  congress;  the  last  mentioned 
from  the  fourth  and  fifth  districts.  C.  G.  Williams  represented  the  first  district;  G.  W.  Hazel- 
ton  the  second;  J.  Allen  Barber  the  third;  Alexander  Mitchell  the  fourth;  C.  A.  Eldredge  the 
fifth ;  Philetus  Sawyer  the  muh ;  J.  M.  Rusk  the  seventh ;  and  A.  G.  McDill  the  eighth  district 

Throughout  Wisoonsm,  as  in  all  portions  of  the  Union  outside  the  State,  a  singular  pesd- 
lence  prevailed  among  horses  in  the  months  of  November  and  December,  187-i,  very  few  escap* 
ing.  Horses  kept  in  warm,  well  ventilated  stables,  avoiding  currents  of  air,  with  little  or  no 
medicine,  and  fed  upon  nutritious  and  laxative  food,  soon  recovered.  Although  but  few  died, 
yet  die  loss  to  the  State  was  considerable,  especially  in  villages  and  cities,  resulting  from  the  diii> 
cul^  to  substitute  other  animals  in  the  place  of  the  horse  during  the  continuance  of  the  disease. 

The  twenty-sixth  regular  session  of  the  State  legislature  commenced  on  the  eighth  day  of 
January,  1873,  with  a  republicati  majority  in  both  houses.  Henry  D.  Barron  was  elected 
speaker  of  the  assembly.  On  the  ninth,  Governor  Washburn's  message  —  his  second  annual 
one — was  delivered  to  the  two  bouses.  It  opened  with  a  brief  refarence  to  the  abimduit  r«tnns 
from  agricultural  pursuits,  to  the  developments  of  the  industries  of  the  state,  to  the  advance  in 
manufacturing,  to  the  rapid  extension  in  railways,  and  to  the  general  and  satisfactory  progress  in 
education,  throughout  Wisconsin.  He  followed  with  several  recommendations — claiming  that 
"many  vast  and  overshadowing  corporations  in  the  United  States  are  justly  a  source  of  alarm," 
and  that  '*-the  legislature  can  not  scan  too  closely  every  measure  diat  should  come  before  it 
which  proposed  to  give  additional  rights  and  privileges  to  the  railways  of  the  state."  He  also 
recommended  that  the  "  granting  of  passes  to  the  class  of  state  officials  who,  through  their  public 
office,  have  power  to  confer  or  withhold  benefits  to  a  railroad  company,  be  prohibited."  The 
message  was  favorably  commented  upon  by  the  press  of  the  state,  of  all  parties.  "  If  Governor 
Washburn,"  says  one  of  the  opposition  papers  of  his  administration,  "  is  not  a  great  statesman, 
he  is  certainly  not  a  small  politidan."  One  of  the  first  measures  of  this  legislature  was  the  ekc> 
tion  of  United  States  senator,  to  fill  the  place  of  Timothy  O.  Howe,  whose  term  of  office  would 
expire  on  the  fourth  of  March  next  ensuing  On  the  twenty-second  of  January  the  two  houses 
met  in  joint  convention,  when  it  was  announced  that  by  the  previous  action  of  the  senate  and 
assembly,  Timothy  O.  Howe  was  again  elected  to  that  office  for  the  term  of  six  years.  On  the 
twentieth  of  Mardi,  the  legislature  adjourned  MMe  die^  after  a  session  of  seventy-two  days. 

Milton  H.  Pettitt,  the  lieutenant  governor,  died  on  the  23d  day  of  March  foUo'ving  the 
adjournment.  By  this  sudden  and  unexpected  death,  the  State  lost  an  upright  aod  conscientious 
public  officer. 
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Among  the  important  arts  passed  by  this  legislature  was  one  providing  for  a  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  State,  to  be  begun  in  Ashland  and  Douglas  counties,  and  completed  within  luur  years, 
hy  a  chief  geologist  and  four  assistants,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  appropriating  for  the 
trork  an  annual  payment  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  An  act  providing  for  a  geological  survey, 
of  the  State,  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  approved  March  25,  1853,  authorized  the  governor  to 
appoint  a  state  geologist,  who  was  to  select  a  suitable  jjerson  as  assistant  geologist.  Their 
duties  were  to  make  a  geological  and  mineralogical  survey  of  the  State.  Under  this  law  Edward 
Daniels,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1853,  was  appointed  state  geologist,  superseded  on  the  zath 
day  of  August,  1854,  by  James  G.  Pcrcival,  who  died  in  office  on  the  2d  of  May,  1856,  at  Hasel 
Green.  Bv  an  act  approved  March  3,  1857,  Jaraes  Hall,  Ezra  Carr  and  Edward  Daniels  were 
appointed  by  the  legislature  geological  commissioners.  By  an  act  approved  April  2,  r86o,  Hall 
was  made  principal  of  the  commission.  The  survey  was  interrupted  by  a  repeal,  March  21, 1863, 
of  ptevions  laws  promoting  it.  However,  to  complete  the  survey,  the  matter  was  reinstated  by 
the  act  of  this  legislature,  approved  March  29,  the  governor,  under  Uiat  act,  appointing  as  chief 
geologist  Increase  A.  Lapham,  .April  10,  1S73. 

.■\nother  act  changed  the  management  of  the  state  prison  —  providing  for  the  appointment 
bjr  the  governor  of  three  directors ;  one  for  two  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  six  years, 
io  place  of  a  state  prison  commissioner,  who  had  been  elected  by  the  people  every  two  years, 
abng  with  other  officers  of  the  Stale. 

At  the  Spring  election,  Orsamus  Cole,  who  had  been  eighteen  years  upon  the  bench,  was 
re-elected,  without  opposition,  an  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  for  a  term  of  six  years 
from  the  first  Monday  in  January  following.  The  two  tickets  m  the  field  at  the  Fall  electium 
were  the  republican  and  the  people's  reform.  The  latter  was  successful ;  the  pditical  scepter 
pissing  out  of  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  after  a  supremacy  in  the  State  continuing  unbroken 
since  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  administration,  when  A.  W.  Randall  (governor  for  a  second 
term)  and  the  residue  of  the  State  otficers  were  elected  —  all  republicans. 

The  general  success  among  the  cultivators^of  the  soil  throughout  the  state  during  the  year, 
notwithstMiding  "the  crisis,"  was  marked  and  satisfactory;  but  the  financial  disturbances  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  Fall  and  the  first  part  of  the  Winter,  resulted  in  a  general  depreciation  of 
prices. 

FOURTKKNTH  ADMINISTRATION.  —  WiLUAM  K.  TaYLOR,  GoVBRNOR — 1874-75. 

The  fourteenth  administration  of  Wisconsin  commenced  at  noon  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day 
of  January,  1874,  by  the  inauguration  of  William  R.  Taylor  as  governor;  Charles  D,  Parker, 
lieutenant  governor;  Peter  Doyle,  secretary  of  state;  Ferdinand  Kuehn,  state  treasurer; 
A.  Scott  Sloan,  attorney  general;  Edward  Searing,  superintendent  of  public  instruction; 
nd  Martin  J.  Argard,  state  commissioner  of  immigration.  These  officers  were  not 
dected  by  any  distinctive  political  party  as  such,  but  as  the  representatives  of  a  new 
pcliiiral  organization,  including  "all  Democrats,  Liberal  Republicans,  and  other  electors 
of  Wisconsin,  friendly  to  genuine  reform  through  equal  and  imiiartial  legislation,  honesty 
is  oflice,  and  rigid  economy  in  the  administration  of  affairs."  Among  the  marked  characteristics 
of  the  platform  agreed  upon  by  the  convention  nominating  the  above>mentioned  ticket  was  a 
drrlaration  by  the  members  that  they  would  "  vote  for  no  candidate  for  office  whose  nomination 
■  t'lr-  fr\iit  of  his  own  importunity,  or  of  a  corrupt  combination  among  partisan  leaders  ;" 
mother,  "  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  over  corporations  of  its  own  creation  shall  be  sacredly 
Rspected,  to  the  foil  extent  of  protecting  the  people  against  every  form  of  monopoly  or  estor* 
ttoo,**  not  denying,  however,  an  encoura^ment  to  wholesome  enterprise  on  the  part  of  aggre- 
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gated  capital — this  "plank  "  having  special  reference  to  a  long  series  of  alleged  grievance! 
assumed  to  have  been  endured  by  the  people  on  account  of  discriminations  m  cailroad  chu|^ 
and  a  consequent  burdensome  taxation  upon  labor— especially  upon  the  agricultural  industry  of 

the  State. 

The  twenty-seventh  regular  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature  commenced  at  Madison  on 
the  fourteenth  of  jfanuaiy.  The  two  houses  were  politically  antagonistic  in  their  majorities;  the 
senate  was  republican,  white  the  assembly  had  a  "reform"  majority.   In  the  latter  branch, 

Gabriel  Bouck  w  as  elected  speaker.  Governor  Taylor,  on  the  fifteenth,  met  the  legislature  in . 
joint  convention  and  delivered  his  message.  "  An  era,"  said  he,  "of  apjiarent  prosperity  without 
parallel  in  the  previous  history  of  the  nation,  has  been  succeeded  by  fmancial  reverses  affecting 
all  classes  of  industry,  and  largely  modifying  the  standard  of  values.*'  **  Accompanying  these 
financial  disturbances,"  added  the  govemor»  '*  has  come  an  imperative  demand  from  the  people 
for  a  purer  politin!  morality,  a  more  equitable  apportionment  of  the  burdens  and  Uessingsof 
government,  and  a  more  rigid  economy  in  the  adniiui.stration  of  public  affairs." 

Among  the  important  acts  passed  by  this  legislature  was  one  generally  known  as  the 
^  Potter  Law,"  from  the  circumstance  of  the  bill  being  introduced  by  Robert  L.  D.  Potter,  sen* 
ator,  representing  the  twenty-fifth  senatorial  district  of  the  state.  The  railroad  companies  for 
a  number  of  years  had,  as  before  intimated,  been  complained  of  by  the  people,  who  charged  them 
with  unjust  discriminations  and  exorbitantly  high  rates  for  the  transportation  of  [lassengers  and 
merchandize.  All  the  railroad  charters  were  granted  by  acts  at  different  times  of  the  State  leg- 
islature, under  the  constitution  which  declares  that  "corporations  niay  be  formed  under  general 
laws,  but  shall  not  be  created  by  a  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes  and  in  cases 
where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  legislature,  the  objects  of  the  corporations  can  not  be  attained 
under  general  laws.  All  general  laws,  or  special  acts,  enacted  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  may  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legislature  at  any  time  after  their  passage."  The 
complaints  of  the  people  seem  to  have  remained  unheeded,  resulting  in  the  passage  cf  the 
"Potter  Law."  This  law  limited  the  compensation  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  classi- 
fied freight,  and  regulated  prices  for  its  transportation  within  the  State.  It  also  required  the 
governor  on  or  before  the  first  of  May,  1874,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  to  appoint 
three  railroad  commissioners ;  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years, 
whose  terms  of  office  should  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  and  that  the  governor, 
theseafter,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  of  each  year,  should  appoint  one  commissioner  for  three 
years.  Under  this  law,  the  governor  appointed  J.  H.  Osborn,  for  three  years;  Geori^e  H.  Paul, 
for  two  years;  and  J.  W.  Hoyt,  for  one  year.  Under  executive  direction,  this  commission  inau- 
gurated its  labors  by  compiling,  classifying,  and  putting  into  convenient  form  for  public  use  for 
die  first  time,  all  the  railroad  legislation  of  the  State. 

At  the  outset  the  two  chief  railroad  corporations  of  the  State — the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
St.  Paul,  and  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern — served  formal  notice  upon  the  governor  of  ^^  is- 
consin  tliat  they  would  not  respect  the  provisions  of  the  new  railroad  law.  Under  his  oalli  of 
office,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  State,  it  was  the  duty  of  Governor  Taylor  to  expedite 
all  such  measures  as  should  be  resolved  upon  by  the  legislature,  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfullv  executed.  No  alternative,  therefore,  was  le*"!  the  chief  exeruti\  e  but  to  enforce  the 
law  by  all  the  means  placed  in  his  hands  for  that  purpose.  He  promptly  responded  to  the  noti- 
fication of  the  railroad  companies  by  a  proclamation,  dated  May  i,  1874,  in  which  he  enjoined 
compliance  with  the  statute,  declaring  that  all  the  functions  of  his  office  would  be  exercised  in 
faithfully  executing  the  laws,  and  invokLg  the  aid  of  all  good  citizens  thereto.  "The  law  of  the 
land,"  said  Governor  Taylor,  "must  be  respected  and  obeyed."  "  While  none,"  continued  he^ 
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**  are  so  weak  as  to  be  without  Us  protection,  none  are  so  strong  as  to  be  above  its  restraints.  If 
prefvuions  of  the  Unr  be  deemed  oppressive,  resistance  to  its  mandates  will  not  abate,  (rat  rather 

multiply  the  anticipated  evils."  ''It  is  the  right,"  he  added,  "of  all  to  test  its  validity  through 
the  constituted  channels,  but  with  that  right  is  coupled  the  duty  of  yielding  a  general  ot)edience 
to  its  requirements  until  it  has  been  pronounced  invalid  by  competent  authority." 

The  railroad  companies  claimed  not  merely  the  unoonstitutioDality  of  the  law,  but  that  iti 
enibrcement  would  bankrupt  the  companies,  and  suspend  the  operation  of  their  lines.  The 
.ivsrnor,  in  reply,  pleaded  the  inviolability  of  his  oath  of  office  and  his  pledged  faith  to  the  people. 
The  result  was  an  appeal  to  the  courts,  in  which  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  its  governor, 
was  compelled  to  confront  an  array  of  the  most  formidable  legal  talent  of  the  countr}'.  Upon 
the  result  in  Wisconsin  depended  the  vitality  of  much  similar  legislation  in  neighboring  Slates, 
and  Governor  Taylor  and  his  associate  representatives  of  State  authority  were  thus  compelled 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  a  controversy  of  national  extent  and  consequence.  The  contention  extended 
both  to  State  :  nd  United  States  courts,  the  main  question  involved  being  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  State  over  corporations  of  its  own  creation.  In  all  respects,  the  State  was  fully 
sustained  in  its  position,  and,  ultimately,  judgments  were  rendered  against  the  corporations  in 
all  the  State  and  federal  courts,  including  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  estab- 
lishing finally  the  complete  and  absolute  power  of  the  people, through  the  legislature,  to  modify 
or  altogether  repeal  the  charters  of  corix>rations. 

Another  act  of  the  se»bn  of  1874  abolished  the  oifice  of  State  commissioner  of 
tioo,  "on  and  after"  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1S76.   The  l^slatnre  adjourned  on  the 
twelfth  of  March,  1874,  after  a  session  of  fifty-eight  days. 

The  office  of  state  prison  commissioner  having,  by  operation  of  law,  become  vacant  on  the 
Sfth  day  of  January,  1874,  the  governor,  on  the  twenty-third  of  that  month,  ap[x>intcd  lor  State 
pnson  directors,  Joel  Rich,  for  tw  >  years ;  William  E.  Smith,  for  four  years ;  and  Nelson  Dewey, 
fi>r  six  years :  these  to  take  the  place  of  that  officer. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  June,  Chief  Justice  Dixon,  whose  temi  of  office  would  have  expired  on 
the  first  Monday  in  J anuar)',  1876,  resigned  his  seat  \ii>on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court, 
Governor  Taylor  ap]K)inting  Edward  (j.  Ryan  in  his  place  until  his  successor  should  be  elected 
ind  qualified.  At  the  November  election  of  this  year,  the  members  chosen  to  the  forty-fourth 
congress  were  —  Charles  G.  Williams,  from  the  first  district;  Lttcian  B.  Caswell,  from  the 
secend;  Henry  S.  Magoon,  from  the  third ;  William  Pitt  l.ynde.  from  the  fourth;  Samuel  D. 
Burchard,  from  the  fifth;  A.  M.  Kimball,  from  the  sixth;  Jeremiah  .M.  Rusk,  from  the  seventh, 
and  George  W.  Gate,  from  the  eighth  district.  Lynde,  Burchard  and  Gate  were  "  reform ; "  the 
lesidue  were  republican. 

At  the  same  election,  an  amendment  to  section  3  of  article  1 1  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  was  dtily  ratified  and  adopteil  by  the  people.  Under  this  section,  as  it  now  stands,  it  is 
tile  duty  of  the  legislature,  and  they  are  by  it  empowered,  to  provide  for  the  organization  of 
cities  and  incorporated  villages,  and  to  restrict  their  power  of  taxation,  assessment,  borrowing 
amey,  contracting  debts,  and  loaning  their  credit,  so  as  to  prevent  abuses  in  assessments  and 
Uxation,  and  in  contracting  debts,  by  such  municipal  corporations.  No  county,  city,  town, 
^"lUgc,  school  district,  or  other  municip*  "orporation,  shall  be  allowed  to  become  indebted  in 
'tty  manner,  or  for  any  purpose,  to  a**  .^unt,  including  existing  indebtedness  in  the  aggregate, 
etteeding  five  per  centum  on  the  vai  .e  of  the  taxable  property  therein,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
bst  assessment  for  State  and  county  taxes  prevbus  to  the  incurring  of  such  indebtedness.  Any 
'bounty,  city,  town,  village,  school  district,  or  other  municipal  corixiration,  incurring  any  indebt- 
cdaesa  as  aforesaid,  shall,  before,  or  at  the  time  of  doing  so,  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct 
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annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt  as  it  falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge 
the  principal  thereof  within  twenty  years  from  the  time  of  contracting  the^ame. 

In  1873,  the  first  appropriation  for  fish  culture  in  Wisconsin  was  made  by  the  legalature, 
object  to  the  direction  of  the  Uiuted  States  commissioner  of  fisheries.  In  1874,  a  further  sm 
was  appropriated,  and  the  governor  of  the  State  authorized  to  appoint  three  commissioners, 
whose  duties  were,  upon  receiving  any  spavvn  or  fish,  by  or  through  the  United  States  commis- 
sioner of  fi^h  and  fisheries,  to  immediately  place  such  spawn  in  the  care  of  responsible  pisci- 
culturists of  the  State,  to  be  hatched  and  distributed  in  the  different  waters  in  and  sunoun^ng 
'Wisconsin.  Two  more  members  have  since  been  added  by  law  to  the  commission;  their  labors 
have  been  much  extended,  and  liberal  appropriations  made  to  furtlier  the  object  they  have  in 
view — with  flattering  prospects  of  their  finally  being  able  to  stock  the  streams  and  lakes  of  the 
State  with  the  best  varieties  of  food  fish. 

The  year  1874,  in  Wisconsin,  was  chamcterixed  as  one  of  general  prosperity  among  fiumen, 
excepting  the  growers  of  wheat.  The  crop  of  that  cereal  was  light,  and,  in  places,  entirdy 
destroyed  by  the  chinch-hug.  As  a  consequence,  considerable  dejiression  e.xisted  in  business  in 
the  wheat-growing  districts.  Trade  and  commerce  continued  throughout  the  year  at  a  low  ebb, 
the  direct  result  of  the  monetary  crisis  of  1873. 

The  legislature  commenced  its  twenty-eighth  regular  session  on  the  thirteenth  of  Januaiy, 
1875,  with  a  republican  majority  in  both  houses.  F.  W.  Horn  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
assembly.  The  governor  delivered  his  message  in  person,  on  the  fourteenth,  to  the  two  houses. 
"Thanking  (loil  for  all  His  mercies,"  are  his  opening  words,  "  1  congratulate  you  that  order  and 
peace  reign  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  State.  Our  material  prosperity  has  not 
fulfilled  our  anticipations  But  let  us  remember  that  we  bear  no  burden  of  finandal  depieswm 
not  common  to  all  the  States,  and  that  the  penalties  of  folly  are  the  foundation  of  wisdmn."  In 
regard  to  the  "  Potter  Law."  the  governor  said,  "  It  is  not  my  opinion  that  this  law  expressed  ihc 
best  judgment  of  the  legislature  which  enacted  it.  While  the  general  principles  upon  which  ii 
is  founded  command  our  unqualified  approbation,  and  can  never  be  surrendered,  it  must  be 

conceded  that  the  law  is  defective  in  some  of  its  details  The  great  object  sought  to  be 

accomplished  by  our  people," continued  the  speaker,  "is  not  the  management  of  railroad  propectjr 
by  f lienisel ves,  but  to  prevent  its  mismanagement  by  others."  Concerning  the  charge  that  ' 
Wi'^(  onsin  was  warring  upon  railways  within  her  limits,  the  governor  added,  "  She  has  never 
proi)03ed  such  a  war.  •  She  proposes  none  now.  She  asks  only  honesty,  justice  and  the  peace  of 
mutual  good  will.  To  all  men  concerned,  her  people  say  in  sincerity  and  in  truth  that  eveiy 
dollar  invested  in  our  State  shal!  !>c  lawfully  entitled  to  its  just  protection,  whencesoever  the 
danger  comes.  In  demanding  justice  for  all,  the  State  will  deny  justice  to  none.  In  forbidding 
mismanagement,  the  State  wilt  impose  no  restraints  upon  any  ma.iagement  that  is  li  nest  and 
just.  In  this,  the  moral  and  hereditary  instincts  of  our  people  furnish  a  stronger  bond  of  good 
faith  than  the  judgments  of  courts  or  the  obligations  of  paper  constitutions.  Honest  capital 
may  be  timid  and  easily  frightened;  yet  it  is  more  certain  to  seek  investment  among  a  people 
whose  laws  are  at  all  times  a  shield  for  the  weak  and  a  reliance  for  the  strong  —  where  the 
wholes  )me  restraints  of  judicious  legislation  are  felt  alike  by  the  exalted  and  the  humble,  the 
rich  and  the  poor." 

The  first  important  business  to  be  transacted  by  this  legislature  was  the  dection  of  a  United 

States  senator,  as  the  terra  for  which  M.  H  Carpenter  had  I  con  elected  would  expire  on  the 
fourth  of  March  cnsuinc;.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  matter,  not  only  in  the  two 
houses,  but  throughout  the  State.    There  was  an  especial  reason  for  this;  for,  although  the  then 
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incunbent  was  a  candidate  for  re>«lection,  with  a  republican  majority  in  the  legislature,  yet  it 
vasweQ  known  that  enough  members  of  that  party  were  pledged,  before  the  commencement  of 
tbesesrion,  tOTOteagainttHm,  totecuie  Ms  defeat,  should  they  stand  firm  to  their  pledges. 
The  republicans  met  in  caucus  and  nominated  Carpenter  for  re-election;  but  the  recalcitrant 
members  held  themselves  aloof.  Now,  according  to  usual  precedents,  a  nomination  by  the  domi- 
anit  party  was  equtvalenc  to  an  election;  not  so,  however, in  this  case,  notwithstanding  the  frwnda 
nominee  f^lt  sangnine  of  his  election  in  the  end.  The  result  of  the  first  ballot,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  January,  was,  in  the  senate,  thirteen  for  the  republican  candidate;  in  the 
assembly,  forty-six  votes,  an  aggregate  of  only  fifty-nine.  He  lacked  four  votes  in  the  assembly 
and  an  equal  number  in  the  senate,  of  having  a  majority  i.i  each  house.  On  the  twenty-seventh, 
the  two  houses,  in  joint  convention,  hiving  met  to  compare  the  record  of  the  voting  the  day 
prnioQs,  and  it  appearing  that  no  one  person  had  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  each  house 

United  States  senator,  they  proret-dcd  to  their  first  joint  ballot.  The  result  was,  no  election. 
T'le  balloting  w.is  continued  eac  h  day,  until  the  third  of  February,  when,  on  the  eleventh  joint 
trill,  Angus  Cameron,  of  LaOossc,  having  received  sicxty-eight  votes,  to  Carpenter  s  fifty-nine, 
with  five  scattering,  was  declared  elected. 

As  in  the  previous  session  so  in  this, — one  of  the  most  absorbing  subjects  before  the  legisla- 
tnrc  was  that  of  railroads;  the  "  Potter  Law"  receiving  a  due  share  of  attention  in  both  houses. 
The  result  was  an  amendment  in  some  important  particulars  without  changing  the  right  of  State 
control :  rates  were  modified.  The  law  as  amended  was  more  favorable  to  the  railroad  compa- 
nws  and  was  regarded  as  a  compromise.  The  legislature  adjourned  titie  die  on  the  6th  of  March. 
This  was  t!ie  shortest  session  ever  held  in  the  State  except  one  of  twenty-five  years  previous. 

On  the  i6th  of  February,  O.  W  Wight  was  appointed  by  the  governor  chief  geologist  of 
Wisconsin,  in  place  of  I.  A.  Lapham,  whose  appointment  had  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate. 
On  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  J.  VV.  Hoyt  was  appointed  railroad  commissioner,  for  three 
|cara  from  the  first  day  of  May  following,  on  which  day  his  one-year  term  in  the  same  office  would 
expire.  .\t  the  regular  Spring  election  on  the  6th  of  .\pril  following,  Edward  G.  Ryan  was 
elected,  without  opposition,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for  the  unexpired  term  of  Chief 
Justice  Dixon,  ending  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1876,  and  for  a  full  term  of  six  years  from 
Ae  last  mentioned  date;  so  that  his  present  term  of  office  will  expire  on  the  ist  Monday  in  Jan- 
ttrr,  t88a.  An  act  providing  for  taking  the  census  of  Wisconsin  on  or  before  the  zst  of  July, 
t875,  was  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approved  the  4th  of  March  pi evious.  It  required  an 
raumeration  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  State  excej)!  Indians,  who  were  not  entitled  to  the  right 
of  suffrage.  The  result  of  this  enumeration  gave  a  total  population  to  Wisconsm  of  one  million 
teo  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

At  the  November  dection,  republican  and  ** reform'*  tickets  were  in  the  field  for  State 
officers,  resulting  in  the  success  of  the  latter,  except  as  to  governor.  For  this  office  Harrison 
Lndington  was  chosen  by  a  majority,  accordmg  to  the  Stale  board  of  canvassers,  over  William 
R.  Taylor,  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-one.  The  rest  of  the  candidates  elected  were :  Charles 
D. Parker,  lieutenant  governor;  Petet  Doyle,  secretary *of  state;  Ferdinand  Kuehn,  treasurer 
of  state,  A.  Scott  Sloan,  attorney  general;  and  Edward  Seanng,  superintendent  of  public 
instruction.  The  art  abolishing  the  oflice  of  state  commissioner  of  immigration  was  to  take 
effect  *'on  and  after"  the  close  of  this  administration ;  so,  01  course,  no  person  was  voted  for  to 
fll  that  position  at  the  Fall  election  of  1875. 

During  this  administration  the  principle  involved  m  a  long-pending  controversy  between  the 
^tate  and  Minnesota  relating  to  valuable  harbor  privileges  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  was  suc> 
cessiaUy  and  finally  settled  in  favor  of  Wisconsin.   The  influence  of  the  executive  was  largely 


Digitized  by  Google 


104 


HISTORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 


instrumental  in  initiating  a  movement  which  resulted  in  securing  cmgfesnolial.  appropriailons 

amounting  to  $800,000  to  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river  improvement.  A  change  was  inaugu- 
rated in  the  whole  system  of  limber  agencies  over  State  and  railroad  lands,  by  which  the  duties  oi 
agents  were  localized,  and  efficiency  was  so  well  established  that  many  imporunt  trespasses  were 
.brought  to  light  from  which  over  |6opoo  in  penalties  was  collected  and  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
while  as  much  more  was  subsequently  realized  from  settlements  agreed  upon  and  proceedings 
instituted.  By  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  the  governor  an  unsettled  printing  claim  of  nearly 
.a  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  met  and  defeated  in  the  courts.  During  this  period  also  appro- 
priations were  cut  down,  and  the  rate  of  taxation  diminished.  Governor  Taylor  bestowed  unre- 
roittittg  personal  attention  to  details  of  business  with  a  view  of  pronu^ng  the  public  interests 
with  strict  economy,  while  his  countenance  and  support  was  extended  to  all  legitimate  enter- 
prises. He  required  the  Wisconsin  Central  railroad  company  to  irivc  substantial  assurance  tha: 
it  would  construct  a  branch  line  from  Stevens  Point  to  Portage  City  as  contemplated  by  congress, 
before  issuing  certificates  for  its  land  grants. 

The  closing  year  of  the  century  of  our  national  existence— 1875,  was  one  somewhat  disconr. 
aging  to  certain  branches  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wisconsin.  The  previous  Winter  had 
been  an  unusually  severe  one.  A  greater  breadth  of  corn  was  planted  than  in  any  previf)ii>;  year 
in  the  State,  but  the  unusually  late  season,  followed  by  frosts  in  August  and  September,  entuely 
ruined  thousands  of  acres  of  that  staple. 

Fifteenth  .\i>ministration. — Harribon  Ludincton,  Governor — 1876-1877. 

The  fifteenth  administration  of  Wisconsin  commenced  at  noon  on  Monday,  January  3.  i8;6 
by  the  inauguration  of  State  officers — Harrison  Ludington,  as  previously  stated,  having  been 
elected  upon  the  republican  ticket,  to  fin  tiie  chief  executive  office  of  the  State ;  the  others,  to 
the  residue  of  the  offices,  upon  the  demociatic  reform  ticket:  the  governor,  like  three  of  his 
predecessors — Farwell,  Bashford,  and  Randall  (first  term) — having  been  chosen  by  a  majority 
less  than  one  thousand  ;  and,  like  two  of  his  predecessors — Farwell  and  Bashford — when  all  the 
other  State  officers  differed  with  him  in  politics. 

The  twenty-ninth  regular  session  of  the  legislature  oi  Wisconsin  began  on  the  x2th  of  Jano> 
ary,  1876,  at  Madison.  The  republicans  were  in  the  majority  in  both  houses.  Samuel  S. 
Fifield  was  elected  speaker  of  tlie  assembly.  On  the  13th,  Governor  Ludington  delivered  in 
person,  to  a  joint  convention  of  that  body,  his  message,  communicating  the  condition  of  affairs  of 
the  State,  and  recommending  such  matters  for  the  consideration  of  the  legislators  as  were  thought 
expedient :  it  was  brief ;  its  style  condensed ;  its  striking  peculiarity,  a  manly  frankness.  **  It  is 
not  the  part  of  wisdom/'  said  he,  in  his  concluding  remarks,  **to  disguise  the  fact  that  the  people 
of  this  State,  in  common  with  those  of  all  sections  of  the  Union,  have  suffered  some  abatement  of 
the  prosperity  that  they  have  enjoyed  in  the  past.''  "We  have  entered,"  he  continued,  "upon 
the  centennial  of  our  existence  as  an  independent  nation.  It  is  fit  that  we  should  renew  the  spirit 
in  which  the  Republic  had  its  birth,  and  our  determination  that  it  shall  endure  to  fulfill  the  great 
purposes  of  its  existence,  and  to  justify  the  noble  sacrifices  of  its  founders."  The  legislature 
adjourned  iiin^  <//>  on  the  14th  of  March,  1876,  after  a  session  of  sixty-three  days.  The  chief 
measures  of  the  session  were;  The  amendment  of  the  railroad  laws,  maintaining  salutary  restric- 
tions while  modifying  those  features  which  were  cripplipg  and  crushing  an  important  interest  of 
the  State ;  and  the  apportionment  of  the  State  into  senate  and  assembly  districts.  It  is  a  pro- 
visbn  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  that  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  assembly  shall 
never  be  less  than  fifty-four,  nor  more  than  one  hundrt-d  ;  and  that  the  senate  shall  consist  of  a 
number  not  more  than  one-third  nor  less  than  one-lourih  of  the  number  of  the  members  of  the 
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assembly.  Since  the  year  1862,  the  aggregate  allotted  to  both  bouses  had  been  one  hundred  and 
^rtjr-tbree,  the  maxiraum  allowed  by  the  constitution;  one  hundred  in  the  aaiembly  and  thirty- 
Ihree  in  the  senate.  The  number  of  this  representation  was  not  diminished  by  the  apportion- 
ment of  1876.  One  of  the  railroad  laws  abolished  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners,  oon&r- 
riag  its  duties  upon  a  railroad  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  every  two  years. 
Under  this  law.  DanaC.  J^amb  was  appointed  to  that  office,  on  the  loth  of  March,  1876.  On  the 
sd  day  of  February,  previous,  George  W.  Bitrehard  was  by  die  governor  appointed  state  prison 
diiector  for  six  years,  in  place  of  Jod  Rich,  whose  term  of  office  had  expired.  On  the  same  day 
T.  C.  Chamberlin  was  appointed  chief  geologist  of  Wisconsin  in  place  of  O.  W.  Wight. 

The  application  of  Miss  Lavinia  Goodcll,  for  admission  to  the  bar  of  Wisconsin,  was 
rejected  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  at  its  January'  term,  1S76.  We  can  not  but  think," 
jad  Chief  Justice  Ryan,  in  the  decree  of  refusal,  **  we  can  not  but  think  the  common  law  wise 
in  excluding  women  from  the  profession  of  the  law,"  "The  profession,"  he  added,  "enters 
largely  into  the  well-lieing  of  society,  and,  to  be  honoral)ly  filled,  and  safely  to  society,  exacts 
the  devotion  of  life.  The  law  of  nature  destines  and  qualifies  the  female  sex  for  the  bearing 
and  nurture  of  the  children  of  our  race,  and  for  the  custody  of  the  homes  of  the  world,  and 
thdr  maintenance  in  love  and  honor.  And  all  lifelong  callings  of  women  inconsistent  with 
these  radical  and  social  duties  of  their  sex,  as  is  the  profession  of  the  law,  are  departures  from 
the  order  of  Nature,  and,  when  voluntary,  are  treason  against  it."  By  a  law  since  passed,  no 
peison  can  be  denied  admission  to  any  court  in  the  State  on  account  of  sex;  and  Miss  Goodell 
bss  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Gomt. 

By  an  act  of  the  l^slature,  approved  March  13,  t9ff6,  a  5tate  board  of  hejdth  was  estab- 
lished, the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  vital  statistics,  was  provided  for,  and  certain 
duties  were  assigned  to  local  boards  of  health.  The  State  board  was  organized  soon  after; 
the  governor  having  previously  appointed  seven  persons  as  its  members.  The  object  of  the 
organisation,  which  is  supported  by  the  State,  is,  to  educate  the  people  of  Wisconsin  into  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  causes  of  disease,  and  a  better  knowledge  and  observance  of 
bygienic  laws 

By  a  law  passed  in  t868,  as  amended  in  1870  and  1873.  the  secret.-'ry  of  state,  state 
treasurer,  and  attorney  general,  were  constituted  a  State  board  of  assessment,  to  meet  in  the 
oty  of  Madison,  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May,  1874,  and  biennally  thereafter,  to  make  an 
equalixed  valuation  of  the  property  in  the  State,  as  a  guide  to  assessment  for  taxation.  In  the 
tanies  of  equalized  valuations  comjiiled  by  this  board  in  1876,  the  whole  amount  of  taxable 
property  in  Wisconsin,  is  set  down  at  $4:13,596,290  ;  of  which  sum  $337,073,148,  represents  real 
estate  and  $86,523,142  personal  property. 

This  being  the  year  forthe  election  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  two  i>olitical  parties  in  Wisconsin — republican  and  democratic — had  tickets  in  the  field. 
At  the  election  on  Tuesday,  Xoveml'cr  7,  the  re])u!)lican  presidential  electors  received  a 
majority  of  the  votci  cast  in  the  State,  securing  Wisconsin  for  Hayes  and  Wheeler.  The  eight 
congressional  districts  elected  the  same  day  their  members  to  the  forty-fifth  congress,  whose 
terms  of  office  would  expire  on  the  4th  of  March,  1879.  Charles  G.  Williams  was  elected  in  the 
fir^t  district  ;  Lucien  B.  Caswell,  in  the  second;  George  C.  H  i/clton,  in  the  third;  William  P. 
Lynde,  in  the  fourth;  Edward  S.  Bragg,  in  the  fifth;  Gabriel  l>ouck,  in  the  sixth;  H.  L. 
Humphrey,  in  the  seventh;  and  Thad.  C.  Pound,  in  the  eighth  district.  A  majority  of  the 
ddegation  was  republican,  the  repfesentatives  from  the  fonrth,  fifth  and  sixth  districts  only,  being 
dcQocnts. 
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Theve  was  a  genenl  and  spontaneous  ezhibitaon  <iS  patriotic  impulses  throaghoat  the  length 
avd  bieadtb  of  Wiioonsin,  on  the  part  of  both  native  and  ioreign-born  dtisens,  at  the  ooin« 

menceraent  of  the  centennial  year,  and  upon  the  fourth  of  July.  The  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  State  generally,  in  the  Exjwsition  at  Philadelphia,  was  manifested  in  a  somewhat  remarkable 
manner  from  its  inception  to  its  close.  By  an  act  of  congress,  approved  March  3,  1871,  pro- 
vtnon  was  made  for  oelebratbg  the  one  hundredth  aaniversary  of  American  Independence,  by 
holding  in  that  city»  in  t9j6t  an  exhibition  of  arts,  manufactares,  and  the  products  0^  the  soil 
and  mines  of  the  country.  A  centennial  commission,  consisting  of  one  commissioner  and  one 
alternate  commissioner,  from  each  State  and  Territory,  was  authorized  to  be  apix)inted,  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  act.  David  Atwood,  as  commissioner,  and  E.  D.  HoUou,  as  alternate, 
were  commissbned  hf  the  president  of  the  United  States*  from  Wisconsin.  This  oommiwion 
gradually  made  progress  in  preparing  for  an  international  exposition.  "  The  commission  has 
been  organized,"  said  Governor  Washburn,  in  his  message  to  the  legislature  in  January,  1873, 
"  and  has  made  considerable  progress  in  its  work.  The  occasion  will  be  one  to  which  i"he 
American  people  can  not  fail  to  respond  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner."  The  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  proclamation,  in  July,  1873,  announced  the  exhibition  and  national  celebra- 
tion,  and  commended  them  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  and  of  all  nations.  "  It  seems  fating," 
said  Governor  Taylor,  in  his  message  to  the  Wisconsin  legislature  in  1874,  "that  such  a  cele- 
bration of  this  imix)rtant  event,  should  be  held,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  carried  out  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  a  great  and  enlightened  nation."  By  the  close  of  1874,  a  large  number  of  foreign 
governments  had  signified  their  intention  to  participate  in  the  exhibition. 

The  legisUture  of  Wsconsin,  at  its  session  in  1S75,  doming  essential  that  the  State, 
with  its  vast  resources  in  agricultural,  mineral,  lumbering,  manuf;icturing,  and  other  products 
and  industries,  should  be  fully  represented  at  Philadelphia,  passed  an  act  which  was  approved 
March  3, 1875,  to  provide  for  a  "Board  of  Sute  Centennial  Managers."  Two  thonsand  dollais 
were  appropriated  to  pay  its  necessary  expenses.  The  board  was  to  consist  o£  five  members  to 
be  appointed  by  the  governor;  and  there  were  added  thereto,  as  ex-officio  members,  the  United 
States  centennial  commissioner  and  his  alternate.  The  duties  of  the  members  were  to  dis- 
seminate information  regarding  the  Exhibition ;  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  industrial,  scien- 
tific, agricultural,  and  other  associations  in  the  State ;  to  appoint  co-operative  local  oommittecs, 
representing  the  different  industries  of  the  State ;  to  stimulate  local  acrion  on  all  measures 
intended  to  render  the  exhibition  successful,  and  a  worthy  representation  of  the  industries  of 
the  country ;  to  encourage  the  production  of  articles  suitable  for  the  Exhibition  ;  to  distribute 
documents  issued  by  the  centennial  commission  among  raanufactureis  and  others  in  the  State; 
to  render  assistance  in  farthering  the  financial  and  other  interests  of  the  exhibition ;  to  furnish 
information  to  the  commission  on  subjects  that  might  be  referred  to  the  board  i  to  care  for  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  of  its  citizens  in  matters  relating  to  the  exhibition  ;  to  receive  and 
pronounce  upon  a[)[)licaiioiis  for  space  ;  to  apjxjrtion  the  space  placed  at  its  disposal  among  the 
exhibitors  from  the  Slate ;  and  to  supervise  such  other  details  relating  to  the  representation  ui 
dtisens  of  Wisconsin  in  the  Exhibition,  as  might  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  by  the  United 
States  centennial  commission. 

The  board  was  required  to  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1*^75,  at  the  capitol,  in 
Madison,  to  organize  and  adopt  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work  committed  to  their  charge  Governor  Taylor  appointed 
Eli  Stilson,  J.  I.  Case,  J.  B.  Paridnson,  T.  C.  Pound,  and  E.  A.  Calkins,  members  of  the  board. 
Its  organization  was  perfected,  at  the  apiK)inted  time,  by  the  election  of  J.  B.  Parkinson  as  pre- 
sident, and  W.  W.  Field,  secreta^.  The  ex-offido  members  of  the  board,  were  David  Atwood, 
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United  States  commissioner,  and  E.  D.  Holton,  alternate  From  this  lime  forward,  iho  board 
was  untiring  \n  its  efforts  to  secure  a  full  and  proper  representation  of  the  varied  interests  of 
Wisconsin  in  the  centennial  exhibiiiua  uf  1876.  £.  A.  Calkins  havtn]^  resigned  his  position  as 
member  of  the  board,  Adolph  Meinecke  took  his  place  by  appointment  of  the  govemor  July 
14,  1875.  Governor  Ludington,  in  his  message  tO  the  legislature  in  January,  1876,  spoke  in 
commendation  of  the  coming  exhibition.  "The  occasion,"  said  he,  "will  afford  an  excellent 
( :  !>nnunity  to  display  the  resources  and  products  of  the  State,  aad  to  attract  hither  capital  and 
immigration." 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  United  States  centennial  oonunission,  a  national  organ- 
iistioa  of  the  women  of  the  countiy  was  perfected.  A  lady  of  Phtladdphia  was  placed  at  its 

head;  and  a  presiding  officer  from  each  State  was  apjwinted.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Thorp  assumed  the 
duties  of  chairman  for  Wisconsin,  in  March,  1875,  appointint;  assistants  in  various  parts  of  the 
State,  when  active  work  was  commenced.  This  organization  was  efficient  in  Wisconsin  in 
agnising  an  interest  in  the  general  purposes  and  objects  o£  the  exhibition. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  March  3,  1876,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
was  .ippn)i)riated  to  the  use  of  the  board  of  centennial  managers,  for  the  purjxase  of  arranging 
fur,  and  making  a  proper  exhibition  of,  the  products,  resources,  and  advantages  of  the  State  at 
the  exposition.  The  treasurer  of  Wisconsin  was,  by  this  act,  made  an  ex-officio  member  of  the 
loaid.  By  this  and  previous  action  of  the  legislature — by  efforts  put  forth  the  board  of 
liunagers — by  individual  enterprise — by  the  untiring  labors  of  the  "Women's  Centennial  Execu- 
:  vc  Committee,"  to  whom,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  the  4tb  of  March,  1875,  one 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated — Wisconsin  was  enabled  to  take  a  proud  and  honorable 
position  in  the  Centennial  Exposition — a  gratification  not  only  to  the  thousands  of  her  citizens 
who  nsted  Philadelphia  during  its  continuance,  but  to  the  people  generally,  throughout  the 
State. 

In  Wisconsin,  throughout  the  centennial  year,  those  engi^ed  in  the  various  branches  of 
agriculture  and  other  useful  avocations,  were  reasonably  prosperous.  The  crop  of  wheat  and 
uati  was  a  light  yield,  and  of  ixhjt  quality ;  but  the  corn  crop  was  the  largest  ever  before  raised 
in  the  State*  and  of  superior  quality.  The  daiiy  and  hog  product  was  large,  and  commanded 
Temoneiative  prices.  Fruits  were  unusually  plenty.  Trade  and  business  enterprises,  however, 
generally  remained  depressed. 

By  section  five  of  article  seven  of  the  constitution  of  Wisconsin,  the  counties  of  the  State 
vere  apportioned  into  five  judicial  circuits  -  the  county  of  Richland  being  attached  to  Iowa, 
Chippewa  to  Oawford,  and  La  Pointe  to  St  Croix.  In  1850,  the  fifth  circuit  was  divided,  and  a 
■Ah  circuit  formed.  In  1864,  Crawford  and  Richland  were  made  part  of  the  fifth  dicuit.  By 
aa  act  which  took  effect  in  1854,  a  seventh  circuit  was  formed.  On  the  first  day  of  January, 
1^55,  the  sixth  circuit  was  divided,  and  an  ei^^hth  and  ninth  circuit  formed,  the  county  of 
'.jjlumbia  being  made  a  part  of  the  last  mentioned  one.  In  the  same  year  was  also  formed  a 
tenth  dfcuit ;  and,  in  1858,  Winnebago  county  was  attached  to  it;  but,  in  1870,  that  county  was 
attached  to  the  third  drcoiL  In  1858,  Kewaunee  county  was  attached  to  the  fourth  circuit. 
An  eleventh  circuit  was  formed  in  1864,  from  which,  in  1865,  Dallas  county  was  detached,  and 
made  [>art  of  tlie  eighth.  By  an  act  which  took  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1871,  the 
twelfth  circuit  was  formed.   In  1876,  a  thirteenth  circuit  was  "  constituted  and  re-organized." 

At  that  time,  the  whole  sixty  counties  of  the  State  stood  apportioned  in  the  thirteen  judicial 
drcuits  as  follows:  First  circuit,  Walworth,  Radne,  and  Kenosha;  second  drcuit,  Milwaukee, 
aiid  Waukesha,  third  circuit,  Green  Lake,  Dodge,  Washington,  Ozaukee,  and  WinncI)ago; 
fourth  circuit,  Sheboygan,  Calumet,  Kewaunee,  Fond  du  Lac,  aiul  Manitowoc;  fifth  circuit. 
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Grant,  Iowa,  La  Fayette,  Richland,  and  Crawford;  sixth  circuit,  Clark,  Jackson,  Monroe,  La 
Crosse,  and  Vernon;  seventh  dicuit,  ForUge,  Marathon,  Waupaca,  Wood,  Waushara,  lincohi, 
and  Taylor;  eighth  circ  nit,  Dunn,  Pepin,  Pierce,  and  St.  Ciotx;  ninth  circuit,  Adams,  ColuqilMa, 
Dane,  Jimeau,  Sauk  and  Marquette;  tenth  circuit,  Outagamie,  Oconto,  Shawano,  Door,  and 
Blown  eleventh  circuit,  Ashland,  Barron,  Bayfield,  Burnett,  Chippewa,  Douglas,  and  Folk; 
twelfth  circuit,  Rock,  Green,  and  Jefferson;  and  the  thirteenth  circuit,  Buffalo,  Eau  Claire,  and 
Trempekaa,  Ifarinette  and  New  are  now  in  the  tenth ;  Price  is  in  the  seventh  dreait. 

The  thirtieth  regular  session  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin  commenced,  pursuant  to  law, 
on  the  loth  of  January,  1877.  The  republicans  had  working  majorities  in  both  houses.  J.  B. 
Cassoday  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  Governor  Ludington  delivered  his  message  to 
the  joint  conventbn  of  the  le^slatore  the  following  day.  **  We  should  not  seek,*'  said  he,  b 
his  concluding  remarics,  **  to  conceal  from  ourselves  the  fact  that  the  pnMperity  which  onr  people 
have  enjoyed  for  a  number  of  years  past,  has  suffered  some  interruption.  Agriculture  has  ren- 
dered less  return;  labor  in  all  departments  has  been  less  productive,  and  trade  has  consequently 
been  less  active,  and  has  realized  a  reduced  purcentage  oi  profit."  "  These  adverse  circuni- 
stances,"  continued  the  governor,  **  will  not  be  wholly  a  misfortune  if  we  heed  the  lesson  that 
they  convey.  This  lesson  is  the  necessity  of  strict  economy  in  public  and  private  affairs.  We 
have  been  living  upon  a  false  basis;  and  the  time  has  now  come  when  we  must  return  to  a  solid 
foundation."  The  legislature  adjourned  stnr  die  on  the  8th  of  March,  after  a  session  of  fift)- 
eight  days,  passing  three  hundred  and  one  acts — one  hundred  and  thirteen  less  than  al  (he 
session  of  1876.  The  most  important  of  these,  as  claimed  by  the  dominant  party  which  passed 
it,  is  one  for  the  maintenance  of  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box,  known  as  the  "  Registry  Law."  On 
the  3d  day  of  .April,  at  the  regular  Spring  election,  William  P.  Lyon  was  re-elec  ted,  without 
oi>position,  an  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for  six  years  from  the  first  Monday  in 
Januar>-,  1878,  his  term  of  office  expiring  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1884. 

Under  a  law  of  1876,  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  State,  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  were  authorised  to  apiH)int  three  revisers.  The  i>ers0O8  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment were  David  Taylor,  William  F.  Vilas  and  J.  P.  C.  Cottrill.  By  an  amendatory  l.iw  of  187;, 
for  the  purix>sc  of  having  the  revision  completed  for  the  session  of  1878,  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  were  authorised  to  appoint  two  additional  revisors,  and  assign  them  si>ecial  duties 
on  the  commission.  H.  S.  Orton  was  appointed  to  revise  the  criminal  law  and  proceedings,  and 
J,  H.  Carpenter  to  revise  the  probate  laws. 

(jovcrnor  Ludington  declined  being  a  candidate  for  renomination.  His  admiiiisitration  wj? 
characterized  as  one  of  practical  efficiency.  As  the  chief  executive  officer  of  W  iscoiisin,  lie  kci>t 
in  view  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  In  matters  coming  under  his  control,  a  rigid  system  <rf 
economy  prevailed. 

There  were  three  tickets  in  the  field  presented  to  the  electors  of  Wisconsin  for  their  sufTragei 
at  the  general  election  !>eld  on  the  sixth  of  November,  1877  ;  republican,  democratic,  and  the 
"greenback"  ticket.  The  republicans  were  successiul,  electing  William  £.  Smith,  governor; 
James  M.  Bingham,  lieutenant  ^vemor;  Hans  B.  Warner,  secretary  of  state;  Richard  Gueniher, 
treasurer;  Alexander  Wilson,  attorney  general ;  and  William  C.  Whitford,  state  superintendent 
of  public  instrtirlion.  At  the  same  election  two  amendments  tu  the  constitution  of  the  St.i:c 
were  voted  upon  and  both  adopted.  The  first  one  amends  section  four  of  article  seven ;  so  tha^ 
hereafter,  "  the  supreme  court  diall  consbt  of  one  chief  justice  and  four  associate  justices,  to  be 
dected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State.  The  legislature  shall,  at  its  first  session  after  the 
adoption  of  tliis  amendment,  provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  two  associa  e  justices  of  said 
court,  to  hold  their  offices  respectively  for  terms  ending  two  and  four  years,  respectively  after  the 
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end  of  the  term  of  the  justice  of  the  said  court  then  last  to  expire.  And  thereafter  the  chief 
justices  and  associate  justices  of  said  court  shall  l>e  elected  and  bold  their  oflices  respectively 
for  the  term  of  ten  years."  The  second  one  amends  section  two  of  article  eight ;  so  that,  heie- 
after,  **  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  tlw  treasaij  except  in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  by 
lav.  No  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  the  payment  of  any  claim  against  the  State*  except 
daimsof  &e  United  States,  and  judgments,  unless  filed  within  six  years  after  the  claim  accrued." 

The  year  1877,  in  Wisconsin,  was  notable  for  excellent  crops.  A  depression  in  monctarj' 
matters  continued,  it  is  true,  but  not  without  a  reasonable  [jro:>pcci  of  a  change  for  the  better 
vithin  the  near  future. 

SiXTBBNTH  Administration. — William  £.  Smith,  Governor — 1878— 1879. 
At  BOon»  <Mi  Moaday,  January  7,  1878,  began  tlttrixteenth  administration  of  Wisconsin,  by 
the  tnaagnration  of  the  State  officers  elect.   On  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  commenced  the 

thirty-first  regiilar  session  of  the  Legislature.  A.  R.  Baifows  mtt  elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
On  the  day  following,  Governor  Smith  delivered  his  message — a  calm,  business-like  document — to 
the  Legislature.  Both  Houses  adjourned  siiu  die  on  the  21st  of  March  following.  On  the  ist  day 
of  April,  Hariow  S.  Orton  and  David  Taylor  were  dMd  Associate  Justices  of  die  SapfemeGmrt; 
the  term  of  the  first  named  to  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1888 ;  that  of  the  last  men- 
aoned,  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jantiary,  X886.  In  obedience  to  a  proclamation  of  the  Governor, 
the  Legislature  convened  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1878,  in  extra  session,  to  revise  the  statutes, 
A.  R.  Barrows  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.    The  Legislature  adjourned  sine  die  un  the 

of  the  same  month.  In  November  following,  the  members  chosen  to  the  Forty*sixth  Congress 
were  C.  G.  Williams,  in  the  Fir>t  District  ;  L.  B.  Caswell,  in  the  Second  ;  George  C.  Hazelton,  in 
the  Third  ;  P.  V.  Deuster,  in  the  Fourth ;  E.  S.  Bragg,  in  the  Fifth  ;  Gabriel  Bouck,  in  the  Sixth  ; 
H.  L.  Humphrey,  in  the  Seventh;  and  T.  C.  Pound,  in  the  Eighth.  The  thirty-second  regular 
lorion  of  the  Legislature  commenced  on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1879.  D.  M.  Kelly  was  elected 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly ;  the  next  day,  the  message  of  the  Governor— «  brief,  but  able  State 
paper— was  delivered  to  both  Houses.  On  the  21st,  Matthew  H.  Carpenter  was  elected  United 
States  Senator  for  six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March  thereafter,  in  place  of  Timothy  O.  Howe. 
The  Legislature  adjourned  stne  die  on  the  5th  of  March,  1879.  day  of  April  following, 

Oissnus  Cole  was  elected  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  finr  a  term  of  ten  years. 

Wisconsin  has  many  attractive  features.  It  is  a  healthy,  fertile,  welUwatered  and  well-wooded 
Sute.  Every  where  within  its  borders  the  ights  of  each  citizen  are  held  sacred.  Intelligence  and 
education  ire  prominent  characteristics  of  its  people.  All  tlu-  necessaries  and  many  of  the  comforts 
arid  luxuries  of  life  are  ea-sily  to  be  obtained.  Agriculture,  the  chief  source  of  wealth  to  so  many 
sations,  is  here  conducted  with  profit  and  success.  Generally  speaking,  the  farmer  owns  the 
land  he  cultivates.  Here,  the  laboring  man,  if  honest  and  industrious,  is  moat  certain  to  secure 
1  competence  for  himself  and  family.  Few  States  have  made  more  ample  provisions  for  the 
unfortunate — the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  blind,  and  the  insane — than  has  Wisconsin.  Nor  has  she 
bccQ  less  interested  in  her  reformator)'  and  iJcnal  institutions.  In  her  educational  facilities,  she 
already  rivals  the  most  advanced  of  her  sister  States.  Her  markets  are  easily  reached  by  raiU 
ways  and  water-navigation,  so  that  the  products  of  the  country  find  ready  sale.  Her  commerce 
i>  extensive  ;  her  manufactures  remunerative;  her  natural  resources  great  and  manifold.  In 
morality  and  religion,  her  standard  is  high.  Her  laws  are  lenient,  but  not  lax,  securing  the 
greatest  good  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  live  up  to  their  requirements.  Wisconsin  has,  in 
iact,  all  the  essential  elements  of  prosperity  and  good  government.  Exalted  and  noble,  there- 
fore, must  be  her  future  career. 
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The  surface  features  of  Wisconsin  are  simple  and  symmetrical  in  character,  and  present  a  con- 
figuration intermediate  between  the  mountainous,  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  monotonous  level,  on  the 
Other.  The  highest  summttf  within  the  state  rise  a  little  more  than  i,30o  toet  above  its  kmrest  ma- 
bees.  A  few  exceptional  peaks  rise  trom  400  to  600  teet  above  their  bases,  but  abrupt  elevations  of 
more  than  200  or  300  feet  are  not  common.  Viewed  as  a  whole,  the  state  may  be  regarded  as  oc- 
cupying a  swell  of  land  lying  between  three  notable  depressions;  Lake  Mic  higan  on  the  east,  about 
578  feet  above  the  mean  tide  of  the  ocean,  Lake  Superior  on  the  north,  about  600  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  river,  ivhose  elevation  at  the  Illinois  state  line  is  slightly  belov 
that  of  Lake  Michigan.  From  these  depressions  the  surface  slopes  upward  to  the  summit  altitudes 
of  the  state.  But  the  rate  of  ascent  is  unequal.  From  Lake  Michigan  the  surface  rises  by  a  long, 
gentle  acclivity  westward  and  northward.  A  similar  slope  ascends  from  the  M:^sis>i])]>i  valley  to 
meet  this,  and  their  Junction  forms  a  nurih  and  south  arch  extending  nearly  the  entire  length  ol  tht 
Mate.  From  Lake  Superior  the  surlace  ascends  rapidly  to  the  wateraiied,  which  it  reaches  within 
about  thirty  miles  of  the  lake. 

If  we  include  the  contiguous  [K)rtion  of  the  upper  peninsula  of  .Michigan,  the  whole  elevation 
may  be  looked  ui>on  as  a  very  low,  rude,  threc-sitlud  pyramid,  with  rounded  angles.  The  apex  is 
near  the  Michigan  line,  between  the  headwaters  of  the  Montreal  and  Brule  rivers.  The 
northern  side  is  short  and  abrupt.  The  southeastwaid  and  southwestward  sides  are  long,  and 
decline  gently.  The  base  of  this  pyramid  may  be  considered  as,  in  round  numbers,  600  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  its  extreme  apex  1,800  feet. 

Under  the  waters  of  Lake  .Michigan  the  surface  of  the  land  passes  below  the  sea  level 
before  the  limits  of  the  state  are  reached.  Under  Lake  Superior  the  land-surface  descends  to 
even  greater  depths,  but  pioblbly  not  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state.  The  regulariQr  cS  the 
southward  slopes  is  interrupted  in  a  very  interesting  way  by  a  remarkable  diagonal  valley 
occupied  liy  Green  hay  and  the  Fo,»c  and  Wisconsin  rivers.  This  is  a  great  groove,  traversing 
the  State  obliquely,  and  cutting  down  the  central  elevation  half  its  lieight.  A  line  parsing  across 
the  surface,  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi,  at  any  othei  pumt,  would  arch  upward  frmn 
about  400  to  1,000  feet,  according  to  the  location,  while  along  the  trough  of  this  valley  it  would 
reach  an  elevation  barely  exceeding  200  feet.  On  the  northwest  side  of  this  trou;^h,  in  general, 
the  surface  rises  somewhat  gradually,  giving  at  most  points  much  amplitude  to  the  valley,  but 
on  the  op^xtsite  side,  the  slope  ascends  rapidly  to  a  well  marked  watershed  that  stretches  across 
the  state  parallel  to  the  valley.  At  Lake  Winnebago,  this  diagonal  valley  is  connected  with  a 
scarcely  less  notable  one,  occupied  by  the  Rock  river.  Geologically,  this  GfeenFbay-Rock' 
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liver  valley  is  even  more  noticeable,  since  it  lies  along  the  trend  of  the  underlying  strata^  and 
was  in  lafge  mewaie  plowed  out  of  a  soft  stratam  by  glacial  action.  Where  it  ciO|se8  the  water- 
shed, near  Hoiicon  marsh,  it  presents  the  same  general  features  that  are  seen  at  other  points, 

and  in  an  almost  equally  conspicuous  degree.  Except  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  this 
valley  is  confined  on  the  east  by  an  abrupt  ascent,  and,  at  many  ix)ints,  by  a  precipitous,  rocky 
acclivity,  known  as  "  The  Ledge" — which  is  the  projecting  edge  of  tlie  strata  ot  the  Niagara 
Smestone.  On  the  watershed  referred  to— between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Mississippi  basins— 
this  ledge  is  as  conspicuous  and  continuous  as  at  other  points,  so  that  we  have  here  again  the 
pheoomenon  of  a  valley  formed  1^  excavation,  running  up  over  an  elevation  of  300  feet,  and 

connecting  two  great  Nvstems  of  drainage. 

On  the  east  side  of  this  valley,  as  already  indicated,  tiicre  is  a  sharp  ascent  of  200  feet, 
on  an  average,  from  the  crest  of  which  the  surface  slopes  gently  down  to  Lake  Michigan.  The 
nnifonnity  of  this  slope  is  broken  by  an  extended  line  of  drift  hills,  lying  obliquely  along  it  and 
extending  from  Kewaunee  county  southward  to  the  Illinois  line  and  known  as  the  Kettle  range* 
A  it'is  consiiicuous  range  of  similar  character  branches  off  from  this  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
Walworth  county  and  passes  across  the  Rock  river  valley,  where  it  curves  northward,  passing 
vest  of  Madison,  crossing  the  great  bend  in  the  Wisconsin  river,  and  bearing  northeastward 
inio  Oconto  ooun^,  where  it  swings  round  to  the  westward  and  crosses  the  northern  part  of  the 
state.  As  a  general  topographical  feature  it  is  not  conspicuous  and  is  rather  to  be  conceived  as 
a  peculiar  chain  of  drift  hills  winding  over  the  surface  of  the  state,  merely  interrupting  in  some 
degree  the  regularity  of  its  slopes  Tlierc  will  be  occasion  to  return  to  this  feature  in  our 
^scussion  of  the  drift.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  southeastward  slope  is  interrupted  by 
valleys  running  across  it,  rudely  parallel  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  directing  its  drainage  northward 
and  southward,  instead  of  directing  it  down  the  slope  into  the  lake. 

The  Mississi[)pi  slope  presents  several  conspicuous  ridges  and  valleys,  but  their  trend  is 
Imard  the  great  river,  and  they  arc  all  due,  essentially,  to  the  erosion  of  the  streams  that 
dunnel  the  slo.  e.  One  of  these  ridges  constitutes  the  divide  south  of  the  Wisconsin  river, 
already  referred  to.  Another  of  these,  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its  narrowness  and  sharpness, 
'  r>  lietween  the  Kickapoo  and  the  Mississippi,  and  extends  through  Crawford,  Vernon  and 
Monroe  counties.  Still  another  is  formed  by  the  quartzite  ranges  of  Sauk  county  and  Others 
of  less  prominence  give  a  highly  diversitied  cha  ucter  to  the  slope. 

Scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  state  are  prominent  hills,  some  swelling  upward  into  sounded 
domes,  some  rising  symmetrically  into  conical  peaks,  some  ascending  precipitously  into  castel- 
htcd  towers,  and  some  reaching  prominence  without  regard  to  beauty  of  form  or  convenience  of 
dcicription.  A  part  of  these  hills  were  formed  by  the  removal  by  erosion  of  the  surrounding 
strata,  and  a  part  by  the  heaping  up  of  drift  material  by  the  glacial  forces.  In  the  former  case, 
they  are  composed  of  rock;  in  the  latter,  of  clay,  sand,  gravel  and  bowlders.  The  two  forms 
arc  often  combined.  The  highest  peak  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state  is  the  West 
Blue  niound,  which  is  1,151  feet  above  Lake  Michigan;  in  the  eastern  part,  Lapham's  peak,  824 
feet,  and  in  the  central  part,  Rib  hill,  1263  feet.  The  crest  of  Penokee  range  in  the  northern 
put  of  the  state  rises  1,000  feet,  and  upwards,  above  Lake  Michigan. 

The  drainage  systems  correspond  in  general  to  these  topograpical  features,  though  several 
minor  eccentricities  are  to'  be  observed.  The  streams  of  the  Lake  Superior  system  plunge 
n;iidly  down  their  steep  slopes,  forming  numerous  falls,  some  of  them  possessing  great  beauty, 
protoinent  among  which  are  those  of  the  Montreal  river.  On  the  southern  slope,  the  rivers,  in  the 
upper  portion  of  their  courses,  likewise  descend  rapidly,  though  less  so,  producing  a  succession 
<t  apids  and  cascades,  and  an  occasional  cataract   In  the  lower  part  of  their  courses,  the 
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descent  becomes  much  more  gentle  and  many  of  them  are  navigable  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
The  rivers  west  of  the  Wisconsin  pursue  an  essentially  direct  course  to  the  Hisnssippi» 
attended  of  course  with  minor  flexures.  The  Wisconsin  river  lies,  for  the  greater  part  of  its 
course,  ujxan  the  north  and  south  arch  of  the  state,  but  on  encountering  the  diagonal  valley 
above  mentioned  it  turns  southwestward  to  the  "Father  of  Waters."  The  streams  east  of  the 
Wisconsin  flow  southerly  and  southeasterly  until  they  likewise  encounter  this  valley  when  they 
turn  in  the  opposite  direction  and  discharge  northeasterly  into  Lake  Michigan,  through  Green 
bay.  Between  the  (ircen-bay-Rock-river  valley  and  Lake  Michigan,  the  drainage  is  again  in 
the  normal  southeasterly  direction.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  the  rivers  flow  in  a  gen- 
eral southerly  direction,  but,  bcyund  the  state,  turn  westward  toward  the  Mississippi. 

If  the  courses  of  the  streams  be  studied  in  detail,  many  exceedini^y  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive features  will  be  observed,  due  chiefly  to  peculiarities  of  geological  structure,  some  of  which 
will  be  apparent  by  inspecting  the  accompanying  geological  map.  Our  space,*  however, 
forbids  our  entering  upon  the  subject  here. 

The  position  of  the  watershed  between  the  great  basins  of  the  Mi.ssissippi  and  the  St.  Law- 
rence is  somewhat  peculiar.  On  the  Illinois  line^  it  lies  only  three  and  one  half  miles  from  Lake 
Mtdiigan  and  about  z6o  feet  above  its  surface.  As  traced  northward  from  this  point,  it  retires 
from  the  lake  and  ascends  in  elevation  till  it  approaches  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Winnebago,  when 
it  recurves  upon  itself  and  descends  to  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and  the  Wisconsin  rivers, 
whence  it  pursues  a  northerly  course  to  the  heights  of  Michigan,  when  it  turns  westward  and 
passes  in  an  undulating  course  across  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  It  will  be  observed  that 
much  the  greater  area  of  the  state  is  drained  by  the  Mississippi  system. 

The  relationship  which  the  drainage  channels  have  been  oliscrved  to  sustain  to  the  topo- 
graphical features  is  partly  that  of  cause  and  partly  that  of  efTc(  t.  Tiie  general  arching  of  the 
surface,  giving  ri.se  to  the  main  slopes,  is  due  to  deep-seated  geological  causes  that  produce  an 
upward  swelling  of  the  center  of  the  state.  This  determined  the  general  drainage  systems.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  strean\s,  acting  upon  strata  of  varying  hardness,  and  presenting  diflerent  atti- 
tudes, wore  away  the  surface  tinetpially  and  cut  for  themselves  anomalous  channels,  leaving 
corresponding  divides  between,  whic  li  gave  origin  to  the  minor  irregularities  that  diversify  tiie 
surface.  In  addition  to  this,  the  glacier — that  great  ice  stream,  the  father  of  the  drift — planed 
and  plowed  the  surface  and  heaped  up  its  deMs  upon  it,  modifying  I  loth  the  surface  and  drainage 
features  T^ked  at  from  a  causal  standpoint,  we  see  the  results  of  internal  forces  elevating,  and 
external  agencies  rutting  down,  or,  in  a  word,  the  face  of  the  state  is  the  growth  of  geologic  ages 
furrowed  by  the  teardrops  of  the  skies. 


GEOLOGICAL  HISTORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

In  harmony  with  the  historical  character  of  this  atlas,  it  may  be  most  acceptable  to  weave 
oar  brief  sketch  of  the  geological  structure  of  the  state  into  the  form  of  a  narrative  of  its  growth. 

THE  .\K(  II/i:an'  age. 

I.AITRKNTIAN  PKRIoI). 

The  physical  history  of  Wisconsin  can  be  traced  back  with  certainty  to  a  state  of  complete 
submergence  beneath  the  waters  of  the  ancient  ocean,  by  which  the  material  of  our  oldest  and 
deepest  strata  were  deposited.  Let  an  extensive  but  shallow  sea,  covering  the  whole  of  the 
present  territory  of  the  state,  be  pictured  to  the  mind,  and  let  it  be  imagined  to  be  depositing 
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mud  and  sand,  as  at  the  present  day,  and  we  have  before  us  the  first  authentic  stage  of  the  history 
nnder  consideration.   Back  of  that,  the  history  is  lost  in  the  mists  4>f  geologic  antiquity.  The 

thickness  of  the  sediments  that  accumulated  in  that  early  period  was  immense,  being  measured 
■jv  thousands  of  feet.  These  sediments  occupied  of  course  an  essentially  horizontal  position,  and 
were,  doubtless,  in  a  large  degree  hardened  into  beds  of  impure  sandstone,  shale,  and  other  sedi- 
neoury  rock.  But  m  the  progress  of  time  an  enormous  preasare»  attended  by  heat,  was  brought 
to  hear  upon  them  laterally,  or  edgewise,  by  which  they  were  folded  and  crumiiled,  and  forced 

:j  out  of  the  water,  giving  rise  to  an  island,  the  nucleus  of  Wisconsin.  The  force  which  pro- 
duced this  upheaval  is  believed  to  have  arisen  from  the  cooling  and  consequent  contraction  of 
the  globe.  The  foldings  may  be  imaged  as  the  wrinkles  of  a  shrmking  earth.  But  the  contor- 
tien  of  the  beds  was  a  scarcely  more  wonderful  result  than  the  change  in  the  character  <^  the 
rock  which  seems  to  have  taken  place  simultaneoosiy  with  the  folding,  indeed,  as  the  result  of  the 
heat  and  pressure  attending  it.  The  sediments,  that  seem  to  have  previoysly  tdcen  the  form  of 
impure  sandstone  and  shale  for  the  most  part,  underwent  a  change,  in  which  re-arrangement  and 
cr)-stalization  of  the  ingredients  played  a  conspicuous  part.  By  this  metamorpiiism,  granite,  gneiss, 
mica  schist,  syenite,  hornblende  rocks,  chloritic  schists  and  other,  crystalline  rocks  were  formed. 
These  constitute  the  Laurentian  formation  and  belong  to  the  most  ancient  period  yet  distinctly 
recognized  in  geology,  although  there  were  undoubtedly  more  ancient  rocks.  They  are  therefore 
very  fittingly  termed  .\rchKan — ancient — rocks  (formerly  Azoic.)  No  remains  of  life  have  been 
found  in  this  formation  in  Wisconsin,  but  from  the  nature  of  rocks  elsewhere,  believed  to  be  uf  the 
same  age,  it  is  probable  that  the  lowest  forms  of  life  existed  at  this  time.  It  is  not  strange  that 
the  great  changes  through  which  the  rocks  have  passed  should  have  so  nearly  obliterated  all 
traces  of  them.  The  original  extent  of  this  T.aurentian  island  can  not  now  be  accurately  ascer-  * 
tained,  but  it  will  he  siifficiently  near  the  truth  for  our  jtresciU  juirposes  to  consider  the  formation 
15  it  is  now  cxj'oscd,  and  as  it  is  represented  on  the  maps  of  the  geological  survey,  as  showing 
.i>i>roxiniatcly  the  original  extent  Thu  will  make  it  include  a  large  area  in  the  north-central 
portion  of  the  state  and  a  portion  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.   All  the  rest  of  the  state 

•.t;  beneath  the  ocean,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  United  States 
The  height  of  this  island  was  doubtless  considerable,  as  it  has  since  bec-n  very  njuch  cut  down  by 
denudipg  agencies.     The  strata,  as  now  exposed,  mostly  stand  in  highly  inclined  attitudes  and 
present  their  worn  edges  to  view.   The  tops  of  the  folds,  of  which  they  are  the  remnants*  seem 
to  have  been  cut  away,  and  we  have  the  nearly  vertical  sides  remaining. 

HURONtAN  PERIOD. 

As  soon  as  the  Laurentian  island  had  been  elevated,  the  waves  of  the  almost  shoreless 
Mean  began  to  beat  against  it,  the  elements  to  disintegrate  it,  and  the  rains  of  the  then  tropical 
climate  to  wash  it;  and  the  sand,  clay  and  other  debris^  thus  formed,  were  deposited  benea^  the 

Taters  around  its  base,  giving  rise  to  a  new  sedimentary  formation.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
there  was  any  vegetation  on  the  island:  tn<j  air  and  water  were,  doubtless,  heavily  charged  with 
carbonic  acid,  an  efficient  agent  of  dismtejiration :  the  climate  was  warm  and  doubtless  very 
smst — drcumstances  which  combined  to  hasten  the  erosion  of  the  island  and  increase  the 
imposition  in  the  sunonnding  sea.  In  addition  to  these  agencies,  we  judge  from  the  large  amount 
•f  carlxinaceous  matter  contained  in  some  of  the  beds,  that  there  must  have  l)een  an  aljundance 
of  marine  vegetation,  and.  from  the  limestone  beds  that  accumulated,  it  is  i)robable  that  there 
«as  marine  animal  life  also,  since  in  later  ages  that  was  the  chief  source  of  limestone  :>trata. 
The  joint  accumulation!  from  these  several  sources  gave  rise  to  a  series  of  shales,  sandstones 
and  limestones,  whose  combined  thickness  was  several  thousand  feet. 
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At  length  the  process  of  upheaval  and  metamorpinsiii  that  ckned  the  Lauicntian  period 
was  repeated,  and  these  sandstones  became  (piartzites;  the  limestones  were  crystali/cd,  the 
shales  were  changed  to  slates  or  schists,  and  inte  mediate  grades  of  sediments  became  dioritcs, 
quartz- porphyries  and  other  forms  of  crystalline  rocks.  The  carbonaceous  matter  was  changed 
in  part  to  graphite.  There  were  also  associated  with  these  deposits  extensive  beds  of  iron  ore, 
which  we  now  find  chiefly  in  the  fem  of  magnetite,  hematite  and  specular  ore.  These  constitute 
the  Huronian  rocks.  From  the  amount  of  iron  ore  they  contain,  they  are  also  fittingly  termed 
the  iron-bearing  scries.  As  in  the  preceding  case,  the  strata  were  contorted,  flexed  and  folded, 
and  the  whole  island  was  further  elevated,  carrying  with  it  these  circumjacent  strata,  by  which 
its  extent  was  much  enlarged.  The  area  of  the  island  after  receiving  ^Is  increment  was  oon* 
sidjBrably  greater  than  the  surface  lepnsentedaa  Laurentian  and  Huronian  on  the  accompanying 
map,  since  it  was  subsequently  covered  to  a  considerable  extent  by  later  formations.  Penoket 
range,  in  Ashland  county,  is  the  most  conspicuous  development  of  the  Huronian  rocks  in  the 
state.  The  upturned  edge  of  the  formation  forms  a  bold  rampart,  extending  across  the  countiy 
for  sixty  miles,  making  the  nearest  approach  to  a  mountain  range  to  be  found  within  the  state. 
A  belt  of  magnetic  schist  may  be  traced  nearly  its  entire  length.  In  the  northern  part  of 
Oconto  county  .there  is  also  an  important  development  of  this  formation,  being  an  extension 
of  the  Menomonee  iron-bearing  series.  A  third  area  is  found  in  Barron  county,  which  includes 
deposits  of  pipestone.  In  the  south  central  part  of  the  state  there  are  a  considerable  number 
of  small  areas  and  isolated  outliers  of  quartzite  and  quarts-porphyry,  that,  without  much  doubt, 
belong  to  this  series.  The  most  conspicuous  of  these  are  the  Baraboo  (luartT-.ite  ranges,  in 
Sauk  and  Columbia  counties,  and  from  thence  a  chain  of  detached  outliers  extends  northeasterly 
through  several  counties.  The  most  southerly  exposure  of  the  formation  is  near  Lake  Mills,  ia 
Jefferson  county. 

TTIF.  COPPER-BBARilTG  SBRIB8. 

Previous  to  the  upheaval  of  the  Hunmian  strata,  there  occurred  in  the  Lake  Superior  region 
events  of  peculiar  and  striking  interest.  If  we  may  not  speak  with  absolute  assurance,  we  may 
at  least  say  with  reasonable  probability,  that  the  crust  of  the  earth  was  fissured  in  that  region, 
and  that  there  issued  from  beneath  an  immense  mass  of  molten  fock,  that  spread  itself  over  an 
area  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles  in  length  and  one  hundred  miles  in  width.  Th^action 
was  not  confined  to  a  single  overflow,  hut  eruption  foHowed  eruption,  sometimes  apparently  in 
quick  succession,  sometimes  evidently  at  long  intervals.  Each  outpouring,  when  solidified, 
fonned  a  stratum  of  trap  rock,  and  where  these  followed  each  other  without  any  intervening 
deposit,  a  series  of  trappean  beds  were  formed.  In  some  cases,  however,  an  interval  occurred, 
during  which  the  waves,  acting  ujxjn  the  rock  previously  formed,  produced  a  bed  of  sand,  gravel 
and  cla\.  which  afterward  solidified  into  sandstone,  conglomerate  and  shale.  The  history  of 
these  beds  is  lithographed  on  their  surface  in  beautiful  ripple-marks  and  other  evidences  of  wave- 
action.  After  the  cessation  of  the  igneous  eruptions,  there  accumulated  a  vast  thickness  of 
sandstone,  shale  and  conglomerate,  so  that  the  whole  series  is  literally  miles  in  thickness. 

The  eruptive  portions  have  been  spoken  of  as  traps,  for  convenience;  but  they  do  not  now 
]x>ssess  the  usual  characteristics  of  igneous  rocks,  and  ap|>ear  to  have  undergone  a  chemical 
metamurphism  by  which  the  mineral  ingredients  have  been  changed,  the  leading  ones  now  being 
an  iron  chlorite  and  a  feldspar,  with  which  are  associated,  as  accessory  minerals,  quartz,  epidote, 
prenite,  calcite,  laumontite,  analcite,  datolite,  magnetite,  native  copper  and  silver,  and,  more 
rarely,  other  minerals.  The  rock,  as  a  whole,  is  now  known  as  a  melai)hyr.  The  upper  portion 
of  each  bed  is  usually  characterized  by  almond-sized  cells  filled  with  the  minerals  above  men- 
tioned, i^iving  to  the  rock  an  amygdaloidal  nature.    The  native  copper  was  not  injected  in  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


TOPOGRAPHY  AND  OEOLOOY.  115 


molten  state,  a->  has  very  gcneraUy  been  siipiKJsed,  but  was  deposited  by  chemical  meaiib  after 
the  beds  were  funned  and  after  a  portion  of  the  chemical  change  of  the  minerals  above  mentioned 
bad  been  accomplished.  The  same  is  true  of  the  silver.  The  copper  occurs  ia  all  the  different 
f  rnis  of  rock  —  the  inelaph)  r  ,  i aiygdaloids,  sandstones,  shales  and  conglomerates^  but  most 
abundantly  in  the  amygdaloids  and  certain  conglomerates. 

This  series  extends  across  the  northern  portion  of  the  state,  occupying  portions  of  Ashland, 
Bayfield,  Douglas,  liurnctt  and  Polk  cottttties.  When  the  Huronian  rocks  were  elevated,  th^ 
carried  these  up  with  them,  and  they  partook  of  the  folding  in  some  measure.  The  copper- 
bearing  range  of  Keweenaw  Point,  Michigan,  extends  southwestward  through  Ashland,  Burnett 
and  Polk  counties,  and  throughout  this  whole  extent  the  beds  dip  north-northwesterly  toward 
Lake  Superior,  at  a  high  angle;  but  in  Douglas  and  Bayfield  counties  there  is  a  parallel  range 
in  whidi  the  beds  incline  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  undoubtedly  form  the  opposite  side  of  a 
tmo^  formed  by  a  downward  flexure  of  the  strata. 

PALEOZOIC  TIME  — SILURIAN  AGE. 
PorrsoAM  Samdstomb. 

After  the  great  Archaean  upheaval,  there  followed  a  long  period,  concerning  wnich  very  little 
is  known — a  "  lost  interval "  in  g^-ological  liistory.  It  is  only  certain  that  immense  erosion  of 
the  Archaean  strata  took  place,  and  that  in  time  the  sea  advanced  upon  the  island,  eroding  its 
ucaia  and  rudeix)siting  thp  wash  and  wear  beneath  its  surface.  The  more  resisting  beds  with- 
stood tltts  advance,  and  formed  reefs  and  rocky  islands  off  the  ancient  shores  about  whose  bases 
^V.-  sjnds  and  sediments  accumulated,  as  they  did  over  the  bottom  of  the  surrounding  ocean. 
Tile  hreakers,  (lashing  against  the  rocky  cliffs,  threw  down  masses  of  rock,  which  imbedded  them- 
selves in  the  sands,  or  were  rolled  and  rounded  on  the  beach,  and  at  length  were  buried,  in 
eitiier  case,  to  tell  their  own  history,  when  they  should  be  again  disclosed  by  the  ceaseless  gnaw- 
ii^  of  the  very  elements  that  had  buried  them.  In  additbn  to  the  accumulations  of  wash  and 
veardiat  have  previously  been  the  main  agents  of  rock-formations,  abundant  life  now  swarms  in 
the  ocean,  and  the  sands  become  the  great  cemetery  of  its  dead.  Though  the  contribution  of  each 
little  being  was  small,  the  myriad  millions  that  the  waters  brought  forth,  yielded  by  their  remains, 
a  large  contribution  to  the  accumulating  sediments.  Among  plants,  there  were  sea-weeds,  and 
among  animals,  piotosoans,  radiates,  mollusks  and  articulates,  all  the  sub-kingdoms  except  the 
votebrates.  Among  these,  the  most  remarkable,  both  in  nature  and  number,  were  the  trilobites, 
*ho  have  left  their  casts  in  countless  multitudes  in  certain  localities.  The  resuU  of  the  aclrion 
of  these  several  agencies  was  the  formation  of  extensive  beds  of  sandstone,  with  interstratified 
layers  of  limestone  and  shale*  These  surrounded  the  Archaean  nucleus  on  all  sides,  and  reposed 
«a  its  flanks.  On  the  Lake  Superior  margin,  the  sea  acted  mainly  upon  the  copper  and  iron- 
bearing  series,  which  are  highly  ferruginous,  and  the  result  wat  the  red  Lake  Superior  sandstone. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  island,  the  wave-action  was  mainly  upon  quartzites,  jKjrphyries  and 
granites,  and  resulted  in  light-colored  sand^stoues.  The  former  is  confined  to  the  immediate 
ridai^of  Lake  Superior;  the  latter  occupies  a  broad,  irregular  belt  bordering  the  Archaean 
SRs  on  the  south,  and,  being  widest  in  the  central  part  of  the  state,  is  often  likened  to  a  rude 
crescent.  The  form  and  position  of  the  area  will  be  best  apprehended  by  referring  to  the 
Jci-'ompanying  map.  It  will  be  understood  from  the  foregoing  descrijition,  that  the  strata  of  this 
fonnation  lie  in  a  nearly  horizontal  [K>sition,  and  repose  unconftirmably  upon  the  worn  surface 
«f  the  crystalline  rocks.  The  dose  of  this  period  was  not  marked  by  any  great  upheaval;  there 
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was  no  crumpling  or  metaraorphism  of  the  strata,  and  they  have  remained  to  the  present  day 
veiy  much  u  they  were  originally  deposited,  save  a  slight  McUng  upwaid  tn  the  central 
portbn  of  the  state.  The  beds  have  been  somewhat  compacted  by  the  pressure  of  superin. 
cumbent  strata  and  solidified  by  the  cementing  action  of  calcareous  and  ferruginous  waters,  and 
by  their  own  coherence,  but  the  original  character  of  the  formation,  as  a  great  sand-bed,  has  not 
been  obliterated.  It  still  bears  the  ripple-marks,  cross-laminatiun,  worm-burrows,  and  similar 
DMfldi^  that  charabteriae  a  saudy  beach.  Its  thickness  is  very  irregular,  owing  to  the  uaeven- 
ness  of  its  Archaean  bottom,  and  may  be  said  to  range  from  1,000  feet  downward.  The  stnua 
slope  gently  away  from  the  Archsean  core  of  the  state  and  underlie  all  the  later  formations,  and 
may  be  reached  at  any  point  in  southern  Wisconsin  by  penetrating  to  a  sufficient  depth,  which 
can  be  calculated  with  an  approximate  correctness.  As  it  is  a  water«bearing  formation,  and  tb« 
source  of  fine  Artesian  wells,  this  is  a  fact  of  much  importance.  Thi  intert>edded  layers  of  lime- 
stone and  shale,  by  supplying  impervious  strata,  very  much  enhance  its  value  as  a  source  <tf 
fountains. 

LoWfcK     M  ACNEStAN  LlMKSTONE. 

During  the  previous  period,  the  accumulation  of  sandstone  gave  place  for  a  time  to  tiie 
formation  of  limestone,  and  afterward  the  deposit  of  sandstone  was  resumed.  At  its  close,  with- 
out any  veiy  marked  disturbance  6f  existing  oon<tition8,  the  formation  of  limestone  was  resumed, 
and  progressed  with  little  interruption  till  a  thickness  ranging  from  50  to  250  feet  was  attained. 

This  variation  is  due  mainly  to  irregularities  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  formation,  which  is 
undulating,  and  in  some  localities,  may  appropriately  be  termed  billowy,  tlie  surface  rising  and 
falling  100  feet,  in  some  cases,  within  a  short  distance.  This,  and  the  preceding  similar  deposit, 
have  been  spoken  of  as  limestones  simply,  but  they  are  really  dolomites,  or  magnesian  limestones, 
since  they  contain  a  large  proportion  of  carbonate  of  magnesia.  This  rock  also  contains  a 
notable  quantity  of  silica,  which  occurs  disseminated  thruu>^h  the  mass  of  the  rock;  or,  variously, 
as  nodules  or  masses  of  chert ;  as  crystals  of  c^uartz,  tilling  or  lining  drusy  cavities,  forming 
beautiful  miniature  grottos;  as  the  nucleus  of  odlitic  concretions,  or  as  sand.  Some  argillaceous 
matter  also  enters  into  its  composition,  and  small  iiuantities  of  the  ores  of  iron,  lead  and  copper, 
are  sometimes  found,  but  they  give  little  promise  of  value.  The  evidences  of  life  are  vciy 
scanty.  Some  sea-weeds,  a  few  mollusks,  and  an  occasional  indication  of  other  forms  of  life 
embrace  the  known  list,  except  at  a  few  favored  localities  where  a  somewhat  ampler  fauna 
found.  But  it  is  not,  therefore,  safe  to  assume  the  absence  of  life  in  the  depositing  seas,  for  it 
is  certain  that  most  timestone  has  orignated  from  the  remains  of  animals  and  plants  that  secrete 
calcareous  material,  and  it  is  most  consistent  to  believe  that  such  was  the  case  in  the  present 
instance,  and  that  the  distinct  traces  of  life  were  mostly  obliterated.  This  formation  oCLUi)it>  aa 
irregular  belt  skirting  the  Potsdam  area.  It  was,  doubtless,  originall)  a  somewhat  uuiturm  band 
swinging  around  the  nucleus  of  the  state  already  formed,  but  it  has  since  been  eroded  by 
streams  to  its  present  jagged  outline. 

St,  Pbtbr's  Sandstone. 

At  the  close  of  this  limestone-making  period,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  interval  of  which 
we  have  no  record,  and  the  next  chapter  of  the  history  introduces  us  to  another  en  of  sand 
accumulation.  The  work  began  by  the  leveling  up  of  the  inequalities  of  the  surface  of  the  Lower 
Magnesian  limestone,  and  it  ceased  before  that  was  entirely  accomplished  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  for  a  few  prominences  were  left  projecting  through  the  sand  deposits.  The  material  laid 
down  consisted  of  a  silicious  sand,  of  uniform,  welWpuoded — doubtle:>s  well-rolled — grains.  1  his 
was  evidently  deposited  horisontally  upon  the  uneven  limestone  surface,  and  so  rests  in  a  sense 
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unconformably  upon  it.  Where  the  sandstone  abuts  against  the  sides  of  the  limestone  promi- 
DCQces,  it  is  mingled  with  material  derived  by  wave  action  from  them,  which  tells  the  story  of 
hs  fonnatioti.  Bat  atide  horn  thete  and  other  exceptional  impurities,  the  formation  is  a  very 
pare  saadstonei  and  is  tued  for  glass  manuracture.  At  most  points,  the  sandstone  has  never  become 
finnlf  cemented  and  readily  crumbles,  so  that  it  is  used  for  mortar,  the  simple  handling  with  pick 
and  shovel  being  sufficient  to  reduce  it  to  a  sand.  Owing  to  the  unevenness  of  its  bottom,  it 
varies  greatly  in  thickness,  the  greatest  yet  observed  being  212  feet,  but  the  average  is  less  than 
100  feet.  Until  recently,  no  organic  remabs  had  ever  been  found  in  it,  and  the  traces  now  col- 
lected are  very  meager  indeed,  but  they  are  suflteient  to  show  the  existence  of  marine  life,  and 
demonstrate  that  it  is  an  oceanic  deposit.  The  rarity  of  fossils  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  porous 
nature  of  the  rock,  which  is  unfavorable  to  their  preservation.  This  porosity,  however,  subserves 
a  very  useful  purpose,  as  it  renders  this  pre-eminently  a  water-bearing  horizon,  and  supplies  some 
of  the  finest  Artesian  foantains  in  the  state,  and  is  competent  to  furnish  many  more.  It  occupies 
but  a  narrow  area  at  the  surface,  fringing  that  of  the  Lower  Uagnesian  limestone  on  the  south. 

Trenton  Limestone. 

A  slight  change  in  the  oceanic  conditions  caused  a  return  to  limestone  formation,  accompa- 
nied with  the  deposit  of  considerable  clayey  material,  which  formed  shale.  The  origin  of  the 
limestone  is  made  evident  by  a  dose  examination  of  it,  which  shows  it  to  be  full  of  fragments  of 
shells  corals,  and  other  organic  remains,  or  the  impressions  they  have  left.  Countless  numbers 
of  the  lower  forms  of  life  flourished  in  the  seas,  and  left  their  remains  to  be  comminuted  and 
cwsolidated  into  limestone.  A  part  of  the  time,  the  accumulation  of  clayey  matter  predominated, 
aad  so  layers  of  shale  alternate  with  the  limestone  beds,  and  shaly  leaves  and  partings  occur  in 
the  limestone  layers.  Unliite  the  calcareous  strata  above  and  below,  a  portion  of  these  are  true 
limestone,  containing  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  magnesia.  A  sufficient  amount  of  carbon- 
aceous matter  is  present  in  some  layers  to  cause  them  to  hum  readily.  This  formation  is  quite 
Highly  metaniferons  in  certain  portions  of  the  lead  region,  containing  sine  especially,  and  con- 
sidenMe  lead,  with  less  quantities  of  other  metals.  The  formation  abounds  in  fossils,  many  of 
them  well  preserved,  and,  from  their  great  mtiqaity,  they  possess  uncommon  interest.  All  the 
animal  sub-kingdoms,  except  vertebrates,  are  represented.  The  surface  area  of  this  rock  borders 
the  St.  Peter's  sandstone,  but,  to  avoid  too  great  complexity  on  the  map,  it  is  not  distinguished  from 
dte  next  fonnation  to  which  it  is  closely  allied.   Its  thickness  reaches  tso  feet. 

The  Galena  Limestone. 

With  scarcely  a  change  of  oceanic  conditions,  limestone  deposit  continued,  so  that  we  find 
reposing  upon  the  surface  of  the  Trenton  limestone,  250  feet,  or  less,  of  a  light  gray  or  buff 
colofed  highly  magnesian  limestone,  occurring  in  heavy  beds,  and  having  a  sub->crystal]ine  struc- 
tsie.  In  the  southern  portion  of  the  state,  it  contains  but  little  shaly  matter,  but  in  the  north- 
eastern  part,  it  is  modified  by  the  addition  of  argillaceous  layers  and  leaves,  and  presents  a  bluish 
or  greenish-gray  aspect.  It  receives  its  name  from  the  sulpliide  of  lead,  -galena,  of  which  it 
contains  large  quantities,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  tiie  stale.  Zinc  ore  is  also  abundant,  and 
lime  minerals  give  to  this  and  the  underlying  formation  great  importance  in  that  region.  Else> 
vliere,  although  these  ores  are  present  in  small  quantities,  they  have  not  developed  economic 
importance.  This  limestone,  though  changing  its  nature,  as  above  stated,  occupies  a  large  area  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  state,  and  a  broad  north  and  south  belt  in  east-central  Wisconsin. 
It  will  be  seen  that  our  island  is  growing  apace  by  concentric  additions,  and  that,  as  the  several 
fonnations  sweep- around  the  central  nucleus  of  Arch»an  rocks,  they  swing  off  into  adjoining 
ftstes,  whose  formation  was  somewhat  more  tardy  than  that  of  IVisconsin. 
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CofcnrKATi  Shales. 

A  change  entiled  upoti  the  formation  of  the  Galena  limestone,  by  virtite  of  which  there  fol* 
lowed  the  deposition  of  large  quantities  of  clay»  accompanied  by  some  calcareous  material,  the 
whole  reaching  at  some  points  a  thickness  of  more  than  soo  feet.  The  sediment  has  never 
become  more  than  partially  indurated,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  now  only  a  bed  of  compact  clay. 
Other  portions  hardened  to  shale  or  limestone  according  to  the  material.  The  shales  are  of 
various  gray,  green,  blue,  purple  and  other  hues,  so  that  where  vertical  cliffs  are  exposed,  as  along  i 
Green  bay,  a  beautiful  appearance  is  presented.  As  a  whole,  this  is  a  very  soft  fonnation,  and 
hence  easily  eroded.  Owing  to  this  fact,  along  the  east  side  of  the  Green-bay-Rock-river  val- 
ley, it  hns  ])een  extensively  carried  away,  leaving  the  hard  overlying  Niigir  i  limestone  projecting 
in  the  bold  cliffs  known  as  "  I'he  Ledge."  The  prominence  of  the  mounds  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  state  are  due  to  a  like  cause.  Certain  portions  of  this  formation  abound  in  astonish- 
ing numbers  of  well  preserved  fossils,  among  which  corals,  bryosoans,  and  brachiopods,  pre> 
dominate,  the  first  named  being  especially  abundant.  A  little  intelligent  attention  to  these  might 
have  saved  a  considerable  waste  of  time  and  means  in  an  idle  search  for  coal,  to  which  a  slight 
resemblance  to  some  of  the  shales  of  the  coal  measures  has  led.  This  forraatiun  underlies  the 
mounds  of  the  lead  region,  and  forms  a  narrow  belt  on  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Gieen-bay-Rock- 
river  valley.  This  was  the  closing  period  of  the  Lower  Silurian  Age. 

Clinton  Iron  Ore. 

On  the  surface  of  the  ^hales  just  described,  there  were  accumulated,  here  and  there,  bedsof  pecu- 
liar lenticular  iron  ore.    It  is  probable  that  it  was  deposited  in  detached  basins,  but  the  evidence  ' 
of  this  is  not  conclusive.    In  our  own  state,  this  is  chiefly  known  as  Iron  Ridge  ore,  from  the  ! 

remarkable  development  it  attains  at  that  i)oint.  It  is  made  up  of  little  concretions,  which  from 
their  size  and  co'or  are  fancied  to  rese  nble  flax  seed,  and  hence  tlie  name  "seed  ore,"  or  the 
roe  of  fish,  and  hence  oolitic  ore.  "Shot  ore"  is  also  a  common  term.  This  i>  a  soft  ore  occur- 
ring  in  regular  horizontal  beds  which  are  quarried  with  more  ease  than  ordinary  limestone.  This 
deposit  attains,  at  Iron  Ridge,  the  unusual  thickness  of  twenty-five  feet,  and  affords  a  readfly 
accessible  supply  of  ore,  adequate  to  all  demands  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Similar,  but  much 
less  extensive  beds,  occur  at  Hartford,  and  near  Depere,  besides  some  feeble  deposits  elsewhere. 
Large  quantities  of  ore  from  Iron  Ridge  have  been  shipped  to  various  pouu:i  in  this  and  neigh- 
boring States  for  reduction,  in  addition  to  that  smeited  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines. 

Niagara  Limestone. 

Following  the  period  of  iron  deposit,  there  ensued  the  greatest  limestone-forming  era  in  the 
history  of  Wisconsin.    During  its  progress  a  series  of  beds,  summing  up,  at  their  points  of  great-  ^ 
est  thickness,  scarcely  less  thin  eight  hundred  feet,  were  laid  down.   The  process  of  formation 
was  essentially  th  it  already  described,  the  accumulation  of  t!ie  calcareous  secretions  of  marine' 
life.    Toward  the  close  of  t!ie  period,  reefs  appeared,  that  closely  resemble  the  coral  reefs  of  the 
present  seas,  and  doubtless  have  a  similar  history.    Corals  form  a  very  prominent  element  m  the 
life  of  this  period,  and  with  them  were  associated  great  numberi  of  mollusks,  one  of  which 
{Pemtgmmu  Mfit^fut)  sometimes  occurs  in  beds  not  unlike  certain  bivalves  of  to-day,  and  may  i 
be  said  to  have  been  the  oyster  of  the  Silurian  seas.    At  certain  pointa»  those  wonderful  animals,  | 
the  stone  lilies  {Crinaiiis),  grew  in  remarkable  abundance,  mounted  on  stems  like  a  plant,  vet 
true  animals.    Those  uni(}iie  crustaceans,  the  trilobites,  were  conspicuous  in  numbers  and  variety, 
while  the  gigantic  cephalopods  held  sway  over  the  life  of  the  seas.   In  the  vicinity  of  th.-  reeib. 
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there  seem  to  have  been  extensive  calcareous  sand  flats  and  areas  over  which  fine  calcareous  mud 
settled,  the  former  resulting  in  a  pure  granular  dolomite,  the  latter  in  a  compact  close-textured 
stone.  Th^  rock  of  the  reeff  u  of  very  irregular  itructnre.  Of  other  portions  of  the  fomuttion^ 
some  ue  coarse  heavy  beds,  some  fine,  cven>beddedt  close-grained  lajrers,  and  some,  again,  inegp- 

lar,  impure  and  cherty.  All  are  highly  magncsian,  and  some  are  amo.^g  the  purest  dolomites 
known.    The  Niagara  limestone  occupies  a  broad  belt  lying  adjacent  to  Lake  Michigan. 

LowBK  Hbloerbeko  Limbstoms. 

On  Mud  creek,  near  Milwaukee,  there  is  found  a  thin-bedded  slaty  limestone,  that  is 

believed  to  represent  this  period.  It  has  negle  ted,  however,  to  leave  us  an  unequivocal  record 
of  its  history,  as  fossils  are  extremely  rare,  and  its  stratigraphical  relations  and  liihographical 
character  are  capable  of  more  than  one  interpretation.  Near  the  village  of  Waubeka  in 
(haukee  county,  there  is  a  similar  formatbn,  somewhat  more  fossiliferous,  that  seems  to  repre- 
sent the  same  period.  The  area  which  these  occupy  is  very  small  and  they  play  a  most  insignifi- 
cant part  in  the  geology  of  the  state.  They  close  the  record  of  the  Silurian  age  in  Wisconsin. 
Daring  its  progress  the  land  had  been  gradually  emerging  from  the  ocean  and  increasing  its 
smplitude  by  concentric  belts  of  limestone,  sandstone  and  shale.  There  had  been  no  general 
disMibance,  only  those  slight  oscillations  which  changed  the  nature  of  the  forming  rock  and 
facilitated  deposition.  At  its  close  the  waters  retired  ftom  the  holders  of  the  state,  and  an 
interval  supervened,  during  which  no  additions  are  known  to  have  been  made  to  its  substructure. 

DEVONIAN  AGE. 

Hamilton  Cement  Rock. 

After  a  lapse  of  time, during  which  the  upj  cmiobt  Silurian  and  the  lowest  Devonian  strata, 
asfirand  elsewhere,  were  formed,  the  waters  again  advuiced  slightly  uix>a  the  eastern  margin  of 
tie  ttste  and  deposited  a  magnesian  limestone  mingled  with  stlicious  and  almuninous  material, 

farming  a  combination  of  which  a  portion  has  recently  been  shown  to  jMssess  hydraulic 
;n!icrtic>  of  a  hii;h  degree  of  excellence.  With  this  deposition  there  dawned  a  new  era  in  the 
life-iustory  of  Wisconsin.  While  multitudes  of  protozoans,  radiates,  mollusks  and  articulates 
svarmed  in  the  previous  seasi  no  trace  of  a  vertebrate  has  been  found.  The  Hamilton  period 
witnessed  the  introduction  of  the  highest  type  of  the  animal  kingdom  into  the  Wisconnn  series. 
But  even  then  only  the  lowest  class  was  represented  —  the  fishes.  The  lower  orders  of  life,  as 
before,  were  present,  hut  the  species  were  of  the  less  ancient  Devonian  type.  Precisely  how  far 
the  deposit  originally  extended  is  not  now  known,  as  it  has  undoubtedly  been  much  reduced  by 
the  eroding  agencies  that  have  acted  upon  it  That  portion  which  remains,  occupies  a  limited 
area  on  the  lake  shore  immediately  north  of  Milwaukee,  extending  inland  half  a  dozen  miles. 
Th  •  rtrncnt  rock  proper  is  found  on  the  Milwaukee  river  just  above  the  ci  y.  At  the  close  of 
the  Hnrnilton  period  the  oceatnc  waters  retired,  and,  if  they  ever  suhse(iuently  encroached  upon 
ocr  lerritoiy,  they  have  left  us  no  permanent  record  of  iheir  intrusion. 

The' history  of  the  formation  of  the  substructure  of  the  state  was,  it  will  be  observed,  in  an 
Musual  degree,  simple  and  progresiive.  Starting  with  a  firm  core  of  most  ancient  crystalline 
rc<ks. leaf  upon  leaf  of  stony  strata  were  piled  around  it,  adding  belt  after  belt  to  the  margin  of 
Hie  growing  island  until  it  extended  itself  far  beyond  the  limits  of  our  state,  and  coalesced  with 
tile  forming  continent.  An  ideal  map  of  the  state  would  show  the  Archaean  nucleus  surrounded 
by  concentric  bands  of  the  later  formations  in  the  order  of  their  deposition.   But  during  all  the 
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vast  lapse  of  time  consumed  in  their  growth,  the  elements  were  gnawing,  carving  and  channeling 
the  surfacet  and  the  outcropping  edges  of  the  fomuUions  weie  becoming  more  and  more  jagged, 
and  now,  after  the  last  stratum  had  been  added,  and  the  whole  had  been  lifted  from  the  waten 

that  gave  it  birth,  there  ensued  perhaps  a  still  vaster  era,  during  which  the  histor}'  was  simply 
that  of  surface  erosion.  The  face  of  the  state  became  creased  with  the  wrinkles  of  age.  The 
edges  of  her  rocky  wrappings  became  ragged  with  the  wear  of  time.  The  remaining  Devonun 
periods,  the  great  Carbonifeious  age,  the  Mesoioic  tn,  and  the  earlier  Tertiaiy  periods  passed, 
leaving  no  other  record  than  that  of  denudation. 

THE  GLACIAL  PERIOD. 

With  the  apj)roach  of  the  great  Ice  Age,  a  new  chapter  was  opened.  An  immense  sheet  of 
ice  moved  slowly,  but  irresistibly,  down  from  the  nortli,  planing  down  the  prominences,  filling  up 
the  vaUeys,  polishing  and  grooving  the  strata,  and  heaping  up  its  rubbish  of  sand,  gravel,  clay  aad 
bowlders  over  the  face  of  the  country.  It  engraved  the  lines  of  its  progress  on  the  rocks,  and,  by 
reading  these,  we  learn  that  one  prodigious  tongue  of  ice  plowed  along  the  bed  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  a  smaller  one  pushed  through  the  valley  of  (ireen  bay  and  Rock  river,  while  another 
immense  ice-stream  flowed  southwestward  through  the  trough  of  Lake  Superior  and  onward 
into  Minnesota.  The  diversion  of  the  glacier  through  these  great  channels  seems  to  have  left 
the  southwestern  portion  of  the  state  intact,  and  over  it  we  fmd  no  drift  accumulations.  With 
the  approach  of  a  warmer  climate,  the  ice-streams  were  melted  backward,  leaving  their  deirit 
heaped  promisctiously  over  the  surface,  giving  it  a  new  configuration.  In  the  midst  of  this 
retreat,  a  series  of  halts  and  advances  seem  to  have  taken  place  in  close  succession,  by  which  the 
drift  was  pushed  up  into  ridges  and  hills  along  the  foot  of  the  ice,  after  which  a  more  rapid 
retreat  ensued.  The  effect  of  this  action  was  to  produce  that  remarkable  chain  of  drift  hills  and 
ridges,  known  as  the  Kettle  range,  which  we  have  already  described  as  winding  over  the 
surface  of  the  state  in  a  very  peculiar  manner.  It  is  a  great  historic  rampart,  recording  the 
position  of  the  edge  of  the  glacier  at  a  certain  stage  of  its  retreat,  and  doubtless  at  the  same  time 
noting  a  great  climatic  or  dynamic  change.  | 

The  melting  of  the  glacier  gave  rise  to  large  quantities  of  water,  and  hence  to  numerous 
torrents,  as  well  as  lakes.  There  occurred  about  this  time  a  depression  of  the  land  to  the  north- 
ward, which  was  perhaps  the  cause,  in  part  or  in  whole,  of  the  retreat  of  the  ice.  This  gave 
origin  to  the  great  lakes.  The  waters  advanced  somewhat  upon  the  laud  and  deposited  the  red 
clay  that  borders  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior  and  occupies  the  Green  bay  valley  as  far  up  as 
the  viciniQrof  Fond  du  Lac,  After  several  oscillations,  the  lakes  settled  down  into  their  present 
positions.  Wherever  the  glacier  |)lo\ved  over  the  land,  it  left  an  irregular  sheet  of  commingled 
clay,  sand,  gravel  and  bowlders  spread  unevenly  over  the  surface.  The  depressions  formed  by 
its  irregularities  soon  filled  with  water  and  gave  origin  to  numerous  lakelets.  Probably  not  one 
of  the  thousands  of  Wisconsin  lakes  had  an  existence  before  the  glacial  period.  Wherever  the 
great  lakes  advanced  upon  the  land,  they  leveled  its  surface  and  left  their  record  in  lacnstine 
clays  and  sandy  beach  lines. 

With  the  retreat  of  the  glacier,  vegetation  covered  the  surface,  and  by  its  aid  and  the  action 
of  tiie  dements  our  fertile  drift  soils,  among  the  last  and  best  of  Wisconsin's  formations,  were 
produced.   And  the  work  still  goes  ont 
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CLIMATOLOGY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

By  Prof.  H.  H.  OLDENHAGE. 

The  climate  of  a  country,  or  that  peculiar  sute  of  the  atmosphere  in  regard  to  heat  and 

moisture  which  prevails  in  any  given  place,  and  which  directly  affects  the  growth  of  plants  and 
animals,  is  determined  by  the  following  causes :  ist.  Distance  from  the  equator,  ad.  Distance 
bom  the  sea.  3d.  Height  above  the  sea.  4th.  Prevailing  winds;  and  5th.  Local  influences, 
ndi  as  soiU  v^etation,  and  proximity  to  lakes  and  mountains. 

Of  these  causei»  the  first;  distance  from  the  equator,  is  by  far  the  most  important  The 
warmest  climates  are  necessarily  those  of  tropical  regions  where  the  sun's  rays  are  vertical.  But 
in  proceeding  from  the  equator  toward  the  poles,  less  and  less  heat  continues  to  be  received  by 
the  lune  extent  of  surface,  because  the  rays  fall  more  and  more  obliquely,  and  the  same  amount 
ofheat>rays  therefore  spread  over  an  increasing  breadth  of  surface;  while,  however,  with  the 
increase  of  obliqui^,  more  and  more  heat  is  absorbed  by  the  atmosphere,  as  the  amount  of  air 
to  be  penetrated  is  greater.  If  the  earth's  surface  were  either  wholly  land  or  water,  and  its 
atmosphere  motionless,  the  gradations  of  climate  would  run  parallel  with  the  latitudes  from  the 
flqutw  to  the  poles.  But  owing  to  the  irregular  distribution  of  hmd  and  watef,  and  the  prevail, 
ing  winds,  such  an  arrangement  is  impossible,  and  the  determination  at  the  real  climate  of  a  given 
r^'oo,  and     causes,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  science. 

On  the  second  of  these  causes,  distance  from  the  sea,  depends  the  difference  between  oce- 
inic  and  continental  climates.  Water  is  more  slowly  heated  and  cooled  than  land ;  the  climates 
of  die  sea  and  the  adjacent  land  are  theiefons  much  more  equable  and  moist  than  those  of  the 
iatefior. 

A  decrease  of  temperature  is  noticeable  in  ascending  high  mountains.  The  rate  at  which 
the  temperature  falls  with  the  height  above  the  sea  is  a  very  variable  ciuantity,  and  is  influenced 
by  a  variety  of  causes,  such  as  latitude,  situation,  moisture,  or  dryness,  hour  of  the  day  and  season 
of  the  year.  As  a  rough  approximaticm,  however,  the  fall  of  <rf^  the  thermometer  for  every 
300  feet  is  usually  adopted. 

Air  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  earth's  surface,  tends  to  acquire  the  temperature  of  that 
rjrface.  Hence,  winds  from  the  north  are  cold ;  those  from  the  south  arc  warm.  Winds  from 
the  sea  are  moist,  and  winds  from  the  land  are  usually  dry.  Prevailing  winds  are  the  result  of 
the  relative  distribution  of  atmospheric  pressure  blowing /rvM  places  where  the  pressure  is  high- 
ottlmard  places  where  it  is  lowest.  As  climate  practically  depends  on  the  temperature  and 
moisture  of  the  air,  and  as  these  again  depend  on  the  prevailing  winds  which  come  charged  with 
the  temperature  and  moisture  of  the  regions  they  have  traversed,  it  is  evident  that  charts  show- 
ing the  mean  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  give  us  the  key  to  the  climates  of  the  different  regions 
of  die  world.  The  eflect  of  prevailing  winds  is  seen  in  the  moist  and  equable  climate  of  West« 
*n  Europe,  especially  Great  Britain,  owing  to  the  wann  and  moist  southwest  winds;  and  in  the 
e^^tremes  of  the  eastern  part  of  North  America,  due  to  the  warm  and  moist  winds  prevailing  in 
fummer  and  the  Arctic  blasts  of  winter. 
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Among  local  influences  which  modify  climate,  the  nature  of  the  soQ  is  one  of  the  moit 
important.  Ai  water  abeorbs  much  heat,  wet,  marshy  ground  usuaUjr  lowers  the  mean  tempen* 

ture.  A  sandy  waste  presents  the  greatest  extremes.  The  extremes  of  temperature  are  also  modi* 
fied  by  extensive  forests,  wliich  prevent  the  soil  from  being  as  much  warmed  and  cooled  as  it 
would  be  if  bare.  Evaporation  goes  on  more  slowly  under  the  trees,  since  the  soil  is  screened 
from  the  sun.  And  as  the  air  among  the  trees  is  little  agitated  by  the  wind,  the  vapor  is  left  to 
accumnlate,  and  hence  the  humidity  of  the  air  is  increased,  Qimate  is  modified  in  a  similar  man. 
ner  by  lakes  and  other  large  surfaces  of  water.  During  summer  the  water  cools  the  air  and 
reduces  the  temperature  of  the  locality.  In  winter,  on  the  other  hand,  the  opposite  effect  is  pro- 
duced, The  surface  water  which  is  cooled  sinks  to  lower  levels;  the  warmer  water  rising  to  the 
sniface,  radiates  heat  into  the  air  and  thi|s  raises  the  temperature  of  the  neighboring  region. 
This  influence  is  well  illustrated,  on  a  great  scale,  in  our  own  state  by  Lake  Michigan. 

It  is,  lastly,  of  importance  whether  a  given  tract  of  country  is  diversified  Iiy  hills,  valleys  and 
mountains.  Winds  with  their  warm  vapor  strike  the  sides  of  mountains  and  are  forced  up  into 
higher  levels  of  the  atmosphere,  where  the  vapor  is  condensed  into  clouds.  Air  coming  in  con- 
tact, daring  the  night  or  in  winter,  with  the  cooled  declivities  of  hills  and  rising  grounds  becomes 
cooled  and  consequently  denser  and  sinks  to  the  low-lying  grottttds,  displacing  the  warmer  and 
lighter  air.  Hence,  frosts  often  occur  at  these  places,  when  no  trace  of  them  can  be  found  at 
higher  levels.  For  the  same  reason  the  cold  of  winter  is  generally  more  intense  in  ravines  and 
valleys  than  on  hill  tops  and  high  grounds,  the  valleys  being  a  receptacle  for  the  cold-air  currents 
which  descend  from  dl  sides.  These  currents  give  rise  to  gusts  and  blasts  of  cold  wind,  which 
are  simply  the  out-msh  of  cold  air  from  such  basins.  This  is  a  subject  of  great  practical  impor- 
tance to  fni it-growers. 

In  order  to  understand  the  principal  features  of  the  climate  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  conditions 
on  which  diese  depend,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  general  climatology  of  the  eastern  United 
States.  The  chief  characteristic  of  this  area  as  a  whole  is,  that  ;t  is  subject  to  great  extremes— to 

all  those  variations  of  temperature  which  prevail  from  the  tropical  to  the  Arctic  regions.  This 
is  principally  due  to  the  topographical  conditions  of  our  continent.  The  Rocky  mountains  con- 
densing the  moisture  of  the  warm  wmds  from  the  Pacific  and  preventing  them  from  reachmg  far 
inland,  separate  thedimateof  theMississippi  valley  widely  from  that  ofthe  Pacific  slope.  Between 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Arctic  sea  there  is  no  elevation  to  exceed  2,000  feet  to  arrest  the 
flow  of  the  hot  southerly  winds  of  summer,  or  the  cold  northerly  winds  of  winter.  From  this 
results  a  variation  of  tem[icrature  hardly  equaled  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

In  determinmg  the  climates  of  the  United  States,  western  Europe  is  usually  taken  as  the 
basis  of  comparison.  The  Contrast  between  these  regions  is  indeed  very  great.  New  York  is  in 
the  same  latitude  with  Madrid,  Naples  and  Constantinople.  Quebec  is  not  so  far  north  as  Paris. 
London  and  Labrador  are  equi-distant  from  the  equator  ;  but  while  England,  with  her  mild,  moist 
climate,  produces  an  abundance  of  vegetation,  in  Labrador  all  cultivation  ceases.  In  the  latitude 
of  Stockholm  and  St.  Petersburg,  at  the  6oth  parallel,  we  find  in  eastern  North  America,  vast  ice- 
fields which  seldom  melt  The  moist  and  equable  climate  of  western  Europe  in  high  latitudes 
is  due  to  the  Gulf  Stream  and  the  southwest  winds  of  the  Atlantic,  which  spread  their  warmth 
and  moisture  over  the  western  coast.  Comparison,  however,  shows  that  the  climate  of  the  Pacific 
coast  of  North  America  is  quite  as  mild  as  that  of  western  Europe ;  and  this  is  due  to  the  same 
kind  of  influences,  namely,  to  the  warm,  moist  winds  and  the  eurrents  of  the  Pacific  And  to  cop- 
rinue  the  comparisoi*  still  further,  in  proceeding  on  both  continents  from  west  to  east,  or  from 
ocean  into  the  interior,  we  find  a  general  resemblance  of  climatic  conditions,  modified  greatly,  it 
is  true,  by  local  influences. 
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The  extreme  sumnaer  climate  of  the  eastern  United  States  is  owing  to  the  southerly  and 
KNtthwesterly  winds,  whkh  blow  with  great  regularity  during  this  season,  and,  after  traversing 
great  areas  of  tropical  seas,  bear  the  warmth  and  moisture  of  these  seas  far  inhmd,  and  give  this 

region  the  peculiar  semi-tropical  character  of  its  summers.  The  average  temperature  of  summer 
varies  between  80°  for  the  (ailf  states,  atid  60"  for  tiic  extreme  north.  While  in  the  Gulf  states 
the  thermometer  often  rises  to  100°,  in  the  latitude  of  Wisconsin  this  occurs  very  seldom.  During 
vtDter  the  prevailing  winds  are  from  the  northwest.  These  cold  blasts  from  the  Arctic  sea  are 
deflected  by  the  Rocky  mountains,  sweep  down  unopposed  into  lower  latitudes,  and  produce  all 
the  rigors  of  an  arctic  winter.  The  mean  temperature  for  this  season  varies  between  60°  for  the 
Gulf  coast  and  15*'  for  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Wisconsin.  In  the  northern  part  of  the 
Talley  the  cold  is  sometimes  so  intense  that  the  thermometer  sinks  to  the  freezing  point  of 
mercury. 

The  extreme  of  heat  and  cold  would  give  a  continental  climate  if  this  extreme  were  not  accom> 
panied  by  a  profusion  of  rain.  The  southerly  winds,  laden  with  moisture,  distribute  this  moist- 
ure with  great  regularity  over  the  valley.  The  amount  of  rainfall,  greater  in  summer  than  in 
winter,  varies,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Wisconsin,  from  63  inches  to  30  inches.  On  the  At- 
lantic coast,  where  the  distribution  is  more  eqaal  throut^out  the  year  on  account  of  its  proximity 
to  dieocean,  the  amount  varies,  from  Florida  to  Maine,  from  63  to  40  inches.  I  he  atmospheric 
movements  on  which,  to  a  great  extent,  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  eastern  United  States 
depend,  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

"  I.  That  the  northeast  trades,  deflected  in  their  courie  to  south  and  southeast  winds  in 
thdr  puaxgt  through  the  Carribean  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  the  warm  and  moist  wbds 
which  communicate  to  the  Mississippi  valley  and  the  Atlantic  slope  their  fertility. 

"  2.  That  the  prevalence  of  these  .winds  from  May  to  October  communicates  to  this  region 
I  sab-tropical  climate. 

"3.  That  in  the  region  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  lAexico^  the  atmospheric  disturbances  are 
propagated  from  south  to  north ;  but  in  die  northern  and  middle  states,  owing  to  a  prevailing 

upper  current,  from  west  to  east. 

"4.  That  while  this  upper  current  is  cool  and  dry,  and  we  have  the  apparent  anomaly  of 
rain  storms  traveling  from  west  to  east,  at  the  same  time  the  moisture  supplying  them  comes  from 
Uie  south. 

'*5.  That,  in  the  winter,  the  south  and  southeast  winds  rise  into  the  upper  current,  while 

the  west  and  northwest  winds  descend  and  blow  as  surface  winrN,  accompanied  by  an  extraof* 
dinary  depression  of  temperature,  creating,  as  it  were,  an  almost  arctic  climate. 

"6.  That  the  propagation  of  the  cold  winds  from  west  to  east  is  due  to  the  existence  of  a 
varmer  and  lighter  air  to  the  eastward. 

'*7.  That  in  summer  the  westerly  currents  seldom  blow  with  violence,  because,  in  passing 
o<.-'>r  the  heated  plains,  they  actpiire  nearly  the  samc  temperature  as  the  southerly  currents,  but  in 
Winter  the  conditions  are  reversed." 

The  line  of  conflict  of  these  aerial  currents,  produced  by  unequal  atmospheric  pressure, 
iUSi  so  rapidly  that  the  greatest  changes  of  temperature,  moisture,  and  wind,  are  experienced 
within  a  few  hours,  these  changes  usually  affiecring  areas  of  great  extent.  In  the  old  world,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  mountain  systems,  generally  running  from  east  to  west,  offer  an  impediment, 
especially  to  the  polar  currents,  and  the  weather  is  therefore  not  so  changeable. 

Wisconshi,  ntuated  in  the  upper  and  central  part  of  the  Missisrippi  valley,  is  subject  10  the 
iaae  general  climatic  conditions  which  give  this  whole  area  its  peculiar  climate. 

The  highest  mean  summer  temperature  is  7  a*  Fahrenhdt  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
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alate*  and  the  loweat  64*  at  Bayfield,  Lake  Superior.  During  the  months  of  Jtmet  July  and 
August,  the  thermometer  often  rises  as  hig'a  as  90®,  seldom  to  100".  In  1874  the  mercury  reached 
this  high  point  twice  at  LaCrosse,  and  three  times  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  There  arc  usually  two  or 
three  of  these  "  heated  terms ''  during  the  summer,  terminated  by  abrupt  changes  of  temperature. 

The  isotbenn  of  70*  (an  isotherm  being  « line  oonnectinf(  places  having  the  same  mean  tem- 
perature) enters  this  state  from  the  west,  in  tiie  northern  part  of  Grant  county,  touches  Madison,  takes 
a  southerly  direction  through  Walworth  county  passes  through  southern  Michigan,  Cleveland,  and 
Pittsburg,  reaching  the  Atlantic  ocean  a  little  north  of  New  York  city.  From  this  it  is  seen  that 
southern  Wisconsin,  southern  and  central  Michigan,  northern  Ohio,  central  Pennsylvania,  and 
aoutbem  New  York  have  nearly  the  same  saromer  temperature.  Northwestward  this  line  rans 
through  southern  Minnesota  and  along  the  Miaaouri  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Eastern  Ore- 
gon, at  47°  30'  north  latitude,  has  the  same  average  summer  temperature;  the  line  then  retuns 
nnd  touches  the  Pacific  coast  at  San  Diego. 

The  remarkable  manner  in  which  so  large  a  body  of  wator  as  Lake  Michigan  modifies 
tempeiature  has  been  carefully  determined,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Wisconsin,  by  the  late  Dr.  Lap* 
ham,  of  Milwaukee.  It  is  seen  by  the  map  that  the  average  summer  temperature  of  Racine  is 
the  same  as  that  of  St.  Paul.  The  weather  map  for  July,  1875,  in  the  signal  service  report  for 
1876,  shows  that  the  mean  temperature  for  July  was  the  same  in  Rock  county,  in  the  souihem 
part  of  the  sute,  as  that  of  Breckenndgc,  Minn.,  north  of  St.  Paul  The  moderating  effect  of 
the  lake  during  hot  weather  is  felt  in  the  adjacent  re|poa  during  both  day  and  night. 

Countries  in  the  higher  latitudes  having  an  extreme  summer  temperature  are  usually  charac- 
terized by  a  small  amount  of  rain-fall.  The  Mississippi  valley,  however,  is  directly  exposed  in 
spring  and  summer  to  the  warm  and  moist  winds  from  the  south,  and  as  these  wmds  condense 
their  moisture Iqr  coming  in  contact  with  colder  upper  currents  from  the  north  and  west,  it  has  a 
profttswn  of  rain  which  deprives  the  climate  largely  of  its  continental  features.  As  already 
stated,  the  average  amount  of  rain-fall  in  Wisconsin  is  about  30  inches  annually.  Of  this  amount 
about  one  eighth  is  precipitated  in  winter,  tiirce-eighths  in  summer,  and  the  rest  is  equally  dis- 
tributed between  spring  and  autumn  —  in  other  words,  rain  is  abundant  at  the  time  of  the  year 
when  it  is  most  needed.  In  Wisconsin  the  rainfall  is  greatest  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
state ;  the  least  onand  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  This  shows  that  the  humidity  of  the 
air  of  a  given  area  can  be  greater,  and  tlie  rainfall  less,  than  that  of  some  other. 

In  comparison  with  western  Europe,  even  where  the  mean  temperature  is  hi[;hcr  than  in  the 
Mississippi  valley,  the  most  striking  fact  in  the  cUmatic  conditions  of  the  United  .States  is  the 
great  range  of  plants  of  tropical  or  sub>tropical  origin,  such  as  Indian  com,  tobacco^  etc  The 
conditions  on  which  the  character  of  the  vegetation  depends  are  temperature  and  moisture,  and 
the  mechanical  and  chemical  composition  of  the  soil. 

**The  basis  of  this  great  capacity  (the  great  range  of  plants)  is  the  high  curve  of  heat  and 
moisture  for  the  summer,  and  the  fact  that  the  measure  of  heat  and  of  rain  are  almost  or  quite 
tropical  for  a  period  in' duration  from  one  to  five  months,  in  the  range  from  Quebec  to  the  coast 
of  the  Gulf.**  Indian  corn  atr.iins  its  full  perfection  between  the  summer  isotherms  72"  and  77", 
in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Kansas;  but  it  may  be  grown  up  to  the  line  of  65**,  which  includes 
the  whole  of  Wisconsin.  The  successful  cultivation  of  this  important  staple  is  due  to  the  intense 
heat  of  summer  and  a  virgin  soil  rich  in  nitrogen. 

While  Milwaukee  and  central  V^sconsin  have  a  mean  annual  temperature  of  45*,  that  of 
southern  Ireland  and  central  England  is  50";  the  line  of  72**,  the  average  temperature  for  July, 
runs  from  Walworth  county  to  St.  Paul,  while  during  the  same  month  Ireland  and  England  have 
a  mean  temperature  of  only  60".   In  Wisconsin  the  thermometer  rises  as  high  as  90*^  and  above, 
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vfcOe  the  nmge  above  the  mean  in  England  is  very  small.  It  is  the  tropical  dement  of  oar  sam- 
nen,  then,  that  causes  the  grape,  the  com,  etc.,  to  ripen,  while*  England,  with  a  higher  mean 

tfmperature,  is  unable  to  mature  them  successfully.  Ireland,  where  southern  plants  may  remain 
out-doors,  unfrostcd,  the  whole  winter,  can  not  mature  those  fruits  and  grasses  which  npen  in 
Wisconsin.  In  England  a  depression  of  a*'  below  the  mean  of  60''  will  greatly  reduce  the  quan- 
tity, or  prevent  the  ripening  of  wheat  altogether,  60"  being  essential  to  a  good  crop.  Wheat,  re- 
qaiiing  a  lower  temperature  than  com,  is  better  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Wisconsin.  This  grain 
DU^  be  grown  as  far  north  as  Hudson  bay. 

Autumn,  including  September,  October  and  November,  is  of  short  duration  in  Wisconsin. 
North  of  the  42d  parallel,  or  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  state,  November  belongs  properly 
to  the  winter  months,  its  mean  temperature  being  about  32^.  The  decrease  of  heat  from  August  to 
September  is  generally  firom  to  g";  from  September  to  October,  and  14**  from  October  to 
November.  The  average  temperature  for  these  three  months  is  about  45°.  A  beautiful  season, 
commonly  known  as  Indian  summer,  frequently  occurs  in  the  latter  part  of  October  and  in  No- 
voaber.  This  period  is  charaetetised  by  a  mild  temperature  and  a  hasy,  cafan  atmoqdiere; . 
Aooocding  to  Loomis,this  appeass  to  be  due  to  '*an  uncommonly  tranquil  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere, during  which  the  air  becomes  filled  with  dust  and  smoke  arising  from  numerous  fires,  by 
which  its  transparency  is  greatly  impaired."  This  phenomenon  extends  as  far  north  as  Lake 
Superior,  but  it  is  more  conspicuous  and  protracted  in  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  is  not  observed 
in  the  southern  states. 

Destructive  frosts  generally  occur  in  September,  and  scnnetimes  in  August  **  A.temperature 

of  36*  to  40®  at  sunrise  is  usually  attended  with  frosts  destructive  to  vegetation,  the  position  of 
the  thermometer  being  usually  such  as  to  represent  less  than  the  actual  refrigeration  at  the  open 
surface.'  In  1875,  during  October,  at  Milwaukee,  the  mercury  fell  seven  times  below  the  freez- 
ing point,  and  twice  below  zero  in  November,  the  lowest  being  14^. 

The  winters  are  generally  long  and  severe,  but  occasionally  mild  and  almost  without  snow. 
The  mean  winter  temperature  varies  between  23**  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  state,  and  16''  at 
Ashlarjd,  in  the  northern  For  this  season  the  extremes  are  great.  The  line  of  ao**  is  of  im- 
portance, as  it  marks  the  average  temperature  which  is  fatal  to  the  growth  of  all  the  tender  trees, 
tncfa  as  the  pear  and.  the  peach.  In  the  winter  of  1875  and  1876,  the  mean  temperature  for  De- 
ce9d)er,  January  and  February,  in  the  upper  lake  region,  was  about  4*  above  the  average  mean 
•  for  many  yearS;  while  during  the  previous  winter  tlie  average  temperature  for  January  and  Feb- 
niary  was  about  12°  below  the  mean  for  many  years,  showing  a  great  difference  between  cold  and 
mild  winters.  In  the  same  winter,  i875-'76,  at  Milwaukee,  the  thermometer  fell  only  six  times 
bdow  xero,  the  lowest  being  12*,  while  during  the  preceding  winter  the  mercury  sank  thirty-six 
times  below  zero,  the  lowest  bcini;  23".  In  the  northern  and  northwestern  part  of  the  state  the 
temperature  sometimes  falls  to  the  freezing  point  of  mercury.  During  the  exceptionally  cold 
Winter  of  1872-3,  at  La  Crosse,  the  thermometer  sank  nearly  fifty  times  below  zero;  on  Decem- 
ber S4,  it  indicated  37*  below,  and  on  January  18,  43 below  zero,  averaging  about  la*  below 
the  usual  mean  for  those  months.  The  moderating  effect  of  Lake  Michigan  can  be  seen 
by  observing  hmv  the  li  v  s  indicating  the  mean  winter  temperature  curve  northward  as  they 
approach  the  lake.  Milwaukee,  Sheboygan,  .Manitowoc,  Two  Rivers,  and  the  Grand  Traverse 
region  of  Michigan,  have  the  same  average  wintei  temperature.  The  same  is  true  regarding 
Galena,  III.,  Beloit,  and  Kewaunee.  A  similar  influence  is  noticed  in  all  parts  of  the  state.  Dr. 
Lapbam  concludes  that  this  is  not  wholly  due  to  the  presence  of  Lake  Michig^,  but  that  the 
mountain  range  which  extends  from  a  little  west  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  coast  of  Labrador  (from 
MOO  to  2,240  feet  high)  protects  the  lake  region  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  from  the  excessive 
cold  of  winter. 
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According  to  the  same  authority,  the  time  at  which  the  Milwaukee  river  vtt  doted  wi  h  ice, 

for  a  period  of  nine  years,  varied  between  November  15  and  I  'ecember  i  ;  the  time  at  which  it 
became  free  from  ice,  between  March  3  and  April  13.  In  the  lake  district,  snow  and  rain  are 
interspersed  through  all  the  winter  months,  rain  being  sometimes  as  profuse  as  at  any  other  sea- 
son. In  the  Northwestern  part  the  winter  is  more  rigid  and  dry.  Northern  New  York  and  the 
New  England  states  usually  have  snow  lying  on  the  ground  the  whole  winter,  bat  in  the  southen 
lake  district  it  rarely  remains  so  long.  In  i842-'43,  however,  sleighing  commenced  about  the 
.middle  of  November,  and  lasted  till  about  the  same  time  in  April — five  months. 

The  average  temperature  for  the  three  months  of  spring,  March,  April  and  May,  from  Wal- 
worth county  to  St.  Paul,  is  about  45^.  In  central  Wisconsin  the  mean  for  March  ts  about  27% 
which  is  an  increase  of  nearly  7*  from  February.  The  lowest  temperature  of  this  m<nth  in 
1876  was  40'  above  zero.  April  shows  an  average  increase  of  about  9**  over  March.  In  1876 
the  line  of  45®  for  this  month  passed  from  LaCrosse  to  Evanston,  111.,  touching  Lake  Erie  at 
Toledo,  showing  that  the  interior  west  of  Lake  Michigan  is  warmer  than  the  lake  region.  The 
« change  from  winter  to  spring  is  more  sadden  in  the  interior  than  in  the  vicinity  <^the  lakes. 
*'In  the  town  of  Lisbon,  fifteen  miles  from  Lake  Michigan/*,  says  Dr.  Lapham,  **  early  spring 
flowers  show  themselves  about  ten  days  earlier  than  on  the  lake.  In  spring  vegetation,  in  places 
remote  from  the  lakes,  shoots  iij)  in  a  very  short  time,  and  flowers  show  their  petals,  while  on  the 
^lake  shore  the  cool  air  retards  tltcm  and  brings  them  more  gradually  into  existence."  The  in- 
crease from  April  to  May  is  about  15^.  In  May,  1876,  Pembina  and  Milwaukee  had  nearly  the 
same  mean  temperature,  about  55^. 

The  extremes  of  our  climate  and  the  sudden  changes  of  temperature  no  doubt  have  a 
marked  influence,  both  physically  and  mentally,  on  the  American  people.  And  though  a  more 
equable  climate  may  be  more  conducive  to  perfect  health,  the  great  range  of  our  climate  from 
arctic  to  tropical,  and  the  consequent  variety  and  abundance  of  vegetable  prodacts,  combine  to 
make  the  Mississippi  valley  perhaps  one  of  the  most  favorable  areas  in  the  world  for  the  devetop* 
*nent  of  a  strong  and  wealthy  nation. 

During  the  months  of  summer,  in  the  interior  oi  the  eastern  United  States,  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  rain-fall  is  in  showers  usually  accompanied  by  electrical  discharges  and  limited  to 
small  areas.  But  in  autumn,  winter,  and  spring  neariy  the  whole  precipitation  takes  place  in 
general  storms  extending  over  areas  of  300,  500  and  sometimes  over  1,000  miles  in  diameter,  and 
generally  lasting  two  or  three  days.  .\n  area  of  low  atmospheric  pressure  causes  the  wind  to  hlow 
toward  that  area  from  all  sides,  and  when  the  depression  is  sudden  and  great,  it  is  accompanied 
by  much  rain  or  snow.  On  account  of  the  earth's  rotation,  the  wind  blowing  toward  this  region 
of  low  pressure  is  deflected  to  the  right,  causing  the  air  to  circulate  around  the  center  widi  a 
motion  spirally  inward.  In  our  latitude  the  storm  commences  with  cast  winds.  When  the  storm 
center,  or  area  of  lowest  barometer,  is  to  the  south  of  us,  the  wind  gradually  veers,  as  the  stnrra 
passes  from  west  to  east  with  the  upper  current,  round  to  the  northwest  by  the  north  point. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  stcmn  center,  the  wind  veers  from  southeast  to  southwest,  by  the  south 
point.  The  phenomenA  attending  such  a  storm  when  we  are  in  or  near  the  part  of  its  center  are 
usually  as  follows :  .\fter  the  sky  has  become  overcast  with  clouds,  the  wind  from  the  northeast 
generally  bei^ins  to  rise  and  blows  in  the  opposing  direction  to  the  march  of  the  storm.  The 
clouds  which  are  now  moving  over  us,  discharge  rain  or  snow  according  to  circumstances.  The 
barometer  continues  to  fall,  and  the  rain  or  snow  is  brought  obliquely  down  from  the  northern 
quarter  by  the  prevailing  wind.  After  a  while  the  wind  changes  slightly  in  ditection  and  then 
ceases.  The  thermometer  rises  and  the  barometer  has  reached  its  lowest  point.  This  is  the  center 
of  the  storm.    After  the  calm  the  wind  has  changed  its  direction  to  northwest  or  west.  The 
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wind  blows  again,  usually  more  violently  than  before,  accompanied  by  rain  or  snow,  which  is  now 
generally  of  short  duration.  The  sky  dears,  and  the  storm  is  suddenly  succeeded  by  a  tempera- 
tare  lo  or  so  degrees  bdow  the  mean.  Most  of  the  rain  and  snow  falls  with  the  east  winds,  or 
before  the  center  passes  a  given  point.  The  path  of  these  storms  is  from  west  to  eu^  or  nearly 
so,  and  only  seldom  in  other  directions.  These  autumn,  winter,  and  sprinp  rains  are  cjenerally 
first  noticed  on  the  western  plains,  but  mxf  originate  at  any  point  along  their  path,  and  move 
eastward  with  an  average  velocity  of  about  so  miles  an  hour  in  summer  and  30  miles  in  winter, 
but  sometimes  attaining  a  velocity  at  over  50  miles,  doing  great  damage  on  the  lakes.  In  pre- 
dicting these  storms,  the  signal  service  of  the  army  is  of  incalculable  practical  benefit,  as  well 
as  in  collecting  data  for  scientific  conclusions. 

A  subject  of  the  greatest  importance  to  every  inhabitant  of  Wisconsin  is  the  influence  of 
finetts  on  climate  and  the  effects  of  disrobing  a  county  of  its  trees.  The  general  influence  of 
forests  in  modifying  the  extremes  of  temperature,  retarding  evaporation  and  the  increased 
humidity  of  the  air,  has  already  been  mentioned.  That  clearing  the  land  of  trees  increases  the 
temperature  of  the  ground  in  summer,  is  so  readily  noticed  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  men- 
tion it ;  while  in  winter  the  sensible  cold  is  never  so  extreme  in  woods  as  on  an  open  surface 
eiposed  to  the  fUU  foice  of  the  winds.  "  The  lumbermen  in  Canada  and  the  northern  United 
States  labor  in  the  woods  without  inconvenience,  when  the  mercury  stands  many  degrees  below 
rero,  while  in  the  open  grounds  with  only  a  moderate  breeze,  the  same  temperature  is  almost 
insupportable."  "In  the  state  of  Michigan  it  has  been  found  tiiat  the  winters  have  greatly 
increased  in  severity  within  the  last  forty  years,  and  that  this  increased  severity  seems  to  move 
akmg  even-paced  with  the  destruction  of  the  forests.  Thirty  years  ago  the  peach  was  one  of  the 
most  abundant  fruits  of  that  State;  at  that  time  frost,  injurious  to  com  at  any  time  from  May  to 
October,  was  a  thing  unknown.  Now  the  pf:ich  is  an  uncertain  crop,  and  frost  often  injures  the 
corn.*'  The  precise  influence  of  forests  on  temperature  may  not  at  present  admit  of  definite  solu- 
tion, yet  the  mechanical  screen  which  they  furnish  to  the  soil,  often  far  to  the  leeward  of  them, 
is  sufficiently  established,  and  this  alone  is  enough  to  encourage  extensive  planting  wherever  this 
protection  is  wanting. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  rain-fall,  "  we  can  not  positively  affirm  that  the  total  annual 
quantity  of  rain  is  even  locally  diminished  or  mcreased  by  the  destruction  of  the  woods,  though 
both  theoretical  considerations  and  the  balance  of  testimony  strongly  favor  the  opinion  that  more 
nin  falls  in  wooded  than  in  open  countries.  One  important  conclusion,  at  least,  upon  the 
neteorologtcal  influence  of  forests  is  certain  and  undisputed :  the  proposition,  namely,  that, 
vithin  their  own  limits,  and  near  their  own  borders,  they  maintain  a  more  uniform  degree  of 
humidity  in  the  atmosphere  than  is  observed  in  cleared  grounds.  Scarcely  less  can  it  be 
qaesUoned  tluit  they  tend  to  promote  the  frequency  of  showers,  and,  if  they  do  not  augment  the 
amonnt  of  precipitation,  they  probably  equalize  its  distribution  through  the  different  seasons." 

There  is  abundant  and  undoubted  evidence  that  the  amount  of  water  existing  on  the  surface 
in  lakes  and  rivers,  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  is  constantly  diminishing.  In  (Icrmany,  observa- 
tions of  the  Rhine,  Oder,  Danube,  and  the  Elbe,  in  the  latter  case  going  back  for  a  period  of  14a 
years,  demonstrate  beyond  doubt,  that  each  of  these  rivers  has  much  decreased  in  volume,  and 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  they  will  eventually  disappear  from  the  list  of  navigable  rivers. 

**  The  *  Blue-Grass  ■  region  of  Kentucky,  once  the  pride  of  the  West,  has  now  districts  of 
luch  barren  and  arid  nature  that  their  stock  farmers  are  moving  toward  the  Cumberland  mount- 
lins,  because  the  creeks  and  old  springs  dried  up,  and  their  wcUs  became  too  low  to  furnish 
water  Ibr  iheir  cattle.**  In  our  own  state  **  such  has  been  the  chanie  in  the  flow  of  the  M  ilwau- 


128 


HISTORY  OF  VISCOKSm. 


kee  river,  even  while  the  area  from  which  it  receives  its  supply  is  but  partially  cleared,  that  the 
proprietorr.  of  most  of  tiie  milla  and  factories  have  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  vie  of 
steam*  at  a  largely  increased  yearly  cost,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  water-power  in  dry  seasons 

of  the  year."  "Whit  I^as  happened  to  the  Milwaukee  river,  has  happened  to  all  the  other  water 
courses  in  the  state  from  whose  banki  tire  forest  has  been  removed  ;  and  many  farmers  who 
selected  land  uqon  which  there  was  a  living  brook  of  clear,  pure  water,  now  find  these  brooks 
dried  up  during  a  considerable  portion  of  Uie  year.'' 

Districts  stripped  of  their  forest  are  said  to  be  more  exposed  tlian  before  to  loss  of  harvests, 
to  droughts  and  frost.  "  Hurricanes,  b«;fore  unknown,  sweep  unopposed  over  the  regions  thus 
denuded,  carrying  terror  and  devastation  in  their  track."  Earts  of  .Vsia  Minor,  North  Africa, 
and  other  countries  b6rdcring  on  the  Mediterranean,  now  almost  deserts,  were  once  densely 
populated  and  the  granaries  of  the  world  And  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  **  that  it  is  the 
destruction  of  the  forests  which  has  produced  this  devastation."  From  such  facts  Wscoasia, 
already  largely  robbed  of  its  forests,  should  take  warning  before  it  is  too  late. 


TREES,  SHRUBS  AND  VINES. 

Bv  P.  R.  HOY,  M.D. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  give  a  botanical  description,  but  roerdy  brief  notes  on 

the  economical  vnlui-  df  the  woods,  and  the  fitness  of  the  various  indigenous  trees,  shrubs  and 
vines  for  the  purpose  of  ornament,  to  be  found  in  Wisconsin. 

White  Oak — Quercus  Alba. —  This  noble  tree  is  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the 
American  oaks.  The  excellent  properties  of  the  wood  render  it  eminently  valuable  for  a  great 
variety  of  uses.  Wherever  strength  and  durability  are  required,  the  white  oak  stands  in  the  first 
rank.  It  is  employed  in  making  w.igons,  coaches  and  sleds ;  staves  and  hoops  of  the  best  quality 
for  barrels  and  casks  arc  obtained  from  this  tree;  it  is  extensively  used  in  architecture,  ship- 
building, etc.;  vast  quantities  are  used  for  fencmg;  the  bark  is  employed  in  tanning.  The  domes- 
tic consumption  of  this  tree  is  so  great  that  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  preserve  the  young 
trees  wherever  it  is  practicable,  and  to  make  young  plantations  where  the  tree  is  not  found.  The 
white  oak  is  a  graceful,  ornamental  tree,  and  worthy  of  particular  attention  as  such ;  found  abun- 
dantly in  most  of  the  timbered  distri<  ts. 

IJURR  Oak — Q.  Moirocarpa. — This  is  perhaps  the  most  ornamental  of  our  oaks.  Nothing 
can  exceed  the  graceful  beauty  of  these  trees,  when  not  crowded  or  cramped  in  their  growth,  but 
left  free  to  follow  the  laws  of  their  development.  Who  has  not  admired  these  trees  in  our  exten> 
sive  burr  oak  openings  ?  The  brL;e  K  ivcs  are  a  dark  green  above  and  a  bright  silvery  white 
beneath,  whit  h  iiivi  s  the  tree  a  sin;^ul,irly  fine  appearance  when  agitated  by  the  wind.  The  wood 
is  tough,  close-grauied,  and  more  durable  than  the  white  oak,  especially  when  exposed  to  frequent 
changes  of  moisture  and  drying ;  did  the  tree  grow  to  the  same  sise,  it  would  be  preferred  for 
most  uses.   Abundant,  and  richly  worthy  of  cultivation,  both  for  utility  and  ornament. 

Swamp  Whitf.  Oak. — Q.  Bicolor. — Is  a  vahi  iMe  and  ornamental  tree,  not  quite  so  large  or 
as  common  as  the  burr  oak.  The  wood  is  i  losc-gr.uiu  il,  durable,  splits  freely, and  is  well  worthy 
of  cultivation  in  wet,  swampy  grounds,  where  it  will  thrive. 

Post  Oak — Q.  OHusUeia. — ^Is  a  scraggy,  small  tree,  found  sparingly  in  this  state.  The  tin> 
ber  is  durable,  and  makes  good  fuel.   Not  worthy  of  cultivation. 
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Swamp  Chestnut  Oak — Q.  Prinus. — This  species  of  chestnut  oak  is  a  large,  graceful  tree, 
wood  rather  open-grained,  yet  valuable  for  most  purposes  to  which  the  oaks  are  applied ;  makes 
Ac  best  ftielof  any  of  this  family.  A  rare  tree,  found  at  JanesviUe  and  Brown's  Idee,  near  Bur- 
lington.   Worthy  of  cultivation. 

Rkd  Oak — Q.  Rubra. — The  red  oak  is  a  well-known,  common,  large  tree.  The  wood  is 
coarse-grained,  and  the  least  durable  of  the  oaks,  nearly  worthless  for  fuel,  and  scarcely  worthy 
of  cultivation,  even  for  ornament. 

PiK  Oak — Q.  Pahutris. — ^This  is  one  of  the  most  common  trees  in  many  sections  of  tiie 
state.  The  wood  is  of  little  value  except  for  fuel.  The  tree  is  quite  omamenUd,  and  should  be 
qnringly  cultivated  for  this  purpose. 

Shingle  Oak — Q.  Imbricaria. — Is  a  tree  of  medium  size,  found  sparingly  as  far  north  as 
Wisconsin.   It  is  ornamental,  and  the  wood  is  used  for  shingles  and  staves. 

Scarlet  Oak— ^.  C«!(/jua.-^This  is  an  ornamental  tree^  especially  in  autumn,  when  its 
leaves  turn  scarlet,  hence  the  name.   Wood  of  little  value ;  common. 

Sugar  Maple — Acer  Saccharium. — This  well-known  and  noble  tree  is  found  growing  abun- 
dantly in  many  sections  of  the  state.^  The  wood  is  close-grained  and  susceptible  of  a  beautiful 
polish,  which  renders  it  valuable  for  many  kinds  of  furniture  more  especially  the  varieties  known 
IS  bird's^e  and  curled  maples.  The  wood  lacks  the  durability  of  the  oak ;  consequently  is  not 
valuable  for  purposes  where  it  will  be  exposed  to  the  weather.  For  fuel  it  ranks  next  tohickori^ 
The  sugar  manufactured  from  this  tree  affords  no  inconsiderable  resource  for  l lie  comfort  and 
even  wealth  of  many  sections  of  the  northern  states,  especially  those  newly  settled,  where  it 
mmld  be  difficult  and  expensive  to  procure  their  supply  from  «  distance.  As  an  ornamental  tree 
it  stands  almost  at  the  hnd  of  the  catalogue.  •  The  foliage  is  beautiful,  compact,  and  free  from 
the  attacks  of  insects.  It  puts  forth  its  yellow  blossoms  early,  and  in  the  autumn  the  leaves 
change  in  color  and  show  the  most  beautiful  tints  of  red  and  yellow  long  before  they  fall.  Worthy 
of  especial  attention  for  fuel  and  ornament,  and  well  adapted  to  street-planting. 

Rbt>  Maplb— wtf.  i?»AnrM.— Is  another  fine  maple  of  more  rapid  growth  than  the  foregoing 
species.  With  wood  rather  lighter,  but  quite  as  valuable  for  cabinet-work  —  for  fuel  not  quite  so 
good.  The  young  trees  bear  transplanting  even  better  than  other  maples.  Though  highly  orna- 
mental, this  tree  hardly  equals  the  first-named  species.  It  puts  forth,  in  early  spring,  its  scarlet 
bloasoms  before  a  leaf  has  yet  appeared.    Well  adapted  to  street-planting. 

Mountain  Maplb — A.  ^ieahm, — Is  a  small  branching  tree,  or  rather  shrub,  found  grow- 
ing in  clumps.    Not  worthy  of  much  attention. 

SiLVKR  Maple — A.  Dasycarpum. — This  is  a  common  tree  growing  on  the  banks  of  streams, 
especially  in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  grown  largely  for  ornament,  yet  for  the  purpose  it  is 
tlis  least  valuable  of  the  maples.  The  branches  are  long  and  straggling,  and  so  brittle  that  they 
we  liable  to  be  injured  by  winds. 

Box  Maple — Nigumfo  Acerouies. — This  tree  is  frequently  called  box  elder.  It  is  of  a  rapid 
growth  and  quite  ornamental.  The  wood  is  not  much  used  in  the  arts,  but  is good  fueL  Should 
l>e  cultivated.    It  grows  on  Sugar  and  Rock  rivers. 

Whitb  Elu— C7jmrr  Amerkana. — ^This  large  and  graceful  tree  stands  confessedly  at  the 
liead  of  the  list  of  ornamental  deciduous  trees.  Its  wide^preading  branches  and  long,  pendv- 
loos  branchlets  form  a  beautiful  and  conspicuous  head.  It  grows  rapidly,  is  free  from  disease 
JJid  the  destructive  attacks  of  insects,  will  thrive  on  most  soils,  and  for  planting  along  streets,  in 
public  grounds  or  lawns,  is  unsurpassed  by  any  American  tree.     The  wood  is  but  little  used  in 

arts;  makes  good  firewood;  should  bis  planted  along  all  the  roads  and  streets,  near  every 
dvdliag,  and  on  all  public  grounds. 
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Slippery  Elm — V.  Fuli>a. — This  smaller  and  less  ornamental  species  is  also  common.  The 
wood,  however,  is  much  more  valuable  than  the  white  elm,  being  durable  and  splitting  readily. 
It  makes  ^Mrdlent  nils,  and  is  much  used  for  the  framework  of  buildings;  valuable  Ibr  fuel; 
should  be  cultivated. 

Wild  Black  Cherry — Cerasus  SeroHna. — This  large  «nd  beautiful  species  of  cherry  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  of  American  trees.  The  wood  is  compart,  fine-grained,  and  of  a  brilliant 
reddish  color,  not  liable  to  warp,  or  shrink  and  swell  with  atmospheric  changes ;  extensively  cm- 
ployed  by  cabinet-makers  for  every  species  of  lumishing.  It  is  exceedingly  durable^  hence  it 
valuable  for  fencing,  buildini^  etc.   Richly  deserves  a  place  in  the  lawn  or  timber  plantation. 

Bird  Cherkv — C.  Pennsylvanica.'—\%  a  small  northern  species,  common  in  the  state  and 
worthy  of  cultivation  for  ornament. 

Chukc  Cherry— C.  Virgmiana. —  This  dimmutive  tree  is  of  little  value,  not  worth  the  trouble 
of  cultivaticm. 

Wild  Plum — Pru$iu$  Americma, — ^The  common  wild  plum  when  in  full  bloom  is  one  <rfthe 
most  ornamental  of  small  flowering  trees,  and  as  such  should  not  be  neglected.  The  fruit  ti 
rather  agreeable,  but  not  to  be  compared  to  fine  cultivated  varieties,  which  may  be  engrafted  on 
the  wild  stock  to  the  very  best  advantage.  It  is  best  to  select  small  trees,  and  work  them  on  the 
roots.  The  grafts  shottid  be  inserted  about  the  middle  of  April. 

«  'HkCX.wxKV'-^CeltisOeddeniaHs. — This  is  an  ornamental  tree  of  medium  sise;  wood  haid, 

close-grained  and  elastic ;  makes  the  best  of  hoops,  whip-stalks,  and  thills  for  carriages.  The 
Indians  formerly  made  great  use  of  the  hackbeiry  wood  for  their  bows.  A  tree  worthy  ot  a  lim- 
ited share  of  attention. 

Ambricam  LiNDKN  OR  Basswood— TKtftf  Amerieam. — ^Is  one  of  the  finest  ornamental  trees  for 
|wblic  grounds,  parks,  etc,  but  will  not  thrive  where  the  roots  are  exposed  to  bruises;  for 
reason  it  is  not  adapted  to 'planting  along  the  streets  of  populous  towns.    The  wood  is  light  and 

tough,  susceptible  of  being  bent  to  almost  any  curve;  durable  if  kept  from  the  weather;  takes 
paint  well,  and  is  considerably  used  in  the  arts  ;  for  fuel  it  is  of  little  value.  This  tree  will 
flourish  in  almost  any  moderately  rich,  damp  soil ;  bears  transplanting  well;  can  be  propagated 
readily  from  layers. 

White  Thorn — Crataegus  Coccinea^  and  Dotted  Thorn — C.  Purutata. — ^These  two  species 
of  thorn  are  found  everywhere  on  the  rich  bottom  lands.  When  in  bloom  they  are  beautiful,  and 
should  be  cultivated  for  ornament.  The  wood  is  remarkably  compact  and  hard,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  small  sise  of  the  tree,  would  be  valuable. 

Crab  Kwvt—Pyrm  Comuu-ia. — ^This  common  small  tree  is  attractive  when  covered  with 
its  highly  fragrant  rose-colored  blossoms.  Wood  1  -  'l,  fine,  compact  grain,  but  the  tree  is  too 
small  for  the  wood  to  be  of  much  practical  value.     Well  worthy  of  a  place  in  extensive  grounds. 

MouN  I  AiN  Ash — P.  Americana. — This  popular  ornament  to  our  yards  is  found  growing  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  state  and  as  far  south  as  43*.  The  wood  is  useless. 

WatTB  Ash — Fraxitnu  Aetummi*. — Is  a  large,  iiftercsting  tree,  which  combines  utility  with 
beauty  in  an  eminent  degree.  The  wood  possesses  strength,  suppleness  and  elasticity,  which 
renders  it  valuable  for  a  great  variety  of  uses.  It  is  extensively  employed  in  carriage  manufact- 
uring; for  various  agricultural  implements ;  is  esteemed  superior  to  any  other  wood  for  oars; 
excellent  for  fuel.  The  white  ash  grows  rapidly,  and  in  open  ground  forms  one  of  the  most 
lovely  trees  that  is  to  be  found.  The  foliage  is  dean  and  handsome,  and  in  autumn  turns  from 
its  bright  green  to  a  violet  purple  hue,  which  adds  materially  to  the  beauty  of  our  autumnal  syl- 
van scenery.  It  is  richly  deserving  our  especial  care  and  protection,  and  will  amply  repay  aU 
labor  and  expense  bestow  ed  on  its  cultivation. 
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Black  Asu — F SambucifoUa. — This  is  smother  tall,  graceful  and  well-known  species  of  ash. 
The  wood  is  used  for  making  baskets,  hoops,  etc. ;  when  thoroughly  dry,  aflbfds  a  good  article  of 
fuel.  Deserves  to  be  cultivfttsd  in  low,  rich,  swampjr  sitnations,  where  more  osefnl  trees  will  not 

thrive. 

Black  Walnut — Juglans  Nigra. — This  giant  of  the  rich  alluvial  bottom  lands  claims 
special  attention  for  its  valuable  timber.  It  is  among  the  most  durable  and  beautiful  of  Ameri- 
can woods;  snsceptible  of  a  fine  poKsh;  not  liable  to  shrink  and  swell  by  heat  and  moisture. 
It  is  eitensively  employed  by  the  cabinet-makers  for  every  variety  of  furniture.  ■  Walnut  forks, 

are  frequently  found  which  rival  in  richness  and  heauty  the  far-famed  mahogany.  This  tree, 
in  favorable  :>ituations,  grows  rapidly ;  is  highly  ornamental,  and  produces  annually  an  abundant 
crop  of  nuts. 

BuTTBRNirT-^y.  Ciwemi. — This  species  of  walnut  is  not  as  valuable  as  the  above,  yet  for  its 

beaaty,  and  the  dorabilitjr  of  its  wood,  it  should  claim  a  small  portion  of  attention.  The  wood 
is  nther  soft  for  most  purposes  to  which  it  otherwise  might  be  applied.  When  grown  near 
streams,  or  on  moist  side-hills,  it  produces  regularly  an  ample  crop  of  excellent  nuts.     It  grows 

npidly. 

Sbbll-Bakk  HtCKORY— Gff^  This,  the  largest  and  finest  of  American  hickories, 

grows  abundantly  throughout  the  state.   Hickory  wood  possesses  probably  the  greatest  strength 

ud  tenacity  of  any  of  our  indigenous  trees,  and  is  used  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  is  liable  to  be  eaten  by  worms,  and  lacks  durability.  For  fuel,  the  shell-bark 
hickory  stands  unrivaled.  The  tree  is  ornamental  and  produces  every  alternate  year  an  ample 
crop  of  the  best  of  nuts. 

Shag-Bark  Hjckory — C.  Imdaia. — ^Is  a  magnificent  tree,  the  wood  of  which  is  nearly  as 
valuable  as  the  above.  The  nuts  arc  largo,  thick-shelled  and  COWTS^  not  tO  bc  COmpaxcd  tO  the 
C.  alba.    A  rare  tree  in  Wisconsin  ;  abundant  further  south. 

Pignut  Hickory — C.  Glabra. — This  species  possesses  all  the  bad  and  but  few  of  the  good 
fnlities  of  the  s]iell«bark.  The  nuts  are  smaller  and  not  so  good.  The  tree  should  be  pre- 
icrvedand  cultivated  in  common  with  the  sheU-bark.    Not  abundant. 

BiTTERNUT — C.  Amara. — Is  an  abundant  tree,  valuable  for  fuel,  but  lacking  the  strength  and 
daslicity  of  the  preceding  species.    It  is,  however,  quite  as  ornamental  as  any  of  the  hickories. 

Red  Beech — Fagus  Ferrugima. — This  is  a  common  tree,  with  brilliant,  shining  light-green 
kstes,  and  lon^  flexible  branches.  It  is  highly-  ornamental,  and  should  be  cultivated  for  this 
purpose,  as  well  as  for  its  useful  wood,  which  is  tough,  close-grained  and  compact.  It  is  much 
iscd  for  plane-stocks,  tool  handles,  etc.,  and  as  an  article  of  fuel  is  nearly  equal  to  maple. 

Water  Beech — Carpinus  Americana. — Is  a  small  tree,  called  hornbeam  by  many.  The 
•ood  is  exceedingly  hard  and  compact,  but  the  small  size  of  the  tree  renders  it  almost 
udos. 

Iron  Wood — Ostrya  Virginica. — ^This  small  tree  is  found  disseminated  throughout  most  of 
woodlands.  It  is,  to  a  considerable  degree,  ornamental,  but  of  remarkably  slow  growth.  The 
vood  possesses  valuable  properties,  being  heavy  and  strong,  as  the  name  would  indicate ;  yet, 
from  its  small  size,  it  is  of  but  little  use. 

Balsam  Poplar — P^itlus  Candieam. — This  tree  is  of  medium  size,  and  is  known  by  sev- 
eral names:  Wild  balm  of  Gilead,  cottonwood,  etc.  It  grows  in  moist,  sandy  soil,  on  river  bot- 
toms. It  has  broad,  heart-shaped  leaves,  which  turn  a  fine  yellow  after  the  autumn  frosts.  It 
?iows  more  rapidly  than  any  other  of  our  trees ;  can  be  transplanted  with  entire  success  when 
cife^u  or  nine  inches  in  diameter,  and  makes  a  beatiful  shade  tree  -  the  most  ornamental  of  pop- 
Itti.  The  wood  is  soft,  spongjr«  and  nearly  usden. 
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QoAXum  Asfm-'-'P.  7V«MiiMito^,--b  •  ivdl-kaown,  nmU  tveew  It  is  ndier  otnaneBtal, 
but  scarcely  worth  cultivating. 

Large  Aspen — P.  Grandidentala. — Is  the  largest  of  our  poplars.  It  frequently  grows  to  '. 
the  height  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet,  with  a  diameter  of  two  and  one-half  feet.  The  wood  is  soft,  ' 
easily  split,  and  used  ftw  fitame  biuldtngs.  It  is  the  most  durable  of  our  poplars. 

CoTTOsr  Wood—-/*.  ifMMb/«r».— Th»  is  the  largest  of  all  the  poplars ;  abundant  ou  the  i 
Misrissippi  river.  Used  largely  for  <uel  on  the  steamboats.  The  timber  is  of  but  little  »e  b 
Che  arts. 

Sycamore  or  Buttonwood — Platanus  Occidattalis. — This,  the  largest  and  most  majestic 
of  our  trees,  is  found  growing  only  on  the  rich  alluvial  river  bottoms.  The  tree  is  readily 
known,  even  at  a  considerable  distance,  by  its  whitish  smooth  branches.  The  foliage  is  huge 

and  beautiful,  and  the  tree  one  of  the  most  ornamental  known.  The  wood  speedily  decays,  and 
when  sawed  into  lumber  warps  badly;  on  these  accounts  it  is  but  little  used, although  susceptible 
of  a  fine  finish.    As  an  article  of  fuel  it  is  of  inferior  merit. 

Canob  Yknca—BeMa  Pt^yraem. — Is  a  rather  elegsnt  andintoesting  tree.  It  grows  abusd* 
antly  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  state.  The  wood  is  of  a  fine  glossy  grain,  susceptible  of  a  good 
finish,  but  lacks  durability  and  strength,  and,  therefore,  is  but  little  used  in  the  mechanical  arts. 
For  fuel  it  is  justly  prized.  It  bears  transplanting  without  difficulty.  The  Indians  manufacture 
their  celebrated  bark  canoes  from  the  bark  of  this  tree. 

Chbkry  Birch— ^.  Z«*to.— This  is  a  rather  large,  handsome  tree,  growing  along  ttreanu. 
Leaves  and  bark  fxagrant.  Wood,  fine-grained,  rose-coltned ;  used  hugely  Xfg  the  cabineU 
makers. 

Yellow  Birch — B.  Lutea. — This  beautiful  tree  occasionally  attains  a  large  size.  It  is 
highly  ornamental,  and  is  of  value  for  fuel ;  but  is  less  prized  than  the  preceding  species  for  cab- 
inet work. 

Kentucky  Coffek  Trkb — Gymnocladus  Canadensis. — ^This  singularly  beautiful  tree  is  only 
found  sparingly,  and  on  rich  alluvial  lands.  I  met  with  it  growing  near  the  Peccatonica.  in 
Green  county.  The  wood  is  fine-grained,  and  of  a  rosy  hue ;  is  exceedingly  durable,  and  well 
wotth  cultivating. 

JUKB  "SxBixt—AmdamMer  Cmtaimtm. — ^Is  a  snail  tree  which  adds  material^  to  lliebeantj 

of  our  woods  in  early  spring,  at  which  time  it  is  in  full  bloom.  The  wood  is  of  no  particular 
vahie,  and  the  tree  interesting  only  when  covered  with  its  white  blossoms. 

Whitb  Pine — Pirns  Strofus. — ^This  is  the  largest  and  most  valuable  of  our  indigenous  pines. 
The  wood  is  soft,  free  from  resin,  and  works  easily.  It  is  extensively  employed  in  the  mechsn- 
ical  aits.  It  is  Ibond  in  great  profarion  in  tibe  northern  parts  the  state.  This  species  is 
readily  known  by  the  leaves  being  in  fives.  It  is  highly  ornamental,  but  in  common  with  sll 
pines,  will  hardly  bear  transplanting.    Only  small  plants  should  be  moved. 

Norway  or  Red  Pine — P.  Hesinosa,  and  Yellow  Pine — P,  Mitis. — These  are  two  large 
trees,  but  little  inferior  in  sise  to  the  white  pine.  The  wood  contains  more  resin,  and  is  conse> 
qoently  more  dnxmble.  The  leaves  of  both  these  species  are  in  twos.  Vast  quantities  of  lumber 
aie  yearly  manufactured  from  these  two  varieties  and  the  white  pine.  The  extensive  pineties 

of  the  state  are  rapidly  diminishing. 

Shrub  Pine — P.  Bankstana. — Is  a  small,  low  tree ;  only  worthy  of  notice  here  for  the  orna- 
mental shade  it  produces.  It  is  found  in  the  nortiiem  sections  of  the  state. 

Balsam  Fir — Abies  Balsamea. — This  beautiful  evergreen  is  multiplied  to  a  great  extent  on 
the  sborae  of  Lake  Superior,  where  it  grows  forty  or  fifty  feet  in  height.  The  wood  is  of  but 
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little  value    The  balsam  of  fir,  or  Canadian  balsam,  is  obtained  from  this  tree. 

DoQBU  Strvcb^^.  iVigpnf.— >This  grows  In  tiie  sane  loeilities  witli  IIm  balsam  fir,  and 
asnacs  the  same  pjriamidal  form,  bat  is  considenbljr  laiger.  The  wood  is  light  and  poesesses 

considerate  strength  and  elasticity,  which  renders  it  one  of  the  best  materialt  for  yardb  and  top- 
masts for  shippmg.    It  is  extensively  cultivated  for  ornament. 

Hemlock — A.  CaitadeHsis. — The  hemlock  is  the  largest  of  the  genus.  It  is  gracefuHf  oroA- 
mental,  btit  the  wood  it  of  Iktle  ndoe.  The  baik  is  extensively  employed  in  tanning. 

Tjjiasack— Z«r£r  Ameriema. — This  beautiful  tree  grows  abundantly  in  swampy  situations 
ihioughout  the  state.  It  is  not  quite  aft  evergreen  It  drops  its  leaves  in  winter,  but  quickly 
recovers  them  in  early  spring.  The  wood  is  remarkably  durable  and  valuable  for  a  variety  of 
uses.  The  tree  grows  rapidly,  and  can  bo  successfully  cultivated  in  peaty  situations,  where  other 
trees  would  not  thrive. 

Arbor  yrtM^Tki^  Oaideniulis. — ^This  tree  is  called  the  white  or  flat  cedar.  ■  It  grows 

abundantly  in  many  parts  of  the  state.  The  wood  is  durable,  furnishing  better  fence  posts  than 
any  other  tree,  excepting  the  red  cedar.  Shingles  and  staves  of  a  superior  quality  arc  obtained 
from  these  trees.  A  beautiful  evergreen  hedge  is  made  from  the  young  plants,  which  bear  trans- 
pIsBting  better  than  most  evergreens.  It  win  grow  on  most  soils  if  sufficiently  damp. 

RsdCsdar—  Juniperus  Virgimmta. —  Is  a  well  known  tree  that  furnishes  those  celebrated 
fence  posts  that  "  last  forever."  The  wood  is  highly  firagrant,  of  a  rich  red  color,  and  fine 
grained  ;  hence  it  is  valuable  for  a  variety  of  uses.    It  should  be  extensively  cultivated. 

Dwarf  Juniper — J.  Sabina.  — This  is  a  low  trailing  shrub.  Is  considcably  prized  for 
ornament.    Espedally  woitlqr  of  cultivation  in  large  gnmnds. 

Sassafras — Sassafras offiamtie. —  Is  a  small  tree  of  fine  appearaniee,  with  fragrant  leaves 
bark.    Grows  in  Kenosha  county.    Should  be  cultivated. 

Willows. — There  are  many  species  of  willows  growing  in  every  part  of  the  state,  several  of 
vhiA  WBt  wortl^  of  cultivation  near  streams  and  ponds. 

Wbits  Willow— 5Ss&r  aUa. — Is  a  fine  tree,  often  reaching  sixty  feet  in  height.  The  wood 
is  soft,  and  makes  the  best  charcoal  for  the  manufacture  of  gun-powder.    Grows  rapidly. 

Black  Wit.i.ow  —  ^.  iV>]^ra.— This  is  also  a  fine  tree,  but  not  quite  so  large  as  the  foregoing, 
it  is  used  for  similar  purposes. 

There  are  many  shrubs  and  vines  indigenous  to  the  state  worthy  of  note.  I  shall,  howeveit 
on  attention  to  only  a  few  of  the  best. 

Dogwoods.  —  There  are  several  species  found  in  our  forests  and  thickets.  All  are  ornamen- 
tal when  covered  with  a  profusion  of  white  blossoms.  I  would  especially  recommend  :  corus 
sfriuOf  C.  stolonijera^  C.  fanuulata,  and  C.  aitemi/olia.  All  these  will  repay  the  labor  uf  trans- 
pfamtmg  to  ornamental  grounds. 

ViBURMUHS. — These  are  very  beautiful.  We  have  mhfrnum  letUago^  V.  prunifoliumy  V.  mid»m, 
V.dentatum,  V.  pubescens,  V.  acerifoliuni,  V.  paiict'JIorum,  J',  opulu^.  The  last  is  known  as 
the  cranberry  tree,  and  is  a  most  beautiful  shrub  when  in  bloom,  and  also  when  covered  with  its 
red,  acid  fruit.    The  common  snow-ball  tree  is  a  cultivated  variety  of  the  V.  opuius. 

Witch  '^ko.x.'^Hamttmdis  Virgimem. — Is  an  interesting  tall  shrub  that  flowers  late  in 
antamn,  when  the  leaves  are  fallings  and  matures  the  fruit  the  next  summer.  It  deserves  more 
attention  than  it  receives. 

Burning  Bush  —  Eupnymus  atropurpureus.  —  This  fine  shrub  is  called  the  American  straw- 
beny,  and  is  exceedbg^y  beautiful  when  covered  with  its  load  of  crimson  fruit,  which  remains 
dumg  winter. 
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SuifACB — XAus  typhina, — Isa  Ullshrub,  -  It  known,  bttt  leldom  cultivated.  When  wdl 
grown  it  is  ornamental  and  well  adapted  for  planting  in  clumps. 

Hop  Tree — Ptclca  trifoUata.  —  This  is  a  showy  shrub*  with  shining  leaves,  which  should  be 

Cultivated.    Common  in  rich,  alluvial  ground. 

Bladder  Nut  —  Staphyiea  trifoUa,  — Is  a  fine,  upright,  showy  shrub,  found  sparingly  all  over 
the  state.   Is  ornamental,  with  greenish  striped  bnmches  and  showy  leaves. 

VlNBS. 

Virginia  Creeper — Ampelopsis  quinqutfolia. — This  is  a  noble  vine,  climbing  extensively  by 
disc-bearing  tendrils,  so  well  known  as  to  require  no  eulogy.  Especially  beautiful  in  its  fall 
colors. 

Bitter  Sweet  —  Celastrus  scandens.  —  Is  a  stout  twining  vine,  which  would  be  an  ornament  to 
any  grounds.    In  the  fall  and  early  winter  it  is  noticeable  for  its  bright  fruit.  Common. 

Yi  i.i.ow  Honeysuckle  —  Lonicera  flava.  —  Is  a  fine  native  vine,  which  is  found  climbing  over 
tall  shrubs  and  trees.  Ornamental.  There  are  several  other  species  of  honeysuckle ;  none.  hoV' 
ever,  worthy  of  special  mention. 

Frost  Grape  —  Vita  ^rdi/eUa.  —  This  tall-growing  vine  has  deliciously  sweet  blossoms, 
which  perfume  the  air  for  a  great  distance  around.  For  use  as  a  screen,  this  hardy  specks  will 
be  found  highly  satisfactory. 


FAUNA  OF  WISCONSIN. 

By  p.  R.  hoy,  M.D. 

FISH   AND   FISH  CULTURE. 

Fish  are  cold  blooded  aquatic  vertebrates,  having  fins  as  organs  of  progression.  They  have 
a  two-chambered  heart;  their  bodies  are  mostly  covered  with  scales,  yet  a  few  are  entirely  naked, 
like  catfish  and  eels;  others  again  are  covered  with  curious  plates,  such  as  the  sturgeon.  Fish 
inhabit  both  salt  and  fresh  water.  It  is  admitted  by  all  authority  that  lredi>water  fish  are  more 
liniversally  edible  than  those  inhabiting  the  ocean.  Marine  fish  are  said  to  be  more  hi^jr 
flavored  than  those  inhabiting  fresh  waters ;  an  assertion  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit. 
As  a  rule,  fish  are  better  the  colder  and  purer  the  water  in  which  they  are  found,  and  where  can 
you  find  those  ccnditions  more  favorable  than  in  the  cold  depths  of  our  great  lakes  ?  We  have 
tasted,  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  about  every  one  of  the  celebrated  salt-water  fish,  and 
can  say  that  whoever  eats  a  whitefish  just  taken  fkom  the  pure,  cold  water  of  liake  Midiigaa  will 
have  no  reason  to  be  envious  of  the  dwellers  by  the  sea. 

Fish  are  inconceivably  prolific ;  a  single  female  deposits  at  one  spawn  from  one  thousand  to 
one  million  eggs,  varying  according  to  species. 

Fish  afford  a  valuable  article  of  food  for  man,  being  highly  nutritious  and  easy  of  digestion ; 
they  abound  in  phosphates,  hence  are  valuable  as  affording  nutrition  to  the  osseous  and  nervous  sys- 
tem, hence  they  have  been  termed,  not  inappropriately,  brain  food — certainly  a  very  desirable  article 
of  diet  for  some  people.  They  are  more  savory,  nutritious  and  easy  of  digestion  when  just  taken 
from  the  water ;  in  fact,  the  sooner  they  are  cooked  after  being  caught  the  better.  No  fish  should 
be  more  than  a  few  hours  from  its  watery  element  before  being  placed  upon  the  table.  For  con- 
venience^  I  will  group  our  fish,  into  fiunilies  as  a  basb  for  what  I  shall  offer.  Our  bony  fish. 
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having  spine  rays  and  covered  with  comb-like  scales,  belong  to  the  perch  family—*  yaluable 
family  ;  all  take  the  hook,  are  gamey,  and  spawn  in  the  summer. 

The  yellow  perch  and  at  least  fonr  species  of  black  or  striped  bass  have  a  wide  lange,  being 
found  In  all  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  the  state.  There  is  a  large  species  of  fish  known  as  WalU 
eyed  pike  {Leucoperca  americand)  belonging  to  this  family,  which  is  found  sparingly  in  most  of  our 
rivers  and  lakes.  The  pike  is  an  active  and  most  rapacious  animal,  devouring  fish  of  consider- 
able size.  The  flesh  is  firm  and  of  good  flavor.  It  would  probably  be  economical  to  propagate 
it  to  a  moderate  extent. 

The  six-spined  bass  {^Pomoxys  htxacanthus,  Agas.)  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  the  spine- 
rayed  fish  found  in  the  State.  The  flesh  is  fine  flavored,  and  as  the  fish  is  hardy  and  takes  the 
book  with  avidity,  it  should  be  protected  during  the  spawning  season  and  artificially  propagated. 
I  have  examined  the  stomachs  of  a  large  number  of  these  fish  and  in  every  instance  found  small 
crawfish,  fiumishing  an  additional  evidence  in  its  favor.  Prof.  J.  P.  Kirtland,  the  veteran  ichthy- 
ologist of  Ohio,  says  that  this  so-callea  "  grass  bass"  is  the  fish  for  the  million. 

The  white  bass  {Roccus  chryo'ps)  is  a  sjiecies  rather  rare  even  in  the  larger  bodies  of  water, 
but  ought  to  be  introduced  into  every  small  lake  in  the  State,  where  I  am  certain  they  would 
flourish.  It  is  an  excellent  fish,  possessing  many  of  the  good  qualities  and  as  few  of  the  bad  as 
any  that  belong  to  the  fiimily.  There  is  another  branch  of  this  family,  the  sunfish,  PomeHst 
h  rh  numbers  at  least  six  species  found  in  Wisconsin.  They  are  beautiful  fish,  and  afford 
at  mdatu  sport  for  the  boys ;  none  of  them,  however,  are  worth  domesticating  (unless  it  be  in  the 
aquarium)  as  there  are  so  many  better. 

The  carp  family  {Cjpriaidai)  are  soft  finned  fish  without  maxillary  teeth.  They  include  by 
fw  die  greater  number  of  fresh-water  fish.  Some  specimens  are  not  more  than  one  inch,  while 
others  are  nearly  two  feet  in  length.  Our  chubs,  silversides  and  suckers  are  the  principal  mem- 
bcrs  of  this  family.  Dace  are  good  pan-fish,  yet  their  small  size  is  olijectionable ;  they  are  the 
children's  game  fish.  The  Cyprinida  ail  spawn  in  the  spring,  and  might  be  profitably  propa- 
gated as  food  for  the  larger  and  more  valuable  fish. 

There  are  six  or  seven  species  of  suckers  found  in  our  lakes  and  rivers.  The  red  horse, 
foimd  every  where,  and  at  least  one  species  of  the  buffalo,  inhabiting  the  Mississippi  and  its  trib- 
utaries, are  the  best  of  the  genus  Calastomus.  Suckers  are  bony,  and  apt  to  taste  suspiciously  of 
mud ;  they  are  only  to  be  tolerated  in  the  absence  of  better.  The  carp  {Cyprenius  carpo)  has  been 
necessfiilly  introduced  into  the  Hudsonriver. 

The  trout  family  (5!a/jnMwV£r)  are  sdft-finned  fish  with  an  extra  dorsal  adipose  fin  without 
rays.  Tlwy  inhabit  northern  countries,  spawning  in  the  latti  r  |  irr  (  f  Till  and  winter.  Their 
flesh  is  universally  esteemed.  The  trout  family  embrace  by  f.ir  the  most  valuable  of  our  fish, 
indoding,  as  it  docs,  trout  and  wbitefish.  The  famous  speckled  trout  {^Saimo  Joniinaiis)  is  a 
flaaU  and  beautiful  species  which  is  found  in  neariy  every  stream  in  the  northern  half  <^  the 
State.  Wherever  there  is  a  spring  run  or  lake,  the  temperature  of  which  does  not  rise  higher  than 
sixty.five  or  seventy  in  the  summer,  there  trout  can  be  propagated  in  abundance.  The  great 
salmon  trout  (^Sal.  amdhystus)  of  the  great  lakes  is  a  magnificent  fish  weighing  from  ten  to  sixty 
pounds.  The  Siicowit  salmo  sisc<nuit  oi  Lake  Superior  is  about  the  same  size,  but  not  quite  so 
good  a  fish,  being  too  fat  and  oily.  They  will,  no  doubt,  flourish  in  the  larger  of  the  inland 
lakes.  ' 

The  genus  Coregomu  includes  the  true  whitefish,  or  lake  shad.  In  this  genus,  as  now 
restricted,  the  nose  is  square  and  the  under  jaw  short,  and  when  first  caught  tlicy  have  the 
fragrance  of  fresh  cucumbers.    There  are  at  least  three  species  found  in  Lake  Michigan.    In  my 
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opinion  these  fish  are  more  delicately  flavored  than  the  celebrated  Potomac  shad  ;  but  I  doubt 
iHiethar  they  will  thrive  in  anull  Jakes,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  small  oiuiMfm  on  wMd 
they  subsist.  The  closely  allied  genus  Argpwemmt  includes  seven  known  species  inhabiting  ;he 
larger  lakes,  and  one,  the  Argyrosomus  sisco,  which  is  found  in  several  of  the  lesser  lakes.  The 
larger  species  are  but  little  inferior  to  the  true  whitefish,  with  which  they  are  commonly 
confounded.  The  nose  is  pointed,  the  under  jav  long,  and  they  take  the  hook  at  certain  seasons 
Willi  activi^.  They  eat  mall  fish  as  well  as  insects  and  trmtautuu. 

Of  the  pickerel  family,  we  have  three  or  four  closely  allied  species  of  the  genus  Esox,  armed 
with  prodigious  jaws  filled  with  cruel  teeth.  They  lie  motionles  eady  to  dart,  swift  as  an 
arrow,  upon  their  prey.  They  arc  the  sharks  of  the  fresh  water.  The  pickerel  are  so  rapacious 
that  they  spare  not  their  own  species.  Sometimes  they  attempt  to  swallow  a  fish  nearly  as  large 
as  themselves,  and  perish  in  consequence.  Their  flesh  is  moderately  good,  and  as  they  are  guK 
to  the  backbone,  it  mi^t  be  desirable  to  propagate  them  to  a  moderate  extent  under  peenlisr 
circumstances. 

The  catfish  (^SiluridcE)  have  soft  fins,  protected  by  sharp  spines,  and  curious  fleshy  barbels 
floating  from  their  lips,  without  scales,  covered  only  with  a  slimy  coat  of  mucus.  The 
genus  Pimlodus  are  scavengers  among  fish,  as  vultures  among  birds.  They  are  filthy  in  habit 

and  food.  There  is  one  interesting  trait  of  the  catfish  —  the  vigilant  and  watchful  motherly 
care  of  the  young  by  the  male.  He  defends  them  with  preat  spirit,  and  herds  them  together 
when  they  straggle.  Even  the  mother  is  driven  far  off;  fur  he  knows  full  well  that  she  would 
not  scruple  to  make  a  full  meal  off  her  little  black  tadpole-like  progeny.  There  are  four  qteciei 
known  to  inhabit  this  State —one  peculiar  to  the  great  lakes,  and  two  found  in  the  numeiou 
affluents  of  the  Mississippi.  One  of  these,  the  great  yellow  catfish,  sometimes  weighs  over  one 
himdred  pounds.  When  in  good  condition,  stuffed  and  well  baked,  they  are  a  fair  table  fish. 
The  small  bull-head  is  universally  distributed. 

The  sturgeons  are  large  sluj^sh  fish,  covered  with  plates  instead  of  scales.  ThcR 
are  at  least  three  species  of  the  genus  Acipenser  found  in  the  waters  of  Vi^onsin.  Being  SO 
large  and  without  bones,  they  afford  a  sufficiently  cheap  article  of  food;  unfortunately,  however, 
the  quality  is  decidedly  bad.  Sturgeons  deposit  an  enormous  quantity  of  eggs ;  the  roe  not 
unfrequently  weighs  one  fourth  as  much  as  the  entire  body,  and  numbers,  it  is  said,  many 
millions.  The  principal  commercial  value  of  sturgeons  is  found  in  the  roe  and  swimming 
bladder.  The  much  prized  caviare  is  manufactured  from  the  former,  and  from  the  latter  the  best 
of  isinglass  is  obtained. 

The  gar-pikes  {^Lepidosteus)  are  represented  by  at  least  three  species  of  this  singular  fish. 
They  have  long  serpentine  bodies,  with  jaws  prolonged  into  a  regular  bill,  which  is  well  provided 
with  teeth.  The  scales  are  composed  of  txme  covered  on  the  outside  with  enamel,  like  teeth. 
The  alligator  gar,  confined  to  the  depths  of  the  Mississippi,  is  a  large  fish,  and  the  more  common 
species,  Lcpidosteus  bisoHy  attains  to  a  considerable  size.  The  I.epidoiteous^  now  only  found  in 
North  America,  once  had  represenutives  all  over  the  globe.  Fossils  of  the  same  family  of  which 
the  gar-pike  is  the  type,  have  been  found  all  over  Europe,  in  the  oldest  fosailiferous  beds,  in  the 
itrata  of  the  age  of  coal,  in  the  new  ted  sandstone,  in  oOlitic  deposits,  and  in  the  chalk  and 
tertiary  formations  —  being  one  of  the  many  living  evidences  that  North  America  was  the  first 
country  above  the  water.  For  all  practical  jxjrposes.  we  should  not  regret  to  have  the  gar-pikes 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  their  aged  and  illustrious  predecessors.    They  could  well  be  spared. 

There  is  a  fish  maadose)  which  belongs  to  the  cod-fish  family,  called  by  the  fishermen 
the;  ''lawyers,"  for  what  reason  I  am  not  able  to  say — at  any  rate,  the  fish  is  worthless.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  small  fish,  interesting  only  to  the  naturalist,  which  I  shall  omit  to  men- 
tion here. 
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Fish  of  the  northern  countries  are  the  most  valuable,  for  the  reason  that  the  water  is  colder 
•ad  purer.  Wisconsin,  situated  between  forty-two  thirty,  and  forty-seven  degrees  of  latitude, 
bounded  on  tiie«Mt  and  north  by  the  Ingest  lakes  in  the  votld,  on  the  west  by  Ac  "Gicat  river," 

traversed  by  numerous  fine  and  rapid  streams,  and  sprinkled  all  over  with  beautiful  and  pictu- 
resque lakes,  has  physical  conditions  certainly  the  most  favorable,  perhaps  of  any  State,  for  an 
abundant  and  never-failing  supply  of  the  best  fish.  Few  persons  have  any  idea  of  the  importance 
cf  the  fisheries  of  Lake  Mtditgsn.  It  is  difficult  to  collect  adequate  data  to  fiwm  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  capital  invested  and  the  amount  of  fish  taken;  enough,  however,  has  been 
iscertained  to  enable  me  to  state  that  at  MiUvankee  alone  §100,000  are  invested,  and  not  less 
than  two  hundred  and  eighty  tons  of  dressed  fish  taken  annually.  At  Racine,  during  the  entire 
Kason  of  nine  months,  there  are,  on  an  average,  one  thousand  pounds  of  whitefish  and  trout, 
each,  caught  and  sold  dailjr,  amounting  to  not  less  than  $16,000.  It  is  wdl  known  that,  since  the 
ad(^tion  of  the  gilkiet  system,  the  fishermen  are  enabled  to  pnisne  their  calling  ten  months  of 
tbe  year. 

When  the  fish  retire  to  the  deep  water,  they  arc  followed  with  miles  of  nets,  and  the  poor 
fish  are  entangled  on  every  side.  There  is  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  number  and  size  of  white- 
liih  and  trout  taken,  when  compared  with  early  years.  When  fish  were  only  captured  with  seines, 
they  had  abundant  chance  to  escape  and  multiply  so  as  to  keep  an  even  balance  in  number. 
Ttnly  by  artificial  propagation  and  well  enforced  laws  protecting  them  during  the  spawning 
season,  can  we  hope  now  to  restore  the  balance.  In  order  to  give  some  idea  of  the  valuable 
Ubors  of  tbe  state  fish  commissioners,  I  will  state  briefly  that  they  have  purchased  for  the 
Hale  a  piece  of  property,  situated  three  miles  from  Madison,  known  as  the  Nine  Springs, 
inrhiding  fortf  acres  of  land,  on  which  they  have  erected  a  dwelling-house,  bam  and  hatchery, 
slso  constructed  several  ponds,  in  which  can  he  seen  many  valuable  fish  in  the  enjoyment  of 
perfect  health  and  vigor.  As  equipped,  it  is,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  best,  if  not  /Ae  best^  hatchery 
is  the  states.  In  this  permanent  establishment  the  commission  design  to  hatch  and  distribute 
to  tte  small  lakes  and  rivers  of  die  interior  the  most  valuable  of  our  indigenous  fish,  such  as 
bsi%pike,  trout,  etc.,  etc.,  as  well  as  many  valuable  foreign  varieties.  During  the  past  season, 
many  fish  have  been  distributed  from  this  state  hatchery.  At  the  Milwaukee  Water  Works,  the 
commission  have  equipi>ed  a  hatchery  on  a  large  scale,  using  the  water  as  pumped  directly  from 
the  lake.  During  the  past  season  there  was  a  prodigious  multitude  of  young  trout  and  whitefish 
distributed  from  this  point.  The  success  of  Superintendent  Wekher  in  hatching  whitefish  at 
Milwaukee  has  been  the  best  yet  gained,  nearly  idnety  per  cent  of  the  eggs  "laid  down* 
being  hatched.  Pisciculturists  will  appreciate  this  wonderful  success,  as  they  well  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  manage  the  spawn  of  the  whitefish. 

I  append  the  followmg  statistics  of  the  number  of  fish  hatched  and  distributed  from  the 
Mihnnikee  hatchery  previous  to  i878t 

Total  number  of  fish  hatched,  8,000,000  —  whitefish,  6,300,000;  salmon  trout,  1,700,000. 

They  were  distributed  as  follows,  in  the  month  of  May,  1877  :    Whitefish  jilantcd  in  Lake 
Michigan,  at  Kacine,  1,000,000;  at  Milwaukee,  3,260,000;  between  Manitowoc  and  Two  Kivers 
i/Mo^ooo;  in  Green  bay,  1,000,000;  in  Elkhart  lake,  40,000. 

Salmon  trout  were  turned  out  as  follows:  Lake  3fichigan,  near  Milwaukee,  600,000; 
Brown's  lake,  Racine  county,  40,000 ;  Delavan  lake,  Walworth  county,  40,000 ;  Troy  lake,  Wal- 
worth county,  40,000 ;  Pleasant  lake,  Walworth  county,  40,000 ;  Lansdale  lake,  Walworth 
county,  40,000 ;  Ella  lake,  Milwaukee  county,  16,000;  Cedar  lake,  Washington  county,  40,000; 
Elkhart  lak^  Sheboygan  county,  ,40|00o;  Qear  lak^  Rock  county,  40,000;  Kipley  lakc^ 
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Jefferson  county,  40,000;  Mendota  lake,  Dane  rn':nty,  100,000;  Fox  lake,  Dodge  county. 
40,000;  Swan  and  Silver  lakes,  Columbia  county,  40,000;  Little  Green  lake,  Green  Lake 
county,  40,000;  Big  Green  lake,  Green  Lake  county,  100,000;  Bass  lake,  St.  Croix  county, 
40,600;  Twin  lakes,  St.  Croix  county,  40,000 ;  Umg  lake,  (Jhippewa  county,  40,000;  Oconomo- 
woe  lake,  Wauke^a  county,  100,000 ;  Pine  lake,  Waukesha  county,  40,000 ;  Pewaukee  lake, 
Waukesha  county,  100,000;  North  lake,  Waukesha  county,  40^00;  Nagawicka  lake,  Waukeafaft 
county,  40,000 ;  Okanche  lake,  Waukesha  county,  40,000. 

LARGE  ANIM.\LS.— TIME  OF  THEIR  DISAPPEARANCE. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  territory  now  included  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  was  nearly  in  a  state 
of  nature,  all  the  large  wild  animals  were  then  abundant.  Now,  all  has  changed.  The  ax  and 
plow,  gun  and  dog,  railway  and  telegraph,  have  metamorphosed  the  face  of  nature.  Most 
the  large  quadrupeds  have  been  either  eztermtnated,  or  have  hid  themselves  away  in  the  wilder- 
ness. In  a  short  time,  all  of  these  will  have  disappeared  from  the  state.  The  date  and  Older 
in  which  animals  become  extinct  within  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  is  a  subject  of  great  interest 
There  was  a  time  when  the  antelope,  the  woodland  caribou,  the  buffalo,  and  the  wild  turkey, 
were  abundant,  but  are  now  no  longer  to  be  found. 

The  Antelope,  AntUoedrpa  Ameriauut^  now  confined  to  the  Western  plidns,  did,  two  huiu 
dred  years  ago,  inhabit  Wisconsin  as  far  east  as  Michigan.  In  Octolicr,  1679,  Father  Hennej  in. 
with  La  Salle  and  party,  in  four  canoes,  coasted  along  the  Western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan.  In 
Hennepin's  narrative,  he  says;  "  The  oldest  of  them  "  (the  Indians)  "  came  to  us  the  next  morn- 
ing with  their  calumet  of  peace,  and  brought  some  wild  goats.**  This  was  somewhere  north  of 
Milwaukee.  **  Being  in  sore  distress,  we  saw  upon  the  coast  a  great  many  ravens  and  e^^es " 
(turkey  vultures),  "  from  whence  we  conjectured  there  was  some  prey,  and  having  landed  upon 
that  place,  we  found  above  the  half  of  a  fat  joiU  goat,  which  the  wolves  had  strangled.  This 
provision  was  very  acceptable  to  us,  and  the  rudest  of  our  men  could  not  but  praise  the  Dirine 
Providence  which  took  so  particular  care  of  us."  This  must  have  been  somewhere  near  lUdne. 
*'On  the  i6th**  (October,  1679),  *'  we  met  with  abundance  of  game.  A  savage  we  had  with  us. 
killed  several  stags  (deer)  and  wild  goats  ^  and  our  men  a  great  many  turkeys,  very  fat  and  big." 
This  must  have  been  so\ith  of  Racine.  These  were  undoubtedly  antelopes.  Schoolaaft 
mentions  antelopes  as  occupying  the  Northwest  territory. 

When  the  last  buffalo  crossed  the  Mississippi  is  not  precisely  known;  It  ifl  certain  thqr 
lingered  in  IH^soonsin  in  1815.  It  is  said  there  was  a  bolTalo-  shot  on  the  St.  Cioix  river  as  late 
as  183a,  so  Wisconsin  claims  the  last  buffalo.  The  woodland  caribou — Rangifer  caribou — were 
never  numerous  within  the  limits  of  the  state.  A  few  were  seen  not  far  from  La  Pointc  in 
The  last  wild  turkey  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state,  was  in  1846.  On  the  Mississippi,  one 
was  kilted  in  1856.  I  am  told  by  Dr.  Walcott,  that  turkeys  were  abundant  in  Wisconsin  pievioos 
to  the  hard  winter  of  184S-3,  when  snow  was  yet  two  feet  deep  in  March,  with  a  stout  crust,  so 
that  the  turkeys  could  not  get  to  the  ground.  They  became  so  poor  and  weak,  that  they  could 
not  fly,  and  thus  became  an  easy  prey  to  the  wolves,  foxes,  wild  cats,  minks,  etc.,  which  exter- 
minated almost  the  entire  race.  The  Doctor  says  he  saw  but  one  single  individual  the  next 
winter.  Elk  were  on  Hay  river  in  1863,  and  I  have  little  doubt  a  few  yet  remain.  Moose  aie 
not  numerous,  a  few  yet  remain  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  state.  I  saw  moose  tracks  m 
the  Montreal  river,  hear  Lake  Superior,  in  the  summer  of  1845.  A  few  panthers  may  still 
inhabit  the  wilderness  of  Wisconsin.  Benjamin  Bones,  of  lupine*  shot  one  on  the  headwaters  of 
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Black  river,  December,  1863.  Badf^ers  are  now  nearly  gone,  and  in  a  few  years  more,  the  only 
badgo*  foand  within  -thtt  state,  will,  be  two  legged  oam.  Besven  are  yet  numeious  in  the 
saall  lakes  in  tte  northern  regions.  Wolverines  are  occasionally  met  with  in  the  northern 
forests.  Bears,  wolves,  and  deer,  will  continue  to  flourish  in  the  northern  and  central  coontieSi 
where  underbrush,  timber,  and  small  lakes  abound. 

Ail  large  animals  will  soon  be  driven  by  civilization  out  of  Wisconsin.  The  railroad  and 
improved  fireams  will  do  the  work^  and  thus  we  lose  the  primitive  denisens  of  the  finest  and 
poiiies. 

PECULIARITIES  OF  THE  BIRD  FAUKA. 

The  facts  recorded  in  this  paiH:r,  were  obtained  by  personal  observations  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  latitude  42°  46'  north,  longitude  87''  48'  west.  This  city  is  situated 
M  the  western  shore  0/  Lake  Michigan,  at  the  extreme  southern  point  of  the  heavy  lumbered 

district,  the  base  of  which  rests  on  Lake  Superior.  Racine  extends  six  miles  further  into  the 
like  than  Milwaukee,  and  two  miles  further  than  Kenosha.  At  this  point  the  great  prairie 
approaches  near  the  lake  from  the  west.  The  extreme  rise  of  the  mercury  in  summer,  is  from 
90*  to  100*  Fahrenheit.  The  isothermal  line  comes  further  north  in  summer,  and  retires  further 
sooth  in  winter  than  it  does  east  of  the  great  lakes,  which  physical  condition  will  sufficiently 
aplain  the  remarkable  peculiarities  of  its  animal  life,  the  overlapping  as  it  were,  of  two  distinct 
faunas.  More  especially  is  this  true  of  birds,  that  are  enabled  to  change  their  locality  with  the 
greatest  facility.  Within  the  past  thirty  years,  I  have  collected  and  observed  over  three  hundred 
species  of  birds,  nearly  half  of  all  birds  found  in  North  America.  Many  species,  considered 
are  in  other  sections,  are  found  here  in  the  greatest  abundance.  A  striking  peculiarity  of  the 
ornithological  fauna  of  this  section,  is  that  southern  birds  go  farther  north  in  summer,  while 
northern  species  go  farther  south  in  winter  than  they  do  east  of  the  lakes.  Of  summer  birds 
that  visit  us,  I  will  ennumerate  a  few  of  the  many  that  belong  to  a  more  southern  latitude  in  the 
Adantic  States.   Nearly  all  nest  with  us,  or,  at  least,  did  some  years  ago. 

Yellow-bmsted  chat^  Jderia  vir4Hs;  mocking  bird,  Mimus  patfygtoUiu;  great  Carolina  wren, 
Tkriothorus  ludmHcianus ;  prothonotary  warbler,  Protmglaria  direaj  summer  red  bird,  Pyran^ 
Ofi'va;  wood  ibis,  Tantalus  loculalor. 

Among  Arctic  birds  that  visit  us  in  winter  are: 

Snowy  owl,  NyettA  fdaea;  great  gray  owl,  Syrmum  dmtntt}  hawk  owl,  Sm^tda  tibdaj  Arctic 
three-toed  woodpecker,  PicoitUs  arcUeus;  banded  three-toed  woodpecker,  Picoides  hirsuhuj  mag- 
pie. Pica  hiuisonica;  Canada  jay,  Pirisortm  canadensis;  evening  grosbeak,  Hesperiphana  vesper- 
tina;  Hud-.on  titmouse.  Farus^  htnisonicus ;  king  eder,  SomaUria  s^clabUis ^  black-throated  diver, 
Ctfymdtis  arciicus;  glaucus  gull,  Laurus  glauctts. 

These  examples*  are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  rich  avi  fauna  of  Wisconsin.  It  is  doubtful  if 
'here  is  another  locality > where  the  Canada  jay  and  its  associates  visit  in  winter  where  the  mock- 
Jr.j' bird  nests  in  summer,  or  where  the  hawk  owl  flies  silently  over  the  spot  occupied  during 
the  warmer  days  by  the  summer  red  bird  and  the  yellow-breasted  chat.  But  the  ax  has  already 
leveled  much  of  the  great  woods,  so  that  there  is  now  a  great  falling  off  in  numbers  of  our  old 
Euailiar  feathered  friends.  It  is  now  extremely  doubtful  if  such  a  collection  can.  ever  again  be 
ittdr  within  the  boundaries  of  this  state,  or  indeed,  of  any  other. 
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From  the  time  of  the  earliest  advent  of  the  families  of  French  traders  into  the  region  now 
known  as  Wisconsin,  to  the  yew  i8z8,  when  tiiat  rtgum  became  part  of  Michigan  territory, 
education  was  mostlf  confined  to  private  instniction,  or  was  sought  hj  the  chiMfen  of  the 

wealthier  in  the  distant  cities  of  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Detroit.  The  early  Jesuit  nfiissionarieii 
and  —  subsequently  to  1816,  when  it  came  under  the  military  control  of  the  United  States  — 
representatives  of  various  other  religious  denominations,  sought  to  teach  the  Indian  tribes  of 
this  lection.  In  iSaj,  Rep.  Eleasar  WtlUams,  well  known  for  his  subeeqaent  claim  to  be  th« 
Dauphin  of  France,  and  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Episcopal  Mifsionary  Society,  started  a 
school  of  white  and  half-breed  children  on  the  west  side  of  Fox  river,  opposite  "  Shanty-Town." 
A  Catholic  mission  school  for  Indians  was  organized  by  an  Italian  priest  near  Green  Bay,  in 
1830.  A  clause  of  the  treaty  with  the  Winnebago  Indians,  in  1832,  bound  the  United  States  to 
nudntun  a  school  for  their  children  near  Prairie  du  Chien  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven  yean. 

The  Original  School  Code, 

From  1818  to  1836,  Wisconsin  formed  part  of  Michigan  territory.  In  the  year  1837,  Michi- 
gan was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  and  Wisconsin,  embracing  what  is  now  Minnesots, 
Iowa,  and  a  considerable  region  still  further  westward,  was,  by  act  of  congress  approved  April 
toth  of  the  year  previous,  established  as  a  separate  territory.    The  act  provided  that  the  existing 

laws  of  the  territory  of  Michigan  should  be  extended  over  the  new  territory  so  far  as  compatible 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  subject  to  alteration  or  repeal  by  the  new  government  created. 
Thus  wi^  the  odwr  statutes,  tfie  school  code  of  Michigan  became  the  original  code  of  Wiscon* 
sin,  sod  it  WH  soon  formally  adopted,  with  almost  no  change,  by  the  first  territorial  legislatnre^ 

which  met  at  Belmont.  Although  modified  in  some  of  its  provisions  almost  every  year,  this 
imperfect  code  continued  in  force  until  the  adoption  of  the  state  constitution  in  1848.  The 
first  material  changes  in  the  code  were  made  by  the  territorial  legislature  at  its  second  session, 
in  1837,  by  the  passage  of  a  bill "  to  regulate  the  sale  of  school  lands,  and  to  provide  for  otguh 
ising,  regulating,  and  perfecting  common  schools."  It  was  provided  in  this  act  that  as  soon  as 
twenty  electors  should  reside  in  a  surveyed  township,  they  should  elect  a  board  of  three  com- 
missioners, holding  office  three  years,  to  lay  off  districts,  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  leases  of 
school  lands  to  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  and  to  call  school  meetings.  It  was  also  pro* 
vided  that  each  district  should  elect  a  board  of  three  directors,  holding  office  one  jrear,  to  locate 
school-houses,  hire  teachers  for  at  least  three  months  in  the  year,  and  levy  taxes  for  the  support 
of  schools.  It  was  further  provided  that  a  third  board  of  five  inspectors  ohould  be  elected 
annually  in  each  town  to  examine  and  license  teachers  and  inspect  the  schools.  Two  years 
subsequently  (1S39)  the  law  was  revised  and  the  family,  instead  of  the  electors,  was  made  the 
basis  of  the  town  organisation.  Every  town  with  not  less  than  ten  families  was  made  a  school 
district  and  required  to  provide  a  competent  teacher.  More  populous  towns  were  divided  into 
two  or  more  districts.  The  office  of  town  commissioner  was  abolished,  its  duties  with  certain 
others  being  transferred  to  the  inspectors.  The  rate-bill  system  of  taxation,  previously  in 
existence,  was  repealed,  and  a  tax  on  the  whole  county  for  building  school-bouses  and  support- 
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ag  schools  was  provided  for.  One  or  two  years  later  the  office  of  town  commissioners  wu 
Krtored,  and  tiie  duliei  of  the  inapecton  were  assigned  to  the  iame.  Other  aomewhat  important 
aaeadawnta  were  made  at  the  same  time. 

In  1840,  a  memorial  to  congress  from  the  legislature  represented  that  the  -people  were 
anxions  to  establish  a  conimon-sch(X)l  system,  with  suitable  resources  for  its  support.  From 
lack  ot  suffident  funds  many  of  the  schools  were  poorly  organized.  The  rate-bill  tax  or  private 
lubacrqitkm  was  often  neeeaaary  to  supplement  the  scanty  results  d  county  taxation.  Until  a 
Male  gpvcmment  ahould  be  oq^anizedt  the  fund  accruing  from  the  sale  of  school  lands  could  not 
be  available.  Congress  had  made  to  Wisconsin,  as  to  other  new  states,  for  educational  purposes, 
a  donation  of  lands.  These  lands  embraced  the  sixteenth  section  in.  every  township  in  the  state, 
the  500,000  acres  to  which  the  state  was  entitled  by  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  congress  passed 
in  tS4t,  and  any  grant  of  lands  finom  the  United  States,  the  purposes  of  which  were  not  speci- 
fied. To  obtain  the  benefits  of  this  large  fund  waa  a  leading  object  in  forming  the  state  con- 
tttution* 

Agitation  for  Free  Schools. 

Shortly  before  the  admission  of  the  stale  the  subject  of  free  schools  began  to  be  quite 
widely  discussed.  In  February,  1845,  Col.  M.  Frank,  of  Kenosha,  a  member  of  the  territorial 
legislature,  introduced  a  bill,  which  became  a  law,  authorizing  the  legal  voters  of  his  own  town 
to  vote  taxes  on  all  the  assessed  property  tor  the  full  support  of  its  schools.  A  provision  of  the 
act  required  its  submission  to  the  people  of  the  town  before  it  could  take  effect  It  met  with 
streTiuous  opposition,  but  after  many  public  meetings  and  lectures  held  in  the  interests  of  public 
enlightenment,  the  act  was  ratified  by  a  small  majority  in  the  full  of  1 845,  and  thus  the  hrst  free  school 
in  the  state  was  legally  organized.  Subsequently,  in  the  legislature,  m  the  two  constitutional  con- 
ventions, and  in  educational  assemblies,  the  question  of  a  free^hod  system  for  the  new  state 
aoon  to  be  organized  provoked  much  interest  and  discussion.  In  the  constitution  framed  by  the 
convention  of  1846,  was  provided  the  basis  of  a  free-school  system  similar  to  that  in  our  present 
constitution.  The  question  of  establishing  the  office  of  state  superintendent,  more  than  any 
Other  feature  of  the  proposed  school  system,  elicited  discussion  in  that  body.  The  necessity  of 
this  office,  and  the  advantages  of  free  schoote  supported  by  taxation,  were  d)ly  presented  to  the 
convention  by  Hon.  Henry  Barnard,  of  Connecticut,  in  an  evening  address.  He  afterward  pre- 
pared, by  request,  a  draft  of  a  free-school  system,  with  a  state  superintendent  at  its  head,  which 
va^  accepted  and  subsequently  embodied  in  the  constitution  and  the  school  law.  In  the  second 
eonstittttional  convention,  in  1848,  the  same  questions  again  received  careful  attention,  and  the 
srtide  on  education  previously  prepared,  was,  after  a  few  changes,  brought  into  the  shape  in 
which  we  now  find  it.  Immediately  after  the  ratification  by  the  people,  of  the  constitution  pre- 
pared by  the  second  convention,  three  commissioners  were  appointed  to  revise  the  statutes.  To 
one  of  these,  Col.  Frank,  the  needed  revision  of  the  school  laws  was  assigned.  The  work  was 
acceptably  performed,  and  the  new  sichool  code  of  1849,  largely  the  same  as  the  present  one, 
nent  into  operation  May  first  of  that  year. 

The  School.  System  undbr  the  State  Government. 

In  the  state  constitution  was  laid  the  broad  foundation  of  our  present  school  system.  The 
four  comer  stones  were:  (i)  The  guaranteed  freedom  of  the  schools;  (a)  the  school  fund 
created;  (3)  the  system  of  supervision;  (4)  a  state  university  for  higher  instruction.  The 
Khool  fund  has  five  distinct  sources  for  its  creation  indicated  in  the  constitution :  (i)  Proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  lands  granted  to  the  state  by  the  United  States  for  educational  purposes;  (2) 
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all  moneys  accruing  from  forfeiture  or  escheat;  (3)  all  fines  collected  in  the  several  counties  for 
breach  of  the  penal  laws ;  (4)  all  moneys  paid  for  exemption  from  military  duty ;  (5)  five  per  cent 
of  the  sale  of  c^enment  lands  within  At  state.  In  addition  to  these  constitutional  sooiccs  of 
the  school  fund,  another  and  sixth  source  was  open  from  1856  to  1870.  By  an  act  of  the  state 
legislature  in  the  former  year,  three-fourths  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands,  granted  to  the  state  by  congress,  Sept.  38,  1850,  were  added  to  the  common- 
school  fund,  the  other  fourth  going  into  a  fund  for  drainage,  under  certain  circumstances;  but  ii 
not  paid  over  to  any  town  for  that  purpose  within  two  years,  to  become  n  part  of  the  idMOl 
fond*  The  following  year  one  of  these  fourths  was  converted  into  the  normal-school  fbiid, 
leaving  one-half  for  the  common-school  fund.  In  1858,  another  fourth  was  given  to  the  drainagt 
fund,  thus  providing  for  the  latter  one-half  the  income  from  the  sales,  and  leaving  for  the  school 
fond,  until  the  year  1865,  only  the  remaining  one-fourth.  In  the  latter  year  this  was  traa^iEini 
to  die  nomud-sdiool  fond,  with  the  provision,  however,,  that  one-fonith  of  the  income  of  this 
fond  should  be  traaifeirad  to  the  common-icbool  fond  until  the  annual  income  of  the  latter 
fond  should  reach  $300,000.  In  1870  this  provision  was  repealed,  and  the  whole  income  of  the 
normal  fund  left  applicable  to  the  support  of  normal  schools  and  teachers'  institutes. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  state  legislature  in  1848,  several  acts  were  passed  whidi  carried 
oat  in  some  d^;ree  the  educational  provisions  of  the  constitution.  A  law  was  enacted  to  pro- 
vide for  the  election,  and  to  define  the  duties,  of  a  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  A 
district  board  was  created,  consisting  of  a  moderator,  director,  and  treasurer;  the  office  of  town 
superintendent  was  established,  and  provision  was  made  for  the  creation  of  town  libraries,  and 
for  the  distribntfon  of  the  school  fund.  The  present  school  code  of  Wisconsin  is  substantially 
that  passed  by  the  legislature  cS  1848,  and  which  went  into  operation  May  i,  1849.  The  most 
important  change  since  made  was  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  town  superintendent,  and  the 
substitution  therefor  of  the  county  superin tendency.    This  change  took  effect  January  i,  1862. 

The  ScBooL-FtxifD  Incohb. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  state  superintendent,  for  the  year  1849,  gives  the  income  ot 
the  school  fund  for  that  year  as  $588,  or  eight  and  three>tenth  mills  per  child.  Milwaukee 

courtty  received  the  largest  amount,  $69.63,  and  St.  Croix  county  the  smallest,  twenty-four  cents. 
The  average  in  the  state  was  forty-seven  cents  per  district.  The  following  table  will  show  at  a 
glance  the  quinquennial  increase  in  the  income  of  the  fund,  the  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  school  children,  and  the  apportbnment  per  child,  from  1849  to  1875,  inclusive;  also, 
the  last  published  apportionment,  that  for  1878.  It  will  be  seen  that  since  1855  die  iaciease  of 
the  fund  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  school  population : 


YSAR. 

.NO.  CHILDREN 
OF  SCHOOL-AGK. 

INCOME  OK 
SCHOOL  FUND 

RATE  I'ER 
CHILD. 

Year. 

NO.  rHILDRF.N 

OF  SCHOOL-ACE. 

INCOME  OF 

SCHOOL  FUND 

RATrnn 

CHILD. 

1849.. 

7O1457 

$588  00 

$0.0083 

1865.. 

335. 5S2 

l5i,Si6  34 

•46 

1850.. 

92.105 

47.716  00 

.518 

1870.. 

4l2,4Sl 

159,271  38 

•40 

1855.. 

186,085 

125,906  02 

.67 

450.3"4 

184,624  64 

•4» 

i860.. 

988,984 

184.949  76 

M 

1878.. 

47a.69a 

185,546  01 

The  amount  of  productive  school  fund  reported  September  301- 1878,  was  $9,680,70^91, 
The  pwtion  of  the  fund  not  invested  at  that  date,  was  158,823. 7a 
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The  State  University.  '  ' 

In  his  message  to  the  first  territorial  legislature,  in  1836,  Governor  Dodge  recommended 
Asking  from  congress  aid  for  the  establishment  of  a  state  educational  institution,  to  be  governed 
if  the  Iq^slatofie.  This  was  the  first  official  action  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  state 
oaiversity .  The  same  legislatuie  passed  an  act  to  establish  and  locate  the  Wisconsin  univer- 
sity  at  Belmont,  in  the  county  of  Iowa.  At  its  second  session,  the  following  year,  the  legislature 
passed  an  act,  which  was  approved  January  19,  1H38,  establishing  "at  or  near  Madison,  the  seat 
of  government,  a  university  for  the  purpose  of  educating  youth,  the  name  whereof  shall  be  *The 
Untvenity  of  the  Temtory  of  Wuconsin.  *'■  A  resolution  was  passed  at  the  same  session,  directs 
tog  the  territorial  delegate  in  congress  to  ask  of  that  body  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  ot  said  university,  and  also  to  appropriate  two  townships  of  vacant  land 
tur  Its  endowment.  Congress  accordingly  appropriated,  in  1838,  seventy-two  sections,  or  two 
townships,  for  the  support  of  a  ^seminary  of  learning  in  the  territoiy  of  Wisconsin,"  and  this 
was  afterward  confiiroed  to  the  state  for  the  use  of  the  universi^.  No  effectual  previsiont  hew-  - 
ever,  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  the  university  until  ten  years  later,  when  the  state  was 
organized.  Congress,  as  has  been  said,  had  made  a  donation  of  lands  to  the  territory  for  the 
support  of  such  an  institution,  but  these  lands  could  not  be  made  available  for  that  purpose  until 
the  tenitoxy  should  become  a  state.  The  state  constitution,  adopted  in  1848,  declamd  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  state  university,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  all 
lands  donated  by  the  United  States  to  the  state  for  the  support  of  a  university  should  remain  a 
perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  appropriated  to  its  support 

The  state  legislature,  at  its  first  session,  passed  an  act,  approved  July  26,  1848,  establishing 
the  Univerrity  of  Wisconsin,  defining  its  location,  its  government,  and  its  various  departments, 
•ad  authorizing  the  regents  to  purchase  a  suitable  site  for  the  buildings,  and  to  proceed  to  the 
erection  of  the  pamc,  after  having  obtained  from  the  legisHnire  the  ipjirov.i!  of  plans.  This  act 
rq)ealed  the  previous  act  of  1838.  The  regents  were  soon  after  apix>inted,  and  their  first  annual 
report  was  presented  to  the  legislature,  January  30,  1849.  This  report  announced  the  selection 
of  a  site,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  legislatttTe,  announced  the  organisation  of  a  preparatory 
department,  and  the  election  of  a  chancellor  or  president.  The  university  was  thus  organized, 
vith  John  H.  Lathrop,  president  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  as  its  first  chancellor,  and  John 
W.  Sterling  as  principal  of  the  preparatory  department,  which  was  opened  February  5, 
Chancellor  Lathrop  was  not  formally  inaugurated  until  January  16,  1850. 

Owing  to  the  short-sighted  policy  of  the  state  in  locatmg  without  due  care,  and  in  apprais- 
ng  and  selling  so  low  the  lands  of  the  original  grant,  the  fund  produced  was  entirely  inadequate 
to  the  support  of  the  institution.  Congress,  therefore,  made,  in  1854,  an  additional  grant  of 
Kventy-two  sections  of  land  for  its  use.  These,  however,  were  located  and  sold  in  the  same 
iiwoBsideiate  and  unfortunate  manner,  for  so  low  a  price  as  to  be  a  means  of  inducing  immigra- 
tios,  indeed,  but  not  oTprddudng  a  fund  adequate  for'the  support  of  a  succcssfol  state  .univer- 
sity. Of  the  92,160  acrw  comprised  in  the  two  grants,  there  had  been  sold  priof  tO  S^tember 
i",  1866,  74,178  acres  for  the  sum  of  $264,570.13,  or  at  an  average  price  of  but  little  more  than 
ii-So  per  acre.*  Besides  this,  the  state  had  allowed  the  university  to  anticipate  its  income  to  the 
otcat  of  over  $100,000  for  the  erection  of  bnildbgs.  By  a  Uw  of  i86a  the  sum  of  $104,339.43 
nstskenfirom  its  fond  (already  too  small)  to  pay  for  these  buildings.  The  resulting  embar- 
rassment made  necessary  the  re-organization  of  1866,  which  added  to  the  slender  resources  of 
the  institution  the  agricultural  college  fund,  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  donated  to  the  state  by 
the  congressional  act  of  1862. 

HlMpmtlwpcleeeblsiBsdlwthjt  lands  of  the  VnlvmitrfifMicli^  Tlw  fnt  Mto  of  <kan  hadt  awfli^ 
InJi  per  acre,  and  braeght  !■  a        fw  (i9s7)  |s|0447^  Satat  wen  ande  in  meeNdiag  fmn  at  fis,  $tT. 
llq  per  atre. 
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The  lift  anlvenity  bofldlng  erected  was  iht  notA  dormitorf»  wfaidi  wu  completed  in  1851. 
Thil  ii  no  feet  m  length  by  40  in  breadth,  and  four  stories  in  height.  The  south  dormitory,  of 
Ihetame  size,  was  completed  in  1855  The  main  central  edifice,  known  as  University  Hall,  wu 
finished  in  1859.  The  Ladies'  College  was  completed  in  1872.  This  latter  was  built  with  ta 
appropriation  of  ^50,000,  made  by  the  legislature  in  1870 — the  hrst  actual  donation  the  unirer* 
ritf  had  ever  received  ftom  tiie  slate.  The  le|^iUtaie«iof  1875  appropriated  $80^000  in  At 
erectioB  of  Science  Hall,  a  botlding  to  be  devoted  to  instruction  in  the  physical  iciwcWi  TIm 
was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term  of  1877. 

The  growth  of  this  institution  during  the  past  fourteen  years,  and  especially  since  its  re. 
organization  in  1866,  has  been  rapid  and  substantial.  Its  productive  fund  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1877,  aside  ftom  the  agricnltiiral  college  fund,  was  $st3iS40  31.  The  combiaad  uip 
versity  and  agriedtnral  funds  amountedt  ^  date,  to  $4fi4fi$»  ft.  An  act  of  the  legis- 
lature in  1867  appropriated  to  the  university  income  for  that  year,  and  annually  for  the  next  ten 
years,  the  sum  of  $7,303.76,  being  the  interest  upon  the  sum  taken  from  the  university  fund  by 
the  law  of  i86a  for  the  erectbn  of  btuldtngs,  as  before  mentioned.  Chapter  too  of  the  genenl 
Jaws  of  187s  also  provided  for  an  annual  state  tax  ot  $10^000  to  increase  the  income  of  the  nnw 
▼ersity.  Chapter  119  of  the  laws  of  1876  provides  for  an  annual  state  tax  of  one-tenth  of  one 
mill  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  state  for  the  increase  of  the  university  fund  income,  this  tax 
to  be  "  t'n  lieu  of  all  other  appropriations  before  provided  for  the  benefit  of  said  fund  income," 
and  to  be  deemed  a  full  compenaatktn  for  all  deficiencies  in  said  income  arising  from  the  dis- 
positioB  of  the  lands  donated  to  the  state  by  congress,  in  trust,  ibr  the  benefit  of  said  taconc." 
The  entire  income  of  the  university  from  all  sources,  including  this  tax  (which  was  $42,359.62), 
was,  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878,  $81,442.63.  The  university  has  a  faculty  of  over 
thirty  professors  and  instructors,  and  during  the  past  year — 1877-8 — it  had  in  its  various  depait- 
ments  388  students.  The  law  dq^utment,  orgaaiied  hi  1868,  has  since  been  in  snccessfiil  opcf»' 
ction.   Ladies  are  admitted  into  all  the  departments  and  classes  <tf  the  naivetdty. 

Agkicultural  Collbob. 

The  agricultural  college  fund,  granted  to  the  state  bf  the  congressional  act  of  1862,  was 
by  a  subsequent  legislative  enactment  (1866)  applied  to  the  support,  not  of  a  separate  agricultural 
college,  but  of  a  department  of  agriculture  in  the  existing  university,  thus  rendering  it  unneces- 
sary for  the  state  to  erect  separate  buildings  elsewhere.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  ii4i 
laws  of  1866,  the  county  of  Dane  issued  to  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasmg  an  esperi- 
mental  farm,  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $40,000.  A  farm  of  about  300  acres,  adjoining  the  univer- 
sity grounds,  was  purchased,  and  a  four  years*  course  of  study  provided,  desif;ned  to  be  thorough 
and  extensive  in  the  branches  that  relate  to  agriculture,  in  connection  with  its  practical  application 
upon  the  experimental  farm. 

The  productive  agricoltnral  college  fimd  has  increased  from  |8,o6i.86«  in  i866|  to  $844,3(3,18, 
in  1878. 

Normal  Schooi^. 

The  proprietv  of  making  some  special  provision  for  the  instruction  of  teachers  was 
acknowledged  in  the  very  organization  of  the  state,  a  provision  for  normal  schools  having  been 
embodied  in  the  constitution  itself,  which  ordains  that  after  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
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eommoii  achodb  fo  intaredt  the  rendne  of  the  school  fund  shall  be  appfopriated  to  academies  and 

BOffma]  schools.  The  state  legislature,  in  its  first  session  in  1848,  in  the  act  establishing  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin,  declared  that  one  of  the  four  departments  thereof  should  be  a  department 
of  the  tbeoiy  and  practice  of  elementary  instruction.  The  first  institution  ever  chartered  in 
ihe  state  at  a  notmal  school  was  incoiporated  bf  the  legislature  at  its  second  session — 1849  — 
snder  the  title  of  the  **  Jefierson  County  Normal  School/'   This,  however,  was  never  organized. 

The  regents,  when  organizing  the  university,  at  their  meeting  in  1849,  ordained  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  normal  professorship,  and  declared  that  in  organizing  the  normal  department  it 
was  their  fixed  intention  "  to  make  the  University  of  Wisconsin  subsidiary  to  the  great  cause  of 
popular  education,  by  making  it,  through  iiS  normal  department,  the  nursery  of  the  educators  of 
the  popular  mind,  and  the  central  point  of  union  and  harmony  to  the  educational  interests  of  the 
commonwealth."  They  declared  that  instruction  in  the  normal  department  should  be  free  to  all 
suitable  candidates.  Little  was  accomplished,  however,  in  this  direction  during  the  next  ten 
years.  In  1857  an  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature  appropriating  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
ineoaw  of  the  swamp-land  fund  to  normal  institutes  and  academies  under  the  supervinon  and 
direction  of  a  board  of  regents  of  normal  schools,"  who  were  to  be  appointed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Distribution  of  this  income  was  made  to  such  colleges,  acade- 
mies, and  high  schools  as  maintained  a  normal  class,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  pass> 
ing  a  successful  examination  conducted  by  an  agent  of  the  board.  In  1859,  Dr.  Henry  Barnard, 
who  had  become  chancellor  of  the  university,  was  made  agent  of  the  normal  regents.  He 
inaugurated  a  system  of  teachers'  institutes,  and  gave  fresh  vigor  to  the  normal  work  throughout 
the  state.  Resigning,  however,  on  account  of  ill-health,  within  two  years.  Professor  Chas.  H. 
Allen,  who  had  been  conducting  institutes  under  his  direction,  succeeded  him  as  agent  of  the 
normal  regents,  and  was  elected  principal  of  the  normal  department  of  the  university,  entering 
spon  his  work  as  the  latter  in  March,  1864.  He  managed  tiie  department  inth  signal  ability  and  * 
success,  but  at  the  end  of  one  or  two  years  resigned.  Meantime  the  educational  tentiaient  of 
the  state  had  manifested  itself  for  the  establishment  of  separate  normal  schools. 

In  1865,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  repealing  that  of  two  years  before,  and  providing 
instead  that  one-half  of  the  swamp-Und  fund  should  be  set  apart  as  a  normal-school  fund*  the 
income  of  which  should  be  apidied  to  establishing  and  supporting  normal  schools  under  the 
direction  and  management  of  the  board  of  normal  regents,  with  a  proviso,  however,  that  one 
fourth  of  such  income  should  be  annually  transferred  to  the  common-school  fund  income,  until 
the  latter  should  amount  annually  to  $200,000.  This  proviso  was  repealed  by  the  legislature  oi 
1870,  and  the  entire  income  of  one-half  the  swamp-land  fund  has  since  been  devoted  to  normal- 
school  purposes.  Daring  the  same  year  proposals  were  invited  for  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a 
normal  school,  in  money,  land,  or  buildings,  and  propositions  from  various  places  were  received 
and  considered.  In  i366,  the  board  of  regents  was  incorporated  by  the  legislature.  In  the 
same  year  Platteville  was  conditionally  selected  as  the  site  of  a  school,  and  as  there  was  already 
a  productive  fund  of  about  $600,000,  with  an  income  of  over  $30,000,  and  a  prospect  of  a  steady 
increase  as  thelands  were  sold,  the  board  decided  upon  the  policy  of  establishing  several  schools, 
located  in  different  parts  of  the  state.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  there  have  already  been 
completed,  and  are  now  in  very  successful  operation,  the  Platteville  Normal  School,  opened 
October  9, 1866 ;  the  Whitewater  Nonaal  Sdraol,  opened  April  21, 1868 ;  the  Oshkosh  Nonnal 
School,  opened  September  19, 1871,  and  the  River  Falls  Nonnal  School,  opened  Septembef 
t,  1875.  Each  assembly  district  in  the  state  is  entitled  to  eight  representatives  in  the 
normal  schools.  These  are  nominated  by  county  and  city  superintendents.  Tuition  is 
free  to  all  nonnal  students.    There  are  in  the  normal  schools  two  courses  of  study — an 
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dembtmkuy  tintru  of  'two  yean,  and  an  whmud  «mn»  of  four  yean.  The  etndent  conpletiDg 

the  former,  receives  a  certificate ;  the  one  completing  the  latteri  a  diploma.  The  certificate^  iriien 
the  liolder  lias  successfully  taught  one  year  after  graduation,  may  be  countersigned  by  the  sup- 
erintendent of  public  instruction,  when  it  becomes  equivalent  to  a  five-years'  state  certificate. 
The  diploma,  when  thus  countersigned,  after  a  like  interval,  is  equivalent  to  a  permanent  state 

certificate. 

It  is  believed  that  the  normal-school  system  of  Wisconsin  rests  upon  a  broader  and  more 
secure  basis  than  the  corresponding  system  of  any  other  state.  That  basis  is  an  independent 
and  permanent  fund,  which  has  already  reached  a  million  dollars.  The  precise  amount  of  this 
aecuzdy  invested  and  productivv  limd,  September  30,.  1878,  was  11,004,907.67,  and  the  mm  ef 
153,290.88  remained  uninvested. 

Tkachbrs*  hfsrmms. 

In  addition  to  the  woik  of  the  normal  schools,  the  board  (rf  regents  is  authorized  to  expend 
$5,000  annually  to  defray  the  expenses  of  teachers'  institutes.  A  law  of  187 1,  amended  in  1876, 
provides  for  normal  institutes,  which  shall  be  held  for  not  less  than  two  consecutive  weeks,  and 
appropriates  from  the  state  treasury  a  sum  not  exceeding  (2,000  pvt  annum  for  their  support. 
There  were  held  in  the  State,  in  1878,  sixty-six  institutes,  varjrlng  in  length  from  one  to  two 
weeks.  The  total  number  of  persona  enrolled  as  attendants  was  4,944 

Geadbd  SCHOOtS. 

Inchiding  those  in  the  cities,  the  graded  schoob  of  the  State  number  about  four  hundred. 
The  annual  report  of  the  State  soperintendent  for  1878  gives  the  number  with  two  departments 
as  ao7,  and  the  number  with  three  or  more  as  225. 

A  law  of  March,  1872,  provided  that  "all  graduates  of  any  graded  school  of  the  state,  who 
shall  have  passed  an  examination  at  such  graded  school  satisfactory  to  the  faculty  of  the  univer* 
sity  for  admission  into  the  sut>-fre8hman  class  and  college  classes  of  the  university,  shall  he  at 
once  and  .it  all  times  entitled  to  free  tuition  in  all  the  colleges  of  the  university."  A  consider- 
able nutnbcr  of  graduates  of  graded  schools  entered  the  university  under  this  law  during  the 
next  four  years,  but  it  being  deemed  an  unwise  discrimination  in  favor  ot  this  class  of  students, 
in  1876,  in  the  same  act  which  provided  for  the  tax  of  one  tenth  of  one  mill,  the  legislature  pro- 
vided that  from  and  after  the  4th  of  July  of  that  year  no  student,  except  students  in  law  and 
those  taking  extra  studies,  should  be  required  to  pay  any  fees  for  tuition.  Few  graded  schools 
of  the  state  are  able  as  yet  to  fully  prepare  students  for  entrance  into  the  regular  classes  of  the 
classical  department  of  the  university.  The  larger  number  prepared  by  them  still  enter  the 
scientific  department  or  the  sub-freshman  class. 

The  Township  System. 

In  1869  the  legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing  towns  to  adopt  by  vote  the  "  township  sys- 
tem of  school  government."  Under  this  system  each  town  becomes  one  school  district,  and  the 
several  school  districts  already  existing  become  sub-districts.  Each  sub-district  deets  a  deric, 
and  these  clerks  constitute  a  body  onporate  under  the  name  of  the  board  of  school  directen^'*and 
are  invested  with  the  title  and  custody  of  all  school  houses,  school-house  sites,  and  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  sub-districts,  with  power  to  control  them  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools  of  the  toiyn.    The  law  provides  for  an  executive  committee  to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
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board,  employ  teachers,  etc.,  and  for  a  secretary  to  record  proceedings  of  the  board,  have  imme- 
diate charge  and  supervision  of  the  schools,  and  perform  other  specified  duties.  But  few  towns 
lui\e  aa  yet  made  trtel  of  this  system,  although  it  is  in  sucoessftil  operation  in  Fensjrlvania,  Mas- 
iachasetts»  and  some  other  states,  and  where  MLy  and  fairiy  tried  in  our  own,  has  proved  entirety 
satisfactory.  It  is  the  general  belief  of  our  enlightened  educational  men  that  the  jdan  has  SU^ 
merits  as  ought  to  secure  its  voluntary  adoption  by  the  people  of  the  state. 

Fkbb  Hiok  Schools. 

In  1875  the  le^slature  enacted  that  any  town,  incorporated  villagie,  or  city,  may  establish 
ind  maintain  not  more  than  two  free  high  schools,  and  provided  for  an  annual  appropriation  of 
not  to  exceed  ^25,000,  to  refund  one-half  of  the  actual  cost  of  instruction  in  such  schools,  but 
Qo  school  to  draw  in  any  one  year  more  than  $500.  At  the  session  of  1877  the  benefits  of  the 
act  were  extended  to  such  high  schools  already  established  as  shall  show  by  a  proper  report  that 
they  have  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  If  towns  decline  to  establish  such  a 
school,  one  or  more  adjoining  districts  in  the  same  have  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  The  law  has 
met  with  much  favor.  For  the  school  year  ending  August  31,  1876  (the  first  year  in  which  it  was 
in  operation),  twen^  such  schools  reported,  and  to  these  the  sum  of  $7,466.50  was  paid,  being 
SB  average  of  #373.38  per  school.  For  the  year  ending  Aiigast  31,  1878,  eighty-five  schools 
reported  and  received  a  pro  rata  division  of  the  maximum  appropriation.  The  high  school  law 
was  primarily  designed  to  bring  to  rural  neighborhoods  the  twofold  advantages  of  Ci)  a  higher 
instruction  than  the  common  district  schools  afford,  and  (3)  a  better  class  of  teachers  for  these 
Khods.  It  was  anticipated,  however,  from  the  first  that  the  immtifair  results  of  the  law  would 
be  chiefly  the  improvement  of  existing  graded  schools  in  the  larger  villages  and  in  cities.  ' 

School  Officers. 

j       The  school  officers  of  Wisconsin  are,  a  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  sixty-four 
cooniy  superintendents,  twenty-eight  city  superintendents,  and  a  school  board  in  each  district, 

consisting  of  a  director,  treasurer,  and  clerk.   The  state  and  county  superintendents  hold  office 
two  ycirs,  the  district  officers  three  years.    In  each  independent  city  there  is  a  board  of  educa- 
tion, and  the  larger  cities  have  each  a  city  superintendent,  who  in  some  cases  is  also  principal  of 
\  Ac  high  school.    He  is  ^pointed  for  one  year.    The  <Kiunty  board  of  supervisors  determine, 
;  viAn  certain  limits,  the  anMwnt  of  money  to  be  raised  annually  in  each  town  and  ward  of  their 
I   cMnty  for  school  purposes,  levy  an  additional  amount  for  the  salary  of  the  county  superintend- 
;    cots,  may  authorize  a  special  school  tax,  and  may  under  certain  circumstances  determine  that 
j   ^at  shall  be  two  supcrmtendents  for  their  county.  The  town  board  of  supervisors  have  authority 
<o  fcim  and  alter  school  districts,  to  issue  notice  for  first  meeting,  to  form  union  districts  for  high 
<dioQl  purposes,  and  appiunt  fiist  boards  for  the  same,  to  locate  and  establish  sdiool-house  sites 
onder  certain  circumstances,  to  extinguish  districts  that  have  neglected  to  maintain  school  for 
'»o  years,  and  to  dispose  of  the  property  of  the  same.    The  district  clerks  report  annually  to  the 
i   tBVilderiu,  the  town  clerks  to  the  county  supermtendents,  and  the  county  and  city  superintend- 
<Ms  to  tiie  state  snpeiintendent,  who  in  turn  makes  an  annual  report  to  the  governor. 

Statk  Txachers'  Certificates. 

The  state  superintendent  is  authorized  by  law  "to  issue  state  certificates  of  high  grade  to 
tocbeis  of  eminent  qualifications.**  Two  grades  of  these  are  given,  one  unlimited,  and  the 
other  good  for  five  years.  The  examination  is  conducted  by  a  board  of  three  examiners, 
appointed  annually  by  the  state  superintendent,  and  acting  under  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 

by  him.  > 
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Teachers'  Associations. 

Besides  the  Wisconsin  State  Teachers'  Association,  holding  its  annual  session  in  the  summer 
and  a  semi-annual  or  "  executive  "  session  in  the  winter,  there  are,  in  several  parts  of  the  suie, 
county  or  district  asaodstionB,  holding  stated  meetings.  The  namber  of  such  sssocintioBs  is 
annuidljr  increanng. 

Libraries. 

The  utility  of  public  libraries  as  a  part  of  the  means  of  popular  enlightenment,  was  early 
recognized  in  this  state.  The  constitution,  as  set  forth  in  1S48,  required  that  a  portion  of  the 
income  of  the  school  fund  should  be  applied  to  the  "  purchase  of  suitable  libraries  and  appa- 
ratus" i6r  the  common  schools.  The  same  year  the  l^slature  of  the  state,  at  its  first  sessioo, 
enacted  that  as  soon  as  this  income  should  amount  to  $60,000  a  year  (afterwards  changed  to 
$30,000),  each  town  superintendent  might  devote  one  tenth  of  the  portion  of  this  income  received 
by  his  town  annually,  to  town  library  purposes,  the  libraries  thus  formed  to  be  distributed  among 
the  districts,  in  sections,  and  in  rotation,  once  in  three  months.  Districts  were  also  empowered 
to  raise  money  for  libraiy  books.  The  operation  of  this  discretionaiy  and  voluntary  system  vas 
not  successful.  In  ten  years  (1858)  only  about  one  third  of  the  districts  (i»i2i)  had  libraries, 
embracing  in  all  but  38,755  volumes,  ami  the  state  superintendent,  Hon.  Lyman  C.  Draper,  urged 
upon  the  legislature  a  butter  systeui,  of  "  town  libraries,"  and  a  state  tax  for  their  creation  and 
maintenance.  In  1857,  the  legislature  enacted  that  ten  per  cent,  of  the  yearly  income  of  the 
school  fund  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  town  sdiool  libraries,  and  that  an  annual  tax  of 
one  tenth  of  one  mill  should  be  levied  for  the  same  purpose.  The  law  wasleff  incomplete,  how. 
ever,  and  in  1S62,  before  the  system  had  been  perfected,  the  exigencies  of  the  civil  war  led  to 
the  repeal  of  the  law,  and  the  library  fund  which  liad  .iccumulated  from  the  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
school  fund  income,  and  from  the  library  tax,  aiuuuiuiiig  in  all  to  $88,784.78,  was  transferred  to 
the  general  fund.  This  may  be  considered  a  debt  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  state  that 
should  be  repaid.  Meanwhile  the  single  district  library  system  languishes  and  yearly  grows 
weaker  The  re-enacting  of  a  town  library  system,  in  which  local  effort  and  evjienditure  shall 
be  stimulated  and  supplemented  by  State  aid,  has  been  recommended  by  the  State  Teachers' 
Association,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  secured,  at  no  distant  day,  as  a  part  of  a  complete  town 
system  of  schoob  and  of  public  education. 

List  of  State  Supkrintendf.nts. 

The  act  creating  the  offi<  e  was  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  State  legislature,  in 

The  incumbents  up  to  the  present  time  have  been  as  follows  : 


NAUK  OF  INCUMBENT.  DUSATION  OP  WCUMBENCY. 

Hon.  E.  Root  Three  7M»— 184^0-51. 

Hon.  A.  P.  Ladd  .............Two  years — 1852-53. 

Hon.  U.  A.  Wright*. ........... ...One  year  and  five  months — t8s4-S5- 

Hen.  A.  C  Barry  ............Two  yean  and  teren  mondu— 185S-56-S7. 

Hon.  L.  C.  Draper ................ Two  years — 1858-59. 

Hon.J.  L.  Pick.irdf ............. ..Three  years  and  nine  mootha — 1860-61-63-63. 

Hon.  J.  G.  Mc.Mynn  ..........Four  yean  and  Ih—  moBtha  1863-64-65-66-67. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Craig^  Two  yean  and  aiz  nMMidtt»l|6B-69-7a 

Hon.  Samnel  Fallows  .........Three  yean  and  six  month8-*-K87(^7X-7S-73. 

Hon.  Edward  Searing   Four  years— 1874-75-76-77. 

Hon.  W.  C.  WUKiMd  .Two  yean— l87M9> 


•  Died,  May  29, 1849.     f  Resigned*  October  t,  1863.     t  Died.  Jaly  3, 187a 
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Sketches  or  Colleges  in  Wiscomsin.* 

Belolt  College  was  founded  in  1847,  at  Beloit,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Congregational  ahd 
Presbyterian  churches  of  Wisconsin  and  northern  Illinois.  In  1B4S,  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  and 
Rev.  J.J.  Bushncll  were  apjx>inted  professors,  and  in  1849,  Rev.  A.  L.  Chapin  was  appointed 
president,  and  has  continued  such  until  the  present  time  The  institution  has  had  a  steady 
growth,  has  maintained  a  high  standard  of  scholarship  and  done  excellent  work,  both  in  its  prc- 
paritory  and  college  departments.  Two  hundred  and  thirtjr-six  young  men  have  graduated. 
Its  lands  and  buildings  are  valued  at  $78,000,  and  its  endowments  and  funds  amount  to  about 

|tj2,0O0. 

Lawrence  University,  at  Appleton,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Methodist  church,  was 
oipoised  as  a  college  in  1850,  having  been  an  **  institute  "  or  academy  for  three  years  previous, 

ndcrthe  Rev.  W.  H.  Sampson.  The  first  president  was  Rev.  Edward  Cook ;  the  second,  R. 
Z  Mason  ;  the  present  one  is  the  Rev.  George  M.  Steele,  D.  D.  It  is  open  to  both  sexes,  and 
ius  graduated  130  young  men,  and  68  young  women.  It  still  maintains  a  preparatory  depart- 
Mst  It  has  been  an  institution  of  great  benefit  in  a  new  regbn  of  country,  in  the  northeastern 
pot  of  the  state.  Receiving  a  liberal  donation  at  the  outset  from  the  Hon.  Amos  A.  Lawrence, 
of  Boston,  it  has  land  and  building*  valued  at  $47/300,  at  Appleton,  and  funds  and  endowments 

mounting  to  $60,000. 

.Milton  College,  an  institution  under  the  care  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists,  was  opened  as  a 
college  in  1867,  having  been  conducted  as  an  academy  since  1844.  Rev.  W.  C.  Whitford,  the 
president,  was  for  many  years  the  principal  of  the  academy  The  institution  has  done  much 
Taluable  work,  particularly  in  preparing  teachers  for  our  public  schools.  The  college  has  gradu- 
ated 38  young  men  and  women,  having  previously  graduated  93  academic  students.  It  has  lands, 
tiuildings  and  endowments  to  the  amount  of  about  $50,000. 

Ripon  College  which  was  known  till  1864  as  Brockway  College,  was  organized  in  1853,  at 
Kipon,  and  is  supported  by  the  Congregational  church.  Since  its  re-organization,  in  1863,  it  has 
radualed  77  students  (of  both  pexc-i)  in  the  college  courses,  .nnd  has  always  maintained  a  large 
ir.ii  flourishing  preparatory  department.  Under  its  present  efficie  nt  head,  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Mer- 
tell,  A.  M.,  it  is  meeting  with  continued  success.    Its  property  amounts  to  about  ^125,000. 

Radne  College  was  founded  by  the  Episcopal  Church,  at  Racine,  in  185s,  under  the  Rev* 
Kflswcll  Park,  D.  D.,  as  its  first  President.  It  was  for  a  long  time  undkr  the  eflficient  administra* 
ton  of  Rev.  James  I)e  Kovin,  D  D.,  now  deceased,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  I).  Stevens 
f'i'kcr.  It  maintains  a  large  boys'  school  also,  and  a  preparatory  department.  It  was  designed, 
part,  to  train  young  men  for  the  Nashotah  Theological  Seminary.  It  has  property,  including 
Sre  bniidings,  to  the  amoimt  of  about  |f  80,000,  and  has  graduated  ninety-nine  young  men.  Its 
principal  work,  in  which  it  has  had  great  succesB,  is  that  of  a  boys*  school,  modeled  somewhat 
•iter  the  English  schools. 

The  Seminary  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  an  ecclesiastical  school,  was  established  at  Sc.  Fran- 
cis Station,  near  Milwaukee,  chiefly  by  the  combined  eflbrts  of  two  learned  and  zealous  priests, 
^  Rev.  Michael  Heiss,  now  bishop  of  La  Crosse,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Salzmann.    It  was 

opened  in  January,  1856,  with  Rev.  M.  Heiss  as  rector,  and  with  25  students.     Rev.  Joseph 
alxraann  was  rector  from  September,  1868,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Januar)'  r7,  1874,  since 
*hichtime  Rev.  C.  Wapelhorst  has  held  the  rectorship.    The  latter  is  now  assisted  by  twelve 
I  piofesaois,  and  the  students  number  267,  of  whom  105  are  theologians,  31  students  of  philosophy, 
I     the  rest  classical  students. 

Pio  \ono  College  is  a  Roman  Catholic  institution,  at  St.  Francis  Station,  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Francis.    It  was  founded  in  187 1,  by  Rev.  Joseph Salzmann, 
*  The  ttatiitics  'r  this  dWision  were  obtaiaed  in  187''.  and  are  for  the  orevioas  yew. 
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who  was  the  first  rector.  He  was  succeeded  in  1874  ])y  the  present  rector,  Rev.  Thomas  Brue- 
ner,  who  is  assisted  by  a  corps  of  seven  professors.  Besides  the  college  proper,  there  is  a  nor- 
mal department,  in  which,  in  addition  to  the  education  that  qualifies  for  teaching  in  common  and 
higher  schools,  particular  attention  is  given  to  church  music  There  is  also^  under  the  same 
management,  but  in  an  adjoining  building,  an  institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 
The  pupils  in  the  latter,  both  boys  and  girls,  numbering  about  3o,are  taught  to  speak  by  sounds, 
and  it  is  said  with  the  best  success. 

An  institution  was  organised  in  1B65,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  under  the  name  of  Prairie  da 
Chien  College,  and  imder  the  care  of  J.  T.  Lovewell,  as  principal  In  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  is  now  known  as  St.  Jolm's 
College.    It  has  so  far  performed  principally  preparatory  work. 

Sinsinawa  Mound  College,  a  Roman  Catholic  institution,  was  founded  in  1848,  through  the 
labors  <^  Father  Massuchelli«  but  after  doing  a  successful  work,  was  closed  in  1863,  and  in  1M7 
the  St.  CUuta  academy  was  opened  in  the  same  buildings. 

The  Northwestern  University,  which  is  under  the  Lutheran  church,  was  organized  in  1865, 
at  Watertown,  under  Rev.  August  F.  Ernst,  .ts  firesident.  It  has  graduated  21  young  men,  and 
has  a  preparatory  department.    Its  property  is  valued  at  $50,000. 

GalMviUe  University  was  organised  in  1859,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Methodist  church 
at  Galesville,  in  the  northwest  part  ,  of  the  state.  The  first  president  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fat 
lows,  since  state  superintendent.  It  has  graduated  ten  young  men  and  eight  young  women,  its 
work  hitherto  having  been  mostly  preparatory.  It  is  now  under  the  ])atronage  of  the  Presby- 
terian denomination,  with  J.  W.  McLaury,  A.  M.,  as  president.  It  has  property  valued  at 
$30,000,  and  an  endowment  of  about  $50,000. 

Carroll  College  was  established  at  Waukesha,  by  the  Presbjrtecian  church,  in  1846.  Prof.  J. 
W.  Sterling,  now  of  the  state  university,  taught  its  primary  classes  that  year.  Under  President 
John  A.  Savage,  D.l).,  with  an  able  corps  of  professors,  it  took  a  high  rank  and  gradualedi 
classes;  but  for  several  years  past  it  has  confined  its  work  principally  to  academic  studies.' 
Under  W.  L.  Rankin,  A.  M.,the  present  principal,  the  school  is  doing  good  service. 

Wayland  University  was  established  as  a  college,  by  the  Baptists,  at  Beaver  Dam,  in  1854J 
but  never  performed  much  college  work.  For  three  years  past,  it  has  been  working  under  a  neW 
charter  as  an  academy  and  preparatory  school,  and  is  now  known  as  Wayland  Institute. 

In  1841,  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  established  a  mission  in  the  wilds  of  Waukesha 
county,  and,  at  an  early  day,  steps  were  taken  to  establish  in  connection  therewith  an  institutioal 
of  learning.  This  was  incorporated  in  1847,  by  the  name  of  Nashotah  House.  In  1852  the 
classical  school  was  located  at  Racine,  and  Nashotah  Hnusc  became  distinctively  a  theological 
seminary.  It  has  an  endowment  of  one  professorship,  the  faculty  and  students  being  otherwise 
sustained  by  voluntary  contributions.  It  has  a  faculty  of  five  protessors,  with  Rev.  A.  D. 
Cole,  D.D.,  as  president,  buildings  pleasantly  situated,  and  has  graduated  185  theological  students. 

Fkmalb  Collboss. 

Two  institutions  have  been  known  under  this  designation.  The  Milwaukee  Female  College 
was  founded  in  1852,  and  ably  conducted  for  several  years,  under  the  principalship  of  Min  Marji 
Mortimer,  now  deceased.    It  furnished  an  advanced  grade  of  secondary  insmiction.   The  Wm 

consin  Female  College,  located  at  Fox  Lake,  was  first  incorporated  in  1855,  and  re-organized  in 
1863.  It  has  never  reached  a  collegiate  course,  is  now  known  as  Fox  Lake  Seminary,  and 
admits  both  sexes.    Rev.  A.  O.  Wright,  A.  M.,  is  the  present  principal. 
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AcAioains  and  Seminakus. 

The  following  institutions  of  academic  grade,  are  now  in  operation:  Albion  Academy; 

Benton  Academy;  Big  Foot  Academy;  EIroy  Seminary;  Fox  Lake  Seminar^';  two  German  and 
English  academies  in  Milwaukee;  Janesville  Academy;  Kemper  Hall,  Kenosha;  Lake  Geneva 
Seminary,  Geneva;  Lakeside  Seminary,  Oconomowoc;  Marshall  Academy,  Marsliall;  Merrill 
Isstitnte,  Fond  dn  Lac ;  Milwankee  Academy ;  Racine  Academy ;  River  Falls  Institute ; 
Rochester  Seminary;  St.  Catherine's  Academy,  Racine;  St.  Clara  Academy;  Sinsinawa 
Mound;  St.  Mary's  Institute,  Milwaukee;  Sharon  Academy;  and  Wayland  Institute,  Beaver 
Dam.  Similar  institutions  formerly  in  operation  but  suspended  or  merged  in  other  institu- 
tions, were:  Allen's  Grove  Academy;  Appleton  Collegiate  institute ;  Baraboo  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute; Beloit  Female  Seminary;  Beloit  Seminary;  Brunson  Institute,  Mount  Hope ;  EvansvilleSem-. 
inaiy ;  Janesville  Academy  (me^d  in  the  high  school) ;  Kilboum  Institute ;  Lancaster  Institute; 
Milton  Academy;  Platteville  Academy ;  Southport  Academy  (Kenosha);  Waterloo  Academy; 
\Vaiike«ha  Seminary;  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Eau  Claire;  and  Patch  Grove  Academy.  The 
::>ost  important  of  these  were  the  Milton  and  Platteville  Academies,  the  former  merged  in  MiU 
im  College^  the  latter  in  the  Platt^Ue  Normal  School.  Of  the  others,  8ei;^al  were  superseded 
by  the  establishment  of  public  high  scboob  in  the  same  localities. 

Commercial  Schools. 

Schools  of  this  character,  aiming  to  furnish  what  is  called  a  business  education,  exist  in  Mil- 
waukee, Janesville,  Madison.  LaCrosse,  Grttn  Bay.  Oshkosh  and  Fond  d-.i  l  ac.  The  oldest  and 
largest  is  in  Milwaukee,  under  the  care  of  Prof.  R.  C.  Spencer,  and  enrolls  from  two  to  three 
Itaodred  students  annually. 


AGRICULTURE. 

Bt  W*.  W.  DANIELLS,  M.S.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Aoriculturk  at  the  University 

OP  Wisconsin. 

The  trend  of  the  earliest  industries  of  a  country,  is  tlio  result  of  the  circumstances  under 
vhich  those  industries  are  developed.  The  attention  of  pioneers  is  confined  to  supplying  the 
Bomediate  wants  of  food,  shelter,  and  clothing.  Hence,  the  firs  tsettlers  of  a  country  are  farm- 
en,  miners,  trappers,  or  fishermen,  according  as  they  can  most  readily  secure  the  means  of  ])res- 
fnt  sustenance  for  themselves  and  their  families.  In  the  early  history  of  Wisconsin  this  law  is 
veil  exemplified.  The  southern  part  of  tlie  state,  consisting  of  alternations  of  jirairic  and  tim- 
ber, was  first  settled  by  farmers.  As  the  country  has  developed,  wealth  accumulated,  and  means 
of  transportation  have  been  furnished,  fanning  has  ceased  to  be  the  sole  interest  Manufactories 
Ittvebeen  built  along  the  rivers,  and  the  mining  industry  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state  has 
Vt>vn  to  one  of  considerable  importance.  The  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  was  first  mainly  settled 
tied  by  fishermen,  but  the  later  growth  of  agriculture  ar.d  manufactures  has  nearly  overshadowed 
,  tbeii&hing  interest;  as  has  the  production  of  lumber,  in  the  north  half  of  the  state,  eclipsed  the 
tnpping  and  fur  interests  of  the  first  settlers.  That  the  most  important  industry  of  Wisconsin 
s  fanning,  may  be  seen  from  the  following  statistics  of  the  occupation  of  the  people  as  given  by 
tbe  United  States  census.   Out  of  each  one  hundred  inhabitants,  of  all  occupations,  68  wen 
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fanners,  in  1840;  52  in  1850;  54  in  i860;  55  in  1870.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  agrtcaltofe  oi 
the  state  is  illastrated  the  increase  in  the  number  of  acres  of  improved  land  in  fanns,  and  b 
the  value  of  Tarms  and  of  farm  implements  and  machinery,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  oooi- 
piled  from  the  United  States  census : 


A€US  IMPROVED  LAND 

VAU  K  CIK  FARMS, 

VALUE  OF  FARM 

Tiaa. 

IN  FARMS. 

INCLUDING  nU>ftOV. 

IMrLBMENTS 

TOTAL. 

TO  EACH 

■0  AND  UfllMntOV. 

AND 

INHAB. 

ID  LAMDl. 

MACKINnV. 

1850 
i860 
1870 

5.a99.343 

3-4 
4.8 
5^ 

$  28,538.563 
131,117.164 
JOQ414.O64 

$  1.641.568 
5.758.847 

M.S99^ 

Farming,  at  the  present  time,  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  south  haif  of  the  state,  the 
northern  half  being  still  largely  covered  by  forests.  A  notable  exception  to  this  statement  is 
found  in  the  counties  on  the  western  border,  which  are  wdl  settled  by  farmers  much  farther  nofth. 
The  surface  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  state  is  for  the  most  part  gently  undulating,  afford- 
ing  ready  drainajje,  without  being  so  abruptly  broken  as  to  render  cultivation  difficult.  The  soil 
is  varied  in  character,  and  mostly  very  fertile.  The  southern  portion  of  the  state  consists  of 
undulating  prairies  of  Tariable  sise— the  largest  being  Rock  prairie— alternating  with  oak  openings. 
The  prairies  have  the  rich  alluvial  soil  so  characteristic  of  the  western  prairies,  and  axe  easilj 
worked.  The  soil  of  the  "openings  "  land  is  usually  a  sandy  loam,  readily  tilled,  fertile,  but  not 
as  "strong**  as  soils  having  more  clay.  The  proportion  of  timber  to  prairie  increases  passing  north  | 
from  the  southern  boundary  of  the  state,  and  forests  of  maple,  basswood  and  elm,  replace,  to 
some  extent,  the  oak  lands.  In  these  localities,  the  soil  is  more  clayey,  is  strong  and  fertile,  not 
as  easily  tilted,  and  not  as  quickly  exhausted  as  are  the  more  sandy  soils  of  the  oak  lands.  In 
that  portion  of  the  state  known  geologically  as  the  "  driftlcss  "  region,  the  soil  is  invariably  good 
where  the  surface  rock  is  limestone.  In  some  of  the  valley^^,  liowLvcr,  where  the  limc-rock  has 
been  removed  by  erosion,  leaving  the  underlying  sandstone  a:>  tlie  surface  rock,  the  suil  is  sandy 
and  unproductive,  except  in  those  localities  where  a  large  amount  of  alluvial  matter  has  been 
deposited  by  the  streams.  The  soils  of  the  pine  lands  of  the  north  of  the  state,  are  generally 
sandy  and  but  slightly  fertile.  However,  where  pine  is  repl.iced  by  maple,  oak,  birch,  elm  and  1 
basswood,  the  soil  is  "heavier  "  and  very  fertile,  even  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior.  j 

The  same  natural  conditions  that  make  Wisconsin  an  agricultural  state,  determined  that 
during  its  earlier  years  the  main  interest  should  be  gratn>growing.  The  fertile  prairies  covering 
large  portions  of  the  southern  part  of  the  state  had  but  to  be  ]>lowed  and  sowed  with  grain  to 
produce  an  abundant  yield.  From  the  raising  of  cereals  the  i)ioneer  farmer  could  get  the 
quickest  returns  for  his  labor.  Hence  in  1850,  two  years  after  its  admission  to  the  Union,  Wis- 
consin was  the  ninth  state  in  order  in  the  production  of  wheat,  while  in  i860  this  rank  was  raised 
to  third,  Illinois  and  Indiana  only  raising  more.  The  true  rank  of  the  state  is  not  shown  bv 
these  figures.  Were  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  actual  culti- 
vation taken  into  account  in  the  comparison,  the  state  would  stand  still  higher  in  rank  than  is 
here  indicated.  There  is  the  same  struggle  for  existence,  and  the  same  desire  for  gain  the  world 
over,  and  hence  the  various  phases  of  development  of  the  same  industry  in  different  civilixed 
countries  is  mainly  the  result  of  the  widely  varying  economical  conditions  imposed  upon  that 
ifdustry.  Land  is  thoroughly  cultivated  in  Europe,  not  because  the  Europeans  have  aaj 
inherent  love  for  good  cultivation,  but  because  there  land  is  scarce  and  costly,  while  labor  iJ 
superabundant  and  cheap,    in  America,  on  the  other  hand,  and  especially  in  the  newer  states 
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land  is  abundant  and  cheap,  while  labor  is  scarce  and  costlj.  In  its  productive  industries  each 
cmaJOf  is  alike  ecooomicid  in  the  use  of  the  cottl/  element  in  production,  and  more  lavish  in 

the  use  of  that  which  is  cheaper.  Each  it  alike  economically  wise  in  following  sudi  «  course 
when  it  is  not  carried  to  too  great  extremes.  With  each  the  end  sought  is  the  greatest  return  for 
the  expenditure  of  a  given  amount  of  capital.  In  accordance  with  this  law  of  economy,  the 
early  agricoltuze  of  Wisoontin  was  mere  Umd-skimmmg.  Good  cultivation  of  the  soil  was  never 
'Jioiight  of.  The  same  land  was  planted  sucoesnvely  to  one  crop,  as  long  as  it  yielded  enough 
to  pay  for  cultivatJhn.  The  economical  principle  above  stated  was  carried  to  an  extreme.  Farm- 
ing as  then  practiced  was  a  quick  method  of  land  exhaustion.  It  was  always  taking  out  of  the 
purse,  and  never  putting  in.  No  attention  was  paid  to  sustaining  the  soil's  fertility.  The  only 
aim  was  to  secure  the  largest  crop  for  the  smallest  outlay  of  capital,  without  regard  to  die  fntare. 
Manures  were  never  used,  and  such  as  unavoidably  accumulated  was  regarded  as  a  great  nuis- 
ance, often  rendering  necessary  the  removal  of  stables  and  outbuildings.  Straw-stacks  were 
invarial)ly  l>urned  as  the  most  convenient  means  of  disposing  of  them.  Wheat,  the  principal 
product,  brought  a  low  price,  often  not  more  than  fifty  cents  a  bushel,  and  had  to  be  marketed 
by  teams  at  some  point  from  which  it  could  be  carried  by  water,  as  this  was,  at  an  early  day,  the 
only  means  of  transportation.  On  account  of  the  sparse  settlement  of  the  country,  roads  were 
poor,  and  the  farmer,  after  raising  and  threshing  his  wheat,  had  to  spend,  with  a  team,  from  two 
to  five  days,  marketing  the  few  bushels  that  a  team  could  draw.  So  that  the  farmer  had  every 
obsucle  to  contend  with  except  cheap  and  very  fertile  land,  that  with  the  poorest  of  cultivation 
gave  a  comparatively  abundant  yield  of  grain.  Better  tillage,  accompanied  with  the  use  of 
■mures  and  other  fertilizers,  would  not,  upon  the  virgin  soils,  have  added  sufficiently  to  the 
yield  to  pay  the  cost  of  api)lying  them.  Hence,  to  the  first  farmers  of  the  state,  />(K>r  farming  was 
the  only  profitable  farming,  and  consequently  the  only  gooi/  farming,  an  agriculturo-economical 
paradox  from  which  there  was  no  escape.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  farmers  could  economi- 
cally follow  no  other  system  than  that  of  land-exhaustion,  as  described,  such  a  course  was  none 
the  less  injurious  to  the  state,  as  it  was  undermining  its  foundation  of  future  wealth,  by  destroy- 
ing the  fertility  of  the  soil,  that  upon  which  the  permanent  wealth  and  prosperity  of  every  agri- 
caltQral  community  is  first  dependent.  Besides  this  evil,  and  together  with  it,  came  the  habit  of 
loose  and  slovenly  farming  acquired  by  pioneers,  which  c<mttnued  after  the  conditions  making 
that  method  a  necessity  had  passed  away.  With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  northwest  came  better 
Tioroe  markets  and  increased  facilities  for  transportation  to  foreign  markets,  bringing  with  them 
higher  prices  for  all  products  of  the  farm.  .As  a  ronseciuenre  of  these  better  conditions,  land  in 
farms  in  the  state  increased  rapidly  in  value,  from  $9.58  per  acre  in  1850,  to  $16.61  in  i860,  an 
iacrease  of  6s  per  cent.,  while  the  total  number  of  acres  in  farms  increased  during  the 
one  time  from  2,976,658  acres  to  7,893,587  acres,  or  965  per  cent.  With  this  increase  in  the 
value  of  Ian  1,  and  the  higher  prices  paid  for  grain,  should  have  come  an  improved  system  of  hus- 
bandry which  would  prevent  the  soil  from  deteriorating  in  fertility.  This  could  have  been 
accomplished  either  by  returning  to  the  soil,  m  manures  and  tertilizers,  those  ingretiients  of  which 
it  was  being  rapidly  drained  by  continued  grain-growing,  or  by  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  mixed 
hnibandry,  which  should  include  the  raising  of  stock  and  a  judicious  rotation  of  crops.  Such  a 
system  is  sure  to  come.  Indeed,  it  is  now  slowly  coming.  Great  pro[:rcss  npon  the  earlier 
methods  of  farming  have  already  been  made.  But  so  radical  and  thorough  a  change  in  the 
habits  of  any  class  of  people  as  that  from  the  farming  of  pioneers  to  a  rational  method  that  will 
preserve  the  sml's  fertility  and  pay  for  the  labor  it  demands,  requires  many  years  for  its  full 
accomplishment.  It  will  not  even  keep  pace  with  changes  in  those  economicid  conditions  which 
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favor  it.  In  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  northwestern  states  this  change  has  come  most  rapidly 
with  the  replacement  of  the  pioneer  farmers  by  immigrants  accustomed  to  better  methods  of 
culture.  In  such  cases  the  pioneers  usually  *'  go  west  *'  again^  to  begin  anew  their  frontier  farming 
upon  virgin  soil,  as  their  peculiar  method  of  cultivation  fails  to  give  them  a  livelihood.  In  Wis. 
consin  as  rapid  pn^^ress  is  being  made  in  the  system  of  agriculture  as,  all  things  considered, 
could  reasonal)ly  be  expected.  This  change  for  the  better  has  been  quite  rapid  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  is  gaining  in  velocity  and  momentum  each  year.  It  is  partly  the  Result  of  increased 
intelligence  relating  to  farmingt  and  partly  the  result  of  necessity  caused  by  the  unprofitableness 
of  the  old  method. 

The  estimated  value  of  all  agricultural  products  of  the  staff,  including  that  of  orchards, 
market  gardens,  and  betterments,  was,  in  1870,  as  given  in  the  census  of  that  year,  $79t073,967, 
which  places  Wisconsin  twelfth  in  rank  among  the  agricultural  states  of  the  Union.  In  1875, 
according  to  the  *'  Report  of  the  Connnissioner  of  Agriculture,"  the  value  of  the  principal  form 
crops  in  this  state  was  $58,957,050.  According  to  this  estimation  the  state  ranks  ninth  in  agii* 
cultural  importance.  As  lias  been  before  stated,  Wisconsin  is  essentially  a  grain-growing  state. 
This  interest  has  been  the  principal  one,  not  because  the  soil  is  better  adapted  to  grain-growing 
than  to  general,  stock,  or  dairy  farming,  but  rather  because  this  course,  which  was  at  an  early 
day  most  immediately  profitable,  has  been  since  persistently  followed  from  force  of  habit,  evoi 
after  it  had  failed  to  be  remunerative. 

The  following  table  shows  the  bushels  of  the  different  grains  raised  in  the  state  for  the  yetis 
indicated : 


Year. 

WHEAT. 

XYB. 

CORN. 

OATS. 

BARLEY. 

BUCX« 
WHB4T. 

1850  

i860  

1870...- 
187$»... 

4.386.131 
15-657.458 
25,606,344 

S5,io0b00o 

8i.a53 

888,544 

».3a5.a94 

1,988.979 
7.517.300 

15.033.988 
tS.S00!,OOO 

3.414,672 
11,059,260 
20.180,016 
26,600^000 

109,672 

707.307 
1,645,019 

79.878 
38.987 
408.897 

S75tOOO 

From  these  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  the  production  of  grain  was  very 
rapid  up  to  1870,  while  since  that  time  it  has  been  very  slight.  This  rapid  increase  in  grain 
raising  is  first  attributable  to  the  ease  with  which  this  branch  of  farming  was  carried  on  upon  the 
new  and  very  rich  soils  of  the  state,  while  in  the  older  states  this  branch  of  husbandry  has  been 
growing  more  difficult  and  expensive,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  war  in  our  own  country  so 
increased  the  demand  for  grain  from  i86i  to  1866  as  to  make  this  course  the  most  immediately 
profitable.  But  with  the  close  of  the  war  came  a  diminished  demand.  Farmers  were  slow  to 
recognize  this  fact,  and  change  the  character  of  their  productions  to  accord  with  the  wants  of 
the  muket,  but  rather  continued  to  produce  the  cereals  in  excess  of  the  demand.  The  chinch 
bug  and  an  occasional  poor  season  seriously  injured  the  crops,  leaving  those  who  relied  princi- 
pally upon  the  production  of  grain  little  or  notliing  for  their  support.  Hard  times  resulted  from 
these  poor  crops.  More  wheat  and  corn  was  the  farmer's  usual  remedy  for  hard  times.  So  that 
more  wheat  and  corn  were  planted.  More  crop  failures  with  low  prices  brought  harder  tiroes, 
until  gradually  the  farmers  of  the  state  have  opened  their  eyes  to  the  truth  that  they  can  succeed 
In  other  branches  of  agriculture  than  grain  growing,  and  to  the  necessity  of.  catering  to  the 
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demands  of  the  market.  The  value  in  1869  of  all  farm  products  and  betterments  of  the  state 
was  $791072,967.  There  were  raised  of  wheat  the  same  year  25,606,344  bushels,  which  at  $1.03 
per  badiel,  (die  mean  priee  lepoited  hj  the  Milwaukee  boaid  oi  tfade,  for  No.  a  wheat  (the  lead- 
ing gnde),  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  x87o»  amounts  to  $96^74,524,  or  one  third  the  value  of 

all  agricultural  products  and  betterments.  The  average  production  per  acre,  as  estimated  by  the 
commissioner  of  agriculture,  was  14  bushels.  Hence  there  were  1,829,024  acres  of  land  devoted  to 
this  one  crop,  nearly  one  tliird  of  all  the  improved  land  in  the  state.  Of  the  wheat  crop  of  1869 
34,375,435  busbdswere  spring  wheat,,and  1,230,909  basheh  were  winter  wheat,  which  is  19.8 
hoshels  of  spring  to  x  bushel  of  winter  wheat.  The  latter  is  scarcely  sown  at  all  on  the  prairies* 
or  upon  light  opening  soils.  In  some  of  the  timbered  regions  hardy  varieties  do  well,  but  it  is 
not  a  certain  crop,  as  it  is  npt  able  to  withstand  the  winters,  unless  covered  by  snow  or  litter.  It 
li  not  injured  as  seriously  by  the  hard  freezing,  as  by  the  alternate  freezing  and  thawing  of  Feb- 
ruary and  March. 

The  continued  cropping  of  land  with  grain  is  a  certain  means  of  exhausting  the  soil  of  the 

phosphates,  and  of  those  nitrogenous  compounds  that  are  essential  to  the  production  of  grain,  and 
yet  are  present  even  in  the  most  fertile  soils  in  but  small  quantities.  To  the  diminished  yield, 
partly  attribuuble  to  the  overcropping  of  the  land,  and  partially  to  poor  seasons  and  chinch  bugs, 
and  to  the  decline  in  prices  soon  after  the  war,  owing  to  an  over  production  of  wheat,  may  largely 
be  attributed  the  hard  times  experienced  by  the  grain  growing  farmers  of  Wisconsin  from  1873  to 
I?;;.  The  continued  raising  of  wheat  upon  the  same  land,  alternated,  if  any  alternation 
occurred,  with  barley,  oats,  or  corn,  has  produced  its  sure  results.  The  lesson  has  cost  the 
farmers  of  the  state  dearly,  but  it  has  not  been  altogether  lost  A  better  condition  of  affairs  has 
already  begun.  Wheat  is  gradually  losing  its  prestige  as  the  fanners*  sole  dependence,  while 
stock,  dairy,  and  mixed  farmin-  are  rapidly  increasing.  The  number  of  bushels  of  wheat 
raised  to  each  inhabitant  in  the  state  was  in  1850  fourteen,  in  i860  twenty-three  and  eight  tenths, 
in  1870  twenty-four,  and  in  1875  twenty  and  four  tenths.  These  figures  do  not  indicate  a  dimin- 
ished producriveness  of  the  state,  but  show,  with  the  greatly  increased  production  in  other 
branches  of  husbandry,  that  farmers  are  changing  their  system  to  one  more  diversified  and 
larional.  Straw  stacks  are  no  longer  burned,  and  manure  heaps  are  not  looked  ujxjn  as  altogether 
useless.  Much  more  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  use  of  fertilizers.  Clover  with  plaster  is  looked 
open  with  constantly  increa^ng  favor,  and  there  is  a  greater  seeking  for  light  upon  the  more 
difficult  problems  of  a  profitable  agriculture 

Com  is  raised  to  a  large  extent,  although  Wisconsin  has  never  ranked  as  hi^  in  com,  as  in 
wheat  growing.  Sixteen  states  raised  more  corn  in  1870  than  this  state,  and  in  1875,  seventeen 
states  raised  more.  Corn  requires  a  rich,  moist  soil,  with  a  long  extended  season  of  warm  sun- 
shine. While  this  crop  can  be  raised  with  great  ease  in  the  larger  portion  of  the  state,  it  will 
always  succeed  better  farther  south,  both  on  account  of  the-  longer  summers  and  the  greater 
amonnt  of  rainfall.  According  to  the  statistics  of  the  commissioner  of  agriculture,  the  average 
yield  per  acre  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  is  about  30  bushels.  Corn  is  an  important  crop  in  the 
economy  of  the  farmer,  as  from  it  he  obtains  much  food  for  his  stock,  and  it  is  his  i)rincipal 
dependence  for  fattening  pork.  On  these  accounts  it  will,  without  doubt,  retain  its  place  in  the 
hodiandTy  of  the  state,  even  when  stock  and  dairy  fanning  are  followed  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  at  present.  Barley  is  cultivated  largely  throughout  the  state,  but  five  states  produced  more 
in  1870,  than  Wisconsin.  The  j^rcat  quantity  of  beer  brewed  here,  furnishes  a  good  home  market 
for  this  grain.  Barley  succeeds  best  in  a  rather  moist  climate,  having  a  long  growing  season. 
The  dry,  short  summers  of  Wisconsin,  are  not  well  adajited  to  its  growth.    Hence  the  average 
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yield  is  but  a  mediam  on^  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  only  fair.  AcoordiDg  to  the  retains 
furnished  the  oommissioner  of  agriculture,  the  average  yield  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  is  tt 

bushels  per  acre. 

Next  to  wheat,  more  bushels  of  oats  are  raised  than  of  any  other  grain.  Wisconsin  was,  in 
i860,  fifth  in  rank  among  the  oat-growing  states;  in  1870,  sixth.  The  rich  soils  of  the  suie 
raise  an  abundant  crop  of  oats  with  but  little  labor,  and  hence  their  growth  in  large  quantities  ii 
not  necessarily  an  indication  of  good  husbandry.  They  will  bear  poor  cultivation  better  than 
com,  and  are  frequently  grown  ujxjn  land  too  weedy  to  produce  that  grain.  It  is  a  favorite 
grain  for  feeding,  especially  to  horses.  With  the  best  fanners,  oats  are  looked  u[)on  with  less 
favor  than  corn,  because  it  is  apt  to  leave  land  well  seeded  with  weeds  which  are  ditficuU  10 
exterminate.  In  the  production  of  rye,  Wisconsin  ranked  seventh  in  i860,  and  fourth  in  1870. 
It  is  a  much  surer  crop  in  this  state  than  winter  wheat,  as  it  is  less  easily  winter-killed  when  not 
protected  l-y  -  "v  w,  than  is  that  grain.  Besides,  it  ripens  so  early  as  not  to  be  seriously  injured 
by  drouth  in  s umnier,  aud  succeeds  well  even  upon  the  poorer  soils.  The  average  yield  per  acre 
is  about  16  bushels. 

But  few  hops  were  grown  in  Wisconsin,  up  to  i860,  when  owing  to  an  increased  demaod  bj 

the  breweries  f  the  state,  there  was  a  {^adual  but  healthful  increase  in  hop  culture.  A  few 
years  later  the  advent  of  the  hop  louse,  and  other  causes  of  failure  at  the  east,  so  raised  the  price 
of  hops  as  to  make  ihem  a  very  profitable  crop  to  grow.  Many  acres  were  planted  in  this  state 
from  1863  to  1865,  when  the  total  product  was  valued  at  nearly  $350,000.  The  success  of  those 
engaged  in  this  new  branch  of  farming,  encouraged  others  to  adopt  it.  The  profits  were  large. 
Wheat  growing  had  not  for  several  years  been  remunerative,  and  in  1867  and  x868,  the"hop 
fever  "  became  an  epidemic,  almost  a  plague.  The  crop  of  Sauk  county  alone  was  estimated  at 
over  4,000,000  ixjunds,  worth  over  $2,000,000.  The  quality  of  the  crop  was  excellent,  the  yield 
large,  and  the  price  unusually  high.  The  secretary  of  the  State  Agricultural  society  says,  in  his 
report  tot  that  year,  **  Cases  are  numerous  in  which  the  first  crop  has  paid  for  the  land  aod  all 
the  improvements."  To  many  fanners  hup  raising  appeared  to  offer  a  sure  and  speedy  course  to 
wealth.  But  a  change  came  quickly.  The  hop  louse  ruined  the  crop,  and  low  prices  caused  by 
over  production,  aided  in  bringing  ruin  to  many  farmers.  In  1867,  the  price  of  hops  was  from 
40  to  55  cents  per  pound,  while  in  1869  it  was  fiom  10  to  15  cents,  some  of  poor  quality  selling 
as  low  as  3  cents.  Many  hop  yards  were  plowed  up  during  1869  and  1870.  The  area  under 
cultivation  to  thb  crop  in  1875,  was,  according  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,"  10,93a 
acres. 

The  production  of  tobacco  has  greatly  increased  since  i860,  when  there  were  raised  in  the 
state  87,340  pounds.  In  1870,  the  product  was  960,813  pounds.  As  is  well  known,  the  quality 
of  tobacco  grown  in  the  northern  states  is  greatly  inferior  for  chewing  and  smoking,  to  that  gn»wn 

in  the  south,  although  varieties  having  a  large,  tough  leaf,  suitable  for  cigar  wrappers,  do  well 
here.  Thn  variety  principally  grown  is  the  Connecticut  seed  leaf.  Tobacco  can  only  !)e  grown 
successfully  on  rich,  fertile  soils,  and  it  is  verj-  exhausting  to  the  land.  Of  the  amount  produced 
in  1870,  there  were  raised  in  Rock  county  645,408  pounds, and  in  Dane  county,  229,568  pounds; 
the  entire  remaining  portion  of  the  state  rais«l  but  85,737  ix>un<ls.  .\ccording  to  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  whole  number  of  acres  planted  to  tobacco  in  1875,  was  3,296.  Of  this 
amount  Rock  county  jilanted  1,676  .acres,  and  Dane  county,  1,454  acres,  leaving  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  state  but  166  acres.  While  the  crop  has  been  fairly  productive  and  profitable,  these 
Statistics  show  that  up  to  the  preeent  rime  tobaoco-raising  has  been  a  merely  local  interest. 
The  production  of  flax  is  another  merely  local  industiy,  it  being  confined  principally  to  the 
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counties  of  Kenosha^  Grant,  Iowa  and  LaFayette.  Of  fla.x  fibre,  Kenosha  county  raised  in  1869, 
ncarljfour  fifths  of  the  entire  amount  grown  in  the  state,  the  total  being  497,398  pounds.  With 
the  high  price  of  labor  and  the  low  price  of  cotton  now  ruling,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  make  the 

raising  of  flax  fibre  profitable.  Flax  seed  is  raised  to  a  small  extent  in  the  other  counties  men- 
tioned. The  present  price  of  oil  makes  this  a  fairly  profitable  crop.  If  farmers  fully  appreciated 
that  in  addition  to  the  oil,  the  oil  cake  is  of  great  value  as  a  food  for  cattle  and  sheeii,  and  also 
that  the  manure  made  by  the  animals  eating  it,  is  of  three  times  the  value  of  that  made  by  ani- 
mals fed  upon  com,  doubtless  much  more  flax  seed  would  be  raised  than  is  at  present  Ameri« 
can  oil-cake  finds  a  ready  market  in  England,  at  prices  which  pay  well  for  its  exportation.  If 
Fnglish  farmers  can  afl"ord  to  carry  food  for  their  stock  so  far,  American  farmers  may  well  strive 
to  ascertain  if  they  can  afford  to  allow  the  exportation  of  so  valuable  food.  When  greater  atten- 
tion is  paid  in  our  own  country  to  the  quality  of  the  manure  made  by  our  stock,  mure  oil-cake 
win  be  fed  at  home,  and  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  that  made  here  will  be  exported. 

The  amount  of  maple  sugar  produced  diminishes  as  the  settlement  of  the  sute  increases, 
and  is  now  scarcely  sufficient  in  amount  to  be  an  item  in  the  state's  productions.  The  increase 
in  the  price  of  sugar  from  1S61  to  1S68  caused  many  farmers  to  try  sorghum  raising.  But  the 
present  low  prices  of  this  staple  has  caused  an  abandonment  of  the  enterprise.  Two  attempts 
have  been  made  in  Wisconsin  to  manufacture  beet-root  sugar,  the  first  at  Fond  du  Lac  in  1867 
the  second  at  Black  Hawk,  Sauk  county,  in  1870.  The  Fond  du  Lac  company  removed  their 
works  to  California  in  1869,  not  having  been  successful  in  their  efforts.  The  Hlack  Hawk  com- 
pany made,  in  1S71,  more  th.m  134,000  pounds  of  sugar,  but  have  since  abandoned  the  business. 
Both  these  failures  may  be  attributed  to  several  causes,  first  of  which  was  the  want  of  sufficient 
capital  to  build  and  carry  on  a  factory  sufficiently  large  to  enable  the  work  to  be  done  economi- 
cally ;  secondly,  the  difficulty  of  sufficiently  interesting  farmers  in  the  business  to  induce  them 
to  raise  beets  on  so  large  a  scale  as  to  warrant  the  building  of  such  a  factory;  and,  thirdly,  ilic  high 
price  of  labor  and  thu  low  price  of  sugar.  The  ([uality  of  beets  raised  was  good,  the  polarization 
test  showing  in  many  instances  as  high  as  sixteen  per  cent,  of  sugar.  The  larger  proportion  of 
hay  made  in  the  state  is  from  the  natural  meadows,  the  low  lands  or  marshes,  where  wild  grasses 
grow  in  abundance,  and  hay  only  costs  the  cutting  and  curing.  Cultiv  ui-d  grasses  do  well 
throughout  the  state,  and  "tame  hay  "  can  be  made  as  easily  here  as  elsewhere  The  limestone 
soils,  where  timber  originally  grew,  are  of  the  uplands,  most  natural  to  grass,  and,  consequently, 
furnish  the  richest  meadows,  and  yield  the  best  pasturage.  Ye  e  only  soils  where  grasses  do 
not  readily  grow,  are  those  which  are  so  sandy  and  dry  as  to  be  nearly  barrens.  Clover  grows 
throughout  the  state  in  the  greatest  luxuriance.  There  is  occasionally  a  season  so  dry  as  tomake 
"seeding  down  "  a  failure,  and  ujion  light  soils  clover,  when  not  covered  with  snow,  is  apt  to  win- 
ter-kill. Yet  it  is  gaining  in  favor  with  I'armers,  l)oth  on  account  of  the  valuable  pasturage  and 
hay  it  affords,  and  on  account  of  its  value  as  a  soil  renovator.  In  wheat-growing  regions,  clover 
is  now  recognized  to  be  of  the  greatest  value  in  a  "  rotation,"  on  account  of  its  ameliorating 
influence  upon  the  soiL  Throughout  the  stock  and  dairy  regions,  clover  is  depended  upon  to  a 
laige  extent  for  pasturage,  and  to  a  less  extent  for  hay. 

There  has  been  a  growing  interest  in  stock  raising  for  the  past  ten  years,  although  the 
increase  has  not  been  a  rapid  one.  Many  of  the  herds  of  pure-blood  cattle  in  the  state  rank 
hi{^  for  their  great  excellence.  The  Improvement  of  horses  has  been  less  rapid  than  that  of  cattle, 
sheep,  and  swine;  yet  this  important  branch  of  stock  farming  is  improving  each  year.  The  most 
attention  is  given  to  the  improvement  of  draught  and  farm  horses,  while  roadsters  and  fast  horses 
are  not  altogether  neglected.  There  are  now  owned  in  the  state  a  large  number  of  horses  of  the 
heavier  English  and  French  breeds,  which  are  imparting  to  their  progeny  their  own  characteristics 
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of  excellence,  the  effects  of  which  are  already  visible  in  many  of  the  older  regions  of  the  state. 
Of  the  different  breeds  of  cattle,  the  Short<homs,  the  Ayrshires,  the  Oevons,  and  the  Jerseys  are 
veil  represented.  The  Short4ioras  have  met  with  most  fiivor  with  the  general  fumer,  the  grades 
of  this  breed  being  large,  and  possessing  in  a  high  degree  the  quiet  habits  and  readiness  to  hu 
ten,  so  characteristic  of  the  full-bloods.  Without  doubt,  the  grade  Short-horns  will  continue  in 
the  high  favor  in  which  they  are  now  held,  as  stock-raising  becomes  a  more  important  branch  of 
the  husbandly  of  the  state.  Of  pyre  blood  Short-homa  there  are  many  herds,  some  cf  wfaidi 
are  of  the  very  highest  excellence.  At  the  public  sales  of  herds  from  this  states  the  pricet 
have  ranked  high  universally,  and  in  a  few  cases  have  reached  the  highest  of  "fancy"  pricey 
showing  the  estimate  placed  by  professional  breeders  upon  the  herds  of  Wisconsin.  The  Ayr- 
shires  are  increasing  in  numbers,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  many  dairymen.  They  are  nol 
yetf  however,  as  generally  disseminated  over  the  state,  as  their  great  merit  as  a  milking  breed 
would  warrant.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  dairy  interest  will  doubtless  increase  their  numbers 
greatly,  at  least  as  grades,  in  the  dairying  region.  Of  pure  bred  Devons  and  Jerseys,  there  are 
fewer  th.in  of  the  former  breeds.  The  latter  are  principally  kept  in  towns  and  cities  to  furnish 
miik  for  a  single  family.  The  following  table  shows  the  relative  importance  of  stock  raising  in 
the  state  for  the  years  mentioned.  The  figures  are  an  additional  proof  to  those  already  given, 
that  the  grain  industry  has  held  sway  in  Wisconsin  to  the  detriment  of  other  branches  of  fiumia^ 
as  well  as  to  the  state's  greatest  increase  in  wealth. 
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The  growth  and  present  condition  of  sheep  husbandry,  compare  much  more  favorably  with 
the  general  development  of  the  state  than  does  that  of  cattle  raising.  In  a  large  degree  this 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  impetus  given  to  wool  raising  during  our  civil  war  by  the  scarcity 
of  cotton,  and  the  necessary  substitution  to  a  great  extent,  of  woolen  for  cotton  goods.  This 
great  demand  for  wool  for  manufacturing  purposes  produced  a  rapid  rise  in  the  price  of  this 
staple,  making  its  production  a  very  profitable  branch  of  farming.  With  the  close  of  the  war 
came  a  lessened  demand,  and  consequently  lower  prices.  Yet  at  no  time  has  the  price  of  wool 
fallen  below  that  at  which  it  could  be  profitably  produced.  This  is  the  more  notably  true  when 
the  value  of  sheep  in  keeping  up  the  fertility  and  productiveness  of  land,  is  ttk&k  into  account. 
The  foregoing  table  shows  the  improvement  in  this  branch  of  husbandry  since  1850 

Although  many  more  sheep  might  profitably  be  kept  in  the  state,  the  above  figures  show  that 
the  wool  interest  is  fairly  developed,  .and  the  average  weight  of  fleece  ii  an  Msurance  <^  more 
than  ordinarily  good  stock.  The  fine-wooled  sheep  and  their  grades  predominate,  althou^ 
there  are  in  the  state  some  excellent  stock  of  long-wools — mostly  Cotswold— and  of  South- 
downs. 

Of  all  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  state,  no  other  has  made  as  rapid  growth  during  the 
last  ten  years,  as  has  that  of  dairying.  With  the  failure  of  hop-growing,  began  the  growth  :/ 
the  factory  system  of  butter  and  cheese  making,  and  the  downfall  of  the  one  was  scarcely  more 

rapid  than  has  been  the  upbuilding  of  the  other.  The  following  statistics  of  the  production  of 
butter  and  cheese  illustrate  this  rapid  progress.   It  will  be  remembered  that  for  the  years  i8$o. 
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i860,  and  1870  the  statistics  are  from  the  U.  S.  census,  and  hence  include  all  the  butter  and 
clweae  made  in  the  state,  while  for  the  remaining  yeara,  only  that  made  by  factories  and  pro- 
fessional dairymen  as  reported  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  Dairymen's  Association,  is  included* 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  the  statistics  of  butter,  except  for  the  census  years. 


TXAa. 


1856 
i860. 
1870 
1874 
1875 
1876 


lbs. 

3.633.750 
13.611,338 
2*473.036 


lbs. 

400403 
1,104.300 

13,000.000 
15.000,000 
I7iOOOyOOO 


The  quality  of  Wisconsin  dairy  products  is  excellent,  as  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that,  at 
tbe  Centennial  Exhibition,  Wisconsin  cheese  received  twenty  awards,  a  larger  number  than  Was 
given  to  any  other  state  except  New  York,  and  for  butter  Wisconsin  received  five  awards.  No 
state  received  more,  and  only  New  York  and  Illinois  received  as  many.  Wisconsin  received  one 
award  for  each  fourteen  cheeses  on  exhibition  No  other  state  received  so  large  a  proportion. 
New  York  received  the  largest  number  of  awards,  viz.,  twenty-one,  but  only  secured  one  award 
for  each  thirty  cheeses  on  exhibition.  The  number  of  cheese  and  butter  factories  is  increasing 
each  year,  and  there  is  being  made  in  the  better  grazing  regions  of  the  state,  as  rapid  a  transition 
from  grain  to  dairy-farming  as  is  consistent  with  a  healthful  growth.  This  interest,  which  is  now 
an  important  one  in  the  state  s  industrial  economy,  has  before  it  a  promising  future,  both  in  its 
own  development,  and  in  its  indirect  influence  upon  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
Slate. 

The  history  of  the  earlier  attempts  in  fruit  raising  in  Wisconsin  would  be  little  more  than  a 
record  of  failures.  The  pioneers  planted  apple,  peach,  plum,  and  cherry  trees,  but  they  gathered 
little  or  no  fruit.  As  was  natural,  they  planted  those  varieties  that  were  known  to  do  well  in  the 
older  states  of  the  same  latitude.  Little  was  known  of  the  climate,  and  there  was  no  apparent 
leason  why  those  varieties  should  not  do  well  here.  The  first  orchards  <fied.  The  same  varie« 
ties  were  replanted,  and  again  the  orchards  died.  Gradually,  through  the  costly  school  of 
experience,  it  wa>  learned  that  the  climate  was  diHcrent  from  that  of  the  eastern  states,  and  that 
to  succeed  here  varieties  of  fruit  must  be  such  as  were  adapted  to  the  peculiar  climate  of  this 
State.  These  peculiarities  aie  hot,  and  for  the  most  part,  dry  summers,  cold  and  dry  winters. 
The  dryness  of  the  climate  has  been  the  greatest  obstacle  to  success,  as  this  is  indirectly  the  cause 
of  the  great  extremes  of  temperature  experienced  here.  The  summers  are  often  so  dry  that  the 
growth  of  the  trees  is  not  completed,  and  the  wood  sufficiently  well  ripened  to  enable  it  to  with- 
stand the  rigors  of  winter.  And  the  clear,  dry  atmosphere  of  winter  allows  the  sun's  rays  to 
psss  trough  it  so  unobstructedly  as  to  warm  the  body  of  the  tree  upon  the  sunny  side,  above 
the  freeting  point,  even  though  the  tenipeimture  of  the  air  is  much  lower.  The  alternate  thawing 
and  freezing  ruptures  the  tender  cells  connecting  the  bark  and  wood,  producing  a  complete  sepa- 
ration of  these  parts,  and  often  besides  bursts  the  bark.  The  separation  of  bark  and  wood 
destroys  the  circulation  of  the  sap  upon  that  side  of  the  tree,  thtis  enfeebling  the  entire 
plant  The  tree  is  not  able  to  form  new  bark  over  the  ruptured  part,  and  a  diseased  tpoi 
vmlti.    Such  a  plant  makes  but  a  feeble  growth  of  pooriy  ripened  wood,  and  soon  dies 
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altogether.   Besides  the  above  cause,  the  extreme  cold  weather  occasionally  e^qwrienced  will  kill 
healthy  trees  of  all  varieties  not  extremely  hardy.     Notwithstanding  these  natural  obstacles,  a 
good  degree  of  success  has  been  attained  in  the  raising  of  apples  and  grapes.     This  success  has 
been  the  result  of  persevering  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  horticulturists  of  the  state,  who  have 
sought  the  causes  of  faUure  in  order  that  they  might  be  removed  or  avdded.  It  is  thus  by  intd- 
Ugent  observation  that  the  fruit  growers  have  gained  the  experience  which  brings  with  it  a 
creditable  success.     The  first  requisite  to  success  is  the  planting  of  varieties  sufficiently  hardy 
to  withstand  our  severe  winters.    This  has  been  accomplished  by  selecting  the  hardiest  of  the 
old  varieties,  and  by  raising  seedlings,  having  besides  hardiness,  qualities  sufficiently  valuable  to 
make  them  worthy  of  cultivation.  The  second  requisite  to  success  is  in  the  selection  of  a  sitoa. 
tion  having  suitable  soil  and  exposure,  and  thirdlyi  proper  care  after  planting.    Among  the 
hardy  varieties  of  apples  regarded  with  greatest  favor  are  Tetofski,  Red  Astrachan,  and  Duchess 
of  Oldenberg,  all  Russian  varieties,  and  Fameuse  from  Canada.    Besides  these  there  are  a  few 
American  varieties  so  hardy  as  to  prove  reliable  in  the  south  half  of  the  state.    Among  these 
are  a  few  seedlings  that  have  originated  in  Wisconsin.   Apple  trees  are  less  apt  to  be  injured  by 
the  winter  upon  a  site  sloping  to  the  northeast  or  north,  where  they  are  less  directly  exposed  to 
the  rays  of  the  winter's  sun.     High  ground  is  much  better  than  low,  and  a  good,  strong,  not  too 
rich  soil  is  best.    Apples  do  better  upon  soils  where  timber  originally  grew  than  on  the  prairies^ 
and  they  are  grown  more  easily  along  the  border  of  Lake  Michigan  than  in  the  interior  of  the 
state.    Pears  are  raised  to  but  a  slight  extent,  as  only  a  few  of  the  hardiest  varieties  will  succeed 
at  all,  and  these  only  in  favorable  sitULtttons.     Grapes  are  grown  in  great  abundance,  and  in 
great  perfection,  although  not  of  the  more  tender  varieties.     The  Concord,  on  account  of  its 
hardiness  and  excellent  bearing  qualities,  is  cultivated  most  generally.     Next  to  this  comes  tiie 
Delaware,  while  many  other  varieties  both  excellent  and  prolific,  are  raised  with  great  ease.  The 
season  is  seldom  too  short  to  ripen  the  fruit  well,  and  the  only  precaution  necessary  to  protect 
the  vines  during  the  winter  is  a  covering  of  earth  or  litter.     Cranberries  grow  spontaneously 
upon  many  marshes  in  the  interior  of  the  state.    Within  a  few  years  considerable  attention  has 
been  given  to  improving  these  marshes,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  this  most  excellent  fruit. 
Doubtless  within  a  few  years  the  cranberry  crop  will  be  an  important  one  among  the  fruit  pro- 
ductions of  the  state.  All  of  the  small  fruits  adapted  to  this  latitude  are  cultivated  in  abundance, 
and  very  successfully,  the  yield  being  often  times  exceedingly  large.    Altogether,  the  horticul- 
tural interests  of  the  state  are  improving,  and  there  is  a  bright  prospect  that  in  the  near  future 
fruit  growing  will  not  be  looked  upon  with  the  disfavor  with  which  it  has  been  regarded  here- 
tofore. 

Of  the  associations  for  advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  state,  the  first  organized 
was  the  "State  Agricultural  Society."  The  earlic-it  efforts  lo  establish  such  an  organization  were 
made  at  Madison  in  December,  1846,  during  the  session  of  the  first  constitutional  convention  of 
the  territory.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  but  nothing  further  was  done.  In  February,  1849, 
another  meeting  was  held  in  Madison,  at  which  it  was  **  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  great 
importance  of  agriculture  in  the  west,  it  i-^  expedient  to  form  a  state  agricultural  society  in 
Wisconsin."  Another  constitution  \v:is  adopted,  and  officers  were  elected,  but  no  effectual 
organization  resulted  from  this  second  attempt.  The  "  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society"— 
the  present  organisation — had  its  inception  in  a  meeting  held  at  Madison,  March  8, 185 1,  at 
which  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  to  nominate  persons 
to  fill  the  various  offices  of  said  society.  .\t  its  organization,  thr  society  was  composed  of  annual 
members,  who  paid  one  dollar  dues  each  year,  and  of  life  members,  who,  upon  the  payment  of 
ten  dollars,  were  exempt  from  the  annual  contribution.     The  annual  membership  was  afterward 
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abolished,  and  in  1869  the  fee  constituting  one  a  life  member  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars.  The 
fintmnnal  fair  of  the  society  wm  held  in  Janesville,  in  October,  185 1  Fairs  have  been  held 
nmaallj  since,  except  during  the  years  1861,  i86s  and  1863.    In  1851  premiums  were  paid  to 

the  amount  of  only  $140,  while  at  the  present  time  th^  amount  to  nearly  $io,ooe.  In  1851 
there  were  five  life  members.  At  the  present  time  there  are  over  seven  hundred,  representing  all 
the  various  industries  of  the  state.  The  fairs  held  under  the  auspices  of  this  society  have  been 
of  excellent  chaiaeter,  and  have  been  fhiitfal  of  good  to  all  the  indiutries  of  the  stat^  bat  more 
especially  to  the  farmers.  The  state  has  been  generous  tn  aid  of  this  society,  having  furnished 
commodious  rooms  for  its  use  in  the  capitol  building,  printed  the  annual  report  of  the  secretary, 
a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  and  donated  annually,  for  many  years,  ^2,000  toward  its  support. 
Besides  its  annual  fairs,  for  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  held  an  annual  convention,  under 
the  anq»ices  of  tiiis  society,  for  the  reading  and  discussing  of  papers  upon  topics  of  interest  to 
farmers,  and  for  a  general  interchange  of  ideas  relating  to  fanning.  These  conventions  are  held 
in  high  esteem  by  the  better  class  of  farmers,  and  have  added  greatly  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
society.  The '*  Wisconsin  State  Horticultural  Society"  was  originally  the  "Wisconsin  State 
Fruit  Growers'  Association,"  which  was  organized  in  December,  1853,  at  Whitewater.  Its 
avowed  object  was  '*the  collecting,  arranging,  and  disseminating  facts  interesting  to  those  engaged 
n  the  culture  of  fruits,  and  to  embody  for  their  use  the  results  of  the  practice  and  ejcperiments 
f>f  fruit  growers  in  all  parts  of  the  state."*  Exhibitions  and  conventions  of  the  association  were 
held  annually  up  to  i860,  after  which  the  society  was  disorganized,  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  of  the  rebellion  A  volume  of  "  Transactions  "  was  published  by  the  association  in 
1855.  In  1859  its  transactions  were  published  with  those  of  the  state  agriculttiral  society.  From 
1860  to  1865  no  state  horticultural  association  was  in  existence.  In  September  of  the  latter 
year  the  "  Wisconsin  Fruit  Growers'  Association  "  was  reorganized  as  the  "Wisconsin  State  Hor- 
ticultural Society."  The  legislature  had  previously  provided  for  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  sucii  a  society,  in  connection  with  those  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society.  The  new  society  has 
held  annual  exhibitions,  usually  in  connection  with  those  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and 
annual  conventions  for  the  reading  of  papers  upon,  and  the  discussion  of,  horticulrural  subjects.  In 
1871  an  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature  incorporating  the  soi  icty,  and  jjroviding  for  the  separate 
printing  of  2,000  copies  annually  of  its  transactions,  of  which  there  are  now  seven  volumes.  The 
most  active,  intelligent,  and  persevering  of  the  horticulturists  of  the  state  are  members  of  this 
tnociation,  and  to  their  careful  observation,  to  their  enthusiasm  and  determined  persistence  in 
seeking  means  to  overcome  great  natural  difficulties,  the  State  is  largely  indebted  for  the  success 
already  attained  in  horticulture.  Besides  these  state  associations,  there  are  many  local  agricul- 
tural and  horticultural  societies,  all  of  which  have  been  useful  in  aiding  the  cause  for  whieh  they 
*ere  organized.  Farmers'  clubs  and  granges  of  the  "  Patrons  of  Husbandry "  have  also 
done  much,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  to  promote  the  industrial  interests  of  the  state.  By  their 
frequent  meetings,  at  which  discussions  are  held,  views  compared,  and  experiences  related,  much 
valuable  intelligence  is  gained,  thought  is  stimulated,  and  the  profession  of  farming  advanced. 
A$  agriculture,  like  all  kindred  professions,  depends  upon  intelligence  to  direct  its  advancement, 
an  means  intended  to  stimulate  thought  among  farmers  will,  if  wisely  directed,  aid  in  advancing 
tlus  most  complex  of  all  industries.  To  those  above  named,  and  to  other  like  associations, 
is  in  a  large  degjnt  to  be  attributed  the  present  favorable  condition  of  th<  agriculture  of 
the  state. 

Wisconsin  is  yet,  comparatively,  a  new  State.  It  was  mainly  settled  by  men  who  had  little 
noneyed  capital.  Blarkets  were  distant,  and  means  of  transportation  poor.  The  early  settlers  had 
consequently  to  struggle  for  a  livelihood  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  difficulties.  When  these  opposing 
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circumstanoet  are  taken  into  account,  and  the  improvement  in  methods  of  cnlture,  and  changes 
from  grain  to  stock  and  dairy>farming  that  are  now  being  made,  are  given  their  due  vei^t,  it 

must  he  acknowledged  that  the  present  condition  of  the  agriculture  of  the  state  is  excellen*,  and 
that  the  future  of  this  most  important  industry  is  rich  in  promise  of  a  Steady,  healthful  growth, 
toward  a  completer  development  of  ail  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  state. 


MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

By  ROLAND  D.  IRVING,  Propbssor  op  Gbolooy,  etc.,  at  thb  UmvBRsmr  or 

WiacoireiN. 

The  useful  mineral  materials  that  occur  within,  the  limits  of  die  state  of  Wisconsin,  come 
nnder  both  of  the  two  grand  classes  of  such  substances :  the  mitaUie  ores,  from  which  the 

metals  ordinarily  used  in  the  arts  are  extracted  ;  and  non-metallic  substanees,  which  are  used  in 
the  arts  for  the  most  part  without  any  preliminary  treatment,  or  at  least  undergo  only  a  very 
partial  alteration  before  being  utilized.  Of  the  first  class  are  found  in  Wisconsin  the  ores  of 
hattt  amc^  iron  and  eopper^  besides  minute  traces  of  the  precious  metals ;  of  the  second  class,  the 
principal  substances  found  are  briek-elay,  kaoUm^  eemeai-roek,  UmettOM  for  ktrtdi^  mio  fidek-Mme^ 
Umestone/orftuXt  giass  $am^  foot  and  bi$ildipg  stone. 

LEAD  AND  ZINC. 

These  metals  are  considered  together  because  they  are  found  occurring  together  in  the  same 
region  and  under  exactly  the  same  circumstances,  being  even  obtained  from  the  same  openings. 
Lead  has  for  many  years  been  the  most  important  metallic  production  of  Wisconsin,  and,  together 
with  zinc,  whose  ores  have  been  utilized  only  since  t86o,  still  holds  this  prominent  position, 
although  the  production  is  not  so  great  as  formerly.  Small  quantities  of  lead  and  zinc  ores  have 
been  found  in  the  crystalline  (.-Vrchaean)  rocks  of  the  northern  part  of  the  state  and  in  the  copper- 
bearing  rocks  of  the  Lake  Superior  country,  but  there  are  no  indications  at  present  that  these 
regions  will  ever  produce  in  quantity.  All  of  the  lead  and  zinc  obtained  in  Wisconsin  comes 
then  from  that  portion  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state  which  lies  west  of  Sugar  river  and 
south  of  the  nearly  east  and  west  ridge  that  forms  the  southern  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Wis- 
consin, from  the  head  of  Sugar  river  westward.  This  district  is  commonly  known  in  Wisconsm 
as  the  **  Lead  R^on,**  and  forms  the  larger  part  of  the  "  Lead  Region  of  the  Upper  Miasis> 
Stppi,'*  which  includes  also  smaller  portions  of  Iowa  and  Illinois. 

W\r.\X  European  first  became  acquainted  with  the  dc|)osits  of  lead  in  the  upper  portion  or 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  isamatter  of  some  doubt.  Charlevoix  (Histoire  de  la  Nouvelle  France, 
III,  397,  398.)  attributes  the  discovery  to  Nicolas  Perrot,  about  1692 ;  and  states  that  in  ryst 
tile  deposits  still  bore  Perrot*s  name.  Perrot  himsdf,  however,  in  the  only  one  of  his  writings 
that  remains,  makes  no  mention  of  the  matter.  The  itinerary  of  Le  Sueur'f  voyage  np  the 
Mississippi,  1700-1701,  given  in  La  Harpe's  History  of  Louisiana,  which  was  written  early  in 
the  1 8th  century,  shows  that  the  former  fouad  lead  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  not  far  from 
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the  present  southern  boundary  of  Wisconsin,  August  25,  1700.  Captain  Johathan  Carver, 
1766,  found  lead  in  abundance  at  the  Blue  Mounds,  and  found  the  Indians  in  all  the  country 
aroand  in  posscasion  of  masses  of  galena,  which  they  had  obtained  as  ^  float  mineral,"  and 
which  they  were  incapable  of  putting  to  any  use.  There  is  no  evidence  uf  any  one  mining 
before  J-.ilien  Dubuque,  who,  1788  to  1809,  mined  in  tlie  vicinity  of  tlie  flourishing  city  which 
nowbears  his  name.  After  his  death  in  1S09  nothing  more  was  done  until  1821,  when  the 
attention  of  American  citizens  was  first  drawn  to  the  rich  lead  deposits  of  this  region.  By  1827, 
die  nuning  had  become  quite  general  and  has  continued  to  the  'present  time,  the  maximum 
pmdnction  having  been  reached,  however,  between  the  years  1845  and  1S47. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  late  Moses  Strong,  shows  the  mineral  production  of 
southwestern  Wisconsin  for  the  years  i860  to  1873  in  pounds: 


YKARS. 

CAUUi'A. 

SMITHSONITR. 

1 

YEAR. 

GALENA. 

SUITHSO.NITE. 

BLE.\DE. 

t86o 

330.000 

1867 

13830,784 

5,181,445 

841.310 

366^000 

1868 

13.869,619 

4.302.383 

3.078.435 

1863 

17.037.913 

1869 

13.426,721 

4.547.971 

6,252,420 

i8'i-i 

I5.i«j5  577 

1,120,000 

1870 

13-754.159 

4.429  585 

7,414.023 

1864 

13  014,210 

3.173.333 

1S7I 

l3.4$4.2to 

16,618,160 

9.303.625 

1865 

4.198,300 

1S73 

11,62  2,668 

27. 02 1. -^S-} 

16,256.970 

1866 

14,029. 193 

7.373.333 

1873 

9<9I9>734 

18.533.906 

15,074,664 

Until  within  the  last  decade  the  lead  mines  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  including  now  both 
Ae  "Upper  *'  and  tbe  **  Lower  "  regions— the  latter  one  of  which  lies  wholly  within  the  limits  of 
the  state  of  Missouri — have  far  eclipsed  the  rest  of  the  United  States  in  the  production  of  lead, 
'hr  district  being  in  fact  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  lead  districts  in  the  world.  Of  late 
jrears,  however,  these  mines  are  far  surpassed  in  production  by  the  '*  silver-lead  "  mines  of  Utah 
and  other  Rocky  Mountain  regions,  which,  though  worked  especially  for  their  silver,  produce 
incidentally  a  very  large  amount  of  lead.  Nevertheless,  the  mines  of  the  Mississippi  valley  will 
kng continue  to  be  a  very  important  source  of  this  metal.  The  lead  ore  of  the  Wisconsin  lead 
region  is  of  one  kind  only,  the  sulphide  known  ^algna,  or  f^a/eniie.  This  ore,  when  free  from 
mechanically  mingled  impurities,  contains  86.6  per  cent,  of  lead,  the  balance  being  sulphur. 
SnaU  quantities  of  otiier  lead  ores  are  oocaaionally  found  in  the  uppermoet  portions  of  the  deposits, 
havuig  been  produced  by  the  oxidising  influence  of  the  atmosphere.  The  chief  one  of  these 
oiidation  products  is  the  earthy  carbonate  known  as  cerussite.  Galena  almost  always  contains 
v»me  silver,  commonly  enough  to  pay  for  its  extraction.  I'hc  Wisconsin  galenas,  however,  are 
unusually  free  from  silver,  of  which  they  contain  only  the  merest  trace. 

The  sine  ores  are  of  two  kinds,  the  most  abundant  being  the  femiginotts  sulphide,  or  the 
"black-jack  "*  of  the  miners.  The  pure  sulphide,  ipkaierite,  contains  67  per  cent  of  sine,  but  the 
iran-bearing  variety,  known  minerallogically  as  marmalitc,  generally  contains  10  per  cent,  or 
uore  of  iron.  A  ferruginous  variety  of  the  carbonate,  smithsonite,  also  occurs  in  abundance,  and 
it  known  to  the  miners  as  "dry-bone,"  the  name  being  suggested  by  the  peculiar  structure  of  the 
ore. 

Both  lead  and  zinc  ores  occur  in  limited  deposits  in  a  series  of  limestone  beds  belonging  to 
the  Lower  Silurian  series.  The  lead  region  is  underlaid  by  a  nearly  horizontal  scries  of  strata, 
•ith  an  aggregate  thickness  of  3,000  feet,  which  lie  upon  an  irregular  surface  of  ancient  cryst.al- 
line  rocks  (gneiss,  granite,  etc.).  The  names  and  order  of  succession  of  the  several  strata  are 
indicated  in  the  following  scheme,  the  last  named  being  the  lowest  in  the  series : 
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Niagara  dolomitic  ^■"iftflHiff  300 —  300  feet. 

Cincinnati  shales   60—  100  " 

! Galena dolomide  limestoae...   9S(h- S75  " 

Blue  limestone   50—    75  " 

Buff  dolomiliclimestone-. .......    15 —   ao  •* 

Lower  MagaetUa  (dokMaitk)  IhnesUme    .•   S50  " 

Fotidaaiiaiidttoae Miios  too— 1000  ** 


The  fifit  two  of  these  layers,  in  the  Wisconsin  part  of  the  lead  region,  are  met  with  only  in  a 
few  isolated  peaks  and  ridges.  The  prevailing  surface  lock  is  the  Galena  limestone,  thiongh 
wlucb,  however,  the  numerous  streams  cut  in  deep  and  narrow  valleys  which  not  unfieqaendj 

are  carved  all  the  way  into  the  Lower  Magnesian. 

The  lead  and  zinc  ores  are  entirely  confined  to  the  Galena,  Blue  and  BufT  limestones,  an 
aggregate  vertical  thickness  of  some  350  to  375  feet.  The  upper  and  lower  strata  of  the  series 
are  entirely  harren.  ^nc  and  lead  ores  are  found  in  the  same  kind  of  deposits,  and  often 
together,  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  zinc  ores,  however,  come  from  the  Blue  and  Buff  limestones, 
and  the  lowest  layers  of  the  (riilena,  whilst  thr  Ic.id  ores,  though  obtained  throughout  the  whole 
thickness  of  the  mining  ground,  are  especially  abundant  in  the  middle  and  upper  layers  of  the 
Galena  beds. 

The  ore  depoats  are  <^  two  general  kinds,  which  may  be  distinguished  as  vertical  crevioo 
and  flat  crevices,  the  former  being  much  the  most  common.    The  simplest  form  of  the  venlcst 

crevice  is  a  narrow  crack  in  the  rock,  having  a  width  of  a  few  inches,  an  extension  laterally  from 
a  few  yards  to  several  hundred  feet,  and  a  vertical  height  of  20  to  40  feet,  thinning  out  to  notli- 
ing  in  all  directions,  and  filled  from  side  to  side  with  highly  crystalline,  brilliant,  large-surfaced 
galena,  which  has  no  accompanying  metallic  mineral,  or  gangue  matter.  Occasionally  the  vertical 
extension  exceeds  a  hundred  feet,  and  sometimes  i  i^  imher  of  these  sheets  are  close  together 
and  can  be  mined  as  one.  Much  more  rnmnionly  the  vertical  crevice  shows  irrei:ul,ir  expan- 
sions, which  are  sometimes  large  caves,  or  openings  in  certain  layers,  the  crevice  between  retain- 
ing its  normal  character,  while  in  other  cases  the  expansion  affects  the  whole  crevice,  occasioD> 
ally  widening  it  throughout  into  one  large  opening.  These  openings  are  rarely  entirely  fiUed, 
and  commonly  i  ontain  a  loose,  disintegrated  rock,  in  which  the  galena  ties  loose  in  large  masses, 
though  often  adhering  to  the  side^  of  the  cavity  in  large  stalactites,  or  in  cubical  cryst  ds.  The 
vertical  crevices  show  a  very  distinct  arrangement  parallel  with  one  another,  there  being  two 
systems,  wiuch  roughly  trend  east  and  west,  and  north  and  south.  The  east  and  west  crevices  are 
far  the  most  abundant  and  most  productive  of  ore.  The  vertical  crevices  are  confined  nearly 
altogether  to  the  upper  and  middle  ix>rtions  of  the  Galena,  and  are  not  productive  of  zinc  ores. 
They  are  evidently  merely  the  parallel  joint  cracks  which  affect  everj*  great  rock  formation,  filled 
by  chemical  action  with  the  lead  ore.  The  crevices  with  openings  have  evidently  been  enlarged 
by  the  solvent  power  of  atmospheric  water  carrying  carbonic  acid,  and  from  the  way  in  which  the 
ore  occurs  loose  in  the  cavities,  it  is  evident  that  this  solving  action  has  often  been  subsequent 
to  the  first  deposition  of  lead  ore  in  the  crevice. 

The  "flat  crevices,""  flat  sheets,"  and  "flat  openings."  are  analogous  to  the  dcix>sits  just 
described,  but  have,  as  indicated  by  the  names,  a  horizontal  position,  being  characteristic  of 
certain  layers,  which  have  evidently  been  more  susceptible  to  chemical  action  than  others,  the 
dbsolving  waters  having,  moreover,  been  directed  along  them  by  less  pervious  layers  above  and 
betow.  The  flat  openings  differ  from  the  vertical  crevices  also,  in  having  associated  with  the 
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galena  much  of  either  the  black-jack  or  dry-bone  zinc  ores,  or  both,  the  galena  not  unfrequently 
being  entirely  wanting.  Cleavable  calcite  also  accompanies  the  ores  in  these  opeoings  iu  large 
quantities,  and  the  same  is  trae  of  the  sulphide  of  iron,  which  is  the  variety  knovni  as  maretuUe. 
These  materials  have  sometimes  a  symmetrical  arrangement  on  the  bottom  and  top  of  the  open- 

'  ing,  the  central  portion  being  empty.     The  flat  openings  characteriae  the  Blue  and  Buff  and 

;  lower  Galena  beds,  and  from  them  nearly  all  the  zinc  ore  is  obtained. 

'  It  is  not  possible,  in  the  limits  of  this  short  papei,  even  to  mentiim  the  vanout  mining 
districts.  It  may  merely  be  said  that  the  amount  of  galena  raised  from  single  crevices  has  cftea 

lieen  several  hundred  thousand,  or  even  over  a  million  pounds,  and  that  one  of  the  principal 
mining  districts  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Mineral  Point,  where  there  are  two  furnaces  constantly 
engaged  in  smelting.  Between  the  years  1862  and  1873,  these  two  establishments  have  produced 
'Sf9o^><^  pounds  of  metallic  lead,  or  an  average  of  1,991,938  ]x>unds,  the  maximvm  being,  in 
1869, 2,532,7 10  pounds,  the  minimum,  in  1873, 1,518,88s  pounds. 

The  zinc  ores  were  formerly  rejected  as  useless,  and  have  only  been  utilized  since  i860.  An 
ittetnpt  to  smelt  them  at  Mineral  Point  was  not  successful,  because  the  amount  needed  of  fuel 
arid  clay,  both  of  which  have  to  come  from  a  distance,  exceeding  even  the  amount  of  ore  used, 
caused  a  very  heavy  expense  for  transportation.  The  ores  are  therefore  now  taken  altogether  to 
LaSalle,  Illinois,  where  they  meet  the  fuel  and  clay,  and  the  industry  at  tliat  place  has  beoame 

)  inching  one.  The  amount  of  zinc  ore  in  the  Wisconsin  lead  region  is,  beyond  dottbt,  VCiy 
peat,  and  will  he  a  source  of  wealth  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

Since  the  ores  of  zinc  and  lead  in  this  region  are  confmed  to  such  a  small  thickness  of  Strata 
greatly  eroded  by  the  atmospheric  waters,  the  entire  thickness  having  frequently  been  removed, 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  know  how  much  of  the  mining  ground  remains  at 
fvery  point  throughout  the  district.  The  very  excellent  topographico-geological  maps  of  the 
r^ion,  made  by  Mr.  Moses  Strong,  and  since  published  by  the  State  in  the  Report  of  the 
Geokpcal  Survey,  make  this  knowledge  accessible  to  all. 

IRON. 

lion  mining  in  Wisconsin  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  althou^  some  important  depodts  are 
pradadng  a  considerable  quantity  of  ore.   A  number  of  blast  furnaces  have  sprung  up  in  the 

eastern  part  of  the  state,  but  these  smelt  Michigan  ores  alniOst  entirely.  Much  remains  yet  to 
!»:done  in  the  way  of  exploration,  for  the  most  promising  iron  fields  are  in  the  heavily  timbered 
i:id  unsettled  regions  of  the  north  part  of  the  state,  and  are  as  yet  imperfectly  known.  It 
appears  probable,  however,  that  iron  ores  will,  la  the  near  future,  be  the  most  important  mineral 
podactbn  cS  MTisoonsin.  The  several  ores  will  be  noted  in  the  order  of  their  present  im> 
lAitaace* 

Rkii  He.maiites. 

The  iron  in  these  ores  exists  as  an  anhydrous  sescjuioxide,  which  is,  however,  in  an  earthy 
coodUtion,  and  entirely  without  the  brilliant  metallic  luster  that  characterizes  the  specular  hema< 
tiiei.  Pore  hematite  contains  seven^  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron,  but  the  red  hematites,  as  mined, 
are  always  so  largely  mingled  with  mechanical  impurities  that  they  rarely  contain  more  than  fifty 
percent.  The  most  important  red  hematite  mined  in  Wisconsin  is  that  known  as  the  Clinion  iron 
frc,  the  name  coming  from  the  formation  in  which  the  ore  occurs.    This  formation  is  a  member 

I  of  the  Upper  Silurian  series,  and  is  named  from  a  locality  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  where  it 
«as  first  recognised.  Associated  with  its  rocks,  which  are  limestones  and  shales,  is  con« 

i  Mantly  found  a  peculiar  red  hematite,  which  is  so  persistent  in  its  characters,  both  physical  and 
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and  chemical^  that  one  familiar  with  it  from  any  one  locality  can  hardly  fail  to  recognise  it  wheo 
ooming  from  others.  The  iron  produced  from  it  is  always  **  cold-short,"  on  account  of  the  large 
content  of  phosphorus  ;  but,  mingled  witli  siliceous  ores  free  from  phosphorus,  it  yields  alwqrs 
a  most  excellent  foundry  iron.    It  is  mined  at  numerous  points  from  N'cw  York  to  Tennessee, 
and  at  some  jxjints  reaches  a  very  great  total  tiiickness.    In  Wisconsin  the  Clinton  rocks  merge 
into  the  great  Niagara  lim  csione  scries  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  but  at  the  bottom  of  the 
series,  in  a  few  places,  the  Clinton  ore  is  found  immediately  overlying  the  Cincinnati  shales.  The 
most  important  locality  is  that  known  as  Iron  Ridge,  on  sections  twelve  and  thirteen  in  the  town 
of  Hubbard,  in  Dodge  county.   Here  a  north-and-south  ledge  of  Niagara  limestone  overlooks  lower 
land  to  the  west.    Underneath,  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  is  the  ore  bed,  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  in  i 
thickness,  consisting  of  horizontally  bedded  ore,  in  layers  three  to  fourteen  inches  thick.  The 
ore  has  a  concretionary  structure,  b^ng  composed  of  lenticular  grains,  one  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  but  the  top  layer  is  without  this  structure,  having  a  dark  purplish  color,  and  in  places  ' 
a  slight  metallic  appearance.    Much  of  the  lower  ore  is  somewlial  hydrated.    Three  quarters  of 
a  mile  north  of  Iron  K.idge,  at  Mayville,  there  is  a  total  thickness  of  as  much  as  forty  feet. 
According  to  Mr.  E.  T.  Sweet,  the  percentages  of  the  aevend  constituents  of  the  lion  Ridge  ore 
are  as  follows:  iron  peroxide,  66.38;  carbonate  of  lime,  10.4a;  carbonate  of  magnesia,  s.79:  j 
silica,  4.7  a;  alumina,  5.54;  manganese  oxide,  0.44;  sulphur,  0.13 ;  phosphoric  add,  0.73;  water,  t 
8.75  =  too:  metallic  iron,  46.66.  j 

Two  small  charcoal  furnaces  at  Mayville  and  Iron  Ridge  smelt  a  considerable  quantity  of 
these  ores  alone,  producing  an  iron  very  rich  in  phosphorus.   An  analysis  of  the  Mayville  pig  i 
iron,  also  by  Mr.  Sweet,  shows  the  following  compositbn:  iron,  95.784  per  cent;  plMMphorns, 
1.675  :  carbon,  0.849;  silicon,  0.108  =  100.286.    The  average  furnace  yield  of  the  ore  is  forty- 
five  per  cent.    By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  ore,  however,  is  sent  away  to  mingle  with  other  ores 
It  goes  to  Chicago,  Joliet  and  Springfield,  111.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Wyandotte  and  Jackson,  Mich., 
and  Appleton,  Green  Ray  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.  In  187a,  the  Iron  Ridge  mines  yielded  82,371 
tons.   The  Clinton  ore  is  found  at  other  places  farther  north  along  the  outcrop  of  the  base  of 
the  Niagara  forination  in  Wisconsin ,  but  no  one  of  these  appears  to  promise  any  great  quantity 
of  good  ore.     Red  hematite  is  found  at  numerous  places  in  Wisconsin,  highly  charging  certain 
layers  of  the  Potsdam  sandstone  series,  the  lowest  one  of  the  horizontal  Wisconsin  formations. 
In  the  eastern  part  Qf  the  town  of  Westfield,  Sauk  county,  the  iron  ore  excludes  the  sandstone, 
forming  an  excellent  ore.    No  developments  have  been  made  in  this  district,  so  that  the  «ie  of 
the  deposit  is  not  definitely  known. 

Brown  Hhiatitbs. 

These  ores  contain  their  iron  as  the  hydrated,  or  brown,  seaqaioxide,  which,  when  pure,  j 

has  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  metal;  the  ordinary  brown  hematites,  however,  seldom  1 
contain  over  forty  per  cent.  Boi^  iron  ore,  a  porous  brown  hematite  that  forms  by  deposi- 
tion from  the  water  of  bogs,  occurs  somewhat  widely  scattered  underneath  the  large  marshes  ot 
Portage,  Wood  and  Juneau  counties.  Very  excellent  bog  ore,  containing  nearly  50  per  cent,  of 
iron,  is  found  near  Necedah,  Juneau  county,  and  near  Grand  Rapids,  Wood  county,  but  the 
amount  obtainable  is  not  definitely  known.  The  Necedah  ore  contains:  silica,  8.52  ;  alumina. 
3,77;  iron  peroxide,  71.40;  manganese  oxide,  0.27;  lime,  0.58;  magnesia,  trace;  phosphoric 
acid,  0.21;  sulphur,  0.02;  organic  matter,  1.62;  water,  13-46—99.85,  metallic  iron,  49.9S— 
according  to  Mr.  E.  T.  Sweet's  analysis.  An  ore  from  section  34,  twp.  23,  range  6  east.  Wood 
county,  jidded,  to  Mr.  Oliver  Matthews,  silica,  4.81 ;  alumina,  z.oo;  iron  peroxide,  73.23 ;  lime, 
0.1 1,  magnesia,  aas;  sulphuric  acid,  0.07 ;  phosphoric  acid,  0.10;  organic  matter,  5.88;  water. 
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i4«M  t  ^99'^ :  metallic  iron,  51.16. 

Brovn  hematite,  mii^^  with  more  or  less  red  ore,  occurs  also  in  some  quantity  filling  cracks 

and  irregular  cavities  in  certain  portions  of  the  Potsdam  series  in  northwestern  Sauk  county  and 
the  adjoioing  portion  of  Richland.  A  small  charcoal  furnace  has  been  in  operation  on  this  ore 
at  Irontoo,  Sauk  county,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  recently  another  one  has  been  erected  at 
Casenofia  in  the  same  district. 

Magnetic  Ores  and  Specular  Hematites. 

These  are  taken  together  here,  because  their  geological  occurrence  is  the  sam^  the  two  ores 
occurring  not  only  in  the  same  group  of  rocks,  but  even  intimately  mingled  with  one  another. 
Tbese  ores  are  not  now  produced  in  Wisconsin ;  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  they  may  before 

many  years  become  its  principal  mineral  production.  In  magnetic  iron  ore»  the  iron  is  in  the 
^'lape  of  the  mineral  ma^rtftite,  an  oxide  of  iron  containing  72  4  per  cent  of  iron  when  pure,  and 
this  is  the  highest  percentage  of  iron  that  any  ore  can  ever  have.  Specular  hematite  is  the  same 
as  red  hematite,  hut  is  crystalline,  has  a  bright,  metallic  luster,  and  aconsMerable  hardness.  As 
mined  the  richest  magnetic  and  specular  ores  rarely  run  over  65  per  cent,  while  in  most  regions 
where  they  are  mined  they  commonly  do  not  reach  50  per  cent.  The  amount  of  rich  ores  of  this 
kind  in  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michigan  is  so  great,  however,  that  an  ore  with  less  than  50  per 
cent,  finds  no  sale;  and  the  same  must  be  true  in  the  adjoining  states.  So  largely  does  this  mat- 
ter of  richness  affect  the  value  of  an  ore,  that  an  owner  of  a  mme  of  45  per  cent  **  hard  **  ore  in  Wis- 
consin would  find  it  cheaper  to  import  and  smelt  Michigan  65  per  cent,  ore,  than  to  smdt  his  own* 
eWB  if  his  furnace  and  mine  were  side  by  side. 

The  specular  and  magnetic  ores  of  Wisconsin  occur  in  two  districts  —  the  I'enokee  iron  dis- 
tiict,  ten  to  twenty  miles  south  of  Lake  Superior,  in  Bayfield,  Ashland  and  Lincoln  counties,  and 
the  Ifenomonee  iron  district,  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Menomonee  river,  in  township  40, 
ran;;es  17  and  s8  east,  Oconto  county.  Specular  iron  in  veins  and  nests  is  found  in  small  quan« 
tities  with  the  cjuartT:  rocks  of  the  B.iraboo  valley,  Sauk  county,  and  Ncccdah,  Juneau  county; 
3ad  very  large  quantities  of  a  peculiar  quartz-schist,  charged  with  more  or  less  of  the  magnetic 
and  specular  iron  oxides,  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  Black  River  Falls,  Jackson  county;  but  in  none 
of  these  places  is  there  any  promise  of  the  existence  of  valuable  ore. 

In  the  Penokee  and  Menomonee  regions,  the  iron  ores  occur  in  a  series  of  slaty  and 
qnartzose  rocks  known  to  geologists  as  the  Haronian  series.  The  rocks  of  these  districts  are 
really  the  extensions  westward  of  a  great  rock  series,  which  in  the  northern  Michigan  peninsula 
coatsins  the  rich  inm  mes  that  have  made  that  region  so  famous.  In  position,  this  rock  series 
nay  be  likened  to  a  great  elongated  parabola,  the  head  of  which  is  in  the  Marquette  iron  district 
and  the  two  ends  in  the  Penokee  and  Menomonee  regions  of  Wisconsin.  In  all  of  its  extent,  this 
^'-'i  series  holds  great  beds  (jf  lean  magnetic  and  specular  ores.  These  contain  large  quantities 
0!  quartz,  which,  from  its  great  hardness,  renders  them  very  resistant  to  the  action  of  atmospheric 
cnmon.  As  a  result,  these  lean  ores  are  found  forming  high  and  bold  ridges.  Such  ridgn  of 
lean  ores  have  deceived  many  explorers,  and  not  a  few  geologists.  In  the  same  rock  series,  for 
the  most  part  occupying  portions  of  a  higher  layer,  arc  found,  however,  ores  of  extraordinary 
r^hness  and  purity,  which,  from  their  comparative  softness,  very  rarely  outcrop.  Tlie  existence 
in  quantity  of  these  very  rich  ores  in  the  Menomonee  region  has  been  definitely  proven.  One 
deposit,  laid  open  during  the  Summer  of  1877,  shows  a  width  of  over  150  feet  of  first  class 
specular  ore;  and  exceeding  in  size  the  greatest  of  the  iamous  deposits  of  Michigan.  In  the 
Penokee  region,  however,  though  the  indications  are  favorable,  the  existence  of  the  richer 
ores  is  as  yet  an  inference  only.    The  Penokee  range  itself  is  a  wonderful  development  of 
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lean  ore,  which  forms  a  conttiraous  belt  several  hundred  feet  in  width  and  over  tfiirty  miles  ia 
lengtli.  Occasionally  portions  of  this  belt  are  ^cher  than  the  rest,  and  become  almost  merchant* 
able  ores.  The  probability  is,  however,  that  the  rich  ores  of  this  region  will  be  found  in  thr 
lower  country  immediately  north  of  the  Peookee  range,  where  the  rocks  are  buried  beneath 
heavy  accumulations  of  drift  material. 

Copper. 

The  only  copper  ore  at  present  raised  in  Wisconsin  is  obtained  near  Mineral  Point,  in  the 
lead  region  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state,  where  small  quantities  of  ^taUopyrite^  the  yellov 
sulphide  of  copper  and  iron,  are  obtained  from  pockets  and  limited  crevices  in  tiM  Galena  lime* 
stone.   Copper  pyrites  is  known  to  occur  in  this  way  throughout  the  lead  region,  but  it  does  not 

appear  that  the  quantity  at  any  point  is  sufficient  to  warrant  exploration. 

Copper  occurs  also  in  the  northernmost  portions  of  Wisconsin,  where  it  is  found  under  alto- 
gether dilfierent  circumstances.  The  great  copper-bearing  series  of  racks  of  Keweenaw  point  and 
Isle  Royale  stretch  southwestward  into  and  entirely  across  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  in  two  patdM 

belts.  One  of  these  belts  enters  Wisconsin  at  the  mouth  of  the  Montreal  river,  and  immediately 
leavina  the  shore  of  Lake  Si.Mcrior,  crosses  Ashland  and  Bayfield  counties,  and  then  widening 
greatly,  occupies  a  large  area  in  Douglas,  St.  Croix,  Barron  and  Chippewa  counties.  The  other 
belt  forms  the  backbone  of  the  Bayfield  peninsula,  and  crosses  the  northern  part  of  Douglas 
county,  forming  a  bold  ridge,  to  the  Minnesota  line.  The  rocks  of  this  great  series  appear  to 
be  for  the  most  part  of  igneous  origin,  but  they  are  distinctly  bedded,  and  even  interstratified 
with  sandstone,  shales,  and  coarse  bouldcr-conglomerale,  the  whole  series  having  generally  a 
tilted  position.  In  veins  crossing  the  rock-beds,  and  scattered  also  promiscuously  through  the 
layers  of  both  coni^omerates  and  igneous  rocks,  pure  metallic  copper  in  fine  flakes  is  often 
found.  Mining  on  a  small  scale  has  been  attempted  at  numbers  of  points  where  the  rivers 
flowing  northward  into  I-ake  Superior  make  gorges  across  the  rock  series,  but  at  none  of  thciB 
has  sufficient  work  been  done  to  prove  or  disprove  the  existence  of  copper  in  paying  quantity. 

Gold  and  Silver. 

Small  traces  of  gold  have  been  detected  by  the  writer  in  quarts  from  the  crystalline  rocks 

of  Qark  county,  but  there  is  no  iirobability  that  any  quantity  of  this  metal  will  ever  be  found  in 
the  state.  Traces  of  silver  have  also  been  found  in  certain  layers  of  the  copper  series  in  .Ash- 
land county.  Judging  from  the  occurrence  of  silver  in  the  same  series  not  far  to  the  east  in 
Michigan,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  this  metal  may  be  found  also  in  Wisconsin. 

Brick  Clavs. 

These  constitute  a  very  important  resource  in  Wisconsin.  Extending  inland  for  many  miles 
fiom  the  shores  of  Lakes  Michigan  and  Suuerior  are  stratified  bods  of  clay  of  lacustrine  origin, 
having. been  deposited  by  the  lakes  when  greatly  expanded  beyond  their  present  sizes.  .\11  of 
these  clays  are  characterized  by  the  presence  of  a  large  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime.  Along 
Lake  Superior  they  have  not  yet  been  utilized,  but  all  through  the  belt  of  country  bordering 
Lake  Michigan  they  are  dug  and  burned,  fully  50,000,000  bricks  being  made  annnally  in  this 
region.  A  large  proportion  of  these  lincks  are  white  or  cream-colored,  and  these  are  widely 
known  under  the  name  of  "Milwaukee  brick,"  though  by  no  means  altogether  made  at  Mil- 
waukee. Others  arc  ordinary  red  brick.  The  difference  between  the  light-colored  and  red 
bricks  is  ordinarily  attributed  to  the  greater  amount  of  iron  in  the  chiy  from  which  the  latter  are 
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bumed»  but  it  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Sweet  that  the  white  bricks  are  burned  from  clay 
which  often  contains  more  iron  than  that  from  which  the  red  bricl^s  are  made,  but  wiuch  also 
cootains  a  very  large  amont  of  caitonate  of  Kme.  The  following  analyses  show  (i)  the  compo- 
sition of  the  clay  from  which  cream-colwed  brick  are  bistnedat  Milwaukee,  (i)  the  composition 
of  a  red-brick  clay  from  near  Madison,  and  (3)  the  composition  of  the  unutilized  clay  from 
Ashland,  Lake  Superior.  Nos.  i  and  2  are  by  Mr.  £.  T.  Sweet,  No.  3  by  Professor  W.  W. 
Dtnidla: 


(I) 

(3) 

(3) 

(1) 

(3) 

(3) 

38.33 

9-7S 
3.84 
I.16 
16.33 

754 
18.50 

75.80 
11.07 

3-53 
0.31  1 
1.84^ 
.08) 

58.08 
35-38 
4-44 

8.30 

3.16 
0.65 

095 
1.85 

1.74 
0.40 

1-54 

2.16 

99.56 

Iron  peroxide.  

Iron  protoxide... 

Water  

Totals  

\  4.09 

Magnesia  

99.85 

100.19 

Canonic  add... 

At  Milwaukee  94,000,000  cream-colored  brick  are  made  annually ;  at  Racine,  3,500,000 ;  at 
AppleUm  and  Menasha,  x,8oo,ooo  each ;  at  Neenah,  1,600,000;  at  Clifton,  1,700,000;  at  Wat- 
erloo, 1,600,000;  and  in  smaller  quantities  at  Jefferson,  Ft.  Atkinson,  Edgerton,  Whitewater, 
Geneva,  Ozaukee,  Sheboygan  Falls,  Manitowoc,  Kewaunee,  and  other  places.  In  most  cases  the 
cream-colored  bricks  are  made  from  a  bright-red  clay,  although  occasionally  the  clay  is  light- 
colored.   At  Whitewater  and  other  places  tile  and  pottery  are  also  made  from  this  clay. 

Although  these  lacustrine  c\ay9  are  much  the  most  important  in  Wisconsin,  excellent  brick 
clays  are  also  found  in  the  interior  of  the  state.  In  numbers  of  places  along  the  Yahara  valley, 
>D  Dane  county,  an  excellent  stratified  clay  occurs.  At  Madison  this  is  burned  to  a  red  brick  ;  at 
Stoughton  and  Oregon  to  a  fine  cream-ooloied  bride  At  Flattevillei  I^caster,  and  other  points 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  state,  red  bricks  are  made  from  days  found  in  the  vicinity. 

Kaolin  (Pt)itcBLAiN  -  Clay— Firb  -  Clay). 

The  word  "kaolin*"  is  applied  by  geologists  to  a  day-like  material  which  is  used  in  making 
diinaware  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.   The  word  »  of  Chmese  origin,  and  is  applied  by  the 

Chinese  to  the  substance  from  which  the  famous  porcelain  of  China  is  made.  Its  application  to 
the  European  porcelain-^/av  was  made  under  the  mistaken  idea — one  which  has  prevailed  among 
scientists  until  very  recently — that  the  Cainesc  material  is  the  same  as  the  European.  This  we 
nnr  know  to  be  an  error,  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  wares  being  both  made  altogether  from  a 
nlidiock. 

True  kaolin,  using  the  word  in  its  European  sense,  is  unlike  other  ordinary  clays,  in  being 
the  result  of  the  disintegration  of  fc  lspathic  crystalline  rocks  **  in  place,  '  that  is  without  being 
removed  from  the  place  of  its  hrst  formation.  The  base  of  kaolin  is  a  mineral  known  as  ^/t'ni'/e,  a. 
compound  of  silica,  alumina  and  water,  which  results  Irom  a  change  or  decay  of  the  felspar  of 
felspar-bearing  rocks.  Felspar  contains  silica,  alumina,  and  soda  or  potash,  or  both.  By  perco- 
lation through  the  rocks  of  ';urf:ire  water  carryin;^  carbonic  acid,  the  potash  and  soda  are 
removed  and  kaolinite  results.  .Mingled  with  the  kaolir.ite  are,  however,  always  the  other  ingre- 
dients of  the  rock,  quartz,  mica,  etc.,  and  also  always  some  undecomposed,  or  only  partly  decom- 
posed fidQ»ar.  These  foreign  ingredients  can  all,  however,  be  more  or  less  perfectly  removed  by 
a  qrstem  of  levigation,  when  a  pure  white  day  results,  composed  almost  wholly  of  the  scales  of 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


170 


HISTORIC  OF  WI8C0NSIK. 


the  mtnenl  kaolintte.  Prepared  in  this  way  the  kaotin  has  a  high  valne  as  a  refractory  material, 
«nd  for  forming  the  base  of  fine  porcelain  wares. 

The  crystalline  rocks,  which,  by  decomposition,  would  produce  a  kaolin,  are  widely  spread 
over  the  northern  part  of  Wisconsin  ;  but  over  the  most  of  the  region  occupied  by  them  there  is  no 
sign  of  the  existence  of  kaolin,  the  softened  rock  having  apparently  been  removed  by  glacial 
action.  In  a  belt  of  country,  however,  which  extends  from  Grand  Rapids  on  the  Wisconsin, 
westward  to  Black  river,  in  Jackson  county,  the  drift  is  insignificant  or  entirely  absent ;  the  glacial 
forces  have  not  acted,  and  the  crystalline  rocks  arc,  or  once  were,  overlaid  by  sandstone,  along 
whose  line  of  junction  with  the  underlying  formation  numerous  water-courses  have  existed,  the 
result  being  an  unusual  amount  of  disintegration.  Here  we  find,  in  the  beds  of  the  Wisconsin, 
Yellow,  and  Black  rivers,  large  exposures  of  crystalline  rocks,  which  between  the  rivers 
are  overlaid  by  sandstone.  The  crystalline  rocks  are  in  distinct  layers,  tilted  at  high  angles, 
and  in  numerous  places  decomposed  into  a  soft  white  kaolin.  Inasmuch  as  these  layers 
strike  across  the  country  in  long,  straight  lines,  patches  of  kaolin  are  found  ranging 
themselves  into  similar  lines.  The  kaolin  patches  are  most  abundant  on  the  Wisconsin 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  in  Wood  county.  They  vary  greatly  in  sise, 
one  deposit  even  varying  from  a  fraction  of  an  inch  to  a  number  of  feet  in  thickness. 
The  kaolin  varies,  also,  greatly  in  character,  some  being  quite  impure  and  easily  fusible 
from  a  large  content  of  iron  oxide  or  from  partial  decomposition  only,  while  much  of  it  is  very 
pure  and  refractory.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  a  large  amount  <f€  kaolin  exists  in  this 
region,  and  that  by  selection  and  levigation  an  excellent  material  may  be  obtained,  which,  by 
mingling  with  powdered  quartz,  may  be  made  to  yield  a  lire-brick  of  unusual  refractoriness,  and 
which  may  even  be  employed  in  making  fine  porcelain  ware. 

The  following  table  gives  the  composition  of  the  raw  clay,  the  fine  clay  obtuned  from  it  by 
levigation,  and  the  coarse  residue  from  the  same  operation,  the  sample  having  been  taken  fram 
the  opening  on  the  land  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Garrison,  section  5,  town  as,  range  6  east,  Wood  county : 


RAW  CLAV. 


Silks  

Alumfna  

Iron  peroxide 

Lime   

Mai^nesta  

Potash  


LBVIOATIOM  PSODOCTS. 


rWM  CLAY. 


78.83 

40  04 

9S.86 

1343 

36  80 

308 

0.74 

072 

a74 

0.64 

trace 

0.96 

0.07 

0.10 

0.37 

0.51 

0.28 

COAItSK 
RISIDUE. 


Soda  

CaitonicAcid 
Water  

Total*,.. 


I.KVIGATION  WWJIWCtS 

SAW  CLAY. 

FINS  CLAV. 

COARSE 

RESIDUE. 

0.011 

0.08 

AOS 

O.OI 

5-45 

11.63 

«.» 

99.60 

99.67 

V9^ 

Cbmbwt-Rocic. 

Certain  layers  of  the  Lower  Magnesian  limestone,  as  at  Ripon,  and  other  points  in  the  east> 
em  part  of  the  state,  are  known  to  produce  a  lime  which  has  in  some  degree  the  hydranlic 
property,  and  the  same  is  true  of  certain  layers  of  the  Blue  limestone  of  the  Trenton  group,  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  state;  the  most  valuable  material  of  this  kind,  however,  that  is  as  yet 
known  to  exist  in  Wisconsin,  is  found  near  Milwaukee,  and  has  become  very  recently  somewhat 
widely  known  as  the  "  Milwaukee"  cement-rock.  This  rock  belongs  to  the  Hamilton  formation, 
and  is  found  near  the  Washington  street  bridge  at  Brown  Deer,  on  the  lake  shore  at  Whitefish 
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bay,  and  at  other  points  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Milwaukee.  The  quantity  attainable  is 
Urge,  and  a  very  elaborate  series  of  tests  by  D.  J.  Wluttemore,  chief  engineer  of  the  Milwau- 
kee  and  St.  Fwil  railroad,  shows  that  the  cement  made  from  it  exceeds  all  native  and  foreign 
cemenu  in  strength,  except  the  famcus  English  Portland"  cement.  The  following  are 
three  analyses  of  the  lock  ficom  difierent  points,  and  they  show  that  it  has  a  very  constant 
composition : 


I. 

s. 

3. 

45-54 

48,2., 

41-34 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia  

32.46 

21).  1 1} 

34-88 

17  i(' 

'736 

16.99 

1.41 

1.40 

5.00 

3.03 

tM 

loaoo 

98.68 

ZOOyOO 

t  LlMESTONB  FOR  MAKING  QuiCK  -  LIME. 

Quick'Ume  is  made  from  all  of  the  great  limestone  formations  of  Wisconsin,  but  more  is 
bent  from  the  Lower  M agnesian  and  Niagara  formations,  than  from  the  others.  The  Lower 
Magnesian  yields  a  verjr  strong  mortar,  but  the  lime  burned  from  it  is  not  very  white.   It  is  burned 

largely  in  the  region  about  Madison,  one  of  the  largest  quarries  being  on  the  south  line  of  section 
33  of  that  town,  where  some  20.000  bushels  are  jiroduced  annually,  in  two  kilns.    The  lime  from 
this  place  has  a  considerable  local  reputation  under  the  name  of  "  Madison  lime."    The  Trenton 
'   Bnestooe  is  burned  at  a  few  points,  but  yields  an  inferior  lime.   The  Galena  is  not  very  generally 
I   bomed,  but  yields  a  better  lime  than  the  Trenton.   In  the  region  about  Watertown  and  White- 

vtfer,  some  40,000  to  50,000  barrels  are  made  annually  from  this  formation. 
I  The  Niagara,  however,  is  the  great  lime  furnisher  of  the  northwest.  From  its  purity  it  is 
j  sdapted  to  the  making  of  a  most  admirable  lime.  It  is  burned  on  a  large  scale  at  numbers  of 
poiots  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  Pelton's  kilns,  Pewau* 
kee,  where  12,000  barrels  are  made  weekly  and  shipped  to  Chicago,  Grand  Haven,  Des  Moines, 
etc.;  and  Holick  Son's  kilns,  Racine,  which  yield  60,000  to  75,000  barrels  anmially.  .\  total 
ol  about  400,000  barrels  is  annually  made  from  the  Niagara  formation  in  eastern  Wisconsin. 

LlMBSTONK  FOR  FlUX  IN  IRON  SmBLTINO. 

The  limestones  of  Wisconsin  are  rarely  used  as  a  flux,  because  of  their  prevalent  magnesian 
chancter.  The  stone  60m  Schoonmaker's  quarry,  near  Milwaukee,  is  used  at  the  Bay  View 

inm  works,  and  is  one  of  the  few  cases.  There  are  certain  layers,  however,  in  the  Trenton  lime- 
stone, widely  spread  over  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  which  are  non-magnesian,  and  frequently 
sufficiently  free  from  earthy  impurities  to  be  used  as  a  dux.  These  layers  deserve  the  attention 
^  die  iron  masters  of  the  state. 

Glass  Sand. 

Much  of  the  St.  Peter's  sandstone  is  a  purely  siliceous,  loose,  white  sand,  well  adapted  to 
the  making  of  glass.  It  is  now  being  put  to  this  use  at  points  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state. 
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Fbat. 

Peat  exists  in  large  quantities  and  of  good  quality  underneath  the  numerous  marshes  of  the 
eastern  and  central  parts  of  the  state.  Whether  it  can  be  utilized  in  the  future  as  a  fuel,  will 
depend  altogether  upon  the  cost  of  its  preparation,  which  will  have  to  be  very  low  in  order  that 
it  may  compete  with  superior  fnelt.  As  a  fertilizer,  peat  has  always  a  great  value,  and  reqoini 
no  "tfcliimnarv  treatmenL 

Building  Srams. 

All  the  roclqr  formatbns  of  Wisconsin  are  used  in  building,  and  even  the  briefest  synopsis 
of  the  subject  of  th^  building  stones  <^  the  state,  would  exceed  the  hmits  of  this  paper.  A  few 

of  the  more  prominent  kinds  only  are  mentioned. 

Granite  occurs  in  protruding  masses,  and  also  grading  into  gneiss,  in  the  northern  porticws 
of  the  state,  at  numerous  points.  In  many  places  on  the  Wisconsin,  Yellow,  and  Black  rivers, 
and  especially  at  Big  Bull  Falls,  Yellow  river,  red  granites  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  value 
occur.    These  are  not  yet  utilized,  but  will  in  the  future  h;;ve  a  high  value. 

The  handsomest  and  most  valuable  sandstone  found  in  Wisconsin,  is  that  which  extends 
along  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  from  the  Michigan  to  the  Minnesota  line,  and  which  forms  the 
basement  rock  of  the  Apostle  islands.  On  one  of  these  islands  a  very  large  quarry  is  opened, 
from  which  are  taken  masses  of  almost  any  size,  of  a  very  close-grained,  uniform,  daik  biDwii 
stone,  which  has  been  shipped  largely  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  At  the  latter  place,  the  well 
known  court  house  is  built  of  this  stone.  An  equally  good  stone  can  be  obtained  from  the  neigh- 
boring islands,  and  from  points  on  the  mainland.  A  very  good  white  to  brown,  indurated  sand- 
stone is  obtained  from  the  middle  portions  of  the  Fbtsidam  series,  at  Stevens  Point,  Poftags 
county;  near,Grand  Rapids,  Wood  county;  at  Blade  River  Falls,  Jackson  county;  at  Packwau- 
kee,  Marquette  county;  near  Wautoma,  Waushara  county ;  and  at  several  i>oints  in  the  Baraboo 
valley,  Sauk  county.  A  good  bulT-colored,  calcareous  sandstone  is  quarried  and  used  hugely  IB 
the  vicinity  of  Madison,  from  the  uppermost  layers  of  the  Potsdam  series. 

All  of  the  limestone  formations  of  the  state  are  quarried  for  building  stone.  A  layer  known 
locally  as  the  "Mendota*"  limestone,  included  in  the  upper  layers  of  the  Potsdam  series,  yields  s 
very  evenly  bedded,  yellow,  fine-grained  rock,  which  is  largely  quarried  along  the  valley  of  the 
lower  Wisconsin,  and  also  in  the  countrj*  about  Madison.  In  the  town  of  Westjxjrt,  Dane 
county,  a  handsome,  iine-grained,  cream-colored  limestone  is  obtained  from  the  Lower  Magne« 
sian.  The  Trenton  limestone  yields  an  evenly  bedded,  thin  stone,  which  is  frequently  used  for 
laying  in  wall.  The  Galena  and  Niagara  are  also  utilized,  and  the  latter  is  capable,  in  much  of 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  of  furnishing  a  durable,  easily  dressed,  compact,  white  stone. 

In  preparing  this  paper,  1  have  made  use  of  Professor  Whitney's  "  Metallic  Wealth  of  the 
United  States,*  and  "  Report  on  the  Creology  of  the  Lead  Region;"  of  the  advance  sheets  of 
Volume  II  of  the  Reports  of  the  State  Geoto^cal  Survey,  including  Professor  T.  C.  ChambertinV 

Report  on  the  Geology  of  F.astem  Wisconsin,  my  own  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Central  Wisconsin, 
and  Mr.  Strong's  Reixjrt  on  the  Geologj*  of  the  Lead  Region  ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Sweet's  account  of  the 
mineral  exhibit  of  the  state  at  the  Centennial  Exposition ;  and  of  my  unpublished  reports  on  the 
geology  of  the  counties  bordering  Lake  Superior. 
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The  territory  of  Wisconsin  offered  great  advantages  to  emigrants.  Explorers  had  published 
acooants  of  the  wonderfut  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  wealth  of  its  broad  prairies  and  forest  openings, 
and  the  beaaty  of  its  lakes  and  rivers.  Being  reached  from  the  older  states  by  way  of  the  lakes 
and  easily  accessible  by  a  long  line  of  lake  coast,  the  hardships  incident  to  weeks  of  land  travel 
were  avoided.  Previous  to  1836  but  few  settlements  had  been  made  in  that  part  of  the 
then  territory  of  Michigan,  that  .year  organized  into  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  except 
as  nuning  camps  in  the  southwestern  part,  and  scattered  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
trading  posts  and  military  stations.  From  that  time  on,  with  the  hope  of  improving  their  condi- 
tion, thousands  of  the  enterprising  yeomnnry  of  N\-\v  England,  New  York  and  Ohio  started  for 
the  land  of  promise.  Germans,  Scandmavians  and  other  nationalities,  attracted  by  the  glowing 
aeeottttts  sent  nlnoad,  crossed  the  ocean  on  their  way  to  the  new  world;  steamers  and  sail-craft 
laden  with  fiimilies  and  their  household  goods  left  Buffido  and  other  lake  ports,  all  bound  for 
the  new  Eldorado.  It  may  be  doubted  if  in  the  history  of  the  world  any  country  was  ever  peo- 
pled with  the  rapidity  of  southern  and  eastern  Wisconsin.  Its  population  in  1840  was  30,749; 
in  1850,304,756;  in  i86o,  773,693;  in  1870,  1,051,351;  in  1875,  1,236,729.  With  the  develop- 
OMOt  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  new  territory,  grain  raising  became  the  most  prominent 
interest,  and  as  the  settlements  extended  iNwk  from  the  Uke  shore  the  difficulties  of  transporta- 
tion of  the  products  of  the  soil  were  seriously  felt.  The  expense  incurred  in  moving  a  load  of 
produce  seventy  or  eighty  miles  to  a  market  town  on  the  lake  shore  frequently  exceeded  the  gross 
sura  obtained  for  the  same.  All  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  and  most  of  the  lumber  used 
Bust  also  be  hauled  by  teams  from  Lake  Mkhigan.  Manf  of  our  eariv  settlers  still  retain 
virid  recollections  of  trying  experiences  in  the  Milwaukee  woods  and  other  sections  bordering 
on  the  lake  shore,  from  the  south  line  of  the  state  to  Manitowoc  and  Sheboygan.  To  meet  the 
great  want  —  better  facilities  for  transportation — a  valuable  land  grant  was  obtained  from 
congress,  in  1838,  to  aid  in  building  a  canal  from  Milwaukee  to  Rock  river  The  company  which 
was  organised  to  construct  i^  built  a  dam  across  Milwaukee  river  and  a  short  section  of  the  canal ; 
then  the  work  stopped  and  the  plan  was  finally  abandoifed.  It  was  early  seen  that  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  people,  railroads,  as  the  most  feasable  means  of  commnniCTHion  within 
their  reach,  were  an  indispensable  necessity. 

ChICAOO.  MtLWAUKKB  &  ST.  PaUL  RAILWAY. 

Between  the  years  1.S3S  and  1841,  the  territorial  legislature  of  Wisconsin  chartered  several 
nilroad  companies,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  "  Milwaukee  &  Waukesha  Railroad  Company,*' 
incorporated  in  1847,  none  of  the  corporations  thus  created  took  any  particolar  shi^  The 
commissioners  named  in  its  charter  met  November  23, 1847,  and  elected  a  president,  Dr.  L.  W* 
Weeks,  and  a  secretary,  A  W.  Randall  (afterward  governor  of  Wisconsin).  On  the  first  Monday 
of  February,  1848,  they  opened  books  of  subscription.   The  charter  of  the  company  provided 
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that  $100,000  should  be  subscribed  and  five  percent,  thereof  paid  in  before  the  company  should 
fhlly  organise  as  a  corporation.  The  countrjr  was  new.  There  were  plenty  of  active,  energetic 
men,  but  money  to  build  railroads  was  scarce,  and  not  until  April  5,  1849,  was  the  necessary- 
subscription  raised  and  percentage  paid.  A  board  of  directors  was  elected  on  the  loth  day  of 
May,  and  Byron  Kilbourn  chosen  president.  The  charter  had  been  previously  amended,  in  184^^, 
authorizing  the  company  to  build  a  road  to  the  Mississippi  river,  in  Grant  county,  and  in  1850^ 
its  name  was  changed  to  the  "  Milwaukee  &  Mississippi  Riulroad  Company."  After  the  company 
was  fully  organized,  active  measures  were  taken  to  push  the  enterprise  forward  to  completion. 
The  rltv  of  Milwaukee  loaned  its  credit,  and  in  185 1  the  pioneer  Wisconsin  railroad  reached 
Waukesha,  twenty  miles  out  from  Milwaukee.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  Edward  H.  Broadhead,  a 
prominent  engineer,  from  from  the  state  of  New  York,  was  put  in  charge  of  the  work  as  chief 
engineer  and  superintendent.  Under  his  able  and  energetic  administration  the  road  was  pushed 
forward  in  1852  to  Milton,  in  1853  to  Stoughton,  in  1854  to  Madison,  and  in  1856  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  at  Prairie  du  Qiien.  In  1851  John  Catlin  of  Madison,  was  elected  president 
in  place  of  Kilbourn. 

The  proposed  length  of  this  article  will  not  admit  of  any  detailed  statement  of  the  trish, 
struggles  and  triumphs  of  the  men  who  projected,  and  finally  carried  across  the  state,  from  the 
lake  to  the  river,  this  first  W'sronsin  railroad.  Mitchell,  Kilbourn,  Holton,  Tweedy,  Catlin, 
Walker,  Broadhead,  Crocker  and  many  others,  deserve  to  l)e  remembered  by  our  people  as  bene- 
factors of  the  state.  In  1859  and  1S60,  the  company  defaulted  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  on 
its  bonds.  A  foreclosure  was  made  and  a  new  company,  called  the  '*  Milwaukee  9e  Prairie  da 
Chien,"  took  its  place,  succeeding  to  all  its  rights  and  property. 

The  "Southern  Wi^^ronsin  Railway  Company"  was  chartered  in  1852,  and  authorized  to  build 
a  road  from  Milton  to  tlie  Mississippi  river.  When  the  Milwaukee  and  Mississippi  road  reached 
Milton  in  1852,  it  was  not  authorized  by  its  charter  to  go  to  Janesville,  but,  under  the  charter  of 
the  Southern  Wisconsin,  a  company  was  organised  that  built  the  eight  miles  to  Janesville  in  1853. 
Under  a  subsequent  amendment  to  the  charter,  the  Milwaukee  and  Mississippi  company  was 
authorized  to  build  from  Milton  to  the  Mississippi  river.  The  Janesville  branch  was  then 
purchased  and  extended  to  .Monroe,  a  distance  of  about  thirty-four  miles,  or  forty-two  miles  west 
of  Milton.  Surveys  were  made  and  a  line  located  west  of  Monroe  to  the  river.  The  people  of 
La  Fayette  and  Grant  counties  have  often  been  encouraged  to  expect  a  direct  railroad  communi- 
cation with  tin  city  of  Milwaukee.  Other  and  more  important  int  rcsis,  at  least  so  considered 
by  the  railroad  company,  have  delayed  the  execution  of  the  original  plan,  and  the  road  through 
the  counties  mentioned  still  remains  unbuilt. 

The  "  LaCrosse  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  "  was  chartered  in  1853,  to  construct  a  road 
from  LaCrosse  to  Milwaukee.  During  the  year  in  which  the  charter  was  obtained,  the  company 
was  Ofganised,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  commissioners  held  at  LaCrosse.  Among  its  pro- 
jectors were  Byron  Kilbourn  and  Moses  M.  Strong.  Kilbourn  was  elected  its  first  president. 
No  work  was  done  upon  this  line  until  after  its  consolidation  with  the  "  Milwaukee,  Fonddu  Lac 
8c  Green  Bay  RaUroaid  Company  "  in  i  S54.  The  latter  company  was  chartered  in  1853,  to  build  a 
road  from  Milwaukee  via  West  Bend  to  Fond  du  Lac  and  Green  Bay.  It  organised  in  the  spring  of 
1853,  and  at  once  commenced  active  operations  under  the  snpendsion  of  James  Kneeland,  its 
first  president.  The  city  of  Milwaukee  loaned  its  credit  for  ^200,000,  and  gave  city  bonds.  The 
company  secured  depot  grounds  in  Milwaukee,  and  did  considerable  grading  for  the  first  twenty- 
five  miles  out.  Becoming  embarrassed  in  January,  1854,  the  Milwaukee,  Fonddu  Lac  8c  Green 
Bay  consolidated  with  the  LaCrosse  8e  Milwaukee  company.  Work  was  at  once  resumed  on 
the  partially  jiraded  line.    In  1855  the  road  was  completed  to  Horicoo,  fifty  miles. 
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The  Milwaukee  &  Watertown  company  was  chartered  in  1 851,  to  build  from  Milwaukee  to 
Watcrtown.  It  soon  organized,  and  began  the  construction  of  its  line  from  Brookfield,  fourteen 
miles  west  of  Milwaukee,  and  a  point  on  the  Milwaukee  &  Mississippi  road  leading  through 
Oconomowoc  to  Watertown.  The  charter  contained  a  provision  that  the  comiMuiy  might  extend 
its  road  by  way  of  Portage  to  La  Crosse.  It  reached  Watertown  in  1856,  and  was  consolidated 
with  the  T^Crossc  &  Milwaukee  road  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  congress  made  a  grant  of  land  to  the  state  of  VVisconsio,  to  aid  in  the 
huQding  of  a  railroad  from  Madison,  or  Columbtts,  via  Portage  City,  to  the  St.  Croix  river  or 
lake,  between  townsliips  35  and  31.  and  from  thence  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Saperior,  and  to 
Bayfield.  An  adjourned  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature  met  on  September  3  of  that  year, 
to  dispose  of  the  grant.  The  disposal  of  this  grant  had  been  generally  discussed  by  the  press, 
and  the  public  sentiment  of  the  state  seemed  to  tend  toward  its  bestowal  upon  a  new  company. 
There  is  little  donbt  but  that  this  was  also  the  sentiment  of  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of 
bodk  bonaes  when  the  session  commenced.  When  a  new  company  was  proposed  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  twenty  from  the  senate  and  assembly  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill,  conferring  the 
grant  upon  a  company  to  be  created  by  the  bill  itself.  The  work  of  the  committee  proceeded 
harmoniously  until  the  question  of  who  should  be  corporators  was  to  be  acted  upon,  when  a 
diflerence  of  opinion  was  found  to  exist,  and  one  that  proved  dilBcnlt  to  harmonise.  In  the  mean- 
time the  LaCrosse  and  Watertown  companies  had  consolidated,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
members  of  both  houses  were  "propitiated"  by  "  pecuniarj'  compliments"  to  induce  them  to 
piss  the  bill,  conferring  the  so  called  St.  Croix  grant  upon  the  LaCrosse  &  Milwaukee  railroad 
company.  The  vote  in  the  assembly  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  was,  ayes  62,  noes  7.  In  the  senate 
it  stood,  ajres  17,  noes  7. 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1858  a  committee  was  raised  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  thtir  report  demonstrated  that  bonds  were  set  apart  for  all  who  voted  for  the  LaCrosse  bill; 
to  members  of  assembly  $5,000  each,  and  members  of  senate  $(0,ooo  each.  A  few  months 
after  the  close  of  the  legislative  sesssion  of  1856  the  land  grant  bonds  of  the  LaCrosse  road 
became  worthless.  Neither  the  LaCrosse  company  nor  its  successors  ever  received  any  portion 
of  the  lands  granted  to  the  state.  During  the  year  1857  the  La  Crosse  company  completed  its 
line  of  road  through  Portage  City  to  LaCros.se,  and  its  Watertown  line  to  Columbus. 

The  "Milwaukee  &  Horicon  Railroad  Company"  was  chartered  in  1852.  Between  the 
years  1855  and  1857  it  built  through  Waupun  and  Ki|Km  to  Berlin,  a  distance  of  forty-two  miles. 
It  was,  in  eflect,  controlled  by  die  LaCrosse  &  Milwaukee  company,  althou^  built  as  a  separate 
l^sranch.  This  line  was  subsequently  merged  in  the  LaGrosse  company,  and  is  now  a  part  of  the 
twrthem  division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Pa\il  railway. 

The  '  Madison,  Fond  du  Lac  &  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company"  was  chartered  in  1855, 
to  haild  a  road  from  Madison  Fond  du  Lac  to  Lake  Michigan.  In  1857  it  bought  of  the 
LaCfosse  company  that  portion  of  its  road  acquired  by  consolidation  with  the  Milwaukee  & 
Watertown  company.  Its  name  was  then  changed  to  "  Milwaukee  >,V  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany." It  owned  a  line  of  road  from  Brookfield  to  Watertown,  and  branches  from  the  latter 
place  to  Columbus  and  Sun  Prairie,  in  all  about  eighty  miles  in  length. 

In  1858  and  1859  the  La  Crosse  9t  Milwaukee  and  the  Milwaukee  &  Horicon  companies 
defaulted  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  bonded  debts.  In  the  same  years  the  bond- 
holders of  the  two  companies  instituted  foreclosure  proceedings  on  the  different  trust  deeds  given  to 
secure  their  bonds.  Other  suits  to  enforce  the  payment  of  their  floating  debts  were  also  com- 
"waced.  Protracted  litigation  in  both  the  state  and  federal  courts  resulted  in  a  final  settlement 
in  1868,  by  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  In  the  meantime,  in  i86a  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


176  BISTORT  OF  wisooiraur. 

1863,  both  roads  were  sold,  and  puidiasad  by  an  association  of  the  bondholders,  who  organised 

the  "  Milwaukee  &  St  Paul  Railway  Company."  The  near  company  succeeded  to  all  the  rights 

of  both  the  La  Crosse  and  Horicon  companies,  and  soon  afterward,  in  1863,  purchased  the 
property  of  the  Milwaukee  &  Western  company,  thus  getting  control  of  the  roads  from  Mil- 
waukee to  La  Crosse,  from  Horicon  to  Berlin,  from  Broolcfield  to  Watertown,  and  the  branches 
to  Columbus  and  Sun  Prairie.  In  1864  it  built  from  Columbus  to  Portage,  from  Brookfield  to 
Milwaukee,  and  subsequently  extended  the  Sun  Prairie  branch  to  Madison,  in  1869.  It  also 
purchased  the  Ripon  Wolf  River  road,  which  had  been  built  fifteen  miles  in  length,  from 
Ripon  to  Omro,  on  the  Fox  river,  and  extended  it  to  Winneconne  on  the  Wolf  river,  five  miles 
farther,  and  twenty  miles  from  Ripon.  In  1867  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway  company 
obtained  control  of  the  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du  Chien  railroad.  The  legislatare  of  1857  had 
passed  an  act,  authorizing  all  stock-hotders  in  all  incorporated  companies  to  vote  on  shares  of 
stock  owned  by  them.  The  directors  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  company  had  secured  a 
majority  of  the  common  stock,  and,  at  the  election  of  1867,  elected  themselves  a  board  of 
directors  for  the  Prairie  du  Chien  company.  All  the  rights,  property  and  interests  of  the 
latter  company  came  under  the  ownership  and  control  of  the  former. 

In  1865,  Alexander  Mitchell,  of  Milwaukee,  was  elected  president,  and  S.  S.  Merrill  general 
manager  of  the  Milwaukee  St.  Paul  railway  company.  They  were  retained  in  their  respective 
positions  by  the  new  organization,  and  still  continue  to  hold  these  offices,  a  fact  largely  owing  to 
the  able  and  efficient  manner  that  has  characteriaed  their  management  of  the  company's  afiairs. 
The  company  operates  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  of  road  in  Wisoonsitt,  and  in  all  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  miles.  Its  lines  extend  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  in 
Minnesota,  and  to  Algona  in  Iowa,  and  over  the  Western  Union  to  Savanna  and  Rock  Island 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  **  Oshkodi  9c  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  *  was  chartered  in  1866  to  build  a  road 
from  the  city  of  Oshkosh  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Its  construction  to  Ripon  in  1872  was  a 
move  on  the  part  of  citizens  of  Oslikosh  to  connect  their  town  with  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
road.    It  is  twenty  miles  in  length  and  leased  to  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  company. 

In  187 1  and  1872  the  "Wisconsin  Union  Railroad  Company,"  of  which  John  W.  Cary  was 
president,  built  a  road  from  Milwaukee  to  the  state  line  between  Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  to 
connect  with  a  road  built  from  Chicago  to  the  state  line  of  Illinois.  This  new  line  between 
Milwaukee  and  Chicago  was  built  in  the  interest  of,  and  in  fact  by,  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
company  to  afford  a  conne*  lion  between  its  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota  s\  stem  of  roads, 
and  the  eastern  trunk  lines  centering  ;n  Chicago.  It  runs  parallel  with  the  shore  ol  Laxc 
Michigan  and  from  three  to  six  miles  from  it,  and  is  eighty-five  miles  in  length. 

The  Chicaoo  &  Northwestern  Railway. 

The  territorial  legislature  of  1848  chartered  the  "  Madison  &  Beloit  Railroad  Company  " 
with  authority  to  build  a  railroad  from  Beloit  to  Madison  only.  In  1S50,  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  the  company  was  authoriaed  to  extend  the  road  to  the  Wisconsin  river  and  La  Crosse, 
and  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  near  St.  Paul,  and  also  from  Janesville  to  Fond  du  Lac 
Its  name  was  changed,  under  legislative  authority,  to  the  "Rock  River  Valley  Union  Railroad 
Company."  In  iSsi.the  line  from  Janesville  north  not  being  pushed  as  the  people  expecttd, 
the  legislature  of  Illinois  chartered  ihe  "  Illinois  tS:  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company  "  witli  authority 
to  consolidate  with  any  road  in  Wisconsin.  In  1855,  an  act  of  the  W^isconsin  legislature  consoli- 
dated the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  companies  with  the  '*  Rock  River  Valley  Union  Raihroad  Com* 
pany,*  and  the  new  organisation  took  the  name  of  the  "  Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Fond  du  Lac  Rail- 
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load  Omipany.**  In  1854,  and  previous  to  the  consolidadom  the  company  had  fiuled  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  bondholders,  who  foreclosed  and  took  stock  for  their  bonds.  The 
old  management  of  A.  Hyatt  Smith  and  John  B.  Macy  was  superseded,  and  Wm.  B.  Ogden  was 
made  president.  Chicago  was  all  along  deeply  interested  in  reaching  the  rich  grain  fields  of  the 
Rock  river  valley,  as  well  as  the  inexhaustible  timber  and  mineral  wealth  of  the  northern  part 
of  Wisconnn  and  that  part  of  Michigan  bordering  on  Lake  Superior,  called  the  Peninsula.  It 
alK>  sought  a  connection  with  the  upper  Mississippi  region,  then  being  rapidly  peopled,  by  a  line 
uf  railroad  to  run  through  Madison  to  St.  Paul,  in  Minnesota.  Its  favorite  road  was  started  from 
Chicago  on  the  wide  (six  feet)  gauge,  and  so  constructed  seventy  miles  to  Sharon  on  the  Wis- 
connn state  line.  TUs  was  dianged  to  the  usual  (four  £eet,  eight  and  one-half  inches)  width, 
aadthe  work  was  vigorously  pushed,  reachbg  fanesville  in  1855  and  Fond  du  Lac  In  1858.  The 
Rock  River  Valley  Union  railroad  company  had,  however,  built  about  thirty  miles  from  Fond 
du  Lac  south  toward  Minnesota  Junction  before  the  consolidation  took  place.  The  partially 
graded  line  on  a  direct  route  between  Janes ville  and  Madison  was  abandoned.  In  1852  a  new 
doner  had  been  obtained,  and  the  Beloit  Sc  Madison  Railroad  Company  "  had  been  organised 
tohuHd  a  road  from  Beloit  ma  Janesville  to  Madison.  A  subsequent  amendment  to  this  charter 
lud  left  out  Janesville  as  a  point,  and  the  Beloit  branch  was  pushed  through  to  Madison,  reach- 
ing that  city  in  1864. 

The  "Galena  and  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company"  had  built  a  branch  of  the  Galena 
line  from  Belvedere  to  Beloit  previous  to  1854.  In  that  year,  it  leased  the  Beloit  &  Madison 
load,  and  from  1856  operated  it  in  connection  with  the  Milwaukee  Mississippi,  reaching  Janes- 
ville by  way  of  Hanover  Junction,  a  station  on  its  Southern  Wisconsin  branch,  eight  miles  west 
if  Janesville.  The  consolidation  of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  and  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  & 
Fond  du  Lac  companies  was  effected  and  approved  by  legislative  enactment  in  1855,  and  a  new 
orpoisation  called  the  **  (Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company  "  took  their  place. 

The  "Green  Bay,  Milwaukee  &  Chicago  Railroad  Company  "  was  chartered  in  1851  to  build 
a  road  from  Milwaukee  to  the  state  line  of  Illinois  to  connect  with  a  road  from  Chicago,  called 
the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  railroad.  Both  roads  were  completed  in  1855,  and  run  in  connection 
until  1863,  when  they  were  consoHdated  under  the  name  of  the  "Qiicago  &  Milwaukee  Railroad 
Costpany."  To  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Milwaukee  8c  St  Paul,  the  Chicaf^  8e 
Nofi9i«estem  secured  it  by  perpetual  lease,  May  2, 1866,  and  it  is  now  operated  as  its  Chicago 
division. 

The  "  Kenosha  &  Beloit  Railroad  Company  "  was  incorporated  in  1853  to  build  a  road  from 
Ceaoshalo  Beloit,  and  was  organized  soon  after  its  charter»was  obtained.  Its  name  was  after- 
wd  chained  to  the  **  Kenosha,  Rockford  8c  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company,"  and  its  route 
changed  to  run  to  Roc  kforJ  instead  of  Beloit.  The  line  starts  at  Kenosha,  and  runs  through  the 
tounty  of  Kenosha  and  crosses  the  state  line  near  the  village  of  Genoa  in  the  county  of  Wal- 
vorth,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  and  there  connects  with  a  road  in 
IHnois  running  to  Rockford,  and  with  which  it  consolidated.  Kenosha  and  its  citizens  were  the 
priadpal  subscribers  to  its  capital  stock.  The  company  issued  its  bonds,  secured  by  the  usual 
-ortgage  on  its  franchises  and  property.  Failing  to  pay  its  intorest,  the  mortgage  was foieclosed, 
and  the  road  was  sold  to  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  company  in  1863,  and  is  now  operated  by 
it  as  the  Kenosha  division.    The  line  was  constructed  from  Kenosha  to  Genoa  in  1862. 

The ''Northwestern  Union  Railway  Company  "was  organised  in  1872,  under  the  general  nH- 
road  law  of  die  state,  to  build  a  lipe  of  road  from  Milwaukee  to  Fond  du  Lac,  with  a  branch  to 
Lodi.  The  road  was  constructed  during  the  years  1872  and  1873  from  Milwaukee  to  Fond  du 
i^  The  Chicago  8c  Northwestern  company  were  principally  interested  in  its  being  built,  to 
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shorten  its  line  between  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  and  noir  oaea  it  as  its  main  through  linebetveea 

the  two  points. 

The  "  P.,Trnboo  Air-T,ine  Railroad  Company"  was  incorporated  in  1870,  to  build  a  roadfinn 
Madison,  Columbus,  or  Waterloo  via  Baraboo,  to  La  Crosse,  or  any  point  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  It  organized  in  the  interest  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  with  which  company  it  con- 
solidated, and  the  work  of  building  a  connecting  line  between  Madison  and  Winona  Junction 
was  vigorously  pushed  forward.  Lodi  was  reached  in  1S70.  Baraboo  in  1871,  and  Winona  Junc- 
tion in  1874.  The  ridges  between  Elroy  and  Sparta  were  tunneled  at  great  expense  and  with 
much  difficulty.  In  1874  the  company  rcpuried  an  expenditure  tor  its  three  tunnels  of 
$476,743.39,  and  for  the  139  i^io  miles  between  Madison  and  Winona  Junction  of  $5,342,169.96, 
and  a  large  expenditure  yet  required  to  be  made  on  it.  In  1867  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
company  bought  of  D.  N.  Harney  &:  Co.  their  interest  in  the  Winona  &  St.  Peters  railway,  a  line 
being  built  westerly  from  Winona  in  Minnesota,  and  of  which  one  hundred  and  five  miles  bad 
been  built  It  also  bought  of  the  same  parties  their  interest  in  the  La  Crosse,  Trempeatean  k 
Prescott  nulwqri  a  line  being  built  ftom  liininona  Junction,  three  miles  east  of  La  Crosse^  to 
Winona,  Minn.  The  latter  line  was  put  in  operation  in  1870,  and  is  twenty«nine  miles  long. 
With  the  completion  of  ii>  Madison  branch  to  Winona  junction,  in  1873,  it  had  in  operation  a 
line  from  Chicago,  via  .Madison  and  Winona,  to  Lake  Kampeska,  Minn.,  a  distance  of  six  hundied 
and  twenty-three  miles. 

In  the  year  1856  a  valuable  grant  of  land  was  made  by  congress  to  the  statO<tf  Wisconsin 
to  aid  in  the  con'^truction  of  railroads.  The  C'hicago,  St.  Paul  &  Fond  du  Lac  company  claimed 
that  tlie  grant  was  obtained  through  its  efforts,  and  that  of  right  it  should  have  the  northeastern 
grant,  so-called.  At  die  adjourned  sesnon  of  the  legislature  of  1856,  a  contest  over  the  dispo* 
sttion  of  the  grant  resulted  in  conferring  it  upon  the  "  Wisconsin  &  Superior  Railroad  Company," 
a  corporation  chartered  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  it  this  grant.  It  was  generally  believed 
at  the  time  that  the  new  company  was  organized  in  the  interest  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  & 
Fond  du  Lac  company,  and  at  the  subsequent  session,  in  the  following  year,  it  was  authorized  to 
consolidate  with  the  new  company,  which  it  did  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and  thus  obtained  the 
grant  of  3,840  acres  per  mile  along  its  entire  line,  from  Fond  dn  Lac  northerly  to  the  state  line 
between  Wisconsin  and  .Michigan.  It  extended  its  road  to  Oshkosh  in  1S59,  to  .^ppleton  in 
i86i,and  in  1.SO2  to  Fort  Howard,  forming  a  line  two  hundred  and  forty-two  miles  long.  The 
line  from  Foil  Howard  to  Escanaba,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  miles  long,  was  opened  in  Decem- 
ber, 1872,  and  made  a  cmtnection  with  the  peninsalar  railroad  of  Michigan.  It  now  became  a  part 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  extending  from  Escanaba  to  the  iron  mines,  and  thence  to 
T.ake  Superior  at  Marquette.  .\lbert  Keep,  of  Chicago,  is  president,  and  Marvin  Hughitt,  a 
gentleman  of  great  railroad  experience,  is  general  superintendent.  The  company  operates  five 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  miles  of  road  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  all  sixteen  hundred  and  sixteen  miles. 
Its  lines  extend  into  five  different  states.  Over  these  lines  its  equipment  is  run  in  commoui  or 
transferred  from  place  to  place,  as  the  changes  in  bcsiness  may  temporarily  require. 

Wisconsin  Central  Railroad. 

The  "  Milwaukee  &  Northern  Railway  Company  "  was  incorporated  in  1S70,  to  build  a  road 
from  Milwaukee  to  some  point  on  the  Fox  river  below  Winnebago  lake,  and  thence  to  l.«ike 
Superior,  with  branches.  It  completed  its  road  to  Menasha,  one  hundred  and  two  miles  from 
Milwaukee,  with  a  brandi  from  Hilbert  to  Green  Bay,  twenty-seven  miles,  in  1873,  and  in  thst 
vcar  leased  Us  line  to  the  '*  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Company,"  iriiich  is  still  operating  it.  In 
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1864  congress  made  a  grant  of  land  to  the  state  of  Wisconsin  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  raiU 
foad  from  Berlin,  Doty's  Island,  Fond  du  Lac,  or  Portage,  by  way  of  Stevens  Point,  to  Bayfield 
or  Superior,  gnmttng  the  odd  sectioBt  within  ten  miles  on  each  ride  of  the  line,  with  an  indem- 
nity limit  of  twenty  miles  on  each  ride.  The  legislatave  of  1865  &iled  to  dispose  of  this  grant, 
but  that  of  1866  provided  for  the  organization  of  two  companitl.  One  to  l)uild  from  Portage  City 
by  way  of  Berlin  to  Stevens  Point,  and  the  other  from  Menasha  to  the  same  point,  and  then 
jointly  to  Bayfield  and  Lake  Superior.  The  former  was  called  the  "Winnebago  and  Lake  Superior 
Kailroad  Company,"  and  the  latter  the  **  Portage  &  Superior  Railroad  Company."  In  1869  an  act 
vas  passed  consolidating  the  two  companies,  which  was  done  under  the  name  of  the  "  Portage, 
Winnebago  &  Superior  Railroad  Company."  In  187 1  the  name  of  the  company  was  chanj;cd  to 
the  "  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Company."  The  Winnebago  &  Lal(e  Superior  company  was 
organised  under  Hon.  George  Reed  as  prerident,  and  at  once  commenced  the  constmctioo  of  its 
line  of  road  between  Menasha  and  Stevens  Point.  -  In  1871  the  Wiiooosin  Central  consolidated 
with  the  "  Manitowoc  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company."  The  articles  of  consolidation  provided 
that  Gardner  Colby,  a  director  of  the  latter  company,  should  be  president,  and  that  George  Reed, 
a  director  of  the  former,  should  be  vice  president  of  the  new  organization;  with  a  further  provision 
that  Gardner  CcXby,  George  Reed,  and  Elijah  B.  Phillips  should  be  and  remain  its  executive 
,  committee. 

In  187  I,  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the  "  Phillips  and  Colby  Construction  Company," 
which  created  E.  H.  Phillips,  C.  L.  Colby,  Henry  Pratt,  and  such  others  as  they  might  associate 
with  them,  a  body  corporate,  with  authority  to  build  railroads  and  do  all  manner  of  things  relat- 
ing  to  rulroad  construction  and  operation.  Under  this  act  the  construction  company  contracted 
»nth  the  Wisconsin  Central  railroad  company,  to  build  its  line  of  road  from  Menasha  to  Lake 
Suiierior.  In  Xovember,  1S73.  the  Wisconsin  Central  leased  of  the  Milwaukee  &  Northern  com- 
pany its  line  of  road  extending  from  Schwartzburg  to  Menasha,  and  the  branch  to  Green  Bay,  for 
the  term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  also  acquired  the  rights  of  the  latter  com- 
paajr  to  use  the  track  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St  Paul  company  between  Schwartsbuigand 
Milwaukee,  and  to  depot  facilities  in  Milwaukee.  The  construction  of  the  land  grant  portion 
r  this  important  line  of  road  was  commenced  in  1871,  and  it  was  completed  to  Stevens  Point  in 
November  of  that  year.  It  was  built  from  Stevens  Point  north  one  hundred  miles  to  Worcester 
in  1872.  During  1S72  and  1873,  it  was  built  from  Ashland  south  to  the  Penokaiion  ridge,  adis- 
tince  of  thirtjr  miles.  The  straight  line  between  Portage  City  and  Stevens  Point,  atttborised  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1875,  was  constructed  between  October  i,  1875,  and  October,  1876, 
MTven  y-one  miles  in  length.  The  gap  of  forty-two  miles  between  Worcester  and  Penoka  iron 
ndgc  was  closed  in  June,  1877.  E.  B.  Phillips,  of  Milwaukee,  is  president  and  general  manager. 
I  This  line  of  road  passes  through  a  section  of  our  state  hitherto  unsettled.  It  has  been  pushed 
thnm^  with  energy,  and  opened  up  for  settlement  an  immense  region  <ii  heavily  timbered  land, 
sod  thus  contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  state. 

The  Wf.stkkn  Union  Railroad. 

The  '*  Racine,  Janesvillc  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  "  was  chartered  in  1852,10  build 
stoad  from  Racine  to  Beloit,  and  was  organized  tlic  same  year.  The  city  of  Racine  issued  its 
bonds  for  $300,000  in  payment  for  that  amount  of  stock.  The  towns  of  Racme,  Elkhom,  Dele- 
van  and  Beloit  gave  $190,000,  and  issued  their  bonds,  and  iarmers  along  the  line  made  liberal 
subscriptions  and  secured  the  same  by  mortgages  on  their  farms.  The  road  was  built  to  Burling- 
ton in  1855,  to  Delavan  early  in  1856,  and  to  Beloit,  sixty-eight  miles  from  Racine,  during  the 
same  year.   Failing  to  meet  the  interest  on  its  bonds  and  its  floating  indebtedness,  it  was  sur- 
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.  rendered  by  the  company  to  the  bond-holders  in  1859,  who  completed  it  to  Freeport  during  tiut 
.  year,  and  afterward  built  to  the  Mississippi  river  at  S«vannah,  and  thence  to  Rock  Island.  The 
.  bond-holders  purchased  and  sold  the  road  in  1866,  and  a  new  organization  was  had  as  the  "  West- 
ern Union  Railroad  Company."  and  it  has  since  been  operated  under  that  name.    In  1869, 
built  a  line  from  Elkhorn  to  Eagle,  seventeen  miles,  and  thus  made  a  connection  with  Milwau- 
kee over  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  line.    The  latter  company  owns  a  controlling 
-interest  it  it&  line*  Alexander  Mitchell  is  the  president  of  the  company,  and  D.  A.  Olin,  fl 
.Senend  sttperintenddit 

WasT  WiscoKSTN  Railroad.  | 

.      .       .  1 

The  lands  granted  by  congress  in  1856  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  m  Wisconsin,  j 
nom  Tomah  to  Superior  and  Bayfield,  were  disposed  of  as  mentioned  under  the  history  cf  die  \ 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  company.   The  La  Crosse  company,  as  we  have  seen,  prevailed  ia  | 

the  legislature  of  1856,  and  secured  legislation  favorable  to  its  interests;  but  it  failed  to  build  the  , 
•line  of  road  provided  for,  and  forfeited  its  right  to  lands  granted.    In  1863,  the  "  Tomah  &  I>ake 
St.  Croix  Railroad  Company  "  was  incorporated,  with  authority  to  construct  a  railroad  from  some 
point  in  the  town  of  Tomah  in  Monroe  county,  to  such  point  on  Lake  St  CrouCf  between  town> 
ships  »$  and  31  as  the  directors  mi|^t  determine.  To  the  company,  by  the  act  creating  it,  was 
granted  all  the  interest  and  estate  of  this  state,  to  so  much  of  the  lands  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  known  as  the  St.  Croix  grant,  as  lay  between  Tomah  and  Lake 
St.  Croix.    A  few  months  after  its  organization,  the  company  passed  substantially  into  the  hands 
of  D;  A.  Baldwin  and  Jacob  Humbird,  who  afterward  built  a  line  of  road  from  Tomah,  nw  Black 
River  Falls,  and  Ban  Claire  to  Hudson,  on  Lake  St.  Croix,  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  miles. 
Its  name  was  afterward  changed  to  the  "West  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company."    In  1S73,  it  built 
its  road  from  Warren's   Mills  vt'a  Camp  Douglass,  on  the  St.  Paul  road  to  Elroy,  and  took  up  its 
track  from  the  first-named  place,  twelve  miles,  to  Tomah.    A  law-suit  resulted,  which  wenlagainst 
the  railroad  company,  and  the  matter  was  finally  Compromised  by  the  payment  of  asum  of  money 
by  the  company  to  the  town  of  Tomah.   The  road  was  built  through  a  new  and  sparsely  settled 
country,  and  its  earnings  have  not  been  sufficient  to  enrich  its  stock-holders.    It  connects  at 
Camp  Douglass  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road,  and  at  Elroy  with  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  railway  company's  line,  which  gives  the  latter  a  through  line  to  St.  Paul.    It  is 
Operated  in  connection  with  the  Chicago  Be  Northwestern  railway,  and  managed  in  its  interest 
It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Wm.  H.  Ferry,  of  Chicago,  as  receiver;  H.  H.  Potter,  of  Chtcago>  as 
president^;  and  £.  W.  Winter,  of  Hudson,  superintendent. 

The  Milwaukee.  Lake  Shore  &  Westfrn  Railway. 

In  1870,  the  "  Mihvaukcc,  Manitowoc  &  Green  Bay  Railroad  Company  "  was  chartered  to 
build  a  road  from  Milwaukee  to  Green  Bay  by  way  of  Manitowoc.  It  built  its  line  from  Mil- 
waukee to  Manitowoc  in  1873,  when  its  name  was  changed  to  Milwaukee^  Lake  Shore  &  West* 
cm  Railroad  Company."  Under  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  it  was  sold  Dec  10, 1875,  and  i|s  name 
was  changed  to  **  Milwaukee,  l>ake  Shore  &  Western  Railway  Company,**  by  which  name  it  is 
still  known. 

In  1866,  the  "  .^ppleton  &  New  London  Railroad  Company"  was  incorporated  to  build  a 
road  from  Appleton  to  New  London,  and  thence  to  Lake  Superior.  A  subsequent  amendment 
to  its  charter  authorized  it  to  extend  its  road  to  Manitowoc.  It  built  most  of  the  line  from 
Appleton  to  that  ci^,  and  then*  under  legislative  authority,  sold  this  extension  to  the  Milwau* 
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kee,  Lake  Shore -&  WesterA  I'ailroad  company.  The  last-ttamed  conipahy' extended  if  to  Neir 
London,  on  the  Wolf  river,  twenty-one  miles,  in  1876,  where  it.coiinects  with  the  Green  Bay  ft 
Minnesota  road.  It  now  operates  one  hundred  and  forty-six  oiiles  of  road,  extending  from  Mil- 
waukee to  New  London,  passing  through  Sheboygan,  Manitowoc  and  Appleton,  which  includes 
a  branch  line  six  miles  in  length  from  Manitowoc  to  i'wo  Rivers.  F.  W.  Rhinelander,  of  New 
York,  is  its  pteudent,  and  H.  G.  H.  Reed,  of  Ifilwankee,  superintendent. 

TUB  GsBBw  Bay  ft  Minnbsota  Railroad. 

The  line  of  road  operated  by  th^^s  company  extends  from  Fort  Howard  to  the  Mississippi 

rivLT,  opposite  Winona,  Minnesota.  It  is  two  hundred  and  sixteen  miles  in  length,  and  was 
built  through  a  s])arsely  settled  and  heavily  timbered  section  of  the  state.  It  began  under  most 
discouraging  circumstajnces,  yet  was  pushed  through  by  the  energy  oi  a  few  men  at  Green  Bay 
and  along  its  line.  It  was  originallj  chartered  in  1866  as  the  "Green  Bay  ft  Lake  Pepin  RaiU 
road  Company  "  to  build  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fox  river  near  Green  Bay  to  the  Missis- 
si|ipi  river  opposite  Winona.  But  little  was  done  except  the  making  of  preliminriry  surveys  in 
1870./  During  1870  and  1S71,  forty  miles  were  constructed  and  put  in  operation.  In  187?,' one 
hundred  and  fourteen  miles  were  graded,  the  track  laid,  and  the  river  reached,  sixty-two  miles 
farther,  in  1873.  In  1876,  it  acquired  the  rig^tto  use  the  Winona  cut-off"  between  Winona 
and  Onalaska,  and  built  a  line  from  the  latter  point  to  La  Crosse,  seven  miles,  thus  connecting  its 
road  with  the  chief  city  of  Wisconsin  on  the  Mississippi  river.  The  city  of  La  Crosse  aided  this 
extension  by  subscribing  $75,000  and  giving  its  corporation  bonds  for  that  amount.  Henry 
Relcham,  of  New. London,  is  president  of  the  company,  and  D.  M.  Kelly,  of  Green  Bay,  gen- 
eral manager. 

Wtsf:oM8iN  Valley  Road. 

The  "Wisconsin  Valley  Railroad  Company  "  was  incorporated  in  187 1  to  build  a  road  from 
a  point  on  or  near  the  line  of  the  Milwaukee  ft  La  Crosse  railroadf  between  Kilbonm  City  and 
the  tunnel  in  said  road  to  the  village  of  Wausau,  in  the  county  of  Marathon,  and  the  road  to  pass 
not  more  than  one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  Grand  Ra])ids,  in  the  county  of  Wood.  The  road 
WIS  commenced  at  Tomah,  and  graded  to  Centralia  in  1872,  and  opened  to  that  village  in  1873, 
and  during  1874  it  was  completed  to  Wausau,  ninety  miles  in  its  whole  length.  Boston  capitalists 
famished  tike  money,  and  it  is  controlled  in  the  interest  of  the  Dubuque  ft  Minnesota  railroad, 
duough  which  the  equipment  was  procured.  The  lumber  reipons  of  the  Wisconsin  river  find  an 
outlet  over  it,  and  its  junction  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road  at  Tomah  enables 
a  connection  with  the  railroads  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  It  gives  the  people  of  Muraihon  county 
an  outlet  long  needed  for  a  large  lumber  traffic,  and  also  enables  ihtm  to  receive  their  goods  .and 
npplies  of  various  kinds  for  the  lumbering  region  tributary  to  Wausau.  James  F.  Joy,  of 
Dettoit,  is  president,  and  F.  0.  Wyatt,  superintendent 

Sheboygan  &  Fond  du  Lac  Railroad. 

The  "Sheboygan  &  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  "  was  incorporated  in  1852,  to  build  a 
road  from  Sheboygan  to  the  Mississippi  river.  It  was  completed  from  Sheboygan  to  Plymouth 
m  1858,  to  Glenbeulah  in  i860,  to  Fond  du  Lac  in  1868,  and  to  Prinoieton  in  187a.    The  extension 

from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Princeton  was  built  under  authority  of  an  act  passed  in  187 1. 

Under  a  foreclosure  in  1861  the  line  from  Sheboygan  to  Fonddu  Lac  was  sold,  and  the  name 
of  the  company  changed  to  "Sheboygan  &  Fond  du  Lac  Railroad  Company."    The  length  of 
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the  line  h  seventy-eight  miles»  and  it  passes  throu^  a  fertOe  agricultural  country.  The  city  of 
Sheboygan,  county,  city  and  town  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  the  towns  of  Riverdale,  R^ont  BfOoUjra, 
Princeton,  and  St.  Marie,  aided  in  its  building  to  an  amount  exceeding  ^50^000^  D.  L.  Wdb 
is  president,  and  Geo.  P.  Lee,  superindendent. 

The  Mineral  Point  Railroad. 

The  "Mineral  Point  Railroad  Company  "  was  chartered  in  1852, to  build  a  road  from  Mineral 
Point,  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  to  the  state  line,  in  township  number  one,  in  either  the  county  of 
Green  or  La  Fayette.    It  was  completed  to  Warren,  in  the  sute  of  Illinois,  thirty-two  miles,  in 

1855,  making  a  connection  at  that  point  with  the  Illinois  Central,  running  from  Chicago  to  Galena. 
Iowa  county  loaned  its  credit  and  issued  its  bonds  to  aid  in  its  construction.  It  vas  sold  under 
foreclosure  in  1856.  Suits  were  brought  against  Iowa  county  to  collect  the  amouni  of  its  bonds, 
and  judgment  obtained  in  the  federal  courts.  Much  litigation  has  been  had,  and  ill  feeling 
engendered,  the  supervisors  of  the  county  having  been  arrested  for  contempt  of  the  decree  of 
the  qpurt.  Geo.  W.  Cobb,  of  Mineral  Point,  is  the  general  manager. 

The  Dubuque,  Platteville  &  Milwaukee  railroad  was  completed  in  July,  1870,  and  extends 
from  Calamine,  a  point  on  the  Mineral  Point  railroad,  to  the  village  of  Platteville,  eighteen  miles, 
and  is  operated  by  the  Mineral  Point  railroad  company 

Madison  9c  Poktaos  Railroad. 

The  legislature  of  1855  chartered  the  "  Sugar  River  Valley  Railroad  Company  "  to  build  a  road 
from  a  point  on  the  north  side  of  the  line  of  the  Southern  Wisconsin  road,  within  the  limits  of 
Green  county,  to  D»yton,  on  the  Sugar  river.  In  1857  it  was  authorized  to  build  south  to  the  sute 

line,  and  make  its  northern  terminus  at  Madison.  In  1861  it  was  authorized  to  build  from  Madi- 
son to  Portage  City,  and  from  Columbus  to  Portage  City,  and  so  much  of  the  land  grant  act  of 

1856,  as  related  to  the  building  of  the  road  from  Madison,  and  from  Columbus  to  Portage  City, 
was  Annulled  and  repealed,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  that  were  conferred  upon  the  LaCrosse 
company  were  given  to  the  Sugar  River  Valley  railroad  company,  and  the  portion  of  the  land 
grant,  applicable  to  the  lines  mentioned,  was  conferred  upon  the  last  named  company.  Under 
this  legislation  about  twenty  miles  of  the  line  between  Madison  and  Portage  were  graded,  and 
the  right  of  way  secured  for  about  thirty  of  the  thirty-nine  miles.  The  La  Crosse  company  had 
done  considerable  grading  before  its  right  was  annulled.  In  1866  the  company  was  relieved 
from  constructing  the  road  from  Columbus  to  Portage  City.  In  1870  the  purchasers <tf  that  part 
of  the  Sugar  River  Valley  railroad  lying  between  Madison  and  Portage  City  were  incorporated 
as  the  "  Madison  &  Portage  Railroad  Company,"  and  to  share  all  the  rights,  grants,  etc.,  that 
were  conferred  upon  the  Sugar  River  railroad  company  by  its  charter,  and  amendments  tiwreto, 
so  far  as  related  to  that  portion  of  the  line. 

Previous  to  this  time,  in  1864  and  1865,  judpnents  had  been  obtained  against  the  Sugar 
River  Valley  company ;  and  its  right  of  way,  grading  and  depot  grounds  sold  for  a  small  sum. 
James  Campbell,  who  had  been  a  contractor  with  the  Sugar  River  Valley  company,  with  others, 
became  the  purchasers,  and  organized  under  the  act  of  1870,  and,  during  the  year  1871,  com- 
pleted it  between  Madison  and  Portage  City,  and  in  March,  1871,  leased  it  to  the  Milwaukee  ft 
St.  Paul  company,  and  it  is  still  operated  by  that  corporation.  In  1S71  the  Madison  &  Portage 
company  was  authorized  to  extend  its  road  south  to  the  Illinois  state  line,  and  north  from 
Portage  City  to  Lake  Winnebago.   The  same  year  it  was  consolidated  with  the  "  Rockford  Central 
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Railroad  C;om{iany,"  of  Illinois,  and  its  name  changed  to  the  "Chicago  ilv:  Superior  Rnilroad 
Company,"  but  still  retains  its  own  organization.  The  Madison  &  Tortage  railroad  company 
rlttns  a  share  in  the  lands  granted  by  acts  of  congress  in  1856,  and  have  conunenced  proceed- 
up  to  asMft  its  claim,  which  case  is  still  i»ending  in  the  federal  courts. 

North  Wisconsin  Railroad. 

The  "North  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company"  was  incorporated  in  1869,  to  iniild  a  road  from 
Lake  St.  Croix,  or  river,  to  Bay5eld  on  Lake  Superior.  The  grant  of  land  by  congress  in  1856,  to 
aid  in  building  a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Bayfield  on  Lake  Superior,  under  the  decision  of 
the  federal  court,  was  yet  at  the  disposal  of  the  state.  This  company,  in  187 1,  built  a  short 
section  of  its  line  of  road,  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  grant.  In  1873,  the  grant  was 
conferred  upon  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  company,  but  under  the  terms  and  restrictions  con- 
taioed  in  the  act,  it  declined  to  accept  it.  The  legislature  of  1874  gave  it  to  the  North  Wiscon- 
»a  company,  and  it  has  built  forty  miles  its  load,  and  received  the  lands  pertaining  thereto. 
Since  1876,  it  has  not  completed  any  part  of  its  line,  but  is  trying  to  construct  twenty  miles 
during  the  present  year.  The  company  is  authorized  to  construct  a  road  both  to  Superior  and 
to  Bayfield,  but  the  act  granting  the  lands  confers  that  [jortion  from  Superior  to  the  intersection 
of  the  line  to  Bayfield  upon  the  Chicago  &  North  Pacific  air-line  railroad.  This  last- named 
company  have  projected  a  line  from  Chicago  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  and  axe  the 
owners  of  an  old  grade  made  through  Walworth  and  Jefferson  counties,  by  a  company  chartered 
in  1853  as  the  "Wisconsin  Central,"  to  build  a  road  from  Portage  City  to  Geneva,  in  the  county 
of  Walworth.  The  latter  company  had  als  >  graded  its  line  between  Oeneva  and  the  state  Hne 
01  Illinois,  This  grade  was  afterward  appropriated  by  the  Chicago  Northwestern,  and  over  it 
they  now  operate  their  line  from  Chicago  to  Geneva. 

Prairib  dv  Chibn  &  McGriooii  Railroad. 

This  is  a  Une.two  miles.in  length,  connecting  Ppdrie  du  Chien  in  Wisconsin,  with  McGregor 
ia  Iowa.  It  is  owned  and  operated  by  John  Lawler,  of  the  latter<named  place.  It  extends  across 

both  channels  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  an  intervening  island.  The  railroad  bridge  consists 
ot  substantial  piling,  except  a  jjontouii  draw  across  each  navigable  channel.  Each  [Xintoon  is  four 
riandred  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide,  provided  with  suitable  machinery  and  operated  by  steam 
power.  Mr.  Lawler  has  secured  a  patent  on  his  invention  of  the  pontoon  draw  for  railroad 
bridges.  His  line  was  put  in  operation  in  April,  1874. 

Th£  Chippewa  Falls  &  Western  Railroad. 

This  road  was  Ij  :ik  in  1874,  by  a  company  organized  under  the  general  law  of  the  state.  It 
13  eleven  miles  in  lengtti,  and  connects  tlie  **  Falls  "  with  the  West  Wisconsin  line  at  Eau  Claire. 
It  was  constructed  by  the  energetic  business  men  and  capitalists  of  Cliippewa  Falls,  to  afford  an 
oudet  fax  the  great  lumber  and  other  interests  of  that  thriving  and  prosperous  dty.  The  road 
is  subsiaotially  bu^l^  and  the  track  laid  with  steel  rails. 

Narrow  Gauge  Railroads. 

The  "Galena  &  Southern  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company"  was  incorporated  in  1857.  Under 
its  chsiter,  a  number  of  capitalisu  of  the  city  of  Galena,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  commenced. 
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the  construction  of  a  narrow  (three  feet)  gauge  road,  running  from  that  city  to  Platteville,  thirty- 
one  miles  in  length,  twenty  miles  in  Wisconsin.  It  runs  through  a  part  of  La  Fayette  county  to 
Flattievtlle,  in  Gfant  county,  and  was  completed  to  the  latter  point  in  1875.  Surveys  are  bdng 
made  fur  an  extension  to-WingviUe,  in  Grant  coun^.    .  . 

The  ''Fond  da  Lac,  Amhoy  <S:  Peoria  Railway  Company  "  was  organized  under  the  general 
law  of  the  state,  in  1874,  to  luiild  a  narrow  gauge  road  from  the  city  of  Fond  du  Lac  to  the  so  ;th 
line  of  the  state  in  the  county  of  Walworth  or  Rock,  and  it  declared  its  intention  to  consulidatc 
with  a  company  in  Illinois  that  had  projected  a  line  of  railroad  from  Peoria,  tn  Illinois,  to  the  south 
line  of  the  state  of  V^sconsin.  The  road  is  constructed  and  in  operation  from  Fond  du  Lac  to 
Iron  Ridge,  a  point  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway,  twenty>nine  miles  from  Fond 
du  Lac. 

The  "  Pine  River  &  Steven's  Point  Railroad  Company  "  was  organized  by  the  enterprising  j 
dtisens  of  Richland  Center,  and  has  built  a  narrow  gauge  ibad  from  Lone  Rock,  a  point  on  the  1 

Ch:<  i}4o,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road,  in  Richland  county,  to  Richland  Center,  sixteen  miles  in  ^ 
length.    Its  track  is  laid  with  wooden  rails,  and  it  is  operated  successfully. 

The  "  Chicago  &  Tomah  Railroad  Company  "  organized  under  the  general  railroad  law  of 
the  state,  in  1872,  to  construct  a  narrow  gauge  road  from  Chicago,  in  IlUnois,  to  the  city  of 
Tomah,  in  Wisconsin.  Its  president  and  active  manager  is  D.  R.  Williams,  of  Clermont,  lova. 
and  its  secretary  is  L.  M.  Culver,  of  Wauzeka.  It  has  graded  about  forty-five  miles,  extending 
from  Wauzeka  up  the  valley  of  tht:  KLickapoo  river,  in  Crawford  county,  Wisconsin.  It  expecs  j 
to  have  fifty-four  miles  in  operation,  to  Bloomingdale,  in  Vernon  county,  the  present  year  (187;). 
The  foiling  stock  is  guaranteed,  and  the  president  is  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the  ima. 
South  of  Wauzeka  the  line  is  located  to  Belmont,  in  Iowa  county.  At  Wauaeka  it  will  connect 
with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  line. 

The  public-spirited  citizens  of  Necedah,  in  Juneau  county,  have  organized  under  the  genera!  1 
law  of  the  state,  and  graded  a  road-bed  from  their  village  to  New  Lisbon,  on  the  Chicago,  Mil-  ' 
wankee  &  St.  Paul  company's  line.  The  latter  company  furnish  and  lay  the  iron,  and  will  j 
operate  the  load.  It  is  thirteen  miles  in  length. 

Conclusion. 

The  railroads  of  Wisconsin  have  grown  up  under  the  requirements  of  the  several  localito 
that  have  planm-d  and  commenced  their  construction,  and  without  regard  to  any  genera! 
system.  Frequently  the  work  of  construction  was  begun  before  adequate  means  were  provided, 
and  bankruptcy  overtook  the  roads  in  their  early  stages.  The  consolidation  of  the  various 
companies,  as  in  the  cases  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern, 
and  others,  has  been  effected  to  give  through  lines  and  the  public  greater  facilities,  as  well  as  to 
introduce  economy  in  management  .\t  times  the  people  have  l)ecome  apprehensive,  and  by  legisla- 
tive action  prohibited  railroads  from  consolidating,  and  have  sought  to  control  and  break  down 
the  power  of  these  corporations  and  to  harmonize  the  interests  of  the  companies  and  the 
public.  The  act  of  1874,  called  the  "Potter  law,'*  was  the  assertion,  by  the legidative  power  of 
the  state,  of  its  right  to  control  corporations  created  by  itself, .^nd  limit  the  rates  at  which  freight 
and  passengers  sliould  l)c  rarrietl.  After  a  long  and  expensive  contest,  carried  through  the  state 
and  federal  courts,  this  right  has  been  established,  being  finally  settled  by  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  Stales. 

Quite  all  the  railroads  of  Wisconsin  have  been  built  with  foreign  capital.  The  plan  pnraaed 
after  an  organization  was  effected,  was  to.  obtain  stock. subscriptions  from  those  ironiediateljr 
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interested  in  the  enterprise,  procure  the  aid  of  counties  and  municipalities,  and  then  allure  the 
fumef^  with  the  prospect  of  joint  ownership  i|i  nilroads,  to  sabseribe  for  stock  and  mortgftge 
tiidr  iaims  to  secure  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions.  Then  the  whole  line  was  bonded  and 
a  mortage  executed.  The  bonds  and  mortgages  thus  obtained,  were  taken  to  the  money 
centers  of  New  York.  London,  Amsterdam  and  other  places,  and  sold,  or  hypothecated  to 
obtain  the  money  with  which  to  prosecute  the  work.  The  bonds  and  mortgages  were  made  to 
draw  a  high  rate  of  interest,  and  the  earnings  of  these  new  roadsi  through  unsettled  localities,, 
were  insufficient  to  pay  more  than  running  and  incidental  expenses,  and  frequently  fell  short  of 
that.  Default  occurring  in  the  payment  of  interest,  the  mortgages  were  foreclosed  and  the 
property  passed  into  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  foreign  capitalists.  Such  lias  b«en  the 
history  of  most  of  the  nilxoads  <ff  oar  state.  The  total  number  of  farm  mortgages  given  has 
been  ^jBSt  amounting  to  |4(079>433;  town,  county  and  municipal  bonds,  amounting  to 
1(^101,652.  The  total  cost  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  state,  as  given  by  the  railroad  commissioner 
in  his  report  for  1876.  has  been  $98,343,453.67.  This  vast  sum  is,  no  doubt,  greatly  in  excess  of 
what  the  cost  should  have  been,  but  the  roads  have  proved  uf  immense  benefit  in  the  develop- 
Doitof  the  material  resources  of  the  .state. 

Other  lines  axe  needed  through  sectbns  not  yet  traversed  by  the  iron  steed,  and  present 
lines  should  be  extended  by  branch  roads.  The  questions  upo.i  which  great  issues  were  raised 
between  the  railway  corporations  and  the  people,  are  now  happily  settled  by  securing  to  the  latter 
their  rights;  and  the  former,  under  the  wise  and  conciliatory  2>ulicy  pursued  by  their  managers, 
are  assured  of  the  safety  of  theur  investments.  An  era  of  good  feeling  has  succeeded  one  of 
distrust  and  antagonism.  The  people  must  use  the  railroads,  and  the  railroads  depend  upon  the 
people  for  sustenance  and  protection.  This  mutuality  of  interest,  when  fully  recognised  on  both 
ndes,  will  result  in  giving  to  capital  a  fair  return  and  to  labor  its  just  reward. 

.  LUMBER  MANUFACTURE. 

Bv  W.  B.  JUDSON. 

Foremost  among  the  industries  of  Wisconsin  is  that  of  manufacturing  lumber.  Very  much 
of  the  importance  to  which  the  state  has  attained  is  doe  to  the  development  of  its  forest  weal^ 
In  .America,  agriculture  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  the  primary  and  most  important 
interest;  but  no  nation  can  subsist  upon  agriculture  alone.  While  the  broad  prairies  of  Illinois 
isd  Iowa  are  rich  with  a  fertile  and  productive  soil,  the  hills  and  valleys  of  northern  Wisconsin 
lie  clothed  with  a  wealth  of  timber  that  has  given  birth  to  a  great  manufacturing  ■  mterest,  which 
employs  millions  of  capitat  and. thousands  of  roentSnd  has  peopled  the  northern  wilds  with 
Mergetic,  prosperous  communities,  built  up  enterprising  cities,  and  crossed  the  state  with  a  net- 
work of  railways  which  furnish  outlets  for  its  productions  and  inlets  for  the  new  populations 
vhich  are  ever  seeking  for  homes  and  employment  neansr  to  the  setting  son. 

If  a  line  be  drawn  upon- the  state-  map;  from  Green  Bay  westward  through  Stevens  Point,  ^ 
to  where  it  would  naturally  strike  the  Mississippi  river,  it  will  be  below  the  southern  boundary.  <^ 
the  pine  timber  regions,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  district  drained  by  the  Yellow  river,  a 
tributary  of  the  Wisconsin,  drawing  its  timber  chielly  from  VVood  and  Juneau  counties.  The 
territory  north  of  this  imaginary  line  covers  an  area  a-  little  greater  tlum  one  half  of  the  Mate. 
The  pine  timbered  land  is  found-  in  belts  or  ridges,  interspersed  with  prairie  openings,  patches 
of  hardwood  and  hemlock,  and  drained  by  numerous  water-courses.    No  less  than  seven  Urte 
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riTCn  trav;*rf;e  this  northern  section,  and,  with  their  numerous  tributaries,  penetrate  every  coimtj'; 
aflbrding  facilities  for  floating  the  logs  to  the  mills,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  power  to  rut  them 
into  lumber.  This  does  not  include  the  St.  Croix,  which  forms  the  greater  portion  of  the 
bouadarjr  line  betireen  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  and,  hy  means  of  its  tributaries,  draws  the  moit 
and  best  of  its  pine  from  the  former  state.  These  streams  divide  the  territory,  as  far  as  /umbering 
is  concerned,  into  six  separate  and  distinct  districts  :  The  Green  bay  shore,  whici  includes  thi- 
Wisconsin  side  of  the  Menomonee,  the  Peshtigo  and  Oconto  rivers,  with  a  number  of  creeks 
which  flow  into  the  bay  between  the  mouths  of  the  Oconto  and  Fox  rivers ;  the  Wolf  river 
district;  the  Wisconsin  river,  including  the  YeUow,  as  before  mentioned;  the  Black  river;  die 
Chippewa  and  Red  Cedar ;  and  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  St.  Croix. 

Beginning  with  the  oldest  of  these,  the  (Ireen  bay  shore,  a  brief  description  of  each  will  be 
attempted.    The  first  saw-mill  built  in  the  state,  of  which  there  is  now  any  knowledge,  was  put  in 
operation  in  1S09,  in  Brown  county,  two  or  three  miles  east  from  Depere,  on  a  little  stream  whicii 
was  known  as  East  river.    It  was  built  by  Jacob  Franks,  but  probably  was  a  very  small  affiur. 
Of  its  machinery  or  capacity  for  sawing,  no  history  has  been  recorded,  and  it  is  not  within  die 
memory  of  any  inhibttant  of  to-day.     In  1829,  John  P.  Arndt,  of  Cireen  Bay,  built  a  water* 
power  mill  on  the  Pensaukee  river  at  a  point  where  the  town  of  Big  Suamico  now  stands.  In 
1834,  a  mill  was  built  on  the  Wisconsin  side  of  the  Menomonee,  and,  two  years  later,  one  at 
Peshtigo.   Lumber  was  first  shipped  to  market  from  this  district  in  1834,  which  must  be  tenaed 
the  beginning  of  lumbering  operations  on  the  bay  shore.    The  lands  drained  by  the  streams 
which  flow  into  Green  bay  are  located  in  Shawano  and  Oconto  counties,  the  latter  being  the 
largest  in  the  state.    In  i!^47,  Willard  Lamb,  of  Green  Bay,  made  the  first  sawed  pine  shingles  in 
that  district ;  they  were  sold  to  the  Galena  railroad  company  for  use  on  depot  buildings,  and 
were  the  first  of  the  kind  sold  in  Chicago.   Subsequently  Green  Bay  became  one  of  the  greatest 
points  for  the  manufacture  of  such  shinies  in  the  world.     The  shores  of  the  bay  are  low,  and 
gradually  change  from  marsh  to  swamp,  then  to  level  dry  land,  and  finally  become  broken  .md 
mountainous  to  the  northward.    The  pine  is  in  dense  groves  that  crowd  closely  upon  the  swamps, 
skirting  the  bay,  and  reach  far  back  among  the  hills  of  the  interior.    The  Peshtigo  flows  miu  the 
bay  about  ten  miles  south  of  the  Menomonee,  and  takes  its  rise  far  back  in  Oconto  county,  nesr 
to  the  tatter's  southern  tributaries.    It  is  counted  a  good  logging  stream,  its  annual  product 
being  from  40,000.000  to  60,000,000  feet.     The  timber  is  of  a  rather  coarse  qu.ility.  running  but 
a  small  percentage  to  what  the  lumbermen  term  "uppers."     .\bout  ten  per  cent,  is  what  is 
known  as  Norway  pine.     Of  the  whole  amount  of  timber  tributary  to  the  Peshtigo,  probably 
about  one  third  has  been  cut  off  to  this  date.  The  remainder  will  not  average  of  as  good  quality, 
and  only  a  limited  portion  of  the  land  is  of  any  value  for  agricultural  purposes  after  being  cleared 
of  the  pine.    There  are  only  two  milts  on  this  stream, both  being  owned  by  one  company.  The 
Oconto  is  one  of  the  most  important  streams  in  the  district.      The  first  saw-mill  was  buiit 
on  its  banks  about  the  year  1840,  though  the  first  lumbering  operations  of  any  account  were 
begun  in  1845  by  David  Jones.    The  business  was  conducted  quite  moderately  until  1S56, 
in  which  year  several  mills  were  built,  and  from  that  date  Oconto  has  been  known  as  quite 
an  extensive  lumber  manufacturing  point.     The  timber  tributary  to  this  stream  has  been  of 
the  best  quality  found  in  the  state.      Lumber  cut  from  it  has  been  known   to  yield  the 
extraordinarily  high  average  of  fifty  and  sixty  per  cent,  uppers.     The  timber  now  being  cut 
will  not  average  more  than  half  that.  The  proportion  of  Norway  is  about  five  per  cent.    It  is 
estimated  that  from  three  fourths  to  four  fifths  of  the  timber  tributary  to  the  Oconto  has  been 
cut  away,  but  it  will  require  a  much  longer  time  to  convert  the  balance  into  lumlier  than  was 
necessary  to  cut  its  equivalent  in  amount,  owing  to  its  remote  location.    The  annual  production 
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of  pine  lumber  nt  Oconto  is  from  50,000,000  to  65,000,000  feet.  The  whole  production  of  the 
district,  exclusive  of  the  timber  which  is  put  into  the  Menomonee  from  Wisconsin,  is  about 
140,000,000  feet  annually. 

The  Wolf  river  and  its  tributaries  conttitute  the  next  district,  proceeding  westward.  The 

first  saw  logs  cut  on  this  stream  for  commercial  purposes  were  floated  to  the  government  mill  at 

Neenah  in  1835.  In  1842.  Samuel  Famsworth  erected  the  first  saw-mil!  on  the  upper  Wolf 
near  the  location  of  the  ])rt-scnt  village  of  Shawano,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  sent  the  first 
raft  of  lumber  down  the  Wolf  to  Oshkosh.  This  river  aUo  rises  in  Oconto  county,  but  flows  in 
a  toatberiy  direction,  and  enters  Winnebago  lake  at  Oshkosh.  Its  pineries  have  been  very  exten- 
sive, but  the  drain  upon  them  within  the  past  decade  has  told  with  greater  effect  than  upon  any 
other  district  in  the  state.  The  quality  of  the  timber  is  very  fine,  and  the  land  is  considered  good 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  is  being  occupied  upon  the  lines  of  the  different  railways  which 
cross  it.  The  upper  waters  of  the  W.olf  are  rapid,  ^nd  have  a  comparatively  steady  flow,  which 
renders  it  a  very  good  stream  for  driving  logs.  Upon  the  upper  river,  the  land  is  quite  rolling 
and  about  the  head-waters  is  almost  mountainous.  The  pine  timber  that  remains  in  this  'li^ 
trict  is  high  up  on  the  main  river  and  branches,  and  will  bst  but  a  few  years  loncer.  A  few  years 
i:;o  the  .innual  product  amounted  to  upward  of  250,000,000  ftet ;  in  1876  it  was  ijS,ooo,ooo. 
i  he  principal  manufacturmg  points  are  Oshkosh  and  Fond  du  Lac  ;  the  former  has  21  mills,  and 
die  latter  xo. 

Next  comes  the  Wisconsin,  the  longest  and  most  crooked  river  in  the  state.  It  rises  in  the 
extreme  northern  sections,  and  its  general  course  is  southerly  until,  at  Portage  City,  it  makes  a 
gand  sweep  to  the  westward  and  unites  with  the  Mississippi  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  It  has  numer- 
ous tributaries,  and,  together  with  these,  drains  a  larger  area  of  country  than  any  other  river  in 
the  state.  Its  waters  flow  swiftly  and  over  numerous  rapids  and  embryo  falls,  which  renders  log- 
driving  and  raft-running  very  difficult  and  even  hazardous.  The  timber  is  generally  near  the 
Uanks  of  the  main  stream  and  its  tributaries,  gradually  diminishing  in  extent  as  it  recedes  from 
them  and  giving  place  to  the  several  varieties  of  hard-woods.  The  extent  to  whi(  h  operations 
have  been  carried  on  necessitates  going  further  up  the  stream  for  available  timber,  although  there 
is  yet  what  may  be,  termed  an  abundant  supply.  The  first  cutting  of  lumber  on  thb  stream,  «f 
which  there  is  any  record,  was  by  government  soldiers,  in  i8a8,  at  the  building  of  Fort  Winne- 
bago. In  1831,  a  mill  was  built  at  Whitney's  rapids,  below  Point  Bass,  in  what  was  then  Indian 
territory.  By  1840,  mills  were  in  operation  as  high  up  as  Big  Bull  falls,  and  Wausau  had  a 
population  of  350  souls.  Up  to  1876,  the  product  of  the  upper  Wisconsin  was  all  sent  in  rafts 
to  msrkets  on  the  Mississippi.  The  river  above  Point  Bass  is  a  series  of  rapids  and  eddies ;  the 
cnrrent  flows  at  the  rate  of  from  10  to  20  miles  an  hour,  and  it  can  well  be  imagined  that  the 
task  of  piloting  a  raft  from  Wausau  to  the  dells  was  no  slight  one.  The  cost  of  that  kind  of 
transportation  in  the  early  times  was  actually  equal  to  the  present  market  price  of  the  lumber. 
With  a  good  stage  of  water,  the  length  of  time  required  to  run  a  raft  to  St.  Louis  was  24  days, 
though  quite  frequently,  owing  to  inability  to  get  out  of  the  Wisconsin  on  one  rise  of  water,  sev- 
eral weeks  were  consumed.  The  amount  of  lumber  manufactured  annually  on  this  river  is  from 
140,000,000  to  300,000,000  feet. 

Black  river  is  much  shorter  and  smaller  than  the  Wisconsin,  but  has  long  been  known  as  a 
veiy  important  lumbering  stream.  It  is  next  to  the  oldest  lumber  district  in  the  state.  The 
first  saw-mill  west  of  Green  Bay  was  built  at  Black  River  Falls  in  18 19  by  Col.  John  Shaw. 
The  Winnebago  tribe  of  Indians,  however,  in  whose  territory  he  was,  objected  to  the  innovation 
of  such  a  fine  art,  and  unceremoniously  offered  up  the  mill  upon  the  altar  of  their  outraged 
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solitude.  The  owner  abrui>ily  quitted  that  portion  of  the  country.  In  1839  another  attempt 
to  establish  a  mill  on  Bla^  river  ww  more  suocessfully  made.  One  wai  erected  at  the  umt 
point  by  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Wood,  the  millwright  being  Jacob '  Spauldin^  who 

eventually  became  its  possessor.  His  son,  Mr.  Dudley  J.  Spaulding,  is  now  a  very  extensive 
operator  uf)on  Black  river.  La  Crosse  is  the  chief  manufacturing  point,  there  being  ten  saw-mills 
located  there.  The  annual  production  of  the  stream  ranges  from  150,000,000  to  225,000,000  feet 
of  logs,  less  than  100,000,000  feet  being  manufactured  into  lumber  on  its  bank's.  The  balance 
is  sdd  in  the  log  to  mills  on  the  Mississippi.  It  is  a  very  capricious  river  to  float  logs  in,  which 
necessitates  the  carryini;  over  from  year  to  yearof  a  very  large  amount,  variously  estimalcti  at 
from  150,000,000  to  200,000,000  feet,  about  equal  to  an  entire  season's  product.  This  makes  the 
business  more  hazardous  than  on  many  other  streams,  as  the  loss  from  depreciation  is  very  |^eat 
after  the  first  year.  The  quality  of  the  timber  is  fine,  and  good  prices  are  realised  for  it  when 
spid  within  a  year  after  being  cut. 

The  Chippewa  district  probably  contains  the  largest  and  finest  body  of  white  pine  timht-r 
now  standing,  tributary  to  any  one  stream,  on  the  continent.  It  has  been  claimed,  though  with 
more  extravagance  than  truth,  that  the  Chippewa  pineries  hold  one-half  the  timber  supply  of 
the  state.  The  riv^r  itself  is  a  large  one,  and  has  many  tributaries,  which  penetrate  the  rich 
pine  district  in  all  directions.  The  character  of  the  tributary  country  is  not  unlike  that  through 
which  the  Wisconsin  flows.  In  1828  the  first  mill  was  built  in  the  Chippewa  valley,  on  Wilson's 
creek,  near  its  confluence  with  the  Red  Cedar.  Its  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  village  of  Meno- 
monee.  In  1837  another  was  built  on  what  is  the  present  site  of  d>e  Union  Lumbering  Company's 
mill  atChippewa  Falls.  It  was  not  until  near  1865  that  the  Chippewa  became  very  pnmiinentass 
lumber-making  str^m.  Snce  that  date  it  has  been  counted  as  one  of  the  foremost  in  the  north- 
west. Upon  the  river  proper  there  are  twenty-two  saw-mills,  none  having  a  capacity  of  less  than 
3,500,000  feet  per  season,  and  a  number  being  capable  of  sawing  from  20,000,000  to  25,000^000 
The  annual  production  of  sawed  lumber  is  hom  250,000,000  to  300,000,000  feet ;  the  production 
of  logs  from  400,000,000  to  500^0,000. feet  In  1867  the  mill>owners  upon  the  Mississippi, 
between  Winona  and  Keokuk,  organized  a  corporation  known  as  the  Beef  Slough  Manufsctur- 
ing,  Log-Driving  and  Transjwrtation  Company.  Its  object  was  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  logs 
cut  upon  the  Chippewa  and  its  tributaries,  designed  for  the  Mississippi  mills.  At  the  confluence 
of  the  two  rivers  various  improvements  were  made,  consrituting  the  Beef  Slou^^  boom,  which  is 
capable  of  assorting  200,000,000  feet  of  logs  per  season.  The  Chippewa  is  the  most  difficult 
stream  in  the  northwest  upon  which  to  operate.  In  the  spring  season  it  is  turbulent  and 
ungovernable,  and  in  summer,  almost  destitute  of  water,  .\bout  its  head  are  numerous  lakes 
which  easily  overflow  under  the  influence  of  rain,  and  as  their  surplus  water  flows  into  the 
Chippewa,  its  rises  are  sudden  and  sometimes  damaging  in  their  extent.  The  river  in  saany 
places  flows  between  high  bluffs*  and«  under  the  influence  of  a  freshet,  becomes  a  wild  and 
unmanageable  torrent.  Logs  have  never  been  floated  in  rafts,  as  upon  other  streams,  but  are 
turned  in  loose,  and  are  carried  down  with  each  successive  rise,  in  a  jumbled  and  confused  mass, 
which  entails  much  labor  and  loss  in  the  work  of  assorting  and  delivering  to  the  respective 
owners.  Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Eagle  Rapids  Flooding  Dam  and  Boom  Compsnyt 
in  1872,  the  work  of  securing  the  stock  after  putting  it  into  the  river  was  more  difficult  than  to 
cut  and  haul  it.  Al  the  cities  of  Eau  Claire  and  Chippewa  Falls,  where  most  of  the  mills  are 
located,  the  current,  under  the  influence  of  high  water,  is  very  rapid,  and  for  years  the  problem 
was,  how  to  stop  and  retain  the  logs,  as  they  would  go  by  in  great  masses  and  with  almost  resist- 
less velodty.  .  In  1847  is  recorded  one  of  the  most  sudden  and  disastrous  floods  in  the  hisioiy 
of  log-running  streams.   In  the  month  of  June  the  Chippewa  rose  twelve  feet  in  a  single  night. 
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and,  in  the  disastrous  torrent  that  was  created,  piers,  booms,  or  "  pockets  "  for  holding  logs  at  the 
mills,  together  with  a  fine  new  mill,  were  swept  away,  and  the  country  below  where  Eau  CUire 
now  stands  was  oovered  with  drift-wood,  saw.logs,  and  other  AMt.  ■  Snch  occumences  led  to. 
the  invention  of  the  since  famous  sheer  boom,  which  is  a  device  placed  in  the  river,  opposite 
the  mill  boom  into  which  it  is  desired  to  turn  the  logs.  The  sheer  boom  is  thrown  diagonally 
across  the  river,  automatically,  the  action  of  the  current  upon  a  number  uf  ingeniously  arranged 
"fins"  holding  it  in  position.  By  this  means  the  logs  are  sheered  into  the  receptacle  until  it  is 
filled,  when  the  sheer  bomn,  by  dosing  up  the  **  fins"  with  a  windlass,  falls  back  and  allows  the 
logs  to  go  on  for  the  next  mill  to  stop  and  capture  its  pocket  full  in  like  manner.  By  this, 
method  each  mill  could  obtain  a  stock,  but  a  great  difficulty  was  experienced  from  the  fact  that 
the  supply  was  comix)sed  of  logs  cut  and  owned  by  everybody  operating  on  the  river,  and  the 
piocess  of  balancing  accounts  according  to  the  "  marks,"  at  the  close  of  the  season,  has  been 
one  prolific  of  trouble  and  legal  entan|^ements.  The  building  of  impiovements  at  Eagle 
Rapids  by  the  company  above  mentioned  remedied  the  difficulty  to  some  extent,  but  the  process 
of  logging  will  always  be  a  difficult  and  hazardous  enterprise  until  adoquate  means  for  holding  • 
and  assorting  the  entire  log  product  arc  provided.  Upon  the  Yellow  and  Eau  Claire  rivers,  two 
inpoctaat  iManches  of  the  Chippewa,  such  difficulties  are  avoided  by  suitable  impiovements. 
The  entire  lumber  product  of  the  Chippewa,  with  the  exception  of  that  consumed  locally,  is 
floated  in  raffat  tO  markets  upon  the  Mississippi,  between  its  mouth  and  St.  Louis.  The  quality 
of  the  timber  is  good,  and  commands  the  best  market  jmce  in  the  sections  where  it  seeks 
market. 

West  of  the  Cluppewa  Strict  the  streams  and  timber  are  trtbataiy  to  the  St.  Croix,  and  in 
all  statistical  calculations  the  entire  product  of  that  river  is  credited  to  Minnesota,  the  same  as 

that  of  the  Menomonee  is  given  to  Michigan,  when  in  fact  about  one  half  of  each  belongs  to 
Wisconsin.  The  important  branches  of  the  St.  Croix  belonging  in  this  state  are  the  Apple 
Clam,  Yellow,  Namekogan,  Totagaiic  and  Eau  Claire.  The  sections  of  country  through  which 
thejr  flow  contain^  la^  bodies  of  veiy  fine  pine- timber.  The  St.  Croix  has  long  been,  noted  for 
the  excetleoce  of  its  dimension  timber.  Of  this  stock  a  portion  is  cut  into  lumber  at  Stillwater, 
and  marketed  by  rail,  and  the  lial.mcx'  is  sold  in  the  log  to  mills  on  the  Mississippi. 

Such  is  a  brief  and  somcwliat  cnidi:  dc>.cripti  n  of  the  main  hunhering  districts  of  the  state. 
Aside  from  these,  quite  extensive  Oi>crations  are  conducted  upon  various  railway  lines  which 
penetrate  the  forests  which  are  remote  from  log-running  streams.  In  almost  every  county  in 
the  state,  mills  of  greater  or  less  capacity  may  be  found  cutting  up  pine  or  hafd-woods  into 
lumber,  shingles,  or  cooperage  stock.  Most  imixjrtant,  in  a  lumbering  jKunt  of  view,  of  all  the 
nilroads,  is  the  Wisconsin  Central.  It  extends  from  Milwaukee  to  .\shland,  on  Lake  Superior, 
a  distance  of  351  miles,  with  a  line  to  Green  Bay,  113  miles,  and  one. from  Stevens  Point  to 
Bortage,  ji  miles,  making  a  total  length  of  road,  of  449  miles.  It  has  only  been  completed  to 
Aihland  within  the  last  two  years.  From  Milwaukee  to  Stevens  Point  it  passes  around  to  the- 
tii\  and  north  of  Lake  Winnebago,  through  an  excellent  hard-wood  section.  There  are  many 
stave  mills  in  operation  ujxin  and  tributarj-  to  its  line,  together  with  wooden-ware  establishments 
and  various  manufactories  requiring  eithei;  hard  or  soft  timber  as  raw  material.  From  Stevens. 
Point  northward,  this  road  passes  throu|^  and  has  tributary  to  it  one  of  the  finest  bodies  of  tim- 
ber in  the  state.  It  crosiet  the  Upper  waters  of  Black  river  and  the  Flambeau,  one  of  the  maii^ 
tributaries  of  the  Chippewa.  From  30,000,000  to  50,000,000  feet  of  lumber  is  annually  nranu- 
iactured  on  its  line,  above  Stevens  Point.  The  Wisconsin  Valley  railroad  extends  from  Tomah 
to  Wansau,  and  was  built  to  afford  an  outlet,  by  rail,  for  the  lumber  produced  at  the  latter  point. 

The  extent  of  the  timber  supply  in  this  state  has  been  a  matter  of  .muph  .speculation,  and 
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is  a  subject  upon  which  but  little  can  be  definitely  said.  Pine  trees  can  not  be  counted  or 
measuied  until  reduced  to  saw-logs  or  lumber.  It  is  certain  that  for  twenty  years  the 
forests  of  Wisconsin  have  yielded  large  amounts  of  valuable  timber,  and  no  fears  aie 

entertained  by  holders  of  pine  lands  that  the  present  generation  of  owners  will  witness 
an  exhaustion  of  their  supply.  In  some  sections  it  is  estimated  that  the  destruction  to 
the  standing  timber  by  Ares,  which  periodically  sweep  over  large  sections,  is  greater  tiiao 
by  the  axes  of  the  loggers.  The  necessity  for  a  state  system  of  forestry,  for  the  protection  of 
the  forests  from  fires, has  been  urged  by  many,  and  with  excellent  reason;  for  no  natural  resoaice 
of  the  state  is  of  more  value  and  importance  than  its  wealth  of  timber.  According  to  an  csti- 
m.ite  recently  made  by  a  good  authority,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  many  interested 
parties,  there  was  standing  in  the  state  in  1876,  an  amount  of  pine  timber  approximating 
35^000,000,000  feet. 

The  annual  production  of  lumber  in  the  districts  herein  described,  and  from  logs  floated  ont 

of  the  state  to  mills  on  the  Mississippi,  is  .ilout  1,200,000,000  feet.  The  following  table  pvcf 
the  mill  capacity  per  season,  and  the  lumber  and  shingles  manufactured  in  1876 : 


DISTRICT. 

SEASON 

CArAcrrv. 

U7MBEK 

MANUPACTUKXD 
IN  1876. 

SNIMGUS 
MANUPACTOaiD 

IN  IS76. 

Wolf  Rue'r  

Ifinusippi  River  <~-tuiafWiseonsiii  logs.. 

206,000,  COO 

358.50  >,ooo 
72,500  ooo 
34.500.cxx> 

333,000,000 

IOt,000«00 

311,000.000 
509.0IMXOCO 

138,250.000 
138.645.077 
31,530.000 
17.700,000 
i3g.7OO.OOO 
70.852.747 

85.400,000 
123.192,000 
132.700,000 

10,700.000 
I06i,25O«00O 

37.67s.00o 
79.350.000 
306.977.000 

1,714,500.000 

1.172,611,833 

782.144,000 

If  to  the  above  is  added  the  production  of  mills  outside  of  the  main  districts  and  lines  of  rail- 
way herein  described,  the  amount  of  pine  lumber  annually  produced  from  Wisconsin  forests  would 
reach  1,500,000,000  feet  Of  the  hard-wood  production  no  authentic  information  is  obtainable. 
To  cut  the  logs  and  place  them  upon  the  banks  of  the  streams,  ready  for  floating  to  the  nSB^ 
requires  the  labor  of  about  18,000  men.  Allowing  that,  upon  an  average,  each  man  has  a  family 
of  two  persons  besides  himself,  (lci)endent  upon  his  labor  for  support,  it  would  be  apparent  that 
the  first  step  in  the  work  of  manufacturing  lumber  gives  employment  and  support  to  54,000 
persons.  To  convert  i,ooo«oeo  feet  of  logs  into  lumber,  requires  the  consumption  of  i,aeo 
bushels  of  oats,  9  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  10  tons  of  hay,  40  barrels  of  flour,  and  the  use  of  a 
pairs  of  horses.  Thus  the  fitting  out  of  the  logging  companies  each  fall  makes  a  market  for 
1,800,000  bushels  of  onts,  13.500  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  15,000  tons  of  hay,  and  60,000  barrels 
of  flour.  Before  the  lumber  is  sent  to  market,  fully  $6,000,000  is  expended  for  the  labor 
employed  in  producing  it  This  mdustry,  aside  from  furnishing  the  fanner  of  the  west  with  the 
cheapest  and  best  of  materials  for  constructing  his  buildings,  also  furnishes  a  veiy  important 
market  for  the  products  of  liis  farm. 

The  question  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  pine  timber  supply  has  met  with  much  discussion 
during  the  past  few  years,  and,  so  far  as  the  forests  of  Wisconsin  are  concerned,  deserves  a  Lnef 
notice.  The  great  source  of  supply  of  white  pine  timber  in  the  country  is  that  portion  of  the 
northwest  between  the  shore*  of  Lake  Huron  and  the  banks  of  the  Minissippi,  comprising  the 
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northern  portions  of  the  states  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  For  a  quarter  of  a 
centurjr  these  fiddi  liave  been  wmAced  by  lumbemeiif  the  uaouat  of  tiie  yearly  prodnctkm 
lunrmf  increued  annually  until  it  vmched  the  enormous  figure  of  4,000,000^000  fieet    With  all 

of  this  tremendous  drain  upon  the  forests,  there  can  be  pointed  out  but  one  or  two  sections  that 
are  actually  exhausted.  There  are,  however,  two  or  three  where  the  end  can  be  seen  and  the 
date  almost  foretold.  The  pineries  of  Wisconsin  have  been  drawn  upon  for  a  less  period  and 
las  amount  than  those  of  Michigan,  and,  it  is  generally  conceded,  will  outlast  them  at  the  present 
propmrtionate  rate  of  cutting.  There  are  many  ovners  of  pine  timber  lands  who  laugh  at  the 
prospect  of  exhausting  their  timl)cr,  within  their  lifL-time.  As  time  brings  them  nearer  to  the  end, 
the  labor  of  procuring  tlie  logs,  by  reason  of  the  distance  of  the  timber  from  the  water-courses, 
will  increase,  and  the  work  will  progress  more  slowly. 

In  the  future  of  this  industry  there  is  much  promise.  Wisconsin  is  the  natural  source  of 
tapply  for  a  very  large  territory.  The  populous  prairies  of  Illinois  and  Iowa  are  near-by  and 
unfailing  markets.  The  broad  j^lains  of  Kansas  and  the  rich  valleys  of  Nebraska,  which  are  still  in 
the  cradle  of  development,  will  make  great  drafts  upon  her  forests  for  the  material  to  construct  cities 
in  which  the  5rst  comer-stone  is  yet  unlaid.  Minnesota,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  large 
forests  exist  within  her  own  confines,  is  even  now  no  mean  customer  Ua  Wiscoosm  lumber,  and 
the  ambitious  territory  of  Dakota  will  soon  clamor  for  material  to  build  up  a  great  and  wealthy 
<tate.  In  the  inevitable  progress  of  development  and  growth  which  must  characterize  the  great 
west,  the  demand  for  pine  lumber  for  building  material  will  be  a  prominent  feature.  With  the 
growth  of  time,  changes  will  occur  in  the  methods  of  reducing  the  forests.  With  the  increasing 
dcaaand  and  enhancing  values  will  come  improvements  in  manipulating  the  raw  material,  and  a 
stricter  economy  will  be  preserved  in  the  handling  of  a  commodity  which  the  passage  of  time 
only  makes  more  valuable.  Wisconsin  will  become  the  home  of  manufactories,  which  will 
convert  her  trees  into  finished  articles  of  daily  consumption,  giving  employment  to  thousands  of 
aitiians  where  it  now  requires  hundreds,  and  bringing  back  millions  of  revenue  where  is  now 
resliaed  thousands.  Like  all  other  commodities,  lumber  becomes  more  valuable  as  skilled  labor 
is  employed  in  its  manipulation,  and  the  greater  the  extent  to  which  this  is  carried,  the  greater  is 
the  growth  in  prosperity,  of  the  state  and  its  people. 


BANKING  IN  WISCONSIN. 

By  JOHN  P.  MCGREGOR. 

Wisconsin  was  organized  as  a  territory  in  1S36,  and  the  same  year  several  acts  were  passed 

by  the  territorial  legislature,  incorjxDrating  banks  of  issue.  Of  these,  one  at  Green  Bay  and 
another  at  Mineral  Point  went  into  operation  just  in  time  to  play  their  part  in  the  great  panic 
flf  1S37.  The  bank  at  Green  Bay  soon  failed  and  left  its  bills  unredeemed.  The  bank  at 
Mineral  Point  is  said  to  have  struggled  a  little  longer,  but  both  these  concerns  were  short  lived, 
s»d  their  issues  were  but  a  drop  in  the  great  flood  of  worthless  wild-cat  bank  notes  that  spread 
^'^r  the  whole  western  country  in  th;it  disastrous  time.  The  sufferings  of  the  people  of  Wis- 
consm,  from  this  cause,  left  a  vivid  impression  on  their  minds,  which  manifested  its  results  in  the 
legislation  of  the  territory  and  in  the  constitution  of  the  state  adopted  in  1848.  So  jealous  wert. 
the  lei^latnres  of  the  territoiy,  of  banks  and  all  their  works,  that,  in  every  act  of  incorporation 
for  any  purpose,  a  clause  was  inserted  to  the  tStet  that  nothing  in  the  act  contained  should  b« 


Digitized  by  Google 


198 


BISTOBlr  OF  WISCONBIK. 


taken  to  authorize  the  corporation  to  assume  or  exercise  any  banking  powers ;  and  this  proviso 
was  even  added  to  acta  incorporating  church  societies.  Foi^  some  years  therer  can  hardly  be  said 
10  have  been  any  banking  busiticss  done  in  the  territo^;  merchants  and  business  men  were  left 

to  their  own  de vires  to  make  iheir  exchanges,  and  every  man  was  his  own  banker. 

In  the  year  1S39  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the  "  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
Company,"  of  Milwaukee.  This  charter  conferred  on  the  corporation,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
powers  of  a  lire  and  marine  insurance'company,  the  privilege  of  rtenang  dep«$itSf  issmu^  ttrHf- 
caks  of  deposit  zxiA  lending  money, — and  wound  up  with  the  usual  prohibition  from  doing  a 
banking  business.  This  roin])any  commenced  business  at  once  under  tlie  management  of  George 
Smith  as  president  and  Alexander  Mitchell  as  secretary.  The  receiving  deposits,  issuing  ceriih- 
cates  of  deposit  and  lending  money,  soon  outgrew  and  overshadowed  the  insurance  branch  of  the 
institution,  which  accordingly  graidually  dried  up.  In  fact,  the  certificates  (rf*  deposit  had  aU  the 
appearance  of  ordinary  bank  notes,  and  served  the  purix)ses  of  an  excellent  currency,  being 
always  promptly  redeemed  in  coin  on  demand.  Gr.idually  these  issues  attained  a  great 
circulation  all  through  the  west,  as  the  people  gained  more  and  more  confidence  in  the  honesty 
and  ability  of  the  managers  ;  and  though  "  runn  "  were  several  times  made,  yet  being  successfully 
met,. the  public  finally  settled  down  into  the  belief  that  these  bills  were  good  beyond  question,  so 
that  the  amount  in  circulation  at  one  time,  is  said,  on  good  authoriQTi  to  have  been  over 
^,000,000. 

As  the  general  government  required  specie  to  be  i)aid  for  all  lands  bought  of  it,  the  Wij- 
oontin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurancb  company,  by  redemption  of  its '*  certificates  of  deposit," 
furnished  a  large  part  of  the  coin  needed  for  use  at  the  Milwaukee  land  office,  and  more  or  leu 

for  purchases  at  land  offices  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  and  its  issues  were  of  course  much  in 
request  for  this  purjwasc.  For  many  years  this  institution  furnished  the  main  banking  facilities 
for  the  business  men  of  the  lerritorj-  and  young  state,  in  the  way  of  discounts  and  exchanges. 
Its  right  to  carry  on  the  operations  it  was  engaged  in,  under  its  somewhat  dubious  and  incon- 
sistent charter,  was  often  questioned,  and,  in  1852,  under  the  administration  of  Governor  Farwdl, 
some  steps  were  taken  to  test  the  matter;  but  as  the  general  banking  law  had  then  been  passed 
by  the  legislature,  and  was  al>out  to  be  snifinitted  to  the  people,  and  a>  it  was  understood  that  the 
company  '*<>*ild  organize  as  a  bank  under  the  law,  it  approved,  the  legal  proceedings  were  r.cit 
pressed.  While  this  corporation  played  so  important  a  part  in  the  financial  histoiy  and  commer* 
cial  development  of  Wisconsin,  the  writer  is  not  aware  of  any  available  statistics  as  to  the 
amount  of  business  transacted  by  it  before  it  became  merged  in  the  "Wisconsin  Marine  and 
Fire  Insurance  Company's  Bank." 

In  1847,  the  foundation  of  the  present  well-known  firm  of  Marshall  &  lUley  was  laid  by 
Samuel  Marshall,  who,  in  that  year,  opened  a  private  banking  office  in  Milwaukee,  and  was  joined 
in  1849  by  Charles  F.  Ilsley.  This  concern  has  always  held  .1  prominent  position  among  the 
banking  institutions  of  our  state.  About  this  time,  at  Mineral  Point,  Washburn  it  Woodman 
(C.  C!.  Washburn  and  Cyrus  Woodman)  engaged  in  private  banking,  as  a  part  of  their  business. 
After  some  years  they  were  succeeded  by  Wm.  T.  Henry,  who  still  continues  the  banking  office. 
Among  the  early  private  bankers  of  the  state  were  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Oshkosh ;  Ulmann  and  Bell,  of 
Racine  ;  and  T.  (  .  Shove,  of  Manitowoc  The  latter  still  continues  his  business,  white  that  of 
the  other  firms  has  '.  ecn  wound  up  or  merged  in  organized  banks. 

In  1848,  Wisconsin  adnpted  a  state  constitution.  This  constitution  prohibited  the  i<.j,islature 
from  incorporating  banks  and  from  conferring  banking  ^x>wers  on  any  corjx>ration ;  bui  provided 
the  question  of  '*  banks  or  no  banks  "  might  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors,  if  the 
decision  should  be  in  favor  of  banks,  then  the  legislature  might  charter  banks  or  mi|iH«  enact  a 
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general  baakinc  lav,  but  uo  such  special  charter  or  general  banking  law  bliould  have  any  force 
until  submitted  to  the  eleeton  at  a  general  election,  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  voles  cast  on 
that  subject  In  1851,  the  l<^slatttre  submiited' this  question  to  the  people,  and  a  majority  of 
the  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  banks."  Accordingly  the  lcgi^.Iature,  in  ift5S,  made  a  general 
bankin;:;  law,  which  was  submitted  to  the  electors  in  November  of  that  year,  and  was  approved 
by  them.  This  law  was  very  similar  to  the  free  banking  law  of  the  state  of  New  York,  which 
had  then  been  in  force  about  fifteen  years,  and  was  generally  approved  in  that  state.  Our  la^ 
authorized  any  number  of  individttals  to  form  a  corporate  association  for  banking  purposes,  and 
its  main  provisions  were  intended  to  provide  security  for  the  circulating  notes,  by  deposit  of  state 
and  United  States  stocks  or  bonds  with  the  state  treasurer,  so  that  the  bill  liolders  should  sustain 
no  loss  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  banks.  Provision  was  made  for  a  bank  comptroller,  whose 
main  duty  it  was  to  see  that  countersigned  circulating  notes  were  issued  to  banks  only  in  proper 
amounts  for  the  securities  deposited,  and  uiwn  compliance  with  the  law,  and  that  the  banks  kejyt 
these  securities  good. 

The  first  bank  comptroller  was  James  S.  Baker,  who  was  apix)inted  by  Governor  Farwell. 

The  first  banks  organized  under  the  new  law  were  the  State  Bank,"  established  at  Madi- 
son by  Marshall  &  Ilsley,  and  the  '*  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company's  Bank,'.' 
estaUished  at  Milwaukee  under  the  old  management  of  that  company.  These  banks  both  weni 
intooperation  early  in  January,  1853,  and,  later  in  that  year,  the  "  State  Bank  of  Wisconsin  "  (now 
Milwaukee  National  Bank  of  Wisconsin),  and  the  "  Farmers'  and  Millers'  Bank  "  (now  First 
National  Bank  of  Milwaukee),  were  established,  followed  in  January,  1854,  by  the  "Bank  of  Mil- 
waukee **  (bow  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Milwaukee).  From  thb  time  forward  banks  were 
lapidlj  established  at  different  points  through  the  state,  until  in  July,  1857,  they  numbered  sixty 
—  with  aggregate  capital,  §4,205,000;  deixisits,  33.920,238;  and  circulation,  $2,231,829.  In 
October,  the  great  revulsion  and  panic  of  1857  came  on,  and  in  its  course  and  effects  tried  pretty 
severely  the  new  banks  in  Wisconsin.  Some  of  them  succumbed  to  the  pressure,  but  most  of 
them  stood  the  trial  well. 

The  great  source  of  loss  and  weakness  at  tittt  time  was  found  in  the  rapid  decline  of  the 
market  value  of  the  securities  de[K)sited  to  protect  circulation,  which  were  mostly  state  bonds, 
and  largely  those  of  the  southern  states;  so  that  this  security,  when  it  came  lo  be  tried,  did  not 
pmve  entirely  sufficient.  Another  fault  of  the  system,  or  of  the  practice  under  it,  Was  developed 
at  this  time.  It  was  found  that  many  of  the  banks  had  been  set  up  without  actual  woricingcain^ 
tal,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  circulating  notes,  and  were  located  at  distant  and  inaccessible 
points  in  what  was  then  the  great  northern  wilderness  of  the  state ;  so  that  it  was  expensive  and 
in  fact  impracticable  to  present  their  issues  for  redemption.  While  these  evils  and  their  rem- 
edies were  a  good  deal  dtacussed  among  bankers,  the  losses  and  inconveniences  to  the  people 
vere  not  yef  great  enough,  to  lead  to  the  adbptipn  of  thorough  and  complete  measures  of  reform. 
Theefilectof  these  difficulties,  however,' was  tO  bring  the  bankers  of  the  state  into  the  habit  of 
consulting  and  actin;^  together  in  cases  of  emergency,  the  first  bankers'  convention  having  been 
htld  in  1857.  This  was  followed  by  others  from  time  to  time,  and  it  would  be  dithcuk  to  over- 
tilne  the  great  good  that  has  resulted,  at  several  important  crises  from  the  harii;onious  and  con- 
ftrvative  action  of  the  bankers  of  our  state.  Partly,  at  least,  upon  their  recommendations  the 
•egislature,  in  1858,  adopted  amendments  to  the  banking  law,  providing  that  no  bank  should  be 
located  in  a  township  containing  less  than  two  hundred  inhabitants  ;  and  tliat  the  comptroller 
should  not  issue  circulating  notes,  except  to  banks  doing  a  regular  discount  deposit  and  exchange 
business  in  some  inhabited  town,  village,  city,  or  where  the  ordinary  business  of  hihabited  towns, 
villages  and  dries  was  carried  on.   Thc^  amendmenta  were  approved  by  the  people  at  the .  fall 
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dectbn  of  that  year. 

Banking  matters  now  ran  along  ^tty  smoothly  ttntU  the  election  in  i860,  of  tlie  vepubScaa 

presidential  ticket,  and  the  consequent  agitation  in  the  southern  states  threatening  civil  war,  the 
effects  of  which  were  speedily  felt;  first,  in  the  great  depreciation  of  the  bonds  of  the  southern 
states,  and  then  in  a  less  decline  in  those  of  the  northern  states.  At  this  time  (taking  the  state- 
ment of  July,  i860,)  the  number  of  banks  was  104,  with  aggregate  capital,  $6,547,000;  ciicola* 
tion,  14,075,918;  deposits,  ^,230^252. 

During  the  winter  following,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  regard  to  our  state  cur- 
rency,  and  co  .tinuous  demand  upon  our  banks  for  the  redemption  of  their  circulating  notes  in 
coin.  Many  banks  of  the  wild-cat  sort  failed  to  redeem  their  notes,  wliich  became  depreciated 
and  uncurrent ;  and,  when  the rebiellion  came  to  a  head  by  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  thebanking 
interests  of  the  state  were  threatened  with  destruction  by  oompulsoiy  winding  up  and  enforced 
sale  at  the  panic  prices  then  prevailing,  of  the  securities  dej^sited  to  secure  circulation.  Under 
these  circumstances,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  the  legtsl.iture  ]>assed  "an  act  to  protect  the 
holders  of  the  circulating  notes  of  the  authorized  banks  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin."  As  the 
banking  law  could  not  be  amended  except  by  approval  of  the  electors,  by  vote  at  a  general 
election,  a  practical  suspension  of  specie  payment  had  to  be  effected  by  indirect  methods.  So 
this  act  first  (HrLTtcd  the  bank  comptroller  to  suspend  all  action  toward  banks  for  failing  to 
redeem  their  circulation.  Secoruilv,  it  prohibited  notaries  jnililic  from  protesting  bills  of  banks 
until  Dec  i,  1861.  Thirdly,  it  gave  banks  until  that  date  to  answer  complaints  in  any  proceed* 
ing  to  compel  specie  payment  of  circulating  notes.  This  same  legislature  also  amended  the 
banking  law,  to  cure  defects  that  had  been  developed  in  it.  These  amendments  were  intended 
to  facilitate  the  presentation  and  protest  of  circulating  notes,  and  the  winding  up  of  banks 
failing  to  redeem  them,  and  provided  that  the  bank  comptroller  should  not  issue  circulating  notes 
except  to  banks  having  actual  cash  capital;  on  which  [xiint  he  was  to  take  evidence  in  all  cases; 
that  after  Dec.  1,  t86i,  all  banks  of  the  state  ^hould  redeem  their  issues  either  at  Madison  or 
Milwaukee,  and  no  bonds  or  stocks  should  be  received  as  security  for  circulation  except  those  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin. 

Specie  payment  of  bank  bills  was  then  practically  suspended,  in  our  state,  from  April  17  to 
December  i,  1861,  and  there  was  no  longer  any  plain  practical  test  for  determining  which  were 
good,  and  which  not.  In  this  condition  of  things,  bankers  met  in  convention,  and,  after  discus- 
sion  and  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  and  resources  of  the  different  banks,  put  forth  a  list  of  tho»e 
whose  issues  were  to  be  considered  current  and  bankable.  Hut  things  grew  worse,  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  list  contained  banks  that  would  never  be  able  to  redeem  their  circulation,  and 
the  issues  of  such  were  from  time  to  time  thrown  out  and  discredited  without  any  concert  o( 
action,  so  that  the  uneasiness  (rf  people  in  regard  to  the  financial  situation  was  greatly  increased. 
The  bankers  finally  met,  gave  the  banks  another  sifting,  and  put  forth  a  list  of  seventy  banks, 
whose  circulating  notes  they  !)ledged  themselves  to  receive,  and  pay  out  as  current,  until  Decem- 
bi  r  1.  There  had  been  so  many  changes  that  this  pledge  was  thought  necessary  to  allay  the 
ai>i)rchettslon8  of  the  public.  But  matters  still  grew  worse  instead  of  better.  Some  of  the 
banks  in  the ''current"  list  closed  their  doors  to  their  depositors,  and  others  were  evidenttf 
unsound,  and  their  circulation  so  insufficiently  secured  as  to  make  it  certain  that  it  would  never 
be  redeemed.  There  was  more  or  less  sorting  of  the  currency,  both  by  banks  and  business  men, 
all  over  the  state,  in  the  endeavor  to  keep  the  best  and  pay  out  the  poorest.  In  this  state  oi 
things,  some  of  the  Milwaukee  banks,  without  ocmcert  of  action,  and  acting  under  the  appreben> 
sion  of  being  loaded  up  with  the  very  worst  of  the  currency,  which,  it  was  feared,  the  country 
banks  and  merchants  were  sorting  out  and  sending  to  Milwaukee,  revised  the  list  aciin.  and 
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threw  out  ten  of  the  seventy  banks  whose  issues  it  had  been  agreed  should  be  received  as 
comnt  Other  bankt  and  banken  were  compelled  to  take  the  same  course  to  protect  them* 
selves.  The  consequence  was  a  great  disturbance  of  the  public  mind,  and  violent  charfes  of 

bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  banks,  which  culminated  in  the  bnrik  riots  of  June  24,  1861.  On 
that  day  a  crowd  of  several  hundred  disorderly  people,  starting  out  most  probably  only  with  the 
idea  of  making  aoiuc  sort  of  demoniitration  of  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  action  of  the  banks 
and  bankers  and  with  the  failure  to  keep  &ith  with  the  public,  marched  through  the  streets  with 
s  band  of  music,  and  brought  up  at  the  corner  of  Michigan  and  East  Water  streets. 

The  banks  had  just  sufficient  notice  of  these  proceedings  to  enable  them  to  lock  up  their 
money  and  valuables  in  their  vaults,  l)erore  the  storm  broke  uj)on  them.  The  mob  halted  at  the 
place  above  mentioned,  and  tur  a  time  contented  themselves  with  hooting,  and  showed  no  dis^x>- 
sition  to  proceed  to  violence;  but,  after  a  little  while,  a  stone  was  thrown  through  the  windows 
of  the  Wisconsin  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  s  Bank,  situated  at  one  corner  of  the 
al¥)vc  streets,  and  volley  .  of  stones  soon  followed,  not  only  against  that  bank,  but  also  against 
the  State  i'.ank  ot"  Wisconsin,  situated  on  the  opjwsite  <  orner.  The  windows  of  both  these 
institutions  and  of  the  offices  in  the  basements  under  them  were  effectually  demolished. 
The  mob  then  made  a  rush  into  these  banks  and  offices,  and  completely  gutteJ  them,  offering 
ame  or  less  violence  to  the  inmates,  though  no  i>erson  was  seriously  hurt.  The  broken  furni- 
ture of  the  offices  under  the  State  Hank  of  Wisconsin  was  piled  up,  and  the  torch  was  applied 
by  some  of  the  rioters,  while  others  were  busy  in  endeavoring  to  break  into  the  safes  of  the  offices 
and  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  The  debris  of  the  furniture  in  the  office  of  the  Wisconsin  Marine 
and  Fire  Insurance  <k»npany*s  Bank,  was  also  set  on  fire,  and  it  was  plain  that  if  the  mob  was 
not  immediately  checked,  the  city  would  be  given  up  to  conflagration  and  pillage  —  the  worst 
elements,  as  is  always  the  case  WMth  mobs,  having  assumed  the  leadership.  Ju^t  at  that  juncture, 
the  .Milwaukee  zouaves,  a  small  military  company,  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  with  the  help  of 
the  6Temen  who  had  been  called  out,  the  mob  was  put  to  flight,  and  the  incipient  fire  was  extin. 
gnished. 

The  damj^  so  far  done  was  not  great  in  amount,  and  the  danger  for  the  moment  was  over; 
but  the  situation  was  still  grave,  as  the  city  wa-,  full  of  threats,  disturbance  and  apprehension. 
By  the  prompt  action  of  the  authorities,  a  number  of  companies  of  volunteers  were  brought  from 
^Hereot  i^aces  in  tlw  state,  order  was  preserved,  and,  after  muttering  for  three  or  four  days,  the 
itonn  died  away.  The  effect  of  that  disturbance  and  alarm  was,  however,  to  bring  home  to  the 
Itaakers  and  business  men  the  conviction  that  effectual  measures  must  be  taken  to  settle  our 
state  currency  matters  on  a  sound  and  permanent  basis,  and  that  the  issues  of  all  banks  that 
could  not  be  put  in  shape  to  meet  sj^ecie  payment  in  December,  must  be  retired  from  circulation 
and  be  got  out  of  the  way.  A  meeting  of  the  bankers  was  held ;  also  of  the  merchants'  association 
of  Milwaukee,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  raise  $100,000,  by  these  two  bodies,  to  be  used  in 
assisting  weak  and  crippled  banks  in  securing  or  retiring  their  circulation.  The  bankers 
appointed  a  committee  to  take  the  matter  in  charge. 

It  happened  that  just  at  this  time  Governor  Randall  and  State  Treasurer  Hastings  returned 
(nm  New  York  City,  where  they  had  been  making  unsuccessful  efforts  to  dispose  of  $800,000  of 
Wisconsin  war  bonds,  which  had  been  issued  to  raise  funds  to  fit  out  Wisconsin  volunteers. 

Our  state  had  never  had  any  bonds  on  the  eastern  market.  For  other  reasons,  our 
credit  was  not  high  in  Xew  York,  and  it  had  been  found  imjxjssible  to  disjKJse  of  these  bonds  for 
over  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar.  J'he  state  officers  conferred  with  the  bankers  lo  see  what  could 
be  done  at  home ;  and  it  was  finally  arranged  that  the  bankers'  committee  should  undertake  to 
get  the  state  banks  to  dispose  of  their  southern  and  other  depreciated  state  bonds  on  deposit  to 
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secure  circulation,  for  what  they  would  bring  in  coin,  in  New  York,  and  replace  these  bonds  with 
those  of  our  own  state,.which  were  to  be  taken  by  our  banks  nominally  at  par  —  seventy  percent, 
being  p»id  in  cash,  and  the  different  banks  purchasing  bonds,  pving  their  individual  obligarioa 
for  the  thirty  per  cent,  balance,  to  be  paid  in  semi-annual  installments,  with  an  agreement  that  xltt 
state  should  deduct  these  installments  from  the  interest  so  long  as  these  bonds  should  remain  on 
deposit  with  the  state.  By  the  terms  of  the  law,  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  had  to 
be  paid  in  com.  The  bankers*  committee  went  to  work,  and  with  some  labor  and  difficulty 
induced  most  of  the  banks  to  sell  their  southern  securities  at  the  existing  low  prices  in  New 
York,  and  thus  produce  the  coin  required  to  pay  for  our  state  bonds.  From  the  funds  provided 
by  the  mercliants  and  bankers,  they  assisted  many  of  the  weaker  banks  to  make  good  their 
securities  with  the  banking  department  of  the  state.  By  the  19th  of  July,  six  of  the  ten  rejected 
banks  that  had  been  the  ocoasbn  of  the  riot,  were  made  good,  and  restored  to  the  list  The 
other  four  were  wound  up,  and  their  issues  redeemed  at  par,  and,  before  the  last  of  August,  the 
value  of  the  securities  of  all  the  hanks  on  the  current  list  were  brouf^t  up  to  their  circulatioa, 
as  shown  by  the  comptroller's  report. 

Wisconsin  currency  at  the  time  of  the  bank  riot  was  at  a  discount  of  about  15  per  cenu, 
compared  with  gold  or  New  York  exchange.  At  the  middle  of  July  the  discount  was  10  to  it 
per  cent.,  and  early  in  August  it  fell  to  5  per  cent.  The  bankers'  committee  continued  their 
work  in  preparation  for  the  resumption  of  si)ecie  payment  on  December  i.  While  the  securities 
for  the  bank  circulation  had  been  made  good,  it  was,  ncve  tlK-less,  evident  that  many  of  il.c 
banks  on  the  current  list  would  not  be  equal  to  the  continued  redemption  of  their  bills  in  speuc, 
and  that  they  would  have  to  be  vround  up  and  got  out  of  the  way  in  season.  Authority  was  got 
from  such  institutions,  as  fast  as  possil)le,  for  the  bankers'  committee  to  retire  'i\cir  circulatioa 
and  sell  tlu-ir  securities.  The  Milwaukee  banks  and  bankers  took  upon  ilictnscl vc->  the  great 
burden  of  this  business,  liaving  arranged  among  themselves  to  sort  out  and  withlioUl  from  cir- 
culation the  bills  of  these  banks, —  distributing  the  load  among  themselves  in  certain  defined 
proportions.  Instead  of  paying  out  these  doubted  bills,  the  different  banks  brought  to  thebank> 
ers*  committee  such  amounts  as  they  accumulated  from  time  to  time,  and  received  from  the 
committee  certificates  of  deposit  bearing  seven  per  cent,  interest,  and  these  bills  were  locked  up 
by  the  committee  until  the  securities  for  these  notes  could  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  realired. 
Over  ^00,000  of  this  sort  of  paper  was  locked  up  by  the  committee  at  one  time ;  but  it  was  all 
converted  into  cash,  and,  when  the  first  of  December  came,  the  remaining  banks  of  this  state 
were  ready  to  redeem  their  issues  in  gold  or  its  equivalent,  and  so  continued  to  redeem  until  the 
issue  of  the  legal-tender  notes  and  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payment  in  the  United 
States. 

In  July,  z86i,  the  number  of  our  banks  was  107,  with  capital,  $4,607,000;  cireuiatioii. 

By  the  contraction  incident  to  the  preparations  for  redemption  in  specie,  the  amount  of  car- 
rent  W^'sconsin  bank  notes  outstanding  December  i,  1861,  was  reduced  to  al>out  $1,500,000. 
When  that  day  came,  there  was  quite  a  disposition  manifested  to  convert  Wisconsin  currency 
into  coin,  and  a  sharp  financial  pinch  was  felt  for  a  few  days ;  but  as  the  public  became  satisfied 
that  the  banks  were  prepared  to  meet  the  demand,  the  call  for  redemption  rapidly  felt  off,  and 
the  banks  soon  began  to  expand  their  circulation,  which  was  now  current  and  in  good  demand 
all  through  the  northwestern  states.  The  amount  saved  to  all  the  interests  of  our  state,  by  thi> 
successful  effort  to  save  our  banking  system  from  destruction,  is  beyond  computation.  ¥vom 
this  time  our  banks  ran  along  quietly  until  prohibitory  taxation  by  act  of  congress  drove  the  Inlls 
of  state  banks  out  of  circulation. 
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The  national  banking  law  was  passed  in  1S63,  and  a  few  banks  were  soon  organized  under 
ii  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The  first  in  Wisconsin  was  formed  by  the  re-organization  of 
the  Farmen'  aod  Millers'  Bank»  in  August,  1863,  as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Milwaukee, 
with  Edirard  D.  Holton  as  president,  and  H.  H.  Camp,  cashier.  The  growth  of  the  new  system, 
however,  was  not  very  rapid;  the  state  banks  were  slow  to  avail  themselves  uf  tiie  privileges  of 
the  national  lianking  act,  and  the  central  authorities  concluded  lo(  oinpel  them  to  coinc  in  ;  so 
facilities  were  ottered  for  their  rc-organization  as  national  banks,  and  tiien  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent, 
was  laid  upon  the  issues  of  the  state  banks.  This  tax  was  imposed  by  act  of  March,  1865,  and 
at  once  caused  a  commotion  in  our  State.  In  July,  1864,  the  number  of  Wisconsin  state  banks 
wai  sixty-six,  witli  capital  ♦3.147,000,  circulation  ^2,461,728,  deposits  $5, 483, 205,  and  these 
figures  were  probably  not  verj'  different  in  the  spring  of  1S65.  The  securities  for  the  circulating 
notes  were  in  great  part  the  bonds  of  our  own  state,  which,  while  known  by  our  own  people  to 
be  good  beyond  question,  had  never  been  on  the  general  markets  of  the  country  10  as  to  be  cur- 
rently known  there;  and  it  was  feared  that  in  the  hurried  retirement  of  our  circulation  these 
londs  would  be  sacrificed,  the  currency  depreciated,  and  great  loss  brouglit  upon  our  banks  and 
people.  There  was  some  excitement,  and  a  general  call  for  the  redemption  of  our  stale  circula- 
tion, but  the  banks  mostly  met  the  run  well,  and  our  people  were  disimsed  to  stand  by  our  own 
state  bonds. 

In  April,  1861,  the  legislature  passed  laws,  calling  in  the  mortgage  loans  of  the  school  fund, 

and  directing  its  investment  in  these  securities.  The  state  treasurer  was  required  to  receive 
Wisconsin  bank  notes,  not  only  for  taxes  and  debts  due  the  state,  but  also  on  deposit,  and  to 
issue  oertificatei  for  such  deposits  bearing  seven  per  cent,  interest  By  these  and  like  means 
the  threatened  panic  was  stopped ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  Wisconsin  state  currency 
was  nearly  all  withdrawn  from  circulation.  In  July,  1865,  the  number  of  state  banks  was 
twenty-six,  with  capital  $1,087,000.  circulation  $192,323,  deiK)sits  $2,284,210.  Under  the 
pressure  put  on  by  congress,  the  organization  of  national  banks,  and  especially  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  state  banks,  under  the  national  system,  was  proceeding  rapidly,  and  in  a  short  time  neariy 
every  town  in  our  own  state  of  much  siae  or  importance  was  provided  with  one  or  more  of  these 
iistitutions. 

In  the  great  panic  of  1873,  all  the  Wisconsin  banks,  both  state  and  national  (in  common 
»ith  those  of  the  whole  country),  were  severely  tried;  but  the  failures  were  few  and  unirapor- 
taot;  and  Wisconsin  went  through  that  ordeal  with  less  loss  and  disturbance  than  almost  any 
other  state. 

We  have  seen  that  the  history  of  banking  in  Wisconsin  covers  a  stormy  period,  in  which 
great  disturbances  and  panics  have  occurred  al  intervals  of  a  few  ycar^.  It  is  to  i>e  hoped  that 
a  more  peaceful  epoch  will  succeed,  but  permanent  quiet  and  prosperity  can  not  rationally  be 
expected  in  the  present  unsettled  oonditbn  of  our  currency,  nor  until  we  have  gone  through  the 
temporary  stringency  incidental  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payment. 

According  to  the  last  report  of  the  comptroller  of  the  currency,  tlie  number  of  national 
banks  in  Wisconsin  in  November,  1876,  was  forty,  with  capital  $13,400,000,  deposits  $7,(45,360, 
circttlation  $2,072,869. 

At  this  time  (July,  1377)  the  number  of  state  banks  is  twenty-six,  with  capital  $1,288,231, 
deposits  $6,662,973.  Their  circulatbn  is,  oi  course,  merely  nominal,  though  there  is  no  legal 
obstacle  to  their  issuing  circulating  notes,  except  the  tax  imposed  by  congress. 
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The  material  philosophy  of  a  people  has  to  do  with  the  practical  and  useful.  It  sees  in 
iron,  coal,  cotton,  wool,  grain  and  the  trees  of  the  forest,  the  elements  of  personal  comfort  and 
sources  of  material  greatness,  and  is  applied  to  their  development,  production  and  fabrication  for 
purposes  of  exchange,  interchange  and  sale.  The  early  immigrants  to  Wisconsin  territoiy  found 
a  land  teeming  with  unsurpassed  natural  advantages;  prairies*  timber,  water  and  minerals,  invit* 
ing  the  fanner,  niincr  and  lumberman,  to  come  and  build  houses,  furnaces,  mills  and  factories. 
The  first  settlers  were  a  food-producing  people.  The  prairies  and  openings  were  ready  for  the 
plow.  The  ease  with  which  farms  were  brought  under  cultivation,  readily  enabled  the  pioneer 
to  supply  the  food  necessary  for  himself  and  family,  while  a  surplus  was  often  produced  in  a  few 
months.  The  hardships  so  often  encountered  in  the  settlement  of  a  new  country',  where  forests 
must  be  felled  and  stumps  removed  to  prepare  the  soil  for  tillage,  were  scarcely  known, or  greatly 
mitigated. 

During  the  decade  frmn  1835  to  1845,  so  great  were  the  demands  for  the  products  of  the 
sml,  created  by  the  tide  of  emigration,  that  the  settlers  found  a  home  market  for  all  their  snrplui 

products,  and  so  easily  were  crops  grown  that,  within  a  very  brief  time  after  the  first  emigration, 
but  little  was  required  from  abroad.  The  commerce  of  the  country  was  carried  on  by  the 
exchange  of  products.  The  settlers  (they  could  scarcely  be  called  farmers)  would  exchange 
their  wheat,  com,  oats  and  pork  for  the  goods,  wares  and  fabrics  of  the  village  merchant.  It 
was  an  age  of  barter;  but  they  looked  at  the  capabilities  of  the  land  th^  had  come  to  possess, 
and,  with  firm  faith,  saw  bright  promises  of  better  days  in  the  building  up  of  a  great  state. 

It  is  not  designed  to  trace  with  minuteness  the  history  of  Wisconsin  through  the  growth  of 
its  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests.  To  do  it  justice  would  require  a  volume.  The 
aim  of  this  article  will  be  to  present  a  concise  view  of  its  present  status.  Allusion  will  only  be 
incidentally  made  to  stages  of  growth  and  progress  by  which  it  has  been  reached. 

Few  states  in  the  Union  possess  within  their  borders  so  many,  and  in  such  abundance^ 
elements  thai  contribute  to  the  material  prosperity  of  a  people.  Its  soil  of  unsurpassed 
fertility;  its  inexhaustible  mines  ol  lead,  copper,  zinc  and  iron;  its  almost  boundless  forests ; 
its  water-powers,  sufficient  to  drive  the  machinery  of  the  world ;  its  long  lines  of  lake  shore  on 
two  sides,  and  the  "  Father  of  waters  "  on  another,  —  need  but  enterprise,  cncrgj-  and  capital  to 
utilize  them  in  building  an  emiiire  of  wealth,  where  the  hum  of  variedjndustries  shall  be  heard 
in  the  music  of  the  sickle,  the  loom  and  the  anvil. 

The  growth  of  manufacturing  industries  was  slow  during  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  our 
history.  Tbe  early  settlers  were  poor.  Frequently  the  land  they  tilled  was  pledged  to  obtain 
means  to  pay  for  it.  Capitalists  obtained  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  use 
of  their  money.  Indeed,  it  was  the  rule,  under  tlie  free-trade  ideas  of  the  money-lenders  for 
them  to  play  the  .Shylock.  \\  hile  investment.",  in  bonds  and  mortgages  were  so  profitable,  few 
were  ready  to  improve  the  natural  advantages  the  country  presented  for  building  factories  aiui 
work-shops. 
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For  many  years,  quite  all  the  implements  used  in  farming  were  brought  from  outside  the 
ilate.  While  this  is  the  case  at  present  to  some  extent  with  the  more  cumborsome  farm 
iaacliittei7,  quite  a  pioportum  of  that  and  most  of  the  simpler  and  lighter  imidements  are  made 
at  home,  while  much  farm  machinery  is  now  manufactured  for  exp(»rt  to  other  states. 

FVRS. 

The  northwest  was  visited  and  explored  by  French  voyageurs  and  missionaries  fiom  Canada 
at  an  early  day.  The  object  of  the  former  was  trading  and  gain.   The  Jesuits,  ever  zeakms  in 

the  propagation  of  their  religion,  went  forth  into  the  unknown  wilderness  to  convert  the  natives 
to  their  faith.  As  early  as  1624,  tlu  y  were  ()[)erating  about  Lake  Huron  and  Mackinaw,  l  ather 
Men  rd  it  is  related,  was  with  the  Indians  on  Lake  Superior  as  early  as  1661.  The  early 
explorers  were  ^  two  classes,  and  were  stimulated  by  two  widely  different  motives — the  voyag- 
ntrs,  by  the  love  of  gain,  and  the  missionaries,  by  their  seal  in  the  propagation  of  their  faith. 
Previous  to  1679,  a  mnsideraMc  trade  in  fur>  had  sprung  iip  with  Indian  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mackinaw  and  the  nortlier.i  iMit  of  " Ouisconsin."  In  tliat  year  ni<>re  than  two  hundred  canoes, 
laden  with  furs,  passed  Mackuiaw,  bound  for  Montreal.  The  whole  connnerce  of  this  vast  region 
then  traversed,  was  carried  on  with  birch-bark  canoes.  The  French  used  them  in  traversing 
vitds— otherwise  inaccessible  by  reason  oi  floods  of  water  at  one  season,  and  ice  and  snow  at 
another  —  aKo  lakes  and  morasses  which  interrupted  land  journeys,  and  rapid:?  and  cataracts 
that  cut  off  communication  by  water.  This  little  vessel  enabled  tiieni  to  overcome  all  difficulties. 
Being  buoyant,  it  lode  the  waves,  although  heavily  freighted,  and,  of  light  draft,  it  permitted  tlie 
traversing  of  small  streams.  Its  weight  was  so  light  that  it  could  be  easily  carried  from  one 
sti.ain  to  another,  and  aiound  rapids  and  other  obstructions.  With  this  little  vessel,  the  fur 
Ira  ie  of  the  northwest  was  carried  on.  as  well  as  the  interior  of  a  vast  continent  explored. 
Under  the  stimulus  of  commercial  enterprise,  the  t  rench  traders  penetrated  the  recesses  ot  the 
immense  forests  whose  streams  were  the  home  of  the  beaver,  the  otter  and  the  mink,  and  in 
■hose  depths  were  found  the  martin,  sable,  ermine,  and  other  fur-bearing  animals.  A  vast  trade 
is  furs  sprung  upland  was 'carried  on  by  different  agents,  under  authority  of  the  French 
government. 

When  the  military  possession  of  the  northwestern  domain  passed  from  the  government  of 
Fiance  to  that  of  Great  Britain  in  1760,  the  relationship  of  the  fur  trade  to  the  govemmeot 
dooged.  The  government  of  France  had  controlled  the  traffic,  and  made  it  a  means  of  strength* 
eMBg  its  hold  upon  the  country  it  possessed.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  was,  to  charter 
companies,  .md  grant  them  exclusive  privileges.  The  Hudson  bay  company  had  grown  rich  and 
powerful  between  1670  and  1760.  Its  success  had  excited  the  cupidity  of  capitalists,  and  rival 
organizations  were  formed.  The  business  of  the  company  had  been  done  at  their  trad  mg-.^tations 
—the  narives  bringing  in  their  furs'  for  exchange  and  barter.  Other  companies  sent  their 
Uj^pmt  into  every  nook  and  comer  to  traffic  with  the  trappers,  and  even  to  catch  the  fur-bear- 
ing animals  themselves.  In  the  progress  of  time,  private  [)arties  engaged  in  trapi^ing  and  dealing 
in  furs,  and,  under  the  competition  created,  the  business  became  less  profitable.  In  1815, 
congress  passed  an  act  prohibiting  foreigners  from  dealing  in  furs  in  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  its  territories.  This  action  was  obtained  through  the  influence  of  John  Jacob  Astor.  Mr. 
.\stor organised  the  American  fur  company  in  1809,  and  afterward,  in  connection  with  the  North- 
west company,  bought  out  the  Mackinaw  company,  and  the  two  were  merged  in  the  Southwest 
company.  The  association  was  suspended  by  tiie  war  of  1812.  The  American  re  entered  the 
field  m  1S16.  The  fur  trade  is  still  an  important  branch  of  traffic  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
states  and,  during  ei^^  months  of  the  year,  employs  a  large  number  of  men. 
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Lead  and  Znrc. 

In  i8*4,  the  lead  ore  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Wisconsin  begim  to  attract  attention. 

From  1826  to  1830,  there  was  a  great  rush  of  miners  to  this  region,  somewhat  like  the  Pike's 
Peak  excitement  at  a  later  date.  The  lead-i^roducing  region  of  Wisconsin  covers  an  area  of 
about  2,200  sc^uare  miles,  and  embraces  parts  uf  Grant,  Iowa  and  La  Fayette  counties.  Between 
1829  and  1839,  the  production  of  lead  increased  from  5,000  to  10,000  tons.  After  the  latter 
year  it  rose  rapidly,  and  attained  its  maximum  in  1845,  when  it  reached  nearly  25,000  toitt. 
Since  that  time  the  production  has  decreased,  although  still  carried  on.  to  a  considemble  extent. 

The  sulphate  and  carbonate  of  zinc  abound  in  great  quantities  with  the  lead  of  southwest 
Wisconsin.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  working  this  class  of  or^s,  it  was  formerly  allowed  to 
accumulate  about  the  mouths  of  the  mines.  Within  a  few  years  past,  metallurgic  processes 
have  been  so  greatly  improvedi  that  the  sine  ores  have  been  largely  utilized.  At  La  Satle,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  there  are  three  establishments  for  smelting  zinc  ores.  There  is  also  one  at  Peru, 
111.  To  smelt  zinc  ores  economically,  they  are  taken  where  cheap  fuel  is  available.  Hence,  the 
location  of  these  works  in  the  vicinity  of  coal  mines.  The  works  mentioned  made  in  1875, 
from  ores  mostly  taken  fiom  Wisconsin,  7,510  tons  of  zinc  These  metals  are,  therefore,  impor- 
tant elements  in  the  commerce  of  Wisconsin. 

Iron. 

The  iron  ores  of  Wisconsin  occur  in  immense  beds  in  several  localities,  and  are  destined  to 
prove  of  great  value.  From  their  product  in  1863,  there  were  3,735  tons  of  pig  iron  received  at 
Milwaukee;  in  1865,  4*785  tons;  in  1868,  10,890  tons.   Of  the  latter  amount,  4,648  tons  were 

from  the  iron  mines  at  Mayville.  There  were  shipped  from  Milwaukee,  in  1868,  6,361  tons  of 
pig  iron.  There  were  also  received  2,500  tons  of  ore  from  the  Dodge  county  ore  beds.  During 
1869,  the  ore  beds  at  Iron  Kidge  were  developed  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  two  large  blast 
furnaces  constructed  in  Milwaukee,  at  which  place  there  were  4,695  tons  of  ore  received,  and 
3,059  tons  were  shipped  to  Chicago  and  Wyandotte.  In  1870,  iia,o6o  tons  of  iron  ore  were 
received  at  Milwaukee,  95,000  tons  of  which  were  from  Iron  Ridge,  and  17,060  tons  from  Esca- 
naba  and  Marquette,  in  Michigan.  The  total  product  of  the  mines  at  Iron  Ridge  in  1871  was 
82.284  tons.  The  Milwaukee  iron  comi)any  received  by  lake,  in  the  same  year,  28,094  tons  of 
Marquette  iron  ore  to  mix  with  the  former  in  making  railroad  iron.  In  1872,  there  were  receivea 
from  Iron  Ridge  85,245  tons  of  ore,  and  5,620  tons  of  pig  iron.  Mudiof  the  metal  made  by  the 
Wisconsin  iron  company  in  1873  was  shipped  to  St  Louis,  to  mix  with  the  iron  made  fiom 
Missouri  ore. 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  pig  iron  in  Wisconsin,  for  1872, 1873  and  1874, 
in  tons : 


Furnaces. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

lOnftrva  Parrace  Company,  Milwaukee  

WilCOasin  Iron  Company,  Iron  Ruitjc  

3l,8i8 

3.350 

5.033 
4,888 

6,910 

3.420 

5.600 

I.7S0 

5.8aa 
4.155 
4.137 

8,044 
6,141 

7.999 
6,833 
i.5a8 

SSiOeo 

3.306 
3.000 
6,500 
6,000 
6.500 
7.000 
1.300 

\  5«.797 

73^ 

661600 
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The  Milwaukee  iron  company,  during  the  year  1873,  entered  into  the  manufacture  of  mer- 
chant iron  —  it  having  been  demonstrated  that  the  raw  material  could  be  reduced  there  cheaper 
than  dsevbeie.  The  Minerva  furnace  company  built  also  during  the  same  year  one  of  the 
BUMt  compact  and  complete  iron  furnaces  to  be  found  any  where  in  the  country.  During  the 
year  1873,  the  iron,  with  most  other  material  interests,  became  seriously  prostrated,  so  that  the 
total  receipts  of  ore  in  Milwaukee  in  1874  amounted  to  only  31,993  tons,  against  69,418  in  1873, 
<^  '5*245  tons  in  187a.  Tliefe  were  made  to  Bfihraukee  in  1874,  29,680  tons  of  nOfoad  icon. 
In  1875*  58^8  tons  of  ore  were  reoetred  at  Milwanlcee,  showing  a  revival  of  the  trade  in  an 
increase  of  19,786  tons  over  the  previous  year.  The  operation  of  the  works  at  Bay  View  having 
suspended,  the  receipts  of  ore  in  1876,  at  Milwaukee,  were  less  than  during  any  year  since  1869, 
being  only  31,119  tons,  of  which  amount  only  5,488  tons  were  from  Iron  Ridge,  and  the  total 
dupments  w«ie  only  498  tons.. 


The  business  of  lumbering  holds  an  important  rank  in  the  commerce  of  the  state.  For 
many  yean  the  ceaseless  hum  of  the  saw  and  the  stroke  of  the  ax  have  been  heard  in  all  our 
great  forests.  The  northern  portion  of  the  state  is  characterised  br  evergreen  trees,  principally 

pine;  the  southern,  by  hard-woods.  There  are  exceptional  localities,  but  this  is  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  general  distribution.  I  think  that,  geologically  speaking,  the  evergreens  belong  to 
the  primitive  and  sandstone  regions,  and  the  hard  wood  to  the  limestone  and  clay  formations. 
Nocdiem  Wisconsin,  10  called,  embraces  that  portion  of  the  state  north  of  forty-five  degrees, 
and  possesses  neariy  all  the  valuable  {nne  forests.  The  most  thoroughly  developed  portbn  of 
this  region  is  that  lying  along  the  streams  entering  into  Green  bay  and  Lake  Michigan,  and  border- 
ing on  the  Wisconsin  river  and  other  streams  entering  into  the  Mississippi.  Most  of  the  pine  in 
the  unincdiaic  vicinity  of  these  sucauis  hus  been  cut  ulf  wcU  toward  their  sources ;  still,  there 
aie  vast  tracts  covered  with  dense  forests,  not  accessible  from  streams  suitable  for  log-driving 
pnrposes.  The  building  of  railroads  into  these  forests  will  alone  give  a  market  value  to  a  laige 
portion  of  the  pine  timber  there  growin^j.  It  is  well,  perhaps,  that  this  is  so,  for  at  the  present 
rate  of  consumption,  but  a  few  years  will  elapse  before  these  noble  forests  will  be  totally  destroyed. 
Most  of  the  lumber  manufactured  on  the  rivers  was  formerly  taken  to  a  market  by  being  floated 
down  the  streams  in  rafts.  Now,  the  railroads  are  transporting  large  quantities,  tdung  it  directly 
from  the  mills  and  unloading  it  at  interior  points  in  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  and  some  of  it 
in  eastern  citie^.  From  five  to  eight  thousand  men  are  employed  in  the  i)ineries  in  felling  the 
trees,  sawing  them  into  logs  of  suitable  length,  and  hauling  them  to  the  mills  and  streams  during 
etreiy  winter  in  times  of  fair  prices  and  favorable  seasons.  The  amount  of  lumber  sawed  in 
i860,  as  carefully  estimated,  was  3S5i055»i5S  feet.  The  amount  of  shingles  made  was  2,373,061, 
aitd  no  account  was  made  of  the  immense  number  of  logs  floated  out  of  the  state,  for  manufac- 
*ure  into  lumber  clscwhen;.  The  amount  of  logs  cut  in  the  winter  of  1873  and  1S74  was 
9^7,000,000  feet.  In  1876  and  1877  the  Black  river  furnished  188,344,464  feet.  The  Chippewa, 
90,000,000;  the  Red  Cedar,  57,000,000.  There  passed  through  Beef  Slough  129,384,000  feetcrf  ' 
logs.  Hon.  A.  H.  Eaton,  for  fourteen  years  receiver  of  the  United  States  land  office  at  Stevens 
Point,  estimated  the  acreage  of  pine  lands  in  his  district  at  3,000,000.  and,  taking  his  own  district 
a«  the  basis,  he  estimated  the  whole  state  at  8,000,000  acres.  Reckoning  this  at  5,000  feet  to  the 
acre,  the  aggregate  pine  timber  of  the  state  would  be  40,000,000,000  feet.  The  log  product 
annually  amounts  to  an  immense  sum.  In  1876,  1,1 72,61 1,823  feet  were  cut  This  is  about  the 
average  annual  draft  that  is  made  on  the  pine  lands.   There  seems  to  be  no  remedy  for  the 
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wholesale  destitictbii  of  our  pine  fbiestt,  except  the  one  alluded  to,  the  difficulty  of  transports- 
tion,  and  this  will  probably  save  a  portion  of  them  for  a  long' time  in  the  future.   At  the  rate  of 

Consumption*for  twenty  years  past,  we  can  estimate  that  fifty  years  would  see  northern  Wiscon- 
sin denuded  of  its  pine  forests;  but  our  lumber  i)roduc;t  has  reached  its  maximum,  and  will 
probably  decrease  in  the  coming  years  as  the  distance  to  be  hauled  to  navigable  streams 
increases.  In  the  mean  time  lumber,  shingles  and  lath  will  form  an  important  factor  in  our 
commerce,  both  state  and  inter-state,  and  will  contribute  millbns  to  the  wealth  of  our  citizens. 

Graix. 

Up  to  1841,  no  grain  was  exported  from  U  iscon:>ia  tu  be  used  as  food;  but,  from  the  time 
of  its  first  settlement  in  1836  to  1840,  the  supply  of  bread  stuffs  from  abroad,  upon  which  the 
people  depended,  was  gradually  diminished  by  the  substitution  of  home  products.  In  the  winter 
of  1840  and  1 84 1,  E.  D.  Holtou,  of  Milwaukee,  purchased  a  small  cargo  of  wheat  (about  4,000 
bushels),  and  in  the  spring  of  1S41,  shipped  it  to  Buffalo.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  trai&c 
that  has  grown  to  immense  proportions,  and,  since  that  time,  wheat  has  formed  the  basis  of  the 
commerce  and  prosperity  of  the  state,  until  the  city  of  Milwaukee  has  become  the  greatest 
primary  wheat  mart  of  the  world. 

The  tullowing  table  gives  the  exportsof  flour  and  grain  from  Milwaukee  for  thirty-two  years, 
commencing  in  1845 : 


YEARS. 


t84$  

1846  

1847  

1848  

18*)  

tSso  

1851  

1S52  

1S53  

1S54  

1855  

1856  

I8$7  

1858  

1859  

i860  

1861  

1862  

1863  

1S64  

1S65  

iSU'  

1S67  

1868  

1869  

1870  

1871  

1873  

1873  

1874  

1875  

1876  


FLOUR, 

bbb. 

WHEAT, 

bus. 

CORK, 

bus. 

OATS, 
btM. 

BABUV, 

bos. 

avE, 
bu. 

7.550 

95.5»o 

a • . . .... 

15-756 

213.44S 

........ 

........ 

34.S40 

59MH 

602.474 

1,136,023 

2.500 

4,000 

15,000 

ii>)  01 7 

297.570 

5,000 

2.10O 

15.270 

51,359 

317.285 

13.829 

7.892 

103,840 

92,<>95 

564.404 

3.22U 

3^'3.''^4I 

322,261 

54.692 

104.055 

95f'.703 

270 

131.716 

291,890 

80.365 

145.032 

1.S09.452 

164.908 

404.999 

339.338 

"3443 

181,568 

3.641,746 

113,13a 

J3.833 

63.379 

20,030 

183.455 

2.761.976 

SI8 

5493 

228  442 

2.58i.3>t 

473 

a.775 

800 

298.668 

3.994.2«3 

43.958 

562.067 

63,178 

5378 

283,9S6 

4.732.957 

41.364 

299  002 

53.216 

".577 

457.343 

7.568.608 

37.204 

64,682 

28.056 

9-735 

()74  474 

13  300495 

I.4S5 

1,200 

5.220 

2i).S  10 

7  "-405 

14.91  =,6So 

9.4 -'^9 

79.o<M 

44.S00 

126,301 

603  525 

12,837.620 

88,989 

831 ,600 

133-449 

S4.047 

4M.S33 

8992.479 

14U.7.S6 

81 1.634 

23-479 

18,210 

567.576 

10479,777 

71,203 

326  472 

29597 

5'.444 

720.365 

11.634.749 

48i>.4o8 

1,636.  595 

18,988 

255.329 

921.663 

9.59'-45a 

266. 249 

622.469 

30^833 

106.795 

l.o«  7.598 

9,867,029 

342.717 

536-539 

95.036 

9'. 443 

i,a8.i.os8 

14.272.799 

93.806 

35».768 

t90b662 

7S.035 

i<3*5.94i 

16,137.838 

103.173 

210,187 

469,325 

63,494 

1,211.437 

13.409467 

419  133 

772.929 

576.453 

306,896 

1,232  036 

11.570  565 

1.557.953 

1.323.234 

931.725 

309.751 

I,8.>c.200 

24  i)<)4  266 

197  920 

990.525 

6SS.455 

255  928 

2.217  579 

22  255.380 

55''  563 

726.035 

464.837 

79  *79 

2.163,346 

22.68  I  . U20 

226,895 

i.tfio.450 

S67.970 

98.923 

16,804.394 

96,908 

«.377.56o 

I.a3548t 
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Up  to  1856,  the  shipments  were  almost  wholly  of  Wisconsin  products  ;  but  with  the  comple- 
tion of  lines  of  railroad  from  Milwaukee  to  the  Mississippi  river,  the  commerce  of  Wisconsin 
became  so  interwoven  with  that  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  that  ihe  data  furnished  hy  the  transport 
lation  companies,  give  us  no  definite  figures  relating  to  the  products  of  our  own  state. 


Wisconsin  is  becoming  largely  interested  in  the  dairy  business.  Its  numerous  springs, 
streams,  and  natural  adaptatnliQr  to  grass,  make  it  a  fine  graxing  country,  and  stock  thrives 
temarkably  well.    Within  a  few  years,  cheese -factories  have  become  numerous,  and  their  owners 

are  meeting  with  excellent  success.  Wisconsin  cheese  is  bringing  the  highest  price  in  the  markets, 
and  much  of  it  is  shipped  to  England.  Butter  is  also  made  of  a  superior  quality,  and  is  exten-  . 
Hvely  ex|>orted.  At  the  rate  of  progress  made  during  the  last  few  years,  Wisconsin  will  soon 
take  rank  with  the  leading  cheese  and  butter  producing  states.  The  counties  most  largely  inter- 
ested in  dairying,  are  Kenosha,  Walworth,  Racine,  Rock,  Green,  Waukesha,  Winnebago,  Sheboy- 
gan. Jefferson  and  Dodge.  According  to  estinuites  by  experienced  dairymen,  the  manufacture 
of  butter  was  22,473,000  pounds  ia  1870;  50,130,000111  1^70;  oi  cheese,  1,591,000  pounds  in 
18701  as  against  17,000,000  in  1876,  which  will  convey  a  fair  idea  of  the  increase  of  dairy  ptodue- 
tioQ.  The  receipts  of  cheese  in  Chicago  during  1876,  were  33,780,000 pounds,  against  12,000,000 
in  1R75  ;  and  the  receipts  of  bi-tter  were  35,3S4.i5>4,  against  30,248,247  pounds  in  1.S75.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  fully  one-half  of  these  recci[)ts  were  from  Wisconsin.  The  reccii)ts  of  butter  in 
.Milwaukee  were,  in  1S70,  3,779,1 14  pounds;  in  1S75,  6,625,863;  in  1876,8,938,137  pounds;  ot 
cheese,  5,721,279  pounds  in  1875,  and  7>os5,573  in  1876.  Cheese  is  not  mentioned  in  the  trade 
and  commerce  reports  of  Milwaukee  untQ  1873,  when  it  is  spoken  of  as  a  new  and  rapidly 
increasing  commodity  in  the  productions  of  the  state. 


Improved  breeds,  both  of  swine  and  cattle,  have  been  introduced  into  the  state  during  a 
few  yean  past.  The  gr.ide  of  stock  has  been  rapidly  bettered,  and  stock  raisers  generally  are 
striving  with  commendable  zeal  to  lival  each  other  in  raising  the  finest  of  animals  for  use  and 
the  market. 


The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  of  live  hogs  and  beef  cattle  at  Milwaukee  for  thir- 
teen years : 


Dairy  Products. 


Pork  and  Beet. 


TSARS. 


UVB  HOOS. 


BEEK  CATTLE. 


YEARS. 


LIVE  iio»;s. 


BEEF  CATTLR. 


1876. 


^54.317 

a4s.3s6 

241.099 
138.106 


36,803 
46.717 
aa.748 

9.220 
12,97a 


iS6g. 

1868. 

1867. 

1866. 

1863 

1864 


52.296 

4«.7»7 
76*758 
31.881 

7.546 
42,250 
56.826 


ts,5Si 

i3,aoo 
15.537 
".955 
14- 230 
IS.  345 
J4.C55 


1871...  

1870  


136,164 
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The  following  table  shows  the  movement  of  hog  products  and  beef  from  Milwaukee  since 


SlupmcnU  by  Rail 


Totak 


1876.. 

1875-- 
1874 - - 

1873.- 
187a 

1871 . . 
1S70.. 
1S69.. 
1S6S.. 
1867.. 
1366.. 
1865.. 
1864.. 
1863.. 
I86t.. 


PORK,  UAMS,  MIDOLBS  AND  SHOULDERS. 


63.461 
56.778 
53.70a 

80,010 
90.038 
88.940 

77.655 
69.805 

73.526 

SS,8S8 
74,726 
34.013 
67.933 
90k387 
56,439 


Tierces. 


IS.439 
I5.a9« 
17.134 

a4.954 

20,115 
20,192 
15.S19 
9.546 
13.146 
11,614 
7.805 
2.713 
5.927 
15.811 

ia.68s 


Uoxes. 


4^.678 
»8.374 
39.572 

62.311 
89,209 

14.938 
5.875 
5.298 

3.239 
4.522 

34. 164 
5.000 
11.634 


Bulk.  lb*. 


a.736.77« 
t494<ItS 

1,915,610 

4,557.950 
5,161,941 

4,717.630 
2.325.150 
1,768,190 
454.786 
863,746 


LARD. 


Barrels. 


3.301 
601 
9.1 10 
4,065 
6,276 
3.932 
2.535 
1,180 

3.637 
2.523 
3.287 
1,029 

5.677 
10.987 
IS.53B 


BBRF. 


» 

ai,356 

3439 

18,950 

4.734 

421 

18,509 

5.015 

707 

24.399 

5.365 

462 

27.765 

4.757 

1,500 

19.746 

3.892 

1,606 

io,ij50 

4,427 

925 

8,568 

7.538 

J.  I  St 

5.055 

10,150 

3.231 

8,  Sao 

18.984 

6.S04 

6.292 
a.487 

11.852 

4.5«4 

10,427 

S.5«» 

7,207 

36866 

$.»7l 

10,546 

4S,9»7 

6b377 

6.761 

39.174 

3317 

Hops.  ; 

The  culture  of  hops,  as  an  article  af  <  umincrcc,  received  but  little  attention  prior  to  i860. 
In  1865,  2,864  hales  only  were  shipped  from  Milwaukee.  In  addition,  a  large  amount  was  u&cd 
by  the  brewers  throughout  the  sute.  In  1866,  the  .amount  exi  orted  was  increased,  and  5,774  I 
bales  were  shipped  to  eastern  markets.  The  price,  from  forty-five  to  fifty-live  cents  per  pound, 
stimulated  production,  and  the  article  became  one  of  the  staple  products  of  the  counties  of  Sauk. 
Columbia,  .Vdams  and  Juneau,  besides  being  largely  i  ultivated  in  parts  of  some  other  counties. 
In  1867,  26,562  bales  were  received  at  Milwaukee,  and  liie  prices  ranged  from  liiiy  to  seventy  cents 
per  pound.  The  estimated  crop  of  the  state  for  1867  was  35,000  bales,  and  brought  over 
$4,200^000.  In  1 868,  not  less  than  60,000  bales  were  grown  in  the  state.  The  crop  every  where 
was  a  large  one,  and  in  Wisconsin  so  very  large  that  an  over-supply  was  anticipated.  But  few. 
however,  were  prepared  for  the  decline  in  prices,  that  far  exceeded  the  worst  apprehensions  of 
those  interested.  The  first  sales  were  made  at  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  the  , 
prices  were  reluctantly  accepted  by  the  growers.  The  price  continued  to  decline  until  the  article 
was  unsalable  and  unavailable  in  the  market.  Probably  the  average  price  did  not  e.xceed  ten 
cents  jx;r  iK>und.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  check  which  hop-growing  received  in  186S,  by  the 
unprofitable  result,  growers  were  not  discouraged,  and  the  crop  of  1869  was  a  large  one.  So 
much  of  the  crop  of  1868  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  growers,  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate 
that  of  1 869.  The  new  ciopsold  for  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents,  and  the  old  for  from  three  to  five  cents 
per  pound.  Hop-cultivation  lecdved  a  check  from  over-production  in  1868,  from  which  it  did  not 
soon  recover.  .\  large  proi>ortion  of  the  yards  were  plowed  under  in  1870.  The  crop  of  1869 
was  much  of  it  marketed  during  1870,  at  a  price  of  about  two  and  one-half  to  three  and  ODe- 
half  cents  per  pound,  while  that  of  1870  biou^t  ten  to  twelve  and  a  half  cents.  During 
the  year  187 1,  a  great  advance  in  the  price,  caused  1^  the  parrial  failure  of  the  crop 
in  some  of  the  eastern  states,  and  the  decrease  in  price  causing  a  decrease  in  production, 
what  was  left  over  of  the  crop  of  1S70  more  than  doubled  in  value  before  the  new  reached  the 
market.    The  latter  opened  at  thirty  cents,  and  steadily  rose  to  fifty  and  fifty-live  for  prime 
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qualities.  The  crop  of  1872  was  of  good  quality,  and  the  market  opened  at  forty  to  fifty-five 
cents  as  the  selling  price,  and  fell  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  before  the  dose  of  the  year.  A  much 
laiiger  'quantity  was  raised  than  the  year  previous.  In  1873  and  1874,  the  crop  was  fair  and 
prices  ruled  from  thirty-three  to  forty-five  cents,  with  increased  production.  About  18,000  bales 
were  reported  as  being  shipi)ed  from  the  different-  railway  stations  of  the  state.  Prices  were 
extremely  irregular  during  1875,  and,  after  the  new  crop  reached  market,  fell  to  a  point  that 
mntld  not  pay  the  cost  of  production.  In  1876,  prices  ruled  low  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  and 
advanced  from  five  to  ten  cents  in  January  to  twenty-eight  to  thirty  in  November.  Over  17,000 
bales  werd  received  at  Milwaukee,  over  10,000  bales  being  of  the  crop  of  the  previous  year. 
Over  13,000  bales  were  shipped  out  of  the  state.  ^ 

Tobacco. 

Tbbaoeo  laising  is  comparatively  a  neir  industry  in  Wiaconnii,  but  u  rapidly  growing  in 
importance  and  magnitude.   It  sells  oeadily  for  fnmi  four  to  ten  cents  per  pound,  and  the  plant 

is  easily  raised.  It  is  not  regarded  as  of  superior  quality.  It  first  appears  as  a  commodity  of 
transportation  in  the  railway  reports  for  the  year  187 1,  when  the  Prairie  du  Chien  division 
of  the  St.  Paul  road  moved  eastward  i>373»65o  pounds.  During  the  four  years  ending  with 
1874s,  there  were  shipped  from  Milwaukee  an  average  of  5.1 18,530  pounds  annually,  the  t.  axi- 
nam  being  in  1874,  6,98a,x75  pounds;  the  minimum  in  1875,  2,743,854  pounds.  The  crop  of 
1S76  escaped  the  early  frosts,  and  netted  the  producer  from  five  to  seven  cents  per  pound.  The 
greatar  part  of  it  was  shipjjed  to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  Comparatively  little  of  the  leaf 
raised  in  the  state  is  used  here  or  by  western  manufacturers.  The  crop  of  the  present  year, 
1877,  is  a  large  one,  and  has  been  secured  in  good  order.  It  is  being  contracted  for  at  from  four  to 
sis  cents  per  pound.  ' 

Cranberries. 

The  cranberry  trade  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  But  little,  comparatively,  has  been  done  in  devel- 
oping the  capabilities  of  the  extensive  bodies  of  marsh  and  swamp  lands  interspersed  throughout 
the  northern  part  of  the  state.  Increased  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  culture  of  the  fruit;  yet, 
the  demand  will  probably  keep  ahead  of  the  supply  for  many  years  to  come.  In  1851,  less  than 
1,500  bands  were  sent  out  of  the  state.  In  r87S,  the  year  of  greatest  production,  over  37.000 
barrels  were  exported,  and,  in  1876,  about  17,000  barrels.  The  price  has  varied  in  different 
years,  and  taken  a  range  from  eight  to  fifteen  dollars  a  barrel. 

SpnuTuous  AMD  Malt  LiQi;oitSt 

The  production  of  liquors,  both  spirituous  and  matt,  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of 

population  and  with  the  other  industries  of  the  state.  There  were  in  Wisconsin,  in  1872,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  breweries  and  ten  distilleries.  In  1876,  there  were  two  hundred  and 
niaety-three  of  the  former  and  ten  of  ihc  latter,  and  most  of  them  were  kept  running  to  their 
fsK  capacity.  Milwaukee  alone  produced,  in  1S76,  321,611  barrels  of  lager  beer  and  43,175 
batiels  of  high  wines.  In  1865,  it  furnished  65,666  barrels  of  beer,  and  in  1870, 108,845  barrels. 
In  1865,  it  furnished  3,046  barrels  of  high  wines;  in  1870,  22,867  barrels;  and  in  1875,  39,005. 
A  large  quantity  of  the  beer  made  was  shipped  to  eastern  and  southern  cities.  The  beer  made 
in  1876  sold  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  barrel,  the  wholesale  price  of  the  brewers  bringing  the 
sum  of  $3,2 1 6, 1  to.  The  fame  of  Milwaukee  lager  beer  is  widely  extended.  This  city  has 
famished  since  1870,  i,5ao,3{08  barrels  which,  at  the  wholesale  price,  brought  $i5(ao3,t7o.  The 
total  productbn  of  beer  by  all  the  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  breweries  of  the  state  for  1876, 
was  450,508  barrels.  ' 
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In  1876,  Milwaukee  produced  43,175  barrels  of  high  vrines,  or  distilled  spirits,  and  the 
state  of  Wisconsin  51,959  bands.  In  1870,  the  former  produced  108,845  barrels  of  beer  and 
23.867  barrels  of  distilled  spirits,  and  in  the  same  year  the  stateof  Wisconsin  produced  189,664 
barrels     beer  and  36,145  barrels  of  distilled  spirits.  * 

MlSCBtLANEOUS. 

Boicebdn  claf  ,  or  kaolin,  is  found  in  numerous  places  in  Wood  and  Marathon  counties.  The 
mineral  is  found  in  but  few  places  in  the  United  States  in  quantities  sufficient  to  justify  the 

investment  of  capital  necessary  to  manufacture  it.  In  the  counties  mentioned,  the  deposits  arc 
found  in  extensive  1)eds,  and  only  capital  and  enterprise  are  needed  to  make  their  development 
profitable.  Clay  of  superior  quality  for  making  brick  and  of  fair  quality  for  potter),  i» 
found  in  namerous  localities.  The  famous  "  Milwaukee  brick,**  remarkable  for  their  beautiful 
cream  color,  is  made  from  a  fine  day  which  is  abundant  near  Milwaukee,  and  is  found  in  exteo* 
sivc  beds  at  Watertown,  Whitewater,  Edgerton,  Stoughton,  and  several  places  on  the  lake  shore 
north  of  Milwaukee.  At  Whitewater  and  some  other  places  the  clay  is  used  with  success  for  the 
making  of  pottery  ware.  Water-lime,  or  hydraulic  cement,  occurs  in  numerous  places  throughout 
the  state.  An  extensive  bed  covering  between  one  and  two  hundred  acres,  and  of  an  indefinite 
depth,  exists  on  the  banks  of  the  Milwaukee  river,  and  notoverone  and  a  half  miles  from  the  dxj 
limits  of  Milwaukee.  The  cement  made  from  the  rock  of  thisde|K)iit  is  first-class  in  qualit}-,  and 
V)etween  twenty  and  thirty  thousand  barrels  were  made  and  sold  last  year.  The  capacity  of  the 
works  for  reducing  the  rock  to  cement  has  been  increased  to  500  barrels  per  day.  Stones  suita- 
ble for  building  purposes  ate  widely  distributed  throughout  the  state,  and  nearly  every-  town  has 
its  available  quarry.  Manyof  these  quarries  furnish  stone  of  fine  4uality  for  substantial  and 
permanent  edifices.  The  quarrj'  at  Prairie  du  Chien  furnished  the  stone  for  the  capital  building 
at  Madison,  which  equals  in  beauty  that  of  any  state  in  the  Union.  At  Milwaukee,  Waukesha, 
Madison,  La  Crosse,  and  many  other  places  are  found  quarries  of  su|>erior  building  stone. 
Granite  is  found  in  extensive  beds  in  Marathon  and  Wood  counties,  and  dressed  specimens  | 
exhibited  at  the  **  Centennial "  last  year,  attracted  attention  for  their  fine  polish.  Marbles  of 
various  kinds  are  likewise  found  in  the  state.  Some  of  them  are  beginning  to  attract  attention 
and  are  likely  to  prove  valuable.  The  report  of  Messrs.  Foster  «5c  W  hitney,  United  States  geol- 
ogists, speaks  of  quarries  on  the  Menomonee  and  Michigamig  rivers  as  affording  beautiful  varie- 
ties and  susceptible  of  a  high  polish.  Richland  county  contains  marble,  but  its  quality  is  gen- 
erally oonadered  infermr. 

Water  Powbks. 

Wisconftin  is  fast  becoming  a  manufacturing  state.    Its  forests  of  pine,  oak,  walnlit,  ma{de, 
ash,  and  other  valuable  woods  used  for  lumber,  are  well-nigh  ine.vhaustible.    Its  water-jtowcr  for 
driving  the  wheels  of  machinery  is  not  equaled  by  that  of  any  state  in  the  nortliwest.    The  Lower 
Fox  river  between  Lake  Winnebago  and  tJreea  Bay,  a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles,  furnishes  ] 
some  of  the  best  facilities  for  manufacturing  enterprise  in  the  whole  country.   Lake  Winnebago 
as  a  reservoir  gives  it  a  great  and  special  advantage,  in  freedom  from  liability  to  freshets  and 
droncjhts      The  stream  never  varies  but  a  few  feet  from  its  highest  to  its  lowest  stage,  yet  gives  I 
a  steady  flow.    The  (Ireen  Bay  and  Mississippi  canal  company  has,  during  the  last  twenty-hve  1 
years,  constructed  numerous  dams,  canals  and  locks,  constituting  very  valuable  improvements. 
All  the  property  of  that  company  has  been  transferred  to  the  United  States  government,  which 
has  entered  upon  a  system  to  render  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  navigable  to  the  MississiiJpi 
The  foil  between  the  lake  and  Depere  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  the  water  can  be  utilixed  ' 


L.iy,u^cd  by  Google 


COMMERCE  AND  MANTTPACTtTBEUL 


907 


in  propelling  machinery  at  Neenah,  Menasha,  Appleton,  Cedar,  Little  Chute,  Kaukauna,  Rapid 
Ceochey  Little  Kttukauna  and  Depere.  The  water-power  at  Appleton  in  its  natural  advantages 
b  pnooanced  by  Hon.  Hiram  Barn^,  of  New  York,  3aperior  to  those  at  Lowell,  Paterson 
and  Rochester,  combined.  The  water-power  of  the  Fox  has  been  improved  to  a  considerable 
extent,  but  its  full  capacity  has  hardly  been  touched.  Attention  lias  l)een  drawn  to  it,  how- 
ever, and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  in  a  few  years  the  hum  of  machintrrj-  to  be  propelled 
by  it,  will  be  heaid  the  entire  length  of  the  thirty-five  miles.  The  facilities  presented  by  its 
nearness  to  timber,  iron,  and  a  rich  and  productive  agricultural  region,  give  it  an  advantage  over 
any  of  t!ic  eastern  manufacturing  points. 

The  Wisconsin  river  rises  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  has  its  source  in  a 
great  number  of  small  lakes.  The  up;)er  portion  abounds  in  valuable  water  privileges,  only  a 
few  of  which  are  improved.  There  are  a  large  number  of  saw-mills  running  upon  the  power  of 
diis  river.    Other  machinery,  to  a  limited  extent,  is  in  operation. 

The  "  nig  Bull  "  falls,  at  Wausau,  are  improved,  and  a  power  of  twenty-two  feet  fall  is  obtained. 
At  Little  Bull  falls,  below  Wausau,  there  is  a  fall  of  eighteen  feet,  partially  improved.  There  are 
many  other  water-powers  in  Marathon  county,  some  of  which  are  used  in  propelling  flouring- 
nilU  and  s&w-mills.  At  Grand  Rapids,  there  is  a  descent  of  thirty  feet  to  the  mile,  and  the 
water  can  be  used  many  times^  Each  time,  5,000  horse-power  is  obtained.  At  Kilboum  City 
a  large  amount  of  power  can  be  obtained  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Chippewa  river  has  its  origin  in  small  streams  in  the  north  part  of  the  state.  Explorers 
tell  us  that  there  are  a  lar^e  number  of  water  powers  on  all  the  upper  branches,  but  as  the 
eomtry  is  yet  unsettled,  none  of  tfaem  have  been  improved,aiid  very  few  even  located  on  our  maps. 
BraneUe  £dla  and  Ameger  Mis,  above  Chippewa  Falls  dty,  must  furnish  oonaidenble  water- 
power,  but  its  extent  is  not  known  At  Chippewa  Falls  is  an  excellent  water-power, ooly  partially 
improved.  The  river  descends  twenty-six  feet  in  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  At  Duncan  creek  at  the 
same  place,  there  is  a  good  fall,  improved  to  run  a  large  flouring  mill.  At  Eagle  Rapids,  five 
miles  above  Chippewa  Falls,  $1 30,000  has  been  expended  in  improving  the  fall  of  the  Chippewa 
river.  The  dty  of  Eau  Claire  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Chippewa  and  Eau  Claire 
nvers,  .ind  possesses  in  its  immediate  vicinity  water-powers  almost  unrivaled.  Some  of  them 
are  improved.  The  citizens  of  Eau  Claire  have,  for  several  years,  striven  to  obtain  legislative 
authority  to  dam  the  Chippewa  river,  so  as  to  improve  the  water-power  of  the  Dells,  and  a  lively 
contest,  known  as  the  "  Dells  fight,"  has  been  carried  on  with  the  capitalists  along  the  river  above 
that  town.  There  are  immense  water-powers  in  Dunn  county,  on  the  Red  Cedar,  Chippewa 
•  nd  Eau  Galle  rivers,  on  which  there  are  many  lumbering  establishments.  In  Pepin  county  also 
there  are  gocnl  powers.  The  BKick  river  and  its  l)ranches,  the  La  Crosse,  P.ufTalo,  Trempealeau, 
Beaver,  and Tamaso,  furnish  many  valuable  powers.  The  St,  Croix  river  is  not  excelled  in  the  value 
of  its  water  privileges  by  any  stream  in  the  state,  except  the  Lower  Fox  river.  At  St.  Croix  Falls, 
the  water  of  the  river  makes  a  descent  of  eighty-five  feet  in  a  distance  of  five  miles,  and  the  vol- 
umeofwateris  sufficient  to  move  the  machinery  for  an  immense  manufacturing  business,  and  the 
hanks  present  good  facilities  for  building  dams,  and  the  river  is  not  subject  to  freshets.  The 
Kinnekinnick  has  a  large  number  of  falls,  some  of  them  partially  improved.  Within  twenty-five 
miles  of  its  entrance  into  Lake  St.  Croix,  it  has  a  fall  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  the  volume  of 
water  averages  about  three  thousand  cubic  feet  per  minute.  Rock  river  aflbrds  valuable  water- 
:)rivilegcs  at  Watertown  (with  twenty-fuur  feet  fall),  and  largely  improved;  at  Jefferson,  Indian 
Ford  and  Janesville,  all  of  which  are  improved.  Beloit  also  has  an  excellent  water-power,  and 
it  is  largely  improved.   Scattered  throughout  the  state  are  many  other  water- powers,  not  alluded 
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to  in  the  foregoing.   There  are  several  in  Manitowoc  county ;  in  Marquette  county*  also.  la 

Washington  county,  at  West  Bend,  Berlin,  and  Cedar  Creek,  th^re  are  good  water-powers,  pattlj 
utilized.  At  Whitewater,  in  Walworth  county,  is  a  good  power.  In  Dane  county,  there  is  a 
water-power  at  Madi:ion,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Mendota;  also,  a  good  one  at  Stoughton,  below 
the  first,  or  Lake  Kegonsa ;  also  at  Paoli,  Bdlville,  Albany  and  Brodhead,  on  the  Sugar  river. 
In  Grant  county  there  are  not  less  than  twenty  good  powers,  most  of  them  well-developed.  In 
Racine  county,  three  powers  of  fine  capacity  at  Waterford,  Rochester  and  Burlington,  all  of 
which  are  improved.  The  Oconto,  Peshtigo  and  Mononionee  rivers  furnish  a  large  number  of 
splendid  water- ix)wer3  of  large  capacity.  The  Upper  Wolf  river  has  scores  of  water-powers  on 
its  main  stream  and  numerous  branches ;  but  most  of  the  country  is  still  a  wilderness,  thoajth 
containing  resources  which,  when  developed,  will  make  it  rich  and  prosperous.  There  are 
numerous  other  streams  of  less  consequence  than  those  named,  but  of  great  ira[X)rtance  to  the 
localities  they  severally  drain,  that  have  luid  their  |)Owers  improved,  and  their  waterfalls  arc 
singing  the  songs  of  commerce.  On  the  rivers  emptying  into  Lake  Superior,  there  are  numerous 
and  valuable  water-powers.  The  Montreal  river  falls  one  thousand  feet  in  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles. 

Manufactures.  ^ 

The  mechanical  and  manufacturing  industries  of  Wisconsin  demonstrate  that  the  people  do 
not  rely  wholly  upon  agricultural  pursuits,  or  lumbering,  for  subsistence,  but  aim  to  diversify 
their  labors  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  give  encouragement  to  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  thdr 
mechanics  and  artisans.  All  our  cities,  and  most  of  our  villages,  support  establishments  that 
furnish  wares  and  implements  in  common  use  among  the  people.  We  gather  from  the  census 
report  for  1^70  a  few  facts  that  will  give  us  an  adequate  idea  of  what  was  done  in  a  single  year, 
remembering  that  the  data  furnished  is  six  years  old,  and  that  great  advancement  has  been  nude 
since  the  Statistics  were  gathered.  In  1870,  there  were  eighty-two  establishments  engaged  ia 
making  agricultural  implements,  employing  1,387  hands,  and  turning  out  products  valued  at 
$2,393,400.  There  were  one  Ir.nidred  and  eighty-eight  furniture  establishments,  employing  1,844 
men.  and  making  $1,542,300  worth  of  goods.  For  making  carriages  and  wagons  there  were  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five  establishments,  employing  2,184  men,  and  their  product  was  valued  at 
$2,596,534;  for  clothing,  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  establishments,  and  value  of  product 
$2,340,400;  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  eighty-one  shops,  and  value  of  product  $1,852,370;  leather, 
eighty-five  tanneries,  emi)l()yiiig  577  men,  and  value  of  products  $2,013,000  ;  malt  liquors,  OBS 
hundred  and  seventy-six  broH-eries,  835  men,  and  their  products  valued  at  $1,790,273. 

At  many  |)oints  the  business  of  manufacturing  is  carried  on  more  or  less  extensively: 
indeed,  there  is  hardly  a  village  in  the  state  where  capital  is  not  invested  in  some  kind 
of  mechanical  industty  or  manufacturing  enterprise,  and  making  satisfactory  returns;  bntfo 
details  in  this  respect,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  department  of  local  history. 

The  principal  commodities  only,  which  Wisconsin  contributes  to  trade  and  commerce,  have 
been  considered.  There  remains  quite  a  number  of  nunor  articles  from  which  the  citisens  of  the 
state  derive  some  revenue,  such  as  flax  and  maple  sugar,  which  can  not  be  separately  considered 
in  this  paper. 

('ONCLUIJINC.  ReM.XRKS. 

Statistics  are  usually  dry  reading,  but,  to  one  desiring  to  change  his  location  and  seeking 
'  information  regarding  a  new  country  and  its  capabilities,  they  become  intensely  interesting  and 
of  great  value.  The  fanner  wishes  to  know  about  the  lands,  their  value  and  the  productiveness 
of  the  soil ;  the  mechanic  about  the  workshops,  the  price  of  labor,  and  the  demand  for  such  wares 
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as  he  is  accustomed  to  make ;  the  capitalist,  concerning  all  matters  that  pertain  to  resources, 
adfantag^s,  and  the  opportunities  for  investing  his  money.  Our  own  people  want  all  the  infor* 
matkm  that  can  be  gained  by  the  collection  of  all  obtainable  facts.  The  sources  of  such  infor- 
mation are  now  various,  and  the  knowledge  they  impart  fragmentary  in  its  character. 

Provision  should  be  made  by  law,  for  the  collection  and  publication  of  reliable  statistics 
relating  to  our  farming,  manufacturing,  mining,  lumbering,  commercial  and  educational  interests. 
Several  of  the  states  of  the  Union  have  established  a  "  Bureau  of  Statistics,**  and  no  more  valua- 
ble reports  emanate  from  any  of  their  state  departments  than  those  that  exlubit  a  condensed 
Tiewofthe  material  results  accomplished  each  year.  Most  of  the  K\iropean  states  foster  these 
agencies  with  as  much  solicitude  as  any  department  of  their  government.  Indeed,  they  have 
become  a  social  as  well  as  a  material  necessity,  for  social  science  extends  its  inquiries  to  the 
physical  laws  of  man  as  a  social  being;  to  the  resources  of  the  country;  its  productions;  the 
growth  of  society,  and  to  all  those  facts  or  conditions  which  may  increase  or  diminish  the  strength, 
^wth  or  happiness  of  a  people.  Statistics  are  the  foundation  and  oomer-stone  of  social  science, 
which  is  the  highest  and  noblest  of  all  the  sciences. 

A  writer  has  said  that,  "  If  God  had  designed  Wisconsin  to  be  chiefly  a  manufacturing  state, 
instead  of  agricultural,  which  she  claims  to  be,  and  is,  it  is  difficult  to  see  more  than  one  partic> 
nlar  in  which  He  could  have  endowed  her  more  richly  for  that  purpose.**  She  has  all  the  mate' 
rill  for  the  construction  of  articles  of  use  and  luxury,  the  means  of  motive  ix)wer  to  propel  the 
machiner}',  to  turn  and  fashion,  weave,  forge,  and  grind  the  natural  elements  that  abound  in  such 
rich  profusion.  She  has  also  the  men  whose  enterprise  and  skill  have  accomplished  most  sur- 
prising results,  in  not  only  building  up  a  name  for  themselves,  but  in  placing  the  stale  in  a  proud 
position  of  independence. 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  what  will  be  the  future  growth  and  development  of  Wisconsin. 
From  its  commercial  and  manufacturing  advantages,  we  may  reasonably  anticipate  that  she  will 
in  a  few  years  lead  in  the  front  rank  of  the  states  of  the  Union  in  all  that  constitutes  real  great- 
ness. Her  educational  system  is  one  of  the  best.  1i^th  her  richly  endowed  State  University,  her 
colleges  and  high  schools,  and  the  people's  colleges,  the  common  schools,  she  has  laid  a  broad 
and  deep  foundation  for  a  great  and  noble  commonwealth.  It  was  early  seen  what  were  the 
capabilities  of  this  their  newly  explored  domain.  The  northwestern  explorer,  Jonathan  Carver, 
in  1766,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years  ago,  after  traversing  Wisconsin  and  viewing  its  lakes  of 
ciystal  punty.  its  rivers  of  matchless  utility,  its  forests  of  exhaustless  wealth,  its  prairies  of  won- 
derful fertility,  its  mines  of  buried  treasure,  recorded  this  remarkable  prediction  of  which  we  see 
the  fulfillment:  "To  what  power  or  authority  this  new  worhl  will  become  dependent  after  it  has 
arisen  from  its  present  uncultivated  state,  time  alone  can  discover.  But  as  the  seat  of  empire  from 
time  immemorial  has  been  gradually  progressive  toward  the  west,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  at 
some  future  period  mighty  kingdoms  will  emerge  from  these  wildernesses,  and  stately  palaces 
aid  solemn  temples  witli  gilded  spires  reaching  to  the  skies  supplant  the  Indian  hotS,  whoso 
only  decorations  are  the  barbarous  trophies  nf  their  vanquished  enemies." 


"  Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its  way ; 
The  fonr  first  acts  already  passed, 

A  fift^  shall  cl'i^L-  ilic  .Irama  with  the  day  J 
Time's  noblest  ofispriag  is  the  last." 


THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 


By  D.  S.  DURRIE. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  centurj',  all  the  territon,'  north  of  the  Ohio  river, 
including  the  present  state  of  Wisconsin,  was  an  undiscovered  region.  As  far  as  now  known,  it 
was  never  visited  by  white  men  until  the  year  1634,  when  Jean  Nicolet  came  to  the  Green  hvf 
country  as  an  ambassador  from  the  French  to  the  Winneba^oes.  The  Jesuit  fathers  in  1660 
visited  the  soutli  shore  of  Lake  Superior;  and,  soon  after,  missions  were  established  at  vanou« 
points  in  the  northwest. 

The  French  government  appreciating  the  importance  of  (assessing  dominion  over  this  sec- 
tion, M.  Talon,  intendant  of  Canada,  took  steps  to  carry  out  this  purpose,  and  availed  himself 
of  the  good  feelings  entertained  toward  the  French  by  a  number  of  the  Indian  tribes,  to  establish 
the  authority  of  the  French  crown  over  this  remote  quarter.  A  small  party  of  men  led  \n 
Daumont  de  Si.  Lusson,  with  Nicolas  Perrot  as  intcr[>reter,  set  out  from  Quebec  on  this  mission, 
in  1670,  and  St.  Lusson  sent  to  the  tribes  occupying  a  circuit  of  a  hundred  leagues,  inviting  the 
nations,  among  them  the  Wisconsin  tribes  inhabiting  the  Green  hay  country,  by  their  duefs  and 
ambassadors,  to  meet  him  at  the  Sault  Sainte  Marie  the  following  spring. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1671,  fourteen  trilies,  by  their  representatives,  including  the  Miami5.. 
Sacs,  Winnebagoes,  Menomonees,  and  Pnttaw.utamies.  arrived  at  the  place  designated.  On  the 
morning  of  tlie  fourteenth  of  June,  "  St.  Lusson  led  his  followers  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  all  fully 
equipped  and  under  arms.  Here,  too,  in  the  vestments  of  their  priestly  ofBce  were  four  Jesuits : 
Claude  Dablon,  superior  of  the  mission  on  the  lakes,  Gabriel  DrutUettes,  Claude  AUouez,  and 
Andr^.  .Ml  around,  the  great  throng  of  Indians  stood,  or  crouched,  or  reclined  at  length  witb 
eyes  and  ears  intent.  A  large  cross  of  wood  had  been  made  ready.  Dablon,  in  solemn  form, 
pronounced  his  blessing  on  it ;  and  then  it  was  reared  and  planted  in  the  ground,  while  the 
Frenchmen,  uncovered,  sang  the  VlexiUa  Xegis,  Then  a  post  of  cedar  was  planted  bende  it, 
%ith  a  metal  plate  attached,  engraven  with  the  royal  arms ;  while  St.  Lusson's  followers  sang  the 
exaudiat,  and  one  of  the  priests  uttered  a  prayer  for  the  king.  St.  Lusson  now  advanced,  and, 
holding  his  sword  in  one  hand,  and  raising  with  tlie  other  a  sod  of  earth,  proclaimed  in  a  loud 
voice  "'  that  he  took  possession  of  all  the  country  occupied  by  the  tribes,  and  placed  them  unucr 
the  king's  protection. 

This  act,  however,  was  not  regarded  as  sufficiently  definite,  and  on  the  eighth  of  May,  1689, 

Perrot,  who  was  then  commanding  for  the  king  at  the  [Mast  of  Nadouesioux,  near  Lake  Pepin  On 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississipi)i,  (  ommissioned  by  the  Marquis  de  Denonville  to  manage  the 
interests  of  commerce  west  of  Green  bay  took,  possession,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  with 
appropriate  ceremonies,  of  the  countries  west  of  Lake  Michigan  as  far  as  the  river  St.  Peter. 
The  papers  were  signed  by  Perrot  and  others. 

By  these  solemn  acts,  the  present  limits  of  Wisconsin  with  much  contiguous  territory,  came 
under  the  dominion  of  tlie  French  government,  the  ixjssession  of  which  continued  until  October, 
1761  — a  period  of  ninety  years  from  the  gathering  of  the  chiefs  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  in  1671. 

From  the  commencement  of  French  occupancy  up  to  the  time  when  the  British  took  posses- 
sion, the  district  of  country  embraced  within  the  present  limits  of  this  state  had  but  few  white 
inh.ibitanls  besides  the  roaming  Indian  traders;  and  of  these  few,  the  locations  were  separated  by 
a  distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles  in  a  direct  line,  and  nearly  double  that  distance  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


TUB  PUBLIO  DOMAIK. 


211 


the  usual  water  courses.  There  was  no  settlement  of  agriculturists;  there  were  no  missionaiy 
establishments;  no  fortified  posts  at  other  ix)ints,  except  at  Depere  and  Green  bay  on  Fox  "iver, 
zad  perhaps  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  near  the  junction  of  the  Wisconsin  and  the  Mississippi. 

The  Fiendi  goveinment  tOMdc  no  grant  of  lands;  gave  no  «tt«!ntion  to  settlers  or  agrica.- 
tuiUts,  and  the  occupation  of  the  country  was  strictly  military.  There  were,  indeed,  a  few  grants 
of  lands  made  by  the  French  governors  and  commanders,  previous  to  1750,  to  favored  indi> 
viduals.  six  of  which  were  afterward  confirmed  by  the  king  of  France.  There  were  also  others 
«hich  did  not  require  confirmation,  being  made  by  Cardillac,  commanding  at  Detroit,  under 
special  authori^  of  the  king;  of  thu  latter  kind,  one  for  a  small  piece  of  thirty  acres  bens  with 
it,  says  a  writer,  "  so  many  conditions,  reswrations,  prohibitions  of  sale,  and  a  whole  cavalcade 
f  feudal  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  grantee,  tiiat  in  itself  it  would  be  a  host  in  opposition  to 
the  agricultural  settlement  of  any  countrj-." 

The  grants  just  referred  to,  relate  to  that  part  of  the  French  ix>ssessions  outside  the  limits 
of  the  present  state  of  Wisconsin.  Within  its  limits  there  was  a  grant  of  an  extensive  territory 
including  the  fort  at  the  head  of  Green  bay,  with  the  exclusive  right  to  trade,  and  other  valuable 
privnleges,  from  the  Marquis  dc  Vaudreuil,  in  October,  1759,  to  M.  Rigaud.  It  was  sold  by  the 
latter  to  William  Gould  and  Madame  Vaudreuil,  to  whom  it  was  confirmed  by  the  king  of 
France  in  January,  1760,  at  a  very  critical  period,  when  Quebec  had  been  taken  by  the  British, 
and  Montreal  was  only  wanting  to  complete  the  conquest  of  Canada.  This  grant  was  evidently 
iDteoded  as  a  perquisite  to  entrap  some  unwary  persons  to  give  a  valuable  consideration  for  it, 
as  it  would  be  highly  imiwlitic  for  the  government  to  make  such  a  grant,  if  they  continued  mas- 
ters of  the  countf}',  since  it  would  surely  alienate  the  affections  of  the  Indians.  The  whole 
oouQtT)'  had  already  been  virtually  contjuered  by  Great  Britain,  and  the  grant  of  course  was  not 
confiraied  by  the  English  government. 

Of  the  war  between  the  French  and  En^sh  governments  in  America,  known  as  the  French 
»nd  Indian  war,  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak,  except  in  general  terms.  The  English  made  a 
'letermined  effort  to  obtain  the  jx)ssessions  claimed  by  the  Trench.  The  capture  of  Quebec  in 
759,  and  the  subsequent  capitulation  of  Montreal  in  1760,  extinguished  the  domination  of 
France  in  the  basin  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  by  the  terms  of  the  treaQr  of  Paris,  concluded 
Febmaiy  10,  1763,311  the  possessions  in,  and  all  the  claims  of  the  French  nation  to^  the  vast 
country  watered  by  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  were  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 

.\mong  the  first  acts  of  the  new  masters  of  the  country  was  the  protection  of  the  eminent 
donain  of  the  government,  and  the  restriction  of  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  acquire 
Indian  titks  to  lands.  By  the  King  of  England's  proclamation  of  1763,  no  more  grants  of  land 
vithin  certain  prescribed  limits  could  be  issued,  and  all  private  persons  were  interdicted  the 
liberty  of  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians,  or  of  making  settlements  within  those  prescribed 
limits.  The  indulgence  of  such  a  privilege  as  that  of  making  private  purchases  of  the  natives, 
conduced  to  the  most  serious  difficulties,  and  made  way  for  Ae  practice  of  the  most  reprehensible 
fiaads.  The  polfey  pursued  by  the  English  government  has  been  adopted  and  acted  upon  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in  every  pact 
of  the  country. 

In  face  of  the  proclamation  of  1763,  and  within  three  years  after  its  promulgation,  under 
a  pretended  purchase  from,  or  voluntary  grant  of  the  natives,  a  tract  of  country  nearly  <me  hundred 
miles  square,  including  large  portions  of  what  is  now  northeni  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  was 
'  laimed  by  Jonathan  Carver,  and  a  ratification  of  hu  title  solicited  from  the  king  and  council. 
This  was  not  conceded ;  and  the  representatives  of  Carver,  after  the  change  of  government  had 
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brought  the  lands  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  a  series  of  years  presented  the 
same  claims  before  congress,  and  asked  for  their  confirmation.  Such  a  demand  under  all  the 
circumstances,  could  not  justify  an  expectation  of  success;  and,  of  course,  has  often  been  refused. 
But  notwithstanding  the  abundant  means  which  the  public  have  had  of  informing  themselves  of 
the  true  nature  and  cdnditbn  of  Carver's  claim,  bargains  and  sales  of  portions  of  this  tract  have 
been  made  among  visionary  speculators  for  more  than  half  a  century  past.  It  is  now  only  a 
short  period  since  the  maps  of  the  United  States  ceased  to  be  defaced  by  a  delineation  of 
Ihe  "  Carver  Grant." 

The  mere  transfer  of  the  dominion  over  the  country  from  the  French  to  the  English  govern* 
ment,  and  the  conseqvent  occupation  of  tiie  English  posts  by  the  new  masteis*  did  not  in  uif 

great  degree  affect  the  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants.  By  the  terms  of  capitulation,  the 
French  subjects  were  permitted,  to  remain  in  the  country,  in  the  fuU  enjoyment  of  their  civil  aad 
religious  privileges. 

The  English,  however,  did  not  hdtd  peacMble  possession  of  the  territory  acquired.  The  w« 
inaugurated  by  Pontiac  and  his  Indian  allies  on  the  military  posts  occupied  1^  the  English  soon 

fcdlowed,  and  in  the  month  of  May,  1763,  nine  posts  were  captured  with  much  loss  of  life.  In 
the  spring  of  1 764,  twenty-two  tribes  who  were  more  or  less  identified  in  the  outbreak,  condnded 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  General  Bradstreet  at  Niagara. 

The  expedition  of  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clark  to  the  Illinois  country,  and  the  conquest 
of  the  British  posts  in  1778  and  1779,  had  the  effect  to  open  the  way  for  the  emigration  of  the 
Anglo-American  population  to  the  Mississippi  valley;  and  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionan 
war,  Great  Britain  renounced  all  claim  to  the  whole  territory  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river 
The  dommion  of  the  English  in  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  countries,  ceased  with  the  loss  of  the 
military  posts  which  commanded  the  Northwestern  territory  of  the  United  States.  As  a  result  of 
the  enterprise  and  success  of  Clark,  Vir^ia  obtained  possession  of  the  Illinois  conntry;  his 
expedition  having  been  undertaken  and  carried  forward  under  the  auspices  of  that  stale. 

Several  of  the  eastern  states  under  their  colonial  charters,  laid  claim  to  j)ortions  of  the  hrn 
comprised  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  claim  of  Massachusetts  was  derivcu 
from  a  grant  from  King  James  of  November  3,  1620 ;  and  included  from  lat.  420  s'  to  about  lat. 
450,  extending  to  the  south  sea;  Connecticut  claimed  from  lat.  41^  north  to  420  2*.  The  claims  of 
Virginia  were  from  grants  from  King  James,  bearing  date,  respectively,  April  10,  1606,  May  23,. 
1609,  and  Man  h  12,  1611,  and  an  additional  claim  for  the  territory  conquered  by  Clark  in  the 
Illinois  country ;  but  they  extended  no  farther  north  than  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Michigan. 

It  is  a  popular  impression  that  the  territory  of  the  present  state  of  Wisconsin  was  compre- 
hended in  the  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  over  which  Virginia  exercbed  jurisdiction,  and, 
Consequently,  was  included  in  her  deed  of  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  Slates.  This  opinion  so 
generally  entertained  by  writers  on  American  histor)',  is  a  statement  which  does  not  appear  to 
have  any  solid  foundation  in  fact.  Virginia  never  made  any  conquests  or  settlements  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  at  no  time  prior  to  the  proffer  of  her  claims  to  the  general  government  had  she  ever 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  it.  In  fact,  there  were  no  settlements  in  Wisconsin  except  at  Gtcen 
Bay  and  Prairie  dii  Chien  before  that  time,  and  these  were  made  by  French  settlers  who  were  in 
no  wise  interfered  with  while  the  revolution  continued.  In  Illinois  it  was  otherwise;  and  the 
possession  of  its  territory  by  Virginia  was  an  undisputed  fact.  During  the  revolution  the  title  of 
the  sovereignty  in  Wiaconrin  was  actually  in  Great  Britain,  and  so  remained  until  the  definite 
treaty  of  peace  in  1783 ;  at  which  date  England  yielding  her  right  constructively  to  the  United 
States,  retaining  possession,  however,  until  1796;  at  which  time  the  western  posts  were  txsnalerred 
to  the  United  Sutes. 
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All  the  claiming  states  finally  ceded  their  interests  to  the  general  government,  giving  the 
ktter  1  perfect  title,  subject  only  to  the  rights  of  the  Indiaos.  The  deed  of  cession  fima  Virginia 
ms  dated  March  i,  1784.  The  other  states  ceded  their  claims,  some  before  this  date,  others 

tnbsequent  thereto. 

Virginia  made  a  miml)cr  of  stipulations  in  her  deed  of  cession;  among  others,  that  tht 
French  and  Canadian  inhabitants  and  the  neighboring  villages  who  had  professed  themselves 
dtixens  of  Viri^nia,  should  have  their  possessioiis  and  dtle  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties;  thr.t  150,000  acres  of  land  near  the  rapids  of  the  Ohioi 
should  be  reserved  for  that  portion  of  her  state  troops  which  had  reduced  the  country;  and  about 
3,500,000  acres  betvveen  the  rivers  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  be  reserved  for  bounties  to  her  troops 
on  the  continental  establishment. 

In  consequence  of  certain  objectionable  stipulations  made  by  Virginia  as  to  the  division  of 
:he  territory  into  states,  the  deed  of  cession  was  referred  back  to  that  state  with  a  recommenda- 
tion from  congress  that  these  stipulations  should  be  altered.  On  the  30th  of  December,  1788, 
Virginia  assented  to  the  wish  of  congress,  and  formally  ratit'ied  and  confirmed  the  fifth  article  of 
compact  which  related  to  that  subject,  and  tacitly  gave  her  consent  to  the  whole  ordinance  of  1787. 
Hie  provisions  of  this  ordinance  have  since  been  aqq^ed  to  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  lying  north  of  the  36*  40'.  After  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  the 
the  new  congress,  among  its  earliest  acts,  passed  one,  recognising  the  binding  force  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787. 

Of  this  ordinance  it  has  been  said :  "  It  was  based  on  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  maintained 
is  die  magna  charta  of  Bnj^and,  re-enacted  in  the  bill  of  rights,  and  incorporated  in  our  dilier- 
eat  state  constitutions.    It  was  the  fundamental  law  of  the  constitution,  so  to  speak,  of  the  great 

northwest,  upon  which  were  based,  and  with  which  harmonized  all  our  territorial  enactments,  as 
veil  as  our  subsequent  state  legislation,  and,  moreover,  it  is  to  that  wise,  statesman-like  document 
that  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  our  prosperity  and  greatness.*' 

After  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  enterprising  individuab  traversed  the  whole  country 

which  had  been  ceded  to  the  government,  and  companies  were  formed  to  explore  and  settle  the 
fertile  and  beautifi'l  lands  beyond  the  Ohio;  but  the  determination  of  the  Hritish  cabinet  not  to 
evacuate  the  western  posts,  was  well  known,  and  had  its  effect  on  the  ]>eople  who  were  disposed 
to  mske  aettfements. 

The  western  tribes  were  also  dusatisfied  and  threatened  war,  and  eflbrts  were  made  by  the 

government  to  settle  the  difficulties.  A  grand  council  was  held  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river 
in  December,  1787,  which  did  not  result  favorably,  and  two  treaties  were  subsequently  held, 
which  were  not  respected  by  the  savages  who  were  parties  to  them.  Soon  an  Indian  war  ensued, 
rilich  resnlted  at  first  .disastrously  to  the  American  troops  under  Generals  Harmar  and  St.  Clair, 
bst  finally  with  success  to  the  American  arms  under  General  Wayne.  The  treaty  of  Greenville 
folloved.  It  was  concluded  August  3,  1795.  \t  this  treaty  there  were  present  eleven  hundred 
and  thirty  chiefs  and  warriors.  It  was  signed  by  eighty-four  chiefs  and  General  Anthony  Wayne, 
sole  commissioner  of  the  United  States.  One  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  was  that  inconsid- 
erttion  oTthe  peace  then  established,  and  the  cessions  and  relinquishments  of  lands  made  by  the 
tnbesof  Indians,  and  to  manifest  the  liberality  of  the  United  States  as  the  great  means  of  render- 
ing this  peace  strong  and  perpetual,  the  United  States  relinquished  their  claims  to  all  other 
Indian  lands  northward  of  the  river  Ohio,  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  and  westward  and  south- 
vard  of  the  great  lakes  and  the  waters  united  by  them,  except  certain  reservations  and  portions 
before  purchased  of  the  Indians,  none  of  which  were  within  the  present  limits  of  this  state.  The 
ladisn  title  to  the  whole  of  what  is  now  Wisconsm,  subject  only  to  certain  restrictions,  became 
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absolute  in  the  various  tribes  inhabiting  it.  By  this  treaty  it  was  stipulated  that,  of  the  lands  relin- 
qaished  by  the  United  States,  the  Indian  tribes  who  have  a  ri^^t  to  those  lands,  were  quietly  to 
enjoy  then ;  hunting,  planting,  and  dwelling  thereon  so  long  as  they  pleased ;  but,  when  thoie 

tribes  or  any  of  them  should  be  disposed  to  sell  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  they  were  to  be  sold 
only  to  the  United  States,  and  until  sut:h  sale,  llie  United  States  would  protect  all  of  the  tribes 
in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  lands  agamst  all  citizens  ut  the  United  States,  and  all  other  white 
persoai  who  mi^t  intrude  on  the  same.  At  the  same  time  all  the  tribes  acknowledged  them* 
sdves  to  be  wider  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  no  other  person  or  power  what- 
soever. 

The  treaty  also  i}rohibited  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  otlier  white  man,  settling 
upon  the  lands  relinquished  by  the  general  government ;  and  such  ])ersun  was  to  be  considered 
as  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States;  and  the  Indian  tribe  on  whose  land  the  settlement 
might  be  made,  could  drive  off  the  settler,  or  punish  him  in  such  manner  as  it  might  see  fit. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Indians  were  acknowledged  to  have  an  unquestionable  title  to  the 
lands  they  occupied  until  that  right  should  be  extinguished  by  a  voluntary  cession  to  the  general 
government ;  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  declaring  treaties  already  made,  as 
well  as  thoae  to  be  made,  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  adopted  and  sanctioned  prerioas 
treaties  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  consequently  admitted  their  rank  among  those  powers  wlio 
are  capable  of  malcing  treaties. 

The  several  treaties  which  had  been  made  l^etween  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  and  various  nations  of  Indians,  previous  to  the  treaty  uf  Greenville,  were  generally 
restricted  to  declarations  of  amity  and  friendship,  the  establishment  and  confirming  of  bounda* 
ries,  and  the  protection  of  settlements  on  Indian  lands ;  those  that  followed  were  generally  for  a 
cession  of  lands  and  provisions  made  for  their  payment.  It  is  proposed  to  notice  the  several 
treaties  that  took  place  after  that  held  at  Greenville,  showing  in  what  way  the  territory  of  the 
present  state,  came  into  possession  of  the  government.  As  will  be  seen  hereafter,  it  required  trea- 
ties with  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  to  obtain  a  clear,  undisputed  title,  as  well  as  many  yean 
before  it  was  fully  accompltshed. 

1.  A  treaty  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  November  3,  1804,  between  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  the 
United  States.  William  Henry  Harrison  was  acting  commissioner  on  the  jwrt  of  the  govern- 
ment. By  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  united  tribes  ceded  to 
the  United  States  a  large  tract  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi,  extending  on  the  east  fmm  the 
mouth  of  the  Illinob  to  the  head  of  that  river,  and  thence  to  the  Wisconsin;  and  including  on 
the  west  considerable  portions  of  Iowa  and  Missouri,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gasconade  north- 
ward. In  what  is  now  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  this  grant  embraced  the  whole  of  the  present 
counties  of  Grant  and  La  Fayette  and  a  large  portion  of  Iowa  and  Green  counties.  The  lead 
region  was  included  in  this  purchase.  In  consideration  of  this  cession,  the  general  government 
agreed  to  protect  the  tribes  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  land,  against  its  own  citizens  and 
all  others  who  should  intrude  on  them.  The  tribes  j^ermitted  a  fort  to  be  built  on  the  upper 
side  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  near  its  mouth,  and  granted  a  tract  of  land  two  miles  square,  adjoin- 
ing the  same.  The  government  agreed  to  give  them  an  annuity  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  The  validity  of  this  treaty  was  denied  by  one  band  of  due  Sac  Indians,  and  this  cession 
of  land  became,  twenty-eight  years  after,  the  alleged  cause  of  the  Black  Hatric  war. 

s.  Another  treaty  was  held  at  Portage  des  Sioux,  now  a  village  in  St.  Charles  county,  Mis- 
souri, on  the  Mississippi  river,  September  13,  1S15.  with  certain  chiefs  of  that  jwrtion  of  the 
Snc  nation  then  residing  in  Missouri,  who,  they  said,  were  compelled  since  the  commcncemeat  ol 


Digitized  t^y  G(V)n|e 


THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN.  .  215 

Ae  late  war,  to  sepantte  thesuelves  frmn  die  rest  of  their  nation.  They  gave  their  assent  to  the 

treat)'  made  at  St.  Louis  in  1804,  and  promised  to  remain  separate  from  the  Sacs  of  Rock  river, 
and  to  give  them  no  aid  or  assistance,  until  peace  should  be  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Foxes  of  Rock  river. 

3.  On  the  14th  of  September,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Fox  tribe  at  the 
SUM  place.  They  agreed  that  all  prisoners  in  their  hands  shot/Id  be  delivered  up  to  the  govern- 
ment. They  assented  to,  recognised,  re-established  and  confirmed  the  treaty  of  1804,  to  the  full 
eitent  of  their  interest  in  the  same. 

4.  A  treaty  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  May  13,  1S16,  with  the  Sacs  of  Rock  river,  who  atiirmed 
die  tveaQr  of  1804,  and  agreed  to  deliver  up  all  the  property  stolen  or  plundered,  and  in  failure 
to  do  so,  to  forfeit  all  title  to  their  annuities.  To  this  treaty,  Black  Hawk's  name  appears  with  • 
others.  That  chief  afterward  affirmed  that  though  he  himself  had  "touched  the  quill"  to 
this  treaty,  he  knew  not  what  he  was  signing,  and  that  he  was  therein  deceived  by  the  agent  .uid 
others,  who  did  not  correctly  explain  the  nature  of  the  grant;  and  in  reference  to  the  treaty  of 
St.  Louis  in  1804,  and  at  Portage  des  Sioux  in  1815,  he  said  that  he  did  not  consider  the  same 
valid  or  binding  on  him  or  his  tribe,  inasmuch  as  by  the  terms  of  those  treaties,  territory  was  ■ 
described  which  the  Indians  never  intended  to  sell,  and  the  treaty  of  1804,  particularly,  was 
made  by  parties  who  had  neither  authority  in  the  nation,  nor  |x)wer  to  dispose  of  its  lands. 
Whether  this  was  a  true  statement  of  the  case,  or  otherwise,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  grant  of 
lands  referred  to  was  often  confirmed  by  his  nation,  and  was  deemed  conclusive  and  binding  by 
the  government.   The  latter  acted  in  good  £uth  to  the  tribes,  as  well  as  to  the  settlers,  in  the 

isposition  of  the  land^. 

5.  A  treaty  cf  peace  and  friendship  was  made  at  St.  Lx>uis,  June  3,  1816,  between  the  chiefs 
tsdwarriors  of  that  part  of  the  Winnebagoes  residing  on  the  Wisconsin  river.  In  this  treaty  the 
tribe  state  that  they  have  separated  themselves  from  the  rest  of  their  natbn ;  that  they,  for 
themselves  and  those  they  represent,  confirm  to  the  United  States  all  and  every  cession  of  land 
heretofore  made  by  their  nation,  and  every  contract  and  agreement,  as  far  as  their  interest 
extended. 

6.  On  the  30th  of  March,  18 17,  the  Menomonee  tribe  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
fiwndship  at  St.  Louis  with  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  all  and  every  cession  of  land 
before  made  by  them  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

7.  On  the  19th  of  August,  1S25,  at  Prairie  du  Chicn,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Sioux, 
Chippewas,  Sacs  and  Foxes,  Winnebagoes,  ( )ttawas  and  Pottawattamies,  by  which  the  bounda^^y 
between  the  two  first  natbu  was-  i^ed  upon  -,  also  between  the  Chippewas,  Winnebagoes  and 
other  tribes. 

8.  Another  treaty  was  held  August  5,  1826,  at  Fond  du  Lac  of  Lake  Superior,  a  small 
settlement  on  the  St.  Louis  river,  in  Itaska  county,  Minn.,  with  the  same  tribes,  by  which  the 
previous  treaty  was  confirmed  in  respect  to  boundaries,  and  those  of  the  Chippewas  were  defined, 
sa  a  portion  of  the  same  was  not  completed  at  the  former  treaty. 

9.  A  treaty  was  made  and  concluded  August  1, 1827,  at  Butte  des  MortSi,  between  the  United 
'^^ates  and  the  Qiippewa,  Menomonee  and  Winnebago  tribes,  in  which  the  bonndaries  of  their 
inbes  were  defined ;  no  cession  of  lands  was  made. 

10.  A  treaty  was  made  at  Green  Bay,  August  25,  1828,  with  the  Winnebagoes,  Pottawat- 
taaies  and  other  tribes.  This  treaty  was  made  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in 
oonsequenoe  of  the  occupation  by  white  men  of  that  portion  of  the  mining  country  in  the  south- 
*Mem  part  of  Wisconsin  which  had  not  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  A  provisional 
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boundary  was  ]>rovided,  and  privileges  accorded  the  government  to  freely  occupy  their  tcrriton- 
until  a  treaty  should  be  made  for  the  cession  of  the  same.  This  treaty  was  simply  to  dcfiae  the 
rights  of  the  Indians,  and  to  give  the  United  States  the  right  of  occupation. 

11.  Two  treaties  were  made  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  spth  of  July,  iBa^  and  Angitst  t, 
1829 :  at  the  first  date,  with  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Pottawattamies,  by  which  these  natiaos 
ceded  all  their  lands  which  they  claimed  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Illinois;  and  at  the  latter 
date  with  the  Winnebagoes,  by  which  that  nation  ceded  and  relinquished  all  their  right,  title  and 
claim  to  all  their  lands  south  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  thus  confirming  the  purchase  of  the  lead- 
mine  region.  Certain  grants/were  made  to  individuals^  iriiich  grants  were  not  to  be  leased  or 
sold  by  the  grantees. 

By  this  important  treaty,  about  eight  millions  of  acres  of  land  were  added  to  the  public 
domain.  The  three  tracts  ceded,  and  forming  one  whole,  extended  from  the  upper  end  of  Rcxk 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  from  latitude  41°  30'  to  latitude  43"  15',  on  the  Mississippi. 
Following  the  meanderingi  of  the  river,  it  was  about  two  handled  and  forty  miles  from  west  to 
east,  extending  along  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  affording  a  passage  across  the  country  from 
the  Mississippi  to  Lake  Michigan.  The  south  part  of  the  purchase  extended  from  Rock  Island 
to  Lake  Michigan. 

12.  Another  important  treaty  was  made  at  Green  Bay,  February  8,  1631,  between  the  Meao- 
monee  Indians  and  the  United  States.  That  nation  possessed  an  immense  territory.  Its  eastern 
division  was  bounded  by  the  Milwaukee  river,  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  Green  bay.  Fox  river, 
and  T.ake  Winnebago;  its  western  division,  by  the  Wisconsin  and  Chippewa  rivers  on  the  west. 
Fox  river  on  the  south,  Green  bay  on  the  cast,  and  the  high  lands  which  flow  the  streams  intc 
Lake  Superior  on  the  north.  By  this  treaty  all  the  eastern  division,  estimated  at  two  and  a  half 
millions  of  acres,  was  ceded  to  the  government.  By  certain  other  provisions,  the  tribe  was  to 
occupy  a  lai^  tract  tying  north  of  Fox  river  and  east  of  Wolf  river.  Their  territory  faither  west 
was  reserved  for  their  hunting-grounds  until  such  time  as  the  general  government  should  desire 
to  purchase  it.  Another  portion,  amounting  to  four  millions  of  acres,  lying  between  Green  bay 
on  the  east  and  Wolf  river  on  the  west,  was  also  ceded  to  the  United  States,  besides  a  strip  of 
country,  three  miles  in  width,  from  near  the  portage  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers  north,  on 
each  side  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  and  forty-eight  miles  long— still  leaving  the  tribe  in  peaceable 
possession  of  a  country  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  long,  and  about  eighty  broad.  By 
supplementary  articles  to  the  treaty,  j)rovision  was  made  for  the  occupancy  of  certain  lands  by 
the  New  York  Indians — two  tovvnships  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Winneb.igo. 

^  13.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  1832,  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  the 
Indian  title  of  the  Winnebago  nation  in  the  country,  a  treaty  was  made  and  concluded  at  Fort 
Armstrong,  September  15,  1832.  All  the  territory  claimed  by  this  nation  lying  south  and  east  of 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  river  of  Green  bay,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  no  band  or  party 
of  Winnebagoes  was  allowed  to  reside,  plant,  fish  or  hunt  on  these  grounds,  after  June  i, 
or  on  any  part  of  tlM  country  therein  ceded. 

14.  On  the  sjth  of  October,  1852,  articles  of  agreement  were  made  and  concluded  at  Green 
Bay  between  the  United  States  and  the  Menomonee  Indians,  by  the  terms  of  which  that  nation 
ceded  to  the  New  York  Indians  certain  lands  on  Fox  river. 

15.  An  important  treaty  was  made  at  Chicago,  September  26,  1833,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  ana  Pottawattamies.  Those  nations  ceded  to  the  govemmeot 
all  their  knds  along  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  between  that  lake  and  the  land 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  Winnebago  nation  at  the  treaty  at  Fort  Armstrong,  September 
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15, 1833,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  country  lately  ceded  by  the  MenoaKmeeii  and  on  the 
south  by  the  country  ceded  at  the  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  July  19,  iSap— containiiig  about 

five  millions  of  acres. 

16.  On  the  3d  of  September,  1836,  a  tieaty  was  made  at  Cedar.  Point  with  the  Menomoneea, 
hf  which  lands  lying  west  of  Gieoi  bay,  and  a  sinp  on  the  upper  Wtsconda,  woe  ceded  to  the 
United  States — the  quantity  of  land  ceded  being  estimated  at  four  millions  of  acres  in  the  Green 
bay  portion ;  on  the  Wisconsin  rivei,  a  strip  three  miles  wide  on  each  side  of  the  river,  running 
forty-eight  miles  north  in  a  direct  Une,  equivalent  to  184,320  acres. 

17.  On  the  S9th  of  July,  1837,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi,  at 
Port  Snelltng,  and  the  United  States,  the  nation  ceding  to  the  government  all  their  lands  in 
Wisconsin  lying  south  of  the  divide  between  the  waters  of  Lake  Superior  and  those  of  the 

Mississippi. 

1 8.  Certain  chiefs  and  braves  of  the  Sioux  nation  of  the  Mississippi,  while  visiting  Washing- 
twi,  September  39,  1837,  ceded  to  the  United  States  ail  their  lands  east  oftht  Mississippi,  and  all 
Aeir  islands  in  said  river. 

19.  The  Winnebago  nation,  by  the  chiefs  and  delegates,  held  a  treaty  with  the  government 
at  Washington,  November  i,  1837.  That  nation  ceded  all  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  obligated  themselves  to  remove,  within  eight  montiis  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  to 
cettain  lands  west  of  the  river  Mississippi  which  were  conveyed  to  them  1^  the  treaty  of  Sep- 
tessber  21,  1832. 

20.  The  Oncitla  or  New  York  Indians,  residing  near  Green  Bay,  by  their  chief  and  repre- 
sentative, on  the  3d  of  February,  1838,  at  Washington  City,  ceded  to  the  United  States  their  title 
and  interest  in  the  land  set  apart  by  the  treaty  made  with  the  Menomonees,  May  8,  i83i,and  the 
treaty  made  with  the  same  tribe^  October  7, 183a.  reserving  about  63,000  acres. 

21.  Another  treaty  was  made  at  Stockbridge  on  the  3d  of  September,  1839,  by  which  the 
Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes  f  New  York  Indians)  coded  and  relinquished  to  the  United  States 
the  east  half  of  the  tract  of  46,080  acres  which  was  laid  off  for  their  use  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Winnebago  by  treaty  of  October  7, 1832 

'»a.  On  die  4th  of  October,  1843,  a  treaty  was  made  at  La  Pointed  on  Lake  Superior,  with  the 
Chippewas.  All  their  lands  in  the  northern  and  northwestern  parts  of  Wisconsin  were  ceded  to 
the  United  States. 

23.  The  Menomonee  nation,  on  the  i8th  of  October,  1848,  at  Pow-aw-hay-kon-nay,  ceded 
and  relinquished  to  the  United  ^tes  all  their  lands  in  1^  state,  wherever  situated —  the  gov- 
enment  to  furnish  the  nation  as  a  home,  to  be  held  as  Indian  lands  are  held,  all  the  country  ceded 

to  the  United  States  by  the  Chippewa  nation  August  2,  1847,  the  consideration  being  the  sum  of 
1350,000,  to  be  paid  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  A  supplementary  treaty  was 
made  on  the  24th  of  November,  184S,  with  the  Stockbridges  —  the  tribe  to  sell  and  relinquish  to 
the  United  States  the  township  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Winnebago,  secured  to  said  tribe 
by  treaty  of  February  8, 1831. 

24.  A  treaty  was  made  with  the  Menomonee  nation,  at  the  falls  of  Wolf  river.  May  12,1854, 
being  a  supplementary  treaty  to  one  made  October  18,  1848.  All  the  lands  ceded  to  that  nation 
UDder  the  treaty  last  named  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  —  the  Menomonees  to  receive  from 
the  Uidtad  States  a  tract  of  country  lying  on  Wolf  river,  being  townships  a8, 29  and  30,  of  ranges 
13, 14. 15,  t6. 

25.  A  treaty  was  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  at  La  Pointe,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1S54.  That  nation  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  lands  before  owned  by  them  in 
common  with  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi — lying  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Superior  in  Wis- 
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conshi  «nd  Ifinnesota. 

26.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1856,  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  tribes 
at  Stockbridge.  All  the  remaining  right  and  title  to  lands  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  possessed 
by  them,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  said  tribes  were  to  receive  in  exchange  a  tract 
of  land  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Menomonee  retenratioQ,  and  by  treaty  made  at 
Keshena,  February  11, 1856,  the  Menomonees  ceded  two  townships  to  locate  the  said  tribes. 

With  this  last  treaty,  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  of  the  present  state  of  Wisconsin  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  government,  except  a  few  small  reservations  to  certain  tribes,  and  a 
perfect,  indefeasible  title  obtained  to  all  the  territory  within  its  borders. 

In  the  region  of  country  which  is  now  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  the  settlements  in  early  tines 
were,  as  before  stated*  near  Green  Bay  and  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  Soon  after  tlie  organization  of 
the  Northwest  territon,-,  the  subject  of  claims  to  private  property  tht  rein  received  inurh  attention. 
By  an  act  of  congress  approved  March  3,  1805,  lands  lying  in  the  districts  of  Vincennes,  Kas- 
kaskia  and  Detroit,  which  were  claimed  by  virtue  of  French  or  British  grants,  legally  and  fully 
executed,  or  by  virtue  of  grants  issued  under  the  authority  of  any  former  act  of  congress  bf 
either  of  the  giQvemors  of  the  Northwest  or  Indiana  territory,  which  had  already  been  surveyed, 
were,  if  necessary,  to  be  re-surveyed;  and  persons  claiming  lands  undtr  these  grants  were  to  have 
until  November  i,  1805,  to  give  notice  of  the  same.  Commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  to 
examine,  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  congress.  An  act  was  also  passed,  approved  April  25, 
t8o6,  to  authorize  the  granting  of  patents  for  lands,  according  to  government  surveys  that  had 
been  made,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  certain  claimants  of  land  in.  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  for  other  purposes  Another  act  was  approved  May  11,  1820,  reviving  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Oiien,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  ;  the  oommis> 
rioners  to  have  power  to  examine  and  decide  on  claims  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  oflke, 
and  not  before  acted  on,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  respecting  the  same.  The  commissioners 
discharged  the  duties  imposed  on  them,  and  in  their  report  to  congress  in  reference  to  the  claims 
at  Green  Bay,  they  said  that  the  antiquity  of  this  settlement  being,  in  their  view,  sufficiently 
established,  and  that  they,  being  also  satisfied  that  the  Indian  title  must  be  considered  to  have 
been  extinguished,  decide  favorably  on  the  claims  presented.  About  seventy-five  titles  woe  con- 
firmed, and  patents  for  the  same  were  sent  to  the  proper  parties  by  the  government.  In  relation 
to  the  Prairie  du  Chien  titles,  they  reported  "that  they  had  met  few  difficulties  in  their  investi- 
gations; that,  notwithstanding  the  high  antiquity  which  may  be  claimed  lor  the  settlement  of  that 
place,  no  one  perfect  title  founded  on  French  or  British  grant,  legally  authenticated,  had  been 
successfully  made  out;  and  that  but  few  deeds  of  any  sort  have  been  exhibited."  This  they 
af:ri1)iitt'  to  the  carelessness  of  the  Canadians  in  respect  towhatevcr  concerned  their  land  titles,  and 
.!(  ( onls  with  whatever  is  known  in  this  regard,  of  the  Frenrli  ])ripulation  throughout  thecountr)'. 
1  hey  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  whatever  claim  the  people  of  the  place  possessed, 
and  might  have  for  a  confirmation  of  their  land  titles,  they  must  be  founded  upon  proof  of  con 
tinued  possession  since  the  year  1796  The  commissioners  further  say,  that  "  since  the  anceston 
of  these  settlers  were  cnt  off,  by  the  treaty  which  gave  the  Can.idas  to  the  English,  from  all  inter- 
course with  their  parent  country,  the  peof)h;  both  of  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Green  Bay  have  been 
eft,  until  within  a  few  years,  quite  isolated,  almost  without  any  government  but  their  own;  and, 
although  the  present  population  of  these  settlements  are  natives  of  the  cotmtries  whidi  they 
inhabit,  and,  consequently,  are  by  birth  citizens  <^  the  northwest,  yet,  until  a  few  years,  they  have 
hiid  as  little  political  connection  with  its  government  as  their  ancestors  had  with  the  Tkitish. 
Ignorant  of  their  civil  rights,  careless  of  their  land  titles,  docility,  habitual  hospitality,  cheerful 
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tubmissbn  to  the  lequisitioiis  of  aaygoveiiiment  which  may  be  set  over  them,  are  their  imiirenal 

duncteristics." 

la  reference  to  grants  by  the  French  and  English  governments)  the  commissioners  say,  they 
"htfe  not  had  access  to  any  public  archives  by  which  to  ascertain  with  positive  certainly,  whether 
either  the  French  or  English  ever  effected  a  formal  extinguiriiment  of  the  Indian  title  at  the 
month  of  the  Wisconsin,  which  also  may  be  said  of  the  land  now  covered  by  the  city  of  Detroit, 
that  the  French  government  was  not  accustomed  to  hold  formal  treaties  for  such  purposes  with 
the  Indians,  and  when  the  lands  have  been  actually  procured  from  them,  either  by  virtue  of  the 
aaaomed  right  of  conquest,  or  by  purchase,  evidence  of  such  acquisition  is  rather  to  be  sought  in 
the  tndittonary  history  of  the  country,  or  in  the  casual  or  scanty  relations  of  travelers,  than 
among  collections  of  state  papers.  Tradition /jVj^j  recognize  the  fact  of  the  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title  at  Prairie  du  Chien  by  the  old  French  government,  before  its  surrender  to  the 
English ;  and  by  the  same  species  of  testimony,  more  positive  because  more  recent,  it  is  estab- 
lished also,  that,  in  the  year  1781,  Patrick  Sinclair,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  while  the  English  government  had  jurisdiction  over  this  country,  made  a  formal  purchase 
from  the  Indians  of  the  lands  comprehending  the  si-ttlcnient  of  Prairie  du  Chien." 

The  territories  and  states  formed  from  the  section  known  as  the  Northwest  territory, 
weie: 

I  The  Northwest  territory  proper  (1787-1800)  having  jurisdiction  over  all  the  lands  referred 
to  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.  In  1801,  Ohio  was  oii^ized  as  a  state  with  its  present  boun- 
daries. 

t.  Indiana  terrritory  was  formed  July  4,  1800,  with  the  seat  of  government  at  Vincennes 
That  tenitory  was  made  to  include  all  of  the  northwest,  except  what  afterward  became  the  state 
ofOhio. 

3.  Michigan  territory  was  formed  June  30, 1805.  It  was  bounded  on  the  south  by  a  line 
drawn  east  from  the  south  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  on  the  west  by  the  center  of  Lake  Michigan. 
It  (lid  not  include  what  is  now  Wisconsin.  The  upper  peninsula  was  annexed  in  r836.  The 
state  of  Michigan  was  formed  January  26,  1837,  with  it$  present  boundaries. 

4.  Illinois  territory  was  formed  March  2, 1810.  It  included  all  of  the  Indiana  territory  west 
of  die  Wabash  river  and  Vincennes,  and  a  line  running  due  north  to  the -territorial  line.  All  of 
Wisconsin  was  inrludcd  therein,  except  what  lay  east  of  the  line  drawn  north  from  Vincennes. 

5.  Indiana  was  admitted  as  a  state  April  19,  1816,  including  all  the  territory  of  Indiana 
loiittny,  except  a  narrow  strip  east  of  the  line  of  Vincennes,  and  west  of  Michigan  territory,  her 
westeni  boundary. 

6.  Illinois  was  admitted  as  a  State  April  11,  1818.  It  included  all  of  Illinois  territory  south 
of  latitude  42°  30'.  .Ml  of  Wisconsin  was  added  to  Michigan  territory.  In  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber of  that  year,  the  counties  of  Michilimackinac,  Brown  and  Crawford  were  formed, comprising 
bendes  other  territory,  the  whole  of  the  present  state  of  Wisconsin. 

7-  Iowa  district  was  attached  to  Mkhtgan  for  judicial  purposes,  June  30, 1834,  out  of  which 
Des  Moines  and  Dubuque  counties  were  formed. 

8.  Wisconsin  territory  was  formed  April  20,  1836.    The  state  was  formed  May  29,  184S. 

The  territory  of  Wisconsin  being  a  part  of  the  Northwest  territory  claimed,  and  congress  by 
direct  acdon  confirmed  to  her,  all  the  ri^ts  and  privileges  secured  by  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
one  of  which  was  that  congress  should  have  author!^  to  form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part  of 
the  territorj'  lying  north  of  an  cast  and  west  line,  drawn  through  the  southerly  l^end  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan.   Notwithstanding  this  plain  provision  of  the  ordinance,  which  is  declared  to 
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be  articles  of  compact  between^  tiie  original  states  an<}  the  people  and  states  in  the  said  teiritory, 
and  forever  to  remain  unalterable  unless  b]r  consent ;  yet  congress,  in  establishing  the  bcundaria 

of  the  state  of  Illinois,  extended  that  state  about  sixty  miles  north  of  the  line  established  by  the 
ordinnnre.  This  action  was  claimed  to  be  unjust  and  contran'  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
compact  with  the  original  states.  The  legislative  assembly  of  Wisconsin  passed  resolutions 
whidi  were  appfoved  January  13,  1840,  that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  people  of  the  territoiy  to 
form  a  constitution  and  state  government  until  the  southern  boundary  to  which  they  are  so  justly 
entitled  by  the  ordinance of  1787  shall  be  fully  recognized  by  the  parties  of  the  original  com- 
pact. Owing  to  various  complications  over  which  the  territory  had  no  control,  her  people  never 
succeeded  in  obtaining  from  congress  what  they  considered  their  just  right's. 

It  was  also  contended  by  many,  that  the  portion  of  country  set  off  to  Michigan  on  Lake 
Superiffr  ^ven  as  a  compensation  in  part  for  the  strip  of  land  awarded  to  Ohio  from  her  south- 
'em  border,  should  also  have  constituted  a  portion  of  Wisconsin,  especially  as  Michigan  never 
made  the  least  claim  to  it  by  her  delegate  in  congress,  who  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  Michigan  beyond  the  limits  of  the  lower  peninsula. 

The  first  survey  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohb  river,  was  made  pursuant  to  an 
act  of  congress  approved  May  so,  1785  The  geographer  of  the  confederation  was  diected  to 
commence  the  survey  of  the  government  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Ohio  —  the  first  line 
running  north  and  south,  to  l)ef:rin  on  said  river  at  a  point  that  should  be  found  to  be  due  north 
from  the  western  termination  of  a  Hue  which  had  been  run  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the  statj 
of  Pennsylvania;  the  first  line  running  east  and  west,  to  begin  at  the  same  point,  and  to  extend 
through  the  whole  territory.  The  survey  comprised  seven  ranges,  composing  ten  counties  of 
the  present  state  of  Ohio.  Other  s  u  veys  followed  when  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished. 
Thomas  Hutchins.  who  held  the  office  of  geographer,  is  believed  to  be  the  inventor  of  the 
mode  of  laying  out  land  which  was  then  introduced  by  him,  and  is  still  in  general  use  by  the 
government 

Soon  after  the  government  had  acquired  title  to  the  Indian  lands  south  of  the  Wisconsin 
river,  the  public  authorities  commenced  a  systematic  survey  of  the  lands,  for  the  purpose  of 

brincring  the  same  into  market  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 

The  public  lands  ,in  Wisconsin  are,  as  elsewhere  in  the  west,  surveyed  in  uniform  rec- 
tangttlar  tracts,  each  six  miles  square,  by  lines  running  north  and  south,  intersecting  others 
running  east  and  west.  These  townships  are  numbered  from  two  lines  called  the  principal 
meridian  and  the  base  line.  The  ])rincipal  meridian  by  which  the  Wisconsin  surveys  are  gov- 
erned is  that  known  as  the  fourth,  and  extends  from  the  Illinois  boundar>'  line  to  Lake  Superior, 
at  the  mouth  of  Montreal  river,  about  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  miles.  It  divides  Grant 
from  LaFayette county,  and  passes  through  the  eastom  parts  of  Vernon,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Clark. 
Chippewa,  and  Ashland  counties.  The  base  line  separates  Wisconsin  from  Illinois  in  north 
latitude  forty-two  degrees,  thirty  minutes.  There  are  nearly  seventeen  hundred  townships  in 
the  state.  Each  township  is  subdivided  into  thirty-six  sections  by  lines  running  parallel  to  the 
sides  of  the  township,  one  mile  apart.  A  section  is,  therefore,  one  mile  square,  and  contains  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  fractional  n>wnships,  each  set^km  is  numbered  the  same  as  the 
corresponding  section  in  whole  townships.  Each  section  is  subdivided  into  half-mile  squares, 
called  quarter-sections,  each  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  the  subdivision  is 
carried  still  further  into  half-quarter  or  quarter-quarter  sections.  It  is  found  necessary  to  estab- 
lish at  stated  intervals  standard  parallels,  commonly  called  correction  lines,  to  obviate  the  effect 
pf  the  curvature  of  the  earth's  surface.  The  convergence  in  a  single  township  b  small,  though 
quite  perceptible,  the  actual  excess  in  length  of  its  south  over  its  north  line  bemg  in  the  state 
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about  three  rods.  The  townshi[)s  north  of  the  base  line,  therefore,  become  narrower  toward  the 
north,  and  if  continued  for  too  great  a  distance,  this  narrowing  would  cause  serious  inconvenience. 
In  the  state  of  Wisooosin  there  aie  four  of  these  correction  lines.  The  first  is  sixty  miles 
BOfthof  the  base  line,  and  aocordingly  runs  between  townships  ten  and  deven.  The  second  is 
between  townships  twenty  and  twenty-one,  and  so  on.  They  are  usually  sixty  miles  apart.  On 
these  parallels,  which  form  new  base  lines,  fresh  measurements  are  made  from  the  principal 
meridian,  and  the  corners  of  new  townships  are  fixed  six  miles  apart  as  on  the  original  base  line. 
This  method  of  procedure  not  only  takes  up  the  enor  due  to  convergency  of  meridians,  but 
wests  that  caused  by  want  of  precision  in  the  surveys  already  made. 

The  northern  or  western  sections  of  townshi])s,  which  contain  more  or  less  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  are  called  fractional  sections,  for  the  reason  that  the  surplusage  or 
deficiency  arising  from  errors  in  surveying,  and  from  other  causes,  is  by  law  added  to  or 
deducted  from  the  western  or  northern  ranges  of  sections  according  as  the  error  may  be  in  nin- 
niog  die  lines  from  east  to  west,  or  from  north  to  south. 

As  soon  as  the  surveys  were  completed  in  southern  Wisconsin  and  the  Green  Bay  section, 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  superior  qualities  of  the  land  for  agricultural  purposes  were  known  to 
the  people,  the  emigration  became  large.  In  fact  much  land  was  taken  possession  of  by  settlers 
b  advance  of  being  surveyed  and  brought  into  market  As  soon  as  the  land  offices  at  Green 
Bay,  Mineral  Point,  and  Milwaukee  were  located,  public  announcement  was  made  by  the  govern- 
ment, of  the  time  of  the  sale,  when  the  lands  were  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  such  as  were 
unsold  were  afterward  subject  to  private  entry.  The  first  sales  were  held  at  Green  Bay  and 
Mineral  Point  in  the  year  1835.  The  sale  at  Milwaukee  was  in  1839.  From  the  reports  of  the 
general  land  office,  ii  ap^iears  that  from  1835  to  1845  inclusive,  there  were  told  at  the  three  land 
offices  from  public  sale,  2,958,591-^  acres,  amounting  to  13,768,106.51. 

Fort  Howard  military  reservation  was  set  apart  by  order  of  the  president  March  2,  1899, 
and  comprised  all  the  lands  lying  upon  Fox  river  and  Green  bay,  in  township  24  north,  range  20 
east,  4th  princi|)al  meridian,  being  about  four  thousand  acres.  The  lands  were  abandoned  for 
military  purposes,  by  the  war  department,  December  4,  1850.  By  an  act  of  congress  approved 
March  3, 1863,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  was  authorized  and  directed  to  cause 
the  reservation,  including  the  site  of  the  fort,  containing  three  and  four-hundiedths  acres,  situated 
in  the  county  of  Brown,  between  Fox  river  and  Beaver  Dam  run,  and  w  hich  is  not  included  in 
the  confirmations  to  T.  C  Dousman  and  Daniel  Whitney,  nor  in  the  grant  to  the  state  of  Wis- 
consin, under  resolutions  of  congress  approved  April  25,  1862,  granting  lands  to  Wisconsin  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  to  be  surveyed  and  subdivided  into  lots  not  less  than  one^ 
fourth  of  an  acre,  and  not  more  than  forty  acres,  deducting  such  portions  of  the  same  as  the 
public  interest  and  convenience  may  require  ;  and  when  so  surveyed  and  platted,  to  be  sold  sep- 
arately at  auction.  On  the  loth  of  November,  1864,  under  dirci  tions  of  tlie  commissioner,  the 
lands  were  offered  for  sale  at  auction  at  the  fort.  About  one-half  of  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
pofchased  by  actual  settlers,  and  but  few  for  speculation.  The  fort  and  the  lands  contiguous 
were  sold  for  six  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  The  other  lands  sold  brought  about  the  sum 
of  nineteen  thousand  dollars. 

That  portion  of  the  reservation  unsold  was  to  be  subfect  to  j)rivatc  entry  at  the  appraised 
value,  and  that  portion  lying  between  Duck  creek  and  Beaver  Dam  creek,  was  subject  to  entry 
tt  odwr  public  lands  were  offered. 

On  the  20th  of  May.  1868,  a  joint  resolution  of  congress  was  approved,  by  which  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office  was  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued 
to  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  company,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  by  con- 
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gress.  granting  the  same  to  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  approved  April  25,  1862,  and  by  act  of  the 
legislature  approved  June  16,  1862,  granting  the  same  to  that  company  for  eighty  acres  of  land, 
as  wuAurveyed  and  approved  by  said  commissioner  June  11.  1864.    The  lands  thus  donated 

are  now  used  by  the  railroad  company  for  their  depot  grounds 

The  Fort  Crawford  military  reservation  was  ]>urchased  from  J.  H.  Lockwood  and  James  D. 
Doty  by  the  government  in  the  year  1829,  and  covered  the  front  and  main  portions  of  farm  lots 
numbered  thirty -three  and  thirty -four,  of  the  private  land  claims  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  com- 
prised about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Fort  Crawford  was  built  on  this  tract  in  1829,  i3je 
and  1831.  There  was  also  a  reservation  of  section  eighteen,  township  seven,  north  of  range 
four  wes^  known  as  the  Cattle  Yard.  This  land  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kickapoo  river,  and 
is  now  known  as  the  village  of  Waiucka.  In  addition  to  these  lands  which  were  located  in  Wis- 
consin, there  was  a  reservation  of  lands  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  lon'a. 
The  lands  in  Wisconsin  were  relinquished  by  the  secretary  of  war,  January  >o,  1851,  and  were 
originally  set  apart  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  February  17,  1843. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1857,  the  secretary  of  war  authorized  Hon.  H.  M.  Rice,  of  Minne- 
sota, to  sell  that  part  of  the  reservation  not  impiovcd,  in  tracts  not  exceeding  forty  acres  each; 
and,  i;i  the  month  of  June  of  that  year,  he  sold  at  auction  five  bundled  and  seven  acres  of  the 
reserve  opposite  Fort  Crawford,  none  of  which  was  claimed  by  actual  settlers ;  and  in  the  montb 
of  December,  1857,  he  sold  the  remainder  to  claimants  of  lands,  also  on  the  west  side,  and  the 
section  in  Wisconsin  known  as  the  Cattle  Yard,  amounting  to  17T^*!>  acres.  A  ]X)rtion  of  this 
reservation  was  subdivided  into  town  lots,  So  by  140  feet,  with  streets  66  feet  and  alleys  20  feet 
wide  November  17,  1864,  the  acting  commissioner  of  the  geneial  land  office,  by  order 
of  the  war  department,  offered  for  sale  at  public  auction  at  La  Crosse  the  reservation  at  Foit 
Crawford,  which  had  been  surveyed  and  subdivided  into  town  lots,  eighty  by  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet,  with  streets  sixty-five  feet  and  alleys  twenty  feet  wide,  conforming  to  the  plat  of  the 
village  of  I'rairie  du  Chien.  The  lands  unsold  were  subsequently  opened  to  private  entry  and 
disposed  of. 

The  lands  of  the  Fort  Winnebi^  reservation  were  set  apart  by  order  of  the  presidoit, 
February  9, 1835,  and  con>isted  of  the  following  territory:  sections  two,  three,  and  that  part  of 
four  lying  east  of  Fox  river,  and  fractional  section  nine,  all  in  township  twelve,  nc^rth  of  range 
nine  east ,  also  fractional  section  thirty-three,  in  township  thirteen,  north  of  range  r.me  cast, 
lying  west  of  Fox  river,  and  the  fraction  of  section  four,  township  twelve  north,  of  range  nine 
east»  lying  west  of  claim  numbered  twenty-one  of  A.  Grignon,  and  adjacent  to  Fort  Winnebago, 
reserved  by  order  of  the  president,  July  29,  1851,  the  whole  amounting  to  about  four  thousand 
Acres.  .September  the  first,  1853,  these  lands  were  by  order  of  the  president  offered  for  sale 
at  public  auction  at  the  fort,  by  F.  H.  .Masten,  assistant  (piarterniabter  United  States  army, 
having  previously  been  surveyed  into  forty  acre  lots,  and  were  purchased  by  j.  B.  Martin,  G.  C. 
Tallman,  W.  H.  Wells,  Wm.  Wier.  N.  H.  Wood,  M.  R.  Keegan,  and  others. 

The  first  land  offices  in  Wisconsin  were  established  under  an  act  of  congress  approved 
June  2*^),  1834,  creating  additional  land  distncts  in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  in  the 
territory  north  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  The  first  section  provides  "  that  all  that  tract  lying  north 
of  the  state  of  Illinois,  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  south  and  southeast  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox 
rivers,  included  in  the  present- territory  o(  Michigan,  shall  be  divided  by  a  north  and  south  line, 
drawn  from  the  northern  boundary  of  Illinois  along  the  rang^  of  township  line  west  of  Fort 
Winnebago  to  the  Wisconsin  river,  and  to  be  called  —  the  one  on  the  west  side,  the  Wisconsin 
land  district,  and  tliat  on  '.he  cast  side  the  Green  Bay  land  district  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
which  two  districts  shall  embrace  liic  country  north  of  said  rivers  when  the  Indian  title  siiall  Ue 
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cxtingutshed,  and  the  Green  Bay  district  may  be  divided  ao  as  to  form  two  districts,  when 
the  ptendent  shall  deem  it  proper;"  and  hy  section  three  of  said  a^  the  president  was  author- 
ised  to  appdat  a  register  and  receiver  for  such  office,  as  so<m  as  a  sufficient  numherof  townships 
are  mvejred. 

An  act  of  congress*  approved  June  15,  1836,  divided  the  Green  Bay  land  district,  as  estab- 
Itihed  in  1834,  "  by  a  line  commencing  on  the  western  boundary  of  said  district,  and  running 
dwnoe  east  between  townships  ten  and  eleven  north,  to  the  line  between  ranges  seventeen  and 

eighteen  east,  thence  north  between  said  ranges  of  townships  to  the  line  between  townships 
twt-lve  and  thirteen  north,  thence  east  between  said  townships  twelve  and  thirteen  to  Lake 
Michigan ;  and  all  the  country  bounded  north  by  the  division  line  here  described,  south  by  the 
bsse  line,  eaat  by  Lake  Michigan,  and  west  bjr  the  division  line  between  ranges  eight  and  nine 
etst,*  to  be  constituted  a  separate  district  and  known  as  the  *'  Milwaukee  land  district**  It 
included  the  present  counties  of  Racine,  Kenosha,  Rock,  Jefferson,  Waukesha,  Walworth  and 
Milwaukee,  and  parts  of  Green,  Dane,  Washington,  Ozaukee,  Dodge  and  Columbia. 

An  act  was  approved  March  3,  1847,  creating  an  additional  land  district  in  the  territory. 
All  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  lying  north  and  west  of  the  following  boundaries,  formed  a 
district  to  be  known  as  the  Chippewa  land  ifistrict:  commencing  at  the  Mississippi  river  on  the 
line  between  townships  twenty-two  and  twenty-three  north,  running  thence  east  along  said  line 
to  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  thence  north  along  said  meridian  line  to  the  line  dividing  town- 
ships twenty -nine  and  thirty,  thence  east  along  such  township  line  to  the  Wisconsin  river,  thence  up 
the  main  channd  of  smd  river  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  state  of  Michigan  and  the  territory 
of  Wisconsin.  The  counties  now  induded  in  this  district  are  Pepin,  Clark,  Ean  Chute,  Dunn, 
Pierce,  St.  Croix,  Polk,  Barron,  Burnett,  Douglas,  Bayfield,  Ashland,  Taylor,  Chippewa,  and  parts 
of  Buffalo,  Trempeleau  and  Jackson  ;  also,  the  new  county  of  Price. 

An  act  of  congress,  approved  March  2,  1849,  changed  the  location  of  the  land  ofhce  in  the 
Chippewa  district  from  the  falls  of  St.  Croix  to  Stillwater,  in  the  county  of  St  Croix,  in  the 
proposed  territory  of  Minnesota;  and,  by  section  two  of  the  act,  an  additional  land  office  and 
di^trirt  was  created,  comprising  all  the  lands  in  Wisconsin  not  included  in  the  districts  of  land 
subject  to  sale  at  Green  Hay,  Milwaukee,  or  Mineral  Point,  which  was  to  be  known  as  the  Western 
lind  district,  and  the  president  was  authorized  to  designate  the  site  where  the  oihce  should  be 
Iwaled.  Willow  Kiver,  now  Hudson,  was  selected.  The  district  was  usually  known  as  the  St 
Croix  and  Chippewa  district,  and  included  St  Croix,  La  Pointe,  and  parts  of  Chippewa  and 
Marathon  counties.  By  an  art  of  rongress,  approved  July  30,  1S5?,  so  much  of  the  ])uhlic  lands 
in  Wisconsin  as  lay  within  a  boundary  line  commencing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  township 
fifteen,  north  of  range  two  east  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  thence  running  due  east  to  the 
aooAeast  comer  of  township  fifteen,  north  of  range  eleven,  east  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian, 
thence  north  along  such  range  line  to  the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  thence  westwardly 
ilong  said  north  line  to  the  line  between  ranges  one  and  two  east  of  fourth  principal  meridian, 
thence  south  to  the  place  of  beginning,  were  formed  into  a  new  district,  and  known  as  the 
Stevens  Point  land  district,  and  a  land  office  located  at  that  place. 

The  boundaries  endmed  the  present  counties  of  Juneau,  Adams,  Marquette,  Green  Lake, 
Waushara,  Waujiaca,  Portage,  Wood,  Marathon,  Lincoln,  Shawano,  New  and  Marinette.  The 
La  Crosse  land  district  was  formed  of  the  following  territorj' :  "  Commencing  at  a  point  where 
the  line  between  townships  ten  and  eleven  north  touches  the  Mississippi  river,  thence  due  east  to 
die  fourth  principal  meridian,  thence  nordi  to  the  Ime  between  townships  fourteen  and  fifteen 
north,  thence  east  to  the  southeast  comer  of  township  fifteen  north,  of  range  one  east  of  the 
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foartfa  principal  meridian,  fhence  north  on  the  range  line  to  the  south  line  of  townslup  nunber 

thirty-one  north,  thence  west  on  the  line  between  townships  number  thirty  ud  thirty-one  to  tbe 
Chippewa  river,  thence  down  said  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi  river,  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning."  The  |)rcsent  counties  of  Vernon,  La  Crosse,  Monroe,  Buf- 
falo, Trempealeau,  Ban  Claire,  Clark,  and  parts  of  Junetii  and  Chippewn  wen  indnded  in 
its  limits. 

By  act  of  congress,  approved  Febniar)'  34,  1855,  nn  additional  district  was  formed  of  all  that 
portion  of  the  Willow  river  land  district  lying  north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  forty  and 
forty-one,  to  be  called  the  Fond  du  Lac  district —  the  office  to  be  located  by  the  president  as  he 
might  from  time  to  time  direct.  The  present  counties  of  Douglas,  Bayfield,  Ashland,  and  part 
of  Burnett  were  included  within  its  boundaries. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  approved  Marrh  3,  1857,  so  much  of  the  districts  of  land  subject  to 
sale  at  La  Crosse  and  Hudson,  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  contained  in  the  following  boundaries, 
were  constituted  a  new  district,  to  be  known  as  the  Chip2)ewa  land  district :  North  of  the  line 
dividing  townships  twenty-four  and  twenty-five  north;  south  of  the  line  dividing  townships  iattj 
and  forty-one  north ;  west,  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  one  and  two  east ;  and  east  of  the  line 
dividing  ranges  eleven  and  twelve  west.  The  location  of  the  office  was  to  be  designated  by  the 
president  as  the  public  interest  might  require.  The  present  counties  of  Chippewa,  Taylor,  £au 
Claire  and  Clark  were  in  this  district 

There  are  at  the  present  time  six  land  offices  in  the  state.  They  are  located  at  M enaslu, 
FaUs  of  St.  Croix,  Wausau,  La  Crosse,  Bayfield  and  Eau  Claire.  By  the  provisions  of  law,  when 
the  number  of  acres  of  land  in  any  one  district  is  reduced  to  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  sub- 
ject to  private  entry,  the  secretary  of  the  interior  is  required  to  discontinue  the  office,  and  the 
lands  remaining  unsold  are  transferred  to  the  nearest  land  office,  to  be  there  subject  to  sale.  Tbe 
power  of  locating  these  offices  rests  with  the  president  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  law),  who  is 
also  authorized  to  change  and  re-establish  the  boundaries  of  land  districts  whenever,  in  his 
opinion,  the  pul)Iic  service  will  be  subserved  thereby. 

The  pre-emption  law  of  1830  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  against  comjK- 
tition  in  open  market  with  non-resident  purchasers.  It  gave  every  person  who  cultivated  any 
part  of  a  quarter  section  the  previous  year,  and  occupied  the  tract  at  the  date  mentioned,  the 
privilege  of  securing  it  by  payment  of  the  minimum  price  at  any  time  before  the  day  fixed  for 
the  conitnenremcnt  of  the  public  sale.  To  avail  himself  of  this  provision  he  was  to  file  proof 
of  cultivaiiun  and  occupancy.  As  men  frequently  located  claims  in  advance  of  the  survey,  it 
occasionally  happened  that  two  or  more  would  find  themselves  upon  the  same  quarter  section, 
in  which  case  the  pre-emption  law  permitted  two  joint  occupants  to  divide  the  qtiarter  section 
equally  between  them,  whereupon  each  party  received  a  certificate  from  the  land  office,  author- 
izing him  to  locate  an  additional  eighty  acres,  elsewhere  in  the  same  land  district,  not  interfering 
with  other  settlers  having  the  right  of  preference.  'I'his  was  called  a  jloaiit^  right.  This  pro- 
vision of  the  law  was  ingeniously  perverted  from  its  plain  purpose  in  various  ways. 

As  fast  as  these  evasions  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department,  all  certificates  given  to 
occupants  of  the  same  quarter  section  in  excess  of  the  two  first,  or  to  more  than  one  member  of 
the  same  family,  to  employees,  to  any  person  who  had  not  paid  for  eighty  acres  originally 
occupied,  as  flrell  as  those  which  were  not  located  at  the  time  of  such  payment,  and  tiic  additional 
tract  paid  for  before  the  public  sale,  were  held  to  be  worthless  or  fraudulent ;  but  a  la^  number 
of  these  certificates  had  been  issued,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  speculators  and  designing 
men,  and  were  a  source  of  almost  endless  venation  and  annoyance  to  settlers.   The  law  of  1S30 
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expired  by  limitation  in  one  year  from  iu  passage,  but  was  revived  by  the  law  of  1834  for  two 
vean.  la  the  interim  no  settler  could  obtain  his  land  by  pre-onption.  The  law  of  1834  extended 
only  to  those  who  had  made  cultivation  in  1833,  consequently  the  settlers  of  later  date  were 
excluded  from  its  benefits.  Meanwhile  the  fraudulent  floats  were  freely  oaed  to  dispossess  actual 

settlers  as  late  as  1835. 

The  pre-emption  law  of  congress,  approved  September  4,  1841,  provided  that  every  person 
wbo  should  make  a  settlement  in  person  on  public  land»  and  erect  a  dwelling,  should  be  author- 
ized  to  enter  a  quarter  section  (one  hundred  and  sixty  acres),  at  the  minimum  price  (one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre),  and  thus  secure  the  same  against  competition;  and  if  any  person 
should  settle  upon  and  improve  land  subject  to  private  entry,  he  might  within  thirty  days  give 
notice  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  his  intention  to  claim  the  land  settled  upon,  and  might 
widitn  one  year  upon  making  proof  of  his  ri|^t,  enter  the  land  at  the  minimum  price. 

At  the  p 111  l:r  land  sales  at  Mineral  Point,  hdd  in  X835,  all  those  tracts  on  which  lead  was 
found,  or  on  which  it  was  supposed  to  exist,  were  reserved  to  the  United  States,  and  were  leased 
under  certain  regulations  by  the  government  for  a  rent  of  ten  per  centum  of  all  the  lead  raised. 
The  quantity  of  land  thus  reserved  was  estimated  at  one  million  acres.  Considerable  difficulty 
was  found  in  collecting  these  rents,  and  subsequently  it  was  abandoned,  as  the  amount 
etpended  in  collecting  exceeded  the  value  of  the  lead  collected.  In  the  period  of  four  years 
the  government  suffered  a  loss  of  over  nineteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  act  of  congress,  approved  July  1 1,  1846,  authorized  the  sale  of  the  reserved  mineral 
buds  in  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  and  provided  that,  afler  six  months*  public  notice,  the  lands 
should  not  be  subject  to  the  rights  of  pre-emption  until  after  the  same  had  been  offered  at  public 
sale,  when  they  should  be  subject  to  private  entry.  The  law  also  provided,  that.  Upon  salisfac- 
tor\-  proof  being  made  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  proper  land  office,  any  tract  or  tracts 
of  land  containing  a  mine  or  mines  of  lead  ore  actually  discovered  and  being  worked,  would  be 
sold  in  such  legal  subdivisions  as  would  include  lead  mines,  and  no  bid  should  be  received 
therefor  at  less  than  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  if  such  tract  or  tracts 
should  not  be  sold  at  such  public  sale,  at  such  price,  nor  should  be  entered  at  private  sale  within 
Xf/dve  months  thereafter,  t!)e  same  should  be  subject  to  sale  as  other  lands.  This  act  was 
ci.anged  by  an  act  api)roved  March  3,  1847,  providing  that  any  one  being  in  possession  by 
actoal  occupancy  of  a  mine  discovered  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  who  should  pay  the  same 
rents  as  those  who  held  leases  from  the  secretary  of  war,  should  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  lands 
prior  to  the  day  of  sale  at  five  dollars  per  acre.  Mineral  lands  were  to  be  offered  for  sale  in  forty 
acre  pieces,  and  no  bids  were  to  be  received  less  than  five  dollars  per  acre,  and  if  not  sold  they 
vere  then  to  be  subject  to  private  entry  at  the  same  price.  In  1847  or  1848  the  reserved  mineral 
Jnds  were  sold  at  public  sale  at  Mineral  Point  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  they 
were  all  disposed  of  at  that  price. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  Wisconsin  territory,  an  art  was  passed  by  its  legislature, 
approved  Januar)-  5,  1S38,  incorporating  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal  company,  and  by 
an  act  of  congress  approved  June  18  of  the  same  year,  a  grant  of  land  was  made  to  aid  in  the 
coostraction  of  the  canaL  The  grant  consisted  of  the  odd-numbered  sections  on  a  belt  of  ten 
nQss  in  width  from  Lake  Michigan  to  Rock  river,  amounting  to  139,190  acres.  Of  those  lands 
43447  acres  were  sold  at  public  sale  in  July,  1S39,  at  the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  canal  at  Milwaukee,  and  the  Milwaukee  river  for 
i  short  distance  from  its  outlet  was  improved  by  the  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  river, 
vhich  was  made  available  for  manufacturing  and  other  purposes.  A  canal  was  also  built  about 
t  mile  in  length  and  forty  feet  wide,  leading  from  it  down  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  Much 
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dissatisfaction  subsequently  arose ;  the  purchasers  at  this  sale,  and  others  occupying  these  canal 
and  reienred  lands  fdt  the  injustice  of  bang  cmnpelled  to  pay  donbk  price  for  their  lands,  aad 

efforts  were  made  to  repeal  all  laws  authorising  further  sales,  and  to  ask  congress  to  repeal  the 
act  making  the  grant.  The  legislation  on  the  subject  of  this  grant  is  voluminous.  In  1862  the 
legislature  of  the  state  passed  an  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  liabilities,  if  any,  of  Wisconsin 
and  the  company,  and  a  board  of  commissionett  was  appointed  for  that  purpose.  At  the  sessioo 
oi  the  legisls^re  in  2863,  the  committee  made  a  report  with  a  lengthy  opinion  of  the  attotney-gen> 
eralof  the  state.  The  views  of  that  officer  wereii  that  the  company  had  no  valid  claims  for  damages 
against  the  state.  In  this  opinion  the  commissioners  con«';urred.  On  the  23d  of  Marc  ii,  1S75, 
an  act  was  approved  by  the  governor,  giving  authority  to  the  attorney-general  to  discharge  and 
release  of  weatd  any  mortgage  before  executed  to  the  late  territory  of  Wisconsin,  given  to  secure 
the  purchase  money  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  lands  granted  by  congress  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  canal.  The  quantity  of  lands  unsold  was  subsequently  made  a  part  of  the  500,000 
acre  tract  granted  by  congress  for  school  purposes.  Itis  bdieved  the  whole  matter  is  now  dosed 
against  further  legislative  enactments. 

The  next  grant  of  lands  made  by  congress  tor  internal  improvements  in  Wtsconstn,  was  one 
approved  August  8, 1846,  endtled  "  an  act  to  grant  a  certain  quanti^  of  hmd  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  canal."  By  this  act 
there  was  granted  to  Wisconsin  on  her  becoming  a  state,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
above-named  streams,  and  constructmg  the  canal  to  unite  the  same,  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to 
oneJialf  of  three  sections  in  widtb  on  each  side  of  Fox  river,  and  the  lakes  through  which  il 
passes  from  its  mouth  to  the  point  where  the  portage  canal  should  enter  the  same,  and  each  side 
of  the  canal  from  one  strecim  to  the  other,  reserving  the  alternate  sections  to  the  United  Slates 
with  certaia  ])rovisions  in  relation  thereto.  On  the  3d  of  August,  1854,  an  act  of  congress  was 
approved,  authorizing  the  governor  of  Wisconsin  to  select  the  balance  uf  lands  to  which  the  state 
was  entitled  to  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1846,  out  of  any  unsold  government  lands  sub- 
ject to  private  entry  in  the  state,  the  quantity  to  be  ascertained  upon  the  principles  which  gov- 
erned the  final  adjustment  of  the  grant  to  the  state  oflndiana,  for  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
approved  May  9,  1848.  In  the  years  1854  and  1855,  acts  of  congress  were  passed,  defining  and 
enlarging  the  grant.  Under  the  grants  of  1846,  1854  and  1855,  the  number  of  acres  donated  for 
this  purpose  and  certified  to  the  state,  was  674,100. 

After  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  hy  an  act  of  its  legislature,  approved 
August  8,  1848,  a  board  of  public  works  was  created,  through  which  the  work  of  improving  the 
said  rivers,  by  the  application  thereto  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  (he  lands  granted  by  con- 
gress, was  undertaken  by  the  state. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  moneys  realized  from  the  sale  of  lands  were  insufficient  to 
meet  the  obligations  of  the  state  issued  by  its  board  of  public  works  as  they  became  due ;  and" 
in  1853  the  work  was  turned  over  to  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Improvement  company,  a  corpora- 
tion created  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin  approved  July  6,  1853.  In  1856,  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  approved  October  3,  1856,  the  lands  granted  by  c<mgress 
dien  unsold  were  granted  by  the  state,  through  the  said  company,  to  trustees,  with  power  to 
sell,  and  to  hold  the  proceeds  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  state  indebtecfness,  the  completion 
of  the  work,  thereafter  for  the  payment  of  bonds  issued  by  the  said  company,  and  the  balance,  if 
any,  for  the  company  itself. 

In  February,  1866^  the  trustees,  in  execution  of  the  powers  contained  in  the  deed  of  trust 
made  to  them,  and  pursuant  to  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  sold  at 
public  sale  at  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  the  works  of  improvement  and  the  balance  of  lands  granted 
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by  congress  then  unsold,  and  applied  the  proceeds  to  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  deed  of  trust. 
The  proceeds  were  sufficient  to  pay  in  full  the  expenses  of  the  trust,  the  tlien  outstanding 
sute  indebtedness,  and  to  provide  a  fund  sufficient  to  complete  the  work  according  to  the  plan 
ipedSed  in  the  act  approved  October  3, 1856. 

Under  an  act  of  the  legbtature  of  Wisconsi  i  pprovcd  April  13,  1861,  and  the  acts  amend- 
atory thereof,  the  purchasers  at  said  sale,  on  the  i5lh  day  of  Augvist,  1S66,  filed  their  certificate 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  thereby  became  incorporated  as  the  Green  Bay  and 
Mississippi  canal  company,  holding,  as  such  company,  the  said  works  of  improvement. 

At  a  subsequent  date,  under  instmctions  from  the  engineer  department  of  the  United  States, 
Ae  surveys  <tf  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  were  placed  in  the  charge  of  General  G.  K.  War- 
ren,  and  by  act  of  congress  approved  July  7,  1870,  the  secretary'  of  war  was  authorized  to 
appoint  a  board  of  arbitrators  to  ascertain  how  much  the  government  should  pay  to  the  suc- 
cessMS  of  the  Impravement  company,  the  Green  Bay  and  Mississippi  canal  company,  for  the 
tnasfcr  of  all  its  property  and  rights ;  and  hj  a  subsequent  act,  approved  June  10, 1872,  an 
l|)propriation  was  made  therefor. 

The  legislation  on  matters  connected  with  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river  improvement  would 
make  a  chapter  of  itself.  The  work  is  now  in  charge  of  the  government,  and  will  be  prosecuted 
to  completion  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

On  the  apth  of  May,  1848,  an  act  was  approved  by  the  president  "to  enable  tlie  people  of 
Wisconsin  territor)'  to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
ftiteintothe  Union,"  by  which  certain  propositions  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  convention 
«hicb  were  to  be  acted  upon,  and  subsequently  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  approval.  The 
fcst  coBstiCationa]  convention  was  hdd  in  October,  1S46,  and,  having  framed  a  constitution,  it 
ns  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  the  election  in  1847,  and  it  was  rejected.  The  second 
ONvention  met  December  15,  1847,  and,  having  formed  a  constitution,  it  was  adopted  by  the 
people  at  the  election  in  1848.    The  following  are  the  propositions  proposed  by  congress  : 

I.  That  section  sixteen  numbered  m  every  township  of  the  public  lands  of  said  sute,  and 
vheie  such  section  has  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto^  and 
11  contiguous  as  may  be,  diaU  be  granted  to  the  said  state  for  the  use  of  schools. 

That  seventy-two  sections,  or  two  entire  townships,  of  land  set  apart  and  reserved  for 
tbc  use  and  support  of  a  university  by  act  of  congress  approved  June  12,  1838,  are  hereby  granted 
aod  conveyed  to  the  state,  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  use  and  support  of  such  university  in 
UKh  manner  as  the  lefpslature  may  prescribe. 

3.  That  ten  entire  sections  of  land  to  be  selected  and  located  under  the  direction  of  the 
Itijibhturc,  in  legal  subdivisions  of  not  less  than  one  quarter  of  a  section  from  any  of  the  unap- 
propriated lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  the  state  are  granted  to  the  state  for 
completing  the  public  buildings,  or  for  the  erection  of  others  at  the  seat  of  government,  under 
Redirection  of  the  lejpslature. 

4.  That  all  salt-springs  within  the  State,  not  exceeding  twelve  In  number,  shall  l  e  granted  to 
th(  state,  to  be  selected  by  the  legislature,  and  when  selected,  to  be  used  or  disposed  of  on  such 
terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  as  the  legislature  shall  direct. 

The  title  to  all  lands  and  other  property  which  accrued  to  the  territory  aX  Wisconsin  by 
piBt,  gift,  pnichase,  forfeiture,  escheat  or  otherwise,  were,  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
of  the  state,  vested  in  the  state ;  and  the  pe(q>1e  of  the  state,  in  their  right  of  sovereignty,  were 
declared  to  possess  the  ultimate  property  in  and  to  all  lands  within  its  jurisdiction  ;  and  all 
iads,  the  title  of  which  shall  fail  from  a  defect  of  heirs,  shall  revert  or  escheat  to  the  people. 

The  act  of  omgreis  for  the  admission  o(  ^e  state  into  the  Unitm  gave  formal  assent  to  the 
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grant  relative  to  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river  improvement,  and  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Unitec 
States  b7  said  grant,  and  alto  the  grant  to  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  Rock  river,  were  to  be 
O&red  for  sale  at  the  same  minimum  prtc^  and  subject  to  the  same  rights  of  pre-emptioB  u 
Other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  state  constitution,  the  secretary  of  state,  the  state  treasurer  and 
attorney-general,  were  constituted  a  board  of  commissioneia  for  the  sale  of  Uus  tchool  and 
universi^  lands,  and  for  the  investment  of  the  funds  arising  therefrom.  In  the  year  1850  the 
commissioners  put  into  market,  for  the  first  time,  the  school  lands  which  had  been  donated  to  the 
state.  The  total  quantity  of  lands  offered  was  X4S,oax,  44-100  acres,  which  sold  for  the  sum  of 
$444,265.19. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  approved  September  4, 1841,  there  were  granted  to  the  state  500,000 
acres  of  land,  which  were,  by  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  of  1849,  appropriated  to  the  school 

fund,  and  the  unsold  lands  of  the  Milwaukee  and  Rock  river  canal  company,  amounting  to  about 
140,000  acres,  were  to  be  included  as  a  part  of  the  above  grant.    These  lands,  and  the  sixteen:'", 
section  of  each  township,  make  up  the  whole  of  the  school  lands  of  the  state.    The  whole  *. 
number  of  acre*  sold  up  to  the  year  1877  is  2,243,5^  acres,  and  there  remain  unsold,  subject 
to  entry,  ax6,oi6  acres. 

The  state  university  land  grant  was  made  in  1838,  and  seventy-two  sections  set  apart  and 
reserved.    The  lands  were  selected  in  1845  and  1846.     On  the  15th  of  December,  1854,  an  art 
of  congress  was  approved,  relinquishing  to  the  state  the  lands  reserved  for  the  salt-spnngs,  acd 
seventy-two  sections  were  granted  in  lieu  thereof  in  aid  of  the  university  of  the  state     The  ' 
number  of  acres  amounts  to  92,1601  all  of  which  have  been  sold  except  4,407  acres,  which  are 
subject  to  entry.    Under  the  re-organization  and  enlargement  of  the  university,  under  pro-isions  ■ 
of  chapter  114,  of  general  laws  of  1866,  section  thirteen  provides,  among  other  things,  that  the 
income  of  a  fund  to  be  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  acies,  ' 
grsnted  by  congress  by  act  approved  July  s,  x86a,  entitled :    An  act  donating  lands  to  the  ' 
several  states  and  territories  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
mechanic  arts,"  be  devoted  to  the  state  university,  and  the  funds  arising  therefrom  to  be  known 
as  the  "agricultural  college  fund."    All  of  the  grant  of  lands  have  been  sold  except  51,635  acres. 
The  quantity  of  lands  donated  by  act  of  congress  August  6, 1 846,  for  the  purpose  of  comi>Icting  or 
erecting  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  government,  known  as  **  Capitol  Lands,"  amounted  to 
ten  entire  sections,  or  six  thousand  four  hundred  acKS.    A  grant  of  lands  was  made  to  the  state 
by  act  of  rnngress,  approved  September  28,  1850,  of  all  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within 
its  limits.    The  total  number  of  acres  of  this  grant,  as  certified  to  the  state  from  the  government, 
to  the  year  1877,  is  1,869,677. 

A  grant  of  land  was  made  by  congress,  approved  March  3,  1863,  for  the  construction  of  a 
military  road  from  Fort  Wilkins,  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  Wisconsin,  of  every  alternate 
section  of  public  lands,  designated  by  even  numbers  for  three  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of 
said  road,  and  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legislature.  In  1865  sales  of  land  were  made  to 
the  number  of  85,961.89  acres,  which  realised  the  sum  of  $1x4,856.54. 

An  act  of  congress  was  approved  June 95, 1864,  granting  lands  to  the  state  to  build  a  military 
road  from  Wausau,  Wisconsin,  to  Ontonagon,  on  Lake  Superior,  of  every  alternate  section  of 
land  designated  as  odd  sections,  for  three  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The  grant 
was  accepted  by  the  state  by  law,  approved  April  10,  1865. 

An  act  was  also  passed  by  congress,  approved  April  10,  x866,  granting  to  the  state  of  Wis- 
consin a  donation  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construclbn  of  a  bieakwatet  and' harbor  and  ship 
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r:\nal  at  the  head  of  Sturgeon  bay,  Wis.,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Green  bay  with  Lake  Michigan. 
The  grant  was  for  200,000  acres  of  land.  The  grant  was  accepted  by  the  legislature  of  1868. 
In  iS74,the8amebodyby  resolurion  transferred  to  the  Sturgeon  bay  and  Lake  Michigan  ship  canal 
and  harbor  company  3s,34a  acres,  and  the  remainbg  portion  waa  authorised  to  be  sold  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  by  said  company. 

The  first  railroad  grant  in  Wisconsin  was  by  act  of  congress,  approved  June  3,  1856,  by  the 
first  section  of  which  there  was  granted  to  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction 
nf  a  tttlfoad  from  Madison  or  Colnnbus,  by  the  way  of  Portage  City,  to  the  St  Ciolz  river  or 
lake,  between  townships  twenty-^ve  and  thirty-one,  and  from  thence  to  the  west  end  of  Lake 
Superior  and  to  Bayfield ;  and  from  Fond  du  Lac,  on  Lake  Winnebago, northerly  to  the  state  line, 
every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odd  numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side 
of  said  roads,  respectively;  the  land  to  be  applied  exclusively  in  the  construction  of  said  roads, 
and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever,  and  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legislature,  and  the  same 
shall  remain  public  highways  fmr  the  use  of  the  government,  free  from  loll  and  other  charges 
upon  the  transportation  of  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States,  with  other  conditions  as  to 
the  disposal  of  said  lands. 

The  grant  was  accepted  by  the  legislature  by  an  act  approved  October  8,  1856,  and  on  the 
nth  of  the  same  month  an  act  was  approved  granting  a  portion  of  the  lands  to  the  La  Crosse  & 
ifisaianppi  railroad  company,  who  were  to  carry  out  all  the  requirements  of  the  original  grant. 
A  «upplementar)'  act  was  ajiprnved  the  same  session,  Octolx.-r  13,  incorporating  the  Wisconsin  & 
Sui>erior  railroad,  which  (  ompany  was  refpiircd  to  commence  the  construt  tion  of  their  road  on 
or  before  January  i,  1857,  and  to  complete  the  same  to  Oslikosh  before  August  1,  1858.  Of  this 
land  grant  John  W.  Cary  says:  "That  portion  of  the  grant  given  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
3.  railroad  northerly  to  the  state  line  was  conferred  on  the  Wisconsin  &  Superior  railroad  company. 
This  company  was  organized  in  the  interest  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  t^'  Fond  du  Lac  railroad 
company,  and  that  part  of  the  grant  was  {mnsferrcd  to  it.  The  road  was,  in  1859,  extended  to 
Oshkosh,  and  thence  to  Menasha,  and  hnally  to  Green  Bay.  In  the  panic  of  1857,  the  company 
failed  to  meet  its  obligations,  but  was  aikerward  enabled  to  go  on,  and  continued  in  possession 
until  June  2,  1859,  when  its  road  was  sold  on  the  foreclosures  of  the  mortgages  given  thereon  i 
and  on  the  sixth  of  the  same  month  the  present  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  company  Was 
organized  under  the  statute,  by  purchasers  at  said  sale,  and  took  possession." 

A  large  portion  of  the  original  grant  was  given  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Madison 
or  Columbus  to  the  St.  Croix  river,  as  before  stated.  The  La  Crosse  company,  during  the  years 
1857  and  1858,  completed  its  main  line  to  La  Crosse;  the  Watertown  line,  from  Watertown  to 
Columbus,  and  partially  graded  the  line  from  Madison  to  Portage  Ci^.  Neither  it  nor  its  suc- 
cessors ever  received  any  part  of  the  lands  of  the  land  grant. 

In  1856  and  1857,  the  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  railroad  graded  most  of  the  line  from  Madi- 
son to  Portage.  Alter  the  failure  of  the  company,  this  line  was  abandoned,  and  so  remained 
nntil  1870,  when  a  new  company  was  or|^nized,  under  the  name  of  the  Madison  &  Portage  City 
railroad  company.  In  1873,  an  act  was  passed  chartering  the  Tomah  &  Lake  St.  Croix  railroad 
company,  and  repealing  and  annulling  that  portion  of  the  land  grant  which  bestowed  the  lands 
fnm  Tomah  to  Lake  St.  Croix  upon  the  La  Crosse  company,  and  bestowing  the  same  upon  the 
cMnpany  chartered  by  this  act  This  road  is  known  as  the  West  Wisconsin  railroad. 

An  act  of  congress  was  approved  May  5,  1864,  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
ceruun  roads  in  the  state.  This  was  a  re-enactment  of  the  law  of  1856,  and  divided  the  grant 
in  three  sections,  one  of  which  was  for  a  road  from  a  point  on  the  St.  Croix  river  or  lake,  between 
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tcnrflships  twenty  five  and  thirty-one,  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Saperior,  and  from  some  point  on 
the  line  of  said  road,  to  be  selected  by  the  state,  to  Bayfield  —  every  alternate  section  designated 
by  odd  numbers,  for  ten  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  mM  fttid,  wMi  «a  mdtmmtf  extending 
twtnty  miles  on  each  side,  was  granted,  under  certain  regaladons ;  anotiier,  for  aiding  in  bmlding 
a  road  from  Tomah  to  the  St.  Croix  river,  between  towoshipe  twenty-five  and  thirty-one  —  evcrj- 
alternate  section  by  odd  numbers,  for  ten  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  road  ;  another 
for  aiding  and  constructing  a  railroad  from  Portage  City,  Berlin,  Doty's  Island,  or  Fond  du  Lac, 
as  the  legislature  may  determine,  in  a  northwestern  diiectioo,  to  Bayfield,  on  Lake  Superior,  and 
a  grant  of  every  alternate  section  designated  by  odd  numbers,  for  ten  sections  in  width  on  each 
side  of  said  road,  was  donated. 

The  legislature  of  1865  failed  10  agree  upon  a  disposition  of  the  grant.  The  succeeding 
legislature  conferred  the  grant  partly  upon  the  "  Winnebago  &  Lake  Superior  Railroad  Company," 
and  partly  upon  the  **  Portage  &  Superior  Railroad  Company,"  the  fenmer  April  6,  1866,  and  die 
latter  April  9, 1866.  The  two  companies  were  oonsoUdated,  under  the  name  of  the  ''Portage, 
Winnebago  &  Superior  RaiboBd,'*  by  act  of  the  legtalatttfe^  March  6,  1869,  and  by  act  of  legis- 
lature approved  February  4*  i87z»  the  name  was  changed  to  the  "Wisconsin  Central  Railroad." 


HEALTH  OF  WISCONSIN. 

By  JOSEPH  BOBBINS,  M.D. 

An  aitide  on  state  liealth,  necessarily  embracing  the  etiology,  or  canses  of  diieasc^  iavobei 
die  diacttsaioo  of  the  geogr^hical  position  of  the  state;  its  area,  physical  features;  its  devationi, 
depressions ;  water  supply ;  drainage;  its  mean  level  above  the  sea ;  its  geology ;  climatolog)- ; 
the  nationality  of  its  people;  their  occupations,  habits,  food,  education;  and,  indeed,  of  all  the 
physical,  moral  and  mental  influences  which  affect  the  public  health. 

Geographical  Position. 

The  geographical  position  of  Wisconsin,  considered  in  relation  to  health,  conveys  an  imme- 
diate and  f.ivorable  impression,  which  is  at  once  confirmed  by  a  reference  to  the  statistical  atlas 
of  the  United  States.  On  its  north  it  is  bounded  by  Lake  Superior,  Minnesota,  and  the  northern 
peninsula  of  Michigan;  on  the  south  by  Ulinois;  on  the  east  by  Lake  Michigan,  and  on  Ac 
west  by  the  Mississippi.  It  lies  between  42"  30'  and  46**  55'  N.  latitude,  and  between  87* and 
92**  50'  W.  long.;  is  285  miles  long  from  north  to  south,  and  255  in  breadth  from  east  to  west, 
giving  it  an  area  of  some  53,924  square  miles,  or  34,51 1,360  acres.  Its  natural  surface  divisions, 
or  proportions,  are  16  per  cent,  of  prairie,  50  of  timber,  19  of  openings,  15  of  marsh,  mineral  ' 
undefined.  North  of  45*  the  surfiMC  ia  nearly  covered  with  vast  forests  of  pine.  The  proportion 
of  the  state  cultivated  is  nearly  one-sixth. 

Physicai.  FSATtntBS. 

Among  Aeae,  its  lacustrine  character  is  most  conspicuous,  so  much  to  that  it  may  not  inaptly 
be  called  the  state  of  a  thousand  lakes,  its  smaller  ones  being  almost  universal  and  innwnwrable. 
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ft  hac  an  afanost  artificUIlj  pflfftct  arrangement  of  ttt  liiger  riTeis,  both  for  supply  and  drainage 

is  rolling  in  its  surface, having  several  dividing  ridges  or  water  sheds,  and  varies  from  600  to  1,600 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Blue  Mounds  being  1,729  feet  above  sea  level.  Its  pine  and 
tfn^y  wooded  lands  are  being  rapidly  denuded,  and  to  some  extent  converted  to  agricultaral 
piirpoMt;  its  marshes  in  notth  aie  beiag  recUumed  for  enmbefry  coItivatioiitSikd  at  the  mote 
thickly  settled  parts  of  the  state  for  hay  purposes.  The  surface  of  the  state  is  beautifully  diver- 
sified with  stream,  waterfall  and  rapids;  richly  wooded  bluffs  several  hundred  feet  in  height, 
assuming  the  most  romantic  and  pleasing  forms,  and  composed  of  sandstone,  magnesian 
fimeitone,  granite,  trap,  etc  The  health  and  sttmmer  resorts  td  Wisoonsin  are  illustiative  of  its 
bcaoty,  and  its  nmnaoits  mineral  qicingi  have  long  since  formed  an  iniportant  foadue  of  its 
duacler  for  laliibtity. 

Geolocv. 

The  geology  of  Wisconsin  does  not  require  from  us  but  a  very  general  notice,  as  it  is  only 
from  its  relation  to  disease  that  we  have  to  consider  it.  This  relation  is  in  a  measure  apparent 
inthefoct  that  everywhere  the  topographical  features  are  governed  bf  the  strata  below  them. 
The  relationship  will  be  seen  stiU  further  in  the  chemical  or  sanitary  influence  of  the  geological 
structures.  Through  the  greater  part  of  the  south  half  of  the  state  limestone  is  found,  the  cliff 
prevailing  in  the  mineral  region,  and  the  blue  in  the  other  parts  ;  while  in  the  north  part  of  the 
state  the  primitive  rocks,  granite,  slate,  and  sandstone  prevail.  South  of  the  Wisconsin  river 
tandstooe  in  layers  of  limestone,  forming  the  most  picturesque  blufis,  abounds.  While  west  of 
Laice  Michigan  extends  up  to  these  rocks  the  limestone  formation,  being  rich  in  timber  or  prairie 
iand.  Sandstone  is  found  underneath  the  blue  limestone.  The  general  dip  of  the  Stratified 
rocks  of  the  state  is  toward  the  south,  about  8  feet  ;o  the  mile. 

Medical  geology  treats  of  geology  so  far  only  as  it  affects  health.  Thus,  some  diluvial  soils 
and  sands  are  known  to  be  productive  of  malarial  fevers;  othen,  of  a  clayey  character,  retaidng 
^iter,  are  productive  of  cold  damp,  and  give  rise  to  pulmonary  and  inflammatory  diseases; 
while  others  still,  being  very  porous,  arc  promotive  of  a  dry  and  equable  atmosphere.  In 
the  Potsdam  rocks  arise  our  purest  waters  and  best  supply,  while  our  magnesian  limestone  rocks 
(a  good  quality  of  this  kind  of  rock  being  composed  of  nearly  equal  parts  of  carbonate  of  lime 
and  caibonate  of  magnesia)  affect  the  water  to  the  extent  of  producing  simple  diarrhoaa  in  those 
nacenstomed  to  drinking  it,  as  is  observed  in  southern  visitors,  and  was  especially  noticeable 
in  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Camj)  Randall,  though  singularly  enough  do  not  seem  to  produc  e 
atone  and  gravel,  as  is  alleged  of  the  same  kind  of  water  in  the  north  of  England.  Why  this  is 
to—if  so— is  a  question  of  some  tntevett.  Goitre  and  cretinism  are'both  attributed  to  the  use 
of  die  same  magnesian  limestone  water.  Goitre  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  afibction  her^ 
but  not  common  enough,  perhaps,  to  warrant  us  in  thinking  its  special  cause  is  in  the  water. 
Boiling  the  water  is  a  preventive  of  all  injurious  effects.  There  is  still  another  objection  —  partic- 
siarly  applicable  to  cities  —  to  this  kind  of  water,  the  carbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia  which 
it  contains,  not  simply  making  it  hard,  but  giving  it  the  power  to  promote  ^e  decomposition  of 
organic  matters,  and  thus  where  the  soil  is  sandy  or  porous,  endangering  the  purity  of  our  wdl^ 
vater.  Geology  in  general  affects  all  our  soils  and  their  products;  all  our  drainage;  even  our 
architecture,  the  material  with  which  we  build.  Our  building  stone  for  half  of  the  state  is  a 
magnesian  limestone,  a  rather  soft  or  poor  quality  uf  which  will  absorb  one-third  of  its  bulk  of 
water,  or  two  and  a  half  gallons  to  the  cubic  foot,  while  most  kinds  of  sandstone  are  nearly  as 
porous  as  loose  sand,  and  in  some  of  them  the  penetrability  for  air  and  water  is  the  same.  (A 
iittg^  brick  of  poor  quality  will  absorb  a  pint  of  water).   Such  materials  used  in  the  oonstroction 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


282 


UliSTOKY  OF  WISOONSm. 


of  our  dwdUagSt  without  ffftcantioiwry  measures,  give  rise  to  rheumatistni  other  gimve  diseiies, 
aod  loss  of  strength*  Besides,  this  character  of  stooe  absorbs  readily  all  kinds  of  liquid  and 
gaseous  impurities,  and  though  hardening  in  dry  air,  decays  soon  when  exposed  to  underground 
moisture.  The  material  of  which  our  roads  are  made,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  fuel  we  use  in  our 
homes,  have  the  same  unquestionable  relationship  to  geology  and  disease. 


The  natural  drainage  of  the  state,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  mean  elevation  of  its  hydro- 
graphical  axis  is  about  i,ooo  feet  above  the  sea  level,  is  as  excellent  as  it  is  obvious.  (A  line 
running  from  Lake  Michigan  across  the  state  to  the  Mississippi,  shows  an  elevation  of  about  500 
feet).  North  its  drainage  u  by  a  few  rapid  but  insignificant  streams  into  Lake  Superior,  while 
east  it  increases  greatly  and  enters  Lake  Michigan  by  way  of  Green  bay.  The  principal  part  of 
the  supply  and  drainage,  however,  is  from  the  extreme  north  to  the  southwest  through  the  center 
of  the  state,  by  five  large  rivers,  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Mississippi  at  almost  equal 
distances  from  each  other. 


The  climatology  of  Wisconsin  will  1>e  exhibited  in  the  observations  taken  at  different  times, 
for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  and  at  different  points  of  the  state.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  climate  depends  quite  as  much  and  very  frequently  more  upon  the  physical  surroundings, 
upon  the  presence  of  lari^  bodies  of  water,  like  our  Idcea,  upon  large  forests,  like  our  pineries, 
like  our  heavy  hard-woods,  and  of  land  elevations  and  depressions,  upon  isothermal  lines,  etc., as 
it  does  upon  latitude.  Our  historic  period  is  of  a  character  too  brief  for  us  to  assume  to  speak 
of  our  climate,  or  of  all  the  changing  causes  which  influence  it  —  in  a  positive  manner,  our 
horticultural  writers,  to  make  the  difEculty  still  greater,  affirming  that  it  has  several eUtnates  witMu  ' 
its^/j  still,  sufficient  data  have  been  gathered  from  sufficiently  reliable  sources  to  enable  us  to  > 
form  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  the  subject.  I 

The  great  modifiers  of  our  climate  are  our  lakes.    These,  bounding  as  they  do,  the  one,  | 
Lake  Superior  (600  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  420  miles  long  and  160  broad),  on  the  north  | 
side  of  the  state,  and  the  other,  Lake  Michigan  (5  78  feet  above  the  sea  level,  320  miles  long  and 
84  broad),  on  the  east  side  of  the  state,  serve  to  govern  the  range  of  the  thermometer  and  the  | 
mean  temperature  of  the  seasons,  as  much  as  they  are  governed  in  New  England  by  tlie  ocean,  j 
Our  climate  is  consequently  very  much  like  that  of  the  New  England  sea-board.     They  both 
exhibit  the  same  extremes  and  great  extremes,  have  the  sa:no  broadly  marked  continental  features 
at  some  seasons,  and  decided  tropical  features  at  others.   It  is  of  special  interest  in  this  con- 
nection to  know  that  the  climate  between  the  eastern  coast  and  the  lakes  increases  in  rigor  as 
one  advances  west  until  the  lakes  are  reached,  and  again  becomes  still  more  rigorous  as  one 
advances  into  the  interior  west  of  the  lakes,  thus  affurding  proof,  if  proof  were  wanting,  of  the 
modifying  and  agreeable  influences  of  large  bodies  of  water 

During  the  winter  the  mean  temperature  of  the  east  on  the  New  England  coast  is 
higher  than  the  west  (beyond  the  lakes) ;  during  the  spring  3.53  lower ;  during  the  summer  6.99 
lower;  and  during  the  autumn  1.54  higher,  In  the  mean  temperature  for  the  year  tliere  is  bulJ 
fractional  difference.  That  the  winters  are  less  rigorous  and  the  summers  more  tem])erate  oi 
the  Great  Lakes  is  demonstrated  to  be  owing  not  to  elevation,  but,  as  on  the  ocean,  to  the  equai 
ising  agency  of  an  expanse  of  water. 

On  the  lakes  the  annual  ratio  of  fair  days  is  117,  and  on  the  New  England  coast      ;  tfa 
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cloudy  days  are  as  127  to  73;  the  rainy  as  63  to  46  .  and  the  snowy  as  45  to  29  In  the  former 
the  prevailing  weather  is  cloudy,  and  in  the  latter  it  is  fair.  The  immeose  forests  on  the  upper 
•  lake  riiores  of  coarse  exercise  a  eonsidemble  influence  in  the  modification  of  our  temperatttre,  as 
veil  as  in  the  adding  to  our  rain-fall  and  doady  days.  A  climate  Of  this  character,  with  its 
attendant  rains,  gives  us  that  with  which  we  are  so  abundantly  supplied,  great  variety  of  food, 
both  for  man  and  beast,  the  choicest  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  greatest  profusion,  and 
of  the  best  quality,  streams  alive  with  fish,  woods  and  prairiea  with  game,  the  noblest  trees,  the 
noit  cxqubite  flowers,  and  the  best  breeds  of  domejitic  animals  the  world  can  boast  of. 

The  semi-tropical  chancter  of  our  summer,  and  its  resemblance  to  that  of  New  England,  Is 
-hown  by  the  mean  temperature  — 70"  —  for  three  months  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  at  Albany, 
New  York,  at  southern  Wisconsin,  Fort  Snelling  and  Fort  Bentun  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  being 
the  same ;  while  at  Baltimore,  Qndnnati  and  St.  Louis,  it  is  75  and  around  the  gulf  <^  Mexico 
it  is  80*.  Another  feature  of  our  climate  is  worthy  the  notice  of  invalids  and  of  those  who  make 
the  thermometer  their  guide  for  romfo  t  It  is  a  well-ascertained  fact  that  during  the  colder 
seasons  the  lake  country  is  not  only  relatively,  but  jKisitivcly,  warmer  than  places  far  south  of  it. 
The  thermometer,  during  the  severe  cold  of  January,  1S56,  did  not  fall  so  low  at  the  coldest,  by 
10*  to  15*  at  Lake  Superior  as  at  Chicago  at  the  same  time.  This  remark  holds  true  of  the 
changes  of  all  periods  of  duration,  even  if  continued  over  a  mcmth.  The  mean  temperature  at 
Fort  Howard,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  600  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Atlantic,  latitude  44®  40', 
longitude  87°,  observations  for  nine  years,  is  44.93  ;  and  at  Fort  Crawford,  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Wisconsin,  580  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Atlantic,  latitude  43"  3',  longitude  90"  53',  observa- 
tioDs  for  four  years,  is  45.65,  giving  a  just  idea  of  our  mean  temperature  for  the  state.  Under 
he  head  of  distribution  of  heat  in  winter,  it  is  found  that  the  maximum  winter  range  at  Fort 
Winnebago,  Wisconsin,  for  sixteen  years,  is  9.4. 

Hyetal  or  Rain  Character. 

Wisconsin  is  situated  within  what  is  termed  the  area  of  constant  precipitation^  neither  affected 
bj  a  rainy  season,  nor  by  a  partial  dry  season.  The  annual  quantity  of  rain  on  an  average  for 
tluee  years  at  Fort  Crawford,  was  29.54  inches,  and  at  Fort  Howard  the  mean  annual  on  an 
average  of  four  years,  was  38.83  inches.  The  annual  quantity  of  rain,  on  an  avoage  of  three 
yean  was  31. 8S  inches  at  Fort  Winnebago,  situate  (opponte  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and 
^'tsconsin  rivers)  80  miles  west  of  Lake  Michigan  and  112  miles  southwest  of  Green  Bay.  The 
rain-fall  is  less  in  the  lake  district  than  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  in  the  same  latitudes. 
One  of  the  peculiarities  of  our  winters  is  the  almost  periodical  nun^all  of  a  few  days  indie 
middle  of  the  winter  (usually  in  the  middle  of  January),  which  extends  to  the  Atlantic  coast, 
vhflcnorth  and  northwest  of  us  the  dry  cold  continues  without  a  break,  winter  being  uniform  and 
leverc,  characterized  by  aridity  and  steady  low  temperature.  Another  peculiarity  of  our  climate 
is,  the  number  of  snowy  and  rainy  days  is  increased  disproportionately  to  the  actual  quantity  — 

large  bodies  of  water  on  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  contrary  to  the  popular  ojunion,  reduc 
ug  the  annual  quantity  of  rain  in  their  immediate  vicinity  instead  of  adding  to  it,  the  heavier 
precipitation  being  carried  further  away  One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  our  climate  is  its 
frequent  succession  uf  showers  in  summer,  tempering  as  it  does  our  semi-tropical  heat,  increasing 
the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  carpeting  our  prairies  with  a  green  as  grateful  to  the  eye  as  that  of 
En^and. 

The  hygrometric  condition  of  Wisconsin  may  be  judged  of  with  proximate  accuracy  by  that 
giveoof  Poultney,  Iowa: 
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The  average  depth  of  snow  for  three  years,  at  Belott,  Wisconsin,  was  twenty-five  inches, 
wlule  at  Oxfoid  county,  Maine,  the  average  for  twelve  years  was  ninety  inches.  The  isohyetal 
lines  of  the  mean  precipitation  of  rain  and  melted  snow,  for  the  year  1879,  show  that  of  Wiscon- 
sin to  be  thirty-two. 

ISOTHKRMS. 

The  mean  temperature  of  spring  is  represented  by  the  isotherm  of  45"  F.  which  enters  Wis. 
consin  from  the  west  about  forty  miles  south  of  Hudson,  passing  in  a  nearly  southeast  direction, 
and  crosses  the  south  line  of  the  state  near  the  west  line  of  Walwordi  county.  It  then  passes  nearly 
around  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  then  northeast  until  it  reaches  the  latitude  of  Milwaukee, 
whence  it  passes  in  a  somewhat  irregular  course  east  through  Ontario,  New  York,  and  Massa- 
chusetts, entering  the  ocean  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  summer  mean  isotherm  of  70^  F.  | 
enters  Wisconsin  from  the  west  but  little  farther  north  than  the  spring  isotherm,  and  passes 
through  the  state  nearly  parallel  with  the  course  of  that  line,  crossing  the  southern  houndaiy  ' 
near  the  east  line  of  Walworth  county;  passing  throu<^]\  Chicago  it  goes  in  a  direction  a  little 
south  of  east,  and  enters  the  Atlantic  at  New  Haven.  The  mean  isotherm  of  47^  1".  for  nutunn, 
enters  the  slate  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Prairie  du  Chicn,  passing  in  a  direction  a  little  north 
of  east  through  Portage,  and  enters  Lake  Michigan  near  Manitowoc.  The  isotherm  of  20'  F. 
representing  the  mean  temperature  of  winter,  enters  the  state  near  Prairie  du  Chien,  passes  east 
and  north  and  enters  Lake  Michigan  at  Sturgeon  bay.  The  annual  mean  temperature  is  repre* 
sented  by  the  isotherm  of  45°  F.  which  enters  the  state  near  Prairie  du  Chien,  j)asscs  across  the 
state  in  a  direction  a  little  south  of  east,  and  enters  Lake  Michigan  a  little  south  of  Milwaukee. 

What  influence  these  isotherms  have  upon  our  belts  of  disease  there  are  no  data  to  shew. 
But  from  their  influence  upon  vegetable  life,  one  can  not  but  infer  a  similar  good  influence  00 
the  animal  economy.   This  is  a  question  for  the  future. 

Barometrical. 

Yearly  mean  of  barometer  at  32"  F.  as  observed  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  altitude 
x,o88  feet  above  the  sea: 

X869...... .......28.933  inches.  S873. ............  98.89a  inches. 

tijo  98.867    "  1874  28.867  " 

1871  S8.986     "  1875  98.750  " 

1873.....  28.898     **  1876  98.990  * 

Atmospheric  i)ressure,  as  indicated  by  the  b.irometer,  is  an  important  element  in  the  causation  , 
of  disease,  far  more  so  than  is  generally  thought.  The  barometer  indicates  not  only  the  coming 
of  the  storm,  but  that  state  of  the  atmosphere  which  gives  rise  to  health  at  one  time,  and  10 
disease  at  another.  When  the  barometer  is  high,  both  the  body  and  mind  have  a  feeling  of 
elasticity,  of  vigor  and  activity,  and  when  the  barometer  ranges  low,  the  feelings  of  both  are  jnst  i 
the  reverse ;  and  both  of  these  states,  commonly  attributed  to  temperature,  are  mostly  the  result 
of  change  in  the  barometric  pressure.    Many  inflammations*  as  of  the  lungs,  etc.,  commoolj 
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MribMed  to  chanft  in  the  temperature,  kave  their  origin  in  baromctrieat  vicnaitttdet. 

Winds. 

Generally  speaking,  the  atmospheric  movement  is  from  the  west.  It  is  of  little  purpose 
what  the  surface  wind  may  be,  as  this  docs  not  afTert  the  fac  t  of  the  constancy  of  the  westerly 
XLindi  in  the  middle  latitudes.  The  showers  and  cumulus  clouds  of  the  summer  always  have  this 
■wvemeat.  The  belt  of  weslerif  winds  u  the  belt  of  conitant  and  equally  distributed  Taina,  the 
feature  of  our  wind*  vpon  which  so  nnch  of  our  health  and  comfort  depends. 

ClIMATOLOGICAI.  ('hANi.KS    1  ROM    Sk  i  I  LIN".    THK   Sl  ATE. 

There  are  many  theories  afloat  concerning  the  effects  of  reclaiming  the  soil  and  the  destruc- 
tioo  of  its  forests.  To  us,  a  new  people  and  a  new  state,  the  question  is  one  of  great  moment, 
die  more  so  that  it  is  still  in  onr  power  not  only  to  watch  the  effects  of  such  changes,  but  still 
more  so  to  control  them  in  a  measure  for  our  good.  As  to  the  effects  upon  animal  and  vegetable 
life,  it  would  appear  that  so  far  as  relates  to  the  clearing  away  of  forests,  the  whole  change  uf 
conditions  is  limited  to  the  surface,  and  dependent  for  the  most  part  on  the  retention  and  slow 
evaporation  in  the  forest,  in  contrast  with  the  rapid  drainage  and  evaporation  in  the  open  space. 
The  springs,  diminishing  in  number  and  volume  in  our  more  settled  parts  of  the  state,  do  not 
indicate  a  lessening  rain-fall.  It  is  a  welt  ascertained  fact  that  in  other  places  so  denuded,  which 
have  been  allowed  to  cover  themselves  again  with  forests,  the  sjirings  reappear,  and  the  streams 
areas  full  as  before  such  denudation.  With  us,  happily,  while  the  destruction  of  forests  is  going 
oain  various  parts  of  the  state^ their  MM«//yMetfil  is  al^  on,  both  in  the  pineries,  where 
new  varieties  of  hard^wood  take  the  place  of  the  pine,  and  in  the  more  cultivated  parts  of  the 
state,  cultivation  forbiddin|^  as  it  does,  the  practice  so  much  in  vogue  smne  years  ago,  of  running 
fires  through  the  undergrowth.  Thus,  though  the  renewal  of  forests  may  not  be  keeping  pace 
with  their  destruction,  it  would  seem  clear  that  as  time  advances,  the  springs  and  streams  in  the 
more  cultivated  sections  of  the  state  wiU  fill  and  flow  again,  increasing  in  pruix>rtion  as  the  second 
growth  increases  and  expands. 

The  change,  however,  from  denudation,  though  strictly  limited  to  the  surface,  affects  the 
surface  in  other  ways  than  simply  in  the  retention  and  evaporation  of  rain.  When  the  winter 
winds  are  blowing,  the  want  of  the  sheltering  protection  of  belts  of  trees  is  bitterly  felt,  both  by 
nan  and  beast  And  so,  too,  in  the  almost  tropical  heats  of  the  summer;  both  languish  ami  suflet 
from  the  want  of  shade.  Nor  is  the  effect  of  denudation  less  sensibly  felt  by  vegetable  life.  The 
growing  of  our  more  delicate  fruits,  like  the  peach,  the  plum,  the  pear,  the  better  varieties  of  the 
chern,'  and  gooseberry,  with  the  beautiful  half-hardy  flowering  shrubs,  all  of  wliich  flourished  scr 
well  in  a  number  of  our  older  counties  some  twenty  years  ago,  are  as  a  rule  no  longer  to  be  found 
in  those  localities,  having  died  out,  as  is  believed,  frmn  exposure  to  the  cold  winds,  to  the  south 
vest  winds  in-  particular,  and  for  want  of  the  protecting  influence  of  the  woods.  In  fruits,  how 
ever,  wc  have  this  compensation,  that,  while  the  more  tender  varieties  have  been  disappearing, 
the  hardier  and  tMp.ially  good  varieties,  especially  of  apples,  have  been  increasing,  while  the 
grape  (than  which  nothing  speaks  better  for  climatology),  of  which  we  grow  some  150  varieties, 
tbe  strawberry,  the  raspberry,  blackberry  and  currant,  etc.,  hold  their  ground.  Nor  are  the  cattle 
saftrin£  as  much  as.formerly,  or  as  much  as  is  perhaps  popularly  believed,  from  this  want  of 
forests  or  tree  shelter.  With  the  better  breeds  which  onr  farmers  have  been  able  of  late  years  to 
purchase,  with  better  blood  and  better  food,  and  better  care,  our  stock  instead  of  dwindling  in 
condition,  or  in  number,  from  the  effect  of  cold,  has  progressed  in  quality  and  quantity,  and 
competes  with  the  best  in  the  Chicago  and  the  New  York  markets. 
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There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  the  planting  of  groves  and  belts  of  trees  in  exposed 
localities,  would  be  serviceable  in  many  ways ;  in  tempering  the  air  and  imparting  to  it  an 
agreeable  moisture  in  thesommer;  in  modifying  the  severityof  the  cold  in  winter ;  in  modecatiBg 
the  extreme  changes  to  which  our  climate  is  subject;  and  thus  in  a  measure  preventing  dme 
discomforts  and  diseases  which  occur  from  sudden  changes  of  temperature.  Besides,  these 
plantings,  when  made  between  our  homes  or  villages  and  malarial  marshes  souihwfsf  of  us,  serve 
(by  the  aid  of  our  prevailing  southwest  winds)  to  break  up,  to  send  over  and  above  and  beyond 
us  the  malarial  substratum  of  air  to  which  we  are  otherwise  injoriously  exposed. ' 

The  effects  of  reclaiming  the  soil,  or  "breaking  "  as  it  is  called  in  the  west,  have,  years  a|o^ 
when  the  state  first  began  to  be  settled,  been  disastrous  to  health  and  to  life.  The  moist  sod 
being  turned  over  in  hot  weather,  and  left  to  undergo  through  the  summer  a  putrifying  fomen- 
tative  process,  gave  rise  to  the  worst  kind  of  malarial,  typhoid  (bilious)  and  dysenteric  diseases 
Not,  however,  that  the  virulence  or  mortality  altogether  depended  upon  the  soil  emanationi. 
These  were  undoubtedly  suggtvnliieA  by  the  absolute  poverty  of  the  early  settlers,  who  were 
wanting  in  everything,  in  proper  homes,  proper  food  and  proper  medical  attendance,  medidna 
and  nursing.  These  fevers  have  swept  the  state  years  ago,  particularly  in  the  autumns  of  1844 
and  1845,  but  are  now  only  observed  from  time  to  time  in  limited  localities,  following  in  the 
autumn  the  summer's  "  breaking."  But  it  is  pleasmg  to  be  able  to  add  that  through  the  advancing 
proq)erity  of  the  state,  the  greater  abundance  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  medical  care,  the  diseases  incident  to  ''settling"  are  much  less  conunos 
and  much  less  fatal  than  formerly. 

Rblatioms  of  Clikatolooy  to  Sanitary  Status. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  gathering  clinuttological  observations,  is  to  obtain  sanitary 
information,  which  serves  to  show  us  where  man  mqrlive  with  the  greatest  safety  to  his  health. 

Every  country,  we  might  perhaps  correctly  say  every  state,  has,  if  not  its  peculiar  diseases,  at 
least  its  peculiar  type  of  diseases.  And  by  nothing  is  either  this  type  or  variety  of  disease  so 
much  influenced  as  by  climate.  Hence  the  great  imj^rtance  of  the  study  of  climatology  to 
health  and  disease,  nay,  even  to  the  kind  of  medicine  and  to  the  regulating  of  the  dose  to  be 
given.  It  is,  however,  best  to  caution  the  reader  that  these  meteorological  observations  are  not 
always  made  at  points  where  they  would  most  accurately  show  the  salubrity  of  a  geographical 
district,  by  reason  uf  the  fact  that  the  positions  were  chosen  not  for  this  special  purpose,  but 
for  purely  military  purposes.  We  allude  to  the  forts  of  Wisconsin,  from  which  our  statistics  for 
the  most  part  come.  Another  caution  it  is  also  well  to  bear  in  mind  in  looking  over  the  daas  of 
diseases  re)>ortcd  at  these  stations  in  connection  with  their  observations.  The  diseases  are  those 
of  tile  military  of  the  period,  a  class  from  whicli  no  very  favorable  health  reports  could  be 
exi>ectcd,  considering  their  habits,  exposure,  and  the  influences  incidental  to  frontier  life. 

The  geography  of  disease  and  climate  is  of  special  interest  to  the  public,  and  a  knowledge 
especially  necessary  to  the  state  authorities,  as  it  is  only  by  such  a  knowledge  that  state  legis> 
lation  can  possibly  restrain  or  root  out  the  endemic  diseases  of  the  state.  In  connection  with 
the  gathering  of  vital  statistics  must  go  the  collection  of  meteorological  and  topographical 
statistics,  as  without  these  two  latter  the  former  is  comparatively  useless  for  sanitary  purposes. 
More  particularly  does  this  apply  to  the  malarial  diseases  of  the  state. 

Acdimation  is  very  rarely  discussed  or  even  alluded  to  by  our  people  in  relation  to  M^soonsin, 
for  the  reason  that,  come  from  whatever  part  Europe  men  may,  or  from  the  eastern  states, 
acclimation  is  acquired  for  the  most  part  unconsciously,  rarely  attended  by  any  malarial  affection, 
unless  by  exposure  in  such  low,  moist  localities,  where  even  .the  natives  of  the  stSgte  could  not 
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live  whh  impunity.  It  seems  to  be  well  enough  established  that  whore  malaria  exists,  whether 
in  Ltmdon,  New  York,  or  Wisconsin ;  where  the  causes  of  malarial  disease  are  permanent,  the 
dfecte  are  permanent,  and  that  there  is  no  positive  acclimation  to  malaria.  Hence  it  should 
follov  that  since  life  and  malaria  are  irreconcilable,  we  should  root  out  the  enemy,  as  we  readily 
can  hy  drainage  and  cultivation,  or,  where  drainage  is  impossible,  by  the  planting  of  those  riirabs 
or  trees  which  are  found  to  thrive  best,  and  thereby  prove  the  best  evaporators  in  such  localities. 
Our  climate,  approximating  as  it  does  the  45th  degree  (being  c-qui-distant  from  the  equator  and 
pole),  would  a  priori  be  a  common  ground  of  compromise  and  safety,  and  from  this  geographical 
position  is  not  liable  to  objections  existing  cither  north  or  south  of  us. 

lHn.UBMCE  OP  NATIONAUTIC8. 

Our  population  is  of  such  a  confessedly  heterogeneous  character  that  naturally  enough  it 
<upgests  the  question  :  TIas  this  intermingling  of  different  nationalities  sensibly  affected  our 
1  calth  conditions  ?  Certainly  not,  so  far  as  intermarriages  between  the  nations  of  the  Caucasian 
race  are  concerned.  This  opinion  is  given  first  upon  the  fact  that  our  classes  of  diseases  have 
seither  changi;^  nor  increased  in  their  intensity  by  reason  of  such  admixture,  so  far  as  can  be 
lesraed  by  the  statistics  or  the  history  of  disease  in  the  northwest.  Imported  cases  of  disease  are 
of  course  excepted.  Serond,  berause  all  that  we  can  gather  from  statistics  and  history  concern- 
ing such  intermingling  of  blood  goes  to  prove  that  it  is  beneficial  in  every  respect,  physically, 
mentally  and  morally. 

England,  of  aU  nations,  is  said  to  be  the  best  illustration  of  the  good  attending  an 

kteimingling  of  the  blood  of  different  nations,  for  the  reason  that  the  English  character  is 

supposed  to  be,  comparatively  speaking,  good,  and  that  of  all  countries  she  has  been  perhaps 
more  frequently  invaded,  and  to  a  greater  or  less  part  settled  by  foreign  peoples  than  any  oilier. 

From  a  residence  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  center  of  Wisconsin,  and  from  an 
adequate  knowledge  of  its  people,  whose  nationalities  are  so  various  and  whose  intermarriages 
are  so  common,  it  is  at  least  presumable  that  we  should  have  heard  of  or  noted  any  peculiar  or 
injurious  results,  had  any  such  occurred.  None  such,  however,  li  ivc  been  observed.  Some  fears 
have  been  expressed  concerning  the  influence  of  Celtic  blood  upon  the  Ameri(  an  teiiiperamcnl, 
already  too  nervous,  as  is  alleged.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  these  fears  are  unsupported 
bj  figures  or  facts.  Reasoning  from  analogy,  it  would  seem  safe  to  affirm  chat  the  general  inter- 
Btingiing  by  intermarriage  now  going  on  in  our  population,  confined  to  the  Caucasiain  nationali- 
ties, will  tend  to  preserve  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon  character,  rather  than  to  create  any  new  char- 
acter for  our  people.  If  this  view  needed  support  or  ( onfirniation,  it  is  to  be  found  in  some  very 
interesting  truths  in  relation  to  a.  Mr.  Edwin  Scguin,  in  his  work  on  Idiucy,  lays  special  stress 
on  the  influences  of  races  in  regard  to  idiocy  and  other  infirmities,  like  deafness.  He  says  that 
the  crossing  of  races,  which  contributed  to  the  elimination  of  some  vices  of  the  blood  (as  may  be 
the  case  in  the  United  States,  where  there  are  proixjrtionally  less  deaf  and  dumb  than  in  Europe), 
produces  a  favorable  effert  on  the  health  of  the  i>oi)ulation,  and  (  ites  as  an  examjjle,  Helgiuni,  which 
has  fewer  deal  and  dumb  than  any  country  in  Europe,  owing  to  the  intlucnc  e  of  the  crossing  of 
nces  in  past  ages  from  the  crowds  of  northern  tribes  passing,  mingling  and  partly  settling  there 
00  the  way  to  England. 

We  are  aware  that  it  has  been  j)rcdicted  that  our  future  will  give  us  a  ticio  /i/r,  distinct  from 
all  other  i)eoples,  and  tliat  with  this  type  must  t  ome  not  only  new  diseases  but  modifications  or 
aggravations  of  the  present  diseases,  in  particular,  consumption  and  insanity.  Lut  so  long 
as  we  are  in  a  formative  state  as  a  nation,  and  that  this  state  seems  likely  to  continue  so  long  as 
the  country  has  lands  to  be  occupied  and  there  are  people  in  Europe  to  occupy  them,  such  spec* 
nlstions  can  be  but  of  little  value. 
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Occupations,  Food,  Education,  etc.,  as  afkecting  Public  Health. 


The  two  chief  factors  of  the  social  and  sanitarj-  well-lieing  of  a  people  arc  a  proper  e<iuca> 
tion  of  the  man  and  a  proper  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Our  two  principal  occupations  in  Wisconsia 
are  education  and  agriculture,  the  learners  in  the  schools  being  in  excess  of  the  laboreis  on  tiM 
soil.  A  happier  combination  could  scarcely  be  desired,  to  form  an  intelligent  and  a  hesKhj 
people.  How  this  will  affect  our  habits  in  the  future  it  ih  easy  to  conceive,  but  lor  the  present  it 
may  be  said  (of  so  many  diflerent  nationalities  arc  we  composed),  that  we  have  no  habits  whicb 
serve  to  distinguish  us  from  the  people  of  other  northwestern  states.  A  well-fed  and  a  weU-taag)it 
people,  no  matter  how  mixed  its  origin,  must  sooner  or  later  become  homogeneous  and  a  maker 
of  customs.  In  the  mean  time  we  can  only  speak  of  our  habits  as  those  of  a  people  in  geneni 
having  an  abundance  of  food,  though  it  is  to  be  wished  the  workers  ate  more  beef  and  mutton, 
and  less  salt-pork,  and  that  whisky  was  less  plentiful  in  the  land.  The  clothing  is  sufficient, 
fuel  is  cheap,  and  the  dwellings  comfortable.  Upon  the  whole,  the  habits  of  the  people  are 
conducive  to  health.  It  is  thought  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  influence  upon  health  in  general 
of  other  occupations,  for  the  reason  that  manufacturers,  traders  and  transporters  are  for  the  most 
part  localized,  and  perhaps  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  exercise  any  marked  influence  on  the 
state  health. 


In  searching  for  historical  data  of  disease  in  Wisconsin,  we  are  able  to  go  back  to  tne  year 
1766,  commencing  with  the  aborigines.  The  Indians,  says  Carver,  in  his  chapter  on  their  diseases, 
in  general  are  healthy  and  subject  to  few  diseases.  Consumption  from  fatigue  and  exposure  he 
notices,  but  adds  that  the  disorder  to  which  they  are  most  subject  is  pleurisy.  They  are  like- 
wise afflicted  with  dropsy  and  paralytic  complaints.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  while  Carver  is 
speaking  generally,  he  means  his  remarks  to  apply,  perhaps,  more  particularly  to  those  Indians 
with  whom  he  lived  so  long,  the  Sioux  of  this  state.  That  they  were  subject  to  fevers  is  gathered 
from  the  use  of  their  remedies  for  fever,  the  "  fever  bush  "  being  an  ancient  Indian  remedy,  and 
equally  valued  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  colonies.  Besides  this,  they  had 
their  remedies  for  complaints  of  the  bowels,  and  for  all  inflammatory  complaints.  These  notices 
sufficiently  indicate  the  claims  of  diseases  which  have  certainly  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  Indi^ 
ans,  and  ace  Mill  occurring  to  hit  white  brother,  making  it  plain  enough  that  lung  diseases,  bowel 
complaints,  and  fevers  are  in  fact  native  to  the  state.  The  fact  must  not  be  ignored  that  the 
Indian  is  subject  to  the  same  diseases  as  the  human  race  in  general. 

After  Carver,  we  may  quote  Major  Long's  expedition  in  182.^.  The  principal  disease  of  the 
Sacs  appears  to  be  a  mortification  of  the  intestinal  canal,  more  common  among  men  than  women, 
the  disease  proving  fatal  in  four  days  if  not  relived.  It  b  unaccompanied  with  pain,and  isneither 
hernia,  dysentery,  nor  hemorrhoids.  Intermittents  were  prevalent,  and  the  unall-pox  visited 
them  at  different  periods.  As  the  Chippewa<;  have  a  common  Algonquin  origin  with  the  Sacs, 
and  as  their  home  and  customs  were  the  same,  it  may  be  expected  that  their  diseases  were  simi- 
lar. The  principal  disease  to  which  the  Chipptwas  are  liable  is  consumption  of  the  lungs, 
generally  affecting  them  between  the  ages  of  30  and  40;  they  linger  along  for  a  year  or  two,  but 
always  fall  victims  to  it  Many  of  them  die  of  a  bowel  complaint  which  prevails  every  year. 
This  disease  does  not  partake,  however,  of  the  nature  of  dysentery.  They  are  frequently  afiiected 
with  sore  eyes.    Blindness  is  not  common.    Many  of  them  become  deaf  at  an  early  age. 

Referring  to  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  for  1854,  we  fmd  that  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  the  Menomonees  is  accounted  for  by  the  ravages  of  small<^xa,in  1838, 


History  of  Disease. 


HEALTH  09  WISCONSIN. 


2S9 


of  the  cholera,  in  1847  (which  latter  was  superinduced  by  misery  and  starvation),  and  by  the 
fever,  which  from  time  to  time,  commonly  in  the  winter,  has  been  raging  among  them,  being 
cteariy  the  consequence  of  want  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries.  The  report  for  1850  says, 
there  has  been  considerable  sickness  among  the  Winnebagoes  for  several  months  past ;  dysentery 
has  been  the  prevalent  disease,  confined  mostly  to  children.  For  1S57  :  the  Winnebagoes  liave 
suffered  considerably  from  chronic  diseases,  scrofula  and  consumption.  For  1S59:  the  chief 
malady  among  the  Winnebagoes  is  phthisis  pulmonalis  and  its  analogous  diseases,  having  its 
looree  in  hereditary  origin.  Some  of  the  malignant  diseases  are  occasionally  met  with  among 
^m,  and  intermittent  and  remittent'fevers.  In  1863:  of  the  Menomonees,  there  is  a  large 
mortality  list  of  the  tribes  under  my  charge.  Measles  and  some  of  the  more  common  eruptive 
disca^bts  are  the  causes.  But  the  most  common  and  most  fatal  disease  which  affects  the  Indians 
at  this  agency  is  pneumonia,  generally  of  an  acute  character.  There  i«  but  little  tubercular 
disease  to  be  found  in  any  of  these  tribes,  Menomonees,  Stockbridges,  Oneidas,  etc.  In  the 
npOftfor  1865,  one  can  not  but  notice  with  some  regret  the  absence  of  all  allusion,  except  to 
sroall-pox,  to  the  diseases  of  the  Indians.  Regret,  because  reliable  information  of  suc|»  diseases 
sen-es  a  variety  of  valuable  purposes,  for  comparison,  confirmation,  etc.,  of  those  of  Ihe  white 
population.  For  these  reasons,  if  for  none  other,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  attention  of  the 
proper  anthorities  will  be  called  to  this  feature  of  such  reports. 

The  first  reliable  report  on  the  diseases  of  the  people  (us  distinguished  from  the  Indians)  of 
Wisconsin  to  which  we  have  had  access,  is  T.aw.son's  Army  Report  of  Registered  Diseases,  for  10 
yean,  commencing  1839,  and  ending  1838  (ten  years  before  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  into  the 
Union  as  a  state). 

roar  howaro,  eassw  bay. 


latennittent  fever.... 30 

RoBiUent      do  ....................  II 

Syoochal      do     4 

Typhus          do   -  — 

Dueases  of  leipiratory  oigani. ........  loi 

Diwaaesordigotive  organs    1S4 

Disirases  of  brain  and  aanroas  ^yitcm...  9 

Dropsies   i 

KheiiaMtlc  dfeettoaa   61 


This  :i!>5tr.ict  c)tliil)its  the  second  quar- 
ters only,  the  mean  strength  being 
1.70a. 

All  other  diseases  x  14,  excepUi  g  vene- 
real diswscs,  afacesaes,  wounds,  nl> 
oets.  injnriei*  and  dMrietj  caaea. 


Under  the  class  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  are  comprised  384  catarrh,  6  pneu- 
amia,  60  pleuritis,  and  28  phthisis  pulmonalis;  under  tiie  class  of  digestive  organs,  376  diar- 
rhcea  and  dysentery,  184  colic  and  cholera,  and  10  hepatitis ;  under  the  class  of  diseases  of 

the  brain  and  nervous  system,  15  epilepsy,  etc.  The  deaths  from  all  causes,  according  to  the 
post  returns,  are  25,  being  i  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  annual  rate  of  intermittent  cases  is  6, 
■Mad  that  of  remittent  is  3,  per  100  of  mean  strength. 

Table  of  Ratio  of  Su  kness  at  Fort  Howard. 
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Every  man  has  consequently,  on  an  average,  been  reported  sick  about  once  in  every  six 
months,  showing  this  region  to  be  extraordinarily  salubrious.  The  annual  ratio  of  mortality, 
according  to  the  medical  reports,  is  -fig  per  cent.;  and  of  the  adjutant-general's  returns,!^ 
per  cent. 


Intermittent  fever...................  3i 

Remittent  fever.....................  lo 

Synodiol  fever   i 

Typhus  fever   — 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  141 

Diseases  of  digestive  organs   90 

Diseases  of  brain  and  MrvOlU  ayitem..  a 

Rheumatic  affections    26 


Tbit  abctiact  eibibiti  tbe  fourth  qoartm 
only,  the  acia  iticagth  being  i|S7t. 


All  other  diseuM,  So^  with  the  caeeptioM  m 
above. 


Under  the  chss  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  comprised  448  catarrh,  11  pneu- 
monia, 29  pleuritis  and  10  phthisis  pulmonalis;  under  the  head  of  digestive  organs,  193  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery,  149  colic  and  cholera,  and  17  hepatitis;  under  the  class  of  brain  and  nervous 
system,  x'epllepsy.  The  total  number  of  deaths,  according  to  the  post  returns,  is  so.  Of  these, 
3  are  from  phUiisis  puhnonalis,  x  plenritu,  a  chronic  hepatitis,  x  gastric  enteritis,  t  qilciutis,etc 

TABLE  or  RATIO  OF  aCKNBSS  AT  FORT  WINNSBAGO. 
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Every  man  on  an  average  is  consequently  reported  sick  once  in  eight  months  and  a  half. 


KORT  CRAWFORD. 


Intennittent  fever  .*.............  262 

ftemUtnit  fever.  6t 

Synochal  fever  — 

Typhus  fever   — 

Diseases  of  respiratory  organs.. ...... .177 

Diseases  of  digestive  orguu.. ....... ..723 

Diseases  of  brain  and  nervous  systetn. . .  16 
Rheumatic  affections   58 


This  alistract  exhibits  the  third  quarters 
only,  the  mean  strength  being  1,885. 

All  other  diseases.  309,  with  tbe  same  liat  of 
eieeptkNU  as  above. 


Under  the  class  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  included  1,048  of  catarrh,  28  pneu- 
monia, 75  pleuritis  and  13  phthisis  pulmonalis;  under  tiie  head  of  digestive  organs,  933  diarrhoui 
and  dysentery,  and  195  colic  and  cholera;  under  the  head  of  brain  and  nervous  diseases,  7 
epilepsy,  etc.    The  total  of  deaths,  according  to  the  post  returns,  is  94,  the  annua]  ratio  being 

]>er  cent.  The  causes  of  death  are:  6  phthisis  pulmonalis,  6  epidemic  cholera,  i  common 
cholera,  4  remittent  fever,  3  dysentery,  etc.  In  the  third  quarter  of  1830  there  were  154  cases  of 
fever,  while  the  same  quarter  of  1836,  with  a  greater  strength,  affords  but  one  case,  the  difference 
seeming  to  depend  upon  the  temperature. 
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The  ffdathre  agency  of  the  seasons  in  the  production  of  disease  in  general  is  shown  in  the 
annexed  table : 

TABLK  BXHIUTING  THX  RATIO  OF  SICKNESS. 


Seasons. 


9  fint  quarten... 

10  second  "  ... 
lO  third  " 
lofiMrth  *'  ... 

Anaval  latlo. 


•Consequently  everj'  man  on  an  average  has  been  reported  sick  once  in  nearly  every  four 
months.  But  high  as  this  ratio  of  sickness  is,  at  this  fort,  and,  indeed,  at  the  others,  it  is  low 
considering  the  topographical  surroundings  of  the  posts.  But  besides  these  injurious  topograpli- 
ical  and  other  influences  already  alluded  to,  there  were  still  other  elements  of  mischief  among 
the  men  at  these  stations,  such  as  "  bad  bread  and  bad  whisky,"  and  salt  meat,  a  dietary  table 
giving  rise,  if  nf)t  to  "  land-scurvy,"  as  was  the  case  at  the  posts  lower  down  in  the  Mississippi 
valley  (more  fatal  than  either  small-pox  or  cholera),  at  least  to  its  concomitant  diseases. 

The  reason  for  using  these  early  data  of  the  United  States  Army  medical  reports  in  pref- 
erence to  later  ones  is,  that  even  though  the  later  ones  may  be  somewhat  more  oorvect  in  certain 
particulars,  the  former  serve  to  establish,  as  it  were,  a  connecting  link  (though  a  long  one)  between 
the  historical  sketch  of  the  diseases  of  the  Indian  and  those  of  the  white  settler;  and  agiain  — 
these  posts  being  no  longer  occupied  —  no  further  data  are  obtainable. 

To  continue  this  historical  account  of  the  diseases  of  Wisconsin,  we  must  now  nave  recourse 
to  the  state  institutions. 

ThB  iMSTITVnOM  fOK  THX  EdUCATIOW  Or  THB  BUMD. 

The  first  charitable  institutiou  established  by  the  state  was  formally  opened  in  1850,  at 
Jancsville.  The  censvs  of  1875  showed  that  there  were  493  blind  persons  in  the  state,  those 

of  school  age  —  that  is  —  under  20  years  of  age,  probably  amounting  to  125.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  the  institution  that  year,  82  ;  the  average  for  tlie  past  ten  years  being  68,  If  the  health 
report  of  the  institution  is  any  indication  of  the  salubrity  of  its  location,  then,  indeed,  is  Janes- 
viUe  in  this  respect  an  enviable  city.  Its  report  for  1876  gives  one  death  from  consumption,  and 
a  nnmber  of  cases  of  whooping-cough,  all  recovered.  In  1S75,  ten  cases  of  mild  scarlet  fever, 
recovered.  One  severe  and  two  mild  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  recovered.  For  1873,  no  sick  list. 
For  1872,  the  mumps  went  through  the  school.  For  187 1, health  of  the  school  reasonably  good; 
few  cases  of  severe  illness  have  occurred. 

The  iNsnxvTX  for  thx  Dxaf  and  Dumb. 

This  was  organized  in  June,  1852,  at  Delavan.  The  whole  number  of  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons in  the  state,  as  shown  by  the  census  of  1875,  was  720.  The  report  for  1866  gives  the 
number  of  pupils  as  156. 

little  sickness,  a  few  cases  of  sore  throat,  and  slight  bowel  affections  comprise  nearly  all  the 
ailments;  and  the  physician's  report  adds:  "The  sanitary  reports  of  the  institution  from  its 
earliest  history  to  the  present  date  has  been  a  guarantee  of  the  healthiness  of  the  location. 
Having  gpne  carefully  over  the  most  reliable  tabulated  statements  of  deaf-mutism,  its  parent^ 
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age,  tts  home,  hs  causest  and  ill  oiigia,  we  would  most  eameadj  call  tiie  attendM  of  the  public 

to  the  fact  that  the  chief  cause  comes  under  the  head  of  congenital,  75  of  the  150  pupils  in  thii 
institution  having  this  origin.  Such  a  fearful  proportion  as  this  must  of  necessity  have  its  origin 
in  a  cause  or  causes  proportionately  fearful.  Nor,  fortunately,  is  the  causation  a  mystery,  since 
most  careful  examination  leaves  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  consanguineoas  marriages  are  the 
sources  of  this  great  evil,  ^thout  occapyiag  further  space  by  iUustrative  tables  and  aigumentsi 
we  would  simply  direct  the  attention  of  our  legislators  and  thoughtful  men  to  the  law  ^Ais  dis- 
ease—  which  is,  that  the  number  of  rieaf  arui  dumb,  imbeciUs,  and  idiots  i<  i  t  direct  keeping  with  Ih 
degree  of  consanguinity.  With  such  a  law  and  exhibit  before  us,  would  not  a  legislative  inquir}' 
into  the  subject,  with  the  view  of  adopting  prevenlhe  means,  be  a  wise  step?  The  evil  is  fear- 
ful ;  the  cause  is  ptain;  so,  too,  is  the  lemecfy." 

Industrial  School  for  Boys. 

This  institution  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Fox  river,  at  Waukesha,  and  was  organized 
in  tMo.  The  whole  number  of  the  inmates  unce  it  was  opened  in  July,  i860,  to  October  lo* 
1S76,  was  1,991.  The  vHiole  number  of  inmates  for  1876  was  415.   Of  these,  since  the  period 

of  opening  up  to  date,  October,  1876,  25  have  died:  8,  of  typhoid  fever;  i,  of  typhoid  erysipelas; 
I,  of  gastric  fever;  3,  of  brain  fever;  i,  nervous  fever;  2,  congestion  of  the  lungs;  2,  congestive 
chills;  5,  of  consumption;  i  of  dropsy;  and  i  uf  inflammatory  rheumatism. 

The  Stats  Pbuok. 

This  was  located  at  Waupun  in  July,  1857.  On  September  30.  1876,  there  were  266  inmates. 
But  one  death  from  natural  causes  occurred  during  the  year.  The  health  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  unusually  good,  the  prevalent  affections  attendant  upon  the  seasons,  of  a  mild  and 
manageable  character. 

Stats  Hospital  por  ths  Insams. 

This  institution,  located  near  Madiaon,  was  opened  for  patients  in  Jidy,  i860.  .  The  total 

number  of  admissions  down  to  the  year  1877,  was  1,227  males,  1,122  females,  total  2,349.  Over 
one  half  of  these  have  been  impr<n>ed ;  nearly  one  third  reioiered ;  wliile  less  than  one  quarter 
have  been  discharged  unimproved.  Total  number  of  deaths,  288.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  October  1, 1975,  there  were  in  the  hospital  376  patients.  In  the  report  for  the  year  endiag 
September  30,  1876,  we  find  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  health  in  the  hospital.  No 
lerious  epidemic  has  prevailed,  although  20  deaths  have  been  reported,  7  fatally  ill  before  admis- 
jioa,  4  wom>out  cases,  etc.  Insanity,  coming  as  it  does,  under  this  head  of  an  article  on  State 
Health,  is  of  the  higliest  interest  from  a  state  point  of  view,  not  only  because  so  much  may  be 
done  to  remedy  it,  but  that  still  more  can  and  ought  to  be  done  by  the  state  to  prevent  it.  Our 
insane  amount  to  i  in  700  of  the  whole  population,  the  total  number  in  hospitals,  poor-houses  and 
prisons  being  iii  round  numbers  1,400.  It  is  a  striking  fact,  callini^  for  our  earnest  consideration, 
that  the  Germans,  Irish  and  Scandinavians  import  and  transn.it  more  insanity  —  three  lo  one — 
than  the  American^born  population  produce.  The  causes  assigned  for  this  disparity,  are,  m 
alBscting  importation,  that  those  in  whom  there  is  an  hereditary  t^dency  to  disease  constitute  the 
migratory  class,  for  the  reason  that  those  who  are  sound  and  in  the  full  ])osse9sion  of  their  poweis 
are  most  apt  to  contend  successfully  in  the  struggle  to  live  and  maintain  their  position  at  home; 
while  those  who  are  nx>st  unsound  and  unequal  to  life's  contests  are  unable  to  migrate.  In  other 
words,  the  strongest  will  not  Icnvc^  the  weakest  can  not  leave.  By  this,  the  character  of  tlie* 
migratory  is  defined.  As  affects  tsaasmiasion,  poverty  is  a  most  fruitful  parent  of  insanity,  so  loo  ii 
poor  land.  Says  Dr.  Boughton,  superintendent  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane: 
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Ulsconsin  is  characterized  by  a  large  poor  class,  especially  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state, 
where  people  without  means  have  settled  on  new  and  poorly  paying  farms,  where  their  life  is 
node  up  of  hard  work,  exposnre  to  a  levere  cUiiiate»  bad  and  insufficient  diet,  cheerless  homes, 
etc,  etc  These  causes  are  prolific  in  the  production  of  insanity.  It  is  easy,  therefore,  to  trace 
the  causes  that  give  us  so  large  a  per  cent,  of  insane  in  many  of  the  counties  of  the  state.  Nor  is 
it  of  less  interest  to  know,  as  Dr.  B.  adds :  We  draw  our  patients  from  those  families  where 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  rheumatism  and  insanity  prevail.  Insanity  and  rheumatism  are  interchange- 
able in  hereditary  cases,  so  too  are  insanity  and  phithisis.  What  may  be  accomplished  by  intel- 
%at  eficwts  to  stem  the  increase  of  insanity  in  our  state  ?  Much.  Early  treatment  is  one  means, 
this  is  of  course  curative  in  its  character.  And  its  necessity  and  advantage  are  well  illustrated 
in  table  No.  lo  of  the  annual  report  of  Dr.  Boiighton,  for  1876,  where  it  is  seen  that  45.33  of 
males,  and  44.59  of  the  females  who  had  been  sent  to  the  State  Hospital  having  been  insane  but 
thice  months  bdbre  admission,  were  cured,  the  proportion  of  cures  becoming  less  in  proportion 
to  the  kmger  duration  of  insanity  before  admission.  As  a  preventive  means,  the  dissemination 
of  the  kind  of  knowledge  that  shows  indisputably  that  insanity  is  largely  hereditary,  and  conse- 
querjtly  that  intermarriage  with  families  so  tainted  should  on  the  one  hand  be  avoided  by  the 
citizen,  and  on  the  other  hand,  perhaps,  prevented  by  the  state^  (congress  at  the  same  time 
ttitruning  or  preventing  as  far  as  possible  persons  so  tainted  from  settling  in  this  country.) 
%  the  state,  inasmuch  as  the  great  burthen  of  caring  for  the  insane  falls  upon  the  state.  Still 
other  preventive  means  are  found  in  the  improved  cultivation  of  our  lamis  and  in  our  improved 
education;  in  fact,  in  whatever  lessens  the  trials  of  the  poor  and  lifts  them  out  of  ignorance  and 
pauperism.  It  is  only  by  culture,  says  Hufeland,  that  man  acquires  perfection,  morally,  mentally 
and  physically.  His  whole  organisation  is  so  ordered  that  he  may  either  become  nothing  or 
aajtbing,  kfptreml^t  and  the  smm/  of  cultivation  being  alike  destructive. 

The  Northkrn  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

This  hospital  was  opened  at  Oshkosh,  May,  1873.  The  total  number  under  treatment 
September  30,  1876  was  —  males  246,  females  257,  total  503.  No  ailment  of  an  epidemic  charac- 
ter has  affected  the  health  of  the  household,  which  has  been  generally  good.  The  report  of  Dr. 
Kenpster  is  full  of  suggestive  matter  for  the  legislator  and  sociologist; 

City  of  Milwaukee. 

Still  adhering  to  the  plan,  in  writing  the  sanitary  history  of  the  state,  of  gathering  up  all 
the  health  statistics  which  properly  belong  to  us,  we  now  take  up  those  of  Milw  aukee,  the  only 
city  in  Wisconsin,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  has  kept  up  a  system  ul  statistics  of  its  diseases. 
The  dty  is  built  on  each  side  of  the  mouth  of  Milwaukee  river,  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
Ran  inlat  43*  3'  45'  N.,  long.  87®  57'  W.,  and  is  considered  remarkable  for  its  healthy  climate. 
The  board  of  health  has  furnished  us  with  its  report  for  1870  and  downward..  The  character  of 
;;5  mortality  from  June  19,  1869,  to  March  31,  1870,  is  thus  summarized:  In  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  758  out  of  1,249  deaths,  consumption,  93;  convulsions,  128;  cholera  infantum, 
59;  diarrhoea,  ^28;  scarlet  fever,  132 ;  typhoid  fever,  52 ;  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  41 ;  still* 
bon,  79.  This  disproportionate  number  of  still-bom  children  is  attributed  in  part  to  a  laxity  of 
morals.  The  deaths  from  consumption  in  Milwaukee  are  7»4  out  of  every  100,  one  third  less  out 
't  3,!ike  number  of  deaths  than  in  San  Francisco,  in  which  city,  in  4,000  deaths,  441  died  of  con- 
sumption, being  1 1  out  of  every  100  deaths  for  the  year  ending  July,  1869.  The  deaths  for  1870 
BOflBhered  1,655,  the  population  beinc  at  the  last  census  report,  71,636. 
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Glasgow  has  39  to  every  XtOoo;  Liverpool,  36;  London,  35 ;  New  Orleans,  54;  New  York, 

3.';  San  Francisco,  24;  Milwaukee,  21.  Among  seventeen  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union, 
Milwaukee  ranks  the  ninth  in  rate  of  mortality.  An  impression  has  prevailed  that  Milwaukee  is 
subject  to  a  large  and  disproportionate  amount  of  lung  and  allied  diseases.  Statistics  disprove 
this,  its  deaths  from  consumption  being  only  6  per  cent.,  while  those  of  Chicago  are  7.75 ;  of 
St.  Louis,  9.6S ;  of  Cincinnati,  tx.95;  and  of  Boston,  19.31.  But  few  cases  of  malarial  disease 
occur  in  Milwaukee,  and  fewer  cast-s  of  intestinal  fever  than  in  the  interior  of  the  state.  The 
mortality  among  children  is  explained  by  its  occurring  chiefly  among  the  poor  foreign-bom 
population,  where  all  that  can  incite  and  aggravate  disease  is  always  to  be  found. 

This,  (the  historical  part  of  the  health  article),  will  doubtless  call  forth  from  the  prafessioo 
much  additional  and  desirable  matter,  but  excepting  what  will  further  appear  under  the  head  of 
Madison  it  is  proper  to  say  that  we  have  exhausted  the  sources  of  information  on  the  subject 
within  our  reach. 


Ne.xt  in  order  would  seem  to  come  some  notice  of  the  summer  and  health  resorts  of  Wiscon- 
sin, which,  significant  of  the  salubrity  of  the  state,  are  not  only  becoming  more  numerous,  but 
*lso  more  frequented  from  year  to  year. 

Madison,  the  capital  of  the  state,  with  a  population  of  11,000,  is  built  on  an  isthmus  between 
two  considerable  lakes,  from  70  to  125  feet  above  their  level;  So  miles  west  of  Milwaukee,  in 
latitude  43°  5'  north,  and  longitude  89"  20'  west,  in  the  northern  tcrn]>cratc  region.  The  lake 
basins,  and  also  the  neck  of  land  between  them,  have  a  linear  arrangement,  trending  northeast  and 
southwest.  The  same  linear  topography  characterises  the  whole  adjacent  country  and  the  boun- 
dary tines  of  its  various  geological  formations,  this  striking  feature  being  due  to  the  former  move- 
ment of  glacier  ice  over  the  face  of  the  country.  At  two  points,  one  mile  apart,  theCapttol  and 
University  hills,  respectively  348  and  370  feet  above  the  level  of  L.ake  Michigan,  rise  prominently 
above  the  rest  of  the  isthmus.  Both  of  these  hills  are  heaps  of  drift  material  from  too  to  126  feet 
thickness,  according  to  the  record  of  the  artesian  well.  The  neck  of  land  on  which  Madison  stands 
is  of  the  same  material.  The  same  boring  discloses  to  us  the  underlying  rock  structure,  pene> 
trating  614  feet  of  friable qnartsose  sandstone  belonging  to  the  Potsdam  series,  lo^  feet  of  red 
shale  belonging  to  the  s.ime  series,  and  209  j  <  feet  of  crystalline  rocks  belonging  to  the  Archa."an, 
In  the  country  immediately  around  Madison,  the  altitude  is  generally  considerably  greater,  and 
the  higher  grounds  are  occupied  by  various  strata,  nearly  horizontal,  of  sandstone  and  limestone. 
The  Potsdam  sandstone  rises  about  30  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Mendota,  on  its  northern 
shotei  where  at  McBride's  Point  it  may  be  seen  overlaid  by  the  next  and  hitherto  unrecognized 
layer,  one  of  more  or  less  impure,  dark-colored,  magnesian  limestone,  to  which  the  name  of  Mcn- 
dota  is  assigned,  and  which  furnishes  a  good  building  stone.    The  descent  of  these  straU  t«  about 
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9  feet  to  the  mile  in  a  due  southerly  direction.  Overlying  the  Mendota  beds  are  again  sandstone 
layers,  the  uppermost  portions  of  which  are  occasionally  charged  with  lo  to  20  percent,  of  calca- 
reous and  dokmiitic  natter,  and  then  fhniisb  a  creaoMolorad  butlding  stone  of  considenble 
nine.  Host  of  this  stratum  which  has  been  designated  as  the  MadUem  sandstone,  is,  however, 
quite  non-calcareous,  being  cither  a  ferrug&ums  brown  stone,  or  a  quite  pure,  white,  nearly  loose 
sand.  In  the  latter  phase  it  is  of  value  for  the  manufacture  of  glass.  In  a  number  of  quarries, 
cuttings  and  exposed  places  around  the  city,  the  Madison  beds  are  seen  to  be  overlaid  by  a  gray* 
ish,  magnesian  limestone,  the  lower  magnesian,  varying  very  considerably  in  its  character,  but 
hifely  cmnposed  of  a  flinty-textured,  heavy-bedded,  quite  pure  dolomite,  which  is  burnt  into  a 
good  quality  oflime.  Its  thickness  exceeds  80  feet.  Madison,  with  the  conveniences  and  com- 
forts of  a  capital  city,  from  its  easy  access  by  railroads,  from  not  only  in  itself  being  beautiful, 
but  from  its  beautiful  surroundings,  from  its  good  society,  charming  climate,  and  artesian 
mineral  water,  is  naturally  a  great  summer  resort. 

Though  there  are  no  vital  statistics  of  the  city  to  refer  to,  a  residence  of  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  has  made  us  sufficiently  acquainted  with  its  sanitary  history,  which  is  more  or  less  the 
anitar)'  history  of  this  part  of  thestate,  and  in  a  measure  of  the  state  itself.  In  1844  and  1845, 
it  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  malarial  fever  of  a  bilious  type,  and  not  unfrequently  fatal,  which 
paired  very  generally  through  the  state,  and  was  attributed  to  the  turning  up  of  the  soiL  It  was 
nost  virulent  in  the  autumns.  Again  in  1854  it  was  visited  by  a  light  choleraic  epidemic,  which 
abo  swept  the  state,  assuming  very  generally  a  particularly  mild  type.  Again  in  1057  it  suffered 
lightly  from  the  epidemic  dysentery,  which  passed  through  the  state.  In  1865,  it  suffered  from 
I  visitation  of  diptheria,  the  disease  prevailing  generally  over  the  state  at  that  time.  It  has  also 
cud  two  visitations  of  the  epidemic  grip  {grippe)^  or  influensa.  The  last  invasion,  some  five 
jean  since,  commencing  in  a  manner  perhaps  worthy  of  noting,  by  first  afliecting  the  horses  very 
:  leiienlly,  and  agun,  by  beginning  on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  while  the  other  epidemics  for  the 
pa5t  twenty-five  years  (unless  tl.e  <  holeraic  visitation  was  an  exception)  came  in  on  the  south- 
vest  side  of  the  city,  as  has  been  the  case,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  observe  with  the  light 
epidemics  to  which  children  are  subject.  But  little  typhoid  fever  is  found  here,  and  the  aguish 
ferere  when  they  occur  are  light  and  easy  of  control.  There  is  but  little  diarrhoea  or  dysen- 
tery. Pneumonia  and  its  allied  affections  are  more  common,  so  is  rheumatism,  and  so  neuralgia. 
Inflammator}'  croup,  however,  is  ver>'  rare,  sporadic  diptheria  seeming  to  be  taking  its  plarc. 
.\11  the  ordinary  eruptive  fevers  of  children  are  and  always  have  been  of  a  peculiarly  mild 

Prairie  dn  Chien,  situated  immediately  at  the  junction  of  the  Wisconsin  with  the  Mississippi, 

"5  built  about  70  feet  above  low  water,  and  642  feet  above  the  level  <>f  the  sea.  The  cliffs  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  present  on  their  summits  the  lower  strata  of  the  Itlue  Silurian  limestone 
of  Cincinnati,  beneath  which  are  found  sandstone  and  magnesian  limestone  down  to  the  water's 
edge.  We  give  this  notice  of  Prairie  du  Chien  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  pahlic  that  it  possesses  one  of  the  most  superb  artesian  wells  in  the  state,  which  is  attracting 
naoy  persons  by  its  remedial  mineral  properties. 

Green  Bay  sanitarily  m\\-  l)e  considered  as  sufficiently  indicated  under  the  head  of  Fort 
Howard.  It  is,  however,  proper  to  add  that  from  its  geographical  jx>sition  and  beautiful  situa- 
tion at  the  head  of  the  bay,  its  easy  access  both  by  railroad  and  steamboat,  its  pleasant  days  and 
cool  sanuner  nights,  it  has  naturally  become  quite  a  popular  summer  resort,  particululy  for 
KWthern  [)eople. 

Racine,  some  25  miles  south  by  east  by  rail  from  Milwaukee  and  62  by  rail  from  Chicago,  is 
built  upon  the  banks  and  some  40  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake.    Its  soil  is  a  sandy  loam  and 
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gravel,  consequently  it  has  a  dry,  healthy  surface,  and  is  much  frequented  in  the  summer  for  iu 
coolnen  and  salubrity. 

Waukesha,  i8  miles  west  of  Milwaukee  fagr  tailioad,  is  a  healthy,  pleasant  place  of  itsoct  at 
all  times  on  account  of  its  mineral  water,  so  well  known  and  so  highly  af^nedated  thionghout 
the  countPr'. 

Oconomowoc,  32  miles  by  railroad  west  by  north  of  Milwaukee,  is  a  healthy  and  de- 
lightfully located  resort  for  the  summer.  •  Its  many  lakes  and  drives  fbrm  its  chief  «ttractioBs, 
and  though  its  accommodations  were  considered  ample,  during  the  past  summer  they  werefoaad 
totally  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  its  numerous  visitors. 

The  Dalles,  at  Kilbourn  City,  l»y  rail  16  miles  from  Portage,  is  unsurpassed  in  the  northwes: 
for  the  novelty,  romantic  character,  and  striking  beauty  of  its  rock  and  river  scenery.  It  is 
high  and  dry ;  has  pure  water  and  fine  air,  and  every -day  boat  and  drive  views  enough  to  fill 
up  a  month  pleasantly. 

Lake  (Geneva,  70  miles  by  rail  from  Chicago,  is  built  on  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  is  justly 
celebrated  for  its  beauty,  and  its  reputation  as  a  summer  resort  is  growing. 

Green  Lake,  six  miles  west  of  Ripon,  and  89  northwest  from  Milwaukee,  is  some  15  miles 
long  and  three  broad,  surrounded  by  beautiful  groves  and  prairies;  and  is  claimed  to  be  one  o( 
the  healthiest  little  places  on  the  continent. 

Devil's  Lake  is  36  miles  by  rail  north  of  Madison.  Of  all  the  romantic  little  spots  in  Wis- 
consin, and  they  are  innumerable,  there  is  none  more  romantic  or  worthy  of  a  summer  visitor's 
admiration  than  this.  It  is,  though  shut  in  from  the  rude  world  by  bluffs  500  feet  high,  a  veiy 
fiivorite  resort,  and  should  be  especially  so  for  those  who  seek  quiet,  and  rest,  and  health. 

Sparta,  246  miles  by  nil  from  Chicago,  is  pleasantly  and  healthily  situated,  and  its  artoiso 
mineral  water  strongly  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron,  having,  it  is  said,  over  14  grains  in 
solution  to  the  imperial  gallon,  an  unusually  large  proportion,  attracts  its  annual  summer 
crowd. 

Sheboygan,  6a  miles  by  rail  north  of  Milwaukee,  from  its  handsome  position  on  a  bluff  over- 
looking the  lake,  and  from  the  beauty  of  its  surroundings  as  wdl  as  from  the  character  of  its 

mineral  waters,  is  an  attractive  summer  resort. 

Elkhart  Lake,  57  miles  by  rail  north  of  Milwaukee,  is  rapidly  acquiring  a  good  name  from 
those  seeking  health  or  pleasure. 

Change  jn  Diseases. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  classes  of  diseases  in  the  state  at  the  date  of  Carver's 
travels  arc  the  same  which  prevail  to-day,  we  have  compared  his  description  of  them  with  those 
tabulated  in  the  army  medical  reports  of  Forts  Howard,  Crawford  and  Winnebago,  and  again 
with  those  given  in  the  U.  S.  Census  for  1870,  and  with  Uie  medical  statistics  of  thedtyof 
Milwaukee.  The  three  distinct  and  prominent  classes  prevailing  from  Carver's  to  the  present 
time,  are,  in  the  order  of  prevalence,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  consumption,  pneumonia, 
bronchitis,  etc.;  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs,  enteritis,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  etc.;  and  the 
malarial  fevers.  At  Fort  Howard  akme  do  ^e  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  seem  to  have 
outnumbered  those  of  the  respiratory  oipaa.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  gather  from  the  sepoits 
of  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs,  these  features  of  die  rdative  prevalence  of  the  three 
classes  of  disease  arc  not  disturbed. 

There  are,  however,  some  disturbing  or  qualifying  agencies  operating  and  affecting  the 
amount  or  distribution  of  diese  classes  in  dillietent  areas  or  belts.    For  instancy  there  are  tvo 
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irregular  areas  in  the  state;  the  one  extending  from  the  Mississippi  east  and  north,  and  the  other 
suning  almost  as  low  down  as  Madison,  and  running  up  as  far  as  Green  Bay,  which  are  more 
flibject  to  malarial  diseases  than  are  the  other  parts  of  the  state.  WhOe  it  is  found  that  those 
;  arts  of  the  state  least  subject  to  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  are,  a  belt  along  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  a  belt  running  from  near  Prairie  du  Chien  north  into  the  pineries. 
Again,  it  is  found  that  the  part  of  the  state  most  subjec  to  enteric,  cerebro-spinal  and  typhus 
fevers,  is  quite  a  narrow  belt  running  north  from  the  southern  border  line  into  the  center  of  the 
state,  or  about  two-dtirds  of  the  distance  toward  the  pineries.  All  along  the  western  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  stretching  across  the  country  by  way  of  Fond  du  Lac  to  the  Mississippi,  is 
a  belt  much  less  subject  to  these  disorders.  It  is  equally  beyond  question  that  the  western  shore 
of  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  as  well  as  the  western  half  of  the 
soathero  boundary  line  of  the  pineries,  are  less  affected  with  consumption  than  the  interior  parts 
of  die  state. 

The  tendency  of  these  diseases  is  certainly  to  amelioration.  The  sanitary  history  of  Wiscon> 
5!n  docs  not  differ  from  that  of  any  other  state  east  of  us,  in  this  striking  particular;  the  farther 
you  trace  back  the  history  of  disease,  the  worse  its  type  is  found  to  be.  It  follows,  then,  that 
tbe  improvement  in  public  health  must  progress  with  the  general  improvement  of  the  state,  as 
ktt  been  the  case  with  the  eastern  states,  and  that  the  consequent  amelioration  of  our  malarial 
diseases  especially  will  tend  to  mitigate  infectious  diseases.  The  ameliorating  influences,  how-  i 
ever,  that  sanitary  science  has  brought  to  bear  upon  disease,  of  which  England  is  so  happy  an 
illustration,  has  scarcely  as  yet  begun  to  be  known  to  us.  But  the  time  has  come  at  last  when 
this  science  is  moving  both  the  hearts  and  minds  of  thinking  and  humane  men  in  the  state,  and 
its  voice  has  been  heard  in  our  legislative  halls,  evoking  a  law  by  which  we  are,  as  a  people,  to  be 
governed,  as  by  any  other  enactment.  The  organization  of  a  state  board  of  health  is  a  new  era 
in  our  humanity.  In  this  board  is  invested  all  legal  power  over  the  state  health.  To  it  is  comi 
mitted  all  the  sanitary  responsibility  of  the  state,  and  the  greatest  good  to  the  people  at  large 
mast  foOow  tlie  efforts  it  is  making. 

There  are  many  other  points  of  sanitary  interest  to  which  it  is  desirable  to  call  the  attention 
of  those  interested  in  Wisconsin.  It  is  a  popular  truth  that  a  dry  climate,  all  other  things  1h  ing 
ecjual,  is  a  healthy  climate.  Our  hygrometrical  records  show  Wisconsin  to  have  one  of  ihu  driest 
climates  in  the  United  States.  Choleraic  diseases  rarely  prevail  unless  in  a  comparatively 
stagnant  state  <^  the  atmosphere,  where  they  are  most  fiital.  Where  bif^  winds  prevail  such 
diseases  are  rare.  The  winds  in  Wisconsin,  while  proverbially  high  and  frequent  (otrrying  away 
md  dissipating  malarial  emanations),  are  not  destructive  to  life  or  property,  as  is  the  case,  by 
heir  violence,  in  some  of  the  adjoining  states,  A  moist,  warm  atmosphere  is  always  provocative 
of  disease.  Such  a  state  of  atmosphere  is  rare  with  us,  and  still  more  rarely  continuous  beyond 
a  day  or  two.  Moist  air  is  the  nuedium  of  malarial  poisoning,  holding  as  it  does  in  solutum 
gases  and  poisonous  exhalations.  Its  character  is  readily  illustrated  by  the  peculiar  smell  of 
*ame  marsh  lands  on  autumnal  evenings.  Such  a  state  of  moisture  is  seen  only  in  our  lowest 
shut-in  marshes  (where  there  is  but  little  or  no  air-current),  and  then  only  for  a  very  limited 
period,  in  very  hot  weather. 

But  too  nudi  importance  is  attached  by  the  public  to  a  simply  dry  atmosphere  for  respira- 
ry  diseases.  The  same  mistake  is  made  with  regard  to  the  gpod  effects  in  such  disorders  of 
sitnply  high  elevations.  Drj'  air  ii^  itself  or  a  high  elevation  in  itself,  or  both  combined,  are 
not  necessarily  favorable  to  health,  or  curative  of  disease.  In  the  light  and  rare  atniosi)here  of 
Pike  s  Peak,  an  elevation  of  6,000  feet,  the  pulse  is  accelerated,  the  amount  of  sleep  is  dimin- 
ished, and  the  human  machine  is  put  under  a  high-pressuse  rate  of  living,  conducive  only  to  its 
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injury.   The  average  rate  of  the  pulse  in  healthy  visitors  is  from  115  to  zao  per  minute  (the 

normal  rate,  in  moderate  elevation??,  being  about  75).  And  where  there  is  any  organic  affection 
of  the  heart,  or  tendency  to  bleeding  from  the  lungs,  it  is  just  this  very  dry  atmosphere  and  high 
elevation  that  make  these  nma/us{/)  destructive.  Hence  it  is  that  Wisconsin,  for  the  generaliu 
of  lung  diseases,  especially  when  accompanied  with  hemorrhage,  or  with  heart  disease,  is  prefer- 
able to  Colorado.  It  may  be  objected,  that  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  or|^s  are  in  exce$^ 
of  other  diseases  in  Wisconsin.  This  feature,  however,  is  not  confined  to  the  ooM  belt  of  ou: 
temperate  latitudes  —  our  proportion  of  respirator)-  diseases,  be  it  noted,  comparing  most  favor- 
ably with  that  of  other  states,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  following  table : 

Cliuatolooical  Distributiom  op  Pvlmohart  Disbasbs. 


STATES. 

Deaths 

by 
Phthisis. 

Per  cent, 
of  entire 

Mortality. 

Dettbsbv  aU 

diseases  or  Res. 

piratory  Organs. 

Per  cent 
of  entire 
Mortality. 

Ma^-;u:;lusL•tts,  1S50,  U.  S.  Cenant.... . . 

3.426 

17.65 

4.41  s 

22.27 

2,553 

8.83 

3.988 

13.77 

657 

M-55 

1,084 

S4jOO 

866 

7.36 

>.799 

tpao 

S90 

9-99 

53S 

"Ms 

Now,  while  the  mortuary  statistics  of  the  United  States  census  for  1850  are  acknowledged 

to  be  ira|)erfect,  they  are,  nevertheless,  undoubtedly  correct  as  to  the  causes  of  mortality.  Bi:t 
besides  this  statistical  evidence  of  the  climatological  causes  of  disease,  there  are  certain  relative- 
general,  if  not  special,  truths  which  serve  to  guide  us  111  our  estimate.  Respiratory  diseases  of 
all  kinds  itunase  in  proportion  as  the  temperature  dureases^  the  humidity  of  the  air  being  the 
same.  Another  equally  certain  element  in  the  prudnction  of  this  class  of  diseases  is  variableness 
of  climate.  Still,  this  feature  of  our  climate  is  only  an  element  in  causation,  and  affects  us,  as 
we  shall  see  in  the  table  l)elow,  very  littli;  as  compared  with  other  states.  Indeed,  it  is  still 
disputed  whether  there  is  not  more  consumption  in  tropical  climates  than  in  temperate  climates. 
This  much  is  admitted,  however,  that  consumption  is  rare  in  the  arctic  regions.  Dr.  Terry  says 
the  annual  ratio  of  pulmonarj'  diseases  is  lower  in  the  northern  than  in  the  southern  regions  of 
the  United  States,  and  Dr.  Drake,  an  equally  eminent  authority,  recommends  those  suffering 
from  or  threatened  with  puhnon.u  N  .ifTcctions,  to  refrntt  to  the  colder  districts  of  the  country, 
citing  among  others  localities  near  Lake  Superior  —  a  recommendation  which  our  experience  oi 
nearly  half  a  century  endorses. 

Proportion  of  Pneu.monia  to  Consumption  in  the  Different  States. 


STATIS. 

CONS. 

r.SEUM. 

STATU. 

CONS. 

PNEtni. 

3.424 

549 

North  Carolina  

562 

664 

Ohio  

2.558 

895  1 

1,288 

429 

Illinoi,  

S66 

647 

Wisconsin  

194 

When  we  compare  the  general  death-rate  of  Wisconsin  with  that  of  the  other  states  of  the 
Union,  we  find  that  it  compares  most  favorably  with  that  of  Vermont,  the  healthiest  of  the  New 
England  states.  The  United  States  census  of  1850,  i860  and  1870,  gives  Wisconsm  94  deaths 
to  10,000  of  the  popttlation,  while  it  gives  Verm<mt  101  to  every  lo^ooo  of  her  iahabitanta.  Tlie 
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census  of  1870  shorn  thatllie  death-rate  turn  consnmptioin  in  Minnesota,  lows,  California  and  Wis- 
consin are  alike.   These  fourstatm  show  the  lowest  death-rate  among  the  states  from  oonsumptiont 

the  mortality  being  13  to  14  per  cent,  of  the  whole  death-rate. 

Climatologically  considered,  then,  there  is  not  a  more  healthy  state  in  the  Union  than  the 
stite  of  WtseoDsin.  But  for  health  purposes  something  more  is  requisite  than  climate.  Climate 
sod  soil  most  be  eqtially  good.  Men  should  shun  the  soil,  no  matter  how  rich  it  be,  if  the  climate 

is  inimical  to  health,  and  rather  choose  the  climate  that  is  salubrious,  even  if  the  soil  is  not  so 
rich.  In  Wisconsin,  generally  speaking,  the  soil  and  climate  are  equally  conducive  to  health, 
and  alike  good  for  agricultural  purposes. 
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1 
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319 
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BURNETT  COUNTY. 


rOPULATlOM. 


VUXAOBfl. 

Colored 

e 

ii 
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u. 

< 
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11 

4 

887 

8S1 
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5 

7 

434 

87 

HS 

13 

14 
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38 

35 
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BUFFALO  COUNTY. 


Alms  

Belvtdere  

Buffalo  

HuSaloCltr  

ranton  

Cron  

l>uor  

Ullmanton  

GIpiico«  

Mncoln  

Manvllle  

I  Iton  
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Montan*  

Naplea  
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S54 
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n\ 
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n 
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i6i 

•  875 

840 
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481 
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494 
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CALUMET  COUNTY. 


Brothertown . 
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Ilarrluni   
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CLARK  COUNTY. 
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Mputor  
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Sherman . . . 
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Warner.... 
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York  

Total.. 
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»»1 
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210 
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67 

148 

S\l 

853 

58 

43 

205 

123 
887 

i?i 

863 

84 

151 

347 

807 

137 

123 

78B 

736 

36 

87 

133 

180 

133 

107 

188 

121 

82» 

153 

70 

68 

171 

135 

8.988 

3.294 

14.219 


864 

666 
1.061 
668 
1.008 
1.016 
837 
910 
090 

809 
607 

'693 
875 
949 
753 
865 
63U 

18 

7 

1.698 
1,173 
2,093 
1.267 
1.884 
1.985 
1.690 
2,098 
1.889 

1 

16 
4 

161 

156 

7.780 

6,989 

m 

183 

15,085 

197 
313 
835 
104 
668 
101 
838 
499 
155 
864 
654 
860 
1.535 
78 
858 
239 

m 

1.38 
806 


7,888 


CmPPEWA  COUNTY. 
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I 
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448 


8.312 


a 


M9 
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COLUMBLA.  COUNTY. 
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5I4 

s?? 

40' 1 

913 

663 

663 

6IK 

376 

851 

749 

7 1'.* 

515 

497 

596 

60'> 

541 
705 

BO'. 
74  ) 

449 

437 

444 

40W 

853 
759 

8«2 
737 

130 

119 

8.164 

2.161 

630 

656 

409 

374 

423 

847 

5§0 

442 

540 

83 

84 

14.710 

14.069 

CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 
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§55 

498 
894 

411 
439 
404 
184 
485 

M8 

186 
765 
688 

it 

404 

826 

353 

s-as 
^ 
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1.61« 
1.448 

i 

i 

hi 
1.0*4 

.... 

lT;»lrli' "III  Clilen  rlty— 

8 

■« 

8 

'i' 

Fourth  wanl. 

7.729 

7,876 

18 

11 

15.035 

DOUGLAS  COUNTY. 

I  886 
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3  1  « 

741 

8IATI8IIC8  OF  WISOONBIN. 


261 


DOOB  OOUIITT* 


VDVV».  Cm  Kfl  AMD 
\tUMWM. 


Colored 

4 

H 

-a 

B 

« 

s 

u 

ta 

1 

fa 

Ottmltar.  

MM*. 


«I0 

1S8 

818 

m 

87« 

S44 

SIC 

430 

88  a 

80g 

2i>« 

:577 

825 

107 

304 

878 

2<6 

194 

»6H 

211 

•J, "19 

i 

34)1 

814 

181 

4MM 

]>VnfK  €M>VNTT. 


5^ 
B77 
Ml 

sis 

180 

34» 
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999 

''^ 
1.770 
1.144 

843 
3.121 
1.U49 
1,194 

1.020 
»><2 

2,742 
708 

1.275 
726 
806 
781 
940 

4.U«0 

S.S44 
855 

],:{:!() 
l»'.5 

604 
1.017 
734 
568 


39.086 


GBEEir  IiAKB  OOUHTT. 


rorrLATio«. 


Towirr,  cm  w  a«d 

Whit*. 

Colored 

i 

\ 
8 

cS 

a 

e 

a 

C 

e 
2 

648 
1.888 

707 
729 
452 
U30 
737 
537 
1.076 
390 

sss 

554 

1.7SS 

691 
759 
448 
854 
888 
581 
1.015 
8.36 

*ib 

uoi 

i 

1 

6 
1 

"i' 

Mailr-lu  MfiT  

1 

V,«tt 

7.64* 

9 

• 

ION 

IOWA  COUNTY. 


Arena  

Clydo  

DiMli{MVI1Ie  

Hlnlil.iml  

l.llnll'II  

MiniiM  

Mlm-r.il  I'oliit  

MliK'ial  l-olntclly  

M(.^^,.«  «  

RlUffcwuy  •«■•■•«••«*■••«••**• 

Wyoming  

TUal  


1,004 
380 
1,854 
1,965 

806 
1.458 

484 
785 


ii.m 


JACKSON  COUNTY. 


AlMcm   . 

Alma  

O  iicl.  ii  Valley. 

nut. .11  

Irv.ii},'.,.   

3t-i]i<'tu'!ilt*r. ... 

M.'lr.»..-  

Mlllstoii  

Norlhiii  lil  ..  , 
8prliif;lii  M  

Total  


1.4: 


i 

^4 

%\ 

fin 

448 
565 


«kO»9 


477 

554 

1»^ 

429 
467 


Bb894 


"1 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 


Altaian  

Conconl  

Ck>i(l  Hprlng  

Farmlnirton  

Hebron  

Ixonia  , 

JrtTi-rnon  

K"~IiIm>uo»c  

I.ik.-  Mills  

M  i  I  f  urd  

l^Ukland...    ..  ...  a  a  .  .  •  .         .  a  .  1 

Palmyra.. a....... 

.Sil'l-v:lll  

\\  I-..  I  iiHi/.'."'.'.'."'.'.'!!!!!.'.! 

W  atci  luij  villaKe  

Waterlown  town  

Watertown  city.  Itt.  Sd,  Sil. 
4tli,  and  7tn  wards  

Totol  , 


fi69 
770 
875 

1.815 
6HS 
980 

S.081 

1.744 
745 
799 
{i71 
798 
7:.7 
2<K 
.■•.26 
41H 

1.115 

3.2Sfi 
17,708 


Digitized  by  Google 


8IATISTIG8  OF  ITISGONSIN. 


258 


JUNBA17  oommr. 


town*,  cmm  jjm 

VIU.A0M. 


yoPCLATIOW. 


Colored 


IIT 
I.15 
897 
8»0 

309 
ri.->:i 
S.'i»l 
271 

548 
1.001 
5M 

267 


119 

1  15 

•i  I ;» 

MO 
240 
224 
l«l) 
54S9 
8S4 
S7S 
848 
6B0 
877 


TJOl 


KKNOSHA  COUNTT. 


KmiMU 


city. 


y»t\*  

Ktmlnll  

Sumers  


561 
585 
8.480 
S89 

III 

505 
558 
8.543 

M'3 
MA 

1 

8 
7 

S 

8 
7 

5 

5 

B 

1006 

«,«M 

1* 

19 

KKWALNEH:  COUNTY. 


carllou  

Ohto  

PrMklln  

KewauBMlownA  TtUaffe. 


687 
532 
70« 
748 

'SI 

MS 
fil 

63'J 

70»» 
657 
72(1 
1.833 
44l> 
5-14 
700 
WO 

.... 

1.319 

1.03H 
1.412 
!.:!!»;• 
1.173 
2.. '.70 
H37 
1.157 

7JSM 

a.890 

.... 

14,40S 

UL  CROSSE  couimr. 


K»rT«-  

BariKor  

IturiK  

C«mpu>ll  

PannlDKloo  

Orvenfleld  

lUinllton  

HW»»n«I  , 

Kirs!  wsril  

Si-<-onil  ward.  

Til  Ira  muni  

Foarth  ward..  

rifth  ward.  

OnmlaAk*  town.  

UnaJulo  Tlllajra  

SMbr  7r.  , 

W—Mjiehm.  


3fiR 
h';7 
.'lUl 
!>-iH 
H19 
486 

1.181 
785 

1,7H4 
.•.»« 

1.1»5 
718 
S9S 
488 
499 


IMOS 


4i 

37' 

9  II) 

'ti 
08 

988 

6»« 
297 
355 
483 

Tiiooo" 


1 

..7. 

1 

I 

33 

6 

2 

5 

6 

3 

•i 

3 

2 

55  8' 


23« 
25U 
74(1 
712 
.558 
1.078 
1,0«» 
6!4 
4S3 
83S 
1.1l!< 
1.86,5 
1,133 
516 
1.438 
79« 
970 
1.49S 


1\S00 


l.n«s 
1.187 
4.959 

1.018 
1,4.57 
549 
1.460 

^85? 


ia.007 


714 
1.271 

ym 

l,»rii> 

Hllh 

1.711:'. 

8.3'.ij 
l.-i;  : 
.3.71 1 

i..t:>  I 
2,i>,; 

1.-17H 
tiSO 
8.i7 

y22 

83,945 


IjA  fatette  oouimr. 


TOWW8.  ClTIBS  XXD 
TlUJtaM. 


rorrLATtox. 


White. 


Colored 


i 


I 


I 


Arjryle  

llplinont  

Itriiton  

lilitiu-liard  

D.krlliiKlon  

KK)  ette  

UratloL  

Kendall  

Monti  cello.  

New  OiKgiaga  

Hejrinmir  

siiuumarr  

Wayne..."  

Willow  S|>rliiir!i  

wioM....:  

TtlUl  


588 

571 

WO 

591 

886 
273 

795 

256 

1.33U 

1,341 

MO 

423 

602 
866 

595 

855 

468 

480 

838 

831 

988 

883 

588 

416 

1.953 

1.287 

554 

587 

231 

815 

635 

509 

»35 

866 

11.888 

10.781 

l.flSl 
5*9 

8,671 
983 
1.197 
1.721 

888 
469 

8.540 
1,081 
446 
1,064 
1.801 

88,169 


lilNGOUr  COUNTY. 


Jnay. 


8M 


MARQl  FTTi:  COl'NTV 


Ituffalo  

Cryaial  Lake  

SSlSiSr::::.™:::: 

Montello.  

HvetM  

Moundvllle   

Ni-w  toil  

Ncskoni  

UxfiirU  

I»u.k«iiukfe....,  

ShIeUt  

SltriiiKncIil  

Weslhcid  

Total  


868 
884 

8sS 
819 

831 
877 
874 
343 
34:) 
Mii 
338 


III 
253 
26  8 
328 
8(»7 
146 
304 


4.490      4.807  1 


733 
714 
719 
581 


fi«9 
530 
548 
6«9 
650 
309 
048 


8,687 


BLVltATHOX  COUNTV. 


Bennn  

Berlin  

KrlKhton  

Hull  

Kiiuwltun  

MnliK<  

.Maralhoa  

Mo4liiee. ...  ...«..»•.... 

Ktettln  

TcXM^.  ....*••. ••.*...•■. 

WaaaMi  .......m. 

WeuMaollar  

Wein  

Wetton  

IMd.  


109 
585 
359 
378 
185 
414 
888 
807 
479 
159 

im 


M 


898 

189 
851 
235 
838 
480 
119 
885 
1,860 
114 
815 


i.6U  4.688 


8«4 
705 
487 
546 

884 
8.880 
884 
479 

10.111 


-1 
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MANITOWOC  COUNTY. 


TOWWfl.  CITIKR  AMD 
VlLLAOKS. 


POPVUiTION. 


Whlla. 


X 


i 

e 
•I 


Colored 


Sto  , 
nMrvllle,  

Coopcntown.  , 

Eaton.  

Frankllu  , 

UlbSOQ  

KoMulb  

Liberty  , 

Uanltowoeeltjr  

MaiiKvwuo  town.... 

MUhlcotL  

Me«me  , 

Hairttowoc  Kapldi... 

Maple  Uruve.  , 

Newton  

Kockland.  

HcbU-swlK  

Two  KivtTs  Tillage., 
Two  Klvcrs  town.... 
Two  Creeks   , 


»51 

773 

933 

934 

I.0I4 

1,176 

7^8 

69ii 

S.2126 

606 

§s? 

767 
853 

1.0«0 
779 

1,C14 

644 

1.057 

1,010 

S94 

540 

1.003 

953 

1.019 

932 

838 

657 

843 

SIS 

191535 

18.921 

3IILWAUKEE  COUNTY. 


Milwaukee  city— 

First  ward  

S«*ronil  ward.  ... 

Third  ward  

Fourth  ward..... 

f  ifth  w«r<l  

Sixth  waril  

8t'V«'iith  ward.... 

KiKhth  ward  

NlMih  w;ird  

leiith  ward  

Kl(;v«'iilh  ward.. 

Twelfth  ward.... 

Tlilrteenth  ward 

Franklin  

Orecnfleld  

Waii«  atoia  

Uraiivllle  

OakOeek  

Lake  

Milwaukee  (own  

Total  


4.487 
6.874 
8.693 
6.085 
4,315 
8.9-^9 
8,889 
8,838 
4.330 
a,  584 
$.897 
S.086 
1.738 
945 
1.343 
2.416 
1.838 
1.155 
S.B76 
1.818 


61.758 


5,10] 
6.617 
3.483 
5.4Ut 
8.978 
S.9H5 
S.774 
8.336 
8.388 
3.577 
3,850 
1.988 
1.694 
878 
1.899 
1,615 
1.108 
1.051 
2,370 
1.755 


60.970    96  04 


te 
< 


1,604 
1,714 
1.564 
1.888 
1,609 

5.784 
1.8.34 
1.658 
1.764 
2,074 
1.488 

ini 

1.058 
1.951 
1.715 
666 


38.456 


9.538 
13.491 
7.190 
lO.hSB 
8.310 
7,984 
7,078 
6.668 

?,658 
,161 
6.647 
4.014 
8.458 
1.883 
8. 640 
4.833 
2.431 
8.806 
5.846 
8.567 


188.987 


MONROE  COUNTY. 


Adrian  

Angclo  , 

Byron   

Onftoo.  , 

Olendale ... 
Omenfleld 
JeHeraon.. 
La  Fayettr. 
LkOnuigr.. 

Leon  

UUle  Fall*. 

Lincoln  

New  Lyme. 
Oak  Dale... 
Portland.... 
KldReviae.. 
Bbeldon .... 

8parta  

T^mah.  

Weill  nston. 

Wilton  

WetU  

TotaL. 


808 

856 

193 

138 

408 

381 

706 

501 

888 

887 

807 

450 

S34 

SOS 

4^8 

806 

404 

i?? 

833 

468 

SHI 
8^8 

81 

870 

478 

408 

6^)0 

616 

400 

848 

1,814 

1.983 

1.154 

1.077 

460 

675 
835 

897 

619 
894 

iT.OOO 

0.085 

681 
530 
331 
789 
1.897 
715 
066 
440 

?86 
48 
618 
848 
155 
710 
886 
1.146 
748 
8.750 
2,831 


1 


689 


81,086 


OCONTO  COUNTY. 


TOWI»l»,  CITIKB  AXD 
VlLULOKS. 


rOPfLATIOX. 


Wlilte. 


Coloretl 


OllleU  

LIttIv  .Hnamiro 
Maple  Vallvy.. 

Uarliictle  

Oconto  town... 

Oronto  city  

PcshliKO  

Fensaukee ..... 
Sdlea   

Total.  


100 
551 
158 
1.446 

563 
2.871 

1** 
206 


7.786 


170 
861 
10$ 
1.086 
458 
2.086 
1.088 
637 
185 


6.017 


OUTAGA^flE  COUNTY. 


8.307 

m 

540 

R3« 
838 
636 
170 

6se 

8.%0 
848 
719 
Mt 

eso 

2fi3 
408 

in 
100 

890 
759 

8.403 
498 
489 
463 

71H 
179 
516 
140 
655 

IVx 

669 
533 
937 
836 
838 
08 
104) 
847 
684 

11 
■4 

9 

s" 

4 

I 

a 

7 

1 

18.333 

18.jii3~ 

88 

to 

OZAUKEE  COUNTY. 


1.876 

1.868 

1.043 

1,009 

998 

St.M 

910 

8-14 

1.617 

1.588 

1.497 

1.481 

1.081 

070 

Total  

8.516 

8.089 

PIERCE  COUNTY. 


Clifton  

IHainoiiil  ithltt 
r,ll?.W4irtli  

Kl  I'.VM)  

(lllllKIII  

Il.iillaiiil  

l!-:il>«-llu  

>|.-irifll  

Mjiidi-ii  Rurk.. 

<);ik  (irovf  

I'rvsootl  (  Ity... 
ltlv4T  FiiUs.... 

K'x  U  KIni  

SAlcni  

Sr>rliii»  Ijike  

Trlmliclle  

Trrnton  

I'll  Ion  

Total  


384 

807 

850 

645 

554 

887 

248 

380 

848 

688 

548 

124 

101 

556 

514 

544 

480 

4H4 

415 

635 

544 

063 

934 

430 

369 

403 

141 

887 

513 

454 

887 

858 

386 

853 

~T977" 

7.045 

l&toi 
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POLK  COUlfTY. 


Town,  omw  AVD 


Colored 


AMcn. 


i09 
435 
SN 
209 
61 
100 
105 
4M 
808 
134 


447 

8IH 
868 
174 
8.'>2 
8^2 
141 
45 
197 

4§l 

198 

110 


8.948  1  8.045 


12  9 

.'.'.'j'.'.'.. 
56  47 


10 


78  .  69  , 


POSTAGE  COUNTT. 


BOCK  OOfTNTT. 


>•  •••••«••  •••••• 


Belolt  eiqr^ 

Rrhlforii  ............*  

(dealer  . . 

Cllncoa  »<»•••«  

Fulton  ....,..•••««••«•••••«••• 

HjuiDonT.  ■•• 


Total . 


445 

S.162 
506 
542 


4I 


1i 


609 
928 

M 


19.75H  19.1, 


2 


957 
694 
999 
88.H 
777 
721 
453 
106 
817 
SOB 

406 
244 


6,736 


A.>M) 
876 
848 
894 

979 
845 

2.;o 

832 
232 

1.22.5 
721 

.509 

^MP%  VIrtjfcw  •  •  ••»•*»•  •  •«••  •  ■  • 

\u 

622 
SOS 
244 
941 
871 
141 
».M 
TR3 
234 

719 

741 

315 

120 
4S7 
295 
190 
49« 
514 
130 
616 
711 
134 

618 

687 
8d9 

24  b 
1.019 

h04 

443 
1.037 
1,089 

271 
1,267 
1.494 

968 

l.Ml 
1,428 

fi04 

l4BftTftE  ■•«••«•«••••••••■•• 

Uftvood*                     •  •  •  • 

f^rens  Folut  rlty— 

1 

XoCsl*  ■  •  •  ••«•••••■••■•  •  •  • 

7.848 

7.0* 

1 

14,89« 

PBPn 

f  couhtt. 

194 

497 
871 

1R1 

83! 
87- 

i 

S75 
975 
904 
5H5 

1.406 
606 

1.128 
887 

2 

?,  rii.i) 

2,7.'iO  -2 

Ci.!519 

4,h05 
9S1 
l.OJl 
1,922 
2.011 
1.136 
898 

888 
1.181 

1,079 
l,8f7 
»  I 
1.242 
1.159 
1.01 
1,13 
1,18 
81>25 


BAdHK  -€OUim. 


TOTDLATIOIt. 


Towvi^CmMA«l> 

Wl.l;,' 

l.'olor«l 

Aggregate. 

«! 

3 

1 

« 
X 

c 

"m 

S 
t> 
% 

1.403 

1.502 

1  8^' 
4.16 

1,424 

1,345 
459 

1.104 
457 

6.9B0 
710 
408 
789 
7&5 

1 

2.S27 
2.H47 
993 

M 

L984 
844 
1.&14 

1,969 

UU  PICMMIt...  

Norwajr  

Raymond  

1 

4 

62 

8 
51 

1 

58 

1«.61C 

18.979 

98 

88.708 

BIOHIiAirD  COUNTY. 


Akan .... 
Blootn... 
liuena  V 
Dayton.  ■••••••*••««•■«•••• 

Ka«lo....   

Henrtc(U.....M......M  ■ 

Orion  

Rlchl»ud.  

Richwood  

Kockbrtdg«  

8rlv»ii  

we»tfor«l  

Wllluw  , 

Total  


861 
689 
960 

Ul 

490 

4«3 
622 
4M 

m 
m 

m 

987 
439 

"mm 


881 
614 
926 
989 

448 

697 
440 
834 
969 
690 
544 
483 
477 
403 

"mm 


ST.  OBOIX  COUKTT. 


Baldwin  

Haldwln  vlllomr  

<^y  

Cylon  

Eriti  I'ralii«  

Emerald.......u>...>»». 

Ean  QalM.........  

tlammoiul  ...»....•»••• 

lludMii.  

Qudaon  city  . 

Kinnlklnntck  

Pl«««an(  Vmffliqr......... 

Ku<ih  BlTtr.>M«*a>nM» 

KIchmoDd  

Soni  cruel  

SprlriKllt'lil  

Stanton  ■ 

Star  Prairie  

8t.  Joseph  

Troy  

Warren  ••!••«<••• 

TOUl  .......M.. 


119 
847 

67 

lU 

gal 
It  00 
816 

k 


&OO8     6,941    0  1 


SAUK  COUNTT, 


«,02< 
40« 
4lt 
81 

( 

1 
1 

1.931 

11 

8 

Excelsior  

1 

I.OM 
784 
»3S 

l.OAT 

Fi"i_''*']i.iui  

:::: 

17,898 


14.886 
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SAUK  COUNTY.— Gont*4. 


ronnjiTioif. 

Wbit*. 

Color«d 

1 

i 
I 

t) 

S 
• 

1 

1 

Orcenfleld.  

Bfaty  Creek.  

Iibnton  

L»  V«ne  

Mprrliiiack  

l"n»lrj>>  liu  Sac  

Keeilsburii.,..,  

8prlna  OrMk........... 

Sumpter..  

Troy  

Wuhiiictaik.  

Wp«lfli-fd  

WllifWIil  

WOO(ll»lul  

ToUX  


374 

648 

«fi 

m 

618 

540 

45« 

4H(i 

954 

1.045 

1.1U 

1.186 

533 

516 

39-2 

SHI 

551 

501 

567 

52H 

6H8 

632 

439 

37H 

«45 

575 

18.816 

18.088 

'  1 

St 

"'i' 

iT 

SU  AW  Also  COUNTY. 


Almund  

Anifflleo  

H<'lle  I'lalne.. 

Oraiit  

Or^fij  Valley 

Hanland  

Hrrman  

Mapiv  (irove.  . 

NaTarrno  

PklU  

BidmiQDd  

!»..:::::■: 


Ibswsno  city. 
Wuhingtoa . 
WukeeDMt.. 


TioUt. 


S3 

20tt 
8h3 
27S 
150 
477 
147 
243 
Wt 
238 
164 
90 
72 

4S5 

2<9 
21H 

3.548 


HO 
130 
345 
198 
124 
441 
1.15 
196 

68 
228 
136 

§0 

216 

197 


3.048  |85j 


'14:  •» 


•18|*10 


IS 


*8tockbrUlge  iDtUuu. 


COUNTY. 


Orwnbvtfh  

Herman    

Hollaml  

Lima  

I.VIIilnli  

Wflt.lu-ll  

MosrI  

flyinuuLb  

RhliiP   

Bnaaell  

8cott  

Slieboyitaii  (iiwri  

SlieboyKan  cUy— 

first  wartl  

Second  ward.   

Third  ward  

Fourth  ward  

ShebovKax  KalU  

.Shpli.ivcuti  Falls  vIllxKe 

Sli'-i  iiuiu  

WlUvu  

IWaL  


7B« 
l.tTO 
1.311 
1.153 

1.999 
8.842 
1.049 

773 
1,058 
1.083 
1,320 

827 
1.220 


M,Ba8 


83 
836 
708 
470 
291 
OH 
2X2 
439 
148 
466 
300 

m 

884 

If! 

415 


6.635 


TBBBIPBAUSAU  COUNTY. 


QtoWWP,  CITIK8  AVD 
VILLAOM. 

White. 

Colored 

1 
1 

H 

• 

1 

* 

a 

S 

e 

1.464 
SOI 
.547 
293 
285 
774 
889 
657 
410 
755 
316 
406 
888 

m 

2fll 
711 
S56 
463 
835 
706 
803 
412 
T99 

iM 

S14 

S74 

1.0W 
746 
1.444 

J 

H.irij-<1.1.-  

, , .  ■••••••••■•••■•»•••**•* 

8 

1 
4 

r.844 

7.144 

14JM 

S4,an 


TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

Mtsi/ord  , 

 I                   2971   711  a  1 

M 

VKKNON  COUNTY. 

BerRon  

Chrutlana..... 

(riliiton  

(•<M>n  

Forciit  

KranVilln  

(;>-iiii:i  

lir«*i'liUO<M|  .,, 

IliiMiljiirn  

Huriii'Miv   . 

IllllilxiroUKh. 
•lellf  rsciii...... 

KIckapoo...... 

Uberiy  

Stark  

.Stcrlliiif  

liriloii  

\'lriM|UH  

W^'lutrr  

\Vlii',HlUnil  ... 

Wlllt<'!l!uWU... 


...... * •  • 


476 
734 
483 

5ori 

361 
7H3 
358 
451 
650 
519 
584 
HI2 
554 
254 
464 

6a« 

856 
,046 
528 
442 
403 


498 
640 
468 

451 

84.3 
638 
359 
434 
669 
487 
.524 
552 
5r>l 
223 
435 
681 
866 
970 
473 
441 
344 


55 


Total   11,166  I  m246    68  06 


58 


984 

•57 
818 
1.641 

1 

1.116 


1,880 
Ml 

8.014 
9»« 

883 
747 

~iU84 


WAIiWOBTH  COUNTY. 


Bloomflvid  

Iiarlrii  

Uvlavan  vlllai{«., 
lif^laVHii  tuwn... 

Eftut  Tniy  

KIkliiitll   

<ifll>'%  .t  tUU  11,.., 

^  .1-,  ptte,....., 

l.a  Oi.tng«  

LI  an  

I.yotu  

Bichmond.. ...... 

Mlikroii  

Nl>rlnKJ>Tklfl«... 

Huirar  Creek  

Troy  

Walworth   

Whltewaur  


Total. 


591 

616 
789 

713 

836 

933 

385 

879 

704 

685 

510 

5S9 

wnii 

8»4 

541 

468 

514 

495 

.506 

449 

443 

427 

736 

664 

490 

4915 

LOOl 

978 

596 

684 

608 

j1? 

530 

616 

1  1.... 

7  8 


8  0 


18!  85 


».1 


1.1 
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WASHINGTON  OOUXTY. 


roFtrtATtoy. 

While. 

Ootorad 

S 

^£ 

ta 

<t 
■< 

1 

Male. 

1.' 

»5I 
8«0 

eis 

878 

IT. 

1,028 
781 
936 
9tl 
220 

1.0O5 
83S 
451 
Ml 

857 
889 
671 
8.19 
955 
1.321 
1.014 
703 
820 
819 
IfiO 

h07 

8.'.S 
4U 
024 

i.sns 

1.-150 

l,!,--;) 

1.717 
1.985 
2.727 
2.042 
1.434 
1.756 
1.740 

SHO 
1.1tl2 
1.7KI 

893 
l.ii25 

5*f^wi  ••••••««••**•••  •  •  • 

1 

3 

Pitt   

.... 

1MM 

T 

»3.8a2 

WAUKESH.^  COUNTY. 


BrookMd 

met''''.'"! 

iiakvonaco  

Xnakafo  

M««  Berlin  

Otttwa  ...   

OcDoomowoc  town 
oeaaMnowM  city. 


1.128 

7B2 
«17 
746 
761 

1.805 
778 
562 
768 
887 
464 
759 
99fi 

1.051 
61« 
857 

1.081 

LUIS 


1M40 


1.005 
716 
«IJ5 
62» 
858 

1,143 
7»B 
573 
6K4 
820 
419 
710 

1.115 

1,016 
.140 
588 
700 

1.449 


14»1M 


WAUPACA  COUNTY. 


•••••••• 


JlHrLondoa...  

JH'BWwi.  >  •  ••^••••••> 

teudlnavla.  

ft.  UWTCM*  

tnkNU  , 

VMpaoeltr  

WaapM*  

W*j»nwf  ra  


loUl.. 


393 
478 

411 

4IIS 
634 
588 
192 
610 
875 
Bll 
6611 
448 
205 
988 
413 
261 
4-27 

'10.146 


384 
451 
390 
119 

ses 

40d 

11« 

439 

378 
■■W.i 
W.i 
53-J 
IHi 
436 
801 
495 
512 

m 

1.036 
36» 
•.'37 

3SH 

9,451 


2.228 
1.509 
l.-.'i« 
1.376 
1.421 
2.348 
1.522 
1.135 
1.4M» 
1.10- 
K93 
1.4T4 
2.1  ■-•I 
2.i»S(i 
I.l.'iM 
1,247 


»J9 
«I7 
2.50 
774 

223 
917 
784 
771 

1.037 

1,T,'0 
:1V:; 
U'i6 
l.OS:- 
l.MDri 
1.07H 

;!^9 

1.MT6 
7.'<2 
4!<« 

19.616 


WAUSHARA  COUNTY. 


TovBS.  cmatABo 

YlLLAOW. 


TOrVUkTlOtl. 


VMM. 


Oaloreci 


4 


a 


Aiiror*  

Hi<KjinOeld.M, 

C'lluina  a 

iMkou  

Uoerlleld  

UMcock  

L4>on  

Mount  .^IorIl• 

Marluii  

OaalB  

royslnpl  ..... 
Plalnheld.,.. 

Rose  .,, 

KIrhford  

SaxvlUe  

Spriiiirwater.. 

Warren  

WMitoau.... 


637 
692 

i 

S09 

aoo 

331 
459 
473 

193 
180 

3S4 

•jr. 
847 


5.958 


473 
666 
147 
244 
114 
256 
899 
879 
369 
877 
897 
437 
185 
186 
319 
226 
325 
861 

"wio" 


WINN£BAGO  COUNTY. 


Alffomm  

Black  Wolf  

CU)rtoii  

Meiutsha  

Mciiik-Hlia  city............. 

N(><>n:ili  

Neklinl  

NcjicuHkln 

NectiAli  city..,.. .......... 

Ostikoab  

Uiur0.u......*<...a»«.»«.a 

Osiiknihcltr.  

fosKtm.,..,  

Riisbronl  

Utica  

Vliilanil  

WliiclicsJrr  

WInneronne  

Wolf  RiVW.........  

Total...„  


393 
4.59 
691 
88 
1.67 

697 

573 
2.062 

610 
1  (■-•J 

l.o'>.'> 
579 
588 
596 

1.812 
460 


28,105 


99t 

438 

609 
.  831 
1.961 

852 
678 
5.50 

1.961 
510 

1.690 

ti,26S 
409 

1.018 
499 
553 
535 

1.230 

21.826 


41 


61 1 


WOOD  COUNTY. 


AbiiriKlHle  

Ceiunill.i  .   

l>exHT  

Grunil  Uapl<i?icl(y  

Uranit  lUiiUl ..>.....  , 

Liticolti  ......< 

I'ori  KdwMrd*.  

Rudolpli  

ReinlriKton  

Haratoga  

Higvl  

Seneca  

Wood  

XOUI... 


102 
429 
191 

it 

193 

855 
79 

1.'59 
231 
183 
125 


74 

DT! 
113 
«iMJ 

lyi 
117 
217 
78 
144 
801 
165 
104 


1 

1 

■s 

"l" 

1 

2,760  I  5  j  1 


1.020 
1,88" 
28 


842 

5H8 
569 
608 
858 
910 
878 

see 

70S 
47t 
647 
708 


11.588 


If? 

1,.300 
720 
3,170 
534 
1.875 
1.123 
4.083 
1.124 
3.312 
17,015 

M 

1,141 
1.131 
2.577 

X77 

~4&ioS5 


178 

BOO 
804 
1.418 


162 

80i 
433 
849 
229 

6.048 


4 


HI8T0B7  OP  mSCONSIN. 


POPULATION  BY  COUNTIES. 

SUMMARY  FROM  STATE  AND  FEDERAL  CENSUS. 


OOOSTIH. 


Adams  ..,...>»«.,.......•••••<  •••••••••i 

•bbuMl...  


AabbuM 
Bwrrwi, 


 w  

Burnett  

Oalanict 

tli:|il:-».i  , 

Cl»rK  

Calunbto... 
Crawtera... 

Dane  

Dodge  

Door  

Itouglu.... 

Duiiii  

Kta  ClBlre. 
Fond  da  Lx 
Oraot  

Orecn  

Or<?pn  iMkB 

Iowa   

JarkfMin  

Ji-ffcrniii. . . 

Jiiiiraii  

Kt'iiosha  . . , 
Ki'U  nilliee. 
La  Cruiue,. 

K.Y<-tte.  

Llnrnlii  

Maiiltuwoc  «  

Maratiion.......  

MarqttM*  

MilwMKM.  

Monroe  

Ooo«to  

OtttMBmIe  

Ozaiikev  

replii   

J*lerce  

Polk 


• .......a... 


.*«*.MIfl*.......M... 


*...««.•#•.•........ ......... 


VoTtAgV  ... 

Kactiie... 

Klrhland  

Kock  

8t.  Crulx  

Sauk  

abawano  • 

Sheboygaa.... 
Tar  lor  

?reinpealMP. 
prnon  

Walworth  

Wi»«l)lii)r(oii... 

Wmilcc-lia  

W;uil<;i'   

Wausbara  

W«o4.  


8.107 

"'vii 


1.50S 


1 


t.vn 

'•14 


sw 


1.88S 
S.475 


108 


isa 


•49 


135 


9M» 


18M. 


6.81S 


1,748 
615 

■9!  665 


m 


15.817 


11.531 


1.250 
14.973 
9«3 
20.T50 

4.371 

■■■8.376 


17.8«S 
ia,485 
19.858 


10,167 


6.609 

"■a.6ai 

388 
17.9H5 
a.  32.1 
87.714 
94.540 
789 
885 
1,796 

m 

¥ 

is.897 

1.109 

H.  H04 
1».U«4 

"ii648 

447 

I.  487 
46.865 

a.407 
1.501 
4.914 

""i.rio 

847 

5.151 
80.673 

M584 
31..-)(>4 

8.040 
13.614 

80.891 

493 

m 

4.487 
5.541 
17.489 


18«0. 


6.498 
515 
13 
353 
11.T95 
3,t(B4 
18 

^1 
24.441 

8,088 
48.988 
48.818 

8.948 
HI8 

2.704 

8.1b8 
84.154 
81.1X9 
1»,M08 
18.Hfi3 
1 8.967 

4.170 
8a488 

8.770 
13.900 

5.580 
18.186 
18.134 

'ii.'A'ii 

8.898 
8.888 
68.518 
8.410 
^.598 

9.r-~ 


8.560 
11.007 
S«.4«i 
93.822 

28.981 
8.fl51 
8.770 

2.%770 
8.485 


779.981 


1865. 


5.698 
856 

"869 
15.888 
6,77  b 
171 
8.688 
8.878 
1,011 
88.118 
11.011 

m 


S.170 
5.881 
42.089 
33.618 
80.H46 
18.596 
80.657 
5,631 
SO,  597 

\m 

7.089 
14,884 
80,358 

26;  768 
3.6*8 
7.887 
78.320 
11.858 
4.858 


i.en 

6.145 

28.884 
18,186 
86.033 

T.855 
20, 1 54 

l,.1d9 
27.671 

"5,iM 
18.644 
25.773 
24.019 
27.089 
11.308 

9.008 
29.767 

2.985 


1870. 


6,801 
881 
588 
344 

85.168 
11.12:1 
706 
18,.135 

asii 
8.450 

28.808 
1.1075 


47.0.35 
4.919 
1.183 
9.488 
10.769 
46.273 
37,979 
83.611 
13.195 
84.544 
7.667 
.34.050 
18.396 

10,281 
80,895 
88,667 

"si  869 

.V885 
8.057 
69.936 
16.568 
8.388 
18.440 
16.579 

4i 

10.640 
26,748 

15.TS6 
39,030 
11.0.39 
83,868 
.3,165 
81.773 

■  16. 728 
18,678 
a.V9»3 
23.905 
28.258 
15.5.33 
11.879 
37.885 
3.911 


i.flft«,9m 


1X75. 


6.50* 

750 
3.737 
1.038 

35.  .173 
U.21« 
1.454 
1S.065 


48.3 
8.080 
741 
13.427 
1.V991 
5il.84l 
39.UM 
88.087 
15.814 
84.133 

ii 

14.40A 
83.»4> 
88.1M 
»8»* 

38. 4M 
10.111 

188!^ 

1.<H18 
85.558 

\m 

8R^ 

17.353 
3«».OC!9 
14.95* 
2*  «38 
6.635 
SI.081 
849 
14.9?! 
81.Si4 

89.4«S 
1».«46 

ik^ 

ft.04« 


In  a  notr  to  tti«  terrttory  of  Indiana 
bad  05,  and  Ureen  Bay  SO  InhablluiM. 


•■OaOwMar 


18001  rnMtte  CMMi.  Ml 
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NATIVITY   BY  COUNTIES. 


CENSUS  OF  18/0. 


CotrvTii 


Ibrnw... 


e . . . 
La«. 


'He. 


Nativk. 


i 

1 

• 

zs 

H 

s 

5 

c 
a 

H 

s 

3 

0 

a 

b 

H 

W 

V 

■r. 

'Z 

1.250 

1  tiff 

148 

885 

86 



1 '!  'i 

lis 

47 

18 

4 

18 
7 

I 

8 

187 

8 

I 

41 

83 
1,6H7 

8 

4 

23 

3 

10, 4 -Hi 

873 

1,448 

118 

3.733 

4,4S3 

173 

56 

848 

185 

1.971 
1 

100 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Ik.  tt^u 

16.5 
1.437 

187 

.500 

1  '-I 

3.867 

180 

417 

39 

95H 

1  1 
1*  1  vo 

88(> 

81 

45 

18 

83.'» 

0, 1  !S0 

Ml 

2.04  fi 

1.333 

686 

2.774 
64  {l 

3.403 

397 

186 

S8I6 

48 

10*052 

19,640 

tt(*4 

1.631 

2.95.S 

465 

fi.8Tfi 

56.5 

1,83H 

8.34J1 

856 

18.6'>)i 

8ttO 

89 

888 

83 

436 

U40 

J 1  ft 

l33 

41 

66 

6 

NO 

•437 

147 

887 

61 

8-»8 

3:^75 

7«7 

848 

487 

54 
317 

83S 
7.378 

9tt  114 
9\f  1  1 « 

1  J  ?OM 

1  "  i  1 

1,891 

8.578 

IB..i»0 

ft.4H 

8S« 

8.531 

1.881 

189 

3,585 

10.84S 

5,079 

878 

598 

948 
418 

R4J 

898 

4.5S5 

4.<)«7 

•iW 

597 

H8 

8.634 

12.56i 

B.17H 

3ltl 

3,897 

1.839 
137 

86 

1.447 

*.9M 

i.»s;i 

891 

151 

92 

850 

i&.407 

12.SM3 

.■j»n> 

9H4 

1.067 

183 

8.445 

5.35U 

3.011 

33»i 

395 

1.104 

81 

51H 

5.9S9 

■I.UHI 

1.3H 

6.VI  . 

8)3 

100 

a  088 

4.4(m 
.5.779 

5.4S4S 

15» 

47 

313 

16 

1.611 

8.mj8 

5«<0 

570 

488 

109 

8.831 

ii.i4e 

6  784 

IHti 

2.881 

8.345 

111 

789 

15.109 

16,496 

SIS 

8^3 

1,133 

58 

9  335 

□  333 

i:,74« 

816 

49 

103 

86 

8.839 

H.34a 

151 

258 

537 

198 

1.661 

37.1R.T 

*.t  ass 

MHI 

1.97:( 

4.604 

.508 

89  019 

1.038 
8.730 

356 

510 

fill 

87 

1,601 

8.677 

l.6ri 

111 
171 

488 

38 

797 

8.(HS(I 

fl.«8» 

7SH5 

798 
475 

Kk 

3.868 

8.  KM 

e.H.<)6 

no 

48 

18 

4,438 

t.eia 

l.30(< 

eo« 

»I 

118 

89 

348} 

3,618 

8  401^ 

310 

lOv! 

488 

34 

449 

4M\ 

1.173 
.3.481 

191 

46 

lOJ 

19 

178 

401 

217 

.36  « 

99 

1.833 

11.3.16 

10.791 

370 
16A 

1.878 

1.039 

88U 

3.859 

6.547 

1  777 

888 

4)1 

16 

4S1 

15.jll» 

R318 

755 

1,388 

8.H7" 

lyo 

1.148 

9.795 
1. 133 
14.957 

«..'.!■,• 

.3MH 

765 

946 

103 

3  433 

1.47H 

111 

87  1 

81 

5 

1.096 
8,497 

IS.  557 

381 

303  1 

943 

.38 

4.I5S 
8.700 

a.5H4 

816 

150 
185 

i.aoj 

5> 

894 

4.303 

809 

886 

111 

776 

rjs* 

5,040 

184 

189 

30n 

87 

661 

11.814 

5.130 

391 

9il 

1.789 

148 

1.173 

IS.504 

10,051 

97 

110 

8,065 

882 

35 

8.813 

18.S04 

9.90« 

33.' 

l,5»t 

397 

4.335 

6.285 

4.  .588 
8.677 

.50H 

860 

517 

60 

1.843 

iJ;?^ 

861 

54J8 

307 

48 

816 

18  070 
1.374 

1.558 

1,531 

1,399 

146 

5.861 

1.987 

636 

48 

171 

S4 

8»!4 

68 
V» 

"i\ 
34 
4 

30 
35 
Irtfl 
187 
87 
4 
17 
34 
185 
83 
39 
» 
81 
89 
41 
11 
39 
88 
58 
17 
93 
19 
1 

888 
38 
83 
61 
98 
87 
16 
87 
39 
88 
85 
78 
65 
4 

119 

K 
83 
30 
8! 
1.34 
37 
39 
1 1 
53 
3 


"5 

98 
I 

4St 

.556 
951 

3 

439 

79 
1.515 
764 
C.6iit 
383 
344 
93 
1.336 
871 
1.56 

r.i.) 
I.1117 

87 
1  (.47 
944 
381 
379 
89 
67 
8.646 
993 
1,480 
73 
31 
636 
5:3 
381 
37 
9S 
4S4 
1.4153 
483 
795 
1.088 
3.(7 
l,-48>4 
93 
146 
831 
4»40 
8.633 
3,138 
579 
40 
486 
1.'885 
330 
768 
106 


U>8 

67 

168 
34 
1 

34 

408 
195 
167 
43 


8 

7 

547 
4 

.3'l3 
13 
3U9 
3 
11 
2,011 
489 

8.360 
3 

1.584 
40 


11 


1  I 
II 

703 
184 

6 

8 

38 

881 

1  I 
296 
54 
H 

'86 


s 


X 


9 

"u 

"i\ 

941 

'R8 
83 
1 

67 
46 
816 
97 
16 
8 
41 
39 
193 
118 
1.847 
I 

31 

6 

144 
II 

30 
87 
871 
31 
153 
3 
I 

447 
43 

3 
iA 
30 

7 
76 

8 

5 
67 
II 
50 
6i>] 
13 
99 

3 
16 
3.^ 
40 
79 
96 
65 

3 

300 
83 


11 
1 
5 

49 
4 
6 

34 
8 

1.683 
38 
N 
3 
IS 
58 
48 
8 
1 

23 
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HLSTORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 


VALUATION   OF  PROPERTY 

IN  THE  STATE  OF  WISCONSIN. 


Akhbssbd  Valuation  of  Tatahlr  I'RorKRTY  roR  ruic 
VKAH  1876. 


CtlL'STIIM. 


Adama.  

AahlBndL  

Hnrron  

liaylleld  

Brown  

Huflalo  

Uurnelt  

Calumet  

Clark  

Columlila  

(rrawfiird  

Oaiie.  

HoUkc  

lK>or  

[>uuRljta  

Dunn.  

Kau  Claire. . . 
Fond  du  Lac. 

Urant  

Urrpn  

an*rn  Lake.. 

Iowa  

Jai-kaoii  

•leS<*r»ou...  . 

Juneau  

Krnoslia  

KewaunM... 
La  Croiiie. ... 
La  Fav«tle... 

Llnroln   

Msiiittiwoc .. 

.Maialhun  

Marquclto... 
Milwaukee.. 

Monroe  

(KmiiKx  

oiiiaffanile... 

OiauKoe  

Pepin  

I'lrice  

!^>lk  

Purtaire  

Karlne.  

KIrhland  

Rock  

St.  Croix  

Hauk   

Slipwano  

ShplM>)-|ran... 

T«)  lo'  

Trrniiiealeau 

VpriiKii  

WalwKrth... 

Wafhinexou. 

Waukriiia... 

Waupaca  

WauDhara... 
Wliiiirl>afo. . 
Wood  

TuUI  


Value  of  per- 
Mnal  property 


•  179.771 
4<.fi«6 
148.374 
21.705 
442.3B7 

978.04(1 
965,624 
281. MI3 
l,HTV04B 
I»7.0i3 
4.61U,7M 
2,44S.7»3 
135.107 
1B.484 
1.05'.j.300 
1.354.143 
8.48B.759 
it.am.795 
1.96ft.  599 
789,736 
!.«.i«.B7« 

4r«,ia4 

1.753,985 

e«ai25 

1.380,957 
546  67K 

1.336. -.'T I 

1,196.503 
U  654 

1.141.«-M 
83.V07H 
8iB.668 

455.741 
«8S,744 
381.784 
«35.iiM 
738.0Sa 
837. 1^67 
564.079 

3,41H.24K 
6liLl7l 

4.4fl4i,04H 
8I«.768 

1.364.775 
l«l.a«7 

1.90.1.861 
5.H.H12 
840.378 

m 

8.1«&SQ4 
480.837 
943,509 

.3.081. !f08 
V5I.669 


Value  of 
real  e»ta(«. 


%  624.168 
HH9.523 
1.043.964 
533.167 
2.195.053 
S9Q.02H 
448.765 
2.107,811 
i! 359.845 
3,355,9rJ 
7.083,898 
i. 457.586 

I4.8H3.179 

II.UI4.31H 
659,690 
410.287 
1,875.148 
4.204.833 

11.649.769 
7.0,'59,tft>l 
e.8W).H29 
3,485.8 ;  9 
4..H8.458 
1.040.417 
7.896.833 
1.607.845 
4.488.186 
8.560.641 
4.015.568 
4.775.417 
1..M2..M2 
S.-,;84l.5»9 
1,7I».901 
1,0^3.967 

46,477.2*1 
1.994.911 
3.411. 557 
9.848.867 
8.8^,688 

2,4.15.819 

1,121.599 
I, .592,018 

f;  9^8;  386 
IS.931.410 

a  110.445 

4.036.813 
6|.V917 

7.096,170 
816.421 

1.904.988 

8,888.420 
10,.%ft«..M9 

4.987.634 
11.8^.119 

K843.08S 
9.810  290 
598.920 


J274.417.S73 


Total. 


»  803.939 
938.189 

l,190.:i38 
654.878 
8,6.37,840 
1,828,529 
475,184 
2,481,157 
5,384,869 
8.637.785 
8.958.941 
1.984.689 
19,492,947 
13.461,111 
J94,757 
429,661 
2,987.448 
5,558.375 
]4.1.39,.'>88 
9,541.996 

H,  2.'j7.4e8 
4.87,V555 
5,588.188 

I.  518.541 
tt.65M.8l8 
8.867.870 
5.809.143 
8.107.319 
5,^1, 8.19 
5,971,919 
1,546.196 
6.4:U.983 
2,079,979 
1,360.6:)5 

61.828.564 
8,653.108 
3.867,898 
8.978.01 1 
3.185.478 
83a  599 
8,173. -.01 
1,.1.'>9,1«6 
2,1.56.097 
10,490,059 
8,520,557 
18.  .193.458 
3.927,213 
5,401.585 
807.184 
9.0<H1,03I 
HTO,23S 
«.74,VS«H 
3.2i:i.235 
3.747.241 
5.B89.981 
15.057.623 
8.  so;.  74  5 
1.686  538 
18.89). .598 
850,589 


13 


VAtrATlOS  or  IIST.\XKI>  PttOPItBTr,  FROM  AMBMOM' 

RKTL'HNS  FUU  1875  ANU  1876. 


f  351. 780.35 1 


Co.,  lawn, 
ciiv  and 
Tillage 


t  6.147 
8.840 

""«]3(>6 
48,.185 
15.300 

■■■  iiioo 
"i'Mid 

89,786 

■"■^sw'i 

45.600 

"'Tiliso 

49.880 
58.505 
85.650 

"iMnio 

600 
18.600 

■■'itil.ioo 

10.730 
31.000 


48.210 
15,700 
5.680 
1.318,506 
5,368 

■■  i6|4(>6 
5,280 
85 

I. 1.950 

■  "aooo 

22.700 
585 
28.000 

II.  400 
9.000 
8.000 

10.785 

856 
1. 500 
70.200 
7..VK) 
700 
850 
81.3.50 
6.380 
1.500 


92,i»i:i,ii:)6 


School,  eol- 
lege  and 
aradfiny 

propfriy^ 

>  9,900 
4,925 


Chnrcli  and 

cemetery  i 
property. 


1,400 
108,635 
87,787 
1,500 

■■■^Veo 

8,000 
116,605 
11.000 

"so!  630 

3.800 
16.938 
60.500 
197.405 

66,875 

■'361774 

M^aoo 

17.780 
8,500 

55.934) 
9,640 

81,848 

87.808 
8. 735 
771.865 

18.800 

'  Boii'tio 

18.415 
8.847 
73.675 
10.940 
2:1.916 
84.625 

"ioiooo 


7,811 
4,185 
8,800 
8.000 

150,206 

 siio 

84,940 
81,080 
29.495 


8.735.811 


lull  road 
property. 


•  4.713 
1.000 
125 
8,^8.'! 
83,369 
89.760 
8.000 
18,880 
56,014 
1,300 
91,148 
4,100 
859.890 
121.075 

9.800 
66,980 

2M,§00 

109,405 
76.995 
83.840 
55.026 
14075 

178.800 
19.880 
44S,860 
ia581 

110.643 
71,610 

16.826 
12,080 
1,818,390 

a&ioo 

79,373 

38,920 
4,lb0 

85.115 
&878 

48,470 
286,000 

87,915 
248,660 

41,870 

87,670 

123,896 

"  "iiisdo 
8,385 
129,310 
180,670 
aia760 
84.410 
88.684 
86,860 
27,000 


•1.220.000 


94.026 
ISO 


74,888 


73 


176. 88A 
64  093 

tiaooo 

89.800 
94.400 


421.604 

687.155 
85.450 
2.000 

■■■fti'.siw 
75.000 

887.915 
180.000 
51.800 
800 

"  loileoo 


146.901 
60.653 

1,271^600 
17.686 
7i7M 
347.61& 
186.000 
82.026 


70.400 
25a973 

"7s  i!  936 

68.730 
22.600 


16,4410 
8,800 


180,000 


2.300 

"si;  780 
 2.780 

7.487.627 


U.  8..  Mate' 

other  ToUL 
property.   


400 


8.780 
900 


1.300 
140  000 

1.200 
l.&SO 
7.740 


1- 


1.S40 

ia48i 

100 
232.987 
14.400 
8O0 


60.000 
10.780 
88.845 

60U 
S.780 

600 

'si  MO 
6.875 

ia500 
8.689 

15.800 

74.800 
400 
8..  593 


688.800 
2.940 

"iobo 

9.470 

tt.Bli'S 

l.tXHI 

5.735 
900 
120.950 

94.cs's<i 
&S&0  I 
1.150 


I.668.S88  ,l&aM.lf 


STATISTICS  OF  WISCONSIN. 
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ACREAGE  OF  PRINCIPAL  CROPS 

GROWN   IN  1876. 


Bmtua 


t*CroM«..'! 
UFMttle. 


■anata* 

SIWMkee. 


WWWMIU  

IfTMa  

Walworth... 
WaaUuton. 
WaiOMha... 

WMipAra  

Wauihan... 
Winsdiago.. 
Wood  


NUMBBIl  or  ACIIIM. 


Wheat. 

Corn. 

Oata. 

Btttlcy. 

llyo. 

lli>p«. 

s.i4e 

11,436 

&,333 

83 

8,488 

860 

ti 

::6 

84 
3.477X 

4.070V 

e39K 

759H 

283V 

«7 

»» 

13 
5.733 
13.573H 

IS.S84 

13.9-.!3 

5,013 
2.751 

6.354 

17H 

4H.S07K 

2lftH 

870 

9W 

1.I7U 

b37 

58 

364 

4.5H.<{ 

9.9S8 

4.048V 

S3IM 

39 

10.44:1 

2.7.14 

9.033 

1.3.58 

185 

lOM 

U.4&7 

I..SB6 

3.4<J8 

308 

95 

3 

64.472 

40.374 
19.173 

34.071 

7.694 

7  648 

693V 

19.nS4 

10.  .584 

3.913 

1..5H8 

18 

B».-.'J3 

84.rt7'2 

fi7.130 

83.499 

7.410 

31 7H 

14*1.708 
4.771 

^9.4111  V 

3\5JI3J< 

11.4»i3 

3.134  V 

136 

35J 
0 

:i..191 
.M) 

696 

788 

9.671 

in,  833 

1.660 

1.1.56 

68 

'  'So 

1 1.76.5 

7,IH3 

1.343 

1  1 

.513 

lg.2UHK 

21>.763 

8  5.54 

7.54  ^ 

44 

98.709 

(/3.0&4 

3.H39 

3.*9IV 

4.409 

a8.i«t( 

34.191 

66fiH 
1.170 

3.798H 

38 

37.0»4 

l.VtiOH 

H.013 

3.4.55 

313 

81.«T6 

4«,<JM> 

34.433 

3.e(>9H 
1.7.39 

1.893 

179H 

7m 

19.95:< 

I,M8»H 

613 

SS.561« 

I«>.84.S 

8,773 

7.611 
3.137 

840 

11.S98H 
4.782 

ll.fM«W 

14.3T3H 

44.5 

1.169 

l.V>  . 

14.174 

1.649 

611 

8 

17,70a 

1.1  .1 

1').633 

2.IM 

3.530 
3.177 

2 

Sk"  > 

10.A81 

-  "49 

3.U45 

249K 

61,*4n 

1  ,194 

1,37.3 

1.735 

13 

713 

30 

4,S.18H 

36. '1 

31,437K 

l,aH9 

3 

B70 

9.517 
J  1.774 

IMS! 
'  KMM 
li,W»H 

4.87:l 

93 

10.  .503 
.3.074  V 

139 

5.0fi3 

65 

31.68t 

13. -■■4 

1.7K9 

1.377 
7S4 

390 

2.490 

H'>76 
-JRH 

7<4 

A  ;eil 

3.113 

357 
940S 

3 

3.J47H 

514 

:  o»\H 

9  47:1 

4.nbH 

3.4.30H 

i  /jOH 
41.187 

t.9S4 

4.4:  . 

613V 

563 

35H 

8.9!:.4 

H.3.-.i 

3.851 

2.5H 

9.293 

4,104 

1.843 

440 

336 

in.7i»m 

7.8S4H 

1',07H 

9.0HhV 

ir..34m 

1.384W 
3.33l<f 
5H9V 

7.665  K 

684  V 

31 H 

■    1104  V 

3.313 

lS.2i{(*i4 

•  4«05< 

11  srtfis 

I.77OV 

499H 

1S.3M4H 

III  I  lo:l 

19.434 

15.038VJ 

4m 

77.H1(> 
27.701 

.•i.;i9() 

17.  S«l 

2.033 

17:i 
6.164H 

3».  iriSW 

3.197« 

3,118H 

«,4H5 

1.B04 

4.4IIHS.  305 
1H.701    t  7.519 
54MI  3 

I.160K 

45,9!i9 

8.'.i44 

4.333 

49 

«0J< 

3 

M 

5S.6.^(» 

ie.lOft 

l'i.(>34 

1  3.:i8IH 

551) 

43 

4a«77 

33.499 

23  ti55 

6.543 

633 

187 

20,S«8 

45.4.'>H 

3M  32.5 

H.934^i 

4.875W 

107V 

53.891 

ll.«i:j 

14  I114 

6.614 

6.003 

39 

S4.I40 

afi-IlK 

IH.HHO 

8., 53  7 

7.6.59 

33t 

13.516 

9.534 

7.44M 

l.OHO 

4..H63 

395 

lfi!.'S73 

lH.7'.'liH 

!<,H47 

6:)HV 

1.5.416 

340 

40999 

887 

15.4U4 

13.MH 

1,437 

983 

no 

958 

1.039 

39M 

373H 

14 

1.44S.6S0H 

1.02&.80IV 

854.861  M 

1 83.030 V 

1I,184K 

TobartHi.  Klax-«c«d. 


IW 


19 

:.4S9K 
8 


99 
44 


1 

'i'66 


7 

1 

■7 


S.IOSH 


14 

MM 


4.843 


8V 
45 

153X 


3 

2.5,217 
m 

10,146 


S,4S4 

 i 


UK 


10 
9 

S 

4.S6SM 


S82 
4 


1) 

1.16$ 

113 

a 
a 

I 

tt3.(>0HK 


t  • 
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Covirrm. 


Adanu  

Asiil>n«l  

Barron  

lUyflelil  

Brown  

Buffalo  , 

Biiriii*tt  

Calumet  

ChlpiMWB  ... 

riarK  , 

Columbia  

Crawforil.... 
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l>Mlffe  

Door  
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Cultlvntc)] 
Uraaacs. 


a.  101 
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40. 1  S.I 
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1.3.340 
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8«t6 
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1.0 17 
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ABSTRACT  OF  LAWS. 

WISCONSIN. 


ELECTORS  AND  GENERAL  ELECTIONS. 

Sec  12.  Every  male  person  of  the  age  of  twentv-one  jears  or  upward,  belonging  to 
fltthflr  of  the  following  classes,  who  shall  have  raided  in  the  State  for  one  jear  next  preoeoing 
uij  election,  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  elector  at  each  d^ection: 

1.  Citiaens  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Persons  of  foreign  birth  who  shall  hare  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens  con- 

formably to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  tlie  subject  of  naturalisation. 
&  Persons  of  Indian  blood  who  have  once  been  declared  by  law  of  Contrrc^s  to  be  citizens 

of  the  United  States,  any  subsequent  law  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
4.  CSvilised  |  -raons  of  Indian  descent  not  members  of  any  tribe.    Every  person  convietra 

of  bribery  shall  be  excluded  from  the  right  of  suffrage  unless  restored  to  civil  rights; 

and  no  person  who  shall  have  made  or  become  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any 

bet  or  wager  depending  upon  the  result  of  any  election  at  which  he  shall  offer  to  vote, 

shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  euch  election. 
Sec.  1 No  elector  shall  vote  except  in  the  town,  ward,  village  or  election  district  in  which 
he  actually  resides. 

Sbo.  14.  The  genera!  eleotion  preeeribed  in  the  Constitation  shall  be  held  in  the  teverai 

towns,  wards,  villages  and  election  districts  on  the  Tuesday  next  succeeding  the  first  Monday  in 
November  in  each  year,  at  which  time  there  shall  be  chosen  Hu<  h  Ho[)resentativcs  in  Congress, 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  State  officers,  and  county  otiicersas  are  by  law  to  be 
deeted  in  aaeh  year. 

Sec.  15.  All  elections  shall  be  held  in  each  town  at  the  place  where  the  last  town-meeting 
was  held,  or  at  such  other  place  as  shall  have  been  ordered  at  such  last  meeting,  or  as  shall  have 
been  ordered  by  the  Supervisors  when  they  establish  more  than  one  election  poll,  except  that  the 
Ifalt  dection  after  the  organisation  of  a  new  town  shall  be  held  at  the  place  directed  in  the  act 
or  proceeding  by  which  it  was  organized;  an<l  all  elections  in  villages  constituting  separate  elec- 
tion districts  and  in  the  wards  of  cities,  shall  be  held  at  the  place  to  be  ordered  by  the  Trustees 
of  inch  village,  or  the  Common  Council  of  snch  ci^,  at  least  ten  days  before  sneh  eleetion,  nn- 
hisa  different  provision  is  made  in  the  act  incorporating  each  village  or  city. 

Sr:c.  IC.  Whenever  it  shall  bei;ome  impossible  or  inconvenient  to  hold  an  election  at  the 
place  designated  therefor,  the  Board  of-  Inspectors,  after  having  assembled  at  or  as  near  an  prac- 
ticable to  such  place,  and  before  receiving  any  votes  may  adjoiim  to  the  nearest  convenient  place 
for  holding  the  election,  and  at  such  adjourned  place  shall  forthwith  proceed  with  the  election. 
Upon  adjourning  any  election  as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  Board  of  Inspectors  shall  cause  proc- 
lamation thereof  to  be  made,  and  shall  station  a  Constable  or  some  other  proper  person  at  the 
place  where  the  adjournment  was  made,  to  notiQr  dccton  arriving  at  such  place  of  a^onm- 
aient,  and  the  place  to  which  it  was  made. 
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Ssc.  20.    A  registry  of  electors  shall  annually  be  made : 

1.  In  each  ward  or  election  district  of  every  city  which,  at  the  last  pronooa  eeniiu>  had 

a  population  of  three  thousan'l  or  more. 

2.  Id  each  ward  or  election  district  of  every  incorporated  village  in  which,  by  law,  sep- 

umte  deetions  are  held ;  which  village  at  the  last  pxeeeding  census,  had  a  popoU- 
.  tion  of  fifteen  hundred  or  more. 
S.  In  every  town  containing  a  village  which,  at  said  census,  had  a  population  of  fiftewi 
hundred  or  more,  in  which  village  separate  general  elections  are  not  by  law  required  to 
be  held. 

4.  In  all  towns  any  part  of  which  shall  have  been  enihnieed  in  any  part  of  any  dtf  tf 
village  in  which  a  registration  by  this  chapter  is  required. 

Snch  registration  shall  be  made  in  the  manner  ]m>viaed  by  this  chapter.  The  penoos 
authorized  by  law  to  act  as  Inspectors  of  Election  in  each  of  audi  towns,  wards  or  election  in- 
tricta  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Hep;istry  therefor. 

Sec.  21.  The  said  Inspectors  shall  have  their  first  meeting  on  Tuesday,  four  weeks  prfr 
ceding  general  deotion,  at  the  place  where  said  election  is  to  be  held ;  and  in  deetioa 
districts  at  which  there  were  polled  at  the  previous  general  election  three  hundred  votes  or 
less,  they  shall  sit  for  one  day,  and  in  districts  at  which  there  were  more  than  three  hundred 
votes  polled,  they  shall  have  power  to  sit  two  days  if  necessary,  fbr  the  purpose  of  making  ssdi 
list.  They  shall  meet  at  9  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  hold  their  meetings  open  until  8 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  each  day  during  which  they  shall  so  sit.  The  Clerks  appointed  by  Uw 
to  act  as  Clerks  of  Election  shall  act  as  Clerks  of  the  Board  of  Registry  on  the  day  of  electioo 
only.   The  proceedings  shall  be  open,  and  all  electors  of  the  district  shall  be  entitled  to  be 

heard  in  relation  to  corrections  or  addition.s  to  said  registrv.  They  shall  have  the  same  powera 
to  preserve  order  which  Inspectors  of  Election  have  on  election  days,  and  in  towns  vacancies  in 
Board  shall  be  filled  In  tJie  same  manner  that  Taeanciea  are  filled  at  elections. 
Sec.  22.  The  said  In.^pcctors  at  their  first  meeting,  and  before  doing  any  business,  shall 
severally  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  Inspectors  at  a  general  election,  and  sai(l  Inspectors  shall 
at  their  first  meeting  make  a  registry  of  all  the  electors  of  their  respective  districts,  placing 
thereon  the  lull  names,  alphabetically  arranged  according  to  surnames,  in  one  column,  snd  in 
another  the  residem  o  l>y  number  and  name  of  streer  or  otiicr  location,  if  known.  If  any  elector's 
residence  is  at  any  hotel  or  public  boarding-house  the  name  of  the  hotel  or  boarding-house  shall 
be  stated  in  ihe  registry.  They  shall  put  uiereon  the  names  of  all  persons  residing  m  their  elec- 
tion district  appearing  on  the  poll-list  kept  at  the  last  preceding  general  election,  and  are  authsi^ 
ized  to  take  therefor  such  poll-list  from  the  office  where  kept,  omitting  such  a.s  have  died  or 
removed  from  the  district,  and  adding  the  names  of  all  other  persons  known  to  them  to  be  elect- 
ors In  sudi  district.  In  case  of  the  formation  of  a  new  election  district  since  the  last  preeediog 
general  election,  the  faid  Board  therein  may  make  such  registry  frotn  the  best  means  at  tlicir 
command,  and  ma^,  if  necessary,  procure  therefor  certified  copies  of  the  last  poll-list.  They  shall 
complete  said  re|;istry  as  fiur  as  practicable  at  their  first  meeting,  and  shall  make  fiwr  copits 
th^mf^and  certify  the  original  and  each  copy  to  be  a  true  list  of  the  electors  in  their  district  seftr 
as  the  same  are  known  to  them.  One  of  said  copies  nliall  be  imniediafcly  posted  in  a  conspicuous 
jdace  in  the  room  in  which  their  meeting  was  held,  and  be  accessible  to  any  elector  for  examina- 
tion or  making  copies  thereof,  and  one  copy  shall  be  retained  by  each  Inspector  for  revinoaaad 
correction  at  the  second  meeting.  They  shall  within  two  days  after  said  first  meeting  file  the  oriirinal 
r^istry  made  by  them,  and  said  poll-list  in  the  office  of  the  proper  town,  city  or  villa:;c  clerk, 
and  may,  in  their  discretion,  cause  ten  printed  copies  of  said  registry  to  be  made  and  posted  in 
ten  of  the  most  publie  places  of  said  election  district,  or  may  publish  the  same  in  a  newspaper  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  otic  cent  fir  each  name. 

Sec.  23.  The  Inspectors  shall  hold  their  second  meeting  at  the  same  place  designated  f>r 
holding  dections  on  the  Tuesday  two  weeks  preceding  the  election.  They  shall  meet  at  9  o'doek 
in  the  nrenoon.    In  election  districts  having  less  than  three  hundred  voters,  as  shown  by  the 
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prelimhury  registry,  the  Boud  ahdl  complete  Ikt  registry  on  die  eane  day ;  bat  if  there  are  nunre 

than  that  number  of  voters,  they  shall  sit  two  days.  They  shall  remain  in  session  until  8  0*4!^Ndt  in 
the  evening.  They  shall  revise  and  correct  the  reeistry  first  by  erasing  the  name  of  any  person 
who  shall  be  proved  to  their  satisfaction  by  the  oattis  of  two  electors  of  the  district  to  be  not 
entitled  to  vote  theran  at  llie  next  ensuing  election,  unless  such  person  shall  appear  and  if  chal- 
!t'ng(  li  shall  answer  the  questions  and  take  the  oath  hereinafter  provided  ;  secondly,  by  entering 
tiiereou  the  names  of  every  elector  entitled  to  vote  in  the  district  at  the  next  election  who  shall 
■fvpear  before  the  Board  and  require  it,  and  state  his  |daee  ct  rssidence,  giving  street  and  num- 
ber, if  numbered,  or  location,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  if  challenged  answer  the  questions,  and 
take  the  oaths  provided  in  case  of  challenge  at  an  election  ;  but  if  any  person  shall  refuse  to 
answer  all  such  questiuns  or  to  take  such  oath,  his  name  shall  not  be  registered.  Any  person 
who  is  not  twenty-one  years  of  age  before  the  date  when  the  r^stry  is  required  to  be  corrected,  but 
will  he  if  he  lives  until  the  day  of  election,  shall  have  his  name  ptiton  the  registry  if  hebe  other- 
wise qualified  to  be  an  elector.  Any  elector  who  did  not  vote  at  the  previous  general  election 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  ather  at  the  preliminary  or  the  final  registration  of  eleeton  by 
appearing  before  the  Board  of  Registration  of  his  election  district  and  establishing  his  right  to 
be  registered,  or,  instead  of  a  personal  appearance,  he  may  make  his  application  to  be  registered 
to  the  lioard  in  writing.  Such  application  shall  state  the  name  and  period  of  continuous  resi- 
dence in  the  election  district  and  place  of  residence  therein,  giving  the  number  and  street  of  the 
i[iplicaiit,  aufl,  in  c;»se  tlie  porson  making  the  application  is  of  foreign  birth,  ho  shall  state  when 
he  came  to  the  United  Slates  and  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  tho  time  and  place  of  declaring 
his  intention  of  beooming  a  eitisen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  vote  at  the 
election.  Upon  receiving  such  application,  tho  Board  of  Registration  shall  register  the  name  of 
wich  applicant,  if  it  appears  to  the  Board  that  tlie  applicant  is,  by  his  statement,  entitled  to 
vote.  Such  statement  shall  be  made  under  oath,  and  shall  bo  preserved  by  the  Board  and  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  village  or  city  clerk,  as  the  case  may  be.  All  city  and  village  clerks 
jliull  keep  blanks  for  making  tho  application  for  registration,  as  provided  hy  this  section.  The 
form  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Every  person  named  in  this  section  shall  be 
■object  to  the  same  pnnishment  for  any  fiilse  statement  or  othw  offense  in  respect  thereto  as 
is  provided  in  case  of  such  false  statement  or  other  offense  by  an  elector  offering  to  vote  at  an 
election.  After  such  registry  shall  have  been  fully  completed  on  tho  days  above  mentioned, 
no  name  shall  be  added  thereto  by  any  person  or  upon  any  pretext.  Within  three  days  after  the 
second  meeting  the  said  Board  shall  cause  fomr  copies  of  the  registry  to  be  made,  caoh  of  which 
shall  be  certified  bv  them  to  be  a  correct  rcistrv  of  the  elortnrs  of  their  district,  one  of  which 
shall  be  kept  by  each  Inspector  for  use  on  election  day,  and  one  shall  forthwith  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  proper  town,  city  or  vilfa^  cleric.  All  registries  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  pub- 
lic inspection  at  the  office  where  deposited  without  charge. 

Sec.  24.  On  election  day  the  Inspectors  shall  designate  two  of  tlicir  number  at  the  opening 
of  the  polls,  who  shall  check  the  names  of  every  elector  voting  in  such  district  whose  name  is  on 
tlic  registry.  No  voto  shall  be  received  at  any  general  election  in  any  ward  or  election  district 
defindl  in  Section  20,  if  the  name  of  the  person  ofTering  to  vote  he  not  on  said  registry  made  at 
tbe  second  meeting  as  aforesaid,  except  as  hereinafter  provided ;  but  in  case  any  one  shall,  after 
the  last  day  for  completing  such  registry,  and  before  such  deetion,  become  a  qualified  voter  of 
the  district,  he  shall  have  the  satno  right  to  voto  therein  at  such  election  as  if  his  name  had  been 
duly  registerc<l.  provided  he  shall,  at  tlie  time  he  nflers  to  vote,  deliver  to  the  Inspectors  his  affi- 
davit, in  whicii  he  shall  state  the  facts,  showing  that  he  has.  since  the  completion  of  such  regis- 
try, become  a  qualified  elector  of  such  district,  and  the  &cts  showing  that  he  was  not  such 
elector  on  the  day  su<  h  registry  was  romj»leted,  and  shall  also  deliver  to  such  Inspectors  the  affi- 
(lavits  of  two  freeholders,  electors  in  such  election  district,  corroborating  all  tbe  material  state- 
ments in  his  affidavit  In  case  any  person  who  was  a  votnr  at  tiie  last  previous  general  election 
>hall  not  be  registered,  such  person  shall  bo  entitled  to  vote  on  making  affidavit  that  he  was  enti- 
tled to  vote  at  the  previous  ejection,  and  that  he  has  not  become  disqualified  by  reason  of  removal 
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fimn  the  election  district  or  otherwise,  since  tliat  election,  which  affidavit  ehall  also  be  corrobo- 
rated by  the  affidavits  of  two  freeholders,  as  is  provided  for  other  non -registered  voters.  No  one 
freeholder  shall  be  competent  to  make  iit  anj  one  election  corroborating  affidavits  for  more  than 
three  voten.  All  of  said  affidavits  shall  b«  sworn  to  before  some  officer  authoriwd  by  the  laws 
of  this  State  to  take  depositions.  The  Inspectors  shall  keep  a  list  of  the  names  and  residence 
of  the  electors  voting  whose  Dames  are  not  on  said  completed  registry,  and  attach  said  list  to  the 
registry  and  retam  it,  together  with  all  sodi  affidavits,  to  the  proper  town,  city  or  village  derk. 
No  compensation  shall  be  paid  or  received  for  taking  or  certifying  any  such  affidavits.  On  the  daj 
fullowinp  the  election,  one  of  said  poll-lists  and  one  copy  of  the  registry  so  kept  and  checked  be 
attached  together  and  filed  in  the  office  of  ilie  proper  town,  city  or  village  clerk,  and  the  other  of 
said  poll-lists  and  eopy^  of  the  registry  so  kept  and  checked  shall  be  returned  to  the  Coon^ 
Clerk  with  the  returns  of  the  election.  Such  Inspectors  sliall  give  notice  by  advertisement  ins 
newspaper  printed  in  the  city,  village  or  town  where  such  registration  was  made,  of  the  r^istrj, 
and  shall  indods  in  sod)  notioe  all  additions  to  and  oniisnons  from  the  preliminary  list,  sad 
shall  also  state  where  the  election  is  to  he  held.  In  case  there  be  no  newspaper  printed  in  such 
city,  villafre  or  town,  such  notice  shall  be  given  by  postinn;  copies  thereof  in  three  or  more  public 
places  in  t;u;h  ward  or  election  district  in  biicli  city,  viila>re  or  town.  For  publication  of  such 
notice  in  any  such  newspaper  the  publisher  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe  same  compematios 
p«r  fidio  as  is  prescribed  for  pnblishing  other  legal  notices. 

COM.MON  SCHOOLS. 

Sec.  413.  The  formation  of  any  school  district  sliall  be  by  written  order  of  the  Town 
Board,  describing  the  territory  embraced  in  the  same,  to  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  within 
twenty  days  after  the  making  thereof.    The  SapervisorB  shall  deliver  to  a  taxable  inhabitant  «f 

the  district  their  notice  thereof  in  writing,  describing  its  boundaries,  and  appointing  a  time  and 
place  for  the  first  district  meeting,  and  shall  therein  direct  such  inhabitant  to  notify  every  quali- 
fied voter  of  the  district,  either  personally  or  by  leaving  a  written  notice  at  his  place  of  rcsi- 
Icnce,  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  at  lea.st  five  days  before  the  time  appointed 
♦herefor,  and  said  inhabitant  shall  .notify  the  vitters  of  sncli  (ii^t^ict  accord  in  ::ly.  and  imlorse 
thereon  a  return  containing  the  names  of  all  persons  thu^  notified,  and  said  notice  and  return 
shall  be  reeorded  as  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  first  meeting  in  snch  district 

Sec.  414.  In  case  such  notice  shall  not  be  given,  or  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  assemble  and  form  a  district  meeting  when  so  notified,  or  in  ca.se  any  school  di.<- 
trict  having  been  formed  or  organized  shall  afterward  be  disorganized,  so  that  no  competent 
authority  shall  exist  therein  to  call  a  special  district  meeting,  in  the  mmnw  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, notice  shall  n^iven  by  the  Town  Board,  and  served  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  pre- 
ceding section.  Whenever  a  district  meeting  shall  be  called  as  prescribed  in  this  and  the 
preceding  section,  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  electors  <tf  the  district  to  assemble  at  the  tins 
and  place  so  directed. 

Sec,  415.  Whenever  it  shall  be  necessary  to  fonn  a  district  from  two  or  more  adjoining 
towns,  the  Town  Boards  of  such  towns  shall  meet  together  and  form  such  districts  by  their  writ- 
ten order,  describing  the  territory  embraced  in  such  district.  si<^ne<l  by  at  least  two  of  the  Super- 
visors of  each  town;  and  shall  file  one  such  order  with  the  Town  Clerk  of  each  town,  and 
deliver  the  notice  of  formation  to  a  taxable  inhabitant  of  such  district,  and  cau&e  the  same  to  be 
served  and  returned  in  the  time  and  manner  hereinbefore  prescribed ;  and  any  such  district  may 
be  altered  only  by  the  joint  action  of  the  Town  Boards  of  such  towns  in  the  same  manner  that 
other  districts  are  altered. 

Sec.  416.  Every  school  district  shall  be  deemed  duly  organized  when  any  two  of  the  offi- 
cers elected  at  the  first  legal  meeting  thereof  shall  have  consented  to  serve  in  the  offices  to  which 
they  have  been  respectively  electt  d,  by  a  written  acceptance  thereof  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the 
first  meeting,  and  recorded  in  the  minutes  thereof;  and  every  school  district  shall  be  considered 
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II  duly  orgmniied  after  it-shall  have  ezeroiasd  the  franohises  and  iMrivlleges  of  a  diatriet  for  the 
tarn  of  two  years. 

Sec.  425.  The  annual  meeting  of  all  school  districts  in  whicTi  graded  schools  of  two  or 
■Mm  dqiartments  are  taught,  shall  be  held  on  the  aeoond  Monday  of  July,  and  of  all  other 
lekool  dostricts  on  the  last  Monday  of  Sqitenber,  in  each  year.  The  hoar  of  such  meeting  shall 

be  pevcn  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  unless  otherwise  provided  hv  a  voto  of  the  district,  duly 
rea)nled  at  the  last  previous  annual  meeting ;  but  at  any  annual  meeting  a  majority  of  the 
electors  present  may  determine  that  the  annou  meeting  of  audi  district  shall  he  held  on  the  last 
Monday  of  August  instead  of  the  last  Monday  of  September.  Said  dcterminiition  to  take  effect 
when  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  said  annual  meeting  in  reference  to  such  change  shall  have 
bifln  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  in  which  the  schoolhonse  of  such  district  is  situated,  and  to 
ronain  in  force  until  rescinded  by  a  like  vote  of  the  electors  of  such  district. 

Sfc.  42f».  'I'lie  Clerk  i^lial]  give  at  hixat  six  days'  previous  notice  of  every  annual  district 
meeting,  by  posting  notices  thereof  in  four  or  more  public  places  in  the  district,  one  of  which 
bbsll  be  affixed  to  ttie  enter  door  of  the  schoolhonse,  if  there  be  one  in  ^e  district,  and  he  shall 
give  like  notices  for  every  adjourned  district  meeting  when  such  meeting  shall  have  been 
adjourned  fur  more  than  one  month ;  but  no  annual  meeting  shall  be  deemed  illegal  for  want  of  due 
notice,  unless  it  shall  appear  that  the  omission  to  give  such  notice  was  willful  and  fraudulent. 

Sec.  427.  Special  district  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Clerk,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the 
Directors  or  Treasurer,  on  written  rcfjucst  of  five  le^ral  voters  of  the  district,  in  the  manner 
]<r(  scribed  for  calling  an  annual  meeting ;  an<l  the  electors,  when  lawfully  assembled  at  a  special 
Di  i'tin]^,  shall  hare  power  to  transact  the  same  business  as  at  the  first  and  each  annual  meeting, 
except  the  election  of  offuers.  The  business  to  be  transacted  at  any  special  meeting  shall  be 
particularly  specified  in  the  notices  calling  the  same,  and  said  notices  shall  be  posted  six  full 
days  prior  to  the  meeting.  ]So  tax  or  loan  or  debt  .shall  be  voted  at  a  special  meeting,  unless 
three-fourths  of  the  li  L'al  voters  shall  have  been  notified,  either  personally  or  by  a  written  notice 
left  at  their  places  of  residence,  stating  the  time  and  place  and  objects  of  the  meeting,  and 
specifying  the  amount  proposed  to  be  voted,  at  least  six  days  before  the  time  appointed  therefor. 

Skc.  428.  Every  person  shall  he  entitled  to  vote  in  any  adiool  district  meeUng  who  ia 
qnalifie  I  to  vote  at  a  gemral  deetion  for  State  and  county  officers, and  who  is  a  resident  of  sodi 
school  district. 

ASSESSUENT  AKD  COLLECTION  OF  DISTRICT  TAXES. 

Sbc.  469.  All  school  district  taxes,  unless  otherwise  specially  provided  by  law,  shall  be 
iMMsed  oil  tiie  same  kinds  of  property  as  taxes  for  town  and  county  purposes ;  and  all  personal 

property  which,  on  account  of  its  location  or  the  residence  of  its  owner,  is  taxable  in  the  town, 
shall,  if  such  locality  or  residence  bo  in  the  school  district,  be  likewise  taxable  fur  school  district 
purposes. 

BORROWING  M0NT:Y. 

Sec.  474.  Whenever,  upon  any  unusual  exigency,  any  school  district  shall,  before  the  annual 
meeting,  vote  a  special  tax  to  be  collected  with  the  next  levy,  the  district  may,  by  vote,  author> 
lie  the  District  Board  to  borrow  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year  a  sum  not  exceeding  the 

amount  of  such  t^-ix,  and  by  such  vote  set  apart  such  tix  when  collected  to  repay  such  loan,  and 
thereupon  the  District  Board  may  borrow  such  money  of  any  person  and  on  such  terms  and  exe* 
cute  and  deliver  to  the  lender  such  obligation  therefor,  and  such  secari^  for  the  repayment, 
including  a  mortgage  or  pledge  of  any  real  or  personal  jiroperty  of  the  district,  subject  to  the 
directions  contained  in  the  vote  of  the  district  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  not  prohibited  by 
law. 

Sec.  498.  Every  District  Clerk  who  shall  willfully  neglect  to  make  the  annual  report  for 
his  diatrict  as  required  by  law  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  money  lost  by  such 
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district  in  conseqaence  of  his  neglect,  irhich  shall  he  reeorered  in  sn  aetton  in  the  name  of  wU 

fer  the  use  of  the  district. 

Sec.  499.  Every  Town  Clerk  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  and  deliver  to  the  Countj 
Saperintendent  his  annual  report,  as  required  in  this  chapter  within  the  time  limited  therefor, 
diall  he  liable  on  his  official  bond  to  pay  the  town  the  amount  which  audi  town  or  any  ecliool 
district  therein,  shall  lose  by  such  neglect  or  refusal,  with  interest  thereon  ;  and  every  Countj 
Superintendent  who  shall  neglect  or  refuiie  to  make  the  report  required  of  him  by  this  chapter 
to  the  State  Soporintendent  shall  be  liable  to  pay  to  each  town  the  amount  which  such  tows  or 
any  school  district  therein  shall  lose  by  such  neglect  or  refusal,  with  interest  thereon.  t<>  be 
recovered  in  either  case  in  an  action  prosecuted  by  the  Town  Treasurer  in  the  name  of  the 
town. 

Sec.  503.  Every  member  of  a  district  board  in  any  school  district  in  this  State  in  whick 
a  list  of  text-bo<^ks  has  been  adopted  according  to  law,  who  shall,  within  three  years  from  the 
date  of  such  adoption,  or  thereafter,  without  the  consent  of  the  State  Superintendent,  order  > 
change  of  text-boohs  in  such  district,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fiAy  dollars. 

Sec.  513.  Every  woman  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upward  may  be  elected  or 
appointed  as  director,  treasurer  or  clerk  of  a  school  district,  director  or  secretary  of  a  town  hoard 
under  the  township  system  ;  member  of  a  board  of  education  in  cities,  or  county  superintendent 

Sec.  560.  In  reolc<nung  school  months,  twenty  days  shall  ccostitate  »  month  and  one  bus* 
dred  dajs  fire  months. 

ASSESSMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Sec.  1035.  The  terms  " real  property,"  "  real  estate  "  and  "land,"  when  u.sed  in  this 
tUie,  shall  include  not  only  the  land  itself,  but  all  buildings,  fixtures,  improvements,  rights  aii4 
privileges  appertaining  thereto. 

Sec.  1030.  The  term  "personal  property,"  ag  used  in  this  title,  shall  be  construed  to  mesa 
and  include  toll-bridges,  saw-logB,  timber  and  lumber,  either  upon  land  or  afloat,  stesmbostt, 
ships  and  other  veesm,  whellier  at  home  or  abroad;  buildings  upon  leased  lands,  if  such  baild- 
ings  have  not  been  included  in  the  assessment  of  the  land  on  which  they  are  erected ; 
ferry-boats,  including  the  franchise  for  runnint;^  the  same;  all  debts  duo  from  .solvent  debtors, 
whether  on  account,  note,  contract,  bond,  mortgage  or  other  security,  or  whether  such  debts  are 
due  or  to  become  due ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  mcn^andise,  chatteb,  moneys  and  effects  of  any 
nature  or  rlcscription  having  any  real  or  marketaUe  mine  and  not  indnded  in  the  term  *'iesl 
property,"  as  above  defined. 

Sbc  1037.  The  tmprovements  on  all  lands  situated  in  this  State,  whidi  shall  have  beea 
Wtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congre.s8  entitled  An  act  to  secure  homesteads  to  act- 
ual settlers  on  tlio  public  domain,"  upproved  May  twentieth,  one  thou.sand  ci<:;ht  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  and  which  shuli  be  actually  occupied  and  improved  by  the  person  so  entering  the  same, 
or  his  heirs,  shall  be  subject  to  taxataon,  and  such  improvements  shall  be  assessed  as  peraonal 
property.  .\11  taxes  I'  viol  tlicroon  shall  bo  collected  out  of  the  posonsl  property  of  ue  oeeo- 
pant  of  such  lands,  and  in  no  other  manner. 

SlO.  1088.    The  property  in  this  section  described  is  exempt  from  taxation,  to  wit: 

1.  That  owned  exclusively  by  the  United  States  or  by  this  State,  but  no  lands  etmtractod to 

be  .sold  by  the  State  shall  be  exempt. 

2.  That  owned  exclusively  by  any  county,  city,  village,  town  or  school  district ;  but  lands 

purchased  by  counties  at  tax  sales  shall  be  exempt  only  in  the  esses  provided  in  Sto- 
tion  Elincn  Hundred  and  Ninety-one. 
8.  Personal  property  owned  by  any  religious,  scientific,  literary  or  benevolent  association, 
used  exclusively  for  the  purposes  of  such  association,  and  the  real  properly,  if  tMt 
leased,  or  not  otherwise  used  for  pecuniary  profit,  necessary  for  the  locution  snd  con- 
venimoe  of  the  buildings  of  such  association,  and  embracing  the  same  not  exceeding 
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ten  acres ;  and  the  lands  reserved  for  grounds  of  a  chartered  college  or  nniversity, 
not  exoeeding  forty  acres ;  and  pftlSOlMgeSv  whether  of  local  churches  or  districts,  and 
whether  orcnjiicd  by  the  pastor  permanently  or  rented  for  ]m  benefit.  The  occasional 
leasing  of  such  buildings  for  schools,  public  lectures  or  concerts,  or  the  leasing  of  such 
personages,  shall  not  render  them  liable  to  taxation. 

4.  Personal  property  owned  and  used  exclusively  by  the  State  or  any  county  agricultural 

society,  and  the  lands  owned  and  used  by  any  such  society  exclusively  for  fair  grounds. 

5.  Fire  engines  and  other  implements  used  for  extinguishing  fires,  owned  or  used  by  any 

organized  fire  company,  and  the  buildings  and  necessary  grounds  connected  theiewith, 
owned  by  such  company,  and  used  exclusively  for  its  proper  purposrs. 

6.  The  property  of  Indians  who  are  not  citizens,  exceot  lands  held  by  them  by  purchase. 

7.  Lands  uwd  exdosively  as  public  burial-grounds,  ana  tombs  and  monuments  to  the  dead 
*  therein. 

8.  Pensions  receivable  from  the  United  States. 

9.  Stock  in  any  corporation  in  this  Hum  which  is  required  to  pay  taxes  upon  its  property 

in  the  same  manner  as  individttsls. 

10.  So  much  of  the  ddits  due  or  to  become  due  to  any  person  as  shall  equal  the  amount  Ci[ 
bona-fide  and  unconditional  debts  by  him  owing. 

11.  Wearing  apparel,  family  portraits  and  libraries,  kitchen  furniture  and  growing  crops. 

12.  Provisions  and  fuel  provided  by  the  head  of  a  family  to  sustain  its  members  for  six 
months  :  but  no  person  paying  board  shall  be  deemed  a  member  of  a  family. 

13.  All  the  personal  property  of  all  insurance  companies  that  now  are  or  shall  be  organized 
or  doing  business  in  this  State. 

14.  The  track,  right  of  way,  depot  grounds,  buildings,  machine-shops,  rolling-stock  and 
other  property  necessarily  useil  in  operating  any  railroad  in  this  State  belonging  to  any 
nulroad  company,  including  pontoon,  pile  and  pontoon  railroads,  and  shalllienoeforth 
remain  exempt  from  taxation  for  any  purpose,  except  that  the  same  shall  be  subject  to 
special  assessments  for  local  improvements  in  cities  and  villages  and  all  lands  owned  or 
claimed  by  such  railroad  company  not  adjoining  the  track  of  such  company,  shall  be 
subject  to  all  taxes.  The  provision  of  this  suMivision  shall  not  apply  to  any  railroad 
thiit  now  is  or  shall  be  operated.by  horse-power,  whether  now  or  hwrafker  constructed 
in  any  village  or  city. 

15.  Tlie  property,  except  real  estate,  of  all  companies  which  are  or  shall  be  engaged  in  the 

business  of  telegraphing  in  this  State. 

16.  The  real  estate  of  the  Home  of  the  Friendless  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  not  exceeding 
one  lot  m  amount,  is  exempted,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  continue  to  be  Used  us  such  home. 

17.  All  property  of  any  corporation  or  association  formed  under  the  laws  of  this  State  for 
the  encouragement  of  industry  by  agricultural  and  industrial  fairs  and  exhibitions, 
which  shall  be  necessary  for  fair  grounds,  while  used  exclusively  for  such  fairs  and 
exhibitions,  provided  the  quantity  of  land  so  exempt  shall  not  exceed  forty  acres. 

18.  Such  tree-belts  as  are  or  may  be  planted  and  maintained  in  compliance  with  chapter 
six t\  fix  of  one  of  these  statutes. 

Sec.  ll^'l.  Real  property,  upon  which  the  county  holds  any  certificates  of  tax  .■sale,  shall 
continue  liable  to  taxation  and  to  sale  for  unpaid  taxes,  and  the  county  shall  be  the  exclusive 
purchaser  at  the  sale;  but  wbon  a  tax  deed  s?iall  be  issued  to  tlie  comity,  and  it  sb  ill  ImM  tax 
certificates  of  sale  unredeemed  on  the  same  property  for  two  successive  years  subsei^uent  to  the 
date  of  the  sale  on  which  such  deed  shall  issue,  including  certi6cates  of  sale  made  prior  to  the 
passage  of  these  statutes,  such  property  .shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  taxation  until  the  same 
is  sold  by  the  county.  The  County  Clerk  shall  annually,  before  the  first  day  of  June,  furnish 
to  the  Assessors  of  each  town  a  list  of  the  lands  in  such  town  exempt  under  this  section.  Noth- 
bg  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  lands  owned  by  minori»  married  women, 
widowed  women,  idiots  or  insane  persons. 
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COLLECTION  OF  TAXES. 

8bc.  1089.  The  Town  Treasurer  of  each  town,  on  the  receipt  of  the  tax-roll  for  tbeea^ 
rent  year,  shall  forthwith  po^t  notiooM  in  thrve  or  four  public  places  in  such  town>5,  th:it  the  fax- 
roll  fur  such  town  is  in  his  hands  for  coliectton,  and  that  the  tuxes  charged  therein  are  subject 
to  payment  at  his  office  at  any  time  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Janaary  in  snoh  year;  and  tftw 

the  said  first  day  of  January  he  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  taxes  charged  in  such  roll  and 
remaining  unpaid,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  call  at  least  once  on  the  person  taxed,  or  at  any 
place  of  his  usual  reeidence,  if  within  the  town,  and  demand  payment  of  the  taxes  charged  to 
nun  on  such  roll. 

Se<\  1090.  On  all  taxes  paid  or  tendered  at  the  office  of  such  Treasurer  prior  to  said  firjt 
day  of  January,  he  shall  remit  all  of  the  5-per-cent  collection  fees,  except  so  much  ther^^tf  u 
he  is  authorised  by  law  to  have  for  his  fees  upon  taxes  so  paid. 

Sec.  1091.  Town  orders  shall  he  receivable  for  taxes  in  the  town  where  issuc<l,  and  shall 
be  allowed  the  Town  Treasurer  on  settlement  of  town  taxes  ;  and  county  orders  and  jurors'  cer- 
tificates shall  be  receivable  for  taxes  in  the  county  where  issued,  and  shall  be  allowed  .such  Treas- 
urer on  settlement  of  connty  taxes  with  the  County  Treasurer,  but  no  Town  Tren-^urer  shall 
receive  town  orders  in  paytnent  for  taxes  to  a  larger  amount  than  the  town  taxes  included  in  his 
assessment-roll  exclusive  of  all  taxes  for  school  purposes,  nor  county  orders  and  jurors'  certifi- 
cates to  a  greater  amount  than  the  county  tax  included  therrin. 

Skc.  1097.  In  case  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  tax  imposed  upon  him, 
the  Town  Trea.>5urer  shall  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  goods  and  chattels  belong- 
ing to  such  per.soii,  wherever  the  same  may  be  found  w  ithin  his  town  ;  and  if  a  sufficient  amoant 
of  such  property  cannot  be  found  in  such  town,  the  Town  Treasurer  may  levy  tiie  same  by  dis- 
tress and  .sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  bel(»n;:ing  to  soch  person,  wherever  the  same  may  be 
found  in  tlie  county  or  in  any  adjoining  counties. 

Sec.  1098.  The  Town  Traasurer  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  snch 
sale,  at  least  six  days  previous  thereto,  by  advertisement,  containing  a  description  of  the  prop- 
erty to  be  sold,  to  be  posted  up  in  three  public  ]ila(  e3  in  the  town  where  the  sale  is  to  be  made. 
The  sale  shall  bo  at  public  auction,  in  the  daytime,  and  the  property  sold  shall  be  present; 
such  property  may  be  released  by  the  payment  of  the  taxes  and  cnarges  for  which  the  same  is 
liable,  to  be  sold ;  if  the  purchase-money  on  such  sale  shall  not  be  paid  at  such  tinu- as  the 
Treasurer  may  require,  he  may  again,  in  his  discretion,  expose  such  property  for  sale,  or  sue,  lo 
his  name  of  office,  the  purchaser  for  the  purohase^moncy,  and  recover  the  same  with  costs  and 
lO-per-centum  damaj^es. 

Skc.  10!t!».  If  the  property  so  levied  upon  shall  be  sold  f  >r  rrlore  than  the  amount  of  tax 
and  costs,  the  surplus  shall  be  returned  to  the  owner  thereof;  and  if  it  cannot  be  sold  for  wtnl 
of  bidders,  the  Treasurer  shall  return  a  statement  of  the  fact,  and  return  the  property  to  the 
person  from  whose  possession  he  took  the  same ;  and  the  tax,  if  unsatisfied)  shall  be  collected  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  no  levy  had  been  made. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BKIDGES. 

Sec.  1223.  The  Supervisors  of  the  several  towns  shall  have  the  care  and  supervision  of 
the  highways  and  bridges  therein,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty : 

1.  To  give  directions  for  repairing  the  highways  and  bridges  within  their  respective  tawos, 

and  cause  to  he  removed  all  obstructions  therefrom. 

2.  To  cause  such  of  the  roads  used  as  highways  as  have  been  laid  out  but  not  suHicieDtK 

described,  and  such  as  have  been  lawfully  laid  out  and  used  as  such  up  to  the  the; 
present  time,  but  not  fully  and  sufhcicntly  recorded,  to  be  ascertained,  oesonbed  anu 
entered  of  record  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 
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8,  To  cause  bridges  which  are  or  maj  be  erected  over  streams  intersecting  highways  to  be 
kept  in  repair. 

4.  To  divide  thMriCBpeetive  towns  into  so  many  road  districts  as  they  shall  judge  conven* 
lent,  and  specify  every  such  division  in  writing  under  their  hands,  to  be  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk ;  but  no  such  division  shall  be  made  within  ten  days  next 
preeeding  the  annual  town  meeting. 

&  To  assign  to  each  of  the  said  road  districts  such  of  the  inhabitants  liable  to  pay  taxes 
on  highways  as  they  think  proper,  having  regard  to  the  nearness  of  resid«ice  aa  raudi 
as  practicable. 

6.  To  require  the  Qyerseers  of  Highways  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  aa  thej  shall 

deem  necessary,  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  rerniired  of  them  bv  law. 

7.  To  assess  the  highwav  taxes  in  their  respective  towns  in  each  year,  as  provided  by  law. 

8.  To  ]»y  oak  and  establish  upon  aotoal  surveys,  as  herdnafter  provided,  saoh  new  roads  in 

th«r  rsqMCtiTe  towns  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper;  to  discontinue  such 
roads  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  have  become  unnecessary,  and  to  widen  or  alter  such 
roads  when  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  public  convenience,  and  perform  all  other 
duties  respecting  UgliwayB  and  bridges  directed  by  tikis  chapter. 

INTOXIGATmO  LIQUOBS. 

Sec.  1548.   The  Town  Boards,  Village  Boards  and  Common  Ooaneik  of  the  respective 

towns,  villages  and  cities  may  grant  license  to  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  proper,  to  keep 
groceries,  saloons  or  other  places,  within  their  respective  towns,  villages  or  cities,  for  the  sale  in 

Joantitiee  lees  tlum  one  gallon  of  strong,  spirituous,  nmit,  ardent  or  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be 
rank  on  the  premises ;  and  in  like  manner  may  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  in  any  quantity  of 
such  liquors  not  to  be  drank  on  the  premises.  The  sum  to  be  paid  for  such  license  for  the  sale 
of  such  liquor  to  be  drank  on  the  premises  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty>five  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollais;  and  for  the  sale  of  such  liquors  not  to  be  drank  <m  the  pranises  shall 
be  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  forty  dollars. 

Sbc.  1549.  £very  applicant  for  such  license  shall,  before  delivery  thereof,  file  with  such 
tsvn,  village  or  ci^  derlc  a  bond  to  the  State  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  with  at 
least  two  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  authorities  granting  the  license,  who  shall  each  justify 
in  double  its  amount  over  and  above  their  debts  and  liabilities  and  exemptions,  and  be  freehold- 
ers and  residents  of  the  county,  conditioned  that  the  applicant,  during  the  continuance  of  his 
license  will  keep  and  maintain  an  orderly  and  well-regulated  hooso;  that  he  will  permit  no 
gambling  with  cards,  dice  or  any  device  or  implement  for  that  purpose,  within  his  premises  or 
any  out-house,  yard  or  shed  appertaining  thereto;  that  he  will  not  sell  or  give  away  any  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  any  minor,  having  good  reason  to  believe  hhn  to  be  such,  unless  upon  the  writ- 
ten order  of' the  parents  or  guardian  of  such  minor,  or  to  persons  intoxicated  or  bordering  upon 
intoxiGation,  or  to  habitual  drunkards ;  and  that  he  will  pay  all  damages  that  may  be  recovered 
\j  any  person,  and  that  he  will  observe  and  obey  all  orders  of  such  Supervisors,  Trustees  or 
.Adermen,  or  any  of  them,  made  pursuant  to  law.  In  case  of  the  breach  of  the  condition  of 
any  such  bond,  an  action  may  be  brought  thereon  in  the  name  of  the  iState  of  Wisconsin,  and 
Judgment  shall  be  entered  against  the  principals  and  sureties  therein  named  for  the  full  penalty 
thereof ;  and  execution  may  issue  thereupon  by  order  of  the  court  therefor,  to  satisfy  any 
judgment  that  may  have  been  recovered  against  the  principal  named  in  said  bond,  by  r<>;ts()ii  of 
»ny  breach  in  the  conditions  thereof,  or  for  any  penalties  of  forfeitures  incurred  under  this  chap> 
ter.  If  more  than  one  judgment  shall  have  been  recovered,  the  court,  in  its  discretion,  may 
apply  the  proceeds  of  said  bond  toward  the  satis&ction  of  said  several  judgments,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  in  such  manner  as  it  may  see  fit. 

Sec.  1550.  If  any  person  shall  vend,  sell,  deal  or  traffic  in  or  for  the  purpose  of  evading 
tiiis  chapter,  g^ve  away,  any  spirituous,  malt,  ardent  or  intoxicating  liquors  or  drinks  in  any 
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SmnAtj  wbAtomr  without  fint  having  obtained  lieenae  therefor,  aeoording  to  the  provinoM  ef 
is  chapter,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
punished  by  fine  of  not  lens  than  ten  nor  more  than  forty  dollars,  besides  the  costs  of  suit,  or. 
in  lieu  of  such  fine,  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  of  the  proper  county  not  to  exceed  sixtj 
days  nor  lees  than  twenty  days  ;  and,  in  case  of  punishment  by  fine  as  above  provided,  sudi  per 
son  shall,  unlt.'ss  the  fine  and  costs  be  paid  forthwith,  be  comraittt'd  to  the  county  jail  of  the  proper 
county  until  such  fine  and  costs  are  paid,  or  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law  ;  and,  in  cue 
ol  m  aeoond  or  aov  robaeqaent  eonviolion  «f  tiie  aame  penon  wiring  any  one  year,  the  ponish- 
ment  may  be  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  discretion  of  the  oonrt. 

Sec.  1o51.  Upon  complaint  made  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  by  any  person  that  he 
knowa  or  has  good  reuson  to  believe  that  an  ofi'ense  against  this  chapter,  or  any  violation  thereoii 
has  been  oommitted,  he  shall  examine  the  complainant  on  oath,  and  he  shall  reduce  sadi  ooq* 
plaint  to  writing  and  cause  the  same  to  be  sabscribed  by  the  person  complaining.  And  if  it 
shall  appear  to  such  Justice  that  there  is  ri  a  i>nnhle  cause  to  believe  that  such  offense  has  been 
committed,  he  shall  immediately  issue  his  warrant,  reciting  therein  the  substance  of  such  com- 
plaint and  requiring  the  offioer  to  whom  sooh  warrant  shall  be  directed  forthwith  to  arrest  die 
accused  and  bring  him  before  such  Justice,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law;  and  the  same  war- 
rant may  require  the  officer  to  summon  such  persons  as  shall  be  therein  named  to  appear  at  tii» 
trial  to  give  evidence. 

Sio.  1652.   The  District  Attomej  of  the  proper  oonn^  shall,  on  notice  given  to  hnn  Ij 

the  Justice  of  the  Peace  before  whom  any  such  complaint  shaU  be  nwde,  attend  the  trial  before 
such  Justice  and  conduct  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

Sec.  1553.  Every  supervisor,  trustee,  alderman  and  justice  of  the  peace,  police  officeri 
marshal,  deputy  marshal  and  eonatable  of  any  town,  village  or  city  who  shall  know  or  be  credi- 
bly informed  that  any  offense  has  been  committed  against  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shsB 

make  complaint  against  the  person  so  offending  within  their  respective  towns,  villages  or  cities 
to  a  proper  Justice  of  the  Peace  therein,  and  for  every  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do  every  such 
offioer  shall  forftit  twen^^five  doilais,  and  the  Treasurer  of  each  town,  village  or  cily  ihu  pros- 
ecute therefor. 

Sec.  1557.  Any  keeper  of  any  saloon,  shop  or  place  of  any  name  whatsoever  for  the  sale 
of  strong,  spirituous  or  malt  lii^uors  to  be  drank  on  the  premises  in  any  quantity  less  than  one 
gallra,  who  shall  sell,  vend  or  in  any  way  deal  or  traffic  in  or  for  the  parpoee  of  evading  this 
chapter,  give  away  any  spirituous,  ardent  or  tnalt  liquors  or  drinks  in  any  quantity  whatsoever 
to  or  with  a  minor,  having  good  reason  to  believe  him  to  be  such,  or  to  a  person  intu.xicated  or 
bordering  on  a  state  of  intoxication,  or  to  any  other  prohibited  person  before  mentioned,. shall  be 
deemed  gnil^  of  a  misdemeanor ;  nor  shall  anj  per8<m  sell  or  in  aiiy  way  deal  or  traffic  in,  or, 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  this  chapter,  give  away,  any  spirituous,  ardent,  intoxicating  or  malt 
liquors  or  (Irinks  in  any  quantity  whatsoever  within  one  mile  of  either  of  the  hospitals  for  the 
inaane ;  and  any  person  who  shall  so  sell  or  give  away  any  anch  liqaors  or  drinks  shall  bs 
deemed  gnilty  of  a  miademeaaor. 

BILLS  OF  EXCHAK6S  AND  PBOMISSOBY  NOTES.  . 

Sec.  1675.   All  notes  in  writing  made  and  signed  by  any  person  or  for  any  corporatioo, 

and  all  certificates  of  the  deposit  of  money  issued  by  any  person  or  corporation,  whereby  he  or 
it  shall  promise  to  pay  to  any  person  or  order,  or  unto  the  bearer,  any  sum  of  money,  as  therein 
mentioned,  shall  be  due  and  payable  as  therein  expressed,  and  shall  have  the  same  effect  and 
shall  be  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  inland  bills  of  exchange,  according  to  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants. But  no  order  drawn  upon  or  accepted  by  the  Treasurer  of  any  county,  town,  city,  village 
or  school  district,  whether  drawn  b^  any  officer  thereof  or  any  other  person,  and  no  obligation  aor 
initnument  made  by  such  oozporabmi  or  any  offiew  thereof,  nnleaa  ezprMsly  anthoriMd  by  lav 
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to  be  Wide  n^jotiable,  Bhall  be,  or  ehall  be  deemed  to  be,  negotiable  aooording  to  llie  eostoms  of 

mrchants,  in  whatever  form  they  may  be  drawn  or  made. 

Ssc.  1680.  On  all  bills  of  exchange  payable  at  sight,  or  at  future  day  certaan,  within 
Am  State,  and  all  negotiable  promissory  notes,  orders  and  drafts  payable  at  a  future  day  cer- 
tain, within  this  State,  in  which  there  is  not  an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  grace  should 
be  allowed  in  like  manner  as  it  is  allowed  by  the  custom  of  merchants  on  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
payable  at  the  expiration  of  a  certain  perioil  afler  date  or  sight.  The  provisions  of  this  section 
duul  not  extend  to  any  bill  of  exchange,  note  or  draft  payable  on  demand. 

Sec.  1684.  All  notes,  drafts,  bills  of  exchange  or  other  negotiable  paper  maturing  on 
Sunday  or  upon  any  l^pd  holiday  shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  next  preoeding  secular  day. 


HOURS  OP  LABOR. 

Sec.  1728.  In  all  manufactories,  work-shops  and  other  places  used  for  mechanical  or 
manafiw^ring  parposes,  the  time  of  labor  of  ehildran  under  eighteen  years  of  age  and  of  women 
employed  therein,  shall  not  exceed  eight  hours  in  one  day ;  and  any  employer,  stockholder, 
director,  officer,  overseer,  clerk  or  foreman  who  shall  compel  an^  woman  or  any  child  to  labor 
exceeding  eight  hows  in  any  one  day,  or  who  shall  pennit  any  child  under  fourteen  years  of  age 
to  labor  more  than  ten  hours  in  any  one  day  in  any  such  place,  if  he  ahail  have  control  over 
such  child  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  or  who  shall  employ  at  manual  labor  any  child  under  twelve 
years  of  age  in  any  factory  or  work-shop  where  more  than  three  persons  are  employed,  or  who 
shall  employ  any  chOd  of  twelve  and  under  fourtem  yein  of  age  in  any  sadx  Iketory  or  work- 
-hop  for  more  th:in  seven  months  in  any  one  year,  shall  fyrtAi  not  loM  uian  five  nor  more  than 
dfty  dollars  for  each  such  offense. 

Sbo.  1729.  In  all  engagements  to  labor  in  any  manu&cturing  or  mechanical  business, 
where  there  is  no  exprees  contract  to  the  contrary,  a  day's  work  shall  consist  of  eight  hours,  ani^ 
til  engagements  or  contracts  for  labor  in  such  cases  shall  be  SO  construed ;  bat  this  shall  nof 
apply  to  any  contract  for  labor  by  the  week,  month  or  year. 


FORM  OF  CONVEYANCES. 

Sbo.  2207.  A  deed  of  qmtclaim  and  release  of  the  form  in  common  use  or  of  the  form 
hereinafter  provided,  shall  be  suOicient  to  pass  all  the  estate  which  die  grantor  oonld  lawfiiUy 

convey  by  deed  of  bargain  and  sale. 

^EC.  220t^.   Conveyances  of  land  may  he  in  substantially  the  following  form: 

WAllRANTY  DKED. 

A  B,  grantor  of  —  County,  Wisconsin,  hereby  conveys  and  warrants  to  C  D,  grantee, 
of  — — —  County,  Wisconsin,  for  the  sum  of  dollus,  the  following  tract  (^land  in 

-  County. 

(Ant  de*rribe  the  premuet.) 

Witness  the  hand  and  seal  of  sud  grantor  this  day  oC  ,  18—. 

In  the  presence  of  ^ 

[seal.] 


QUITCLAIM  DBBD.    — —  [SEAL.] 

A  B,  grantor,  of  County,  Wisoonsin,  hereby  quitclaims  to  G  D,  grantee,  of  

Goan^,  Wisconsin,  for  the  sum  of  <  dollars,  the  following  tract  of  land  hi  —  Covnlj, 

( Ilrrt  dfteriht  thr  premitri  ) 

Witness  the  hand  and  seal  of  said  grantor  this  day  of  ^  18 — . 

Ill  presence  of  ) 

 y   [seal.] 

 ;  J  — —    [seal.] 
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Such  deeds,  when  executed  and  ackDowledged  as  required  by  law,  shall,  when  of  the  &m 
of  the  above  forms,  have  the  effect  of  aoonveyanoe  in  fee  simple  to  the  grantee,  his  hein  iiA 
assigns  of  the  premises  therein  named,  together  with  all  the  appurtenances,  rights  and  privileM 
thereto  belonging,  with  a  covenant  from  the  grantor,  his  heirs  and  personal  representatives,  tut 
he  ia  lawful^  wied  of  the  premises ;  has  good  rigiit  to  eoBvej  the  same ;  that  he  goann- 
teesthe  gnntee,  his  heirs  and  assigns  in  the  qoiet  posseeiion thereof ;  that  the  same  are  freefron 
all  inctimbninces.  and  that  the  grantor,  his  heirs  and  personal  representatives  will  forever  war- 
rant and  defend  the  title  and  possession  thereof  in  the  grantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns  affainst  lU 
lawfiil  elaims  wbatsoerer.  Any  exceptions  to  such  covenants  may  -  be  briefly  hasertea  in  sock 
deed,  following  the  description  of  the  land;  and  when  in  tlie  second  of  the  above  forms,  shall 
have  the  effect  of  a  conveyance  in  fee  simple  to  the  grantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  all  the  right, 
title,  interest  and  estate  of  the  grantor,  either  in  possession  or  expectancy,  in  and  to  the  prem- 
ises therein  deseribed,  and  all  rights,  priril^es  and  appnrteiianoes  thereto  belonging. 


MO£TGAG£S. 

Sec.  2209.    A  mortgage  may  be  substantiBlly  in  the  following  form  : 

A  B,  mortgagor,  of    • '    "  County,  Wisconsin,  hereby  mortgages  to  C  D,  mortgages,  of 

—  County,  Wisconsin,  fbr  the  sum  of  —  dollars,  the  following  tract  of  land  in  — 
Coanty. 

( ffrre  dfiertbf  the  pTfmitfM  ) 

This  mortgage  is  given  to  secure  the  following  indebtedness : 
'Arcatete  ammmi  vf  wwmrti  nrf  farm  »f  indOttdmm,  wAetAtr  emneu,  bond  9r  oOtrwiie,  Umt     tkm  ipke»  im,  nit 

of  intrrfnt,  hi/  onri  to  trhom  payable,  rtr.) 

The  mortgagor  agrees  to  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments  on  said  premises,  and  the  sum  of 
dollars  attorney's  fees  in  case  <tf  foredosnre  thereof. 
Witness  the  hand  and  seal  of  said  mortgagor  this  —  day  of       » 18—. 
In  presence  of  i 

————  — — —  V  [seal. 

—  ■' — J   [seal: 

vbon  executed  and  acknowledged  aoconiin^r  to  law  shall  have  the  cffe^^t  of  a  conveyance  o 
the  land  therein  described,  together  with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  appuricnaaces  thereunto 
fadonging  in  pledge  to-the  mortgagee,  his  heirs,  assigns  and  legal  representatives  for  thepaymcat 
of  the  indebtedness  therein  set  forth,  with  covenant  from  the  mortgagor  that  all  taxes  and  stsos* 
ments  levied  and  assessed  upon  the  land  described  during  the  continuance  of  the  mortgage  sbaU 
be  paid  previous  to  tiie  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes,  &a  fully  as  the  fonss 
of  mortgage  now  and  heretofore  in  common  use  in  this  State,  and  may  be  foreclosed  in  the  ssme 
manner  and  with  the  same  effect,  upon  any  default  being  made  in  any  of  the  ConditiODS  thenof 
as  to  payment  of  either  principal,  interest  or  taxes. 


ASSIGNMENT  OF  MORTGAGE. 

Sec.  2210.    An  assignment  of  a  mortgage  substantially  in  the  following  form : 

For  value  reomved  I,  A  B,  of  — ,  Wisooosin,  hereby  assign  to  C  D,  of  ,  Ws* 

consin,the  within  mortgage  (or  a  certain  mortgage  executed  to  by  E  F  and  wife,  of  ■ 

County,  Wisconsin,  the  day  of  ,  18 — ,  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of 

Deeds  of       —  County,  Wisconsra,  in  Vd.  of  mortgages,  on  page  )y  together  wiA 

the  and  indebtedness  therein  mentioned. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  day  of  ^— ^  18-^ 

In  presence  of  ) 

—  j  A  B.  [«AL.] 
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dull  be  safficient  to  vest  in  the  assignee  for  all  purposes  all  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee 
andor  die  mortgage,  and  tiie  amount  of  the  indebtednen  doe  thereon  at  ttie  date  of  assignment. 
Such  MBiflnm-r**.  -when  indorsed  upon  the  original  vaattf^gB,  shall  not  require  aa  ■dcnowledg' 
meat  in  order  to  entitle  the  same  to  be  recorded. 

V 

TITLB  TO  SEAL  PBOFBBTT  BY  DESCENT. 

Sbc.  2270.  When  any  person  shall  die,  seized  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditamenti,  or 
any  right  thereto,  or  entitled  to  any  interest  therein  in  fee  simple,  or  for  the  life  of  another,  not 
haviag  lawfully  devised  the  same,  they  shall  descend  subject  to  hia  debts,  except  as  provided  in 
the  next  aeetion,  to  the  manner  Mowing; 

1.  In  equal  shares  to  his  children,  and  to  the  lawful  issue  of  any  deceased  child,  by  right 

of  representation ;  and  if  there  be  no  child  of  the  intestate  living  at  his  death,  his 
estate  shall  descend  to  all  his  other  liiieul  descendants ;  and  if  all  the  said  descendants 
are  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  the  intestate,  they  shall  share  the  estate  equally, 
otherwise  they  shall  take  according  to  the  right  of  representation. 

2.  If  he  shall  leave  no  lawful  issue,  to  his  widow  i  if  he  shall  leave  no  such  issue  or  widow, 

to  his  parents,  if  Uraig;  snd  if  either  shall  not  be  living,  the  survivor  shall  inherit 
his  said  estate.  If  a  woman  shall  die,  leaving  no  issue,  her  estate  shall  descend  to 
her  husband,  if  she  shall  have  one  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  and  if  she  shall  leave, 
surviving  her,  neither  issue  nor  husband,  to  her  parents,  if  living ;  and  if  either  shall 
not  be  living,  the  survivor  shall  inherit  her  said  estate. 
8.  If  he  shall  leave  no  lawful  issue,  nor  widow,  nor  father,  nor  mother,  his  estate  shall 
descend  in  equal  shares  to  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  to  the  children  of  any  deceased 
brother  or  sister,  b  v  right  of  rcpresentaUen. 

4.  If  the  intestate  shall  leave  no  lawful  issue,  widow,  &ther,  mother,  brother  nor  sister, 

his  estate  shall  descend  to  his  next  of  kin  in  equal  degree,  except  that  when  there  are 
two  or  more  collateral  kindred  in  equal  degree,  but  claiming  through  different  ances- 
tors, those  irilo  daim  tiirongh  dia  nearest  ancestor  shall  be  prsforsd  to  those  claiming 
through  an  ancestor  more  remote;  provided,  however, 

5.  If  any  person  die  leaving  several  children,  or  leaving  one  child,  and  the  issue  of  one  or 

more  other  ehildren,  and  any  such  surviving  child  shall  die  under  age,  and  not  haTine 
been  married,  all  the  estate  that  came  to  the  deceased  child,  by  inheritance  from  such 
deceased  parent,  shall  descend  in  equal  shares  to  the  other  children  of  the  same  parent, 
and  to  the  issue  of  any  such  other  children  who  shall  have  died,  by  right  of  representation. 

6.  If,  at  the  death  of  such  child,  who  shall  die  under  age,  and  not  liaving  been  married,  all 

the  other  children  of  his  said  parent  shall  also  be  dead,  and  any  of  them  shall  have  k'ft 
issue,  the  estate  that  came  to  said  child  by  inheritance  from  his  said  parent,  shall 
descend  to  all  the  issue  of  the  other  children  of  the  same  parent ;  and  if  all  the  said 
issue  are  in  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to  said  child,  they  shall  share  the  said  estate 
equally ;  otherwise  they  shall  take  according  to  the  right  of  representation. 

7.  If  the  intestate  shall  have  no  widow  nor  kindred,  his  estate  shall  escheat  to  the  State, 

and  be  added.to  the  capital  of  the  school  fund. 
Sec.  2271.  When  the  owner  of  any  homestead  shall  die,  not  having  lawfully  devised  the 
same,  such  homestead  shall  descend  free  of  all  judgments  and  claims  against  such  deceased 
oner  or  bis  estate^  mc&pt  mortgages  lawfully  executed  iherson,  and  laborsn'  and  mecbaaics' 
liens,  in  the  manner  fdlowing : 

1.  If  he  shall  have  no  lawful  issue,  to  his  widow. 

2.  If  he  shall  leave  a  widow  and  issue,  to  his  widow  during  her  widowhood,  and,  upon  her 

marriage  or  death,  to  his  heirs,  according  to  the  next  preceding  section. 

3.  If  he  shall  leave  issue  and  no  widow,  to  such  issue,  according  to  the  preceding  section. 

4.  If  he  shall  leave  no  issue  or  widow,  such  homestead  shall  descend  under  the  next  pre- 

ceding section,  snijset  to  lawfiil  liens  thereon. 
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OF  WILLS. 

Sec.  2277.  Every  person  of  full  age,  and  any  married  woman  of  the  age  of  eighteen  vean 
and  upward,  being  of  sound  mind,  seized  in  his  or  her  own  right  of  any  lands,  or  of  anj  right 
thereto,  or  entitled  to  any  interest  thefMn,  desoendible  to  his  or  her  heirs,  may  derise  and  dis- 
pose of  the  same  by  last  will  and  testament  in  writing ;  and  all  such  estate  not  disposed  of  bj 
will,  shall  descend  as  the  estate  of  an  intestate,  being  chargeable,  in  both  cases,  with  the  ptj- 
meat  of  all  his  debts  or  her  debts,  except  as  provided  in  tJie  next  preceding  chapter,  and  insw- 
tion  twenttr-two  hundred  and  eighty.  I 

Sec.  z278.  Every  devise  of  land  in  any  will  shall  be  construed  to  convey  all  the  e8t*te 
of  the  devisor  therein,  which  he  could  lawfully  devise,  unless  it  shall  clearly  appear  by  the  inll 
thnt  the  devisor  intended  to  conrey  a  leas  estate. 

Sec.  2279.  Any  estate,  right  or  interest  in  lands  acquired  by  the  testator,  after  the  making 
of  his  will,  shall  pass  thereby  in  like  manner  as  if  possessed  at  the  time  of  making  the  wili,  if 
incb  shall  manifestiT  appear,  by  the  will,  to  baTO  been  the  intention  of  the  testator. 

Sec.  2280.  When  any  homestead  shall  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  the  owner  thereof,  the  devisee  shall  take  the  same,  free  of  all  judgments  and  claims 
against  the  testator  or  his  estate,  except  mortgages  lawfully  executed  thereon,  and  laborers'  »nd 
mechanics'  liens. 

Sec.  2281.  Every  person  of  full  age,  and  every  married  woman  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  upward,  being  of  sound  mind,  may,  by  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  bequesth  | 
and  dispose  of  all  his  or  her  personal  estate  remaining  at  his  or  her  deoesse,  and  all  his  or  her 

rights  thereto  and  interest  therein,  subject  to  the  payment  of  debts;  and  all soeh  estate  not  dis- 
posed of  by  the  will  shall  bo  administered  as  intestate  estate. 

Sec.  2284.  All  beneficial  devises,  legacies  and  gifts  whatsoever,  made  or  given  in  &nj  will 
to  a  subscribmg  iritness  thereto,  shall  be  whdiy  void,  unless  there  be  two  other  competent  Sib- 
scribing  witnesses  to  the  same  ;  hut  a  mere  charge  on  tlic  lands  of  the  devisor  for  the  pajmut 
of  debts,  shall  not  prevent  his  creditors  from  being  competent  witnesses  to  his  will. 

Sec.  2285.  But  if  such  witness,  to  whom  any  beneficial  devise  may  have  been  made  or 
given,  would  have  been  entitled  to  any  share  of  the  estate  of  the  testator,  in  case  the  will 
not  established,  then  so  much  of  the  share  that  would  have  descended  or  been  distributed  to 
such  witness  as  will  not  exceed  the  devise  or  bequest  made  to  him  in  the  will,  shall  be  saved  t«j 
him,  and  he  may  recover  the  same  of  the  devisees  or  legatees  named  in  the  inll,  in  pnportMn 
to  and  out  of  the  parts  devised  or  be(jueathed  to  them. 

Sbc.  2286.  When  any  cliild  shall  be  born,  after  the  making  of  his  parent's  will,  and  no 
provision  shall  be  made  therein  for  him,  such  diild  shall  Imve  the  same  share  in  the  estate  of  the 
testator  as  if  he  had  died  intestate ;  and  the  share  of  such  child  shall  be  assigned  to  him,  as  pro- 
vided by  law,  in  case  of  intestate  estates,  unless  it  shall  he  apparent  from  the  will  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  testator  that  no  provision  sliould  he  made  for  such  child. 

Sbc.  2290.  No  will,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  revoked,  unless  by  bumtng,  tearing  caa> 
oeling  or  obliterating  the  same,  with  the  intention  of  revoking  it,  by  the  testator,  or  by  some 
person  in  his  presence,  atid  by  his  direction,  or  by  some  other  will  or  codicil  in  writing,  execotei 
as  prescribed  in  this  chapter,  or  by  some  other  writing,  signed,  attested  and  snbsenbed  in  the 
manner  provided  in  this  chapter,  for  the  ^ceovtion  of  a  will ;  excepting,  only,  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  section  shall  prevent  the  revocation  implied  by  law,  from  suDseqnent  changes  in 
the  condition  or  circumstances  of  the  testator.  The  power  to  make  a  will  implies  the  power  to 
revoke  the  same. 

OF  THE  ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN. 

Sec.  4021.  Any  inhabitant  of  this  State  may  petition  the  County  Court,  in  the  county  of 
his  residenoe,  for  leave  to  adopt  a  child  not  his  own  by  birth;  but  no  such  petition  made  by  a 
married  person  shall  be  granted,  unless  the  husband  or  wife  of  the  petitioner  shall  join  tbeiein; 
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oor  shall  any  sach  petition  be  granted,  unless  the  child,  if  of  the  age  of  foarteoi  years,  or  more, 
■hall  coiMnt  lihwelo  in  initing,  in  the  presence  of  the  court 

Sio.  4022.  No  such  adoption  shall  be  made,  without  the  written  consent  of  the  livinj^; 

parents  of  such  child,  unless  the  court  shall  find  that  one  of  the  parents  has  abandoned  the  <  liihi, 
or  gone  to  parts  unknown,  when  such  consent  may  be  given  by  the  parent,  if  any,  having  the 
care  of  tlie  diild.  In  ease  where  neither  of  the  parents  is  living,  or  if  liTinff,  have  abandoned 
the  child,  sach  consent  may  be  given  by  the  guardian  of  such  child,  if  any ;  ifsuch  child  has  no 
guardian,  such  consent  may  be  given  by  any  of  the  nextof  kin  of  such  child,  residing  in  this  State, 
or,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  by  some  suitable  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  court. 

2.  In  case  of  a  child  not  boirn  in  lawful  wedlock,  such  consent  msj  be  given  by  the  mother, 
if  she  is  living,  and  has  not  abandoned  such  child. 

Sec.  4023.  If  upon  such  petition  and  consent,  as  herein  provided,  the  County  Court  shall 
be  satisfied  of  the  identity  and  the  relations  of  the  persons,  and  that  the  peiitiuncr^  are  of  suffi- 
d«&t  ability  to  bring  op,  and  famish  saitsUe  nurture  and  education  for  the  child,  having  refer- 
ence to  the  degree  and  condition  of  its  parents,  and  that  it  is  proper  that  .such  adoption  sliall 
ttke  effect,  such  court  shall  make  an  order,  reciting  said  facts  that,  from  and  after  the  date 
thereof,  saeb  diild  sbsN  be  deemed,  to  all  legal  intents  and  purposes,  the  diild  of  the  petitioners ; 
aod  by  such  order  the  name  of  such  child  may  be  changed  to  that  of  the  parents  by  adoption. 

Sec.  4024.  A  child  so  adopted,  shall  be  deemed  for  the  piirposes  of  inheritance  and  succes- 
sion by  such  child,  custody  of  the  person  and  rieht  of  obedience  by  such  parents  by  adoption, 
and  all  other  legal  conseqnenoss  snd  inddents  of  the  natorsl  rslation  of  parents  and  children, 
Aeasmetoall  intents  and  purposes  as  if  such  child  had  been  bom  in  lawful  wedlock  of  such 
parents  by  adoption,  excepting  that  such  child  shall  not  be  cspable  of  taking  property 
expressly  limited  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  such  parents. 

The  natural  parents  of  sach  child  shall  be  deprived,  by  such  order  of  adoption,  of  all  legal 
rights  whatsoever,  respecting  such  child,  and  such  childshall  be  freed  firom  all  legal  obligations  of 
tQaintenance  and  obeaienoe  to  such  natural  parents. 

INTEBBST. 

The  l^;a1  rate  of  interest  is  7  per  cent   A  higher  rate  of  interest,  not  exceeding  10  p«r 

« nt.  may  be  contracted  for,  but  the  same  must  be  clearly  expressed  in  writing.  If  a  higher 
rale  than  10  per  cent  is  collected  or  paid,  the  party  so  paying  may,  by  himself  or  his  legal  rep-" 
resentative,  recover  treble  the  amount  so  paid  above  the  10  per  cent,  if  the  action  is  brought 
widiin  one  year,  and  all  bills,  notes,  or  other  contracts  whatsoever,  whereby  a  higher  rate  than  10 
per  csnt  is  seenzed,  shall  be  liable  for  the  principal  sum,  but  no  interest  shall  ^  reooTwed. 

JURISDICTION  OF  COURTS. 

The  Circuit  Courts  have  general  jurisdiction  over  all  civil  and  criminal  actions  within  their 
vespectiTe  drcuits,  subject  to  a  re-examination  by  the  Supreme  Court 

The  County  Courts  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  the  probate  matters  in  their  respective 
ooontiee,  and  shall  have  exclusive  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  counties  of  Brown,  Dodge,  Fond 
da  Lac,  Milwaukee  and  Winnebago  in  all  cases  of  appeals  firom  Justices  of  the  Pesos  in  civil 
ictions,  and  all  oases  commenced  in  Justices*  Courts  thereb,  there  shall  be  an  answer  put  in, 
showing  that  the  title  of  lands  will  come  in  question. 

And  such  Cotirts  shall  have  concurrent  and  equal  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  actions  and  pro- 
eeedingB  with  the  Cireuit  Courts  of  said  counties  to  the  following  extent  respectively : 

The  County  Court  of  Brown,  when  the  value  of  the  property  in  oontroTSnj,  after  deduet* 
ing  all  paymeuts  and  set-offs,  shall  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

The  County  Court  of  Dodge  County,  when  such  valae  shall  not  exceed  twenty-fire  tfaonssnd 
doDais. 
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The  Coaaty  Goart  of  Foad  da  L«c,  whea  sach  Tslae  shall  not  exoeed  twentj  thonsaBd 
dollars. 

The  Gountj  Court  of  Milwaukee,  when  such  valiift  does  not  exoeed  five  million  dollars. 

The  County  of  Winnebago,  when  such  value  does  not  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
'  They  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  actions  for  foreclosure  where  the  value  does  not  exceed 
the  above  amoants,  rad  of  all  aetions  fbr  divorce  or  for  affirmation  or  annnllraent  of  marriage 
oontract. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  have  jorisdiotion  in  civil  matters  where  two  hundred  dollars  or  1m 
are  involved. 

The  criminal  jarisdiction  of  Jttstioes  extends  to  all  eases  where  Ae  fine  is  one  hundred  dol> 
km,  or  the  imprisonment  six  months. 

JURORS. 

An  persons  who  ve  dtiwns  of  the  United  States,  and  qualified  eleotora  of  the  State  shall 
be  liable  to  be  dmwn  aa  jnrors,  exoept  as  pronded  as  follows : 

The  following  persons  shall  be  exempt  from  serving  as  jurors : 

All  officers  of  the  United  States,  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary  of  State, 
Attorney  General,  State  Saperintendentand  Treasorer ;  all  Judges,  Clerks  of  Courts  of  Reoord; 
all  county  officers,  Constables,  attorneys  and  counselors  at  law,  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  anj 
rdigioua  society,  practicing  physicians,  surgeons,  dentists,  and  the  President,  professors  sod 
instructors  of  the  University  and  their  aasistMitBt  and  of  the  ae?enil  colleges  and  incorporate! 
academies ;  all  teachers  of  the  State  Normal  Schools,  one  teacher  in  each  common  school,  the 
officers  and  employes  of  the  several  State  institutions,  one  miller  in  each  grist-mill,  one  ferry- 
man at  each  licensed  ferry,  one  dispensing  druggist  in  each  prescription  drug-store,  all  telegrtph 
operators  and  sopwrintendentB,  conductors,  en^neers,  firemen,  ewleelon  and  station-agents  of 
any  railroad  or  canal,  while  in  actual  employment  as  such  ;  all  officers  of  fire  departments,  and 
all  active  members  of  iire  companies  organized  according  to  law  ;  all  persons  more  than  sixty 
yean  of  age,  wid  all  persons  of  unsound  mind  or  subject  to  any  bodily  infirmly  anoonttiig  to 
oisabili^ ;  all  persons  who  have  been  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  and  all  penons  who  Mve 
served  at  any  regular  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  as  a  grand  or  petit  juwr  within  <HM  JSir,  caoqit 
he  shall  be  summoned  on  a  special  venire  or  as  a  talesman. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT. 
Cspitsl  punishment  hss  been  abolished  in  IMm  State. 

WOLF  SCALPS. 
A  boonly  of  fiTe  dollaxB  is  paid  fat  eedi  wolf  scalp. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Whenever  either  of  the  articles,  as  commodities  hereafter  mentioned,  shall  be  sold  by  the 
bushel,  and  no  special  agreement  as  to  meesore  or  weieht  thereof  shall  be  mnde  by  the  psraei» 

the  measure  shall  be  ascertained  by  weight,  and  shall  be  computed  as  follows: 

Sixty  pounds  for  a  bushel  of  wheat,  clover  seed,  potatoes  or  beans. 

Fifty  pounds  for  a  bushel  of  green  apples ;  fifty-six  pounds  for  a  bushel  of  rutabagas,  flax- 
seed, rye  or  Indian  com  shelled,  and  sefenly  poonds  <tf  Indian  corn  unshelled;  fifly  pounds  for 
a  bushel  of  rape  seed,  buckwheat,  beets,  carrots  or  onions  ;  forty-eight  pounds  for  a  bushel  of 
barley ;  forty-five  pounds  for  a  bushel  of  timofliy  seed  ;  forty-four  pounds  for  a  bushel  of  pan- 
nips;  Ibrly^two  pounds  for  e  bushel  of  common  flat  turnips ;  thirty-two  pounds  fhr  •  bnshd  «f 
oats;  and  twenty^ht  poonds  tx  a  budiel  of  dried  iq|»plee  or  dried  pea<»ieB. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ABSTRACT  OP  LAWS.  279 


No  person  shall  sell,  buy  or  receive  in  store  any  grain  at  any  weight  or  measure  per  bushel 
other  than  the  standard  weight  or  measure  per  bushel  fixed  by  law ;  and,  for  anj  violation,  the 
offender  shall  forfeit  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

PAMAGES  FOR  TRE8PA88. 

Any  person  who  shall  willfully,  maliciously  or  wantonly  destroy,  remove,  throw  down  or 
injure  any  fence,  hedge  or  wall  inclosing  any  orchard,  pasture,  meadow,  garden,  or  any  field 
whatever  on  land  belonging  to  or  lawfully  occupied  by  another,  or  open  and  leave  open,  throw 
down,  injure,  remove  or  dMtroy  any  gate  or  ban  in  aaoh  fence,  hcil^e  or  wall,  or  cut  down,  root 
np,  sever,  injure,  destroy  or  car^  away  when  severed,  any  fruit,  shade,  ornamental  or  other  tree, 
or  any  shrub,  root,  plant,  firuit,  flower,  grain  or  other  vegetable  production,  or  dig  up,  sever  or 
earry  away  any  mineral,  earth  or  stone,  or  tear  down,  matilate,  deface  or  injore  any  building, 
flgn  board,  fence  or  railing,  or  sever  and  carry  away  any  part  thereof,  standing  or  being  upon  the 
land  of  another  or  held  in  trust,  or  who  shall  willfully,  maliciously  or  wantonly  cut  down,  root 
up,  injure,  destroy  or  remove  or  carry  away  any  fruit,  oniauieaiaJ  or  other  tree,  or  any  shrub, 
fruit,  flower,  vase  or  statue,  arbor,  or  any  ornamental  structure,  standing  or  being  in  any  street 
or  public  ground  in  any  city  or  village,  in  any  private  inclosure  or  highway,  or  destroy,  remove, 
mutilate  or  injure  any  milestone  or  board,  or  any  guide*po8t  or  board  erected  in  any  highway  or 
public  way,  or  on  any  turnpike,  plank-road  or  railroed,  or  deface  or  d>lilerate  any  device  or  inscrip- 
tbn  thereon,  or  eat  down,  break  down,  remove,  mutilate  or  injure  any  monument  erected  or  tree 
marked  for  the  purpose  of  designating  the  boundaries  of  any  town  or  tract  of  land  or  subdivision 
tiiereof,  or  deface  or  obliterate  any  figures,  letters,  device  or  inscription  thereon,  made  for  such 
purpose,  or  Ineak,  remove,  destroy  or  injure  any  post,  guard,  railing  or  lamp-post  or  lamp 
thereon,  erected  or  being  on  any  bridge,  street,  sidewalk,  alley,  court,  passage,  park,  public 
eroond,  highway,  turnpike,  plank  or  rail  road,  or  extinguish  or  break  any  lamp  on  any  such 
amp-poet,  or  tear,  deuce,  mutilate  or  injure  any  book,  map,  pamphlet,  chart,  picture  or  other 
property  bekm^ng  to  any  public  libxaiy,  or  tske  and  earry  away  ue  same  with  intent  to  oon- 
W  to  his  own  use,  or  shall  injure  or  destroy  any  personal  property  of  another,  shall  be  pun- 
nbed  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  more  than  six  months,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding 
mhendred  dollars. 

Any  person  who  shall  willfully,  maliciously  or  wantonly  kill,  maim,  mutilate,  disfigure  or 
injare  any  horse,  mule,  cattle,  sheep  or  other  domestic  animal  of  another,  or  administer  poison 
to  such  animal,  or  expose  any  poison,  with  intent  that  the  same  may  be  taken  or  swallowed  by 
wh  snimal ;  and  any  person  who  shall  overdrive,  overwork,  overload,  maim,  wound,  torture, 
torment,  cruelly  beat  or  kill  any  such  animal  belonging  to  himself  or  another,  or  being  the  owner 
or  having  the  care  or  charge  thereof,  shall  fail  to  provide  necessary  food,  water  or  shelter  for  any 
ndi  inima],  or  who  shall  turn  out  and  abandon,  without  proper  care  and  protection,  <Mr  eraelly 
tork  lay  swdi  animal  when  oM,  discaaed,  disabled  or  unfit  for  work,  or  shall  «any  «e  confine 
any  live  animal,  fowl  or  bird,  in  a  cruel  or  inhuman  manner,  or  who  shall  cause,  procure  or  abet 
anj  cruelty  above  mentioned,  or  the  fighting  or  baiting  of  bulls,  dogs  or  cocks,  shall  be  punished 
^^i^nsMune&t  in  tiie  county  jail  not  more  than  six  months  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  hu»> 

ESTRAYS. 

No  stray,  except  horses  and  mules,  shall  be  taken  up  by  any  person  not  a  resident  of  the 
town  m  whidi  it  is  round ;  nor  unless  it  is  found  upon  land  owned  or  occupied  by  him.  Eveiy 

finder  for  a  stray  must  notify  the  owner,  if  he  is  known,  within  seven  days,  and  request  him  to 

p«y  all  reasonable  charges  and  take  the  stray  away.  If  the  owner  is  not  known,  he  must  file  a 
Boiice  with  the  Town  Clerk  within  ten  days,  who  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  County 
Clerk. 

If  the  stray  is  not  worth  five  dollars,  the  finder  shall  post  a  copy  of  surh  notice  in  two  pub- 
lic places  in  such  town ;  if  it  exceed  five  dollars  in  value,  ne  shall  publish  such  notice  four 
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successive  weeks  either  ia  some  newspaper  published  in  the  county  or  m  an  adjoining  county,  if  one 
be  pnbluhed  never  his  reridenoe  than  any  pnbliriied  in  his  eoonty ;  bot  if  no  newspaper  is  pub- 
lished witliin  twenty  miles  of  his  residence,  then  he  must  post  such  notice  in  three  public  places 
in  hu  county.  Such  notice  shall  describe  the  stray  by  giving  its  marks,  natural  or  artificial,  u 
near  as  poesible,  the  name  and  randenee  ef  Ihe  finder,  spediying  the  leetion  and  town,  and  tin 
time  when  such  stray  was  taken  up.  For  ne^Unt  to  post  up  or  pobliah  as  required,  the  finder 
shall  be  liable  to  double  the  amount  of  damafres  sustained  by  the  owner.  For  neglect  to  post  or 
publish  for  one  year,  the  finder  shall  be  liable  for  its  full  value,  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of 
the  town,  and  the  amoant  recovered  to  be  added  to  the  echool  fond  of  saeh  town. 

The  finder  shall,  within  one  month,  cause  the  stray  to  be  appraised  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  a  certificate  of  such  appraisal  signed  by  such  Justice  filed  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  The 
finder  shall  pay  the  Justice  fifty  cents  lor  sadi  certificate,  and  ten  cents  per  mile  for  eadi  mile 
necessarily  traveled  to  make  the  same. 

The  owner  may  have  the  same  restored  to  him  any  time  within  one  year  after  such  notice 
is  filed  in  the  town  Clerk's  office,  by  proving  that  the  stray  belongs  to  him,  and  paying  all  lawful 
diaifes  incnrred  in  relation  to  the  same,  u  the  owner  and  finder  cannot  agree  as  to  the  diaiMii 
either  party,  on  notice  to  the  other,  may  apply  to  a  Justice  of  such  town  to  settle  the  same.  who. 
for  that  purpose,  may  examine  witnesses  upon  oath,  and  the  amount  found  due,  with  ibe 
costs,  shall  be  a  lien  upon  such  stray.  If  no  owner  applies  for  the  return  of  such  stray,  as  pro- 
vided, and  the  same  is  not  worth  more  than  ten  dollars,  it  shall  become  the  absolute  proper^  of 
such  finder;  but  if  the  appraisal  shall  exceed  ten  dollars,  it  shall  be  sold  at  public  auction  by 
the  Sherifi*  or  any  Constable  of  the  county,  on  the  request  of  the  finder,  and  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  one-half  the  proceeds,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  paid  to  the  IVasBurer  of  the  town  withis 
ten  days.  If  the  finder  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to'caoss  BUoh  sslSf  he  shall  psj  to  the  town  die 
value  of  such  stray,  to  be  recovered  by  the  town- 

If  any  person,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  shsU  take  away  such  stray,  withoat  fint 
paying  the  lawful  charges,  he  shull  be  liiJ  !<  to  the  finder  for  the  value  of  such  stray.  If  the  finder 
shall  neglect  to  do  any  act  proscribed  a!)uve.  he  shall  be  precluded  from  a0(|airtllg  any  ri|^  IS 
such  stray,  and  from  receiving  any  charges  or  expenses  relative  thereto. 

FBNCRS. 

The  OvcrsesfB  of  Highways  in  their  respective  towns,  the  Aldermen  of  dties  in  their 

respective  wards,  and  the  Trustees  of  villages  in  their  respective  villages,  shall  be  Fence  Viewen, 
and  in  towns  having  less  than  three  road  districts,  the  Supervisors  shall  be  Fence  Viewers. 

All  fences  four  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  in  good  repair,  consisting  of  rails,  timber,  boards 
or  stone  walls,  or  any  combination  thereof,  and  all  brooks,  rivers,  ponds,  creeks,  ditehes  and 
hedges  or  other  thinu?  which  shall  be  considered  equivalent  thereto,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Fence  Viewers,  within  whose  Jurisdiction  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  deemed  legal  and  sufficient 
fences.  Every  partition  of  afonce,  or  line  upon  which  a  fence  is  to  be  built,  made  by  the  ownen 
of  the  adjoining  lands,  in  writing,  sealed  and  witnessed  by  two  witnesses,  or  by  Fence  Viewers 
in  writing,  under  their  hands,  after  being  recorde<l  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  shall  oblige  such 
owners  and  their  heirs,  as  long  as  they  remain  owners,  and  after  parting  with  the  ownership, 
until  a  new  partition  is  made.  A  division  of  a  partition  fence,  or  line  upon  which  a  partitioo 
fence  between  adjoining  lands  shall  be  bnilty  may  be  made  by  Fence  Viewen  in  the  foUoving 
cases: 

1.  When  any  owner  of  uninolosed  lands  shall  desire  to  inclose  the  same,  he  may  hafsthe 

line  between  his  land  and  the  ailjoining  land  of  any  other  person  divided,  and  the  portion  apon 
which  the  respective  owners  shall  erect  their  share  of  the  partition  fence  ssaigned,  whether  esch 
adjoining  land  be  inclosed  or  not. 

2.  When  any  lands  belonging  to  different  persons  in  severalty,  shsll  have  been  occupied 
in  comm<Hi,  or  wiraoat  a  partition  fence  between  them,  and  one  of  the  ooonpents  shall  be  desironi 
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to  occupy  his  part  in  severaltv,  and  the  others  shall  refiiM  or  neglect,  on  demand,  to  dividtf 
with  him  the  line  where  Uie  fence  oaght  to  hm  iNult,  or  to  bdld  a  Mffident  ima$  on  hk  ptrt  of 
die  line,  when  divided,  ^  occupant  desiring  It  may  have  the  nme  cUvided,  and  the  anara  of 

each  assigned. 

3.  When  anj  controversy  siiall  arise  about  the  right  of  the  respective  occupants  in  parti- 
tkn  fineet,  or  their  oUigitions  to  nuuntun  the  same,  «tber  party  may  have  the  line  dividec^  and 

4e  share  of  each  assigned. 

In  either  case,  application  may  be  made  to  two  or  more  Fence  Viewers  of  the  town  where 
die  lands  lie,  who  shall  give  reoaoDAble  notioe  in  writing  to  each  party,  and  they  shall  in  wnting 
ander  their  hands,  divide  the  partition  fence  or  line,  and  assign  to  each  owner  or  occupant  his 
share  thereof,  and  in  the  second  and  third  cases  direct  within  what  time  e:i€h  p;irty  sliall  build 
or  repair  his  share  of  the  fence,  having  regard  to  the  season  of  the  year,  and  shall  file  such  deci- 
sioB  in  tlie  Town  Clerk's  office.  If  either  party  shall  neglect  or  refose  to  build  or  repair  within 
the  time  so  assigned,  his  part  of  the  fence,  the  other  may,  af^cr  having  completed  llis  OWn  part, 
build  or  repair  such  part,  and  recover  doublo  the  expense  thereof.  ' 

Where  dm  whflb  or  a  greater  ahaM  than  bd«mg|B  to  him  baa  been  Inult  hy  one  of  die  oeen- 
pants,  before  oompbunt  to  l£e  Fenee  Yiewan,  the  other  shall  be  oUigad  to  pay  fiv  his  ahare  of 
«uch  fence. 

Where  unincloeed  land  is  afterward  inclosed,  the  owner  shall  pay  for  one-half  the  partition 
ftnee  epon  the  Une  between  him  and  any  other  owner  or  oeenpant. 

If  any  person  shall  determine  not  to  keep  inclosed  any  part  of  his  land  a<ljoining  any  par^ 
tition  fence,  and  shall  give  six  months'  notice  of  such  determination  to  all  adjoining  occupanta, 
heihdl  not  be  required  to  maintiMn  any  part  4^  mdi  finoe  daring  the  time  bis  land*  aball  lie 
epcn. 

LANDLORD  AlID  TENANT. 
The  oosnmon  law  right  to  destrain  for  rent  is  abolished. 

The  atonement  of  a  tenant  to  a  stranger  shall  be  absdatdy  TOid,  and  shall  not  in  anywiM 
effect  the  possession  of  his  landlord,  unless  it  be  made 
L   With  the  conaantof  the  tandlord;  or 

2.  PMiant  to^  or  in  oonaeqnenoe  o^  a  jodgment  or  order  of  a  eourt  onnpetent  juris- 
diction; or 

3.  To  a  purchaser  upon  a  judicial  sale,  who  shall  have  acquired  title  to  the  lands  by  a 
conveyance  thereof,  after  tiie  pwiod  for  redempdon,  if  any,  has  expired.  A  tenancy,  a  will  or 
snfferance  may  be  determined  by  the  landlord,  giving  one  month's  notice  to  quit,  or  the  tenant 
giving  one  month's  notice  of  his  intention  to  quit,  or  if  the  terms  of  payment  are  for  less  than  a 
month,  notice  eqnal  to  the  time  between  payments,  or  for  non-payment  of  rent,  foarteen  days* 
notice  to  quit.  Soeib  notioe  aball  be  served  by  delivering  the  same  to  such  tonant,  or  to  some 
p-Tson  of  proper  age  residing  on  the  premises,  or  if  no  such  person  can  be  found,  by  affixing  the 
iaine  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  premises,  where  it  may  be  conveniently  read,  and,  at  the  expi- 
lation  of  the  time  required  after  the  service  of  such  notioe,  tiie  landlord  may  re-mtor,  or  main- 
tain an  action  for  tlie  recovery  of  the  possession  thereof,  or  proceed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
iaw  to  remove  such  tonant  witliout  further  or  other  notice  to  quit.  If,  aftor  giving  notice  of  detor- 
oiinfttion  to  quit,  the  tenant  neglects  or  refuses  to  deliver  up  the  premises,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
doable  the  lent  agreed  apon,  to  be  ooUected  tiie  aame  as  nngle  rent. 

MARKS  AND  BRANDS. 

Every  Town  Clerk  shall,  on  application  of  any  person  residing  in  his  town,  record  a 
description  of  the  marks  or  brands  with  which  such  person  may  be  desirous  of  marking  his 
bonea,  cattle,  sheep  or  hogs ;  bat  the  aame  deeeriptUm  afai^  not  be  recorded  or  nsed  by  more 
than  one  leaidBnt  of  the  aame  town.  If  any  person  shall  mark  any  of  hia  hones,  catUe»  sheep 
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or  hogs,  with  the  same  mark  or  brand  previously  recorded  by  any  resident  of  the  same  towTi. 
and  while  the  same  mark  or  brand  shall  be  used  by  such  remdent,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  sucii 
offense  ^ ;  if  anj  person  shall  willfully  mark  or  brand  any  of  the  hones,  cattle,  sheep  or  hop, 
of  any  other  person  vrith  his  mark  or  brand,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offense  $10  ;  and.  if 
any  person  shall  willfully  destroy  or  alter  any  mark  or  brand  upon  any  of  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep 
or  hogs  of  anodier,  he  ebell  ferfeit  910,  and  pay  to  the  party  injured  doable  damages. 

8UBVB70BS  AND  SUBVBYS. 
A  County  Smreyor  is  elected  every  two  yrars. 

The  surveyor  may  appoint  and  remove  deputies  at  will,  on  filine  a  certificate  tiMKOf 
the  County  Clerk.   He  shall  be  MaponaiUe  on  his  bond  for  the  fiuthfol  perfimnanoe  bj  eniy 
deputy  of  his  duties. 

It  ahall  be  the  dnfc^  of  tibe  Gomify  Surveyor : 

(1.)   To  execute,  himself  or  by  his  deputy  ,  any  snrrej  whieh  may  be  nqntred  of  hun  bj 

order  of  court,  or  upon  application  of  any  individual  or  corporation. 

(2.)  To  make  a  record  of  the  plat  and  field  notes  of  each  survey  made  by  him  or  hit 
deputies,  in  recotd  books  kept  therefor,  and  to  ao  arraiwe  or  mdez  llie  aane  as  to  be  essyof 

reference,  and  to  file  and  preserve  in  his  office  the  origmar field  notes  and  calculations  thereof. 

(3.)  To  safely  keep  all  books,  records,  plats,  files,  papers  and  property  belonging  to  l.U 
office ;  afford  opportunity  to  examine  the  same  to  any  person  desiring,  and  deliver  the  same  to 
his  aiMMMiaor  in  oiBoe. 

{4.)  To  furnish  a  copy  of  any  record,  plat  or  paper  in  his  office^  to  any  penon  on  densBd 

and  payment  of  his  legal  fees  therefor. 

(5.)  To  administer  to  every  chainman  and  marker  assisting  in  any  survey,  before  ccm- 
mencing  their  duties  as  such,  an  oath  or  affirmation  faithfully  and  impartially  to  discharge  the 
dutiea  of  chainman  or  marker,  as  the  case  maybe;  and  the  avnreyor  and  hia  depntiM  sit 

empowered  to  administer  the  same. 

(6.)    To  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

The  surveyor  fuid  his  deputies  may  demand  and  receive  the  following  fees,  except  it  be  oths^ 
vise  ^reed  upon  wiA  the  partiiBS  employing  them,  to  wit ; 

For  each  day's  service,  ^S. 

For  each  mile  traveled  in  going  from  hia  office  to  the  place  of  rendering  service  and  return- 
ing, 10  cents. 

For  plat  and  eertifieate,  except  town  plats,  60  cents. 

For  recording  a  survey,  50  cents. 

For  each  chainman  and  marker  necessarily  employed,  $1.60  per  day,  unless  they  be  for* 
aidied  by  the  powm  for  whom  the  sorrsj  is  msde. 

For  linking  a  eopy,  10  cents  a  fidio^  and  25  cents  for  his  certificate. 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

Every  town  shall  relieve  and  support  all  poor  and  indigent  penons  lawfidlj  setdsd  dMnia> 
whenever  they  shall  stand  in  need  thereof,  excepting  as  follows: 

The  father,  mother  and  children,  being  of  sufficient  ability,  of  any  poor  person,  who  ia  bhoi 
old,  bune,  impotent  or  decrepit,  so  ss  to  be  unable  to  maintain  himsdf,  shall,  at  their  oea 
charge,  relieve  and  maintain  such  poor  person  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  ?uper 
visors  of  the  town  where  such  person  may  be,  and,  upon  the  fiulure  of  any  such  relative  so  to  do, 
the  Snpenrisofs  shall  apply  to  the  Gonnty  Judge  for  an  order  to  compel  sveh  relief. 

Lflgsl  setdement  may  be  acquired     <»e  year's  rssidsnce  in  a  town  of  dm  Stats. 
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KABBIBD  WOBfEN. 

1b  Wisconsin,  ihe  marriage  of  a  femme  sole,  executrix  or  administratrix,  extinguishes  her 
authority ;  and  of  a  female  ward,  terminates  the  guardianship  as  to  custody  of  person,  but  not 
as  to  estate.  The  husband  holds  his  deceased  wife's  lands  for  life,  unless  she  left,  by  a  former 
hubutd,  ime  to  whom  the  estate  might  deeoend.  Provisions  exist  by  which  powers  may  be 
given  to  married^women,  and  .regulating  their  execution  of  them.  If  husband  and  wife  are 
impleaded,  and  the  husband  neglects  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  wife,  she  applying  before  judg- 
msnt,  may  defend  without  him;  and,  if  he  loee  her  land,  by  default,  ahe  may  bring  an  actioD 
for  qectment  after  his  death.  The  real  estate  of  females  married  before,  and  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  those  after  February  21,  1850,  remain  their  separate  property.  And  any 
married  woman  may  receive,  but  not  from  her  husband,  and  hold  any  property  as  if  unmarried. 
She  may  inaiire  the  life  of  her  husband,  eon,  or  any  otiher  person,  for  her  own  exclusive  benefit. 
The  property  of  the  wife  remains  to  her  separate  use,  not  liable  for  her  husband's  debts,  and 
Botrahject  to  his  dirooeaL  She  may  convey  her  separate  property.  If  her  husband  desert 
her,  or  neglect  her,  ne  may  beeeme  a  sole  tnder;  and  ahe  tatqr  inavre  hie  life  fer  her  henefit. 
Her  husband  ia  not  liable  for  her  debts  contraeted  before  marriaee ;  the  individual  earnings  of 
the  wife  are  her  separate  property,  and  she  may  sue,  and  be  sued  alone,  in  regard  to  the  same. 
She  may  make  and  hold  deposits  in  saving- banks.  She  may,  by  a  separate  conveyance,  release 
her  dower  in  any  landa  which  her  hoBband  haa  conveyed. 

If  a  woman  has  authority,  she  can  transact  all  fier  husband's  business  for  him ;  and  while 
they  Uve  together,  the  wife  can  buy  ail  ^unily  thin^  neceasary  for  the  support  of  the  femily, 
and  for  wfaien  he  ia  liable. 

The  husband  is  reapoBiible  for  necessaries  supplied  to  his  wife,  if  he  does  notsapply  them 
himself ;  and  he  continues  so  liable,  if  he  turns  her  out  of  his  house,  or  otherwise  separates  him- 
self from  her  without  good  cause.  But  he  is  not  so  liable,  if  she  deserts  him  (unless  on  extreme 
provocation),  or  if  he  turns  her  away  for  good  canse.  If  ahe  leavea  him,  because  he  treata  her 
?o  ill,  that  she  has  good  right  to  go  from  nim,  this  is  the  same  thing  as  turning  her  away,  and 
she  carries  with  her  his  credit  for  idl  necessaries  supplied  to  her ;  but  what  the  misconduct  must 
be,  to  i^ve  lliia  right,  ia  oncertain.  In  America  the  law  moat  be^  and  undoubtedly  is,  that  the 
wife  is  not  obliged  to  stay  and  endure  cruelty  and  indecency. 

If  a  man  lives  with  a  woman  as  his  wife,  and  represents  her  to  be  so,  he  ia  re^ondhle,  the 
same  as  if  she  were  his  wife,  even  if  it  is  known  that  she  is  not  his  wife. 


ACTIONS. 

An  diatmetiona  have  been  aboHahed,  and  there  te  now  but  one  ferm,  which  moat  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  name  of  the  real  party  in  interest,  except  in  case  of  executors,  administrators  and 
trustees,  and  which  is  b^un  by  the  service  of  a  sunuuons  on  the  defendant,  to  be  answered 
nithhi  twenty  daya. 

ARREST. 

Defendant  may  be  arrested :  1.  In  an  action  to  recover  damages  not  on  contract,  where 
tte  defendant  ia  a  non-reaident,  w  ia  about  to  remove  from  the  State,  or  where  the  action  ia  fer 
injury  to  the  person  or  character,  or  for  injury  to,  or  wrong  taking,  detaining  or  conrertillg 
property,  or  in  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  property  taken  under  felse  pretenses. 

S.  In  an  action  fer  a  fine  or  penalty  or  for  money  received  or  property  embeisled  or 
fraudulently  misapplied  by  a  public  officer  or  attoniej,  solicitor,  or  counsel  or  officer  of  a  corpora* 
tion  as  such,  or  feotor  agent  or  broker,  or  for  miaoonduct  or  neglect  in  official  or  profeeaioDal 
employment. 

8.  In  an  action  to  reoover  property  uignady  detained  where  it  ia  so  concealed  that  ^ 
Sheriff  cannot  find  the  same. 
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4.  Where  the  defend&nt  was  guilty  of  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  or  in  concealing  or 
dj^podng  of  the  property  for  die  taking,  detaining  or  disposing  of  whidi  the  aotioD  is  bron^t 

An  affidavit  must  l>e  made  on  the  part  of  tiie  plaintiff,  atating  the  oaose  of  actioa  and  one 
of  the  above  caoees. 

ATTAGCOfENT 

is  allowed  on  an  affidavit  that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  plaint^,  and  stating  the  amonnt  and 
that  it  is  due  on  contract ;  and, 

1.  That  defendant  has  absconded,  or  is  about  to  abscond,  or  is  concealed  to  the  if^jory  <^ 
hlB  creditors. 

2.  That  defendant  has  assigned,  diapoaedor  otmoealed  his  proper^  or  is  about  to  do  so 
with  intent  to  defraud  creditors. 

8.  ^at  tiie  definidant  has  removed,  or  is  about  to  remove,  hia  property  from  the  State 
xith  intent  to  defraud  creditors. 

4.    That  the  debt  was  fraudulently  contracted. 
6.    That  he  is  a  non-resident. 

6.  Or  a  foreign  corporation. 

7.  That  he  has  firandolently  conveyed  w  disposed  of  his  property  with  intent  to  defittod 
creditors. 

The  amonnt  sned  for  must  exceed  S^O. 

GABNISHHENT 

is  allowed  on  an  affidavit  on  behalf  of  the  creditor,  that  he  believes  that  any  third  person  (nami^ 
him)  has  property  eibctB,  <Hr  credits  of  defendant,  or  is  indebted  to  him»  also  in  ezecntion,  en  a 
similar  affidavit. 

JUDGMENT 

is  a  lien  on  real  estate  in  the  county  where  rendered  from  the  date  of  docketing,  and  in  other 
counties  from  the  time  of  filing  a  transcript,  and  the  lien  continues  for  ten  years.  It  bears 
interest  at  7  pw  oent»  or  as  high  as  10  per  osnt  if  stipdated  for  in  the  contract 

STAY  LAWS. 

In  Justices'  Courts,  on  giving  bond  with  snre^  within  five  days  after  jndgment  was  rsn> 

dered,  stay  of  execution  is  allowed,  as  follows : 

On  sums  not  exceeding  $10,  exclusive  of  costs,  one  month ;  between  $10  and  $30,  two 
mcmths ;  between  980  and  #50,  three  mondis;  over  150,  four  months. 

EXEMPnOKS. 

A  homestead  not  exceeding  forty  acres,  used  iV  r  agricttltare  and  a  residence,  and  not 
included  in  a  town  plat  or  a  city  or  village ;  or,  insteail,  one-quarter  of  an  acre  in  a  recorded 
town  plat,  city  or  village.  Also,!,  Family  Bible ;  2,  Family  pictures  and  school-books;  3, 
Private  librarv ;  4,  Seat  or  pew  in  church ;  5,  Right  of  burial ;  6,  Wearing-apparel,  beds,  bed- 
steads and  bedding,  kept  and  used  in  the  family,  stoves  and  appurtenances,  put  up  and  used, 
cooking  utensils  and  household  furniture  to  the  value  of  $200,  one  gun,  rifle  or  fire-arm  to  the 
value  of  8^0  ;  7,  Two  cows,  ten  swine^  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  horse  or  mule,  or,  in  lien 
thereof,  a  span  of  horses  or  mules,  ten  sheep  and  the  wool  therefrom,  necessary  food  for  exempt 
stock  for  one  year,  provided  or  growing  or  both,  one  wagon,  cart  or  dray,  one  sleigh,  one  plow, 
one  drag  and  other  farm  utensils,  including  tackle  for  the  teams  to  the  value  o(  8^0 ;  8,  Provis- 
ions and  Inel  for  the  fomily  for  one  year;  9,  Tools  and  implements  or  stodc-in-trnde  of  a 
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mechanic  or  miner,  used  and  kept,  not  exceeding  $200  in  value,  library  and  implements  of  a 
pidenional  man  to  the  value  of  $200 ;  10,  Money  arising  firom  insurance  of  exempt  property 
(lestrovetl  by  fire;  11,  Inventions  for  debts  against  the  inventor;  12,  Sewing-machines;  lo, 
Sword,  plate,  books  or  articles  presented  by  Congress  or  Legislature  of  a  State;  14,  Phnting- 
Mlerial  and  pnaics  to  the  value  of  91«500;  15,  Earnings  of  ft  manned  penmi  neeeeeaiy  m 
tudlj  n^iort  iat  nzty  days  prerbns  to  iasaing  proceis. 

LIMITATIONS  OF  ACTIONS. 

Real  actions,  ttcenf//  7/<'arit :  persons  under  disabilities,  five  years  after  removal  of  the  same. 
Judgments  of  Courts  of  Kecord  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  sealed  instruments  when  the 
CNM  aoorofls  within  the  State,  twenty  yean.  Judgments  of  otiierOoarta  of  Record  and  sealed 
instrnraents  accruing  without  the  State,  ten  years.  Other  contracts,  statute  Kabilities 
other  than  penalties  and  forfeitures,  trespass  on  real  property,  trover  detinue  and  replevin, 
Its  years.  Actions  against  Sheriffs,  Coroners  and  Constables,  for  acts  done  in  their  official 
apacity,  except  for  escapes,  ihrm  yeart,  fiteatatory  penalties  and  forfeitures,  libel,  alaader, 
assault,  battery  and  false  imprisonment,  two  years.  Actions  against  Sheriffs,  etc.,  for  escapes, 
one  year.  Persons  under  disabilities,  except  infants,  may  briu^  action  after  the  disability  ceases, 
piomed  the  period  is  not  extended  more  than  jSee  years,  and  in&nta  one  year  afker  coming  of 
agS>  Actions  by  representatives  of  deceased  j)orsons,  one  year  from  death  ;  against  the  same, 
me  jifsar  from  granting  letters  testamentary  or  of  administration.  New  promise  must  be  in 
vriting. 

COMMERCIAL  TERMS. 

S — Means  dollars,  being  a  contraction  of  U.  S.,  which  was  formerly  placed  before  any 
danomination  of  money,  and  meant,  as  it  means  now^  United  States  onrrsney. 

£ — Means  pounds,  English  money. 

(51 — Stands  for  at  or  <o;  tt>  forpounds,  and  bbl.  for  barrels ;  ^  for  per,  or  by  the.  Thus : 
Batter  sells  at  20@30c  ^  ft,  and  Floar  at  $8@12  ^  bbl.  %  for  per  cent.,  and  t  for  nombers. 

May  1.  Wheat  sells  at  81.2O@01.25,  '*  seller  June."  Seller  June  means  that  the  peraoB 
who  sells  the  wheat  has  the  privilege  of  delivering  it  at  any  time  during  the  month  of  June. 

Selling  ekort  is  contracting  to  deliver  a  certain  amount  of  grain  or  stock  at  a  fixed  pnce, 
within  ft  certain  length  of  time,  when  the  seller  has  not  the  stock  on  hand.  It  is  for  the  interest 
of  the  person  selling  short  to  depress  the  market  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  that  he  may  buy 
aod  fill  his  contract  at  a  profit.    Hence  the    shorts  "  are  termed  bears." 

Buying  long  is  to  contrive  to  pnrdiase  ft  certain  amount  of  grain  or  shares  of  ttoek  at  a 
fixed  price,  deliverable  within  ftstipniated  time,  expecting  to  make  a  profit  by  the  rise  in  prices. 
The  longs  "  are  termed  "  bulls,"  as  it  is  for  their  interest  to  operate  "  60  as  to  toes  "  the 
prices  upward  as  much  as  poiisible. 

8UG0ES1T0KS  TO  THOSE  PUROHASINa  BOOKS  BT  SUBSCBIFTIOK. 

The  business  of  publishing  books  by  subscription  having  so  often  been  bronght  into  dfare- 
puteby  ^enta  making  representations  and  declarations  not  authorised  by  the  publi^Iar,  in 

order  to  prevent  t}mt  as  much  as  possible,  and  that  there  may  he  more  general  knowledge  of 
the  relation  such  agents  bear  to  their  principal,  and  the  law  governing  such  cases,  the  following 
Statement  is  made: 

A  subscription  is  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  of  mutual  promises,  by  which  the  subscriber 
tgreea  to  pay  a  certain  sum  for  the  work  de^ribed ;  the  consideration  is  concurrent  that  the 
publisher  sn^l  publish  the  book  named,  and  deliver  the  same,  for  which  the  subscriber  is  to 
pay  the  price  named.  The  nature  and  character  of  the  work  is  described  by  the  prospeetas 
and  sample  aliown.    Theae  should  be  carefully  examined  before  subaoribing,  as  they  are  the 
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basis  and  consideration  of  the  promise  to  pay,  and  not  the  too  often  exaggerated  statements  of 
Ae  agent,  who  is  merelT  emploTed  to  tolrait  aabtoriptions,  for  whidi  he  u  vntallj  p&id  •  ooa- 
mission  for  each  subscnbcr,  and  has  no  anthorilj  to  change  or  alter  the  conditions  upon  which 
the  subscriptions  are  authorized  to  be  made  by  the  publisher.  Should  the  agent  assume  to 
agree  to  make  the  subscription  conditional  or  moidify  or  change  the  agreement  of  the  publisher, 
as  aet  ont  the  prospectus  and  sample,  in  order  to  Innd  the  principal,  the  subscriber  ahedd 
see  that  such  condition  or  changes  arc  stated  ow  or  in  ooonsetion  with  his  signtrtwrffj  to  that 
the  publisher  may  have  notico  of  the  same. 

All  persoiu  making  contracts  in  refiwenoe  to  matters  of  Ais  kind,  or  any  odier  ba^isn^ 
should  remember  that  the  law  as  written  is,  that  they  cannot  be  alteied,  varied  or  rcsdnded 
verbally,  but,  if  done  at  all,  must  be  done  in  writing.  It  is  therefore  important  that  all  persons 
contemplating  subscribing;  should  distinctly  understand  that  all  talk  before  or  after  the  sub- 
seription  is  made,  is  not  Mmisrible  as  evidence,  and  is  no  part  of  the  contract 

Persons  employed  to  solicit  subscriptions  are  known  to  the  trade  as  canvassers.  They  are 
agents  appointed  to  do  a  particular  business  in  a  prescribed  mode,  and  have  no  authority  to  do 
it  in  any  other  way  to  the  prejudice  of  their  prineii»l,  nor  can  they  bind  their  principal  in  any 
other  matter.  Ther  cannot  collect  money,  or  agree  that  payment  may  be  made  in  aaythmg 
else  but  money.  They  cannot  extend  the  time  of  payment  beyond  the  time  of  delivery,  nor 
bind  their  principal  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  in  their  business. 

It  wonld  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble^  and  oftmi  serimis  Ices,  if  persons,  before  signing 
their  names  to  any  subscription  book,  or  any  written  instrument,  would  examine  osnlolly  iriist 
it  is  i  if  they  cannot  read  themselves  call  on  some  one  disintereeted  who  can. 


COJ!fSTITUTION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  WISCONSUf. 

OOXr  Z>B  ITS  BD. 


PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  People  of  Wisconsin,  grafeful  to  Almighty  God  for  our  freedom  ;  in  order  to  Hfciire 
il»  blewingi^  form  a  more  perfect  government^  inmre  domestic  tran^uiiliti/,  and  promote  the 

Abticle  I. 

DECLAIUTION  OF  RIGHTS. 

Section  1.  All  men  are  born  free  and  independent,  and  have,  among  other  rights,  thoee 
of  life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of  happiness.    Governments  are  instituted  to  secure  these  rights. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  neither  daveiy  iuht  infolantary  BervHade^  exoept  fat  the  tmnisli- 
mcnt  of  crimes. 

Sbc.  8.    Liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  shall  not  be  abridged. 
8io.  4.   The  n^t  of  the  people  to  peaceably  aMemble  to  oraralt  finr  the  oominon  good 
ehall  never  be  abridged. 

Sec.  5.    The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  6.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  pun- 
lAiiieiitB  inflicted. 

Skc.  7.    In  criminal  prosecutions,  the  rights  of  the  accused  shall  be  protected. 

8sc.  8.  Criminal  offenses  shall  be  prosecuted  on  presentment  of  agrandjoiy.  No  one 
4liall  be  twlee  put  in  ieopardy  for  die  ssme  oflbnse,  nor  be  compelled  to  he»  witness  sfponst 
lumielf.  Every  one  shall  have  the  right  of  giving  bail  except  in  capital  offenses ;  end  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  except  in  case  of  rebellion  jpr  invasion. 

Sec.  9.    Every  person  is  entitled  to  a  certain  remedy  for  an  injuries  or  wrongs. 

Bbo.  10.  Tr»i8on  consists  in  levying  war  against  the  State,  or  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
in  enemies.    Two  witnesses  arc  necessary  to  convict  a  person  of  the  crime. 

Sbo.  11.   The  people  are  to  be  secure  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures. 

Sic.  12.  Bills  of  attainder,  ex  post  fteto  laws,  or  laws  impsiring  obligatioii  of  eimtracts, 
•shsll  never  be  passed. 

Sec.  13.    No  property  shall  be  taken  for  public  use  without  compensation. 

Sec.  14.    All  laws  in  the  State  are  allodial.    Feudal  tenures  are  prohibited. 

Sio.  15.    The  rights  of  property  are  the  same  in  residsnt  aliens  aiid  dtiMiiS. 

Sec.  in.    No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt. 

Sbc.  17.    Wholesome  exemption  laws  shall  be  passed. 

Sio.  18.  liberty  of  eonsnenee  and  rights  of  woidup  shsll  never  be  abridged.  The 
public  money  .shall  never  be  applied  to  sectarian  nsss. 

Sbc.  19.   Mo  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  finr  any  office. 
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Sia  20.   The  military  shall  be  in  atriot  gabordinadon  to  tlw  dvil  power. 

Sec.  21.    Writs  of  error  shall  never  be  prohibited  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  A  free  government  can  onlj  be  maintained  bj  adhering  to  justice,  moderatioii» 
temperance,  frugalitjr  and  virtoe. 

Article  II. 

BOUNDARIES. 

Section  1.  The  boundary  of  the  State,  beginning  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  State  of 
niinoia,  rona  with  the  boundary  line  of  Michigan,  through  Ldce  Michigan  wad  Chreen  Bay,  to 
the  month  of  the  Menominie  River:  up  that  stream  and  the  Brule  River  to  Lake  Brule;  along 
theaondiem  shore  of  that  lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Desert;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  head 
of  Montreal  River;  down  the  main  channel  of  that  stream  to  the  middle  of  Lake  Superior; 
thence  through  the  center  of  said  lake  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Louis  River ;  up  the  channel  of  that 
stream  to  the  first  rapids;  thence  due  south  to  the  main  branch  of  the  St.  Crnix;  down  that 
river  and  the  Mississippi  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Illinois ;  thence  due  east  with  the  northern 
boundary  of  that  Stato  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sio.  2.  The  propotitbns  in  the  enwling  act  of  Coogren  are  aocepted  and  coofimed. 

Artiglb  UL 

suffrage. 

Section  1.  The  qualified  electors  are  all  male  persons  twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upward, 
who  are  (1.)  white  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  (2.)  who  are  white  persons  of  foreign  birth  that 
have  dechured  thwr  intenlioiH,  aooovding  to  law,  to  become  dtiiens;  (8)  who  axe  peraona  of 
Indian  blood  a&d  dtiiens  of  the  United  States ;  and  (4.)  ciTiliaed  Indiana  not  membera  of  any 
tribe. 

Sec.  2.  Persona  nnder  guardianship,  such  as  are  non  com  pus  mentis  or  insane,  and  those 
convicted  of  treason  and  felony  and  not  paidoned,  are  not  qualified  electors. 

Sec.  8.  All  votce  ahall  be  by  ballot,  except  Ibr  townahip  officera  when  otherwiae  direeted 
by  law. 

Sbc.  4.   No  person  shall  be  deemed  to  hare  lost  his  residence  by  reason  of  his  abaenoe  oo 

business  for  the  State  or  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  in  the  army  or  nayy  shall  become  »  resident  of  the  Stato  in  eonsa- 
quence  of  beins  stationed  therein. 

Sec.  6.  rmona  convicted  of  bribery,  larceny  or  any  infamona  crime^  or  those  who  bet 
on  deotioDS,  may  be  ezcladed  by  law  from  the  right  of  anfiifage. 

*  Article  IV. 

LE(3ISLATIVE. 

Section  1.    The  Legislative  power  is  vested  in  a  Senate  and  Assembly. 

Sec.  2.  Members  of  the  Assembly  shall  never  number  less  than  fifty-four,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred;  of  the  Senato,  not  more  than  one-third,  nor  lass  than  one-fourth  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly. 

Sec.  3.  Census  shall  be  taken,  every  ten  years,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  beginning 
wiA  185S,  when  a  new  apportionment  of  members  of  die  Senato  and  Aaaembly  shall  be  made; 
also,  after  each  United  States  census. 

Sec.  4.  Members  of  the  Assembly  shall  be  cbosm  OQ  the  Tuesday  succeeding  the  first 
Monday  of  November  of  each  year. 

Saa  6.  Membera  of  the  Senato  shall  be  elected  Ibr  two  years,  at  the  same  time  and  in 
the  same  manner  aa  membera  of  the  Assembly. 
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810.  6.  No  person  shall  1m  eligible  to  tbe  Legidatnre,  unleeB  a  reBident  of  tiie  State  one 

jear,  and  a  qualified  elector. 

Sec.  7.  £ach  House  shall  be  tbe  judge  of  tbe  qualifications  of  its  members.  A  miyori^ 
■hall  be  neceseary  to  form  a  quoram. 

Sec.  8.    Each  House  shall  make  its  own  rules. 

Sec.  9.    Each  House  shall  choose  its  own  officers. 

Sec.  10.    Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings. 

Sao.  11.   The  LegtsUture  shall  meet  at  the  seat  of  govenuiMit  once  a  year. 

Sec.  12.  No  member  shsll  be  dig^le  to  any  other  eiTil  office  in  tbe  BMb,  during  ihe 
term  for  which  bevas  elected. 

Sec.  18.  No  member  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  of  the  United  States,  during  the  term 
tat  which  he  was  elected. 

Seo.  14.  Writs  election,  to  fill  vanncies  in  either  Hoo8e»  shall  be  issued  by  the  Go?« 
emor. 

Sbo.  15.  Bxeept  treason,  tHkmy  and  breach  of  the  peace,  members  are  privileged  from 
snrest  in  all  cases;  nor  subject  to  any  civil  process  during  a  session. 
Sec.  16.    Members  are  not  liable  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

Sec.  17.  The  style  of  all  laws  shall  be,  "  The  people  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  rep- 
resented in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows:" 

Sec.  18.    Private  or  local  bills  shall  not  embrace  more  than  one  subject. 

Seo.  19.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House,  and  a  bill  passed  by  one  House  may  be 
amended  hw  the  otiher. 

Sec.  20.   Yeas  and  aajs,  at  the  request  of  onfr«xdi  <^  the  members  present,  shall  be 

entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  21.  [Each  member  shall  receive,  as  an  annual  compensation,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  and  ten  cents  Ibr  each  mile  tnvided  in  gmng  to  and  returning  from  the  seat  of  gov- 
emment].    As  amended  in  1867. 

Sbo.  22.  Boards  of  Supervisors  may  be  vested  with  powers  of  a  local,  legislative  and 
administrative  character,  aoch  as  shall  be  conftrred  hj  the  Lc^atnre. 

Sec.  23.  One  q^tem  only,  of  town  and  omin^  gpTemment,  shall  be  established  by  tbe 
LegisUture. 

Sbo.  24.   The  L^palatnre  shall  never  authorize  an^  lottery,  or  grant  any  divorce. 
Sec.  25.   Stationery,  for  State  nse  and  State  printmg,  shsll  be  let  by  contract  to  the  low- 
est bidder. 

Sbo.  26.  Extra  compensation  to  any  public  officer  shall  not  be  granted  after  sttvice  is 
rendered,  nor  shall  his  compensation  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office. 

Sec.  27.  The  Legislature  shall  direct,  by  law,  in  what  manner  and  in  what  Courts  suits 
against  the  State  may  be  brought. 

Sbo.  28.  Publio  officers  shall  all  take  an  oath  of  office. 

Sbo.  29.  The  L^slature  shall  determine  what  persons  shall  oonstltnte  the  militia,  and 
umy  provide  for  orpranizing  the  same. 

Sbo.  so.  Members  of  the  Legislature  shall  vote  viva  voce  in  all  elections  made  by 
tiieni. 

Sec.  31.  [Special  legislation  is  prohibited  (1)  for  chan<;ing  the  ntunes  of  persons,  or  con- 
stituting one  person  the  heir-at-law  of  another ;  (2)  for  layine  out,  opening  or  altering  high- 
ways, except  meertmn  esses;  (3)  for  aalliorising  persons  tolceep  ferries;  (4)  for  authorizing 
the  sale  of  the  property  of  BifaiOEB;  (6)  for  locating  a  county  seat ;  (6)  fbr  asssssment  of  taxes ; 
(7)  for  granting  corporate  powers,  except  to  cities;  (8)  for  apportioning  any  part  of  the  scliwl 
^d ;  and  (9)  for  incorporating  any  town  or  village,  or  to  award  the  charter  thereof].  Added 
by  amendment,  in  1871. 

Sec.  32.  [General  laws  shall  be  passed  for  the  transaction  of  any  bunncsi  {NTohibited  by 
Section  21  of  this  ArtidcJ   Added  by  amendment,  in  1871. 
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Article  V. 

Section  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  who  shall  hold  !nis  ofBo*  , 
two  years.   A  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same  .  arm.  | 

Sbo.  8.  GoTernor  and  Lieatenant  Governor  mutt  be  citiBent  of  the  United  StataB,  and  • 
qualified  electors  of  the  State.  | 

Sec.  8.    Governor  and  Lieutouukt  GoTemor  are  elected  at  the  times  and plaoesof  chooii^g 
members  of  the  Legislature.  ! 

Sec.  4.    The  GoTtmor  shall  be  (1)  commander-in-chief  of  the  militarv  and  naval  fiwoeief  , 
the  State ;  (2)  he  has  power  to  convene  the  Lej^islature  in  extra  session  ;  (3)  lie  shall  communi- 
cate to  the  Legislature  ail  necessary  information ;  (4)  he  shall  transact  all  necessarj^  buanesB 
with  <Jie  offioen  of  the  State ;  and  (5)  shall  expedite  dl  hipsbtive  mMSoras,  snd  see  that  ^  * 
laws  are  faithfully  executed. 

Sbo.  5.  ('The  Goyernor's  salary  shall  be  fire  thousand  doUais  per  annam.1  As  amended 
in  1869. 

Sec.  6.    The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons. 

Rkc.  7.    The  executive  duties  shall  devolve  upon  tiie  LieatMumt  GoTtenoT  when,  from  any 
eause,  the  executive  office  is  vacated  by  the  Governor. 

Sbc.  8.  The  Lieutenant  GoTemor  ehall  be  F^dent  of  the  Senate^   The  Seerelaiy  of  ; 
State  ehall  act  as  Governor  when  both  the  GoTemor  and  Lieutenant  Goremor  are  incapaettsted 
from  any  causes  to  fill  the  executive  office.  I 

Sec.  9.  [The  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollsn  per  I 
annum.]    As  amended  in  1869.  I 

Sec.  10.  All  legislative  bills  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  eignature  before 
they  become  laws.  Bills  returned  by  the  Governor  without  his  signature  may  become  laws  bj 
agreement  of  two-thirds  of  the  memlien  present  in  eaeh  honseb  I 

i 

Abtiolb  VL 
a9mz1ii8tbati0h. 

Section  1.  A  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer  and  Attorney  Genenl  shall  be  elected  at  the 
times  and  places  of  chooaing  members  of  the  Lflgis]atar%  wlio  shall  severslly  hold  their  offims 
for  two  years. 

Sao.  2.   TheSeeretary  ofStateshsIllceepareeordof  theoffieisi  sets  of  the  Lflgidatne 

and  Executive  Department.    lie  shall  be  ex  officio  Auditor. 

Sec.  8.   The  powers,  duties  and  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  and  Attoniey  General 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sio.  4.  Sherilb,  Conmen,  B^giatms  of  Deeds  and  Distriet  Attorn^  shall  be  deded  , 
every  two  yiats> 

Aeiiolb  VIL  I 

I 

JUDICIARY. 

SzcTroK  1.    The  Senate  ehall  form  the  Conrt  of  Impeachment.    Judgment  shall  not 
extend  further  than  removal  from  office  j  but  the  person  impeached  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  , 
trial  and  punishment,  aooording  to  law.  \ 

Sec.  2.    The  judicial  power  of  the  State  is  vested  in  a  Supreme  Owirt,  Circuit  Courts, 
Courts  of  Probate,  and  in  Justices  of  the  Peace.    Municipal  courts,  also,  may  be  authorized. 

Sbc.  3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only.  Trial  by  jury  is  not 
allowed  in  any  ease.  The  Conrt  shall  have  a  gOMral  superintending  eontroi  over  inferior  ooorts, 
and  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  oorpus,  mandsmns,  jayunetien,  qno  wazranto,  oertioiari,  asd 
other  original  and  remedial  writs. 
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S£C.  4.  [The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  one  Chief  Justice,  and  four  Asaodato 
Juticei,  each  for  Ae  term  of  ten  yewB.]  As  amended  in  1877. 

Sbc.  5.    The  State  shall  be  divided  into  five  Judicial  Circuits. 

Sbc.  6.    The  Legislature  may  alter  the  limits  or  increase  the  numher  of  the  circuits. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  a  Judge  ohesen  fat  each  Cireait»  who  shall  reside  therein ;  his 
term  of  office  shall  be  six  years. 

Sie.  8.   The  Giraiit  Courts  slnll  Itave  ori^nal  jnrisdietion  in  all  matters  dvil  and  erim* 

inal,  not  excepted  in  this  Constitution,  and  not  prohibited  horeaflv  by  law,  and  appellate  juris- 
diction from  all  inferior  courts.  They  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  man- 
d&inus,  injunction,  quo  warranto,  certiorari,  and  all  other  writs  necessary  to  carry  their  orders 
sod  jodgmcmts  into  effect. 

Src.  9.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  Supreme  or  Circuit  Judge  shill  be  filled  by  the  Gorer- 
nor.  Election  for  Judges  shall  not  be  at  any  g^eral  election,  nor  within  thirty  days  before  or 
after  said  election. 

Sec.  10.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Circuit  Courts  shall  reeeive  asalary  of  not  less  than 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  hold  no  other  office,  except  a  judicial  one.  during 
the  term  for  which  they  are  respectively  elected.  Each  Judge  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Ststes,  and  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  He  afiall  also  be  a  qnalified  elector  within 

the  jurisdiction  for  which  he  may  be  chosen. 

Sec.  11.  The  Supreme  Court  sh;ill  hold  at  least  one  term  annually.  A  Circuit  Court 
shall  be  held  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  in  each  county  of  this  State  organized  for  judicial  pur- 

POMS. 

Sec.  12.    There  shall  be  a  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  chosen  in  each  ooontj,  whose  term 

of  office  shall  be  two  years.    The  Supreme  Court  shall  appoint  its  own  Clerk. 

S£C.  13.  Any  Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  Circuit  Court  may  be  removed  from  office  by  vote  . 
«f  two>tlurds  of  sU  the  members  elected  to  bodi  Senate  and  Assembly. 

Sw.  14^  A  Judge  of  Ptobate  shall  be  deeted  in  each  county,  who  shall  hold  his  office  ftr 

two  years. 

Sbc.  15.  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  he  elected  in  the  several  towns,  lillsfles  and  cities  of 
dM  State,  in  soch  manner  as  the  L^islatnre  may  durect,  whose  term  of  office  shA  be  two  years. 

Their  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.    Laws  !«hall  be  passed  for  the  regulation  of  tribonals  of  oondliatioii*  These  may 
be  established  in  and  for  any  township. 

Sac.  17.  The  stj^le  of  all  writs  and  process  shall  be  The  State  of  Wisconsin."  Criminal 
pnseeations  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  aathority  of  the  State;  and  sU  indictments 

■hall  conclude  against  the  peace  and  dipnity-of  the  same. 

8bc.  18.    A  tax  shall  be  imposed  by  the  Legislature  on  all  civil  suitSy  which  shall  constio 
Me  a  fond,  to  be  applied  toward  the  payment  of  Uie  salary  of  Judges. 

8kc.  19.   Testimony  in  equitv  ctnses  diall  be  taken  the  earns  as  in  oases  at  law.  IHie 

office  of  Master  in  Chancery  is  pnmibited. 

Sec.  20.   Any  suitor  may  prossente  or  drfend  his  case  in  his  own         penon,  or  by 

attorney  or  agent. 

Sbc.  21.   Statute  laws  and  such  jndicisl  decisions  as  are  deemed  expedient,  shall  be  pub- 
lished.   No  general  law  shall  be  in  force  until  published. 

Sec.  22.  The  Legislature  at  its  first  session  shall  provide  for  the  appointment  of  three 
Commissioners  to  revise  the  rules  of  practice  in  the  several  Courts  of  Record  in  the  State. 

8io.  28.  The  Legislature  may  confer  judicial  powers  on  one  or  more  persons  in  each 
ornnized  county  of  the  State.  Powers  grsntsd  to  suoh  GommissioDers  shall  not  ezcssd  that  of 
a  Judge  of  a  Circuit  Court  at  chambers. 
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Abtiols  Till. 
IINAHCL 

Section  1 .   Taxation  ahaU  bo  vnifinni,  aad  tans  dull  be  Iwried  upon  mdi  praiMr^  w  dw 

Legislature  maj  prescribe. 

Bsc.  2.  [No  money  shall  b«  paid  out  <^die  treasury  except  in  pursuanoe  of  an  appro* 
priation  by  law.    Claims  made  againat  the  State  must  be  filed  within  six  jeats  after  bwring 

accrued.]    As  amended  in  1877. 

Sbc.  3.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  never  be  given  or  loaned  in  aid  of  any  individual, 
asaocifttioii  of  eorporstloD. 

Sec.  4.  The  Stato  shall  ntms  contract  any  pnblie  debt,  eieept  in  tiie  cases  and  maimer 
provided  in  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  5.   A  tax  shall  be  levied  each  year  sufficient  to  defray  estimated  expenses. 

Sec.  6.  Debts  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  thonaaad  dollars  may  be  eratiMtedby  the  State, 
which  shall  be  paid  within  five  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  7.  The  L^islature  may  borrow  money  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection  or 
defend  the  State  in  time  of  war. 

Sec.  8.    All  fiscal  laws  in  the  Legislature  shall  be  voted  on  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Sec.  9.  State  scrip  shall  not  be  issued  except  for  such  debts  as  are  authorized  by  the  sixth 
and  seventh  sections  of  this  article. 

Sbo.  10.   No  debt  for  internal  improrements  shall  be  contracted  by  die  State. 

Artiolb  IX. 

EMINENT  DOMAm  AND  PROPERTY  OF  THE  STATE. 

Section  1.    The  State  shall  have  concarrent  jurisdiction  on  all  riven  and  lakes  border 

ing  on  Wisconsin. 

Sbo.  2.  The  title  to  all  property  whidi  has  accrued  to  Ibe  Territory  of  Wisoonsin  shall 
real  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Sec.  8.  The  ultimate  proper^  in  and  to  all  lands  of  the  State  is  poeasased  by  tlie 
people. 

Article  X. 

EDUCATION. 

Section  1.  The  supervision  of  public  instruction  shall  be  vested  in  a  State  Superintend- 
ent and  audi  other  offieors  aa  the  IiM^tare  afanll  diraefe.   The  annual  tfompensation  of  ths 

State  Superintendent  shall  not  ezeeed  twelve  hundred  doUats. 

Sec.  2.  The  school  fund  to  support  and  maintain  common  schools,  academies  and  nor- 
mal schools,  and  to  purchase  apparatus  and  libraries  therefor,  shall  be  created  out  of  (1)  tbe 
proceeds  of  lands  from*  the  United  States;  (2)  out  of  finfritorea  and  eselraUis;  (8)  oat  rf 

moneys  paid  as  exemptions  from  military  duty;  (4)  out  of  fines  collected  for  breach  of  penJ 
laws;  (5)  out  of  any  grant  to  the  State  where  the  purposes  of  such  grant  are  not  specified;  ^6) 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  by  Congre9<<  Sep- 
tember 14,  1841 ;  and  (7)  ont  of  the  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  u» 
which  the  State  shall  become  entitled  on  her  admission  into  the  Union  (if  Congreaa  abell  con- 
sent to  such  appropriation  of  the  two  grants  last  mentioned.) 

SlO.  8.  District  schools  shall  be  establidied  by  bw  which  shall  be  free  to  all  children  bfr 
tween  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty  years.   No  seetariaa  instruction  shall  be  allowed  therein. 

Sec.  4.  Each  town  and  city  .'shall  rai?e  for  common  schools  therdn  by  taxation  naum  equal 
to  one-half  the  amount  received  from  tiie  school  fund  of  the  State. 
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Sic.  5.  ProviBions  shall  be  made  hy  law  for  the  distribatioa  of  the  income  of  the  school 
kuA  uDong  die  serml  towiu  and  cities  Ibr  the  support  of  oommon  Mdioali  flimiii ;  bvt  no 
appropriation  shall  be  made  when  there  is  a  failure  to  raise  the  proper  tax,  or  when  a  adiool 
•hall  not  have  been  maintained  at  least  throe  months  of  the  year. 

Sec.  6.  Prorision  shall  be  made  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  University.  The 
praeeeds  of  all  lands  granted  for  the  nipport  of  a  university  ty  the  United  States  shall  oODSti- 
tate  "the  University  fundf"  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  Ae 
State  UniTersity.    No  sectarian  instruction  shall  be  allowed  in  such  universi^. 

Sic  7.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Tressnrsr  soil  Attorosy  General  shsU  constitute  »  Board 
of  Commisrionm  to  sell  school  and  muTersi^  lands  and  finr  the  inTestmettts  of  tiie  proceeds 
thereof. 

Sec.  8.  School  and  university  lands  shall  he  appraised  and  sold  according  to  law.  The 
Commissioners  shall  ezecnte  deeds  to  purchasers,  and  shall  inTSSt  the  yoceods  of  tiie  asles  of 
ssch  lands  in  such  manner  as  the  Jjcgisfatare  shall  proyide. 

Article  XI. 

CORPORATIONS. 

SiCTiOH  1.  Corporations  without  hanlting  powers  may  be  finrmed  under  genend  laivs,  but 
shall  not  be  created  bj  special  'act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  in  cases  where,  in  the 

judgment  of  the  Legislature,  the  objects  of  the  corporation  cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws. 

&EC.  2.  No  municipal  corporation  shall  take  private  pruperty  fur  public  use,  against  the 
eonaent  of  the  owner,  except  by  jury  trial. 

Sec.  3.  Cities  and  incorporated  villages  shall  be  organized,  and  their  powers  restricted  by 
law  so  as  to  prevent  abuses.  fNo  county,  citv,  town,  vilii^e,  school  district,  or  other  municipal 
cofporation,  shall  beonne  indited  to  exceed  fi?e  per  centum  on  the  Talae  of  the  taxable  property 
tbcrsm.]    As  amended  in  1874. 

Sec.  4.    Banks  shall  not  be  created  except  as  provided  in  this  article. 

Sbc.  5.  The  question  of  "  bank  "  or  "no  bank  "  may  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
Stats;  and  if  a  nugority  of  all  the  totss  cast  shall  be  in  favor  of  banks,  the  Lflgubtore  shall 
hare  power  to  grant  bank  chartat,  or  pais  a  general  banking  law. 

AnncLB  XII. 

BienoN  1.   Amendments  to  the  Gonstitotion  may  be  proposed  in  either  house  of  the  Legis- 

hture,  and  referred  to  the  next  Legislature  and  published  for  three  months  previous.  If  agreed 
to  by  a  nuLjority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  then  the  amendment  or  amendments 
iImII  submit  them  to  the  vote  of  the  people;  and  if  the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such 
amendment  or  amendments,  they  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  If  a  convention  to  revise  or  change  the  Constitution  shall  he  deemed  necessary  by 
the  Legislature,  they  shall  recommend  to  the  electors  of  the  State  to  vote  at  tlie  next  generu 
election  for  or  against  tiie  ssme.  If  the  Tote  shall  be  for  the  calling  <^  such  convention,  then 
the  Legialatnn^  at  its  next  session,  shall  provide  Ibr  the  same. 

Article  XIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS. 

Sicnoir  1.  The  political  year  for  Wisconsin  shall  commsDce  on  the  lint  Monday  in  Jsn- 
in  each  year.  General  decti<»is  shall  be  holden  on  the  Tossday  snoeeeding  the  first  Monday 

in  Rovember. 

Sec.  2.    A  duelist  shall  not  be  qualified  as  an  elector  in  this  State. 
Sec  3.    United  States  officers  (except  Postmasters),  public  d^tnlters,  or  persons  convicted 
of  infiunoos  crimci,  shall  not  be  el^ble  to  office  in  this  State. 
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Sbo.  4.  A  ^^rcat  seal  for  the  State  shall  be  provided,  and  all  official  aotS  of  the  GoTWnor 
(except  his  approbation  of  the  laws),  shall  be  authenticated  thereby. 

Bw.  6.   Rflsklttnto  on  Indian  lands  may  vote,  if  duly  qualified,  at  the  poUa  nearest  thiir 

residence. 

Sec.  6.  Elective  officers  of  the  Legislature,  other  than  the  presiding  officers,  shall  be  a 
Ohief  (^eric,  and  a  Sergeant-a^Ann8,  to  be  eleeted  by  each  House. 

Sbo.  7.  No  county  with  an  area  of  nine  hundred  square  miles  or  less,  shall  be  divided, 
without  submittine  the  (|tiestion  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county. 

Sec.  8.  [Tlie  Legislature  is  prohibited  from  enacting  any  fecial  or  private  laws,  for  locatioz 
or  (hanging  any  county  seat.]  See  amendment  adopted  in  1871,  as  See.  81  (Snbdivision  5)  of 
Art.  I\° 

Sec.  9.  Officers  not  provided  for  by  this  Constitution  shall  be  elected  as  the  Legislature 
shall  direct 

Sao.  10.  The  Lc^pslature  may  declare  the  oases  in  which  any  office  shall  be  deemed 
vacant,  and  also  the  manner  of  filling  the  vaeancj,  where  no  provision  is  made  for  that  pnrpoM 

in  this  Constitution. 

Article  XIV. 

SCHSDULB. 

Section  1.  All  rights  under  the  Territorial  goveminent  are  oontinued  under  the  Stats 
government.    Territorial  processes  are  valid  after  the  State  is  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  Existing  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  not  repugnant  to  this  ConstttatiOB 
shall  remain  in  force  until  they  expire  by  limitation  or  are  altered  or  repealed. 

Sbo.  8.  All  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitaras  accruing  to  the  Territory  of  Wiaconsin  ehiO 
inure  to  the  use  of  the  State. 

Skc.  4.  Territorial  recognizances,  bonds  and  public  property  shall  pass  to  and  be  vested 
in  the  State.  Criminal  prosecutions,  offenses  committed  against  the  laws,  and  all  actions  at  lav 
and  snlts  in  equity  in  the  Territory  WisoMisin  shall  be  oontained  in  and  prosecnted  by  the 
State. 

Sbc.  5.  Officers  holding  under  authority  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin shall  continue  in  office  until  superseded  by  State  aatliority. 

Sbo.  6.  The  fir^^t  session  of  the  State  Legislature  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next,  and  shall  be  held  at  the  village  of  Madisoo,  which  shall  be  and  remain  the  seat  ol 
government  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sbo.  7.  Existing  county  and  town  officers  shsll  hold  their  offices  vntil  the  hepAtantS 
Uie  State  shall  provide  for  the  holding  of  elections  to  fill  suoh  offices. 

Sec.  8.  A  copy  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hud  before  Congress  at  its  present  session. 

Sbc.  9.  This  Constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  for  ratification  or 
rejection  on  the  second  Monday  in  March  next.  If  ratified,  an  election  shall  be  held  for 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Treasurer,  Attorney  General,  members  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  members  of  Congress,  on  the  second  Monday  of  May  next. 

Sec.  10.    [Omitted.    See  Section  1,  Chapter  8,  Acta  of  Extra  Session  of  1878.] 

Sec.  11.  The  several  elections  provided  for  in  this  Article  shall  be  conducted  nooording 
to  the  existing  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Sec.  12.    [OmitUi.    See  Section  1,  Chapter  3,  Acts  of  Extra  Session  of  1878.]  ^ 

Sec.  18.  Tlie  common  law  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall  oontinue  in  font 
in  the  State  until  altered  or  suspended  by  the  L^islature. 

Sbo.  14.  The  Senators  first  elected  in  the  even-numbered  Senate  distriett,  Ae  Ghvrenior, 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  other  State  officers  first  elected  under  this  Constitation,  shall  enter 
upon  their  duties  on  the  fir.^t  Monday  of  June  next,  and  hold  their  offices  for  one  year  from  the 
first  Monday  of  January  next.    The  Senators  first  elected  in  the  odd-numbered  districts  and  the 
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memben  of  the  Assembly  first  elected  shall  enter  upon  their  dati«a  on  the  fint  Hondfty  of  Jnno 
nest,  end  continue  in  office  until  the  first  Moiidriy  in  .liinuary  next. 

Sic.  15.  The  oath  of  office  ina^  be  administered  by  anj  Judge  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
■olil  the  Legidatiuro  shall  otherwue  direct. 


We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Gonyention  to  form  e  Constitution  for  the  State  of 
^nseoDsin,  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  thereof  for  their  ratificati<m  or  r^eetioo,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  is  the  Constitution  adopted  by  the  Convention.  . 

la  testimonv  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  Madison,  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
mary.A.  D.  1848. 

Morgan  L.  Martin, 
President  of  the  Oomention  and  DtUgate  frvm  Brown  Coun^, 

Thokas  HcHugh, 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  peoph  qf  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more,  "perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
insure  dameUie  tranquillitf/t  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  eeewre  the  bleninge  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterUy^  do  ordain  and  establish 
iJuM  OmefHtelioiB/or  Me  UniUd  Statet  of  Anuriea, 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress,  which  shall 
cooiisfc  «f  «  Senete  and  House  of  Represontfttivee. 

Sbc.  2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  second 
jeer  by  the  people  of  tlie  States,  and  electors  ahall  have  qualifications  for  electors  of  Uie  most 
namerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Representatives  must  be  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  must  have  been  seven  years  ettiMiia 
rf  tbe  United  States,  and  inhabitants  of  the  State  in  which  they  shall  be  chosen. 

Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  a])portioned  among  the  several  iStates  accordine  to 
population,  which  shall  be  detennin<<l  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 
toprentices  and  excluding  IndEwns  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  otho'  persons.  The  enumeration 
BDsll  be  made  within  three  years  after  tlie  first  nieetinir  of  Congress,  and  every  ten  years  there- 
after in  such  manner  as  Congrete  shall  by  law  ilirect.  States  shall  liave  one  Representative  only 
Weaeh  thirty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative;  and  until  such 
enameration  shall  be  made.  New  Hampshire  shall  choose  three;  Massachusetts,  eight ;  Rhode 
bland,  one;  Connecticut,  five;  New  York,  six;  New  Jei*sey,  four ;  Pennsylvania,  eight;  Del- 
aware, one;  Maryland,  six;  Virginia,  ten;  North  Carolina,  five ;  South  Carolina,  five,  and 
Oeoreia,  three. 

Vacancies  in  the  representation  from  any  State  shall  be  filled  by  elections,  ordered  by  the 
executive  authority  of  the  State. 
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The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choon  their  Speaker  and  other  officers,  and  shall  hAte 
the  sole  power  of  hnpetehnMiit. 

Sec.  3.    The  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senaton  ftwn  «adi  StaAe^  cfaoMn  by  the 

Legislature  thereof  for  six  years;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

Senators  shaiU  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  classes  immediately  after  assem- 
bling, in  oonseqaenoe  of  die  first  Meetion.  The  first  class  shall  Yscste  their  seats  at  the  ezpin. 
tion  of  the  second  year;  tlic  second  class,  at  tltc  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  the  third 
class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year; 
and  vacancies  happening  by  resignation  or  otherwise  during  the  recess  of  the  Leg^laturs  of  aaj 
State  may  bs  fillea  by  temporary  appointmsnts  of  the  EzeeatiTe  until  the  next  maetiag  of  die 
Legislature. 

All  Senators  shall  havo  attaiiietl  tho  age  of  thirty  yearS}  and  shall  have  been  nine  yean 
dtisens  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  bo  inhabitants  of  the  State  for  which  they  shall  be 
dioaen. 

The  Vice  President  of  tho  United  States  shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  : 
no  vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  shall  choose  tiieir  other  officers,  and  also  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  )ie  shall  exercise  the  office  of  President, 

The  Senate  shall  have  the  solo  power  to  try  impeachments.    When  sitting  for  that  purpose, 
they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.   When  the  President  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  pre-  j 
side,  and  conoonenee  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  be  necessary  to  conviction.  i 

Judgment  '»>  cases  of  impeachment  shall  be  liniite<l  to  removal  from  office  and  disqualifi^'s- 
tion  to  hold  any  office  under  the  United  State;* ;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  be  liable  to  trul 
and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Si::c.  4.  The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  prescribe  the  time?,  places  and  manner  of 
holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives,  but  Congress  may  make  or  alter  such  re^- 
htions,  except  ss  to  the  plaee  of  ehoosing  Semton. 

Obngress  shall  assemble  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  a  diftrant  day 
be  appointed. 

Sko.  6.    Each  House  shall  be  tho  jud^e  of  the  elections,  returns  and  quahtications  of  its  * 
own  members,  end  a  nigority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  saullcr 
number  may  adjoum  fimn  day  to  day,  and  may  eompel  attendance  of  absent  memben,  under  - 

penalties. 

Ruli  House  may  determine  its  own  rales  of  proceeding,  punish  its  members,  and,  by  a  two*  ; 
thirds  vote,  expel  a  member.  ] 

Each  Houso  shall  keep  a  journal,  which  .^^iiall  be  published  at  their  discretion^  and  one-fifUi  , 
of  those  present  may  require  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Nmther  House  shall  ai^oum  for  more  than  three  days  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  \ 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  they  are  sitting.  ' 

Sbc.  6.  .  The  compensation  of  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  ' 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  be  privil^;ed  from  arrest  during  , 
attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  Houses,  except  fi>r  treason,  felony  and  breach  of  i 
the  peace,  and  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  1 
House.  ' 

No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  \ 
to  any  civil  office  under  the  United  States  which  shall  have  been  created  or  the  emolument* 
whereof  shall  have  been  increased  dnriiiir  such  time;  and  no  person  holding  office  under  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance  m  office. 

8m.  7.   All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originato  in  the  Hooae  of  Bepresentatives,  bet 
nay  he  amended  by  tho  Senate. 

Every  bill  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  becomes 
A  law,  be  prasmted  to  the  Prssident;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  ahell  rstan 
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^  viA  Ids  oldeotioiM,  to  that  Houe  in  wUdi  it  ori^nated,  wlio  ahall  eotar  the  oljeetions  on 
ttair  Journal  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  reconsideration,  two-thirds  shall  agree  to 
pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  House,  and,  if  approved  by  two- 
thinh  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  cases,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be 
taken,  and  entered  upon  the  ioumal  of  Oieh  House,  respectively.  Any  bill  not  returned  by 
the  Presiilent  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  shall 
be  a  law,  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  Congress,  by  a4joarnment,  shall  prevent  its  return,  in 
wiii^  CMe  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  order,  resolution  or  vote  requiring  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives (except  a  question  of  adjournment!  shall  be  approved  by  the  President  before  tak- 
ing effect ;  or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  each  House, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

Sec.  8.    Congress  shall  have  power : 

To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  e»daaB>  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
soouiMm  defenw  and  general  wcllkre  of  tiie  United  Stntea;  bat  all  diiliea»  impoets  and  wasm 

ihsll  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; 
To  borrow  money  on  the  public  credit ; 

To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes ; 

To  etfblieh  n  nnifimn  rale  of  natoraliaation,  and  nnifiom  lava  on  theaobjeet  of  bank- 

raptcies; 

To  ooin  money,  regnlale  die  valae  thereof  and  foreign  ooin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures; 

To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  aeoorities  and  current  coin  of  the  United 
To  establiah  post  offioea  and  post  roads ; 

To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing  for  limited  times  to  authors 
and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries ; 


To  lefine  and  punish  piTMies  and  felonies  oommitted  on  the  hi^  seas,  and  offmses  agsinst 

the  law?  I  if  nations ; 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 
lead  and  water ; 

To  raise  and  support  amues,  but  tto  Impropriation  of  monsy  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  two  yean ; 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy ; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval  forces ; 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insur- 
leetion  and  repel  invasions ; 

To  provide  fbr  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  parts 
sf  thera  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  State?> — the  several  States  to  appoint 
tte officers  and  to  train  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress; 

To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  eases,  over  the  seat  of  Government,  and  over  sH 
ftrto,  nsgazine.s,  arsenals,  dock-yards  and  other  needful  buildings;  and 

To  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  powers  vested  by  this 
Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  Forugn  immigration  or  the  importation  of  slaves  into  tlie  States  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousan<l  oij^ht  hundred  and  eight,  but  a  tax  or  duty 
may  be  imposed  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person  so  imported. 

The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  required  by  the  public  safety  In 
esses  of  rebellion  or  invasion. 

Ko  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  Duto  If  w  ahaU  be  passed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


800 


HISTORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 


No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  oenBos  or  ena- 
iiierati<m  hereinbefore  direeted  to  bo  made. 

No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State. 

In  regulating  comnierce  or  revenue,  no  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  ports  of  one  Statf 
over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear  or 
pay  duties  in  another. 

No  monoy  shall  be  flrawn  from  the  TniiJ^ury  unless  appropriated  by  law;  and  accouttllflf 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  monev  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

No  tille  of  nobility  shall  bo  granted  hj  tho  United  States;  and  no  person  holdine  anj 
office  under  tiwrn  shall  accept  any  present,  emoliimonti  oflioo  or  title  fipom  any  findgn  Sti^ 
without  the  consent  of  Conprcss. 

Sbc.  10.  No  State  siiuU  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance  or  confederation  ;  grant  letters  of 
aarqnoand  reprisal;  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit;  make  anything  bnt  gold  and  silver  eoia 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  bills  of  attainder,  ex  post  neto  MVa,  4Nr  law  impairing tlis 
obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports,  except  for  the  exec  ution  of  its  inspection  laws;  and  all  such  duties  shall  be  for  thsms 
of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  Congress. 

No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops  or 
ihifv  of  war  in  time  <^peace»  enter  into  any  agreement  or  oompact  with  another  State  or  with  a 
fineign  power,  or  engage  in  war  onless  aetually  invaded  or  in  imminent  and  immsdiatw  dangv. 

Article  II. 

Section  1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President.  He  shall  hold  office  for 
four  years,  and,  together  with  the  Yioe  President  chosen  for  the  same  term,  shall  be  elected  w 
follows : 

Each  State  shall  appoint  in  tho  manner  directed  by  the  Legislature,  a  number  of  elector? 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  its  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress;  but  no  Senator  or 
RepresentatiTo  or  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  appmntsd  sa 
dector. 

[The  third  clause  of  thi»  section  has  been  superseded  and  amended  by  the  12th  Amendment.^ 

Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall 
give  their  votes,  which  day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

A  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  thil 
Constitution,  only  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President;  and  he  must  have  attained  the  igs 
of  thir^-fiye  years,  and  been  foartem  years  a  resident  within  the  United  States. 

If  the  President  be  removed  from  office,  die,  resign,  or  become  unable  to  ^Bichaige  the  duties 
of  his  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  upon  the  Vice  President,  and  Congress  may  provide  by  law 
for  the  case  of  removal,  death,  resignation  or  inability  of  both  the  President  and  Vice  President, 
declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  President,  and  such  officer  shall  act  aocordingly,  ontfl  the 
disability  be  removed  or  a  President  elected.* 

The  President  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  his  services,  which  shall  be  neither  increased 
nor  dimlnishsd  daring  the  period  for  which  he  shall  haye  been  electedf  and  witiiin  that  period 
he  shall  not  receive  any  other  emolument  from  the  United  States  or  from  any  of  them. 

Before  entering  upon  office  he  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation:  "I  do  solemnlj 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  1  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
will,  to  tiie  heat  of  my  ability,  prsserre,  protect  and  defend  the  Gonstitntioii  of  the  Uaitsd 
States.'* 

*  B7  act  (>r  March  1, 1792.  Oongrrta  ftruTldcd  for  thi*  oontinKvncjr.  tlMriipiatiiiir  tho  ('r<'i-iil<'iit  of  thr  8<'niite  pro  («My«r«,or  If  ther*  ik»* 
ttM  SCM«k»r  nf  Iho  lIoiMv  uf  RrprmvoUUrra,  la  •uccoed  to  Uie  cbi«f  K&ccaliTa  office  Ibe  rvcot  of  a  racaacy  Id  tl>«  oOoM  «f  botb  PthMmI 
■Bd  View  lTeal4«nt 

t  n«Prwld«it>Mlw7  WMttxad  t^Uwuj  18, 1783,  at  tAOWi  and  «M  lnenMid  Ihrdi    MT3|  to  tSO,0(ia 
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Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  be  the  Comraander-in-Chief  of  the  army  and  navj  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  in  actual  service  of  the  United 
Sutss;  lie  may  require  the  written  <n>inioii  of  the  principal  officen  of  tiie  seTeral  ezecntive 
dqmtaMIIti  apon  nljects  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  and  shall  have  power  to 
gnatfiprieves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  T'nited  States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties, 
provided  two<thirds  of  the  SsiHiton  present  concur,  and  shall  nominate  to  the  Senate  arobassa* 
dors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  Judges  of  tlie  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for ;  but  Congress  may  vest  the 
qipointaent  of  iaftrier  omoen  in  die  Fkwident  alon^  in  the  oonrts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
depertments. 

The  President  may  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
gnntitig  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  sei^ion. 

He  shall,  fimn  time  to  time,  give  Congress  infemwtion  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  measures  to  their  consideration  ;  ho  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both 
Houses  or  either  of  them,  and,  in  case  of  disagreement  between  them  as  to  the  time  of  adjourn* 
■MDt,  he  may  adjonm  them  to  such  time  as  be  diall  think  pru|)cr ,  he  sball  receive  «mbesMdo» 
sod  other  public  ministers ;  he  shall  take  care  tiiat  the  laws  be  fiuthfiilly  exeeoted,  and  ahall  com- 
nuasion  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  The  President,  Vice  President  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
removed  from  office  on  impeediment  fbr  and  ctnivietion  of  treason,  Inibery,  or  other  lii|^  orittMS 
tnd  miBdemeanon. 

Article  III. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  sball  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  sooK  inferior  courts  as  Gongrese  may  establish.  The  Judges,  both  of  the  Supreme 
lad  inferior  Courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and  shall  receive  n  corapeiii»> 
tion  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  tlieir  continuance  in  office. 

Sec.  2.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  ull  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this 
Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  treaties,  cases  affecting  ambaesadors,  other  public 
ministers  and  consuls,  all  ciuses  of  admiralty  antl  niarititne  jurisdiction  ;  to  controversies  to  which 
the  United  States  sball  be  a  party;  controversies  between  two  or  more  States ;  between  a  State 
sad  citizens  of  another  State;  between  citiieos  of  dilTerait  States ;  between  eitisens  of  the  same 
State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State  or  the  dtisent  thereto 
and  foreign  States,  citizens  or  subjects. 

In  all  cases  affecting  Ministers  and  Consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  is  a  party,  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In  all  other  cases  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
Coort  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  subject  to  exceptions  and  re- 
lations made  by  Congress. 

All  crimes,  except  in  oases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  tried  by  jury,  and  in  the  State  where 
the  crime  was  committed ;  but  Congress  shall  fix  the  place  of  trial  for  crimes  not  committed 
within  any  State. 

Sec.  8.  Treason  against  the  United  States  sball  consist  only  in  levying  war  against  them, 
<ff  m  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  lifo  person  smill  be  convicted  of 
treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open 

court. 

Ccmgrese  disll  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment  of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  tnuaa 
AtH  work  oormption  of  blood  or  fbr^ture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  person  attainted. 

articlb  rv. 

SionoH  1.  Each  State  shall  give  fall  futh  and  credit  to  the  pnblie  acts,  records  uid  judi- 
cial proceedings  of  every  other  State,  and  Congress  may  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  luah 
acts,  records  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 
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Smt.  2.  The  dtisens  of  eaeli  State  sball  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immanittes  of 
tttiiens  in  the  several  States. 

Fugitives  from  justice  in  any  State  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  JEtZecO.* 
live,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

No  ponon  held  to  serrioe  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the  laira  thereof^  escaping  into  anothor, 
shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  firom  such  service  or  labor, 
bat  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

Sec.  3.  New  States  may  be  admitted  to  the  Union,  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State;  nor  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  porli 
<rf  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned,  a*;  well  a.s  of  Congress. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  to  regulate  and  govern  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  bo  construed  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  any  particular  State. 

Every  State  shall  be  guaranteed  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  be  protected 
against  invasion ;  and  on  an  application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  executive  (when  the  Legis- 
liSore  cannot  be  eoaveBod),  a^unst  domestic  violsnoa. 

Articlb  V. 

Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it  necesaary,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  Constitution,  or,  on  application  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  shall  eall  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  ease,  shall  be  valid  to  ill 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths 
of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of 
ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress ;  provided  that  no  amendment  ifhich  may  be  made 
prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight  shall  in  any  manner  affect  tiie  fint  and 
fourth  clauf^ei?  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  f^rst  article;  and  that  DO  StatC^  witilOttfe  itS  OOOSSnt, 
shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

Artiolb  VI. 

All  existing  debts  and  engagonenta  shall  be  valid  against  the  United  Statss  under  this 

Constitution. 

This  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance  thereof^  and  all 
treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supremo  kw  of  tho  had, 
and  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thersby ;  anythmg  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 

any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Senators  and  Hepresentutives,  members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several  Stataa,  dmll  bo  bound  by  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution  ;  but  no  religious  test  shall  OVOr  bo  required  aS  a 
qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  States. 

aetiolb  vn. 

The  ratification  of  the  Convention  of  nine  States  shall  be  soffieient  for  the  establiahment  of 
this  Constitution  between  the  States  so  ratifying  the  same. 

DoMK  in  convention  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  States  present,  the  seventeenth  day 
<^  September,  in  the  year  of"^ our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -seven,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  ITnited  States  of  America  the  twelfth. 

In  witness  whbrrov  we  have  bsfeunto  subscribed  our  names. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
Prtndent  and  Deputy  from  Virffinia, 

[Othsr  signatures  omittsd.] 
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Amexdmbnts  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  op  America. 

Proposed  by  Congress  and  ratified  by  the  L^isUtores  of  the  several  States,  parsuant  to 
the  Fifth  Article  of  the  original  Constitution. 

Abticlb  I. 

Centre—  ahall  make  no  law  respecting  rdigiim,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exerdae  thereof; 
or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  or  of  the  right  of  the  people  peaoeablj  to 
assemble  and  to  petition  the  Government  fur  a  redress  of  grievances. 

Abticlb  II. 

A  well-regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  aecoritj  of  B  free  Btste^  the  right  of  the 
pei^le  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed. 

Article  III. 

No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  bouse  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  bat  in  %  manner  to  be  preeeribed  by  few. 

Abticlb  IV. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  he  secure  in  their  persons  and  property  ai^ainst  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
nqpported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  partioolarij  deeeribing  the  plaeo  to  be  aoarehed  and  the 
paiaons  or  thingp  to  be  seised. 

Abticlb  Y. 

Ko  poison  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  infamous  crime  unless  on  an  indictment  of  a 
grand  jnrv,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  laml  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual 
service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  nor  shall  any  person  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life 
or  limb  for  the  ssme  offense ;  nor  shall  he  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal  caae,  to  be  b  witness 
a^inst  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  prooeas  of  law;  nor 
aball  private  proper^  be  taken  for  oublic  use  without  just  compensation. 

Article  VI. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  speedy  and  public  trial, 
by  an  impartial  jarr  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  and 

to  he  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
against  him ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the 
miitanco  of  ooanael  Ibr  b  w  defimse. 

Akticle  VII. 

In  suits  at  common  law,  when  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  tiie 
ri^t  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise 
re-enmined  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  eommoD  law. 

ASTICUfi  VIII. 

Excessive  boil  shall  not  be  required,  nw  excessive  fines  impoaed,  wtt  cruel  and  unusual  pun- 
ishments inflicted. 
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Article  IX. 

The  enameration  in  the  Constitution  of  certftin  zi^ts  shali  not  be  oonsfcroed  to  dflDJ  or  di** 
parage  others  retained  bj  the  people. 

Article  X. 

The  powers  not  delegates!  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitation,  nor  prohibited  bj  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or  to  the  people. 

Artiolb  XL 

The  jndieial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  cdnstmed  to  extend  to  any  salt  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  Stetfli  by  citiioie  of  anothiar 
State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  Sute. 

abticlb  xn. 

The  eleeUm  thall  meet  in  their  respective  States,  and  vote  hj  baUot  for  Pkeeident  and  Viee 

President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themadvee; 
distinct  ballots  shall  be  made  for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  distinct  lists  made  of  such 
ballots  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify  and  transmit 
sealed  to  the  seat  of  government,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Senate;  the  President  of  the 
Senate  shall,  in  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates, 
and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted ;  the  person  havii^  the  ereatest  number  of  votes  for  Presi- 
dttit  shell  be  President,  if  sndi  miiBber  be  a  majority  of  the  iroole  amnber  dT  deeton  appointed ; 
if  no  person  hu\  e  such  majority,  then  from  those  having  the  hi^est  nombers,  not  ezoeeding 
three  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  imroe- 
diatdy  by  ballot  the  President.  But,  in  choosing  the  President,  the  vote  shall  be  talcen  by 
States,  eaeh  State  having  one  vote;  a  qvorom  for  this  purpose  shaUeonsistof  a  member  or  mem- 
bers from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
If,  whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not 
choose  a  President  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then  the  Vice  President  shaO 
act  ss  President,  as  in  the  case  of  death  or  disability  of  the  President.  The  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice  President  shall  he  the  Vice  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then  from 
the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the  Senate  shall  choose  tlie  Vice  President ;  a  quomin  Ibr 
the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  But  no  person  ineligible  to  theoffioeof  Freaident 
shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Abticlb  XIII. 

Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  panishmeDt  Ibr  crime 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  oonvicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  aoy 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Sbc.  8.    Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

Abticlb  XIV. 

Section  1.  All  person^?  horn  or  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  or  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  wherein  they  reside.  No 
State  shall  make  or  enforce  anv  lawwhieh  shall  lAridge  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  citiaens 
of  the  United  Statss;  war  shell  any  Stato  deprive  any  pemm  of  life,  liberty  or  prepertjf  without 
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dMproeeM  of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  peraon  witiun  its  juriadictiim  die  equal  proteotion  of  the 
Jaw. 

Sbc.  2.  Representatives  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  States  according  to  population, 
coanting  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each  State,  including  Indiana  not  taxed.  But  when 
the  right  to  vote  is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitaiita  of  a  State,  being  twen^-one  years  of 
age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  abridged,  except  for  participation  in 
rebellion  or  other  crime,  the  basis  of  representation  therein  shtdl  be  reduced  in  the  proportion 
irtdeh  tiie  nrnnber  of  radi  male  dtisens  shall  bear  to  the  irholo  anmber  of  nab  citiMDS  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  in  such  State. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  hold  any  office  under  the  United  States  or  under  any  State,  who 
havio^  previously,  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  of  any  State,  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
OonstitBtion  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the 
suae,  or  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  tOOTeofL  But  Congrees  maj,  ly  n  vote  of  two- 
Uiirds  of  each  House,  remove  such  disability. 

8bo.  4.  The  validity  of  the  pablie  debt  of  the  United  States^  indnding  pennons  and 
bounties,  shall  not  be  questioned.  But  neither  the  United  States  nor  any  State  shall  assume 
or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  incurred  in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  or  any  claim  for  tlie  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slave ;  but  all  such  debts,  obligations 
aad  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

Sec.  5.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  «ifinoe»  by  q»pro|niate  legislation,  the  profiaiona 
of  this  article. 

Article  XV. 

Sbction  1.    The  right  of  citizens  to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United 
States,  or  by  any  State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 
Sbc  8.   Gongnss  shall  have  power  to  onforoe  this  artide  by  a^ropriata  Isglalation. 
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ALPHABETICAL   LIST  OF   COUNTIES   AND  CITIES 

WITH  GUBERNATORIAL  AND  PRESIDENTIAL  VOTES. 


JVote.— The  Republican  or  Demoenitic  majority  in  e»ch  county  is  given  as  between  Smith  and  Mallory. 
bftck  m^ohtj  is  only  given  when  th«  vole  for  Alha  exceeds  the  others,  and  is  uken  from  the  highest  Tote. 


Orcen* 


oouimis. 


COVRRNOR. 

mi. 


I  Smith.     MaUory  i  Allin 


Adams  

Ashland.... 

Barron  , 

Bayfield.... 

Brown  , 

BuAaIo  

Burnett  

Calumet..... 
Chippewa... 
Clark  


Columbia.. 
Crawford.. 
Dane  


Dodge  

Door  

Douglas  

Dunn  

Eau  Claire.... 
Pond  du  Lac 

Grant  

Green  

Green  Lake... 

Iowa  

Jackson  

Jefferson  

Juneau  

Kenosha  

Kewaunee.... 

La  Crosse  

La  Fayette....! 

Lincoln  

Manitowoc.... 

Marathon  

Marquette  

Milwaukee.... 

Monroe   , 

Oconle  

Oulaganiic  

Oiaukce  

Pepin  

Pierce  

Polk  

Portage  

Racine  


580 
8C 
459 
40 
13H7 
1075 
336 
450 
6B5 
449 
2048 
80G 
3(313 
2333 
477 
21 
1174 
1208 
3080 
2620 
18231 
879 

i4Gi; 

802. 
1917 
1046; 
938; 
247 
19G8 
1409 
27 
1865 
301 
447 
6843 
1102 
1059 
777, 
437 
621 
1623 
916 
1080 
2304 


283 
163 
203 
34 

1740 
810 
24 

1130 
603 
163 

1697 

1008 

4267 
126 
28 
407 
805 

3414 

1938 
849 
896 

1176 
891  i 

2418 
883 
907 
668 

1115 

1300 
15 

1951 
755 
730 

6388 

10961 
764 

20051 

1679 
171 
&45| 
363 
917 

190G 


116 


53 
2 

1015 
76 


K. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
D. 
R. 
K. 
D. 
D. 
G. 
K 
D. 
I). 
D. 
R. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
D. 
1037i  R. 
580  R. 
215 


389 
689 
816 
118 
146 
614 
381 
283 


412 

597 
1249 


MnJ. 


1021 
521 
296 
463 
51 
20 
524 
269 
169 
98 
746 


1228 
1019 
157 
992 
17 
123 
408 


D. 
R. 
R. 
D. 
R, 
R. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
G. 
D. 
D. 


6  D. 


D. 
R. 
R. 
D, 
D. 
R. 
R. 


GO,  R. 
728i  R. 
1121  R. 


347 
77 
256 
6 
853 
265 
812 
680 
18 
867 
451 
202 
290 
1934 
351 

767 
403 
828 
682 
974 

17 
286 
411 
201 
162 

8li 
311 
863 
109 
142 
686 
454 
283 
645 
6 

296 
1228 
1142 

350 
978 
653 
163! 
898! 


PRESIDENT. 

1876 


HajM.  TUd«tt. 


981 
109 
644 
66 
2765 
1186 
285 
1012 
1696 
1256 
3582 
18.55 
5435 
323t: 
1095 
42 
2033 
2266 
4845 
4723 
2601 
1739 
2651 
1607 
2874 
1714 
1610 
561 
2644 
2424 
71 
2700 
668 
697 
9981 
2558 
1818 
1869 
583 
836 
2135 
1019 
1855 
8660 


Mst. 


442 

189 

257 
74 
3647 
1162 
28 
2146 
1774 

660; 
2493 
1604 
5726 
6361 

696 
67 

894 
1785 
5660 
8198 
17361 
1614' 
2348 

718 
4134 
14.'">8 
1482 
1654 
2481 
2299 

174 
3908 
1796 
1112 
12026, 
2030 
1174| 
8608{ 
6480 

894 

985 

362 
1794 
28801 


R.  689 
D  80 


R. 
R. 

D. 
R. 


887 
IS 

892 


i 


R.  257 
D  IISS 

178 
696 
R.  1039 
D.  249 
D.  291 
D.  SIS 

D  25 
R.  1189 
R.  481 
D.  815 
R.  16» 
R. 
R. 
R- 
R. 

D.  19 
R. 
R.  ITS 
D.  lOtt 
R.  11 
R 

D.  U 
D.  IS 
D.  1128 
D.  416 
D.  2045 
R. 
R. 
D. 
D 
R. 
R. 


3 


1749 

1897 
447 
1152 
R.  650 
R.  61 


I J  ij  ^  L.  o  L  y 


Google 


307 


Gubernatorial  and  Presidential  Votes— 18T7-1876—C(mttotiecI. 


OOCNTIES-CMuwmL 


Richlud  

Bock-  

St.  Croix  

Suik.  

ShAwmao  

Sheboygan.... 

riylor  

Trtmpc*leau. 

Tcrnon  

W»J  worth  

WuhiDKtOD... 

Wukesb*..... 
Waupaca....... 

Waaabarft  

Winnebago ... 

Wood  


GOVEBNOB. 

isn. 


Smith.    Mkllory.  Allii. 


CITIES. 


Appleton  

BcaTer  Dam..  

Beloil...-  

Bcriia  

Bttialo  _  

Oentralia  

Oiiltoo  

Chipp«wa  FallB.... 

Colambas  

Eau  aair«  

food  da  Lac  

Port  Howard  

Qnad  Rapids  

Green  Bay  

Hadaon.  

JtooriUe  

KcBoaha  

UCroMe...  

Uadiaoo  

Jlanitowoo  

Menaaha..-  

Mi]waake«  

Minenl  Point  

N«nah  

New  London.  

OeoBomowoo  

Oeonto  

OAkoah  

Ptymouth  »  

Pottage  

Prairie  du  Chien.„ 

Pr*acotl_  

Bacia*  

Bipro  

Shawano  

Sheboygan.  

Stereu  Point  

Watertown  

Waupaca...  

Wanna.  


1201 
3375 
15o8 
1820 

1698 

m 
2m 

1678 
2904 

!)94 
2484 
1473 
128*2 
20C81 

2iZ 


2ai 

n:>A  I 
877 
212 

m 
ai 

221! 

21(1 

iiii) 

m. 

22ii 
771 
2hl 

712 

740 
ai2 
lili 

48  It; 

2ti0 
Uh 
81 

m 

2Iii 

liii, 

24.'>| 

til 

1062; 

2:0 

2It2 
21iL 


122, 

lti2o! 

1489! 
922 
fiOQ 

1737 
2M 

m 

1374| 
2187. 
2388 
990 

2^ 
2238 
196 


fi22j 
Slil| 
109 

llL 

r>i 

294' 
12ii 
4r.'.* 
884 
ha 
12 
a;;3 
2121 

mil 
eu 

10'>7 

2H4 
liJJL 
6027 
♦24'.t 
Uii 

m. 

m 

964 

121 
4a^ 

2iil 
ill 
921 

13 
440 

210 

ill 
m 


7nr. 

m 
5-4 

li2 
750 

&a 

UG 
84(1 
IfiO 

21ii 


an 

1887 


201 
6 
21li 


ill 

m 

3 


R. 
R. 
R. 
R, 
D. 
D. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
D. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
1>. 
O 


I). 
D. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
G. 
D. 
I). 
R. 
2uil  R. 
f)2<)  D. 

llu  o 

3 

ai 

i2 

ail 

13 
LI 
li 

I050j  1). 

21'  it. 

2i!i  H. 

ili  1). 

21  K. 

G  1). 

aiii  i>. 

2H  I'. 
I). 
11. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
1) 


3 
10 

£2 

aa 

13 


GS,  U. 

Iiii  I) 

liiS  1). 

2ii  H. 

300'  G. 


PRESIDENT. 
16T6. 


I 

lUyea.  Tlldeo. 


iI2 
1756 
IQ] 
904 
33<i 
13'.t 
&i* 
14r,2 
1202 
1530 
1993 
Oil 

1025 

m 


291 1 
11 

2iiHi 

1! 
m 

C5 
fll 
ihl 
22 

B\ 

16f.:i 


'211 

11 

2iiii 
±1' 
6 
11 

23<)| 

mi 
112 

21^ 
Lil 

ai 

111? 

i!i 
Hi 

nil 

130 


2038 
5755 
1776 
3396 

/ia2 
8224 

2411 
2360 
2764 
4212 
13211 
3129; 
2642; 
2080i 
6092! 

668 


549 
357 
115 

14 
£1 


11^ 
•254 

1205 

1.^82 
tifill 
121 
ma 
2r,o 

1036 
614 

1085 
Si£ 

2in 

8218 

aifl' 

2L!li 

222 
140< 


3f,f, 

2 
L 
1072 
397 

SI 


12a 

312 
2tLi 
2112 


1591 

R. 

447 

2814 

R. 

2893 

1786 

R. 

2201 

R. 

1194 

873 

D. 

21il 

8633 

D. 
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QBOLOGIOAL  FORMATION  OF  THE  RBOION. 

Bv  Dr.  J.  A.  Kkkgolt. 

The  geological  formatioDS  of  La  Crosse  County  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  adjoin* 
iog  counties  of  Vernon,  Monroe  and  Trempealeau.  Where  the  bluffs  arise  over  fbar  handred 
an  l  five  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Missisvsippi  and  FMack  Rivers,  the  upper  laver  of  rock 
ia  limestone,  often  of  a  thickness  of  fifty  to  sixty  feet,  lielow  the  limestone  and  wherever  it  is 
•bsmt  on  ■oooant  of  the  inoiaions  in  the  bloft,  Potsdam  sandstone*  makes  its  appearance,  more 
erlesB  impregnaled  with  lime*  of  greater  or  less  hardness,  and  cunaiating  of  horizontal  layers  of 
Tsrious  thickness  and  of  aTolume  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  feet,  according  to  the  elevation  of 
the  bluffs.  There  is  a  total  absence  of  other  intermixtures  to  this  and  the  limestone  formation, 
exespt  that  the  former  is  often  of  brownish  oolor  from  oxide  of  iron  or  oehre.  On  many  placet, 
'^perially  where  the  bluff  incisions  are  low,  as  for  instance,  at  the  mouth  of  State  Koad  Coolev, 
the  lower  base  of  the  Potsdam  sandstone  is  visible,  and  underneath  a  layer  of  caolin'  of  greater 
sr  lesser  lliickness  appears,  often  as  loose  sand,  and  often  as  an  easy  mmbling,  soft  rock,  mostly 
of  a  glittering  white,  sometimes  of  a  dirty  yellowbh>white  color.  Granite,  which,  by  the  geolog- 
ical nih's.  should  underlay  this,  is.  according  to  our  observations,  not  to  be  found  in  the  county. 
It  IS  not  unlikely  that  in  some  places  .Niagara  shale  underlies  the  Totsdam  sandstone,  as  may  be 
obaerred  in  the  oorresponding  blaff  parts  on  the  Minnesota  side,  fer  instanee,  at  Dresbach  ex- 
tending out  to  the  surface  of  the  Mississipj)!. 

All  the  above  formations  appear  in  horizontal  layers  and  belongto  the  old  Silurian  system. 
In  many  places  of  the  county,  especially  in  the  towns  of  Hamilton,  Barre,  Bangor,  Burns,  etc, 
petiefiictions  are  imbedded  in  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  which,  with  the  stone  itself,  are  of  the  Silu- 
rian period.  In  the  lowest  strata  there  are  found  the  little  shells  "  Lingula  j»rima  "  and  "an- 
ttqus,"  as  remnants  of  the  most  ancient  animal  creation,  whilst  in  the  upper  layers  of  Potsdam 
asndstone  shells  of  the  higher  order  and  tribolites  abound.   Ptobablj,  remains  of  riliiopodsi  eoi^ 

crinoids,  fishes,  etc.,  of  the  Silurian  period  are  imbedded  here,  though  we  have  thus  far  not 
>occeeded  in  finding  any. 

It  u  thus  apparent  that  the  geological  formation  of  La  Crosse  County  consists  of  sediment 
from  the  ocean  that  once  covered  the  North  American  Continent,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  same. 
Indications  of  the  friction  of  moving  ice  masses  upon  the  rocks,  which  are  so  frequent  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,,  are  scarcely  visible  in  La  Crosse  County  ;  but  we  have  found  large  and  small  loose 
stones  that  bear  those  marin,  of  which,  however,  it  is  difficult  to  jay  whether  they  bdonged  to 
the  finding>p]aee  at  the  time  of  the  ice  period,  or  whedier  they  were  carried  there  by  earner  or 
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later  ice  or  water-tlooda.  Petrified  tranke  and  branches  of  trees,  that  are  found  on  the  tons  of  our 
bliiflb  asd  even  in  tiie  valleys,  were  nndonbtedlj  brought  there  by  the  Northern  flood,  the  saoe 

as  the  many  inflated,  bubble-like  but  almost  por[)byry-hard  stone  foriaations  that  arc  numerously 
deposited  in  some  places,  whilst  tJiose  of  the  shape  of  fungi,  that  are  found  in  smaller  and  larger 
dimensions,  have  developed  in  tlie  way  uf  stalactites'  at  their  finding-places,  and,  like  the  former, 
consist  mainly  of  silicate  of  lime.  Remarkable  objects  are  the  hollow  balla*  of  stone  (quarts 
nodules)  of  from  six  to  twelve  inchr^i  diameter,  that  are  found  nmstly  in  the  upper  layers  of  the 
Potsdam  sandstone,  are  easily  detached  from  the  stone,  and  are  closely  covered  on  their  inner 
widb  with  colorless  crystals.  Along  some  of  the  blnffii,  especially  along  the  bluff-line  at  the 
BOVth  of  Mormon  Cooley,  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  there  have  been  found  cubiform  crystallized 
groups  of  pure  lead,  and  it  seemed  to  appear  that  they  had  rolled  down  from  the  adjacent  hill. 
Recently  an  enterprising  citizen,  at  the  State  Road  Cooley,  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  has  dug  a 
doping  shaft,  oloee  to  the  road  ascending  to  St.  Joseph's  Ridge,  into  the  bluffs,  expecting  to  find 
copper.  Among  difTcn-nt  miiterials  without  value,  he  has  struck  a  bed  of  sandy  marl  of  greeni«h- 
blue  color  similar  to  malachite,  but  which  did  not  stand  the  copper  test  of  our  chemist,  Mr.  L. 
Runckel.  It  is  not  impossible,  yea,  very  probable,  that  at  some  places  in  La  Crosse  County, 
■mailer  or  larger  mas.^es  of  Isss  precious  ore  may  be  found  ;  but  it  is  unlikdy  that,  aooording  to 
the  geological  formations,  they  would  be  remunerative.  But  the  Potsdam  sandstone,  especially 
the  upper  beds  that  are  more  or  less  impregnated  with  lime,  yield  an  excellent  reddish-brown, 
bluish-gray  or  whitish-gray  fine-kemelM  building  stone. 

The  geological  rock  formations  of  La  Crosse  County  and  the  adjacent  counties  on  the  Wis- 
consin side,  as  well  a.s  in  Minnesota,  at  the  time  of  their  being  covered  by  the  ocean,  consisted  of 
one  horizontal,  coherent  plane  that  was  torn  up  by  the  force  of  the  departing  waters.  The  im- 
mense detrition  consequent  thereof  has  partly  been  carried  south,  and  partly  forms  the  valley 
bottoms.  The  e.xtensive  deposits  of  sand  aloni:  the  rivers,  especially  the  Mississippi  and  Black 
Rivers,  often  of  a  thickness  of  one  hundred  feat  and  more,  are  the  results  of  this  flood  and  the 
CTuhing  of  the  sandstone.  Even  to-day  thi  washing  and  working  of  the  southward  flowing  wavss 
is  easily  perceptible  at  different  elevations  of  the  perpendicular  precipices  of  the  Potsdam  aaad* 
stone  and  the  limestone  surfaces  on  the  Wisconsin  as  well  as  on  the  Minnesota  side,  and,  in  some 
instances,  the  washings  are  particularly  distinct,  as,  for  instance,  ou  the  perpendicularly  ascend- 
ing bluff  in  the  rear  of  Wyfe's  farm  and  further  south  in  die  town  of  Bergen,  Vernon  Goun^. 

The  violent  power  of  the  waters  in  the  ancient  Silurian  period,  in  their  grand  process  of 
demolisiting  rock  and  carrying  off*  the  detritus,  has,  in  the  course  uf  time,  formed  the  orographic 
relief  of  the  earth's  surface,  and  the  hydrographic  order  of  flowing  waters  and  small  lakes  of  cm 
landscape,  ^e  presumption  of  a  creation  of  our  territorial  picture  by  a  momentary  dictate,  or 
even  during  a  process  of  a  few  years'  duration,  must  wane  before  the  forum  of  geological  science. 
It  is  more  obvious  and  natural  that,  after  the  great  flow  of  waters,  a  coarse  impression  of  the 
present  landscape  was  left  behind,  which,  in  the  course  of  time,  gradually  molded  itself  in  id 
present  form.  The  original  flow  of  the  Silurian  waters,  with  its  eflects,  has,  no  doubt,  concen- 
trated itself  in  the  direction  of  the  present  Mississippi  Valley,  and  unfolded  its  mighty  powers 
in  the  direction  from  north  to  south.  The  currents  from  the  side  valleys,  and  their  smaller  trib- 
utaries, especially  in  the  territories  of  the  Chippewa,  Eau  Claire,  Beef,  Trempealeau,  Black  and 
La  Crosse  Piivers  on  the  east,  and  of  Pine  Creek,  Root  River  and  Crooked  Creek,  on  the  we^t 
side  of  the  main  valley,  no  doubt  followed  the  main  stream  and  were  auxiliary  in  its  formations, 
whilst  within  their  own  provinces  they  adiieved  similar  orographic  objects  in  a  smaller  measnrs. 
The  landscape  must  have  appeared  monotonous  and  meUlieholy  after  the  drain.  Bald,  rocky 
bluffs,  and  barren,  desolate,  stony  valleys,  made  their  appearance,  large  and  small  channels  were 
filled  with  water,  and  before  thev  found  their  regular  bedis  lakes  must  have  formed,  and  the  water 
must  have  moved  on  over  oaseadss  and  fidls.  The  marine  animals  and  plants  that  were  not  de> 
Stroyed  or  carried  off  by  the  flood  reraaine<i  to  enliven  the  lakes  and  rivers.  But  no  plant  and 
no  animal  vivifled  the  air  or  land,  no  human  eye  could  perceive  the  disoonsoUte  desert,  for  maa 
did  not  then  exist. 
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The  rock  of  the  Silurian  svstom,  which  is  thnt  of  our  country,  is  the  oldest  rock  formation 
that  haa  been  built  up  by  sediments  uf  the  ocean  upon  the  primitive  rock.  At  that  time,  the 
tempera  tare  of  the  water  and  air  was  inoomparably  higher  than  at  present,  the  same  as  that  of 
our  globe  itself.  The  evaporations  of  the  water  from  the  barren  earth  must  consequently  have 
been  very  rapid  and  voluminous,  and  the  rainfalls  immense;  we  will  not  call  them  (iolit<re!<,  he- 
ciofe  there  were  no  sinners  yet  to  drown.  There  were  no  grass  plains,  no  brush,  no  forests  yet 
to  stop  the  eoloesal  rain>streams  rushing  down  hills  and  dales  in  their  course.  The  rough,  bare 
•^'onc  plateaus  were  nt  the  mercy  of  the  rapid  streams;  tlic  surfaces  of  tlie  hhiffs  were  £:railiially 
Kathcd  off ;  the  intervening  large  and  small  valleys  were  washed  out,  their  surfaces  smoothened, 
th«r  beds  deepened  and  transfomed  into  regular  stream  ehannels,  until  the  landscape  assumed 
the  orogrsphic  form  and  system  of  the  present  time. 

There  was  undouljtedly  a  periotl  wlien  tlic  waters  on  the  North  American  continent,  a<  well 
is  on  the  whole  globe,  were  a  torpid  mass  of  ice — it  was  the  so-called  Ice  Period,  and  before  the 
rc  vi  luiion  above  described.  The  movements  of  the  ico  masses  upon  the  rocks  and  of  the  gla^ 
ciers  left  their  distinct  grinding  marks  in  the  direction  of  their  movement,  which  are  to  day 
plainly  visible  in  many  places  of  our  county.  As  in  our  days,  and  in  our  region,  snow  and  ice 
melt  with  the  increase  of  warmth  in  spring,  so  mnst  have  melted  the  ice  at  this  pre-historic 
time,  only  in  a  longer  period.  The  ocean  was  restored  by  the  waters  of  tho  dissolved  ice  ;  ex- 
tensive ice-fields  of  enormous  thickness  and  ice  mountains  began  to  move  ;  rocks,  that  before 
bad  rolled  from  the  projecting  islands  of  the  ice  ocean  upon  the  icy  plain,  or  that  were  frozen  to 
its  lower  strata,  were  carried  away  hundreds  of  miles  to  places  where  they  had  no  relations  what- 
ever, (jeologists  call  such  blocks  erratic  "  foni;(!!:Tij:s  "  i'!)owlders).  Often  they  have  the  size 
of  email  houses,  and  laj^  strewn  about  on  plains  or  at  the  foot  of  hills.  This  catastrophe  must 
Kare  preceded  the  Silnnan  period,  and  the  commotion  of  the  Silurian  ocean. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  barren,  stony  skeleton  of  our  own  province,  which,  after  the  ces- 
«ation  of  flow  of  waters,  presented  itself  for  a  fair  vegetation  and  vivi6cation  by  animals.  It 
would  doubtless  be  very  interesting  to  the  reader  to  insert  here  a  history  of  the  origin  and  devel- 
opment of  the  plants  and  animals  that  from  beginning  up  to  our  day  have  enlivened  our  country, 
^iit  that  is  not  within  our  present  object.  But  we  cannot  leave  it  untncntioned  that  the  different 
genders  and  species  of  plants  and  animals  were  not  produced  at  once  or  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years, 
bat  that  they  gradually  developed  in  a  remarkably  long  period  of  time,  and  ascended  to  an  in- 
creasing higher  perfection,  and  that  those  inlild)itants,  in  conjunction  with  the  detritus  of  stony 
material,  in  the  end  furiiished  the  rich,  hnmas  soil  that  now  forms  the  essential  substance  of  the 
orogm>bic  surface  of  the  earth. 

How  long  the  Silurian  Ocean  covered  the  earth;  what  time  it  took  to  form  the  Silurian 
T'^rk  system  by  the  ocean's  sediment;  of  how  long  a  duration  the  ice  period  was,  and  how 
many  years  passed  away  until  our  country  received  its  fundamental  adaptibility  to  become 
cfilivetted  by  plants  and  animals  of  different  kinds  and  species,  up  to  the  appearance  of  man  in 
bis  different  forms,  races  and  colors,  it  is  impossible  even  to  approximately  estimate.  Certain 
it  i?.  however,  that  to  the  geologist  a  period  of  six  or  seven  thousand  years  for  such  devdop- 
Qient  cannot  be  sufficient;  nay,  considering  all  the  facts  that  appear  to  him  in  his  scientific 
researches  of  the  development  of  the  earth,  and  its  inhabitants,  his  mind  must  conjecture  a 
period  of  a  hundred  thousand  and  more  years. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  area  of  our  county  presents  a  landscape  of  bluBy  hills, 
infersperied  with  erosion^valleys.  On  the  west  side  of  tne  bluff-lands  expands  a  wide  levd 
deltn,  extending  northerly  to  the  Black  River  and  southerly  to  the  Mississippi.  A  main  chaia 
of  the  bluffs,  forming  the  western  border  of  the  bluff  land,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  siiid 
t«o  rivers,  from  the  north  in  town  of  Farmington,  through  tho  towns  of  Holland,  Onaluska, 
Campbell,  La  Crosse  and  Shelby,  and  extending  f:n  out  in  the  town  of  Bergen  in  Vernon 
County;  only  in  front  of  the  northern  section  Black  River  makes  a  departure,  forming  a  large 
curve  in  a  northwestern  direction,  leaning  on  Trempealeau  County,  and  returning  to  the  blufls 
Bear  Onalaska.    On  many  places,  this  chain  of  hilb  ii  inteneeted  to  die  depth  of  the  table- 
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land,  as  bj  moaotain  passes,  leading  to  the  valleys  in  the  rear  and  affording  free  exit  to  the 
nnmerom  lirooki  of  the  vtlleys.   Along  the  vest  aide  of  this  chain  of  hilb  one  may  pereciTe 

vault-like  indentures  and  picturesque  rock  sceneries  in  a  thousandfold  variations,  and  more  or 
less  deep,  tray-like  vales  and  dales  affording  mostly  a  beautiful  view.  Similar  bluffs  extend  in 
the  rear  of  these  main  pillars  in  an  easterly  and  southeasterly  direction,  thus  forming  the  main 
and  side  valleys  between  them.  In  comparison  with  the  main  hills,  we  would  call  them  of  the 
secondary  order.  These  secondary  elevations  partly  run  parallel  with  each  other,  and  partlv 
depart  in  diverging  or  converging  curves,  thus  forming  the  direction  and  shape  of  their  valleys. 
They  frequently  send  out  projectures,  mostly  in  a  rectangular  direction,  which,  as  blnlb  of  the 
third  order,  shape  corresponding  smaller  vales  and  hollow8  tliat  descend  to  and  connect  with  the 
secondary  branches.  A  labyrinth  is  thus  formed  of  hilU  and  dales,  which,  however,  is 
expressed  in  a  regular  system,  and  may  easily  be  depicted  in  a  geographical  map. 

Considering  the  relation  of  these  interior  valleys  to  the  main  valleys  of  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Black  River,  we  roust  dessii^nate  them  as  of  the  secon<l;iry  order.  On  the  southern  ter- 
minus of  the  county,  but  in  the  greater  part  situated  in  Vernon  Countv,  we  find  a  large  bluff-  | 
opening  leading  to  the  long  and  extended  "Coon  Yallej/'  which  sencb  out  a  few  sido  vallefi 
to  the  towns  of  GreenBeld  and  Washington  in  onr  coan^.  Another  no  less  extensive  pass  is 
the  bluffs  leads  us  into  the  secondary  valley  of  "Chipmunk  Cooky,  '  which,  by  means  of 
intruding  blufis  is  cut  up  into  three  narrow,  long  valleys  extending  into  the  towns  of  Shelbj, 
Bergen  and  Hamburg.  A  third  welUmarked  opening  in  the  blufih  leads  to  the  long  and 
expanded  "Mormon  Coolcy,"  in  the  townn  of  Shelby  and  Greenfield,  with  its  numerous  larger 
or  smaller  side  issues  of  the  third  order.  A  fourth  gate  to  the  interior,  guarded  on  both  sida 
by  high  bluffs,  is  the  mouth  of  the  comparatively  short  and  narrow  **  State  Road  Cooley,"  in 
the  town  of  Shelby-  On  the  north  side  we  have  the  fiflh  and  most  expanded  opening  to  the 
greatest  valley  in  the  coiitity,  the  "  La  Crosse  Valley,"  which  extends  from  the  prairie  through 
the  whole  county  in  au  cu^terly  direction  to  Monroe  County.  As  side  valleys,  appear  in  town 
of  Campbell  the  narrow  "Smith's  Cooley,"  in  town  of  Barre  the  narrow  "Robercs  Cooley," 
then  the  very  extensive  "Bostwick  Valley,"  of  several  miles'  length  and  with  a  great  number 
of  long  side-issues.  A  narrow  but  important  side  valley  shoots  out  from  La  Crosse  Valley  in  a 
southeasterly  direction  in  the  town  of  Bangor,  known  as  "Dutch  Valley."  The  balance  of  the 
passes  in  the  bluffs  further  north  lead  tu  comparatively  small,  and  at  their  termini,  closed-up 
valleys,  among  which  is  "Sand  Lake  Cuolcy."  in  the  town  of  Ooalaska,  and  "Spring  Cooley" 
and  "Long  Cooley,"  in  the  town  of  Holland. 

The  m)ttoms  of  these  valleys  of  all  these  different  orders  gradually  slope  in  the  direelioB 
of  the  above  described  gates  toward  the  frontinrr  delta,  partly  toward  the  Black  River,  and 
partly  toward  the  Mississippi.  All  the  water  falling  down  upon  La  Crosse  County  and  that 
coming  from  a  distance  east  and  south  through  the  dells  and  fissures  of  rook,  feeding  innumer- 
able  sprini^.-i,  must  naturally  move  toward  the  streams  of  the  main  vall^— the  Coon  Creek, 
Chipmunk  Creek,  Mormon  Cooley  Creek,  State  Road  Creek,  and  the  more  voluminous  L» 
Crone  River  descend  into  the  Mississippi ;  the  creek  of  the  Sand  Lake  Cooley,  Half-way  Creek, 
Fleming  Creek,  and  others,  into  Black  River. 

La  Crosse  County,  especially  the  bluffy  part,  is  rich  in  springs  and  creeks,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ridge-plateaus  and  the  sandy  prairie,  and  (excepting  the  steep  slopes)  is  covered 
with  a  layer  of  humus  more  or  less  thick.  These  two  factors,  the  abundance  of  water  and  the 
rich  hnmu8  layer,  impart  to  the  county  the  greatest  facilities  for  cultivation,  of  which  the  luxu- 
riant growth  of  trees  upon  the  .^^lopes  of  the  bluffs,  the  prolific  growth  on  the  farms  in  the  val-  j 
leys  and  upon  the  plateaus  bear  ample  testimony. 

Non.M. — '  1.    The  liiyrr  of  liiiipxlone  lhal  rorius  ibe  transition  to  the  I'otsdam  sandstone  is  koown  to  tli«gC0l- 

dgist  as  "  LtJ'ViT  M:iL'nc-i:k  1  i  h  .I'-t  ■  i  ni' . ' ' 

(2.)  !n  lunriv  iii-^i.uitt.-'  ttf>'  trnni  cliij;  in  this  ciis<'  il  !.•<  vitrcju.t  mn<l 
(3.)  "Silicate." 

(4.)  Of  the  form  of  verjr  Urge  fungi,  like  Ijrmnoria,  lojpbia,  sipbonia,  etc.,  which  we  oan  also  find  in  the  for- 
mslioD  or  tb«  JunNiao  pBriod. 
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THE    PICTURED  CAVB. 
By  Kbv.  Bi>wabd  Brown. 

This  carious  cavern  is  situated  on  the  farm  of  Duvid  Samuel,  in  the  town  of  Uarre,  four 
miles  from  West  Salera,  and  eight  miles  from  La  Crosse,  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section 
20,  of  Township  16,  Range  6.  It  wu  diaootrered  in  October,  1878,  bj  Frank  Samuel,  a  son 
of  the  owner  of  the  land,  eighteen  years  of  age.  who  had  set  a  trap  for  racoons  at  ii  hole  of  con- 
siderable size  in  the  hill.  Finding  that  be  could,  with  a  little  difficulty,  crawl  into  the  aper- 
tore,  whieh  had  been  dug  by  wild  animals  throoffh  a  land  slide  at  the  foot  of  a  cliff  of  Potsaam 
sandstone,  he  entered,  and  finding  that  it  upened  into  a  spacious  cavern,  he  procured  lights,  and 
with  his  two  older  brothers  and  a  friend  explored  it.  They  found  the  wulls  extensively  covered 
with  pictures  and  hieroglyphic  characters,  and  charcoal  paintings.  It  thus  became  known  to  a 
lew  neighbors,  and  a  few  boys,  who,  in  the  winter,  resoited  to  it  and  bnilt  fires  and  carred  their 
■ames  and  their  own  pictures. 

About  the  1st  of  June,  1879,  I  heard  of  such  a  cave  with  such  pictures  and  characters, 
and  imnediatelj  visited  it  I  quickly  saw  that  there  was  something  of  muoh  valne  to  the  oause 
of  arehseological  science ;  that  the  rude  pictures  were  evidently  quite  old  :  that  the  now  close 
chamber  had  been  an  opon  cavern  in  the  cliff,  which  had  been  closed  not  less  than  150  years 
by  a  land-slide  from  the  hill  above.  A  poplar  tree,  two  feet  in  diameter,  having  120  growths 
f  cirdet.  Stood  as  a  dead  tree  twenty^five  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Samuel  first  came  there,  and 
had  rotten  and  fallen  ;  and  a  birch  tree  stood  upon  the  edge  of  the  cliff  where  the  Isuid  slide  had 
passed  over,  of  from  150  to  IGU  annual  growths.  I  visited  Mr.  Samuel  and  infunned  him  of 
the  value  to  science  of  the  •nseriptions  and  possible  discoveries  to.  he  made  by  digging.  He 
iamediately  took  measures  to  stop  the  vandalism  that  was  fast  destroying  them;  to  enlarge  the 
opening,  and  clear  out  the  sand  that  had  washed  in  from  the  land-slide  and  half  filled  tho  oave. 
Id  the  meantime,  I  took  fac  similies  of  the  pictures  and  characters  by  pressing  tissue  paper 
into  the  grooves,  and  with  black  crayons  followed  each  line  to  its  termination,  preserving  also 
its  original  width.  In  this  way  T  got  perfect  outlines,  and  by  placing  other  sheets  over  them, 
in  the  light  of  a  window  pane,  took  small  copies  that  showed  the  pictures  in  their  original  form 
nd  flie.  I  sent  one  set  to  Prof.  Chamberlin,  State  Geologist,  not  intending  to  nalce  anything 
pablic  till  an  examination  had  been  made  by  an  arohielogical  expert,  and  their  value  to  science 
Mcertained.  In  the  meantime,  it  having  become  noised  about  that  I  was  examining  such  a 
cave,  I  was  called  upon  by  the  local  editor  of  the  Chronicle,  of  La  Crosse,  to  whom  I  gave 
espies  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  pictures,  from  which  hasty  and  imperfect  wood  cuts 
were  prepared,  wliich  appeared  in  the  Chronicle.  The  article  was  seen  by  Mr.  Lyman  C. 
Draper,  Secretary  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  who  wrote  to  me  for  information  in  regard  to 
it  I  sent  him  copies  of  ^e  pictures,  so  far  ss  I  had  taken  them,  and  designated  a  time,  June 
27,  to  dig  into  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  requesting  him  to  come,  or  send  a  competent  urchseol- 
lie  communicated  with  Dr.  J.  A.  Rice,  of  Merton,  Waukesha  County,  who  came  at  the 
time  appointed  with  Mr.  Rockwell  Sayer,  of  Chicago.  A  company  of  seventeen  men  repaired 
to  the  place  with  shovels,  wheelbarrows  and  other  necessary  things  for  explorations.  Several 
iatdligent  ladies  also  attended,  and  prepared  a  dinner. 

Commencing  at  the  back  end  of  the  cave,  the  sand  wais  carefully  dug  up  and  wheeled  out, 
ersry  load  carefully  inspected,  and  the  work  eontinned  till  the  whole  had  been  examined.  We 
came  upon  four  layers  of  ashes,  each  from  four  to  six  inches  deep,  and  containing  charcoal,  and 
burned  and  nearly  vitrified  sand-rock.  They  wero  separateil  from  each  other  throughout  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  cave  by  layers  of  clean,  white  aand,  of  from  ten  to  fourteen 
inches  in  depth.  Below  the  whole  was  water,  of  the  same  level  as  a  marsh  that  lies  in  front  of 
tlie  cliff.  The  lower  stratum  of  sand  and  ashes  contained  nothing.  In  the  second,  were  frag- 
ments of  pottery,  made  of  clay  and  ground  shells.  These  were  smooth,  and  of  the  oldest  kind 
fcand  in  monndi.  In  the  third  more  elaboratoly  wrought  pottery,  the  newest  found  in  mounds, 
with  nnmerous  firagments  and  "whole  sides  of  Mississippi  River  bivalve  shelves,  and  a  bodkin 
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df  bone,  seven  inebes  long.  This,  teoordine  to  tbe  opinion  of  old  hnnten,  was  of  the  "hoek 
lone"  of  an  elk.  It  was  in  dij,  white  sand,  and  is  quite  sharp  and  smooth  with  use,  and  in 
a  perfect  state  of  presenration,  even  retaining  the  glassy  polish  of  wear  and  handlings  as  if  osed 
hut  yesterday. 

'All  the  layers  had  beeome  compact  and  well  stratified,  and  all  contained  bits  of  ehareosl, 

and  charred  and  rotten  wood.  Tn  the  upper  layer,  we  found  two  bones  of  birds,  and  two  of 
small  animals,  and  a  "  clue-clan  "  of  a  deer,  and  a  cartilaginous  maxillary  inferior  of  a  reptile. 
The  four  completely  diffbsed  strata  of  ashes,  separated  by  a  foot  arerage  of  elear  sand,  showed 
that  there  had  been  four  distinct  periods  of  occupancy,  separated  by  considerable  intervals  of 
titno.  This  was  also  indicated  by  two  orders  of  pottery,  one  always  bclcw  the  other  ;  but  notli- 
ing  to  measure  the  time.  The  only  conclusion  we  could  arrive  at  was,  that  the  first  occupatioa 
was  very  aaoient,  and  the  last  b^ore  the  land-slide,  or  not  less  tiian  150  or  160  years  ago.  The 
zone  of  t lie  pictures  agreed  best,  for  convenience  of  engraving,  with  the  third  ocoupaocy,  thesgt 
of  the  fisurM  pottery.  , 

Berore  the  lana«dide,  it  was  an  open  shelter  cavern,  15  ftet  wide  at  tiie  opening,  and  7 
feet  at  the  backed;  greatest  width,  16  feet;  average  1.3  feet;  length,  30  feet;  height,  13  feet,  | 
and  depth  of  excavation,  after  clearing  out  the  sand  of  the  land-slide,  5  feet.  The  pictures  arc 
mostly  of  the  rudest  kind,  but  differing  in  degree  of  skill.  Except  several  bisons,  a  lynx,  rabbit, 
etter,  badger,  elk  and  heron,  it  is,  perhaps,  impossible  to  determine,  with  ewtainty,  what  wen 
intemlod,  or  whether  they  rc  jiro^cntcil  l.ir^^e  or  small  animals,  no  regard  being  had  to  their  rel- 
ative slzL's.  A  bison,  lynx  and  rabbit  are  pictured  in  one  group,  all  of  the  same  size.  One 
picture  }>eihap3  suggests  a  mastodon ;* another,  the  largest,  a  hippopotamus;  but  whether  tbej 
were  rsaily  intended  to  represent  those  animals,  is  quite  uncertain.  Other  seem  to  refer  to 
animals  yet  in  existence.  Many  pictures  are  fragmentary  by  the  erosion  of  the  soft  sand  rock 
on  which  they  are  enzraved.  In  one  place  is  a  crevice,  8  feet  long,  2  feet  high,  and  extending 
inward  2^  feet,  with  mgments  of  pictures  above  and  below. 

The  a])pi'!iranco  and  connection  of  the  pictures  and  characters  indicate  that  they  were  his- 
torical, rather  than  euj^raved  for  mere  amusement,  and  suggest  that  thorough  exploration  of 
eaves  may  shed  much  light  on  the  history  of  the  pre-historic  aborigines  of  our  country. 

ADDITIONAL  MOTES  ON  THB  PICTDRBD  OAVK. 
Bt  Ho*.  JOBM  A.  RiOB. 

I  visited  the  Pictured  Cave  voti  -j-i  kirnllv  requested  me  to  do  in  behalf  of  tlie  State  Histor' 
ical  Society,  and  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  examine  my  notes,  and  also  the  fac' 
simile  sketches  of  the  animal  representations  there  found,  courteously  prsaanted  to  me  by  Rev* 
Edward  Brown,  and  from  them  have  prepared  the  report,  which  I  now  Sttbout  for  the  use  of  the 
society.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Brown  for  i»ringin2  the  discovery  of  the  cave  to  the  notice 
of  archaeologists.  This  cave  is  situated  on  the  farm  ut  a  Mr.  iSamuel,  near  West  Salem,  in  the 
county  of  La  Crosse,  and  was  discovered  by  a  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  when  trapping  coons  in  a  hole 
some  animal  had  dii;;  into  tlte  cave. 

Mr.  Rice  then  notices  each  picture  as  Mr.  Ikown  has  done,  and  adds : 
In  regard  to  the  antiquity  of  these  drawings  there  can  be  no  question,  for  some  of  them  were 
covered  with  sand,  and,  besides,  I  found  pieces  of  the  rock  buried  in  the  sand,  which  had  fellen 
from  the  sides  with  portions  of  the  iiiscrifitions  upon  them,  which  fact  must  be  rejjarded  as  proof 
positive  of  a  greater  or  lesser  antiquity.  These  are  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  cave  liial  1  think 
worth  noting. 

Now,  as  to  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  tlio  representations  here  found,  and  which  are 
the  only  objects  of  interest.  The  fact  that  we  find  four  distinct  and  separate  layers  of  ashes, 
with  pottery  in  two  of  them  of  a  different  odor  and  make,  would  certainly  indicate  four  sep«mte 
and  oistinct  occupations  of  the  rock  shelter,  each  occupying  a  greater  or  less  length  of  time, 
and  when  wo  recollect  that  the  Indian  always  contents  himself  with  the  smallest  possible  amouat 
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of  fire,  and  take  into  consideration  the  thickness  of  the  layers  of  adies,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
eieh  occupation  of  the  oave  most  hare  eontinned  some  considerable  period  of  time.  Thi  I^en 
of  arad  are  easily  sccoanted  for,  as  resulting  fmm  the  disintegration  of  the  soft  rock  above  the 
cave,  as  it  fell  down  from  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  which  would  naturally  drift  into  tho  cavern  or  shel- 
ter,  and,  more  or  less  rapidly,  make  the  layers  mentioned,  and  although  the  rock  of  the  sides  and 
loof  of  tiie  eav«  are  quite  soft,  the  disintegration  has  been  exceedingly  slow,  as  there  hat  been  no 
percolation  of  water,  and  esitecially  since  the  closure  of  the  opening  the  forest  has  not  acted  upon 
the  walls ;  so  that  the  change  since  that  time,  at  least,  has  been  very  slight  indeed,  and  accounts 
fi>r  the  well-preserved  condition  of  the  pictures. 

It  ia,  perhaps,  impossible  to  say  during  which  of  these  occupations  of  the  shelter  the  draw- 
ings  were  made ;  but,  taking  into  consideration  the  height  of  the  zone  of  pictures  above  the  first 
tod  second  occupations,  they  could  hardly  be  referred  to  either  of  these,  and,  therefore,  must 
have  been  made  dnring  the  wird  or  fourth  ooeapationt  and  ftom  the  proof  potitive  of  the  domM 
of  the  cave  for  a  periM  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  yean,  a  eonsiderable  antiquity  must  be 
silo  wed. 

I  have  an  interesting  he  simile  of  an  attempt  ut  history-writing  by  the  Sioux,  with  its  intei^ 
pretation.  It  is  a  rough  representation  of  some  one  event  in  each  year,  occurring  during  the 
period  from  180O  to  1870,  and  very  much  roscniMc^  some  of  the  sketches  in  this  cave.  After  a 
careful  comparison  of  these  and  similar  Indian  drawing  I  have,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  these  representations  in  the  La  Crosse  Valley  Pictured  Care  are  also  of  Indian  origin. 
Bverything  about  them  indicates  this,  especially  the  drawing  of  the  human  figure  with  eight 
plumes  on  his  head  can  he  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  Indian  of  some  note,  who  dis- 
played bis  eight  feathers  as  indicating  the  taking  of  so  many  scalps,  and  would  be  so  interpreted 
by  any  Sionz  or  other  Northwestern  Indian,  u  these  eondosions  are  eorreoC,  the  greatest  an- 
tiqnity  dlownble  wonld  be  firom,  perhaps,  three  to  dght  hundred  years. 

POLITICAL  BOUNMAFtlKS. 

The  territory  which  is  now  embraced  in  La  Crosse  County  formed,  prior  to  1851,  apart  of 

Crawford  County. 

In  1851,  the  same  territory  which  is  now  embraced  in  La  Crosee  Conn^,  with  the  ezoep- 

tioii  of  that  part  of  Township  No.  19  north,  of  Range  No.  7  west,  whidl  lies  SOUth  of  Bladt 
Kiver,  was  set  off  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  as  La  Crosse  County. 

In  1856,  by  act  of  Legislature,  Townships  Nos.  19  north,  of  Range  Nos.  5  and  6  weet, 
in  tlie  county  of  Jackson,  were  attached  tO  and  made  part  of  La  Crosse  County.  Subsequently, 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  1H,')H.  these  two  townships  were  Set  back  into  .Jackson  County  and 
that  portion  of  Township  No.  VJ  north,  of  Ilangc  No.  7  west,  which  lies  south  oi  Black  Kiver, 
VIS  made  a  part  of  La  Grosse  County,  leaving  the  present  boundaries  of  the  county  as  described 
iti       revised  statutes  and  in  the  Revised  Statutes  of  187S.  a.s  follows : 

"  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  State  in  the  Mississippi  River, 
where  the  township  line  between  Townships  17  an«i  1?<  intersects  said  boundary  line,  ruaauig 
tbence  east  on  said  township  line  to  the  main  channd  of  Black  River ;  thence  up  the  main  ohan- 
ne!  of  Black  River  tn  the  range  lino  between  Ranges  H  ami  7.  west;  thence  soutli  'in  said  range 
line  to  the  township  line  between  Townships  lb  and  Id;  thence  east  on  said  township  line  to 
tbe  range  line  between  Ranges  4  and  5,  west  of  the  meridian  aforesud ;  thence  south  on  said 
^ge  line  to  the  township  line  between  Townships  14  and  15;  thence  west  on  said  township 
line,  to  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  State,  in  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  northerly  up 
the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

The  extent  of  the  eonnty,  according  to  these  boun&ries,  is  from  Jackson  and  Trempealean 
'  "intics  on  the  north  (Trempealeau  County  being  partly  on  the  west),  to  Vernon  County  on  the 
»outh  and  from  Monroe  County  on  the  east  to  tho  Mississippi  and  Black  Rivers  on  the  west, 
Houston  and  Winona  Counties,  in  Minnesota  being  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River, 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


ai6  mSTORT  OF  LACROSSE  COUNTY. 

opposite  to  La  Croese  Comity,  and  Tempealoan  Comity  bong  vpon  the  north  and  wait  tide  of 
Buck  River,  opposite  La  Crosse  Count y. 

The  coanty  contains  all  of  the  full  Townships  15,  16,  17  aod  18,  of  Range  5 ;  Townships 
15,  16,  17  and  18,  of  Range  6,  and  Township  17,  Range  7  ;  all  of  the  iivetioMi  Toiroships  15, 
and  16,  Ranges  7  and  17,  Range  8,  and  17,  Range  9,  and  all  of  those  portion*  of  Towndupe  18, 
BaBgee  8,  and  19,  Range  7.  wliich  lie  south  and  east  of  Black  River.  The  area  of  these  town- 
■hipa  or  parts  of  townships  within  the  countj  is  as  follows : 

Township  15,  lUngc  <'>„.......................„......„  „   2S.12S.97 

Township  IH,  lUnge  5„  «...mm<.»».....>..*..   2:;.158.14 

Township  17.  Range  6„   2-J,H81.(>l 

Township  18,  Range  6««   22,830.99 

TowDthip  16,  Range  6^   22,970.67 

TtomiBhip  16.  Range  6  S>,740.06 

Township  17,  Range  6   22.669.61 

Townohip  18,  Range  6   22,710.66 

Township  I  'l,  Kiingc  7   18,817.88 

Township  Ki.  lUnge  7   21,428.96 

Township  17,  Range  7   22.809.63 

Township  18,  Range  7   22,629.69 

Township  19.  lUnge  7   1. 602.82 

Township  16,  Range  8..   4,260.89 

Tttwnthip  17.  Range  8„   18,18A.S5 

Township  18.  Range  8  „  10,175.89 

Townabip  17,  Range  9   661,84 

S08.645.14 

The  towns,  city  and  villages  into  which  the  county  is  divided  for  local  governuieut,  and  the 
nimiber  of  aeres  in  each,  are  aa  feUowa : 

City  of  La  Crosae.-  «   3.995,60 

Town  of  WuhiBgton  26,126.97 

TvwnttOttmMd  19,871.40 

TownofShelbT   19.1«6a04 

Town  of  Campbell   22,467.86 

Town  of  Hnrre   U.'IW  ."»4 

Town  of  Bangor   2:i,l.')H.14 

Town  of  Burns  ...................................................................  81,»;52  -T.* 

Town  of  Hariiilion  ,.„   8:>,1H;;.10 

Town  of  Onalnska   81. 8.51  >9 

Village  of  Onalaska   -  1.220.74 

Town  of  HolUnd   29.476.62 

Town  of  FarmingloB   48,881.96 

808.546.14 

TOPO(iKAl'H  ic  U,  >KATrKE.S. 

The  county  i»  divided  topographically  into  the  land  in  the  valleys  of  streams,  the  hillsides 
bounding  these  valleys,  a  large  extent  of  bottom  Und*  along  the  Mi8N88inpi  and  Blade  Riven 
subject  to  utitmal  overflow,  a  few  sandy  prairies,  numerous  dry  valleys  and  ravines  with  the  hill' 
sides  bounding  thpm,  and  elevated  tHble-lands  upon  the  top  of  the  ridges. 

Black  River  flows  through  a  portion  of  the  county,  and  forms  the  northern  and  western 
boondariee  of  another  portion.  It  has  itself  no  distinet  vallrf  in  La  Crosse  County,  bat  flows 
through  the  bottom  nnd  prairio  lands  which  lie  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  main  mouth  of  Black  River  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  and  is 
about  eeven  miles  north  of  the  sonthem  boundary  of  the  county,  about  eleven  miles  south  of  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  oounty  the  Mississippi  River,  and  eigliteen  and  a  quarter  miles 
south  of  the  extreme  northern  Ixmndary  of  the  county  on  Black  Kivor.  Besides  this  main 
mouth,  it  has  two  other  mouths  or  channels,  which  run  from  the  main  channel  to  the  Mi8si«< 
sippi  River.  The  northerly  one  of  these  two  channels  is  esUed  Hammond  Chnte,  and  the  soBth« 
erlj  Qibbs'  Chnte.   The  month  of  Hammond  Chnte  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles  south  fron 
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the  northern  Innindftry  of  tlie  ooanty,  on  the  MieriMippi  River,  tnd  tbont  nine  miles  ioath  of 

the  extreme  northern  boundary  of  the  county.  The  mouth  of  Gibbs'  Chute  is  about  four  and  a 
qaarter  miles  south  of  the  north  line  of  the  county,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  eleven  and 
three-qaarter  miles  from  the  extreme  northern  boundary  of  the  county  on  Black  River.  Along 
tfae  whole  oonno  of  Blaclc  River,  in  La  Crosse  County,  there  are  sloughs  and  bayous  whidft 
encroach  upon  or  intersect  and  ramify  the  adjacent  bottom  lands.  For  a  distance  of  sevoral 
miles,  it  has,  besides  its  main  channel,  another  separate  and  distinct  channel,  known  as  Black 
SiuJce.   There  is  also,  in  another  place,  another  aistinet  ehannel,  known  as  Broken  Gnn. 

The  bottom  lands  in  tlie  county  which  are  subject  to  annual  overflow,  and  which  lie  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  River,  through  a  large  portion  of  which  Black  River  Hows,  amount  to 
aboat  33,000  acres.  The  principal,  and  in  fact  only  value  of  these  landi  is  for  timber  and  hay. 
The  timber  is  mostly  soft  maple,  birch  and  elm,  with  some  ash,  hackberry  and  other  varieties. 
A  great  part  of  the  original  timber  has  been  cut  off,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  soft  maple  and 
birch  fast  replaces  it.  The  prairie  lands  in  the  county  amount  to  about  20,000  acres.  The 
hads  in  the  valleys  of  the  streams  amount  to  about  145,000  acres.  This  is  all  rich  and  fortile^ 
and  is  the  most  valuable  land  of  the  coanty.  The  steep  hillsides  bounding  these  valleys  with 
the  dry  ravines  and  hillsides  bounding  them  amount  to  about  3U,000  acres,  and  the  elevated 
ubie-lands  with  the  rolling  lands  and  hillsides  not  too  steep  for  cultivation,  amount  to  about 
62,000  acres.  This  has  all  of  it  a  day  sabeoil,  and  is  the  best  kind  of  land  for  the  production 
wheat. 

WATER-C0UR6E.S  AND  THKIK  IMPHOVKMKNTS.  . 

The  rivers  in  La  Crosse  County  or  upon  its  boundaries,  are  the  Mississippi,  Black  and  La 
Crassc  Rivers;  the  two  last  named  flow  into  the  Mississippi  River  within  the  county. 

The  Mississippi  River  as  has  been  stated,  forms  the  greater  part  of  the  western  boundary 
of  the  county. 

The  following  statistics  in  regard  to  this  river  opposite  La  Crosse,  are  found  in  a  Report 

upon  the  Physics  and  Hydraulics  of  the  Mississippi  River,"  prepared  by  Oapt.  A.  A.  Humphrey 
and  Lieut.  Abbot,  submitted  in  18G1,  and  published  in  1867  : 

The  distance  of  La  Crosse  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  (that  is  the  mouth  of  the  Upper 
Missis.sippi  being  at  its  junction  with  the  Missouri)  is  514  miles  ;  the  elevation  above  the  sea  is 
6.>  feet.  The  fall  per  mile  is  0.22  feet,  the  width  between  banks  is  .").000  feet,  the  least  low- 
water  depth  upon  bars  is  2  feet,  the  range  between  high  and  low  water  is  14  feet,  the  area  at 
liigh  water  is  100,000  square  feet.'*  Since  diis  report  was  made  there  has  been  a  greater  range 
between  high  and  low  water,  that  is  between  lo.w  water  of  1863  and  1864,  and  the  high  water 
of  188<>,  this  range  being  16  feet,  and  owing  to  certain  improvements  made  by  the  Government 
npou  the  river  opposite  and  above  La  Crosse,  the  least  low-water  depth  upon  bars  is  said  by 
those  who  run  boats  upon  the  river  to  have  been  increased. 

These  improvement's  consist  in  the  building  of  low-water  dams  witli  fascines  and  stones 
unsB  the  head  of  the  east  channel  of  the  river  above  La  Crosse,  and  above  the  moutii  of  the 
Blsdt  and  La  Crosse  Rivers,  and  across  the  head  of  the  west  channel  of  the  river  opposite  La 
Crosse,  commonly  known  as  Raft  Channel.  Black  River  forms  the  north  boundary  of  that 
part  of  the  county  embraced  in  Townships  17  and  18  north,  of  Range  7  west,  and  Township 
18  north,  of  Range  8  west,  and  the  western  boundary  of  that  portion  of  the  county  embraced 
in  Township  18  north,  of  Range  8  west,  and  from  the  south  line  of  said  township.  Black  River 
flows,  as  has  been  described,  in  several  channels  through  bottom-lands,  and  empties  through 
different  mouths,  as  iiave  been  described,  into  the  Mississippi  River. 

Black  River  is  a  sluggish  stream,  and  but  for  the  improvements  made  by  the  Black  River 
Improvement  Company,  would  be  so  obstructed  by  sand-bars  as  to  be  unnavigable.  This  com- 
pany, under  a  charter  from  the  State,  has  improved  the  stream  by  wing  dams  and  dredging  for 
the  purpose  of  running  logs  from  the  pineries  at  its  source,  and  on  its  tributaries.  These  logs 
are  sawn  at  the  mills  1^  La  Cmsse,  and  at  points  on  the  Mississippi  River  below  La  Crosse. 
Black  Hiver  is  kept  open  and  navigable  for  the  largest  steamers  on  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  the 
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boat-yard  of  the  packet  oompany,  in  the  Fifth  Ward  of  La  Crosse,  about  a  mile  abore  iti 
uoutn. 

La  Crosse  River  enters  the  cnuntv  near  the  middle  of  the  eastern  boundary,  and  runs  in  s 
Mmtbweaterl^  direction  across  the  whole  width  of  the  county,  east  and  west,  emptying  into  the 
Miniisippi  at  the  eity  of  La  Groeae.   The  La  Crosse  Kiver,  dthoagh  meandered  by  the 

United  States  Surveyors  when  the  puhlio  landsi  were  surveyed,  is  not  navigable.  There  are 
two  flouring-mills  upon  the  river  within  La  Crosse  County,  one  at  the  village  of  Neshonoc, 
about  the  center  of  the  county,  one  mile  north  of  West  Salem,  a  station  on  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  and  Chicago  &  North* Western  Railroads,  and  another  about  two  miles 
below  Neshonoc.  The  former  of  the.se  two  mills  is  owned  by  Alexander  McMillan,  and  h»j 
six  run  of  stone;  one  of  these  run  h  exclusively  for  grinding  feed,  and  the  other  five,  with  rulb 
and  modern  machinery,  for  making  patent  flour. 

The  capacity  of  this  mill  is  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  twenty-four  ton.s  of  feed  per 
day.  The  dam  at  this  mill  is  ten  feet  high;  and  would  furnish  power  for  several  more  ran  of 
Stone.  The  dam  could  be  raised  ten  feet  higher,  which  would  give  a  power  for  a  mill  with  a 
capacity  of  from  six  to  eight  hundred  barrels  of  flour  per  day. 

The  other  mill  upon  La  Crosse  River  lias  two  run  of  stone,  and  is  owned  by  IL  Lovejoy. 

There  is  sufficient  fall  in  the  river  below  the  Lovejoy  Mill  for  two  other  water-powers  of 
about  eight  feet  head  each. 

Upon  the  creeks  tributary  to  La  Crosse  River,  there  are  mills  as  follows:  On  Dutch 
Creek  at  Bangor,  a  flouring-mill  owned  by  J.  Bosshart  and  11.  Legler,  in  which  there  are  two 
run  of  stone.  There  is  also  a  woolen-mill  on  the  same  stream,  owned  by  Otto  Bodman  and  tbe 
estate  of  J.  Ruedy. 

On  Hostwick  Creek,  there  are  two  flouring-tnills,  one  owned  by  0.  S.  Barlow,  and  the 
other  known  as  the  Barre  Mills,  owned  by  William  Rugs. 

These  two  creeks  are  upon  the  south  side  of  the  La  Crosse  River. 

On  Big  Creek,  near  tlie  ea.stern  boundery  of  the  county  upon  the  north  side  of  the  La 
Crosse  Birer,  there  is  a  ilouring-mill  owned  by  Manuel  Roberts. 

On  Burns  Creek,  also  on  the  north  side  of  La  Crosse  River,  there  are  two  mills,  one  t 
saw-mill  owned  by  D.  Vaughn,  and  the  other  a  flouring-mill  owned  by  L.  Bowen. 

Upon  Fleming;  Creek,  in  tlie  northern  part  of  the  county,  which  empties  into  Black  River, 
there  are  two  Huuriug-mills,  the  Union  Mill,  owned  by  James  Barclay,  and  another  owned 
by  J.  A.  Toung.    There  are  also  a  feed  and  saw  mill  on  this  creek  owned  by  H.  N.  Sly. 

Upon  Halway  Creek,  which  empties  into  Black  River  about  six  miles  above  La  Crosse 
City,  there  are  two  flouring-mills,  one  near  Midway,  owned  by  A.  Grams,  and  one  about  two 
miles  above  owned  by  C.  Christianson. 

Upon  Mormon  Greek,  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  there  are  three  flouring-mills.  This 
creek  rises  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  uj>on  the  west  .«ide  of  the  town  of  Washington, 
Township  No.  15  north,  of  Range  No.  5  west.  It  runs  through  the  central  part  of  the  lower 
tier  of  townshijis  in  the  eonnty,  about  twelve  miles,  and  empties  into  what  is  called  Mormon 
Slough.  This  slough  is  really  a  part  of  the  Mississippi  River,  flowing  from  it  a  short  dist«nce 
below  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  and  running  back  into  it  in  Vernon  County,  about  fourteen  miles 
below  La  Crosse. 

The  lower  mill  upon  Mormon  Creek  is  owned  by  Valentine  Oehler,  and  lias  three  run  of 
stone.  The  secon<l  mill,  counting  from  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  is  owned  by  Matthias  Blumer, 
and  has  three  run  of  stone.  The  third,  or  upper  mill,  is  owned  by  S.  McKown,  and  has  three 
run  of  stone. 

Upon  Coon  Creek,  there  is  a  flouring-raill  owned  by  Joseph  Nedwielek.  This  creek  rises 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town  of  VVashington.  and  flows  through  the  central  part  of  the 
town  southward  into  Vernon  County  where  it  empties  into  Coon  River. 

Chipmunk  Creek  (  a  small  part  of  which  is  within  the  OOUUty  along  its  southern  boundary, 
the  remainder  being  in  Vernon  County),  furnishes  no  water-power  in  La  Crosse  County,  althon^ 
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there  is  a  mill  on  this  creek  in  Vernon  Ooanty.  This  creek  empties  into  Mormon  Slonsh  in 
Vernon  Comity,  n  short  distance  below  the  southern  boundary  of  La  Crosse  County.   AU  of 

the  remaining  streams  iiT  La  Crosse  County  not  hereinbefore  mentioned,  arc  tributary  to  those 
named.  The  principal  ones  are  Fish  Creek,  Thompson's  Creek  and  Smith  Creek  flowing  into 
the  La  Orosse  River  on  the  south  side,  and  Adams  Creek  and  Thrasher's  Creek  flowing  into 
the  La  Crosse  River  on  the  north  side. 

The  total  number  of  mills  run  by  water-power  in  La  Crosse  County  as  above  described,  art 
fifteen  for  flour  and  feed,  one  feed  and  saw  mill,  and  one  woolen>mill,  eighteen  in  alL 

TBI  WIMMIBAOO  COMFBOntACT  AHD  INDUK  OOODPATIOV, 

Bt  Jpdoi  OaiiB. 

Fbr  this  artids  we  are  indebted  to  Jadge  George  Gale's  valuable  work,  The  Upper  Mis> 
'^'-ippi.  "  to  whose  compilation  he  gave  years  of  labor  and  reseuroh,  and  which  was  the  crowning 
effort  of  a  most  noble  and  useful  life  : 

When  Sienr  Jean  Nioolet  visited  the  O'ehunk-o^awt,  or  Winoebagoes,  at  Green  Bay,  in 

Vi'-V.\*  he  spoke  of  them  as  then  "sedentary  ati  l  very  numerous,"  but  this  fact  has  since  been 
<i'uibted,  as.  the  following  year,  they  were  nearly  exterminated  by  the  Illinois,  and  if  so  easily 
exterminated,  it  was  thought  they  could  not  have  been  very  numerous.  Again,  it  was  said  by 
authors,  that  the  Winnebagoes  were  only  an  insignificant  band  of  the  Sioux,  speaking  a  ^Ualeet 
'if  the  Sioux  language.  But  hitcr  in vesti;rHtiiins  into  the  language  of  the  Ochunkoraws  and 
several  other  Western  tribes,  seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  they  are  the  parent  nation  to  a 
coofedwraey  of  an  independent  language,  reaching  from  Lake  Saperior  south  to  the  Red  River, 
and  composed  of  the  Winnebagoes,  Menomonees,  lowas,  Missooris,  Osages,  Kansas,  Quapaws, 
Otoes.  Omahas,  Poncas,  Mardans,  and  perhaps  others. 

On  this  subject  Rev.  William  Hamilton,  who  had  for  fifteen  years  been  a  missionary  among 
the  lowas,  and  Imd  published  a  grammar  of  their  language,  in  answer  to  questions  from  H.  R. 
."^1  hoolcraft.  wrote  as  follows:  "There  is  no  more  difference  between  the  language  of  the  lowas, 
Otoes  and  Menomonees  than  between  the  language  of  a  New  Englander  and  a  Southerner.  A 
few  words  are  eommon  to  one  tribe  and  not  to  anotiier.  They  say  the  Winnebago  is  Ote  fuU 
lamjuage.  This  may  be  true ;  if  so,  the  Iowa,  Otoe  and  Missouri  languages  would  be  one 
dialect;  the  Omaha  and  Ponca  another:  the  Konza.  O-iage,  Quapaw  and  Apaclies  (a  band  of 
the  Osages).  another :  or,  perhaps,  the  Omahas,  Poncas,  Konza»,  etc.,  might  all  be  called  one 
dialect.  *  *  «  rj^y^^  Osage,  Konza,  Quapaw,  etc.,  are  the  same  language.  The 
Omaha  and  Ponca  are  the  same.  Many  words  of  the  Winnebagoes  are  the  same  in  lowa." 
— '"Schoolcraft's  History  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  '  Part  IV,  pages  40o,  406). 

In  the  same  volume,  page  227,  J.  E.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent  to  the  Winnebagoes, 
writes:  ''The  Winnebagoes  olaira  that  they  are  an  original  stock,  and  that  the  Missouris, 
lowas,  Otofvs  and  Omahas  spratig  from  them.  These  Indians  call  the  Winnebagoes  their  elder 
brothers,  and  the  similarity  of  their  language  renders  it  probable  that  they  belong  to  the  same 
Stock.  Even  in  1670,  the  Winnebagoes  told  Rev.  Father  Alloues  that  *  there  were  only  certain 
people  of  the  Southwest  who  spoke  as  they  did.'" 

To  this  testimony  we  may  add  that  of  Mr.  Saterlee  Clark,  an  old  Winnebago  trader,  and 
one  of  the  few  who  ever  learned  the  language,  that  he  oonid  converse  wiA  and  understand  the 
lowas,  and  that  the  lowas  called  themst  lvt  s  0-chttnk-o«raws.  Also  the  statement  of  the  Win- 
nebagoes to  Gen.  Sully,  that  they  sjnike  the  same  language  as  the  Omahas;  and  the  further 
statement  of  James  Reed,  Es^.,  of  Trempealeau  County,  Wis.,  to  the  writer,  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  learn  the  Winnebaoo  language  on  account  of  its  being  so  deeply  gutteral,  notwith- 
standing be  had  many  years  spoken  Sioux,  been  a  fiurmer  and  tradn'  amongst  them,  and  had  a 

"Jean  NirML't  Ti>ili.^j  <;rccn  Bur  in  IlkVi.  not  In  1'  :  '  m         I  -h  -l.,t"l  )>v  lii.toriui  ibr  oauijr  f  ciini.  R<'<-<.tit  invt-iiiiKallra  kll  deT*!* 
Uil«  tmcU    Vid*  "Uiitarjr  Kortharn  WiMonain,"  WiviUin  UUtorical  Co.,  Chicago:  "MlMtof^  DiMorery  of  Uie  SiorUiiraM,"  fejr  A  W. 
SHiiiiW;  Bobwt  Ckulk  4  oi .  OImIbmH.  ,  ^ 
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ooosin  of  the  chief  Wahasha  as  his  vtfe.   This  we  imagine,  makes  a  strong  ease  against  dM 

assertion  that  the  Winnebago  is  only  a  dialect  of  the  Sioux. 

When  Sieur  Nicolet  assembled  four  or  five  thousand  Winncbagoes,  Siou.x,  Illinois  and 
Pottawatomies  at  Green  Bay,  in  1U39  — see  foot  note]  for  a  general  council,  is  it  not  nrob- 
able  that  there  eame  also  the  Menomonees,  lowas,  Osages  and  other  kindred  bands  of  the  Wia- 
nebagofs.  find  from  their  numbers  he  correctly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Winnebngoes 
were  ''sedentary  and  very  numerous?"  They  then  evidently  occupied  the  territory  from  near 
Mackinaw,  southwest  to  the  Red  River,  extending  east  as  fiir  as  the  Illinois  River,  the  Hiam- 
sippi  and  the  Lower  Ohio  Valley.  For  over  thirty  years  later,  and  after  the  advent  of  the 
fugitive  Algonquins,  the  eight  Illinois  bands  were  on  Illinois  Riveras  their  real  homes,  althou^rh 
Marquette,  January  25,  1673,  found  the  Peorias  ou  the  Mississippi  when  dcscendiue  the  river; 
bnt  tney  had  retamed  to  the  Illinois  when  he  eame  back,  some  two  months  later.  Rev.  Father 
Allonr-7  also  found  the  Illinois  on  the  Illinois  River  in  1677.  Thus  was  evidently  sitaated  in 
the  Winnebago  Confederacy  in  1634,  "sedentary  and  very  nuoierous." 

O-CHUHK-O-KAW. 

The  tradition  of  the  O-chnnk-o-raw  elairas  that  the  tribe  was  created  at  the  Mok-kaa-shooM- 

raw,  on  Red  Earth  Bank?,  on  the  south  shore  of  Green  Ray.  They  were  known  to  the  Algon- 
quin tribe  by  the  name  of  Winnebagoec,"  or  people  of  the  salt  water;  and  as  the  Algonquin 
word  for  salt  water  and  stinking  water  was  the  same,  the  French  gave  them  the  name  of  La 
Puant$,  or  stinkards.    They,  however,  call  themselves  0-chunk-o-raw. 

The  tribe  was  spoken  of  by  Sieur  Champlain.  who  visited  Lake  Huron  in  lt>l  ami  the 
singularity  of  their  names  probably  induced  the  French  Governor  of  Canada  to  send  Sieur 
Nicollet,  bis  Indian  interpreter,  to  visit  them  in  1684,  in  hopes  of  disoovering  the  Westsra 
ocean.*  They  continued  to  occupy  Green  Bay,  Fox  River  and  Lake  Winnebago  until  modem 
times,  and  were  generally  allies  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  in  the  old  Indian  wars.  They  were, 
after  17r)4,  allies  of  the  French  while  they  held  Canada,  and  afterward  of  the  British,  until  the 
dose  of  the  war  in  1812. 

In  ISlt],  the  riiitod  State'^  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Portage  bands,  under  the 
chief  CVtoo-ke-kaw,  or  the  Ladle,  more  commonly  known  by  his  French  name,  De  Cora." 
This  band  agreed  to  separate  themselves  from  the  balance  of  the  tribe  until  they  made  a  treaty 
of  peace  also,  and  delivered  up  their  prisoners.  The  O-chunk-o-raws  joined  the  tribes  at  the 
great  council  with  ihe  United  States,  held  at  Prairie  du  Chien  August  19,  182">.  This  gave  to 
the  Winnebagoes  the  country  bounded  as  follows  :  "Southeasterly  by  RockRiver,  from  its  source 
near  the  Winnebago  Lake  to  the  Winnebago  village,  about  forty  miles  above  its  mouth  :  westerly, 
by  the  east  lino  of  the  tract  lyinp:  upon  the  Missis,*<ippi.  herein  secured  to  the  Ottawas,  Chip 
pewas  and  Pottawatomies  of  the  Illinois ;  and  also  by  the  high  bluif  described  in  the  Siuux 
boandary,  and  running  north  to  Blaek  River ;  from  this  point  the  Winnebagoes  claim  op  Black 
River  to  a  point  due  west  from  the  source  of  the  Left  Fork  of  the  Ouisconsin  to  the  Portage, 
and  across  the  Portage  to  Fox  River:  thence  down  Fox  River  to  tlif  Winnebago  Lake,  and  to 
the  grand  Kau-kaulin,  including  in  thin  claim  the  whole  of  Winnebago  Lake." 

In  a  second  treaty,  Angust  11,  1827,  between  the  United  Stateis  and  the  Ohippewas,  iMe- 
nominees  and  Winnebagoes.  our  (rovemment  stipulated  that  '*  the  sum  of  ^l.OOO  shall  be  annually 
appropriated,  for  the  term  of  three  years;  and  the  sum  of  $1,600  shall  be  annnallv  thereafter 
appropriated  as  long  as  Congress  thinks  proper,  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  tribes, 
parties  thereto,  and  of  the  New  York  Indians  near  Oreen  Bay,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

In  1827,  some  Winnebagoes  attacked  and  killed  eight  Chippewas  near  Fort  Snel ling,  where- 
upon the  Commandant  of  that  fort  took  four  of  the  offending  Winnebagoes  and  delivered  then 

*Nin>l<-t'«  mlatlon  w»a  lo  connrni  |m-i  .  I  i  Ih". n        ilumti-.  itlli<'.'<  of  llii-  Kri-iicli  ' and  tti"  iu  tril'."-,  fur  the  punoM «f  lacrrwiW 

the  tnui*  in  fun.  Ulajoorne;  wm  duI  oiiv  u(  i>x|>lur>llun.  In  a  jcooonflil- al  i>eu*«,  but  was  comnifrclal  in  it>  cluirmcler.  IM  wwlmrtVM* 
lewllMii*kMltiuwd^rs'timtrd«(tteWiNgMto,M«llMMMirt^     h—  turn  Miwwytly  ittiwd. 
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to  the  CiuppewM,  who  immediateljr  put  them  to  death.  Red  Bird's  band  soon  after  attacked 
«v»  kceMwtti  at  tht  month  of  Goon  Slough,  on  Uiwiisippi,  killing  two  and  woanding  nx 
whiles;  whiURad  Bird  himself  killed  two  whites  at  Prairie  du  Ohion.  The  settlers  at  once 
organized  for  war,  electing  Gen.  Dodge  commander.  Gen.  Atkinson,  with  a  small  force  of 
regular  troops,  marched  up  the  Wisconsin,  and,  joined  by  the  forces  of  Gen.  Dodge,  advanced 
to  attack  the  Winnebagoee  in  force  at  the  Portage ;  but  on  their  arriral  reooiTed  overtures  from 
the  Indians,  who  doUvered  ap  Bad  Bird  and  tix  others  ss  the  guilty  parties,  whioh  ended  die 
difficaltj. 

The  next  vear,  1828,  the  United  Sttrtes  made  an  nnsncoessfnl  attempt  to  pnrohaee  the 
Winnebago  lanas,  including  the  lead  mines,  and  failed. 

In  1829,  by  a  treaty  concluded  at  Prairie  du  Cbien,  concluded  August  1  of  that  year,  the 
tribe  ceded  their  territory  south  of  the  Wisconsin  River,  and  west  of  .a  line  running  south  from 
Lake  Packaway,  by  Duck  Greek,  Fonrth  Ldie,  near  Madison,  Sugar  River  and  Pee-kthttU-a-llMf 
bv  which  the  Winnebago  intorost  in  the  mines  was  secured  to  the  Ijnitod  States.  The  considera- 
tion for  the  territory  purchased  was  9^,000,  paid  annually  for  thirty  years ;  $30,000  in  goods 
psid  down,  and  80,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  fifty  barrels  of  salt,  delivered  annually  for  thirty 
jsars. 

By  a  treaty,  on  September  15,  1832,  the  Winnebagoes  ceded  to  the  Ignited  States  all 
the  balance  of  their  lands  south  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers,  for  which  the  Govern- 
flwnt  gave  them  an  interest  in  the  **  neutral  groands "  weat  of  the  Miaaissippi,  an  annual 
uirm'.ty  for  twenty-seven  successive  years  of  Sl'XO'tO,  and  further  agreed  to  establish  and  main- 
Iain  a  school  at  Prairie  du  Chien  for  twenty-seven  years,  at  an  annual  expense  not  exceeding 
(3,000 ;  support  six  agricultnriats  for  twenty-seven  years ;  pay  not  exoeeding  $2,500  for  twelve 
jtkboi  oxen  and  agricultural  implMients ;  pay  the  Rook  River  band  1,5011  pounds  of  tobacco 
per  annum  :  and  pay  ^200  per  annum  each  for  the  services  of  two  physicians,  one  stationed  at 
tort  Winnebago,  and  the  other  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  treaty  contained  some  small  grants 
of  land  to  half-breeds,  and  required  the  surrender  of  eight  Indians,  charged  with  the  murder 
of  some  whites  in  the  Black  Ilawk  war. 

By  another  treaty,  November  1,  1837,  the  Winnebagoes  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the 
btlaace  of  their  territory  on  the  east  aide  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  certain  interests  on  the 
vsatside,  for  which  tlie  Government  paid  $1,500,000.  Of  this  amoant,  $100,000  was  to  be 
expended  in  goods,  horses,  provisions,  opening  farms  and  expenaesof  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  where  the  tribe  engaged  to  go  in  eight  months  after  the  ratitication  of 
the  treaty.  However,  they  did  not  perform  that  agreement  until  1840.  A  new  treaty  was 
entered  into  at  Wiishington,  D.  C.,  October  13,  1846,  by  which  the  tribe  siirremlcred  al!  tlioir 
interests  in  lands  in  the  United  States,  for  which  the  United  States  engaged  to  give  the  tribe 
800,000  acres  of  land  north  of  the  St.  Peters,  or  Minnesota  River,  for  a  residence,  and  pay  in 
addition  8100,000.  The  chiefs  selected  a  tract  north  of  the  Watab,  but  the  tribe  was  generally 
dinatisfied  with  the  location,  and  the  mo.st  of  them  remained  scattered  about  the  country. 

In  1853,  a  new  treaty  was  made,  by  which  they  were  allowed  to  change  their  location  to 
the  Orow  River ;  but  Che  ratifioation  of  this  treaty  waa  refused  on  the  remonstrance  of  the 
people  of  Minnesota.  The  matter  was  compromised  by  the  United  States,  and  in  February, 
1656.  the  chiefs  were  permitted  to  select  their  land  on  the  Blue  Earth  River,  south  of  the  Min- 
nesota. Here  the  tribe  settled  the  same  spring,  highly  satisfied  with  their  land,  and  immedi- 
ately oommenoed  building  house.s  and  improving  land.  So  well  had  they  succeeded  that  the 
6oTemm«it  Agent  at  St.  Paul,  in  ISOO,  reported  as  follows: 

There  have  been  raised  by  individual  Indians  as  high  as  sixty  acres  of  wheat  on  a  single 
hm.  The  reservation  presents  the  appearance  of  as  much  improvement  as  the  snrroundrog 
country  ;  and,  in  fact,  when  viewing  the  conifurtable  log  and  frame  houses  that  dot  the 
reservation  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  it  pre.sents  a  far  different  scene  than  is  usual  to  be 
fiNmd  upon  Indian  reservations,  for  wigwams  are  becoming  as  rare  as  houses  were  but  two  years 
iiaoe." 
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The  same  year  the  teachers  of  the  reported  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pupils  enrolled,  of  I 
whieh  sixty-two  were  males  and  fi^-dz  feaulas;  that  they  were  inttraoled  In  thocvdinary 
English  branches,  and  had   as  mnon  ednoational  capad^  as  can  be  foand  in  any  sobool  ^ 

equal  nize." 

In  the  midst  of  their  prosperity,  when  their  civilization  hud  become  almost  a  certainty,  the 
occurrence  of  the  Sioux  massacre,"  in  Jane,  1862,  dashed  their  fond  hopes  to  the  gronnd. 
Notwithstaiidinj;  the  Winnel)agoes  took  no  part,  but  offered  the  services  of  their  warriors  to  our 
Government  to  help  punish  that  rebellious  nation  ;  yet  the  exasperated  inhabitants  of  Minne- 
sota demanded  their  remoyal,  and  Congress,  by  u  special  act,  directed  the  President  to  transport 
them  to  the  Missouri  River  with  the  friendly  Sioux. 

Accordingly,  in  May  iinil  June,  1863.  without  any  treaty,  they  were  loaded  upon  steamers 
and  taken  to  the  Missouri  River,  where,  in  the  language  of  a  missionary  to  the  writer,  "  they 
were,  like  the  Sionx,  damped  in  the  desert  one  hundred  miles  from  Fort  Randall." 

When  the  purposes  of  the  Government  became  known  to  the  tribe,  the  old  chiefs,  I)e  C  'r.i. 
Winneshiek,  Dandy  and  their  families,  and  some  others,  fled  to  Wisconsin,  where,  near  the  tun- 
nel, in  the  Ml  of  1864,  the  rsnerabls  old  chief,  DeCora,  who  eaptared  Black  Hawk  in  1882, 
and  sent  him  to  the  Government  Agent  at  Prairie  du  Chicn,  died  in  poverty. 

Soon  after  the  Winnebagoes  were  lamled  at  Crow  Creek.  Dakota  Territory,  they  pro- 
nounced the  country  not  fit  for  cultivation,  and  were  generally  dissatisfied.  They  soon  com- 
menced the  manaAetare  ot  canoes  to  return  down  the  river.  Brig.  Gen.  Sally  visited  their 
reservation,  and  July  15,  1868,  sent  a  dispatch  to  Gen.  Pope,  in  which  he  remarked:  **I  find 
both  tribes  (Sioux  and  Winnebagoes)  very  discontented,  and  if  troops  are  not  constantly  kept 
here,  I  think  there  will  be  trouble. 

**The  Winnebagoes  I  find  hard  at  work  making  canoci.";,  with  the  intention  of  (quitting  the 
agency  and  pfiinj;  to  join  the  Omaha-s,  or  some  other  tribes  down  the  river.  I  had  a  council 
with  them  yesterday,  in  which  they  said  they  had  been  promised,  when  they  left  their  last  res- 
ervation, to  be  settled  on  the  Big  Sioax  Kiver.  How  true  that  is,  I  cannot  say.  They  also 
stated  that  niit!;iiig  woiilil  grow  here.  They  dare  not  go  out  to  hunt,  for  fear  of  the  other 
tribes,  and  they  would  all  starve  to  death.  This  I  believe  to  be  true,  without  the  Government 
intends  to  ration  them  all  the  time.    The  land  is  dry,  sandy  and  parched  up." 

In  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  following  day.  (len.  Sully  remariced: 

*' I  state  this  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  country.  Tlie  land  is  poor,  a  low,  sandy 
soil.  I  don't  think  you  can  depend  on  a  crop  of  corn  even  once  in  five  years,  as  it  seldom 
rains  here  in  the  summer.  There  is  no  banting  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  the  bands  of 
Sioux  near  hwe  are  hostile  to  them.  The  Winnebagoes  tell  me  they  are  friends  of  the  Onia- 
has,  and  speak  nearly  the  ^ame  language.  It  is  their  wish  to  be  united  with  them  on  the 
Omaha  reservation,  and,  as  they  say,  the  Omahas  are  in  favor  of  this  also.  Their  last  removal 
from  Minnesota  was  hard  for  them,  for  they  were  not  implicated  in  the  late  massacre." 

The  Indian  Agent  for  the  Omahas,  October  10,  IhOo,  reported  the  continued  arrival  of 
small  parties  of  Winnebagoes  at  that  reservation  in  a  destitute  condition,  and  he  was  $oon  after 
instructed  from  Washington  to  proride  for  all  that  arrived.  In  September,  1864,  over  twdve 
hundred  had  arrived,  and  the  agent,  with  the  consent  of  the  0mah88,bad  assigned  them  a  tract 
of  land  for  temporary  cultivation,  and  they  had  harvested  100  acres  of  com. 

Soon  after  this  the  Winnebagoes  contracted  with  the  Omahas  for  nearly  one-third  of  th«r 
reservation  at  about  Si*  cent.s  per  acre,  of  which  the  Indian  Agent  said,  September  13,  1866: 
"If  this  arrangement  be  ratified  by  the  Senate  the  coming  winter,  they  will  become  pofsessed 
of  lands  (240  sections)  ample  in  extent  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  tribe,  abounding  in  wood  and 
water,  and  for  agricultural  purposes  equal  to  the  best  farming  lands  in  Nebraska. 

This  contract  was  finally  ratiBed  by  the  United  States  Government. 

Speaking  generally  of  the  Winnebagoes,  the  Indian  Superintendent  of  the  northern  i 
department,  in  September,  1865,  said:  "I  cannot  too  strong Iv  recommend  this  unfortanate  ' 
and  much-abused  tribe  to  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  the  Department.   Hurried  from 
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tiieir  comfortable  homes  in  Minuesota,  in  18ti3,  and  located  at  the  Crow  Creek  Agency,  where 
it  is  impowible,  one  year  in  six,  to  rniae  a  crop,  either  of  com,  wheat  or  potatoes,  they  have 

suffered  more  than  any  other  tribe  in  the  country.  They  are  now  subsisted  by  the  Government 
on  the  Omaha  Reservation,  in  Nebraska,  whither  they  have  all  sought  refuge  to  escape  starva- 
tion, and,  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  they  must  continue  a  charge  upon  the  Govern- 
nMBt  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  nearly  two  years  to  come." 

In  the  August  report  occur  these  remarks:  "This  tribe  is  characterized  by  fniL'ility, 
thrift  and  industry  to  an  extent  unequaled  by  any  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  Northwest. 
Lojsl  to  the  GoTernment  and  peacefai  toward  their  neighbors,  they  are  entitled  to  the  foetering 
emci  the  General  <"<     :  nment." 

The  removal  and  unsettled  condition  of  the  Winnebagoes  broke  up  their  schools  and  relig- 
ions instruction,  and  in  December,  18(34,  thirty-eight  chiefs  and  head  men,  at  their  Omulia  resi- 
dence, petitioned  their  Father,"  the  President,  among  other  things,  as  follows;  "It  is  oar 
sincere  desire  to  have  n_':iin  cstuMi.slied  among  \is  such  scho'ds  as  we  see  in  operation  among 
your  Omaha  children.  Father,  as  soon  as  you  find  a  permanent  home  fur  us,  will  you  not  do 
tliis  finr  08  ?  And,  Father,  ss  we  would  like  our  children  taught  the  Christian  religion,  as 
before,  we  would  like  our  school  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  And  last,  Father,  to  show  you  our  sincerity,  we  desire  to  luive  set  apart  for  its 
establishment,  erection  and  support  all  of  our  school  funds,  and  whatever  more  is  necessary." 

The  population  of  this  tribe  has  been  variously  estimated  at  different  periods.  Thus  we 
find  in  a  French  document  that  they  had  '2']0  warriors  in  173fj;  accnidii)ir  to  Sir  William  John- 
aoD,  in  1763  they  bad  increased  to  300;  Capt.  Carver,  in  1766,  reduced  the  number  to  200. 
By  a  census  of  the  tribe  in  1859,  they  were  found  to  number  2,256  souls,  of  which  1,055  were 
males,  and  1,201  feiualei;  but  by  the  census  of  18«>5  the  whole  number  had  diminished  t(t 
l.'.'ilO.  The  latter  censns  probably  did  not  include  the  stragglers  in  Wisconsin,  which  were 
still  there  in  18G6.  They  have  been  a  vigorous,  athletic  race,  and  received  from  the  Sioux  a 
name — 0-ton-ta-kah — said  to  mean  ''the  large  and  strong  people." 

In  the  spring  of  186G,  the  WiriTicl)a^oes  finally  settled  on  their  Omaha  reservation  and 
oommenced  building  houses,  of  which  they  bad  been  destitute  these  years;  they  also  put  on 
white  men*8  clothing,  and  have  cheerfally  settled  down,  hoping  to  have  a  permanent  home. 

The  Agent,  in  his  report  of  August  20,  18tU),  said:  ''There  have  returned  to  the  tribe, 
within  the  past  few  weeks,  about  one  hundred  soldiers,  who  have  served  with  cre<lit  to  them- 
selves and  tu  their  tnbe,  in  the  defense  of  their  country.  I  consider  the  Winnebagoes  one  of 
die  bsst  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  country,  and  with  proper  treatment  they  will  soon  become  a 
■d^astaioiog,  piteperous  and  happy  people." 

By  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  ratified  and  proclaimed  March  28,  1866,  the  Winue- 
Isgpss  released  weir  Grow  Creek  BMcnration  and  accepted  their  Omaha  Reservation,  paid  for 
by  die  United  States.  They  also  were  to  receive  100  cows,  400  horses,  20  yoke  of  oxen,  and 
wagons;  have  a  steam  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  necessary  buildings  for  a  complete  agMlcy 
erected,  and  are  to  be  paid  the  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence  for  one  year. 

In  the  account  of  Rev.  Alfred  Barenson,  of  Prairie  du  Ghien,  he  says : 

>'i:u(^  ..f  Shon  s  iiutlinrilieM  found  ihctii  at  Urcen  Bay  M  early  as  163t».  Winm'hujio  i*  the  OMDCgireii  tliem  liv 
ihf  Alg.jtiijUiii".  winch  iiii'iins  '•fi  iid."  't  wnn  because  they  wer»>  '4Hi.|  to  hnvfi  coint-  frum  ilie  salt  water,  wliich  ilic 
Inii»n>  siyle  fetid  woter.    Thi-  niiinc,  h. wi  ver,  i»  corrupted.  nH-;inij  filthj  or  fetid,  /)'  waitT.  y.i  gives  itn 

ctamcler.  Wernebaffo  is  the  niirnf  of  tlu-  water  in  h  njamh  that  ii  soi-nted  or  filthy.  Oninnelmji.!  is  the  French  of 
it  The  .Vlf^unquins  called  the  Winneliagoes  a  Dakota  tribe,  but  an  there  is  no  utmlogj  bctwrcn  iheir  languages,  there 
It  110  probability  of  aueh  relationship.  They  called  theiiuielTeB  Otekagrai,  but  were  nickuameU  by  the  French  voj- 
»gvr  PuADis.  />ud,  probably  tAaalatiiif  di«  Alglo  Into  V^aob,  aad  no  l«n  than  tm  dlShrml  mmdc*  an  gi«w  tb«n 
^  different  writer?. 

The  various  names,  and  the  variations  of  the  same  name,  are  thus  treated  by  an  article 
Nhting  ihereto  in  the  Wisconsin  Eistoriesl  Collection  of  1856,  page  187,  which  is  taken  in 

tsn  from  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  1659-60,  1669-70 : 

Thn  art  a  OaluiU  tribe,  aad  tbia  aame  is  that  giveo  by  the  Algonniaa,  aad  mwm  "  IbtM."  Tba  Freoob 
tWMlMKi  Hhytbawrerd  PDaoti>,  fMof  UaianaBtio  thvtribcaad  teOrMB  Biv  (8a|ard).  Tba Mrly  niariaa^ 
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ariM  (Brussaoft,  p.  64,  and  Mari|uet(ei  ftate  that  they  were  so  oalle*!  hj  the  Algonquina,  aa  coining  from  the  ««•& 
or  sail  water,  which  the  Indinns  style  "  fetid  water."  Nicolet  called  them  mor«  properly  Omdej  mer  {men  of  tht 
8«a).  The  Hurons  oallad  the  tribe  Aweataiwaeol-rboroiw,  and  the  Sioux,  Otonkab  or  Sturgeon  *  Scbooleraft).  but  lb*; 
call  themselfes  Otehagraa  (Charleroiz),  lIochuDfftn  or  OehuBfaniMl,  or  Trout  Naiion.  or  HorogI  (tn  mtm), 
Bchooloran.  nuynon  at«t«s  in  his  ReMdlMiions,  |Mg«  S86,  that  the  OHM  «M  gltta  to  th*  MmwioneM  fPUi^ 
pa-go,  or  filthy.  They  wer*  th*  original  inhabUiuito  «f  Wiiooatiii,  and  «•«•  oflaa  tMauftOM*  and  boaiile.  Tbty 
were  alliea  of  Fontiao  in  1763.  were  defeated  by  VTmjn*  in  1794,  and  adhered  to  England  in  the  war  of  1812. 

From  dipt.  Carver's  North  America,  page  18,  the  following  statement  is  given  of  his  fim 

meeting  with  these  ladians : 

Qb  th«  SStb  of  fieptonbor,  1766,  1  orriTOd  at  tho  great  town  of  tbo  WinnobogoM,  aitimtad  on  a  nMll  idaal 
joit  aa  yon  ontor  tho  east  end  of  Lalte  WinnoblfO.  Kere  the  Queen  who  preaided  over  thia  tribe  reeeived  me  witk 
great  ciTility,  and  entertained  me  in  a  rery  dlal!ngui!ihe>i  manner  during  the  four  daya  1  continued  with  ber.  Tie 

lime  I  tarriod  here  I  etnployoil  in  making  the  be^^t  olncrvaiionf  po«'»itde  on  the  country,  and  in  collecting  the  WNI 
certain  iiitellif^encf  I  could  of  thi'  origin.  Un^uiige  iiuJ  cuutoiu-*  of  tliii  people.  From  these  inquiries,  I  hsre  reaaoB 
to  conclude  that  >\if  Winriel  ugui's  orij.'itmll_v  re!<ided  in  some  <if  thf  proviurri  bflonj^ini;  to  New  Mexico,  and  b«in| 
driven  from  their  Dative  country,  cither  by  intestine  diTiaiona,  or  by  the  extension  of  the  i^paniah  conquests,  they 
took  refuge  in  these  more  northern  parts  about  a  eentury  ago. 

My  reasons  for  adopting  this  auppoaition  aro.  flnt  from  tboir  unalionable  attachment  to  the  Maadaweerit 
tadlona  (Sioux),  who,  they  aay,  gare  them  the  oorlioot  oaeoordariBg  iMr  omigralion,  notwithstanding  ihcir  pf«- 
oat  roiidonoo  is  aoro  thm  sis  hundred  miles  distant  from  that  poople.  Seooadlj,  (bat  Ihoir  diilsoi  diffm  ttm 
oTory  other  nation  yet  dlseoTored,  it  being  very  uncouth,  gultral  Jargon,  whleb  none  of  their  neighbors  will  aitcoipt 
to  learn.  They  conren^e  with  other  nations  in  the  Chippeway  tongue,  which  is  the  prevniling  Ungu'igo  throughout  x!l 
the  tribes,  from  the  .Mohawks  of  r*nada  to  those  who  inhabit  the  borders  of  the  .Mi-sis^ippi.  and  from  the  llurnDt 
und  lllinoi,'^  to  5.uch  as  dwell  near  llini-uu's  Bay.  Thirdly,  from  tla-ir  inviMoralc  Inured  to  the  Spi\ni»rds.  Some  of 
thcni  informed  nie  that  they  hud  iiiM  te  iti.nny  excursions  to  the  southwest,  which  took  up  sevcml  uiodhs.  An  elderlj 
chief,  more  particularly  acquninte<l  me  that,  about  forty-six  winters  ago,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  fifty  war- 
riors toward  the  southwest  for  three  moons.  That  during  this  expedition,  whilst  they  were  croaaing  a  plain,  thcj 
dlMOTOCCd  a  body  of  men  on  horseback,  who  belonged  to  the  black  people,  for  so  they  call  tbo  Spaniards.  As  aoeo 
Um^  poffceiTod  then,  tboy  proereded  with  oaation,  uul  ooacealod  ihomsolfea  till  niglii  eoaio  ea,  whoa  they  dn* 
•0  BOOT  M  to  bo  able  to  disoero  tho  nuinbor  and  oltaatioB  of  tboir  enemies*  Plading  they  woro  not  ablo  to  oeps  vilk 
1M  groat  a  superiority  by  daylight,  they  waited  till  they  had  retired  to  rest,  when  they  inished  upon  them,  and  allar 
having  killed  the  groateat  part  of  the  men,  took  eighty  horaes  loaded  with  what  they  termed  white  atone.  This  I 
suppose  to  have  been  !<ilvcr;  he  told  mo  the  horaes  were  shod  with  ii.  and  th;ii  ilicir  brl  llo!<  were  ornamented  with 
the  aanie.  When  they  hml  satiated  their  revenge,  they  carried  ntf  their  spitil,  and  being  got  .to  far  aa  to  be  out  of 
reach  of  the  i^pBuiards  that  had  escaijed  their  fury,  they  left  the  ui'elesa  nnd  ponderous  burthen  with  which  thf 
horsea  were  loaded  in  the  wooda,  and  mounting  thi-msclveH  in  i\n^  manner  reiurtied  to  their  friends.  The  party  ibej 
had  Ihno  defeated  1  conclude  to  be  tho  oarovan  i  h m  liunually  conveyit  lo  Mexico  it^  .silver  which  tho  Spaniards  fiod 
ia  gront  ouuilitioo  on  tho  mountains  lyiaif  near  the  head  of  the  Colorado  River.  The  Wionebagoos  «mi  raise  about 
two  haaarod  worrloro.  Thotr  town  ooniains  about  fifty  hoooos,  whieh  nro  otrongly  batit  with  pallaados.  and  ib« 
island  on  whieh  it  is  aituatad  aoarly  f  fty  aeroa  It  lioo  thirty-Svo  milas,  reokoninf  aooording  to  tho  eoorso  of  (he 
river,  fh>m  Oroon  Bay. 

PBBLIHINABT. 

Wisoonsin  was  rerj  early  known,  having  been  first  Tisited  by  a  white  man  in  1684,  less  than 

a  score  of  years  from  the  date  of  the  landing  at  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  colonie.s.  Most  fortunately  for  the  welfare  of  the  State,  it  lia*?  always  hcvn  the  home 
of  freemen.  In  the  year  above  mentioned,  it  is  established  that  an  adventurous  Freiichtuan, 
Jean  Nicolet,  first  set  foot  within  the  present  State,  and  ascended  Fox  River  to  within  three 
days' journey  of  the  Wiscon.sin.  It  has  previously  been  stated  that  ho  approached  the  Missis- 
sippi ;  but  this  is  now  known  to  be  an  error.  It  is  painful  to  add  that  this  venturesome  explorer 
met  his  death  in  1642,  in  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  while  engaged  in  a  benevolent  mission  to 
rescue  a  defenseless  Aborigine  from  a  relentless  enemy.  Niootet  visited  Wisoonsin  but  ooce. 
■pending  the  winter  of  at  Green  Bay,  ami  tlien  returning  to  his  home  near  Quebec. 

Ko  State  in  the  Union,  whose  annals  commence  at  a  date  so  remote  from  the  present,  has 
been  snhjecA  to  so  nnmeroui  a  change  of  rulers  or  a  more  peaceful  career  in  her  history  thsn 
Wisoonsin*  From  1670  to  1760,  the  territory  was  tributary  to  France.  In  the  latter  year. 
Green  Bay  wa.s  wrested  from  France  by  the  English  giving  tfiat  nation  virtual  control  of  alt 
the  French  possessions  west  of  Luke  Michigan,  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1768. 

During  their  ocenpation  the  laws  of  Canada  were  enforced  over  the  Northwest ;  Jonathan 
Carvf  r  maile  hi'^  exploration  ;  the  Northwest«'rn  K'lir  Company  was  organized,  civil  government 
established  by  the  (Quebec  act,  and  its  possession  retained  by  the  aid  of  ladianb  uoUl  1783.  In 
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that  year,  the  territory  came  into  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  and  by  Jay's  treaty,  con- 
cluded in  1795,  the  donation  was  further  vested,  together  with  its  forts,  traiding-posts  and 
depe^denoiM. 

Until  1800,  Wisconsin  Territory  was  attached  to  Virginia  and  Ohio,  afterward  transferred 
to  Indiana.  Elinois  and  Michigan  ;  its  dependence  upon  these  sereral  oommonwealths  eontinii- 

ing  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  years. 

BMiNNnra  of  la  CKot^.-^K  county. 

All  the  territory  now  enabraced  within  the  State  of  Wisconsin  was  attaclierrto  tlio  Territory 
of  Michiffiin  as  early  as  1818.  On  the  lUth  of  October  of  that  year,  it  was  divided  into  twe 
coQDtiee,  BrowD  md  Onwfbrd,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislatire  Oonncil. 

Brown  embraced  all  the  lands  lying  north  of  Illinois,  and  east  of  a  line  running  due  north 
from  the  northern  boundary  of  that  State,  through  the  middle  of  the  Portage,  between  the  Fox 
ud  Wisconsin  Rivers.  Crawford,  all  of  the  State  lying  west  of  that  line  to  the  Mississippi 
fitfer.  A  reference  to  the  map  will  show  that  the  latter  county  was  probably  one-third  greater 
in  extent  than  Brown.  Within  its  limits  was  included  the  "Carver  Grant."  which  cxciteTl  great 
interest  in  its  day,  the  confirmation  of  which  would  doubtless  have  invalidated  the  titles  of  set- 
den  and  dispoflaeased  them  <^  homes. 

This  grant,  it  is  claimed,  was  made  to  Capt.  Carver  May  1,  1867,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  services  rendered  to  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians,  by  How-no-paw-ja-len  (Turtle),  and  0-toh- 
ton  goom-lish-con  (Snake),  two  chiefs  of  the  tribe.  It  extended  from  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony 
to  the  month  of  Lake  Pepin,  thence  eastward  about  one  hundred  miles  ;  thence  north  one  hun- 
dreii  and  twenty  milos,  and  thence  west  on  a  direct  line  to  the  place  of  bc^innin^.  comprehend- 
ing about  ten  thousand  square  miles  and  six  millions  of  acres.  Every  efibrt  was  made  by  the 
heirs  of  Oapt.  Carver  to  seeare  from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  a  confirmation 
of  this  grant,  bat  without  success. 

Thus  was  the  'I'erritory  defined  Dy  metes  and  bounds  until  October  9,  ].S21>,  when  Craw- 
ford <  'ouuty  was  divided  and  Iowa  County  created  out  of  the  land  lying  cast  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  Four  years  later,  Milwaukee  County  was  established  and  set  off  from  Brown  County, 
Mng  bounded  by  the  south  and  east  lines  of  the  State,  the  north  line  of  Township  No.  and  the 
nsiem  line  of  Iowa  County.  The  District  Court  for  these  counties  convened  once  a  year  in 
Cidli  of  them,  the  first  term  bang  held  in  October,  1824,  at  Green  Bay,  Judge  Doty  presiding. 
Among  the  cases,  there  were  twenty-eight  for  illicit  cohabitation  arising  from  the  custom  of 
"ulern  and  French  settlers  taking  s(|uaws  to  wife  :  upon  hcin-:  arraigned,  the  accused  pleadeil 
giilty,  but  sentence  was  suspended  till  the  close  of  thu  term,  when  all  who  were  able  to  present  a 
ntrriage  certificate  were  released  upon  the  payment  of  a  nominal  fine^  while  tho84»  who  failed  to 
pncare  the  necessary  certificate  f)aid  an  assessment  quoted  at  ?50. 

The  act  of  Coneress  establishing  the  Territorial  Government  of  Wisconsin,  approved  April 
20, 1836,  provided  mat  the  territory  included  in  the  present  States  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Minne- 
!^^ta  and  a  part  of  Dakota  should  constitute  a  separate  Territory,  and  that  all  power  and 
authority  of  the  government  of  Michigan  should  cease  from  the  4tli  day  of  July  of  that  year. 
Territorial  officer's  were  appointed  and  qualified,  and  a  census  gave  a  total  of  11,683  residents, 
iivided  between  Brown  County,  which  contained  2,705;  Crawford  County,  850;  Iowa  County, 
o,--i4,  and  Milwaukee  County,  2,893.  The  apportiornnent  inaile  on  this  basis  ;.'ave  Brown  and 
Milwaukee  two  Council  and  three  Legislative  members  each;  Iowa  County,  three  members  of 
die  Council,  and  six  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  Crawford  County  two  members  of  Ae 
L^slature. 

At  that  time,  from  Chicago  to  the  Pacific,  there  were  but  three  newspapers  published,  vis., 
the  Advertiser  at  Milwaukee,  Green  Bay  InteUiyeucer,  anti  Belmont  Gazette^  the  locality  of  the 
last  mentioned  being  indicated  by  their  names,  all  of  them  being  born  in  183d,  and  the 
Bvlmont  Q-azi'tte,  in  the  hope  of  o!)taining  the  Territorial  printing.     There  were  scarcely  any 
lauding  on  the  Mississippi  north  of  St.  Louis,  and  no  roads  save  those  established  by  the  Gov- 
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ernraent  between  military  posts,  communication  being  either  on  foot  or  by  horse,  over  well-worn 
Indian  trails.  Settlers  who  were  able  to  come  liitber  either  hy  keel  boat  or  canoe  were  for- 
tunste,  bnt  limited.   Thoee  who  made  thw  way  by  the  slow  and  wearisome  wagon  from  the  hat 

outpost  of  civilization  at  Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  by  no  means  numerous,  left  hope  behind  upon 
entrance  to  the  gloomy  forests  or  while  crossing  the  low,  lonely  prairies.  Yet  it  is  to  the 
glorious  self-denial  of  these  bands  of  pioneers  that  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Great  West  i$ 
one. 

On  the  r2th  of  June,  1838,  an  act  providing  for  the  division  of  Wisconsin  and  the  organi- 
zation of  Iowa  Territory  was  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  census  of 
May,  1888,  showed  an  mereaae  in  the  population  of  over  6,000,  and  a  new  apportionment  was 
ordered. 

In  1J^41*,  Crawford  County  embraced  the  territory  included  in  its  present  limits  in  addition 
to  that  now  contained  in  Vernon,  La  Salle,  Monroe,  Buffalo,  Trempealeau  and  Jackson  Counties, 
as  also  the  sonthem  tier  of  townships  in  Clark  County.  In  February,  1861,  the  Legislatare  of 
Wisconsin  adopted  an  act  providing  that  the  portion  of  Crawford  County  lying  north  of  Town- 
ship 14,  north  of  Ranges  2,  8,  4,  5,  and  7,  should  be  organized  into  a  separate  county  to  be 
known  as  La  Crosse,  it  extended  eastward  to  within  twenty  miles  of  the  Wiseonsin  River,  sad 
north  ninety  miles  for  the  entire  width  of  Clark  County.  The  election  for  town  and  county 
officers  W!is  decided  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  following  April.  Chippewa  Countv 
was  attached  to  La  Crosse  for  judicial  purposes,  and  the  county  seat  was  located  at  the  village 
of  La  Croese,  upon  condition  tiiat  the  people  of  the  township  famished  saitable  boildfngs  fer 
county  purposes.  On  the  llth  of  February,  1853,  La  Crosse  County  wa.s  divided,  and  Jack.sDn 
County  created,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  was  continued  before  that  slice  was  taken  off  antil 
1854. 

By  that  time,  the  inhabitants  of  the  original  ooanty  had  become  numerous,  not  to  sty 
crowded,  and  it  was  decided  to  cut  out  a  piece  or  pared  of  land  of  suflicient  dimen.^ioii*  for 
eoonty  purposes  and  become  independent.  With  a  view  to  that  end,  a  bill  was  introduced  into 
the  liMpalatnre  in  Jannary,  1854,  providing  for  the  creation  of  Tremptelean  Connty,  and  on  the 
24th  of  tibal  month  became  a  law.  Three  luonths  later.  M  inri>e  Connty  was  apportioned  fimn 
La  Crosse,  and  on  the  Hd  of  March.  18.57.  the  present  boundaries  of  La  Crosse  Countv  were 
defined  and  legalized  by  an  act  of  tlie  Legislature,  approved  on  that  day.  So  much  for  the  in* 
corporation  of  the  connty. 

OBIGIX  OF  THB  NAME  LA  CR088B. 

The  origin  of  the  name  is  a  subject  of  interest,  and  there  are  several  theories  and  Statements 
in  that  behalf  which  will  be  referre<l  to  in  the  order  of  date  as  they  occurred. 

The  first  is  a  toadition  Co  the  effeot  that  Catholic  missionaries  at  an  early  da^  erected  % 
cedar  cross  near  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  on  which  a  crucifix  was  placed  at  the  intemection 
of  the  cross-bar  or  below  it,  protected  by  a  pane  of  glass  held  in  place  by  wax.  The  date 
of  locating  the  cross  or  its  location,  of  course  is  mere  conjecture.  As  is  known,  the  .Spaniards 
iatrodnced  the  custom  of  setting  up  a  cross  upon  their  first  discovery  or  landing,  thus  signifyini; 
to  all  comers  that  the  lan<l  was  claimed  Ijy  Spain,  which  derived  its  title  direct  from  the  Ilolr 
See.  This  custom  also  obtained  with  the  adventurous,  self-denying  missionaries  of  the  Oatboiio 
Chnreh,  who  by  this  means  indicated  that  the  land  was  dedioated  to  the  service  of  Christ. 

In  a  statement  submitted  by  Henry  B.  Coons,  of  Potosi,  published  further  along  in  this 
hook,  it  would  appear  that  the  village  whence  the  county  obtained  its  name  derived  its  nomen- 
clature from  French  Catholic  missionaries,  who,  en  route  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  which  city  they 
also  settled  and  named,  halted  on  their  way  down  the  Mississippi,  and  encamped  npon  the  prairie, 
where  they  erected  a  cross,  and  called  it  Frairie  la  Croesette,  by  which  it  was  known  among  the 
Indians  and  half-breeds. 

Mr.  William  Staats  Tippetts,  of  Tippetts'  Landing,  confirms  the  statement  regarding  the 
cedar  cross  in  a  letter  under  date  of  May  28.  1881.  He  says :  "  In  1840.  I  went  by  steamboat 
to  La  Crosse,  which  I  found  to  be  covered  with  knolls  and  sand  burs.    The  bank  of  the  river 
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wai  about  40  feet  high,  and  sloped  l»aok  about  100  feet  from  the  water.  Where  Uajd  k  Clark's 
store  ttands  were  five  or  six  Indian  graves,  made  in  the  usaal  manner.    At  the  head  of  one  waa 

a  cross  made  of  red  cedar,  hewn  out  about  six  feet  hi;^]i.  At  the  crossing,  a  small  niche  had 
been  cut  or  carved  out,  and  a  piece  of  window  glass  had  been  inserted,  behind  which  was  a  wooden 
ioage  of  our  Savior,  findy  colored,  like  I  have  seen  in  the  residences  of  the  Prairie  do  Ghien 
people.  This  was  a  roogh-hewn  cross,  very  old  to  all  appearances.  *  *  *  * 
*****  Now,  Air.  Henrj  Coons,  of  Potosi,  is  right  about  the  cross, 
as  I  hAve  a  most  vivid  reoolleetion  of  it,  and  of  its  enot  location." 

If  set  ap  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Coons,  about  the  time  Prairie  du  Chicn  was  named,  that 
would  decide  its  erection  to  have  been  durinj;  the  year  1728,  when  one  Cardewcll  settled  there. 

When  the  name  was  given,  as  already  hinted,  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  though  it  la  believed 
to  have  been  named  from  a  chief,  and  was  known  as  Dog  Prairie,"  the  word  ehien  bdng  the 
Indian  signification  for  dog.  It  is  incredible  a  cross  would  have  been  left  undisturbed  so  lon||, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  steamers  and  hands  on  other  craft  betrayed  no  conscientious  scruples  m 
helping  themselves  to  fuel  of  any  description  that  could  be  found  along  the  banks.  The  tradition 
nay  have  originated  among  the  friends,  a  son  of  Decora,  who  died  in  1842,  having  placed  a 
cross  over  his  grave,  which  remained  undisturbed  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

The  similarity  of  the  name  to  the  French  word  for  cross,  i.  e.,  croiXf  will  not  bear  iuvesti- 

r'on,  especially  in  view  of  the  ftet  that  the  name  was  used  by  the  French  in  naming  the  nver 
wv.  Croix,  the  jiiiictinn  of  which,  with  the  Mississippi,  is  said  to  bear  a  striking  resoinMaiKe  on 
a  near  view  to  that  sacred  emblem.  Two  other  theories,  one  of  the  supposed  but  very  imagina- 
tive likeness  of  a  cross  made  by  the  Root  River  on  the  south  and  La  Croese  River  on  the  north, 
snd  that  this  spot  was  the  favorite  cros-sing  place  of  the  Indians ;  hence  the  place  of  the  cross  or 
crossing  seems  too  puerile  to  be  worthy  of  more  than  passing  notice. 

Before  quoting  the  tinal  and  most  probable  theory,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  notice  several 
of  the  Indian  names  applied  during  aboriginal  days.  None  of  them,  with  possibly  one  or  two 
exceptions,  are  especially  fcli 'itous ;  but  derived  from  nature  or  their  likenciss  thereto,  are  SUg- 
g^tive  of  the  scenery,  for  the  beauty  of  which  the  vicinity  of  La  Orosae  is  not  altogether 
unknown. 

The  first  <^  these  was  that  of  enook  wagera,  from  <  /'"  '/.  .  woman,  and  wagera^  bosom,  from 
the  supposed  resemblance  of  two  bluffs  near  the  mouth  of  the  La  Crosse  River  to  a  woman's 
breast.  One  of  the  Sioux  names  was  Topaktaype,  from  Topa,  four,  and  Ktaype^  killed.  The 
eeession  for  this  is  not  known  to  the  gentleman  who  communicates  it,  N.  Myrick,  Esq.,  but 
that  it  refers  to  the  slaughter  of  four  men  or  animals  is  evident.  Another  name  given  by  the 
Sioux,  according  to  Dr.  Bunnel,  was  Wazuvleca^  or  strawberry  prairie.  All  the  above  are 
expressive,  commemorative,  and  the  last  musical  in  its  softness,  as  also  most  expressive  in  its 
mesning. 

It  is  to  he  deeply  regretted  that  the  great  wealth  and  beanty  of  innumerable  Indian  names 
was  not  more  largely  drawn  upon  in  the  titling  of  towns,  villages  and  hamlets.  It  would  have 
been  a  just  and  fitting,  albeit  a  small  reoompense,  to  have  perpetiuited  the  memory  of  the  original 
inhabitants. 

Coming  now  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  it  may  be  stated  that  La  Cras-se  was  the  name  by 
which  it  was  known  as  early  as  180.5.  during  which  year  Maj.  Z.  M.  P.  Pike  arrived,  at  which 
he  calls  Prairie  de  la  d  <h  In  1  s23.  Lieut.  Martin  Scott  and  command,  in  u  journey  to  the 
St.  Peter's  River,  halted  there,  and  spoke  of  the  prairie  as  "  being  very  level,  is  admirahly  well 
calculated  for  the  game  of  la  crosse,  which  is  very  much  in  favor  with  the  Indians." 

Maj.  IHke  speaks  of  havinff  witnessed  the  game  at  Prairie  du  Chien  nearly  twenty  years 
before.  It  was  doubtless  played  here  at  as  early  and,  in  likelihood,  at  a  much  earlier  date,  as 
this  was  a  noted  and  favorite  resort  for  games  from  time  immemorial.  This  is  the  uniform  testi- 
mony of  all  the  earlier  settlers,  who  also  bear  witness  (hat  it  was  also  that  of  the  Indians. 

Thee^mology  and  signiHcation  of  the  name  Is  of  itsdf  quite  Sufficient  to  convince  any  one 
of  the  great  probability  of  ^is  derivation  of  the  name.   In  a  note  on  page  189,  Volume  2,  "  His^ 
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torieal  GoUeetions  of  Wiseomin,"  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  name  originated  from  tbe  Freoch 

name  of  the  game  of  ball  played  by  the  Indians  at  tliia  point,  vis.,  fo/nt  de  erout.  A  eombi- 
nation  of  the  first  and  last  sjllables  gives  the  modernised  name. 

K.  Myrick,  who  was  made  the  first  Postmaster  in  1844,  thus  speaks  of  his  connection  with 
the  name :  The  name  of  Prairie  de  la  Crosse  was  of  course  French,  and  was  changed  bv 
my.iplf  to  La  (.'rosse.  and  the  post  office  so  called  at  my  suggoPtinn."  What  is  said  of  the  last 
name  should  be  conclusive ;  but,  as  some  strenuously  contend  for  the  other  theories,  it  is  thought 
best  to  submit  a  presentation  of  the  subject  in  fiill. 

THS  O  A  ME  or  I,  A  CROSSE. 

The  earliest  notice  of  this  game  as  played  by  the  Indians  of  Wisconsin,  ia  probably  that  of 
Capt.  Carver,  who  visited  the  State  in  17Ut),  and  may  be  found  on  page  364  of  his  book  entitled 
**  North  America,"  and  is  as  follows ; 

They  aniiiKC  theiti»>elTe<i  at  f^pvcral  -lortx  of  frames,  but  (he  principal  Hini  iiio-<t  o^teiTnc-l  amoii);  them  i»  thai  n( 
the  ball,  which  i»  not  uolik*  the  European  pinn-  of  tenuis.  The  halU  thej  usa  are  rather  larger  than  thoM  made 
use  of  at  tennis,  and  IN  IbrOMd  of  a  pieee  oi  deerskin,  which  being  inoislene<l  to  render  it  supple,  is  Staffed  hard 
with  the  hair  of  th«  MMM  enatiiro,  and  sowed  with  its  sinews.  The  baU*slioks  sro  about  three  feel  long,  at  the  eid 
of  wUeh  thore  la  a  kind  tt  mcHui,  rosombling  th«  palm  of  the  hand,  and  feshionod  of  thong*  eat  tnm  a  doer  ikia. 
In  these  (hey  oatoh  the  hall,  and  throw  it  to  a  great  disUnee,  if  (hey  are  not  prevrntod  hf  WM  of  the  opfodl* 
party,  who  fly  to  intercept  it.  This  game  is  generally  played  by  large  companies,  that  sometimes  consist  of  Mfe 
than  three  hundred,  nnil  it  i-  nut  iiU!  (iiiiti;Mii  f(,r  (littVroiit  tiamlB  in  pliiy  a^ninsi  each  (iilior 

They  Viejriii  l«y  ti\jn>;  l^vo  jiok's  in  the  (jrnuu'i  at  ritxnit  '"iv  hiiridrcl  vhT'I:*  upart,  :iui\  one  uf  thfse  goal*  lieloDf* 
to  euch  piirty  it  llio  oointiftlatitH.  'I'lic  is  thrown  up  h'\f:\i  in  the  cfnlcr  of  ihi'  gr  niri  i,  and  in  a  directed  liw 
between  the  j?""'"!  toward  which  each  party  endeavors  to  t<lrike  it,  and  whiclivvcr  ,sidf  cHiisert  ii  to  reach  their  omi 
goal,  reckons  towaid  the  game.  They  are  8o  exceeding  dextrous  in  this  manly  exercise,  that  the  hsill  i-  nanally  kepi 
flying  in  different  directions  by  the  force  of  the  rackets,  without  touching  the  ground  during  the  whole  contentioD. 
tor  they  are  not  allowed  to  catch  it  with  their  hands.  Tktf  run  with  aaaiing  velocity  in  pursuit  of  each  other,  and 
whOB  one  is  on  tho  point  of  hurling  it  a  great  distanoa,  an  antagonist  ovortakes  him,  and  by  a  sudden  stroke  dsshes 
down  the  ball.  They  play  with  w>  muoh  Tehonoaee  that  thoy  f^quontly  wound  aach  othar,  and  aomatiaiaa  a  bone  ii 
broken;  but  notwithstanding  these  aecidents,  there  nerer  appears  to  be  aaj  iplta  or  wanton  •lottiooa  of  atnngA  te 
cITeot  them,  nor  do  any  disputes  over  happen  between  the  parties. 

llEGINNnro  OP  8BTTLBIIENT. 

The  first  settletnents,  pt-rfected  by  permanent  occupation  in  La  Crosse  County  were  not 
undertaken,  it  is  believed,  prior  to  1840,  though  Mr.  U..  B.  Coons,  of  Potoai,  Grant  County, 
avers  his  fathor  was  a  resident  of  snbseqaent  La  Croese  as  early  as  1886.  There  may  hare  been 
visitors  into  the  present  county  before  1^40,  but  if  so,  they  were  made  up  of  transients  and 
adventurers  to  whom  no  place  was  home,  and  the  pressing  experiences  of  the  hour,  the  an(»rtaiD 
lines  wherein  their  lives  were  cast. 

Sotth  iiunts  had  grown  up  in  tho  regions  adjoining  La  Crosse  at  a  date  anterior  to  that 
mentioned  herein,  notably  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  other  points  which  afterward  became  source? 
of  supplies  to  pioneer  husbandmen  and  miners,  who  in  those  early  days  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the 
mining  district.  Indeed  it  would  seem  strange,  but  is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  settlement  of 
La  Cro.s.'^e  was  procrastinated  beyond  that  of  other  points  possessing  no  more  fruitful  sources  of 
wealth  nor  advantages  for  settlers.  Roving  traders  an<l  agcnt.s  of  fur  companies  who  operated 
throughout  the  Northwest  could  hardly  have  overlooked  the  value  of  sites  since  fringed  with 
flonrishitig  cities  and  villages  that  have  been  built  up  and  have  become  the  residences  of  intelligence, 
enterprise  and  wealth.  They  may  have  come  into  the  wilderness  annually,  and,  rcmniniiii:  long 
enough  to  exchange  their  commodities  for  furs,  return  to  their  abiding-places  without  leaving 
any  trace  of  their  aboriginal  existence  to  guide  the  historian  in  his  pursuit  of  hets.  But  thai 
far,  no  records  of  such  occupation  have  been  di.scovcred,  and  the  only  positive  evidence  of  settle- 
ments available  after  decades  have  elapsed  is  to  be  fmnd  in  tho  statements  of  those  to  whom, 
with  but  one  exception,  the  award  is  made  by  universal  uccl.imation.  In  this  connection  the 
surprise  is  expressed  that  among  those  who  came  during  the  first  years  of  the  building  up  of 
La  Crosse,  some  one  of  them  has  not  put  in  permanent  and  enduring  form,  a  reliable  record  of 
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evont.s  as  they  trangjtire<l  here  in  tlioso  days.  Po-ssefsing  leisure  which  they  have  justly  won, 
iiteranr  tastes  and  devoted  attachments  to  the  city  to  whose  growth  and  prosperity  they  have  so 
IflMndy  oontribated,  fiunilwr  with  iti  early  history  rapidly  passing  into  tradition,  it  is  truly 
strange  that  they  have  not  perpetnated  the  material  in  historie  form,  whieh  they  oan  saeceasfully 
command. 

At  the  date  when  the  first  settlement  of  La  Crosse  was  ventured,  the  present  county  was 
almost  an  uninhabited  wilderness,  possessing  as  would  seem  from  tlie  presumed  refusal  of  traders 

and  9trollei-8  to  remain  within  its  limits,  but  few  attractions  and  those  few  of  the  most  limited 
character.  The  nearest  towns  were  Pniirie  du  Chien,  Dubuuue  and  Galena,  at  that  time  land- 
ings of  some  importance,  but  8trug;;ling  for  existence,  though  comparatively  of  the  importance 
a-  ^^t.  Liiuis  subsequently  assumed.  Tlie  popubition  of  Chicago  was  then  le.<s  than  "),000.  while 
Milwaukee  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  neither  gave  very  promising  indications  from  location  or 
immigration  tending  thitherward  of  what  was  reserved  for  the  future  to  disclose.  There  was 
little  then  as  compared  with  the  present  between  the  flourishing  cities  of  the  Hast  and  the  im> 
promptn  municipal  weaklings  in  the  great  West  which  ha.s  since  retlertcd  Imck  the  star  of  em- 
pire. The  confines  of  civilization  were  then  limited  to  the  towns  and  settlements  contiguous  to 
the  lakee  on  the  west,  and  he  who  struck  out  for  a  home  in  the  Territories  was  regarded  as  an 
adrenturous  soMier  of  fortune  whose  return  was  a  question  chance  rather  than  probability. 

This,  then,  was  the  condition  of  afl'airs  as  they  existed  forty  years  ago,  according  to  sources 
of  information  in  that  behalf,  presumably  correct.  There  was  little  to  attract  save  the  intrinsic 
merit  of  the  location  and  surroundings,  which  combined  with  the  hopes  of  a  future,  were  suffi- 
cient to  direct  the  residrnt*;  of  Southern  and  Kastern  States  to  Wisconsin  Territory.  To  those 
at  home  who  were  independent,  the  country  furnished  inducements  that  would  enable  men  of 
Bwana  to  add  to  their  accumulations.  To  the  imprudent  or  impoverished,  pulling  with  steady 
stroke  against  the  current  of  an  adversity,  both  pitiless  and  micompromising,  a  hope  for  better 
days.  To  the  speculator  it  afforded  a  field  of  operations  incalculably  valuable;  to  the  scientist 
an  opportunity  for  discovery ;  to  the  scholar,  the  Christian  and  the  husbandman,  the  occasion 
for  labors  that  have  since  returne<i  to  bless  their  inventors. 

As  a  consequent,  the  class  of  people  who  estahlislied  themselves  in  La  Cro.sse  County,  and 
have  since  been  identified  with  its  growth  and  the  development  of  its  wealth,  were  men  of  rare 
ezeellence.  Earnest,  frank  and  kind,  they  made  all  men  friends  by  being  the  friends  of  all 
men.  Illostrating  by  example  rather  than  precept,  they  bridged  the  brief  interval  between 
parity  and  sin  by  the  power  of  kindness,  and  looke<i  with  eyes  of  charity  upon  the  mistakes  and 
filings  of  their  fellows.  Brave  but  tender,  they  were,  in  short,  the  most  generous  of  men  who 
kaveever  left  "the  shore  touched  bv  a  mysterious aea  that  has  never  yet  borne  on  any  man  the 
image  of  a  homeward  sail,"  their  deficiwioes  made  up  by  the  Recording  angel,  from  the  love 
tiiey  bore  humanity. 

And  80.  too,  the  pioneer  women,  those  who  braved  the  absence  of  home,  friends  and  con- 
genial associations  to  accompany  their  fathers,  husbands  and  sons  into  the  trackless  waste  of  the 
Northwest,  and  contemplated  the  present  as  also  the  future,  the  horizon  of  which  was  darkened 
by  discouragement  and  gloom.  And  yet  they  faltered  not,  but  sustained  their  husbands  by  a 
trust  IB  tlie  outlook  that  was  constant,  and  bore  an  abundant  harvest.  As  wives,  they  were  the 
most  affreeahle  of  companions  ;  as  friends,  the  most  faithful  and  anectitmafe  ;  as  mothers,  gentle 
aa  children  ever  had  the  misfortune  to  lose,  who  corrected  the  most  pernicious  of  evils  by  the 
most  tender  of  management.  Prudent  from  affection,  though  moat  liberal  of  nature,  they  prac- 
ticed economy  from  the  love  they  bore  their  husbands,  and  at  critical  periods,  preserved  order 
in  affairs  from  the  care  of  which  those  husbands  were  relieved  ;  she  reclaimed  her  choice  from 
despair,  urged  his  indolence  to  exertion,  and  constantly  admonished  him  to  industry,  integrity 
and  manhood. 

In  the  accounts  furnished  regarding  thr  first  set'lo'Pfnit  of  the  county,  it  is  found  that  the 
principal  events  have  ever  kept  pace  with  the  rapid  improveiucnts  of  the  ago.  The  site  of  the 
ci^  seems  to  have  been  a  resort  for  the  Indiana  from  time  immemorial,  and  this  is  said  to  have 
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induced  French  traders  to  meet  them  there  at  an  early  day  for  the  purpose  of  trade.  Who  they 
were,  where  they  obtained  supplies,  and  other  factors  of  importance  regarding  their  occapatioa 
of  the  present  coantj,  either  permanentlj  or  aa  transients,  are  wanting,  and  the  conclonoa 
seems  irresistible  to  an  anpre4jiidioed  juror  of  the  faeto,  that  the  atstenienta  epnuig  from  the 
fertile  soil  of  romance. 

In  the  examinations  made  with  a  view  to  definitely  determine  the  facts  rej^rdins  the  first 
settlement  of  La  Grosse,  the  seeker  after  knowledge  has  been  made  the  Tmtee  of  informatioii 
in  that  behalf  hoth  nunulative  an<l  persuasive.  Mr.  11.  B.  Coons  claims  the  distinguished  honor 
for  his  father,  whom  he  alleges  settled  at  La  Crosse  in  1886,  while  Col.  N.  Myrick  is  eqaallj 
positive  that  Mr.  Coons  is  in  error,  notwithstanding  his  statements  are  in  part  supported  bj 
pnUio  doeaments,  and  that  he  was  the  first  white  man  to  establish  a  permanent  occupation  it 
the  county.  The  weight  of  authorities,  it  is  but  proper  to  observe,  indicate  Mr.  Myrick  a-s  the 
gentleman  to  whom  this  dignity  properly  belongs ;  Morrison  McMillan,  in  his  history  of  the 
eerly  settlement  of  La  Crosse  and  Honroe'Conntiee,  makes  the  award  to  Mr.  Myriek.  He  states 
that  no  trading-post  was  established  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Cros.se  prior  to  1840,  at  which  time  & 
man  named  La  Batt  or  La  Bathe  opened  a  store  one  mile  below  the  present  city,  but  did  not 
remain  long. 

Mr.  Coons  insists  that  his  father  and  Mr.  Cubbage  opened  a  trading-post  in  1836.  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  city,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians  in  1837.  It  was  rebuilt,  hut 
affaiu  burned,  and,  in  1838,  Messrs.  Coons  &,  Oubbace  made  a  claim  for  damages  thus  su^stamed, 
wnioh  was  allowed  and  deducted  from  the  annuities  due  the  Indians.  The  Interior  Departmsat 
at  Washington  furnishes  proof  that  tlie  claim  was  made,  but  casts  a  doubt  upon  the  allegation 
that  the  same  was  paid.  From  this,  it  would  appear  that  the  avcnaont  made  by  Mr.  Coons,  in 
behalf  of  his  parent,  is  entitled  to  considerable  weight.  A  prolonged  correspondence  resulted 
from  this  daim  which  is  herewith  furnished,  that  the  reader  may  determine  the  question,  as  the 
evidence  appears  conclusive  of  rl  e  facts  or  faults,  but  this  is  done  with  the  statement  that 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  county  still  living,  the  opinion  obtains  that  Mr.  Myrick  was  the  first 
settler  to  locate  permanentlj  on  the  present  city  site,  and  that  Goons  possibly  located  on  the 
island  oppoeite. 

Mil.  COON  S  PLEA. 

Wbjitkrn  Histobical  Co.  :  PMOU,  Wis.,  llagr  10. 

Id  reply  to  jour  letter  of  inquiry,  I  have  the  boaor  U>  submit  the  following: 

John  R.  Coons  was  born  in  Lexin^^on,  Ky.,  A.  D.  1800;  oane  to  St.  Louis  1808  ;  eduoatsdin  a  French  school ; 
«aa«  to  Omtioi  Orovo  in  tho  omploy  of  Qratiot.  Cheaateoss  ft  Co.,  fltr  traders  aad  snolMis,  as  m  clerk,  in  1827; 
took  pari,  to  somo  oxient.  In  the  Bloek  Hawk  war  of  1882 ;  at  tho  doM  of  tlio  war,  got  a  naSltor's  frant  htm  iko 

GoTernment.  and  under  it  afnelled  lead  at  Dubuque  up  to  (he  year  1885.  In  that  jmt  bo  engaged  in  fanning  aai 
mercantile  business  at  Belmont,  I-a  Fnveiir  County.  In  iK.^r,,  he  forniH  a  psrlneraliip  wllh  Col.  Cubha^e  i  whith«o 
lired  at  Davenport,  Idwh.  I  iliink  ,  forilie  purpose  of  irmJiiit;  wiih  the  Indians,  and,  getting  a  permit  frctin  li  e  'r  A- 
ernor,  eslablisihed  b  trading  iHiiikc  ,ii  what  is  now  kno«n  ns  La  t'ros.<(e,  upon  the  ground  occupied  hy  n  Iki  ci  on  !b» 
corner  of  Front  kiuI  I'enr!  nireei".  Col.  Oubliage doing  most  of  (be  busine.H^.  In  the  spring  of  1 8-'.7.  during  the  ah*ence 
of  the  t'olonel,  (he  Indians,  inaiigated  by  sonic  niember.*  of  i  it  wa»  suppnted  i  the  American  Kur  Company,  biirae"] 
tbo  traders'  house  and  itM  contents.  Coons  ,S:  Cubli.'igc  rebuilt  and  it  wm  Intriieil  Hg:iiii.  The  tirin  made  out  a  claim 
against  the  Indinns  for  their  losses  in  IK.tH.  and  presented  it  to  Col.  Joe  Street,  lodiaa  Aeent,  osubliahed  at  Praiik 
du  Chien.  The  t ioverniBODt,  at  their  annual  payment,  had  ConnlidoBcn  appotatod  toiduusttlMao  otaliM^aad  tkaj 
wero  allowed  and  tbo  anonot  deducted  from  their  aonuiliea. 

Col.  CuhtMge  named  the  plaoe  Oiiadalquirer,  after  a  amall  river  in  Spain  (I  think),  aotod  In  aa  old  aoag  witha 
pretty  air.  that  my  mother  sung  and  the  Colonel  admired,  and  nil  letters  written  to  H^j.Goons  wore  beaded  OS  Slated, 
and  sent  by  Indians  and  half  breeds  lo  Prairie  du  Chien  for  mnilintr. 

The  tinnncial  crisis  of  18:!7  and  IH;;8  wrecke^l  ulniost  all  eu^itged  in  businsOS  in  the  West,  and  among  them  the 
firm  of  lli)0|ier,  Peck.  Scales  Co..  of  Cnleii.-i,  with  which  tinn  John  H.  Coons  was  connected  under  the  firm  name 
of  t'oon-.  Wo  illey  iV  Co.,  of  I'  lhoi.  AH  .>t'  ilie  iiieititiers  of  said  firms  are  imw  dead,  except  William  Hooper,  of  Sail 
Lake,  a  iioieil  Mormon,  who  Iih.m  >evonil  times  represeDte<l  l  iah  as  a  delegate  in  (Congress.  This  crisis  stopped  pro- 
ceedings for  a  lime  at  t}ua<lii1<]uiver,  and  •'<)!.  CiiblMKe  drew  out  altogether.  Maj.  Coons,  knowing  that  there  was  a 
future  for  ihe  Upper  MisstH.^ippi,  tried  to  keep  bis  claim  on  the  land,  and  to  that  end  sent  two  men  under  wages — 
Seotl  and  Lear — with  teams  and  full  outfit  of  provisions,  tools  etc.,  with  instructions  to  build  a  house  upon  the  sabs 
gnmnd.  ia  faot  npoa  the  ashes  of  the  housca  burned  in  tho  fUl  of  1841  or  1842.  This  they  did  not  do,  but  built  a 
bonae  on  the  island  now  known  as  **  Barron's  island."  They  eamo  down  in  the  spring  with  a  snail  raft  of  pine  logs, 
out  on  Black  Rirer,  and  reported  all  right,  i^oons  not  knowing  anything  to  the  contrary  until  the  following  till ;  aad, 
while  prepariog  to  send  men  back,  he  learned  that,  through  a  neglected  trust  on  the  part  of  his  men,  the  olaiit.  had 
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forfeited,  a  result  that  Mjrick  &  Miller,  thco  located.  I  think,  at  Bad  As,  had  bam  wiiUag  fbr.  I  WM  panoaaDj 
Mqoateltd  with  Miller  in  1866  aod  1867,  m  I  lived  in  U  Groaw  at  tbM  line,  end  tar  MUtar  ipm  dMini  IIm  vnot 

ri  tket  kad  ban  eooupied  bjr  the  trwUDg-lioiUMa  of  Goem  ft  Gtabbage.  In  1864. 1  vidtad  La  Cgmm,  and  at  that  tiaa 
gratad  wae  eeeopied  hy  a  small  Tnme  hoaae  and  known  as  a  hotel  or  uvem,  and.  If  1  an  not  nhtakaily  kaplbj 

Sfllcr.    In  1856,  the  Augusta  House  was  built  by  J.  M.  Levy  and  kept  by  Bieknell  ft  Riee. 

hi  rogrtpl  tn  ilie  name  of  La  Crosse,  my  unili'r-T  iri'iing  is  thai  it  wii><  nHtneil  about  tlie  sftino  tiinc  that  Prairie 
da  •  iiii-n  wm  named.  ;uiii  br  the  name  French  Catholic  misuionariee,  who,  in  their  voyage  down  (he  Missisaippi,  en> 

citmp«'d  upon  the  i  rp.irii'.  •  i  ecte  i  a  cru**!*,  and  ^dlad  ft  PraM*  La  Croiaa,  and  bj  that  nana  it  waa  aallad  bj  tha 

Indians  and  half  breeds  (French  and  Indian 

The  name  once  mentioned  as  Koonit,  is  in  ill  probability  Coons,  and  the  "Stoltz"  an  approximation. 

la  maltiBg  the  foregoing  atateonenta,  I  doa't  wish  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  honor  of  being  the  "  first  aettler," 
bat  Make  theni  at  your  request,  aod  npMt  tha  Ihota  aod  Infermation  stamped  on  tha  early  reoollectiona  of  ana  who 
taken  aoma  iaiaraat  in  fanilj  hiatoiy.  BaapeetftOli,  Haiiav  B.  Gooaa. 

P.  8.— la  ika  IbrafoinB  haatily'wrtttan  eomntoalaatlaa  yon  naj  iad  anao  things  that  jvu  aaa  wuk»  a  Alitor 
«£  Ton  are  at  liberty  to  shape  so  as  to  make  rea^labla.  Judge  Lord,  W.  T.  Ptiaa,  WitUaa  Hall,  Oirln  Smith,  nod 
others,  are  references,  as  1  am  well  known  to  them.  C. 

Tk  tkt  Editor  of  the  Chronicle:  La  Ckussk,  .May  14. 

I  have  read  with  pleasnre  the  letter  from  Henry  B.Cooni  to  Mr.  King,  published  in  your  isaue  of  the  18th  inst., 
iarehtion  to  the  early  aattlaaaat  of  La  Craaaa.  As  a  general  thing,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Coona  oontalas  many  trutha, 
aad  if  daaorring  af  eradlt  and  raa|iaat. 

In  May,  1888, 1,  with  ethers,  with  two  Maekinaw  boats,  deeeended  tha  lUadaBlpj^  Blvar,  a&d  anaaapad  for  a 
aight  at  a  point  where  the  BelleTue  House  now  stands.  At  that  lime,  there  wae  no  eettlenent  or  bttHdlng,  or  any 
evidence  of  any  having  been  on  this  pmirie.  in  sight  from  the  river.  1  went  ashore,  and  if  there  were  any  such 
evidences  I  could  have  seen  ilieru.  Tlie  codnlry  near  ihi'  river  wns  tlieri  a  conlinuoun  range  of  sand-hills,  some  of 
them  tiriihered,  e-'ptri.'illv  Ihiit  near  »  hiu  it  mm  ilie  locutiun  of  Zeisler'-i  l>ro\»ery  and  Dean,  i^iuith  \  I'-j  -  fnun  Irj. 
On  the  top  of  the  bill  were  some  Indian  graves.  There  were  no  other  evidences  Uiai  this  prairie  had  ever  had  a  hab- 
itation upon  it. 

Ib  1841.  it  svaa  my  pleasure  lo  become  acquainted,  at  Potoii,  » ith  Maj.  John  R.  Coons  and  bis  estimable  lady. 
I  have  heard  from  Maj.  Cuons  (he  facts  of  his  effort  to  make  a  claim  at  Prairie  La  croese  and  hia  ftdlure.  In  tat 
Mue  year  (1841).  i  know  that  ha  aant  Lear  aad  8oou  to  raolaio  their  lost  ohanoe,  whiah  was  nnanaeaasM. 

Tha  aaaaa  of  La  Cnasa  ia  not  taken  hvm  any  symbol  of  tho  oraao,  bat  is  a  nana  appllad  to  a  gooa  of  ball  playod 
^  tha  Indiana,  aad  this  prairie  was  the  groued  npoa  whieh  they  played,  henoa  the  name  IVairie  La  Oroasak"  the  pfai> 
ifa  wbara  tha  game  was  played.   "  Croix  "  is  the  French  for  eroas.   La  CSroisa  means  nothing  of  tha  kind. 

Tonra,  Wiujam  Evtx. 

oob  mtbiok's  amwn. 

8r.  PAOt,  Mi^  20. 

Wk.«tkiin  HisTounAL  t'l.MrwT:  •  •  •  I  went  to  La  Crosse  and  !<etlted  there  In  tha  fall  of  1841.  I  built  my 
house  on  wbiit  iH  now  i-alled  lUrron  s  Island,  becaune  of  tho  togx  there,  and  the  difiaolly  of  getting  them  on  the 
prairie,  which  is  the  '■I'.r  of  the  city.  I  ren)ainc<l  on  the  i^liiiid  uiiiil  FebruaiJ.  18^  When,  having  gOtont  tho  rO- 
qai'ite  timber,  I  moved  from  the  island  on  to  the  prairie,  where  I  remained. 

.Neither  at  that  time,  nor  at  the  time  of  my  arrival,  was  there  any  settlemeat  or  building,  or  any  remains  of  a 
boildiog.  or  any  evldeaoe  of  aay  IwTing  been  on  the  prairie  in  eight  of  the  riear  at  tho  pMnt  mentioned  by  .Mr. 
Omu,  or  elaewbere.  On  thia  ant^aat,  I  lofbr  yon  lo  tho  aooompaaying  lottor  of  Hon.  H.  H.  SiblCT,  who  ia,  perhape, 
■MM  Ihoiilhu'  with  tho  hiataiy  of  tha  Horthwaat  than  any  ono  now  liTing.  Gen.  Sibloy  awi  at  La  Craaaa  in  1885  and 
18M.  and  ho  aaya  that  "thero  was  no  veetlge  of  oMm  or  settlement  when  be  conceited  the  Idea  of  taking  poaaao- 
tion."  and  flen.  Sibley  informeil  me,  in  nilditi.>n  t.i  hin  letti  r,  that  he  cainpc  i  on  tlie  La  Crosse  prairie  in  1837  on  a 
trip  from  Mendota  to  Washington,  having  bceu  frozen  in  at  that  poinl,  anil  ii  iving  lo  pack  his  baggage  to  Prairie  du 
CkieD.  and  that  there  wan  no  house  ther*-  at  that  time. 

Hon.  Henry  M.  Rice  informs  us  that  in  IHlW  and  1H40,  he  passed  the  l.a  Oosse  prairie,  and  that  there  were 
no  bnlldlttga  or  any  evidence  of  any  buildings  on  the  spot  at  that  time.  lion.  VVilliaiti  lliill.  of  vour  cit,y.  in  his 
letter  in  the  Chronicle  of  May  15,  1881,  says  that  in  .May,  1838.  only  one  year  after  the  alleged  burning  of  the  bouse 
0'  Coons  &  Cubbage,  ha  aneampod  for  the  night  on  the  preaent  site  of  the  oity,  and  that  at  thattimo  thoro  wasao 
•citlemeat  or  bailding,  or  any  oridonao  of  any  iwTing  been  on  this  prairie  in  ai^t  of  the  river. 

Now  Mr.  Henry  B.  Coons  aaya  that  Ooona  &  <£l>bBge  built  a  trading  honse  there  in  tho  spring  of  1887,  aad 
that  it  was  bamod  by  tha  Indiana,  "laatigated  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  that  Coons  ft 
CObbage  rebailt,  nnd  that  It  was  burned  again."  All  this  was  done  in  1837,  he  says,  and  yet  according  to  Oon. 
Sibley,  there  was  no  settlement  there  in  1836,  nor  in  1M37,  and  according  to  lion.  William  Hall,  tlieie  was  no  build- 
ing there  on  any  evidence  of  one  in  Mav.  Ih;{h,  and  according  to  lion.  Henry  .M.  Rice,  no  building  or  evidence  ot 
one  in  1881*  or  1840.  The  gmtuiiou-<  ll  in,:  at  ihi'  .\iiK'rican  Kiir  i  'om)>any  and  at  Myilok  ft  MUlOT,  by  Mr.  Coona  is 
unworthy  of  that  gentleman,  and  in  not  the  niaierial  out  of  which  to  make  history. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  the  early  settlers  that  the  Indians  opposed  the  settlement  by  any  whites  of  that  section, 
on  the  ground  that  they  lutd  not  ceded  the  lands  to  the  United  Slates  OoTomment.  Thia  opposition  extended  to  my- 
self as  weU  as  othora,  bot  I  know  that  thay  ware  in  omr,  nnd  that  tho  troaty  of  oaaaian  Imd  bean  mado  aad  oon- 

firmed. 

In  1842, 1  think,  la  tho  early  part  of  tho  aaaaon,  Miu-  Coons  ouao  np  aad  aaado  a  oWin  adjoining  mino,  whioh 
had,  eoriy  in  1841,  boon  atakad  off,  and  on  whleh  I  had  built  and  was  livlnf. 
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COOBS  built  a  Ahanty  on  it,  and  Moon  after  left.  In  tin-  fall  of  1842,  I'eier  CameroQ  came  up,  And  findiagM 
OM  is  iMMMHioB  of  the  oluin,  Uiok  it  sod  kept  it.  Soott  utd  Leu  ohm  ia  1848, 1  tUnk,  and  finding  tlw  Cmm 
daim  InkiiB,  wnt  nwny  withoat  nnking  amy  tUtm  aiihar  w  tlM  ndn  Inad  «r  o>  tlw  iiliad  or  elMwhei*. 

I  mamt  had  lui  inteml  in  the  Ommm  olnln,  niid  the  iMtnontloB  of  Mr.  Ewtj  B.  Obom  ma  nncellod  fiir,  tmi 
doea  me  itreet  inju8(ice. 

When  T  wont  tn  I/i  Oossp  in  1841,  so  fiir  as  I  could  nee,  there  linil  never  hem  uny  ^ctlleuieiit  there,  I  do  noi 
mean  to  say  tlint  in  the  inyntic  pnsl,  prior  to  that  time,  there  might  not  luive  been  temporary  tnvdinjt  houses,  Hij;  ii 
•Qoh  evor  exi»(od,  they  and  all  traces  of  theni  had  'lis  ipi.curpil. 

There  were,  however,  on  what  ia  called  now  liarron's  IslantI,  when  I  huili  there  in  1841,  the  remains  of  k 
stone  fire-place  or  chimney,  indicating  former  habitation,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the  present  city,  uu 
thetimbeivd  bottom  near  the  river,  there  waeaoabin  half  rotted  down,  and  about  two  miles  below  this,  oppoaile 
tbo  aumtli  of  Root  Blvor,  on  u  Ulud,  wm  Labatbe's  cabin,  where  he  traded  up  to  1848.  With  the  exceptioaef 
MNDO  pnnoliooM  tot  an  on  end  in  tbo  ground,  about  12x10  ftet  oquon.  the  aoldton  on  the  pmirie  who  were 
floapod  tboro  in  1840.  tot  tlie  pnrpooo  of  keeping  tho  IwUnni  on  tho  west  ofdeof  tbo  rlvtr,  tkwo  worn  the  onlj  eigtu 
or  ovldeaoea,  of  habitation  at  La  Croon,  or  in  iU  rieinity,  when  I  tottled  there  in  1841.  TboproBent  site  of  the  Inter- 
national  Hotel,  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Pearl  streets,  was  first  built  on  in  1842.  bj  CoT.  Mills  with  my  penni« 
sion.  There  wa?  thon  u'-i  trace  of  any  building  on  that  corner.  Col.  Mills  built  a  house  with  hewed  pine  ]i->g'  n 
the  lot.  and  after  nctiipyinjf  it  for  a  time  sold.  I  think,  to  Jacob  Spauldinir,  and  left  for  l>iibuque.  Mr  Spaul  tiD* 
afterward  .kdM  the  hou.tc  to  .1.  M  l.f.  v.  K*'i  ,  ru  fur  iin.:  to  my  best  reci.ll(  <  liiiii,  aud  in  pursuance  of  i  iv  a^reemfuc 
with  MillM  in  lH4fi,  I  cleeded  the  |>roperty  to  Mr.  Levy  in  1S42,  the  time  when  I  obtained  the  title  from  the  t  tutoi 
States  QoYernmenl.  The  same  house  was  occupied  afterward  by  Dr.  B.  Bunnell,  wIkj  came  to  La  Crosse  with  hit 
Ihnily  in  1H44.  The  Auguita  Hotel  waa  afterward  boilt  on  the  site  whieh  was  burned  down,  and  the  present  Inter- 
national  erected  in  ita  plMO. 

It  baa  booB  nj  aolo  purpose  in  tUa  protnotad  aanatiTO,  to  gather  tho  aeattored  threads  of  the  oarlj  settle* 
nani  of  Ia  Craasa  to  ba  woTon  into  a  waib  or  tmtbfbl  hiatorj  to  bo  read  hj  oar  ohitdron  and  oonatrTman  long  after 
tha  pioneer  settlaia  wha  bid  the  fbundatloaa  amid  tbo  adventarea,  Boflbringa  and  dangers  of  fW>otier  lift  ban 
paaetd  away.  Nathak  Mraiac. 

OEX.  Sini.KV'8  LtTTBB. 

.^T.  Pai'l,  Miiy  is,  1«M1 

Nathan  Mtbick,  Esy.,  (^ity :  Dtar  Sir — In  reply  to  your  verbal  inquiry  as  to  the  first  claim  maile  upan  the 
land  where  the  thriving  oitj  of  La  Crosse,  in  Wisconsin,  now  stands,  you  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  iniiiAl 
mavaoiant  in  that  direetion  was  taken  bj  the  lata  H.  L.  Dousmaa,  of  Pniria  du  Chien,  Francois  La  Bathe  and  myself 
la  the  year  1888.  Wo  want  to  tha  azpanaa  of  baHag  oat  and  baolad  abont  20,000  raile  for  the  purpose  of  inclosing 
a  aonaidanbia  portioa  of  tha  than  naaomgrad  pr^a.  Tha  nattar  waa  taft  In  the  hands  of  La  Rnthe,  who  ne^riected 
toaanront  tbemoasnraa  voqatsiteto  eeenretbe  olalm,  and  the  raits  were  8nb4>i><)uontly  appropriated  by  pa»9ing 
Itaamers  for  fuel,    There  was  no  restige  of  claim  or  settlempnt  when  we  conceived  the  idea  of  taking  possession. 

The  name  of  I.a  CroBse.  given  at  an  early  day  to  the  prnirie.  was  universally  believed  hj  the  old-time  Frendi 
royageurs  to  have  originated  in  tbo  fuet  that  ttie  plain  was  the  favorite  resort  ftr  tha  Indiana  tO  pl^f  tha  ball  gMBS 
called  bj  that  name,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  is  the  true  explanation. 

Yaiy  truly  Tonra,  H.  B.  Sulbt. 


TBK  RBroiVDBB  OF  HB.  COOm. 

PoTOBi,  May  28,  1880 

Wasraaii  Histobk-ai.  Companv  :  In  making  reply  to  your  queries  in  regard  to  the  early  history  of  La  Cioese,  I 
atatad  that  I  didn't  want  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  honor  of  being  first  settler.  I  did  not  expect  to  o|>en  a  controversy, 
nor  am  I  anxioas  to  continue  it.  Yet  I  have  had  a  residence  in  what  is  now  within  tha  bounds  of  the  State  of  Wis- 
aonalB  that  is  verging  on  fifty-three  years,  and  having  to  some  extant  that  love  fbr  tho  looality  that  gave  me  birth, 
that  finds  an  eternal  abiding-place  in  the  hearts  of  men  of  all  nationalitiaa,  I  am  as  much  interested  as  any  one  in 
"the  scattered  threads"  of  the  "truthful  history"  of  our  State,  whether  "woven  into  a  web"  or  not;  yet  I  am  not 
80  desirous  of  plucin^t  my  n:iiiie  or  that  of  my  family  on  the  pagi's  of  tli  it  truthful  history,'  to  make  sLatenieoU 
that  are  without  foundiiiion  of  fucts,  Nor  am  1  one  that  gives  wny  tu  :i  l  irjre  amount  of  sickly  spntimenti»li«m  oier 
old  pioneers  or  first  Meniere :  yet  they  are  a  necesi-iiy ;  without  thoui  "  llie  --tar  of  empire"  would  liave  tuovc  i  ■.L.xlj 
westward.  They  are  nient  nud  drink  for  historians,  but  a  long  residence  nmond  them  has  taught  me  that  it  was  not 
philanthropy  that  made  the  first  settlers,  or  the  pure  and  generous  moti\e  >>t  p  isiug  the  way  for  future  genera- 
tions," but  to  graliiy  a  desire  that  nature  planted  in  tbaa,  to  lead  a  nomadic  life,  or  like  the  emigration  that  is  daily 
ponilag  in  upon  us  from  the  oountries  of  tha  Old  World,  to  battar  thear  oonditioa.  *Tia  trao  that  among  the  old 
pioneers  of  tha  grsat  Wast,  thara  waa  a  large  proporUon  of  thaai  Gad'a  noblemen,  honest,  warm-heartad  and  ensr* 
gatia.  'Tis  also  true  that  there  war*  among  them  some  who  came  that  their  days  might  be  lengthened,  and  that  tb^ 
might  be  permitted  to  breathe  Ood's  pure  air  awhile  lonper,  former  localities  having  become  unhealthy.  Yoi  th^j 
ara  pioneers,  and  in  after  years  become  heroes,  and  "we  bive  tliem  for  the  battle*  they  have  won"  over  harl>bip« 
and  privation"     They  '  piive  the  wriv 

Hut  I  urn  taking  up  time  and  ?ipiu'e  wish  idests,  not  history,  iiiid  will  now  try  with  all  deference  and  re-ptH,t 
due  from  a  (renili-miin  tu  a^;e  anil  auibition,  to  brit  'ly  an><wi'r  tiic  i  ■  atirjianicaiiou  in  the  <'h>  vnicU  of  the  'J"Jd  iu>'  in 
which  Mr.  Myrick  slates  that  he  settled  on  Karron's  Island  iti  1S4I,  un  i  on  the  mainland  in  February,  18i2.  This  I 
am  not  prepared  to  deny.  He  farther  states  that  at  that  time  tlii  re  w  is  no  building,  or  any  remains  or  evidence  of 
a  building  at  the  point  mrationod  by  ma  or  oloewbova.  and  by  verbal  sutaments  and  lettara,  andea?ota  to  ooeer  tha 
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liawiVwnlS^.    Now  we  are  told  that  -there  are  none  so  blind       those  that  won't  see."    1  shftU  not  trouble 
■i]f«df  io  getting  letters  of  proof  and  of  verbal  alstement  on\y  such  as  correct  dates,  bai  I  de  propose  to  reiterst* 
Int  MtfMMBt,  Ibstin  1886  Cooae  &  Cabbage  entered  into  a  partnenbip  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  Uie 
hdiut;  that  dnring  that  jmr  thuy  did  build  a  irading-houae  oa  the  La  Crowe  Prairie,  that  the  same  was  bara«d 
hj  iht  latMuu  twiat»  Aa  In  my  first,  I  again  saj  that  at  tha  time  it  «a»  aantoMd  to  have  beeo  instigated  bj  bmbi* 
ben  «f  the  Auerioaa  Ptar  Company.   Mr.  Mjriok  uhes  •xeepttons  to  the  rappiMltion,  aad  ealls  It  a  fling  at  the 
\Tin'ric«n  Fur  Cooqpaaj.    Now,  as  to  the  inen  who  composed  the  .\in«*ricati  Fur  Company  I  know  nothing,  but  with 
ffrniijsinn  would  suppose  that  tliev  were  aTcrnge  men  fo'  honesty,  etc.,  but  this  I  do  know,  that  all  of  their  agents 
Hi'J  enifilojea  vvei  '-  mi'  nnp'  Is,  m  l  thai  the  amiic  trailin^f-housea  and  goods  were  paid  lor  out  of  the  iinnuities  of 
th*  In'tiHii.-'     I  ai.-io  roiteirite  ;iU  uiy  other  statemeiit.s,  except  so  much  as  I  shall  hereinafter  correct,     lii  my  first  I 
«id  M»j  I'lj.ai-  M'rii  Scutt  unJ  l^par  up  in  1H41  or  1842.    Now  gome  of  our  oM  ciiizen!i,  who  lireii  here  at  tlic  lime, 
tmoog  them  Mr.  (ieorge  Kinuey,  well  known  n.x  u  lumberman,  tells  me  that  he  remembers  the  circumsianoe,  and 
lays  that  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1841,  and  that  these  men  were  ssnt  Ar  the  purp<ise  of  holding  the  original  «lalai, 
isd  whenit  waa  fouad  that  they  had  nagleoted  their  trust  and  they  w«m  ahacfsd  with  it,  they  offered  as  an  asonaa 
the  italsMat  UmA  tingr  aoold  sot  get  th«  timber  for  building  ovar  ftom  the  Island  on  the  tea. 

As  to  Mr.  MTfiek'a  statamaM  that  M^}.  Goons  oama  thaia  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  «f  1S42, 1  state  pool- 
dtslly  that  he  did  not  looate  a  elaim  tn  1842,  on  La  Oosse  Trairie,  or  anywhere  else;  that  he  was  not  up  the  river 
fcllher  thrill  I'r.iirie  du  Chion  that  year,  and  aL^o  that  .•^"cntt  and  Lear  were  not  there  in  Imi  wore  there  at  the 

tiws  meiitii.iieJ  hy  me.  lii  re;{ar'l  lo  the  .siic  of  the  Couiis  >>c  Cuhhajite  tradinjt-liuuse,  1  have  uo  knuwlodge  except 
fQcb  J8  bafLNj  upon  iiiformaliDti  j^iven  tiic  by  one  whom  I  huve  alwayn  undeiHiooii  was  not  only  OOlemponiry  with 
Mr.  Myrick  but  a  partner,  and  an  .niich  would  be  as  much  eiiiiLleU  to  the  honor  nf  first  settler" — »lihouf(li  in  the 
cciomunication  his  name  is  entirely  ignoreil  except  when  quoting  from  mine.  II.  J.  B.  Miller,  a  Mowkawk  Valley 
iTMi,  it  was,  who  pointed  out  the  locality,  and  who  many  times  said  to  me,  "  Had  your  father  had  the  grit  to  hang 
on  and  come  and  iWo  as  I  did,  you  would  be  an  owner  in  the  town  site."  .\nd  it  was  he  who  gave  strength  to  the 
I  fnndationafhr  my  "gratulioiu  fling  at  Mjriok  &  Miller."  Nature  nade"8«oots"  Miller  honest,  aod  his  word 
ms  good  in  his  Ufttime,  and  no  honorable  man  would  mistake  his  words  after  he  had  passsd  b^ood  tho  ainlilj  to 
nhletbem. 

1  don't  wish  to  do  Mr.  Myrick  or  any  one  injustice.  In  my  letter  I  gnve  you  what  information  I  oould  tnm 
tke  recollection  of  lniii.":ii'tion.i  ami  "latementH  Uy  my  fath>'r  and  others. 

The  ll'in.  Wil'iiiiii  Hull  says  tlml  he  wai  lliere  in  1"'  in,  aii'l  he  (lid  ii  d  see  any  '•etileMient  or  any  evidence  of 
anp.  Well,  Ml'.  II  jI  .niiriit  lia\o  tieeii  up  there  in  l>»  '.8;  he  inif^lit  have  ei>cniiipeii  on  the  jirairie  one  i\i2;lit,  and 
toighl  not  have  ?een  a  h'juse  or  the  evidence  of  one,  yet  I  hope  Mr.  Hull  will  be  honorabh'  enough  to  admit  from  an 
ico|iiaiDtance  that  covers  forty  years,  that  I  have  some  foundation  for  my  statements  if  lie  di  ln  t  see  any  for  a 
it«UM.  The  La  Crosse  Prairie  is  wide  and  extends  some  distaaoe  up  and  down  the  river.  A  man  might  encamp  on 
iht  plains  of  Egypt  for  one  night  and  not  see  the  pyramids. 

Gen.  I^bloy's  letter  reeaUs  to  my  memory  the  (hot  that  there  were  tails  laid  in  piles  at  tho  time  Coonx  k  Cnl»- 
^  want  tbara.  aad  that  a  portion  of  them  wara  burned  by  passing  steamboats,  not  all  of  them.  And  yet  we  ara 
lew  there  was  no  signs  of  aatttementa. 

In  regard  to  the  name,  it  is  still  my  opinion  that  it  ori^rinated  from  the  establishment  of  a  cross  by  Cathollo 
Qi»»ionarie'<.  for  the  rea«on  that,  as  I  understand,  the  game  uf  In  crosse  was  introduced  ainoiii;  the  In'lians  of  Pan- 
hy  the  French,  and  i-  not  a  game  that  belongs  to  our  western  tribe-t.  It  was  only  iut riiduceil  among  ihem  by 
•he  cv^lern  ludimi'i  as  they  moved  west.  ISal  I  have  made  my  letter  longer  than  I  intended,  ami  have  not  added 
ujtaiog  interesting  to  the  ■■  truthftil  history;"  yol  i  hare  tried  to  avoid  a  complication  of  dates,  denials  and 
•dalmifnis.  Baapcotftilly,  H.  B.  Ooom. 

P.  S.  —  Where  are  those  brave  .^cot-" — the  nouglasne?* — William,  Thomas  and  Robert?  If  you"dinna  hoar 
Ikcir  slogan'  you  might  have  heard  the  sound  of  their  axes  away  bock  in  1840.  hewing  out  the  way  to  numberletis 
ftnoass  mada  ainaa  that  time  in  the  lumber  businesa.  Can't  tSuf  tan  aamething  of  the  aariy  history  of  La  Crosse  ? 

C. 

Supplementary  lo  the  above  are  the  following  comnaunications  from  the  oflSce  of  the  Secre- 
tUTOf  the  Interior,  in  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  that  department  by  Mr.  King  in  his  endeavor 
to  get  at  the  troth  of  the  matter  at  iesae  betweeo  Mcens.  Coons  and  Myriek: 

OEMBTHanT  or  ran  Ixtxbior,  OrricK  or  I.ndian  .\KFAiits,  \ 

Wamulnotos,  May  28,  ItsWI.  / 

Wsmasi  flisToaiuL  Compakt: 

OmtUmm  : — Beply  ing  to  your  lallsr  under  date  of  the  20th  inat.,  in  whioh  you  state  that  youara  employed  in  8ath> 
■riag  material  nod  writ  ing  a  history  of  La  Crosse  Caunty,  Wlseonsln,  and  sale  for  inlbrmation  in  order  to  oonflrm  a  state- 
■m  mada  ta  yon  that  one  Col.  Cubbage  built  a  trading  post  at  La  Crosse  (then  Prairie  du  la  Crosse  )  in  1830,  which 
*Mt«jtoebnmod  by  the  Winnebago  Indians  and  that  the  losses  resulting  therefrom  were  deducted  and  paid  from  the 
Uatiities  of  the  Indiani>.  I  have  to  slate  thai  a  careful  search  has  been  made  of  the  record?*  ami  filcH  of  thi-  Dtlice, 
»bich  show  that  a  letter  from  (leorge  Cubbage,  dated  Hurlington,  Wis.,  May  '.'4,  1S:{.^.  a^ldres.-fcd  to  Hon.  <ip  >rge  W. 
J  oef,  on  the  subject  of  his  claim  lor  losses  for  the  de-trudinn  of  said  po.it,  was  by  the  latter  referred  to  iliis  uilice, 
wJ  replied  to  under  dale  of  June  !».  1838  (copy  herewith  i.  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  payment  was  delayed 
fcr  the  reasons  therein  stated. 

I  have  further  to  remark  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  required  proof  was  subsequently  ftarnlahed. 

Teiy  reapaotftally.  B.  Pnioa,  CbsMiiMMmr. 
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tKHnmsirr  BXCUMBD. 

(Copy.) 

OrriOB  Imdiam  Attaibs,  Jiiat  9, 18t8. 

Hon  '">    VV   JoNiJi,  IlmisB  ()►  Kki'hkskntativii!: 

Sir  In  HH'iwer  to  the  lener  of  (ien.  Ciibbage,  of  the  24ih  May,  referred  by  you  to  tbi^t  iiepariiiiL<  i .  1  h«fet'at 
honor  to  state  thnt  the  •draission  of  his  olaim  must  be  delayed  because  tliere  has  been  no  eridenoe  adduced  to  »fao« 
the  value  of  the  property  destroyed  by  the  lodiana,  or  proof  to  contradict  the  allogHtion  of  the  Indiana  that  Gen. 
CublMUM  «M  tradiag  among  them  without  •  lice  dm.  Wh«n  endwoe  of  th*  aboTO  fads  ia  Airaiahed,  the  daia  win 
immmuMj  b«  •tt«ad«d  to.  Tny  N^oetfullj, 

Caku  a.  HABaii,  Cbwuaaiiwiir. 

ooii.  XTRunt'i  rwAL  Ainwn. 

Sr.  PAOt,.Jra«  11,  1881. 

WnmsM  HnnMUCAL  Cohpaxt: 

Ottalmmf—l  hav*  tMd  the  Mcond  letter  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Ooeae  to  you,  touching  the  subject  of  your  corre«po«4- 
ence.  He  derotee  miieh  the  Ur^T  portion  of  his  letter  to  hia  own  ideao.  not  historr  ;  und  l)ie  ideas  of  Mr  H 
B.  (^n?  arc  not  a  pert  of  the  hi-iiory  of  La  Ooase,  and  of  no  possible  interest  to  lue,  he  can  indulge  them  to  hb 
own  aatisfiicU'in. 

Hi>i  second  letter  is  a  lit  companion  for  his  first.  It  i-f  iiliMgeiher  hearsAy,  and  ina<Jtnissable  under  the  rule*  of 
evi'lencL'.  lie  tells  what  he  liiu*  heard  others  way.  lie  confessedly  known  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge,  therefoit 
what  weight  is  to  be  attached  to  his  story  ?  While  attecnpting  to  ridicule  any  sensibility  on  mj  pan  over  remiai*- 
eencea  of  frienda,  Md  iritis  end  earlj  experience,  he  ia  anxious  that  the  public  should  koo*  who  H.  K.  Coons  is,  bi> 
ideu  about  maltera  Moetall/,  paitioalar^  that  he  haa  no  seatineat,  and  in  a  vain  attanpt  to  write  hiatoij,  boldl; 
auMUMM  tbat  ho  dutll  not  tmablo  himaeir  in  gottiog  lotton  of  proof  and  of  vital  slatoBoalo,"  and  thoa  daasadi 
that  tlM  puUh  ahould  believe  hia  hearsay,  reitacated  atalomoata.  TImoo  atatomeata  paroonallj  rofloet  oa  njadf  sad 
others,  and  have  no  foundation  in  fact  and  trutli. 

I  havr  \vri(ii»ii  wh  it  I  know,  what  I  saw — of  what  I  was  a  part  Mr.  ('oon«  <loeH  lujt  deny  that  I  settled  oa 
Hiirrun  s  I-iuuJ  in  KS41  iind  on  the  mainland  in  \^'2.  What  earthly  object  ciiiiM  I  now  hrive  in  staiiiip  that  lim 
wH.s  Mm  liiiihiiiig  oi-  evidence  of  a  building  on  the  pruirie  of  La  Crosse  at  thnt  liine,  if  there  had  been  .'  ('••on.-  reiter- 
ates his  statement  that  there  was.  Does  he  produceany  proof?  Why  was  not  the  proof  produced  before  the  lifpAn- 
ment  at  Wa-shiugton  ?  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  claim  for  damages  was  made  by  George  Cubbage  in  Mav.  l*^-* 
for  r'Uming  his  post,  but  it  wss  not  allowed.  It  was  not  allowed  because  George  Cubbage  had  no  proof,  and  probablj 
Ocmld  produce  no  proof  that  there  ever  was  any  buUdlog  there  or  any  that  bad  been  burnt.  What  George  Cubbagt 
ooald  aot  do  thea.  Mr.  U.  B.  Coooa,  after  forty-three  yoan,  la  tryiag  to  do  aow,  aad  with  a  aimilar  result.  He  has 
aboolBtriy  no  proof— aot  a  partielo— for  hia  atatoneata ;  on  the  ooatnuryt  <ho  rtoorda  at  Waahlagtoo.  la  their  prascat 
•onditloa,  show  that  Coons  &  Cubbage  were  trading  with  the  Indiana  ertthoul  a  lieenaa,  la  vidlauon  of  the  law  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  that  they  preferred  a  claim  for  damages,  and  were  unabla  to  Atmith  aay  or  sufficient  proof.  It 
is  respectfully  submitted,  whether  any  one  repre^enling  such  a  transacliOB  OS  thia  lata  aaltaathNI  tO  ladalga  aay 
personul  flings,  or  to  iisk  that  mere  hearsiiy  statements  shiill  be  believed. 

II.  J.  B.  MiUi  r  \v(is  my  purl  nor,  iind  ii  iniin  of  truth,  luid  lie  never  could  have  told  Mr.  Coons  the  Story  ht 
relates.    Mr.  t'oon-s  does  not  give  the  time,  tior  place,  nor  imy  particuliiis  of  that  conversation,  so  as  to  entitle  it  if 
credence.    It  is  evidently  a  mistake.    Mr.  Miller  couM  never  hate  made  such  n  mistake.    .Mr.  Coons  reiterate*  tht: 
"  Major  Coons  sent  Scott  aad  Lear  up  in  1841  or  If^2,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  original  claim,  and  that  a  Mr 
George  Kinney       ll  nm  la  (ho  fUl  of  1841."    Scott  and  Loar  ought  have  been  there  that  year  before  the  IHh  of 
Movaabor  and  want  away  without  naklng  tag  olain,  ia  oooaeqlMaoa  of  the  soardty  of  tinbar,  aa  allaaad  hy  Mi. 
Oooaa,  bat  I  know  that  they  were  not  thoro  altar  tho  Otta  day  of  NoTOmber  of  that  year,  fbr  I  waa  tharo  at  that  tine.  I 
do  oertainly  know  that  Scott  and  Lear  were  there  either  in  the  fall  of  1^42  or  spring  of  184H,  aad  went  away  with- 
out building  on  the  island,  as  Mr.  Coons  stated  in  his  firti  letter,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  Tiefuity  of  PraiHe  La 
Crosse.    Mr.  Coons  says  :    •■  A  man  might  encamp  on  the  pliiins  '^f  I'jrypt  for  one  night  uml  not  see  the  Pymini  i* 
Perhaps  so,  under  some  cireumstances  ;  but  Prairie  La  Crosse  is  not  the  plains  of  Kgypt,  nor  Coons'  imaginary  hou-f 
the  Pyramids.    I'rairie  La  Oosse  is  only  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  along  the  river,  runtiui^' inn  W  f  •  t  lie  blufis.  anl 
some  four  or  five  miles  long  under  the  bluffs,  and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  any  one  camping  on  the  river  bank  froe. 
aeeing  the  house,  had  any  such  been  there  near  the  river.    I  have  stated  what  1  saw  and  know.    I  was  there  aereial 
months  before  my  friend  Miller  came.  I  haro  given  oorrolwratlTe  proof.  1  now  refer  yoo  to  the  aoeompaaying  ataic- 
maata  of  John  H.  Folaom  and  Ira  H.  Brunaon,  old  sottlera.  I  refer  also  to  Thoniaa  8aTafa,at  Pralrio  da  Ckiasi,  who 
saya  ha  aaaa  la  18M  aad  hontad  on  tho  ChtnMva  River,  and  wai  baak  aad  Ibfth  com  or  twioo  ovory  year  fbr  aovoial 
yearo,  aad  aovtr  saw  a  honsa  at  La  Crosse  Prairie  except  on  tholstaado.  befbre  the  one  I  built  there. 

I  have  now  given  you  more  j>roofs,  and  shall  close  with  an  apology  for  having  written  so  much  in  reply  to  » 
elaim  which  is  no  more  susceptible  of  proof  now  than  when  it  was  first  mui|e  before  the  Department  at  Wasbinglcr, 
in  .May,  Is:'."^,  hhiI  even  if  there  hud  been  Bny  fomi'intinn  I'.jr  the  .same  then,  ii  I'V  no  means  follow-,  that  the  hou»e 
was  on  the  mainland  and  not  on  the  island ;  and  1  reiterate  and  have  proven  that  I  built  the  first  house  on  the  prairie 
at  La  CroaiO,  and  waa  tho  fint  aottlcr  on  tho  town  aito.  No  oao  haa  doaiod  m  oaa  anooaaafuliy  deny  this  history. 

NaruAx  MvaicK. 

MB.  rOLSOX's  TUTIHOMV. 

I  oaiae  to  Frairlo  da  Chlaa  in  tho  fltll  of  1886.  I  wont  to  La  Groaae  in  January,  18S8,  in  tho  employ  of  Moorr 
k  Blioot,  fax  thopnrpoae  of  tiado  wtth  the  Indians  at  that  piaoe,  and  to  make  a  olaln  OB  a  qaiftor  looliaaoa  Frairie 
la  Oroaaa.  Thair  loeaUon  waa  near  tho  npper  part  of  tho  idaad,  opposite  the  city  of  La  CrooM and  as  tho  aaat  aide. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HlbTORV  OF  LA  CROSSE  COUNTY. 


837 


•ad  ia  a  honas  built  bj  OA.  Cabbapa,  wbiflfa  waa  Ikas  in  diMfa  of  »  Mr.  St .  Joh n  for  Um.  Tba  far  Oompuj  bad  a 
tiwiiag  booM  «ii  th*  ialand  wait  of  tbe  Cabbage  bonw  Thtra  mm  ao  building  od  Pcaiito  La  CktMaaattbat  tina,  but 
I  think  th«r«  was  some  hewed  pin<>  limber  lyinc  tbm.  La  Battc'a  tradiaf  haoaa  nu  abotti  als  ikllai  balow  La 
CViMM,on  the  eaat  side  of  the  Mmissippi  River. 

Oaa't  kaaw  aa  lo  tba  baraiag  of  tba  Cabbage  booae,  bot  tblnk  I  beard  af  it.  Johh  H.  VotaoM. 

BK1TinOII*ll  RIOOLtlKTIOir. 

I  came  lo  Prairif  '!m  ("liien  in  183*5.  In  1h!7,  was  in  companv  "  itli  H.  I..  DouHitinn,  B,  W.  Hri'^boig,  Fr»n'  oi:"  La 
B«il«,  and  probftbl/  ii.  ii.  bibley,  in  the  purchase  of  hewn  pine  timber  fur  building  a  house  al  La  Crosse,  which  was 
ItftdieN^bai  oo  heoaa  waa  built.  Iea  B.  Baommi. 

Tbe  fiillowing  communications  on  the  same  subject  are  also  submitted : 

"  Vha  waa  ibe  earliest  settler  in  U  Crosse?"  J.  Irwla  Snitb.  in  a  letter  to  tbe  La  Croaae  StpuUieait  Uatbr 
«f  JvSj  15, 1878.  asks  tbis  question,  sajing  that  tbe  Hea.  ClMrlea  Seymour,  in  bfa  bietorical  addreea,  meatloned 
Xsthao  Mjrick  as  the  Bret  settler  on  this  prairie,  and  Novanbor  7,  1H41 ,  aa  the  <)nte  of  IiIh  arrival  ;  hut  mhU  :  ••  I 
•Si  inclined  to  believe,  from  nlisfsctorT  te^linumy,  that  this  date  is  too  late  by  several  yeuPM,  for  tbe  actual  puisession 
here  bj  white  men,  and  that  HPvpral  oiliers  prpcclfl  Nathan  Myrick.' 

A  (rentlemaii  resides  in  the  fmnily  of  hi^  iluii^hier,  who  ia  the  wife  of  Judge  Mitchell,  in  Winona,  anii  whose 
riMji*  I  itni  iinahle  to  recall  at  this  writing,  but  who  will  bo  recalled  by  some  of  the  pioneer  iniilcrs  of  our  city. 
Umood  .S.  T.  Smith  sold  him  lots  here  at  an  early  day.  and  a  son  of  Capl.  Smith,  the  pioneer  steamboat  man,  married 
kis  daughter,  and  resided  at  Winona. 

Tbe  gentleman  referred  to  baa  travened  the  Xorthweat  for  fiftj  yean»  aod  ao  beloaga  to  that  ohMS  haviog  vivid 
iapresaiona  of  datee,  evenu  and  parsonagee.  Ho  ia  a  gootlonaa  of  the  iaaat  ealtore— of  noadorftil  tatolUgaaao  relar 
live  to  all  the  oonditioaa  aod  ebaagea  trau^iriBg  througheat  this  territoiy.  For  a  number  of  years,  indodlag  tboio 
fsllowing  1882. 1  tblak,  bo  waa  a  Barehaat  doiag  boaiaoii  at  Oaleaa,  and  fbraiahing  suppliea  ta  up-river  txadara; 
«arh  Jt  man.  eopadallj  doiag  orodlt  buaiaeaB,  ia  aot  lik^  to  bo  adatakoa  greatly  reqieotiag  datao  aod  aaaea  of  Ua 
«««iomen<. 

Now  his  siatenient  touchinfr  this  <|uejiion  is  very  positive  and  distin<-t.  He  .iffirms  that  four  or  five  years  pre- 
ri"U.<<  to  Nnthan  Myrick's  coming;,  whom  he  knows  well,  that  is  in  183(>-37.  two  young  men,  as  partners,  had  seized 
>i>i  occupied  tbis  prairie  with  (heir  cabin,  holding  it  in  anticipation  for  preemption  as  town  site,  tie  says  (he 
I  uiif  of  one  of  iheui  was  John  K.  .Stoltz,  that  of  the  other  he  waa  unable  to  recall  at  the  time  he  gave  me  this  recital 
in  April  la.<it,  ibat  the  namei*  of  both  these  men  are  on  his  books,  with  date  of  purchnses,  aa  they  came  twice  a  year 
*o  Oaissa  for  auppliea,  aod  bought  of  hio  pork,  beef,  olothiag  aod  grooeriee.  He  had  oot  at  the  time  viaitod  this 
plaee  hineelf ;  bat  bo  ofkou  talked  fnAj  wUh  thcoo  neu  about  iboir  loeatioa,  agreeing  with  their  repreooaiatloao  that 
(kere  oraal  nUimately  be  a  town  on  this  site ;  but  these  men  wore  tired  of  wailing  year  after  year  tor  ita  beginoiiic. 
One  wtaicr  they  were  so  weary  of  the  loneliness  that  one  or  both  of  tbom  left,  hiring  a  man  to  bold  their  ekim  tul 
'iieir  return  ;  an<l,  that  in  the  end,  about  1840.  bo  thinkf  Ihooo  two  gave  up,  aad  sold  out  their  title  to  asoooad 

i»ny.  who  alxo  preceded  Myrick. 

In  fac*  <»f  !«uch  staiemeni'?,  which  can  remliiy  be  verified  or  Bucce«<tfully  refuted,  I  judge  our  date  for  the  settlo- 
ui<-8t.  and  the  credit  of  priority  should  b«  revineil.  We  owe  it  to  the  satislaclion  of  history  to  be  correct.  I  suggeat 
(bit  reference  to  the  records  of  Myriek's  title  would  afford  light.  Who  wIU  fbmiah  additiOBal  panleulars,  and  tall 
«qcaiag  general  ioaa  uaquestioaably  who  eettlod  La  Croese? 

J.  lawiK  8mitb. 

The  following  statt'iueot  from  a  pioneer  settler  of  La  Croa«e  bearing  direetlyon  Mr.  Smith's 
letter,  was  published  in  the  Winona  BepubUoan  of  Jaly  24, 1876. 

The  genlleniaa  referred  to  by  the  writer  of  ihe  foregoiuj;  couiuiunicatinti  to  tin'  I-fi  i  '[■•■^^f  R- I'li'ilc-au- !..,idfc,  \^ 
'  I  J.  D.  Merrill,  father  in-law  of  Judge  Mitchell,  of  this  city,  tlavint;  called  his  atieniioii  to  the  •iulijcci  nt  issue. 
'  >■  irp  iiifiirined  by  hini  that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Smith  is  subHtnntially  correct,  but  aubject  to  uiodittcition  in  one 
'^r  I  ,  iriiculara.  The  date  of  tbe  first  settlement  of  {a  (Vnaxe.  by  the  two  young  men  alluded  to,  was  1838.  One 
"f  'bpiii  was  named  John  K  Koonts  (not  Stolls),  but  the  name  of  his  partner  lV)1.  Merritt  cannot  now  recall.  Koontz 
opened  a  atero  at  Bolmoat,  Iowa,  ia  1887,  but  waa  iaduoed  by  o  8l  Louie  firm  lo  go  to  Prairie  Lo  Crosse  for  the 
porpaae  of  nnkiag  a  olaim  ia  their  iaicreot,  aod  aeoordlngly,  ia  1888,  aooenpoaiod  \ij  aaothor  aiaa,  ho  weal  thither 
ood  took  poaoeeMOB  of  tlio  rite  of  the  areaeat  oity  of  La  Crooso.  wheio  the  two  men  romaiaod  that  jear  aad  Iho 
oeit. 

.VIeantime,  Koontz  was  a  regulur  piirchaser  of  prorisions  aad  auppliea  froin  <'ol.  Merritt,  \*ho  then  kept  a 
general  supply  store  at  Polosi,  Wis.,  which  at  that  time  ranked  with  Oalena  as  n  ccntor  of  miniin;  trade.  Koontz 
fn  U-iiv  ,re-i  lo  interest  Mr.  Merritt  in  the  land  •tpeculaiion  but  f:ii!p<l.  luul,  in  the  full  of  ISI'.T,  (itnl  hi«  C"rnjiiuii<in, 
pruKahly  dreading  the  ordeid  of  spending  another  winter  in  that  then  bleak  and  uninteresting  locality,  and  seeing 
*  lit  little  prospect  of  realitiog  aaj  laagiwe  raonlu  ihiai  tho  effort  to  eataUiah  a  towa,  took  tboir  departure  aad  abaa- 
Juoed  the  place  forever. 

<'ol.  Merritt.  whose  recollection  of  the  even's  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  the  Upper  Mississippi 
Vallay  is  vetjr  dietiaet,  also  iafonns  us  that  the  firat  saw  mill  oroeted  ia  the  Black  Btver  Valloj  i» 

Btaek  Wnwt  ftSk,  by  tvro  brothom  anmod  Douglas,  who  bad  fornerlj  boon  employed  ta  Morritt'a  ameltiag  taef 
aoee  at  Poiod.   Tbe  same  year.  Col.  Merritt  sent  a  valuable oargo  of  lead  dowa  the  MioslMi|^  to  St.  Louio,  whieb 
aeddoat  wok  at  the  rapids,  and  became  a  total  lose. 


Digiiizea  by  GoOgle 


888 


HISTORY  OF  LA  rR0S8E  COUNTY. 


It  majr  be  aJdeJ,  in  thiM  connection,  that  Col.  Merrill  took  a  prominent  part,  either  m  priaoipal  or  aMiMtDt  a 
the  reiDOnl  to  their  reservations  west  of  the  Mi^sis'^ippi  ami  MiH.tuuri  Riverit.  of  all  the  looMi  UibM  in  Ohio,  tivi 
tlMt  bis  knowledge  of  ladiu  ohsreeter  and  habiu  ii  aoaroelj  exeelled  bj  that  of  any  other  penon  now  IWifig.  h 
the  ooaMnattM  with  him  flron  wUoh  theae  Ihsts  were  gleeaed.  Gel.  Mettlt^wbo  is  now  upward  of  eeveatj  jaa 
of  age,  tlHNiidi  leoiting  much  youagef— iaefaientai|y  itaied  that  fifty-iwe  jman  ago.  he  was  infonBed  bj  ea  iatwikiii 
Tadian,  vho  oed  mentlj  come  fWin  the  TellowBtotte  region,  that  gold  ezieled  ia  large  i|iiantittee  at  the  Blade  mk. 
Ufinn  til"  qiieiitioii  of  re<«pon!<ibilil.v  forladlan  ouli^fre<i,  Col.  M.  is  (true  to  the  instinct  of  his  tjunker  anewllj), e»- 
phiktic  in  the  opinion  thai  they  arc  alnost  entirely  due  tu  the  bad  faith  and  cupidity  of  the  whites.  lleie|ethH, 
during  a  long  period  of  olooe  intinicty  with  then,  he  never  knew  of  a  liBgla  Tiolation  of  an  egreenient  on  the  pit 

of  the  Imiians. 

There  seems  to  be  no  Question  but  that  overtures,  as  it  were,  bad  been  made  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Ia  Orotse,  with  m  nnr  to  lekllemaiil  there  m  thoreahoato  prior  to  the  act  itsdf;  wbv 
this  was  not  accomplished  is  a  mystery  no  one  seems  thus  far  to  have  ▼entared  a  aidation  of^  bat 
its  truth  is  undeniable. 

MINING  SRTTLBMEXTS  AMD  MILITARY  P09TB. 

The  first  settlements  of  Michigan  Territory,  as  is  known,  were  ni.tde  at  a  comparatively 
early  day  by  miners  who  radiated  from  more  thickly  settled  sections,  attnicted  by  the  reports  of 
rich  discoveries  of  mtneniU  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  enforcement  of  roles  and  regols- 
tions  formulated  by  mine  Superintendents,  and  the  danger  to  be  appreliet)dt'(l  from  attaclcs  b? 
Indians.  Neither  of  these  embargoes  delayed  the  settlement  ot  La  Croase  County  at  an  earlier 
day,  as  the  absence  of  mineral,  a  sonree  of  attraction  elsewhere,  failed  to  woo  the  cooung  of 
▼entnresurae  delvers  in  mother  earth,  for  the  springs  of  revenue,  which  in  other  portions  of  Wis- 
Consin  had  boon  tappefl,  and  bounteous  streams  gushed  forth. 

One  reason  quoted  for  the  comparative  delay  in  efiecting  a  lodgment  of  settlers  about  La 
Crosse  at  an  earlier  day  than  daring  the  forties,  was  the  fiiot  that  the  Eastern  States,  whence  a 
large  immigration  sub.«iequently  proceeded,  had  not  boromo  over-crowded,  and  space  by  no  mcsns 
so  contracted.  Another  cause  of  delay  is  attributed  to  the  further  fact  that  the  countries  of 
Enrope  which  now  fnmish  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  more  Western  States 
and  Territories,  had  not  at  that  time  become  fatuiliar  with  the  advantages  to  he  found  here,  and 
preferring;  to  suffer  the  ills  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  for  generations,  rttther  than  to 
encounter  others  of  which  they  were  ignorant,  their  coming  hither  was  delayed  until  a  time 
when  necessity  or  inclination  prompted  by  the  glowing  accounts  of  life  in  the  New  World,  led 
them  to  embark  tlieir  bopes  on  a  tide,  whidi  as  the  sequel  in  many  instances  has  proved,  led  on 
to  gloij  and  to  fortune. 

Military  posts  were  for  years  the  only  habitations  to  be  found  on  the  frontiers,  save  the 
wigwams  of  the  savage,  and  the  only  inhabitants  the  soldiers  and  officers  who  fraternized  with 
the  foe  or  aided  in  the  efforts  employed  to  accomplish  their  departure  before  the  advance  of  s 
progressive  civilization.  Wars  were  carried  on  as  is  known  from  the  pages  of  history  ;  settlers 
were  slain  or  driven  off.  and  the  effects  of  the  Indian  occupation  were  not  entirely  obliterated 
for  years  it  niisht  be  said  after  the  ilusky  warrior  re-;igricrl  the  contest,  and  reded  to  tbo  wliites 
possession  of  the  territory  for  which  he  had  so  valoroiisly.  yet  fruitlessly  contended.  hen  Mr. 
Myrick  came  into  the  country  forty  yeare  ago,  the  Indian  was  still  in  the  field,  equally  as 
treacherous,  equally  as  uncivilized,  and  fully  as  savage  as  during  the  days  when  he  ran  wild  m 
the  sunshine,  unn'strnined  by  law  or  the  force  "f  arms.  The  dignity  of  character  wbu'h 
romancers  and  poets  are  wont  to  ascribe  to  the  red  man.  was  no\>here  visible,  and  his  capacity 
for  evil  was  only  measured  by  his  opportunities.  He  absorhed  the  vices  of  the  whites,  without 
seeking  to  emulate  any  of  the  virtues  recorded  of  the  most  unconscionable  in  the  book  of  life, 
and  taken  all  in  all,  was  by  no  means  a  desirable  quantity  in  the  body  politic,  where  law  and 
t>rder  prevail,  and  where  men  are  measured  by  their  excellences  and  not  by  the  absence  of 
them.  A  fragment  of  these  aboriginal  occupants  are  yet  to  be  seen  at  occasional  intervals  ia 
the  cities  of  the  F'ar  West,  but  bear  no  impress  of  the  position  Fiction,  rather  than  Fact.  ha> 
alioted  them  in  the  annals  of  the  past.  Indeed,  it  might  be  said  without  trespassing  upon  the 
domain  of  exa^^ration  or  prejudice,  that  they  are  the  most  hetorodox  samples  of  departed 
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greatness  to  bc  set;n  without  the  pale  of  barbaric  domination — living  testimonials  of  mural  and 
intellectual  deformity,  and  •  Standing  rdbnka  to  the  easte  of  dtisens,  rapidly  beeoming  extinct, 
whose  felicity  in  life  is  augmenteil  in  proportion  as  they  can  trace  their  pedigree  to  the  daughter 
of  Powhattan.  Their  shadow  is  aaaimilating  with  nonenity,  so  to  speak,  diminishing  in  a  man- 
lier that,  in  viev  of  the  iSwts  in  the  ease,  mmt  not  be  other  than  gratifying.  Many  an  old  set- 
tler in  the  nelloir  evening  of  life  lives  to  witness  a  fruition  of  hopes  of  earlier  years  in  the 
r»pid  progress  of  the  city  and  State,  had  not  been  spared  if  his  lease  of  life  forty  years  ago, 
vas  contingent  upon  tlie  humanity  of  the  Indian  who  greeted  his  advent  here  with  threats  and 
demands  for  fire-water. 

But  he  has  survived  the  trials  and  dangers  which  attended  his  coming  into  the  undiscovered 
land,  that  to-dav  teems  with  the  fruit  of  labors  he  was  instrumental  in  directing  hither,  con- 
wrved  and  facilitated  through  the  system  of  education,  he  was  the  mediom  of  establishing. 
The  visitor  to  the  eonntry  comprehended  within  tiie  present  limits  of  L*  Orosse  County  as  he 
k.wls  over  the  avenues  that  intersect  one  another  in  all  directions,  or  gazes  upon  the  fields  of 
ripening  grain  ready  for  the  sickle,  or  views  the  evidences  of  thrift,  skill,  enterprise  and  accret- 
isg  capital,  which  greets  his  vision  whithersoever  he  may  tarn  in  city  and  county,  must  not  be 
nnraindful  of  the  labors,  and  the  industry  whicli  hiive  Ix'on  utilizcMl  to  these  results.  Wliere 
once  the  savage  dwelt  secure  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  wilderness,  churches  and  schools  have  been 
nused  np,  bringing  the  fhllest  fruition  of  their  objeets  to  the  oonnty  and  to  the  fbnnders  of  ^ese 
agencies  for  the  amelioration  and  improvement  of  the  race  of  which  they  were  so  prominent  and 
iisinterestcd  constituents.  To  these  leading  spirits  who  revived  discouraged  hearts,  and  checked 
fa<itng  hopes  born  of  disappointments  and  apprehensions  that  were  by  no  means  retired  figures 
in  the  days  that  passed  away  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  is  the  present  condition  of  affiurs  wholly 
ine.  Long  may  they  survive  aiul  soe  the  perfect  realization  of  works,  the  foundations  of  which 
were  laid  when  the  heart  of  man  was  almost  appalled  by  the  unpromising  outlook.  A  region 
inhalnted  by  savages,  jealous,  revengeful  and  degraded.  The  nearest  place  at  which  supplies 
eould  be  obtained,  or  social  amenities  cultivated,  distant  a  joamey  of  several  days.  In  health 
it  must  have  been  cheerless,  in  sickness  simply  desolating. 

NATHAN  MTRIOK'8  ARRIVAL. 

This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Nathan  Myrick,  the  pioneer  settler  of  La  Crosse 
County,  landed  opposite  the  foot  of  Main  street,  in  the  present  city,  on  the  afternoon  of  Novem- 
Wr  9,  1841.  The  scene  was  by  no  means  encouraging  to  the  enterprising  visitor,  who  had, 
Wfore  attaining  his  majority,  settled  in  the  West,  and,  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  B.  W. 
Brl-bois.  a  fur  trader  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  extended  his  field  of  observation,  and  dt'eidi'd  to 
locate  at  La  Crosse.  Ue  was  confident  of  the  future ;  no  doubt  entered  his  mind  of  what  the 
brvest  would  be,  yet  in  spite  of  his  hopes  and  ambitions,  and  determinations  to  realise  from 
nbstantial  foundations,  there  was  little  to  encourage  in  the  appearance  of  affairs  for  the  time 
b*ing.  The  season  of  the  year,  with  its  solemn.  <jloomy.  melancholy  days,  the  landscape  that 
but  a  brief  period  before  had  rejoiced  in  an  exuberance  of  tlowers  and  foliage,  was  now  drooping, 
dying,  epitomizing,  as  it  were,  the  elosing  scenes  in  a  year  that  was  cycling  into  the  irrevocable 
past.  Mr.  MyricK,  without  rnnijiiinionship,  save  the  presence  of  Horatio  Curtis,  Ehcn  Wells, 
and  a  man  named  Heed,  who  accompanied  him,  and,  while  there  was  much  to  inspire  him  to  acts, 
there  was  mneh  to  persuade  him  to  retire  whence  he  osme,  and  idendify  his  fortune  with  that  of 
the  friends  and  associates  nearer  the  confines  of  civilizntion. 

The  prompter's  bell  has  rung  down  the  curtain  on  forty  years  since  that  day,  in  the  life  of 
Nathan  Myrick.  He  has  lived  to  see  the  prairies  and  blufi's  blossom  as  a  rose  ;  to  see  the  nar- 
row Indian  trails  jidd  precedence  to  roads  made  by  the  hand  of  man,  to  lines  of  travel  oon- 
nectirifi  with  the  East  and  West  through  the  darkness  of  the  nii^ht ;  to  see  a  city  created  over 
the  ruins  of  the  Indian  wigwams,  and  the  mighty  river  overcome  and  bridged  from  shore  to 
shore.  The  places  he  knew  In  those  days  primeval,  have  passed  into  obsmirity,  and  their  trials 
Wcome  as  a  tale  that  is  tdd.   The  lives  of  men  to-day  are  ss  holidays  compared  with  those  of 
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men  who  were  identified  with  its  development  and  cultivation.  Life  in  those  days  must  luve 
been  attended  with  unlimited  hardships  and  privations  without  the  possession  of  a  coropenntiiig 
number  of  bIessin;Ta  and  privileges.  The  nughty  achievements  that  have  since  been  made,  are 
the  result  of  small  begiDuinffs,  supplemented  by  constant  industry,  daring  enterprise  and  until- 
ing energy.  The  waste  pnees  nave  been  made  to  yield  abundant  harvests,  villages  and  eides 
have  arisen  as  if  by  magic,  and  civilization  and  the  arts  "soar  Phoenix-like  to  Jove."  The 
marts  of  trade  and  traffic,  and  the  work-shops  of  the  artisan  are  thronged ;  a  common  sch'.'.l 
system  increasing  in  value  and  influence  with  each  succeeding  year,  has  been  establisheil.  arci 
children  of  the  rich  and  poor  press  f  i  N'.iinl  eager  to  participate  in  the  benefits  thereby  afforded. 
Churches  have  been  built,  and  a  Christian  ministry  ordained  for  u  cultivation  of  a  religious  life, 
the  promotion  of  piety,  the  inculcation  of  morality  and  virtue.  The  press,  the  Archimedean 
lever  which  moves  the  world,  sends  forth  floods  of  light  to  illnmioate  the  land  and  benefit  A* 
sons  of  men.  Railroads  are  completed  to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  independence,  and  the 
electric  telegraph  shortens  the  intervals  of  space  at  the  behest  of  mankind.  As  these  pagts 
are  read,  bright  memories  will  blossom  out  of  tl«e  shadowy  past,  glorifying  and  beautifying  its 
dimness.  Many  herein  mentioned  have  long  since  gone,  like  visions  of  the  beautiful,  to  be  seea 
no  more.  Many  yet  remain  who  have  almost  reached  the  Biblical  limits  of  human  life,  and  are 
waiting  to  say :  Now  let  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,"  leaving  as  a  heritage  to  their  descend 
ants  in  long  years  hence,  the  ripe  and  perfect  glory  of  a  domain  of  which  thej  laid  the  founda- 
tions, while  a  large  number  of  those  who  participated  in  the  foundation  of  the  county,  slofp 
after  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them,  an  equally  large  number  remain  who  huve 
survived  the  rush  of  matter  and  wreck  of  worlds,  and  contemplate  the  scene  as  a  Rock  of  age* 
deft  for  the  good  and  faithful  servant. 

At  the  time  of  Myrick's  arrival,  there  was  !io  one  residini;  at  T^a  Crosse  or  on  the  inlands 
oontiguoos  thereto.  The  only  resident  in  the  vicinity,  immediate  or  remote,  was  LaBatt  or  La 
Bathe,  a  IVench  trader,  of  whom  mention  is  made  above,  hot  whose  sojourn,  as  already  hinted,  was 
fiurfrom  perroaaeiit.  Thevoyageurs  had  come  from  Prairie  da  Cbien  with  the  object  of  establish- 
ing a  trading-post,  bringing  with  them  a  stock  for  that  purpose.  It  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Myrick  to  erect  a  store  at  La  Crosse  and  begin  operations  a(  once ;  but  the  scarcity  of  material 
prevented  this  consummation,  and  so  he  located  temporarily  on  the  island  opposite  the  city, 
where  limited  and  comfortless  accommodntint)s  were  secured.  Here  he  opened  his  kit  of  goods, 
and  hither  tended  the  wanderings  of  the  Winaebago  Indians,  who  having  received  their  annuities, 
sought  the  disposition  of  what  was  paid  them  without  any  unneecesary  delay.  In  these  roughly 
improvised  and  contracted  quarters  Mr.  Myrick  and  his  companions  passed  their  time,  eating, 
sleeping,  making  sales  of  goods  in  excluuiizc  for  furs  or  their  equivalents  in  money,  and  doubt- 
less dreaming  of  days  when  after  patient  watch  atid  prolonged  vigil,  they  would  be  rewarded 
with  returns  that  should  more  than  compensate  them  for  the  trials  they  had  endured  and  the 
deprivations  to  which  they  had  been  subio<-tf'.l.  Thus  were  the  long  winter  days  and  nights  of 
that  heroic  period  passed,  and  if  the  truth  were  known,  they  were  doubtless  the  happiest  days 
of  lives  that  had  not  always  been  uncheekered  or  complacent. 

A    r)A\(7KR0t'?  .TMlHtXEV. 

One  week  before  Christmas  of  the  year  of  his  arrival,  Mr.  Myrick  bc^.-ui  a  journey  to  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  to  renew  old  associations  and  drink  a  cup  of  gladness  to  days  lung  syne,  ns  also  to 
procure  a  fresh  supply  of  materials  he  kept  in  stock.  He  started  upon  bis  trip  in  a  cano>'.  ai.  I 
looked  forward  to  an  early  arrival  at  his  destination  with  feelings  of  pleasure  and  pardonaM- 
impatience.  At  the  hour  of  his  departure  the  weather  was  comparatively  ho^piuble.  Autumn 
had  not  yet  doffed  her  garments,  and  Winter  was  seemingly  loth  to  enter  upon  the  contest  for 
supremacy.  But  suddenly  chanpiiir;  his  determination  in  th;it  liclialf  old  Winter  introduced  him- 
self without  being  announced,  and  made  a  day  of  it  to  see  what  was  ^oing  on,  as  it  were.  He 
found  the  hopeful  voyager  en  route  on  his  trip,  but  whistled  about  him  dolcAiUy  as  slgha  in  » 
churchyard,  and  urged  his  delay  with  such  persuasive  eloquence  as  proved  irreristible,  and  de> 
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lajed  Mjrick  beyond  all  comparisoo.  After  a  brief  seasoD,  the  rain  turned  into  sleet,  finally 
nMlrioff  itself  into  mow,  and  causing  the  traveler  in  seudi  of  bvsineee  and  pleasare  to  regret 

that  he  oad  emerged  from  his  hut  on  the  island.  Added  to  these  nfTfiravationi*  the  wind  Mew  a 
^rale,  ranging  over  prairies,  whistling  down  Coulies,  and  performing  antics  among  the  trees  and 
brush,  original  as  they  were  provoking  to  the  Prairie  du  Chien-boand  tourist. 

He  had  in  the  meantime  abandbned  his  oanoe,  and  sought  to  expedite  his  advanoe  by  the 
way  of  a  trail  which  then  skirted  the  western  approaches  to  the  bluffs.  Here  his  progrt'ss  was 
'  v  no  means  more  satisfactory.  After  the  rain,  the  snow  and  wind  resumed  their  presence,  and 
kept  him  company  on  his  cheerless  way.  When  he  reached  Coon  Creek  he  found  that  stream 
ofor  its  banks  and  impassable  to  pedestrians.  This  sjipplemental  embargo  was  far  from  cheerful 
to  the  wearied  wanderer,  but  by  no  means  disheartened  he  canva.<5fie<l  the  sitnatinn.  and  at  l!u»t 
discovered  a  bridge  formed  of  a  tree  which  had  fallen  over  the  otherwise  impassable  stream,  lie 
■omted  this  connecting  link,  and  had  reached  mid-stream  when  he  lost  his  hold  and  was  pre> 
dmtated  into  the  freezing  waters  beneath.  After  making  one  desperate  effort  and  failing,  he 
;^crepded  in  crawling  out  of  his  bath,  and  nearly  numbed  with  the  cold,  as  also  fatigued  with  the 
eforts  necessary  to  procure  his  deliverance,  he  made  his  way  to  Bad  Ax,  which  he  reached 

t  tft«rd«rk.  The  only  domicile  that  afforded  him  protecl»on  from  the  storm  and  an  opportunity 
:o  dry  his  now  frozen  garments,  was  at  an  Indian  camp  near  by,  where  the  ItKliaiis  were  all 
inink  and  engaged  in  the  peculiar  motions  of  the  war  dance  to  the  unmusical  tom-tom,  beaten 
by  a  decrepit  but  fierce-looking  and  very  inebriated  Winnebago.  The  appearance  of  things 
lidn't  seem  to  mollify  the  feelings  of  the  visitor,  but  an  aged  and  sympathetic  squaw  took  him 
ill  charge,  and  witli  ^igns  admoni'^hing  him  not  to  be  afraid,  tucked  Mr.  Myrick  away  in  her 
vigwam.    He  slept  little  during  the  night,  and  arose  in  the  morning  considerably  fatigued  and 

!  vm.  Nererthelees  he  pursued  his  journey,  making  seven  miles  by  noon,  his  muscles  yielding 
sonewbatto  the  exercise  necessary,  when  he  bathe<l  in  the  snow  and  emerged  from  his  icy  expe> 
rience  compamtively  limber.    lie  reached  his  objective  point  soon  after,  consuming.feur  days  in 

^  a  trip  that  is  now  accomplished  in  as  many  hours. 

j  Upon  concluding  his  business  there  he  returned  to  the  island  and  attended  to  the  engagement 
I  iHiiith  had  attracted  him  lliither,  until  February,  1842.  Through  the  long  months  of  this  inhos- 
pitable season  of  the  year,  a^  has  already  been  observed,  there  wa.s  ab.solutely  nothing  to  encour- 
age the  hope  of  immediate  immigration  m  the  direction  of  Prairie  La  Crosse.  The  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  together  wilii  a  well-defined  apprehension  of  attack  from  marauding  bands  of 
Indians,  had  the  effect  of  checking  the  enterpri.-'ing  disposition  of  Myriok  and  his  subordinates, 
Kid  no  improvements  beyond  those  indispensable  to  protection  from  the  weather  were  proposed 
«r  ioaogurated.  His  store  was  patronizeid  by  the  Indians,  and  so  long  as  the  money  received  by 
Aem  at  the  Turkey  River  Agency  lasted,  the  times  were  lively  indeed,  so  lively  upon  one  occa- 
MQ  as  to  cause  serious  fears  of  the  consequences. 

MYRICK'S  adventure  with  an  INDIAN. 

There  were  fifteen  lodges  on  the  island,  and  one  Sunday  morning  two  of  the  savages  be- 
enw  inspired  with  the  determination  to  prt^^ess  themselves  fully  of  the  gore  of  the  traders.  One 
of  them  visited  Mr.  Myrick's  store  with  a  loaded  gun,  wiiich  that  gentleman  secured  and  dis- 
ebiigeU  into  the  air.  The  intruder  then  began  to  manifest  familiarity  with  the  stock,  and  sought 
iti  ownership  without  the  usual  tender  of  value.  These  proceedings  naturally  disturbed  the 
serenity  of  their  legitimate  owner.  Upon  being  refused  their  transfer,  the  Indian  again  loaded 
kis  gun,  but  its  discharge  was  prevented,  owing  to  a  squaw  having  knocked  out  the  priming. 
After  repeating  his  threatenings  once  more.  Myrick,  who  was  standing  outside  his  cabin,  hurried 
therein  and  barricaded  the  entrance,  and  from  the  window  surveyed  the  preparations  i'm  iUisault 
making  by  the  Indian.  Wlu'ti  tlie  latter  had  completed  his  preliminaries,  he  advanced  upon 
the  cabin,  and  demanded  admittance,  which  beine  refused,  he  opened  filre.  The  attack  was 
Aea  coaraieneed,  whieb  listed  for  a  bnef  period,  trnen  bostiUties  were  suspended,  without  any 
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other  damage  having  been  sutained  than  that  occasioned  by  the  ehot  entering  the  logs  of  whidi 
the  honae  was  boilt. 

While  the  firing  was  in  progress,  Alexis  Bailey,  residing  down  the  river,  hearing  the  sholi, 
hurried  on  to  the  scene,  and  vrn^  instrumental  in  quieting  the  "  perturbed  spirits  "  of  the  ar- 
ages.  At  Myrick's  request,  he  interrogated  them  as  to  the  cause  of  their  assault,  to  whicli 
some  of  the  Indians  responded  that  it  was  beoanee  Myrick  liad  fired  off  his  gun  at  them,  nfer* 
ring  to  the  discharge  above  tncritioned.  A  peace  was  finally  concluded,  wlu  n  Mr.  Bailey  pur- 
sued bis  trip  homeward,  followed  by  the  Indian  who  had  originated  the  disturbance.  He  btd 
readied  a  fwint  below  the  preeent  city  of  La  Oroese,  when  he  was  starlledl  by  tbe  ezplonon  of « 
gun,  and  noticed  the  leaden  messeti^i  r  tin  l  efmiD  rlcochetting  along  the  ice,  in  too  clooe  p«Mt« 
imity  to  himself  to  be  comfortalilo.  He  demanded  the  cause  of  this  unlooked-for  divertisement, 
when  tbe  savaffe  replied  that  he  was  shooting  at  a  mark,  and  slunk  oil  up  one  of  the  ravines 
that  tenninalea  on  tne  river  bank.  The  blood-thirsty  aborigine  sabeequently  returned  to  the 
island,  and.  escaping  the  penalty  of  his  misbeharior,  gave  no  farther  cause  of  alarm  daring  Mr. 
Myrick's  sojourn  there. 

From  these  incidents,  it  will  be  readily  appreciatetl  that  the  lives  of  those  who  the 
setdement  of  La  Crosse  were  far  from  being  as  ripe  with  sunshine  as  a  day  in  June.  On  the 
contrary,  his  conversion  of  the  wilderness  into  fields  that  to-day  bloy.som  with  flie  barvKst,  wis 
surrounded  b^  trials  and  labors.  The  embargoes  to  be  encountered  and  disposed  of  in  the  effort 
inaugurated  for  the  establishment  of  homes  m  repons  remote  from  ciTilisation,  and  ansoaght, 
therefore,  save  by  wandering  Indians  and  savage  beasts,  were  not  of  a  character  that  was  cal- 
culated to  inspire  an  endless  felicity.  The  years  were  replete  with  trials  and  hardships,  against 
which  no  soul  rebelled  and  uo  voice  was  raised.  They  also  shone  with  promises  in  rainbow  tinta 
that  haTo  long  since  been  more  than  realised.  Out  of  the  darkness  there  shone  a  light;  oat  of 
the  sorrows  and  disappointmrats  an  exceeding  joy  came  forth. 

THB  SBTTLBMBNl  OH  THB  MAINLAND. 

In  February,  1842,  Reed  and  Wells,  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Myridc  from  Ptairie  da 

Chien  in  Novetuber,  removed  with  him  to  the  niainlanrl,  where  La  Crosse  now  is.  The  same 
month,  U.  J.  B.  Miller  came  up  the  river  and  became  an  employe  of  Myrick.  During  the 
winter  the  latter  passed  on  the  island,  he  had  prepared  the  necessary  timbers  for  a  hoose,  with 
the  Md  of  Reed  and  Wells,  shoved  it  across  the  Mississippi  on  a  hand-sled,  and  erected  the  fint 
,  house  in  Prairie  La  Crosse,  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Front  Streets  of  to«day,  thasite  at  present 
occupied  by  the  Minnesota  House  of  Alexander  Whelan. 

At  that  time,  Mr.  Myrick  is  positive  ss  to  the  appearance  of  the  fntnre  city  site,  which, 
he  asserts,  furnisbed  no  indications  of  what  was  reserved  in  the  future.  There  was  no  habita* 
tion  of  any  description  between  the  river  and  the  bluffs,  nor  a  sign  of  one,  except  the  puncheon 

froteetors  put  up  by  the  soldiers  in  1840,  as  a  means  of  safety  against  the  anticipated  raids  of 
ndians.    The  prairie  stretched  oat  to  the  east,  south  and  north,  without  the  slightest  ve>tige 
of  rivilizutioii  to  vary  the  monotony  of  the  landscape,  the  log  ca!)in  of  Myrick  brnn;  the  only 
evidence  of  the  white  man's  handiwork  visible,  far  or  near.    This  conclusion  is  borne  out  by 
the  testimony  of  many  who  came  into  the  vicinity  soon  after,  notwithstanding  the  doabt  that  is 
/         sought  to  he  attached  to  his  claim  of  precedence  in  effecting  the  aettiomcilt  of  La  Crosse. 

That  year  an  occasional  transient  pa.ssed  this  way  and  tarried  long  enough  to  recuperate, 
when  ho  continued  his  journey  West,  the  majority  of  these  being  bound  for  the  Black  Kiver 
country.  Jacob  Spanlding  went  up  there  in  1839,  and  removed  his  family  thither  two  year^i 
later.  In  1H42,  Andrew  Shepard,  William  K.  Lewi-;,  .Tolm  Lewis.  Col.  JoIuhoh.  and  a  .Mr. 
Valentine  passed  through  La  Crosse  en  route  to  that  section  of  the  country.  The  portion  about 
La  Orosse  was  the  central  point  and  rendezvous  of  the  Indians,  which  may,  doubtless,  have 
worked  some  delay  in  its  settlemetaftt  r  Myrick  it  Miller  (who.  meantime,  had  ficcome  partners  in 
trading  with  them  l  had  made  a  start.  They  gathered  about  the  store,  and  at  other  eligible  points 
in  the  vicinity  in  large  numbers  and  were  occasionally  disposed  to  be  pugnacious,  especially  if  the 
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least  affected  by  liquor  or  the  want  of  it.  Iland-tu-hand  contests  were  of  jfrequent  occurrence 
between  travelers  and  Indians,  as  also  among  themselves,  and,  notwithstanding  the  pauei^  of 
nambers,  the  Caucasian  was  capable  of  maintaining  his  supremacy  and  become  an  interested 
spectator  of  the  squabbles  which  the  red  men  improvised  in  their  own  homes,  when  aggravated 
bj  a  eontinned  penod  of  peace. 

THE  riROT  SURVBT. 

As  the  year  advanced  and  spring  wns  sucfcedo(l  hy  summer,  the  tide  of  immigration  began 
to  set  thitherward,  and  an  occasional  settler  was  left  .with  its  ebb.  Mjrick  &.  Miller  procured  a 
SDirej  of  the  town  site  by  Ira  Branson,  of  Prairie  dn  Ghien,  which  remained  unchanged  until 
1851,  when  it  was  re^unreved.  These  preparations  had  a  tendency  to  invite  visitations  from 
t^arnest,  enterprising  men,  who  were  on  the  qui  vhw  for  opportunities,  and  largely  oontributed  lo 
tlie  future  growth  and  development  of  the  city  and  county. 

Among  those  who  came  to  La  Crosse  during  1842,  was  one  Icnown  as  Dr.  Mills,  who  put 
up  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Pearl  streets,  where  the  Internatioiml  Hntcl  Ims  yince 
grown  into  prominence,  lie  remained  here  but  a  short  time,  however,  returning  to  Dubuque, 
whence  he  came,  before  the  aeaaon  dosed.  Another  who  came  in  was  one  who  sailed  under  the 
impressire  peendonym  of  "Scotch  Billy,"  the  why  or  wherefore  of  this  nom  de plume,  is  not  of 
record,  nor  are  the  events  in  this  vicinity  affecting  his  happiness  and  prosperity.  These,  with 
Mr.  Miller,  comprised  the  roster  of  luhubitunts  who  came  to  identify  themselves  permanently 
with  La  Crosse,  and  aid  in  the  building  of  the  city. 

Throughout  the  fall  nothing  occurred  boyond  the  routine  of  life  on  the  confines  of  civilisa* 
tion  to  startle  the  nation,  or  blast  or  elevate  the  hopes  of  those  immediately  interested;  i.  e.,  the 
timited  number  of  inhabitants  collected  at  La  Crosse.  The  winter  of  1842-48  was  one  of  the 
severest  ever  ezperioiced  in  this  latitude.  Its  ice  and  anew  rendered  tn  .  el  to  distant  points 
comparatively  easy.  an*',  its  chilling  blasts  left  the  impress  of  their  cheerless  presence  on  the 
memories  of  those  who  were  subjected  to  their  penetrating  influence.  The  season  was  pro- 
tracted &r  into  spring,  goods  being  transported  on  the  ice  from  Prairie  du  Chien  as  late  as 
April 

DEATH   OK  DE  CUKA.S  SON. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  freezing  period,  a  son  of  Blind  De  Cora  met  his  death  under 
t-ircumstanoes,  which  at  first  blush,  tended  to  implicate  innocence  in  the  crime  of  murder. 

This,  upon  exatnination,  however,  was  dissipated,  as  it  was  proven  tliat  di  ceascd  froze  to  death 
under  the  following  circumstances:  He  was  engaged  in  a  hunt  for  deer,  and  to  disencumber 
hioiself  and  frmlitate  pursuit,  threw  off  his  blanket  in  the  chase,  which  led  over  Root  River ; 
while  crossing  that  tributary,  the  ice  yielded  to  his  weight  and  he  plunged  into  tlie  chilling 
waters.  He  succeeded  in  extricating  himself  and  gained  frrni  ftrrvn,  when  it  is  supposed  he 
became  temporarily  insane,  and  died  before  help  could  reach  hiiu  and  preserve  his  life.  After 
his  body  was  found,  and  while  the  question  of  murder  was  being  mooted,  a  closer  examination 
of  the  surroundings  was  raa<lc,  wlicn  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  endeavored  to  make  his  way 
out  of  the  woods,  but  in  place  of  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  camp,  with  which  it  was 
believed  he  was  fiuniliar,  he  marched  around  in  a  circle  until  overcome  with  exhaustion  nnd  the 
:  >ld.  when  he  laid  down  and  yielded  up  the  ghost.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Myrick  & 
Miller's  store,  where  they  were  prepared  for  the  tomb,  and  cncaso'l  in  a  j)iiie  box  waiting  burial. 
\N  hile  thus  inclosed,  a  squabble  occurred  among  his  kindred  and  friends,  as  to  the  form  of  cere- 
mony appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The  dispute  ended  in  a  fight,  in  which  mourners,  attendants 
and  the  multitude  mingled  pell-racll,  during  which  the  ci>rpso  was  sacrilegiously  and  inhumunly 
caat  out  of  the  improvised  coffin,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  torn  to  pieces.  Finally,  after  the 
auger  this  intrusion  caused,  had  subsided,  peace  was  declared,  the  body  re-inclosed  anil  buried 
on  Front  street  between  State  and  Main.  A  paling  fence  was  built  about  the  grave,  and  a  cross 
«-recte«l  at  the  head,  wliich  remained  intact  until  1851,  when  the  relics  of  Winnebago  mortality 
were  removed  to  the  cemetery,  8ubsecj[ucntly  opened  on  the  present  site  of  Uirsbheimer's  shop. 
They  were  again  removed  some  years  ago,  but  where,  the  informant  is  silent. 

o 


Digitized  by  Google 


846  HISTORY  OF  LA  CROSSE  COUMTT. 

TBB  MORMON  INTA8I0N. 

Early  in  1848,  the  Mormons  ventured  into  this  portion  of  Wisconsin  under  the  charge  of 
George  Miller  and  Lyman  Wight,  who  styled  themselves  the  Trustees  of  the  Nauvoo  House 
Association  rad  Elders  of  the  onureh.  Thej  CMne  direct  firom  Naotroo,  and  located  at  Bliek 
River  Falls,  where  they  rented  the  mill  of  .1.  Spaiilding  &  Son  for  the  manufuclure  of  lumber  t 
be  used  in  the  erection  of  their  temple  at  Nauvoo.  Myrick  &  Miller  contracted  with  Miller  & 
Wight  to  furnish  them  supplies  during  the  winter  of  1843-44,  the  same  to  be  paid  for  in  lumber 
at  La  Crosse  in  March  of  the  latter  year.  They  ran  the  lumber  down,  and  liquidated  thtir 
obligations  ;  and,  in  July  succeeding,  transported  lumber  to  Nauvoo. 

In  September  of  the  same  ^ear,  some  twenty  or  thirty  families  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and 
camped  near  the  river,  on  what  is  now  Front  street,  until  they  could  look  around  for  a  place  to 
locate ;  and,  after  some  delay,  selected  the  ooolej  at  the  lower  end  of  the  prairie,  which  has  siow 
been  known  as  "  Mormon  Cooley." 

This  party  was  under  the  charge  of  Wight,  Bird  &  Co.,  Elders  of  the  church,  and  indulged 
•U  the  latitude  of  the  sect  publicly.  The  form  of  sealingS  or  marriage,  which  has  of  late  year> 
been  recognized  as  an  indispensable  precedent,  was  never  thought  of  hy  the  Wiglit  i  Bird 
l^hoots.  In  place  of  this,  a  revelation  that  a  brother  and  sister  should  be  sealed  "  withoat 
any  formal  ceremony  was  all  that  was  necessary,  and  the  only  agency  employed  to  attract  the 
sisters  and  brothers  into  practically  illustrating  the  true  theory  of  Mormon  theology.  These  and 
other  features  of  their  lives  in  La  Crosse  vicinity  had  the  effect  of  making  them  generally  dis* 
liked,  and  this  dislike  found  such  frequent  expression  th  it  they  finally  departed  hence. 

Myrick  k  Miller  hired  quite  a  number  of  the  men  to  chop  wood  on  the  island,  also  to  get  oat 
rails,  and  another  party  of  them  to  proceed  to  lilac  k  River  to  make  shingles.  During  th.e  latter 
pert  of  the  winter  of  1843-44,  or  during  the  early  spring  of  the  latter  year,  they  seized  flat-boat» 
on  the  slough  near  die  mouth  of  Mormon  Cooley.  Thus  being  prepared,  the  choppers  on  the  island 
and  shingle  shapers  on  Black  River,  rendezvoused  at  the  (Cooley,  put  their  household  goods  and 
effecta  on  the  flat-boats,  fired  their  houses  and  departed  in  the  niglit  for  Nauvoo.  Luclcily  thev 
were  discovered  before  they  were  out  of  reach,  and  after  some  trouble  the  claims  held  by  settlers, 
against  them  were  liquidated,  when  they  were  permitted  to  depart,  and  never  returned. 

Tlio  ('\p«^rirnoiit  of  Joseph  and  Ilyram  Smith  was  sou^rht  to  be  established  throughout  the 
West  during  those  early  days,  particularly  in  Illinois  and  portions  of  Wisconsin.  These  efforts, 
however,  were  unattended  with  results  anticipated,  and  meeting  with  a  very  pronounced  oppo* 
aition  from  legitimate  settlers,  ceased  to  be  more  than  the  incident  of  a  season.  Some  prose- 
lyting  was  attemptod  with  indifferent  success.  A  very  few  converts  were  "  lod  astray"  as  i? 
known,  and  a  still  more  limited  number  accompanied  the  successors  of  the  Smiths  to  Utah  ;  but 
the  people  in  the  West,  at  this  time,  were  hanlly  prepared  to  embrace  a  creed  the  oomer-stooe 
of  which  was  laid  in  superstition  and  immorality. 

ADTANOING  OIVILISATIOIT. 

The  influx  of  population  this  year  was  hr  from  numerous,  and  the  number  of  improve- 
ments in  due  proportion.  Among  those  who  came  during  the  year  were  M;ij.  E.  .\.  C.  Hatch, 
who  arrived  here  in  December,  but  whose  advent  was  anticipated  some  months  bv  Dr.  Snow, 
who  will  be  better  remembered  under  the  name  he  was  more  iamiliariy  known  by,  Dutch 
Doc."  Philip  Jacob,  James  Ismon  and  Asa  White.  This  was  the  sum-total  of  additions  to  the 
population  in  1842.  By  no  means  a  forerunner,  so  far  as  numbers  would  influence  a  mathe- 
matical deduction  of  those  who  would  gather  on  the  shores  of  the  beautiful  river,  the  father 
of  waters,  in  after  years,  and  gradually  bniM  up  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  flourishing 
cities  which  line  its  banks  from  Itaska  to  the  Belize.  The  improvements  made  this  year  con- 
sisted of  a  barn,  warehouse  and  blacksmith-shop,  put  up  by  H.  J.  B.  (Scoots)  Miller,  and 
loeated,  the  blaeksmith^ehop  at  the  comer  of  FVont  ana  State  streets,  the  warehouse  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Bdlarue  Uonse,  and  the  bam  where  the  Cameron  House  now  is. '  The  Dotdi 
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Doc"  and  Philip  Jacobt^  erected  a  Inuse  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Vernon  streets,  while  A.'sa 
White  did  likewise  on  Front  street  near  Vernon.  Such  were  the  beginnings  made  in  the  dayn 
vbe&  ambition  to  improve  was  only  limited  by  capacity  ;  and  when  the  building  of  a  house  uf 
the  most  circumscribed  dimensions  and  convenimces  wu  an  event  of  the  greatest  importance 
and  universal  rejoicings.  Tlicy  long  since  beeame  wrecks,  nni\  upon  their  ruins  structures  have 
been  erected,  the  architectural  proportions  and  elaborate  furnishings  of  which  have  attracted 
•dmintion  end  a  spirit  of  emnlatlon  at  home,  as  well  as  of  generous  rivalriee  abroad.  There 
is  indeed  no  feature  of  excellence  about  La  Crosse  more  commendable  than  its  hiiiMings  and 
improvements,  their  stvie  and  decorations  indicating  a  very  pronounced  enterprise,  and  giving 
evidence  of  taste  and  appreciation  for  the  beautiful  as  patent  as  it  is  exceptional. 

MA.T.  HATCH*?  EXPLOIT.". 

The  events  of  this  year  would  be  radically  incomplete,  and  an  injustice  done  to  the 
history  of  those  early  times,  if  mention  is  not  made  of  the  services  and  exploits  of  Maj. 
Hatch,  a  gallant  gentleman,  and  a  conspieuoua  actor  in  the  first  settlement  of  La  Crosse,  who  Is 

mentioned  among  the  arrivals  of  this  year. 

He  left  Westport,  N.  Y.,  in  the  summer  of  1848,  and  made  his  way  to  Prairie  du  Chien  in 
March  of  fortune  and  adventure,  and  peculiarly  gifted  by  nature  and  edneation  to  wrestle 
with  one  and  encounter  the  other.  But  his  halting-place  failed  to  furnish  tlie  (|Uota  of  either 
besought;  and,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  he  continued  his  journev  to  IVairie  La  Crosse. 
Here  he  was  pleased  with  the  condition  of  affhirs.  and  the  promise  held  out  to  all  who  came 
Ifftparcd  for  any  fate  which  the  future  reservc  l  f-  r  t!  rir  ;h  ceptonce.  lie  at  once  entered  the 
ffrvice  of  Mvritk  rf:  Miller,  as  clerk  and  trader,  and  ran  the  gamut  of  that  np[ironf icesliip  until 
July,  1814,  when  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  trust  at  Holmes'  Landing,  now  Fountain  City. 
Ile'remained  here  until  the  summer  of  1845,  when  he  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and  was,  on  Feo- 
niary  28,  1846,  appointed  Postmaster,  which  position  he  resigned  a  year  later,  in  favor  of 
"Scoots"  Miller. 

While  the  subject  hereof  was  engaged  on  a  trading«trip  from  Holmes'  Landing  to  the  Sioux 
camp,  he  placed  liis  goods  into  one  of  their  tents,  and  demanded  payment  of  what  they  owed. 
The  Indians  refused,  whereupon  llatcli  dclihcratt  ]y  j  ]af  cd  a  keg  of  powder  on  the  fire  burning 
in  the  center  of  the  tent.  The  savages  observing  Ins  motions  abruptly  withdrew,  after  which 
Ilsieh  kicked  the  keg  from  its  dangerous  proximity  to  the  coals,  and  enjoyed  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the  camp,  with  all  its  prerogatives  and  appurtenances  for  upward  of  an  hour.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  period,  an  Indian  skirmisher  appeared  upon  tho  scene,  and,  gazing  cau- 
tioasly  into  the  tent,  was  amused  and  surprised  at  beholding  Hatch  engaged  in  the  pleasant  and 
iMptrtng  amusement  of  smoking  his  pipe.  The  communication  of  tlu  intelligence  worked  a 
return  of  the  band  to  camp,  who,  upon  arriving,  were  nnnoved  at  the  siglit  \shicli  mot  their  gaze. 
They  expected  that  the  courageous  trader  had  been  blown  to  pieces,  and  to  witness  him  alive 
vasasight  tothem  as  incomprehensible  as  it  wos  aggravating.  Hatch  again  demanded  payment,  and 
tlic  Indians  obtained  their  furs  and  complied  with  their  obligations,  confident  that  their  failure 
to  do  so  would  involve  them  in  a  general  ruin  or  an  unexpected  voyage  to  the  hunting  grounds 
then  frequented  by  their  ancestors  without  an  unnecessary  delay  or  benefit  of  clergy.  This 

rfgariU<l  by  them  as  an  original  way  in  which  to  compel  the  payment  of  debts,  hut  it  made 
the  Major  popular  ever  after  among  the  Sioux,  and  gave  him  almost  boundless  influence  with 
them. 

In  the  ftll  of  1846,  the  Major  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  post  at  the  foot  of  Coon  Slough, 
and  traded  there  until  the  following  spring,  when  he  returned  to  La  Crosse.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  an  incident  occurred  which  established  his  nerve  and  courage,  and  gave  him  an  almost 
universal  reputation  among  the  class  of  citizens  who  esteem  bravery  as  an  evidence  of  genius. 
He  was  standing  near  the  river,  when  an  Indian  with  club  in  hand  stealthily  approached  firom 
behind  and  raised  his  weapon  in  a  frightfully  threatening  manner.  As  he  was  about  to  strike, 
L.  U.  Bunnell,  who  was  standing  near,  warned  Maj.  Hatch  of  the  danger  which  was  impending. 
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Thus  admonished,  the  prospective  victim  saw  the  danger  in  time  to  avoid  the  murderous  blow 
aimed  at  his  head,  and  seizing  a  club  Dear  by,  dealt  the  cowardly  savage  a  terrible  punishmt^nt 
inflioting  dangerooB  wounds  and  rendering  him  insensible  for  some  honrs.   He  was  with  a  i  ir: 
of  Indians,  who  assisted  at  his  restoration  to  consciousness,  and  placing  his  inanimate  body  ini 
canoe,  conveyed  the  same  to  their  camp  on  Black  River  Lake,  where  Onalaska  is  now  situated. 
During  the  same  day,  some  you^ng  bucks  belonging  to  the  tribe  visited  La  Crosse,  and  bunting 
u[)  Hatch  told  him  Uiat  the  Indian  would  die— tnat  he  was  very  popular  and  had  many  frieodi. 
Tliese  latter  were  much  incense. 1  at  tlu>  treatment  their  companion  had  received,  and  proposed 
to  take  vengeance  for  his  injuries  upon  the  one  who  had  been  so  active  in  their  indiction,coDcludiDg 
by  advising  him  to  leaTO  the  oonntry  if  he  would  save  his  life.   Hateh  not  only  refused  to  Isave 
but  defied  their  efforts,  ud  told  them  to  say  that  he  intended  to  kill  him  ;  further,  that  if  th« 
life  of  the  Indian  was  spared  and  he  attacked  him  attain,  he  would  make  sure  work  of  the  assail- 
ant.   After  a  few  weeks'  confinement  the  Indian  recovered,  and,  coming  t<'  La  Crosse  for  that  • 
express  purpose,  made  his  peace  with  Hateh,  and  afterward  became  one  of  his  stanebeit 
friends.    This  incident  made  Ilatcli  a  brave  arnnni:  tlit-Winnebagoes. 

In  the  sprinff  and  summer  of  1848,  the  Indians  were  removed  from  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  to 
Lon^  Prairie,  in  Minnesota,  and  Maj.  Hatch  rendered  valuable  assistanoe  to  the  GoTemment, 
in  aiding  the  departure  of  those  who  were  hostile  and  opposed  to  removal.  Hatch  and  Asa 
White  afterward  became  partners,  and  « stabli.«lied  a  tradinjr  post  at  Little  Rock,  above  Sauk 
Rapids,  and  continued  business  about  u  year,  when  they  dissolved,  when,  after  other  venturer, 
he  settled  in  St.  Paul. 

In  the  spring  of  lH.">;"j.  tlio  Interior  Department  wishing  to  engiige  the  services  of  a  brave 
and  fearless  agent  to  take  charge  of  Fort  Beaton  (for  the  Blackfect  there  were  very  troublesome/, 
on  the  reeommmidatlon  of  the  Hon.  H.  M.  Bice,  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Sfinneeotn,  who  gave 
Mmj,  Hatch  the  highest  character  for  courage  and  ability,  appointed  the  latter  and  transmitted  a 
commission  as  Indian  Agent,  without  liis  previous  knowledge.  He  accepted  the  honor,  and  going 
Iruui  St.  I^iul  to  St.  Louis,  departed  from  that  point  to  the  Yellowstone,  which  he  ascended  on  a 
keelboat  laden  with  goods  and  supplies  for  the  agency  and  American  Far  Company.  The  motive 
power  employed  up  that  treacherous  stream  was  ''poling"  and  "dragging"  the  unwieldy  craft, 
and  it  was  not  until  sixty  davs  from  the  day  of  departure  that  the  hospitable  walb  of  Fort  Ben- 
ton gUiddened  the  gaze  of  the  weary  travelers.  The  Major  on  this  trip  kept  a  record  of  the 
soundings  taken  on  the  river,  and  was  the  first  flMD  to  demonstrate  the  navigability  of  the  Mis- 
souri River  abi)\ f  tiio  Yellowstone.  The  following  spring,  the  Government,  gui<led  by  the  repon 
of  the^e  soundings,  dispatctied  a  steamer  direct  to  Fort  Benton  over  the  route  luid  down  by  Maj. 
Hatch — the  first  steamer  to  cleave  the  waters  of  the  Tellowstone  in  the  history  of  navigation. 

At  this  far-ofT,  inaccessible  post,  on  the  very  frontier  of  savage  lawlessness,  Maj.  Hatch  re- 
mained two  years.  During  that  period  he  was  called  upon  to  take  part  in  undertakings  of  great 
moment  and  enterprises  of  critical  surroundings.  In  the  execution  of  these  trusts  he  eon- 
mended  his  actions  to  the  Government,  and  preserved  that  cordial  relation  between  Indian  and 
Agent,  the  absence  of  which  during  late  years  has  been  so  terribly  illustrated  on  the  Little  R»>se- 
bud,  in  the  Lava  Beds  uud  at  other  points  in  the  Great  West,  with  which  the  universal  human  familv 
•re  familiar.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  term  of  service,  Maj.  Hateh  returned  to  St.  f^ul,  and  u 
now  a  citizen  of  that  municipality,  rcspcrte  1  and  esteemed  among  a  large  circle  of  friends  for 
those  sterling  Qualities  of  bea<l  and  heart  which  made  him  so  prominent  a  character  in  Uie  early 
settlement  of  tne  imperial  Northwest.   Of  such  blood,  indeed,  are  heroes  fet. 

MYRirK'V  FIRST  Iior.sp:. 

At  this  point  it  should  be  observed  that  during  the  summer  of  this  ^ear  (1843),  Myrick 
utilised  a  quantity  of  hewn  lumber  obtained  on  Black  iUver  to  the  iMulding  of  m  comfortable 
dwelling,  20x30,  finished  on  the  inside  with  lath  and  plaster,  and  sheltered  by  a  roof  of  shiogjles. 
This,  with  an  addition  12x1H.  was  the  first  residence  making  any  pretMisions  to  ooufort,  not  ^ 

say  rude  elegance,  erected  in  future  La  Crosse. 
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THB  PIONBKB'S  MARUAQB. 

In  June,  Mr.  Myrick  left  his  wdopted  home  and  retarned  to  the  home  of  his  nativity  (West- 
port,  X.  Y-  K  and  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  E.  Ismon,  of  that  section,  with  whom  he  came  back 
to  La  Crosse  in  September,  accompanied  by  Miss  Louisa  Pierson.  This  was  the  first  marriage 
wiMrein  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  was  intimaljjBly  uaodated,  nod  Mrs.  Myrick,  with  Miss  Pierson. 
verc  the  first  ladies  to  visit  this  section  of  the  country  with  %  view  to  remaining  either  temporarily 
or  permanently.  Society  in  the  days  whei  eof  mention  it  here  made  is  not  represented  as  being 
«itur  numeroas  or  critically  select.  There  wore  no  females  in  the  eonntty  save  squaws,  and  in 
spite  of  the  poetic  license  which  has  colored  the  ohsracter  of  the  sex,  they  were,  if  the  statements 
made  are  founded  on  fact,  the  reverse  of  fascinating  or  attractive.  Indeed,  in  some  instances, 
if  cleanliness  is  next  to  eodliness,  they  were  the  furthercst  removed  from  i^ucli  u  consummation. 
.Vim  PiersoDf  it  is  said,  Ranged  her  coign  of  vantage  as  a  looker-on  in  the  west  to  Illinois,  where 
she  was  married  to  "Scoots"  Miller  within  a  year,  hut  Mrs.  Myrick  remained  and  as  the  wife 
of  the  first  white  settler  in  La  Crosse,  became  part  of  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

AboQt  this  time,  three  small  steamers  made  pilgrimages  at  very  long  intervals  between 
'•alena  and  Fort  Snelling,  landing  at  Prairie  dn  Ohien,  Bad  Ax.  Winnesheik,  Coons'  Slough,. 
La  Crosse,  etc.,  and  were  sources  of  convenient  wonder  and  wonderful  convenience  to  the  traders, 
Indians  and  all  who  witnessed  their  maneuvers  wliile  making  or  returning  from  port.  Their 
aames  were  Argo,  Otter  and  Little  Beaver,  to  which  was  added  the  Lynx  in  1846,  when  the- 
'nmher  of  annual  trips  was  increased,  and  the  wonder  and  convenience  fjreatly  augmented, 
invel  then  was  not  what  it  has  since  grown  to  be  with  its  palace  cars  and  luxuriously  furnished 
Hmmen.  A  trip  hence  to  the  East  or  from  outer  sections  of  the  country  hither  was  not  one- 
of  pleasure  and  only  undertaken  when  every  expedient  designed  to  avoid  it  had  tailed. 

LATEU   LAND  CLAl-M-S. 

During  this  period,  Maj.  Coons  and  a  Mr.  Scott  visited  La  Crosse  and  made  a  claim  which- 
was  ab.sorbed  by  Peter  Cameron,  who  had  come  in  during  the  alis*'noe  of  these  gentlemen,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  s'liiio  year,  as  has  already  hcon  noted,  Asa  White  came  up  from  below  and 
engaged  in  the  service  of  Cameron  during  the  winter,  making  a  claim  adjoining  Cameron's, 
which  has  since  been  included  in  the  additions  of  Levy  and  Stoddard.  Dr.  Bunnell  came  this 
year  also,  it  is  believed. 

The  first  two  years  of  life  and  adventures  in  La  Crosse  are  hardly  e.xubenint  with  heroic 
liistory,  hair  breadth  escapes  and  other  features  incident  to  developing  the  hidden  resources  of 
a  frontier  settlement.  The  population  was  far  more  numerous,  and  the  limited  number  present 
leemed  to  be  inspired  with  ft  clings  of  mutujil  regard.  There  were  few  difficulties  among  them, 
if  any,  and  less  to  exaggerate  these  difficulties  into  blood  sheddine.  Among  the  Indians,  how- 
ever, a  reign  of  terror  was  the  role,  spreading  its  black  wings  and  hovering  above  the  peacefok 
surroundings.  They  are  said  to  have  been  constantly  quarreling,  often  fighting,  and  occasion- 
ally invoking  the  aid  of  the  tomahawk  in  their  work  of  discord.  Braves  were  killed  by  jealous 
husbands,  and  married  squaws,  who  were  charge  !  with  inconstancy,  were  exhibited  with  the  tip 
oCthe  nose  bitten  off,  a  murk  of  disgrace  understood  by  all  the  tribes,  and  entailing  the  further 
panishment  of  ostracism.  The  settlers  are  saiil  to  have  had  fr(  (|Uent  disputes  with  the  Iinliniis, 
who  insisted  upon  their  claim  to  the  country  beitiK  recognized.  But  the  parties  assailed  would 
apparently,  and,  in  fact,  become  terribly  angry,  and  seizing  an  ax-helve  or  other  weapon,  frighten 
the  complainants  into  silence. 

Supplies  were  obtained  from  Galena  and  Prairie  du  Chien.  and  steamboat  arrivals  were 
events  of  such  importance  that  white  and  red  men  hurried  to  the  landing,  which  then  was  con- 
foed  to  what  is  now  the  foot  of  Peari  street,  to  welcome  their  arrival.  There  was  no  grist-mill 
nearer  than  Galena,  nor  was  there  one  adapted  to  the  convenienco  of  La  Crosse  settlers  until 
the  following  year,  when  £.  W.  Pelton  "supplied  a  want  long  felt,"  and  erected  a  dour-mill  at 
IVairie  da  C»ten.   Of  saw-milb,  thcnre  wwe  a  number  on  Black  River,  including  that  of  Jacob 
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Spalding,  the  Duugluas  mill,  that  of  James  O'Neill,  Nichols  mill,  and  the  one  operated  bj  Shep- 
pftitl  ft  Valentine.  Of  stores,  the  Indian  trading  post  of  Myriek  ft  Miller  represented  the  eom* 
mennal  interests  of  the  section.  There  were  no  amusements,  no  sources  of  entertainment,  and 
schools  and  churches  were  agencies  for  the  amelioration  of  "  dull  days  "  as  yet  unborn. 

In  short,  as  has  been  aptly  observed  by  one  speaking  of  this  period  in  the  history  of  L& 
Crosse,  this  vicinity  was  actually  the  jumpingK>ff  point  of  civilization.  There  were  no  ap> 
preaches  tlirou^jh  the  country,  and  such  a  thing  aa  n  railroad  only  sought  refuge  in  the  rao^t 
iurid  imaeininga  of  the  most  visionary  citizen.  The  few  white  settlers  here  possessed  no  neigh- 
hors  in  wnnesota  or  at  points  more  contigoons  and  accessible,  and  the  preeent  flourishing  eitias 
of  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  were  then  never  thouglrt  of.  The  Sioux  and  Winnebagoes  wtn* 
dered  at  will  throufih  this  portion  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  with  their  encampments  at  Winona, 
Red  Wing  and  in  the  valloys  adjacent  to  La  Crosse.  As  has  been  ob;ierved,  the?  were  a  source 
of  trouble  to  the  settlers,  between  whom  and  the  wolves  and  the  eatamonnts  Vm  here  was  not 
rendered  congenial  if  exciting. 

But  the  wavering  hours  of  these  unsettled  days  have  crept  away  into  the  past,  the  clatter 
and  clash  of  discord  have  long  since  ceased.  The  angel  of  peace  years  ago  entered  nnseen  into 
the  midst  of  their  contentious  experience,  un  l,  spreading  her  white  wings  over  the  blasts, 
quenched  dark  thoughts  with  her  visions  of  light,  and  brought  hope  to  hearts  that  were  sad  and 
oppre^^sed. 

The  year  drew  to  its  close,  and  the  happy  realm  of  to-day,  to  whom  indulgent  heaven  has 
givoii  tier  richest  bounties,  began  to  nerve  itself  for  the  content,  and  to  gaze  into  the  future  with 
the  consciousness  that  it  held  fortune  out  for  its  acceptance.  The  old  year  floated  away  into 
the  past,  and  1844  dawned  gracefully,  cheerfully  upon  the  homes  that  were  scattered  like  sea- 
tinels  upon  the  frontier  posts  of  this  little  army  of  civilization  that  bivoaaeked  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mis<»isRippi  at  the  horizon  of  trade  in  the  Northwest. 

With  tlic  opening  of  spring  communication,  temporarily  suspended  during  the  winter  sol- 
stice, trade  was  resumed  with  the  outside  world,  and  a  degree  of  prosperity  proportioned  to  this 
accomplishment  enjoye  l.  But  it  was  not  of  the  character  which  subsequently  obtained  so  liber- 
ally in  La  Crosse.  The  flow  of  immigration  to  that  point  bad  not  yet  begun,  indeed  its  consider- 
ation may  be  eaftlj  assumed  was  yet  in  the  fbtnra.  Indians,  and  the  limitod  number  of  traders, 
with  the  still  more  limited  number  of  those  who  had  ventured  into  the  country  to  canvass  the 
prospects,  occupied  the  lan<ls.  and  ilealt  more  generously  with  hope  than  the  actunlities  of  the 
times.  As  the  cold  retired  before  the  genial  warmth  of  the  opening  season  of  the  year,  trade 
began  to  grow  brisk  at  the  posts  "  along  the  Misrissippi,  and  was  not  entirdj  confined  to 
localities  distant  from  La  (Vosse.  Here  the  traders  carried  on  their  business  with  a  considerabi" 
degree  of  profit.  Myrick  &  Miller,  in  addition  to  |heir  commercial  ventures,  sowed  ten  acres 
to  wheat  near  thmr  store,  and  cultivated  it  with  sneh  industry  and  assiduity  as  to  reap  a  libml 
return  for  the  investment  of  raw  matorial  and  labor.  This  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  first 
attempt  at  farming  ever  undertaken  in  the  county.  Since  then  the  precedent  establis!ie>l  h.'iS 
been  followed  continuously  and  successfully  throughout  the  county.  Toil  has  been  rewarded 
with  plenteous  harvests,  and  the  fbondations  laid  in  this  early  day  have  sinee  supported  a  super' 
stmeture  of  agricultural  excellence  unsurpassed  by  that  of  any  other .eonnlj  in  the  Stole. 

PIONEER  HABDSBIP8. 

But  this  exoellenee  has  been  atteined  after  years  of  trial  and  trouble,* only  thoee  who 

were  thereto  subjected  being  even  nirasiiralily  ahlo  to  define.  The  lack  of  the  comforts  of  life, 
the  distance  from  bases  of  supplies,  and  mill?  and  other  hardships  encountered  were  but  few  of 
the  trials  suggested.  Among  others  that  were  calculated  to  annoy  and  distress  these  pioneers 
was  the  prevalence  of  wild  beasts  of  prey,  which  up  to  comparatively  lata  years  have  been 
aecnStome<l  to  appear  at  the  most  inconvenient  times  and  places.  Upon  one  occasion  since  the 
dawn  of  the  decade  inaugurated  with  1850,  ilarvey  £.  Hubbard,  afterward  Postmaster,  and 
at  present  a  Justice  of  the  Pesos,  met  with  a  narrow  escape  from  wolves.   In  those  early  days. 
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it »  said,  he  vas  a  man  of  irresistible  addrcfls  and  appearance,  and  the  leader  of  social  features 
in  the  village.  About  this  time,  a  fiunilj  named  Gear  became  residents  of  the  yillage,  and  occu- 
]ritd  a  hooM  on  present  Seventh  street,  dien  on  the  prairie.  This  fumil y  included  a  young  ladj 
apon  its  roster  of  members,  and  upon  her  Mr.  Hubbard  did  himself  the  pleasure  of  calling.  Her 
accomplishmenta  and  genial  boapitality  so  fascinated  the  caller  that  he  prolonged  his  stay  lar 
isle  tM  nwht,  and  it  was  not  until  qatte  Ute  that  be  bade  the  young  lady  adieu,  and  began  hte 
return  to  La  Crowe,  at  the  time  of  which  mention  ia  now  made,  a  thriving  village.  It  waa  a 
looely  walk  at  best,  but  particularly  so  at  this  special  time;  and  striking  the  Indian  trail,  he 
Ininried  along  briekly  in  the  direction  of  his  boarding-house.  While  thus  proceeding,  he  was 
itartled  by  the  howling  of  a  pack  of  wolves  in  close  proximity,  and  saw,  as  he  looked  back  ia 
the  direction  whence  he  came,  the  white  teeth,  flaming  eyes  and  dim  outlines  of  two  huge  wolves 

00  bis  track.    In  an  instant  he  wheeled,  continues  the  chronicle,  and  swinging  his  hat  in  mid- 
sir  radied  toward  them  yelling  at  tiie  t«vp  of  his  Toioe.    The  animals,  for  the  moment  terriSed 
u  it  were,  fled  precipitately  into  the  tall  grass,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  reached  home  in  safety,  felioi* 
tatiog  himself  upon  a  fleetness  of  foot  that  enabled  him  to  outstep  the  speed  of  these  terrors  of 
early  days. 

An  ineident  similarly  exciting  h  related  of  8.  T.  Smith,  a  pioneer  of  1851.  During  that 
Tear,  he  was  building  a  store  on  Front  street,  and  while  that  was  in  progress  it  is  related 
he  was  wont  to  visit  the  bluffs  on  prospecting  tours.  One  day,  while  enjoying  the  beauty  of 
theTslleyt  east  of  the  blnlb,  which  he  was  then  engaged  in  exploring  en  route  to  State  Road 
Cooley.  his  horse  suddenly  shifted  to  one  side,  and  his  surprise  increased  as  he  heard  the  sounds 
of  twigs  and  brush  cracking  at  the  side  of  the  road.  Mr.  Smith  was  curious  to  ascertain  the 
CMse  of  this  strange  behavior  of  iiia  Ijorse,  and  halted  to  ascertain  the  same.  As  he  stood  up 
in  bis  stirrups  to  peer  into  the  forest,  a  large  black  bear  rose  up  out  of  the  brush  and  grass  not 
f^rty  feet  distant  from  where  Mr.  Smith  had  stopped,  and  growled  fortli  notes  of  ilefiance. 
Bruin  had  been  disturbed  while  taking  hi.s  noon-day  meal,  and  contemplated  bis  visitor  with  a 
ksmtj  bom  of  anger  and  u^niil  antipathy.  The  latter  thought  it  would  be  both  discreet  and 
coadncive  to  his  safety  to  fersgo  any  inclinaUon  to  debate  the  question  raised  he  may  have 
indalgcd :  and,  plun^^ing  his  spurs  into  the  horse  with  vigor  and  intention,  rushed  out  of  the 
villejr  and  headed  for  the  village,  at  a  gait  that  would  have  rivaled  that  of  Tarn  O'Shanter 
vhen  pursued  by  the  witches.  Arriving  on  BVoat  street,  he  excitedly  related  his  adventure  to 
the  interested  citizens  ;  but  never  sought  a  repetition  of  the  experience  he  was  there  committed  to. 

Returning  to  th^A^ear  1844,  it  may  be  stated  that  while  it  re<^uired  industry  and  activity 
to  keep  the  wolf  from  Uie  door,  in  a  Hgurative  sense,  its  absence  in  a  practical  sense  was  not 
altogether  due  to  any  disposition  of  the  beast"  to  be  missed  firom  the  haunts  of  men.  Far 
fron  it.  especially  if  they  were  hungry.  In  certain  seasons,  their  wild,  plaintive  yelp  or  bark 
wold  be  heard  in  all  directions  during  the  night,  creating  intense  excitement  among  the  dogs, 
•sd  apprehension  among  the  settlers. 

Smaller  animals,  such  as  panthers,  lynxes,  catamounts,  etc.,  were  also  sufficiently  nnmer- 

001  to  occasionally  be  troublesome,  in  short,  the  struggles  of  pioneers,  here  as  everywhere, 
ware  famunorable ;  the  struggle  was  never  for  ease  or  luxury ;  it  was  a  constant  one  ror  inde- 
pendsnoe,  often  for  tlie  means  of  sastumnff  life  itself. 

THE  FiK6T  MURDER. 

The  first  murder  in  present  La  Orosse  County,  of  which  any  reliable  date  appears,  occum»d 
<ioring  this  year,  the  victim  being  Robert  D.  Lester,  Sheriff  of  Crawford  County.  It  seems 
tliat  Mr.  Lester  had  official  business  to  dispose  of  on  the  Chippewa  River  in  the  month  of  May. 
He  bad  proceeded  thither,  and  having  concluded  the  object  of  his  visit,  set  out  upon  the  return 
trip.  This  was  begun  under  auspices  that  imported  a  safe  voyage  homeward,  and  nothing 
occurred  to  disturb  such  conclusions  until  the  21st  of  May.  On  that  day,  he  reached  a  point  on 
tile  Mississippi  River  about  six  milea  below  Reed's  Linding,  and  twenty  milea  from  La  Crosse, 
■ssr  the  Minnesota  shore*  where  he  met  an  Indiaii  in  a  canoe  joumeying  in  an  opposite  direo- 
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tion.  After  a  brief  colloquy,  the  Indian  (lemande<l  that  a  lunch,  which  Mr.  Lester  had  pre 
pured  for  himself,  and  was  stored  in  the  boat,  should  be  given  up  to  him..  As  this  was  all  he 
bad,  Mr.  Leater  very  natnrally  declined  to  be  made  to  pay  tribute  to  tbe  Bavage's  appetite,  and 
refbaed.  The  latter  thereupon  became  angered,  and  landing  from  his  canoe,  following  down  the 
bank  the  course  of  Mr.  Lester,  and  kcepinj;  abrea.st  of  that  ^^cntleinan  as  he  continued  his  voyage. 
While  thus  engaged,  unmindful  of  danger,  Mr.  Lester  was  shut  by  the  Indian  and  fell  into  the  river. 
The  report  of  this  murderous  ahot,  before  ita  echo  was  lost  in  the  distance,  was  heard  by  Fraa* 
cis  La  Batt  or  La  Bathe,  who  was  ascending  the  river  in  a  canoe,  foUowe'i  by  his  noticing  the 
inanimate  remains  of  tbe  assassin's  victim  floating  in  the  water,  whence  it  was  recovered  some 
traeha  anbaeqaentty.  Infonnation  of  the  tn^edy  was  at  once  communicated  to  Col.  Davenport, 
in  command  at  Fort  Crawford  (Prairie  da  Chien),  who  aent  a  company  of  soldiers  up  the  river 
to  search  for  the  murderer.  After  exhaustin";  evcrv  recourse  without  results,  and  being  unable 
to  secure  tlie  object  of  their  visit,  the  soldiers  seized  one  of  the  chiefs,  and,  bearing  their  priie 
off  in  trinmph,  conveyed  him  to  Prairie  da  Chien,  where  he  was  imprisoned  as  a  hostage  for  the 
delivery  to  tho  authorities  of  the  guilty  party.  Various  expedients  were  employed  to  obtain  his 
release,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  reversion  of  the  ponulty  to  the  accused..  But 
the^e  measures  but  determined  the  authorities  in  their  action,  and  tlieir  decision  was  both  final 
and  unappealable.  Finally,  the  tribe  to  which  both  criminal  and  prisoner  belonged  reloa-^ed 
the  latter  by  a  surrender  of  the  former,  who  was,  presumably,  dealt  with  according  to  the  lav 
in  aoch  case  made  and  provided. 

Qnite  a  namber  of  dtisens  wmt  up  the  river  to  search  for  the  body,  bnt  their  efforts  were 
TMtt,  and  they  returned  to  Prairie  da  Chien  in  default  of  having  accomplished  their  sorrowful 
mission.  Just  before  fhi.s  tragedy  it  is  said  the  stetimer  "  Lyn.x  "  liad  been  partially  wrecked 
near  Wabashaw  Prairie,  and  the  crew,  upon  being  discharged,  made  their  way  down  the  river  by 
Other  conveyance.  While  «a  mnf^«,  their  attention  was  attracted  to  drifl^wood  in  one  of  tlM 
eddies  of  the  river,  from  which  a  peculiarly  offensive  odor  floated,  and,  upon  examining  the 
cause,  unexpectedly  recovered  the  disfigured  and  bloated  body  of  the  murdere<l  Lester.  It  was 
taken  to  LaCroaae  where  il  was  temporarily  interred,  and  the  news  sent  to  decedent's  friends  in 
Prairie  du  Chien.  Upon  its  reception,  Mr.  Lockhart,  of  that  city,  official  aacoessor  to  deceased, 
visited  La  Crosse,  and  having  rechumed  the  body,  caused  it  to  be  transported  to  Prairie  do 
Chien,  where  it  was  buried. 

This  was  the  oomniencenient  of  "criminal  annals"  in  La  Crosse  County,  and  the  sum* 
nwty  dealing  with  criminals  which  has  since  obtained  dates  from  this  p^^pedent. 

NKW  ARRIVALS. 

Early  this  year,  Dr.  Snow,  who  had  previously  resided  at  Prairie  du  Chien  for  a  season. 

ramoved  to  La  Crosse,  and  became  an  Indian  trader.  He  prospered  in  his  business,  reaping 
rich  rewards  during  his  adventurous  career,  and  also  heinir  the  means  of  attracting  to  tbe  prea* 
sent  city  some  among  those  who  proved  among  her  luo^^t  valued  residents. 

Jacob  Spaulding  came  also  in  1844.  He  was  a  pioneer  lumberman  on  Black  River, 
reputed  as  being  the  fir.'^t  tn  cut  timber  in  that  vicinity.  lie  came  through  La  Crosse  as  early 
as  1836,  en  route  to  that  locality,  where  he  cut  and  floated  down  tbe  river  tbe  logs  with  which 
Ae  stockade  at  Prairie  da  Chien  was  built.  Upon  coming  into  the  8ettl«nent,  he  procured  the 
house  built  by  Mills,  the  Dubuque  settler,  or  erected  a  shanty  on  Pearl  street,  and  ^vided  its 
occupation  with  Snow,  then  engaged  in  the  Iniiian  trade.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  he 
made  this  point  a  residence,  nor  is  it  at  all  probable,  as  the  nature  of  his  occupation  would  for- 
bid his  doing  so.  But  he  waa  here  off  and  on  at  brief  intervals,  and  generall?  recognised  as  a 
eitisen  of  these  parta. 

Dr.  B.  Bunnell  came  in  this  year,  and  found  temporary  accommodations  in  the  Mills  House, 
the  capacity  of  which  it  would  seem  depended  only  upon  the  demands  made  in  that  behalf.  Dr. 
Bunnell  was  the  first  physician  to  settle  in  La  Crosse,  states  Mr.  Myrick.  He  came  here  from 
Detroit,  accompanied  by  a  wife  and  child,  also  a  widowed  daughter,  named  Van  Rensselaer,  who 
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stated  to  Myrick  at  the  time  that  he  wouhl  live  to  see  a  railroad  from  the  lakes  to  the  Migsis- 
sippi  River.  Aboat  that  time,  Mr.  Mjrrick,  while  bj  no  means  very  sanguine,  was  confident 
that  this  prediction  would  be  realised  in  the  near  fatare ;  yet  ita  oominj^  in  1868  must  have 
anticipated  the  date  fixed  for  its  arrival  by  scvorul  years.  To-day  railroails  connect  tlie  Gateway 
CitT  with  everr  point  in  the  country,  and  to  such  men  as  those  who  came  in  about  this  time  and 
woddfld  themsMves  to  the  vork  of  building  up  La  Orosse  Goonty,  are  these  improvements  in  rail- 
road communications  due. 

It  should  be  stated  that  Dr.  Runnell  sold  his  claim,  which  covered  that  portion  of  the  city 
comprehended  between  Mount  Vornou  and  Diviaiou  streets,  to  Peter  Cameron,  in  1847,  and 
letomed  to  New  Tork,  bvt  his  son  and  daughter  remained,  and  ultimately  settled  in  Minnesota, 
near  Homer. 

The  year  altogether  witnessed  more  generous  arrivals  than  those  which  ha<l  preceded  its 
tdrent,  and  was  attended  with  more  gratifying  concomitants.  Miss  Pierson,  who,  it  irill  be 
remembered,  came  to  La  Crosse  during  the  previous  winter  with  Mrs.  Myrick«  and  went  thenoe 
to  Illinois,  was  brouplit  hither  ajrain,  this  time  cominfr  as  tho  happy  and,  to  use  an  expression 
of  the  times,  bliishing  bnde  of  U.  J.  B.  Miller,  partner  of  Mr.  Myrick.  *'  Scoots,"  who  was 
proof  against  the  temptations  of  life  on  the  frontier,  proof  against  the  eharmings  of  a  more 
congenial  life  at  the  East,  proof  a^^ainst  savages  and  settlers  at  La  Crosse,  was  unable,  as  the 
wqael  proved,  to  resist  the  fuscinations  of  Mis»  Pierson,  and  yielding  to  arguments  that  proved 
itreristibly  convincing,  combined  two  souls,  and  consolidated  two  hearts,  a  proceeding  which  is 
nid  to  have  been  entirely  satisfiMtory  to  the  parties  interested,  as  also  to  others  waiting  for  a 
•ign  to  determine  their  own  action. 

THB  OBARACTKK  OP  TBI  SBTTLBHS. 

Among  the  items  of  interest  whieh  began  to  manifest  their  presence  this  year  was  the 

character  of  the  few  who  canie  ^or  imlustry  and  integrity.  Those  who  provc  l  the  first  farmers 
in  the  county  came  in  1844,  but  the  season  was  too  far  gone,  and  so  from  the  very  necessities  of 
the  esse  they  postponed  active  operations  until  the  following  spring,  when  they  opened  a  hxm 
aoder  the  bluft,  between  State  Road  and  Mormon  Coolies,  and  in  coarse  of  time  became  pros- 
pmu9  and  successful.  Tlie  names  of  these  enterprising  men  to  commence  the  tilling  of  the 
»oil  aa  a  means  of  livelihood  first  in  La  Crosse  were  John  and  Charles  Nagle,  industrious,  per- 
severing and  educationally,  as  also  by  experience,  not  only  qualified  to  conduct  farming  opera- 
tions, but  peculiarly  so  in  a  new  country.  They  soon  had  their  acres  under  fence  nii'l  bii^hly 
coltivated,  and  the  profits  accruing  to  them  as  the  fruits  of  their  constant  labor  and  watchful 
we  are  said  to  have  been  sufficient  to  render  them  independent  in  time. 

The  precedent  thus  established  was  adopted  almoet  immediately  by  new-comers,  as  a 
consequence,  the  present  territory  of  La  Cros.se  County  was  dotte<l  with  acres  of  cultured  land, 
even  before  it  was  apportioned  from  Crawford  County  and  became  an  independent  constituency. 
■U  already  stated,  the  first  cereals  grown  in  the  coun^  were  produced  by  Myrick  k  Miller,  but 
their  example  was  rather  for  home  products  and  to  test  the  quality  of  the  soil,  yet  this  example 
has  been  so  liberally  emulated  since  that  day.  that  farming  throughout  the  county  is  now  among 
the  most  remunerative  and  profitable  undertakings  engaged  in. 

TBB  FIRST  BAFT. 

In  the  fall  of  1844,  the  limited  number  of  settlers  were  somewhat  surprised  at  the  venture 
of  Myrick  k  Miller  in  floating  a  raft  of  logs  from  La  Crosse  to  St.  Louis.  These  men  were 
engaged  in  every  varie^  of  business,  from  trading  with  the  Indians  to  entertaining  a  traveling 
colporteur.  TMrhcilSe  beramc  tlie  home  of  all  who  visited  La  Crosse,  and  for  the  first  years 
of  I'  e  city  in  embryo  was  the  only  hotel  between  Prairie  du  Chieii  and  Fort  Snelling.  When 
luijubeniig  began  to  be  prominent  in  this  vicinity,  they  engaged  in  the  business,  and  carried  it 
CO  widi  such  judgment  and  capacity  as  to  secure  Uiem  large  returns.   In  time,  they  began  to 
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oonsider  the  feasibility  and  prospective  return?  that  would  attend  a  raft  voyage  to  the  '^future  grett 
dty  of  the  West,"  as  prejudieed  residnits  of  St.  Louis  sro  wont  to  fondly  term  their  ei^,  and 

this  was  the  inaugural  test,  besides  bein<T  the  first  of  its  kiiui  to  be  made  from  the  upper  river. 
The  craft,  in  the  absence  of  data  indicating;  a  contrary  result,  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  time,  and, 
it  is  to  bo  hoped,  gave  the  venturesome  consignors  a  liberal  profit. 

THB  FIBST  POST  OFflOB. 

Another  incident  of  life  hero  :it  tliis  time  was  the  location  of  a  post  office  at  La  Crosse, ssd 
the  appointment  of  a  Government  agent  to  look  after  fodenl  interests  and  deliver  the  mail.  At 
that  tine,  it  was  transported  by  eonrier  when  navigation  was  suspended,  and,  as  the  nomberof 
inhabitants  of  La  Crosse  began  to  appreciate  in  number,  their  wants  and  demands  appreciated 
proportionately.  Not  the  least  convenience  for  which  application  was  made  W!i5  the  establish- 
ment of  an  office,  and  this  was  done  in  response  to  petitions  submitted  therefor.  Mr.  Myrick 
was  appointsd  to  its  care -in  the  first  instance,  and  resiuned  in  charge  for  a  brief  time.  But  hit 
business  interests  refused  to  permit  any  divorce  from  liis  immediate  and  constant  attention,  besides 
the  cares  of  the  office,  while  not  onerous,  were  annoying  and  a  hindrance,  so  he  resiened,  and 
was  sneoeeded  by  Maj.  B.  A.  0.  Hatch,  at  that  time  in  the  employ  of  Myrick  k  Muler,  bat, 
after  remaining  in  charge  until  about  1847  or  1848,  H.  J.  B.  llillw  became  the  custodian  uf 
the  Government  confidence.  The  mail  fnoilities  were  unimproved  as  time  lapsed,  going  and 
coming,  it  is  said,  by  original  routes  and  conveniences,  as  also  with  delightful  irregularity.  The 
office  was  at  the  store  of  Miller,  bat  the  lettsrs  ho  carried  abont  in  bis  rat  or  bosom,  when  Mn. 
Miller  had  not  them  in  charge.  When  a  settler  wanted  to  ascertain  if  a  letter  awaited  his  de- 
mand, he  was  obliged  to  first  see  Scoots,"  who  would  canvass  the  contents  of  his  bat  and  vest 
If  he  &ilsd  to  respond,  the  expectant  recipient,  as  a  final  resort,  appealed  to  Mis*  Miller,  whs 
went  through  the  same  trails  followed  by  her  husband,  and  not  unfrequently  gratified  the  appli> 
cant  with  communications  from  those  who  were  indebted  therefor. 

When  H.  £.  Hubbard  was  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  office  was  located  in  a 
small  building  on  the  east  side  or  Front  street,  three  doors  eouth  of  State,  and  its  interior  is 
said  to  have  been  the  fairest  parallel  to  the  old  curiosity  shop  of  Fleet  street  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive of.  It  was  a  very  small  afiair,  and  the  boxes  consisted  of  half  a  dozen  rows  of  pigeon- 
holes,  set  op  on  a  common  pine  table,  behind  which  was  the  business  office,  littered  up  with  pro- 
miscuous piles  of  papers,  letters  and  mail  bags.  The  "  general  delivery  "  was  the  strongest 
point  about  the  office,  and  never  vacant.  Since  those  days,  the  number  of  boxes,  the  lack  of 
which  was  then  a  source  of  infinite  discord,  has  been  increased  to  supply  a  universal  demand, 
and  the  elegance  of  the  appointments  now  enjoyed  are  sonroes  of  delight  to  the  most  tm- 
tidiooB. 

.MORMON  VOTKS. 

This  was  the  year  in  which  the  Mormons  returned  and  established  themselves  in  Mormon 
Cooley,  with  a  view  of  founding  another  Mecca.  They  were  under  the  leadership  of  Elder  Ly- 
man Wight,  and  erected  a  number  of  cabins  preparatory  to  permanent  settlement  in  this  vicini^. 
The  females  are  said  to  have  numbered  amonj:;  them  some  Welsh  and  Ktigli'<h  jrirKs  of  rare 
beauty,  good  singers  and  quite  entertaining,  but  whose  exclusiveness  was  painfully  disagreeable 
to  admiring  Gentiles.  They  enjoyed  a  closer  eommunion  than  any  other  seet  which  had  vp  to 
that  time  defined  its  principles,  and  when  some  of  the  most  youthful,  fascinating  and  irresi.at- 
ible  of  the  Gentile  residents  extended  them  harmless  attentions.  Elder  Wight  protested,  and  the 
damsels  were  terrified  into  obedience. 

Wight  is  said  to  have  been  a  Mormon  and  a  sinner  of  the  most  pronounced  type ;  the  hardest 
swearer  and  freest  drinker  in  the  vicinity  ;  a  man  who  combined  a  love  for  wine,  women  and 
wassail  with  professions  of  temperance  as  earnest  as  ihey  were  often  ill-timed  for  the  sake  of  his 
professions.  In  his  caps  he  was  not^onty  afiiaoting  bat  confidential,  and  Dr.  Bunnell  recalls  an 
mddent  of  this  pecaliar  chaiaoteristio  which  came  nnder  his  obsemtion.   The  Blder  npon  one 


Digitized  by  Google 


HI8TORT'  OP  LA  CROi^SB  COUNTY. 


ocGisioD,  after  brining  tears  to  the  eyes  of  hia  audience  bv  an  eloquent  discourae  upon  the  evils  of 
isMnpennce,  snd  drinking  a  half- pint  of  whisky  left  by  his  own  son,  told  th«ni  that  hs  wm  going 
to  Tens  because  the  climate  about  La  Crosse  was  too  cold  for  his  constitatiim.    He  went 

as  promise<l,  followed  by  his  neophytes  ami  converts  witliin  a  brief  period,  they  going  to  Salt 
Lake  while  he  went  South.  The  land  occupied  by  them  was  subsequently  owned  by  John  Con- 
mIIj  tnd  now  by  the  Oehler  brothers.  Not  many  years  ago,  the  buildings  erected  by  them  were 
still  standinrr.  among  which  a  limekiln  which  had  been  used  by  them  was  diHCovered^  Uld  pieoss 
of  mili-stone  which  bad  been  destroyed  by  them  were  found  imbedded  in  a  creek. 

THB  AB8BRCB  OF  8CB00L8— TRAVBL  TO  BLACK  RIVBK. 

As  yet  there  were  no  s<^ool8  to  educate  aspiring  youth,  or  churches  to  gsther  in  their  folds 
•lit  citizctis.  Indians  and  lost  of  Israel  generally.  Such  dispensations  were  not  of  as  frequent 
occurrence,  so  to  speak,  as  to-day,  and  their  absence  scarcely  commented  upon.  They  did  not 
exist,  and  as  blessings  they  were  all  the  more  appreeiated  when,  as  conservers  of  intelligenoe  and 
morality,  they  came  into  the  midst  of  the  village,  and  have  since  gathered  strength  and  multi- 
plied in  influence.  In  those  days,  as  one  of  them  remarked  to  the  writer,  the  citizens  were  re- 
garded by  the  world  at  large  as  cast-off  heathens,  whose  redemption  from  ignorance  and  sin  was 
of  IsBs  eonseqaenee  than  the  eomfbrt  and  spiritual  wel&re  of  the  Timbnetoo  aborigines  and  man- 
esters 

The  travel  to  Black  River  during  1844  was  quite  equal  to  that  of  preceding  years,  and 
made  up  of  a  saperior  class  of  men.  They  passed  through  La  Crosse,  and,  while  never  regarded 

^  settlers,  were  mentioned  us  transients,  and  made  purchases  of  the  goods  here  in  stock.  Among 
these  were  O.  B.  Chase,  a  Mr.  Miller,  T.  Wood,  Andrew  Gruvcr,  J.  Chauneey  and  possibly  some 
others.  Hoon  alter,  that  is  to  say  from  and  after  this  year,  rafts  began  to  be  made  up  for  points 
flown  the  river,  and  logs  in  the  rough,  as  also  lumber,  came  to  be  regarded  as  commodities  for 
'lie  sliipment  of  which  immense  returns  would  be  produced.  That  the  regards  entertained  in 
this  counection  were  the  reverse  of  Utopian,  the  present  logging  and  lumber  trade  carried  on 
from  La  Crosse  and  points  above,  has  fully  justified. 

With  the  close  of  the  year,  the  exhibit  in  all  respects  may  be  considered  as  by  no  means 
disoouraging.  Some  acce-ssions  had  been  made  to  the  inhabitants,  some  improvements  com- 
pleted in  the  future  village.  New  hne<*  of  trade  had  been  extemporized  and  upon  trial  found  to 
bsenly  waiting  encouragement,  which  would  come  with  the  flight  of  time.  The  days  were  pros- 
jKToiH  and  held  out  the  inducement  of  wealth  t<i  those  who  persevered  unto  the  end.  Cominu- 
Dication  was  enjoyed  with  distant  points  that  enabled  the  purchase  and  delivery  of  commodities 
St  priess  withb  the  range  of  possibilities.  If  sehools  and  <Anrohes  were  abstet,  then  was  then 
no  demand  :  when  that  demand  arose,  they  would  .spring  up  and  bear  fruit.  Summing  up,  then, 
the  facts  and  the  evidence  admitted  of  but  one  verdict,  and  this  verdict  wm  accepted  with  results 
that  become  more  manifest  as  years  drift  into  the  past. 

WBW  ACCESSIONS. 

The  season  of  1845  opened  comparatively  earlier  than  in  years  previous.  The  fame  of  the 
country  surrounding  La  Crosse  Village  had  been  extended  through  reports  from  those  who  had 
oone  in  meanwhile,  and  its  desirableness  as  a  place  of  settlement  quoted  commendably.  The 
fertility  of  the  cooleys,  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  the  favorable  location  for  town  sites  and 
other  advantages,  conspired  to  render  the  county  an  objective  point  for  immigration  that  was 
regarded  with  favor  by  distant  residents.  There  were  few  to  avail  themselves  of  these  attractions, 
however,  at  this  time,  and  it  was  not  until  six  years  later  that  the  tide  of  travel,  which  had  run 
the  gantlet  of  other  portions  of  the  State,  their  '"prairie  schooners"  crowding  the  highAvays, 
and  the  track  of  their  departing  guiding  the  advance  of  those  who  came  after  them,  that  La 
Crosse  County  began  to  bo  generally  inhabited  and  built  up.  One  can  hardly  imajpno  that  the 
pressat  prosperous  seeUon  M  Wisoonsin,  id«itifted  as  La  Croose  Coun^,  was  but  thirty  years 
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■gp  OM  absolute  wilderness,  varied  here  and  there  with  approaches  to  improvements.  Yet  sQcb 
««B  indeed  die  etee,  acoording  to  evidenee  addoeed  in  that  eonneetton. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1845.  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis  came  into  the  country  on  a  prospecting  tour. 
He  was  an  Eastern  tnan,  who,  ten  years  previous,  immigrated  to  the  West,  and  less  contracMd 
opportunities  for  development,  settling  in  Illinois.  In  time,  he  wearied  even  of  the  almon 
unlimited  license  for  advancement  there,  and  sought  farther  West  what  he  conceived  was  not 
afforded  him  in  the  moro  thickly  settled  territory  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Illinois. 
Upon  reaching  La  Crosse,  he  found  U.  J.  B.  Miller,  Asa  White,  "  Dutch  Doc,"  with  Mr». 
Miller  and  Mrs.  Nathsn  Myriok  oonstituting  the  entire  white  population  of  this  section  of  tiw 
country.  He  traveled  the  coan^  over,  and,  having  made  his  selection  of  land  upon  which  t» 
settle,  returned  to  Illinois. 

Before  the  spring  had  yielded  place  to  summer,  others  had  visited  La  Crosse  to  prospect  or 
settle,  but  generally  the  former,  and  gone  elsewhere,  in  most  instances  to  Black  River,  the  rich 
lumber  yields  there  being  reganlcd  as  bonanzas,  with  the  improved  facilities  for  shipping  to 
distant  points  then  accessible,  only  to  be  equaled  by  the  lucky  finds  "  which  subsequent  years 
identiSM  as  part  of  the  history  of  Oalifbmia.  The  steamers  which  landed  at  La  Crosse  witli 
gr  itifying  regularity  (that  is  to  say  once  in  two  or  three  weeks),  as  the  season  advanced,  boie 
pilgrims  in  squads  and  solus,  and  that  their  disembarkations  at  La  Cros.se  were  not  more  frequent 
and  numerous  was  not  due  certainly  to  the  absence  of  inducements  offered.  These  were  both 
substantial  and  almost  unlimited,  and  continued  until  the  rush  of  years  and  immigrstioB 
exhausted  their  supply. 

It  is  said  of  J.  M.  Levy  that  to  any  one  applying  for  information  or  aid  in  his  undertakiui^ 
about  La  Crosse,  he  nerer  went  away  empty  handed.  That  gentleman  seemed  willing  to  take 
almost  any  risk  to  secure  worthy  settlers,  and  extend  them  such  assistance  as  they  sought,  con- 
fident  that  his  trust  would  never  be  violated.  Nor  was  it  entirely  so.  as  he  can  to-day  testify, 
and  his  libemlity  and  enterprise  in  the  days  of  uncertainties  hereabouts  can  be  vouched  for  by 
some  wil  l  are  to-day  in  positions  of  prominence  and  wealth,  through  the  ''helping  hand" 
extended  by  this  public-spirited  citizen,  who  came  hither  and  permanentlv  settled  in  1^45. 

But  of  the  many  who  came  and  saw,  but  few  concluded  to  cast  their  several  lots  with  La 
Crosse,  and  unite  their  destinies  with  the  destiny  of  the  fiiture  county  and  its  ^*  (rateway  City." 
These  few  were  of  the  type  which  create  new  dispensations  in  the  history  of  civilization,  and 
organize  and  conduct  victories  against  barbaric  supremacy-  Notwithstanding  the  few  arrivals, 
the  country  grew  in  strength  and  inlluence.  In  those  earlier  days,  even  when  the  lines  of  Ufe 
were  wrinkled  and  distorted  by  adversities  and  disappointments,  Hope  lingered  like  a  fruit  ia 
reach,  sweet  before  the  eyes  of  tht)se  to  whotn  it  wa.s  offered  by  way  of  encouragement. 

This  year  John  C.  Davis  came  in  and  clerked  for  Myrick  &  Miller;  William  Gibbs  became 
a  citiicn  of  the  county,  and  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  *'  Gibb's  Chute ;  '*  Henry  O'Neill 
landed  here,  but  continued  his  journey  to  Black  River,  aS  abo  did  t lie  present  Senator  from 
the  Thirty-seconfl  District,  the  Hon.  W.  T.  Priee,  and  a  man  named  Mason.  The  citadels  of 
success  in  that  region  were  stormed  indeed,  and  that,  too,  by  nien  who  never  faltered,  dsicl 
with  fear,  but  continued  their  advance  until  victory  ]rianted  its  banner  on  her  battlements. 

If  immigration  was  slow,  improvements  were  equally  tanlv.  Indeed,  tlicrr  wtts  no  demand 
for  them.  There  were  houses  sufficient  to  furnish  accommodations  for  the  inhabitants,  and  if  a 
stranger  happened  to  become  a  temporary  sojourner  in  this  land  of  promise,  he  was  entertained 
at  the  home  of  Nathan  Myrick,  which  was  oondueted  as  a  hotel  whenever  the  exi^'eiu  ies  of  the 
case  demanded.  Rafts  passed  the  city  semi-occasionally.  and  the  proverbial  habit.s  of  the  cla-'^s 
of  men  who,  in  those  days,  were  known  as  "raftsmen,"  found  e.vpression  when  the  "boats" 
landed-  and  the  "  mariners  "  were  let  loose.  Otherwise,  the  happy-go-lucky  s^le  of  life  indig- 
enous as  it  were,  to  frontier  experiences  was  the  rule,  with  little  to  dissipate  its  continuanct . 
or  intervene  as  an  exception.  The  Indians  remained  as  neighbors,  and  one  of  the  settlers  bad 
taken  to  wife  an  Indian  maiden  of  reputed  royal  blood,  which  secured  him  very  distinguished 
considerations  from  his  savage  relations. 
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About  the  only  improvement  that  can  now  be  remembered  as  having  been  completed  dur- 
ing Ate  •ammw  of  18^,  wa»  «i  addition  to  ^  store  of  Myriek  k  Miller.   It  consisted  of  * 

house,  which  had  been  erected  at  Holmes'  Landing  above  La  Crosse  some  months  previous. 
The  proprietors  loaded  the  movable  on  a  raft  and  paddled  it  to  La  Crosse  where,  after  some 
diffiealty,  it  was  safely  removed  to  terra  firma  and  set  up  as  a  storeroom,  making  the  improve- 
ments completed  by  the  pioneers  of  the  settlement  quite  roomy  and  pretentious.  This  wa6 
compelled  by  the  increase  in  trade,  which  the  current  year  witnesseJ,  and  the  future  imported. 
The  steamboat  Lynx  was  also  completed  during  1845,  and  be^an  its  regular  trips  to  La 
Crosse.  She  was  a  side*wbeeler  bnilt  by  H.  L.  Donsman,  and  is  represented  to  have  been  a 
wonderful  exposition  of  speed  and  elegance,  for  the  times.  The  steamers  which  twenty  years 
kfter  breasted  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  are  said  to  be  palaces  in  comparison  with  the  primi- 
tive vessels  of  forty  years  ago,  but  the  Lynx  was  incomparably  the  paragon  of  its  day. 

But  in  spite  of  we  absence  of  improvements,  and  the  predominance  of  the  Indians  in  point 
of  numbers,  by  the  way,  a  thriftU'ss  representation  of  the  noble  red  man,  with  no  idea  of  the 
(lifierence  between  meum  and  tuum,  or  appreciation  of  the  rights  of  individuals  when  the  victims 
were  in  the  vocative,  there  was  mneh  to  interest  and  entertain,  if  little  to  instmot  happening 
meanwhile.  A  marriage  was  celebrated  this  year  between  a  couple  who  came  in  during  1845, 
that  is  the  lady,  and  who  from  their  actions  had  been  mistakenly  supposed  to  be  on  their  bridal 
ttmr.  There  was  also  a  death  this  year  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Myrick,  sorrow  and  joy  went  hand 
in  hand  down  the  aisle  of  life  in  La  Crosse ;  the  residents  were  participants  in  scenes  of  the  gay 
for  a  season  to  be  recalled  to  tlie  duties,  the  ohl!;i;:itions  and  the  afflictions  of  life,  and  gravity 
and  frivolity  were  parts  of  their  experience  as  pronounced  and  unavoidable  as  they  are  to-day 
ingredients  of  the  solonn  drama  the  human  bmily  are  enaeting  throughout  the  world  as  a  stage. 
Then,  as  now,  only  in  a  more  limited  sense,  the  settlers  of  La  Crosse  were  actors.  They  had 
their  exits  and  entrances  as  defined  and  unmistakable  as  are  to  be  witnessed  after  nearly  half  a 
century  of  posings  and  rehearsals,  and  for  the  points  "  they  "made"  have  since  been  re- 
wsrded  or  condemned  as  posterity  profited  or  was  displeased.  The  curtain  since  those  days  has 
been  rung  down  frequenily.  the  actors  and  actresses  of  the  times  herein  <juoted  have  many  of 
them  taken  their  last  farewell  and  made  their  final  bow — some  to  applause,  others  in  silence — 
MBS  of  them  live  in  the  memories  of  succeeding  generations,  some  of  them  possibly  rest  in 
obscurity.  Society  was  in  an  unsettled  state.  The  population  residing  in  this  portion  of  Wis- 
consin, in  truth  in  the  river  towns  between  St.  Louis  and  Fort  Snelling,  the  extreme  navigable 
points,  was  composed  of  all  grades  and  conditions  of  men.  The  opposite  sex  was  but  sparsely 
represented,  and  there  was  an  absence  of  womanly  influence  apparent  in  all  of  them.  To  these 
may  have  been  added  some  emigrants,  who  sailed  from  their  homes  across  the  sea,  but  who  are 
always  important  factors  in  the  development  of  a  new  country.  There  was,  however,  in  the  sum 
ef  life,  as  figured  up  in  La  Crosse,  a  gratifying  absence  of  middle  men,  outlaws,  gamblers, 
thieves,  etc.,  who  invariably  infest  a  new  region  with  their  presence,  to  improve  or  augtnent 
their  failing  fortunes^  and  who,  by  talcing  the  tide  at  its  flood,  hope  to  attain  glory  and  financial 
responsibility. 

There  were  no  courts  so  to  speak  at  this  time  in  La  Crosse  to  redress  grievanees  or  enforce 
contracts,  and  though  that  happy  character,  in  all  ages  since  jurisprudence  became  a  study  and 
a  science,  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  existed,  he  was  rarely  called  upon  to  solemnize  between  liti- 
gsats.  Most  every  individual  stood  upon  his  personal  merit,  and  if  assailed  in  name  or  reputa- 
tion, in  estates  or  expectations,  he  became  the  expounder  of  the  law  in  his  own  behalf,  without 
having  recourse  to  Justice  IL  J.  B.  Miller.  Nevertheless,  in  default  of  the  presence  of  what 
have  since  been  regarded  as  invaluable,  nay  indispensable  adjuncts  to  every  well  regulated  cum- 
nnni^,  courts,  lawyers,  schools,  churches  and  their  auxilaries,  the  moral  atmosphere  of  the 
country  was  far  from  being  malodorous  with  crime  or  misdetncanor. 

Daring  the  fall  or  winter  of  1 844-45,  "  Scoots  "  Miller  had  added  to  his  dignities,  emoluments 
sad  responsibilities  by  accepting  the  office  of  Justiee,  and  from  "  Sooots"  Miller  he  became 
(*  Judge*'  Miller,  with  all  that  Uie  term  implies.   His  offidal  deebion,  though  rarely  invoked, 
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it  18  thought,  was  still  kept  in  a  condition  for  active  service,  and  could  be  relied  upon  in  anj 
emergency  where  a  knowledge  of.  the  law  as  also  tiie  portion  of  reniedtal  justiee  appropriate  to 
sapply  that  in  wbiefa  the  law  bj  reason  of  its  onirerstuity  is  d^dent  was  needed. 

TUK  FIRST  MAKKIAQB. 

One  of  bis  first  acts  was  to  solemnise  a  marriage  between  Peter  and  Emma  Cameron  abore 
referred  to.    This  was  done  in  the  presence  of  all  the  vilUigors.  and  with  a  dignity  and  refresh* 

ing  simplicity,  foreign  to  the  present  artificial  day.*.  The  couplf  were  ranged  in  order  hefnre 
His  Honor,  who  first  interrogated  the  prospective  husband  and  then  the  bride,  and  ascertaining 
that  both  meant  bnsinees,  eonolnded  the  proceedings  with  the  proclamation  "  By  virtne  of  the 
power  vested  in  me  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  village  of  La  Crosse,  T  pronounce  you  hus- 
band and  wife,  and  let  no  man  put  you  asunder."  Dr.  Bunnell,  Sr.,  was  present  and  shouted 
Amen,"  ns  also  affixed  his  name  to  the  marriage  certificate.  Wine  and  cake  was  not  parsed 
around,  it  is  said,  nor  wero  the  festivities  asoal  to  similar  ooearrenoes  dther  numerous  or  pro- 
longed. The  happy  couple  e.<«teemed  themselves  mutaally  fortunate  no  doubt,  and  lived  together 
for  many  years,  when  the  husband  died. 

His  widow  still  survives,  and  is  r^rded  as  one  with  whom  romance  in  its  most  brilliaat 
colors  Iv^s  been  so  intimately  associated  that  a  brief  history  of  her  life  may  not  be  inappropriate. 
Emma  Cameron  was  born  somewhere  east  of  the  Alleghanies,  hut  came  at  an  early  age  tn  Ohio 
in  company  with  her  parents.  When  but  scarcely  sixteen  years  of  age,  she  contracted  marriage 
with  a  man  named  Kellogg,  unknown  to  her  guardians,  and  thereby  presumably  excited  their 
anger.  Whether  she  ever  became  reconciled  to  them  or  otherwise  is  not  of  record,  but  she  sub- 
sequently became  a  resident  of  Michigan  Territory,  when  she  was  espoused  by  an  admirer  named 
Clayton,  and  to  him  was  married.  How  long  sho  tarried  with  Clayton  has  never  been  estab- 
lished by  any  evidence  that  would  be  regarded  os  conclusive,  or  whether  she  tarried  with  him  or 
not.  Nor  is  it  certain  that  sihesucceeded  in  sccurinj;  tliat  felicitv  bv  a  conjunction  of  their  fortune* 
such  consolidations  are  said  to  afford.  It  is  thought  though,  that  &tie  did  not.  At  all  events, 
she  some  time  after  this  was  married  to  a*  Mr.  Van  Sickles,  without  having  obtained  a  divorce 
from  Clayton,  and  while  thus  bound,  she  met  Peter  Cameron,  who  was  en  route  from  Utica,  N. 
Y..  to  La  Crosse  and  joined  with  bis  train.  Mr.  Cameron  arrived  at  the  journey's  rad  with 
Mrs.  Van  Sickles,  by  far  his  most  attractive  in^portation. 

She  is  said  to  have  been  a  woman  of  surpassingly  beautiful  figure  and  features,  remarkabk- 
nerve,  great  presence  of  mind  anrl  wonderful  expedient,  with  the  capacity  to  model  one  of  the 
opposite  sex  to  her  wishes,  as  readily  and  gently  as  an  artist  molds  a  figure  in  plaster  of  Paris. 
Hen  under  her  manipulation  became  as  diay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter.  One  who  saw  her  in 
the  full  flush  of  health  states  that  she  was,  all  romance  aside,  very  handsome.  Her  coni[)K'xioD 
was  of  a  delicate  olive  tint,  and  the  expression  of  her  large.  Mack,  glittering  eyes  were  height- 
ened by  the  long,  sdky  lashes  that  fringed  their  lids.  Her  eyebrows,  penciled  by  nature  with 
mathematical  precision,  arched  symmetrically,  and  met  above  a  nose  classically  accurate  in  shape 
and  finely  nostrillod.  Her  month  was  small  an<l  shapely,  rosy  tipped,  and  sojuewhat  sensual  in 
character,  the  lips  thin,  that  exposed  when  she  smiled  teeth  rivaling  pearls.  Her  hair  was  dark, 
her  hands  and  neck  were  white  and  plump,  and  kept  company  to  a  pair  of  small  feet,  arching 
like  an  Arab's,  and  put  down  upon  the  groutid  witli  an  emjihaMis  tliat  indicated  a  decision  (rf 
character  seemingly  at  varian^'o  with  her  fickle  admirations.  Her  y)liysir|ue  lent  itself  well  t-i 
graceful  movements,  which  imparted  a  touch  of  defiant  awkwardness  born  of  an  overfluuing 
youth,  so  exquisite  a  piece  of  womanhood,  it  is  said  was  seldom  ever  seen  in  those  early  days  in 
the  west. 

Such  wa.s  the  combination  of  fiiultless  attractions  which  charmed  so  many,  and  conquered 

Peter  Cameron  into  marriage  during  184a. 

About  this  juncture,  Clayton  roused  himself  sufficiently  to  take  cognisance  of  theeecen* 

tricities  of  his  whilom  wife,  and  protested  that  it  \v:is  not  entirely  legal.  Longer  reflection  con- 
vinced him  of  the  truth  of  his  conclusions,  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  her 
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ofimdinp  would  be  justified  in  a  court  of  law,  he  instituted  an  action  for  divorce,  supposititious!  j 
bwiogbis  claims  upon  ht  t  insensibility  to  obligstioiW  she  had  Mlf*llllposed  rcpcate<lly,  anq 
repeatedly  vialiitcd.  The  chronicles  do  not  state  the  extent  of  success  which  attended  Clay- 
ton s  apj>eal  to  law,  uor  whether  it  was  greeted  by  the  ajppearance  of  opposing  counsel.  But 
judging  by  the  prior  life  of  the  defendant^  and  by  the  fact  that  she  was  nnahte  ta  either  plead, 
answer  or  demur,  the  probabilities  incline  the  casual  but  di.'^intcrcsted  observer  to  the  belief  that 
be  obtained  his  relief  with  costs,  and  that  she  being  thereafter  regarded  in  law  as  &  f'emme  sole, 
was  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  her  affections  unto  him  by  wlntm,  in  her  opinion  they  would  be 
guarded  the  most  aaeredly. 

This  was  the  only  case  of  legal  separation  obfaiiied  by  the  lady,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  she  continued  to  be  a  wife  to  Cameron  until  bis  death,  which  occurred  in  1865.  She  put 
on  widows*  weeds  and  moamed  for  a  period  of  three  years,  when  she  onee  more  Tentared  to  sad- 
dle herself  with  matrimonial  bonds,  the  object  of  her  affection  being  Ralph  C.  Bowles,  who  was 
sent  up  the  Missouri  River,  where  he  killed  a  soldier  in  an  affray,  and  was  in  turn  killed,  leav- 
ing Mrs.  Bowles  to  mourn  the  deep  damnation  of  his  taking  off.  and  gather  her  forces  for  new 
conquests.  According  to  the  annals,  this  was  not  delayed  many  months,  for,  within  a  reason- 
;ib!c' period,  as  the  law  has  it,  she  consented  to  become  an  old  man's  darling,  and  lived  with  him 
either  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  or  McGregor,  Iowa,  in  the  full  enjoyment,  it  is  believed,  of  the  pleas- 
ttiesand  prerogatires  whioh  are  considered  and  esteemed  as  belonging  to  the  darlings  of  aged 
bridegrooms.  How  long  this  scene  of  domestic  felicity  was  prolonged  is  once  more  a  qucstiDii 
involve<l  in  doubt,  the  solution  of  which  is  regarded  as  improbable,  if  not  impossible.  At  all 
events,  Mr.  Sharp  followed  Bowles  over  the  "  beautiful  river,"  and  Mrs.  Sharp,  for  the  seventh 
tine,  matrimonially  speaking,  became  a  marketable  commodity. 

About  this  time,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  a  br-ither  of  V^in  Sickles,  the  widow's  third  hus- 
band, heard  she  was  once  more  accessible  to  proffers,  and  placed  himself  in  communication  with 
this  remarkable,  «>till  well-preserved  and  much-conrted  woman.  In  time,  the  correapondenoe  led 
to  hh  becoming  a  suitor  for  lirr  hand,  his  petitions  were  granted,  and  Mrs.  Sharp  was  resolved 

into  Mrs.  Van  Sickle  by  legal  enactment. 

In  18G0,  she  resided  on  Second  street,  south  of  Pearl,  in  a  log  house  that  has  long  since 
giren  way  to  the  march  of  improvement,  and  was  much  respected  for  her  humanity  to  the  un- 
fortunate, and  her  liberal  dnnittions  for  charitable  and  religious  purpose'^  One  day  Dan  Cam- 
eron visited  her,  with  a  view  to  conclude  some  business  growing  out  of  the  estate  of  her  husband. 
While  thus  engaged,  a  dispute  arose,  which  became  exceedingly  acrimonious,  and  culminated 
hi  her  ordering  him  to  leave  the  premises.  He  either  reftned, hesitated,  or  failed  to  move  with 
an  expedition  she  deemed  consistent  with  the  circumstances,  and,  seizing  a  loaded  ^rnn  which 
stood  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  brought  it  to  a  present  with  a  quickness  of -movement  and  ap- 
parent iletermination  to  "shoot,"  as  to  impel  the  guest  to  hasten  and  secure  protection  by  flight. 
She  fired  as  he  crossed  the  sill,  but  lack  of  skill  in  the  uciipon's  use.  or  a  special  inter[)Osition 
of  Providence  spared  the  target  from  serious  consequences,  and  he  still  lives  to  congratulate 
hinself  on  his  narrow  escape.    It  was  the  happiest  day  of  his  life. 

Although  no  complaint  was  ever  made  against  the  impetuous  and  warlike  madame  for  this 
exhibition  of  her  prowess  and  capacity  to  defend  herself  (of  which  it  may  be  proper  to  state  no 
one  ever  entertained  a  doubt),  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  grand  jury,  but 
hat  grave  body  of  legal  inquisitors  refused  to  return  a  true  bill  and  she  remained  nndistnrfaed. 
When  last  heard  from  she  was  still  Mrs.  Yav.  Sickle,  a  resident  of  Iowa. 

The  fa^  above  quoted  are  matters  uf  general  rumor,  and  confirmed  by  the  lady  herself  in 
1869,  when  she  appmred  as  a  witncM  in  tbe  Cireoit  Court  of  Houston  County,  Minn.,  in  a 
cause  therein  depending,  whmin  D.  Cameron  appeared  as  plaintiff  against  the  Southern  Min- 
nesota Railroad  Company. 

Truly,  this  life  of  ours  is  a  rutuance  rounded  up  with  sighs  and  tears. 

The  population,  at  this  period  in  the  life  of  La  CroMe,  did  not  exceed  fifteen,  all  told, 
women  and  children,  induding  the  squaw  wives  of  traders. 
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Another  event  of  importaDce  in  the  new  settlement,  occurring  this  jear,  was  the 

FIRST  DEATH 

to  take  place  among  the  settlers.  The  death  of  a  raftsman  has  already  been  referred  to.  Hij 
was  the  first  death,  properly  speaking.  Ue  was  en  route  from  St.  Louis  to  Black  River,  bst, 
overeomft  with  a  conanming  fever,  baited  at  the  Prairie,  in  hopes  that  reet  and  oare  wcmld  pn> 
mote  convalescence.   But  the  blessini:  "f  returning  health  waa  denied  him,  and  he  pudthedebt 

of  mortality.  Ills  rcmaina  were  inclosed  in  a  box,  there  being  no  such  thing  a.s  a  coffin,  and 
upon  the  morning  of  hia  interment,  some  fellow  raftsmen  visited  the  blacksmith-shop  where  the 
body  lay,  and,  rapping  on  the  lid  of  the  box,  interrogated  the  corpse  as  to  what  he  woald  have. 
Silence  was  returned,  when  they  departed  with  the  commentary,  "  Well,  he  must  be  dead." 
He  was  buried  in  a  cemetery  on  the  knoll  where  Uirsbheimer's  plow  works  now  are. 

The  summer  of  1845  witiieflaed  the  first  decease  among  the  residents.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  settlement,  death  entered  into  its  quiet,  peaceful  precincts,  gathered  a  young 
life  within  its  chilling  embrace,  and  departing  left  behind  it  the  mark  of  ita  visitation  on  the 
door-post  of  Nathan  and  Rebecca  Myrick.  The  home  was  made  desolate,  and  tears  and  grief 
took  the  place  of  happineaa  and  contentment.  The  eon  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myriek,  tiie  vietim, 
was  tenderly  shrived  for  the  tomb,  its  coffin  covered  with  a  piece  of  blue  Indian  cloth,  and  laft 
to  repose  in  the  old  cemetery  where  the  dead  raftsman  had  been  laid.  It  was  subsequently  re- 
moved to  another  churchyard,  provided  when  the  living  city  began  to  roar  and  swell  around  the 
one  vacated,  and  its  surf  beat  over  and  fell  upon  the  sod. 

Full  many  a  cherished  memory  to-day  clings  about  that  spot  once  sacred.  Re.iuty  wa.« 
doubtleae  laid  there,  the  tears  of  love  mingled  with  the  damps  of  death  upon  her  brow.  Age 
reposed  there,  too,  until  the  mighty  tread  of  Mte  had  need  of  the  soil  it  occupied,  and  doMt  mt 
was  once  rounded  into  life,  warmed  into  lore  and  folded  in  sheltering  arms,  waa  herein  eep> 
ulchered.  Hut  the  living  must  have  room,  and  the  graves  and  the  dead  were  made  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  exacting  demands  of  the  living.  To  the  stranger  visitor  of  to  day,  there  are  no  tokens 
by  which  its  identic  can  be  established.  But  to  the  pioneers  who  laid  out  the  grounds  and  con- 
secrated them  to  burial  purposes,  their  location  and  that  of  their  contents  are  as  visible  as  they 
were  forty  years  ago.  Each  resting  place  is  known  to  them,  from  the  mound  which  rose  above 
the  friendless  stranger  to  that  which  marked  the  resting-place  of  the  most  venerated  citisen. 
Blessed  be  the  memory  of  all. 

THK  FIRST  ROAD  TO  PRAIRIE  I>U  CHIEN. 

In  the  fall  of  1845,  Samuel  Snow  visited  Praine  dn  Chien,  the  then  residence  of  J.  M. 

Levy,  to  obtain  a  supply  of  goods  and  wares  for  his  store,  and  while  in  that  village  called  upon 
Mr.  Levy.    Fie  at  once  sought  to  interest  that  gentleman,  who  was  confined  to  his  house  with 
all  attack  of  fever,  by  a  description  of  the  new  place  at  which  he  had  located,  elaborating  its 
advantages  with  an  eloquence  that  defies  description.    Mr.  Levy  may  have  experienced  a  feel- 
ing of  discouragment  with  liis  pre.'^ent  surronu'liiigs,  supcrin<luccrl,  mayhap,  by  his  illness,  or 
he  may  have  been  convit^ced  by  the  pursuo-sive  periods  employed  by  the  orator  i  at  all  events 
he  seemed  inclined  to  move  thither,  and  finally,  when  Snow  assured  him  that  if  lie  moved  up 
there  he  would  divide  with  Mr.  Levy,  and  that  he  was  confident  that  the  bleseibgs  of  health 
would  ever  attend  him,  all  doubts  were  ignored,  and  Mr.  Levy  censented  to  become  a  pil;gri»n 
and  journey  to  La  Crosse  as  soon  as  his  health  permitted  the  trip  to  be  undertaken.    This  did 
not  oome  to  pass  until  November,  when  the  twain  procured  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  lading  the 
wagon,  to  which  they  were  hitched,  with  .stores  and  supplies,  made  the  trip  to  La  Cr  lese  from 
Prairie  du  Chien  overland.    The  travel  was  the  reverse  nf  pleasant  or  free  from  cont'tant  and 
ever-recurring  annoyance.    No  one  had  ever  attempted  the  feat  of  traveling  with  team  between 
die  two  places  before.    There  was  no  path  or  trail  in  many  places,  and  the  course  waa  taken  at 
a  venture.    The  oxen  werf  comparatively  young,  nnd  though  well  broke  caused  some  delay, 
and  a  thousand  and  one  other  embargoes  prevailed  to  hinder  and  vex.    Yet,  in  spite  of  tbese 
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veniioDS  Messrs.  Levy  and  Snow  came  tbrouj^b  in  eisht  days,  bavinj2  made  the  first  trip  by 
tUi  nmte  ever  ftttempted,  and  biased  the  road  between  La  Orosee  and  ftdrie  do  Ghien,  woien 

wu  ued  in  after  years.  These  in  n  Hants  set  up  in  the  Spaulding  shanty  as  Indian  traders,  in 
addition  to  preparing  to  farm  a  chmn  that  hud  been  invoiced  with  tbe  assets  of  the  firm  ftt  the 
date  of  its  organization,  near  the  mouth  of  the  State  Ruad  Coolcy. 

In  the  spring  of  1846,  the  tide  of  emigration  may  be  said  to  have  turned  in  the  direction 
of  Northern  Wisconsin,  the  chief  point  of  attraction  still  heiti;;  the  lumber  region  of  Black 
River,  with  La  Crosse  a  desirable  field  for  agricultural  uses.  Hut  those  who  came  with  a  view 
to  engage  in  the  former  as  compared  with  the  number  who  sought  to  engage  in  fhrming,  was 
namerically  greater.  Large  fortunes  beckoned  them  to  pursue  the  hazardous  oocupetion  <d 
lojriring  and  lumbering  in  preference  to  the  alow  and  laborious  accujnulation  growing  out  of  a 
tilling  of  tbe  soil.  But  while  lumbering  was  remunerative,  the  labors  to  accomplish  success 
were  of  the  most  arduous  character,  involving  health  and  even  life  itself.  Yet  no  one  seemed 
dilinclined  to  follow  the  devious  atid  oriticiil  \v;iys  it  led  in  search  for  wealth,  and  the  acijuiai- 
tion  of  means  sufficient  to  render  the  toiler  measurably  independent  was  but  a  poor  return  for  the 
dagger*  encoantered. 

This  spring  Mr.  Levy  returned  to  Prairie  du  Chien  for  his  family,  and  having  concluded 
■rrangements  in  that  behalf,  sailed  from  that  citv  May  27,  1840,  on  board  the  steamer  Berlin, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  son,  a  young  man  named  Lsaac  Mark.s,  and  Itis  household,  supple* 
mented  by  an  invoice  of  pigs,  a  coop  ot  chickens,  two  cats  and  a  coon.  He  set  up  his  Lares 
and  Penates  in  the  log  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Pearl  and  Front  streets,  ami  b(g;in  life 
with  bis  family  amid  comparatively  now  scenes,  and  surrounded  by  new  associations.  It  was 
iiere,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  that  he  nearly  sickened  unto  death. 

It  seems  that  his  parmv  prided  himself  on  his  culinary  skill,  and  affected  superiority  over 
all  others  in  his  preparation  and  seasoning  of  a  very  toothsome  eilible  which  he  submiited  as 
'^fishsoup."  A  mess  of  fish  had  been  caught  and  cooked  to  a  turn,  were  ladled  out  to  Mr. 
Levy  as  his  appetite  or  desire  to  testify  a  proper  appreciation  demanded.  A  short  time  elapsed 
after  the  feast  had  been  discussed,  before  Mr.  Levy  began  to  manifest  the  most  alarming  symp- 
toms accompanying  an  attack  of  cholera.  Kemedies  were  applied  and  administered  without 
obtaining  the  slightest  relief  for  the  sufferer.  His  pains  beeime  intense^  and  the  anguish  of 
mind  <>f  those  who  were  present  superlative  beyond  description.  In  a  consideration  of  the 
caii«es  which  might  linve  pro<luced  so  serious  effect,  the  fish  soup  suggested  itself,  and  the  con- 
ditoents  which  had  been  employed  to  render  it  so  irresistible  to  the  palate  of  those  who  had 
eonaamed  the  combination.  I  only  put  salt  in  it,"  asserted  the  couk,  and  as  a  last  resort  sought 
1 1  afcertain  the  quality  of  Syracuse  or  Turk  I-iland  that  had  been  use<i.  This  was  done,  and 
resulted  in  the  discovery  that  tbe  soup  bad  indeed  been  seasoned,  but  with  salts  of  a  medicinal 
character  known  to  pharmaceutists  as  Glauber."  This  put  a  new  phaM  upon  the  complaint 
of  Mr.  Levy  who  soon  began  to  mend,  and  before  the  sun  sunk  behind  tiba  Minnesota  bluffs  he 
vas  completely  restored  to  health.  To  this  day  he  remembers  the  fish  BOUp  and  the  seasoning 
of  Glauber  salts  which  at  one  time  threatened  his  lease  of  life. 

Among  those  who  visited  La  Crosse  this  year  for  purposes  of  observation,  speculation  and 
settlement,  was  D.  F.  Loveland.  He  was  fro'n  the  East,  and  accompanied  Mr.  ^lyriek  on  the 
return  of  that  gentleman  from  one  of  his  tours  thither,  liis  idea  wiu  to  establish  himself  in 
La  Crosse,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  that  end  that  he  came.  But  after  a  brief  Bojottm  under 
the  patronage  of  Mr.  Myrick,  during  which  he  doubtless  canvassed  the  situatinnvatisfactorily  to 
himse  lf  at  least,  he  retraced  his  steps  and  settled  at  Galena.  Hut  others  who  came  in  did  so  to 
stay  and  remained.  Among  these  were  James  Connolly  who  opened  a  farm  in  the  Mormon 
Cooley.  Lloyd  L.  Lewis  returned  from  the  Bast  with  his  f4mily,  which  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  several  (lau^liters,  and  took  possession  of  the  farm  ei;^hteen  miles  rirtrth  of  La  Cmsse.  He 
bad  selected  the  previous  fall,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  what  hits  since  been  known  as  the 
**  Lewis  Settlement"  William  Oettinger  arrived  and  settled  in  the  village,  tbe  first  carpenter 
to  offer  his  Mrvioea  to  the  pnblio  in  La  Crosse.   George  Fetherlein  came  in  also  and  became  a 
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▼Ubger,  taking  ap  hit  rendenee  in  the  house  pat  op  by  Jacobs  and  Snow,  oorner  of  Front  ind 
Vernon  streets. 

These  were  the  prominent  arrivals  in  La  Crosse  and  the  immediate  vicinitj,  James  Daj, 
Henry  Atchison,  N.  Garrett,  H.  Wedge,  Brockway  and  Smith  went  to  Blaek  River.  John 
Elder  divided  his  time  between  La  Crosse  and  Black  River.  J.  and  N.  Ghamben  confined 
their  residence  to  Black  Rivor  an  !  vicinity,  while  John  Soraraerville  removed  to  Minne5:)t4. 

The  coming  of  those  mentioned  very  naturally  created  some  activity  in  trading  and  agri- 
cnltnral  dreles.  The  village  grew  in  proportion,  and  boasted  of  five  hoases,  Myriek  s,  Levy^. 
Cameron's,  White's  and  Fetherlein's.  The  farmers  were  James  Connelly,  Phillip  Young,  the 
Nagle  Brothers  and  a  Frenchwoman  who  subsequently  married  Charles  Nagle.  Everything 
was  new,  of  course,  and  with  all  it  was  a  struggle  for  existence,  but  with  each  addition  to  the 
nnmber  of  the  inhabitants,  the  struggle  ceased  in  a  measure,  and  the  charms  of  life  appreciated— 
netsuoh  as  are  now  deemod  indispensable  to  existence,  but  that  fraternity  of  feeling  which  nnke* 
the  whole  world  kin,  which  smoothes  over  rough  places,  which  finds  expansion  in  sympathiei 
and  njjoiees  at  the  success  of  a  fellow-man.  Snch  were  the  charms  that  were  experienced 
dnri&g  the  more  youthful  days  nf  La  Crosse,  intensified  by  the  trials  each  settler  was  obliged 
to  encounter  and  cementing  a  bond  of  brotherhood  which  the  lapse  of  years  has  failed  to  dissipate. 

As  typical  of  the  kindly  feelings  that  existed,  and  the  generous  charity  that  was  exercised 
in  those  days,  the  following  is  related :  The  fir«t  week  in  June,  a  mft  arrived  from  Black 
River,  having  on  board  a  young  man  named  Rankin,  Buffering  from  disease  and  the  fracture  of 
two  ribs.  He  was  brought  on  shore,  and  as  the  result  of  an  effort  to  procure  him  accommoda- 
tions, he  was  taken  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Lev^,  and  the  attempt  to  nnrse  him  back  to  health 
and  strength  commenced,  Mi.  Levy  officiating  in  capacity  of  j  hy  ician  and  hospital  steward. 
He  sank,  however,  and  during  the  night  succeeding  t!ie  third  day  of  his  treatment,  the  invalid 
was  heard  to  call  out  for  a  sup  of  water.  Mr.  Levy  responded  to  bis  call,  and  raised  him  op 
to  take  the  dranght,  when  the  unfortunate  young  man  gasped  spasmodically,  threw  back  his 
head  and  yieldea  up  the  ghost.  His  body  was  rolled  up  in  a  sheet,  placed  in  a  coffin  and 
buried.  The  poor  wayfarer  on  life's  highway  was  without  money  or  friends,  save  those  the 
occasion  save  birth  to,  and  wearied,  doubtless,  and  worn  with  the  endless  strife,  he  turned  as 
he  plaoe<rhi8  hand  on  death's  gate  and  smiled  upon  these  new-found  fHends  before  he  wandered 
thiongh. 

In  the  fall,  a  man  claiming  to  be  the  uncle  of  the  deceased  came  West,  and,  after  rambliog  over 
the  State,  visited  La  Crosse  in  seareh  of  hit  effects.   After  identifying  himself  to  Mr.  Levy  and 

the  oitiaens  generally,  he  began  to  inquire  as  to  the  estate  of  his  nephew,  and  demanded  an  in 
ventory  on  the  supposition  that  his  inheritance  would  be  large.  But  as  already  hinted,  the 
young  man  was  buried  by  those  to  whom  be  was  indebted  for  care  and  attention,  and,  much  to 
the  chagrin  of  tlie  oovetons  relative,  he  returned  to  the  East  as  he  had  arrived  in  Ia  Crosse, 
empty-handed.  He  remained  among  those  who  had  ministered  to  the  wants  of  deceased  (and.  if 
opinion  could  be  baaed  on  the  limited  reports  of  his  stuy  which  are  let  fall  occasionally,  without 
securing  their  good  will),  during  the  winter,  and  went  whence  he  came,  without  blessings  or 
protest. 

THE  FIRST  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

With  the  advent  of  184G,  it  was  believed  pro-^perity  had  begun  to  dawn  .upon  the  infant 
settlement,  which  would  grow  in  strength,  influence  and  importance  as  the  year  progressed  ou  its 
course.  And  this  wa^^  in  part  realized  before  Old  Father  Time  had  mn  the  race  set  before  him. 
The  spring  was  one  of  charming  balminess,  lending  an  air  of  beauty  to  the  village  and  sur- 
roundings, and  making  the  settlers'  hearts  to  rejoice  at  the  prospects  held  out  with  each  suc- 
ceeding day.  There  was  one  embargo,  however,  to  the  peifeet  folioi^  their  abeenoe  might  have 
created,  and  that  was  the  existence  of  mosquitoes  in  such  numbers  as  to  defy  all  attempts  dirseted 
at  their  suppression  or  partinl  extinction.  When  citizens  left  the  village  to  transact  business 
elsewhere,  they  were  met  on  their  return  with  such  welcomes  as  mosquitoes  only  can  extend. 
Often  the  vidoits  little  pests  would  go  out  mto  the  woods  to  meet  the  absent  one,  and  befoie  the 
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latter  was  able  to  escape  they  had  so  entirely  invested  his  person  with  attack  that  retreat  was 
inponible,  and  he  was  forced  to  sabmit  to  their  aggressive  aemands. 

Occasionally  they  were  Moeht  to  be  smoked  oat,  and  this  iras  found  to  be  efficacious.  Bot 
when  the  "smudge"  became  exhausted  they  returned  in  force,  and  the  last  stage  of  the  afflic- 
tion was  not  unfrequently  worse  than  the  first.  Upon  a  trial  made  by  Dr.  Snow  to  relieve  the 
log  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Levy  and  family,  himaelf  and  myriads  of  the  pestiferous  tykes,  the 
fumily  made  a  narrow  oscnpe  from  smothering  to  death,  and  SToided  s  repetition  of  the  danger 
by  avoidinjg  its  cause  and  endeavoring  to  avoid  mosquitoes. 

Notwithstanding  these  incidents  the  people  were  happy,  and  when,  on  the  8d  of  July,  1846, 
Gspt.  Nichols,  from  filack  River,  moored  bis  raft  of  lumber  at  the  foot  of  Pearl  street,  and  an- 
nounced that  he  did  so  with  a  view  to  ct'lobrate  and  recreate  on  the  ensuing  anniversary  of 
American  independence,  every  effort  that  would  contribute  to  making  the  celebration  a  success 
was  promised.  Accordingly,  the  next  day  Mr.  Nieholi,  aceompanied  by  his  help,  came  ashore, 
and  rendezvousing  at  the  trading-posts,  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  selfsncrificc  of  Rev- 
olutionary patriots,  the  courage  they  evinced,  and  the  honor  that  was  duo  them,  in  a  manner 
appropriate  to  the  occasion,  concluding  their  morning  festivities  with  a  dinner  to  which  all  were 
isvitcd  to  become  guests.  After  tlic  edibles  and  still  more  potent  drinkables  had  been  adjusted 
to  the  crowd,  and  while  all  were  in  tbat  post-prandial  condition  of  good  humor  peculiar  to  the 
day  and  the  assemblage,  it  was  decided  that  the  ceremonies  would  be  decidedly  incomplete  unless 
the  observances  were  emphasized  by  a  speech  from  some  earnest,  If  the  reverse  of  silvery- 

tOOigued,  orator. 

This  duty  was  assigned  Nicholap  by  common  consent,  and  in  default  of  a  rostrum  per 
sn  inverted  hogshead  was  improvised  to  tbaa  service.  Mounted  upon  this  he  expatiated  at  length 
apon  the  glories,  the  sciences,  the  institutions,  and  the  laws  of  a  republic  that  dated  its  birth 
seventy  years  before.  lie  was  proceeding  quite  happily,  it  is  said,  evoking  encomiums  without 
hiuit,  and  applause  without  stint,  and  promised  an  indefinite  continuance.  Unhappily  for  the 
nibjeet  and  tne  day,  he  became  thirsty  at  one  of  his  most  eloquently  rounded  perioos,  and  beinr 
unable  to  resist  the  craving,  halted  in  his  address  and  called  for  water,  or  such  other  liquid 
remedial  agent  as  was  accessible.  This  was  obtained,  of  course,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  was 
adapted  successfully  employed  in  the  instance  under  consideration,  when  the  speaker  resumed 
tbs  thread  of  his  discoarss.  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  though,  before  the  weight  on  the  im- 
promptu stage  was  unexpfrtodlv  migmotitcd,  and,  yieldiriir  to  the  pressure,  incontinently  gave 
way.  While  the  cheers  hIiu  Ii  greeted  the  rhetorical  thunderbolts  Mr.  Nichols  was  launching 
iato  the  crowd  were  still  ringing,  that  gentleman  disappeared  into  the  inner  consciousness  of  the 
bogshead.  Those  who  surrounded  him  on  the  rostrum  were  precipitated  to  the  ground 
vhile  the  crowd  fled  in  all  directions,  and  the  festivities  were  suspended.  The  orator 
recovered  his  equilibrium  with  assistance,  and  upon  taking  an  inventory  of  his  injuries 
found  that  none  of  th(m  were  serious,  but  concluding  the  day  liad  been  kept  in  a  manner  both 
gfnial  arid  gonerons,  inclined  to  abstain  from  further  attempts.  The  next  moming,  before 
sun-up,  himself  and  crew  loosed  their  cables  and  went  sailing  down  the  river. 

This  was  the  first  celebration  of  the  national  anniversary  of  which  any  news  can  be  ob- 
tain^ and  was  doubtless  the  one  which  anticipated  all  others  which  have  been  undertaken  in 
La  Crosse.  There  was  a  notable  absence  of  ceremonials  peculiar  to  later  observances  of  the 
day,  but  it  is  remembered  by  those  who  were  then  present  and  still  survive  as  an  episode  in  the 
history  of  the  place  that  can  never  be  forgotten  or  belittled. 

During  this  year  the  Indians  were  numerous,  and  not  unfrequently  annoying.  They  con- 
stintly  haunted  the  trading  posts,  and,  unless  kept  under  careful  espionage,  did  not  hesitate  to 
appropriate  to  their  own  vses  property  to  which  parehasers  alone  were  considered  privileged. 
If  discovered  in  an  act  of  dishonesty,  the  discovery  was  a  source  of  chagrin  which  at  long  inter- 
vals culminated  in  attack,  in  which  the  white  always  came  out  best,  simply  because  he  was 
always  on  the  alert  and  prepared  to  resent  and  resist.  As  an  example,  the  experience  of  Mr. 
I«V7  nay  be  oited :  In  Septembor  of  this  year  he  had  sold  sn  Indian  some  article  which  the 
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mentel    aftermarth  "  of  the  flavage  constrained  him  to  refuse  to  take.     Wheraopon  he 

dcmnnded  the  return  of  the  purchase  price,  which  was  refused.  Levy  and  Snow  frere  at  that 
timcbnaily  occupied  in  completing  their  dwelling,  and  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  manea- 
▼era  of  the  brooding  and,  as  the  sequel  proved,  resentful  Winnebago.  At  an  unexpected 
moment,  and  when  he  thought  himself  to  be  unobserved,  the  Indian  whipped  a  knife  out  of  hii 
belt  and  sprang  for  Mr.  Levy,  who  was  standing  some  distance  from  bis  assailant.  The  latter 
una  ahork  of  his  work,  and  Levy,  Beiain^ao  adse-nelve,  met  him  as  he  approached  with  a  powerftl 
blow,  inflicting  a  severe  wound  involving  the  fracture  of  an  arm,  and  thereby  saving  his  life. 
The  wounded  brave  retired  from  active  service  without  delay,  and  until  his  arm  was  restored  to 
its  pristine  strength  and  health  remained  secluded. 

Upon  another  occasion,  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  snrgeon  to  a  woandcd  cqnaw,  under 
the  following  circumstances  :  The  Indians  were  prdne  to  quarrel  among  themselves,  but  as  ia 
not  the  case  among  Anglo-Saxons,  squaws  were  rarely  the  occasion,  though  extremely  jeaioiu. 
When  one  of  the  gentler  lex  wu  **  led  astray,"  she  was  made  to  satisfy  ttie  vengeance  of  her 
husband  or  kindred.  At  the  time  referred  to,  a  buck  was  noticed  to  leave  one  of  the  village 
stores  hurriedly,  and  departing  into  the  high  grass  became  invisible.  Soon  after  a  squaw  rushed 
into  Levy's  store  holding  up  her  hands  to  her  face,  which  was  bleeding  profusely,  the  blood 
trickling  down  through  her  fingers.  Upon  inquiry  being  made,  she  refused  to  answer  as  to  the 
cause,  wlicreupnn  examination  was  made,  and  it  wns  fnun<l  that  her  husband,  or  some  one  in 
authority,  had  amputated  the  squaw's  nose,  and  that  she  was  enduring  the  pain  with  Spartan 
firmness,  rather  than  expose  the  disgrace.  But  Levy  refused  to  stand  by  without  ofiering  to 
relieve  her  affliction,  and  there  being  nothing  dee  available,  he  clapped  a  quid  of  tobacco  on  the 
wound,  which  caused  the  flow  of  blood  to  cease,  and  acted  in  the  nature  of  a  soothing  remedy, 
finally  effecting  a  cure,  which,  however,  was  far  from  perfect,  the  unfortunate  female  being 
marked  for  life. 

This  same  buck,  who  liad  decapitated  the  proboscis  of  his  wife,  while  in  the  village  one  dav. 
became  enraged  at  one  of  his  companions  and  rushed  upon  him  in  a  frenzy  of  madness  with  a 
drawn  knife  in  his  hand.  The  assault  was  irresistible,  and,  as  he  grasped  his  antagonist  by  the 
hair,  he  drove  the  deadly  weapon  down  through  his  face  and  mouth,  and,  before  the  force  of  the 
blow  was  broken,  the  knife  li.id  become  fast  in  the  victim's  lower  jaw,  from  which  its  removal 
was  apparently  impossible.  He  was  interrupted  befuro  being  able  to  repeat  the  vicious  attack, 
and,  after  tome  trouble.  Levy  succeeded  in  extricating  the  caura  of  the  wound.  Its  withdrawal 
was  followed  by  a  current  of  bright-rod  arterial  blood,  and  for  a  brief  period  it  seemed  as  if  his 
chances  to  chase  the  antelope  over  the  plain  or  engage  in  pursuits  so  congenial  to  the  sava^^e 
soul,  were  of  an  extremely  limited  character.  In  this  emergency,  the  tobacco  quid  was  again 
made  use  of  with  results  e()ually  as  gratifying  and  beneficial  as  upon  the  former  occasion. 

These  were  "ome  of  the  domestic  dramas  and  embryo  tragedies  to  which  the  early  settlers 
were  treated,  neither  class  of  which,  it  will  be  universally  admitted,  were  calculated  to  inspire 
the  intellectiial  or  excite  the  mirthful. 

CONTINUBD  IMPROVE.MKNTS. 

The  improvements  during  1846  were  neither  more  general  nor  expensiTC  than  bad  been 
those  of  the  previous  annual.    But  they  were  scarcely  needed,  it  may  be  said,  and  those  who 

were  on  the  ground,  beino;  coraf  )rtable,  felt  no  special  desire  to  consult  the  comfort  entirely  of 
those  who  had  not  at  that  time  united  their  fortunes  to  the  rising  village.  When  they  came,  it 
wonld  be  time  to  consummate  arrangements  looking  to  the  completion  of  improvements  that, 
until  the  happening  of  this  event,  could  only  be  projected.  When,  in  after  years,  the  predicti'ms 
made  in  behalf  of  La  Crosse  were  verified,  the  city  contained  a  large  number  of  improvements 
projected  at  this  time  by  the  men  who  were  then  in  the  front  ranks  of  enterprise,  and  erected 
aa  the  demand  for  them  materialized. 

Among  those  that  were  raised  into  prominence  in  1846,  was  the  bowling  alley  erected  by 
Myrick  &  Miller,  near  the  corner  of  Vine  and  Front  streets.    Gambling,  as  a  rule,  was  never 


Digitized  by  Google 


mSTORT  OP  LACROSSE  COUNTT. 


867 


to  any  extent  cultivated  in  La  Crosse,  and  this  applies  to  its  earlier  &s  well  as  its  later  days. 
That  indalged  in  was  mottly  among  boiitmen  or  Indians,  both  of  the  nomadie  classes  whose  per- 
manence of  abode  is  never  dociiled  upon.  The  games  of  the  former  were  those  usu  il  to  thr  river 
and  ten  pina,  of  the  latter  "  La  Croue,"  or  ball,  and,  when  an  opportunitr  waa  presented,  those 
re  which  the  pale-fiiee  excelled.  The  fluent  arrivttii  of  flat-boats  and  nftt  at  La  Orosse^  where 
t!i<  V  -Topped  for  supplies  and  other  purposes,  us  also  the  setnl-monthly  arrivals  of  steamers,  had 
made  the  village  quite  a  landing-place,  at  wliich  travelers,  raftsmen,  loffgers,  and  the  hni  poUoi, 
were  wont  to  resort  i'or  brief  periods.  This  fact,  and  the  further  fact  that  there  was  no  species 
of  amnsement  to  be  had,  governed  in  procuring  the  building  of  the  bowling  alley  during  the 
summer.  To  supply  this  demand,  then,  it  was  put  up  and  opened  previous  to  cold  weather. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  procuring  the  "tools"  and  equipments,  which  came  from 
mioos  points,  and  were  by  no  means  of  the  mathematical  exactness  in  dimensions  or  of  as  elegant 
finish  as  those  which  were  substituted  in  their  place  years  afterward.  The  pins  were  made  of 
soft  wood  and  architectural  extravagances,  it  is  said,  while  the  balls  were  constructed  of  almost 
any  substance,  the  chief  property  of  which  was  solidity  and  capacity  to  resist  damage,  pine  knots 
entering  largely  into  their  composition.  In  this  old  bsJl-alley,  doubtless,  many  an  exciting  game 
was  played,  in  which  reputation  for  skill  and  large  sums  of  money  were  the  stakes.  Whites 
and  Indians,  while  the  latter  remained  in  the  vicinity,  were  the  patrons,  the  victors  and  the  de- 
feated. The  old  bailding  has  long  since  been  tcwn  amy,  bnt  eonld  its  vails  recount  the  sooies 
«hich  have  been  witnessM  within  their  embrace,  how  much  could  be  related  that  would  amuse  and 
instruct. 

In  the  summer,  Levy  k  Snow  determined  to  enlarge  their  storage  and  residence  capacity, 
to  do  which  it  was  deeided  to  erect  a  new  house,  of  which  the  log  cabin  then  occupied  should 
become  an  addition.  This  question  being  disposed  of,  a  carpenter  named  Manahan,  from  Prai- 
rie du  Chien,  was  secured,  and  Mr.  Levy  proceeded  to  Black  Kivcr,  where  he  secured  the  neces- 
lary  lumber.  With  the  preliminaries  thus  arranged,  the  erection  of  the  house  was  began  and 
prosecuted  so  rapidly  that  its  completion  was  reached  in  September,  its  occupation  attained 
before  frost.  This  was  the  first  frame  building  erected  up  to  that  date  between  Prairie  du  Chien 
and  Ked  Wing. 

The  venture  of  Levy  ft  Snow  had  been  attended  with  success.   The  firm  had  prospered, 

and,  with  increasing  resources,  sought  to  improve  the  vicinity  as  a  point  of  attraction  for  f^tran- 
gers.  In  addition  to  other  uses,  the  new  house  was  utilized  for  hotel  purposes,  and  there  are 
reridents  of  Wisconsin  now  who  first  accepted  hospitality  in  that  frame  tavern  standing  at  the 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Front  streets,  where  to-day  the  International  proffers  shelter  and  enter> 
tunment  to  the  weary  and  hungry — for  a  consideration. 

The  house  answered  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  survived  the  rush  of  mat- 
ter and  the  wreck  of  things  temporal  until  1862,  when  it  went  up  in  flame  and  smoke  during 
flie  extensive  conflagration  which  swept  over  the  city  in  that  year. 

At  this  time  (1846),  the  population  of  the  present  county  did  not  exceed  twenty.  Besides 
Aoee  residing  in  the  village,  there  were  a  very  few  white  men  between  Fort  Snelfing  and  La 
Crosse,  and  scarcely  any  at  the  former  place  outside  the  garrison.  V>v\\s .  en  La  Cro-sse  and  Fort 
Winnebago  or  Portage,  there  were  few,  if  any,  whites.  Between  La  Crosse  and  Prairie  du 
Chien  there  was  a  Mr.  Metzger  on  the  ridge  twenty  miles  east ;  a  Mr.  ilazen  between  Viro<jua 
■ad  Prairie  da  Chien,  md  Mr.  Sterling,  Mr.  Graham  and  two  farmers  whose  names  cannot  be 
recalled,  near  Li!)(M  ty  Pole.  From  these  Statements  the  isolation  of  La  Grosse  can  be  regarded 
as  other  than  an  unsupported  assertion. 

In  the  fall  of  1846,  Levy  k  Snow  secured  a  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Prairie 
du  Chien  and  Fort  Snelling,  Levy  managing  the  transfer  from  the  former  point  to  La  Crosse, 
and  Snow  the  remainder  of  the  route.  The  pouch,  which  was  by  no  means  bulky,  was  borne 
on  horseback  behind  the  rider,  and  the  trip  was  made. 

Upon  one  of  these  excursions,  Mr.  Levy,  while  mounted  fell  throuj^h  the  ice  of  Mormon 
Creek,  narrowly  escaping  with  his  life.    He  wore  a  heavy  marine  hat  with  a  protruding  visor. 
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and,  as  he  plunged  into  the  water  head -Gr^t,  the  hiit  was  projected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent the  tiuid  entering  his  mouth  and  nostnlii,  and  after  a  short  delay,  be  "  righted "  and 
regained  solid  groand.   The  hone,  howevw,  was  lost,  and  the  mail  reemved  a  gratnitona  aad 

thorough  wotting. 

From  1845  to  1848,  the  population  of  the  county  remained  about  the  same ;  but  as  soon  u 
Wiaoonsin  passed  firotn  Territorial  oonditton  to  State  government,  immigration  began  to  flow  im 
from  all  quarters,  and  La  Crosse  received  considerable  accessions.  Those  who  came  were  of  the 
enterpri!=iing.  thrifty  chunicter,  which  has  aided  so  materially  in  the  development  of  the  great 
undertaking  that  met  them  at  the  threshold  on  their  arrival.  They  were  spared  many  of  the 
▼ideaitttdes  and  privations  to  which  the  pioneers,  who  bad  ventured  into  the  wilderness,  where 
no  white  man  was  known  to  have  lived,  had  been  subjected,  but  they  did  the  work  that  was  set 
before  tbem  with  fidelity,  and  upon  the  foundations  laid  by  Myricic,  Levy,  Miller,  Snow  and 
others,  erected  tiie  avper^stracture  of  a  mvnicipality  that  reflects  honor  upon  its  fennders, 
and  they  experienced  happier  times  too.  Far  happier  than  had  been  the  portion  of  men  who 
had  settled  in  other  parts  of  Wisconsin  at  an  earlier  day.  True,  the  Indians  yet  remained  a 
prominent  facto^  in  the  sum  of  every-day  life,  but  they  were  harmless,  contented  to  enjoy  the 
safer  excitements  of  the  chase,  than  decorating  their  belts  with  the  scalps  of  settlers.  As 
already  observed,  their  covetous  disposition  occasionally  manifeated  its  vitality  in  poaching  upon 
the  settlers'  stores.  Still,  their  position  as  dependents  was  maintained,  and  their  subordinate 
condition,  at  all  events,  until  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  La  Crosse  bailiwick,  preserved  one 
of  the  incidents  of  the  history  of  those  times. 

There  was  another  affliction  the  later  comers,  as  also  the  first  settlers,  were  spared ;  that 
was  the  panic  of  1837.  The  efiects  of  over-trading,  excessive  banlc  issues,  etc.,  were  not  visited 
upon  them,  but  they  were  aided  in  the  solution  of  life's  problem  by  the  fact  that  these  evils  had 
expended  their  force. 

Under  auspices  created  by  the  absence  of  these  hindrances,  the  year  1847  began  its  race 
with  Time.  The  prospects  bright  willi  promise,  seemed  to  have  firaiM  an  abiding-place  in  La 
Crosse  County  of  the  future.  The  picture  of  that  future  e.xposed  to  the  gaze  of  admirers  and 
the  world,  was  traced  in  brilliant  colors,  and  in  after  years,  this  speculative  clitboration  of  the 
country's  resources  was  fully  realized ;  the  dreams  of  wealth  they  begot  took  shape,  and  were 
resolved  into  substantial  fruitions.  The  current  of  events  whidi  may  be  said  to  have  begun  its 
flow  in  the  direction  of  permanent  success  about  this  time,  was  not  diverted  from  the  channel 
by  the  events  which  happened  in  succeeding  years.  The  scenes  of  to  day,  natural  results  of  a 
wise  policy  prompting  action  among  these  beginners,  are  changed  indeed,  from  those  of  thirty 
years  back.  The  arts  of  peace  have  been  so  indulgently  nurtured,  and  so  steadily  snstuned,  as 
that  they  have  borne  fruits,  some  tenfold  and  some  an  hundred  fold  to  magnify  the  age  and 
agencies  in  which  they  were  born,  and  by  which  they  were  perfected.  Blessed  be  the  day  when 
the  human  mind  awoke  to  freedom,  and  when  th^  human  race  were  released  from  an  enchant- 
ment that,  during  a  lees  happier  age,  enslaved  them. 

THE  WntSX  SQtTB. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  events  of  1847  was  the  first  birth.  This  is  always  an  impor- 
tant circumstance  in  every  newly-settled  community,  and  adds  a  cubit,  as  it  were,  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  vicinity,  as  also  to  the  stature  of  those  more  immediately  interested.  The  case  io 
point  doubtless  failed  to  prove  the  rule,  by  proving  to  be  an  exception.  It  was  a  daughter  to 
the  fiunily  of  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  named  Martha.  Ge(nge  Fetherlein,  ah  industrious  German, 
who  came  in  this  year  with  a  company  of  five  of  the  same  nationality,  consisting  of  FetherlMU 
and  wife,  Valentine  Dinuinger  and  wife,  and  a  young  man  named  Phillip. 

The  stranger  who  first  announced  her  presence  in  La  Crosse,  in  notes  of  infant  melody, 
was  warmly  welcomed  it  is  said,  and  made  to  feel  as  much  at  home  as  the  oldest  inhabitant. 
She  was  an  object  of  interest  to  residents  and  strangers,  and  grew  to  womanhood  under  the 
name  of  Martha ;  she  lived  at  last  accounts  hi  Illinois. 
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Dinninger  was  employpd  by  Mr.  Levy,  and  lived  in  the  log  cabin  put  up  by  Asa  Wfiite, 
near  Gand's  old  FroDt  street  brewerj.  He  died  in  after  years,  and  his  widow  became  Mrs. 
Hogge,  who  resided  after  her  second  marriage  on  a  ftnn  near  State  Road  Oooley.  Phillip  lived 
with  Fettcrlein  and  wife,  passing  his  time  daring  the  Winter  in  renovating  and  mending  saddleB, 
harness,  etc.,  for  settlers.  In  the  summer,  he  was  accustomed  to  supply  customers  and  passing 
boats  with  fish,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  comfortable  living.  In  1854,  while 
he,  in  company  with  Tethcilein,  were  eroesing  the  river  in  a  skiff,  the  craft  was  swamped  by  the 
swell  of  a  passing  steamer  and  sank,  carrying  the  occupantBof  the  frul  boat  to  the  bottom  before 
aid  could  be  provided  to  save  them  from  a  watery  grave. 

CARBBR  OF  HON.  TIMOTHY  PriiN?. 

Some  time  during  this  year  (1847),  it  is  believed  Hon,  Timothy  Burns,  afterward  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  a  gentleman  who  contributed,  both  individually  and  through  others, 
to  making  La  Croeee  what  it  now  ie,  was  passing  the  present  site  of  the  city.  It  was  then  a 
collection  of  log  houses,  with  Levy's  hotel  and  Myrick  &  Miller's  trading-post,  the  most  elabo- 
rately constructed  establishments  to  attract  attention.  There  were  no  trees  or  shrubbery  of  any 
kind  irom  the  river  to  the  bluffs,  and  the  appearance  of  things  "  then  bore  little  resemblance 
to  that  which  grew  np  in  after  years.  Tet  Mr.  Burns  was  captivated  by  the  location  of  the 
town  for  business  purposes,  and  halted  and  examined  into  the  commercial  prospect,^  thereof. 
This  occupied  some  time,  and,  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the  facts,  he  became  thoroughly 
eoovinoed  that  there  were  few  sites  on  the  river  possessing  the  advantages  of  La  Orosse,  and 
decided  to  remove  here  so  soon  as  he  should  be  able  to  effect  arrangements  fm  that  purpose. 

lie  was  one  of  the  remarkable  men  great  enterprises  produce,  and  to  him,  more  than  any 
one  individual,  it  is  said  La  Crosse  is  indebted  for  her  present  prosperity.  He  was  born  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  May  31, 1820,  and,  while  yet  an  infant,  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America, 
landing  in  Now  York.  Here  he  remained  until  1H37.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  immigrated 
to  Wisconsin,  and,  settling  iu  Iowa  County,  where  he  engaged  in  mining,  so  continuing  until 
1844,  when  he  was  electM  Sheriff ;  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  m  1846,  re-elected  in 
1848,  and  chosen  Speaker  at  that  session.  UpOO  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  member  of  the 
Legislature,  Mr.  Burns  became  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Pablic  Works^  and, 
in  1851,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State. 

In  1850,  he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  which  be  foresaw  was  destined  to  beoome  one  of  the 
leading  cities  of  the  State,  investing  largely  in  land.  At  one  time,  he  owned  one-quarter  of  the 
original  town  site.  Uis  interest  and  efforts  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  city  he  had 
■elected  as  a  home,  and  his  pnnninenee  in  State  affairs,  made  hfm  a  favored  object  by  his  fhnow> 
otinms  for  the  bestowal  of  such  official  and  honorary  confidences  as  was  within  their  power. 
These  included  the  chairmanship  of  the  fir!*t  Town  Board,  that  of  the  first  County  Board,  the 
6r8t  County  Judge,  and,  as  stated.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State. 

His  career,  however,  af^  his  elevation  to  the  oiBce  of  Deputy  Executive  of  the  State,  was 
of  brief  duration.  Darin*;  the  incumbency,  he  visited  !i  brother-in-law,  Warren  Johnson,  of 
1a  Fayette  County,  and  while  here  was  prostrated  by  an  attack  of  bilious  fever.  Every  attention 
WW  paid  to  the  in^id  medical  skill  oonld  suggest,  and  his  convalesenoe  hastened  by  the  loving 
devotion  of  fi'iends  and  relatives,  enabled  him  in  the  fall  of  1853  to  undertake  the  trip  home- 
ward. He  reached  La  Crosse  in  an  exhausted  condition,  and  was  borne  from  the  boat  to  his 
residence,  whence  he  never  more  departed  until  carried  to  the  tomb,  universally  mourned  by 
dtisens  and  friends,  whose  admiration  and  oonfidence  he  had  done  so  much  to  attract. 

The  death  of  a  man  so  enterprising,  so  public-spirited  and  of  so  commendable  ambition  as 
that  expressed  in  the  character  of  Gov.  Burns,  could  bo  no  less  than  a  deplorable  misfortune  to 
^  %tate,  the  constituency  he  represented,  and  the  city  whose  prosperity  and  permanent  good 
he  eo  sincerely  and  earnestly  sought  to  promote.  He  gave  his  support  must  cheerfully  to  any 
meritorious  undertaking,  and,  his  advocacy  of  a  movement  for  the  public  benefit,  invariably 
added  an  impetus,  and  caused  its  advance  toward  the  witihed-for  consummation.    In  private 


Digitized  by  Google 


tro 


HISTOBT  OF  LACB06SE  COUNTY. 


lift,  his  character  was  above  reproach,  and  refracted  its  rays  of  excellence  apon  his  official 
Otttter. 

TiiG  following  from  the  La  Crosse  Demoerat  of  Sept.  21, 1853,  on  the  deoeesed,  will  eon- 
mend  itself: 

By  a  mo.Ht  calamitoua  stroke  of  Divino  Providence  wo  are  ibis  morning  called  upon  to  chronicle  the  decei«  .jf 
|]|f  4nost  prominent  citizen  of  our  v)ll(i|;o. 

Hon.  Timothy  Burns,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  died  iil  his  residence  this  moruinj;.  at  a  little  put  12 
o'clock,  of  billidus  fever.  His  fnmily  had  been  visiting  their  relatives  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  for  MTtni 
months  pt.oi,  where,  some  two  weeks  since  the  Governor  joiuml  them,  on  hU  w»j  to  the  Democratic  Sl«t«  Coavta- 
tioD,  a.H  A  <lelegate  from  this  Assembly  district.  While  visiting  with  his  fdmiljaitiM  residence  of  Warren  JohoMti 
Im.,  of  La  f  Matte  Coantj.  a  brother4n<]jiw,  he  wm  taken  down  with  a  Tioleat  attaek  of  the  tiiwew  with  wbieh  he 
dUd,  but  in  a  few  dajs  ao  fer  recovered  as  to  1m  able  to  start  fSr  home,  where  he  arrived  1^  the  ileaaMr  Dr.  Fnik. 
lin  Sunday  OTening  last,  Tery  much  fatiguefl,  and  exhibitintc  evident  symptoms  of  a  relapea.  Medical  aid  wt«. 
immediately  called,  but  the  disease  yielded  not  to  medical  ireiiimcnt  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  was  fblly  sen^ibk 
of  hiK  (lunger.  Durinjt  the  forenoon  of  Tnesdny  he  eipressed  a  >;oo'l  deal  of  anxiety,  ■■avl  a  .li-'irc  to  receiver  bui 
in  the  nt'ter  part  of  the  day  became  delirious,  and  later  in  the  evening  entirely  insensible,  in  which  siate  he  real^iDe«i 
until  his  death,  siirroundeii  by  his  family  and  friends.  KTeryihing  within  resch  of  human  aid  wu-^  lone  to  savt  hi> 
life,  "but  be  in  gone."  A  wife  loiiea  an  nffeciionale  hu.>!b«nd;  a  family  of  interesting  chiMren  «  noble  protector, 
brothers  and  siijit  rH  lii.<<e  (heir  adviser,  their  slatf ;  parents  h  ive  lost  the  child  of  their  young  atlHchment,  the  idol  of 
their  hearts,  and  auoh  a  aoa  as  nay  well  be  said  to  be  the  clorj  and  boner  of  their  gnj  hain.  Bat  this  ii  not  all 
The  Slau  haa  loet  one  of  its  noit  gifted  eititeos,  ita  aoaaMlB  one  of  the  meet  aoand,  eaergetie  minds  «f  wbieh  it 
cevid  boast.  Few  men  in  this  or  any  other  Stiate  bare  had  a  more  brilliant  political  career.  His  inllaeoce  hu 
probably  been  more  directly  felt  io  all  the  great  State  interests  generally,  and  the  all-absorbing  railroad  interesti 
especially,  than  th.it  of  any.  if  not  all  of  the  present  Si.itc  i  lniiniitration,  although  occupying  *  sec'^ndary  pfwi- 
tion.  He  was  11  man  of  )<ii|.(Tior  native  mind,  un<l  notwitli'-iHniiing  he  wa.-*  emphatically  whjit  is  termed  a Klf- 
mivlf  ■' man.  Ill-  |M,iiti,-al  career  hrid  not  ihiis  eniied  if  bin  liti'  li  i  l  been  -(pared  him.  And  yet.  there  is  one  iiK>r* 
sutferer — one  wlio  will  receive  and  feel  the  death  of  Gov.  Iturns  to  be  a  public  calamity — we  mean  the  young  city  of 
Ln  Crosae.  The  pioneer  and  founder  of  IjH  Crosse,  he  has  from  (he  first  made  it  his  idol,  and  with  an  ooUnag 
energj  and  seal  he  has  without  a  sincle  waiver  or  halt,  at  great  paraoaal  saerifioe  fiven  Areely.  the  whole  Mopt  af 
hla  powwlhl  aod  eomprehenrive  aiind— (be  whole  ftfoa  of  hie  eztaaaive  poUtioal  inliaeaee  to  (he  ftuthecaaee  sad 
aeanBijriiahBca(  of  her  interests.    La  Crosse  is  clad  in  mourning. 

Pamiant  (o  eall,  a  large  meeting  of  the  eiliiens  of  La  Crosse  was  held  at  the  eourt  bouse,  for  the  purp^ 
expressing  (ho  pablio  aentinNiit  oo  (ho  atoonftil  oeeaaloa  of  (ho  death  of  onr  laiBeB(ad  oitiMB,  Hoa.TiaN«bj 
Burns. 

The  meeting  wan  railed  to  or^ier  by  Col.  ("hilds,  who  appropriately  stated  the  object  of  the  ir  ectiuj^'.  and  SOW- 
inaied  William  Hand  for  Chainuan.  who  was  unaaimously  elected.    K.  Looney,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Secretary. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three,  oomposod  of  T.  Rodolpb,  S.  Chllda  and  GL  A.  StovoBa  woro  appoiatod  (e  diaft 
resolutions,  who  reporteil  the  following,  which  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  Ood,  in  His  inseniiable  wisdoai,  to  taho  fhNB  oar  midst  oar  fHead  and  M- 
low-oitiMB,  the  Hon.  Tinethy  Bams,  at  (ho  eariy  age  of  thiriy-threo  yean,  and  in  (ho  midat  of  a  brilliaat  sad  ass- 
fol  earoer,  (horefbre  bo  II 

Ruolptd,  That  in  tho  death  of  the  Hon.  Timothy  Rurn«.  the  .Stale  of  Wiicontin  has  lost  an  hone;>t  and  fuihfu! 
public  servant,  the  Northwest  one  of  the  most  upright  and  un&-isuming  political  men,  and  the  town  and  county  of 
l.a  rro-<He  the  f'>un<ler  of  her  pro^oritj,  the  eoulaot,  ott tiring  aod  vigilant  promoter  of  hor  wolfere,  and ihoisal-  ' 

ous  defender  of  her  inierc'its.  I 

Rrtohffl,  Thai  we  ileeply  sympathize  with  his  afflicted  family;  that  we  feel  (hat  wfailo hla paronta  have  lost  a 
dutiflil  son.  his  wife  and  children  a  tender  husband  and  a  lovintc  father,  his  brothers  and  sislera  a  kind  and  affraioa' 
ate  brother;  we  have  lost  a  true-hoartod  fHond,  ever  rea<ly  to  assist  the  needy,  to  give  counsel  to  the  inesperieDsed, 
and  whilst  eeohing  hia  owb  advaaeoaiont  never  loonng  sight  of  the  publio  good  and  the  advantage  of  his  new  h«M. 

Sttohtd,  That  wo  will  ever  cherish  his  memory  as  the  pioneer  of  La  Croese,  whoee  keen  eye  and  eaha  mi 
sagacious  mind  knew  how  to  appreciate  the  natural  and  geographical  advantage^i  of  La  Crosoe,  and  who  had  marked 
oat  fa  his  task  to  build  in  this  spot  a  city  that  would  be  second  to  none  in  uur  fair  Wisconsin,  who  would  doabdasB 
have  succeeded  had  life  boon  aparod  him,  and  who  has  aot  no  an  enamplo  of  paiaeiotanoa,  enotgy  and  eateryriss 

worthy  of  imitation. 

Kf„.irfd,  That  a  oopy  of  (hoae  roiolaitoDa  be  picaantod  (o  hia  ftndty,  and  (hat  (hay  ba  publlihad  in  (he  U 

Croese  [>> 

Rfolred.  That  as  a  token  of  respect  we  wear  the  usml  badge  of  mourning  for  ten  days. 
F.  M.  Kublee,  Esq..  offered  a  resolution  that  tho  storeo  and  oflhteo  bo  oloeed  after  12  o'olook  on  the  dajr  of  ike 
ftmeial,  wbieh  was  adopted. 

Ob  motion  a  oommittee  of  five,  ooaaiilfaf  of  S.  Chllda,  J.  H.  Levy,  F.  M.  RnUoe,  C.  A.  Stovaaa  and  C  T. 

Jaoeen  was  appointed  to  assist  in  making  suitable  armngemenls  tor  the  fkineral. 

The  subject  of  erectiiitr  a  nionuraetit  MVi>r  tli<-  ^.tiitc  of  Mr.  Burns  by  the  cititens  of  La  frosse.  was  called  ep 
by  F.  M.  Kublee,  Ks<|..  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  Thursday  evening  next,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  upta 
(Im(  subject.  WnuAH  HooD,  CMnaoa. 

B.  lAKtMSV,  Stcrttary. 
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A  8TIRRIR0  BVam. 

Ill  the  month  of  September  of  this  year,  1847,  m  drramstance  happened  which  created 
immense  excitement  among  the  residents  of  La  Crosse,  involving  the  character  atMl  reputation  of 
one  citizen  temporarily  bj  the  fear  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  crime  of  murder,  and  had  his  sus- 
pected ▼ietim  bem  Ibnnd  deed,  ee  be  was  at  one  time  likely  to  hare  been,  the  fiite  of  a  murderer 
would  doubtless  have  been  decreed  him. 

At  the  time  mentioned,  J.  M.  Levj  and  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  "  Scoots,"  were  elected  to  repre- 
MDt  this  portion  of  the  connty  to  attend  a  convention  to  be  held  at  Liberty  Pole  for  the  selection 
ofddegates  to  the  Constitutional  r\  invention  .about  to  be  reconvened  at  Madison,  the  labors  of  their 
eoovention  held  the  previous  year  Imving  been  rejected  by  tlie  people.  Accordingly  Levy  and 
Miller  proceeded  thither,  and  having  executed  the  trust  conBded  to  them,  retired  to  woo  "  tired 
Ditores  sweet  restorer '*  with  the  nnderrtaiiding  that  whoever  awoke  fint  the  following  morning 
should  call  the  one  who  remained  asleep.  It  happened  on  the  ensuing  morning  that  Miller  was 
the  first  to  greet  the  dawn  of  day,  but  neplectcd  to  summon  his  companion,  and  dopurted  with- 
•ut  him-  When  Mr.  Levy  resumed  consciousness,  it  was  to  a  realizing  sense  that  he  was  alone, 
tnd  hurrying  preparations  finally  started  off  in  pursait  of  the  departing  colleague.  En  route 
Mr.  Levy  followed  an  entirely  new  trail  by  which  ho  ovcrtonk  Miller  distant  five  miles  from  the 
point  of  departure.  They  journeyed  together  for  a  considerable  distance,  when  Levy  alighted 
from  bis  horse  to  pick  np  something  that  he  had  accidentally  dropped.  At  this  jnnctare,  Mil- 
)  Ik's  horse  becoming  frightened  and  unmanageable,  rushed  wildly  off,  and  before  its  rider  could 
retrain  control  had  put  quite  a  distance  between  himself  and  Levy.  The  latter  jogcjed  on  for 
9«'veral  hours  without  coming  up  with  Miller,  and  at  last  awoke  to  the  cheerful  conviction  that 
lost  in  the  woods  he  might  wander  at  will  for  an  indefinite  period  without  satislmetory  results. 
He  took  courage  with  the  thought  however  that  his  absence  would  cause  the  neighbors  to  insti- 
gate a  s^rch,  also  he  was  proof  against  despair,  and  able  to  contend  with  misfortune  for  several 
days.  Notwithstanding  these  encouraging  incidents,  the  victim  was  far  from  enjoying  that  peace 
of  mind  which  he  enjoyed  at  home  and  among  friends. 

That  day  he  subsisted  on  wild  plums  and  acoms,  and  when  darkness  fell  from  the  wings  of 
night,  be  tethered  his  horse,  built  a  fire  to  protect  him  from  the  attacks  of  prowling  wolves,  and 
Itj  down  to  dreams  that  no  one  would  presume  to  call j|>leasant 

In  the  meantime.  Miller  reached  honein  nfe^,  after  ^htfk,  and  little  anxiety  wa.s  felt  for  the 
I  »fety  of  Levy.    But  when,  on  the  following  morning,  it  was  ascertained  that  Miller  had  arrived 
I  lolaA,  the  question  was  naturally  suggested  as  to  what  had  become  of  his  companion.  This  interro- 
i  grtny  bettme  more  empbatie  when  it  was  further  known  that  Miller's  condition  and  appearance 
teresuch  as  to  create  grave  suspicions  in  the  minds  of  tlie  most  equitable  that  he  was  personally 
ntpoDsible  for  the  deep  damnation  of  Levy's  taking  off.    He  had  returned  without  blanket  or 
f  male,  scratched  and  wounded,  with  his  arm  in  a  sling,  and  altogether  appearing  as  one  who  had 
nutsined  severe  injuries  in  an  encounter.   That  morning  he  was  visited  by  Dr.  Snow  and  inter- 
fo^ateil  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Levy,  to  whom  he  stated  ''he  didn't  know  ;  he  didn't  start  with 
ae. '  To  another  he  answered,  "Levy  had  probably  gone  to  Prairie du  Chien  ;  "  to  still  another, 
tbthe  was  en  route  to  Black  River,  probably;  and  to  Mrs.  Levy  reports  equally  as  improbable 
unsatisfactory.    These  contradictory  stories,  the  peculiar  conduct  of  Miller,  his  suspicious 
wtions  and  rambling  remarks,  combined  to  confirm  the  belief  of  those  who  ungurcd  liim  a  mur- 
iwerand  induce  a  conclusion  among  those  who  refused  to  be  governed  by  appeiiriinces  alone, 
tbat  he  would  experience  considerable  difficulty  in  proving  his  innocence.    While  these  opinions 
anl  beliefs  wore  being  mooted.  Miller  remained  glum,  eccentric,  inaccessible.    He  seemed  to 
take  no  thought  of  the  conseouences  or  to  hurry  out  to  meet  trouble. 

While  this  was  the  oonaition  of  affairs  in  La  Crosse,  Levy  was  battling  with  hunger,  deso- 
ation  and  renewed  difBculties  in  the  woods.    His  position  was  critical,  and  his  emotions  must 
li&vebeen  the  reverse  of  plensing.    On  the  second  day  of  his  solitude,  he  woke  from  a  troubled 
,  ilamber,  and  having  breakfasted  on  the  only  edible  accessible  to  research,  the  same  that  fur- 
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nished  him  his  food  the  <lay  preceding:,  he  resumed  hia  wanderings,  hoj)ing  before  night  to  r«!t 
from  his  labors.  The  daj  passed,  and  no  sign  of  eaeoaragernent  lightened  its  gloom.  Plaou 
and  aaonu,  «  fire,  s  bed  of  leaves,  dttHnwss,  desolation,  despair — such  were  his  snrroandiofi, 
snoh  bis  oampstniONi  Ike  second  night  in  the  forest.  On  the  following  morning,  while  listlessly 
sUsmg,  his  ears  were  gratified  by  the  sound  of  a  steamer  near  by.  U'ith  shouts  of  tlianksgir- 
ing  he  caught  his  horse,  and  mounting  the  faithful  animal,  surted  in  the  direction  of  the  river, 
to  which  he  was  guided  by  tha  steady  palT  from  the  esoape-pipe  and  regular  working  of  tfw 
machinery. 

The  same  night,  affairs  at  La  Crosse  had  nearly  culminated.  If  Mr.  Levy  failed  to  return 
by  the  next  morning,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  at  once  to  Prairie  da  Ohien  and  procure  Miller's 
apprehension.  The  condition  of  affairs  at  the  home  of  the  missing  man  was  scarcely  les^  de- 
plorable than  with  himself.  As  Mrs.  Levy  would  go  out  into  the  night  in  the  vain  hope  that 
she  might  hear  of  or  from  her  husband,  the  howl  of  the  wolf  drove  her  back  with  the  conscioos 
conviction  that  he  would  return  no  more.  Upon  her  retnrn  to  the  honee,  she  was  obliged  to 
pick  her  way  through  a  mob  of  drunken  raftsmen  who  occupied  the  rooms  and  hallway  of  her 
home,  and,  returning  to  the  family  room,  pass  the  weary  hours  with  memory  and  in  tears. 

Wh«i  the  mommg  dawned,  Mr.  Levy  failing  to  appear. ;) reparations  were  mde  to  ezeaitedit 
decision  of  the  previous  evening  to  cause  the  arrest  of  Miller.  The  raftnnen,  who  had  been 
drinking  the  night  before,  were  somewhat  tardy  in  their  departure,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly 
10  o'clock  that  they  were  ready  to  loosen  the  hawsers  and  continue  their  trip  to  the  Gulf.  At 
this  juncture,  and  before  the  raft  upon  which  Snow  had  embarlced,  parted  from  the  shore.  Levy 
was  noticed  in  the  distance  and  drew  rapidly  into  view  of  the  surprued  and  delighted  ne^ben, 
for  all  bad  given  him  up  for  dead. 

When  the  river  was  mohed  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  related  Mr.  Levy,  he  cast 
adrift  into  the  water  to  ascertain  the  direction  it  was  flowing,  and  this  decided,  he  resumed  his 
hunt  for  the  abode  of  some  one  who  would  enlightoii  liirn  as  to  where  he  was.  After  a  brief  hunt 
for  this  haven  of  deliverance,  he  reached  Philip  Young's  cabin,  half  starved,  naked  and  more 
nearly  resembling  the  Sancho  Pansa  of  Spanish  romance  than  the  spirit  of  enterprise  whidi  he 
was,  in  fact,  of  more  modern  times. 

The  result  of  his  coming  suspended  operations  looking  toa  iudicial  investigation,  the  fatted 
calf,  metaphorically  speaking,  was  killed,  ror  he  that  was  lost  had  returned.  Both  made  nar- 
row escapes  fifom  violent  deaths,  and  <me  of  them  still  survives  to  recount  his  experience  on 
those  eventful  days. 

This  year  was  characterised  by  an  immrase  freshet  in  Black  River,  and  its  Cribniariea.  The 
rains  had  been  frequent  and  heavy,  and  the  currents  of  these  streams  swollen  to  th«r  utmost 

tension  poured  forth  their  surplus  waters  into  the  Mississippi  and  about  thp  surrounding  country, 
carrying  ruin  and  desolation  wherever  it  tided,  and  leaving  its  murks  for  mouths  following  the 
decline. 

As  one  of  the  consequenros  of  this  unprecedented  flood,  f^ickne'^^  broke  out  in  the  lumber 
camps.  Fever  of  a  very  malarious  type  spread  among  the  loggers,  raftsmen  and  mechanics,  and, 
through  some  unexplained  eirenmstance  or  eombination  m  circumstances,  before  the  disease 
could  be  oheeked  it  became  epidemic.  The  care  and  attention  which  could  be  afforded  at  bestu 
the  lumber  rampa,  was  scarcely  equal  to  that  required  for  complete  recovery,  and  when  the  epi- 
demic set  in,  the  agencies  necessary  to  providing  for  the  sick,  not  less  than  burying  the  dead, 
were  not  to  be  had.  The  result  was  that  many  of  those  who  had  been  preserved  from  attack, 
fled  to  points  on  the  river  and  elsewhere,  as  security  against  the  disease — those  afl9icted  to  b.- 
nursed  back  to  health,  and  those  convalescing,  for  a  change  of  scene  to  revive  their  almost  para- 
lysed vitalities. 

A  by  no  means  limited  per  cent  from  all  the  dssses  cited  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  the  pres- 
ent city  for  a  spell  (relates  Mr.  Myrick)  bore  more  the  appearance  of  a  hospital  than  an  am- 
bitious village.    A  large  proportion  of  those  who  reached  this  point  recovered,  but  some  died 
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and  were  buried  in  the  churchyard  improvised  on  the  knoll  at  an  earlier  day.  With  the  close  of 
Uie  warm  period  the  disease  lapsed,  but  whether  from  lack  of  material  to  operate  upon  or  because 
it  had  mn  its  eontse,  scientific  research  hu  (ailed  to  promulgate. 

The  village,  at  the  close  of  this  year,  waH  more  a  villnge  in  fact  than  in  name.  Houses  had 
become  rather  more  t»  etae  than  in  futuro^  and  the  prognostications  be^an  to  be  more  confidently 
expressed  as  to  what  the  ensuing  y^r  would  develop.  The  ee— Iry  tributary  waa  being  settled 
bv  farmers,  including,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned,  the  furms  of  Miller  on  Upper  Cooley, 
Mjrick's  farm  in  the  same  locality,  Cameron's  farm,  that  of  White  and  the  Bunnell  property. 
Asyetj  there  was  no  stage,  jprobably  because  there  were  no  roads.  Excursions  were  made  on 
hoiwbidfc,  and,  when  neeessity  required,  on  foot.  The  mail  came  once  in  two  weeks  in  summer 
by  canoe,  steamer  or  horse  as  the  case  happened  to  be,  an<\  in  tlie  winter  by  a  French  or  dog 
train.  There  were  no  amusement  of  any  kind,  save  cards  and  ten  pins,  no  schools ;  and,  until 
the  year  1849,  whenever  u  sermon  was  heard  or  the  word  of  God  spoken,  it  was  from  the  deck  of  a 
pa.««ing  steamer,  whereon  a  traveling  miasionaiy  was  entmrt^ned  as  a  paasrager.  In  the  fiiU  of 
1^9,  however,  this  was  changed. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  St.  John's  Day  (June  24),  occurred  the  first  preaching  within 
the  surveyed  limits  of  La  Crosse.  The  services  were  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  and  conducted  by 
the  Revs.  Dr.  Breck.  Wilcox  Merrick  and  Deacon  Ilolcomb.  In  the  morning,  an  excursion 
j  was  made,  and  a  cross  erected  ut  tiio  end  of  Main  street,  in  the  shadow  of  the  bluffs,  and  in  the 
aftcni(H)n  at  Mr.  Levy's  house,  where  a  daughter  of  ^*  Sooot's  "  Miller  was  baptised.  They  were 
attended  by  residents  for  miles  around,  and  a  fervent  feeling  was  doubtless  manifested  upon  so 
grave  and  suggestive  an  occasion — an  occasion  when  a  public  acknowledgment  of  thegoodness 
sf  God  to  the  children  of  mei)  was  first  made  in^is  temples,  on  the  shores  of  the  Fkther  of 
Waters,  by  the  residents  of  La  Crosse  County. 

In  addition  to  the  names  of  those  already  quoted  as  having  come  in  during  1847,  the  follow- 
ing are  to  be  added,  as  the  claim  is  made  of  their  arrival  here  in  the  fall  of  the  same  season: 
Peter  Ebner  and  wife,  Felix  Kaiser  and  wife,  Mr.  Doerflinger  and  family  and  Jose{)h  Ebner  and 
siit«r.  Joseph  Bttbsequendy  nuuried  has  brother  Peter's  widow,  while  the  sister  beeame  a 
Mrs.  Baker. 

Beyond  the  unexpeeted  mortality  occasioned  among  the  settlers  from  ^.Blaek  River  and  the 

wanderings  of  Mr.  Levy,  no  event.s  ui  cut  rod  during  1847  that  have  been  heard  of  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  comment.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  business  and  improve- 
mmts,  as  also  the  sources  of  labor  and  independence,  came  to  a  stand-still.  The  sick  were  aided 
'0  far  as  it  could  be  done,  and  the  dead  buried  by  the  Samaritan  citizens,  who,  in  times  of  dan- 
ger and  tribulation,  rise  up  as  unexpectedly  as  dispensations  of  Providence.  So.  too,  when  the 
tOQtinaed  absence  of  Mr.  Levy  caused  fe.irs  as  to  his  fate,  the  utmost  sympathy  was  expressed, 
•  willingness  to  probe  the  mutter  thoroughly  manifested,  and  his  return  warmly  greeted. 

By  1848,  the  population  of  the  county  had  not  measurably  increa-sed.    The  major  portion 
of  those  who  were  credited  on  the  census  roll  resided,  of  course,  at  the  village  and  its  immediate 
vidnity.   The  improvements  were  still  of  a  nominal  character.    Main  street,  as  now  described, 
an  unimproved  dirt  road,  rendered  impassable  nearly  all  the  time,  either  by  mud  or  sand. 
Tiie  present  city  site  was  a  vast  prairie,  with  the  hills  in  the  distance  rich  in  their  garniture 
of  grasses  and  flowers,  while  off  to  the  north  and  on  the  islands  that  divided  the  Mississippi 
'  pposite  the  city,  were  the  resting-places  of  the  Winnebago  and  otiier  tribes  of  Indians.  To* 
<lay  s  visitor  to  La  Crosse  would  hardly  receive  a  description  of  the  country  as  it  was  forty  years 
^0-   The  landscape,  now  dotted  with  handsome  residences,  beautiful  gardens,  expensive  im- 
pmvenente,  and  all  that  can  contribute  in  the  remotest  defcree  to  render  life  comfortable,  was  an 
almost  endless  waste  of  sand,  with  very  little  to  attract  even  casual  observation.     Its  location, 
however,  had  persuaded  the  pioneer  settler  who  still  resided  here  to  break  ground  six  years  be- 
and  his  example  bad  obtained,  though  slowly,  until  a  population  of  neariy  twenty  souls 
congregated  here  to  grow  up  with  the  town  and  participate  in  such  benefita as  should  thero* 
after  accme  to  tiiem  as  a  reward  for  their  enterprise  and  patience.   The  embarrassments  inci< 
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dent  to  eBtaUishing  a  eettlement  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  were  sabjeeted  to  their 

imposition.  In  some  cases  these  embarrassments  were  augmented  by  trials  growing  out  of  de- 
fective titles,  it  requiring  the  most  uncompromising  labor  to  preserve  the  claim  in  some  instaooM. 
Happily,  however,  these  cases  were  not  numerous  about  La  Crosse. 

The  summer  of  1848  wa<4  a  proloiigntion  of  the  Spring,  which  bad  been  beautiful  beyond 
comparison.  It  dawned  upon  La  Crosse  ri(  !i  in  the  promise  of  a  season  that  had  been  prophetic. 
Hudi  of  what  was  hoped  for  during  the  previous  year  was  realized.  Emigration  was  still  lim- 
ited, but  those  who  arrived  increased  the  Talue  of  material  interests  in  their  new  home.  Th* 
Indians  were  removed  *o  other  points,  and  their  huts  gave  place  in  some  instances  to  more  sub- 
stantial and  gratifying  evidences  of  enterprise  and  thrift.  More  regular  communication  «as 
established  between  points  above  and  below ;  farms  were  cnlHvated,  aud  every  reeouroe  availabls 
at  that  early  day,  tending  to  develop  the  oonntry,  was  employed  with  moderate  sueeess. 

nRST  LAND  SALB8. 

in  1848,  the  land  of  La  Crosse  County  came  into  market  and  entries  were  made  at  Mineral 
Point.  Tliis  was  ultimately  the  origin  of  land  companies  organized  elsewhere  to  purchase  lanik 
in  newly  settled  portions  of  the  country,  from  whose  rapacity,  however,  La  Crosse  was  in  a  • 
measure  protected.  They  were,  in  most  instances,  of  spontaneous  growth  and  development, 
without  any  solidity  or  character,  and  in  some  cases  were  born,  matured,  and  reached  decrepi- 
tude and  forgelfulness  the  same  day.  In  bubsequent  years,  it  may  be,  land  speculators  aud 
operators  were  numerous  about  Lb  Crosse,  iii  the  city  and  county,  but  at  this  period  they  bad  not 
made  their  wolfish  visitation,  their  manner  of  dealing  and  the  characteristics  they  manifested  ^ 
when  they  did  come  being  reserved  for  the  future  to  disclose.  •  j 

The  first  to  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  land  otlice  in  Mineral  Point,  upon  its  becoming 
aoosssible  to  settlers  from  this  section,  were  N.  M yrick,  Samuel  Snow,  Asa  White,  J.  M.  Levy 
and  Peter  Cameron,  who  went  thither  to  prove  up  the  claims  they  ha  1  miule  at  La  Crosse  and 
vicinity.    The  route  taken  by  the  travelers  was  hence  to  the  liidge,  and  thence  direct  by 
military  road  to  Mineral  Point.    The  trip  then  occupied  some  thirty>six  hours,  and  the  same 
time  back,  those  going  being  obliged  to  remain  at  Mineral  Point  two  days  before  they  eoold obtain 
their  turn  and  dispose  of  their  business.    This  done,  they  returned  to  La  Crosse  socure  in  the  , 
title  to  their  several  claims,  an'l  more  encouraged  and  prepared  to  offer  inducemeats  to  settlers  I 
than  ever  before.    But  none  came  to  either  canvass,  decline  or  accept  theee  inducements.  Con-  i 
sidering  the  advantages  of  the  site,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  for  two  years,  no  sottIer> 
expressed  a  desire  to  join  issue  with  the  situation,  and  the  case  thus  being  made  up,  submitted  ib> 
decision  to  the  lo^c  of  events  that  brawn  and  brain  should  in  the  future  develop. 

RE.MOVAL  OF  THK  INDIANS. 

In  the  spring  of  1848.  arrangements  were  inaugurated  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  to  some  distant  point  where  the  aggressions  of  civilisation  Inul  not  yet  manifested  them- 
selves, and  trf  wliifl>  it  might  he  years  before  they  would  exteiul.  .\nd  here  may  be  relate!  an 
incident  of  Indian  character  which  will  illustrate  one  of  the  reasons  why  their  intimate  ascKicia- 
tion  was  not  desired  by  the  whites. 

During  the  wintW,  their  removal  had  been  agitated,  and  a  band  laden  with  furs  1  id  en 
camped  at  uie  foot  of  the  bluffs  at  some  distance  from  the  city,  preparatory  to  negotiating  the 
sale  of  their  peltries.  Having  communicated  ^eir  desiics  to  Mr.  Levy,  and  engaged  with  lum 
to  visit  their  camp  the  succeeding  day.  they  departed.  In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  Mr. 
Levy  and  an  assistant  started  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  and  traveleil  all  day  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  camp.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  he  reached  the  objective  point  of  his  journey,  and 
haltsd  at  a  distance  from  the  Indian  wigwams.  It  being  late,  he  suggested  to  them  that  | 
they  postpone  trading  until  the  next  day.  But  tliey'd  noue  of  it,  and  acting  upon  the  apparent 
desire  of  the  savages,  trading  was  commenced  while  yet  the  light  remained.  By  using  expedi- 
tion and  avoiding  disputation,  the  trades  were  concluded  by  dusk,  and  each  sought  thdr  campe 
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for  the  night — the  one  to  plan  to  prey,  and  the  other  to  plan  an  escape  ;  for  while  the  salee 
were  in  progress,  the  companion  of  Levy  heard  them  conspiring  to  steal  back  the  skins  while 
tbeir  parchasers  slept,  and  secure  them  at  any  sacrifice.  So  aa  soon  as  the  purchases  could 
be  aecsrely  packed  on  the  sleigh,  the  traders  hitched  up  their  team,  and  by  very  earafal  roaQ> 
:\_'emerit  were  enabled  to  elude  tiie  vigilance  and  cunning  of  the  savages,  and  get  out  of  their 
reach.  They  traveled  all  nisht,  and  reached  home  at  daylight  the  next  morning,  happy  in 
dieir  good  fortnne,  while  the  Indians,  on  discovering  their  escape,  as  was  afkerward  ascertained, 
pnnced  about  with  fury  and  disappointment. 

When  the  decision  to  remove  the  savages  to  Crow  River  Reservation  was  promulgated,  as 
may  be  readily  inferred,  it  was  not  accepted  with  a  spirit  of  resignation  or  willing- 
BMS  to  accept  the  situation.  The  Indian  character  is  notoriously  deficient  of  those  char- 
acteristics which  bree<l  these  excellent  virtues.  On  the  contrary,  they  swore  they  would  not  go, 
and  employed  every  means  available  or  to  be  availed  of  to  give  emphasis  to  this  determination. 
D«ady  and  hia  band  were  particularly  severe  in  th«r  dennndation  of  the  move,  and  specially 
'l-'termined  not  to  go.  In  ^lay,  the  excitement  ran  high,  and  fears  of  trouble  were  expressed. 
During  that  month,  a  number  of  the  bead  men  among  the  Indians  soa^ht  Mr.  Levy  and  asked 
permission  to  hold  a  ooancil  in  his  house,  which  was  granted  on  condition  that  the  narticipantt 
remained  sober  and  refrained  from  manifesUng  too  much  war  spirit.  They  accepted  those  stip- 
uUtions  and  returned  to  their  camp,  a  short  distance  up  the  river.  The  next  morning,  the 
river  was  crowded  with  canoes,  filled  with  Indians  painted  to  represent  them  in  the  most  unami- 
aUemood,  with  feathers  in  thdr  hair  and  other  evidences  of  warlike  intentions.  The  spectacle 
while  aboriginal,  and  in  .some  respects  attractive,  was  not  calculated  to  inspire  the  settlers  with 
a  peace  of  mind  indescribable,  but  the  boata  were  rowed  to  the  village,  where  they  unloaded, 
vA  the  march  to  Levy's  honse  began. 

Upon  reaching  that  domicile,  they  were  surprised  to  find  it  locked,  as  Mr.  Levy  had  omitted 
to  mention  the  matter  to  his  wife,  and  she,  fearful  of  an  attack,  had  closed  up  the  premises  and 
radred  to  an  inner  room  for  safety.  After  some  delay,  admission  was  obtained  and  the  pow- 
vov  carried  on  in  the  dining  room,  each  Indian  with  a  pipe  betwixt  lus  teeth  smoking,  reilect- 
iog  and  expectorating  with  a  solemnity  that  would  have  dcfioil  the  profundity  of  a  philosopher 
to  imitate  or  emulate,  and  secured  for  each  the  lasting  di.scust  of  Mrs.  Levy.  Here  they  re- 
nuned  for  two  hours  perhaps,  when,  having  concluded  their  oosinees,  they  vacated  the  premises 
and  returned  whence  they  carne,  their  canoes  plowing  the  waves  of  the  river,  the  surface  of 
which  appearing  ia  the  sunlight  bright  and  sparkling  as  the  burniibed  shield  of  Achilles. 

There  was  no  trouble  resulting  from  the  council,  neither  was  die  declrion  to  move  them 
afectcd  thereby.  Communications  were  addressed  the  asAorities  at  Washington  by  those 
kindly  disposed  toward  them  to  which  no  attention  was  paid,  and  in  June,  tlioy  were  sent 
farther  West  to  grow  up  with  the  country,  accompanied  by  White,  Marks  and  Ilorton,  settlers 
in  La  Crosse.  In  1849,  those  who  escaped  the  first  emigration  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  their 
brethren,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  partnership  of  Levy  k  Snow  was  decided  and  accomplished 
upon  the  following  basis :  Snow  received  the  farm  at  the  mouth  of  State  Road  Cooley,  and 
Mvy  the  Spanlding  daim,  while  thecoods  in  stock  were  divided  between  them.  Subsequently 
Levy  purchased  the  daim  at  Ann  \l|^te^  and  came  into  posaeasion  of  about  one-fourth  of  the 
ri?cr  front. 

The  year  1849,  was  ratlier  more  eventful  than  1848  had  been.  The  country  was  then  a 
I  'lradise  lost  about  the  sources  and  tributaries  of  the  Mi.ssissippi.  It  has  since  become  a  para- 
1 regained,  with  enchanting,  unlimited  p-  s-ihilities.  Previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Indians, 
^  gigantic  struggle  had  been  in  progress  between  them  and  the  whites,  between  races,  between 
the  picturesque  and  civilisation  for  the  possession  of  the  rich  uplands  and  fertile  prairies  of  the 
^''rthwcst.  To  day  drifting  down  the  groat  wator-way  on  a  radiant  morning,  the  voyager  will 
recall  nothing  in  his  travels  more  varieil  and  interesting  than  the  city  of  La  Crosse  and  its  his- 
toiy.  The  home  of  the  savages  less  than  a  half  century  ago,  it  is  now  the  home  of  wealdi, 
coterj^ise,  ednoation,  refinement. 
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New  Year's  Daj,  1849,  was  celebrated  with  considerable  ceremonj,  and  included  among  lU 
ftttendant  ooneomitaots  those  nraal  to  the  aeaaon  and  oecaaion.   Drinking,  dancing  and  shootmg 

were  indulged  until  participants  were  incnpnritiitnl  by  reason  of  exhaustion  or  other  and  more 
persuasive  influences.  The  winter  commenced  early,  and  the  roads  in  every  direction  horame  per- 
manently impeded  at  a  comparatively  early  period.  Communication  was  tbencetbrwuni  dunri<;  the 
ramaindtr  of  the  season  by  ice.  Thestoreeud  empty  rooms  in  end  about  La  Crosse  wore  packed 
with  goods  and  wares,  awaiting  transportation,  and  unable,  bv  reason  of  the  absence  '>f  fucilities. 
to  secure  it.  In  this  emergency,  a  party  of  French  was  obtained,  and  their  services  employed  in 
oonveying  freight  and  passengers  to  points  between  Oalena  and  St.  Planl,  by  menns  of]  Hones 
and  sleighs.  The  result  was  that  activity  was  apparent  at  La  Crosse  and  the  travel  near  the 
present  city  quite  large.  Indeed,  during  the  snow  blockade  experienced  this  year,  the  vi^it^rs 
to  the  new  settlement  were  unusually  numerous,  but  scarcely  any  of  those  who  came  remained, 
and  none  of  them  were  identified  with  the  enbseqaent  growth  of  the  settlement,  village  or 

The  embargo  continued  until  late  in  the  spring,  when  its  causers  departed  as  unexpectedly 
and  expeditioosly  as  they  had  come  in.  When  the  snow  and  ioe  were  gone,  which  was  in  April 
the  river  was  opened  and  traffic  resumed*  with  the  arrival  of  the  "  Highland  Mary,"  dpL 
Atcliinson,  a  profitable  and  elegant  steamer  for  the  days  in  which  it  was  operate<l.  Thereafter 
during  the  spring,  the  accidents  and  incidents  of  life  on  the  prairie  were  similar  to  those  previ- 
ously encounten^,  save  that  they  may  have  been  rather  more  namerons,  as  die  nnmber  m  tbe 
inhabitants  increased. 

On  the  5tb  of  April  the  first  death  by  accident  is  recorded,  being  that  of  William,  son  of 
J.  M.  Levy,  who  met  his  death  under  the  following  eircomstanees :  Along  on  the  evening  of  die 

day  in  qneetion,  he  guided  his  horse  to  the  river  to  water  him,  preparatory  to  concluding  the 
evening  s  chores.  The  spot  selected  was  at  a  point  opposite  the  foot  of  Pearl  street,  approached 
from  an  incline,  and  to  the  water's  edge  by  a  steep  bank.  The  lad  had  reached  the  latter  place, 
which  he  was  carefully  descending,  followed  by  the  horse,  when  he  slipped,  and  falling  was 
thrown  directly  under  the  animal's  feet.  Before  he  could  regain  hi?i  cijuilihrium,  the  horse  had 
stepped  on  the  head  of  his  victim,  fracturing  the  skull,  and  intlicting  wounds  from  tbe  effects  of 
which  he  died  on  the  following  morning,  and  was  baried  the  same  anemoon. 

The  settlement  at  this  time  counted  on  its  roster  of  inhabitants  a  shifUeas  fellow  named 
Napoleon  Frank,  the  height  of  whose  ambition  seemed  to  be  to  covet  his  neighbors'  goi-Ml*. 
become  pugnaciously  intoxicated,  and  after  beating  his  wife  into  submission  and  helpless  fear, 
lie  down  to  sleep,  undisturbed  by  any  other  agencies  than  those  indigenous  to  bacchanalian 
revels.  During  this  spring,  '*  Scoots  "  Miller  was  robbed  of  flour  which  hid  been  landed  froin 
a  passing  boat  and  left  to  await  a  purchaser,  and  the  owner  was  iu  a  quandary  as  to  whom  the 
guilty  party  wonid  prove  to  be.  Soon  after,  Napoleon  proeured  sufficient  money  to  purchase 
whisky  en<Nil|^  tO  get  him  in  that  condition  of  muscular  inebriety,  when  he  hungere<l  to  thraab 
the  nijulame,  and  thns  accoutered  he  wasted  no  time  in  hunting  up  the  object  of  his  malevoK'nce. 
She  was  found  at  home  as  usual,  and  having  administered  i%  thoroughly  subduing  course  of  disci- 
pline to  the  defeiMeleas  victim,  lud  him  down  to  contemplate  other  conquests  in  tbe  dim  land 
of  alcoholic  romance. 

While  he  slept,  Mrs.  Napoleon,  out  of  all  patience  at  bis  brutality,  and  declining  longer 
to  act  as  a  co-partner  in  his  crimes,  visited  **  Scoots,"  and  after  detailing  the  abuse  to  whidi  she 

was  subjected  at  brief  intervals,  concluded  with  the  story  of  his  peculative  acts,  including  that; 
by  which  he  acquired  title  to  the  flour,  the  disappearance  of  \vhi<  !i  Imd  proved  tn  be  a  most  in- 
explicable conundrum  to  its  legitimate  owner.  When  these  dark  ways  and  not  altogether  vai  i 
tricks  of  the  slj  Napoleon  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Justice  Miller,  there  was  not,  as 
might  be  supposed,  nioiiritinj^  in  hot  li:i«to.  On  the  contrary.  "  Scoots  '*  and  his  confreres  con- 
ferred for  some  time  before  deciding  upon  a  course  of  action.  But  when  a  policy  was  adopted, 
there  were  ndther  lacks  nor  want  of  means  employed  to  procure  its  ezereiae.  In  the  case  under 
eonsideration,  diplomacy  and  skill  combined  to  release  the  wife,  and  relieve  the  aettlemeot  To 
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.e  s  long  story  short,  she  was  sent  to  St  Fsul,  «nd  he  given  a  certain  length  of  time  to  make 

his  exit  in  an  opposite  direction,  which,  candor  compel"  the  admission,  he  was  not  slow  to  avail 
himself  of.  But,  embarking  in  a  canoe  kept  conveniently  in  order  for  emergencies,  he  turned 
iti  prow  in  the  direction  of  the  Gnlf  and  aaifed.  This  vas  the  first  eitiiai  of  La  Croeae  exiled 
from  his  adopted  home,  yet  he  was  permitted  to  return  after  a  brief  absence,  bat  the  myeteriooe 
dttsppearance  of  portable  propert}-  never  afterward  became  ftequcnt. 

The  foregoing  suggestjj  another  case  illustrating  the  presence  of  strong-minded  women  in 
La  Crosse,  as  well  as  types  of  effeminacy  requiring  the  arm  of  something  stronger  than  law  to 
urge  their  defense.  When  Levy  &  Snow  di*^Hi>lved,  George  Fetterlein  was  left  a  debtor  to  the 
rormer,  with  only  an  assurance  to  li(j[uidate  when  able,  to  commend  him  to  an  unlimited  indul- 
gence. This  was  rather  a  discouraging  ontlook.  bat  the  creditor  accepted  the  sitaation  and  agreed 
to  wait  Fetterlein's  convenience.  One  day  in  the  summer,  the  latter  unexpectedly  offered  a  cow 
in  settlement,  and,  to  close  up  the  account,  the  offer  was  accepted.  When  the  chattel  was  delivered, 
the  delivery  was  accompanie<l  by  a  proposal  to  transfer  a  calf  thereto  belonging  for  a  consideration. 
This  wasaeeepted,  and  the  purchaser  (Mr.  Lctj)  gatheritig  up  a  rope  on  the  following  morning, 
walked  over  to  the  vendor's  cubiii  to  take  possession  of  and  guide  the  youthful  bovine  to  his 
herd.  He  reached  the  Fetterlein  homestead  while  yet  the  sun  was  in  the  East,  and.  announcing 
the  dgeet  of  his  visitation,  prepared  to  bind  his  property,  to  the  end  that  its  escape  would  be 
prevented.  He  had  no  sooner  completed  the  preliminaries  in  tli;it  behalf  before  he  was  apprised 
of  the  presence  of  an  opposing  force,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Fetterlein,  who  first  protested,  and, 
vithoat  waiting  to  ascertain  the  effect  her  eloquence  would  have,  began  an  assault  irith  such 
Ibrae  and  arms  that  retreat  was  the  only  defense  which  remained  for  the  victim.  A.eting  upon 
this  conclusion,  he  hesitated  not  to  lend  tlie  enchantment  of  distance  to  his  oppressor,  and  fled 
precipitately  across  the  prairie,  followed  by  Mrs  Fetterlein.  Both  ran  furiously  through  the 
damp  f^rass,  and,  for  a  time,  the  snocessful  competitor  was  extremely  difficult  to  name.  Mr. 
Lew  gained  some  little  ailvantage  at  tlie  outset,  but  was  handicapped  by  the  loss  of  his  slipper, 
and  once  it  looked  as  though  the  ^' swift- winged  "  madame  would  overhaul  and  vanauish  her 
nimble-footed  antagonist.  But,  at  the  crirical  moment  for  him,  she  abandoned  the  cnase,  and 
he  reached  home  breathless  and  In  his  stocking  feet.  When  the  coast  became  clear,  Mrs  Levy 
ventured  oat  and  secured  possession  of  the  slippers,  and  both  acknowledged  that  a  cow  without  a 
calf  was  by  no  means  the  worst  phase  of  existence  in  a  new  country.  They  hud  become 
rerigned  to  the  situation,  when,  on  the  following  morning,  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  was 
carted  over  to  Levy's  mansion  by  Fetterlein  ami  delivered  to  its  legitimate  owner.  "  That  was 
many  years  ago,"  observes  Mr.  Levy,  when  referring  to  its  occurrence,  "  but  I  never  will  forget 
it,  nor  Mrs.  &meron's  attempt  to  eaase  the  arrest  and  prosecution  of  certain  parties  for  an 
alleged  assault,"  while  Mr.  Levy  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  whidi  that  gmtleman  could  not 
be  charmed  into  issuing  the  papers. 

At  this  time,  Mrs.  Cameron  occupied  a  position  of  prominence,  assured,  if  not  select  or  en> 
mbls.  Seareely  any  event  occurred  with  which  she  was  not  identified, from  a  social  gatheringto  a 
public  meeting,  from  a  picnic  to  a  funeral.  The  Fourth  of  July  was  celebraterl  with  pomp  and 
circumstance  this  year,  in  a  grove  near  the  present  cemetery,  and  largt^y  attended.  Citizens, 
Bladt  Riw  lambermen  and  flf  rs  Cameron,  were  present,  and  the  latter  contributed  materially 
*i  the  entertainment  and  its  conclusion.  The  speeches  are  represented  to  have  been  pointed  and 
elo(^uent,  the  toasts  appropriate,  the  edibles  appetizing  and  the  fluids  inspiriting.  Late  in  the 
afternoon,  at  a  moment  when  satiety  and  surfeit  were  the  prevailing  natares,  Mrs.  Cameron 
hurried  to  a  safe  distance  and  revived  expiring  energies  by  publicly  challenging  the  males  in 
attendance  to  catch  her  and  exchange  what,  it  was  thought  at  the  time,  would  be  osculatory  com- 
pliments. The  crowd  accepted  the  guage  thus  proffered,  and  ran,  peli-mell,  in  pursuit  of  the 
priie.  There  was  radng  and  chasing  over  the  prairie,  into  the  forest,  across  gullies  andeoolejs, 
but,  when  the  capture  was  effected,  Mrs.  Cameron  rewarded  her  admirers  with  kisses  manufact- 
ured by  candy-makers,  whereupon  the  recipients  became  exercised,  and,  in  the  flush  of  disap- 
pointownl,  relosad  to  be  ebmforted.   The  crowd  dispoaed  soon  after  the  orators  and  oelebranta 
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of  the  male  porsua^^ion,  as  a  rule  returning  to  the  ▼Ulage,  where  thej  becune  intoziested  wUb 
the  ladies  recovered  from  the  fatigues  of  the  day. 

THE  CAMERON-BLLIS  TRAGEDY. 

Scarcely  had  the  excitements  attemlino;  the  celebration  above  referred  to  sub-sided,  an'l  the 
people  resumed  their  daily  avocations,  wiien  a  shooting  affray  occurred,  during  which  a  uio 
muned  Ellis  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  Peter  Cameron,  the  partieoUrs  of  which,  as  neir  ti 
mm  be  ascertained,  arc  suhstantially      follows  : 

As  is  the  case  ou  every  frontier,  human  life  was  protected  by  the  individual,  if  necessarj; 
and  any  fend  of  oonseqaence  was  oeearionaUy  settled  by  a  resort  to  arms.  Might  in  mm 
instances  made  right*  and  consequently  personal  quarrels  were  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence. 
Up  to  this  time,  however,  no  trouble  had  occurred  resulting  in  death.  At  this  date,  and  for 
some  time  previous,  an  organized  gang  of  log  stealers  were  accustomed  to  visit  La  Crosse  and 
vicinity  for  the  purpose  of  depredating  upon  the  crops  of  legitimate  loggers,  both  here  and  on  the 
Black  River.  They  wouUl  run  away  one's  lo;^s  out  of  the  river,  capture  any  loose  lorj-<  they  couIJ 
possess  themselves  of,  and  spirit  them  away  to  the  markets  on  the  lower  river,  and  this,  too, 
notwithstanding  the  stringent  measnres  employed  to  lessen  the  opportanities  for  crime. 

On  the  morning  of  .July  9,  1849,  two  men  were  observed  on  a  raft  descendUttg  the  river 
opposite  the  city,  wliich  had  become  "broken  "  and  separated.  When  the  raft  was  secured,  the 
men  attempted  to  gather  the  loose  logs  which  were  tioating  on  the  river,  and  marked  as  it 
claimed,  with  the  name  of  their  owner  **  BUis,"  who  was  one  of  the  twain  attempting  to  seenfs 
them.  While  thus  occupied,  Peter  Cameron,  in  a  skiff,  overhauled  them,  and  was  passing  the 
comer  of  Barron's  Island,  when  he  was  recalled  by  his  wife,  who  doubtless  referred  to  the  work 
of  the  loggers,  who  it  seems  had  rMovored  n  portion  of  their  property  from  among  a  lot  owned 
by  Cameron.  Soon  after,  as  BIlis  was  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Levy's  store,  Cam- 
eron hailed  him.  and  upun  halting,  a  controversy  ensued  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  reclaimed 
logs.  The  controversy  widened  into  an  excited  altercation,  in  which  Cameron  challenged  both 
Ellis  and  his  hired  man  to  fight,  which,  however,  they  declined.  Thereapon  Cameron  loosed  t 
fierce  bull-dog  which  he  owned,  by  which  Ellis  was  attackcil.  and  very  seriously  injured.  He 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape  from  the  fangs  of  the  beast,  and  hurried  in  search  of  his  partner 
to  aaoertain  to  what  extent  he  had  suffered.  At  this  juncture,  Mrs.  Cameron  emerged  from  her 
husband's  cabin  armed  with  two  guns,  and  directed  Peter  to  shoot  the  fleeing  Ellis.  The  latter, 
appreciating  the  crisis  of  the  moment,  hastene<l  his  retreating  footsteps  in  the  direction  of  the 
raft,  as  rapidly  as  his  wounded  condition  would  permit.  Ho  had  nearly  gained  a  place  of  safety 
when  Cameron  turned  loose  "  upon  him,  and  he  fell  mortally  wounded.  While  prone  on  the 
ground  in  a  condition  rapidly  approaching  the  final  stage  of  dissolution,  and  before  any  one 
could  hurry  to  prevent  it,  Cameron  supplemented  his  shooting  with  blows  from  a  club  or  the 
gun-stock,  and  hastened  the  result  which  previously  could  not  have  been  long  delayed. 

While  the  assault  was  in  progress.  Air.  Levy,  who  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the  time, 
reached  the  scene  of  the  impending  murder,  and  sought  to  rescue  Kllisfrom  instant  death.  But 
his  attempt  was  greeted  by  Cameron  and  wife  with  threats  against  his  own  life,  and  he  retreated. 

Fortunately  a  raft  rounded  the  point  above  La  Crosse  at  this  moment,  and  landing  in 
response  to  Mr.  Levy's  hail,  Dr.  Snow  and  John  Elder,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  were  found  on 
board.  With  the  assistance  of  these  gentlemen,  Cameron  was  arrested  and  placed  in  custody, 
and  committed  to  jail  on  a  charge  of  murder.  He  was  taken  to  Prairie  du  Onien,  in  the  charge 
of  Elder  and  Sttow,  as  also  was  his  wounded  victim,  in  the  hope  that  the  latter  might  reCMve 
treiitiiietit  tliat  would  pndong  his  life.  But  this  was  not  to  be  ;  he  died  while  the  raft  waa  at 
some  distance  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  was  buried  at  Brownsville. 

iNPrw  iMiM'KKNrr:. 

The  Indians  again  made  trouble  this  year,  or  rather  annoyed  the  settlers,  as  was  their  wont 
in  former  days.    Some  of  them  who  had  refused  to  sobmit  to  removal  the  year  previous  became 
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eiceedingly  active,  and  others  who  hsd  been  removed  returned  upon  witnessing  the  indulgence 
that  iras  accorded  thoae  pertinaDcoua  to  remain. 

Amonflj  the  former,  or  those  who  repelled  all  overtures  looking  toward  removal,  was  Dandy 
sod  bi3  band  of  followers,  which  numbered  less  than  a  hundred  Thej  had  been  a  disturbing 
4mmt  in  the  removal  of  1848,  and  extitod  a  atampede  of  tho  Winnebagoes  collected  that 
jeur  in  Myrick  &  Miller  s  warehouse,  who  fled  in  all  directions,  while  arrangements  for  their 
transportation  were  in  progress,  and  could  onlj  be  re-coUected  together  by  the  threat  that  their 
ratioDt  should  be  cat  off. 

The  moying  spirit  of  this  trouble  was  Dandy ;  and  repcatedlj  during  the  year  1849,  he 
swore  that  he  never  would  be  removed  alive.  As  a  consequence,  the  settlers,  more  particularly 
the  traders  Myrick  and  Levy,  were  subjected  to  all  degrees  and  qualities  of  annoyances  and 
anxieties,  requiring  the  exerciae  of  patience  and  forbearance  to  avoid  a  collinon.  Kirly  in  the 
fall  the  condition  of  affairs  was  rendered  the  nioro  critical  by  the  return  of  some  of  thoee  wbo 
had  gone  to  their  reservation,  and  the  savages  became  more  aggressive  and  obnoxioas. 

Upon  one  occasion,  William  Bonnell  heard  a  swaggering,  whisky-drinking  and  liqnor>mad> 
iened  fiavage  muttering  vengeance  to  himself  as  he  wandered  about  the  village,  and  kept  careful 
watch  of  his  movements  lest  he  should  execute  his  threats.  After  some  delay,  he  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Levy's  store,  but  halting  on  the  way,  Uonnell  anticipated  his  arrival,  and  reach- 
ing the  store  hid  himself  behind  the  door  and  awaited  the  progress  of  events.  Some  time 
el:i[iscd  before  the  Indian  came  up,  bat  npon  reaching  the  threshold,  he  announced  his  presence 
aud  objects  without  ceremony,  and  in  language  both  unadorned  and  devoid  of  the  least  possible 
ambiguity.  He  wanted  whisxy  or  blood ;  he  was  apparently  indifferent  which,  but  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  the  latter  if  the  former  was  not  dealt  out  to  him  liberally  and  immediately.  By  this 
t^me  Mrs.  Levy,  who  was  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  heard  the  savage  protestations,  and  hastened 
nito  the  house  to  ascertain  what  was  wanted.  When  she  reliched  the  door  communicating  with 
the  room  in  possession  of  the  aboriginal  visitor,  she  was  greeted  with  grunts,  exclamations  and 
the  odor  of  whisky,  accompanic  1  by  demands  for  more  of  the  Spirit  which  IS  said  to  Steal  awaj 
ot)e\s  brains  through  the  victim's  mouth. 

But  nnappalled  by  the  threatening  gestnres  and  language  of  her  unavoidable  guest,  Mrs. 
L.  declined  to  accede  to  his  demands,  suggesting  at  tho  same  time  that  his  individual  comfort, 
the  comfort  of  herself  and  that  of  the  day,  would  be  materially  enhanced  if  he  would  retire  to 
his  tqiee  and  eonvalesoe  firom  the  effects  of  too  liberal  potations.  Notwithstanding  the  peaeefiil 
swans  employed  and  the  persuasive  ingenuity  of  Mrs.  Levy,  he  refused  to  retire — he  wouldn't 
leek  his  tepee  and  become  a  man  again.  Whisky  was  what  he  came  after,  and  unless 
it  was  produced  without  further  ceremony,  he'd  scalp  some  one  and  cause  mourning  among 
the  pale  fooes.  Mrs.  Levy  still  declined  his  commands,  and  defied  his  threats  in  u  manner 
equally  as  earnest  as  that  evinced  by  himself  At  last,  when  parley  would  no  loti<^er  bring  forth 
the  flowing  bowl,  and  as  the  madame  was  about  leaving  him  to  rant  to  vacant  walls,  he  suddenly 
drew  a  knife  from  his  belt  and  prepared  to  spring  upon  his  victim. 

While  crouching  for  the  leap,  Mr.  Bonnell,  who  as  stated,  was  hidden  behind  the  door, 
emerged  from  his  place  of  concealment,  and  seizing  a  pitchfork  standing  by,  ordered  the  iinpet- 
aoosand  blood  thirsty  savage  to  flee  if  he  valued  his  life.  The  Indian  halted  and  contemplated 
the  spectacle  of  an  angered  settler  rushing  upon  him  armed  with  a  drawn  pitchfork,  for  a  sec- 
ond, and  turned  to  retreat  as  the  tine  of  the  fork  prodded  him  in  the  rear.  The  sting  of  the 
wound  accelerated  his  speed,  and  plunging  from  the  doorway,  he  ran  labonngl^  but  rapidly  to 
the  river  landing,  where  he  sprang  into  a  canoe  and  reached  the  rapid  current  in  time  to  avoid 
hii  pursuer. 

At  another  time,, Mr.  Levy  was  absent  in  attendance  upon  the  trial  of  Peter  Cameron, 
which  took  place  at  Prairie  da  Ghien  in  September,  1849,  when  his  store  was  again  visited  by 
a  party  of  Dandy's  band,  inclu<ling  among  its  numbers  a  vicious  buck  who  had  been  released 
from  the  penitentiary  but  a  short  time  previous.  The  conduct  of  the  braves  was  scarcely  such 
ss  would  characterize  gentlemen  of  the  old  school  received  as  guests  upon  some  festal  occasion  ; 
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OD  the  contrary,  its  counterpart  can  hardly  be  imagined,  certainly  not  dMCribed,  outside  the 
lowest  walks  of  life.  As  the  dajadvMiced,  the  visitors  grew  more  and  moM  bdligerent,  partic- 
olarlj  the  brave  who  had  been  an  occupant  of  a  felon's  cell.  They  had  summoned  Mrs.  Levy, 
who  was  alone  in  the  house,  to  wait  upon  them  repeatedly,  and  at  the  last  call,  as  she  opened 
the  door,  the  ez^conviet  sprang  into  »e  center  of  the  room,  and  preeenting  a  rifle^  was  tn  the 
act  of  drawing  a  bead  upon  the  defenseless  woman,  There  was  an  Instant  of  solemn  silence,  when 
another  Indian,  more  sober  than  the  rest,  grasped  the  gun-stock  before  the  weapon  could  b« 
dbelttrged,  and  prerented  the  calatnity  that  must  have  followed  in  a  aeeond.  They  finally  left 
the  hmne,  atu].  <iuring  their  temporary  absence,  Mr.  Brisbois,  of  Prairie  da  Chien,  came  in,ud 
npon  comprehending  the  affairs  ns  they  existed,  remained  until  the  return  of  Mr.  Levy. 

Late  in  the  fall,  these  dangers  and  trials  to  which  the  settlers  were  committed,  were  ittS> 
pended  by  a  peaeefiil  eolation  the  troubles.  Numbers  of  them  were  peieoaded  by  qniet  hot 
potent  influences  to  emigrate,  and  were  carried  to  Fort  Snelling.  The  next  year,  however,  thev 
returned  once  more  to  the  scenes  of  their  childhood,  but  were  taken  in  charge  and  again  re- 
moved, einoe  when  they  have  remained  absent,  though  to  day  vagrant  bands  of  Winnebagr)e8 
wander  at  will  over  the  county,  but  are  harmless  and  never  interfered  with. 

This  year,  William  BonncU  and  family  returned  to  La  Crosse,  to  remain  permanently; 
Peter  Burns  came  in  about  December  4 ;  Timothy  Burns  (who  afterward  became  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  who  had  visited  the  site  of  La  Cro.s8e  in  1847  ).  settled  here. 

Some  assert  that  this  gentleman  delayed  his  settlement  in  La  Crosse  until  IH.'iO.  hut  Mr*. 
Levy  (to  whom  the  writer  is  largely  indebted  for  facts  regarding  La  Crosse)  kept  a  journal  of 
her  experienee  during  thoee  times,  and  reoords  his  arrival  here  on  the  date  above  mentioned. 

One  cold,  wintry  day,  Mr.  Levy  was  aroused  from  his  reverie  before  (he  fire  hy  a  feeble 
rap  at  the  door  of  his  house,  to  which  he  responded,  "  Come  in,"  and  no  one  raising  the  Utch, 
be  went  to  the  entrance  to  ascertain  the  cause.  Upon  throwing  open  the  door,  his  senMof 
TisioD  was  startled  by  the  appearance  of  three  men  and  a  pair  of  horses,  evidently  suflfering  the 
pangs  of  hunger,  and  reduced  to  a  condition  of  emaciation  thai  was  absolutely  horrible.  They 
told  him  they  had  no  money  and  were  nearly  famished.  Could  they  remain  two  or  three  days 
to  recuperate,  when  they  would  hunt  worlc  ?  Certainly,  as  long  as  they  wanted.  They  were 
housed  and  fe<l.  the  liorses  cured  for,  and  when  sufficiently  rested,  they  crossed  over  to  the  islsnd, 
and  during  the  winter  occupied  the  time  in  felling  timber  and  cutting  steamboat  wood. 

Th^  had  left  White  Pigeon  earl?  in  November,  they  stated,  with  a  view  of  locating  in 
the  West,  hoping  to  reach  some  available  point  before  winter  set  in.  where  they  would  remain 
until  .spring  and  determine  upon  some  selection.  After  journeying  beyond  recall,  and  without 
the  hope  of  assistance,  it  began  to  storm,  and  fur  a  bcason  it  was  a  question  of  possibility  as  to 
whether  the  unfortunate  triumvirate  would  be  able  to  effect  its  escape  or  not.  ^niey  wandered 
along  aimlessly  for  days,  hoping  for  relief  which  never  came,  until  their  horses  became  tor,  weak 
to  drae  the  wagon  further,  when  they  were  unhitched,  and  the  hapless  «|uintette  floundered 
through  snow  and  brush,  until,  happily  for  themselves,  they  reached  La  Crosse,  and  renewed  their 
lease  of  life  at  the  home  of  J.  M.  Levy. 

In  the  spring,  Job  Brown,  bis  brother  and  a  hired  man  (for  those  constituted  the  trinity 
described),  closed  up  their  work  and  went  on  a  prospectins  tour  down  the  river,  where  they  sa> 
tered  claims,  perfected  the  same  by  oocnpation,  and  laid  ue  foundation  <^  what  has  since  grown 
to  be  the  prosperous  village  of  Brownsville. 

This  same  year,  Commissioners  came  with  surveyors  and  located  the  school,  university  and 
.  swamp  lands. 

This  year,  also,  wa.«!  solemnized  the  first  marriage  to  occur  in  La  Trosse  after  WiscOBMS 
became  a  State^  the  parties  being  Joseph  £bner  and  the  widow  of  Peter  Jblbner,  his  brother,  whs 
had  come  into  the  eonntry  in  IMl,  but  had  died  shortly  afterward. 

There  wers  doubtless  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  settlement,  the  people,  the 
times,  etc.,  worthy  of  special  mention,  but  those  who  alone  are  capable  of  explaining  thctn  and 
elaborating  the  effect  they  produced,  have  gone  hence  or  forgotten  their  existence,  and  tbeir 
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detail  is  consequently  reserved  for  the  historian  of  the  future.  Within  the  short  space  of  seven 
years,  the  corner  stone  of  a  new  empire  had  been  laid,  and  the  superstructure  was  in  progress 
of  building,  and  so  advanced  as  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  recall.  During  that  period  the  few 
settlers  who  had  come  in  from  time  to  timi'  ti>ok  up  tlio  burden  of  life  as  they  found  it  hero,  and 
amid  discouragements,  disasters  and  oppositions,  maintained  their  burden  to  the  end.  In  spite 
of  the  erosses  they  were  oalled  upon  to  endure ;  in  spite  of  the  ansettled  condition  of  affaire 
that  existeil  here,  as  such  conditions  will  always  exist  wherever  the  slakes  of  another  dispensa- 
tion are  planted;  in  spite  of  these  an<l  numberless  other  occurrences,  trivial  in  themselves,  but 
oppressive  ae  they  increased  in  number,  the-ie  pioneers  in  the  cause  of  progress  and  improve* 
ment  bore  their  eroflses  anflinchingly  to  the  end,  nod  saw  in  that  end  a  fraition  of  what  they 
anticipated. 

LA  CROSSK  IX  1850. 

Thus  came  1850  in  the  order  of  events.  The  winter  was  more  than  usually  severe,  and 
the  seasoa  of  spring  proportionately  late.    When  the  Brown  boys  left  for  other  parts  it  was  far 

into  April,  and  at  that  time  very  little  had  been  accomplished  in  the  future  city  or  country 
tributJiry  thereto.  But  as  soon  as  the  trees  leaved  out  and  the  grass  began  to  cover  the  hillsides,  the 
arrivals  began  to  be  announced  at  briefer  intervals,  and  indications  of  a  "future''  to  become 
established  facts,  chroniclers  of  the  times  assert  this  to  have  been  the  year  when  the  laggard 
advnncf-  of  its  younger  days  was  substituted  by  more  rapid  progress  in  La  Crosse,  .\boui  this 
time  it  is  said  men  of  enterprise  called  the  public  attention  to  the  favorable  position  of  La 
Crone  in  a  conmereial  point  of  vieWf  and  suggested  it  as  a  rare  place  for  the  investment  of 
oajHtal.  These  included  the  recommendations  of  T/ient.  Gov.  Burns,  T.  B.  Stoddard,  P.  M. 
Rnblee,  S.  D.  Hastings,  C.  A.  Stevens,  Robert  Looney  and  some  others,  though  very  few  of 
them  came  in  for  purpose.*  of  permanent  settlement  until  afterward.  Some  land  sales  were 
negotiated  and  perfected  by  a  transfer  of  title,  the  most  important  among  which  was  that  of  N. 
Myricic  to  Timothy  Burns. 

The  land  conveyed  comprised  a  large  portion  of  the  village  site,  and  was  acquired  by  the 
vender  throngh  a  patent  issued  by  the  United  States  to  N.  Myrick  and  wife,  bearing  date 
November?,  1849.  He  subsequently  deeded  an  undivided  half  of  this  grant  to  II.  .T.  B.  Miller, 
and,  on  May  10, 1850,  the  remainder  to  Timothy  Burns,  whereupon  Miller  and  wife  and  Burns 
deeded  Myrick  one  undivided  iborth. 

Throughout  the  county  settlements  were  also  made,  and  have  grown  into  populous  and 
prosperous  communities.  In  May,  Martin  Bostwick  and  farnily  emiirrated  from  Vermont,  and 
made  a  settlement  (Bostwick  \  alle\-)  in  what  has  since  been  incorporated  as  Barro  Township. 
They  were  soon  joined  by  Hngh  Hogan,  an  enterprising  Irishman,  betwei  n  wliom  the  building 
up  of  this  portif>n  of  the  county  was  begun  and  carried  to  completion.  I^iiter  in  the  ^cason, 
emigrants  irom  Maine,  headed  by  a  man  named  Gordon,  who  was  accoinpanied  by  his  family, 
and  dropping  down  into  La  Crosse  County,  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Black  River  and  began 
the  settlement  of  Holland.  Tie  farmed  some,  logged  some,  and  in  the  exuberance  of  an  :imhi- 
tion  that  should  have  been  cultivated  and  encouraged,  laid  .out  the  village  of  "Orno,"  which, 
however,  has  never  been  improved.  In  the  fall  Emfin  Emfinson,  a  Norwegian,  came  into  the 
country,  and  locating  a  claim  of  160  acres  of  land,  erected  a  cabin  in  which  he  installed  his 
family,  and  made  preparations  to  begin  farmin;^  f'.irly  in  the  following  spring.  The  same  win- 
ter Thomas  Leonard  and  Julius  Segur  were  added  to  the  population  of  the  county  by  erecting 
end  occupying  a  log  cabin  in  sight  of  Bmfinson's  home,  whose  neighbors  he  thus  became. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  building  up  of  Hamilton  Town,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  county. 

TlIK  FIRST  KI.Ol'K.MKNT. 

A  somewhat  noted  character  known  as  "Wild  Cat  Jack,"  the  pseudonym  of  John  Morri- 
son, materialized  about  this  time,  or  rather  came  more  prominentiv  before  the  public  than  ever 
before.   He  was  the  son  of  influential  and  wealthy  psrents  at  the  £sst,  but  ran  away  from 
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borne  when  but  sixteen  years  old,  and,  making  his  home  io  the  West,  OOllSOrtcd  with  deepM«doe> 

and  bt'came  one  of  the  most  dangerous  of  that  class. 

Ue  carried  the  mail  between  Prairie  du  Chien  and  points  on  the  river  above  La  Crosse,  and 
hie  fint  exploit  was  mede  at  Riohmond,  Minn.,  where  he  made  love  to  a  daaghter  of  the  Peet> 

master,  after  whom  the  town  was  named.  IlLs  fascinations  proved  so  persuasive,  and  his  love- 
making  so  convincing,  that  the  young  lady  slipped  out  of  the  house  one  dark,  stormy  night  and 
eloped.  She  is  represented  io  have  heen  the  very  antipodes  of  Jack.  Of  rare  heanty  of  per- 
son, harmonizing  with  superior  mental  faculties,  and  aft  wnusoal  mild  disposition,  the  surprise 
was  expressed  that  she  couM  reconcile  herself  to  recognize  one  of  such  reckless  habits  and 
inclinations  as  her  choice  was  known  to  be.  They  reached  La  Crosse  together,  early  one  morn- 
ing in  the  spring  of  1850,  and,  proceeding  to  Justice  Levy,  demanded  of  him  to  marry  them 
in.stunter.  But  Mr.  Levy,  knowing  the  prospective  bridet^room.  and  apprehending  that  fear 
rather  than  inclination  extorted  an  unwilling  consent  from  the  fair  ^irl,  at  first  peremptorily 
T^ned.  After  repeated  solicitations,  he  privately  interrogated  Miss  Riehmond  as  to  whether  sm 
mui  wnder  duress  in  thus  cont^enting,  to  which  she  returned  a  negative,  and  added  that  if  thsy 
were  not  married  it  wouhl  not  aflect  their  future  course  as  to  remainint:  tncrether.  This  deter- 
mined the  Justice,  and  ihey  were  married.  They  lived  as  man  and  wife  butushorl  time,  as  his 
course  was  siimmarily  eheelced  during  the  summer  by  a  ball  firom  his  own  revolver. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  tragedy,  in  which  he  was  the  victim.  Jack  came  to  La  Crosse, 
and,  deporting  himself  in  an  exceedingly  obstreperous  and  insulting  manner,  very  soon  encoan- 
tered  obstacles  which  proved  immovable  to  his  efforts  and  fearless  of  his  threats  of  vindictive- 
ness.  Being  refused  supper  at  Miller's,  he  went  down  to  Levy's  tavern  and  demanded  tu  he 
served  there.  This  could  not  be  done,  and  Mr.  Levy  so  told  hitn.  but  the  refusal  excited  Jack 
all  the  more,  and,  drawing  a  pistol,  declared  he  would  commit  murder.  Before  he  was  able  to 
aeeomplish  anything  in  that  eonneotitm,  though,  Mr.  Levy,  in  defending  his  wift,  administered 
so  sound  a  thrashing  that  Jaok  cried  pecoavi,  and,  when  released  from  the  grasp  of  bis  antag- 
onist, retired  precipitately. 

It  might  here  be  said  that  Mrs.  i^evy  was  by  no  means  obliged  to  rely  upon  the  skill, 
Strength  and  prowess  of  her  musoular  husband  to  defend  her  from  the  assaults  or  batteries  of 

inebriated  and  ungallant  fnmticr^'men .  She  was  amply  able  to  protect  herself,  and  never  hes- 
itated to  accept  the  issue  when  joined,  as  some  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Crosse  at  that 
time  can  testify. 

Jack  left  after  the  discipline  Mr.  Levy  inflicted,  and  went  down  the  river.  One  day,  while 
in  Brownsville,  he  was  engaged  in  a  dispute  with  Job  Brown,  and,  as  usual,  produced  his  re- 
volver to  enforce  any  demand  he  had  submitted.  Brown  failed  to  intimidate  as  was  expected  of 
him,  and  Jaek,  with  an  emphatic  assurance  that  he  would  shoot  him,  anyhow,  swung  the  pistd 
around  his  own  head,  as  if  to  make  ready.  Before  he  was  able  to  bring  his  gun  to  position, 
however,  the  weapon  was  discharged  and  the  bullet  lodged  in  the  brain  of  the  would-be 
assassin.  He  fell  in  his  tracks,  and  died  within  a  short  time.  His  body  was  buried  at 
Brownsville,  but  reclaimed,  it  is  believed,  by  bis  family,  and  removed  to  New  York,  where  it 
was  laid  with  lii-<  brothers.  The  young  woman  who  had  in  a  brief  period  passed  from  maid- 
enhood to  widowhood,  returned  home,  and,  subsequently  marrying  a  horny-handed  son  of  toil,  a 
tiller  of  broad  acres,  passed  the  remunder  of  her  days  amid  a  peace  that  ev«r  exists  whers 
plenty  and  contentment  are  the  essential  features. 

In  April  of  this  year,  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  was  visible  in  La  Crosse,  and  occasioneil  feel- 
ings of  alarm  and  solicitude  that  are  now  referred  to  as  among  the  most  ludicrous  experiences 
of  the  times.  One  of  the  lady  residents  sat  in  her  room,  confident  that  the  day  of  judgment 
impended,  and  occupied  her  time  in  prayer.  Her  petitions  were  SO  earnest  that  she  fell  asleep 
in  the  midst  of  them,  and  realized  consciousness  to  discover  the  sun  shininx  and  the  chickens 
crowing.  Heat  every  one  in  the  settlement  was  badly  frightened,  and  die  riucalons  scenes  thai 
were  presented  are  said  to  have  been  both  numerous  and  overwhelming. 
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As  the  ycfir  aflvanced,  the  arrivals  wore  more  than  occasional,  ami  some  attempts  at  im- 
proving the  place  made.  These  were  more  prospective  than  completed,  however,  and  it 
was  not  nntil  the  year  following  that  they  took  definite  shape.  The  new  comers  were,  of  coarse, 
promiacQoas  in  character  and  ansettled  as  to  their  niOTeniaits»  while  not  a  H  w  of  them  were  by 
no  means  desirable  acqniiitions  to  the  place.  They  were  consumers  exclusively,  and  levied  for 
contributions  upon  the  resources  of  producers.  As  soon  as  their  object  wa.s  tli.«covered,  they 
remoTed  dsewhere. 

Among  these  objectionable  classes,  horse- thieves  were  by  no  meBQS  few,  thi)UL!;!i  they  never 
to  any  extent  trespassed  upon  the  stock  of  settlers  about  La  Crosse,  oonfining  their  operations,  as 
e  rule,  to  the  horses  of  the  Indians,  who,  it  will  he  remembered,  returns  hither  from  their 
reservations  for  the  third  time  thi.s  year.  These  depredators  were  unblushingly  bold  in  their 
conduct,  and  frequently  made  overtures  to  eitizcns  to  join  with  them  in  their  nefarious  opera- 
tions. "We'll  accuse  you  if  we're  caught,"  they  would  say;  "there's  money  in  it,  and  joa 
might  just  as  well  have  the  game  ao  the  name."  But  they  enlisted  no  crusaders  under  their 
black  fla;:  of  theft  and  murder;  and  as  the  .settlement  began  to  assume  the  proportions  of  a  vil- 
lage they  were  weeded  out  by  public  opinion  and  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  While  in  exist- 
ence, they  fulfilled  their  threats  and  saddled  the  theft  of  missing  horses  upon  parties  who  were 
guiltless.  In  one  instance  reprisals  were  made  by  those  wlm  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  bajid. 
bat  upon  ascertaining  the  facts,  as  was  soon  after  done,  those  who  had  been  imposed  upon  admitted 
die  Innocence  of  those  accused,  and,  so  ftr  as  they  were  able,  returned  the  pi operty  seiiod  by  way 
of  compensation. 

The  question  which  will  naturally  suggest  itself,  Why  was  this  state  of  things  permitte<l? 
is  answered  by  reference  to  the  time,  place  and  circumstances  under  which  the  people  lived. 
Society  was  not  even  in  a  transition  state.  There  was  no  law,  ooancil  or  judiciary.  Man  was 
a  law  unto  himself,  and  carried  his  life  in  his  li  uvl  for  any  one  tn  p  'ck  at  who  ouM  ;:i't  the 
drop.  If  a  man  was  injured  by  his  neighbor,  traverse  juries  were  not  accessible,  and  no  one 
ever  thooj^ht  of  appealing  to  them.  The  disputed  point  was  adjudicated  by  the  parties  immedi- 
ately to  be  affected,  and  the  arbitrator  was  a  weapon  or  test  of  strength  between  the  contest- 
ants. Only  those  injured  sought  redress;  and  as  long  as  the  thieves  refrained  from  attaching 
the  property  of  re.sidents,  they  were  not  apprehended. 

As  a  result  of  this  condition  of  thing.s,  fight  i  !  lira  wis,  while  not  an  everv  lay  amuse> 
ment.  were  of  frequent  oi>nirren<"e.  On  (lays  v,he:i  the  village  was  more  generally  visited,  on 
election  days  and  days  apportioned  on  the  calendar  for  feasts  or  celebrations,  the  squabbles 
which  in  many  cases  are  bred  of  liquor,  were  neither  few  nor  bloodless  *,  on  the  contraiy,  fierce 
and  constant. 

An  instance  will  illustrate  the  case  as  it  existed.  On  election  day,  in  the  fall  of  this  year, 
a  day  so  cheerless  and  chill  that  fires  were  indispensable,  and  warm  drinks  very  acceptable,  a 
party,  including  Scoots  "  Miller,  old  man  Reed,  of  R^'s  Landing,  Bill  Bnnneli,  Napoleon 
Frank,  the  exile  for  a  theft  of  flour  some  years  previous,  and  one  or  two  others,  congregated  at 
Levy's  Tavern,  and  over  a  roaring  fire  and  bowl  of  methiglin,  recounted  each  his  i<leas  and 
beliefs  of  the  times.  It  seems  that  **  Scoots  "  Biiller  had  made  himself  obnoxioas  to  one  or  more 
of  the  party,  on  a  ff>riner  occasion,  and  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  not  only  intensify 
it  with  those  previously  offended,  but  antagonize  the  remainder  of  the  company.  This  could 
not  be  endured,  and  after  the  exercise  of  a  commendable  patience,  they  told  him  if  he  didn't 
cease  they  would  throw  him  in  the  fire.  "Scoots"  declined  either  to  simmer"  or  "sizzle.' 
and  defied  their  efforts.  But  the  company  were  in  earnest,  and  evinced  the  character  of  their 
intentions  by  picking  him  up  bodily  ami  thrusting  him  upon  the  coals.  He  struggled  manfully, 
and  releasing  himself  from  the  grasp  of  those  who  held  him,  attempted  to  escape.  In  this,  also, 
he  failed  ;  and,  yielding  to  the  force  of  superior  numbers,  was  again  launched  upon  the  burning 
log.  By  this  time  it  began  to  look  serious,  and  "  Scoots  "  fully  comprehending  that  there 
was  no  trifling  in  the  bosiness,  once  more  sought  to  escape,  and  fiiiling,  was  once  more  subjected 
to  the  influencci  of  flames  that  were  penetratingly  painful  in  their  elTects. 
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The  noise  made  by  the  crowd  ftttraoted  the  attention  of  other*  in  Ae  home,  who  hastened 

to  know  the  cause  and  witness  the  spectacle  recited.  Mr.  Levy,  with  the  assistance  of  one 
known  as  "Old  Mack,"  interposed  before  the  salamander  qualities  of  "Scoots"  had  been  more 
than  thorou<:;hly  tested,  ;ind  interposing  in  his  behalf,  with  entreaties  and  promises,  secured  the 
releu'^o  of  tlu>  \  i -nni  and  escorted  hira  home. 

Thin  im-idont  is  a  fair  type  of  those  which  occurred  in  La  Crosse  thirty  years  ago  when 
disorder  would  have  been  preferred  to  the  quiet  and  peace  which  has  become  more  supremely 
regnant  with  eneh  sueoeeding  year  nnoe  the  settlement  was  begun,  since  the  memorable  phrsse 
*  go  West,  young  man,"  has  oeen  changed  almcct  from  a  maledietton  to  »  beneficent  recommsa- 
dation. 

The  arrivals  of  1850,  as  already  stated,  thooj^h  not  numerous,  were  of  the  character  and 

influence  to  teach  the  world  outside  the  limits  of  La  Crosse  of  the  fair  land  here  to  be  found. 
Of  the  l:inil  which  for  years  was  known  only  to  the  Indian  tribes,  adventurous  Frenchmen, 
friars  and  priests,  who  wandered  in  at  occasional  intervals  to  locate  trading  posts  and  church  sites, 
or  to  trade  with  and  proselyte  savages.  Those  who  had  come  before  1860,  aooompllshed  roach 
to  recommend  the  country,  and  that  their  labors  had  not  been  without  results  was  evident  when 
Wisconsin  was  wedded  to  the  Federal  Government  as  a  State,  with  La  Crosse  Couuty  as  one  of 
her  choteeet  marriage  gifts.  But  those  who  came  after,  were  not  slow  in  advertising  the  advBO' 
tages  to  be  found  in  a  commonwealth  which  has  since  shown  its  ability  to  nourish  an  almost 
unlimited  population,  whose  climate  is  regular  and  seasonable,  whose  soil  is  fertile  beyond 
estimate,  and  the  monotony  of  whose  landscape  is  broken  by  streams  atid  rivers  that  have  wan- 
dered for  miles  in  and  out  among  the  bluflb  and  cooUes,  until  they  are  lost  in  the  broad  bosom  of 
the  Father  of  Waters  which  hears  them  to  the  sea.  Tn  earlier  times,  it  may  have  been  a  bv- 
wurd  and  reproach  ;  in  later  days,  it  has  become  a  glory  and  a  boast.  Among  those  not  to  be 
forgotten,  who  came  in  this  year,  was  Joshua  Ridgley,  who  settled  in  the  town  of  Onmpbdl  on 
the  north  road  between  La  Crosse  and  West  Salran. 

A  TRAR  OF  RKAL  PR0ORBS8. 

Taking  1851  as  the  first  year  of  vigorous  effort  toward,  and  progress  in  building  up  La 

Crosse,  the  endeavor  is  ventured  to  preserve  the  list  of  persons  who  were  identified  with  the 
county  and  city  previous  to  and  durins  that  year.  The  list  is  not  long,  but  embraces  N.  My  rick, 
J.  M.  Levy,  if.  J.  B.  Miller,  Peter  Cameron  and  John  Garrett  and  mmilies,  also  Peter  Buras, 
D.  D.  Cameron,  Timothy  Burns  and  possibly  one  or  two  more,  besides  a  few  farmers,  lumber* 
men,  mechanics,  etc..  whose  names  have  already  been  mentioned,  and  who  settled  in  the  coun- 
try then,  as  now  tributary  to  the  city.  The  list  of  residents  known  to  have  been  here  in  1851 
compared  with  that  of  the  beginning  of  1854,  showed  condnsively  that  during  the  years  1851- 
52  and  18.">3  all  went  lovely,  as  the  numhcr  of  families  rose  from  about  half  u  (lozcn  to  about 
half  a  hundred,  besides  about  thirty-five  single  men  and  women.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
the  names  included  on  the  first  list  were  as  fellows :  Lieut.  Gk>v.  Timothy  Bums,  Mr.  Beards- 
ley,  Frank  Baker,  Eliakim  Barlow,  George  Carleton,  Hugh  B.  Callahan,  J.  R.  Cowdrey,  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Card,  £benezer  Childs,  Valentine  Dinninger,  Adam  Doerflinger,  Sr.,  A.  £ldred, 
Joseph  Ebner.  Anson  Ferris,  Edwin  Flint,  George  Gale,  James  Gallagher,  William  Hood,  Ben* 
jamin  B.  Healey,  George  W.  Havens,  Samuel  D.  Hastings,  Nicholas  Hintgen,  John  Halvorson, 
Simeon  Kellogg,  Robert  Looney.  Albert  D.  La  Due,  Abram  Looney,  William  G.  McSpadden. 
Jacob  McCreary,  William  McOonnell,  Mr.  McDowell,  James  W.  PoUeys,  Benjamin  \V,  Rey- 
nolds, Francis  W.  Reynolds,  Francis  Manville,  Francis  Rublee,  Ohio  Simpkins,  Norton  R.  Smith, 
Orrin  L.  Smith,  the  llov.  John  C.  Sherwin,  Samuel  T.  Smith,  Sylvester  Smith.  Cyrus  B.  Sin- 
clair, Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  Chase  A.  Stevens,  Morgan  M.  Taylor,  David  Taylor,  William 
Whelpley,  Enos  P.  Williams,  0.  H.  Wilson  and  their  families ;  dso  Messrs.  Anderson,  Milton 
Barlow,  Walter  Brown,  A.  W.  Barron,  Henry  B.  Beardsley,  Samuel  Baumgardner,  Howard 
Cramer.  H.  B.  Oookston,  William  Fales,  Michael  Hart.  Edmund  Hart,  S.  C.  Johnson,  Justin 
Jacobs,  John  McMillen,  M.  M.  Manville,  F.  A.  llublee,  W.  Sutcliffe.  David  Wright,  H.  N. 
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SollMig,  William  Bennett,  O.  W.  Haven,  Samnel  Weston,  E.  S.  B.  YaO,  Lanjer  Jaason,  Mr. 
Pattenon,  J.  R.  Crossette,  Ole  Knndaon,  D.  8.  Harris,  and  a  very  tim  othera  nnntarried 

whose  names  could  not  be  accurately  ascertained. 

In  April  of  this  year,  B.  F.  Colburn  identified  himself  with  the  county,  coming  from  Mat- 
Mcbosetts  for  that  purpose,  and  locating  in  the  preeent  township  of  Bams,  where  he  entered 
160  acre?  of  land,  and  planted  five  acres  to  corn  and  potatoes. 

In  the  summer  following,  a  party  of  Swiss,  who  had  previously  settled  in  Sauk  County, 
disnged  their  base  by  remoinng  to  La  Crosse,  and  established  themswres  in  the  section  of  tne 
county  now  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  Bangor  Township.  Among  those  who  came  in 
first  were  Joseph  Wolf,  John  Bosshard,  Florian  Reudy,  Christian  Ready,  Michael  Darms  and 
Joseph  Suromerson,  a  portion  of  whom  settled  on  Dutch  Creek,  the  remainder  in  nearer  proximity 
to  the  village 

Hf-'ide  the  above,  there  were  several  persons  out  buying  lands  or  engaged  in  business  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  present  city,  including  John  Clark  and  his  sons,  Thaddeus  and 
P.  L.  Claric,  H.  J.  Peek,  FhiUip  Toang,  and  John  and  Charles  Kagley,  already  referred  to ; 
Oninn;e  Smith,  R.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eustace  L.  Brockway.  /\bratn  Pruett  and  Airs.  Markle, 
Byrcn  L.  Viets  and  others,  who  visited  La  Crosse  freqaentlv,  as  also  did  Jacob  Spauldina,  Hugh 
Douglass,  Thomas  Douglass,  Mark  Douglass.  William  T.  Pries,  W.  J.  Oibeon,  James  O'Neill, 
Ooi.  Chaeeand  Mr.  DMker,  tlw  latter  coming  from  Black  River,  in  the  interests  of  the  lumber 
besiness,  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Now  indeed  did  it  seem  that  the  county  was  to  be  built 
up  in  earnest,  and  travel  the  highway  to  success  it  has  since  attained.  During  the  month  of 
April,  Mr.  Levy  states  the  people  came  in  very  hat.  The  hotel  and  houses  appropriated  to 
hotel  uses  by  the  exigencies  of  the  occjision.  were  crowded  to  repletion.  People  came  in  wagons, 
esnoes,  by  river,  prairie  schooners  and  stages.  The  esrgoes  of  settlers  borne  hither  were 
"ttoltitamnens"  and  miseellaneoas,  and  often  contained  metal  decidedly  not  adi^ted  to  the 
times  or  the  country. 

In  the  stage  which  bore  John  Clark  hither  was  a  passenger  of  "  quality,"  who  despised  the 
primitive  vrays  of  locomotion  in  use,  and  the  arduous  exercise  the  travelers  were  often  subjected 
to,  that  distanee  might  be  put  between  the  place  of  departure  in  the  morning  and  terminal  point 
SI  night.  Several  times  daily  the  passsngen  were  compelled  to  alight  and  pry  the  coach  out  of 
the  mire,  in  which  the  horses,  after  vain^  straggling  to  extricate  the  vehicle,  cried  quits  and 
awaited  die  logic  of  events.  The  gilt-edged  specalator,  upon  each  sacoeeding  *'  stslling"  of  the 
team,  and,  when  his  fellowB  combined  to  aid  in  making  a  fresh  start,  remained  in  the  stage 
solemn  as  an  undertaker  and  mulish  as  his  quadrupedal  prototype.  This  was  borne  daring  one 
day,  snd  when  Mr.  Clark  retired  that  night,  he  sank  to  rest  with  a  well-defined  determin^ion 
that  if  the  coach  came  to  a  halt  and  re(|uired  his  assistance  to  prooeed,  the  fitftidioos  ftshionable 
would  have  to  descend  from  his  high  e.state  and  lend  a  hand. 

The  following  morning  the  conveyance  had  hardly  begun  its  weary  routine  when  one  of  the 
wheels  lodged  in  a  "  chaek  hole "  and  evidenced  an  inclination  to  remain.  All  were  called 
upon  to  lighten  the  weight  of  the  stn^^e,  tn  which  all  but  the  .Imiuli  df  the  trip  responded  with 
alacrity.  He  remained  at  his  post,  and,  upon  its  being  hinted  that  the  passengers  were  becom- 
ing somewhat  shorn  of  their  patience  at  the  selfishness  displayed  by  him,  he  replied  in  a  ver* 
nacular  peculiar  to  the  times,     that  he'd  bo  — — —  if  he  would." 

"  Well,  you  will,"  said  Mr.  Collins. 

*'  I'm   if  I  do  and  no  one  can  make  me,"  was  his  replioation. 

This  was  the  final  stroke  which  settled  dispute,  and  dropping  a^jeetives  for  force,  Mr.  Col- 
lins reached  into  the  stage  and  drawing  forth  the  obnoxious  prospector,  dropped  him  into  the 
mire  with  the  ease  and  complacency  of  a  Samson  bearing  the  Gates  of  Gaza.  When  he 
emerged  from  his  hath,  he  was  not  only  a  sight  to  behold,  but  as  plastie  to  manipulation  as  clay 
in  the  hands  of  a  potter. 

The  character  of  men  was  made  manifest  in  these  troublous  times,  and  if  it  contained  the 
element  of  selfishness  or  covetoasness,  these  features  were  but  once  expressed  and  never  rspsated. 
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In  the  hotels  observers  are  familiar  with  the  aitoatton ;  there  mnj  have  been  preaehing  in  ea« 

room,  swearing  and  drinking  in  another,  and  excitement  in  all.  The  new-comers  seemed  to 
take  no  thought  for  the  morrow,  and  lived  only  for  the  present.  And  here  is  as  good  an  oppor- 
tanity  as  will  occur  to  speak  of  two  of  the  prominent  arrivaU  of  this  year,  one  of  whom  did 
moeh  to  mold  public  sentiment,  conserve  pablie  morality  and  leave  a  reputation  that  will  ever 
be  associated  with  La  Crosse  County. 

Judge  Gale  and  Chase  Stevens  are  referred  to.  The  former  was  the  founder  of  Galesville 
University  in  Trempealeau  Ooun^,  which  place  became  his  residence  daring  the  memorable  tern 
of  his  Circuit  Judgeship.    He  is  represented  to  have  been  a  tall  and  large-fnimefl  Vermonter  of 

{treat  natural  endowments  of  intellect,  with  will-power  and  executive  ability,  which  made  him  a 
ormidable  adversary  or  a  useful  friend.  He  aimed  to  achieve  good,  and  bis  efficiency  wu 
everywhere  acknowledged,  bat  his  blunt  and  harsh  ways  seemed,  it  is  asid,  to  extingoish  the 
ordinary  powers  by  which  men  accomplish  their  ends. 

No  one  ever  doubted  the  correctness  or  purity  of  bis  motives,  but  many  objected  to  his 
uncompromising  dispoeition  and  savage  logic.  It  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  say  that  he  was 
almost  intolerant  in  his  sense  and  administration  of  justice,  either  on  or  off  the  henoh.  Ju  ii- 
oious  lawyers  understood  the  consequence  of  incurring  bis  serious  displeasure,  and  usually 
avdded  that  calamity.  He  was  a  strong  man,  with  strong  purposes,  strong  attachments  and 
strong  aversions ;  and  when  ho  decided  war  against  a  roan  be  made  the  fur  fly.  He  struck  boldly, 
and  caused  his  friends  to  join  in  what  might  be  termed  an  "anvil  chorus"  when  he  gave  the  time 
for  "  music  from  the  entire  l)aiid."  His  devotion  to  the  excellent  educational  institution  at  Gales- 
ville, now  floarishing  under  the  presidency  of  Prof.  J.  W.  McLaury  (who  was  the  first  man  to 
shake  up  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse  to  the  necessity  of  greater  efficiency  in  the  public  schools),  did 
not  permit  any  of  bis  friends  to  lose  an  opportunity  to  contribute  to  the  success  of  bis  favorite 
enterprise. 

The  Judge  never  alloweil  the  bar  to  "  cram  "  him  with  spurious,  irrelevant  law  and  prece- 
dents to  influence  his  decisions,  and  .sometimes  unceremoniously  disputed  the  authorities  cited  by 
counsel.  It  is  related  that  upon  one  occasion,  while  Judge  Gale  was  holding  court  at  Viroqua, 
Bad  Axe  County,  Attorney  William  H.  Tucker  (father  of  the  famous  American  vocalist,  "  Blaiiehe 
Roo?:ivt  Ihi,"  or  Blanche  lloosavelt  Tucker),  of  La  Crosse,  tried  to  "cram"  the ooart  with  irr«g« 
ular  citations,  and  came  to  grief  thus : 

Tueker — ^Toiir  Honor  is  fiiroiliar  with  the  laws  and  decisions  quoted? 

The  Judge — The  Court  has  no  knowledge  of  them. 

Tucker — Tbej  are  as  related. 

The  JTndgo— >f  disbelieve  the  statements. 

Tucker — What  I  stated  is  true. 

The  Judge— It  isn't. 

Tucker — It  is. 

The  Judge — Bet  you  8^0. 

But  Tucker  was  equal  to  tbo  occasion,  and,  after  realizing  his  discomfiture  and  defeiit,  ral- 
lied himself  and  caused  irrepressible  explosions  of  laughter  and  applause  amons  the  crowd  assem* 
Ued,  by  deliberately  thrnstmg  both  hands  in  his  pockets  and  remarking  slowly,  **I  back  down ; 
your  Honor  has  oversized  my  pile." 

Col.  Chase  A.  Stt-vens,  who  was  in  IHf)!  elected  as  a  Representative  of  the  counties  of  La 
Crosse,  Buffalo  and  Chippewa  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  18.55,  was  also  one  of  tbe  pioneers 
who  eame  in  this  year,  and  was  far  from  being  an  easy  man  to  bailie.  His  resources  and  strat- 
.    egy  are  ."aid  to  be  manifold  and  unfathoniuMe.    But  his  faults  shall  not  here  be  narrate<i.  the 

Surpose  beiiig  merely  to  confirm  and  establish  tbe  premises  above  ventured,  that  in  those  early 
ays  of  La  Crosse  pioneers  there  were  men  whom  it  was  not  safe  for  shallow^pated  adventarers 
to  trifle  with  ;  and,  in  grouping  the  leaders  of  the  conflicting  forces,  the  wish  is  expres8e<l  to 
place  the  reader  in  possession  of  points  that  will  convince  bim  there  were  wide>awake  men  on 
guard. 
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Col- Stevens,  say  those  who  knew  him  intimately,  will  never  be  duplicated  in  this  world. 
He  WM  die  son  of  a  clergyman  and  born  in  Maine.  He  was  an  uncommonly  hamlsomo  man, 
of  commanding  appearance,  fully  six  feet  tall,  of  about  two  hundred  pounds,  with  l)l:ick  and 
glossy  hair  and  beard,  a  fascinating  eye,  and  a  laugh  that  could  be  heard  for  a  Ions  distance. 
He  was  as  subtle  as  lightning,  and  when  he  seemed  to  be  most  frivolous,  he  was  doubtless  con- 
cocting some  of  his  severest  plots.  His  putative  or  principal  plaee  of  domicile  was  at  the  south 
end  of  Sixth  street,  being  the  property  now  owned  and  occupie<i  by  the  family  of  the  lamented 
ex-Mayor  Colwell,  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  Republic  while  leading  the  immortal  Light 

laard  in  the  battle  of  South  Mountain.  His  residence  was  here,  but  he  was  ubiquitous,  and 
the  stories  that  are  told  of  him  and  his  capacity  to  en1ir;hten,  edifj  and  astonish,  almost  to  par> 
slysis,  the  populace,  are  wonderful,  not  to  say  incredible. 

He  Icn  La  Crosse  during  late  years,  and,  after  an  abeence  of  some  months  returned  here, 
but  so  perfectly  disguise!  in  the  garb  of  a  Quaker  as  to  defy  detection,  and  for  a  fortnight 
"theed"  and  thoued  "  old-time  acquaintances  with  a  familiarity  that  bred  surprise  and  curi- 
osity.   Finally,  hi.s  laugh  betrayed  his  identity  and  abandoning  the  comedy,  he  disappeared  and 

as  been  in  La  Crosse  out  a  limited  number  of  times  sinoe.  He  died  in  May,  1881,  in  the  dty 
of  Baton  Bong^  La. 

(»Rn,A\r/.ATIOX  OF  I,A  (  Kn-SK  COrNTY. 

In  February  of  this  year,  a  bill  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  provid" 
ing  for  the  division  of  Crawford  County,  and  the  organization  of  La  Crosse  and  Bad  Axe  Coun- 
ties, the  former  to  he  constituted  out  of  that  portion  of  Crawford  County  lying  north  or  west  of 
the  limits  of  Bad  Axe  County,  which  was  described  as  follows :  Beginning  at  the  northwest 
eomer  of  the  eonntjr  of  Richland,  thence  running  south  on  the  range  line  between  Ranges  2 
and  3  west,  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  24  of  Township  11,  north  of  Range  3  west, 
bence  west  on  the  section  line  to  the  houndarv  line  of  ttiis  State,  in  the  main  channel  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  thence  northerly  on  the  boundary  line  of  this  State  in  the  said  river  to  the 
point  of  Intersection  of  said  boundary  line,  and  the  township  line  between  Townships  1 4  an<l  15 
T'  -rth.  thence  east  in  said  township  litie  to  tlie  northeast  corner  of  Township  14,  north  of  Range 
1  east,  thence  south  on  the  range  line  between  Ranges  1  and  2  east,  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
Township  18  of  Range  1  east,  tnenoe  west  on  the  township  line  between  12  and  18  to  the  place 
of  Winning. 

The  act  further  provide<l  for  an  election  for  town  and  county  officers  to  he  holden  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  April  next  ensuing,  for  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  La  Crosse  upon  con- 
4itioo  that  the  people  furnished  suitable  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes  of  minor  importanoe. 

Accordinjrlv,  an  elccfimi  was  held  at  the  time  designator!,  when  there  were  thirtv-six  votes 
polled,  with  the  result  as  follows :  Timothy  Burns  was  chosen  Chairman ;  Lloyd  L.  Lewis, 
Sapervisor;  C.  A.  Stevens,  Town  Clerk;  Robert  Looney,  J.  Bean  and  James  Reed,  Justices 
of  the  Peace;  Lodowic  Lewis,  Treasurer,  and  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis,  Town  Superintendent.  At 
this  time,  as  ha«  alreruly  hfon  noted.  La  Croose  County  embraced  the  present  counties  of  Jack- 
fon  and  Trempealeau,  and  was  of  immense  dimensions. 

Immediately  upon  the  organisation  of  the  county,  the  town' of  La  Crosse  was  surveyed  by 
William  Hood,  a  surveyor  who  had  settled  here  late  in  1S.50,  nr  early  in  IKoL  The  original 
plat  was  made  on  land  owned  by  Timothy  Burns  and  H.  J.  B.  Miller^  and  now  constitutes  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  the  city,  being  comprehended  within  Fiftti,  Rivw  and  Mount  Vernon 
streets  and  the  Missiirippi  River.  There  were  originally  34  blocks  and  266  large  lots.  While 
the  survey  was  in  progress.  Levy.  La  Due,  Stoddard  and  Cameron,  foreseeing  that  La  Crosse 
vas  at  some  time  in  the  near  future  destined  to  become  a  large  city,  endeavored  to  procure  an 
ntension  of  the  streets  then  being  laid  out  down  through  their  claima,  and  tiiua  make,  at  the 
beginning,  a  village  of  straight  streets,  with  some  system,  and  suggestinir  *he  river  front,  he 
vacated  for  lease  porposes.  But  Burns  and  Miller  decided  tu  plat  their  own  land  only,  leaving 
pctiiionen  to  lay  their  claims  oat  aa  additiona  to  the  original  plat.  This  fact  gives  the  leaaon 
I  w  whatever  lack  of  qrmmetry  thwre  may  seem  to  be  in  the  surveyi  of  aome  of  the  etreets. 
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In  April  ooonrfed  (be  first  fire  in  the  connty ;  die  first  ease  of  eholeim  fi>nowing  in  Jssci 
and  that  succeeded  by  an  election  of  county  officers  in  the  course  of  the  sanmior.  | 

The  fire  was  the  result  of  a  defective  flue — of  late  years  the  inevitable  cause  cited  by  experts 
in  their  efforts  to  solve  the  mysterj  of  a  conflac^ration  when  no  other  explanation  could  be 
framed — located  in  Mr.  Levy's  domicile,  and  extinguished  by  the  help  of  thoee  attracted  to  the  , 

icenet  with  water-buckets  and  pails,  before  the  loss  was  irreparable.  As  it  was,  the  roof  wu 
charred  and  the  interior  defaced ;  but  the^e  deficienoies  wrc  at  onoe  made  up,  and  the  hotel 
continued  as  attractive  as  it  had  been  when  alone  in  the  wilderness. 

The  first  Tame  of  cholera  occnrred  in  Jane,  Mr.  John  Collins  being  the  victim.    It  was  at 

the  time  of  Mr.  Levy's  building  his  frame  house  adjoining  the  hotel  he  had  put  up  in  1847. 
and  where  now  stands  the  International.  The  weather  was  excessively  warm  and  sickly,  and 
no  surprise  was  manifested  when  Mr.  Collins  was  taken  down,  though  it  was  not  anticipated 
that  his  attack  would  result  in  cholera.  Through  the  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levy,  who  badseeD 
some  of  tha  phases  of  the  disease  while  it  was  epidemic  in  the  United  States  four  years  pre- 
viOttSt  suspected  the  malady  was  gravitating  in  that  direction,  directed  the  treatment  admiau- 
tered  so  as  to  harmonise  with  that  recommended  when  the  cholera  bad  been  the  resalt  ef 
medical  diagnosis.  Their  patient,  however,  seemed  not  to  rally,  but  rather  to  grow  vorK. 
"The  medicine  didn't  seem  to  operate,"  remarked  Mr.  Levy,  when  detailing  the  symptoms  and 
process  employed  to  afford  relief.  "  In  other  words,  the  attack  was  so  violent  as  to  be  bejoii'i 
the  reach  of  medicaments  appeared  to  us  all."  Nevertheless,  stronger  medicines  were 
applied,  and  after  a  ciitical  period,  continuing  until  daylight  of  the  morning  after  which  he  wj* 
taken,  thejpatient  perceptibly  improved.  About  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  those  having  him  u> 
efaarge  noticed  that  his  shoulders  and  spinal  column  were  very  much  discolored,  and  made  op 
their  minds  that  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  mortal  help.  Notwithstanding  which,  he  was  cared 
for  all  the  more  solicitously  with  results  both  gratifyinj;  and  permanent,  as  was  evidenced  when 
Mrs.  Levy,  who  had  retired  late  at  niglit,  resumed  her  wulch.  He  ultimately  recovered  un<ier 
careful  nursing ;  but  the  effects  of  this  terrible  experience  were  visible  during  bis  life  time,  and 
he  attributed  hi.s  recovery,  as  do  the  surviving  members  of  bis  family,  to  the  treatment  aduia* 
istered  by  and  the  attention  of  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Levy. 

Tile  case  created  soaie  excitement  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  yet  no  panic  Iji- 
lowed  as  would  be  the  case  in  thickly  settled  communities.  But  in  those  days  men,  and  women, 
too,  for  that  matter,  were  calloused  to  fear  and  insensible  to  circumstances  that  would  to-day  be 
m;arded  as  critical.  The  type  of  men  and  women  who  flourished  in  the  early  history  o(  the 
West  were  radically  different  from  those  who  came  after,  in  many  tDStances;  more  of  booe 
and  muscle,  and  less  of  superfluous  matter  thail  possess  types  of  succeeding  generations ;  mors 
of  genuine  gold  and  less  of  gilt;  more  common  sense  anrl  less  of  sugar  candy.  As  communities 
are  built  up  and  their  iniluence  is  e.xtended,  they  become  wealiluer  and  thereby  educate  an 
effeminaqr  which  is  expressed  in  the  deterioration  of  the  energies,  capacitiea  and  endttranoe  of 
those  who  are  directly  benefitted  by  these  pecuniary  accretions. 

The  case  of  cholera  was  soon  forgotten  in  the  rush  of  events,  to  be  remembered  only  by 
the  beneficiary  and  his  relatives,  and  the  election  came  on,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  Timothy 
Bums  as  Judge  of  the  Goun^  Court,  William  T.  Price  as  Re^ster  of  Deeds,  Clerk  of  the 
Court  and  County  Treasurer,  and  Robert  Looney  Clerk  of  the  Board.  The  officials  hid 
scarcely  qualified  before  the  regular  election,  provided  for  by  the  act  organizing  the  county,  to 
be  held  in  November,  took  place,  with  the  felfewing  resalt:  Oeorae  Gale,  Judge ;  A.  ffldnd. 
Sheriff;  F.  M.  Rublee,  Treasurer;  C.  A.  Stevens,  Register  of  Deeds,  and  BolMrt  Looney. 
Clerk  of  the  Court  and  Clerk  of  the  liuard. 

On  the  lltb  of  November,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  County  Supervisors  was  coa< 
vened,  the  Town  Supervisors  having  met  during  the  sommer  in  the  frame  boildinc  then  In 
progress  of  bollding  by  John  M.  Levy.  At  the  latter  meeting  Wyram  Knowlton  was  the  Ohai^ 
man. 
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The  meeting  held  in  November  was  composed  of  Timothy  Burns,  of  the  town  of  Ls  CroMe; 
.1.  Spaul<liri>r.  town  of  Albion  :  Charlen  Whipple,  town  of  Pine  Vnlley.    Robert  Loonej  Mted 

as  Clerk,  ami  the  proceedings  were  iis  follows  : 

On  motion  of  T  Burns,  Jacob  Spaulcling  wu  nominated  liiid  appointed  ChairmMi  of  the  Board  of  Superviaora 
iaiad  for       county  of  L»  Crosse. 

No.  1.— F.  M.  Rublee  &  Co.'s  bill,  for  blank  books  allowed.   f2  60 

No.  i. — Thomas  McL>o wall's  bill  for  boarding  ImMkat  fMipir,  ud  tsktagfltMVf  him 

thn*  WMks  ud  on*  dny,  cllowod   9  26 

No.  8. — S.  C.  JoliiiMn'a  bill,  fbr  in«diwl  kltondnsoo  on  truniMt  pnapor  proNBtad  ft* 

S''*  ftllowed  •.•■..•..«...»..•*.■.....«*  6  00 

Aiijourneil  iiniil  8  o'clock  A.  M.  in  the  forenoon  of  Nuvvmher  18-'jl. 
^let  persuant  to  adjournrnent. 

Bjr  ordrr  of  the  board  hereby  orders  that  there  be  leried  on  the  aueaament  rolU  of  the  Mveral  towns  of  Ln 
i  rMM  Coantj,  three  mills  «■  tilt  dollsr  for  •  Stat*  tu  «■  th*  dollar  vdnatlM,  aad  tw»  mills  for  aaliool  tax,  tad 
Ut  mills  for  •  oooBly  tax. 


▼alnaiioB  ofth*  aa*ss*ui*Bt  roll  of  tli*  town  «f  I*  Okvas*  $28,969 

rorStataUz   71  90  07 

for  School  Ux   47  98 

Kr,r  County  tax   117  84 


UrJered  by  the  Board  of  Sup<>rvi!turA  that  the  Clerk  of  said  board  use  one  cent  an  siarnp  of  said  county.  Th* 
^•oard  proceeded  to  select  Grand  . I II rur-i.  Namen  Mi-lrcicil  :  K.  W.  Jcnka,  John  Jones,  A.  M.  Hill.C.  11.  Johnson,  JuB*a 
!<ik«s,  Joseph  Clancy.  Gilbert  Congden,  M.  1*.  BennMt,  £.  Jiroadhond.  B.  F.  Huston,  Hugh  Wedge,  George  Nichol",  Jamas 
•)  Ncal, Joseph  Stiokney,  John  Lewis,  Philander  Chsndlsr,  David M.W«at,  William  Douglass,  Ohastar  Frost,  Hugh  I>oug- 
ltM,lIill«B  Barlow.  WiliiMa  Oilliniar,  W.  N.  Hall.  Thanwa  a.  Pauanon,  A.  D.  U  Ooa^  John  Adans.  D.  Baad.C;jrna 
{■hsfplosa. Aaron  Matriaion,  WlUiani  Humpstock.  Wililam  B.  MeSpaddin,  Cliarles  V.  Ssgar.  John  Dal*,  C.  N.  KaKanaia, 
fxkrri  Wilson,  Wilson  Bawar,  William  Jones,  Romeo  Bostwiek,  R.  A.  Gridley,  John  C.  Laird.  Jamaa  W.  Pollia,  J.  T. 
fliapaisn,  .lames  Itogers,  Jokn  Johnson,  George  Chester,  John  M.  Lery,  George  Batchelder,  J.  B.  Bean,  Peter  Bama 

ud  U.  I'  r.r./vpr 

The  iK.ani  priiceeded  to  select  Petit  Jurors.  Nftraes  selected:  Charles  Whipple,  .'oli  Miller,  William  K.  Lewis, 
Jfj«hiii»  (Jledden,  Joseph  R.  French,  IV  W.  Iteynoldx,  William  F.  Petit,  F.  W-CurlisH,  Huilcl  (iorden,  O.  i<.  Holbrook, 
Ji'kn  M.  (iarlick,  Thomas  Paddock,  John  McLane,  II.  W.  liickooks,  Luther  L.  Lewi-*,  N^illiatu  H.  Kingham,  W.  H. 
Kfll'iir,  .lohii  t_"arnpbell.  \lichael  Tmffs.  Thomas  Leonard,  GustSTua  Nicoli,  N.  R.  Fish,  Thomas  ,Mc!)onfll,  Hyrun 
Vi*tj<,  K.  R.  ('a-tp,  Ni'l.'».in  B.  (jilbert,  William  .Nicholls,  James  Garrett,  W.  tJladden,  15.  F.  .I.-lm-Dn,  Kuniell  Hill, 
Thomas  More,  Wjiliam  Hood.  Luther  Wilson.  Z.  L  Chapman,  John  Meek.  W.  W.  Bennett,  d.  W.  W.irrtn,  ('.  U.  Sin- 
<>«r,  Albert  TuMle,  W.  M.  Heweti,  Luther  A.  Jones.  MatUas  Kiohmond,  Beiuamin  V.  Wright,  A.  M.  Weeks,  William 
MiMMT,  Bobart  Holnca,  Janes  Roaa,  B«njamin  McCaillatar,  Charles  F.  Gamer,  John  Lee,  WilUani  I)r*,  J.  M.  Ilaraon, 
IkoBMa  Strnfcn,  Thoaiaa  Bart,  Saaoial  Canlwr,  B.  W.  Daxtar.  William  T.  Priea.  C.  B.  Kimball,  B.  (Jordon,  Abcan 
Baniy  F.  Wood,  It  H.  Bowao.  J.  JauaoD,  Joabua  Rldgeley  and  C.  W.  Bhko. 

The  fm  ofldal  ordar  la  aa  fbllowa,  in  tha  BrinntaB  of  proaiadlBfi  of  iha  ConmlMieBara. 


URI>I!R  BOOK. 

Mofanhar  tha  Itth.  A.  D.  1851.   F.  M.  BuUaa,  Praaantad  A  Bill  For  Two  Blaak  Books  whioh  was  allowad. 

(TaoDollan  *  Flltvaanta)  97  80 

Th*  eradit  ia  thus  given  : 

Older  No.  1  aanceled  .Nov.  26,  1862.  Ishuad  to  F.  H.  Rublee  ft  Oft.,  $2  60.  Baeelved  Nov.  17. 1861  Couaij 
OtdsrHo.!.  F.  M.  Bvnutn  ft  Go. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  apparent  that  condensation  rather  than  style  was  preferred  ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  chirography,  expedition  rather  than  elegance  was  sought  to  be  obtained. 
Itnsearcely  necessary  to  add  that  both  desires  were  conserved  to  the  wishes  of  those  interested, 
and  the  record  throaghout  b^ars  evidence  of  the  absence  of  superrogstion  and  impromptu  gush. 

The  conception  of  La  Crosse  County,  accomplished  near  a  decade  previous,  wa.s  horn  in  the 
early  days  of  this  year,  and  under  the  tutorship  of  men  to  whom  the  infant  was  intrusted, 
Attained  wonderfol  growth  *nd  strength  before  the  falling  leevee  forced  the  pioneers  from  par> 
wits  of  enterprise,  to  seek  comfort  and  arrange  plans  over  the  winter's  loi^. 

in  April  of  the  year  when  the  county  was  brought  forth  and  introduced  to  an  admiring 
coutitaeney  as  an  independent  sovereignty,  there  was  not  to  exceed  Stc  fiwiilies,  oiHisisting  of 
teas  than  thirty  pernoii^.  ^e  mercantile  interests,  it  ia  said,  were  represenlod  by  two  small 
•hops,  neither  of  which  appeared  to  be  burdened  with  customers.  The  surrounding  country 
was  an  uninhabited  wilderness,  from  which  the  Indians  had  just  been  exded,  and  in  which  bea^is 
of  pref  still  predominated.   Here  and  there  periiaps  was  to  be  foitnd  a  solitaxy  settler.  Isolated, 
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bat  tmbidods  of  trying  new  fields.   It  was  then  a  point  of  tnnsitton  from  bftrbarism  to  dnrifin* 

tion.  and  in  the  village  of  Ln  Crosse,  the  very  foundation  of  nil  those  moral,  eocialt  litentjui 
religione  institattons  peculiar  to  Christian  countries  were  yet  to  be  laid. 

To  new-comers,  the  situation  appeared  inversely  as  compared  with  its  appearance  to  Hioei 
who  had  conquered  a  success  there  after  years  of  patient  waiting ;  and  to  one  who  had  beoi 
rounded  with  social  and  educational  advantages  yet  to  he  enjoyed  in  La  Cros?e,  it  was  like 
making  a  home  on  islands  of  ice  and  amid  polar  snow:^.  Yet  to  these  agencies,  acting  in  oon- 
junction  with  the  earlier  pioneers,  oame  the  immediate  prosperity  which  followed  the  wonderfal 
advance  made  this  year,  and  the  fileasing  nnd  encouragiiif:  outlook  f)r  succeeding  years,  U 
directly  traced.  Through  their  influence  and  exertions,  a  rapid  change  was  manifested  in  tbe 
entire  aspect  of  things.  The  population  steadily  inoreaaed,  improvements  were  made,  a  eode  of 
morals  established  by  the  religious  and  scholastic  element  took  the  place  of  right  as  the  resah 
of  might,  and  produced  effects  differing  from  those  caused  by  fear,  as  the  sunshine  of  adajit 
June  differs  from  a  killing  frost. 

THB  OOUHTT  8BAT. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  county  seat  was  located  at  La  Crosse  were  Uiat  suitaf  \ 
buildings  be  erected  without  delay.  But  the  truth  is  there  was  no  other  point  which  cou  i ; 
be  so  designated.  Settlements  were  limited  to  the  village  save,  as  already  indicated,  on  farms 
which  had  not  yet  become  productive  Yet  there  was  necessity  for  buihlings  to  accommodate 
the  growing  population,  to  accommodate  public  meetings,  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  religions 
observances  and  educational  privileges.  To  supply  all  these  wants  and  to  conform  to  tbe  pn>- 
visions  of  the  act  of  oiganisation,  it  was  decided  this  year  to  erect  a  court  house,  and  a  court 
house  was  erected  that  remained  a  monument  to  their  ambitious  and  architectural  ethim  fiir 
nearly  twenty  years. 

It  was  constructed  of  lumber  procured  on  Black  River  (all  lumber  was  obtained  from  the  lam- ; 
ber  regions  which  then  bordered  and  still  line  that  stream  of  peculiar  color  and  eccentricities, creq^j 

ing  its  way  at  times  sluggishly  from  the  north,  until  it  empties  into  the  Mississippi  at  its  conflaeno*, 
with  the  Iju  Crosse),  late  in  1851.    The  design  had  been  prepared  though,  and  when  the  material 
was  delivered,  little  delay  was  experienced  in  putting  it  into  shape,  raising  the  frame  and  having  it 
safclv  covered  before  winter.     Work  was  continued  on  it  durintr  the  succeedinj;  weeks  with  sui"li  i 
advantageous  results  that  a  school  was  opened  therein  by  Abner  S.  Goddard  soon  after  the  boli- 1 
days.   The  court  house  was  26x86  in  dimensions,  two  stories  high,  and  became  the  scene  «( 
many  an  a<lventure  and  other  experience  that  .should  have  been  preserved  for  posterity.    It  mi 
proposed  and  completed  by  men  who  have  not  passed  entirely  beyond  the  memory  of  some  who 
still  survive,  and  who  will  be  preserved  in  the  history  of  that  city  on  the  bunks  of  the  luianl 
sea,  the  waves  of  which  glide  onward  to  the  ocean,  as  long  as  the  city  continues. 

Among  the  other  improvomciif-J  wero  Iiou<c-<  and  slianties  put  up  by  F.  M.  Hublee  ani 
Deacon  Smith,  on  Front  street;  a  hotel  (the  Black  iiiver  House),  by  William  McSpaddin:  a 
shanty  by  Timothy  Bums,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Mills  House ;  shanties  by  Howara  Cnmer. 
C.  A.  Stevens,  Mr.  Munville.  Mr.  Fuhr  and  Dr.  White,  all  on  the  prairie  :  Elder  Reynold*  h 
a  shanty  near  where  the  Third  Ward  School  now  is;  Robert  Looney  where  Deacon  Smith  now| 
lives  ;  D.  C.  Evans  kept  store  on  the  present  site  of  the  Robinson  House;  J.  M.  Levy  in  a  oevi 
building  on  a  portion  of  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  International ;  Deacon  Smith  and  F.  M. 
Rubier  on  Front  street,  which  comprised  the  stores;  (Jeorge  Howard  furnished  metlicinea  anil 
filled  prescriptions;  the  second  story  of  Smith's  store  was  sometimes  u.«ed  as  a  church ;  Dr.l 
White  attendkBd  diseased  humanity  and  carpraters  fSmhioned  the  coffins  of  those  beyond  die  ntA 
of  medical  skill,  after  which  they  were  interred  in  the  churchyard  where  Hersbheimer's  fenndn! 
now  Is.  I 

The  spring  of  1851  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  first  Norweoan  colony  who  came  to  Ui 
Crosse.  It  was  composed  of  H.  N.  Solberg,  John  K\>><,  B.  Stern,  Lars  Olstad,  Lors  By.  Han» 
CKinsderschwein,  0.  Nelson.  Paul  Tallifson,  Ole  Tallifson,  Lars  Straus.  Cliristian  Hiilbur^.  0^ 
Onrood  and  one  or  two  others.    They  came  by  the  way  of  St.  Joseph's  Kidge,  and  reacbio^ 
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n  flo  the  lOdi  of  May  settled,  many  of  them  in  Boitwick's  Valley,  where  they  grew  in  prom- 
tnce.  Their  medium  of  travel  was  by  ox-teama,  and  the  only  way  they  were  able  to  descend 
e  bluffs  was  to  unyoke  the  steers  and  let  the  wagons  down  with  ropes.    This  incident  impressed 
iny  of  them  with  the  peculiarities  of  a  situation,  which,  to  say  the  least,  was  inconvenient, 
otnoie  so,  however,  than  that  of  H.  N.  Solberg,  who  soon  after  went  down  the  river,,  and 
>on  his  return  boarded  the  Dr.  Franklin,  No.  2,  Capt.  George  Loughton,  subsequently  a  resi- 
Dt  of  Piatteville,  and  was  obliged  to  go  without  food  until  J.  M.  Levy,  who  was  a  passenger, 
eertainiiigtlie  hat  to  whidi  So»erg  had  been  subjected,  iiunated  npon  bis  being  admitted  to  the 
bin  table,  and  obtaining  what  he  wanted.    Had  it  not  been  for  this,  Solberg  to  day  asserts, 
would  have  starved,  as  he  was  a  deck  passenger,  and  unable  to  obtain  any  food  or  comforts. 
In  this  same  year.  Levy  erected  a  house  on  Front  street,  south  of  Pearl,  which  has,  meta- 
rxally  speaking,  survived  an  experience  in  conipiirison  with  which  that  of  Japhet  in  search 
father  was  tame.    In  this  was  held,  it  is  claimed,  the  first  Sabbath  school  ever  assembled 
La  Crosse,  and  here  the  earnest  but  somewhat  profane  Deacon  Johnson  was  wont  to  lead  in 
tytr.     Hetr     O  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  the  promisee  Thoa  hast  made,  hear  us,  we  beseech 
i>e.  Corne  right  in  upon  us."   lie  would  continae,   Come  etnught  down  through  the  roof, 
1 1  will  pay  for  the  shingles ; "  and  so  on. 

Upon  one  occasion,  the  workers  in  the  vineyard  gathered  there  wero  prone  on  their  knees 
the  of^site  end  of  the  bendi,  and  fiiiled  to  connect  when  the  oonelurion  wee  reached.  As  a 
ult,  the  bench,  yielding  to  an  unexpected  weight,  tipped  the  prayerful  occupants  onto  the  floor 
7  unceremoniously,  causing  unexpected  hilarity  and  expression  of  pain  from  those  who  had 
n  precipitated,  mingled  wiui  expressions  of  what  aro  represented  to  have  been  profani^both 
gioal  and  emphatic. 

(Jpon  another  occiision,  Deacon  Jolmson  was  arrayed  in  faultless  style,  compatible  with  his 
liitiaa  ekaracter  on  the  Sabbath,  pre{):ired  to  attend  divine  service  and  lead  in  prayer  to  the 
rer  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift.  While  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  his  irresistible 
iet,  he  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  announcement  from  his  son  that  some  coal  pits  be 
led,  and  then  being  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Commercial  Hotel,  were  on  fire,  and  could 
isdhf  be  saved.  Thereapon,  say  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  ftete,  he  abandoned  preach- 
'and  began  to  swear  so  elaborately  and,  at  the  same  time  in  a  manner  so  finished,  as  to  leave 
oubt  in  the  minds  of  his  hearers  as  to  which  he  most  excelled  in,  praying  or  profanity  ? 
— be  would  say  this  is  the  streak  of  luck  I  ever  had.      0(wd  Lord  fornve 

for  my  sins  and  wickedness  in  thus  taking  Thy  Holy  Name  in  vain  .    riT  be 

-—if  1  can  heed  it — but  0  Lord  deliver  me  "  and  so  on,  to  the  amusement  and  curiosity  of 
:ai«roiis  sised  aadienoe. 

Id  this  house  wu  givoi  the  first  theatrical  representation  ever  advertised  to  take  ptnee  in 

Croese.  The  play  was  a  domestic  drama,  it  is  said,  of  the  most  original  type,  and  assumed 
s  company  of  actors  of  which  C.  T.  Langrishe,  an  actor  of  prominence  in  those  days,  and 
4iier-in>l»w  of  John  Dillon,  was  the  manager.  The  andienee  is  said  to  have  been  critically 
the  performance  fastidiously  choice,  and  the  equipments,  mountings,  etc.,  such  ;is  were 
er  before,  if  ever  since,  displayed  in  the  cause  of  Melpomene  or  Gomus.  The  old  house  still 
ids;  once  the  reeort  of  the  duty  it  has  become  the  abiding  place  of  dqiraved  bacchanals,  and 
sreence  the  name  of  God  was  reverenced  it  is  now  taken  in  vain. 

This  year  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  river  above  the  town  running  up  the  valley  twenty- 
CB  nules  to  William  Pettits,  the  present  site  of  tlie  village  of  Sparta;  the  mail  was  carried  weekly 
n  Prairie  da  Chien  to  St.  i'aul  by  Reed  &  Shanfur,  and  in  December,  a  division  of  the  Sons 
Feinperance  is  siid  to  hiive  been  instituted,  consisting  of  ten  members  with  W.  W.  Ustick,  VV. 

Corydon  Boughtou,  VV.  A.;  Joseph  K.  French,  H.  S.;  J.  G.  McCatheron,  the  minor  offices 
ng  filled  by  James  Oalligher,  Samuel  D.  Hastings,  W.  Sntcliff,  O.  Simpkins,  B.  S.  Reppy 
I  R.  II.  Powell,  respectively. 

On  Christmas  D  ty.  1851,  the  inhabitants  of  La  Crosse  and  vicinity  engaged  in  a  turkey 
ei  mi  the  Mlesi&^ippi  Kivor  opposite  the  village,  which  was  universally  participated  in  eiul 
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the  occasion  of  unlimited  sport.    Mr.  Levy  su.stained  the  loss  of  all  his  turkeys,  but  whoVM  ik" 
several  prizes  contested  for,  and  what  they  consisted  of,  have  been  lost  to  memory. 

In  the  evening  occurred  the  Grst  grand  ball  that  varied  pioneer  life  in  the  present  city.  It. 
too,  was  a  state  occasion  and  generally  attended.  Among  those  who  were  present  to  piroaett. 
chassez  and  dance  the  ''monnaie  musk,"  were  Misses  Emily  Carlton,  Julia  Beard.sley.  Margjre: 
and  Marv  Burns,  Susan  Do  France,  Mary  and  Alvira  Kellogg,  Mary  Smith ;  Messrs.  Robin- 
son, Clark  and  Oaar;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Spaalding,  on  their  bridal  trip  from  Black  RlTer: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Levy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Lieut.  Gov.  BonN. 
Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  George  Carlton,  among  the  ladies;  and  Joshua  La  due,  Peter  Burns,  H.  Crv 
mer,  Mark  Kelloge,  T.  Clark,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Fales,  Lewis  Johnson,  Hillarius  ^Solberg, 
John  0.  Laird,  Jran  Orookston,  H.  B.  Habbard,  Mr.  Gear,  a  son  of  Judge  Dann  and  tooie 
others,  among  the  gentlemen. 

The  music  consisted  of  a  violin,  which  was  played  by  Mr.  Brisbois,  of  Prairie  du  Chiea- 
and  those  who  were  in  attendance  upon  the  a.Hgembly,"  as  similar  gatherings  were,  in  ih<j6e' 
days  termed,  recall  it  as  one  of  the  happiest  experiences  of  their  days  of  frontier  life.  TTm 
palm  of  beauty  was  awarded  to  Miss  Emily  Carlton,  it  is  said,  who  was  one  of  the  rarest  i 
dences  of  female  perfection  seen  in  this  portion  of  Wisconsin,  a  State  noted  for  the  number  of 
iti  beautiful  women.  The  dance  was  continued  antil  midnight,  when  an  intermission  wis 
indulged  to  afford  the  guests  an  opportunity  to  partake  of  refreshments  furnished  by  the  ladies 
of  La  Crosse,  and  served  by  Simeon  Kellogg,  at  that  time  landlord  of  the  Western  Enterprise 
Hotel,  which  bad  been  vacated  a  short  time  previously  by  Mr.  Levy  to  mc^ve  into  his  boast 
ftdjoini^g,  when  the  dance  was  resumed  and  kept  up  nntil  daylight. 

By  1852,  the  population  of  the  present  county  was  quoted  at  not  far  from  ssTen  hundred, 
the  major  portion  of  which  was,  of  course,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  present  city.  Front 
street,  from  the  point  at  which  Nathan  Myrick  made  the  first  settlement  of  the  place  ten  years 
before,  to  the  present  vicini^  of  the  immense  flonring>mills,  which  lines  its  way  south  of  PeafI 
street,  was  tolerably  well  built  up.    Back  toward  Fifth  street,  which  was  then  prairie,  the  cabins-, 
of  settlers  who  have  since  become  citizens  of  prominence  and  wealth,  were  laid  out  and  some  -jf" 
them  built.    The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  had  became  regular,  and  the  arrival  and  depart 
ture  of  steamers  of  frequent  ooeomnoe.    Mail  facilities  had  improved,  and  communication  wita 
distant  points  comparatively  easy.    Even  at  that  day.  a  railroad  was  incubating,  and  only 
years  elapscil  before  the  whistle  of  a  locomotive  was  heard  over  the  plains,  which  stretch  off  tai 
m  almost  limitlets  extent  to  the  Bast.   Schools  were  coming  to  the  fhmt,  churches  were  in  prog^ 
ress  of  construction,  and  all  the  elements  of  times  not  entirely  free  from  deBciencics,  were 
invoked  and  improvised  to  complete  an  advance  in  civilization  that  had  been  b0gan  a  decadt 
previous  amid  surroundings  not  altogether  encouraging. 

This  year,  as  also  1858,  was  prolific  of  improvements  in  a  physical,  moral,  soeial,  religtoaa 

and  material  sense.  Many  permanent  buildings  were  erected,  among  them,  the  first  saw-mill 
in  the  vicinity,  near  the  mouth  of  the  La  Crosse  River,  where  it  was  put  up  by  Timothy  Biirn.% 
F.  M.  Rublee,  S.  T.  Smith,  Willis  Gregory  and  J.  M.  Simonton.  It  was  two  and  a  half  stories 
high,  containing  a  forty  horse-power  engine,  operating  two  saws,  ft  lathe  and  grist-mill,  wii 

capacity  for  cutting  16,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day. 

On  the  22d  of  January  of  this  year,  in  the  upper  room  of  a  two-story  building,  then  situ: 
on  the  west  side  of  Front  street,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  between  Main  and  State  street,  w 
organized  the  first  Congregational  and  first  Baptist  Churches  of  La  Grotse.  by  the  Revs.  Wilhasl 
H.  Cord  and  John  C.  Sherwin.  Union  services  were  conducted  by  these  congregations,  and  also  bf 
the  Methodist,  until  the  summer  of  this  year,  when  the  Baptists  built  a  church  at  the  northwest 
oomer  of  Fourth  and  State  streets,  and  withdrew.  The  union  services,  however,  were  eontinoNN 
by  the  Congregational ists  and  Methoiiists  until  1854,  when  the  latter  built  their  first  churdlj 
and  the  former  held  services  in  the  old  Third  Ward  School  house.  All  of  these  chorches  nai 
have  commodious  edifices,  and  each  sustains  a  large  Sabbath  school.  I 
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Bat  6mm  were  not  w  serene  as  these  pages  might  indicate.    In  (he  midst  of  these  peaceful 

and  prosperous  evidences  of  growth,  the  hand  of  tlie  jissnssin  was  busy,  and  no  less  than  three 
murders  are  reputed  to  have  occurred  between  late  in  the  fall  of         and  midsummer  of  1852. 

THE  RFCnARDSON  HOMICIDE. 

The  first  was  that  of  Samuel  Richardson,  by  Andrew  Grover,  a  Deputy  Sheriff  in  the 
Black  River  country.  Some  a.ssert  that  he  was  one  of  the  los  thieves  who  overran  the  country 
aboot  that  time,  and,  being  caught  in  the  act,  was  stabbed  to  death  before  he  oonld  defend  him* 
isl£   This  at  Onalaska. 

Another  account  is  that  deceased  had  shot  the  dog  of  his  assassin,  and  one  day  meeting  him 
ttOak  Spring,  on  the  Black  River,  in  a  house,  visited  by  both,  hustled  Orover  out  and  bade 
him  decamp.  But  the  latter,  greatly  enrage*!,  at  once  resolved  to  inflict  summary  vengeance, 
snd.  lying  in  wait  armed  with  a  large  butcher-knife,  sprang  upon  Richard.son  as  he  made  his 
exit  from  the  bouse,  and  dealt  him  a  back -handed  blow  on  the  front  of  the  throat,  the  knife 
penetrating  to  the  hilt.  The  Tietim  stagj^sred  forivard  a  few  stefM  and  fell  lifeless.  An  inquest 
was  held,  and  Grover  arraigned,  after  which  he  was  sent  to  Prairie  dtt  <'hien  for  safe-keeping, 
being  placed  in  the  old  fort  for  that  purpose.  But  he  kicked  off  the  shackles  and  made  bis 
tNspe.  leaving  behind  him  the  laconic  statement,  I  must  go  home  to  hoe  com,  and  I  will  be 
back  when  court  sits !"  The  above  is  an  account  fumidied  1^  A.  Bldred,  the  first  Sheriff  of 
La  Crosj^e  County ;  bat  an  old  settler  isserts  that  Grover  was  arraigned,  tried,  and,  in  spite  of 
the-proverbial  delays  of  the  law,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  Waupun.  He  was  conveyed  thither, 
lad  died  in  the  shambles  before  bis  release  or  pardon  could  be  aooomplished. 

THK  STAFKOHI)  snOOTIN(i. 

Shortly  after  the  Richardson  homicide,  a  hostler  employed  at  the  New  England  Hotel,  but 
who  resided  with  his  wife  in  a  tent  on  Front  street,  near  the  present  site  of  Colman's  Mill,  one 
night  upon  his  return  home  from  work,  lie  is  alleged  to  have  discovered  a  man  named  Chance 
Stafford  occupying  a  position  in  the  tent  to  which  no  stranger  should  be  admitted,  and 
departing,  procured  s  shot  gun,  with  which  he  returned  to  the  Wont  street  tent.  Matters  ImA 
ondergonc  no  change  while  he  was  absent,  nnd,  firing  the  gun  at  the  sleeping  beauties,  he  lodged 
acharge  of  shot  in  the  shoulder  of  Stafford.  A  second  shot  was  fired  at  the  wife,  who  escaped 
vith  tile  loss  of  her  nightcap  frill.  Both  leaped  from  the  tent  couch,  the  man  seriously 
vounded,  and  fled  in  the  direction  of  the  river.  But  they  were  overhauled,  and  Stafford  was 
ePDVOTed  to  VVilliara.s'  barber-shop,  in  licvy's  block,  wlicre  be  was  nt{en<le<l  by  Dr.  McCrary  and 
■msd  back  to  convalesence  and  final  recovery  by  the  Senegambian  tonsorial  artist.  The  bus* 
Wnd  was  subsequently  arrugned  but  escaped  prosecution,  the  wounded  man  fiiiling  to  identify 

TFIE  MURDER  OF  DAVID  DARST. 

A  great  many  fights  and  fracases  occurred  about  this  time,  but  on  June  3,  1852,  one  of 
thsDoet  deliberately-planned  and  cold-blooded  murders  ever  chronicled  was  committed  in  Mor> 
BonCoebjf  which  greatly  excited  the  entire  community,  and  cauii  near  ending  in  the  lynching 
of  the  accused.  David  Darst,  it  seems,  had  at  a  comparatively  early  day  removed  from  Galena, 
III.,  and  settled  on  a  claim  out  in  Mormon  Cooley.  He  built  him  a  log  hut,  and,  with  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  was  soon  in  a  prosperous  oondition  fbr  a  settler  of  the  times.  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  in  which  the  murder  was  committed,  tlicre  came  up  tlie  river  from  Galena  a  young  man 
named  William  Watts,  who  bad  known  Darst  previous  to  his  removal  hither,  and  seeking  him 
o&t,  propoeed  making  a  visit  to  his  friend  of  lormer  days.  Af^er  remaining  here  a  short  time, 
accepting  the  hospitality  of  lii^  \vIiilom  friend.  Watts  deliberately  murdered  Darst,  and,  strip- 
ping the  body  of  clothing  and  valuables,  hid  it  in  a  plum  thicket  that  occupied  a  ravine  near  the 
kooae.  The  murderer  dressed  himself  in  the  garb  of  the  dead  victim  of  his  devilish  covetous- 
Ms,  ind  yokfang  op  the  oxen,  came  into  the  village  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  plunder. 
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The  same  day  that  Watts  came  out  of  the  cooley,  Mr.  Merriman,  an  old  bachelor,  who  had 
ft  cabin  not  far  distant*  was  riding  up  the  ravine  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  a  dog,  his  daily 
companion,  the  keen  scent  of  which  (lotecfoil  the  dead  and  decaying  remains  of  the  murdered 
host  of  Watts.  The  dog  ran  into  the  thicket  and  thence  back  to  his  master,  manifesting  the 
tttmoefc  eoneera,  ftiid  betraying  an  anzlMy  that  indieated  aomethinii;  out  of  the  nsaal  channel. 
Mr.  Merriman  finally  dismounted,  and  following  the  dog  into  the  thicket,  was  nearly  paralyied 
and  stricken  dumb  bv  the  horrible  sight  which  met  his  eaze.  There  lav  his  neighbor,  stiff  and 
stork  and  dead,  hie  sktiH  cmsbed  andnis  throat  cut,  in  ue  last  etagea  or  deeompoaition,  and  ex- 
uding an  odor  which  was  stifling.  He  at  once  gave  the  alarm,  and  hurrying  to  the  Tillage, 
atortled  the  inhabitants  with  the  story  of  what  he  hiul  seen. 

While  this  condition  of  affairs  was  rendering  the  villuge  a  scene  of  pronounced  commotion, 
Watts  was  engaged  in  drinking  and  carousing,  and  when  he  had  reached  a  oondition  of  hdpleei 
intoxication,  he  solved  the  mystery  which  had  surrounded  the  OTime,  and  was  arrested,  narrowly 
escaping  lynching. 

An  inquest  was  held  over  the  remains  of  Darst,  his  murderer  being  obliged  to  confront  the 

remains,  and  when  moved  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  cufUn.  During  the  funeral  there  were  a 
number  in  attendance  who  had  ropes  concealed  about  their  persons,  and  but  for  an  eloquent 
appeal  made  by  Elder  Sherwin  to  let  the  law  take  its  course,  and  not  disgrace  the  village  by 
mob  violence,  the  prisoner  would  have  been  executed. 

At  that  time  the  court  hon^?e  was  6nished,  but  no  jail  had  yet  been  provided,  and  the  stoae 
basement  on  Pearl  street,  between  Second  and  Third  streets,  was  leased  from  Col.  Child:)  for 
tiie  confinement  of  Watts,  who  was  guarded  by  a  man  named  MeSpadden,  hired  for  that  par- 
pose.  The  prisoner  was  heavily  ironed  and  safoly  kept  for  awhile,  but  the  e.xp(>nse  was  very 
considerable,  and  a  jail  was  built  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  prisoner  and  others  who  had  been 
arrested  for  trifling  oflTenses.  In  its  construction  the  ceiling  was  made  of  joists  spiked  together, 
and  the  attio  fiUra  with  pounded  roek.  to  the  end  that  a  prisoner,  if  he  attempted  to  bore 
through  the  ceiling  would  be  deluged  with  stones.  It  was  not  \nn<s,  however,  before  the  pri.soner 
dug  out  through  the  foundation  walls,  and  when  his  escape  wus  announced  the  public  turned  out 
to  effect  his  r»>capture.  About  midnight  on  the  second  day  of  the  pursuit  a  party  of  boys 
engaged  in  the  search  heard  the  noise  of  some  one  filinfj  in  tho  prairie  gnuss  nf>;tr  Deacoa 
Smith's.  The  alarm  was  given,  and  Watts  was  re  taken  aud  ro-cunvoyed  to  jail,  where  he  was 
heavily  ironed.  Notwithstanding  this,  and  the  furthor  assurance  endearorea  to  be  secured  by 
the  Sheriff  visiting  him  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  the  prisoner  eluded  the  Tigilance, 
attempted  and  escaped  once  more. 

Search  was  again  undertaken,  but  with  poor  success,  for  awhile  at  least.  He  could  not  be 
found  anywhere,  and  the  officers  and  citizens  ^ere  about  giving  up  the  search,  when  a  stags- 
driver,  who  twice  a  week  made  trips  to  Ilazens.  out  on  the  ridge,  discovered  that  Watts  was  dis- 
guised and  acting  as  a  hostler  at  that  place.  Upon  his  return  he  detailed  the  whereabouts  of  the 
fugitive,  who  was  arrested  and  brongnt  back,  and,  obtaining  a  change  of  Tcnue  to  Bad  Axe 
County,  was  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  Waupun  for  life. 

The  account  of  Sheriff  Elder  differs  materially  from  the  above  ;  and  that  no  factor  or  pbraee 
of  the  horrible  crime  may  be  wanting,  the  statement  of  that  gentleman  is  sobmitted  substantially 
as  follows : 

In  the  spring  of  18.^)2,  Watts  and  Darst  came  in  from  Peoria,  III.,  to  Mormon  Cooley. 
where  the  latter  purchased  a  claim,  on  wiiich  former  assisted  him  to  build  a  cabin.  Before  its 
completion,  according  to  an  account  of  the  crime  furnished  by  Watts,  he  asked  Darst  for  some 
money,  which  enra;:ed  the  latter,  who  retortcil  tliiit  he  (Watts)  owed  liim  ^^'O  ;  that  he  had  kept 
him  poor,  and  would  not  rest  until  be  bad  ruined  him.  In  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  Darst 
made  an  assault  upon  his  subordinate,  who  tried  to  escspe,  but,  being  headed  off  at  the  door  and 
window,  neither  of  which  had  been  closed  in,  whereupon  Watts  seized  an  unfinished  ax-helve, 
and  swinging  it  around  in  a  threatening  manner,  struck  Darst  a  fatal  blow  under  the  ear. 
Being     then  tempted  of  the  devil,"  as  be  protested,  he  rifled  the  murdered  man  of  his  money 
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and  carried  the  body  part  way  up  the  blaffs,  near  to  a  point  where  the  two  had  obtained  •tOM  to 
build  a  chimney.  ITpon  returning  to  the  house,  he  yoked  up  the  oxen,  and  visiting  the  resi- 
'Unce  of  the  Kimball  brothers,  the  three  went  fishing  at  the  Chipmunk  Creek.  While  driving 
the  oxen.  Watts  met  Mr.  Merriman,  tbe  nearest  neighbor  of  his  viotim,  who  enquired  after 
I>Mrst,  with  whom  he  had  an  engpgomenfe  to  jow  their  toftns  in  Mme  work  they  had  deoaded  it 
was  necrasary  should  be  done.  « 

Watte  replied,  he  has  gone  away  for  a  fern  days,  and  says  yoa  are  a  d— d  aoonndrel,  and 
vanta  nothing  to  do  with  you." 

This  uncivil  and  uncalled  for  speech  on  the  part  of  Watts  excite^i  Merriman's  suspicions, 
wno  sought  assistance  and  discovered  the  body  of  Darst.  An  iilarm  was  given,  and  Sheriff  El- 
dred  arrested  Watts  and  the  two  Kimballe,  all  three  of  them  very  much  intoxicated.  That 
night  he  locked  himself,  with  the  three  accused,  in  Cha^e  k  Stevens'  office,  and  in  the  morning 
the  Kimballs  were  horrified  upon  being  informed  of  what  was  alleged  against  them.  They  at 
oooe  proposed  to  "ehnm  oat  the  brains  of  that  oritter,"  alladins  to  Watts,  but  were  diSBiiMed 
bom  such  an  act  by  the  Sheriff,  and  permitted  to  yisit  thwr  famiues  on  parole,  whenoe  th«j  re< 

taroed  in  a  few  hours  to  stand  trial. 

Watts  was  confronted  with  the  dead  body  of  his  victim,  but  gave  no  sign  of  guilt,  and  a 
err  was  raised  to  lyneh  him.    This,  however,  was  not  done,  owing  to  oooler  oounsMS,  and  the 

pri:?oner  was  tumea  over  to  a  Mr.  McSprnMen.  residing  on  Front  stret't  near  the  present  ferry. 
«ho  kept  him  in  a  room  in  his  house,  the  outer  door  of  which  was  made  fast  by  rolling  a  pipe  of 
lii^uor  against  it. 

The  prisoner  escaped  soon  after,  and  was  not  recaptured  until  the  following  February,  nofe- 
'"rithstar.ding  the  offer  of  S'200  reward  for  his  apprehension,  when  he  was  retaken  by  Messrs. 
Kellogg  and  Wasson,  and  immured  in  the  jail  which  had  been  constructed  in  the  meanwhile, 
where  he  was  manacled,  shaokled  and  chained  to  the  wall  for  safe  keeping  nntil  his  trial,  whioh 
look  place  in  Crawford  County,  and  resulted  in  his  convictinn. 

The  jail  to  which  allusion  is  here  made  was  a  small  one-story  stone  structure,  extending 
(am  fiset  beneath  the  mrftee  of  the  gronnd  and  abutting  upon  the  rear  wall  of  the  court  house, 
into  which  entrance  was  afterward  made.  It  was  not  Bsfe,  and  in  after  years  was  succeeded  hy 
the  present  compact  and  secure  building.  The  account  preceding  wss  obtained  firom.  Mr.  Eldre^ 
who  made  the  arrest  of  Watts  in  the  first  instance. 

When  the  war  broke  out.  Watts  received  a  pardon,  conditioned  upon  his  enlisting  in  the 
serrice.  which  he  did,  and  all  subsequent  trace  of  hira  was  lost. 

Mr.  Darst  lies  buried  in  Oakwood  Cemetery,  where  a  plain  tombstone  relates  that  DaY>d 
Ditst  was  murdered  by  William  Watts  June  8, 1852.'* 

A  most  singular  occurrence  attended  the  end  of  Mr.  Merriman.  Just  two  years  from  the 
■:me  in  which  his  little  dog  was  the  means  of  onablitig  him  to  discover  the  deail  body  of  Darst, 
lie  went  wandering  up  the  same  ravine,  and  t'cii  dead  in  the  identical  thicket  whence  be  assisted 
in  removing  the  murdered  remains  of  his  friend.  The  old  man  was  missed  by  his  neighbors, 
who  instituted  a  thorough  search  for  him,  and,  while  passing  through  the  little  cool cy  back  of 
the  missing  man's  hut,  they  encountered  his  dog.  The  animal  again  acted  strangely,  and  scam- 
pered off  to  the  thicket  as  ne  had  done  when  Darst  was  missing,  then  returning  and  repeating 
this  several  times.  The  searchers  finally  followed  the  dog,  and  were  led  to  the  corpse- of  his 
roaster.  It  was  thought  that  he  met  foul  play,  but  an  examination  led  to  a  verdict  by  a  coro- 
ner's jury  that  he  had  fallen  down  dead  from  an  attack  of  heart  disease,  almost  in  the  form  hol- 
lowed out  by  the  body  of  Darst  two  years  before. 

Thus  ends  the  particulars  of  one  of  the  pioneer  murders  comtnitte  l  in  Crosse  after  it 
became  a  county — certainly,  one  of  the  most  cold-blooded  and  brutal  the  criminal  aunals  any- 
where record,  and  one  whenoe  escape  from  the  usual  penslties  waa  oojnparaUvely  easy.  But  the 
firoQtier  settlements  even  then  were  too  sparsely  settled  to  admit  of  the  expense  of  a  cumber- 
some system  of  jurisprudence  employe*!  in  older  settle*!  communities,  and  the  firxt  settlers  were 
^ways  a  law  unto  then^elvos.    But  as  time  passed  and  tbe  majesty  of  the  law  was  established, 
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fhe  practice  of  holding  one's  self  responsible  for  his  conduct  became  obselete,  and  the  redress  of 
grievanoea  waa  reeer^  to  the  oonrta,  thoae  ageneiea  of  dviliiation,  and,  so  equitably  haft 
the  scales  of  justice  been  adjusted,  and  so  irresistibly  right  have  queaCioiU  arising  there* 
under  been  adjuilicate<J,  that  if  it  is  beyond  the  wisilom  of  man  to  avoid  erring  in  all  the  affair? 
of  this  life,  the  practice  of  repetition  in  eviU  that  have  been  decreed  as  such  should  have  beea 
abrogated  years  ago. 

GROWTH  OF  THB  VILLAGE. 

In  adlition  to  the  Baptist  Church,  court  house  anri  jail,  built  this  year,  there  were  other 
improvements  made  winch  carried  the  village  onward  beyond  the  race  ran  by  it  from  the  dawn 
of  1851.  The  village  site  then  was  about  eigbty^five  aorea,  aocording  to  the  observatiwis  of  one 
who  was  then  here,  and  possessed  no  attractions  of  a  character  that  would  be  designate-i  ^* 
decided  without  Qualifications.  It  consisted  of  knolls  of  sand,  deep  hollows  and  an  uneven  sur- 
Ikoe  geoerallj.  The  soil  waa  ridged  on  Front  and  Third  streets,  it  is  aaid,  and  depreaaed  oo 
Second  street.  An  empty  wagon  could  soarody  have  been  driven  from  the  river  to  Foorth 
street ;  a  wagon  laden  it  was  impossible  to  move.  Land  could  have  been  purchased  for  a  con- 
sideration, the  leas  valuable  the  more  readily  accepted.  In  fact,  many  of  the  tracts  that  could 
then  be  had  for  almost  any  sam  have  sinee  grown  to  be  of  prieeless  vuae. 

There  was  one  feature,  however,  continues  a  comer  of  that  year,  that  was  irrepi.stiMe  :ii 
convincing  prospectors  that  if  they  remained  the  lines  of  their  lives  would  be  cast  in  pleasant 
places ;  and  that  was  the  spirit  of  rivalry  manifested  by  old  settlers  to  welcome  the  daily  anv 
vals,  to  whom  thej  rendered  numberless  kindnesses.  If  there  was  one  thing  that  compensated 
for  the  inapt  appearance  of  things  to  the  observers  in  1851,  it  was  the  genial  bonhoramp. 
which  greeted  their  arrivals,  the  readiness  of  Levy,  Kublee,  Stoddard,  Burns,  and  the  thousand 
and  one  other  distingaished  eitisens  who  offered  their  hospitelities,  their  aid,  their  adviee  and 
their  protection  to  whomsnover  made  La  Crosse  his  place  of  sojourn  or  establishment. 

As  typifying  the  character  of  the  pioneers,  many  of  those  who  still  survive  will  recall 
Samuel  Watson,  who  was  always  ready  to  accommodate  a  fnend  "  without  a  scintilla  of  eri- 
denoe  regarding  the  obligation ;  many  will  remember  the  encouragement  and  aid  John  M.  Levy 
was  ready  to  offer,  and  which  being  availed  of,  resulted  in  making  the  beginning  of  one  of  the 
wealthiest  lumber  men  in  the  Northwest;  of  the  encouragement  offered  by  £lder  Sherwin, 
whieh  laid  the  fonndation  for  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  Northwest ;  of  the  enooarage- 
ment  of  the  same  gentleman  to  an  ambitious  young  man  who  is  now  doing  a  business  of  say 
92,000,000  a  year.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Losey :  "  The  men  and  women  of  that  period  were 
of  broad  views,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  city  strong  and  solid.  Their  Christiaaitv  was 
governed  1^  no  sectarian  lines,  bat  was  always  broad  enou^  to  inelnde  the  hongrjf  the  thin^ 
and  the  weary  wherever  found."' 

This  year  John  Gund  started  in  an  unpretentious  way  what  has  since jgrown  to  be  one  of 
the  largest,  best>ftimished  and  thoroughly  responsible  oorporations  in  the  West,  **  The  G^nd 
Brewing  Company."  It  was  starte<l  in  a  small  log  house  on  the  site  of  the  office  of  ColmanV 
Mill,  and  quite  unpretentious  in  claims  ur  appearance.  But  as  the  town  increased  to  a  village 
and  grew  to  be  a  city,  the  enterprise  here  evinced  was  rewarded  by  returns  that  have  since 
inereaaed  an  hundred  and  an  hundred-fold. 

During  the  year  great  changes  took  place.  Numerous  buildings  were  erected,  the  popnl.'i- 
tion  increased  rapidly,  and  the  forces  largely  augmented  by  the  arrivals  of  ministers^  school 
teaehers,  lawyers,  merdianta,  meehanics  and  steamboats  had  a  tenden<7  to  oaose  an  advanoa* 
ment  nn<\  growth  that  was  readily  seen  before  1852,  drew  to  a  close. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  fall,  the  first  brick  house  was  put  up  in  La 
Crosse  County.  It  stood  and  stands  in  the  present  city  on  Front  street  south  of  Main,  where 
it  was  located  by  Lake  &  Webster,  then  liqnor  dealers,  wlio  have  since  become  baaken,  waa  one 
•tory  high,  and  in  dimensions,  20x40. 

In  October  of  this  year,  a  lodge  of  Masons  began  working  in  La  Crosse,  under  a  djspeosa- 
tion,  under  the  following  offioers :   Morrison  McMillan,  W.  MU;  SoIooMm  Howe,  8.  W. ;  J.  B. 
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Cro^^sett.  J.  W. :  Col.  E.  Childs,  Treasurer,  and  0.  A.  StevoiM,  Seoretary.  It!  membmhip 
became  large  and  its  prosperitj  has  never  abated. 

The  first  newsp^Mr — ^the  S^Mt  (if  th«  SVfiwt — was  launched  on  the  joamalistio  tide  this 
year;  the  New  j&g^ftnd  House  was  commenced;  the  Clerk  of  the  Oosnty  Court  absconded,  and 

H.  C.  Hubbard  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place;  Simeon  Kellogg  was  appointed  Postmaster,  and 
very  many  other  incidents  of  minor  importance  contributed  to  the  sum  of  life  in  the  vicinity. 

Daring  this  year  the  number  of  deaths  are  stated  to  have  heen  twenty-one,  in  addition  to 
some  seven  or  eight,  who  <liod  witliin  a  short  distance  of  the  village.  Of  the  former  number, 
ten  were  adults,  and  eleven  children,  varying  in  aee  from  three  months  to  ten  years,  and  of  the 
whole  somber  twelve  died  daring  the  month  of  Jaly.  Notwithstanding  this  unnsaal  mortality, 
«nd  the  fact  that  the  summer  was  peculiarly  unfavorable  to  health,  the  progress  of  settlement, 
and  the  general  physical  prosperity  of  the  county  was  considered  as  highly  satisfactory.  A 
good  beginning  had  been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  county  with  regard  to  permanent  settle- 
nttit,  and  the  agricultural  resoarces  had  been  found  to  be  rich  in  promise  to  tbe  hand  of  indus- 
try. In  addition  to  these  advantages,  the  pineries  were  then,  it  is  claimed,  even  with  the  dis- 
■dvantages  of  a  new  beginning,  yielding  a  richer  reward  for  an  ei^ual  outlay  of  money  and 
hdMT  than  did  the  gold  mines  m  Oalifomia. 

In  short,  the  year  liaii  been  productive  of  much  good  ;  the  value  of  it^  blessings  were  care- 
folly  estimated,  and  it  was  tbe  knowledge  of  their  existence  here  that  attracted  inhabitants 
Utberof  moral  and  intellectual  character,  giving  a  higher  and  more  healthy  tone  to  society,  and 
ftstaring  every  scheme  for  the  public  good. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  who  came  in  during  1852,  and  have  since  been  direct! v  or 
indirectly  identified  with  the  growth  and  progressive  advancement  of  the  city  and  surrounding 
country,  were  George  Howard,  George  Scharpf,  Dr.  Nicolai,  Adam  Ekle,  Mr.  Blohmer^  r. 
Clark,' T.  Clark,  .\ndrew  Pfiffner,  J.  C.  Fubr.  M.  F.  Hubbard,  Alexander  McMillan,  Benja- 
min Simonton,  John  Simonton,  Benjamin  Brower,  a  dentist  from  Ohio;  Domonic  Jehlen,  Amos 
Elliott,  Nicholas  Weber,  and  some  others  whose  names  have  eseaped  the  memory  of  infimnants. 

Still,  the  people  were  dependent  for  supplies  upon  Galena,  Dubuque,  St.  Louis  and  points 
generally  down  the  river.  The  mill  of  Burns,  Simonton  k  Co.,  furnished  flour  and  commodi- 
ties of  kindred  character,  and  when  difficulty  was  experienced  in  their  procuration  there,  con- 
sumers had  recourse  to  the  mill  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  The  year  closed  without  either  aoeident 
or  incident  worthy  of  mention,  and  the  advent  of  1853  was  welcomed  widi  appropriate  salata- 
tions. 

The  spring  of  1858  was  early  in  its  arrival.   The  roads  through  woodn  and  plains  were 

earlier  available  for  travel,  and  navigation  \',a>?  resumed  the  latter  part  of  March.  The  streets  of 
La  Crosse  were  filled  with  strangers  attracted  hither — some  to  engage  in  legitimate  business, 
aoQw  to  embark  in  speculations,  and  others  to  continue  their  explorations  into  the  lumber  regions 
ef  theBkek  River  country.  New  stores  and  warehOQSea  had  been  contracted  for,  or  were  in 
progress  of  building  ;  the  saw-mill  was  in  active  operation,  and  others  were  promised.  In  short, 
it  was  stated  that  tbe  business  for  tbe  current  year  would  be  enormous,  compared  with  annual 
•latements  previously  snbraitted,  and  this,  too^  by  men  who  reason  from  fkots  and  not  premises 
patently  incorrect. 

In  April  of  that  year,  La  Crosse  contained  f<Hir  stores  for  the  sale  of  general  merchandise, 
«Be  drug,  one  hardware,  one  fhraitore^  and  one  stove  and  tin  store,  three  grocwies,  one  bakery, 

one  livery  stable,  one  harness-maker,  four  tailors,  three  shoemakers,  three  masons,  one 
watchmaker,  four  blacksmiths,  three  painters,  one  wagon-maker,  one  surveyor,  four  mill- 
wrights, tweiity  carpenters,  one  butcher,  one  barber,  one  gunsmith,  one  turner,  six  physi- 
daiis,  six  lawyers,  four  clergymen,  three  religious  societies,  a  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, a  Freemason's  Lodge,  one  church  Mifice,  a  court  house,  a  steam  saw  and  grist  mill 
and  five  hotels. 

Of  these  latter,  the  TsUmadge  House  was  finished  tiiat  spring  by  Tallmadge  &  Gridlcy.  Tt 
was  64  feet  by  80,  four  stories  high^  and  was  capable  of  aocommooating  one  hundred  and  fifty 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


4Q2  HISTORY  OP  LA  CROSSE  COUNTY. 

gnestfl.  The  hotel  was-aednspicuous  object  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Third  streets,  anil  one 
of  the  largest  and  finest  of  anj  west  of  the  lakes.  The  enterprising  proprietors  had  establiihai 
»  free  'bas  for  oonyeymg.psssengen  to  rad  from  the  boats,  the  hoase  being  situated  ao  fiur  bad 
from  the  landing  that  this  was  the  only  means  by  which  8trann;ers  could  be  induced  to  become 
patrons.  The  Western  Enterprise,  an  old  favorite,  kept  by  Simeon  Kellogg,  and  the  JSew  En- 
gland, opened  the  spring  of  18d3  by  G.  H.  Wilson,  both  being  on  Front  stnek  near  the  staanlmt 
Miiding. 

As  above  stated,  travel  was  then  brisk,  every  boat  that  arrived  being  crowded  with  Eastern 
and  Southern  people  seeking  homes  in  the  West,  and  considerable  rivalry  was  produced  between 
the  hotels.  The  Tdlmadire  was  advertised  extensively  **as  dTording  peeuliar  advantages  to  the 
man  of  leisure,  seeking  the  retirement  of  a  country  residence  in  sumnier,  from  the  turmoil  -ir  ? 
heat  of  a  Southern  city  life,  "  and  many  of  its  rooms  at  that  time  were  occupied  by  SouUieni 
gentl^en  and  their  ftmilies,  who  oame  up  the  river  on  plessare  trips  seeking  health  and  qsist 

The  present  city  is  said  to  have  presented  a  strange  appearance  at  that  early  day,  and  coii 
sistcd  principally  of  one  business  thoroughfare — Front  street,  which  straggled  along  from  La 
Crosse  Hirer  nearly  to  Paul's  Mill.    From  State  to  Pearl  street  the  woodeu  buildings  vere 

3nite  thiek,  yet  in  these  rade  bnsuiees  stractures.  many  of  the  leading  merdiants  of  tchdn^ 
eveloped  an  ambition  and  an  enterprise  that  has  since  miulo  their  fortunes.  At  that  time, 
Ifioholas  Hintgen  sold  apples  in  a  small  fruit  store  near  the  corner  of  Front  and  Pearl  stisill 
with  J.  B.  Jungcn,  who  oneince  prospersd  In  his  employ  as  Clerk ;  J.  M.  Levy  kept  aton«k 
Front  near  Pearl,  and  owned  a  wharf-boat  anchored  at  the  foot  of  Pearl  striest»  which  wasjBsde 
the  storehouse  for  the  discharge  of  freight  hence  by  river.  George  Farnum  was  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lirm  of  Ledyard,  Faruum  k  Co.,  and  Alexander  McMillan  was  running  a  biacksmiiti 
shop  on  State  street  near  Front  But  the  times  have  dianged  naes  Aen,  ud  the  pioneer 
points,  as  also  the  pioneers  themselves,  have  changed  with  them.  Many  still  live,  rich  in  the 
fruition  of  hopes  that  were  inspired  in  the  days  whereof  mention  is  here  made;  others,  leu 
fortunate,  wait  for  the  sqmmoos  to  join  the  innumerable  caravan,  and  are  ready  tu  go. 

The  Tallmadge  House  after  passing  throagh  a  checkered  experience,  being  k«pt  by  R.  I- 
Johnson,  C.  P.  Sykes,  a  Mr.  Mercer.  R.  Harrington  &  Sons,  and  Mr.  Bradley  respectively, 
went  up  in  smoke,  the  Western  Enterprise  was  subsequently  known  as  the  Kellogg  H*mt. 
was  rassd  to  give  place  to  the  International,  and  the  New  England  Honse  waa  Mstrojsd 
in  the  conflagration  of  IS;")!.  The  brick  house  put  up  this  year,  noted  above,  still  stands,  but 
the  rude  log  and  frame  houses  where  commercial  and  marine  La  Crosse  of  a  day  that  has  gMM. 
most  did  congregate,  live  only  in  the  memories  of  those  who  knew  them  best.  ^ 

Barly  in  1853,  Daniel  Raymond,  A.  Prent,  Mr.  Simms  and  Samuel  McGorem  m&k 
elaims  in  the  present  township  of  Greenfield,  en-cfcd  cabins  and  began  the  life  of  pioneers  in 
Ln  Crosse  County.  The  cuuuuy,  within  a  radius  of  twenty-five  miles  of  the  county  sea^. 
thoagh  oomparatively  thiekly  s^ed,  was  fiur  from  bebg  entirely  taken  up,  and  La  Orasss  w\ 
then,  as  it  has  since  continued  to  be,  the  most  important  and  flourishing  point  in  this  portion  of 
the  State.  The  trips  overland  to  this  county  were  then  made  by  way  of  Milwaukee,  Watertowa, 
Wyocena,  Mauston,  Sparta  and  other  points,  in  a  "  prairie  schooner  "  drawn  by  oxeo,  and  the 
towns  mentioned,  then  small  oountry  hamlets,  have  since  grown  into  thriving  oities  and  towoi. 
Kear  Portage,  immigrants  encountered  sandy  roads,  and  often  became  di«heartened  at  the  oat* 
look.  At  Mauston  two  or  three  bous«s,a&d  a  saw-mill  were  the  only  objects  of  interest,  uA 
Sparta  was  equally  unpretentious.  Between  Sparta  and  La  Orosse  the  most  prominent  ivsidint 
was  Joshua  Kidgley.  The  Pruett,  Markle,  Roach  and  Gable  families  were  added  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Mormon  Cooley,  and  with  them  came  two  bachelors,  Messrs.  Uosmer  and  Miller. 
They  kept  bachelors'  hall  for  awhile,  but  Miller  got  married  and  raised  a  family,  as  alao 
did  his  partner,  J.  F.  Ilosmer,  who  deserted  one  of  the  oabins  erected  by  the  Mor 
roons,  to  espouse  a  young  ludy  niinefl  Goodrich,  who  came  West  with  friends  in  18.>4. 
became  a  wife  the  same  y^r.  Dur^ugtiiis  year,  George  Gale  was  County  Judge ;  F.  M.  Iiuble«, 
County  Treawwer ;  A.'wdfed,  ^heip^.Bjoberi  Leoney,  Cleric  of  the  Govt;  .BbensMr iJhiUs^ 
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and  F.  M.  Hubbard,  Clerk  of  the  Hoard,  while  Chase  A.  SlOTens  was  Register  of  Deeds, 
having  succeeded  W.  T.  Price.  ' 

At  the  fall  meeting,  the  name  of  the  town  of  Pierce  was  changed  to  Barre,  by  which  it  has 
since'  been  knowa,  and  the  towns  of  Onalaska,  Burns  and  Formington  organized.  The  county 
wts  bring  bailt  up,  and  Bttporior  advantages  were  offered  to  pnrehasen  of  laiMh,  both  in  La 
Cnjssc  rounty  as  it  was  then  surveyed,  and  as  it  is  at  present  bounilc'l.  One  of  the  most  import- 
ant  events  of  the  year,  and  one  producing  a  visible  effect  apon  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
eonn^,  was  the  establishment  of  the  La  Crosse  Democrat ;  another  was  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  hither  from  Mineral  Point. 

Chase  A.  Stevens  was  the  editor  of  the  paper,  indulgotl  political  aspirations,  and  was  a 
iat]ge  land  owner.  The  result  was  that  he  not  only  endeavored  to  secure  political  aggrandize- 
ment, bat  bent  evwy  energy  to  the  adverdsing  of  the  town.  In  doing  this,  the  paper  attracted 
•' '  iittpiitioti  of  Eastern  capitalists  to  tlie  promising  village  of  La  Crosse,  whioh  the  editor,  and 
all  citizens  of  even  that  early  day,  claimed  was  destined  in  the  near  future  to  become  the 
"Gateway  "  leading  to  the  rich,  fertOe  oountry  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  prophetic  wisdom 
•f  these  gentlemen  has  indeed  been  vindicated;  the  city  foanded  by  tnem  has  become  what  they 
claimed  it  would,  and  to-day  occupies  the  proad  position  of  being  second  in  commercial  importance 
to  bat  one  city  in  the  State.  The  means  tbns  ably  employed,  were  not  without  their  effect. 
Thejr  brought  hither  those  whose  attention  had  been  attracted,  ami  wlien  the  land  office  was 
opened,  the  business  transacted  not  only  ainoinUed  to  thousands  daily,  but  realiaed  the  falfiU- 
ment  of  an  inspired  prophecy,  that  a  nation  may  be  born  in  a  day. 

ram  vfttbd  states  land  office. 
The  land  office  was  removed  here  in  June,  with  Col.  Theodore  Ilodolf,  Receiver,  and  the 
Hon.  Cyrus  K.  Lord,  Register.  This  year,  these  gentlemen  erected  an  office  on  Third  street, 
adjoining  the  Tallmadge  House,  and  began  bnsiness  with  no  help  but  that  ibmished  by  them- 
selves. But  this  did  not  last  long.  The  entries  became  so  nutnerous  that  a  force  of  from  ten 
to  fifteen  clerks  was  necessary,  and  then,  although  laboring  from  davlight  to  dark,  not  nearly 
M  onich  was  disposed  of  as  was  hoped  for  or  expected  bj  those  wlio  were  anxions  to  enter 
claims. 

The  scenes  that  were  witneswed  about  this  office  were  exciting,  and  of  a  character  that  in 
these  days  even  of  push  smd  mercurial  uncertainty,  seem  calculated  to  excite  the  risibles  of  the 
W-it  excitable  persons.  The  motto  was  first  come  first  served,  and  the  applicant  who  could  first 
fnnke  his  claim  or  present  hi.n  bid,  wa.s  the  chief,  it  might  idinost  he  said,  among  ten  thousand. 
.Men  b^an  their  vigil  at  the  dawn  of  the  day,  and  tarried  late  in  the  ranks  to  accomplish  their 
flbfeet,  while  those  who  came  late,  like  Uie  roolish  virgins  who  had  fikiled  to  trim  their  lamps, 
'^ere,  to  appropriate  the  vernacular  of  a  later  day,  "badly  left."  Sometimes  men  remained  in 
lute  all  night  to  secure  an  audience  when  the  office  opened,  while  some  hired  substitutes  and  con- 
tebed  themselves  in  patience,  biding  their  time. 

In  1853,  the  entries  were  comparatively  nominal  in  number  until  the  latter  part  of  that  year, 
but  in  1854  they  increased  in  a  wonderful  ratio — became  epidemic,  as  it  were,  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  metaphorically  speaking.  Then  it  diminished,  and  gradually  dropped  off  until  the  rail- 
ros«  came  in  about  Jnne,  1859,  and  made  their  selections  of  lands,  after  whieh  the  office  was 
tt-mjKjrarily  closed  and  the  duties  of  its  officers  suspcn<k'd.  Early  in  11^58,  the  entries,  it  raight 
i^e  here  observed,  of  lands  in  La  Crosse  County,  as  defined  by  the  last  survey,  were  made  at 
Muieral  Point,  through  Washbnm  k  Woodman,  Milton  Barlow,  Charles  G.  Hansoom  and  Kramer 
k  Clinton — the  latter,  bankers,  and,  with  those  mentioned,  residents  of  La  Crosse. 

The  entries  of  lands  after  the  office  was  removed  included  those  in  the  pinrries,  as  also 
those  for  agricultural  purposes.  Among  the  heavy  entries  made,  those  of  the  following  for  them- 
selves and  the  third  parties  for  whom  they  acted  as  agents,  were  among  the  largest :  Samuel 
Watson,  J.  T.  Spaulding,  Washburn  &  Woodman,  W.  T.  Price,  Kramer  &  Clinton,  James 
O'Neill,  Mr.  Wbitcomb,  Milton  Barlow,  Charles  6.  Hanscom,  W.  J.  Gibson  and  others. 
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From  1858  to  June,  1866,  ibe  total  wamnt  and  other  entriei  amounted  to  S,500,614 
acres,  itivolving  the  outlay  of  83.098,317,  and  these  were  the  purehaaei  of  land  by  in^fidnali, 

not  including  the  entries  of  pre  cmptionera. 

The  vast  sums  of  money  thus  received  shows  to  what  an  extent  men  of  capital  and  character 
came  to  La  Crosse  in  response  to  the  representations  made  by  citiaens  who  haa  come,  and  news- 
papers whicli  had  been  cstatilishL'd.  since  the  days  when  Myrick  rest^nted  the  attacks  of  savages, 
and  traders  supplied  the  Indian  a  craving  for  whisky  with  distillations  of  red  pepper  dashed  with 
most  exeorable  tobaooo  washinfp.  Nor  was  the  guarding  of  these  amounts  until  they  oould  be 
deposited  at  Dubu(|ue  attended  with  an  ease  of  mind  consequent  upon  suocees  to  safe  depositories 
as  can  be  had  to-day.  Mr.  Rodolf  w.-is  frequently  annoyed  with  the  care  of  these  funds,  and 
subjected  to  ceaseless  vigil  and  sleepless  care  until  they  were  safely  assigned  to  the  custodian  to 
whom  they  were  directed. 

Upon  one  occasion,  sickness  in  his  family  made  it  almost  impossible  for  bim  to  venture 
away  from  home,  even  officially.  While  recounting  this  fact  one  day  in  his  otiice,  and  rei^retting 
the  aQiction  which  bad  postponed  his  r^lar  journey  to  Dubuque,  a  man  present,  with  when 
he  waai  slightly  acfjuainted,  explained  that  he  was  about  to  depart  for  that  point,  and  would  be 
pleasea  to  discharge  any  commission  he  might  entrust  to  his  discretion.    Col.  Rodolf  interro- 

Sted  him  as  to  how  he  would  go,  and  when,  and  retired  with  the  remark  that  he  would  consider 
e  snbjeet. 

Tt  seems  that  the  conversation  between  Col.  Rodolf  and  the  would  be  messenger  had  been 
overheard  by  a  citizen,  and  during  the  afternoon  he  admonished  the  Colonel  not  to  trust  him 
with  the  amount' to  be  deposited,  810,000,  which  confirmed  suspicions  that  had  arisen  in  the 
Receiver's  mind,  and  decided  his  action  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The  applicant  was  refused  hi$ 
proffer,  and  Col.  Rodolf  departed  with  the  money  for  Dubutjue.  The  same  day  the  would-be 
messenger  departed  in  an  exceedingly  suspicious  manner,  accompanied,  as  was  afterward  ascer- 
tained, by  the  wife  of  one  of  the  original  pioneers  and  best-known  citiiens  of  this  portion  of 
the  State.  His  anxiety  to  carry  the  inonoy  became  apparent  when  his  escapado  was  discovered, 
and  the  Register  felicitated  himself  upon  the  exercise  of  a  caution  that  spared  him  subsequent 
woe.  The  absconding  couple  were  heard  of  in  California  in  after  years,  whenco  she  returned 
and  died,  her  husband  de  facto  remaining  there,  while  her  husband  de  Jure,  who  was  left  in  La 
Crosse,  lived  to  a  hale  old  age  before  he  was  touched  by  the  Master  of  mortality. 

This  incident  is  not  related  as  evidence  of  the  class  who  came  to  La  Crosse  in  early  times. 
In  truth,  but  very  few,  if  any,  of  a  questionable  character  found  an  abiding-place  here.  The 
men  who  remaine<l  were  of  a  different  grade — fair  types  of  a  generation  that  is  rapidly  assimi- 
lating with  the  past;  of  a  grenadier  of  the  old  regime  who  nerer  in  any  sudden  storro  or  rally, 
desperate  mdee  or  sorrowlul  encounter  forgot  to  doff  his  plumed  hat  to  an  admsary,  and  cry 
out  through  his  gray  moustache,  as  he  shortened  his  sword  arm :     En  garde." 

The  improvements  this  year,  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  consisting  of  the 
hotels,  Receiver's  oilice,  brick  bouse  on  Front  street,  etc.,  also  included  a  sclioolhouse  on  or  nesr 
the  present  site  of  the  Third  Ward  Schoolhouso,  numerous  dwellings,  which  numbered  on  Jan> 
nary  1, 1854,  upward  of  one  hundred  in  various  parts  of  the  Till^e,  as  far  out  as  FifUi  atnet. 

BVIDBNCBS  OF  PROeRBSS. 
The  following  table  will  furnish  some  idea  of  the  progress  made  by  the  town  between  1851. 

when  there  was  not  to  oxcocd  four  frame  houses  on  the  village  site,  and  the  fall  of  18r>'^.  when 
it  is  purported  to  have  been  taken.  Number  of  inhabitants  in  the  village,  573;  number  of 
buildings,  79;  deaths,  18;  births,  25;  persons  under  10  years  of  age,  140;  between  10  and 
20.  10:5;  20  and  30,  172;  30  and  40.  87;  40  and  50,  29;  50  and  (50,  6;  60  and  70,  8;  70 
and  81),  ;J;  males  over  21,  183;  females  ditto.  124;  children  under  21,  240. 

The  oldest  person  living  was  Mr.  Wirts,  a  German,  whose  age  was  77  years,  and  the  next 
Mrs.  Stoddard,  7G  years  old.  The  oldest  resident  of  Ia  Crosse  was  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  who  had 
been  here  eleven  years. 
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Of  the  settlers,  182  were  natires  of  New  York,  8  of  Rhode  Island,  37  of  Massachusetts, 
56  of  Vermont,  14  of  Ohio,  16  of  Pennsylvania,  14  of  Illinois,  9  of  New  Hampshire;  10 
of  Missouri,  29  of  Maine.  9  of  Virginia,  1  of  Connecticut,  5  of  Indiana,  8  of  South  Carolina, 
2  of  Tennessee,  3  of  Canada,  25  of  England,  13  of  Ireland,  4  of  Wales,  31  of  Norway,  28  of 
Oenntny.  7  of  Scotland,  1  of  Switieitand,  1  of  Praasia,  1  of  Sweden,  1  of  Bdgiinn,  1  of  Novft 
Scotia,  4  of  France,  and  the  remainder  of  Wisconsin.  At  this  time,  too,  dioioe  lands  oonld  bo 
purchased  within  ten  miles  of  La  Crosse  at  $1.25  an  acre. 

On  the  Slst  of  December  of  tbe  same  year  a  census  of  llie  popttlation  temlted  in  showing 
sa  increase  of  nearly  two  hundred,  divided  as  follows : 

Heads  of  Families — A.  W  Armstrong,  Alvira  E.  Armstrong,  Mons  Anderson,  Jane  An- 
derson, Joseph  Abner,  Mary  Abner,  Cordelia  Burns,  B.  E.  lki»wer,  Mary  A.  Brower,  John  B. 
Behloner.  Rebekah  M.  Behloner,  Nancy  Beardsley,  John  Brown,  Catharine  Brown,  Walter 
Bates,  Sufan  Bates,  Russell  H.  Bowen,  Tiorinda  Bowen,  Jacob  Bagley,  Alraira  Bagley,  George 
W.  Bagley,  Rebekah  W.  Bagley,  Charles  Blake,  Augusta  Blake,  Charles  £.  Bowers,  Sarah  J. 
Bowen,  Albert  Blaokington,  Lydia  B.  Blaekington.  Squire  J.  Burnett,  EHsa  Burnett,  Frank 
Baker,  Frances  Baker,  Willara  Bailey.  Eliza  Bailey,  Daniel  Bacon,  Jane  Victoria  Bacon, 
George  Carlton,  Mary  Carlton,  Spencer  Carr,  Sarah  Ann  Carr,  Michael  Christian,  Hugh  B. 
Calahan,  Elizabeth  H.  Calahan,  J.  R.  Cowdrey,  Susan  T.  Cowdrey,  John  Courser,  Mary 
Courser,  Peter  Cameron,  Emma  Cameron,  Ehenezer  Childs,  Tirzah  Childs,  Hiram  Cole,  W.  J. 
Cole,  James  M.  Cooper,  Ann  H.  Cooper,  Enoch  H.  Chambers,  Nancy  A.  Chambers,  Simon 
Doyle,  Ann  Doyle,  Valentine  Dininger,  Christiana  Dininger,  Richard  Davis,  Jane  Davis, 
Barton  Downing,  Avis  Ann  Downing,  Fraaeis  Damron,  D.  8.  Dwiy^ht,  A.  T.  Dwight,  A.  J. 
Ellis.  Doraine  L.  Ellis,  Amanzo  EHred,  Catharine  Eldred,  Ai];ini  Eg;il.  Mary  Egnl.  George 
Famam,  Ann  Farnam,  Joe  Fifer,  Abigail  W.  Ford,  Joseph  K.  French,  Ducia  A.  French,  Theo 
lion  Frederiek,  Slinbeth  Frederick,  Anson  Ferris,  Eliza  0.  Ferris,  William  A.  Fuller,  Catha- 
rine A.  Fuller,  Francis  Gutgesell,  Ellen  Gutgesell,  Hus^tll  A.  Gridley,  Laura  M.  Gridley. 
George  Gale,  Gertrude  Gale.  James  M.  Goodrich,  Sarah  W.  Goodrich.  James  Galligher,  Mary 
Galligher,  William  Hood,  Margaret  Hoo<l,  Benjamin  B.  Healy,  Lucy  M.  Ilealy,  George  W. 
Havens,  Helen  M.  Havens,  Nelson  Haight,  Harriet  N.  Haight,  S.  D.  Hastings,  Margaretta 
Ha';tin;i3,  Marvii)  Helms,  Charles  G.  Hanscome,  Annie  J.  Hanscome,  Charles  A.  Hurd,  Eliza 
Uurd,  Thomas  Hart,  Norah  J.  Hart,  John  Hooper,  Nancy  Hooper,  Nicholas  Hintgen,  Mary  E. 
Hintgen,  John  HalTorson,  Cornelia  Halverson,  Asa  Hedge,  Permelia  Hedge,  John  8.  Harris, 
Melissa  J.  Harris,  George  Helt,  Mary  Ann  Helt,  Maicdalene  Isakson,  Samuel  S.  Janes,  Mary 
Janes.  Julia  M.  Janson.  William  Johnson.  Matilda  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones.  Priscilla  Jones, 
Jacob  Johnson,  Emaline  Johnson,  Henry  Kimball,  William  H,  Kimball.  Charlotte  M.  Kimball, 
Simeon  Kellogg,  Lorinda  Kellogg,  Robert  Looney,  Sarah  Looney,  Albert  D.  La  Due,  Ann  Liza 
La  Due,  John  M.  Levy,  Fre<lerica  Levy,  Cyrus  K.  Lord.  Abby  C.  Lord,  Volrat  Lundblad,  Jane 
Landblad,  Samuel  N.  Light,  Mary  Ann  Light,  Abram  Looney,  Elisabeth  Looney,  John 

B.  Loenus,  Marlhaelte  A.  Loomis,  Daniel  M albon,  Abigail  Malbon,  J.  B.  Miller,  James  Mohr, 
Mary  Mohr,  J.  G.  McCathron,  MelisHa  McCathron,  Anton  Mitchel,  LanaMitchel,  Isaac  Martin, 
Aibertine  Martin,  Ira  Myrick,  Rosaline  Myrick,  William  G.  McSpadden,  Julia  McSpadden, 
Jieob  MeCreary,  Joel  Marsh,  Abara  H.  Marsh,  William  Miller,  Eliza  Miller,  Wil  son  Miner, 
Sophia  Miner,  Will  iam  McConnell,  Candace  McConnell.  Joseph  F.  Otis,  Maria  C.  Otis.  Catha- 
rine Oleson,  Joseph  Pear^e,  Sarah  Pearse,  Jolin  S.  Pcirson,  Senira  Peirson,  Hiram  M.  Phelps, 
Rebekah  W.  K.  Phelps,  Andrew  Ptiffner,  Catharine  Pfifiner,  Robert  H.  Powell,  Lucinda  Powell, 
James  W.  Polley;;,  Margaret  Polleys,  Jacob  Flatterson,  Mary  Ann  Patterson,  Beiyanin  W.  Rey- 
^•Ms.  Lucy  W.  Reynolds,  Henry  Ryent.s.  Elizabeth  Ryent'<,  Cornelius  Riley.  Alice  Riley,  John 
Mey,  Fanny  Riley,  Burrell  S.  Reppy,  Rebekah  Keppy,  William  C.  Rogers,  Harriet  L.  Rogers, 
Theodore  Rodolf,  Mary  Rodolf,  John  Robinson,  Smh  C.  Robinson,  F.  M.  Rublee,  Sarah 
Rublee,  George  Reble,  Ohio  Simpkins,  Sabina  Simpkins,  Edwin  H.  Smith,  Philenia  W.  Smith, 
H.  T.  Stafford,  Charlotte  Stafford,  Thomas  Shimrain,  Emma  Shiramin,  Norton  R.  Smith,  Mary 

C.  Smith,  Alexander  Shepherd,  Aun  E.  Shepherd,  John  S.  Simontuu,  Mary  Simonton,  Orrin 
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L.'  Steith,  Mary  £.  Smith,  Sestus  Sheffield,  Silva  C.  Sheffield,  Gcv^r^e  Shary,  Christiana  Sh&rp, 
Berbers  Sharp,  John  Stevens.  Amos  Sweet,  Msiy  Ann  Sweet,  William  Scully,  ElicaMi 
SdttUy,  John  C.  Shorwin,  Vir^ini-i  A.  Sherwin,  Samuel  T.  Smith.  Sarah  Smith,  Sylrester 
Smith,  Mary  Smith,  Cyrus  B.  Sinclair,  Mary  Sinclair,  Sylvester  8.  Stebbins,  Martha  D.  Stab- 
Uta8;  'Jaine8  Sonhner,  John  Shoemaker,  GKiarlott^  Shoemaker,  Sebastian  Shenk,  EKnbsih 
Shenk.  H.  E.  Seymour,  Susan  Seymour,  Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  Martha  Stoddard,  Chase  A.  Sts- 
vens.  Mary  E.  Stevens,  Russell  H'  Tharbur.  Margaret  M.  Thurbur,  Morgan  M.  Taylor,  Han- 
nah Taylor,  Charles  W.  Talmadge.  Philomela  Talmadge,  Joel  Talmadge.  David  Taylor,  Chris- 
tian Thili,  Dora  Thili,  William  W.  Ustiok,  Mary  S.  Ustick,  John  J.  Vets.  Elizabeth  Vets, 
Nathan  Vance.  Helen  M.  Vimco.  William  Whelplcy,  Rebecca  F.  Whelpley,  Eno8  P.  Williamj^ 
Maty  J.  Williams,  Henry  Whitney,  Abby  Whitney,  Reuben  Woodworth,  Loretta  Woodwonb. 
D:  K.  Wheeler,  Frances  W.  Wheeler,  George  D.  Wtnship,  Abby  B.  Winsh'ip,  Thomas  B.  West, 
Laura  A.  West,  G.  II.  Wilson,  Lydia  S.  B.  Wilaon,  Martha  Woodworth.  David  Williams. 
Rebekah  Williams.  Harriet  Walker,  Geo.  Zinkman.  Elizafrink  Zinkraan.    Whole  number,  3<'l. 

Single  gentlemen  over  twenty-one— Alexander  Armstrong,  Lysander  Armstrong.  Corydon 
Boughton,  A.  W.  Barron,  Henry' B.  Beardsley,  Jamee  Brown,  Walter  Brown,  Samuel  Bauni- 
gnrtner.  G.  W.  Birdsel,  Peter  Burns.  DiigHld  D.  Cameron,  John  R.  Crookston,  Asa  Crnn-\ 
Henry  Dresden,  Gideon  Downing,  William  Denison,  Daniel  Duck,  Royal  L.  Dean.  R.  H.  Elliott, 
James' Bdwards,  Tmman  W.  Fellows,  John  C.  Fuhr,  Edwin  Flint.  Anthony  P.  Fuller,  Wittiifli 
E.  Fales,  Henir  Hoare,  M.  G.  Hanscome,  Myron  F.  Hubbard,  Harrey  B.  Hubbard.  WiUitfi 

B.  Hanscome,  Warren  Holvcrston,  Michnel  Hart.  George  Hoarp,  Edmund  Hart,  8.  C.  Johnnon. 
Juaiin  Jacobs,  Ole  Johnson,  Charles  Kluckhul,  Julius  F.  Kellogg,  James  I.  Lyndes,  Neils  Larson. 
Andrew  McAdams,  Alexander  MeMfllan,  Hons  Monson,  Thomas  Ifnrphy,  John  MoMiUm, 
Marvin  M.  Manvillo,  Charles  H.  Marsh.  Charlos  Meacham.  Jacob  Nelson,  Andrew  Oleson,  Otto 
Oehler,  Ole  Oleson,  Allen  Overbaugh,  Charle.s  Ole.son,  Thomas  Parks,  J.  K.  Parks,  Abner  Pol- 
leys.  Francis  A.  Rnblee,  William  Rogers,  Isaac  W.  Simonds,  Benton  Simoikton,  Jacob  Sharp, 

C.  B.  Solberg,  Will.  Sutclifff,  Knoch  Tu.skor,  Henry  Tekenburg,  David  Wright,  John  Walker;' 
William  Williams,  John  Wodl.  Le  Roy  Wilcox.  J.  P.  Whelplev,  John  H.  Walrath,  QharlsB  F. 
Whitney,  0.  B.  Williams,  William  M.  Young,  Henry  .    Whole  number,  78. 

Single  ladies  over  eighteen— Bllen  Alworth,  Snsan  De  Ftanoe,  Olementina  .M.  Bowe,  Blii* 
^Mth  B.  Bailey,  Rhoda  Cartwright,  Eraelyn  CaHton,  Elizabeth  Davis,  Mary  Davis,  Margaret 
Daxbj,  Ohloe  Green,  Margaret  G  undersoil,  Esther  A.  Grover,  Charity  Hockenstock,  Grace 
Hart,  Mary  A.  Hart,  Lavina  Hawloy,  Celia  Harrison,  Christiana  Johnson,  Margaret  C.  James, 
Ann  M.  Johnson,  Mary  James,  Ann  Johnson,  Mary  E.  Kellogg,  Martha  Kimball,  Celina  A. 
Kellogg,  Miranda  Knudaen,  Antoinette  Martin,  Rosetta  Nickeeon,  Ann  Oleson,  Ellen  Oleson. 
(Nive  Ole,  Eliza  Patterson,  Elizabeth  Perry,  Laura  Roberts,  Ellen  Simpson,  Mary  Torgeson, 
Abby  Whitney,  Margaret  Toung.    Whole  nnmber,  88. 

Number  of  heads  of  families  in  La  Crosse  and  vicinity,  801 ;  number  of  single  gentlemen. 
78 ;  number  of  single  ladies,  38 ;  number  of  male  children,  159 ;  number  of  female  children^ 
m    Total,  745.  ' 

Nearly  every  boat  irora  below  brought  pjwsengers  either  for  town  or  country.  Of  1km  bask* 
country  farms  then  opened  too  much  could  not  ho  said.  The  valleys  of  La  Crosse  were  not 
claimeil  an  equal  to  those  of  Genesee,  but  as  the  sequel  has  proved,  etjoally  aa  fertile.  At  that 
early  day  crops  of  vegetables  and  oersals  had  been  rsised,  and  no  country  in  the  NeviHwcrt 
afibrded  equal  advantages  to  those  seeking  a  home. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  mail  facilities  were  this  fall  improved  by  the  shortening  of  the 
time  between  Baraboo  and  La  Crosse,  by  the  way  of  the  Lemonwier  and  La  Crosse  Rivers.  Post 
offices  were  established  at  DelloB,  Seven  Mile  Creek.  Moss'  Mill,  Finlay's  Mill,  Clark's  Hotd. 
Sparta  and  Neshonoe.  The  contract  wa?'  undertaken  by  Parish  &  Heart,  who  oondoolad  the 
business  with  a  two-horse  wagon,  which  afforded  accommodations  for  pasBengers. 

The  year  1854  fen&d  every  man  in  town  and  oonntry  **np  and  messed^'  lor  bMinn.  Th« 
oontftMt  between  this  and  tike  MMon  of  1858  was  both  markMl  and  vonderAd.   The  •nhnb 
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itfohidad  amonjE  the  more  promineDt,  C.  L.  Colman,  Joseph  PMohe,  W.  B.  Hansoom,  8.  Mar- 
tiaAilc,  Milo  ntkin,  Sftmnel  Otmpbell  and  othcn.   In  tliis  oooBeetion,  it  might  be  h«re  re- ' 

marked  that  the  rapid  progress  of  T^a  Crosse  from  and  after  1853,  both  in  town  and  county, 
forbids  the  attempt  to  mention  the  namee  of  daily  arrivals,  as  they  came  too  thick  and  fast  to  be  ' 
ootreetiy  recorded.    The  rapidity  with  whieh  the  county  was  settled  up  from  this  date  excited 
the  wonder  of  all  who  came  here.    This  'wea  to  be  aooounted  for,  however,  on  the  hypotheeis  * 
that  statements  made  in  its  behalf  at  a  prior  day,  as  to  fertility  of  soil,  beauty  of  landscape  and 
salubrity  of  climate,  tempted  all  to  rest  from  their  wanderings  and  become  one  of  the  producers 

this  portion  of  the  State.  The  emigration  and  aettlemeot  <^  that  day  wan  composed  of  men  ■ 
that  phonM  be  properly  found  among  those  who  assumed  the  task  of  preparing  a  home  for  them- 
mItcs  and  those  who  were  to  succeed  them,  of  building  upon  the  strong  foundation,  already  laid, 
s  eonaty  that  should  stand  in  its  relations  to  other  eounties  and  the  commonwealth  as  »  eon8tita> 
•sey  equal  to  the  greatest  of  them.  Availing  themselves  judiciously  nf  the  advant^es  which 
simmnded  them,  they  have  made  a  paradise  of  the  wilderness,  and  have  thus  been  oompensated 
fi»r  the  privations  they  encountered  and  dissipated. 

By  1854,  these  advantages  had  become  prominent,  and  this  was  apparent  in  the  apprecia- 
tion in  the  value  of  property.     Karly  in  the  spring,  N.  Myrick,  who  in  1847  removed  to  Min-> ' 
oesota,  but  still  retained  his  title  to  property  in  La  Crosse,  sold  a  middle  lot,  fronting  the  river,  on 
Front  street,  for  $1,400  cash.  This  same  lot,  three  years  previous,  was  offSnvd  for  $75.  There  • 
were  no  improvements  on  it,  but  the  price  was  considered  cheap. 

Soon  after  this,  a  portion  of  the  real  property  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Charles  P.  Jans- 
ten  was  sold  at  auction,  and  eighty  acres  lying  two  miles  east  of  the  village  limits,  brought  $22 
per  acre  for  the  west  half,  and  $15  for  the  balance.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  property, 
which  iiad  been  a  drug  on  the  market  in  1851.  was  three  years  later  selling  at  prices  ranging 
from  $200  to  $20  per  acre.  The  present  corner  of  Fourth  and  Main  streets,  occupied  by  Giles' 
bailding,  eonld  have  been  pnrohased  in  1851  for  $20;  nowitoonld  not  be  had  for  $25,000. 
There  was  no  place  in  the  Northwest  at  the  time  of  which  mention  is  here  made,  that  could 
boMt  of  such  an  increase  in  values,  and  none  where  the  prospects  of  a  continued  increase  were 
norr  gratifying. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  the  present  town  of  Washington  was  first  settled  by  John  Johun,  who 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  was  soon  after  joined  by  John  P.  Schafer  and  John  Riley,  both  of  whom  made 
claims  and  passed  the  season  inpreparingthe  land  for  future  cultivation.  John  Bradley,  James 
OiUfillian,  William  Gillfillian,  H.  L.  Vanl  V'ormer,  Mr.  Harrington,  Ira  Coleman,  E.  B.  Richard- 
son and  James  Richardson  settled  in  Burns  the  same  year;  T.  H.  Eynon,  David  Jones,  Will- 
iam Price,  John  Williams,  Kiobard  Wheldon,  G.  V.  West,  R.  R.  Morris,  H.  B.  Johns  and  Peter 
Ssier  in  Bangor ;  Ohrietofiher  Kerohmer,  in  Greenfield :  Johnson  Howe,  Benjamin  Howe, 
Thomas  Irwin,  John  Miller,  Henry  Reutz,  Frederick  Betz,  Carl  Fucht  and  Mr.  Lambert,  in  the 
town  of  Barre;  and  large  accessions  to  Holland,  Hamilton  and  other  townships.  The  settlers 
were  men  who  came  to  stay,  pos.ses3ing  energy,  some  capital,  and  unlimited  contidence  in  the 
melts  of  their  labors.  The  families  of  some  accompanied  them  hither,  and  endttved  the  priva- 
tions, perplexities  and  trials  incident  to  the  building  of  a  pioneer  cabin  and  the  arrangements  of 
s  pioneer  home.  Others  came  alone,  and,  when  they  had  concluded  such  arrangements,  were 
joiped  by  their  wives.  Many  of  tihe  hnts  that  in  those  days  were  deemed  eommodions  and  com- 
fortable,  would  not.  in  these  days  of  grandeur  and  fastidious  a'sthetics,  be  regarded  with  other 
tbsD  a  critic's  eye.  But  those  times  have  passed.  Those  homes  have  seen  much  of  joy  and 
iterow ;  they  served  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  built,  and  may  stand  to-day  as  monu- 
nenli  to  the  grit,  pluck,  enteq|»rise  and  indefiMigable  peiseverance  of  the  raoe  of  men  who  are 
iceognised  as  their  founders. 

Improvements  throughout  the  county  were  in  proportion  to  the  acceseions  and  iucrease  in 
the  number  of  inhabitants.   In  the  spring  of  1to4,  the  village  of  &ngor  wbb  laid  out  on- 
land  owned  by  John  WhoMon.  and  has  since  grown  to  be  a  prosperous  corporation  and  an 
important  station  on  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road.    Other  towns  and  villages  were  proposed 
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during  this  yewr  ftbo,  Imt  the  records  ere  silent  ss  to  what  progress,  if  any,  wss  msde  in  1^ 

behalf 

In  the  town,  which  has  since  grown  into  a  city  with  all  that  the  name  implies,  business  wa« 
brisk  in  the  spring.  fHlling  off  as  the  hot  weather  came  on,  increasing  with  its  disappearance,  and 
** booming"  with  the  fall  and  winter  sesacHis.  The  improvements  were  substantial,  and,  in  soms 
cases,  elegant,  and  included  those  of  transportation,  as  ako  those  of  an  established  and  permanent 
type.  At  that  time,  the  La  Crosse  &>  Miiwaulcee  Railroad  was  completed  to  Uoricon,  whence  tta 
eompletion  to  La  Crosse,  whwre  it  wonld  reoMve  the  trade  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  sad  sdd 
thotisrindn  to  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  jonng  city,  was  only  a  question  of  time.  At  this 
time,  31  "25.000  had  been  subscribed  in  the  county  to  the  road,  and  its  building  was  an  established 
fact.  The  improvement  in  river  navigation  was  likewise  flattering.  From  irregular  trips  and 
eomparatively  inconvenient  craf^  the  trade  commanded  six  new  steamers — all  built  during  the 
winter  of  1853—54,  and  touching  at  La  Crosse  daily,  to  which  they  also  brought  the  mail  three 
times  per  week.  The  mail  receipts  had  increased  beyond  comparisoiu  and  the  time  between  La 
Oroflse  end  New  York  bad  been  lessened  to  five  days. 

In  other  respects,  the  prosperity  daily  to  be  witnessed  was  pronounced.  The  cutting  and 
manufacture  of  lumber  on  Black  River  was  this  year  quote<l  at  twenty-five  millions  of  feet.  Two 
steam  saw-mills  were  operated,  the  product  of  which  was  large,  and  the  population  of  the  city 
was  increased  by  the  arrival  of  twenty  infant  "badgers." 

In  the  mid.stof  thi.s  delightful  experience,  the  hand  of  doatli  was  reached  forth  unexpectedly 
and  smote  the  family  of  one  with  its  might,  causing  a  feeling  of  gloom  to  pervade  the  commani^ 
and  a  defect  vpon  the  landscape  which  nntil  then  nad  appeared  so  charming. 

In  the  fall  of  1858,  an  enterprising  Buckeye,  hailing  from  Cincinnati,  came  to  La  Crosse  to 
once  more  drag  to  the  surface  honors  and  wealth  he  had  lo.st  at  the  Eaat.  and  opened  a  bakery, 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  La  Crosse,  in  the  old  Black  River  House,  which  then  stood  on  Front  street, 
between  Main  and  State.  Here,  sided  by  his  wife,  son  and  daughter,  he  toiled  early  and  late, 
and,  before  the  season  was  pa.«!sed,  had  worke<i  up  a  business  that  promised  to  increase  as  the 
months  and  years  drifted  downward  on  the  tide  of  Time.  At  some  undecided  date  of  this  year, 
n  passing  boat  unloaded  from  its  gang-way  the  dead  bodr  of  a  passenger  who  had  died  from  that 
awful  scourge  the  small-pox,  and  departing  left  behind  it  the  swollen  and  corrupting  seed<  of 
disease  and  death.  Through  some  unexplained  negligence  the  action  of  the  boat-officers  could 
not  be  prevented,  and  in  a  few  days  thereafter  Mr.  Simpson  became  inoculated  and  was  stricken 
down.  As  soon  as  possible,  he  was  removed  to  an  improvised  pest-house  on  the  prairie,  but  not 
nntil  his  entire  family,  having  been  exposed,  evidenced  the  fact  that  they  were  not  proof  again?! 
the  contagion.  After  a  brief  period  of  watching  and  waiting,  the  first  to  be  seized  died, 
and  was  laid  to  rest ;  but  soarcely  had  his  mortal  renudns  stiffened  in  death  before  his  femily,  too, 
took  on  the  pale  seal  and  dept  by  his  side  'neath  the  clods  of  the  valley.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  the  cases  in  La  Croass  were  limited  to  these,  the  health  of  the  town  an((  county  being  other- 
wise remarkably  good. 

In  La  Crosse  Village,  building  during  the  summer  was  not  so  extensive  as  might  be  sap- 
possd.  The  great  scarcity  of  seasoned  lumber  was  attributed  as  the  cause,  but  notwithstanding 
this  disadvantage,  several  fine  buildings  were  put  up,  which  added  materially  to  the  appearance 
of  the  place.  ^ 

Among  these  was  the  building  of  N.  R.  Smith  &  Co.,  located  on  Front  street*  and  eom- 
pleted  in  forty  days.  The  ground  floor  wa.s  occupied  by  its  builders,  dealers  in  general  merchan- 
dise, while  the  upper  floors  were  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  the  La  Crosse  Independent 
ReptMiean.  Brown  k  Fales,  hardware  merchants,  erected  a  building  opposite  that  of  Smith 
&  Co.  Simeon  Kellogg  completed  a  three-story  building  to  the  rear  of  the  Western  Enterprise 
Hotel,  corner  of  Second  and  Pearl  streets.  George  Jeffrey  built  a  tailor's  shop,  south  of  the 
Westwn  Enterprise,  N.  Hintgen  opened  a  ssloon,  Mr.  Carpenter  a  shoe  storo,  Mr.  Marrii  an 
exchange,  and  B.  F.  Stocking,  a  billiard  room,  all  on  the  same  thoroughfare.  Added  to  these, 
but  already  referred  to,  were  the  business  houses  of  J.  M.  Levy,  Hastings  it  Hoar,  F.  M. 
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Rnblee  ft  Co.,  Farnam,  Ledysrd  &  Co.,  William  W.  Uslic,  Georgr  Sbarpf,  tailor;  also  Mr. 
Biiutn>;ardner,  M.  M.  Manville^  the  bakery  of  F.  Gutgeaello,  George  Carlton  ft  Co.,  etc,  eto. 
Mrs.  Marsh  furnishetl  millinery;  Drs.  Ferris,  Cameron,  Nocolai,  Young,  Johnson  and 
McCrAty,  pills  and  purgatives;  lawyers  French,  Cramer,  Gale,  Flint,  Lord  ii,  Hanscom,  Den- 
,  Biaon  ft  L3rnde8,  and  Steams  ft  Wheeler,  brie&  and  anthorities,  in  the  prosecation  of  a  claim  or 
tbe  redress  of  a  wrong;  Johnson  McMillan  slinl  horses:  Patterson,  Calahan,  Barron,  Kim- 
ball, Chambers  and  others  officiated  as  joiners;  while  the  Xew  England,  Tallmadge  and  La  Crosse 
HoaiM  furnished  aeeommodations  for  the  wearj  traveler,  enterprising  specnlalor  and  intereeted 
looker-on  in  Vienna." 

Among  other  items  of  interest  which  then  materialized,  and  has  since  become  a  prominent 
factor,  was  the  wholesale  trade  which  this  year  was  first  inaugurated.  It  was  noticeable  that 
teams  from  distant  parts  of  the  country  were  to  be  seen  on  the  streets  daily,  the  vehicles  to 
which  they  were  attached  loaded  with  all  kinds  of  goods  for  merchants  and  'rjiders  in  the  vil- 
lages, which  were  then  in  progress  of  growth  in  the  valleys  of  Black,  La  Crosse  mid  Root  Rivers 
aod  ebevhere  in  Wiseonsin  and  Minnesota.  The  merehants,  acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  the 
weekly  paper,  that  La  Crosse  was  fully  able  to  cope  with  Galena,  Dubuque  and  other  prominent 
marts  for  trade,  determined  to  court  the  patronage  of  those  who  had  purchased  at  more 
eHtern  depots,  and  the  results  confirmed  impressions  theretofore  created.  They  began  a  policy 
dien  of  offering  imlucoments  to  small  country  traders,  who  were  in  want  of  small  lots  of  goods, 
but  wanted  them  often,  which  has  since  obtained  with  profit  and  enhanced  the  relations  theresfter 
existing  between  La  Crosse  and  the  surrounding  country. 

This  year  the  elements  seemed  to  combine  to  promote  a  realisatioB  of  nil  things  regarding 
tilt'  village  iiiul  county  of  La  Crosse  unto  all  men.  Xever  before  had  the  crops  been  known  to  have 
yielded  more  abundantly  or  to  have  been  more  satisfactorily  secured.  There  was  a  productiveness 
in  the  soil  lint  even  astonished  Western  mm  to  witness,  mud  there  was  labor  for  all  who 
sought  sapport  or  encouragement.  New  firms  were  organi/.ed,  new  mail  routes  were  established, 
n-'w  enterprises  undertaken.  During  this  year,  too,  politics  carae  more  prominently  before  the 
p  jple  and  were  more  generally  canvassed  than  at  any  previous  time,  and  the  canvass  was 
materially  aided  by  the  presence  of  organs  representing  opposing  political  parties.  Thos  was 
the  seed  sown  at  an  early  day  for  politioal  divisions  in  this  city  and  county,  which  have  ever 
been  maintained. 

Late  in  September,  a  steam  fercy  was  added  to  the  improvements  of  the  year,  and  in  the 
fall,  as  already  noted,  the  business  of  the  village  was  simply  immense.  In  October,  the  steamer 
War  Eaf^le  landed  sixty  passengers  at  the  wharf  upon  one  trip,  nearly  all  of  whom  wer»'  settlers. 
The  village  presented  a  lively  appearance  that  fall,  relates  one  who  was  here  then,  in  its  busi- 
ness streets,  and  it  was  really  wonderful  to  those  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  rise  and  progress 
of  western  towns  how  business  ha  l  accumulate*!  at  this  point.  The  hotels  w^r<'  filled  with 
strangers,  wondering  that  La  Crosse  was  but  three  years  old !  The  stores  were  crowded  from 
morning  till  night,  and  in  many  of  them  large  forces  of  clerks  were  employed  and  kept  contin- 
uilly  busy  in  filling  onlers,  packing  gpods,  etc.  The  steamboat  landings  were  storehouses  for 
merchandise  and  produce,  and  Frontstreet  was  almost  impassable  from  the  crush  of  teams  which 
congregated  there  from  all  directions.  In  that  month,  the  value  of  real  estate  in  La  Crosse 
Ooaaty  was  reported  by  the  State  Board  at  9'>2o,000:  the  valuation  of  village  lots  at  950,000; 
of  personal  property  at  ?nO,0()0,  and  the  amount  of  State  tax  a.ssessed  at  ?2,222.r)0. 

In  the  midst  of  this  success  the  truth  compels  an  admis^iion  that  in  spite  of  the  existence 
schools  and  churches,  and  the  moral  influence  thereby  exerted,  the  spirit  of  unrighteousness 
was  abroaij,  and  upon  occasions  evil  ran  wild  in  the  sunshine.  Referriiif^  to  a  stabbing  affray 
that  occurred  in  November,  in  which  a  young  man  named  Kugene  Rid^ley  narrowly  escaped 
with  his  life,  the  papers  condemned  the  condition  of  affiiirs  as  men  permitted  to  exist.  Street 
brawlers  and  night  loafers,  saturated  with  bad  whisky,  made  darkness  hideous  with  blasphemy 
and  epithets,  and  respectable  people  remained  at  home  rather  than  encounter  insults.  Black- 
leg!, pickpockets  and  maurauders,  in  their  trips  up  and  down  the  river,  made  La  Crosse  their 
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■topping  place,  and  their  rooms  and  resorts  were  the  readeivous  for  crime.  Into  these  die 
unsophisticated  were  lared  and  robbed  of  their  mon^  as  aleo  of  their  eharecter. 

This  was  due,  in  part,  to  the  absence  of  sufficient  peace  power,  and  in  part  to  the  rapid  and 
prosperous  ^owtb  of  the  place.  And  yet  this  element  was  not  so  pronounced  and  prominent 
ft  fiMtor  as  in  other  places,  and  with  the  complement  of  municipal  protection  which  cnne  witb 
yters,  was  gradually  but  effectually  wiped  out. 

The  most  important  item  of  interest  to  happen  during  the  closing  season  of  the  year  wu 
an  attempt  made  in  December  to  procure  a  removal  of  tne  county  seat  from  La  Orosse  lo 
Palmer's  Mills  in  the  town  of  Nesdonoc.  Qnite  sn  excitement  was  caused  among  the  dtimi 
of  the  village  by  this  mmor,  which  was  only  sappreeaed  when  it  became  known  that  tbeitlenpt 
bad  failed. 

The  argument  nsed  in  &vor  of  the  removal  was,  that  it  would  build  ap  another  town  in  a 

desirable  portion  of  the  county,  thus  rendering  property  more  valuable,  and  accotnpli>;liing  other 
desirable  ends.  But  the  promoters  of  the  scheme  failed  to  convince  the  County  Board  of  its 
expediency,  and  upon  a  submission  of  the  question  it  was  defeated  five  to  one,  to  the  infinite 
delight  and  peace  of  mind  of  the  residents  of  the  river  "  city." 

The  yeur  closed  with  a  population  claimed  for  the  village  of  1,500,  brought  hither  by 
steamers  between  March  23  and  November  28,  and  daring  which  period  3,485  guests  registered 
at  the  Western  Enterprise. 

Tlie  spring  of  1865  brought  to  the  people  of  county  and  village  a  realization  of  what  nature 
and  man's  ingenuity  combined  had  sought  for.  Emigration  was  not  only  large  but  continuous, 
and  the  men  who  came  increased  the  value  of  material  interest  in  their  new  home.  Houses  were 
erected,  stores  opened,  business  established,  communication  with  distant  points  regular,  farms 
opened  and  cultivated,  and  every  resource  available  tending  to  develop  the  country  and  render 
it  attractive  employed  with  more  than  moderate  saccess.  There  were  privations,  too,  which  the 
settlers  were  Ibreed  to  accept,  but  they  were  met  with  courage  and  endured  with  patience. 

The  population  of  the  county  appreciated  in  value  as  in  number,  and  was  generously  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  county,  the  preponderance  of  settlors,  of  course,  locating  in  the  village, 
where  the  opportunities  for  commercial  or  real  estate  speculation  were  more  numerous  and  access 
to  markets  more  liberal.  However,  large  numbers  located  in  the  townships,  and  adding  to  the 
number  there  already,  becnnie  effective  factors  in  their  building  up  ami  cultivation.  Prominent 
among  the  objective  points  sought  were  the  townships  of  Holland,  into  which  a  large  number 
of  Norwegians  rentured,  and  have  since  been  largely  identified  with  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
Hamilton  Township  about  this  time  became  the  home  of  sndi  ttiterprising  men  as  Monroe 
Palmer,  E.  F.  Edwards,  C.  C.  Elwell,  Oscar  Elwell,  J.  W.  Rannoy,  J.  W.  Cobum,  James  Mc- 
Eldowney,  William  McEldowney,  Andrew  McEldowney,  L.  Osborne,  S.  Brown,  Christian  Lar- 
son, Nelson  Larson,  William  Van  Zandt,  Gordon  Lewis,  William  Loundsborrow,  T.  Kundeson, 
Ole  Kundeson,  Daniel  Loomis,  William  Van  Waters,  M.  L.  Tourttellotte.  William  Gage.  Henry 
Hodges,  A.  K.  Verts,  Jacob  Meyers,  John  Andrews,  James  Tuttle,  Daniel  Bacon,  Frank  Smith 
and  others;  in  the  township  of  Greenfield  settled  Joseph  Weiker,  William  Nicoline,  Willism 
Freeholt,  Joseph  Toushe,  Joseph  Janel,  William  Lingie,  Gregory  Bosshard,  and  sraie  few 
Others;  David  D.  Jones,  Abner  Darling  and  Chester  Darling  settled  in  Bangor;  MendoraPost 
Oflice,  in  the  township  of  Farmington,  was  this  year  laid  out  by  George  Sisson,  Leroy  Stanford 
and  John  F.  Arnold,  under  the  name  of  Newton.  The  names  of  S.  Uurlburt,  S.  William^ 
John  Green,  J.  Tritton,  S.  Carrington.  Thomas  Jones,  R  Toner,  William  Van  Zandt,  Henry 
Moore,  L.  Pratt,  J.  Grosse,  ().  L.  Britton,  Edward  Tritton,  £.  Dake^  T.  Dutcher,  J.  Gillfillisn. 
A.  Harrington,  E.  Adams,  H.  D.  Adams,  B.  F.  Oolbum,  L.  Bowen,  H.  Boyington,  If.  Craik, 
M.  M.  Buttles,  S.  Parks,  S.  Coleman,  Byron  Viets,  Lorenzo  Ilicks,  Aaron  Frost,  E.  B.  Rich- 
ardson, O.  H.  P.  Crane,  M]  Scafa,  J.  Sca'fa,  J.  C.  Bean,  L.  A.  Viets.  A  Stone,  V.  R.  Dunham. 
M.  Herrick,  George  Williams  and  J.  Coleman  were  added  to  the  list  of  voters  domiciled  in  the 
township  of  Bums;  McMertz  established  himself  in  Washington  Township,  as  also  did  Joha 
Hatverson,  Mr.  Nidvidek,  Jacob  Stein,  Adolph  Huett,  Casper  Newburg,  A.  Newborg,  Mr. 
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jRittbore,  and  Jpho  P.  KoeneD,  while  H.  C.  Ueath,  Isaac  Tut«ur,  David  Law,  George  H^rripg- 
lon,  Jdm  Mom,  H.  I.  Bliss,  L.  PkmmeU  L.  Drake,  John  Springer,  I.  L.  Usher,  W.  8.  Hane- 

«om  and  others  became  part  and  parcel  of  the  growing  village. 

With  such  agencies  and  powerful  influences,  it  would  be  strange  if  the  advancement  of  La 
Crowe  and  the  regiua  round  about  had  been  long  delayed.  Yet  aU  was  not  sunshine  and  glad- 
nsai,  and  heaven  at  all  times  did  not  appear  near  bj.  Dark  and  sorrowful  clouds  shut  out  the 
daj  at  times,  and  there  were  hours  when  the  fire  would  not  burn  on  the  hearth  of  these  tailing 
settlers.  But  rests  were  taken  bv  the  wearj,  and  tones  from  an  eloquent,  but  unseen  source, 
woke  np  the  qnemloas  heart.  Tliere  were  snnnj  souls  there  also  fall  of  hope,  whose  trust  in 
the  futura  never  failed,  and,  though  the  sVies  of  promise  were  clouded  over  with  the  threaten- 
ian  of  disaster,  thej  knew  that  other  days  would  come  again  when  the  grass  would  be  green 
and  the  flowers  be  bright.  This  class  of  men  are  the  souls  of  enterprises  of  great  pith  and 
moment  The  men  who  weave  golden  6llingi  into  the  web  of  life,  who  are  swift  and  readj  to 
do  the  work  which  is  set  before  them,  not  to  snap  the  delicate  ailver  threads  and  blame  heaven 
that  thej  were  made  of  tangled  ends.  But  persevering  unto  the  end,  working,  waiting,  hoping, 
praying,  until  the  dawning  of  more  perfect  mtys — or  until  the*  patient  watch  and  long  vigil  is 
rswarde<I  at  the  pearly  gates  of  Paradise. 

New  Year's  was  onebrated  with  due  honors  and  festivities  throughout  the  county,  the  fes- 
tivities passing  oif  without  exoesses  or  debaneheries  of  any  kind. 

A  cheerful  item  of  profit  and  entertainment  in  the  village,  born  durinc;  the  spring,  were  the 
lectures  and  debates  of  the  La  Croiwe  Lyceum.  Before  intelligent  and  interested  audiences,  F. 
A.  Moore  unbosomed  himself  of  "  His  Views  of  the  Times  ;  "  D.  W.  Gillfillian  discoursed  on 
Know-Nothingisra ;  "  H.  E.  Hubbard  and  others  on  appropriate  subjects,  while  "  Women's 
Rights  "  and  "  Prohibitory  Laws  "  were  debated  with  a  forensic  skill  and  eloquence  indescrib- 
able. These,  with  sleighing  parties  and  bachelor  soirees,"  constituted  the  quality  of  entertain- 
meiits  offered  during  the  season  appropriate  to  fieefeivitiee. 

With  the  return  of  warm  weather  which  came  at  intervals  with  the  first  of  the  spring  months, 
the  energies  of  farmers  and  the  business  community  were  naturally  awakened,  and  we  people 
thfmselvee  brought  to  a  full  realization  of  their  fair  prospects  for  the  ensuing  season.  As  the 
snow  diiappeued  and  the  signs  of  early  opening  of  navigaUon  became  apparent,  all  lejoiced  at 
the  prospective  resumption  of  connection  with  towns  "  down  the  river,"  the  mercliants  became 
bosy  taking  an  account  of  stock  in  making  preparations  for  an  Eastern  trip  to  replenish  and  get 
ready  for  the  spring  and  sommer  trades. 

As  early  as  March,  carpenters  were  hard  at  work  fitting  up  old  buildings  and  providing  new 
onis,  as  also  in  paving  the  way  for  the  advent  of  fresh  arrivals,  who  would  join  issue  with  those 
slraady  in  the  county  so  eotm  as  travel  by  river  was  opened.  Indeed,  the  prospects  for  a  general 
and  unprecedented  increeee  in  meroantne  and  mechanical  channels  was  quoted  by  those  immedi- 
ately interested  as,  to  express  it  commercially,  "  Gilt  Edged."  The  contemplated  survey  of  rail- 
roads and  turnpikes  in  the  spring,  the  progress  in  construction  of  those  already  under  way,  and 
Other  andeitakings  in  esse,  seemed  to  stimulate  the  enterprise  of  business  men  and  urge  tbem  to 
new  efforts  in  sustaining  the  well-deserved  reputation  of  the  county  and  village  abroad,  as  also  did 
lu  important  location. 

The  river  remained  dosed  by  the  lee  until  April  2,  when  it  "  passed  out,*'  and,  diree  days 

krter,  the  War  Eagle  landed  at  the  La  Crosse  wharf  crowded  with  passengers  and  making  an 
addition  of  one  hundred  to  the  population  of  the  county. 

In  the  country  prospects  were  equally  as  cheerful.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
warm,  pleaeant,  peculiarly  adapted  to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  reoeption  of  spring  seeds. 
The  sternness  of  winter  yielded  to  the  gentle  influence  of  a  warmer  season,  the  birds  Ssng,  ths 
llowera  bloomed,  and  all  nature  seemed  to  smile  and  dance  in  the  sunshine. 

As  the  season  advanced,  the  prosperity  of  the  eity  and  country  continued  williottt  intermn- 
tion.  It  was  a  year  of  unparulleled  succc;?.  say  those  conversant  with  the  facts.  Nrarlv 
everybody  made  money,  and  those  who  held  title  to  tracts  of  land  in  the.  county,  or  lots  in  the 
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village,  were  regarded  as  men  who  were  fortunate  in  their  possession.  The  year  was  attended 
with  no  visionary  fiibrics,  but  plain,  sober  realities ;  the  growth  of  every  interest  had  been  snb- 
•tantial — merchants  experienced  no  drought  in  their  tine  of  supplies,  but  a  legitimate  end  steady 
incrense  of  their  business  by  the  continueil  growth  and  pm-jperity  of  the  surrounding:  country. 
Nor  bad  this  growth  and  easy  times  resulted  from  newspaper  puffing,  traveling  agenciei)  or 
laudatory  pamphlets  sent  out  into  the  world  and  scattered  broadcast ;  but  it  proceeded  from  the 
real,  natural  adviiMt:!;:;^^  <if  the  country,  the  desirable  location  of  its  towns  and  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  citizens  residing  within  its  limits.  This  being  true,  it  was  concluded  that  the  prosperitj 
and  growth,  admitted  by  rivals,  woald  increne  according  to  the  efforts  employed  in  that  behiUt 
far  an  indefinite  period,  or  so  long  as  the  country  and  liberality  heretofore  displayed  was  left 
and  exercised.  The  prnjected  enterprises,  which  ut  that  time  included  the  La  Crosse  &  Mil- 
waukee and  Southern  Minnesota  Railroads,  new  packet  companies,  turnpikes  and  roadways  into 
Minnesota,  Iowa  and  elsewhere,  would  be  completed  in  time,  and  wherever  they  extended,  hou- 
ncss  would  be  sure  to  go.  To  aoomnplish  this,  iini^  of  action  was  neoessaiy,  and  action  by 
citizens. 

Real  estate,  during  the  summer,  had  adTanoed,  though  in  the  spring  prices  had  been  paid  for 

propel ty  that  would  to-day  be  esteemed  more  than  a  fair  return.  As  for  example,  Mrs.  Mary 
Smith  sold  eighteen  acres  of  land  in  the  country  for  the  sura  of  ^3,600,  cash  ;  this  was  in  June. 
Some  weeks  later,  a  Mr.  Johnson  sold  his  bouse  and  lot  on  Fifth  street  for  ^It^OO,  and  Mr.  Kim- 
bail  his  boose  and  lot  on  Fourth  street,  north  of  the  court  hou.se,  fur  $1,600.  On  the  19ih  of 
September,  a  sale  of  the  real  estate  property  of  the  Hon.  Timothy  Burns  was  made,  at  which 
the  number  of  bidders  is  said  to  have  been  large,  and  the  prices  high,  even  for  La  Crosse  and 
the  times.  One  fiict  noticeable  was  that  the  property  was  sold  at  a  large  advance  upon  the  ap- 
praised value,  citizens  and  strangers  hclnir  surprised  at  tlio  demand  and  avidity  exhibited  f-ir 
desirable  business  lots  by  business  men.  This  was  also  considered  a  truthful  realization  of  the 
real  solid  advantages  La  Crosse  poesessed  over  towns  between  Dubuque  and  St.  Banl.  Five 
years  previous,  the  best  of  these  lots  had  been  purchased  for  $1.25  per  acre  ;  the  property  con- 
sisted mostly  of  swamp  and  bluff  lands,  and  brought  a  total  of  upward  of  .?16,000. 

As  property  throughout  the  year  increased  in  worth  it  advanced  in  price,  and  what  had 
seemed  high  to  strangers  in  January  was  purchased  by  them  before  fisll,  and  considered  a  ridi 
investment.  AH  the  country  cotitiguoos  to  the  villnrfo  made  steady  progress  in  this  direction 
also,  and  that  entered  some  time  before  at  Government  prices  was  more  than  trebled  in  value 
before  the  year  olosed.  As  the  country  filled  up,  this  advance  was  maintained,  and  additional 
fitcilities  were  offered  to  market  lots  and  lands. 

With  regard  to  rents,  the  scarcity  of  tenement*  made  them  very  high.  The  number  who 
remained  in  the  town  was  only  limited  by  the  capacity  tor  accommodation.  Had  there  beeo 
room  for  more  fiimilies,  more  would  have  remained.  Large  numbers,  it  is  said,  went  elsewhere 
for  want  of  a  propw  place  to  shelter  them. 

The  continued  arrival  of  settlers  and  persons  seeking  homes  in  the  Northwest  was  another 
subject  of  remark.  During  the  month  of  April  it  is  estimated  that  10,000  passed  throogh 
Galena  for  point.s  up  the  river.  Many  came  to  La  Cros.'-e,  besides  those  wlio  came  hither  by 
overland  route,  while  the  stages  from  Baraboo  and  Portage  City  came  in  each  evening  laden 
with  passengers.  To  this  m»jh9  added  the  numerous  emigrants  in  their  own  wagons,  work- 
ing their  way  to  the  West.  These  settlers  distributed  themselves  in  the  choice  locations  to  be 
found  in  the  Mississippi  counties  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  notahly  Bad  Axe,  La  Croj<se, 
Trempealeau,  Buffalo  and  Pierce  in  the  former,  and  Houston  and  Fillmore  in  the  latter. 
Those  who  settled  in  these  counties  made  them  largely  tributary  to  La  Crosse,  and  added 
greatly  to  its  prnprcss.  On  the  opfi'vsitc  .side  of  the  river  immerous  towns  began  to  come 
into  existence,  amone  which  may  be  mentioned  Rome,  Brooklyn,  Hokah,  Houston,  Cbatfield, 
Caledonia,  Fayetteville,  etc.,  all  prospering  commencements  of  future  Tillsffes.  Sonoand- 
ing  them  was  as  fine  a  country  as  could  be  foun  !,  ^vllich  was  rapidly  being  talcen  poesession  of 
by  men  who  since  that  day  have  brought  it  under  the  hand  of  cultivation.   La  Crasse  was  the 
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outlet  of  these  towns,  and  La  Crosse  Coaatjr  was  thereby  beneiited.  And  that  countj  was  not 
behind  Ike  Tillage  in  growth.  Almost  every  look  of  the  eje  upon  the  prairie  dieoovered  some 
Dew-made  preparation  for  building  by  settlers  who  erected  shelters  for  tbcrnselves  preliminary  to 
patting  up  more  substantial  quarters.  The  arrivals  were  principally  of  a  clasa  which  benefits  a 
town,  giving  it  a  reputation  abroad  atid  enhancing  its  reputation  at  home. 

The  business  and  Inmber  interests  were  not  less  advanced  than  the  sale  of  laode  and  advent 
of  settlors.  Favored  at  occasional  intervals  with  copinns  rains,  and  afforded  every  convenience 
possible  for  the  times,  the  men  of  business  were  enabled  through  this  year  to  prosecute  their  enter- 
prises to  a  fiiTorable  tenninadon.  Likewise  the  fitnners  and  lambermen  prospered  for  whom  there 
was  an  abundance  nf  work  and  fair  returns.  In  the  village,  never  since  La  Crosse  was  regarded 
worthy  of  rank  among  the  Western  towns  had  prospects  for  all  kinds  of  business  been  more 
bvorable.  The  wonderful  increase  in  the  amount  of  capita!  invested,  and  of  persons  employed 
in  all  branches  of  trade  and  agricaltnre  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  village  and  its  depend- 
encies, together  with  the  accumulating  wealth  of  all,  added  new  energy  to  the  hopefol*  and 
renewed  uie  confidence  of  those  disposed  to  be  encouraged. 

The  basinees  on  Black  River  this  year  had  been  measarably  better  than  dnrinethe  year  pre- 
vious, and  would  be  more  thjin  douhle.  it  was  contemplated,  in  the  year  to  come.  Tlip  operators 
woald  require  twice  the  usual  amount  of  supplies,  the  merchants  would  need  larger  stocks,  and  the 
medianics  more  workmen  to  fblfill  the  engagements  and  meet  the  necessities  m  tiimr  customers. 
The  feelings  of  business  men.  it  might  be  stated  at  that  time,  more  or  less  ebbed  and  flowed  with 
the  water  in  Black  River,  a  fiill  there  indicating  a  decrease  in  the  busy  marts  of  the  village, 
while  a    full  bank  "  was  a  sure  prospect  of  a  full  stock  and  a  heavy  trade. 

The  crops  for  1855  were  considered  good,  and  farmers,  with  the  balance  of  those  here  resi- 
dnt,  reaped  rich  returns  and  projected  extensive  improvements  for  tlu*  year  to  come. 

During  the  year,  building,  regulated  by  the  law  of  necessity,  was  decidedly  brisk.  The 
market  was  well  supplied  with  materials,  and  the  nrices  were  good.  As  a  result,  a  great  number 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  build  and  otherwise  improve  their  places  of  business. 
On  State  street,  between  the  Mississippi  House  and  the  river  no  less  than  five  new  buildings 
designed  and  used  for  shop,  store  and  hotel  purposes  were  erected.  Front  street,  between 
Levy's  Landing  and  warehouse  and  what  was  known  as  the  Upper  Landing,  was  generally  built 
up.  On  the  prairie,  new  houses  were  to  be  observed  in  every  direction,  lots  being  broken  and 
fenced,  and  trees,  both  fruit  and  ornamental,  planted  with  a  liberal  hand. 

'  Bdttcatioaally,  the  village  was  supplied  with  a  substsntial  and  well  supported  school  and 
academy,  while  during  the  winter  the  exercises  at  the  lyceuin  were  uttended  with  interest  and 

Sfit.  The  religious  element  was  prominent,  and  the  congregations  of  large  and  growing 
leonons. 

In  all  these  and  other  respects,  the  outlook  was  gratifyii^.  New  honass  were  opening  and 
to  be  opened,  including  a  banking  house,  and  all  interests  were  properly  conserved  and  balanced. 

The  national  anniversary  of  IH06  was  generally  observed  in  the  a>unty,  the  celebration, 
however,  occurring  in  the  village.  The  display  consisted  of  a  procession  of  Odd  Fellows, 
Masons,  citizens,  etc.,  who  raarcheil  to  a  i»rove,  where,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Pherwin, 
M.  G.  Hansoom  followed  with  the  reading  of  the  Declaration,  succeeded  bv  an  oration,  intro- 
ducing Dr.  A.  P.  Btakeslee.  The  exercises  were  interspersed  with  vocal  selections  from  a 
choir,  under  the  direction  of  D.  C.  Osborn,  the  whole  concluding  with  a  banquet  prepared  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  New  England  House.  Dr.  Cameron,  as  Chairman,  read  toasts  appropriate 
to  the  day,  which  were  responded  to  by  Col.  Rodolf,  S.  Martindale,  Mr.  Pratt,  Mr.  rettibone, 
H*  0.  Maikscom,  S.  D.  Hastings,  S.  T.  Smith,  F.  W.  Moore,  and  others.  In  the  evening  there 
wasajgeneral  display  of  fireworks. 

Cuiristmas  was  also  observed  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the  dav,  and  the  year  departed,  leaving 
behind  it  the  memory  of  much  that  was  gratifying  to  those  who  had  taken  part  in  its  enjoyments. 

The  future  prosperity  of  the  county  had  been  secured  since. its  birth  four  years  before,  and 
the  settlers,  in  its  fertile  territory,  confided  in  a  continuance  of  prudence,  industry,  energy  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


.414 


mSTOBY  OF  LA  CBOSSE  OOUNTT. 


liberality  to  the  more  complete  development  of  its  resources,  and  the  enrichment  of  themsdres 
by  mutnl  liiiainM  tnosMtionfl. 

Since  1855,  the  history  of  La  Crosse  County  has  been  as  the  history  of  imiividuals.  The 
panic  of  1857  produced  its  effect,  but  she  is  less  celebrated  for  having  survived  that  effect  than 
for  having  destroyed  the  causes  which  promoted  its  development.  During  the  war  for  the  per* 
petuity  of  the  Union  her  efforts  were  contributed  to  the  successful  consummatioil  of  that  object. 
The  county  is  absolutely  free  from  debt,  the  agricultural  and  commercial  resources  to  be  found 
within  her  limits  are  inexhaustible,  and  fortune  beckons  to  every  age  and  race  to  identify  them- 
•elyee  with  her  interests  snd  beoooie  partakers  of  her  bounty. 

Thus  far  has  the  historian  sought  to  perpetuate  the  leading  incidents  in  a  history  of  Li 
Crosse  County.  He  may  have  succeeded  imperfectly,  but  he  has  labored  earnestly,  enthusiasti- 
cally. There  are  those  still  living  who  remember  some  of  the  incidents  herein  recorded,  m 
whose  breasts  the  old  fire  has  not  died  out  altogether.  But  many  have  gone  heaee  to  be  heard 
of  in  other  lines  of  life  ;  many  to  be  heard  of  no  more  forever,  for  the  green  euth  has  opened 
its  arms  to  weary  lives  who  came  into  La  Crosse  with  the  dawn  of  its  earliest  dnjSi  and  staid 
vntil  sammoned  to  tiiftt  sleep  He  giveth  his  beloved. 

OFIK'IAL  ROJ^TER. 

At  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  at  Belmont  in  18d6,  the 
present  eonnty  of  La  drone  was  ineladed  in  Crawford  Conntjr,  bat  had  no  representation  in  the 

Council,  nor  was  she  thus  represented  until  the  first  session  of  the  second  letrislative  asgemblj 
convened  at  Madison  Nov.  28,  1836.  At  this  date,  George  Wilson  was  elected  and  served  until 
1840,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Joseph  Brisbois.  That  gentleman,  in  turn, 
resigned,  and  Charles  J.  Learned  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created.  The  succeeding 
members  of  the  Council  were  Theodore  La  Ohappelle,  1842;  Uiraot  Knowlton,  1845;  Benja- 
min V.  Maoahan,  1847. 

In  the  Gonstitntional  ConTentaon  which  assembled  at  MadUson  October  6, 1846,  Petar  A. 
R.  Brace  was  elected  the  delegate  from  Crawford  County,  yielding  place  to  Daniel  G.  Fenton 
as  delegate  to  the  convention  of  1848,  which  firamed  the*  ooustitation  sabsequently  adopted  by 
the  popular  vote. 

MUt  the  admisrion  of  the  State,  La  Orosse  wss  represented  in  the  oonnty  ef  CrawSwd 

4intil  regularly  set  apart  as  an  independent  county  in  1851,  as  follows : 

In  the  Council— G.  Wilson,  1888 ;  C.  J.  Learned,  1840-42 ;  T.  La  Chappelle,  1844 ; 
Hiram  Knowlton,  1848;  D.  Q.  Fenton,  1848;  James  Fisher,  1850. 

Senate— Hiram  A.  Wright,  1851;  Benjamin  Allen.  1851-53  ;  William  T.  Gibson,  1855; 
W.  T.  Price.  1857;  W.  H.  Tucker,  1859  ;  B.  E.  Hutchinson,  18G0-61 ;  Edwin  Flint,  1«62; 
Angus  Cameron,  1863-64;  J.  A.  Chandler,  1866;  Joel  W.  Ranney,  1867;  Cyrus  M.  Batt. 
1869  ;  Angus  Cameron,  1871 ;  G.  C.  Hixon.  1878;  8.  L.  Kevins,  1875;  M.  P.  Wing,  1877 ; 
G.  Van  S^oenwyk,  1^71*  ;  M.  P.  Wing.  1881. 

Repre»entative» — James  H.  Lockwood  and  J.  H.  Dallom,  1836 ;  I.  B.  Branson  and  Jean 
Bmnet,  1887-88;  Alexander  McGregor  and  L  B.  Branson,  1889;  Alfred  Branson  and  Jensfh 
R.  Brown,  1841 ;  John  H.  Manahan.  1843;  James  Fisher,  1846;  Joseph  W.  Furber,  1847; 
W.  T.  Sterling.  1848  ;  James  O'Neill,  1849;  W.  T.  Sterling,  1850;  W.  T.  Price,  1851;  An- 
drew Briggp,  1852;  A.  D.  La  Due.  1853;  W.  J.  Gibson,  1854;  Chase  A.  Stevens,  1855; 
D.  D.  Cameron,  1856-57  ;  James  D.  (^ondit,  1858;  C.  W.  Marshall,  18/9;  J.  J.  McKanr, 
I860:  I.  E.  Messmore,  1861  ;  T.  B.  Stoddard,  18(;2;  E.  M.  Phillips.  1863:  S.  S.  Burton, 
1864 ;  T.  N.  Horton,  1865 ;  Aneus  Cameron,  1865-66 ;  Angus  Cameron  and  D.  A.  Kenne^. 
1867 :  Theodora  Rodolf  and  Nathan  P.  Waller,  1868 ;  N.  P.  Waller  and  0.  C.  Psimer,  \%6% ; 
Theo.  Rodolf  an.l  P.  G.  Moulton.  1870:  P.  G.  Moulton  and  G.  C  Hixon,  1871 ;  G.  C.  Hixon, 
1872:  Alexander  McMilhin.  1878;  D.  A.  McDonald,  1874;  John  Bradley,  1876-76  ;  Wili- 
iam  Van  Waters,  1877  ;  S.  Briggs,  1878 ;  John  Bradley,  1879-80. 
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Judge$ — Lieut.  Gov.  Timothy  Burns  was  elected  to  serve  as  first  County  Judge  in  the 
s|)r:ng  1851.  He  WM  succeeded  by  Hon.  George  Gale,  who  wu  elevated  to  that  position  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year.  In  1853,  K.  C.  Van  Rensselaer  was  elected,  holding  the  poaition 
till  1868.  James  1.  Lyndes  followed,  but  resigned  in  1859.  Samuel  S.  Burton  was  appointed 
to  the  vMaiMnr,  and,  at  the  expimtkm  of  the  tmn,  was  eleeted  to  lenre  an  additional  term,  whi^ 
he  held  till  loBS.  Hugh  Cameron  followed,  holding  till  1870.  Capt.  Daniel  Webster  came 
next,  but  soon  resigned,  his  place  being  filled  by  B.  F.  Bryant,  who  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Fairehild  to  serve  for  the  unexpired  term.  C.  S.  Benton  came  next,  and  was  re-elected  in  1877, 
resigning  in  March,  1881.  Hugh  Gameron  was  then  appointed,  and  since  then  dectod  to  larve 
tiU  January,  1886. 

Sheriffg—ltiiil,  A.  Eldred;  1853,  James  W.  PoUeys;  1855,  Moses  Clark;  1857,  Moses 
€lsrk;  1^9,  George  Staley ;  1861,  Isaac  L.  Usher;  1863,  H.  N.  Solberg  ;  1865,  Joseph  P. 
Scott;  1867,  James  W.  Polleva;  1869,  H.  N.  Solberg;  1871,  John  S.  Simonton  ;  1878,Peter 
Moe;  1875,  H.  S.  Phillips ;  ^1877,  Charles  L.  Halstead;  187U,  Mark  M.  Buttles. 

2VMStirert— 1851,  Peter  Baraa,  F.  M.  Rvblee ;  1853,  Ira  Myrick  ;  1854,  William  Hood ; 
1855,  William  Hood  ;  1857,  William  Hood  ;  1859,  T.  N.  Horton  ;  1861,  T.  N.  Horton  ;  1868» 
J.  B.  Jungen;  1865,  C.  C.  Palmer;  1867,  C.  C.  Palmer;  1869,  N.  P.  Waller ;  1871,  F.  Flles- 
cher;  1873,  L,  D.  Robey ;  1875,  John  Licnlokken  ;  1877,  J.  Lienlokken  ;  1879,  John  Lien- 
Jokken. 

Clerkt  of  Court— \%t>\,  R.  Looney,  H.  E.  Hubbard  ;  1S53,  H.  E.  Hubbard  ;  1855,  H. 
£.  Hubbard;  1857,  Leonard  Lottridee ;  1859,  Leonard  Lottridge  ;  1861,  0.  H.  Smith  ;  1863, 
H.  J.  Peck ;  1865,  H.  J.  Peek;  18OT,  H.  J.  Peek  ;  1869,  Chnstian  Kocnig  ;  1871,  C.  Koe- 
Big;  1878,  C.  Koenig ;  1875,  Charles  Smith  ;  1S77.  Charles  Smith  ;  1879,  C.  Smith. 

Dittrict  Attorney*— 1851,  Chase  A.  Stevens,  Edwin  Flint;  1858,  J.  K.  Furch  ;  1855,  C. 
R.  Rogers  ;  1857,  M.  G.  Hanscom ;  1859,  Alexander  Cameron ;  1861,  J.  W.  Losey  ;  1863, 
E.  H.  McMillan  ;  1866,  G.  M.  Woodward;  1867,  G.  M.  Woodward;  1809,  G.  M.  Woodward; 
1871,  G.  M.  W  i  Iward;  1873,  B.  F.  Bryant;  1875,  H.  M.  SafTord;  1877,  B.  F.  Bryant; 
1879,  B.  F.  Bryant. 

Regkler  ^  l^eils— 1851,  William  T.  Price;  1852,  Ohase  A. Stevens ;  1854-55-66-57- 

58-59,  John  A.  Walker;  1860,Victor  M.  Adams;  1861,  Christian  Koenig;  1863,V.  M.  Adams ; 
1865,  A.  Steinlein;  1867,  A.  Steiolein;  1869,  Leopold  Walchenheimer ;  1871,  Leopold  Wal- 
ebenbeimer;  1873,  Leopold  Walchenheimer;  1875,  Leopold  Walcfaenheimer ;  1877;  Leopold 
Walchenheimer;  1879,  Leopold  Walchenheimer;  1880,  Esias  Lcgler. 

County  School  Suverintendents—\m\,  P.  S.  Elwell ;  1868,  F.  A.  Moore;  1865,  J.  E. 
Atwater;  1867,  G.  S.  Patton;  1869,  G.  S.  Paiton ;  1871,  G.  S.  Putton ;  1873,  S.  M.  Leets  ; 
1875,  8.  M.  Leets;  1877,  S.  M.  Leets. 

Surveyor»—\^b\,  William  Hood;  1853,William  Hood;  1855,  T.N.  Horton;  1857,  J.  F. 
Bryant;  1859,  H.  I.  Bliss;  1861,  H.  L  Bliss;  1863,  J.  F.  Bryant;  1865,  H.  L  Bliss;  1807, 
H.  L  Blisa;  1869,  H.  I.  Bliss;  1871,  H.  L  Bliss;  1873,  J.  M.  Marti;  1875,  S.  Middle- 
hrook;  1877,  S.  Middlebrook ;  1879,  S.  Middlebrook. 

Coroners — 1851,  John  M.  Levy.  [No  record  to  be  found  during  these  intervening  years]. 
1861,  G.  C.  Neumister;  1868,  G.  Simonton;  1865,  John  Fox;  1867,  John  Fox;  1869,  J. 
Manchester;  1871,  D.  S.  Eakins;  1878,  James  Kevin;  1875,  George  Hanson ;  1877,  D.  D. 
PoUeys:  1879,  C  S.  Stockwell. 

HitvervUori — Timorhy  Burns,  Jacob  Spauldins  and  Charles  Whipple,  1851 ;  Edwin  Flint, 
W.  T.  Ptioo  and  Joseph  K.  French,  1852;  E.  Ohilds,  M.  Pdmer,  M.  0.  Boetwick  and  M.  Mo- 
Millan,  1853  ;  A.  Crane,  0.  Croak,  J.  Miller.  L.  A.  Viets,  T.  C.  Gilbert  and  John  Mildram, 
1854;  Moses  Clark,  CO.  Palmer,  T.  L.  Smith,  William  Van  Zandt,  William  Van  Water  and 
Jseoh  Bagley,  1855 ;  James  Mohr,  E.  D.  Campbell,  James  Whalen,  William  Sims,  B.  E. 
Brower,  1 .  L.  Smith,  W.  Van  Zandt,  I.  J.  Matheson  and  V.  M.  Adams,  1856 ;  E.  D.  Camp> 
bell,  W.  H.  Tucker,  L.  R.  Bowen,  John  Wheldon,  T.  L.  Smith,  C.  C.  Palmer,  Willi:im  Sims, 
V.  M.  Adams,  N.  J.  Tompkins  and  C.  Redburg,  1857 ;  Willis  Gregory,  George  Scharpf,  D. 
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Taylor,  N.  J.  Tompkins,  William  Moore,  G.  B.  Richardson,  C.  G.  Palmer,  T.  H.  £nnan,  James 
Squires,  T.  L.  Smith,  S.  Woodward,  William  MeConnell,  Jaoob  Steon  and  D.  A.  Kenedj, 

1858;  J.  I.  Lvnds.  G.  Farnum.  C.  G.  Ilanscom,  R.  C.  Van  Renssellaer,  L.  Porter,  A.  S. 
Fuller.  J.  S.  Metcalf,  E.  B.  Richardson,  V.  W.  Adams,  T.  L.  Smith.  E.  Redburv  and  T. 
Whipple,  1859;  H.  E.  Hubbard,  J.  Fay,  C.  L.  Coleman,  H.B.  Calahan.  Charles  Hall,  j.  Falb«T, 
William Finboflf,  J.  Halverson,  J.  R.  Perry,  I.  Hurlbort,  A.  Andrews  and  R.  Irwin,  1860 ;  C.  L 
Coleman,  W.  W.  Crosby,  J.  S.  Simonton,  N.  Hudgen,  M.  Barlow,  H.  A.  Winston,  Char!« 
Hall.  I.  Martin,  A.  P.  Fuller,  A.  S.  McCook,  £.  B.  Richardson,  Walter  Brown,  J.  R.  Perry, 
J.  HalTonoD,  R.  Irvin  and  J.  McNeil,  1861. 

During  the  ensuing;  ten  years  the  Commissioners  system  obtained. 

Commugionert — Thomas  Spiree,  William  Hood  ai)d  L.  A.  Viets,  1862;  C.  L.  ColemaD, 
James  Barclay,  Kund  Kundi^on  and  L.  A.  Viets,  who  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  K.  Kundeon,  in  1884 ;  C.  L.  Ooloman,  Orange  Smith  and  John  Wheldoi, 
1866  ;  A.  McMUlan,  Chulee  Hall  and  Y.  H.  Adams,  1868;  S.  Briggs  and  William  Van  Ztndt, 
1870. 

In  1870,  each  Township  elected  its  Supervisors,  the  Chairman  of  eadi  Town  B 
beooaing  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  Connty  Board,  whicAi  was  thna  made  np  and  dected 
annually. 

A.  L.  Page,  L.  R.  Bowen,  William  Hanley,  J.  L.  Pettingill,  M.  Stadder,  S.  Briggs,  0.  C. 
Pkdmer,  N.  PitUnger,  W.  Nedwidek,  Knnd  Knndion,  John  Ulrid)  and  Alexander  ncMiUtn, 

1870;  W.  Apsey,  L.  R.  Bowen,  S.  Brij^gs,  John  Bell,  M.  Hess,  J.  Halverson,  K.  Kundson,  A. 
Maguire,  D.  D.  PoUeys,  N.  Pittinger,  J.  L.  Pettingill,  A.  L.  Page,  C.  C.  Smith,  John  V^ofd 
and  William  Van  Waters,  1871 ;  S.  Briggs,  J.  Bdl,  R.  N.  Burns,  George  Howard,  J.  W. 
Johnson,  K.  Kundson,  A.  Maguiro,  8.  \IcKown,  J.  L.  Pettingill,  A.  L.  Page,  N.  Pittenger, 
T.  Rodolf,  D.  Shane,  H.  Tasto  and  W.  Van  Zan.lt.  1872  ;  S.  Briggs.  J.  Bell,  J.  Gutman.  C. 
Hall,  J.  W.  Gutman,  J.  W.  Johnsuu,  A.  Maguire,  D.  D.  McMillan,  S.  McKown,  N.  PittiDger, 

A.  L.  Page,  T.  Rodolf,  D.  S.  Shano.  J.  Lnley,  H.  Tasto  oad  W.  Van  Zandt,  1878 ;  S.  Briggs, 
J.  Bell.  J.  Gutman,  C.  Hall,  J.  W.  Johnson.  J.  Johnson,  A.  Maguire  D.  D.  McMillan.  S. 
S.  McKown,  A.  L.  Page,  N.  Pettinger,  T.  Rodolf,  D.  Shane,  J.  Luley,  H.  Tasto  and  W.  Van 
Zandt,  1874 ;  S.  Briggs.  L.  R.  Bowen;  C.  Hall,  W.  Hautry.  J.  Johnson,  S.  McKown,  P.  G. 
Moulton,  D.  D.  McMillan,  J.  M.  Marti,  A,  L.  Page,  T.  Rodolf,  J.  P.  Scott,  N.  Southard,  H. 
Tasto  and  W.  Van  Zandt,  1875  ;  S.  Briggs,  L.  R.  Bowen,  G.  W.  Bricc,  J.  Bosshard.  W. 
Hawley,  C.  Hall,  J.  F.  Hosmer,  John  Jonnson,  J.  Halverson,  A.  McMillan,  R.  Morris,  S. 
McKown,  8.  L.  Nevins,  R.  T.  Roberts.  J.  P.  Soott  and  W.  Van  Zandt,  1876 ;  S.  Briggs.  W. 

B.  Gahen,  J.  F.  Hosracr.  D.  D.  McMillan,  S.  B.  Oatman,  Frank  Pooler,  J.  A.  Pettingill,  E. 
R.  Roberts,  T.  Richmond.  R.  T.  Roberta,  F.  B.  Smith,  J.  P.  Scott,  D.  Shaw,  T.  Shimmins, 
H.  Tasto,  R.  Tausche  and  D.  A.  Thayer,  1877  ;  J.  Bell,  F.  B.  Bradish,  W.  W.  Crosby.  J.  C. 
Hewitt,  L.  Hasvold,  J.  Johnson,  J.  Moran,  S.  B.  Oatman,  Frank  Pooler,  E.  R.  Roberts.  A. 
Rannius,  T.  Richmond,  D.  Shane.  D.  Sandman,  F.  H.  Smith,  J.  P.  Scott  and  R.  Tau>che, 
1878 ;  J.  Augustin,  J.  Damson,  J.  C.  Hewitt,  L.  Hasvold,  A.  Hirshheimer,  J.  Johnson,  C. 
Lines,  O.  R.  Montagne,  Frank  Pooler,  B.  R.  Roberts,  R.  T.  Roberts,  D.  Shane^  D.  Sandman, 
F.  R.  Smith.  J.  P.  Scott,  R.  Tausche  and  W.  W.  Webb.  1879;  L.  Chesier.  J.  Dawson.  J.  C. 
Hewitt.  James  Gilfillian,  L.  Hasvold,  C.  Linse,  Jov  Pettingill,  E.  R.  Roberts,  R.  T.  Roberts, 
W.  A.  Roosevelt,  T.  Rodolf,  L.  Striigel,  D.  Sandman,  F.  B.  Smith,  R.  Tausche  and  W.  W. 
Webb,  1880;  G.  W.  Buck.  J.  Dnwson,  L.  Hasvold,  C.  Linse,  Joy  Pettingill,  G.  W.  Robinson, 
W.  A.  Roosevelt.  T.  Rodolf,  K.  T.  I^)t)erts.  F  B.  Smith,  WiUiam  Smith,  L.  Stmgal,  D.  Saod« 
man,  R.  Tausche,  D.  A.  Thayer  and  W.  W.  Webb,  1881. 

COURT  H0U8B. 

Diiriri;:  the  session  of  the  Legislature  held  in  the  winter  of  1850-51,  an  act  was  passed  mak- 
ing La  Crosse  the  county  seat  only  on  condition  of  putting  up  the  necessary  public  buildingii 
withia  one  year  and  firee  of  expense  to  tiie  ooonty,  in  de&ut  m  whidi  a  aiMmal  elootion  was  to 
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be  held  upon  sixty  days'  notice,  and  the  site  changed  to  the  place  having  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cut  As  the  village  hud  less  than  two  hundred  residents,  and  the  time  given  was  too  short  to 
i^it  of  Mij  extended  public  wstion,  or  ray  scheme  of  self-imposed  tustion,  which  would  have 
nqeiicd  e  popular  vote,  there  wna  no  resource  but  to  make  personal  appeals  to  the  generosity  of 
tmBe  ioterested.  A  most  generous  response  was  had,  and  a  frame  building  of  two  stories  wus 
craeted  on  the  rite  of  the  present  stone  straetnre.  It  was  26x86,  haring  rooms  for  all  the  county 
officers  on  the  first  floor,  and  a  court-room  abnvo,  which  wa^  made  use  of  for  almost  every  pather- 
iog  of  a  public  nature,  as  church  meetings,  public  meetings,  debating  clubs,  a  library  association, 
etc.  It  continued  to  be  used  for  all  purposes  of  a  general  charaeter  till  1867,  when  it  became 
too  tnall  for  the  increased  business  of  the  county.  It  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Pearson,  by  whom  it 
was  removed  to  Vine  street  near  the  corner  of  Third,  and  used  as  a  boarding  house.  In  1866, 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  its  present  proprietor,  A.  McDonald,  and  is  now  the  well-known 
Washington  Hotel. 

The  first  jail  was  a  small  one-story  stone  concern  of  about  1/)xl.O,  built  in  rear  of  and  com- 
iDjg  up  flush  against  the  old  court  house.  The  ceiling  was  filled  with  several  tons  of  broken  stones, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  escape  by  raining  down  an  avalanche  npon  the  hapless  head  of  the  pfia> 
oner  who  should  seek  an  escape  in  that  direction.  The  walls  extended  down  four  feet  belov  the 
sorface  and  a  floor  was  made  of  flagging.  The  prison  was  notorious  for  its  insecurity,  as,  being 
boilt  upon  the  sand,  it  was  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to  dig  out  beneath  the  walk.  One  of 
the  first  tenants  was  the  murderer  Watts,  whose  brutal  murder  of  his  old  companion,  Darst,  is 
still  recalled  by  all  the  older  settler?.  It  was  Faid  to  be  a  standing  jest  that  when  the  jailer  looked 
disconsolate,  an  inquiry  revealed  the  fact  that  be  had  lost  all  his  boarders.  To  the  question, 
*' How  many  escaped  last  night?"  the  reply  would  invariahly  correspond  with  the  numW  eon- 
Ibcd. 

The  new  jail  was  built  in  1858,  by  A.  W.  Sbepard,  and  is  modeled  after  the  ancient 
^jptira,  having  heavy  walls,  sloping  window  casings,  and  a  cured  eomioe  extending 
aroind  the  hnildiDg  at  the  same  level.  It  is  45x67,  and  is  a  ratlisr  low  structure  giv- 
ing the  appearance  of  great  strength  and  solidity,  which  it  possesses  in  an  eminent  degree. 
The  prison  proper  is  39x45,  and  contains  16  cells,  each  t>x9,  containing  two  hammocks.  The 
cells  are  in  two  tiers,  the  floors  bang  composed  of  a  single  stone,  the  ceiling  of  the  lower  tier 
forming  the  floor  fff  the  upper.  An  open  corridor  extends  around  them,  inclosed  by  walbof  two 
feet  in  thickness,  giving  the  inmates  ample  room  for  exercise. 

In  the  living  portion  of  the  hnilding  are  rooms  ample  for  a  large  fomily,  as  also  three  rooms 
finr  fonale  prisoners.  All  are  models  of  neatness.  For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  court  house,  the  county  ofiices  were  in  the  jail  in  the  division  afterward  fitted 
op  for  a  residence  for  the  Sheriff.  About  two  hundred  cords  of  stone  were  used  in  its  construc- 
tion. The  walls  are  two  feet  in  thidtness  with  projecting  courses  at  the  corners  and  windows, 
adding  much  to  the  air  of  miipsive  strength  with  which  it  impresses  the  beholder.  It  seems  im- 
possible that  one  should  ever  escape  from  it,  and  the  writer  was  told  by  the  jailer  that,  so  far  as 
he  knew,  no  sveh  event  had  ever  happened. 

The  new  court  house  was  coinmenccil  in  1867,  and  completed  the  following  year.  Mr.  Will- 
iam Listman  had  the  contract,  and  it  can  truthfully  be  said,  that  for  every  dollar  received  the 
eoonty  received  an  eqoivalent.  This  is  a  most  unnsnal  droomstanoe  to  record  of  a  public  work, 
and  is  worthy  special  mention.  This  building  is  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  sand  hill,  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  public  square,  fronting  on  Third  street,  between  State  and  Vine.  Like  the  new  jail, 
immediately  in  its  rear,  it  is  built  solidly  of  stone  throughout.  The  basement  is  eight  feet  in  the 
clear,  the  foundation  course  is  four  feet  wide,  and  one  foot  below  the  floor,  the  wall  two  and  one- 
half  feet  thick,  in  first  storv.  two  feet,  and  in  second,  twenty  inches,  all  in  eight  inch  courses  of 
macncsian  limestone  and  hammer  dressed.  The  basement  partition  walls  are  of  brick,  eighteen 
indhca  in  width,  and  in  first  story,  <.f  eight  inches.  The  vaults  for  the  puUio  reeorda  and  docu- 
ments, which  are  absolutely  fire-proof,  are  of  brick,  with  outer  walls  sixteen  inches  in  thicknes.s, 
•nd  inner  ones  of  four  inches,  with  an  air  flue  of  four  inches  between  them.   These  all  have 
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wlndoire  gwrded  bj  innide  shutters  of  iron,  and  are  as  light,  dry  and  airy  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  them.  On  toa  fiiat  floor  tbere  are  nine  rooms  for  the  various  county  offices,  which  are 
fitted  up  with  every  convenience  requisite  for  the  dispatch  of  business.  It  would  be  hard 
to  find  officials  more  attentive  to  their  respective  duties  or  courteous  to  those  seeking  infor- 
mation. The  ooort  room  on  the  aeeond  floor  m  abont  60x90,  with  seats  rising  lirom  Iht  nont  t» 
the  rear,  so  that  a  perfect  view  is  had  of  all  the  proceedings,  and  the  accoustic  properties  of  the 
room  are  such  that  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  hearing  ail  that  may  be  said.  Rooms  for  the 
^nd  and  petit  juries  are  provided  on  the  same  floor.  The  superstructure  was  built  of  magnesian 
limestone,  while  Joliet  stone  wis  used  for  fiwings,  caps  and  cornice ;  325  cords  of  stone  were  used, 
all  dressed  on  the  face.  A  fine  spire  crowns  the  edifice,  on  which  the  blind  goddess  of  justice 
stands,  holding  the  impartial  balance.  The  approach  from  Third  street  is  by  a  terraced  walk  of 
twelve  feet  in  width,  and  about  seventy  in  lengtn,  enrmonnted  at  the  edges  with  a  beveled  stone 
coping.  The  steps  are  twelve  inches  in  width  and  eight  inches  in  thickness,  and  are  each  com- 
posed of  a  single  stone.  The  landing  is  about  12x16.  Upward  of  40,000  brick  were  used  in 
oonstnietiDg  the  partitions  and  vaults.  The  wood  work  is  as  substantial,  in  its  way,  as  the  other 
materials  employed.  Everything  from  top  to  bottom  is  solid  and  enduring,  and  almost  severe 
in  its  plainness.  The  cost  of  erection  was  336,000  ;  the  additional  expense  of  furniture,  car- 
pets, desks,  etc.,  brought  the  grand  total  to  a  less  amount  than  ^0,000.  The  court  house  a 
very  eentral  in  location,  ^d  has  a  mostoommanding  position. 

POOR  HOUSE. 

The  only  institution  for  the  paupers  of  the  county  is  the  infirmary  belonging  to  the  city.  It 
is  situated  three  miles  from  the  post  office.  It  is  in  the  township  of  Shelby,  and  is  a  frame 
building  with  a  capacity  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  inmates,  and  is  seldom  more  than  half-filled. 
A  farm  of  120  acres  was  bought  a  few  years  ago  at  an  expense  of  $6,000.  For  a  time  it  was 
rented  at  $100  per  annum  to  uie  tenants  of  the  infirmary,  who  were  allowed  98.50  per  week  fiir 
boarding  the  adults,  and  one-half  that  sura  for  children.  The  present  tenant,  Frank  Mitz,  re- 
ceives the  farm  rent  free,  and  has  the  above-named  sum  for  boarding  the  inmates.  The  man- 
agement of  this  institution  is  most  admirable,  and  would  seem  to  justify  the  hoaat  9i  the  l«a&g 
director  of  the  disbursement  of  the  county  funds,  that  it  was  the  best  regulated  of  any  of  like 
purpose  in  the  State.  The  number  of  inmates  has  been  reduced,  and  the  expenses  reduced  orer 
fifty  per  cent.  Formerly,  from  $5,000  to  $6,000  had  been  paid  annually  for  the  care  of  the 
poor.  During  the  past  year,  ending  April  1,  1881,  the  total  expenditure  attiie  infirmary,  sad 
for  outside  help,  was  but  $2,385.21.  The  total  number  of  inmates,  at  present,  is  but  seven ; 
of  these,  one  is  sick  in  the  hospital,  one  partially  insane,  one  idiotic,  and  the  others  are  aged,  re- 
spectively, 71,  74, 88  and  87. 

COUNTT  BCflOOLB. 

The  system  of  County  Superintendents  was  inaugurated  in  1861  for  the  whole  State 
Although  in  a  general  way  it  is  designed  that  each  county  shall  have  a  Superintendent,  the  rule  is 
departed  firom  when  a  county  beeomee  too  populous  to  have  its  edneationannterests  managed  by  ■ 
single  one,  when  it  is  divided  into  two  or  more  districts,  over  each  of  which  a  Superintendent 
is  placed.  This  has  been  done  in  the  counties  of  Dane  and  Milwaukee,  which  have  two  dis- 
tricts in  each  and  two  Superintendents.  The  duty  of  these  officials  is  to  exercise  a  watcbfiil 
supervision  over  all  the  schocris  <^  the  county ;  to  visit  every  one  at  least  once  a  year,  and  m 
much  oftener  as  occasion  may  require;  to  examine  and  grant  certificates  to  all  applicants  for 
positions  in  schools ;  to  take  charge  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  which  are  required  to  hold  at  least 
one,  and,  in  many  cases,  two  sessions  each  season.  The  salary  is  based  on  population.  Where 
this  is  from  5.000  to  10,000,  the  salary  is  placed  at  $800.  All  counties  having  less  than  5,000 
have  no  fixed  sum,  the  salary  being  made  discretionary  with  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors- 
This  is  placed  as  low  as  |100  in  the  county  of  Chippewa,  and  in  some  of  ^  most  sparsely 
settled  counties  has  been  as  low  as  |50.  The  highest  salary  paid  is  |1,200,  in  the  county  of 
Jefierson. 
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C.  S.  Stockwell,  of  Onalaska,  the  Superintendent  of  La  Crosse  County,  is  a  professional 
teaeber,  baTing  been  engaged  in  that  ooonpation  in  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  where  he  held  the 

same  position  he  now  occupies.  Ho  engaged  in  teaching  at  Onalaska  in  1876,  and  was  so  em- 
ployed for  two  jears,  when  be  received  the  appoiutment  of  County  Superintendent,  to  611  a 
facaney  that  had  ooenrred.  In  the  MI  of  1878  he  waa  deeted  to  lerve  the  net  of  the  tenn,  and 
le-elected  in  1879  for  a  full  term,  which  will  eipire  Jaooary  1,  1882.  No  records  were  tonied 
over  to  Mr.  Stockwell,  nor  is  it  known  that  any  are  in  existence  previous  to  his  official  connec- 
tion with  the  schools.  The  county  has  seventy-six  school  districts,  of  which  four  me  graded, 
viz. :  One  at  Onalaska,  which  has  three  departniMite  and  three  teachers ;  one  at  West  Salem, 
including  a  high  school,  and  having  (our  department'*  and  four  teachers  ;  and  two  at  Bangor, 
having  two  graded  schools  and  four  teachers.  In  two  districts  there  are  two  schools  in  each. 
Aiide  from  ^e  publie  schools  are  a  namber  of  denominational  schools,  divided  as  follows :  Five 
Lutheran  schools ;  one  at  Barre,  one  at  Shelby — ^both  German ;  three  at  Farmington,  Nor- 
wegian and  German,  and  two  Catholic  schools,  one  at  Greenfield  and  one  at  Washington.  An 
dibrt  is  now  being  made  to  establish  a  system  of  graded  countiy  schools.  As  it  would  be  im- 
poidhle  to  have  a  uniform  course  like  an  academy  or  high  school,  it  is  to  be  based  on  the  attain- 
ments of  the  pupil,  who  will  thus  have  an  incentive  to  attain  to  the  highest  standard  his 
opportunities  will  admit,  for  which  he  will  receive  due  credit.  The  whole  number  of  children 
of  school  age  in  the  county  is  4,601 ;  whole  nnmber  enrolled,  8,042 ;  amonnt  expended  for 
teachers'  salaries,  ?15,232.90,  or  ^3.31  per  capita;  total  e.xpenditiires  for  school  purposes,  in- 
cluding building,  repairing,  furniture,  fuel,  and  incidentals,  $20,636.72,  being  84.48  per  capita. 
Daring  the  year  18b0,  Vu.  school  visits  were  made,  a  foil  half  day  being  allotted  to  each  rmt. 
All  districts  have  been  visited  each  term.  Monthly  reports  were  required  from  all  teachers. 
At  the  school  examinations  there  were  201  applicants.  Of  these,  134  received  certificates,  viz. : 
4  first  grade,  17  second  grade,  and  113  third  grade.  About  half  the  schools  employ  a  i'emule 
teacher  during  the  summer,  and  a  male  in  the  winter.  Two  institutes  were  held — one  at  Ban- 
gor in  March,  having  an  attendance  of  fifty-nine  teachers,  ami  one  at  West  Salom  in  Septem- 
ber, when  there  was  an  attendance  of  fifty-two.  A  teachers'  association  exists,  which  has  a 
libnrj  of  abont  fifty  volames  of  professional  works.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the  teachers  are  read- 
ers of  educational  journals.  The  schools  are  kept  abreast  of  the  legal  requirements,  and  will 
challenge  favorable  comparison  with  any  county  in  the  State.  The  above  facts  and  figures  are 
exclusive  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  whose  schools  are  wholly  outside  the  supervision  uf  the 
Cminty  Superintendent. 

HORTHWBSraBN  HOETICULTUBAL  SOOIITY. 

This  society  was  organised  December  86, 1879,  with  twelve  charter  members.   The  first 

officers  of  the  society  elected  were:  J.  W.  Losey,  President;  .1.  S.  ITnrris,  First  Vice  President; 
John  Van  Loon,  Second  Vice  President ;  John  Uirich,  Third  Vice  President ;  L.  W.  Brigham, 
Secretary  ;  L.  H.  Pammel,  Treasurer. 

The  object  of  this  society  is:  **To  improve  the  condition  of  pomology,  horticulture  and 
gardening;  to  disenss  and  dissaninate  information  upon  all  qneatione  pertaining  to  borti- 
coltore." 

The  society  holds  its  annual  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  December,  and  otherwise 

proTides  for  quarterly  meetings  occurring  in  March.  June  and  September. 

At  their  meetings  thus  far,  since  organizing,  various  topics  have  been  discussed,  and  papers 
have  been  prepared,  read  and  discnssed  also.  The  society  now  nnmbers  fifty-two  members, 
with  the  present  officers:  John  S.  Harris,  La  Crescent,  President ;  A.  J.  Phillips,  West  Salem. 
First  Vice  President;  S.  S.  Luce,  Galesville,  Second  Vice  President;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Powers,  La 
Crosse,  Third  Vice  President;  L.  W.  Brigham,  La  Crosse,  Secretary:  L.  H.  Pammel,  La 
Craase,  Treasurer.  Their  first  fair  was  hdd  In  Jane,  1881,  in  connei  tion  with  the  Wisconsin 
State  Horticultural  Society.  One  dollar  procnres  a  year's  membership  for  gentlemen,  ladiee 
being  honorary. 
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The  following  fraite,  trees  end  shrabbMry  ere  reeommended  by  this  looietj  for  thie  leeelity 

«nd  the  Northwest  in  general : 

Fmits — Apples:  Dutchess,  Wealthy  and  Tetobki.  For  favorable  localities,  Fameose, 
Utter,  Price's  Sweet,  Walbridge,  Plum  Cider,  Willow  Twig  end  Tollman  Sweet  For  trial, 
Pewaukee,  Ben  Davis,  Alenuider,  Red  Qnam  and  Haas. 

Crab  apples,  for  general  planting,  Transcendent,  Whitney  No.  20,  Atkia's  Winter,  Eailj 
Strawberry  and  Maiden's  Blush.    For  trial,  Conical  and  Quaker  Beauty. 

Grapes,  for  general  cultivation,  Concord  end  Delaware.  For  trial,  Beraty  of  Minnesota, 
Worden,  Rogers  No.  15,  and  Brighton. 

Strawberries,  for  market,  Wilson ;  for  family  use,  Green  Prolific  and  Downer's  Prolific. 
For  trial,  Cherles  Downing. 

BaepberrieSt'red;  tor  general  caltivation,  Tamer  and  Philndelphia;  black,  Seneca  end 
Doolitde. 

Plums,  De  Sota. 

Blackberries,  for  trial,  Snyder  and  Ancient  Briton. 

Trees — For  general  planting.  White  Elm,  Sugar  M:iple,  Soft  Maple,  Blue  Ach,  EoropaiB 
Larch,  Box  Elder,  Basswood,  Hickory,  Mountain  Ash  and  Butternut. 

Evergreens,  Norway  Spmoe,  Scotch  Pine,  Hemlock,  Red  Cedar,  Avstrian  Pine,  Balaam 
Fir,  American  Juniper,  White  Pine  and  American  Pine. 

Hardy  shrubbery — Snowball,  Purple  Lilac,  White  Lilac,  Bush  Honey-suckle,  Tree  Peony, 
Flonring  Almond,  Syringa  graodiflora.  Barberry,  Waboo,  Waxberry  and  Hydrangea. 

Bedding  plants— Yerbenn,  Helioteope,  Lantane,  Pansies,  Cnladiniis,  Petanias»  Colons  end 
GcFaniums. 

LA  CKOSSE  COUNTY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  4,  1852,  at  the  uaal  honr  fsr  divine  eervioe  «t  the  oonrt  henis, 
an  address  was  delivered  by  Mr*  A.  Loid,  agmt  of  the  American  Bible  Soeie^,  in  advoeacy  of 

the  claims  of  that  society. 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  a  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Bible 
society  in  the  county  of  La  Crosse.  Rev.  John  0.  Shmrin  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  W. 
W.  I 'stick  appointed  Secretary  of  thp  meeting. 

it  having  been  resolved  in  due  form  to  organize  a  county  society,  a  constitution  was 
adopted,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected:  George  Gale,  FrMident;  Rev.  W.  H.  Oud, 
Vice  President;  Rev.  J.  C.  Sherwin,  Secretary;  Walter  Brofm,  Treanuer;  Snmnel  T.  Smith, 
F.  M.  Rublee,  and  B.  S.  Beppy,  Directors. 

The  local  agents  were  appointed  as  follows :  Dr.  H.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Sherwin,  La 
Crosse  Village;  Kev.  F.  Walrath,  Sparta  and  Little  La  Crosse  settlement;  Dr.  A.  M.  HOI, 
Fleming  Creek  Valley;  George  Bachelder,  Trempealeau;  Mr.  Viets,  Viets  and  Segar  Settle- 
ment; Mr.  Valentine,  Black  Bivor  settlement;  Mr.  S.  Smith,  La  Crosse  Prairie  and  Mormon 
Cooley. 

The  society  being  thos organiied,  an  opportnnity  was  given  for  persons  to  oontribate  ftuds, 
and  970.20  was  raised. 

The  sode^,  since  its  organintion,  has  continued  to  do  the  good  work  begon  nt  that  time. 

It  keeps  in  its  depository  a  great  variety  of  the  publications  of  the  American  Bible  Soeie^, 
not  only  in  English,  but  in  German,  Welsh,  Dutch,  Swedish  and  Norwegian  languages.  These 
Bibles  and  Testaments  are  sold  at  cost  of  production  to  all  who  wish,  and  are  freely  given  to 
those  who  cannot  aflTord  to  purchase.  The  county  has  been  cerefnlly  canvassed  severe  times, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  all  who  were  willing  to  receive  copies  of  the  sacre*!  Scriptures. 
The  Bible  Depository  is  at  the  store  of  Mr.  George  Howard,  No.  36  Main  street,  city  of  La 
Crosse.  The  officers  of  the  socic^  for  the  year  1881  are  as  follows:  J.  P.  Toms,  Pk^sldsal; 
Oeorge  McMillan,  Vice  President ;  William  W.  Jones,  Secretary  ;  George  Howard,  Trea— ler. 
Directors,  W.  W.  Ustick,  Jobn  James,  J.  Spier  Golman,  and  D.  D.  McMillan. 
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At  thu  period  in  the  history  of  La  CroMO,  in  the  history  of  the  eggregetion  of  ooounon- 
wealths  which  composed  the  American  Republic,  formulated  her  laws,  guided  her  destiny  and 
eootributed  to  her  renown,  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  came  upon  the  nation 
oneipeotedlj,  ovwwhelmtngly. 

The  citisens  of  La  Crosse  Coonty  had,  prerious  thereto,  been  identified  with  the  several 
political  organisations  \vhich  had  successively  maintained  a  jiredominant  prominence,  but  all 
were  friends  of  freedom,  and  realized  that  the  political  supremacy  of  the  seceding  States 
meant  centralitation,  anarchy,  ruin.  If  mere  precedent  failed  of  establishing  this  conclnaioii, 
the  indications  were  strongly  in  their  favor.  They  knew  that  the  history  of  the  world  was  a 
history  of  despotism  in  land^  when  the  government  has  been  held  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  They 
nali<ed  its  neeeseity  if  nations  were  to  remain  etationary,  rude  and  ignorant,  and  adTanotos 
tine  made  no  new  demands  upon  the  people  who  composed  the  nation.  Again,  a  powerful 
aUDority  had,  in  years  past,  been  identified  with  the  Whig  party,  and  inheriting  a  strong  anti- 
•lavery  sentiment  from^  its  teachings,  had  become  the  corner-stone  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  the  crystallization  of  that  organisation  lees  than  a  decade  before  at  the  capitol  of  the  State. 

Such  were  the  inGuences  that  responded  to  the  cry  to  arms  during  that  eptjch  in  American 
history  when  the  life  of  the  nation  was  trembling  in  the  balance.  The  triumph  of  despotism 
wottla  be  eeleibrated,  argued  all,  if  the  people  from  Maine  to  CUUbraia  fidlea  of  th^  duty; 

liberty  would  perish  with  the  disintegration  of  the  States,  and  the  golden  age  of  the  nation 
would  give  plaos  to  an  age  when  the  self-evident  truths,  for  tho  perpetuation  of  which  that  nation 
was  created,  woold  be  rejected.  The  history  of  civilisation  was  the  history  of  goTcrnment,  they 
hoew;  progress  or  improvement  lessened  or  increased  ss  the  scroll  of  Time's  great  drama  is 
unfolded,  in  proportion  as  freedom  from  despotism  is  enjoyed.  They  knew  that  each  State  in 
the  constellation  was  woven  therein  to  add  beauty  and  strength  to  the  whole,  and  that  the 
tomber  threads  of  experience,  with  blasted  prospects  and  without  hopes,  were  interlaced  with 
the  gleaming  threads  of  success  and  gratified  desires,  each  the  complement  of  each,  needed  to 
perfect  the  other.  The  question  which  then  presented  was  as  to  whether  the  Union,  with  its 
Msoeistions,  its  prestige,  its  protecting  care  ano  hallowed  memories,  should  be  preswved  or  per- 
■itlsd  to  expire  and  become  as  a  tale  that  is  told.  The  mass  of  the  people,  as  the  world  knows, 
nndefed  their  verdict  in  favor  of  an  enforcement  of  the  laws;  their  response,  like  a  ray  of  sun- 
Ame,  drove  away  the  mists  oi  gloom  and  made  a  poem  of  their  lives,  whereof  duty,  patriotism 
and  victory  were  the  heroic  stanzas.  Sometimes  old  memories  oome  to  the  survivors  of  the 
s^ggles  that  followed;  crowd  thick  upon  them  and  cause  their  hearts  to  ache;  sad  memories, 
bitter,  bitter  memories  slip  in,  but  after  all  the  past  has  the  bright  side  to  look  back  upon  and 
dream  over — the  preservation  for  the  benefit  of  fbtarc  generations,  liberty  founded  upon  duties 
*8  well  as  rights,  and  the  irrevocable  judgment  of  man  as  to  the  perpetuity  of  a  Republican 
form  of  government.  The  influence  of  this  preserved  government  is  on  the  wing  to-day,  to* 
Borrow,  forever.  Like  a  veiled  evangelist  it  has  gone  abroad  throughout  the  nations  of  the 
Wth,  never  showing  its  face,  but  making  its  mighty  prct^ence  felt,  and  that  influence  will  con< 
tinne  until  vice  becomes  dumb  and  virtue  waits  in  silence  for  the  tramp  of  the  archangel  and 
<he  voice  of  God. 

As  memory  takes  an  inventory  of  the  years  of  war  and  bloodshed,  the  scenes  <tf  which  pass 

before  mankind  as  a  panorama,  the  results  appear  in  all  their  magnitude,  and  Hope  submits  pro- 

Cls  for  the  future  which  cannot  be  rejected.  Since  its  close,  the  victories  of  peace  have 
grander  than  any  the  historic  epoch  gave  birth  to.  The  arts,  sciences  and  every  appliance 
of  civilisation,  have  made  rapid  advances.  During  its  oN  ^tLnce,  unnumbered  heroee  were  laid 
to  rest  in  mother  earth,  and  American  history  was  made  luminous  with  the  records  of  military 
valor  and  patriot  devotion.     But  the  years  which  followed  the  truce  at  Appomattox  Court 
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House,  have  been  pregnant  with  great  ideas  and  beneficent  results,  that  will  increase  in  value 
ts  the  days  that  ure  gone,  like  evening  shadows,  grow  long  and  dim. 

Until  the  firint;  upon  Sumter  announcing  the  ultimatum  of  the  Sonthorn  people  to  be  war 
or  secession,  Hope  sprang  eternal  in  the  breast  of  patriots  that  the  impending  difficulties  might 
be  avoided  ihrovgh  the  agency  of  compromise.  Hope  beoat  a  foeling  that  the  Union  wonM  le 
preserved  without  recourse  to  arms,  and  that  the  angel  of  death  would  not  be  permitted  to  nutle 
his  wings  of  darkness  through  the  ranks  of  American  soldiers  who  enrolled  for  the  war.  Through 
the  delicious  days  of  that  spring  of  1861,  when,  as  if  inspired  with  affection,  the  soft  souUi 
wind  baUied  the  temples  and  brows  oF  men,  and  the  golden  sheen  of  liie  snn  darted  tiirongli  it 
like  an  arrow  shot  from  some  invisil)le  bow,  no  man  drcamffl  of  the  days  of  death  and  danger 
the  future  reserved  for  his  acceptance.  But  when  the  faint,  low  sighing,  like  distant  choirs  of 
melody,  out  of  tune  and  harsh,  came  over  the  wires  bringing  the  condition  of  affairs  home  to  tke 
OonviotioQS  of  Americans,  the  alternative  presented  by  the  foe,  there  was  no  hesitation  laadels 
accept  it,  and  the  citizens  of  La  Crnnso  County  armed  themselves  for  the  strife.  Meetings  wm 
held,  addresses  made,  money  subscribed,  and  soldiers  enlisted.  Within  a  brief  period  from  the 
time  when  earnest  words  of  inspiring  appeal  had  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the  doanent  orator; 
from  the  time  when  liberiility  and  humanity  wa.s  made  manifest  in  the  highways  ;  from  the  time 
when  soldiers  parted  from  those  they  loved,  from  mother's  arms  and  wife's  embrace,  many  of 
them  became  palsied  in  death.  Soldiers  of  the  Republic — brave  men  they  were — who  died  with 
their  armor  on,  falling  with  their  faces  to  the  foe  against  whom  they  so  unfalteringly  fought. 
Whoever,  throughout  all  the  after  history  of  tlip  ntition  they  so  grandly  honored  and  so  indus- 
triously served,  has  respect  for  patriotic  valor  and  patriotic  death,  will  drop  a  tear  upon  the  grsve 
and  have  a  tribute  of  praise  to  offer  to  the  memory  of  that  immortal  band.  Heroic  men !  Thdr  j 
homes  were  left  desolate,  poverty  stalked  through  the  doorway,  perhaps,  and  with  sorrow  nA 
affliction  as  handmaids,  prevented  the  entrance  of  consolation  or  of  sunshine. 

No  pen  can  describe  those  old  days,  those  near  yet  far-off  days,  paged  with  dear  legends, 
when  some  went  to  the  battle's  front  and  some  went  gypsy  ing  to  the  camp.  No  limner's  art  can 
trace  those  days,  so  sad,  so  dear,  so  filled  with  tender  tliouL'hts  of  those  who  went  and  return' i 
no  more;  of  those  days  when  right  was  on  the  scaffold  and  wrong  upon  the  throne;  when  the  i 
son  of  American  liberty  seemed  near  to  the  horiion.  The  straggle  ror  natural  life  is  still  fresh  | 
to  the  memory  of  even  those  who^  during  its  existence,  were  babes,  when  brief  moments  of  bright 
hopes  were  succeeded  by  bitter  disappointments,  when  clear  skies  and  generous  sunshine  were 
followed  by  gloom  and  sorrows,  and  when  generous  ambitions  gave  place  to  humiliating  defeats, 
fining  the  heart  with  sorrow  and  sorrowful  memori^. 

On  the  ir)th  of  April.  1H>(1,  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation  calling  for  7-">,000  troops 
SSppress  combinations  in  the  seceded  States,  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  and,  on  the 
fidlowing  day,  Alexander  W.  Randall,  Governor  of  Wiseonsin,  supplemented  Uie  President's  I 
requisition  by  a  call  for  one  regiment  of  militia  for  immediate  service. 

In  the  city,  the  news  concerning  the  existence  of  actual  hostilities  was  met  with  sorrow 
and  a  determination  on  the  part  of  citizens  to  remove  these  efi'ects  by  the  destruction  of  their 
cause.  Recruiting  oflices  were  opened,  and  overflowed  with  the  excess  in  number  of  those  whe 
aspired  to  unite  with  the  ranks  and  march  to  victory  to  the  music  of  the  Union,  now  sod  fo^ 
ever. 

Wilson  Oolwell,  Captain  of  the  La  Orosse  Light  Guard,  and  J.  T.  Foster,  oommaading  the 

La  CroHse  Artillery  Company,  were  among  the  first  to  call  for  volunteers  under  the  proclama- 
tion Both  of  them  went  to  the  front,  and  one  of  them  fell  before  the  attacks  of  the  enemy- 
fell  in  the  morning  of  life,  at  the  morning  hour,  before  the  sun's  rays  gave  promise  of  the  ad- 
vent of  the  god  of  day,  when  the  world  was  still,  when  the  birds  were  singing,  before  the  dew>  . 
drops  had  passprl  to  hoaven,  before  the  stars  had  gone  to  rest  with  the  the  going  of  the  dawn. 
The  feelings  of  patriotism  and  love  of  country  evinced  in  the  city  were  duplicated  tbrougboat 
the  coon^.  Every  when  age  forgot  its  emtcn,  labor  its  task,  to  engage  in  that  prepantkw  tat 
mitj  and  immortality,  the  clarion  notes  of  which  were  then  bc|^nning  to  be  heard  m  the  noise 
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of  the  dram,  the  voice  of  the  bugle,  the  clatter  of  musketry,  the  reverberations  of  the  artillery  and 
the  wbiitle  of  tbe  thelU  riooebetting  over  fields,  through  woode,  on  the  bilMde  and  in  lAe 

lev.  Their  effects,  too,  were  manifested  in  the  hnrrving  to  the  front,  in  the  cheeks  of  her  now 
pale  and  ready  for  the  seal  of  the  Master  of  mortality,  that  once  warmed  into  love  and  were 
itatned  with  the  blush  of  the  bridal.  They  were  plainly  to  be  seen  in  tbe  new*ni«de  graven, 
hJdiiig  dust  that  was  precious  to  those  left  behind — to  the  lad  y/hoae  cheek  was  dimpled  with 
joys  of  youth,  to  the  wife  who  stood  sobbinjij  in  the  sunlight  as  he  passed,  and  forever,  to  the  old 
man  whose  silvered  head  was  bowed  in  grief,  to  the  loving  mother,  who  tarried  but  a  little  way 
behind  before  abe,  too,  sank  to  slumber  in  the    windowless  palaoe  of  rest." 


ferenoes  (^ne  by,  and  waited  for  tne  word  to  ntareh  in  unbroken  phalsnz  to  the  fielaof  battle, 

there  to  shed  their  last  drop  of  blood  in  defense  of  the  national  honor.  The  divided  North  that 
was  anticipated  at  the  South  failed  to  materialize  for  the  reason  that  the  right  was  lacking  in  their 
creed  of  government.  The  wilderness,  inherited  from  former  generations,  had  been  made  into 
gardens,  and  with  this  title  was  vested  in  the  heirs  a  determination  to  realize  that  strength  wbieh 
exists  in  Union,  and  to  respect  their  flag  which  is  everlasting  as  the  hills. 

On  tbe  evening  of  April  22,  1861,  the  loyal  people  of  La  Crosse  convened  at  Leiderkranz 
Garden  for  tbe  purpose  of  obtaining  an  repression  of  opinion  in  referenoe  to  tbe  condition  of  tbe 
COOntry. 

The  Hon.  C.  G.  Washburn  presided,  and  M.  M.  Pomeroy  acted  as  Secretary,  with  tbe  fol- 
lewrag  Vice  Presidents :  Gen.  Crosby,  ex-Mayor  Levy,  A.  W.  Pettibone  and  T.  W.  Edwards. 

A  series  of  resolutions  expressive  of  the  views  of  the  assembly  were  reported  by  the  OOBoniittee, 
consisting  of  Mes!<r,M.  Sevinonr.  Cordry,  Barlow,  Scharpf  and  Baxter;  speeches  were  made  by 
"Brick  "  Pomeroy,  A.  W.  Bishop,  Dr.  Baxter,  Hon.  W.  Hull,  Geo.  L.  E.  Webb,  A.  W.  Petti- 
brae,  Dr.  Blakeslee  and  others,  and  (Mt,451  were  subseribed  as  follows  :  C.  0.  Washburn,  T.  B. 
EdwarJs.  Artillery  Company,  N.  Hintgen,  Tenny,  Oatman  Co.,  Company  K.  and  S.  and  C. 
K.  Martindale,$100  each  ;  Lloyd  &  iSupplee,  Lottridge  &  Seymour,  and  Moses  Anderson,  375 
each ;  Iff.  M.  Pomeroy,  Milton  Barlow,  T.  K.  Horton,  John  Serris,  Walter  Webb,  L.  E.  Webb, 
T.  0.  Wells,  S.  A.  Gillette  &  Son,  J.  &  J.  Andrews.  James  Vincent,  Colton  &  Whelpley,  Dun- 
Up  Brothers.  Neiim;in  Si  Cantrovits.  W.  R.  Sill.  G.  A.  Metzger,  M.  Henderson,  Bishop  &  Cam- 
eron, H.  T.  RumseyandT.  B.  Stoddanl.  3-'** ;  J-  A.  Sunnier  and  W.  B.  Hanscome  it  Co.,  §30; 
H.  B.  Calahan,  J.  W,  Polleys,  C.  F.  Parsons,  Justus  White,  A.  J.  Stevens,  V.  M.  Adams.  S. 
C.  Barton,  T.  P.  Laverty,  W.  E.  Potter,  H.  E,  Hubbard,  Barron  Kadish,  R.  I.  Johnson,  S. 
B.  Sheldon,  J.  C.  Coombs,  W.  C.  Root,  J.  B.  Jungen,  Wehausin  &  Hunt,  S.  S.  Burton,  Lewis 
Psmmel,  C.  B.  Solberg,  J.  K.  Lush,  M.  M.  Cordry,  W.  0.  Rogers,  G.  H.  Beton,  George  Sta- 
ley.  L.  C.  McKenney,  W.  W.  Crosby,  S.  Kellogg,  C.  L.  Colman,  Shimmins  &  Helburg,  ilogan 
i  Bauman,  I.  Cantrovitz,  F.  P.  Metcalf.  G.  H.  Garrett,  G.  W.  Morgan,  J.  T.  Van  Valkenbure, 
J.  M.  Loomis,  Ccne  k  Fay.  W.  W.  Jones,  W.  H.  Lemon,  George  Edwards,  Leach  &  Paul,  M. 
6.  Bradbury,  J.  McCrary,  J.  L  Lynde?,  J.  Fay,  A.  A.  Stevens,  George  Carlton,  A.  T.  Clinton, 
Ira  Cole,  C.  Michel,  A.  Ovcrbantrh  nnrl  0.  R.  Montague,  $25  each;  Black  k  Bradish,  John 
Halverson,  £.  K.  Butrick,  George  Hoare,  J.  H.  Coudry  and  George  Scharpf,  9^0  each  ;  Joseph 
Gutman,  T.  Atkinson,  L.  Stauss,  H.  I.  Bliss,  O.  Ewe  and  George  Snelling,  %i6  each,  in  addition 
to  a  track  of  160  acres  of  land  from  Edwanl  MoFaddfTi. 

A  feature  of  the  times  was  the  following  call,  which  appeared  at  the  head  of  tbe  editorial 
columns  in  tbe  La  CNrosse  Democrat :  « 

W»sTrii.— Two  hundrwlBnil  fourteen  men  are  wanted  to  enlist  :i-  Vilutiiecra  for  the  war,  to  form  a  company  of 
"  bone  znunTf H,"  the  drasa  to  be  graj  paiiu.  r«d  ahirU  with  low  collar,  gmy  uiantle  to  oome  to  (he  saddle  when 
moanted.  Tbe  arnifl  of  the  compBiijr  to  b«  a  minic  rifle,  two  reTolvera  and  a  saber.  HoiMS  to  be  bay  or  brown. 
Tho»e  who  will  enlist  for  the  entire  war,  be  it  short  or  long— who  can  Utc,  if  need  be,  on  one  meal  and  three  fights 
k  day— or  mom  flfbt  and  less  eat.  will  ^mm  send  in  their  Daaea  t«  the  mdenigned.  The  eompany,  when  full,  to 
•iaet  its  eaoera,  aad  be  in  readinaw  to  aiMi  at  I*  GrwM  sooa  m  aniM  and  boiMS  «aa  be  AuBlalied.  The  pro* 
PN><  aw*.  "  Wiiflenda  TlMn,"  will  iadient*  the  aansaoMBts  oflbred.  M.  H.  Pombbot.  . 

La  CnoflRr.  April  SS.  1861. 
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The  ftbove  was  kept  u  e  standing  "sd  "  for  several  weeks,  but  does  not  i^^pear  to  hm 
dwrmed  tke  BOeesaary  complement  of  men  ambitious  to  become  Tigers,  and  with  the  Tigenstui 
in  gray  pants  and  red  shirts  with  low  collars,  armed  with  a  deadly  minie,  two  revolvers  and  t 
saber,  and  ready  to  live  on  one  meal  a  day.  Brick's  "  overtures  were  not  met  with  the  re- 
sponse he  antiiHpated,  aooording  to  all  accounts,  and  the  undertaking  wa.s  abandoned  long  befon 
"  Old  Bob"  assumed  comiuatid  in  the  Bve-days'  fight.  As  times  changed,  it  is  an  historic  &ct 
that  "Brick"  changed  with  theu,  and  between  the  inception  of  war,  in  fact,  and  the  surrender, 
ma  resolred  horn  an  ardent  advoeate  of  death  in  the  last  ditch,  and  a  leadw  of  men  identtfed 
with  the  Union,  to  a  "peace  at  any  price"  man,  with  all  that  die  name  implies.  Why  this  nMii- 
eal  change,  or  whence  proceeded  the  canae^  are  oMwndrams  as  inei^iable  of  solution  as  aa 
|Hrobable  theorem  in  mathematics. 

The  first  company  to  enlist  for  Uie  war  in  La  Crosse  County  was  the  Light  Guards.  It 
responded  to  the  first  call  for  troops  for  three  months,  but  before  it  could  be  mustered  into  sierr- 
ice  the  quota  for  that  length  of  time  was  full,  and  hence  it  became  part  of  the  number  under 
the  mII  nr  diree  yean  or  the  war.  On  the  evening  of  Apil  80. 1861,  the  ranks  having  been 
filled  up  to  the  reauisite  number,  the  organiialioo  assembled  at  Barron's  Hall,  preparatory  to 
their  departure  for  Niadison.  Many  of  the  company  being  without  blankets,  the  ladies  of  La 
Crosse  supplied  them  with  a  liberality  and  irresistible  em  pre»$ment  characteristic  of  the  wodmd 
whom  thoee  troublous  times  brought  prominently  to  the  snrlaoe,  in  the  performance  of  acts  wUc^ 
have  shrived  their  sex  with  a  luster  that  time  cannot  diminish,  or  distance  quite  obscure. 

In  all  times  of  trial  and  afliiction,  the  sympathies  of  a  true  woman  are  of  priceless  value. 
By  the  hearth,  in  the  cloister,  when  disappointment  and  ingraUtude,  with  corroding  cure,  gather 
round  one ;  when  the  gaunt  form  of  poverty  menaces  with  ms  skeleton  fingers,  and  in  the  cham- 
ber of  death,  their  sympathies  gleam  about  the  soul  like  an  angel's  smile.  It  would  seem  that 
God,  compassionating  woman's  first  great  frailty,  had  planted  these  jewels  iu  her  breast,  the 
heaven-like  influence  of  which  should  cast  into  ^getfabess  man's  remembrance  of  the  &U,  by 
building  up  in  his  heart  another  BdcQ,  whcTc  persnnid  flowcrs  cvcT  bloon  and  crystal  fiWBtsiai 
gush  from  exhaustless  springs. 

At  half  past  10  o'clock,  on  the  evening  mentioned,  the  company  was  ordered  to  &U  in, 
and  Col.  William  Hull  addressed  them  in  feeling  and  a|q|NK>priate  terms.  He  was  followed  by 
Dr.  Baxter,  who  concluded  his  remarks  by  asking  the  company  if  they  would  ever  disgrace  their 
banner,  to  which  the  united  voices  of  eighty-five  men  responded,  "  Never  I "  In  marching  to  the 
depot,  the  Pioneer  Engine  Company  led  the  nm,  followed  by  the  departing  soldien,  who  boardsd 
the  trai  n  after  having  taken  &reweU  of  their  friendSf  and  at  midnight  began  their  jonmey  to  tm» 
and  (Jamp  Randall. 

2%«  Light  Ouard — Was  organised  in  1858,  uniformed  in  1859,  and  prominent  in  military 
drdes  in  the  West.  It  mustered  into  the  Second  Regiment  of  Wisconsin  Infantry  as  Company  B, 
and  from  that  date,  aa  a  portion  of  the  "  Iron  Brigade,"  it  became  the  pride  of  the  city.  State  and 
nation.  In  all  the  battles  fought  by  that  famous  organization.  Company  B  was  cunspicuoos  for 
bravery  and  endurance,  and  probably  better  known  than  any  tndiTidual  company  in  tne  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  The  long  line  of  promotions  from  the  rank  and  file  of  this  company  to  prominent 
military  positions  during  the  war  was  conclusive  evidence  that  its  membership  was  composed  of 
the  very  best  citizens,  who  always  make  the  most  efllective  and  successful  soldiers.  Of  the 
original  Commissioners  who  went  to  the  front  with  the  company,  Gapt.  Colwellwas  killed  at  the 
battle  of  South  Mountain  September  14,  18»;*2  ;  Second  Lieutenant  Robert  Hughes  was 
killed  jn  the  Wilderness  in  September,  1864 ;  while  Frank  Hatch,  First  Lieutenant,  was 
woonded  at  Bull  Run,  and  afterward  promoted  to  command  a  battalion  of  cavalry  in  the  West 

"  How  litll«  liu  we  know  of  what  wean; 

How  less  of  what  we  may  he  !" 

Fisss  down  the  memorial  column  of  those  who  went  out  to  preparation  on  that  mild  spring 
night,  thwoeto  become  part  of  the  Army  <tf  Northern  'Vii^pnia,  and  mark  the  names  of  tbeae 
same  who  fell  during  the  campmgn  of  the  PeninsnU,  at  GainesTille,  Antietam,  Chanoellortvine, 
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Gcttjabwrg,  Sonth  Moantain,  whoae  bodies  b»Te  been  lud  to  rett  on  tbe  bftnjcs  of  tbe  Rapidaa, 

in  the  swampa  of  the  Cbirkahominy,  by  the  side  of  Falling  Waters,  where  their  graves  are  their 
moDttments  and  their  burial  places  sacred  to  Americans  as  is  Jerusalem  to  the  Hebrews,  a  city 
about  which  cluster  thoughts  of  the  greatest  history  of  the  past ;  or  as  was  Athens  of  old  to  the 
Greeks,  the  city  of  memories,  the  shrine  of  the  arts,  the  germ  of  ideas.  If  there  is  a  spot  in 
all  this  land  of  liberty  where  time  and  enduring  marble  should  rear  high  its  tablet  of  illuBtrious 
Dames,  and  of  renowned  events,  it  should  be  in  that  estate  where  the  American  tia^  was  nerer 
lowered,  md  where  the  proadest  odlamns  thftt  ever  erossed  the  plaint  laid  down  their  arms  and 
dispericd  to  desolate  hom&s  with  honor  and  a  parole  as  a  testimony  of  their  prowess.  And 
Company  fi,  of  La  Crosse,  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  contest  for  national  sujpremacy,  from 
Boll  Ran  to  Appomattox.  Beneath  the  flattering  folds  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  her  sons 
fought  and  died,  even  as  that  "  star-flowery  banner  "  was  planted  amid  the  whirlwind  of  shot 
and  sliell  upon  victorious  battlementj?,  but  not  before  the  portals  of  heaven  had  been  opened  to 
gitlier  lit  and  soothe  to  an  eternal  rest  many  a  soul  that  was    drooping,  mute  and  motionless." 

The  composition  of  the  company  upon  its  master  in  for  three  years  was  as  follows :  William 
'  'IwpH,  Captain;  Frank  Hatch  and  Robert  Hughes,  Lieutenants;  C.  C.  Messervey,  Milo  Pit- 
km,  James  D.  Wood,  R.  A.  Scott,  and  W.  M.  Spear,  Sergeants  in  tbe  order  named;  R.  W. 
Boms,  n.  P.  Clin,  H.  B.  Jarris,  P.  C.  Dmin,  W.  H.  Sherwood,  G.  0.  Basher,  F.  H.  Lee,  and 
^;imes  Woodward.  Corporals;  Edward  Cantwell  Fifer,  Ignatius  Anders,  Henry' Agnew,  L.  M. 
iiaker.  L.  II.  Bunnell,  George  Brown,  J.  0.  Burroughs,  II.  B.  Beardsley,  Robert  Barnes, 
William  Brown,  Jefferson  Brackett,  0.  M.  Bradford,  E.  0.  Brewster,  M.  H.  Bums,  J.  P. 
lllakeslee.  D.  F.  Chapman,  G.  W.  Currier,  A.  Coffin,  II.  Coffin,  J.  M.  Clark,  W.  H.  Collins,  0. 
I'  Clark,  Newton  F.  Chapman,  J.  C.  Cary,  William  Donald,  S.  11.  Dow,  John  Donavan,  George 

H.  Estabrook,  N.  F.  Eldridge,  Richard  Fabey,  W.  Frigger,  C.  W.  Farrand,  George  W.  Fisher, 
Joseph  Frame,  F.  F.  Forreet,  Geori^e  Fax,  George  W.  Flemming,  W.  Franklin,  George  Qillis, 

L.  Gordon,  Georire  Gross,  F.  Hildreth.  J.  Hawkins,  A.  E.  Haven,  G.  Hollenbeck,  Elijah 
Heath,  E  Huggius,  0.  G.  Jenks,  George  Kuneson.  Andrew  Knoblanch,  D.  W.  Knox,  D.  W. 
Renney,  L.  Lockman,  M.  Lee,  J.  C.  Leach,  William  Johnston,  J.  P.  Jackson,  T.  B.  Laverty, 
C.  W.  Messer,  J.  S.  Marsh,  N.  Molson,  R.  S.  McClintock,  E.  Markle,  E.  E.  Moore,  J.  McCoy, 
F.  Merten.o,  J.  Martin,  D.  B.  Piton,  Edward  Potter,  P.  Post,  F.  J.  Phelps,  E.  Reardon,  J.  B. 
Rand,  F.  Hiebe,  Claus  Reickeman,  Thomiis  B.  Rand,  J.  H.  Smith,  William  Stace,  H.  C. 
Smith.  G.  G.  Symei,  0.  R.  Spaffofd,  R.  Swartz,  J.  W.  Sloan,  J.  W.  Seymoar,  P.  6.  Tomp- 
'  ti^  Cvrus  Van  Cott.  John  Van  Cott,  John  B,  Webb,  E.  K.  Whiting,  Reuben  Wright,  G.  M.- 
^'^uodward,  C.  Washbum,  G.  WenzeU,  George  Washburn,  J.  Warren,  E.  D.  Weeks,  and  James 
Wylie,  Priwrtes. 

It  need  only  to  be  added  that  the  company,  to  use  the  language  of  a  commander  of  the 
Potomac  army,  "  wa.s  with  the  '  Iron  Brigade.'  and  won  the  admiration  of  the  highest  officers  in 
the  army."  On  the  11th  of  May,  1864,  the  Second  Regiment  became  so  reduced  that  less  than 
100  men  remained  fit  for  service,  when  they  were  assigned  to  provost  du^,  remaining  in  that 
cipacity  until  mustered  out  of  service  in  June  following,  when  with  l:'-?  men,  all  told,  oat  of 

I.  000  mustered  in  three  years  before,  the  company  and  regiment  returned  to  Wisconsin. 

The  Eighth  Regiment,  known  as  the  **  Baglo  Regiment,"  contained  one  company  enlisted 
in  La  Crosse  at  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  war  when  the  outlook  was  far  from  encouraging. 
At  that  lime,  as  will  be  remembered,  the  duration  of  the  war  was  admittedly  beyond  the  ken  of 
prophets,  and  the  decision  of  the  arbitration  one  of  doubt,  to  .say  the  least.  Self-ajp pointed 
Caesandras  were  of  frequent  birth,  and  the  predictions  thev  ventured  were  of  as  distrcssfill 
import  as  those  which  preceded  the  destrnetion  of  Troy.  The  shadows  had  begun  to  grow 
thicker  and  darker  with  the  coming  of  the  tirst  winter  of  the  war;  many  homes  had  been  shaded 
with  sorrow  and  draped  with  mourning,  and  the  clash  of  arms  had  disturbed  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  life  to  supply  the  increasing  demand  for  human  material.  The  recruits  mustered  in  for 
a  period  of  three  months  no  sooner  became  efficient  than  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service 
incspadtated  them  for  datj.   The  three  years'  recruits  had  scarcely  attained  aoffieient  profi- 
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denej  m  the  knowledge  of  war  to  render  them  effective  against  the  drilled  forces  they  were 
azpeeted  to  put  to  flight.  Under  etnbai  rasaments  thos  tnggcsted,  the  Eighth  Regiment  wu 
organized,  anrl  itn  nubsequent  history  illustrates,  became  one  of  the  most  reliable^  brsve  ttd 
saccessful  organisations  that  was  sent  into  the  field  from  the  Badger  State. 

Oompany  '*  I "  was  enlisted  in  La  Crosse  and  Tieinity  late  in  Angast  or  earij  in  ibe 
month  of  September  succoodincr  the  ilefcat  at  Manassas.    The  officers  were  M.  M.  Baker.  Cap- 
tain ;  A.  D.  Hickok  and  H.  D.  Lathrop,  Lieutenants ;  S.  J.  Sergant,  Thomas  J.  McMdhon. 
Duncan  A.  Kennedy,  O.  0.  Sisson  and  George  L.  Govner,  Sergeants ;  H.  S.  Phillips,  P.  i 
Plnnees.  A.  Mahoney,  John  Sullivan,  D.  H.  Hall,  W.  C.  Brown,  F.  J.  Painter,  John  Flynn  i 
and  M.  Schenck,  Corporals ;  Hiram  Adams,  J.  P.  Aney,  S.  Anderson,  W.  H.  Andree.  J.  Allen,  i 
A.  K.  Allen,  M.  Bassett,  B.  P.  Beardsley,  W.  Baker,  C.  Brown,  Henry  Baker,  M.  Bloom,  < 
David  Cronon,  Iidmond  Cronon,  Thomas  Cunningham,  F.  J.  Case,  R.  W.  Clark,  F.  D.  Colver. 
S.  B.  Cox.  I.  Conboy,  J.  0.  Chilson,  W.  Cumamon,  P.  Donnelly,  C.  Downer,  D.  Davis,  E.  N.  i 
Evans,  P.  Errickson,  J.  C.  Edgar,  J.  Ferguson,  John  Gladson,  Andrew  Gladson,  M  Goden,  i 

G.  Gronaveldt,  G.  Glover,  J.  Hammond,  L.  Holowok,  0.  B.  Houk,  W.  E.  Hewitt,  C.  Hoi-  ji 
brook.  D.  Hare.  J.  Hall.  L.  K.  Houk,  J.  Hittinger.  M.  Hare,  A.  J.  Johnson,  C.  H.  Joolseu,  j 

H.  Jordan,  C.  Jansen,  Z.  Johnson,  M.  Johnson,  J.  Kendall,  George  Key,  G.  Kottinger.  M.  ; 
Livennan,  C.  La  Vone,  D.  Langston,  0.  Larson,  J.  Mellor,  H.  A.  McNiell.  J.  Mvers,  Joho 
Newton,  A.  I.  Nash,  J.  W.  Nash,  M.  Nortbrap,  C.  Olsen,  1.  Olsen,  S.  Olsen,  J.  Olsen,  FmI  t 
Olsen.  John  Oberlce,  W.  A.  Penfield,  V.  Perham,  Bugene  Perham,  A.  Pruett,  N.  Quiggle, 
John  Richards,  R.  Rogers,  N.  N.  Saunders,  R.  Sage,  H.  Swennik,  James  Sykes.  John  Shore*,  tj 
J.  Sly,  H.  V.  Sacia,  G.  W.  Trude,  B.  Trainer,  J.  Tliorp.  E.  J.  Vernon,  Van  Loon,  A.  J.  Vil-  ij 
boom,  J.  Underwood,  R.  Van  Loon,  R.  A.  Walker,  A.  H.  Wyman  and  A.  Wood,  privates. 

The  company  vras  mustered  into  service  on  the  4th  nf  September,  1801,  and,  on  the  l"2th 
of  October  following,  left  Camp  Randall  for  service  in  the  field.    After  a  brief  sojourn  at  Bentoa  , 
Barraeks,  near  St.  Louis,  the  oompany  beeame  attadied  to  tfie  Western  army,  serving  at  New  , 
Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Farmington,  Tenn.,  luka,  Memphis,  Jackson,  Miss.,  Young's  Poini. 
Canton.  Miss.,  Red  River,  Nashville,  Mobile,  etc..  and  were  mustered  out  at  Deraopolis.  Ala.. 
September  5,  1865.  arriving  at  Madison  one  week  later,  where  thej  were  discharged,  having,  .j 
during  tbdr  service,  marchM  4.004  miles,  and  traveled  10,810  miles  by  rail  and  river.  >, 

It  is,  perhap",  nnt  unworthy  of  note  that  the  eapte  whicli  thev  took  with  them  from  tbe^ 
State  survived  the  campaigns  through  which  the  Eighth  passed,  enjoying  ezcdlent  health  and 
nndiminisbed  appetite  until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  died.  i, 

Company  D,  Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  was  recruited  in  La  Crosse  in  the  winter  | 
of  1861,  and  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Wood,  Fond  du  Lac,  where  it  was  mustere<l  into  <«er»-ice  | 
January  30,  1862.    On  March  8,  following,  the  regiment  was  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where 
remained  until  roeeiving  orders  to  move  up  the  Tennessee  River,  where  transports  were  taken 
and  the  regiment  conveyed  to  Savannah.  Tenn.    The  Company  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg;  Landing,  Lieutenant  Staley  distinguishing  himself  by  the  capture  of  a  gun  from  a 
Confederate  battery.    The  regiment  afterward  proceeded  to  Hamburg,  Corinth,  BeAel,  luka. 
Memphis.  Vicksburg,  Lake  Providence.  Milliken's  Bend.  Grand  Gulf,  being  assigned  to  the 
sition  of  honor  at  the  surrender  and  occuftation  of  Vicksburg,  and  evoking  from  Gen.  Ranscm 
the  remark,  "  every  officer  and  man  in  the  Fourteenth  is  a  hero;"  Natchez,  the  Red  River  expeh- 
tion,  Tupelo,  Davall's  BIuiT,  Cape  Girardeau,  Warrenton  and  other  points  in  Missouri,  Nashville, 
New  Orleans.  Spanish  Fort,  Montgomery  and  Mobile,  where  the  regiment  arrived  on  the  '27'h  >if 
August,  1865,  and  where,  on  October  9  of  the  same  year,  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  ar- 
rivinir  at  Madison  en  the  22d,  when  it  was  diseharged. 

The  company,  when  it  left  La  Cro8.«e,  was  as  follows:    James  Polleys,  Captain:  W. 
Staley  and  David  Law.  Lieutenants;  David  Kimball,  Edward  F.  Doane,  Charles  R.  SpafTord. 
Henry  C.  Anderson,  Timothy  O'Brien,  A.  M.  Watson  (Orderly  Sergeant],  R.  E.  Osborn,  Oj»<.-a.r: 
P.  Allen,  S.  Annuson,  W.  F.  Blackley,  W.  H.  Brooks,  C.  M.' Butts,  Alfred  Collins,  W.  Chapi 
man,  Louis  Amiolt,  Willard  Atkinson,  John  Cready,  J.  H.  Ohamban,  B.  M.  Dunham,  IhuiMi 
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Da?i8,  William  Dolan,  Edwin  Elkins,  James  Foster,  Daniel  F.  Farr,  Moses  Frost,  I.  Gallagher, 
SuNid  Oertin,  J.  M.  B.  Olenn,  Oynii  H.  Glenn,  Fktridt  G«rr,  James  Hftrris,  Jsmes  EUtrri- 

8on,  Joeeph  Hafner.  Patrick  Haloran,  Samuel  Hunatable,  Edwin  Howard,  S.  A.  Harris,  Charles 
W.  Jenks,  John  Johnson,  Harvev  Kimball,  Frederick  Koch,  William  Lo^n,  Alfred  Lowell, 
James  F.  McCoy,  John  McCoy,  Charles  Millard,  S.  U.  Moodle,  WQIUunMe  Oonnell,  Sbadrach 
Mason,  John  Nevins,  H.  F.  Newland,  M.  Owens,  J.  M.  Owens,  T.  W.  Owens,  Herman  liunge, 
William  A.  Strosander,  Ezra  Sherwin,  Louis  Sprain,  David  Seaton,  Cyrua  H.  Shepard,  J. 
Soodgras,  William  Tayler,  Robert  J.  Thomas,  Everfcon  Tucker,  0.  Vincent,  H.  Vincent  and  T. 
).  WoodMok,  privates. 

Company  F,  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  was  raised  in  La  Crosse  and  Jackson  Counties,  during 
the  summer  of  1862,  by  Capt.  J.  C.  Farruad,  of  Onalaska.  About  the  let  of  September,  the 
wmpany  was  orgaoisea  aoder  the  name  of  the  '^Blaek  RtTW  Tigers,"  and  on  the  14th  of  the 
lame  month  mastered  into  Mrrioe  fitf  UuM  years  or  the  war.  Within  a  week  thereafter,  it  pro- 
ceeded  to  Minnesota  River,  and  remained  on  the  Northwestern  frontier  until  January,  1863, 
thence  proceeded  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  Yazoo  River,  V'lcksburg,  Lake  Providence,  Eastern  Arkan* 
us.  Canton,  Miss.,  Cairo,  Deoatar,  Ala.,  Reeaea,  Dallas,  Keneeaw,  Atlanta,  through  tiie  Oaro> 
linas,  and  took  part  in  the  review  at  Washington,  after  which  they  were  mustered  out. 

On  the  roster  of  members,  as  mustered  into  the  service,  the  following  were  from  La  Crosse 
Goontj:  James  C.  Farrand,  Captain;  Pwher  0.  Dann,  Vint  Lieutenant;  Oaear  K.  Hidcok, 
First  Sergeant;  Alfred  H.  Lamb,  Fourth  Corporal ;  Leonard  Alley,  Joseph  Aiken,  Olefi*  Erick- 
•on.  Seth  M.  Gedney,  Thomas  W.  Joy,  Ezra  Lockman,  James  H.  Miller,  William  G.  Papst, 
Joeeph  Shafer,  George  Smith,  William  J.  Spencer,  John  White  and  Frederick  Halinka,  privates. 

In  August,  1861,  Capt.  Jacob  T.  Foster,  commanding  an  artiUei^  oompanj  in  LaCroMe, 
received  orders  to  fill  up  his  organisati<m  to  150  men,  as  soon  as  poerible,  and  proceed  to  camp 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  ci^. 

The  Captmn  had  previously  offered  the  aernoes  of  Uie  company,  bat  not  until  this  date 
were  they  accepted.    It  was  commanded  by  J.  T.  Foster,  who  resigned  his  position  of  cashier 
of  the  Green  Bay  Bank  for  that  purpose,  supported  by  Alexander  Cameron,  District  Attorney ; 
A.  W.  Bishop,  a  prominent  lawyer;  John  Anderson,  a  leading  teacher,  and  J.  L.  Usher,  a'' 
wealthy  farmer  ■aLieatenants. 

Recruiting  progressed  rapidly,  and  on  .September  16,  an  election  of  ofiicers  was  held,  fol- 
lowed on  the  19th  by  the  presentation  of  a  banner  from  the  ladies  of  La  Crosse.  It  was  army 
regulation  size,  composed  of  heavy  silk,  bordered  with  gold  fringe,  embellished  with  two  heavy 
Hd  cords  and  tassels,  surmounted  with  a  golden  eagle,  holding  in  his  talons  arrows  and  olive 
bnoches.  Dr.  Cameron  made  the  presentation  speech,  which  was  responded  to  in  an  appropri- 
tle manner  by  Oapt.  Foster;  addresses  were  also  delivered  by  Charles  Sejmoor  of  the  ib^wft- 
a^'iii.  Judge  Gale,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Lieut.  Otis  and  other;^,  the  exercises  of  the  day  eonohiding 
with  a  benefit  ball  at  the  Augusta  House,  which  was  largely  attended  hy  citiaens  of  La  Crosse 
sod  the  surrounding  country. 

The  company  remained  in  La  Orosse  until  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  October  2,  1861, 
when  it  proceeded  to  Camp  Utley,  near  Racine,  and  went  into  camp.  Pn  vious  to  their  depart- 
ure, a  reception  was  held  at  Barron's  Uall,  which  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  by  friends 
of  die  **bojs,"  who  were  there  to  bid  them  a  kind  ftrewell  and  Qod  speed  on  th«r  mission. 
Short  speeches  were  made,  and  the  oeranonies  wsre  impreesiTe,  as  many  an  eye  nnnsed  to  tears 
testified. 

About  11  o'dock,  a  procession  was  formed,  headed  by  the  Bohemian  band,  thence  follow- 
ing the  Miasoitli  Sharpshooters  and  Fire  Department,  ander  the  escort  of  which  the  company 
went  to  the  cars.  Although  the  hour  was  midnight,  it  was  a  demonstration  of  which  the  city 
was  proud,  and  after  a  brief  time  passed  in  final  leave  takings,  and,  mid  hearty  cheers,  the  train 
iMsnag  the  eompany  departed  for  other  fields.  Much  was  expceted  of  this  organisation;  its 
composition  was  of  a  superior  quality,  the  officers  having  occupied  prominent  professional 
posjiions,  which  they  resigned  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  rank,  and  with  the  non-commis* 
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sionod  officers,  pledged  themselves  not  to  taste  a  drop  of  intoxicating  liquor  while  they  were  in 
the  service-  And  these  expectations  were  more  than  fulfilled  to  the  friends  of  its  roeoiben. 
They  ran  the  gauntlet  of  iMttle  and  murder  and  sudden  death,  and  while  many  rarriTed  and 
still  live  to  rejoice  in  their  country,  purified  and  strenjjtliened,  many  went  down  the  rnaJ  • 
glory  and  left  no  mark  behind  them,  save  the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans.  But  they  «iU 
never  be  forgotten,  while  the  memorr  of  those  who  might  have  made  the  days  of  war  prosper- 
ous and  happy,  but  spread  instead,  broadeavt,  death,  dovtistation  and  ruin,  shall  endure,  thev 
will  be  remembered.  Their  memory  is  as  imraortal  as  that  of  Bonaparte,  who  slumbers  under 
the  golden  dome  of  the  Invalids,  in  a  stately  cenataph,  the  walls  of  which  are  supported  by  the 
twelve  victories  of  Pradier — ^as  that  of  the  nero  who  Blnmbera  there,  with  the  cloak  of  Mam|E» 
and  the  sword  of  Austerlitz  on  his  coffin. 

The  roster  of  the  company  upon  its  departure  from  La  Crosse  was  as  follows :  J.  T.  Foster, 
Oaptahr;  Alesrander  Gameron,  A.  W.  Bishop,  John  D.  Anderwm  and  Daniel  Webster,  Lieviea- 
ants  ;  Charles  B.  Kimball,  Staff  Sergeant ;  L.  A.  Paddock,  Quartermaster's  Sergeant ;  William 
Summerfield,  Myron  Hill.  Oscar  F.  Nutting,  Samuel  Hoyt.  Ephrinm  Ti.  Hnckett  and  E.  F 
Stewart,  Sergeants;  K.  P.  Avlmcr,  11.  A.  Hifenberg,  J.  S.  Merrill,  Norman  Webster,  James 
MoConnell,  Richard  Kimbell,  1  C.  Wells,  M.  E.  Powell,  B.  B.Webster,  Samuel Bkke, Aofs*- 
tus  Vauglin  and  Rubcrt  M.  Maaer.  Corporals  ;  Cuyler  Armstrong,  Gabriel  Armstrong,  Cir  nz- 
W.  Armstrong,  William  Adams,  John  Arnot,  James  Burke,  U.  P.  Busevell,  Lafavette  Bnggs, 
Ira  Batterfield,  Z.  Bamnm,  G.  G.  Bassell,  G.  K.  Baxter,  Thomaa  Britt.  J.  E.  Black,  L.  Bsr- 
tholumew,  B.  N.  Bradfield,  Thomas  A.  Bones,  John  Boyce,  T.  Brown,  F.  M.  Bunn,  S.  D.  Blake, 
James  Cavanar,  E.  B.  Clark.  J.  S.  Clark.  W.  H.  Cramer,  Monroe  Crawford.  William  Coe,  E. 
Calkins,  S.  Cramer,  C.  V.  Chapman,  John  Castles,  Iliram  Carter,  P.  N.  Canson,  D.  W.  Clark, 
J.  M.  Crocker,  John  Curtis,  Don  Carlos  Cameron.  Francis  Down,  George  Daigler,  James  D»- 
lane,  J.  R.  Davidson,  W.  J,  Davidson,  Peter  Derham.  P.  J.  Donnelly,  .\.  Devereaux,  Carl  Er- 
rickson,  Jerome  Fuller,  William  Foster,  William  Fcrrill,  A.  Freeman,  W.  J.  Grubb,  F.  M.  Gar- 
ner, F.  L.  Green,  Robert  Graham,  J.  H.  Gillette,  J.  M.  Gamer,  Joseph  Gillam,  6.  W.  Gal«. 
Perter  Harper,  John  F.  Houser,  Samuel  Hojt,  C.  C.  Harrington,  H.  C.  Hackett.  G.  L  II  r 
rick,  M.  Hargraves,  R.  Hodge,  C.  C.  Hagerman,  J.  N.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.  Hill,  B.  E.  Hall.  K. 
P.  Hewitt,  £.  J.  Harris,  J.  H.  Heckman,  C.  W.  Kelloj^g,  R.  Kimball,  J.  A.  Knapp,  i).  H. 
Lindsny,  K.  D.  Ledyard,  G.  W.  Love,  James  Mairill,  William  Mntteson,  H.  E.  Meigs,  Willism 
Morrison,  John  Malbun,  C.  W.  Morley,  James  McConnell.  William  McKcrth.  1.  0.  >f  .  Cot. 
John  McCabe,  Peter  McNally,  C.  N.  Merritt,  C.  £.  Middaugh,  J.  G.  Milligan,  Joseph  .Miers, 
Levi  Noble,  M.  E.  Powell,  S.  H.  Ponnd,  J.  P.  Peck,  W.  H.  Pink,  W.  C.  Pidge,  H.  L.  Pane- 
burn,  W.  C.  Paddock,  W.  P.  Potter,  August  Peterson,  Povfair  Hervey,  H.  A.  Rifenburg.  H. 
Rathburn,  John  Reed,  W.  F.  Richards,  J.  H.  Randless,  E.*E.  Stewart,  John  Sheridan,  G.  W. 
Snuer,  W.  S.  Snuer,  Eri  Summer,  G.  W.  Scott,  Winfield  Scott,  J.  T.  Spauiding,  J.  W.  Sawyer. 
H.  Sleriing,  W.  J.  Snmnerfield,  E.  N.  Trowbridge,  M.  TraAa,  John  F.  Viett,  N.  Webster. 
P.  Welch,  M.  J.  Whitney,  G.  8.  Waters,  W.  H.  Walker,  Charles  Withee  and  Levi  Witbce. 
Privates. 

The  battery  remained  in  camp  nntil  Jannarj  28,  1862,  when  it  left  the  State  for 
field  service,  under  orders  to  report  ftt  Louisville,  Ky.  They  remained  here  and  in  Ken- 
tucky until  April,  when  they  were  sent  into  Tennessee ;  thence  proceeding  to  points 
indicated  in  general  orders  throughout  the  Southwest,  including  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  Baton 
Rouge,  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere,  leaving  a  most  favomble  impression  upon  all  with  whesB 
they  were  associated  in  any  capacity,  and  earning  a  reputation  for  reliance,  offder  and  dwracter 
ansurpassed  by  any  similar  organization  in  the  Federal  army. 

The  battery  retamed  to  Wisconsin  in  July,  1865,  and  were  mustered  out  of  serriee  on  tboi 
18th  of  that  month.  { 

Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  bailed  from  La  Crosse  County,  where  its  enlistment  was 
secured  during  the  winter  of  1861.  In  December  of  the  same  year,  the  company  proceeded  t» 
Gamp  Wasbbnm,  near  MUwaakee,  where  it  was  mastered  into  serfice  Fobniaiy  o,  1868,  with  a 
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fOitn-  of  100  members  and  the  following  officers :  A.  W.  Bishop,  Captain ;  John  W.  Whjloek 
tad  Thmum  L.  Flesb,  Lieutenmnts. 

On  the  24th  of  March  following,  the  company,  with  the  regiment,  left  the  State  and  pro- 
ceeded to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Jefferson  City.  Memphis,  Helena,  Vicksburg,  with  Qrierson 
through  Mississippi,  Gaines'  Landing,  Ark.,  Grenada,  finally  being  assigned  to  the  Second 
Bk!fj|Me»  Second  GsTftlry  Dmsion,  Military  DiTision  of  the  Gulf.  Under  this  command  the 
regitncnt  was  moved  into  Texas,  where  it  remained  until  mustered  out  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1865,  and  set  out  for  home  two  days  later.  Part  of  the  journey  was  made  on  foot,  the  remain- 
dar  \fy  rail  and  eteamer,  reaehing  Madison  on  the  11th  of  December. 

In  addition  to  the  companies  mentionod.  La  Crosse  furnished  one  company  of  hundred-day 
men ;  also,  recruits  to  every  branch  of  the  service,  whose  names  and  connections  have  been  but 
'  inperfeetly  kept. 

During  the  struggle,  thoee  who  remained  at  home  were  eqnaUy  active  in  their  fields  of  daty, 
e^jnally  solicitous  of  the  future,  equally  earnest  and  equally  sincere  as  the  brave  boys  who  repre- 
sented La  Crosse  County  in  the  smoke  of  battle,  at  the  bivouac,  on  the  march,  by  the  camp  fire 
and  barial  trench.  Whatsoever  remained  for  citizens  to  do  they  did  well,  only  fearfu  lest 
results  micht  not  be  proportioned  to  the  demands.  And  the  women  of  La  Croese,  the  sisters, 
wives,  and  mothers  of  the  heroes  who  entered  the  lists  against  which  military  genius,  martial 
ilfll,  end  the  prestige  of  names  alreidy  hmem  as  their  allies,  were  arrayed — rilentlr,  oheer^ 
fully,  lovingly  they,  too,  performed  tlttir  part  in  the  national  drama.  Like  rainbows  of  promiie 
through  the  mist  of  the  storm,  they  appeared  to  the  soldier  when  defeat  was  impending,  and, 
kissing  the  icy  brow  of  despair,  bade  him  keep  on.  Through  many  eloomy  days,  when  the 
vistas  of  the  fotore  seemed  gray  and  the  horizon  hung  heavy  and  Tow,  they  came  in  their 
appointed  way  and  wooed  him  to  dreams  of  lingering  hope,  whence  to  awake  was  to  realize. 
Meetings  were  arranged  by  men,  at  which  money  was  subscribed  and  the  sinews  of  wsr  provided ; 
bet  the  women  performed  their  wonders  in  a  less  public  manner,  but  aooomplishing  grand 
results,  causing  the  shadowy  vtSi  of  doubt  to  be  lifted,  the  joyous  pseant  of  thankagiving  to  be 
lODnded,  and  notes  of  gratitude  to  spring  unbidden  from  a  million  souls. 

The  early  combined  efTorti*  made  by  the  women  of  La  Crosse  County  for  the  eare  and  relief 
of  the  soldiers  was  inaugurated  during  the  summer  of  18  il,  after  the  battle  of  Ball  Ron  gave 
intimation  of  the  demand  for  such  services.  What  was  done,  however,  was  informally,  and 
without  any  concert  of  action.  Gradually  the  importance  of  organization  and  system  became 
apparent,  and  th«  Sddiers*  Rdief  and  Aid  Society  followed.  This  was  the  outgrowth  of  meet- 
inea  held  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  fall,  and  on  November  2  an  election  wiis  held,  with  the 
following  result:  Mrs.  C.  K.  Lord,  President;  Mrs.  Walter  Webb,  Vice  President;  Mesdames 
L  B.  Ober,  L.  Lottridge,  and  S.  S.  Burton,  Secretaries ;  Mrs.  H.  T.  Ramsey,  Trnaarer. 

Meidames  Dr.  McArthur,  J.  A.  Sumner  and  L.  0.  McKenney,  Managers;  Meidames  A. 
W.  Shepard,  A.  Van  Valkcnburg.  Alonzo  .Johnson,  George  Morgan.  W.  B.  Hanscome.  W.  R, 
Sill,  J.  H.  Rogers,  I.  E.  Messmore,  Alexander  McMillan,  Angus  Cameron,  John  J.  Cole  and 
W.  W.  Jones.  Soliciting  Committee.  The  objects  of  the  organization,  m  is  well  known,  included 
the  relief  of  the  soldiers,  the  aiding  of  families,  caring  for  sick,  luirying  the  dead,  and  in  a 
thousand  and  one  ways  the  magic  fingers  of  woman  may  be  employed  in  contributing  as  much 
«f  humanity  and  benevolenoe  as  was  poesible  to  smooth  the  wrinkled  front  of  grim-visaged  war. 

Their  efforts  lightened  many  a  heart  and  became  sunbeams  to  the  stricken  one,  pure  and 
nnsullied  as  the  hues  of  silver  and  pearl  which  ofttimes,  in  sorrow  and  desolation,  come  down 
from  the  blue  tinted  sky. 

The  organization  was  continued  until  the  news  of  peace  brought  with  it  the  knowledge  that 
the  work  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  was  at  an  end.  Tfio^e  who  had  been  active  in  its  perform- 
ance concluded  their  duties,  and  went  back  once  more  into  the  retirement  of  domestic  life,  and 
with  a  terene  oonsclousnees  of  what  they  had  done,  took  up  the  burdeoB  of  wivee  and  mothen 
again,  to  be  only  laid  down  when  Uft  dropped  the  diatalT  and  death  dosed  the  yolomo 
forever. 
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The  jesr  1862  passed,  and  1863  dawned  upon  the  nation  struggling  for  ita  life.  The  timet 
were  indeed  gmto,  and  the  fntnre  donbtfni.   Soldien  were  called  mr  and  responded,  and  jet 

the  tide  of  battle  seemed  not  to  have  turned.  Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  battle 
of  Qettyaburg  was  impending,  and  no  man  was  able  to  predict  what  the  result  would  be.  With 
feelingB  of  anxiety  the  citisens  of  La  Crosse  waitod  and  watched  for  intelligenoe  from  tkt 
historic  field,  and  when  the  smoke  of  battle,  slowly  lifting,  revealed  that  victory  had  lighted  ' 
upon  the  stars  and  stripes,  a  sense  of  relief  was  experienced  no  pen  could  describe  or  eloquence 
«xpre8S.  Later,  the  surrender  of  Yicksburg  which  had  been  rumored  for  some  days,  was  cod- 
fiined,  and  the  long-looked>fi)r  sneeees  which  had  been  prayed  for,  was  thonght  to  hm 
arrived. 

The  effects  of  those  sadden  and  it  ma^  be  added  unexpected  successes,  became  appareot  la 
the  changed  order  of  affairs  in  La  Crosse  City  and  Connty.  Differences  of  opinion,  both  politieil 
and  personal,  were  forgotten,  and  the  people  were  elevated  from  the  nadir  of  despair  to  tht 
zenith  of  encouragement.  The  only  regret  expressed  was  that  the  good  work  had  not  been  com- 
menced before.  The  news  was  cheering,  because  it  portended  the  breaking-down  of  the  entire 
Ihbric  of  Confederate  government,  thon|^  the  process  might  be  long,  and  in  their  desperate 
•energy  the  Confederates  might  for  a  season  grow  more  furious.  No  matter;  the  end  could  at 
leastlbe  seen ;  the  people  had  but  to  persevere  in  their  determined  effort ;  to  gird  themselves  to 
the  task  of  winning,  when  the  giant  form  of  secession  and  anarchy  would  burst  into  firagmenU, 
mad  rush  down  into  perdition  in  flames  and  blood. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1863,  the  draft  for  the  Sixth  Congressional  District  commenced 
in  La  Crosse,  at  Barron's  Hall.  George  Stanley  officiated  as  ''drawer  "  of  tickete,  under  the 
snpervMoD  of  Mayor  Pettibone  and  a  committee  consisting  of  J<riin  S.  Simonton,  C.  O.  Hixon  sad 
and  TheOtBodolf.  The  number  of  tickets  drawn  for  the  city  was  619,  of  which  seventy  were  prizes; 
in  the  remainder  of  the  county  1,077  tickets  and  136  prizes,  making  206  citizens  of  the  city  and 
coanty  candidates  for  good  clothes  and  a  musket  free  uf  expense.  This  preliminary,  so  to  speak, 
had  the  effect  of  admonishing  those  subject  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  **  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces  and  for  other  purposes,"  etc.,  to  improvise  menns  whereby  a  repetition 
might  be  avoided.  With  a  view  to  this  end,  meetings  were  held  and  a  plan  adopted  by  which 
$7,516  were  rdsed  as  a  bounty  fend  in  contemplation  of  the  draft  annonnced  for  January  4 186t.  { 
This  being  accomplished,  clergymen  and  those  who  were  unable  to  go  to  the  front|  jet  liable  to 
be  summoned,  were  relieved  from  anxiety  and  actual  service. 

The  new  year  opened  auspiciously.  It  succeeded  a  year  which  came  in  shrouded  with 
gloom ;  departing,  its  lights  and  shadows  no  more  to  be  experienced.  During  its  race,  many  a 
loved  one  in  the  van  of  the  conquerors  had  been  stricken  down  while  flushed  with  victory,  bath- 
ing those  that  were  left  in  mourning  and  in  tears.  Many  a  hope  had  died  since  1863  dawned ; 
many  a  castle  crumbled  while  yet  the  summer  was  new ;  but  the  season  of  golden  leaves  bron^t 
with  it  renewed  promises  that  were  crystallized  into  form  after  many  days.  Pittsburg  Landing 
had  been  fought  for  and  won  ;  Yicksburg  was  taken  ;  Gettysburg  the  scene  of  a  signal  victoij ; 
Port  Hudson  had  fallen,  and  the  Federal  army  achieved  successes  that  at  one  time  during  that  an- 
nual were  regarded  as  among  the  possibilities  only.  On  the  sea  the  history  of  the  contest  was  dupli- 
cated, and,  all  things  considered,  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse  County,  with  those  of  other  portions 
of  the  loyal  North,  had  cause  to  rejoice.  This  felicitation  was  checked  to  some  extent,  how- 
•over,  by  the  call  for  500,000  troops  in  addition  to  the  quotn  already  famished,  and  meetings 
were  again  held  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  nom  La  Crosse  and  avoid  the  draft  an- 
nounced for  and  occurring  on  September  10,  1864. 

During  the  terrible  fighting  between  Lee  and  Grant  in  the  summer  of  1864,  the  contest 
was  watched  by  La  Crosse  patriots  with  feelings  of  anxiety  and  fear— anxiety  as  to  the  remit.  | 
and  fear  lest  the  rush  of  shot  nnd  shell  would  engulf  many  rojiresentativcs  from  this  vicinity  in 
their  wake.  But  no  time  was  wasted  in  listening  to  these  forebodings ;  the  demands  of  humaaity 
submitted  mora  eloquent  appeals  than  those  of  fear.  The  series  of  fearful  battles  which  were 
fought  had  filled  the  hospital  to  the  gates  of  death  with  the  brave,  the  loved,  the  suflbriDg. 
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Tbeir  calls  wwo  heeded,  and  by  every  means  accessible  to  alTection  or  sympathy,  their  w<mnda 
vere  sought  to  be  healed,  their  wants  to  be  supplied,  their  strength  to  be  restored. 

Before  the  summer  was  gone,  the  relics  of  companies  and  regiments  which  had  responded 
to  the  first  call  for  troops,  began  to  return  to  their  homes.  The  first  of  these  WM  what  waslaft 
of  the  Seroml.  a  regiment  that  on  June  20,  1861,  left  Camp  Randall  to  commence  its  term  of 
active  service.  Little  did  its  members  know  what  the  future  veiled.  The  jubilant  spirits  that 
dtsiaeteriied  their  departare,  the  hlare  of  nuurtial  mosio,  the  waving  of  handkorehieb,  the  emo- 
tions of  sadness  and  pride,  the  "hurrahs"  of  the  multitude,  and  the  enthusiastic  responses  of 
the  departing  soldiers — these  were  not  all  present.  Gaps  had  been  made  in  the  ranks  that  would 
never  be  closed  up,  and  it  had  been  winnowed  and  sifted  in  the  tempest  through  which  it  had  passed. 
Not  an  officer  of  the  line  was  left  to  come  back.  O'Conner,  Stephens,  Colwell,  Randolph, 
McKee,  Hughes,  Noble  and  Sanford  died  on  the  field  of  honor;  Col.  Mansfield  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Parsons  were  wounded  and  prisoners ;  Capts.  Rollins  and  Baldwin  were  in  Libby  Prison,  and 
the  regiment  came  home  under  the  eommand  of  Miy.  George  H.  Otis,  who  marched  from  Gamp 
Riiriiiall  to  Virginia  a  private  in  the  ranks.  The  veterans  were  accorded  a  handsome  reception 
at  Madison,  and  mustered  out  of  service,  after  which  they  separated  to  their  homes,  and  the 
duties  of  the  soldier  were  lost  in  those  of  the  dtisen. 

On  the  evening  of  October  26,  1864,  the  La  Crosse  Battery  returned  to  the  city,  whence 
it  departed,  after  three  years  of  active  service  in  the  Southwest,  and  were  greeted  with  hearty 
welcomes  from  their  fellow-citizens.  Others  from  the  regiments  which  had  been  recruited  in 
I*  Cnme  County  returned  at  intervals  during  the  fall,  winter  and  spring  following,  and  the 
reeeption  extended  was  alike  grateful  and  commendable. 

Finally,  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  Johnston  was  a  signal  for  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  and 
the  dishanraient  of  fhe  armies. 

Up  to  this  period,  however,  recruiting  officers  sought  for  material  in  the  city  and  county. 
The  Provost  Marshal  and  his  subordinates  enlisted  those  who  were  subject  to  military  duty,  and 
preparations  for  enforcing  a  draft  were  eondnned  uninterruptedly.  But  upon  the  announcement 
<if  thetruco  at  Appamattox,  measures  designed  to  add  to  the  forces  in  Virginia  and  the  Sonth* 
wpst  were  abandoned.  Nearly  four  years  of  riot,  rapine  and  bloodshed  had  been  folded  away, 
and  lay  moldering  in  the  sepulchcr  of  the  past.  Nearly  four  years  dotted  with  events,  the  im- 
portanee  of  whieh  to  the  present  and  the  fatnre  no  pen  can  rdate.  The  pilgrimage  against 
snarchy  had  come  to  a  halt,  had  achieved  a  victory.  But  its  way  was  strewn  with  broken 
thriues,  with  hopes  wasted  into  ashes,  with  green  mounds  over  which  the  grass  was  fresh  with 
the  watering  of  tears,  with  shadows  which  could  nsver  be  forgotten.  Bat  the  end  with  its 
shine  was  nigh,  and  the  nation  had  attained  a  position  about  which  the  storms  of  disunion  would 
sever  rage,  or  the  waves  of  internal  discord  beat. 

So  ended  the  grandest,  most  momentous  and  most  destructive  struggle  in  modern  history. 
The  country  was  again  at  peace,  and  the  duties  of  its  ciUsens  to  bind  u|)  the  wounds  and  re> 
build  the  sentiment  of  national  unity  which  nearly  four  years  (tf  war  had  senred  to,  in  a 
measure,  sweep  away. 

Presentlj  the  soldiers  came  home,  such  as  were  spared— soldiers  who  had  followed  the 

cannons  to  the  gates  of  hell,  and  the  glittering,  flashing  saber  to  the  jaws  of  death.  They  had 
oaaght  to  regret  in  the  retrospect  of  the  four  years  through  which  they  served.  They  bad 
fought  with  a  foe  whose  illustrious  devotion  and  splendid  courage  brightened  defeat,  and  chal- 
lenged ooDparison  with  the  most  superb  achievements  of  history  or  inventions  of  romance.  That 
which  the  war  accomplished  they  accepted  as  irrevei-sibio  without  cjisting  lingering  looks  be- 
hind. All  they  asked  was  to  be  permitted  to  aid  in  burying  the  past,  healing  the  wounds  of 
strifo,  and  not  to  be  dishonored  b^  a  union  in  whieh  that  party  was  the  least  disgraced  who  would 
thereby  be  the  most  degraded,  tor  them  the  word  "  desolution  "  was  legibly  writt(Mi  whitherso- 
ever they  might  turn.  Their  fields  were  dumb,  the  trees  shadowed  a  home  that  was  tenantlcss, 
and  a  rap  at  their  doors  returned  hollow  sounds  like  clods  foiling  upon  a  eoffin-lid.  Though 
guil^  of  trssaon,  perhaps,  diey  were  brothers,  whose  valor  commands  rsspeet,  whose  motires 
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coDnnand  charitj,  and  whose  sin  deserves  sjmpathj.  Tbej  were  Americans,  descendanto  of 
tfa«  band  who  bore  the  travail  of  a  repabUo*8  birth,  who  edaeated  its  development,  who  pro- 
vided for  its  support,  and  who  created  the  constitution  by  which  its  prosperity  was  promofefl. 

The  soldiers  of  both  armies  returned  to  their  homes,  and,  having  turned  their  swords  mto 
plowsharee  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  be^n  once  more  l^e  building-up  of  that  whick 
Bad  lapsed  during  their  absence.  The  fields  once  more  resounded  with  the  music  of  the  reaper's 
song,  the  shops  with  the  noise  of  the  forge.  In  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  on  the  hustings  and  in 
the  halls  of  learning  were  to  be  found  once  more  those  who  had  deserted  these  professional  walb 
for  the  camp,  the  field,  the  hoepital  and  immoitalitj. 

But  there  were  many  who  came  not  back,  they  were  left  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  sanctified  rest 
beneath  the  cypress  shade,  amid  clouds  of  fragrance  in  the  land  of  cocoa  and  palm.  Thej  stop^ 
to  rest  on  the  road  of  life,  and  wakened  to  reality  in  the  better  land,  where  sonny  sonis  enjoj 
the  frnition  of  Hope;  where  gems  richer  than  the  jewded  erown  are  a  reward  for  the  lore  that 
was  manifested  on  earth  ;  for  the  charity  that  was  expressed  on  earth  ;  for  the  cup  of  water 
which  earned  a  beggar's  grateful  thanks.  In  the  web  of  their  lives,  a  bright  and  golden  filling 
WW  woven ;  and  wmd  the  delicate  ailver  threadi  were  snapped  asunder  it  was  the  daikest  hear 
before  the  dawning.  Then  came  a  time  when  the  anxious  hearts  of  those  at  home,  erstwhile 
joyous,  became  as  dead  to  all  save  memories,  as  prisoners  chained  in  their  dungeons.  Tb^D 
came  the  time  in  life's  seasons,  when  the  golden  summer  ceased,  and  the  antomn  robe  of  Grief 
was  provided  with  naught  but  rosy  Hope  to  cheer  the  mourners  nntil  another  dawn,  whieh  esas 
with  fairer  light,  and  showed  that  the  whisperingp  of  watchers  were  false*  diat  there  was  no 
death  to  mourn. 

And  so  it  will  ever  be.   There  is  nothing  dead.   Let  **  the  lambs  of  the  fetd  "  go  with  no 

tears  at  their  departing — it  is  but  going  from  home  to  home.  Let  them  go  at  any  time  out  int-:- 
the  gloom  no  human  soul  can  penetrate,  as  went  the  dove  from  Ararat ;  a  hand  is  ever  open  to  take 
the  wanderers  in  and  shut  them  out  from  the  darkness.  Quell  the  sounds  of  mourning ;  let 
there  be  songs  of  gladness,  not  t&fj^  of  sorrow ;  flowers,  not  wreaths  of  mourning;  smiles,  not 
tears.  They  are  gone  before,  not  dead.  The  rest  shall  follow,  as  a  part  of  that  great  chairi 
which  from  the  first  man  reaches  to  eternity.  Look  heavenward,  hopefully,  joyfiilly,  for  they 
are  waiting  at  the  gatee  of  the  Land  Immortal  for  thy  earning. 

The  following  soldiers  from  Wisconsin  and  other  States  are  believed  to  be  residents  of  La 
Crosse  County:  W.  A.  Anderson,  M.  D. ;  W.  Atkinson,  Fred  Alter,  S.  Anderson,  G.  Allen, 
Fred  Artus,  J.  Allen,  B.  F.  Bryant,  E.  E.  Bentlv,  N.  Bradfield,  W.  Blacklev,  E.  Barlow.  G. 
W.  Brice,  C.  Brice,  W.  Brice,  D.  Bigby,  M.  M.  But"t!es,  .1.  A.  Ballard,  G.  Boanlman,  W.  Batchsl- 
der,  W.  D.  Bell.  P.  Buswell.  A.  Bradfield,  A.  Brooks,  J.  Breneman,  J.  G.  Brown,  J.  Brown, 

B.  Brower,  £.  Chamberlain,  F.  A.  Copeland,  £.  Cronan,  J.  B.  Canterbury,  P.  N.  Carson,  8. 
Ohilden,  A  0.  Garter,  E.  F.  Crane,  0.1).  Olark,  E.  B.  Olarke,  J.  J.  Cleveland,  M.  H.  Craa, 
F.  D.  Clover,  D.  5.  Cameron,  W.  C.  Casey,  A.  G.  Collins,  T.  Carrelton,  A.  Carrold,  E.  F. 
Doane,  H.  C.  Dennison,  G.  Dalton,  G.  M.  Dansbury,  William  Dolan,  J.  Davidson,  G.  Dol- 

«      phin.  W.  Dolphin,  A,  Dunham,  B.  E.  Edwards,  J.  Evans.  E.  W.  Ford.  W.  Farnum,  R.  Fahev, 

C.  W.  Farrand,  D.  Farrand,  J.  Fall,  S.  C.  Fauver,  August  Franz.  .1  F'oster,  D.  Fern,  J.  Flush, 
M.  Garner,  W.  H.  Gaspard,  M.  Gintzner.  A.  Gunn,  E.  Glenn,  E.  F.  Gowdey,  John  Getts.  ?. 
Guerten,  C.  Gardner,  S.  C.  Harrison,  J.  M.  Holley,  Frank  Hatch,  Ed.  Howard,  E.  Halloren, 
M.  F.  Hnbbard,  J.  Hafher,  J.  Hatienbnhter,  8.  T.  Harrison,  C.  Hewitt,  W.  B.  Hewitt,  J.  C. 
Hewitt,  William  H.  Harris,  C.  L.  Hood,  J.  E.  Harkness,  M.  Hargraves.  G.  Hill,  J.  W.  Has- 
kell. J.  Harris,  D.  Harrison,  L.  Harrison,  Ole  Hendrickson,  J.  Ingman,  C.  .lenks,  G.  Ko?fhi  . 
0.  F.  Kilmer,  I.  Kirah,  A.  J.  Lamb,  A.  H.  Lamb,  T.  A.  Lewis,  G.  Langsdadt,  E.  Lockm&u, 
A.  Lowery,  P.  Lehnen,  D.  Law,  W.  Lee,  H.  Lowell,  E.  D.  Loomis,  Phil  Langdon,  G.  Lewis, 
S.  Lambert,  D.  Marston,  D.  W.  Marston,  C.  Miller,  W.  T.  Morrison,  E.  Markle,  J,  Markle,  S. 
H.  Moody,  M.  T.  Moore,  C.  T.  Martin,  A.  McDonald,  J.  C.  Moody,  F.  McAdams,  P.  Mc- 
Laughlin, J.  J.  MeDooald,  J.  F.  McCot,  H.  Milan,  J.  0.  Monrison,  A.  Q.  Manh,  W.  MeCon- 
nell,  J.  MeConnelf  Q.  Myers,  R.  J.  nimmoeks,  N.  C.  Nebon,  0.  OttUie,  T.  O'Erien,  B.  E. 
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Oiborne,  G.  W.  Orcutt.  William  O'Donald,  G.  Orlhaus,  M.  J.  Pitkin,  C.  H.  Palmer,  J.  E.' 
Pirler.  P.  Plunges,  F.  I.  Phelps,  H.  S.  Phillips,  A.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Powers,  W.  R.  Putnam, 
Join  Pfaff.  A.  Pruett,  W.  H.  Place,  John  Pinkcrton,  Joseph  Pinkerton,  E.  G.  Perkins,  H. 
Pirks,  J.  Peck,  E.  C.  Peck,  J.  Palten,  G.  Palten,  L.  Rossiter,  William  Roflsiter,  J.  B.  Rand, 
T.  B.  Rand,  E.  M.  Rogers,  T.  F.  Rodolf,  H.  S.  Roberts,  Thomas  Roonoy,  H.  F.  Smiley,  G. 
W.  Scott,  J.  P.  Scott,  R.  A.  Scott.  G.  Smith,  S.  A.  Smith,  James  Smith,  J.  C.  Smith,  M. 
Selieiiclc,  W.  H.  Sbenrood,  W.  J.  Soott,  Willwm  Skeela,  Henry  Sehrader,  Clark  Strovt,  O. 
Servis,  H.  V.  Sacia,  A.  W.  Sowla,  0.  S.  Sission,  E.  Steward,  C  Shopard,  J.  Snodgras^,  G. 
Strobridge,  G,  Slatcer,  H.  Schlon^r,  J.  Seeley,  B.  Swan,  B.  Shcpard.  William  Taylor.  D.  R. 
Thompson,  L.  A.  Towne,  William  Tucker,  H.  K.  Vincent,  A.  Van  Loon,  H.  0.  Van  Wie,  G- 
M.  Woodward,  A.  M.  Watson,  J.  B.  Webb,  G.  Wcnzel.  W.  W.  Weiman,  C.  Wolgeford,  IL 
Wilgey,  L.  Wilson.  E.  F.  Weeks.  L.  P.  Wolcott,  A.  J.  Winters,  A.  Warner,  B.  WeUter,  L. 
Wable,  Charles  Williams,  J.  £.  Wilson,  T.  Woodcock,  and  I.  H.  Yarriogton. 


ROSTER  OF 

TOWN  or  BAKOOR. 

Amtf  /ii/ffii(F|r— Co.  A^-0«ddak  WwlMll. 

flbrrf/n/fffitry— Co.  nakiM«»— Bntcr  Newton. 

mmk  Infamtry— Co  Qiiknowii'— John  Spnker,  Jdkn 
fni,J*ha  Obcrlie,  Conntd  Mjen. 

Tmlh  Infantry — Co.  unkown —  (Bnu8  Band)  Prank 
Bui»r,  Jrnne"  A,  H«rringlon. 

fovTtnnih  /i.jor,irf,—Co.  I) — fiobcrt  I.  Thomia,  Alfred 
Ic'Htrll,  Martin  I.oncll,  PhuI  DftVfl.    Ok  UBltBOim— 
Itg  Burdick,  I'eicr  Burns. 

Fi/t'tntk  Infantry — Andrew  JobntOD. 

SntmUtnth  Infantry — Co.  unknown — David  M.  Will, 
km. 

HmUmA  J»fmtrf— Co.  imkaown— Cb«rl«a  Smith, 
hmn  McOsraiek,  PMcr  Ma^vlt,  PMtr  Oolttogir. 

Tkirtktk  Jn/0it»it-^o.  A— P.  Jacobs.  Co.  unkBOini'— 
€«orft  Corkina,  Znii  Calabar,  John  Prouk,  Prank  Ja* 

ttitm,  Conrnd  Myen*.  .Inii:es  Wyant. 

TA  rrf  Cavalry — Co.  unknown — Addison  Robertson, 
Niihiiiifll'Hge,  John  McCarlv.  <iii_v  BiWWB. 

ftrtt  Battery— Cbnuucy  Bnxifr. 

TOWN  or  aABRK. 

Ami4  A/rafry— Co.  B— J.  Triiaz,  WilliMn  Tmfll, 
Bniy  Agnew. 

Jbfkik  Infantry  — Co.  C-'{MimatiH  J?<>jn(/ar«)— Ncila 
Erickipon,  Peter  Fredrirkson,  Albert  Knudaon,  l*t\»  UI- 
len,  Gilbert  OUen,  Uie  Oleacn.  Ole  Peterson,  Erie  Torson, 
Kelt  Toraoa,  Oi*  Tbemfoan,  0I«  Ton«a.  Co,  D— Olt 
Erickson. 

Fowttfnth  Infantry — Co.  D — Snniuel  Cmerton,  S.  D. 
HuMlable.  James  ilarriit,  Harrey  Kimhall.  Sherman  K. 
Krniner,  William  Place,  Exra  Sherwin,  Albert  Sprague. 

Ffteenlk  Infantry — Co.  B — Thomaa  Knudson,  Jacob 
Jack  ion,  Ole  Cbriislopherson. 

Setond  Copttrp—Co.  h—L  8.  BUk*.  Dftvid  BoHOD, 
Geurfe  CoAM,  8una«l  Onto,  Jam  Bdgar,  Jvlfm  Gord«r, 
Waller  Green,  Waller  QOIc«|il«,  Janet  Gilletipic.  Jacob 
BtBsen,  Hans  Hanson,  Benedict  Jobnaon,  Oeorge  Knud- 
f  n.  AniDS  KcTittier,  Join  McKadc,  .h  )in  Milroy,  Kriiz 
Mfrlius,  Jmiieg  McCaTenaugh,  John  ^iniili.  IlsriK  Such- 
H  'ff.  A>ir«m  Low8on,  Ben  Woo<ibri<lge.  Co  1)  —  K.  Tnr- 
lufDinT,  O.  Linsey,  Samuel  Gerton,  1.  t.ialliglicr,  Willium 
Potter 

Unknown — Co.  noknown — William  Andrews,  William 
Aaditm,  jHMi  Oatliiker,  J«hn  Bieknu,  Uottimmt 


VOLUNTEEHS. 

Howe,  Albert  Howe,  James  Miller,  A.  Monibrjr,  R. 
'  Powell,  Edward  Rotarti,  W.  Q.  SarflM^  bue  SpovHag, 
'  Bjron  Dunham. 

TOW*  Off  aomm. 

TTtird  Infantry— Co.  unknown — Baxior  N'cwl.m 
Fourth  Infantry — Co.  (i — ^George  1".  Baglcjr.    ('».  [— 
James  Smith,  John  .'-^kiniirr.  Lucien  lUnnelt. 
Eighth  Infantry — Co.  1 — <ieorge  Ueriinon. 
I      Fovrttft.th  Infantry— Co.  D — Byron  Palmer. 

Eighlrmth  Infantry— Co.  D— Beojamin  C.  CadweU, 
George  Hicks.  Selodus  Hill,  John  Laa,  Hra  P.  Swaeji 
James  Sweet,  Stephen  Teiton. 

Sinettenlk  Infontrjf — Co.  C — JameaCommins. 
lytHtutk  lofamtry—Co.  F— Uoraoa  B.  Waahbiin. 
fW«a4ir-A^  /tt/anfry— Cto.  A— OUvar  Batbban,  Da«M 
,  B.  OutpMI.   Co.  unknown — Alaiaader  Sutloii. 
niMMA  /n/cfn/rv— Co.  unknown — Hiram  Briltea. 
/lirat  Chwi^rv— <'".  A  — Mnrciis  \\ .  Buttlc«i,  William  «. 
I  Foster,  Charles  A.  Iluson,  WiUittm  A.  I'hillipK.    Co.  F — 
Samuel  Hyile. 

Srtond  Cavalry  —  Co.  B  —  .lauif!<  Arnuti.  I)iivi>l  \. 
'  Noggle. 

Third  Cmalry — Co.  A — Louia  Harris,  Churleii  A.  Hatcli, 
I  Predarie  Hetbman,  James  A.  Mallony.  Joseph  P.  Philli|Mi, 
;  NaUiaaial  RebiaaoB,  Oaaper  Stone,  Helrin  J.  WhiUMf. 
•     Phrot  BotUrf—thmp  Wdak,  wniiaai  Huphy. 

TOW*  or  ouumiLL. 
!     Steond  Infantry— Co.  B— Mdvin  Bank,  flOaa  CnMn^ 

Jerry  Monr,  .Tohn  Wells. 

Ktyhih  I<'j^:t,iTt,-  Cii.  J-  FrankCulvtr,  .Iulm  Furgiison. 
John  Flinn,  Ucorge  Kejra,  Janea  La;,  William  Penfiekl, 
Samuel  Sug«iil.  Oo.  tiakMwn— Qeoige  Bnadi  (Hli- 
aouri.) 

AVinM  In/aniry—Co.  unknown — Ludwic  Saltvell. 
I     Fturumk  /Vmfry— Co.  D— Alcn  CoUioa,  Jaa.  Garhoa, 
I  Jobs  Brady,  Moaao  Ftroit,  Stoftn  Lonbort,  John  Owens. 

Ttrtntieth  /n/aniry— Co.  A— Bobert  Moor,  WUIIbb  3l«r- 

rlson.   Co.  (I — Frank  Colo. 

Fir:f  liallfrv—Y..  P.  Aimer.  George  Clark,  ElwBrf 
Clark.  Peter  Uurhum,  K.  I..  Hackeli,  Henry  Haekalt. 
John  Marron,  Henry  Hafenburg,  Charlao  WilhiO,  Levi 
Wiihee,  Myron  Whiiiiey,  .■Mien  Western. 

i'rif  "'  iiri  —  ("u  111  kiKjvMi — I'enjtiniin  Branch,  Kdwnrd 
,  Cantwell,  Gcoree  Glover,  Charles  Uigins,  John  C.  .Mwi^ 
I  rlson,  Bobert  lf«Ria,  B.  B.  MeOrctor,  B.  M.  Whiinrjc. 
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Town  or  rAmmiKiioa. 

Sffona  infantry — C!o.  unknown— Joba  W.  Sajmer. 

Frxi'th  fn/iintrt/ — Co.  (i — Wilijiet  Rohertii. 

Eighth  lufantry — Co  I — Andrew  1'.  Wyman,  Jamefl  W. 
Thorp, Oscar  <).  Sessori,  .Inhn  SulliTaii,  John  Rendenvord, 
NeUoD  Quiggle,  David  H»ll,  Oliver  B.  Houk,  William 
Hewitt.  Franklin  Case. 

JVniA  Infantry — Co.  unknown— Kph.  Adam,  Ludwig 

S^MifyjM*  ltrfaiHru-G9>  onknown— WiUiun  H.  Thorp, 
Lowii  P.  Thorp,  Dtvia  Lmli. 

I\nt  Cavalry— Co.  H.  John  Frank.  R.  Korte. 

Steond  Cava/ri/—Co.  A — James  Martin.  Cv.  B— Will- 
iam Henry  (  nvt  v.  A.  W.  (iallap,  John  HoMm.  Jsaw 
Hewitt.  Ira  K.  Kilrner.  Alunio  Sisson. 

Fir*t  fifi^frrv  — Michael  Traft,  William  Pink,  Darid  Mc- 
Connell,  James  Mc<.'opnell  Jr.,  James  Handy,  Michael 
Hichcock,  F.  Downs,  Hiram  Carter. 

t/iiAiMifn— Go.  aaknowii  ~  H«raon  Houk,  Squiring 
Hoiniok,  Hmy  S.  RobetU. 

TOWS  or  OMnnuA. 
r,.nd  fnfanirif—Co.  B— Ed  Hoort,  BbuooI  llarklc, 

tieorge  Urass. 

Fourth  Infantry — Co.  unknown — I'eter  Markle. 

Eiqhth  Infantry—Qo.  I— Rob  Rodger,  A.  PmoU,  H.  A. 
McNeill,  Merrills  Hare,  Tat  Donnellj. 
TWiKMlA  /VaiUry— Co.  unkaowB— QMffgoSBiitli. 

Stmid  CMrjf  Co.  A— Albtrt  Bithop,  lUakjn  Bv- 
BKTbw,  FMkikk  ILelndor,  Puny  Ftuitt. 

towv  or  uouMio. 

Steutd  Infantry — Co.  B — Nicholo,"  Reukma 
nird  Infantry — Co.  F— Milton  Chii|>ni!in 
F.Kihlh   Infantry — Co.   — La  Cr<fff  Cum,ii/  Httht — Al- 
vin  H.  Allen.  Willinm  C.  Hrown.  (;i-rh''n  tlrDonvelt,  C.  I), 
looston,  '/,flnili)ii  .lohnson,  Chriniiiiti  .l<iKiiM<pn,  Kver  Olson, 
Peter  Plunges,  Murtin  S«h«nk,  Henry  Swieniog,  Rindert  \ 
\'an  Loom,  Blaort  Twimhi,  LMuid  Wlboa  aad  ChMrlea 
Wnlkor. 

NmUt  Itnfm»lrft—CO'  F— FMwle  Spring. 
FffttmtJk  Infantry— Co.  oaltaiOWa^HanHon  Johnson. 
Itewrtr*  Infantry— Co.  UBkMmt^Virgiue  Nivor. 
Steond  Cavalry  — Co.  H— Lodwig  BwtouHi,  Loois 
flUtBttan,  Dirk  Sleinstni. 
Lm  Ontm  BaUtrif—CbmAm  W«t«rt,  John  OmUo. 

Town  or  JACRSOH. 

Srcond  Inf.intry — Cii,  uiikuossti  —  T.  1!-  Iliiiui. 

F.^hth  Infantry — Co.  C — .lohaneH  Ijirson,  Anders  Lar-  i 
son  (Missouri).    Co.  1 — Willintn  Audrey,  Summon  An- 

denon,          Cook,  Richard  Clark.  Mickel  Johnson,  D. 

A.  Kannada,  Allen  Maltoney,  Orloff  Olson,  James  Sjrkes, 

NowtoB  Sftiiden.  U.  V.  aMoa,  Chriaiiui  Ndaon,  

Han,  Gbrittlaii  OIoob. 

Thirtttnth  InfatUry — Co.  I — Henry  Lincoln. 

Fiftftnlh  Infantry — Co.  E — Jobanes  Juhu.son,  Awarer 
Brolniin . 

Tietnluth  Infantry — Co.  unknown— 0.  M.  Jvbason. 

TiMHiifJ^  Ittfimurjf  Co.  mkiMini— I.  l^phuB. 

riBsr  WABD — cmr  or  la  crobsb. 
Sieond  Infantry — Co.  B — John  Brown,  James  I".  Blake- 
dM.  Abnor  Gonatook,  O.  W.  Connor,  F.  Chapman,  Wal- 
tar  I.  CbrltoB,  CbariM  D.  Clarit,  Faliz  IHgolra,  Qtmgt  Vtos, 


Jeremiah  Qusoette,  Firman  Hildretb.  Robert  HogkM. 
Ain-ed  Haven,  WiUiam  N.  Harris.  C.  B.  Lafhinere.  H 
8.  I^oonis,  Jamw  Martin,  Nalluaial  Molaon,  Samnel  Mc- 
Due,  C.  C.  Moaawoj,  John  llBmy,  James  MmUj, 
Bdirard  MeHardy.  IT.  P.  Olson.  Barrell   8.  Bm.  ' 
W.  B.  Beppy.  Peter  Riley.  M.  C.  Raymond,  WallaM  M. 
gpear,  William  Strutlierit.  Oeorge  0  SymM,  William  H 
Sherwood,  William  Thumas,  James  W.  Warren,  Jam«*  D  J 
Wood.    Co.  D— James  B.  Bradford.  ; 

Eighth  fn/iintrt/ — Co.  I — Thoman  Cunningham,  ¥nd-  • 
eric  Lawrence,  Simon  Ofer^on.    Co.  unknown — Jaa«f 
C.  Comrehan,  Theodore  U.  Cornall,  Harlon  HinkitoB,  '• 
Peter  McDowell,  Ole  Peterson,  Stephen  B.  ShelJoo.  | 

fbwrteaUk  Ittfmtry—Qo.  D-^osopb  Cradj.  Qooigs  A 
Bdaer.  PMrkk  HoUoraa.  Jamoa  Rofcar.  Cbriatophw  D. 
HarUn.  Hawl^  W.  Bopar.  Williaa  A.  BtatasidM,  W.  H. 
Luoker. 

Ftp'enth  Infantry— Co.  A— tmaa8jtnaia,Ci»8ijmwm 

Co.  E — Ole  Halverson. 

Ninetetnth  Infantry— Co.  B — Samuel  Ci.  Amidon,  8a» 
uel  Childers,  George  W.  Chapman,  Alexis  Durkie,  Alfred 
R.  Doniiey,  .\slack  Ounderson,  Andrew  Gundern?) 
Frank  Halsey,  John  Halverson,  Ole  <t.  Hoiran.  Ule  M 
Johnson,  Fr^eriek  Minser,  Ames  G.  Nace,  I.  8.  TMlM. 
8la^  W.  Stage,  Martla  F.  TboBMon,  Kolaoa  ThospMa. 

I^MHOuAk  ^antr^—Oo.  A— 8.  P.  JaduOK  aid  JoMfk 
Framo. 

Twenty-fourth  Infantry — Co.  nakilOim— J«fc«  L.  liBlf. 

Tu  'rifi/  jifl/i  Inf.mtry—  '«.  unkaoWB—IkMk  Fitta,(M- 
car  K.  Hikok,  Herman  Kent. 

Sizlifth  Infitntrx/ — lUtyd  Uier  i  lllinoi.i). 

Second  Cavalry — Co.  I^l'oner  1.  Force,  Ciaren  I.  U«p- 
elin,  William  Oifood.  Oo.  D— Oaofga  A.  I^oas,  Joba 

Truax. 

Second  Cavalry— Co.  H— HaBTJT   BNWtr,  ftrfltt* 

Boah,  Onsloa  fiodikar. 
FSnt  .fiattery-^Zudoak  BiraaM,  Ba^Ja^  K.  Btai- 

field,  I.  T.  Foster.  Anthony  Ooplin,  Robert  Oralam.  Ed- 
mund P.  Hewitt,  George  L.  Herriek,  Henry  C.  Haeken. 

John  F.  Houser,  Jame.i  A.  Knapp,  John  C.  McCoy,  Charl- 
ton K  Middaugh,  Porter  W.  Wheeler,  William  C  Pidft 
Willi  irn  C.  I'li.idock.  Samu.'l  i'ound,  Hellelt  Ralhbum. 
Oeorgf  W.  Scott,  William  I.  Suuinierfield ,  Augu<tu<  Van 
Slyke,  Bailey  Webster,  I.  W.  Young.  I  nkoown — Will- 
iam Itro^n,  Joseph  .M.  Dubea,  Andrew  Knobuloeb,  Jaoeh 
Markle,  Ole  Thorson,  Robert  Bl.  QgrfoB,  Pranah  Mo- 
rand,  A.  H.  PetUbona,  John  Tbraea. 

aaoom  wabs— om  or  ka  cbmm. 

.^«eMd /l^^balnr— Oo.  B— Hiram  Adam^.  Th«ma<  Aa- 
dirson.  C.  C.  Bushee,  KdwanI  O.  Brewster.  Robert 
liriic,  I>enio  Burton,  Robert  Burn'-,  G,  .V.  Beck.  E'lw»r! 
Cantwell,  Thomas  Comings,  .lames  Conwell,  Fred  Cu«h 
man,  William  Clow,  Samuel  R.  Dow,  Martin  Donaldson. 
Joseph  M.  Dike,  James  Faril,  Frank  Jawie.  Frank  V 
Lee,  James  M.  Leaoh,  Ephriam  Lavoye,  John  Lapie, 
0.  U.  Stoaa,  D.  P  Trowbridga.  B.  Webb,  ComaUua  Wil. 
bur,  CSalvio  Young. 

Eighth  Infantry— Co.  1— William  H.  Aodro,  Mania 
Batisett,  David  Croner,  Franklin  Case,  Richard  M.  dark. 
John  O.  Cule,  David  Davis.  Ctiv.rge  T.  Gardner,  Eli  M 
Grans,  Oliver  B.  Hink,  I>.-c»tur  O.  Hans,  Williatn  o 
Hewctt,  David  H.  Hall,  Gustavus  Kntingf^e.  .lolin  KiUn- 
ger,  Joseph  Lireerman,  Ole  Larson,  John  Myers,  N«1-<k-b 
Quigley,  John  Sulivan,  Barney  Trainor,  Bindeet  Van 
l^ra.  K.  A.  Walker,  James  C.  Edgar.  Ole  Oiooa.  Co. 
nnknaini— Thonai  Dalaaf,  Ha> 
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yinth  Infantry ~Qo  f — Jacob  Lump,  Marlin  Vocgle. 

f'lurlffnlh  hi/iinirij  Co  I)  J.  L.  Cliapman,  John 
ihtmbers,  tiamuel  Chleers,  Joseph  Uubey,  Samuel  H. 
Moody,  James  Otttmao,  TimoJhy  O  Brien,  R.  E.  Osborn, 
I'airiek  Sheridan,  William  Taylor.  William  H.  Wood- 
ward. 

HmHnmk  Imfmarn—'Qi.  B— N.  B.  ChunbcrlHH,  PtUr 
MdwB,  Salli  C.  H«iL 

TmMbtk  Jii^Cry— 0».  A— C.  HoAm. 

9mmd  ChMiry— Oo.  D— Jowph  H.  Barnell,  George  F. 
Hulwdl,  George  Habehenson,  —  Langsled. 

i?(if«<Ty— Thomaa  Britt,  Thoman  A.  Bones.  Sam- 
■  •I  n  Blake,  \S'illi»ni  Coe,  Janies  Casanor,  Michael 
1 'amies,  I'eter  Deritn.  Oeorirp  Ua«'(rlpr.  Almaran  Free- 
2iHn.  Frank  (Jreoii,  .luiiit-^i  \\.  (Jn^ru-r,  \Vi!)i«m  J.  Gfiub, 
.Mrrun  Hill,  Ephriaoi  liackeit,  Charle.n  (.'.  HHrrington, 
M)«rt  Hodge,  CaWin  E.  Hagenian,  Mark  Margrave, 
.'une*  L.  Knapp.  Rri  L«eniing,  Julin  McKabe,  James 
McOill.  George  W.  McCann,  I'eter  McNally,  CharlM  M. 
Mtnit.  Chwicr  W.  M«rl«f .  D»Tiil  Mmi«8,  John  liamw, 
Omw  D.  Natting,  Lwi  HoU*.  Binw  H.*  Pugbm. 
AaakUa  I.  P>ia(«r,  HUm  B.  PtowcU,  H.  Peterson,  Win- 
fdi  SmU.  Wniitia  Sbon.  Jupar  W.  Sawyer,  Augiutus 
Vughn.  George  Craft,  WilUM  B.  Ocmmt,  8Um  Cramw. 
GMTge  W.  Snure. 


TiiiRn  wabi> — riTY  or  i.a  i  riishk. 

Second  Infantry — Co.  B — .Andrew  Allen,  L.  H.  Burnell, 
i'Mer  Brown.  C.  E.  Brewster,  J.  I).  Burroughs,  R.  W. 
Barro.  (Tapt.  Nils  Colwell.  Newton  F.  Chapman,  Henry 
Hark.  Burton  Downing,  R.  E.  Dunn,  Page  Downing. 
Walter  OltMtotd,  GcofM  Gran,  FInt  Umit.  Bobcrt 
Bi^,  Nfirmra  M.  Bvtaj,  DaaM  W.  Knaj,  Lm  Har- 
«ta,DavM  MeKenney.  P^ward  E.  Moore,  Fred  Marlia, 
icftnoB  Pricketl,  Henry  Reynolds.  Prederiek  Rail, 
Rtticrt  A.  Scott,  Anats  Smith,  James  W.  Sloan. 

Fifth  Infantry — Co.  unknown— Lep  l)ixon. 

Eighth  Infantry — (ieorgo  II.  JoncH,  M  l 

-VinM  Inf-tntry — Co.  F — Jacob  W.  .<t>'veM,  111.,  Lu<lwig 
S»;-we'i.l     C..  I— William  McCri'ii 

y^jurUenth  Infantry — Co.  D — William  II.  Brooks,  B.  K, 
Brower.  Daniel  Bundy,  Alfred  Collins,  John  Duncan, 
Dan  F.  Ferrand.  Samuel  Gordon,  Samuel  A.  Harriaon, 
H.  A.  Marrin,  Herman  Rangu,  Daniel  Sexton. 
^J^KmhIA  IitfaiUnf—0».  A— Job  ChilitlMiwn,  Chwloa 

KmUtiak  Mmntrit  C».  B— Onrlie  Anderson,  Francis 
■ndnrd,  Bnlver  Ohtteaon.  Edwin  Donny,  W.  W.  Qor- 
doa,  Ula  Qteroian^fin,  Jcn.'4  HHn.aon,  Gunder  Holrersou, 
Ira  Monroe.  Asa  B.  .^cttige,  Miles  (i.  Stuart,  Charles  B. 
Siller.  Satnuol  S  Surgenl. 

Tiemtieih  Infantry — Co.  A— Homer  Marrin. 

T>trnixinrth  In/(uUrg--Co.  nakoowB — Leontrard  AUaa, 

■'ieob  Mc('rcary. 

Snond  Cavalry  —  C'o  B — Andrew  Bates,  Albert  W. 
Biihop.  G.  H.  Cooaa.  John  B.  MoOuw,  John  MoCrca, 
Fraox  Siapf,  John  Suau,  Joatph  P.  Soott,  Bdaond 
fltark.  1.  C.  Tboanoa.  Ok  H— Jolioa  KaoliBan. 

tmt  Bmttery  John  D.  Andarton,  Edward  P.  Aqclmer, 
MaAmott.  A.  W.  Bishop,  James  Burke,  William  Caw, 
8.T.  Chatfield.  Hennis  W.  Clark,  AWin  W.  Clark,  Peter 
^  Oarson.  .lohn  Ca^^tlir.  .Inniui  W  Cracker.  August 
bereraux,  Patrick  1.  Diiriii:ill\ ,  Tin  inas  UonnM.  Jarne* 
fteUnjf.  Jerome  Fuller,  Jamc*  (lilnmn,  James  H.  Hamly, 
Joiiiah  H.  Hitchcock,  Byron  E.  Hale.  Charles  W.  Kel- 
John  C.  Malbon,  James  L.  .Malbon,  Freidrich  1. 
Miller,  WilUam  Matiiaon,  Joeeph  Meirra,  Joaeph  D.  Mer- 


rill, William  B.  Potter,  Augu.-ttu.i  Pciprson,  Henry  Poy- 
for,  William  H.  Pink.  John  Sheri  lan,  Job  Spaulding, 
David  Petty,  John  Keed,  Eraamus  Kodman.  Unknown 
— L  W.  Ihiorp^  1. 0.  Jcnea. 


FOURTH  .WABI> — t.'ITV  OK  I.A  ORORMK. 

Steond  Infantry— Co.  U — Jefferson  Braokett,  Henry  B. 
Baaidalm,  WttUan  H.  CoUina.  John  H.  Ghanban.  Bd- 
noikd  I.  Doam,  William  Mggor,  Flnnk  Ratoh,  Bdwin 

Hoare,  E.  W.  Harris.  J.  J.  Jnrfla,  Thomn.<t  Larerty, 
Emanuel  Markee,  Milo  Pitkin,  George  B.  .Sjmes,  a.  Vi. 
Woodward,  James  Woodward. 

Third  Infantry — ('o.  unknown — J.  B.  O.  Baxter. 

Sixth  Ii^mlrif — Co.  nnknewn  —  M.  W.  Dawiltoo, 

Minn. 

Eighth  Infantry  — Co.  1  — Henry  Latbrop.  Co.  un- 
i  known — Lewis  Larson,  John  T.  K^ogg,  Mo.  • 

Ninth  Infantrf—JO».  F-^ohn  BMuflwr.  Oo.  K— >Bar^ 
nard  Hanfield. 

TmA  Infmtry—^t.  F.  Kttbliard  (band),  Horaee  B. 
'  Loomis  (hnnd). 

I     PimrUeHlh  Infantry— Co.  D— D.  D.  OHneran,  —  Jonao, 

David  Uw,  William  McConnell,  O.  L.  Melcalf,  J.  W. 
j  I'olleyg,  C.  U.  Spafford,  George  Staley.  A.  M.  Wataon, 

Lieut.  Col.  1.  K.  Mes.finore. 
i      AinrteoUh  Infantry — Co.  H — \V.  11.  Tucker. 

Twentitth  Infantry — Co.  .\  —  William  Hnynes. 
I      Second  Cavalry — Co.  B  —  William  .\rnoI'l,  l.<<reiiio 
'  Brooka,  George  QloTor.  Langstead  Godfried.  Frt  dt  ric  M. 
I  Gralbone,  Joseph  Linn,  L.  H.  Parker,  Conra  l  Keiiburg, 

John  Whylock.    Co.  D— Cliarlaa  T.  Bently. 
Fvit  AiMfy -George  AraMtning,  Tkomaa  Brown, 

Atamadtr  Oamaron,  Dan  Ohrioa  ClMiairoB.  John  Cnrtia, 

Qifma  D.  Cbapaaa.  Jaaaa  B.  Dnvidaon,  WUUnm  J.  Da* 

▼idion,  James  H.  Gillett,  B.  J.  ffarrla,  Peter  Harper. 

Charles  B.  Kimball,  Charles  H.  King.  Richard  Kimball. 

George  W.  Lo.se.  .loaeph  <3.  Millegan,  William  P.  Richards, 

John  w  iiiiii^iieHs.  Henry  SiarUng,  DaalalWabalor,Janioa 

C.  Wells,  Carlos  D.  Ward. 
IMNOira^Thaadam  Geotgo. 


TowM  OP  maoiioo. 

^Moad/ii^lry— Go.  B— George  Flemtnn,  R.  L.  Mc- 
I  Clintock,  Ohariaa  W.  Moitr,  mUlan  Sttita,  Reuben 
I  Wright.  William  WflHama. 

I      Kiyhth  Infantry— Qa.  I— Cypron  Downer.  A.  D.  Hidtok, 
William  MoMann.  H.  8.  Philipe. 

.\Vh(/i  Infantry-Co.  B— E.  C.  Woodoy  iMinneaoM). 

I'tnth  Infantry— Co.  H — William  Wilcox, 

Thtrt'ftith  Infantry — Co.  C — Florence  Wilcox. 

Ftftftnth  Infantry— Co.  E — 01c  Bourke,  John  Kngman- 
I  son,  Simon  Emerson,  Nets  llanaen,  Gents  Hansen,  MWria 
'  Olsen,  Ole  OUen,  Lan  Olseo,  Th.  C.  Thompson. 

Titmty  fifth  Infantry— Co.  nuknnwn— Tbomni  W.  Jny, 
'  Henry  Lule,  Walter  R.  Cheney. 

I  Smmi  Oimki^-Oii.  B — Charlea  Allen,  John  Andrews, 
'  Henrjr  Adnna,  Saand  Rnico  .Tohn  Brown,  Davia  In- 
'  galls,  Aahbel  lahan.  /cnophcu  Loonia,  DomiiaaB  D. 

Loomis,   Lorerman.  Thomas  HoCNn,  L  lloDnnlall, 

llerrick  Parker,  F.  B.  Miller. 
Th  ,r,i  Cambv—Bogm  Mortimer.  Phlttp  Oahoni,  Ooorge 

Uarniw. 

Firff  //((/.Vrv^tiubriel  Armstrong,  William  Adams,  Lu- 
cius BardiolouicA.  Willimi  Footer,  O.  H.  lindaey,  Henry 
.Meig*,  L.  A.  Ptt.l.i  ;Lk,  John  P.  VICtB. 
I      l^kftown — George  Bailey. 
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fowa  or  osAtUKA.  |     Ninti$mtk  fn/antry—Co.  B— Ia  PtiiBtk«  Oamml' 
>ff<md  fn/antrgm^Ot.   B— Agauii-!    Anl  r^,    Robert     Jo»eph  French. 
Brtrnes,  Oeorga  Eaaterbrook.   Richanl   Fsticv.  Charles         Taentitik  /n/antiy—Vo.  A  -  E.  W.  Uautlroth. 

Sarmu.J.  Elijfth  Heath.  Charles  C.  Jenks.  Ludwiclc  Lock-  I      Tmfurfrji/if,  Infnntry-Co.  uakMWO— J.  C.  tttluA, 

maiK  F  I.  Fhelps.  Benton  R»nd.  Robert  Swaru.  P.  0.  i  E*""*  Loekaian.  Joseph  Shaffer. 

Tuinpk.itj'i.  I      Fust  liittfry — (Jibrlel   Ariu>tronn,  Charle*  ErickwB. 

iiii/AlA /ymMiy— Co.  1— GbkriM  BroWB,  Fkal  Erick*  '  HarriHou    Hnydon,    William    Morrison,   JoMph  Pwk, 

SM,  CMiUIHl  JokaMB,  Ital  OliMn.  '^^7"  •'o'«<-'ph  Stckz.  Jacob  Boormaa.  **DM|jlM 

iVhA  J^ml/y— Co.  K—iwmm  F*hej.  III.  Brinde."  l>Mii«l  Rioii»rdMii,  RcfaUr  ktm^, 

Ihwrtimth  Infantry— Co.  D— Henry  Anderson.  WHIftrd  OSitaeiw— ftMkllll  PoffMt. 

.Ttkinwn,  William  BUnkley.  Pavid  DaTis,  John  Evans, 

Jftroe>  Hnnson,  Charl»"(  w'  Jenk,  D.tTid  Kimball,  John  WAfBHRITOW. 
Oleseii,  ('li!irli-s  Welsli,  Eighth  fnfantrg — Co.  unknown— Ole  Oleson. 

Ft/tttntk  Infantry — Co.  E — Vance  Hanaan,  John  John-        Fijtttnth  Infantry — Co.  A — Charles  Oleson,  Thor  i'aal- 

•00.  Co.  H— Hub  OUlMrtwB.  Oo.  I— >AalOB  BmidnB,  ,  eon. 


THE  OLD  SETTLKRS*  ASSOCIATION 

was  called  into  being  bj  the  survivors  of  those  who  began  the  building  up  of  La  Crosse  in  1851, 
and  fully  organized  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  Friday  evening,  June  17,  1881,  with  die 
election  of  John  M.  Levy  as  permanent  chairman;  C.  K.  Lord  was  elected  Vice  President ; 
Charles  Volner,  Secretary,  and  Theodore  Rodolf,  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Committee  wa« 
then  ohoeen,  as  fellows :  Charles  Seytnour,  John  Ulrich,  L  L.  Udwr,  Howard  Oramer  and  J. 
W.  Losey.  The  constitution  provides  who  may  become  meuheft  of  the  association  upon  the 
^yment  of  ^1  initiation  fee,  and  monthly  dues,  which  are  appropriated  toward  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  organization.  Meetings  are  convened  annually,  and  upon  call.  The  foUowiog 
■re  the  members  of  the  Old  Settlers  Association,  with  the  date  or  their  eetUemeDt  in  Ia 
Grosie: 

1851 —  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  U.  N.  tJolberg,  Howard  Cramer,  Qeorge  farnam,  N.  Hintseo, 
Harrer  J.  Peek. 

1852 —  George  Scharpf,  Pernue  Clark,  George  Howard,  Andrew  Pfiffnar. 

1853—  Theodore  Rodolf,  C.  F.  Scharpf. 

1854 —  Milo  J.  Pitkin,  Stephen  Martindale,  Edwin  Howard. 

1855—  Henry  1.  BIIm,  Lemuel  Drake,  Isaae  L.  Usher,  Pred  Maeller,  Jamea  VineoBt,  H. 

€.  Heath,  Charles  Volner,  W.  A.  Roosevelt. 

1856—  J.  W.  Losey,  Harrison  Griswold,  A.  M.  Watson,  Albert  Hirahheimer,  Darid  D. 
PoUeys,  E.  O.  Robbins,  A.  Steinlein,  John  Ulrioh. 

1857^.  A.  Spier,  J.  W.  Bimey,  8.  S.  Burton,  Angus  Oameron,  W.  8.  Bnrinng^ 

C!barles  Seymour,  0.  H  Smith. 

1858 — L.  Wachenheimer,  Albert  Pdffner,  M.  M.  Manville,  Henry  Esperson. 
1860-^ohn  8.  Medary. 

ORV  POOR  VAEM. 

In  the  early  part  of  1857,  the  city  of  La  Crosse  purchased  120  acres  of  land  fer  96,000* 
(between  two  and  three  miles  southeast  of  the  city,  and  erected  thereon  the  buildings  necessary 
to  a  poor  farm,  which  cost  between  $2,000  and  1(3,000.  Within  a  few  years  past,  great  improve- 
ments hare  been  made,  both  in  the  mnnagwnant  of  the  farm  and  in  the  building  of  additioas  to 
the  poor  house,  showing  the  growth  of  humanity  and  the  riisposition  to  liberality.  The  farm  is 
under  the  careful  management  of  Frank  Hets,  a  worthy  German,  who,  with  his  practical  wife, 
are  hern  aa  lessees  of  the  property,  and  oontraetors  to  feed  and  keep  the  poor  who  mny  hn  usmt 
to  them  to  reoeive  their  care  and  attention  at  $2.r)0  per  week.  There  is  no  county  poor 
house,  the  poor  of  the  county  being  provided  for  here,  the  city  receiving  50  cents  per  day 
each  for  their  support.  A  few  years  ago,  County  Poor  Commissioner  A.  Steinlein  caused  a 
numbw  of  shade  trees  to  be  set  out  about  the  premises.  At  present,  there  are  but  eight  petwoas 
in  the  eatablishmsnt,  whidi  is  an  ordinary  farmhouse,  but  arrangod  with  a  view  to  the  eoanlbvt 
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of  tbia  kind  of  guests.  The  establishment  is  in  excellent  order.  The  cost  of  sustaining  it  is 
ibottt  |800  per  jear. 

IiA  0B088B  OOUMTT  AOEIOULVUBAL  BOOIRT. 

The  people  of  La  Crosse  County,  having  long  contempllltd  IIm  fbrmatiQii  of  to  agricultural 
locietv.  met  at  the  court  house  October  16,  1858,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  such  a  body. 
This  was  accomplished  by  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  and  the  election  of  the  following  offi- 
een:  T.  L.  Smith,  President;  D.  J.  Jenkins,  E.  B.  Richardson,  John  Hemstock,  v.  M. 
Adam,  J.  C.  McGiven,  D.  A.  Kennedy,  Isaac  Martin,  John  Clark,  M.  A.  Gedney,  Conrad 
BMdbnrK,  Milton  Barlow  and  Mr.  Owen,  Vice  Presidents ;  B.  £.  Brower^iSecretarj  and  Treas- 
•nr.  The  eodetj  held  dieir  first  animal  fiur  tt  lh«  oitj  of  La  Grmm  on  Thaiwlaj,  Ootober  28, 
1958,  at  which  time  the  amonnt  received  from  all  fonrces  for  memberships,  etc.,  was  $108 ; 
amonnt  paid  out  for  various  purposes,  3-8.25  ;  leaving  a  balance  of  $79.75  for  the  next  year's 
distribution.  The  day  was  extremely  unfavorable,  and  as  tins  was  their  first  regular  meeting, 
Imt  httle  could  be  expected.  The  number  of  entries  were  as  follows  :  Horses  and  mules,  28 ; 
c:ittle,  8  ;  swine,  1 ;  miaoellaiieoin,  87 ;  total,  99.  Of  theae  entriei,  69  reooiTad  praminaa  of 
tJifierent  grades. 

The  aociety  purobaaed  a  tnet  of  land  in  the  town  of  West  Salem  about  1859,  and  bavo 

Md  fairs  there  annually  with  increasing  success  and  prosperity. 

The  present  oflScers  are  William  Van  Waters,  President ;  one  Vice  President  from  each 
town  hi  the  coun^ ;  William  Van  Zandt,  Secretary,  and  W.  I.  Dudley,  Treasurer. 

The  County  Olork  fumiahea  a  Ubular  statement  of  the  aoreaga  of  Ln  Groeee  County,  do* 

voted  to  wheat,  corn,  oatq,  barley,  rye,  potatoes,  apples,  hops,  tobacco,  graas  md  timber.  Tho 
report  also  includes  the  number  of  milcb  cows,  and  their  aggregate  value. 
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The  report  shows  alao  that  there  are  4,980  acres  of  rye  to  harvest  this  year  against  3,202 
•cres  last  year;  1,229  acres  of  potatoes  against  801  of  1880.  The  number  of  acres  of  hops 
are  the  same,  138.  Five  acres  of  tobacco  are  reported,  and  18,503  acres  of  grass,  as  compared 
with  15,435  of  last  your.  Tbe  above  figures  indicate  tbat  a  lai^r  acreage  has  been  sown  to  all 
kind?  of  grain,  except  wheat,  which  has  given  place  to  com,  oats  and  barley.  The  farming 
cooimnnitT  have  dropped  ofi*  on  tobacco  raising,  a  branch  of  industry  that  was  never  largely 
pNaeuutod  in  tbia  oonn^.  Tbe  numlMM>  of  beanng  apple  treea  baa  not  inoreoaed  materially 
gince  1881,  being  14,536  against  14,1')0,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  1880.  Very  little  timber 
has  been  cut  in  the  county,  the  number  of  acres  being  50,097,  which  is  not  less  than  that  re- 
ported last  year.  Taken  on  the  whole,  the  report  is  above  the  average,  and  indicates  a  health* 
fol  diversity  of  grains.  The  faot  that  10,000  aerea  leas  of  wheat  have  been  sowed,  shows  that 
a  proper  attention  is  being  given  to  other  cropa  mentioned,  and  tbat  atoek-raiaing  ia  beooming  a 
more  profitable  pursuit. 
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LITEKATURB. 

Mn*  Helen  A.  Manviile,  nee  Nellie  A.  Mann,  has  for  some  time  been  prominent  in  litervj 
drdM,  her  career  aa  a  eootribvtor  to  the  preaa  dating  firom  1864.— •  writer  of  both  proae  aad 
poetry;  her  poems  are  voluminous,  numbering  nearly  two  thousand.  Of  these,  proboUylie 
nandred  hare  never  appeared  in  print.  In  18tj8,  the  May  number  of  the  Phrenolo<^ical  Journal 
published  her  portrait,  with  an  analytical  sketch  of  her  mental  characteristics,  and  selections 
from  her  poema,  from  which  artide  we  quote  the  following:  "Her  intuitive  apprehensions  are  quick, 
aoOBfate  and  la.stinp;.  Her  whole  cast  of  tliought  partakes  chiefly  of  tlie  intuitive  and  emotional. 
She  has  keen  sensibility,  feels  deeply  and  acts  promptly.  She  lives  more  in  the  realm  of  the 
emotional  and  imi^rinative  than  in  that  of  Ae  material/'  Theee  diaraetwhtatioiM  are  wdl  boraeeat 
hj  her  writint^.  In  1875,  a  volume  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  selections  from  her  poeat 
was  published  by  S.  R.  Wells  Co..  of  New  York,  bearing  the  title  '*  Heart  Echoes."  In  general 
terms  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  the  poetic  expression  of  moods  of  musing  and  meditation. 
The  tides  are  indicative  of  the  introspective  cast  of  thought  of  the  authoress,  as  In  the  Dast," 
"IniWth,"  "Voices  in  ray  Heart,"  "  World  Weary,"  "As  by  Death,"  "Life's  Discipline." 
etc.  Their  tone  is  subdued,  quiet  and  feminine.  No  attempts  are  made  to  rouse  the  passion* 
or  depress  the  sensibilities ;  though,  in  keeping  with  the  mnrie  that  lingers  lungest  in  memory, 
thsiy  are  pitched  in  a  minor  key.  Fallacioee  maltation  of  the  joys  of  life,  or  despair  of  the 
woes  of  death  are  happily  avoided.  They  are  essentially  poems  of  the  home  and  hearth,  por- 
traying experiences  common  to  all,  in  that  all  have  sinned  and  suffered.  Each  century  produces 
ita  master  minds  who  giro  it  impress.  Th^  stand  oat  in  th«r  brightness  as  sons  in  the  firms* 
ment,  with  a  galaxy  of  stars  rcvolvinfr  about  them,  reflectinc::  their  glory.  Of  such  were  Byron 
and  Wordsworth,  of  the  departed  bards,  the  poet  of  passion  and  the  delineator  of  nature.  The 
lurid  bale-fires  of  one  and  the  calm  radiance  of  the  other  may  still  be  discerned.  The  hardie 
sisterhood,  as  if  by  common  consent,  rerolve  about  Mrs.  Hemans  and  the  Gary  Sisters,  whose 
faultless  rvthm  and  exquisite  sensibilities  appeal  irresistibly  to  the  feminine  heart.  The  Sweet 
Song-Bird  of  England,"  is,  if  possible,  surpnascd  by  her  American  sisters,  whoae  wood  notes 
wild'haTo  enthralled  the  hearts  of  their  oountry-women.  They  were  the  priestessea  of  its  inner 
shrine:  they,  more  than  all  others,  could  unlock  ita  recesees,  and,  as  by  an  enohanter'a  word, 
woke  from  thence  its  sweetest,  saddest  strains. 

That  Mrs.  Manviile  has  been  deeply  impressed  by  their  wondrous  power  may  be  evidenced 
frrnn  the  fbUowing :  ..  g,^^,y     ^i,,       of  amw 

0>r  Ihe  blue  hills  roll  away, 
As  the  feet  ol  NiKbl-time  oUunber 
mg|i«r  vp  III*  kills  «r  diqr." 

The  foUowing  from  ** Lore's  Tryst,*'  is  in  tiie  same  rein : 

*<  Wbile  ths  Stan  of  night  m  pMping 
The  dMBC  of  the  blue  tmiU  through, 
Aloae  ta  their  light  I  nm  ke'ping 
LoveTs  vigil,  aqr  darliag,  Ihr  joa." 

The  above  are  in  the  happiest  descriptive  vein  of  Aliee»  while  the  more  practical,  sententious 
sentiment  of  Phcebe  Gary,  which  often  embodied  a  prorerb  in  a  Terte,  ii  paralleled  by  saeh  n 

▼srse  as  this  :  «  As  th«  day  come*  the  dreary  night  aOw, 

As  happiness  walks  elose  to  care, 

8o  come  tu  ua  inoracnt!*  of  laughter, 
To  Tanqiiisb  the  pho^t  of  dc'tpair." 

To  the  same  effect  is  a  like  sentiment  elsewhere,  as,  "  The  bright  thread  of  hope  often 
ereiess  the  somber>hned  one  of  despur."  Qnotationa  might  he  largely  extended  did  spsMM 
permit.  We  have  only  room  to  illustrate  the  striking  traits  and  will  next  touch  npon  that  of 
personification,  of  which  the  following,  taken  almost  at  random,  is  a  fiur  sample : 
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And  the  bMutifbl  pMt,  too  lUr  tO  1 

Com**  bMk  like  a  gbooi  to  no, 
mtk  m  wiwd-like  tnmp,  tkro'  Um  day*!  iiUto  «Mif, 

U  mmm  to  mj  hmri  ud  kiuMho. 
And  tho  kif  of  tbon^t,  by  rwaombfuoo  wrop^tt 

III  mndnai  door  oiInu. 

"With  <lusk7  rob«>i  Night  cUmbt  tho  ttolr 
To  Heaven's  ethereal  aroh, 
The  moon  ia  ahiniof  calmly  ther*. 

The  §tar«  are  on  their  march  " 

Most  of  the  poems  are  descriptive,  and  the  writer  never  wearies  of  roicing  her  adoration 
4t  satire,  whether  bhd  in  the  light,  airy  robes  of  the  joyous  spring,  the  leafy  laxnrknoe  of  the 
smoj  lommer,  the  russet  robes  of  the  sober  autumn,  or  the  snowy  mantle  oi  the  winter. 

Space  will  only  permit  the  culling  of  phrases  from  most  felicitous  descriptions  that  might 
easily  be  largely  cited.  We  give  a  few  in  the  order  of  the  seasons  named,  as,  "  The  careless 
fiafcn  of  the  April  wind  have  rait  the  grasses  coverlet  in  twain ; "  **  These  Tiolets  have  filled 
mv  heart  with  trust."  Of  the  summer  are  such  phrases  as,  "  The  roses  weave  a  perfumed 
hedge;  "  Sweet  is  the  air  with  violets'  breath  ;  "  "  The  tiniest  wild  dower  as  the  rose  enfolds 
itsdf  in  splendor;*'    The  sun  o'er  mount  and  lea  his  jeweled  robe  is  flinging." 

Her  w^lth  of  illastMllMl  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  the  six  quotations  above  given  are 
from  one  poem  solely.  Aatnran  and  night  are  favorite  topics  with  the  authoress,  whose  intro- 
speetive  cast  of  mind  is  in  keeping  with  their  stillness,  solemnity,  calmness  and  beauty.  From 
aaiy  phrases  we  can  give  but  few,  as,  The  pines  all  shiver  with  unrest;"  "The winds  lull 
liown  to  a  sad  refrain,  and  my  heart  stands  still  to  hear;"  ".\far  upon  the  mountains  walks 
tiie  Spirit  of  the  Dew ; "  The  mountains  fold  about  their  breasts  the  mantle  of  the  fall ;" 
**Q«lden  erowns  bedeek  the  brows  of  all  the  maple  trees ;  "  "  The  winds  ell  ehaat  •  solemn 
dirge."  Of  the  winter  are  such  illusions  as,  "The  snowy  shoon  :  "  •  The  dark-eyed  Night  has 
(loDoed  her  robes  with  gleaming  gems;  "  "  The  sovereign  winter  i.s  recklessly  throwing  bright 
jewels  of  froet  from  his  mantle  of  snow :  "    The  winter  wind  singing  its  dirge  of  dire  tiespair." 

We  would  like  to  enlarge  upon  the  two  poems,  **The  old,  old  story  "  and  "Drowned," 
each  portraying  the  fate  of  a  Magdalen,  who,  after  the  manner  of  the  victim  in  Hood's  Bridge 
of  Sighs,  sought  oblivion  in  the  waters  for  sorrow,  shame  and  sin,  but  it  would  open  up  a  field 
too  iHde«  end  also  fineign  to  the  diaracter  of  this  work.  Despite  all  efforts,  our  sketeh  is  unduly 
long,  yet  not  cmnplete,  as  not  illustrating  the  noblest  phase  of  womanhood,  on  whoso  limitless, 
anfiithomable  sea  her  affections  are  launched,  to  be  swayed  at  will  bv  favoring  or  adverse  tides, 
Tsrisdess  as  the  deerees  of  Fate.  From  a  number  of  poems  in  whleh  the  mother  lore  is  abound- 
ing, we  close  with  tributes  to  the  living  and  the  dead.  From  the  poem  entitled  **Marion,"  who 
shares  with  her  father  the  tribute  of  dedication,  as  "  The  one  child  of  our  loTe»"  we  quote  the 
following  verse,  beginning  with  apprehension  and  ending  with  invocation : 

"  Mothor-loTe  not  always  may 

PInek  tho  thorn  flron  ont  h«r  way. 
Womanhoou  has  oar«s  and  tears, 

HopclfM  dreams  muI  ho[ick--*<i  yraro. 
Hut  my  prayer  is,  night  and  day 
May  she  walk  (he  Biinniest  way 
Life  to  mortal  here  can  (rive. 
Tenoli  )icr,  FalhcT.  r<u  In  live 
That  when  earthly  life  ia  o'er. 
8ho  shall  bo  a  ohDd  < 


Vnm  several  poems,  evidentlT  inspired  by  memories  of  the  loved  end  lost,"  we  extrset 
two  TStses  fton   Bd>7  is  Dssd  "  : 

•* Blao    tho  viomsdown  la  the 
VHond,  wofo  hor  ojos. 
Nov.  O  My  Ood.  what  a 
Over  thorn  U«o. 
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"  NoM  tut  •  nolkcr  «M  maiMM  n J  Mmw, 
SoAbo  jwnrtmd. 
OuMtli  M  bud  MM  Ibr  na  on  th«  norrow, 
BafeyisM." 

In  the  poem  hatded,  **  The  Shoes  that  Nellie  wore."  tpaoe  will  only  pemit  •  brief  extnrt: 

**  When  Death  with  a  ruthless  hand. 

For  pillage  xoughi  our  bower. 
An  tngel  from  the  better  lun<i, 

Gathered  the  beauteous  flower. 
Ok  !  Little  empl/  shoes  half  worn, 

JiMt  M  tlii7  alipiMd  hw  llMt ;  . 
Sht  will  mat  mm  tham  alght  or  mon. 

To  walk  tho  Golden  Rtreet, 
For,  sondeled  with  the  purest  pearl. 

AiH  solcii  with  cliry«oIite, 
Bjr  Jeaus  side,  our  little  girl 

Tku  dM  la  aafo  londght." 

Marion  Manville,  a  daaehter  of  Helen  A.  Manville,  is  a  poet  bv  inheritanoe.  8he  is  eoi- 
phatically  her  mother's  chilil,  naving  like  traits,  mentally  and  physically.  She  commenced  writ- 
ins  for  the  press  at  an  even  earlier  jage,  and  probably  with  better  assurances  of  success  in  the 
field  of  authorship,  then  attended  the  first  Yentaree  of  her  mother.  As  yet,  she  has  not  giren 
herself  thoughtfully  and  seriously  to  literary  work.  Uer  contributions  are  rather  the  efTenres- 
cence  of  youthful  feeling  than  the  work  of  earnest  effort.  They  are  almost  wholly  of  a  fugitm 
eharaoter,  oalled  out  largely  by  a  fleeting  fancy  or  some  incident  of  temporary  interest.  She  hai 
not  been  passed  unscathed  by  the  rage  for  dialect  poems  which  has  received  so  great  an  impstu 
by  the  efforts  of  Bret  Harte,  Will  Carleton  and  others.  One  of  these,  giving  Sambo's  opinion  of 
salvation,  is  a  sem  in  its  way,  and  naively  takes  off  the  very  common  and  popular  taste  to  dispense 
with  the  orthodox  abode  of  the  wieked.   In  the  words  of  Ssmbo— 

**  Da  Umaa  hah  got  to  anak  a  paaa 
De  debblo  am  to  pay, 
Although  de  piassliaia  tt^  dar  alat 
KadSbUaa^jwaj. 

Ab*  bell,  instead  of  beta'  h  plaoe 

To  make  poor  sinners  soratoh, 
Aat  got  sn  mild,  a  nigger  dar 

Coul'l  raise  a  tatcr-palcb." 

Yet  another,  entitled  Poor  Little  Joe,"  expresses  the  happiness  yielded  a  cripple  boy  by 
the  ph  of  a  simple  bouquet.  To  tike  question  as  to  tiiere  being  flowers  in  heaven,  the  UMw 
brother  bootUaek  relies : 

<•  FlowerM  in  heaven  I  'M,  I  'spooe  ao, 
I>uono  nnoh  about  it  tho' ; 
Aiat  aa  flj  aa  wot  I  might  bo 
Ob  tkaaa  io|to.  ttOa  Joa." 

It  is  a  fine  tribnte  to  the  beaatifal,  tender  niniitNtba  of  sii  individnal  flower  misHon,  ervj 
wy  creditable  to  the  head  and  heart  of  its  attthoMSS,  whose  own  life  has  never  laelMd  any  of  the 

refinements  given  by  the  association  of  flowers,  music  and  art.  in  all  of  which  she  is  an  amatenr. 
Although,  as  before  stated,  her  articles  are  fugitive,  yet,  when  her  feelings  are  enlisted,  she 
rereals  trsoes  of  that  introspective  cast  of  mind  that  gives  so  mneh  of  character  to  Ae  poesMof 
her  mother.  Space  will  not  admit  of  quotation,  but  it  could  easily  be  shown  by  reference  to  such 
themes  as  The  Weaver,"  who  is  represented  as  a  Fate,  after  the  manner  of  a  mythologie  tale, 
plying  the  shttttle  <rf  Time  weaying  toe  threads  of  lifii  wliidi  are  gathered  up  by  the  ewmssat 
on-looker  Death.  In  the  brief  poem  '^Xife,"  a  similar  thonght  is  prettily  presented  in  the  eke- 
ing  linee—  * 

«<  Hm  diBBia  of  Ihrlag— iho  apaoo  of  a  breath, 
Bisp  OBt  with  tba  ball  af  t£«  pnaptw— Death." 
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The  title  of  articles  will  ahow  the  oraviDgs  of  Miss  Manville  to  follow  ia  her  mother's  foot- 
steps Id  tira  dioiM«f  topioi  th»t  we  heart  revdatione,  ae  **  Shadows,*'  The  Kafintte,"  **  Suppli- 
cation," "  Humanitj,"  When  I  die,"  etc.  That  will  be  her  field  to  which  she  will  tend  more 
and  more  with  better  acquaintance  with  the  realities  of  life,  which,  it  mav  safely  be  predicted, 
will  be  of  sterner  character  than  any  she  has  yet  known,  as  the  ways  of  life  are  rough,  and  as 
an  only  idolized  child  she  has  been  shielded,  as  far  as  hamao  power  ooald  COmpaM  it,  mm  all  its 
ills.   With  instiiictive  foresight  was  her  mother  prompted  to  say : 

"  Mother-loTe  not  alwajs  may 

Pluck  the  tlMnit  from  oat  her  WSJ ; 
Womankiood  has  earaa  and  Caan, 
Bop«l«M  dnaaia  tmi  bopoloas  t«an.** 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  giving  way  of  the  authoress  to  the  craze  for  the  dialect  poem. 
She  has  also  been  oapitivated,  wiA  hnndreda  of  soioeptible  mudens,  by  the  smoothly  flowing 
numbers  of  Hiawatha,  that  immortal  tribute  of  America's  most  eoltured  and  finished  bard,  who 
has  efiaced  that  masterpiece  of  poetic  li|^nd  and  story,  as  an  ammle  to  reflect  forerer  the  nobility, 
heroism  and  eodaranoe  of  llie  vnfbrtanate  raees  of  tote  NorthwsBt.  The  poem  Stttitlsd  **  Indian 
Sammer,"  treats  of  the  poetic  fancy  of  its  origin,  whioh  is  to  the  elbot  that  the  smoke  of  a  great 
SKrifieeoDoe  made  to  the  Qreat  Spirit,  who,  in  turn, 

'*  Bonds  tbu  tokea  otoi;  Rutuma 
Tk  Bia  eUMMB  of  |ood  will. 

»        «        »        «  • 

•*  Northward,  Sonthward.  Baslward,  Woatward, 

SendH  the  smoke  from  place  to  plaoe. 
8ajs  the  red  man :  The  Qreat  Spirit 

SnokwllMpwoa^pa.  ItkwalL" 

This  poem  is  the  moet  desoriptive  of  any,  and  is  a  very  truthful  one  of  that  pensive,  delight- 
fill  season.  A  graceful  tribute  to  William  Ciillen  Bryant,  the  niost  American  of  our  bards,  and 
the  moet  accurate  in  the  description  of  our  scenery,  ma^  fitly  close  a  notice  of  one  whose  early 
promise  gives  token  that  she  only  needs  die  sharp  dismplino  the  years  will  inerilably  bring  in 
their  train,  to  justify  that  promise  by  performance,  and  with  poems  that  will  live  whSD  the  brain 
that  conoeived  and  the  hand  that  wrote  them  has  moldered  into  its  ori|^nal  dnst 

TBB  DBAD  POET.— w.  c.  a. 

**  Makeroooi  fbr  Um  poet,  mj  baautlAil  summer, 
Mako  roon  for  tho  dnger,  whose  ain^inK  is  <lono ; 
Give  plaoo  in  yoar  great  throbbing  heart  for  bis  aahea, 
Rememberlog  few  seasons  such  emblomH  have  won. 
BeholiJ,  after  labor,  the  slt-op  of  the  riphteoun, 
How  calm  and  how  peaceful,  huw  pl«ci(i  hi«  real; 
Close  in  the  sanctifioii  clnMp  if  (lod'^H  ncre, 
White  d«i!<y- wrought  coverletH  cover  hig  hreaat. 

••And  then  with  your  blesBing.  my  henotiful  summer, 
The  blessing  of  hloom  and  nf  hir  i  -nut-'  and  Hower»; 
Akin  to  pale  milliuns,  who  watch  over  his  slumbor. 
We  leavo  in  thy  keeping  this  aged  bard  of  oufl. 
Aad  ooming  and  going  forever  around  us, 
The  quiok  for  life's  baltlo,  the  dead  for  ita  rett, 
SdU  paasM  tha  viaiMa  fbraa  of  all  loved  oam 
Into  tha  IttTisiMe  taalina  «f  tlM  blost." 

THE    IMDIAir  BOAM. 

in  KTtlAN  iioBiaia. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  just  after  the  New  Ulm  massacre,  the  people  of  Lewis  Valley  were 
aroused  from  their  ^uiet  sliunbers  one  dark  night  by  men  on  horseback,  riding  at  the  top  of 
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their  speed,  shoating,  "The  Indians  are  coming!  "    When  the  frightened  people  asked  theae 
mciMngexB  bow  they  got  their  news,  ihetj  replied : 

Why  '-  M-in  Mc'iiviii  heard  »hcm  yell, 
And,  flMing  from  these  houods  of  hell, 
Oute  o'er  toe  iMfe  tke  aews  to  tell— 

Of  course  'tis  BO 

."  Thiy've  burnt  the  schooUiouse  to  the  groond. 
And  thej  h»Te  murdered  EUmi  Bnwa, 
The  &D«it  t«Mb«r  is  the  town. 
■  Ctetupaadflw! 

"  Some  fled  to  corn-fields,  damp  and  eold ; 
Some  fled  to  foresta  dark  ud  old, 
And  MtOM,  oouwgootts,  yonng .  and  bold. 

Went  to  fight  tbMa. 

**  Tluj  foand  tko  aohoolboiiae  atudiag  thoret 
The  tsoohor  said,  'Aa  Indian  teaie.' 
Sbe  loM  tbflse  wHrim  IwaTe  aad  Mr, 

*  We  cleaned  achoolhouM.'  " 

On  the  following  morning  the  citizens  of  Farmington,  to  the  number  of  100  or  150,  gathere<l 
together  at  the  Union  Mills,  and,  having  foand  out  positively  that  there  were  no  Indians  anv- 
where  in  the  vicinity,  they  became  very  indignant,  nnd  determined  to  punish  D.  J.  S.  McGirin  ! 
^  severely  for  the  fright  he  had  given  them.    Some  proposed  to  han^  him,  and  at  one  time  it 
'  Io<Aed  T«ry  dangerous  lor  Dan.    Some  ibouriit  a  ducking  in  the  mill-pond  would  be  ae  severe 
treatment  as  the  case  demanded.    Thomas  Wilson,  Ashbel  Wells,  and  some  others  thou^rht 
Dan's  intentions  were  good,  and  had  the  Indians  really  been  burning  dwellings  and  murdenng 
•  the  inhabitants,  as  in  his  fright  he  supposed  they  were,  then  Dan  would  have  deserved  our  thanks 
for  the  timely  warning.    Dan  was  sarronnded  by  the  excited  crowd,  who  were  only  waiting  for 
some  one  to  take  the  lead  in  carrying  out  their  threats,  when  John  De  Colen  proposed  to  let  the 
McGivins  off  if  they  would  promise  to  leave  the  country  in  ten  days.    They  gladly  promised  to 
do  10,  but  when  the  ten  oays  were  up  the  excitement  had  died  away  and  the  MoOtvias 
remained. 

Many  rumors  were  afloat  about  the  cause  of  Dan's  fright.  The  one  upon  which  the  poem 
is  founded  is  as  foUowa ;  EUen  R.  Brown  (who  is  now  Mrs.  Ephraim  Stevens)  was  teaching  in 
McGivin'a  district,  about  two  miles  north  of  Union  Mills,  and  it  was  said  that  she  and  some  of 
her  scholars  remained  one  night  after  school  to  clean  the  schoolhouse.  When  they  got  through 
(just  after  dark)  they  left  a  fire  burning,  which  they  had  made  outside  for  the  purpose  of  heat- 
ing water,  and  the  children,  on  their  way  home,  made  the  hills  resound  with  thdr  merry  laughter. 

Another,  and  probably  the  correct,  account  is  this :   Some  young  men  were  out  coon-hunt- 

inff  in  McGivin's  neighborhood,  and  knowing  that  he  had  lots  of  good  melons,  they  conciuded 

to  nelp  themselTes.    After  eating  all  they  wanted,  they  thought  they  would  have  a  little  fan  at 

Dan's  expense,  and  they  left,  whooping  and  yelling  for  all  that  was  in  them,  which  had  a  greater 

effect  on  Dan's  nerves  tbiin  even  they  e.Ypected,  although  they  knew  him  wdl.   If  this  was  really 

the  fact  in  the  case  (and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it), 

Was  Dan  ll«Oi«in  all  to  blnm* 
Far  galtliig  op  thia  migbtj  flame. 
Or  waa  tt  not  ihm  bofa  who  eame 

StaaliDgmoloBaT 

i 

THE  FOOTE  FOROERIES.  I 

On  Saturday  evening,  April  1, 1K80,  Alpheus  S.  Foote,  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Pom- 
eroy  &  Foote,  proprietors  of  Pomeroy's  Democrat^  was  arrested  for  an  attempt  to  deatroy,  by 
fire,  the  bnOding  oocopied  by  them  as  a  printing  office.  At  about  half  peat  8  o'doek  en  that 
evening,  C.  F.  Hunt^sman,  managing  editor  of  the  Democrat,  being  in  the  office  later  than 
usual,  had  occasion  to  go  from  his  apartment  to  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  as 


Digiu^uu  Ly  Google 


HUTORY  OF  LA  CROBSE  COUNTY. 


447 


a  private  apartment.    The  usual  entrance  door  he  found  himself  unable  to  open,  and  conse- 
ouently  went  around  by  the  bath-room  and  water-closet.    In  passing  through  this  room,  he 
uiKorered  a  cigar  box  in  a  corner  concealed  from  view,  fiUadwith  paper  and  Other  oombustibles, 
in  the  middle  of  which  stood  a  lighted  candle.    No  person  had  access  to  this  portion  of  the 
bailding,  except  himself  and  Mr.  Foote.    There  were  no  outer  windows,  and  when  the  candle, 
whnh  was  timed  to  reeeh  the  papers  in  three  or  four  hours,  had  homed  loir,  and  the  ineritahle 
conflagration  started,  tnere  w:is  no  possibility  of  discovery  from  outside,  until  the  center  of  the 
bailding  was  in  a  blaze,  which  all  the  fire  facilities  would  have  failed  to  extinguish,  until  it  had 
oonsumed  the  adjacent  opera  house  with  all  its  valuable  and  immovable  contents,  and  perhaps 
other  property  near  at  hand.    Mr.  Huntsman  eomprehended  all  this  as  he  gazed  at  the  unique, 
but  most  efiectual  slow  match  which  had  been  provided  to  do  this  destructive  work.    lie.  then, 
without  removing  or  disturbing  the  position  of  anything,  extinguished  the  candle  and  sought 
Charles  Seymour,  to  whom  the  etartung  story  waa  told.    Mr.  Mjmoar  at  onoe  eommnnicated 
with  Chief  of  Police  Hatch,  who,  upon  consultation  with  these  two  gentlemen,  deemed  that 
evidence  enough  existed  in  Mr.  Huntsman's  statement  to  warrant  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Foote,  as 
above  etnted,  on  a  charge  of  anon.   The  arrest  was  made  at  half  put  9  o'dock  at  the  house  of 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Foote's,  where  he  was  spending  the  evening,  when  he  was  taken  to  the 
lock-up,  where  he  spent  the  night.    At  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  the  prisoner 
was  taken  from  his  quarters  in  the  jail  to  the  city  building,  where  he  was  arraigned  before  Jus- 
tice Hubbard.    The  complaint  was  read  and  by  agreement  of  counsel  was  oontinned  until  2 
o'clock  of  the  next  day.    Bfefore  being  arraigned  the  second  time,  however,  he  was  arrested  on 
charse  of  forging  the  name  of  James  Vincent,  his  father-in-law,  on  notes  to  the  amount  of 
f  15i,o78,  tike  announcement  of  which  created  more  of  a  sensation  than  his  arrest  on  charge  of 
BStting  fire  to  the  Democrat  building.    The  fact  of  his  fijr^'ing  had  been  known  to  a  few  for 
some  time,  but  for  various  reasons  the  matter  had  been  kept  from  publicity.    The  entire  facta, 
whidi  also  give  an  insight  into  the  partnership  stipulations  of  the  firm  of  Pomeroy  and  Foote, 
are  suhetantiallT  as  follows :    When  it  was  agiised  that  Pomeroy's  Demoerat  should  move  from 
Chicago  to  La  Crosse,  it  was  stipulated  between  the  parties  that  Pomeroy  was  to  furnish  paper, 
while  Foote  was  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  office  complete  to  the  extent  of  9^0,000.    Of  this 
amount  Foote  precared  1^,000  in  cash,  and  it  is  therefore  presumed  that  he  intended  to  raise 
the  deficiency  by  forgery.    The  first  notes  forged  were  given  to  the  Campbell  Press  Company 
to  the  amount  of  ^,200.  in  settlement  of  the  firm's  account  with  that  company.    The  remain- 
rag  notes  were  not  all  forgeries,  but  were  forged  or  manipulated  in  a  criminal  way. 

The  paper  that  was  Known  to  have  been  negotiated  by  Foote  was  placed  as  follows:  I.  H. 
Moulton,  $3,000;  Batavian  Bank,  2,000;  La  Crosse  National  Bank,  $2,500;  Campbell  Press 
Company,  9^,200;  John  Gund,  $2,250  ;  Shniedewend  &  Lee,  $728,  making  the  total  $16,678. 

The  case  instead  of  coming  up  again  at  2  o'clock  of  April  8,  as  adjourned  on  the  2d,  was 
called  at  half  past  10  o'clock  on  Mondny  morning,  April  5,  when  the  preliminary  examination 
OD  the  charge  of  arson  took  place.  The  case  was  finally  closed,  and  Foote  was  held  for  trial  at 
the  nest  term  of  the  Ghnmit  Court,  and  his  bail  fixed  at  $500.  He  was  sgain  arraigned  before 
Justice  Hubbard,  on  Thursdav,  April  15,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  his  examination  was 
waived,  and  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  was  bound  over  to  trial  in  the  Circuit  Court,  and  in  defiMilt 
of  f4,500  bail  was  again  committed  to  jail. 

These  cases  came  before  the  Circuit  Court  May  10, 1880,  and,  on  application  of  the  defend- 
ant, were  continued.  At  the  next  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  tliese  cases  came  up  on  November 
22,  1880,  and  after  a  trial,  lasting  for  two  days,  he  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  the  Peni- 
tsntiaiy  for  the  tern  of  five  jeavs. 

A  CHAPTER  OF  FIRST  THIMQS. 

1680 — First  white  person  to  view  month  of  Bladk  River,  Fatiier  Hennepin. 
1760 — First  Tiew  m  La  Crosse  River  bjLe  Suer. 
1787— Fint  resident  of  La  Croese,  Do  Kannj  (Decern). 


448 


HISTORY  OP  LA  0RO88E  COUNTY. 


1805— First  white  man  to  visit  site  of  La  Groase,  Maj.  Z.  M.  Pike,  Sept.  12 ;  also  riaitcd 
jb;  Maj.  Stephen  H.  Long,  July  9,  1817,  and  Lient.  Martin  Scott  in  18ie8. 

1885 — First  attempt  at  settlement  made  by  Gen.  Sibley,  now  of  St.  Paal,  H.L.  Daosmao, 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  f  ranooia  La  Uache.  (See  the  letter  of  Gen.  Sibley  in  the  Am- 
ological  sketch. 

1841—  First  known  permanent  settler  (N.  Myrick)  lands  at  La  Orosse  and  boiMi  t 

residence  on  Barron's  Island,  where  he  finds  the  ruins  of  an  old  fire-place,  Not.  9. 

1842 —  First  bouse  on  city  site  erected  by  H^rick  &  Miller  in  February, 
first  suryey  made  by  Ira  Bmnaon,  of  rraine  du  Ohien,  for  Myrick  &  Miller. 
First  shingle  roof  and  datemmadc  by  Myrick  &  Miller. 

1843 —  First  white  women  to  come  to  La  Crosse,  Mrs.  Myrick  and  Miss  Pierson. 

First  barn,  warehouse  and  blacksmith-shop  erected  by  II.  J.  B.  Miller  in  absence  of  Mynck. 

1844— First  wheat  raised  by  Myrick  ft  MiHer. 

First  raft  from  Black  River  to  St.  T.oui.s  taken  down  by  N.  Myrick. 

First  post  office  established  at  La  Crosse ;  N.  Myrick,  first  Postmaster.  Ue  was  also  ooe 
of  the  first  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 

First  marriage,  by  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  Jnstioe  of  the  Peaee^  of  Peter  Cameron  to  Bbibm 
Cameron. 

1845 —  The  first  team  and  wagon  to  come  overland  from  Prairie  du  Chien  was  brought 
through  by  P.  Cameron  and  Asa  White,  with  goods  for  tihe  Jbidiui  trade. 

First  frame  building  erected  by  Levy,  on  the  site  of  the  IntMmatioaai,  in  1847. 
First  death,  that  of  a  little  boy  of  N.  Myrick. 

First  cemetery,  on  the  site  of  Hirshheimer's  works,  northeast  comer  of  Third  and  Badger 
streets. 

First  baptism,  a  child  of  Miller's. 

1857 — First  religious  services,  by  the  Episcopalian  ministers,  Drs.  Buck  and  Merrick,  Rev. 
Wileoxson  and  Deaoon  Hoksombe. 

First  fatal  affray,  that  of  Peter  Cameron  and  Richardson. 

1848 — First  sale  of  claims  by  N.  Myrick,  Asa  White,  J.  M.  Levy  and  Peter  Cameron,  tt 
land  office  at  Mineral  Point,  at  $1.25  per  acre. 

1850 —  First  death  by  aeoident,  that  of  Willie  Levy,  who  was  trodden  upon  by  a  hone, 
killing  him  instantly. 

First  wharf-boat  built  by  J.  M.  Levy. 

First  hardware  and  tin  store  opened  by  M.  Manville. 

1851 —  First  court  house  huilt.    Erected  by  subscription,  to  secure  the  county  seat. 
First  lawyer  to  settle  in  La  Crosse,  Edwin  Flint.    Claim  adjoined  Myrick 's  on  the  esst. 
Urst  minister  settled  in  La  Crosse,  Rev.  George  Chester,  July  15.  Methodist. 

First  hotels  opened  by  Simeon  Kellogg  and  "Scoots"  Miller,  the  former  the  Western 
Enterprise,  comer  of  Pearl  and  Front  streets,  and  the  latter  in  a  two-Story  log  and  fiamo  hooK 
on  the  corner  of  Front  and  State  streets  called  the  La  Crosse  House. 

First  snrvey  of  a  town  plat  by  William  Hood,  Myriek,  Miller  and  Lient  Oct.  Toothy 
Burns,  on  the  original  Myrick  plat,  extending  from  La  Crosse  River  to  Mt.  Vernon  street. 

First  town  election  in  April.  Thirty-six  votes  polled.  Precinct  embraced  all  of  La  Crosse 
and  Monroe  Counties. 

First  town  officials :  Chairman,  Timothy  Burns ;  Supervisor,  C.  A.  Stevens ;  Justices, 
Robert  Looney,  J.  Hcan  :  Treasorer,  James  Read;  Town  Snperintendnit,  Lodowtc  Lewis; 
Clerk,  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis. 

First  eounty  eleetion ;  Judge,  Timothy  Bums ;  SherilF,  William  J.  Qibson ;  Treasarar, 
Peter  Burns ;  Retzister  of  Deeds,  William  T.  Price  :  Clerk  of  Board,  Robert  LoOBej. 

First  County  Judge,  who  served  in  that  capacitv,  Hon.  George  Gale. 

First  court  held  in  new  court  house  by  Judge  Wyram  Knowlton  ;  Wm.  J.  Gibeon,  Sheriff- 
Only  buainesa  transacted,  the  drinking  of  a  botUe  of  brandy,  presaited  by  J.  M.  Ltvy. 
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Fint  order  of  County  Commissioners,  one  to  pay  F.  M.  Rublee  92.50  for  two  blank 
boob. 

First  meeting  of  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  Members  :  Timothv  Burns,  of  La  Crosse  ; 
J.  Spaulding,  of  Albion ;  Charles  Whipple,  of  Pine  Valley ;  Robert  Looney»  Clerk ;  Judge 
Wyram  Knowlton,  presiding. 

1852 — First  meeting  for  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Railmd. 

First  church  built  (Baptist),  northwest  corner  of  public  square,  on  State  and  Foorth  alrMtS. 
First  newspaper,  the  Spirit  of  the  Time«,  A.  D.  La  Due,  editor. 

First  BawHBiu  built  in  L*  Orooe  oi^  at  month  of  the  river  of  that  nanie,  hy  J.  8.  Sinnoii^ 
t«B.  F.  M  Rublee  and  S.  T.  Smith. 

First  ornnisation  of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational  Churches,  Janaary  22.  Revs.  W.  U. 
Oud  and  J.  C.  Bherwin,  Pkaton. 

First  murder  in  the  eonnty,  that  of  Dant,  by  a  yonng  man  named  Watte— a  Tery  eold« 
blooded,  brutal  affair. 

First  organisation  of  the  Bible  Society  of  La  Crosse,  in  the  old  coart  house. 

First  road  laid  ont  from  La  Crosse  to  William  Pettitt'a,  twenty-eeven  milei  north,  now  the 
ate  of  the  town  of  Sperta. 

BBUIMIflOBiron  AND  PBR80MAL  SKKTOHM. 

In  the  succeeding  pages  are  given  those  historical  and  biographical  facts  which  can  be  told 
only  in  oonneetion  with  the  indiTimial  acta  of  the  pionoen.  The  flat  oontains  eome  of  the  beet 
known,  oldest,  and  most  respected  residents  of  La  Groese,  lome  of  whom  are  atill  living  to  enjoy 

the  fruits  of  honest  work  well  done. 

Nathan  Mvuick. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  universally  regarded  as  the  pioneer  settler  of  L:i  Crofse,  was  born 
at  Westport,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1822.  His  ancestors,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  were 
aBMDg  tiie  first  settlers  of  Westport,  being  pioneers  like  himself. 

He  wa.s  educated  in  the  academy  at  Westport,  and  was  engaged  as  an  assi^^tant  in  the  va- 
rious woolen,  saw  and  grist-mills  of  which  his  father  was  proprietor,  until  the  age  of  nineteen,  when 
he  concluded  to  strike  out  for  himself  and  make  a  home  in  the  great  West.  Leaving  Westport 
in  May,  1841,  he  reached  Prairie  du  Chien  in  June,  and  was  employed  by  Joseph  Brisbois  in 
the  post  office,  giving  his  services  for  his  board.  That  fall,  acting  on  the  advice  of  his  employer 
tad  his  own  judgment,  he  decided  to  embark  in  trade  with  the  Indians.  Procuring  a  suitable 
ontfit  of  goods,  obtained  largely  upon  credit,  and  the  loan  of  a  forty-ton  ke^boat  from  Gen. 
Brooks,  commandant  nf  that  pose,  he  left  Prairie  du  Chien  November  4,  taking  with  him  H.  Cur- 
tiss,  who  was  on  his  w^  with  some  goods  to  Black  River.  Sailing  and  poling  the  boat  by 
tarns,  they  reached  La  Crosse  at  snneet,  November  9.  Finding  no  fiiM  on  the  shore,  they  crossed 
over  to  the  island,  which  was  densely  wooded.  A  .similar  reason  induced  him  to  build  upon  it, 
there  being  no  timber  upon  the  prairie.  In  a  week  he  had  built  and  moved  into  a  double  log 
house.  At  this  time,  to  use  his  own  words,  "there  was  no  white  man  in  the  vicinity."  The 
Indians  were  absent  at  Turkey  River,  in  Iowa,  about  fifty  miles  west  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  to 
receive  their  annuities — about  $'20  per  head.  Myrick  thinks  a  total  of  848,000  wjis  paid  them 
in  these  yearly  payments.  If  so,  the  Winnebagoes  most  have  numbered  2,400  souls.  In  a 
couple  of  weeks  the  Indians  returned.  Myrick  drove  a  brisk  trade,  and  bj  the  middle  of  De> 
cember  was  out  of  many  articles.  On  the  l8th  of  that  month  he  crossed  the  river,  partly  on 
the  ice  and  partly  by  canoe,  and,  taking  an  Indian  trail  under  the  bluff's,  afoot  and  alone, 
wended  his  way  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  which  he  reached  Dec.  22,  having  laid  by  one  day  on  the 
nate.  He  retamed  in  January  on  the  ice,  with  several  teams  loaded  with  goods  and  provisions. 
He  employed  two  men  during  the  winter  in  getting  ottt  faei  for  steauers,  wnioh  Myriok  banked, 
hauling  it  with  a  hand  sled. 
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Soon  after  his  return,  he  was  attacked  bj  two  Indiana  whom  he  had  invited  to  t*lce  bmk- 
fint  with  him,  one  of  whom  fired  on  him  when  bnt  a  rod  dlstan^  the  gnn  ibrtmmtely  toMag 
fire.    Mvrick  sprang  into  the  house  and  fired  back,  the  Indians  still  firing  at  the  door  and  win« 

dow.  Myrick  and  a  companion  sallied  out  and  fired  upon  the  Indians,  who  were  re-enforced  bj 
their  red  brethren,  thore  being  some  twenty  camps  or  wigwams  on  the  island.  The  two  wbit< 
men  re-entered  the  home,  whieh  wto  barricaded  and  defended  Tigoronsly  for  an  hoar  or  non. 
Soon  after  the  firing  ceased,  a  rap  was  heard  at  tlie  door,  which  was  not  opened  till  it  was 
known  that  a  white  man  was  seeking  admission.  This  proved  to  be  Alexis  Bailev,  on  his  retnra 
from  a  trip  up  the  river,  who  had  been  attneted  by  the  firing.  He  asked  the  Indiaai  Ae 
occasion  of  it,  bnt  conld  get  no  explanation.  Aa  the  originators  had  been  seen  previously  it 
Mr.  La  Batts',  an  Indian  trader  four  miles  below,  it  was  supposed  he  had  instigated  the  att*ck 
to  get  rid  of  a  rival.  The  actual  occasion  for  the  outbreak  was  never  definitely  ascertained.  La 
BftttB  only  remained  till  1842,  being  nnable  longer  to  obtain  goods  of  the  Amerieen  Vm  Oon> 
peny,  who  now  sold  to  Myrick  only. 

In  Februan^,  1842,  timber  was  hewed  for  a  house  on  the  prairie,  and  hauled  to  its  place 
with  a  hand  ded.  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  who  was  then  trading  thirty  miles  below,  near  the  mooth 
of  Coon  Slough,  came  up  withe  load  of  provisions  for  the  Indians,  who  wire  then  encampedos 
Black  River  where  Onalaska  now  stands.  On  his  retom,  Myriok  got  his  help  a  few  days  to  pit 
up  the  new  residence  and  store,  and  moved  in. 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  Myriok  pot  his  fitrs  on  the  keel-boet  used  on  his  first  wentme  np 
the  river,  and  started  for  Prairie  du  Chien.  On  the  way  he  overtook  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  who  wa 
in  a  canoe.  Taking  him  on  board,  they  completed  the  journey  together.  Before  returning, 
Myriok  offered  Miller  half  his  clum  and  profits  to  become  a  partner,  an  offer  with  which  Miller 
readily  complied,  and  they  returned  together  in  a  large  oanoe.  In  June,  Miller  went  down  to 
Rock  River,  an<l  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen.  In  his  ab<»enre,  Myrick  spaded  a  patch  of  ground 
for  a  garden,  and  on  bis  return  with  the  oxen,  the  boundaries  of  their  claim  were  marked  oat, 
•and  e  pieoe  of  ground  plowed,  whioh  was  planted  with  potatoes,  on  Blocks  6,  7  and  19  of  the 
•original  plat. 

In  the  summer  of  1842-^3,  Dr.  Snow  and  Philip  Jacobs  came  and  went  into  trade.  At 
ihe  same  time  Myrick  had  some  hewed  pine  lumber  got  out  on  Black  River,  and  put  up  a  comfor^ 
•able  dwelling  of  20x30,  finished  on  the  inside  with  lath  and  plaster,  and  outside  with  siding, 
and  havinc;  a  shingle  roof  To  this  was  added  an  ell,  12x16,  and  a  oistern.  This  was  the  fiiit 
good  improvement  on  the  prairie. 

In  Jnne,  1848,  Myrick  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  bought  a  sto<^  of  goods,  and  in 
August  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  E.  Ismon,  of  Essex  County.  He  returned  in  September, 
bringing  with  him  Miss  Louisa  Pierson,  who  passed  the  winter  in  his  fitmily,  and  then  made  a 
Tisit  to  friends  in  Illinois.  These  two  ladies  were  the  first  white  women  to  fiivor  La  Croise 
with  their  presence.  Of  his  return,  Myrick  says  he  came  via  the  Erie  Canal  from  Troy  to 
Bufialo.  thence  by  steamer  to  Chicago,  a  trip  of  five  or  six  days,  then  by  stage  for  a  week  ^1 
^ralena,  waiting  nine  davs  at  the  latter  place  for  a  boat  to  La  Crosse,  the  entire  trip  re^uirmg 
nearly  a  month.  The  ffrst  draft  sent  home  to  pay  for  goods  was  six  we^s  on  the  way,  and  did 
not  arrive  till  after  payment  was  due.  On  a  second  return  from  the  East  in  1847,  he  made  the 
trip  via  Baltimore  to  Cumberland  by  rail,  thence  by  stage  to  Pittsburgh,  then  by  boat  to  St.  Lonis, 
and  the  same  to  La  Crosse.  Myrick  and  Miller  were  the  owners  originally  of  the  river  frmit, 
their  claim  extending  from  La  Crosse  RiTor  to  the  section  line  on  Mount  Temon  street,  and 
extendin/T  oast  to  5tli  street.  This  plat  was  surveyed  in  1842  by  Ira  Brunson,  of  Prairie  "la 
Chien,  the  lots  being  made  GO  feet  front  and  150  deep,  with  a  20-foot  alley  in  the  rear. 
Being  laid  oat  to  oorrespond  with  the  riyer,  while  the  remainder  of  the  city  was  made  to  oorr»- 
spond  with  the  points  of  the  compass,  produces  the  peculiar  angle  so  noticable  to  strangei^. 
which  is  confined  wholly  to  the  section  included  betweeen  the  river  and  Jay  and  Sixth  streets. 

In  1847,  one  of  the  heaviest  freshets  ever  known  occurred  in  Black  River.  Myrick  k,  Miller 
liad  made  a  laige  invettm«it  on  that  stream  in  logs,  lamber,  booms,  etc,  whioh  were  all  swept 
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vnj.  This  event  made  such  a  change  in  My  rick's  affairs  that  he  was  induced  to  leave  La 
Crosse  and  go  to  St.  Paul.  His  losses  in  this  flood  footed  up  to  a  total  of  over  9^0,000.  He 
left  in  1848,  giving  Miller  a  half-interest  in  the  town  site.  In  I80I,  he  sold  his  whole  interest 
in  La  Crosse  to  Lieut.  Qov.  Burns,  vis. :  in  the  town  site  and  the  Bunnell  claim.  Afterward, 
Bani  deeded  Mjriek  eii»'fi»iirth  of  die  town  site.  At  one  time  die  whole  site  was  held  ae 
f;)!lows:  Hjriok,  one-feorth;  Bnnie,  4me>fonrdi;  Dnnnd  k  Hill,  ono'finirth;  Miller,  one- 
fourth. 

When  Myrick  &  Miller  held  the  original  site  of  the  first  plat  the  adjoining  land  was  held 
u  follows :  The  Cameron  claim  extended  m>m  Mt.  Vernon  street  south  to  Division  street;  Asa 

White's  claim  from  Division  street  to  Mississippi  street;  Dr.  Bunnell's  claim  taking  in  seventy 
seres  at  the  lower  end  of  the  prairie  adjoining  White.  Myrick  has  never  ceased  to  be  a  pioneer. 
Since  going  to  St.  Paul  he  has  established  tnding>poBts  at  Watab,  Long  Prairie,  Traverse  de 
f^ionx.  La  Sieur,  Pembina,  etc.  He  has  also  made  several  ventures  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
met  with  severe  and  repeated  losses  both  in  his  investments  in  business  and  in  faith  in  his  fel- 
loV'nan.  His  generons  nature  has  repeatedly  made  him  the  Tietim  of  misplaced  eonfideoes^ 
but  all  that  he  has  lost,  all  that  he  has  endured  in  a  long  and  busy  life,  in  the  very  outskirts  m 
civiliration,  have  not  changed  his  inborn  geniality,  his  generous  disposition,  or  his  conGdcnce  in 
humanity.  In  person,  he  is  an  Anakim,  standmg  six  feet  four  inches  in  his  stockings,  erect  in 
Ibns,  said  of  most  kindly  address  and  presenoe« 

John  Mkvkk  Levy, 

One  of  the  first  settlers  in  La  Crosse  was  bom  in  London,  Eng.,  in  the  year  1820,  his 
Itarnits,  Meyer  and  Kv  >   Wonn^i  Levy,  being  natives  of  Germany.    His  father  was  a  readerin 

the  synagogue,  though  not  a  regular  rabbi.    John  spent  his  younger  days  largely  at  school,  part 
of  the  time  in  Amsterdam,  Holland.    After  living  about  six  years  with  an  older  sister  in  Paris, 
he  emigrated  to  America  in  1837.    A  abort  time  was  spent  in  travelmg  before  he  settled  in  8t. 
l.^ai?,  and  was  there  engaged  in  a  mercantile  house  about  four  years.     Early  in  1H44,  he  went 
up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Prairie  du  Chien.    lie  remained  there  till  the  next  year,  when  he 
ns  indaeed  to  come  to  La  Crosse  by  Samnel  Snow,  who,  finding  him  quite  unwell  daring  one 
of  his  visits,  said  :     If  you  will  move  up  there  with  me  I  will  divide  with  you,  and  urn  sure  you- 
will  never  get  sick  in  such  a  place."    Levy  accepted,  and,  in  the  summer  of  1845,  they  came 
throogb  by  team,  the  two  being  the  first  white  men  to  make  such  a  trip.    On  the  wuy  they 
pmed  through  Mormon  Cooley,  of  which  Phillip  Young  and  James  Conley  were  occupants. 
They  took  a  farm  near  the  mouth  of  State  Road  Cooley.    They  paid  Jacob  Spaulding  ^1^0  for 
his  claim  and  shantv  on  the  site  of  the  International  Hotel,  and  at  once  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  store  north  of  the  shanty,  which  was  situated  on  Front  street.    They  sent  to  Prairie 
<lo  Chien  for  a  carpenter  named  Manahan,  Levy,  meanwhile,  going  to  Black  River  for  the  lum- 
i>er.    The  building  was  completed  in  1846,  and  was  the  first  frame  dwelling  erected  between 
P^rie  du  Ohien  and  Red  Wing,  on  the  river,  a  distance  of  180  miles.    At  the  time  of  Levy's 
soning,  the  total  population  was  but  eighteen,  of  whom  thirteen  were  males  and  five  females. 
Among  the  former  were  N.  Myrich,  George  Fetlierline,  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  Asa  White,  Samuel 
Snow  and  G.  Houghton,  the  first  three  of  whom  had  families.    These  are  believed  to  have  been 
all  who  lived  within  the  present  eity  limits.    For  the  first  three  years  after  Levy's  arrival  the 
""ttlcment  remained  almnst  stationary.    At  this  time  barely  half  a  dozen  steamers  came  up  the 
river  yearly,  the  trips  being  made  in  the  spring  and  the  fall  to  carry  supplies  to  the  Indians  and 
to  the  nmson  at  Fort  Snelling.   In  1847,  commissioners  came  with  surveyors  to  locate  die 
school  lands  (16th  section)  and  swamp  lands  for  the  State.    Petor  Burns  waa  one  of  those 
employed  in  this  work.    During  this  year.  Levy  and  Miller,  in  their  capacity  as  delegates,  went 
to  a  Democratic  Convention  at  Liberty  Pole,  in  Crawford  County,  to  nominate  the  first  Repre- 
sentative to  the  Legislature.    On  the  way  homeward  they  became  separated  on  tlie  ri<lge,  about 
twenty  miles  from  La  Crosse,  Miller  going  ahead,  after  a  severe  fall,  having  been  helped  on  his 
horse  by  Levy,  whose  steed  escaped  while  engaged  in  his  Samaritan  work.    Levy  lost  the  way, 
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and  was  absent  for  three  days,  subsisting  on  acorns  till  the  third  day.  when  he  made  his  wsjte 
the  house  of  a  settler  named  Young,  at  Bad  Ax,  nearly  a  score  of  miles  below,  in  an  almost  fiut- 
ished  condition  and  nearly  naked,  his  clothing  being  torn  to  shreds  by  the  onderbmih  airf 
bushes  through  which  he  was  compelled  to  make  his  way.    Miller,  in  the  meantime,  was  callei 
on  to  acoouDt  for  Levy's  absence,  which,  of  course,  he  was  unable  to  do.    The  inquirici 
beearae  more  premng  and  importunate  each  day,  and  Miller  more  and  more  daied  and  bewil. 
dered.    Had  Levy  never  put  in  an  appemraneo  there  is  no  question  bat  that  **8eoDts  "  would 
have  been  held  accountable  for  his  disappearance.    The  first  religious  services  were  held  this 
season  in  Levy's  bouse  by  Revs.  Buck,  Merrill,  Wilcoxson  and  Holcomb  on  the  first  Sundaj 
preeeding  St.  John's  Day,  an  anniversary  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  fiiUing  upon  JnneSi 
Levy's  house  was  pressed  into  service  by  his  own  free  will  and  assent,  by  all  denominations,  and 
also  for  meetings  of  a  secular  character.    Levy  and  Snow  engaged  in  trade  with  the  Indiaiu 
from  their  first  coming  until  1849,  when  the  latter  wore  remoTcd  to  thdr  reeerration  on  Crow 
River,  whither  Snow,  and  White,  the  Indian  trader,  with  a  squaw  wife,  accompanied  them. 
This  step  necessitated  a  dissolution  of  partnership,  which  was  effected  on  thi«basi^<:    Snow  took 
the  farm  and  Levy  the  land  claim  purchased  of  Spaulding,  while  the  ^ooda  and  iudiaa  supplies 
were  equally  divided.    At  the  same  time.  Levy  pnrchaMd  White'e  daim,  and  thus  came  into 
possession  of  about  one-third  of  the  river  front.    (As  this  was  about  the  first  transaction  in  real 
estate,  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  the  various  claims  which  was  accom- 
l^ished  by  running  a  furrow  around  the  different  tracts,  which,  it  is  needless  to  add,  was  »<mu 
oblitefated  by  the  shifting  sand.)    About  this  time.  Levy  built  a  frame  hotel,  containing  ten 
rooms,  on  the  comer  of  Front  and  Pearl,  called  the  "  Western  Enterprise,"  of  which  Simeon 
Kellogg  was  the  first  landlord.    During  the  year  1847,  Levy  had  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
mail  ftom  Prairie  dn  Ohien  to  Ft.  Snelling.   He  made  the  tripe  between  the  Ibrmer  place  and 
La  Crosse,  while  a  partner.  Rnow,  tonic  charge  of  the  northern  end  of  the  route.    The  roun  i 
trip  took  two  weeks,  and  the  pay  was  about  ^80.    In  1851,  Willie  Levy,  a  most  promising 
child  of  seven  years,  while  engaged  in  watering  his  horse  at  the  foot  of  Pearl  street,  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  fall  before  the  animal  as  it  turned  to  leave  the  river,  and  was  instantly  killed, 
having  his  head  stepped  upon,  the  sharp  calks  of  the  shoe  penetrating  the  brain.    It  was  all 
done  in  a  moment,  in  his  father  s  presence,  who  was  powerless  to  aid.    This  was  the  first  acci- 
dental deaih.    About  the  year  1851,  the  first  wharf-boat  was  built  by  Levy  and  kept  at  ibe  foot 
of  Pearl  street.    Tt  did  not  fully  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  and,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  year,  he  took  ofl'  the  upper  portion,  and,  commencing  the  erection  of  a  dock, 
extending  beyond  the  boat,  he  included  the  hull  in  the  work.    This  was  the  first  dock,  and 
proved  a  great  convenience  fi)r  years.   It  was  185  foet  In  loigth  on  the  river,  and  extended  back 
probably  75  to  80  feet. 

In  the  winter  of  1850-51,  the  charter  of  the  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  having  been 
granted,  the  place  at  once  became  an  object  of  interest.  He  fhtnre  growth  and  prosperity  now 
being  regarded  aj^  a  fixed  fact.  Hon.  T.  B.  Stoddard,  of  New  York,  and  A.  D.  La  Due  ca:;  e 
that  spring  and  bought  a  half  interest  in  White's  original  claim  of  J.  M.  Levy,  which  comprised 
sixty-three  acres.  Myrick,  Miller  and  Burns,  who  held  the  plat  extending  from  La  Crosse 
River  to  Mount  Vernon  street  on  the  south,  and  nearly  to  Sixth  street  on  we  east,  were  then 
having  the  streets  run  out  in  their  original  plat.  La  Due,  Stoddard,  Cameron  and  Lew,  tried 
to  induce  them  to  extend  the  streets  through  their  claims  also,  thus  insuring  a  uniform  system 
of  straight  streets,  and  suggesting  that  all  the  -river  front  be  vacated  for  a  levee.  These  were 
admirable  suggestions  and  it  is  strange  they  were  not  carried  into  cfTcct.  This  year  La  Crosse 
made  a  wonderful  stride  forward.  From  a  dozen  shanties  in  the  spring,  the  number  waa  donbled 
in  the  fall,  and  an  even  greater  increase  of  inhabitants.  Among  these  were  the  most  talented 
and  prominent  citizens  who  have  ever  made  this  city  their  residence,  as  Hon.  T.  B.  Stoddard, 
Lieut.  Gov.  Burns,  F.  M.  Rublee,  William  Hood,  Col.  Carlton,  Milton  Barlow,  0.  F.  and  S.  T. 
Smith,  George  Farnham,  Moses  Anderson,  H.  G.  Hubbard,  C.  Looney,  Hon.  George  Gale, 
Howard  Cramer,  Revs.  Sherwin,  Garr  and  Blder  Reynolds,  and  Qeorge  Howsid. 
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About  IBrjI),  Levy  built  a  warehou'e,  and,  becoming  agent  for  the  steamboat  companies, 
conilacted  a  large  forwarding  business.  This  he  oontiDoed  until  1857,  when  he  opened  a  baok, 
md  in  •  few  months  fhiled,  with  thousands  of  other  business  men,  paying,  however,  every  dollar 
which  he  owed  depositors.  In  1858,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade,  bat  afterward  sold  his 
interest  to  Charles  B.  Solbere.  He  then  encrnjT'ed  in  real  estate  operations,  which  he  continuecl 
notil  the  aatumn  of  187t>,  when  he  agam  became  a  forwarding  and  commission  merchant.  At 
wodry  times  during  these  years,  Mr.  Levy  had  many  baildings  erected,  some  ibr  his  own  iis» 
■nd  some  to  rent.  He  built  the  Augusta  House  in  1857,  and  was  receiving  the  rent  of  it  when, 
in  March,  1862,  it  waa  swept  away,  together  with  a  dozen  other  buildings  owned  by  himself,  and 
three  limes  as  many  owned  by  other  fMrties.  Althongh'  he  has  met  with  frequent  rererseSy 
he  has  never  become  disheartened.  No  man  in  La  Crosse  is  more  pluclvv.  or  full  of  business. 
He  saw  the  last  wigwam  disappear  long  since,  and  where,  thirty-six  years  ago,  he  found  but  three 
fiimilies,  be  now  sees  a  city  of  16,000  inhabitants,  who  justly  look  upon  him  as  one  of  the 
&thera  of  La  Crosse,  as  he  is  at  present  the  oldest  living  resident.  He  has  been  elected  Mayor 
three  times,  has  been  an  Alderman  about  eight  years,  and  has  always  looked  well  to  the  interests  of 
the  city.  Though  not  partisan  in  his  politics,  he  has  very  pronounceil  views,  and  has  been  a  firm 
aphoid'er  of  the  Deroocratio  fidth.  He  is  prominent  in  his  connection  with  the  Masonio  frater- 
nity. He  waa  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Roy;il  Arch  Masons  «.'leven  years; 
bts  been  Treasurer  of  both  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  La  Crosse,  and  is  the  oldest  member,  in 

8 lint  of  time,  in  joining  them.  E(e  is  who  one  of  ^the  trustees  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
'aai  B'rith,  a  Jewish  secret  society. 

Samt'el  T.  Smith 

Samuel  T.  Smith,  the  first  man  to  run  a  temperance  and  anti-gambling  steamboat  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivera,  was  bom  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  May  9, 1801.   His  maternal 

grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His  father,  Noah  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Long  Lshmd, 
and  bis  mother  of  Lyme,  Conn.  His  father  lived  in  Delaware  County  until  1812,  when,  with 
wx  other  families,  he  moved  to  Ohio.  Reaching  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  they  built  a  flat-boat  and 
floated  down  to  Cincinnati,  reaching  there  in  October. 

The  next  year,  he  moved  to  a  tract  of  land  three  miles  from  the  city,  and  opened  a  farm  ; 
Samuel,  at  the  same  time,  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  store,  remaining  in  and  near  the  city,  merchan- 
dising and  fiurming,  until  1828.  In  April  of  that  year,  he  visited  the  Galena  lead  mines,  and, 
daring  the  next  month,  went  into  Wisconsin — at  that  time  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory- 
Stopping  about  half  way  between  the  present  sites  of  Potosi  and  Piatteville,  he  built  a  cabin  and 
engaged  in  mining  for  one  year. 

He  afterward  went  to  Galena  and  taught  school  two  years,  and  there,  in  1831,  organised  the 
Snt  Sunday  school  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Returning  to  Cincinnati  in  1832,  he  farmed  a 
abort  time,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade  in  that  city,  and  continued  it  until 
1840.  He  then  built  his  "  Sunday-keeping  "  steamboat,  and  ran  it  and  others  tar  nine  years  od 
the  Ohio  an«l  Mississippi  Rivers,  and  tributaries  of  the  latter. 

In  1849,  while  his  steamboat  was  at  the  St.  Louis  Landing  it  was  burnt,  with  twenty-two 
other  steamboats  and  seven  Mocks  of  city  buildings.  Immediatdy  after  this  calamity,  he  opened 
*  ^Jry-goods  store  in  that  city.  In  July,  IS.'il,  he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  then  a  village  of  about 
fifty  genuine  settlers.  Here  he  continued  the  mercantile  trade  between  two  and  three  years,  and^ 
m  1to8,  opened  the  land  agency,  which  he  has  continued  ever  since,  at  the  same  time  engaging 
mere  or  leas  in  &nning.  Mr.  Smith  was  early  taught  that  riches  take  to  themselves  wings,  and 
be  was  impressed  with  the  truthfulness  of  the  Scriptural  statements,  when,  in  the  crash  of  18,37, 
he  lost  a  round  $100,000,  and  half  that  sum  in  a  similar  visitation  in  1857,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
sodden  reduction  of  his  steamboat  to  ashes,  just  as  be  bad  painted  it  and  was  about  to  sell  it,  and 
minor  losses  in  La  Crosse  by  fires.  Pecuniarily  Mr.  Smith  is  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
His  wealth,  however,  is  not  aU  of  this  world — he  is  rich  toward  God."  Few  Christian  lives 
have  been  more  oonslstent  or  more  noteworthy.  When  he  landed  in  what  la  now  the  State  of 
Wieeonala  in  1828,  he  knelt  down  alone,  in  the  solitode  <^the  finest)  nnder  a  lai]ge  oak  tree,  and 
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took  possession  of  the  land  in  the  name  of  his  Master.  Shortly  after  reaching  La  Crosse  on  the 
22d  of  January,  1852,  he  gathered  the  few  Baptist  people  (fourteen  in  all),  and  a  church  wm 
(nganiied  at  his  boose.  He  brought  with  bim  to  La  Crone  tbree  or  four  fiuniliee,  seven  ou** 
hers  of  wbloh  were  Baptists.  He  was  chosen  the  first  Deacon,  and  has  held  that  oflbwIbrMHly 
thirty  years.  The  Congregational ists  met  at  his  house  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  hour, 
and  the  ministers  present  assisted  each  other  in  organizing  the  two  churches.  On  the  22d  of 
January,  1877,  the  two  Christian  bodice  agMtt  met,  and  obMrred  their  quarter>ecDtenoial,  upon 
which  occa.sion  Deacon  Smith  read  an  inten.sely  interesting  history  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
has  had  two  wives,  the  first  being  Miss  Martha  Ellen  Longley,  of  Cheviot,  Ohio,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1827.  She  died  in  1884,  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  To  bii 
second  wife.  Miss  Sarah  Hildretb,  of  Cincinnati,  he  was  married  in  1835.  They  have  bad  elevm 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living.  Orrin  L.,  the  only  child  hy  his  first  wife  now  living,  is  mtr- 
ried  and  residing  in  La  Crosse.  The  eldest  daughter,  widow  of  the  late  Jacob  P.  Wbelpley,  with 
ber  three  ohildren,  is  living  with  her  &tber ;  another  daughter  is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Card,  ef  La 
Crosse,  and  a  third  is  the  wife  of  Spencer  Way.  of  Rockford,  111. 

Of  the  many  interesting  anecdotes  of  Deacon  Smith's  nine  years  of  steamboat  life,  we 
mention  the  fellowing:  As  ne  was  start in<T  on  bis  first  trip  from  Cincinnati  to  Pittsbugh, 
two  fast  young  Southerners  came  on  board,  and  before  the  boat  was  fiurly  under  way  hega  to 
inquire  for  the  card  tuble  and  the  bar.  Capt.  Smith  politely  informed  them  that  there  was 
nothing  of  the  kind  on  board ;  that  neither  drinkine  nor  gambling  was  allowed  on  his  boat : 
that  be  had  a  good  library,  and  be  hoped  tbej  wonM  make  free  nee  of  it,  and  that  when  they 
reached  Pittsburgh,  if  they  were  not  satisfied  with  tihdff  accommodutioiis.  he  would  refund  the 
money.  They  used  his  books  very  liberally,  one  of  them  reading  through  Knowles'  Life  of 
Ann  H.  Judson,  and  both  becoming  thoroughly  absorbed  in  literary  recreations.  When  near 
Pittsburgh,  tbej  went  on  the  hurricane  deck  and  reminded  the  Captain  that  tbey  were  near  tlie 
end  of  the  voyage,  and  he  asked  them  if  they  wanted  their  fare  refunded.  They  told  him 
frankly  that  when  they  came  on  board  and  found  no  bar,  they  made  up  their  minds  to  jump  off 
at  the  firtt  wood-pile  landing;  that  on  the  whole,  however,  tbej  had  been  greatly  pleMsd. 
actually  delightet!  with  tlio  trip,  niul  that  if  they  had  occasion  to  make  the  tame  trip  agMB,  if 
necessary  they  would  wait  three  days  for  the  sake  of  getting  his  boat. 

Prtek  Cameron. 

Peter  Cameron,  born  in  Deerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y.,  about  1810;  son  of  Donald  Cam- 
eron. When  young,  about  seventeen  years  old,  he  clerked  for  Colin  McVean,  in  Caledonia, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  T.;  at  twentv-two  he  came  West;  he  peddled  all  the  way  from  tJtiea, 

N.  Y.,  to  the  Mississippi.  In  Michigan,  he  met  Mrs.  Emma  Clayton,  a  woman  with 
a  career  and  a  history,  even  then,  at  that  time,  havinir  a  third  livintj  husband.  She  joinei 
Peter,  and  together  they  came  to  La  Crosse.  To  this  day,  it  is  claimed  by  many  residents  tha: 
diey  were  never  married.  Tlie  writer  has  assurance  from  the  very  best  authority,  that  tbey 
were  married  by  II.  -I.  B.  Miller,  the  event  being  brought  about  by  prudential  reas«jns;  in 
other  words,  to  avoid  threatened  criminal  prosecution.  In  1843,  Maj.  Coons  and  Mr.  Scott 
made  a  elaim  adjoining  that  of  Myrick  and  Miller.  Leaving  it  fer  a  time^  it  was  jumped  hy 
Peter,  who  succeeded  in  holding  it.  The  claim  extended  from  Moont  Vemon,  Division  street, 
to  Fifth  and  Sixth  .street,  and  became  very  valuable.  It  is  now  occupied  very  largely  by  mill- 
and  manulacturing  establishments.  He  also  owned  land  across  the  river  in  Minnesota  direcii\ 
opposite;  as  both  fronted  the  river  at  a  common  crossing,  the  spot  became  known  aa  Oameron  » 
Crossing.  After  his  arrival  in  La  Crosse,  he  gave  his  time  and  attention  to  real  eatat©.  He 
died  in  1855,  at  his  residence  below  La  Crosse,  the  old  house  still  remaining. 

James  M.  Garrett. 

An  emigrant  to  La  Crosse  in  1846,  coming  on  the  steamer  Falcon,  Capt  Morehouse  com 
mandiug.    The  nearest  settlement  was  at  Winneshiek,  so  called  after  an  Indian  chief,  now 
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Vnown  as  De  Soto.  The  site  of  the  city  was  most  unproniis'fnjr.  consisting  of  barren  land  for 
Ltlf  a  mile  from  the  river.  The  only  residents  here  then  were  Miller  i.V  My  rick,  E.  A.  Hatch, 
their  employes.  Dr.  Bunnell,  Dateh  Charley,  Hnsk  Carrel,  John  Somerville,  the  two  Naglee, 
and  Heniy  Atchison,  a  refugee  from  the  patriot  war  in  Canada.  The  Indians  were  numerous, 
but  the  Winnebagoes  were  the  only  tribe  in  this  vicinity,  though  an  occasional  Sioux  came  to 
trade  or  to  fish  and  hnnt.  No  tronble  aroee  between  the  settlers  and  the  Indiana.  There  were 
four  ladies.  Mesdames  Myrick,  Miller  and  Cameron,  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Bunnell.  The 
Falcon  made  three  trips  during  the  season,  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul.  Capt.  Orrin  L.  Smith, 
now  of  Chicago,  was  then  running  the  Nominee  from  Galena  to  St.  Paul.  He  was  a  rigid 
obemer  of  the  Sabbath,  tying  up  his  boat  at  18  P.  M.  of  Saturday  till  the  same  time  Sunday, 
regardless  of  his  stopping  place.  Crops  were  raised  with  difficulty  and  consisted  mostly  of 
potatoes  and  Syrian  corn.  Garret  and  Carrel  were  hired  by  J.  M.  Levy,  at  a  dollar  a  day  and 
beard,  for  two  weeke,  to  shoot  blaekbirds  and  preserve  the  com  of  a  OTe-acre  field.  Onarles 
Solberg,  who  was  at  work  for  Levy  at  $8  per  month,  was  put  to  the  work  of  gathering  it.  Tho 
first  cemetery  was  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Powers  pump  shop,  corner  of  Third  and  Bad- 
ger itretts.  It  was  in  use  ten  years  or  more.  In  warm  weather,  mails  came  by  steamer,  and  in 
the  wmter  were  naoally  taken  to  and  from  Prairie  da  Ghien^by  some  half-breed. 

Mrs.  Bkrkkmmeyeb. 

Mrs.  Berkenmeyer  came  to  La  Oroese  in  July,  1847,  with  five  French  families  who  took 
farms  in  this  vicinity.  There  were  eleven  children  among  them.  None  of  the  original  settlers 
of  these  families  are  now  in  La  Crosse.  At  the  time  of  her  comingtbere  were  but  three  log 
boases  here,  via. :  Myriek  ft  Miller's,  near  La  Oroese  River,  Asa  white's,  an  Indian  trader 
witli  a  sijuaw  wife,  on  Front  street,  and  Dr.  BiinneH's,  about  where  the  International  Hotel 
DOW  Stands.  For  a  dozen  squares  back  from  the  river  the  land  was  a  waste  of  sand  ridges  and 
boUows.  Mr.  Ollivier,  husband  of  Mn.  Berkenmeyer,  died  within  three  weeks  after  their 
arrival.  There  was  no  preacher  here  or  religious  services  of  any  kind.  The  first  Catholic 
priest  was  Father  Tappert.  Wheat  was  raised  and  sent  to  Galena  to  mill.  It  was  almost  im- 
possible to  raise  corn,  owing  to  the  depredations  of  coons,  blackbirds,  etc.  The  Nagle  Brothers 
lost  a  field  of  forty  acres  in  this  way,  abont  1850,  not  getting  back  from  it  the  amount  of  seed 
I'l-inteil.  The  meal  obtained  was  so  coarse  they  had  to  sift  it  through  a  mosqoito  bar.  The 
tint  mill  was  built  in  Mormon  Cooley  by  a  Mr.  Ehler. 

Col.  Tn<»MA>-  B.  Stodd.mm). 
To  none  of  the  eariv  settlers  is  La  Crosse  so  much  indebted  for  making  the  advantages  of. 
Uiis  location  known  to  me  world  as  the  sabject  of  this  sketch,  with  whom  it  was  the  great  um 
and  object  of  his  being.  He  was  a  son  of  Richard  Stoddard,  of  Le  Roy,  Genesee  Co..  N.  Y., 
of  whicli  l)e  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  He  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  Genesee  County, 
when  it  embraced  all  of  New  York  west  of  the  Genesee  River,  viz.,  Erie,  Niagara  and  Chautauqua. 
He  won  great  personal  popularity,  and  was  a  leading  politician  of  the  Federal  party  of  that  seo- 
tion.  Thoma!*  R.  Stod(iard  was  born  in  1800,  Dcconibfr  11,  at  Canandaigua.  His  nioflier  was  a 
very  superior  woman,  and  had  received  a  classical  education.  His  only  sister,  Catharine,  mar- 
risd  John  B.  Skinner,  of  Wyoming,  Genesee  Gonntj,  in  1830,  and  died  in  1888.  In  his  yooth, 
he  passed  some  time  in  the  lodge  of  tlie  celebrated  chief  Red  Jacket,  where  he  learned  to  speak 
the  Senecft  tongue  most  fluently.  He  was  always  held  by  them  in  great  esteem,  and  wa.s  em- 
ployed by  them  to  settle  their  claims  with  the  Government.  He  was  very  precocious,  and  at 
tbe  age  of  Mveateen  wrote  the  play,  "  Fortune  Favors  the  Urave."  This  drama  had  a  mn  of 
fifty  nights  at  one  of  the  leading  theaters  in  New  York  City  ;  at  nineteen,  he  was  a  graduate  of 
Cnlambia  College,  and  at  twenty,  of  Yale.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the  noted  Aaron 
Burr.  He  was  on  intimate  terms  with  sveh  distinguished  men  as  Ohancellor  Kent  and  son, 
Judge  Spencer.  Silas  Wright.  DeWitt  Clinton,  and  had  the  esteem  and  eonfidence  of  Presidents 
Jackson,  Van  Buren  and  Polk. 
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He  practiced  law  for  ft  short  time  in  Buffalo,  and  lived  for  a  brief  time  at  Caturftogu 
Creek.   In  casting  ahont  for  a  loealion  in  the  West,  he  was  impresssd  with  the  fitvonUe  raea- 

tton  of  [ja  Crosse  as  a  point  destined  to  become  of  great  commercial  value,  and  this  fact  be  was 
nev«r  weary  of  trying  to  impress  on  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  early  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  "Gateway  City,"  and  predicted  the  building  of  every  railway  that  baa  since  been 
extended  to  this  place.  lie  came  here  in  1851,  and  was  instrumental  in  bavin);  the  county  er« 
ganized  and  set  off  from  Crawford.  In  companT  with  A.  D.  La  Due.  he  bought  a  half  interest 
in  White's  original  claim  of  sixty-three  acres,  of  J.  M.  Levy.  They  sought  to  have  the  sanrey 
nade  by  Myriek  k  Miller  of  their  original  plat  extending  through  their  land,  thus  making  oen> 
tinuoas  and  uniform  .straight  streets.  This  wa.^  not  done,  and  as  the  survey  was  made  parallel 
with  the  river,  while  subsequent  ones  were  made  to  run  with  the  points  of  the  compass,  an  aagl« 
has  been  formed  at  the  intersection  of  all  streets,  outside  of  the  Myriek  and  Miller  plat,  extend* 
ingfrom  La  Crosse  River  to  Mt.  Vernon  street  on  the  south,  and  Fifth  street  on  the  east.  He 
located  a  claim  on  what  was  known  as  the  Steven's  Addition,  and  left  Pet«r  Burns  upon  it  to  hold 
at  while  absent  on  a  trip  to  Sheboygan  for  his  family,  consisting  onl^  of  his  mother  and  ait 
adopted  sister.  Miss  Susan  de  France.  In  this  interval,  his  daim  was  jumped  bj  F.  M.  Rahles 
^nd  C.  A.  StLV(  ns,  who  droTo  Boms  swaj.  A  litifpition  of  three  ysait  enaosd  b«fim  the 
Colonel  secured  his  claim. 

He  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  B.  Hnbhard  in  the  practice  of  the  Uw,  and  on  the  oi]gaaisa> 
tion  of  the  city  was  made  its  first  Mayor,  being  elected  thereto  by  one  vote  cast  for  him  by  his 
opponent,  J.  M.  Levy.  lie  had  no  political  aspirations,  his  attention  being  given  to  the  mate- 
rial interests  of  the  place.  lie  was  a  candidate  for  the  Assembly  in  1862,  and  was  defeated  by 
Hanchett,  who  died  shortly  after  his  election. 

Provious  to  coming  to  La  Crosse,  he  was  interested  in  a  mining  scheme  in  Pennsylvania, 
near  Pittsburgh,  where  the  company  of  which  he  was  a  member  had  a  claim  of  eight  square 
miles.  At  one  time,  they  had  100  men  employed.  The  fiiilnre  of  a  prominent  cafNtaliat 
brought  matters  to  a  -standstill. 

Col.  Stoddard  was.tall,  spare  and  straight,  fully  six  feet  in  height,  with  brown  hair  and  eves, 
•od  very  nervous  and  quick  in  his  movements.  He  was  very  athletic,  a  good  shot,  and  a  person  of 
quick,  high  temper.  He  was  a  strenuous  advocate  of  the  code,  known  as  the  duello,  and  bad 
tnrco  affairs  of  honor,  if  not  more.  One  of  these  was  occasioned  by  some  parties  who  spirited 
his  carriage  away  while  he  was  attending  a  theater,  with  two  la<lics  in  charge.  As  was  expected 
«nd  designed,  the  Colonel  promptly  challenged  the  offending  party,  who,  having  ehoice  of 
weapons,  chose  knives  and  a  dark  room,  probably  exporting  a  back-down.  Stoddard  accepted 
without  hesitation  and  disabled  his  rival.  In  all  these  affairs  it  is  not  known  that  he  received  t 
greater  injury  than  the  disaUing  of  a  Uttie  finger. 

SrsAN  K.  1>E  Fkancf:. 

This  lady  was  the  adopted  sister  of  Col.  Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  who  might  well  be  atjkd 
the  benefactor  of  La  Orosse.  Her  parents,  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Fevre),  were  bolb 
natives  of  France.  They  emigrated  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.  Her  father  died  November,  1846,' at  the  early  age  of  thirty-eight,  in  Irving,  N.  Y., 
while  in  Government  employ  as  Superintendent  of  Cattaraugus  Harbor.  She  became  a  mea- 
her  of  the  family  of  Cf)l.  Stoddard  in  thi^  sprin:^  of  1S47.  The  Colonel  came  to  Wisconsin 
prior  to  1850 ;  his  family,  comprising  only  his  mother  and  Miss  De  France,  followed  in  18ol, 
going  to  Sheboygan  from  Buffalo  by  steamer,  thence  by  team  to  Tyehida  on  the  Fox  River, 
thence  to  Portage  on  the  Wisconsin ;  here  they  took  passage  on  the  steamer  Onaota,  having  t 
very  tedious  trip,  as,  on  account  of  low  water  and  the  many  obstructions  in  the  river,  the  boat 
was  obliged  to  lay  by  at  night  The  journey  from  Sheboygan  to  La  Crosse  occupied  eleven 
days.  The  first  view  of  their  future  home  was  anything  but  inspiring;  a  long  reach  of  gUsMa- 
ing,  barren  sand  skirted  the  river  front,  behind  which  was  a  rank  growth  of  coarse  grass,  and 
innumerable  sand  burrs;  closer  inspection,  however,  was  rewarded  with  the  sight  of  praine 
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flowers  in  great  variety  and  profusion.  The  land  now  embraced  between  the  river  and  Front, 
SieoBd  ind  Third  itreets  mm  mailced  by  land  hHls  and  eorreaponding  hollows.   There  were 

bet  five  or  six  houses  all  told  within  the  present  city  limits.  The  first  residence  occapied  by 
GoL  Stoddard  was  the  cabin  of  Asa  White,  an  old  Indian  trader,  with  a  meet  uncouth  sample 
of  a  Winnebago  squaw  for  a  wife.  He  and  Asa  Snow,  another  trader,  followed  the  Indians  a 
year  or  two  previous  to  their  going  to  their  reservation  on  Crow  River.  The  condition  of  the 
cabin  he  left  was  one  calculated  to  appul  the  stoutest  nerves.  The  walls  were  black  and  grimy 
with  NiQoke,  dirt  and  grease,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  scrape  them  down  with  a  hoe  to  get  at 
the  original  snrlhee;  it  possessed  bat  one  room  and  a  loft.  One  comer  was  partitioned  off  for 
Mrs.  Stoddard,  the  loft  was  given  to  Miss  De  France,  and  the  remaining  room  wa.s  in  turn  a 
kitchen,  sitting-room,  parlor,  office,  bedroom,  etc.  The  stairway  was  a  steep  ladder,  and  Miai 
De  Fiaoee  was  often  made  an  nnwilling  prisoner  in  the  loft  by  the  protraoted  call  or  visit  of 
persons  who  had  bositteBi  with  the  Colonel.  A  "  lean-to  "  waa  soon  added,  which  relieved  the 
pressure  upon  the  common  sitting-room ;  here  they  remained  for  two  years  and  a  half,  when  a 
&ew  residence  was  built  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  Ferry  streets  in  1854.  It  was  built  by  A.  D. 
La  Dne^  and  was  one  <^  the  first  ereeted  out  on  the  prurio. 

Hon.  Urokok  (Iale. 

This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Barlington,  Vt.,  the  youngest  son  of  Peter  and  Hannah 

Tottingham  Gale,  and  was  born  November  30, 1816.  He  liad  the  advantages  of  a  good  coramon- 
scbool  education,  and,  while  not  a  graduate  of  any  collie,  acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
the  higher  branefaes  of  mathematios  and  the  seienoes.  (^mmeneing  the  study  of  law  in  M arah, 
I'^SO,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841,  during  the  last  two  years  ilisi^harging  the  duties  of 
Postmaster  of  Waterbury  Center,  to  which  office  he  had  been  appointed  in  1*^40.  Removing 
ibortly  after  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  he  settled  at  Elkhorn,  Walworth  Co.,  where  he  began 
die  praetiee  of  hi.s  profession,  though  still  pursuing  his  studies  with  great  diligence.  During  his 
residence  he  was  electe<i  t<>  various  town  offices,  b^ng  at  one  time  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board, 
aod  also  of  the  County  Board  of  iSupenrisors. 

In  the  fall  of  l£i47,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Convention  to  form  a  State  Constitu- 
tion, and  served  on  the  Judiciary  Committee.  The  same  fall,  he  was  also  elected  District  Attor- 
ney of  Walworth  County,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1849,  a  State  Senator  for  two  years.  The  first  year 
is  the  Senate,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  the  second 
yssr,  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1851,  he  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  tho  appointment  of 
Brigadier  General  in  the  militia.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  removed  to  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  setded  at  Xia  Crosse.  That  fslt,  he  was  eleeted  County  Judge  for  the  term  or  lour  years  for 
the  counties  of  La  Crosse  and  Chippewa,  the  two  being  combined  for  judicial  purposes.  Having 

Crisdiction  in  common  law  as  well  as  probate,  the  office  was  an  important  one.  This  position 
rsrigned  January  1,  1854,  and  in  April,  1856,  was  eleeted  Jndee  of  the  SiziA  Judidal  QiT' 
cait,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Baffiilo,  Clark,  Jackson,  Monroe,  La  Creese,  Vernon  and  Craw- 
ford,  for  the  judicial  term  of  si.x  years,  commencing  January  1,  1857.  The  duties  of  this  office 
i>e  discharged  with  ability,  and  served  the  constitutional  term. 

During  Judge  Gales's  residence  at  La  Crosse,  he  urged  very  strongly  on  the  oitixeos  of  that 
place  the  importance  of  establishing  there  a  college  or  institution  of  learning  of  a  higher  order,  but 
the  country  being  new,  the  project  did  not  find  favor  with  the  people,  and  nothing  was  done  to 
carry  out  thw  design.  He  shortly  aftw  determined  to  found  a  town  and  eollege  on  his  own 
responsibility.  In  1853,  he  purchased  about  2,000  acres  of  land,  including  the  present  site  of 
Galesville  with  the  water-power  on  Beaver  Creek,  and  in  January,  1H54,  he  procured  from  the 
State  Legislature  the  organization  of  the  new  county  of  Trempealeau,  with  the  location  of  the 
County  seat  at  Galesville,  and  at  the  same  time  obtained  a  charter  for  a  Universi^,  to  be  located 
at  that  place.  A  Board  of  Trustees  was  o^jr^nizod  in  \H'>5,  and  the  edifice  commenced  in  1858. 
In  June,  1854,  the  village  plat  of  Galeeville  was  laid  out,  and  subsequently  mills  were  erected. 
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The  bailding  for  the  TTniversity  ww  earned  through  a  monetary  crisis  by  his  greftt  energf  ud 

financial  ability.     Ai^cr  the  gradnalion  of  the  first  class  in  Jaly,  1865,  he  resigned  dw 
Presidency  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  Faealtj,  whioh  poMa  he  had  held  for  wfca  ' 

years.  I 
In  1857,  he  reoeived  the  honorary  degree  of  Haater  of  Arte  firom  Vermont  TTniversity,  and, 

in  186S,  the  institution  which  owed  to  him  its  exiatsooe,  and  to  whom  it  was  indebted  fiMT  mneh 
of  its  success  and  prosperity,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

He  was  the  pioneer  of  the  press  in  Walworth  County,  where  he  started  the  Wettem  Star, 
St  Elk  Horn,  August  7, 1845,  with  which  he  was  connected  nearly  a  year.  He  ina<ie  varieti  aod 
successful  ventures  in  authorship,  in  which  he  added  much  to  the  reputation  he  had  acquire'!  in 
other  fields  of  labor.  Of  these,  the  first,  the  ''Wisconsin  Farm  Book,"  was  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  him  in  1846,  was  snbmqnently  revised  and  republished  in  1848, 1850  and  1856.  It 
bad  a  large  circulation,  and  nearly  6,000  copies  were  sold. 

Taking  great  interest  in  the  aboriginal  history  of  the  Northwest,  and  in  the  State  Hib- 
torical  Society  (of  which  he  was  an  honorary  member  and  subsequently  a  Vice  Preeident),  he 
prepared  an  elaborate  paper  on  the  **  History  of  the  Chippewa  Nfttion  of  Indians,"  whieb  was 
read  before  the  society. 

In  1866,  he  published  at  Oalesville  a  "Genealogical  History  of  the  Gale  Family  id 
Bng^and  and  the  United  States,  with  an  aeoonnt  of  the  Tottingham  Family  <^  New  Bn^iand, 
and  of  the  Bogardiis,  Waldron  and  Young  Families  of  Now  York,"  a  Tolame  of  254  pages,  a 
work  requiring  a  large  amount  of  patient  and  persevering  investigation. 

His  Ust  work,  to  the  preparation  of  which  he  devoted  many  years,  and  to  whidi  the  greatest 
general  interest  iitt;ichef>,  was  published  in  1867.  It  is  entitled  "The  Upper  Mississippi;  or 
Historical  Sketches  of  the  Introduction  of  Civilization  in  the  Northwest,"  a  work  covering  the 
period  from  1600  to  1866.  It  is  a  work  of  much  research,  and  is  a  roost  valuable  contributiob 
to  the  history  of  the  West. 

His  health  partially  failed  him  in  the  summer  of  1862,  and  the  three  following  winters  he 
passed  in  the  South  and  the  East — most  of  the  time  in  the  service  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian 
Oommissions.  Daring  February  and  March,  1868,  he  had  charge  of  the  United  States  Saniury 
CommisBion  Depot  on  Morris  Island,  8.  0.,  during  die  siege  of  Charleston. 

KKV.  BKN.JAMIN  \V.  RkYNOLINI. 

Rev.  Benjamin  W.  Reynolds  was  a  native  of  Sontb  Carolina,  baving  been  bom  in  tfiat  State 

in  1812.  He  graduated  from  Middlebury  College  at  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1832.  From  this  ?:ime 
college  were  gratluated  Judge  Cameron,  of  La  Croase,  and  Rev.  Sunderland,  at  one  time  Chaplain 
of  the  United  States  Senate.  At  the  t^e  of  twenty-two,  he  graduated  in  theology  from  Laue 
Seminary,  having  Senator  Foot  for  a  preceptor.  He  went  to  Iowa  to  begin  his  ministerial  laboia 
as  a  missionary,  and  was  called  on  to  open  the  first  Legislature  of  the  Territory  with  prayer. 
From  there  be  went  in  succession  to  Missouri,  and  thence  to  Illinois.  He  came  to  Wi&coosia 
in  1849,  and  loeated  at  Sheboygan.  He  left  tfiat  point  in  1851,  ooming  to  La  Crosse  in  Aogost 
of  that  year.  At  th.it  time  there  were  but  eleven  houses,  all  told,  on  the  side  of  the  future ci^ 
which  was  most  unpromising  to  the  view,  a  large,  deep  hollow  twenty  feet  or  more  in  deptn 
marking  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  store  of  Mons  Anderson  and  George  Howard,  and  large 
•and  hills  on  the  sites  of  the  court  house  and  the  Esperson  House.  The  latter  of  these  was 
surmounted  by  the  residences  of  Lieut.  (lov.  Burns.  He  located  his  claim  on  the  marsh  at  the 
mouth  of  Black  River,  near  the  present  elevator.  What  must  have  then  seemed  a  most  unprom- 
ising location  proved  a  most  fbrtnnste  one.  It  was  required  by  the  C.  ft  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  who  bad 
it  condemned  for  their  use ;  and  for  a  strip  of  250  by  600  feet,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  awarde<l  the 
handsome  sum  of  $7,800.  It  was  developed  in  the  evidenoe  elicited  at  this  time  that  it  fronted 
the  best  landing  on  the  Mississippi  River  in  its  whole  length.  River  men  and  pilots  were  quite 
potitiva  and  unanimous  on  this  point,  ohuming  a  dq>tb  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  of  water  near 
to  tiw  wnter's  edge.   Messrs.  Plankington  ana  Rogers  were  appointed  arbitrators  in  the  caee. 
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For  some  time  after  his  coming,  his  dwelling  was  claimed  to  be  one  of  the  only  three  log 
booM  8o  occupied,  the  other  two  being  thoie  of  Peter  Oameron  and  Col.  T.  B.  Stoddard.  His 
ardent  Republicanism  led  him  to  warmly  pspouse  the  cause  of  the  Free  State  men  in  Kansas', 
and  at  his  own  expense,  and  with  great  inconvenience  he  went  to  the  great  Buffalo  Convention 
in  1856  to  throw  nis  inflaence  in  rae  seele  to  aid  In'making  that  oontested  region  »  free  l^nte 
With  him  religion  and  politics  were  so  blended  tliat  the  distinction  was  imperceptible.  The 
•Inugle  for  freedom,  wherever  waged,  commanded  bis  earnest  support  and  encouragement,  and 
hii  ^nence,  purse  and  person  were  all  freely  and  eothnsiastically  given  in  ite  support. 

In  1861,  on  the  accession  of  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at  St.  Croix  Falls,  a  position  he  held  during  Lincoln's  life.  In 
1865,  he  went  to  South  Carolina,  his  native  State,  as  a  correspondent  for  the  La  Crosse  RepvJ>- 
ftem.  His  avowal  of  Republiosn  lentimsnts,  wliieh  bo  ftsrlesely  proelaipied  both  from  tho 
stump  and  through  the  press,  soon  excited  such  fierce,  malignant  opposition,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  iiy  for  his  life  and  seelc  refuge  in  Georgia,  and  live  in  as  obscure  and  secluded  a  man« 
Mr  as  possible,  so  nraeb  so,  indeed,  that  for  ssrenl  months  even  his  own  ftmilj  were  ignorant 
ef  his  whereabouts.  They  knew  he  had  been  ia  deadly  peril,  and,  while  torn  with  doubts  and 
f<»r9,  had  their  worst  anticipations  realized  by  vague,  but  all  too  probable  rumors  of  his  death. 
Undeterred  by  his  persecutions,  he  again  made  the  State  the  scene  of  his  labors,  and,  in  1871, 
pnblished  a  Republican  paper  at  Abbeville.  He  also  wrote  the  biographies  of  the  leading  citi- 
MDS  of  the  State.  He  was  the  choice  of  many  Republicans  for  the  position  of  Uniteil  States 
Senator,  and,  it  is  claimed,  was  sure  of  an  election,  when  he  generously  made  way  for  Patterson, 
who  was  eleeted  in  his  stead.  Rcftaming  to  La  Orosso,  he  again  pnt  on  the  emtorial  harness, 
pablishing  the  North  Star  in  North  La  Crosse  in  1876.  This  was  sold  out  to  A.  S.  Foote,  the 
present  convict,  very  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  Mr.  Reynolds.  The  material  is  now  claimed 
to  be  in  use  in  the  office  of  the  Sun  at  Milwaukee.    Mr.  Reynolds  died  in  1877. 

Ohhin  L.  Smith. 

Urrin  L.  Smith,  born  in  Galena,  lU.,  in  1830 ;  taken  to  Ohio  at  six  months,  and  raised  at 
Prineeton  till  sixteen ;  from  there,  to  New  Orleans ;  stayed  three  years ;  thenoe  to  St.  Lonis  two 

^esn;  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1851 ;  pre-empted  a  school  section  on  prairie  where  Winona  Junction 
M located,  four  miles  from  the  city;  lived  there  till  the  fall  of  1853,  then  moved  to  the  city; 
clerked  in  the  mill  of  Rublee,  Smith  ii,  Simonton  ;  remained  there  till  the  spring  of  1854 ; 
became  steamboat  clerk  on  the  Dr.  Franklin,  next  Lady  P.,  next  Royal  Arch,  Granite  State,  Falls 
City,  Galena,  Dubuque  and  Minnesota  Packet  Company,  Capt.  Orrin  Smith,  President. 
Remained  in  the  line  till  1859.  For  ten  years,  engaged  in  running  teams  and  selling  cordwood. 
In  1869,  beesme  City  Clerk ;  one  year  hotel  olerk  at  International  Hotel ;  one  year  in 
Black  River  Implement  Company,  clerk :  since  with  Mr.  Law  in  'bus  and  freight  line.  <hi 
coming  to  La  Croese,  there  were  only  six  shanties  within  the  present  limits  of  the  city,  and  per- 
haps a  doMD  in  all  in  the  Ttcinity.  There  were  not  to  exoeed  serenty-five  persons  in  the  s«m«- 
ment.  On  the  site  of  David  Law's  bus  office,  on  Front  street,  was  a  sand-hill  and  an  old  Indian 
bnrying-ground,  nnmbcris  of  skeletons  having  been  .subsequently  exhumed.  The  place  now 
occupied  by  Mons  Anderson  s  block  was  a  deep  hollow,  while  from  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Badger 
street  was  a  long,  high  ridge  of  sand,  running  parallel  to  the  river.  From  Third  street  ont,  for 
a  mile  and  a  half,  there  were  nn  bttildingjB,  and  the  woItss  made  nightly  mnuo  where  is  now  tho 
most  beautiful  part  of  the  city. 

Haktbt  E.  HunsARi), 

Police  Justice,  was  born  March  17,  1880,  at  Porapey,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  attondoil 
district  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Mandius  Academy,  remaining  there  until 
his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Milwaukee.  There  he'clerked  for  a  year 
er  moirs  in  a  grocery  store  ;  studied  law  two  years  with  Hayden  Powers,  a  nephew  of  Millard 

Fillmore.  He  next  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Smith  &  Palmer,  until  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
Ibui,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age.    Removed  to  La  Croese  during  the  latter  part  of  July  of  the 
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nme  year,  the  journey  requiring  three  days'  staging  from  Milwaukee  to  Galena,  and  thence  to 
La  Crosse  by  steamer.  Here  ho  went  into  company  with  Col.  Thomas  B.  Stoddard.  That 
winter,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  State  Senate.  Returning  to  La  Crosse  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  was  apoointed  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  by  Judge  Knowlton,  to  supply  the 
plaoe  of  Mr.  Hart,  who  nad  gone  to  Califemia.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  he  was  eleeled 
to  the  same  position.  In  the  spring  of  185'^,  was  appointed  Postmaster,  and  also  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  first  held  the  post  office  in  a  building  owned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Burns,  on  Front 
street,  in  which  he  put  three  dozen  post  office  boxes.  At  the  expiration  of  a  year  or  two,  h« 
moved  into  a  building  on  Main  street,  near  Front  street.  He  remained  here  perhaps  two  yarn, 
and  then  moved  into  a  room  under  Barron's  Hall,  west  fiide  of  Front  street,  remaining  here  two 
years;  thence  to  Levy's  Block,  on  Pearl  street,  and  lastly  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third 
streets.  In  1856,  he  was  elected  First  Police  Jostioe,  and  at  the  ezpiratioii  of  his  present  tm 
has  held  the  office  for  sixteen  years.  Mr.  Hubbard  has  been  and  is  very  prominent  in  Masonrr. 
having  held  the  post  of  Worshipful  Master  in  Frontier  Lodge,  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  and 
Eminent  Commander  of  the  La  Crosse  Commandery.  He  baa  also  held  next  to  the  highest 
position  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisomuin.  Mr.  HaMwrd  drew  the  firsteharter  of  the  La  CroM 
and  Milwaukee  Railroad,  in  1852. 

was  horn  in  Ilnoh,  Starmont  Co.,  Ont,  on  the  28d  of  Oetoher,  1825,  and  is  the  sen  of 

Dnncan  B.  and  Mary  McMillan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  nf  Inverness  shire,  Scotland,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  ("anada  in  Idlo.  His  father,  who  was  a  Ruling  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chnrch  at  Finch,  trained  his  children  strictly  in  the  doctrines  of  that  faith.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  in  his  natiTO  place,  dividing  his  time  between  study  in  the  common  schools 
and  work  on  the  farm.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York. 
Here  he  passed  some  time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1860  settled  in  Madison,  Wis.  Here  he  spent 
one  year  clerking,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  removed  to  Portage,  at  which  plaoe  alio  he 
passed  one  year.  In  18r)"2.  in  partnership  with  his  brother  John,  wlio  died  in  1865,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  lumber  trade  at  La  Crosse,  which  place  he  ha3  since  made  his  home.  The 
business  is  more  properly  what  is  known  as  logging,  the  timber  and  logs  being  cut  on  the  Black 
Rivor  and  sold  to  manufacturers  on  the  Mississippi.  The  busines.s  i.s  a  very  extensive  ooe 
throughout  Wisconsin,  and  e.specially  in  this  .section  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  McMillan  is  one  of 
its  most  prominent  representatives,  being  the  oldest  logger  on  the  Black  River.  He  is  still  ex* 
tensiyely  eti  gaged  in  the  business,  although  laigelj  interested  in  other  enterprises. 

He  has  always  held  decided  views  on  the  political  and  municipal  affairs  of  his  State  and 
city,  and  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  many  positions  of  public  trust.  He  was  for 
three  years  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  for  several  years  County  Supervisor,  and  for  two 
▼ears  Chairman  of  the  County  Board,  a  position  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1875.  Hewss 
Afayor  of  La  Crosse  in  1871,  and  in  187*i  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  187H,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket.  During  the  same  year,  it  being  that 
of  the  great  finaneial  crisis,  he  became  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  La  Orosse. 

Aside  from  his  activity  in  political  matters,  he  has  always  shown  a  public  spiritedness  and 
been  deeply  interested  in  the  public  enterprises  of  his  city.  In  1869.  the  McMillan  Brothen 
became  the  chief  owners  of  the  La  Crosse  Gas  Works,  which  were  incorporated  in  186S. 
Alexander  McMillan  was  made  President  and  Duncan  D.  McMillan  Vice  President.  He  has 
always  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  temperance  movement,  and  in  187.3  was  made  President 
of  the  La  Crosse  Temperance  League.  He  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Parker, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Hemdk  Parker  m  La  Orosse,  formerly  a  prominent  citisen  of  Elyria,  Ohie. 
Mrs.  McMillan  is  a  lady  of  fine  native  endowments,  highly  accomplished,  and  has  attained  local 
celebrity  for  her  skill  in  oil  painting,  many  of  her  pieces  having  taking  premiums  at  various 
county  and  city  expositions.  Mr.  McMillan  possesses  excellent  personal  qualities,  social  and 
genial,  and  is  a  most  agreeable  companion.  By  promptness  and  industry  he  has  gained  the 
reputation  of  being  a  thorough  business  man,  and  as  a  reward  of  his  honorable  and  fair  dealing 
has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ample  fortune. 
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Dt'NCAN  D.  McMillan. 

Mr.  McMillan,  a  native  of  Finch  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1837.  He  is  the  son  of  DuncaD  B.  and  Mary  McMillan.  After  receiving  an  ordinary 
Sttglish  education  in  the  conmoii  sehoob  of  his  native  place,  he  engaged  for  a  time  in  lumber- 
ing in  Canada  West.  His  natural  tastes  and  inclinations  inclined  hira  toward  mechanism,  but 
his  circumstances  were  not  such  as  to  admit  of  his  gratifying  his  desires.  lu  1859,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  removed  to  the  Wait  and  joined  his  two  elder  brothers  at  La  Cro8SO»  vh«re  thej 
had  previously  established  themselves  in  thelamberii)g  and  logging  trade.  He  at  ones  went  into 
tlieir  employment,  in  which  he  continued  till  1861.  The  business  not  being  congenial  to  his 
tJLstes.  be  abandoned  it  and  entered  the  office  of  another  brother,  E.  H.  McMillan,  and  began 
tlie  sciidy  of  law.  He  applied  himself  to  this  new  pursuit  with  snoh  diligence  that  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  following  year.  He  ditl  not,  however,  at  once  enter  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  but  within  a  few  months  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  (Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  under  Col.  A.  R.  Bday,  a  position  ne  held  daring  portions  of  1868 
and  1H'14.  Returning  home,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  lumbering  business  of  his  brothers, 
and  has  continued  in  the  same  up  to  the  present  time.  Upon  the  death  of  his  brother  John,  in 
1865,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  that  of  A.  &  D.  D.  McMillan.  His  attention,  however, 
ittS  not  been  wholly  oonBned  to  the  lumbering  trade,  but  being  a  man  of  enterprise  and  thoroogh 
business qualiBcations,  he  has  employed  hh  capital  in  other  enterprises,  not  only  remunerative 
to  himself^  bat  also  tending  to  and  directly  connected  with  the  welfare  of  his  city.  He  is  one 
of  the  largest  stockholders  in  the  La  Crosse  Gas  Light  Company,  and  beeame  its  Vice  Presi- 
dent. Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  When  he  first  became  interested  in  political  affairs 
slavery  was  the  great  issue  between  the  two  parties.  He  naturally  arrayed  himself  with  what 
he  deemed  the  party  of  liberty  and  progress,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
is  not  partisan  and  acts  with  great  independence,  always  exalting  man  above  party  and  support- 
ing fur  office  the  one  he  deems  most  worthy  and  the  best  qualified.  He  has  not,  however, 
had  any  ambition  to  reap  political  honors,  finding  in  his  regular  business  ample  scope  for  the 
exercise  of  his  best  talents.  He  accepted  position  as  member  of  the  Board  of  bupervisors  dur* 
ing  1873  and  1874.  His  parents  were  stanch  Presbyterians,  and  the  principles  and  doctrines 
which  they  instilled  in  hia  early  life  have  been  strengthened  and  confirmed  as  he  has  grown 
dder,  and  he  is  now  an  aetire  and  worthy  member  of  niat  body.  He  was  married  in  1^  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  McCrea,  daoghter  of  Stephen  MoCrea,  Bsq.,  of  Hnntingdon  County,  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec. 

John  S.  SixoirroK. 

Mr.  Siaontoii  was  bom  in  dennont  County,  Ohio,  about  sixteen  milea  distant  from  Cincin- 
nati, May  4,  1807;  lived  in  that  and  the  adjoining  county  till  the  spring  of  1852.  In  Warren 
County,  he  was  on  the  farm  adjacent  to  that  of  Tom  Oorwin,  the  famous  natural  orator  and 
stamp  speaker,  a  niece  of  whom  married  Joseph  Sinumton,  a  late  resident  of  La  Crosse,  and  who 

still  resides  in  the  city.  Mr.  Simonton  emigrated  to  this  place,  from  Oliio,  in  1852,  making  the 
journey  entirely  by  steamer ;  from  St.  Louis,  lie  came  on  the  Nominee,  Capt.  Orrin  Smith,  a 
pioneer  of  western  steamboating,  being  in  command.  He  arrived  at  this  point,  April  10, 
1858.  The  present  site  of  the  city  was  diversified  by  sand  lulls  and  corresponding  hollows. 
The  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets  was  marked  by  a  sand  hill  fifteen  feet  high,  on 
the  spot  where  the  Dunlap  Brothers  erected  the  building  which  has  been  removed  to  give 
place  to  the  La  Crosse  National  Bank ;  it  was  bailt  about  1858.  They  bought  the  two 
lots  on  which  their  building  stood  for  850.  A  high  hill  marked  the  place  where  the 
city  building  was  erected,  part  of  which  yet  remains,  and  is  occupied  by  the  house  of  George 
Pamam.  Another  hill  existed  on  the  site  of  the  present  court  house.  The  highest  was  one 
south  of  the  livery  stable  of  J.  Emery.  During  the  fidi  of  1852,  he  went  into  pKtnership  with 
F.  M.  Rublec  and  S.  T.  Smith,  and  built  the  first  saw  mill  erected  in  La  Crosse,  at  the  mouth 
of  that  stream,  on  the  site  of  the  present  tannery.    The  old  stack  remained  standing  till  within 
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ayear  or  two.  In  a  year  lie  sold  out  his  interest,  and  the  firm  then  consisted  of  Menra.  Dyer, 
White  k  Rablee ;  the  latter  also  sold  out  shortly  after.  In  1854,  a  grist-mill  was  added,  which 
was  run  by  night.  The  mill  was  burruMl  to  the  f^round  in  18.5.5  or  1856.  While  in  the  mill,  Mr. 
Simonton  had  a  third  interest  in  a  store  on  Front  street,  the  other  parties  being  Messrs.  Clintoo 
ftnd  Smith  (S.  T.)  It  was  on  the  site  of  dM  present  Janean  Blow,  and  was  destroyed  by  fim 
in  18.56.  He  next  went  into  the  furnitare  business,  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Giles  &  Good- 
land.  Thi.s  building  was  a  two-story  frame.  His  interest  was  soon  sold  out  to  W.  Ustic.  It 
had  double  store-ruoms,  and  was  for  a  time  occupied  by  Mr.  Robbins  for  a  hotel.  This  baild- 
ing  was  burned  in  1857  or  1858.  Mr.  Simonton  next  engaged  in  running  the  ferry.  At  finthe 
had  charge  of  the  Gen.  Pope,  and  was  employed  by  Gen.  VVashburn.  lie  was  also  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  S.  M.  R.  R.,  and  run  the  Alice  and  the  McGregor.  In  the  Alice  was  sold, 
and  the  MeGregor  soon  afterward,  while  the  Oen.  Pope  was  taken  to  Htt(bon.  The  ferry  wu 
below  Barron's  Island.  In  1870,  Mayor  Rodolf  appointed  Mr.  SimoBtOQ,  Chief  of  Police. 
In  1873,  he  was  elected  Sheriff,  and  served  one  term,  whicb  is  all  that  is  permitted,  without  a 
term  intervening  before  a  re-election.  When  the  financial  crisis  of  1857  struck  the  country,  it 
fimnd  him  all  unprepared,  and  in  one  month  the  earnings  and  savings  of  a  life^me,  amomtiiig 
to  910,500,  moeuy  money  on  loan,  were  swqpt  awny. 

Bt  Ethan  Robbrts. 

When  I  was  a  young  man,  my  bnainess  was  teaehing  district  schools  in  the  winter  seasons* 
and  occasionally  clerking  in  village  stores  in  the  Hummer  time.  These  occupations  becoming 
Aomewhat  monotonous,  I  hired  out  to  travel  with  an  electrician,  who  was  engaged  in  lecturing 
on  Bzperimental  miiloeophy.  My  place  was  to  go  ahead,  make  arrangements  for  the  "Bxbim- 
tions,"  and  when  convenient,  return  to  help  the  lecturer  during  the  evening.  I  soon  became 
quite  expert  in  handling  the  instruments,  and  having  quite  a  "gift  of  gab,"  was  frequently  put 
forward  to  do  the  talking.  In  a  few  weeks  I  bought  out  my  employer,  and  started  out  on  my 
own  hook.  My  parents,  who  were  steady-going  Qaakers,  and  my  brothers  and  sisters,  mani- 
fested much  "concern  of  mind  "  about  this  new  venture,  but  occasionally  returning  to  the 

Earental  roof  in  Livonia,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  and  counting  before  their  astonished  eyes  the  dol- 
ors and  dimes  I  had  eleared  in  my  absence,  they  soon  bwame  otmvinoed  that  the  business  was 
legitimate.  The  fall  of  1851  and  the  following  winter  was  spent  lecturing  in  the  Northwestern 
part  of  Illinois,  and  the  Southwestern  part  of  Wisconsin,  giving  pleasure  to  my  patrons  and 
putting  some  coin  in  my  own  pockets.  In  the  spring  of  18.52,  just  as  the  frost  was  coming  oat 
of  the  ground,  I  concluded  to  quit  all  worldly  business."  and  take  a  trip  to  La  Crosse  County, 
to  visit  my  brother-in-law,  Luther  Downer,  and  his  family,  who  had  .«ettleii  in  Lewis  Valley 
in  1848.  Crossing  the  Wisconsin  River  at  a  place  called  the  Packet,  and  leaving  my  apparatus 
at  Hosen*8  Tavern,  being  assured  there  would  be  no  further  nse  for  it,  I  followed  tne  ridge, 
which  separates  tho  waters  flowing  into  the  Kickapoo  from  those  which  flow  into  the  Mississippi- 
After  leaving  the  rids^e  road  I  followed  tho  wagon  trail,  leading  to  Prairie  La  Crosse,  until 
opposite  Bostwick's  Valley ;  here  leaving  the  main  track,  and  following  a  still  blinder  one.  after 
*  tying  the  two  wheds  on  each  side  of  the  bng^y  together,  I  took  old  Jim  by  the  bits  and  eon* 
menced  the  de-icent  to  the  valley.  At  the  steepest  place  of  the  hill  my  horse  sat  down  on  his 
haunches  and  quietly  slid  to  the  bottom.  My  intention  was  to  ford  the  La  Crosse  River  in  the 
present  town  of  Hamilton  and,  if  possible,  reach  Lewis  Valley  before  night  set  in,  but  a  stem 
which  had  been  gathering  all  the  morning  now  threatened  to  burst  with  mlence  at  any 
moment.  So  reining  up  to  an  humble  cabin,  I  asked  shelter  for  myself  and  horse.  The  man 
was  living  alone  by  the  side  of  a  small  stream.  His  family  was  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  and  he  was  preparing  a  home  for  them.  With  manly  generosity,  he  weleomed  me  to  the 
best  the  house  afforded,  and  to  one  half  of  his  bed.  His  manner  of  cooking  was  new  to  me; 
he  would  take  a  cup  of  water  from  the  brook,  then  turn  it  into  the  flour  in  the  barrel  and  pro- 
ceed to  mix  his  cake;  this  he  baked  in  a  frying-pan  before  an  open  fire.  Tbesuneoiab 
served  to  fiy  hit  meat  in ;  then  making  some  strong  tea  in  a  tin  cap,  oar  firugal  meal  was  ready. 
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A  sudden  rise  in  the  streams  caused  me  to  remain  with  him  two  nights,  and  each  succeeding 
meal  was  an  exact  duplicate  of  the  first.  Mj  friend  informed  me  that  it  was  impossible,  at  that 
fltaf^  of  water,  to  ford  the  river,  and  my  only  chance  to  reach  Lewis  Valley  was  to  go  down  the 
river  to  a  ferry,  which  mupt  hiive  been  near  where  the  junction  now  is.  So  bidding  my  kind 
host  good-bye,  in  a  few  hour's  time  the  ferry  was  reached ;  after  getting  a  good  dinner  for 
myself,  and  a  peek  of  oats  lor  my  horM,  I  eontinned  my  journey,  not  seeing  a  house  or  human 
being  until  arriving  at  Lewis'  Corners,  where,  in  a  little  wood-colored  schoolhouse,  I  found  A. 
T.  Fuller  teaching  about  one  dozen  scholars,  three  of  whom  called  me  Uncle.  Taking  them  in 
my  boggy,  we  drove  to  their  home,  two  miles  east,  near  the  present  village  of  Newton  Center. 
Here  was  a  niees  whioh  I  had  never  seen  before,  and  my  sister  prou<lly  informed  me  that 
Hannah  Lorette  Downer  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Lewis  Vallev.  There  were  but  few 
fiunilies  in  the  valley,  but  all  seemed  happy  and  contented.  Durins  my  stay,  1  visited  the 
Denglas'  settlement  on  Blaek  River,  made  a  trip  to  Prairie  La  Orosse,  nvnted  in  Blaeh  Walnut 
Grove,  and  fished  in  Fleming's  Creek  and  its  tributaries.  The  majestic  hills  and  flowing  rivers 
charmed  me,  and  the  good  feelings  among  the  inhabitants  served  to  make  my  visit  pleasant.  In 
a  turn  weeks  the  "good-byes"  were  spoken,  and  I  returned  to  Michigan.  In  the  spring  of 
1853,  Sarah  W.  Dana,  a  Yankee  schoolma'am  from  Amherst,  Mass.,  made  my  acquaintance, 
and  she  just  hinted  that  Mr.  Roberts  ought  to  stop  "peddling  lightning"  and  settle  down.  I 
frankly  told  her  that  if  1  could  find  a  young  woman  who  would  do  one-half  the  sparking,  per- 
haps I  might  be  indaeed  to  marry.  She  as  nankly  replied  that  she  wonld  willingly  do  two- 
thirds.    We  commenced  business  on  that  basis,  and  nobly  did  she  stand  to  her  bargain. 

On  the  27th  of  JuW,  1853,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Milford,  received  a  marriajje  fee 
from  my  pookeL  I  told  Mrs.  Btoberts  of  my'  travels  in  the  West,  of  the  deep  rieh  soil  in  the 
valleys  of  La  Crosse  County,  of  the  .springs  of  pure  gurgling  water,  of  the  nice  timber  on  the 
hills,  of  the  shiny  speckled  trout  in  the  streamlets,  of  the  deer  that  roamed  over  the  mountains, 
of  the  bears  among  the  bushes,  of  the  large  yellow  rattlesnakes  in  the  rocks  and  of  the  massa- 
saugers  on  the  marshes;  and  she  said:  "Let  us  go  to  that  beautiful  land."  In  the  fall  of  1855 
(having  previously  sent  money  to  purchase  land  in  Lewis  Valley),  've  left  Michigan  in  an  emi- 
grant wagon,  and  in  about  three  weeks'  time  we  arrived  at  Luther  Downer's.  Leaving  wife  and 
baby  mtb  my  sister,  and  taking  two  men  with  me,  we  went  up  the  valley  to  bnild  a  honse  on 
the  quarter-section,  which  my  brother-in-law  had  selected  for  me,  about  seven  miles  east  of  New- 
ton Center.  We  stuck  two  crotches  in  the  ground,  then  laid  a  pole  across  them,  and  placed 
boards,  one  end  on  the  pole  and  the  other  end  on  the  ground,  and  our  temporary  shelter  was 
completed.  A  log  fire  in  front  of  this  made  it  quite  pleasant.  We  soon  had  logs  cat  and 
hauled  for  a  house,  20x1  H  feet,  and  a  stable  14x12  feet,  and  hands  invited  to  help  put  them  up. 
On  the  morning  of  the  raising,  a  snow-storm  set  in  which  lasted  all  day.  Of  course  no  one  came 
to  help  as;  so  we  three  rolled  np  the  stable,  muddied  it  outside  and  inside,  pat  on  a  roof  of 
boards,  called  it  a  house  and  moved  in,  and  there,  as  tnt^^  as  s  **bng  in  a  rag/'  we  vpmt  onr 
Srst  winter  in  Wisconsin,  often  repeating — 

"  ToMWl     man  on  life's  nmgh  billows. 
All  the  itomia  of  •oirow  o'er." 

The  County  of  La  Crosse  had  been  settling  up  quite  fast  during  my  stay  in  Michigan. 
La  Groeoe  Valley  and  La  Crosse  City  had  improved  very  rapidly,  while  nearer  home  the  Oer- 
raans  were  locating  about  Burr  Oak,  and  the  Norwegians  were  opening  up  some  splendid  farms 
in  the  lower  part  of  Lewis  Valley.  A  store,  tavern,  blacksmith-shop  and  schoolhouse  had  been 
boHt  at  Newton  Oentvr,  and  there  were  signs  of  thrift  and  energy  all  around. 

Luther  Downer,  who  was  a  "  mighty  hunter,"  spent  a  part  of  the  winter  with  us,  and  many 
were  the  deer  that  fell  before  his  trusty  rifle.  Little  did  we  think  at  that  time  that  he  was  so 
soon  to  fall  before  the  reaper,  death.  But  in  the  spring  of  1866,  after  a  short  sickness,  sur- 
roanded  by  his  weeping  ftmilj  and  a  few  friendsi  the  hardy  pioneer  peaorfally  passed  away  to 
that  better  land. 
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In  the  fall  of  1859,  my  hired  man.  Thomas  Jones,  taking  a  shotgun  and  dog  with  hia, 
•terted  ont  for  the  cows,    when  about  half  a  mile  from  home,  he  disoovered  a  beu"  whieh  Ae 

<log  soon  treed.  With  more  of  rashness  than  of  prudence  he  went  almost  under  the  bear,  and 
aiming  at  the  fellow's  heart,  sent  a  charge  of  shot  into  him.  The  bear  growled  and  looeeoinc 
bit  hdd  of  the  limb  with  all  btit  one  paw,  he  hungsuspended  in  midair  for  s  short  time  and 
then  dropped.  As  soon  as  he  struck  the  ground  "Peter"  jumped  apon  him.  With  one  stroke 
of  his  strong  paw.  the  bear  threw  the  dn<r  to  a  respectable  distance.  The  dog  gave  up  the  fipht. 
Tom  then  .stopped  up  to  the  bear,  aud  with  a  powerful  blow  broke  the  bear's  skull  and  ruined 
the  gun.  Tom  was  so  elated  that  he  took  the  bear  on  his  shoulders,  and  brongfat  him  home  in 
triumph.    When  his  excitement  was  over  heoonid  not  lift  the  animal  from  the  ground. 

During  the  many  years  of  the  hard  times,  which  commenced  in  1857,  poverty  often  staiei 
08  in  the  m»  end  sometimes  came  very  near  looking  ns  oat  of  countenance ;  yet,  throngh  all 
those  long  years  of  failures  and  successes,  of  sorrows  and  of  jojS,  we  never  lost  faith  in  the  future, 
nor  once  regretted  having  made  our  home  in  Lewis  Valley.  As  business  or  pleasure  frequently 
calla  us  to  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  we  notice  the  great  improvements  everywhere  made, 
the  es^  grades  over  the  ridges,  the  substantial  bridges  over  the  rivers,  the  well-cuhivated  (anas, 
the  ncfit  and  comfortable  farm  houses,  the  well-built  railroads,  the  tliriving  villages,  and  the  citr 
of  La  Crosse,  the  pride  of  the  western  part  of  Wisconsin,  making  a  market  for  the  farm  products 
of  nil  the  snrroanding  country,  whose  bnsiness  men  are  the  peers  of  any  in  the  State,  we  ere  eoa> 
vinced  that  our  early  faith  in  the  future  of  La  Crosse  County  was  well  founded. 

And  now,  living  on  our  third  farm,  having  neither  ''poverty  nor  riches,"  surrounded  by 
kind  fnends  and  good  neighbors,  our  greatest  ambition  is— 

"  To  Ut«  eonttnMty  bctweea 
The  little  and  the  great ; 
Fee!  not  the  wanta  that  pinch  Die  poor, 
Nor  plitguca  (h.kt  haunt  ihc  rich  man's dOW, 

Etuliilteritijr  rill  liif  "late,  uiilil  \\v 
Who  11'  U'-  (he  ^j.arrdw  ?*  (all 
Shall  beckon  us  to  that  more  '  beautiful  land,' 
'Jnatewth*  river.' " 

■iSMBO,  LaCrtMM  Ok,  Wis.,  July  16, 1861. 

JirnoB  Ctrus  K.  Lord. 

Judge  Lord  was  born  at  East  Parsonsfield,  York  Co.,  Me.,  on  the  lOtb  of  June,  1811. 
Lived  at  nome  working  on  the  farm  during  the  summers  and  attending  the  common  school  and 
the  chores  alike  in  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  he  went  into  the  office  of  Dr.  Moses  Sweat 
and  stniied  niedidne  till  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  when  he  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  bnsi- 
ness of  an  uncle  in  the  town  of  Cornish,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  Legislature.  In  the  spring 
of  lb33,  he  bought  out  a  stock  of  merchandise  and  was  at  the  head  of  a  country  store  till 
He  was  In  the  bnsiness  till  1886.  In  January  of  that  year,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Abby  Clark, 
the  daughter  of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Clark,  of  Leamington,  Me.,  a  pmNttlnoat  politician,  who  was  in 
public  service  during  half  of  his  life,  mostly  in  the  Legislature,  serving  in  both  branchof.  In 
the  spring  of  1837,  Mr.  Lord  came  to  the  West,  stopping  for  one  season  at  Galena ;  then  went  to 
Platteville,  where  be  engaged  in  smelting  lead  ore  in  1838,  and  spent  two  years  and  a  half.  He 
then  entcrc<l  the  law  office  of  Benjamin  C.  Eastman,  who  afterward  became  a  member  of  Con- 

Sress,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1842.  He  opened  an  office  in  Potosi  and  remained 
lere  tUl  1858.  He  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Grant  County  in  1849,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  till  appointed  Register  of  the  land  office  at  La  Crosse  in  April,  1853,  when  he  resigned 
the  judgeship  and  came  to  this  place  May  16,  at  once  making  arrangements  for  the  land  office 
which  was  transferred  to  this  locality  and  opened  June  1  Ue  served  as  Register  till  July,  1856, 
and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  lie  has  since  kept  an  office.  In  1854,  he  joined  Col. 
Rodolf,  his  associate  in  the  land  office  as  Receiver,  in  buying  out  the  La  Crosse  Democrat  with 
which  he  was  associated  for  a  year.    He  was  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  from  1867  to 
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1871.    Thoiirrh  rhe  Judge  has  reached  the  allotted  t^9of  thrttMOore  and  ton,  be  is  to  all  appear* 

ances  aa  bale  and  robust  as  m  the  prime  of  life. 

Tmeoiore  Rouolf. 

The  aabjeet  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was  bom  in  the  canton  of  Argovia, 
October  17,  1815.  He  deToted  his  earlier  years  entirely  to  edaoational  pursaits,  and  later 
gradnated  from  a  college  of  Aaran,  the  capital  of  hie  native  canton,  and  from  the  University  of 

Zarich.  When  he  was  nbout  seventeen  years  of  a;»e.  his  father  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  with  his  family,  and  afterward  died  in  New  Orleans,  of  the  yellow  fever.  In  1834,  the 
mother  and  her  children  removed  to  Sovthera  Wiieoiiain  and  settled  on  a  &rm  near  Wiota,  La 
Fnyette  County-  In  1840.  we  find  Theodore  Rodolf  at  Mineral  Point,  keeping  store,  cmploy- 
iog  miners,  and  trafficking  in  lead.  Thirteen  years  later,  he  settled  at  La  Crosse,  and  there 
ammed  the  datiee  el  Beceirer  in  the  Land  Office,  vnder  the  appointnenk  of  President  Pierce, 
t  position  which  he  hctd,  by  re-appointment  of  President  Buchanan,  nntil  1861.  Since  that 
time,  he  has  been  engaged  largely  in  insurance  and  in  real  estate  operations.  Aside  from  this, 
Mr.  Rodolf  has  held  many  other  offices — has,  in  fact,  been  in  some  official  position  most  of  the 
time  for  thirty  years.  He  was  Captain  of  the  Mineral  Point  Guards  from  1848  to  1851,  and  of 
the  La  Cro.«se  Kities  from  1856  to  I860.  He  was  President  of  the  village  of  Mineral  Point  two 
years,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  La  Crosse  County  about  four  years,  and  Chair- 
nan  of  the  same  one  year.  He  mm  Mayor  of  the  dty  in  1868  and  1870,  and  a  membw  of  the 
.'Assembly  during  the  .same  years,  and  while  in  the  L^idatare  did  good  service  on  the  Committee 
on  Railroads,  Lumber,  Manufactures,  etc.  He  received  the  Democratic  vote  for  Speaker  the 
second  time  he  was  in  the  Legislature,  but,  the  Republicans  being  in  the  majority,  he  was  de- 
feated. He  was  Democratic  candidate  for  Presidential  Elector  at  Large  in  1864,  and  the  nune 
party's  candidate  for  Elector  in  the  Sixth  District  in  1868,  the  Republicans  in  both  instances 
being  in  the  ascendant.  He  was  Democratic  candidate  for  State  Senator  in  1876.  He  has 
dwaya  been  a  Democrat,  and  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  leaders  in  Western  Wisoonsin,  and  is 
well  known  throughout  the  State.  During  the  administration  of  Gov.  Fairohild,  he  was  appointed 
by  him  a  member  of  the  Visiting  Committee  to  the  State  institutions.  He  has  been  for  several 
years  Seeretaij  of  the  La  Crosse  Board  of  Trade.  In  many  ways,  he  has  made  and  is  still 
asking  a  very  useful  man,  and  is  an  esteemed  and  most  worthy  citizen.  Mr.  Rodolf  is  a  promi- 
nent meinl)er  of  the  Odd  Fellows*  fraternity,  and  in  1875  was  (irnnd  Master  of  the  State.  He 
was  Grand  iiepre^entutive  and  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States 
hdd  in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1876.  He  was  reared  in  the  Reformed  Chnreh  of  Switzer- 
land, but,  having  found  no  organized  society  of  that  people  since  coming  to  Wisconsin,  although 
holding  Christian  people  in  hi^h  respect,  has  identified  himself  with  no  religious  body,  llis 
nother,  who  died  at  Ifineral  Point  in  1856,  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
listers  belong  to  the  same  body  in  Lu  Crosse. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Rodolf  was  .Miss  Marie  Thomas,  of  New  Orleans.  They  have  had  twelve 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  Four  died  within  as  many  weeks,  of  diphtheria.  The 
eldest  son,  Theodore  F.,  who  is  a  partner  of  his  father  in  the  insurance  business,  married  a  grand- 
daughter of  Henry  Dodge,  first  Territorial  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  daughter  of  Gov.  Clark, 
of  Iowa,  when  it  was  a  Territory.  She  died  in  September,  1875,  leaving  two  children,  who  live 
with  theirgrandfikther.  Mr.  Imidolf  has  two  dai^fhtera  married  and  hving  in  La  Cmsse,  the 
wires  of  HIHlliam  Servis  and  F.  A.  Gopeland. 

William  W.  Crosbt. 

Mr.  Crosby  was  born  July  26,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Logan  CroBby  and  Sally  (  Knox) 
Crosby.  The  ancestors  of  the  Crosby  family,  consisting  of  three  brothers,  came  to  this  country 
from  London,  England,  in  the  year  1660.  One  settled  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony  on  Cape 
Cod ;  one  at  what  is  now  Portland,  in  Conneeticnt,  and  the  other  in  ^  Province  of  Maine.  Mr. 
Crosby's  family  sprang  from  the  Gonnecticat  braneh,  and  tndition  eajs  the  head  of  thiafimiilj's 
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name  was  David,  and  that  he  was  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  and  that  he 
also  took  an  active  part  in  the  Indian  wars  then  being  prosecuted  along  the  banks  of  the  Con* 
necticut  River.  William's  grandfather  moved  from  Connecticut  to  Massachusetts,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Blandford.  Ue  had  a  family  of  ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  himself  with 
eight  of  his  sons  snrrendered  with  Omi.  Hall's  army.  They  were  imprtsoned  at  Detroit,  and  the 
small-pox  broke  oat  among  the  prisoners  and  two  of  his  sons  died  of  the  disease  while  yet  in 
prison.  He,  with  his  remaining  sons  and  some  other  persons,  succeeded  in  making  their  cit^ape 
from  Detroit  to  Northern  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather  settled  in  Butavia,  N. 
Y.,  at  which  place  he  liied.  Logjan  Crosby,  the  father  of  William,  was  born  in  Blandford.  .Mass.. 
May  8,  1789,  and  made  that  town  hi;^  home  through  life.  He  .served  in  the  war  of  1  SI 2-14. 
March  2,  1815,  he  married  Sally  Knox.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Blanford,  February  9, 
1790,  and  belonged  to  the  eelebrated  Knox  fiunily  who  claim  to  be  descendants  of  celebrated 
John  Knox,  the  great  reformer  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  On  account  of  religious  persecution 
they  fled  from  Scotland  and  settled  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  from  whence  ^cj  immigrated  to 
America,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Blandford,  Mass.,  where  a  remnant  of  the  Knox  fiunily  still 
remains.  The  fruits  of  their  marriage  were  two  children,  Alonzo  K.  and  William  Vf^  tbosnb- 
ject  of  this  sketch.  Their  mother,  Sally  Crosby,  <lied  Muy  12.  1S22.  aged  32  years,  sad 
Alonzo  died  in  La  Crosse,  Sept.  1,  1855.  Logan  Crosby  married  his  second  wife,  and  by  hsr 
had  two  children,  Sarah  and  Homer.  Homer  was  killed  in  an  accident,  and  Sarah  marriod  ICr. 
"G.  C.  Hixon.  now  President  of  the  La  Crosse  National  Bank.    She  died  in  1856. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  April  4,  1841,  to  Sarah  M.  Wright,  of  Chester, 
Hsss.  They  settled  in  La  Crosse  in  1864.  Mrs.  Crosbv  was  killed  by  lightning,  August  15th, 
1855.  September  8,  1866,  he  married  Mary  Pennell  of  Honeoye.  New  York.  The  fruits 
of  this  union  are  William  Logan,  born  October  27,  l^^u,  Charles  Pennell,  born  August  3, 1859, 
Homer,  born  February,  11,  18G5,  and  Mary,  born  April  30,  1867.  His  father,  Logan  Crosby, 
died  September  29,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty^six  years,  but  his  widow  is  now  living  and  dnws 
«  pension  for  his  services  of  $96  per  year. 

The  following,  in  the  words  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  may  prove  interesting.  **  My 
&ther  was  a  farmer  in  a  small  way  and  rsnded  about  four  miles  from  the  center  of  uie  towa, 
which  contained  two  stores,  two  taverns,  a  post  office  and  a  ''meeting  house."  Nothing  but 
sickness  was  an  excuse  for  not  going  to  meeting  on  Sunday.  We,  boys,  were  conducted  to  the 
gallery  by  the  "Ty thing"  man,  armed  with  a  hickory  whip-stock  about  six  feet  long.  Hem 
we  were  seated  and  not  allowed  to  look  in  any  direction  except  at  the  preacher.  If  we  mads  s 
move  we  were  sure  to  get  a  "rap"  over  the  head  with  the  hickory.  The  older  ones  were  seated 
in  the  square  pews  below,  that  were  owned  by  them  and  deeded  the  same  as  their  farms  were. 
In  those  days  we  had  to  stand  daring  prayer,  whieh  was  from  half  to  three-qoarters  of  an  hoar 
long;  then  listen  to  the  long  sermon  on  the  doctrine  of  election  from  firsth/  to  fiftrmtfih^.  In 
imagination  I  can  now  see  the  old  men  and  women,  the  young  men  and  maidens,  and  children, 
after  Ae  forenoon  serviees  in  winter,  eating  their  froaen  Inneh,  and  trying  to  keep  warm  by 
whipping  their  hands  and  stamping  their  feet,  so  as  to  be  able  to  endare  the  severe  cold  for  tin 
afternoon  services.  This  was  from  fifty  to  sixty  years  ago,  before  stoves  for  heating  houses  and 
churches  were  invented.  In  winter  they  used  to  go  to  the  meeting  from  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  with  "  ox-sleds."  In  summer  the  husband  mounted  his  horse,  with  a  pillion  strapped  to 
the  saddle,  rode  to  the  horse  block  where  he  took  up  his  wife  and  child  behind  him.  The  yosag 
mun  waited  on  his  sweetheart  in  a  similar  manner.  No  carriages  or  wagons  in  those  days.  My 
school  advantages  were  limited  to  the  district  school,  where  the  town  appropriations  w«n 
small,  and  the  qualiflcations  of  the  teacher  were  reading,  spelling  writing  and  arithmetic,  and 
the  wages  for  male  teachers  in  winter  were  from  ten  to  twelve  ilollars  per  month,  the  teachew 
^having  to  board  around.  I  was  called  on  to  teach  when  I  was  but  sixteen  years  old.  I  informed 
the  committee  that  I  was  too  young,  and  that  I  could  not  get  a  oertificate,  but  no  would  not  do, 
I  must  go  forward  and  be  examined.  You  can  imagine  how  a  green,  bashful  country  bo j 
would  feel  to  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  town  committee,  who  were  supposed  to  know  every- 


Digiu^uu  Ly  Google 


HI8I0BY  OP  LA  CB0S8E  COUNTY. 


471 


thing,  and  hmn  1km  atk  qmstions  that  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  heine  answered 
right  or  wrong,  then  issuing  certificates  to  country  blocklieads  to  teach.  I  among  the  rest  got 
a  certificiite  to  teach  and  followed  the  business  for  seven  winters  with  success." 

Mr.  Crosby  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  followed  that  until  the  spring  of  1854, 
wlun  Ir- catno  to  La  Crosse,  the  tlicii  small  village,  claiming  three  hundreil  inhabitants.  He 
immetliately  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  has  continued  the  same  with  success.  Ue  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  city  ever  since  his  residence;  was  elected  Alderman  in 
1856  upon  the  organization  of  the  city,  which  office  he  held  for  twelve  years;  was  also  first 
United  States  Assessor;  raised  the  second  company  of  militia,  called  the  Light  Guards,  that 
afterward  enlisted  in  the  late  civil  war.  When  Mr.  Crosby  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Randall 
MiyorOeneral  of  Militia,  Wilson  Golwell  was  made  Captain  of  tlie  Liglit  Guards.  This  com- 
pany served  out  their  first  otilistmcnt  of  ninety  days,  and  again  enlisted  and  served  till  the  end 
of  the  war.  Captain  Colweil  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain.  Mr.  Crosby  has 
seen  the  litde  Tillage  of  La  Groese  grow  to  be  a  city  containing  16,000  inhabitaats. 

ClIAKIJIS  (lUF.KN  IIaNSCO.MK. 

Mr.  Hanacorae,  one  of  the  early  settlers  and  attorneys  of  La  Crosse,  first  came  to  the  vil- 
lage of  La  Crosse  in  May,  1853,  with  the  intention  of  making  this  his  home,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  M;iy,  li^Gl,  when  he  made  a  trip  of  observa- 
tion and  adventure  to  Colorado,  from  whence  he  returned,  having  made  some  investments  in  that 
Teiritory,  his  intention  being  to  make  La  Crosae  his  permanent  home,  first  securing  an  interest  in 
the  new  Western  Territories,  on  a  trip  to  which  he  fell  a  victim  to  savage  ferocity. 

The  following  extract  from  an  Eastern  f  Maine)  paper  gives  so  fall  an  account  of  the  Ufo  his* 
tory  of  Mr.  Ilanscome,  that  it  is  transcribed  as  just  and  reliable: 

■  Of  the  Class  of  1845,  Charles  Green  Hanscome  was  killed  on  the  Upper  Platte  River,  fifty 
miles  east  of  Fort  Laramie,  on  July  14. 1864,  aged  forty  years.  lie  was  the  eldest  of  five  children 
of  Oliver  and  Ruth  (Rich)  Hanscome,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  China,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me.,  on 
the  18th  of  May,  1824.  He  was  fitted  for  college  in  his  native  place,  and  entered  Waterville 
College  in  September,  1841.  After  he  graduate  1  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  about  a  year,  and 
then  studied  law  with  his  uncle,  J.  C.  Woodman,  of  Portland,  Me.,  and  was  there  admitted  to  the  bar. 

*'Ia  June,  1847,  he  left  his  home  and  removed  to  Wisconsin,  whence,  after  three  years' 
residenoa  in  the  practice  <^  his  profession,  he  returned  to  Maine.  He  next  spent  a  year  in  Cen> 
tral  America,  hut  returning  again  to  the  West,  he  took  up  and  continued  his  residence  in  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  till  tlie  year  1863,  which  year  he  spent  in  Colorado,  where  ho  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

"  III  May.  1864,  he  left  La  Crosse  with  his  brother,  William  B..  and  others,  on  an  overland 
expedition  to  Idaho.  The  tragic  end  of  his  journey  may  be  best  narrated  in  the  words  of  a  no- 
tice that  has  already  appeared  m  the  village  newspaper  of  that  time : 

" '  On  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  July,  the  party,  increased  in  the  course  of  the  march  of 
over  BOO  miles  to  the  number  of  eighteen  men  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  women  and  children, 
with  its  attendant  train  of  sixty  wagons  drawn  by  many  horses,  cattle  and  mules,  had  encamped 
for  the  night,  when  a  party  of  well-mounted  Sioux  Indians,  about  twenty-five  in  number,  nuMie 
a  dash  upon  them,  giving  them  a  flying  attack,  and  smldenly  <lisappeared. 

'^^Mr.  Hanscome  had  just  stone  over  the  hill  a  few  rods  to  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
watering  some  mutes.  Some  the  party  heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  when,  seizing  ineir  arms, 
they  ran  to  the  river  just  in  time  to  see  the  retreating  of  six  of  the  Indians,  who  had  made  a 
rush  upon  Mr.  Hanscome  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  mules,  as  was  seen  by  one  of  the  com- 
pany, who  was  some  distance  from  the  scene.  Mr.  Hanscome,  unable  to  relinqnish  them,  held 
on  to  the  ropes,  whereupon  one  of  the  Indians  raised  his  gun  and  shot  him  through  the  head, 
killing  him  instantly.'" 

Mr.  Hanscome  possessed  an  unusully  cheerful  disposition  and  ready  wit,  was  a  warm 
firiend  nnd  genial  companion ;  his  energy,  quickness  of  repartee,  self-reliance,  tact  and  love  of 
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adventure  qualified  him  admirably  for  the  life  of  a  pioneer,  and  gare  him  aa  easy  aaceadmcy 
over  the  class  of  men  whom  he  met  in  such  a  life. 

Mr.  Han^come  was  married  Oct.  19, 1853,  to  Miss  Anna  J.,  daughtar  of  Abram  and  Anu 
AadetaoD.   Mrs.  Uanaoome  and  her  two  danghtera  atUl  residb  in  La  Croaae. 

llAltVKY  J.  FBOK 

Mr.  Peck  was  born  in  South  Bainbridge,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1818.  Residei 
there  and  in  Coventry,  same  county,  until  1826,  when  be  removed  with  his  parents  to  Whiter- 
town,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.  Here  he  reoeired  a  good  oommon-aohool  edaeation,  and,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  getting  the  Western  fever,  find  having  some  relatives  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  he 
Started  on  a  canal  boat  for  Buffalo;  then  he  took  passu^e  on  the  old  steamboat  Columbus,  which 
took  him  aroand  the  lakea  to  Chicago,  Milwankee  and  back  to  Green  Bay,  where  he  landed  in 
September,  1838.  He  was  married  on  his  way  West.  Some  time  after,  he,  with  fifa  otben, 
took  a  canoe  and  started  up  the  Fox  River  to  seo  the  country,  h;inling  their  canoe  arouml  the 
rapids  of  the  Fox  River;  they  entered  Lake  Winnebago  and  worked  their  way  to  Oshkosh. 

He  remained  at  Chreen  Bay  during  the  fhll  of  1888,  working  at  tiie  carpenter  and  joinen' 
trade  until  winter,  when  he  hired  out  to  go  down  the  Bay  lumbering  at  a  saw-mill,  where  tliejr 
lived  on  bread,  salt  fish  and  potatoes,  with  no  tea,  cofl'ee,  sugar  or  meat.  After  staying  tliers 
about  two  months,  he  left  and  went  to  Fond  du  Lac  ;  here  he  remained  until  1851,  gencnUj 
angaged  in  farming,  doing  some  carpenter  work,  and  sometimes  lumbering.  Daring  this  periei 
his  wife  died.  In  October,  1851,  he  hired  out  to  Rev.  William  Card,  to  go  to  La  Crosse,  *  > 
assist  him,  in  company  with  George  Carlton,  in  building  a  store  on  Third  street.  La  Cro««e 
was  then  in  its  infancy,  bat  growing  rapidly.  About  the  let  of  December  of  this  year,  Mr. 
Peck,  in  company  with  two  others,  bought  an  o.x  team  and  supplies,  and  started  up  the  Black 
River  to  get  out  hewed  timber  and  lumber ;  they  succeeded  in  rafting  down  the  river  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  four  rafts  of  timber  and  two  of  lumber.  They  sold  their  timber  to  Rublee  t 
Smith  in  La  Crosse,  and  the  lumber  to  R.  C.  Van  Rensselaer  at  Onalaska.  Mr.  Peck  di<i  > "roe 
work  at  La  Crosse  and  helped  finish  a  wharf  boat  for  J.  M.  Levy:  then  went  to  Onalaska  to 
reside,  and  there  got  out  the  hard  timber  and  worked  on  the  first  saw-mill  built  at  that  place, 
the  owners  being  Nichols  k  Tompkins.  That  winter  (1852),  he  hired  out  to  George  Famam 
(who  put  a  crew  in  the  woods  to  get  out  logs  for  Nichols  &  Tompkins)  to  drive  a  tole  team. 
During  this  winter  he  went  to  Madison  twice  for  supplies;  from  Neilsville  to  Yellow  R-vor.  he 
followed  a  new  road  for  fifty  miles,  along  whicli  there  were  no  houses  nor  stopping-places,  and 
bang  obliged  to  camp  in  the  woods  alone  without  supper,  breakfast,  or  feed  or  water  for  bis 
team.  After  logging  was  done  in  the  spring,  he  took  charge  of  driving  Farnham's  logs,  Thi:< 
was  the  fir^t  time  logs  were  driven  out  of  the  Black  River,  and  the  first  year  of  Sam  Western 
being  on  the  river,  i.  e.,  1858.  Subsequent  to  this  ho  took  up  his  residence  at  Onalaska,  work> 
ing  at  the  carpenter  and  joiners'  trade,  in  company  with  II.  D.  Egerly.  Hare  Mr.  Peck  held 
the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Town  Treasurer,  anil,  for  several  years.  Postmaster.  In 
September,  185G,  he  married  his  second  wife,  Miss  Carrie  M.  Lawrence.  In  186-1,  having  been 
elected  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Courts  he  removed  to  La  Crosse  and  held  the  office  six  years ;  then 
went  into  the  insurance  business,  and.  in  August,  ll^TO,  was  appointed  by  tlie  .Tudges  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  and  District  Courts  ^Judges  Drummond  i!^  Hopkins]  their  Clerk,  which 
porition  he  now  holds. 

A.  .Steinlbik. 

Mr.  Steinlein  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  having  been  born  in  the  old  city  of  Treves  in  1823.  » 
place  made  famous  as  having  one  of  the  most  renowned  of  all  religious  relics — the  reputed  ojat 
worn  by  the  Savior,  which  is  exhibited  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony  once  in  fifty  years,  and 
is  confidently  clainiO'l  to  work  tniracles.  Mr.  Steinlein  was  favored  with  a  sight  of  this  hn\x 
vestment — a  knit  garment,  which  he  thinks  is  renewed  as  often  as  occasion  requires.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  Oymnaaium  of  that  city,  of  which  he  was  a  student  for  five  yeara.  This  in> 
atitation  is  equivalent  to  the  academy  in  this  country,  being  intermediate  between  the  high  school 
and  the  eoHege.   As  his  father  was  a  proftsaional  teacher,  be  was  a  student  from  his  earlieat  yean. 
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He  gradaated  from  the  Gymnasiam  at  fifteen,  and  then  spent  two  yean  at  the  Normal  school  at 
Breobl,  from  which  be  gradaated  at  seventeen,  and  waa  a  teacher  at  Treves  for  two  jears,  then 
MUgiatad  jntt  in  time  to  escape  eerriee  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Steinlein  came  to  New  York  City  in  1843,  and  learned  his  trade  (printing)  in  the  pub- 
liiihiDg  house  of  Ludwig.  Came  to  La  Crosse  in  1856,  baying  a  farm  back  of  the  blaffs  in  the 
town  of  Barre.  That  winter,  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  helped  found  the  Nord-Stem  (North 
Star),  with  whieh  paper  he  was  oonnected  for  a  year,  when  he  went  back  to  his  farm  where  he 
lived  for  six  yean.  Here  he  was  very  active  in  establishing  roads  and  schools.  By  great  per- 
sonal efforts,  he  moceeded  in  having  the  first  schoolbouse  built  of  brick,  thus  insuring  a  substan- 
tial, permanent  etmetttre  on  the  start,  and  also  the  most  eoonomloal,  as  the  ezpenee  was  dmoet 
wholly  obviated  in  following  his  sugge.'^tion  and  example  to  build  it  by  theirown  joint  labors,  the 
only  outlay  bein£  for  brick-laying.  About  1862,  he  became  connected  with  Mr.  Ulrich  in  pub- 
lishing the  N&reP^Stem,  with  which  paper  he  was  connected  f»  two  years,  when  he  was  elected 
Register  of  Deeds,  an  office  he  held  for  four  years.  He  has  nnoe  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Notary  Public,  Commissioner  of  the  Poor,  Commissioner  of  Schools,  the  latter  continu- 
ously since  1874  ;  is  also  an  agent  for  steamboats,  land,  etc.;  has  buun  Police  Justice  since  about 
1864.  lie  still  takes  great  interest  in  all  movements  of  a  public  charaeter,  and  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Singing  Society,  which  has  for  its  object  the  culture  of  music,  athletic  exer- 
cises, art,  literature  and  education,  all  worthy  objects  that  should  enlist  the  commendation  and 
support  of  all  good  citisens. 

The  following  is  the  official  statement  for  the  year  187U : 
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The  followinix  aJ'c  the  official  figures  received  at  the  County  Clerk's  ofTice,  showing  the  acre- 
age of  lands  sown  with  cereals  for  the  season  of  1880,  and  other  items  bearing  on  the  agricult> 
ural  and  boitionltnral  interests  of  the  county : 
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With  the  exception  of  the  town  of  Buras,  the  oensos  of  La  Crosse  Countv  for  1880  is 
below  completed.    It  is  a  remarkable  fiu»t  that  every  town  in  the  county,  excepting  Greenfield, 

Holland  and  Washington,  has  suffered  a  material  loss  in  the  matter  of  population  since  the  St  ut 
census  was  taken  five  years  ago.  The  following  comparative  table  between  1875  and  1880  will 
give  the  change  between  these  years  in  population  and  the  total  nnmber  at  present  hi  the  eoontj: 
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CITY  OF  LA  CROSSE. 

In  a  former  portion  of  this  work  the  endeavor  has  been  made  to  portray  that  period  in  the 
history  of  La  Croese  when  the  primary  steps  were  taken  to  found  a  colony  and  build  a  city, 
bringlDgthe  record  down  to  a  date  when  the  early  settlement,  emerging  from  behind  clouds  of 
disappointraent  and  uncertainty,  took  its  alloted  place  among  the  established  evidences  of  Western 

enterprise. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  examine  into  a  later  period  in  the  history  of  the  same  et^,  wh«a 
with  resources  greatly  enlargnl  and  territory  extendeil  by  a  brilliant  career  of  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry it  has  progressed  to  a  degree  of  perfection,  invariably  attending  the  exercise  of  these  iu* 
centivee.  Sneh  Bnceees,  bom  of  laudable  ambition,  may  have  excited  the  jealousy  of  rivals,  but 
it  has  not  bred  a  mischicvuus  j)olicY,  nor  nurtured  the  germs  of  domestio  cormptiou  whidi  grad-  ' 

nally  culminate  in  disrnembermLMit  and  decay. 

History  and  tradition  unite  in  ascribing  to  the  present  city  site  a  semi-sacred  character,  as 
the  resort  of  Indians,  from  time  immemorial,  to  indulge  in  games  of  athletic  sports  and  skill.  With- 
out the  sanctity  attachiiif^  to  grounds  wholly  devoted  to  rpli<:;ious  usage,  it  was  SO  far  privilcgi'i 
as  to  be  made  a  ground  of  neutrality  and  a  common  place  of  assemblage  for  the  various  tribes  of 
a  large  section  of  the  country.  Being  easy  of  access  by  reason  of  its  contiguity  to  Black  and 
La  Crosse  Rivers,  both  of  which  empty  into  the  Missi-^^ippi  within  the  city  limits,  and  the  month 
of  Root  River  on  the  west,  but  four  miles  below,  furnished  admittance  by  canoe  for  a  radiss  of 
one  hundred  miles. 

After  the  manner  of  the  Greeks  who,  in  ancient  times,  contended  in  the  Olympic,  Itthaeao 

and  Namean  games  at  staterl  intervals,  these  red-browed  contestants  came  from  far  and  near  to 
enter  the  lists  against  foemeu  of  rival  tribes.  One  who  witnessed  the  game  of  La  Crosse,  speaks  of 
seeing  not  less  tlian  tfiree  hundred  of  the  most  superb  and  renownea  warriors  of  oppofiing  tribes 
matched  against  each  other.   To  avoid  all  incumbrances  to  their  movements,  they  were  strippsd 
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almost  to  nudity,  and  the  efforts  made  by  the  contending  forces  called  into  exercise  every  faculty 
of  tbe  savage  nature.  The  excitement  was  shared  by  friends  of  the  respective  parties  who  inspired 
them  to  ranawed  vigor  and  the  exercise  of  avery  power  of  wbidi  they  were  capable,  to  the  end  that 
thev  might  prevail.  Those  gatherings  are  hhuI  to  have  ooonirad  both  in  the  Bpring  and  &U| 
and  the  contests  were  prolonged  and  bitterly  conducted. 

As  naarly  as  can  m  asoertained,  the  mat  reeideat  of  the  <nty  aita  waa  die  one-^ed  De- 
onrra,  9a  named  from  a  French  ancestor.  He  was  born  about  177*2,  and  settled  at  La  Crosse 
when  fifteen  VMrs  of  age.    lie  aided  in  the  capture  of  Mackinaw,  took  part  in  the  expedition 

aisiast  Pnina  do  CSiien,  pumcipated  in  the  capture  of  Black  Hawk,  in  1832,  and  died  during 
e  month  of  Angnat,  1864,  »( the  advanoed  age  of  nintey-tvo  yeats. 

THE  FIIiST  VISnOBfl. 

The  fitat  aeoonnt  of  visitora  to  tbe  ci^  of  La  Oroeae  relatea  that  Maj.  Z.  M.  Pike  arrived 

there  on  the  12th  of  September,  1805,  while  en  route  to  discover  the  source  of  the  Miaaisaippi. 
Maj.  Stephen  H.  Long  is  said  to  have  reached  La  Crosse  on  the  IHh  of  July,  1817  ;  six  years 
later,  Lieut.  Martin  Scott,  of  Muj.  Lung's  command,  arrived  on  the  city's  site.  In  1835,  rails 
were  left  at  La  Crosse,  according  tu  the  statement  of  Oen.  Sibley,  for  the  purpose  of  fencing  in 
a  clniiii.  I)ut  nothing  came  of  it.  These  rails  were  cat  and  hauled  on  to  the  ground  under  tlie 
direction  of  Gen.  Sibley,  U.  L.  Dousman  and  Fraogois  La  Batt,  to  inclose  a  considerable  por- 
tioo  of  the  nnaurveyed  prairie,  bnt  La  Batt,  in  whose  hands  the  matter  waa  intriisted  by  bis  oo- 
laborera,  neglected  to  carry  out  the  measures  necessary  to  secure  the  claim,  and  the  rails  were 
sabseqaently  appropriated  by  passing  steamers  for  fuel.  During  1835-36  and  part  of  1837, 
titers  are  no  evidences,  beyond  tbe  claims  of  Coons  <!L  Cubboge,  already  cited,  of  any  visitations 
to  thia  locality.  While  on  a  trip  from  Mendota  to  Wadiington,  in  the  latter  year  Gen.  Sibley 
was  frozen  in  at  La  Crosse  and  obliged  to  pack  his  baggage  overland  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  In 
May,  1838,  Hon.  William  Hull  states  be  was  encamped  for  a  night  at  a  puint  near  where  the 
Bellevue  House  now  ia,  and  in  1889  and  1840,  tbe  Hod.  H.  M.  Rice  passed  La  Croese  prairie. 
In  the  latter  year,  says  Nathan  Myrick,  a  nicmbfr  of  the  American  Fur  Company  hauled  rails 
to  a  point  near  the  river,  with  a  view  to  making  claim  to  land,  but  these  were  taken  for  fuel  by 
steamers.  He  states,  fbrtber,  that  a  company  of  United  Statca  troopa  encamped  on  the  preaent 
city  site  during  the  same  year,  for  a  few  weeks,  to  pravent  the  Indians  from  crossing  from  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  marka  of  their  encampment  were  the  onlj  visible  evidenoea 
of  occupation  by  the  whites. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  advantages  of  locality  and  its  accessibility. 
La  Crosse  was  not  thou'_rht  of  as  a  site  for  a  citv  for  a  period  between  the  time  when  Hennepin 
first  ascended  to  the  upper  country  and  the  yeai*  when  2jathan  Myrick  visited  the  scene  on  that 
gloomy  November  day,  and  decided  to  establish  himself  here,  and  oat  of  the  wilderness  fiuhion 
a  city  which  should  some  day  be  regarded  as  a  city  altogether  lovely,  altogether  promising,  the 
one  among  ten  thousand  to  which  the  footsteps  of  active  enterprise  should  be  directed,  and 
wbere  the  virtues  of  this  life  would  be  tr^ured  and  promoted  through  the  instrumentality  of 
agendea  by  which  alone  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the  perpetuity  of  nations  are  firmly 
aeeured. 

The  efibrts  made  in  that  behalf  by  Mr.  Myriclc,  Scoots"  Miller,  J.  M.  Levy,  Timothy 
Bams,  Col.  Stoddard,  P.  M.  Rvblee,  Col.  Rodolf  and  others  to  build  upon  fimndationa  not  alto> 

gether  secure  at  the  time  have  been  cited.  The  failures  that  greeted  their  initiatory  attempts, 
and  the  aucoesses  which  followed  their  industry  and  perseverence,  have  also  been  quoted.  To 
their  oonatant  diligence,  indomitable  energy,  untiring  zeal  and  liberal  policy  is  tbe  city  indebted 
for  its  location,  for  its  growth,  and  for  its  position  among  prominent  points  in  the  Northwest  which 
combinations  and  circumstances  have  united  to  project  and  aid  in  realizing.  The  city  is  a  monu- 
ment to  their  intelligence  and  enterprise  that  will  survive  when  the  superficial  tokens  of 
remembrance  which  ordinarily  perpetuate  the  virtaea  of  mankind  ahall  havia  erambled  into 
obtivion. 
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The  early  hist/>ry  of  La  Crosse  as  a  village  has  also  boon  sabmittod,  its  growth  into  a  6lj 
detailed,  and  the  features  of  that  growth. 

The  eity  stands  on  the  east  banlc  of  the  Miseissippi,  660  mllee  firom  St  Lonis  and  197 
mileefrom  St.  Paul.  It  is  located  on  a  beautiful  prairie  seven  miles  in  length  by  two  an<]  one- 
half  miles  in  widtli,  with  the  Mississippi  Bluifs,  which  hug  the  river  closely  on  the  Minnesota 
side,  here  keeping  at  a  respectful  distance.  The  lower  portion  of  the  city  is  devoted  to  btui- 
ness ;  further  east,  business  houses  are  intersperse  !  with  private  residences,  schools,  parks  and 
drives  of  superior  beauty  and  excellence,  the  whole  completing  a  picture  both  harmonious  and 
attractive.  Further  east,  the  grounds  on  which  the  city  is  built  rise  above  the  level  of  the  Front 
street  plateau,  ascended  by  admirably  graded  and  maoademised  roadwaye,  and  adorned  with  pri- 
vate residences,  fjardens  and  resorts,  the  homes  df  intelligence,  wealth  and  liberality.  Still  fur- 
ther east  are  the  Bluffs,  from  the  summits  of  which  is  spread  out  before  the  observer  a  landscape 
rivaling  in  beauty  and  exquisite  perfection  the  master-pieces  of  artists  who  touched  but  to 
adorn.  A  range  of  hills  bounds  the  western  horizon,  between  which  and  the  Bluffs  is  a  match- 
less panorama  of  groves,  gardens,  and  gently-rolling  prairies.  Nestling  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river  the  city  quietly  reposes,  while  the  majestio  Mississippi  rolls  onward  its  mighty  volume  of 
waters  from  the  bleak  recione  of  the  North  through  the  Minonrl  and  Mississippi  Valleys,  to 
empty  into  the  Gulf  amid  the  cane-fields  and  orange-groves  of  tropic  Louisiana.  Acro.ss  the 
river,  the  whistle  of  the  locomotive  is  constantly  heard  as  hurrying  train.s  come  and  go ;  farther 
on  are  the  green  hills  of  Minnesota,  while  above  them  all  stand  the  Bluffs,  looking  down  with  i> 
consciousness  of  dignity  that  comes  of  age  and  superiority.  The  scene  is  grand  beyond  descrip- 
tion, evoking  emotions  of  tlie  sublime  ;ind  beautiful,  and  inspiring  the  heart  with  reverence  for 
nature  and  nature's  (iod.  Facing  each  other  from  opposite  shores  are  immense  monuments  of 
a  formnr  geological  period,*that  hare  braved  the  storms  raging  about  their  summits  for  oen to- 
nes. Beside  Uteir  antiquity,  how  brief  is  the  span  of  historic  lore !  States,  kin;^donis  snd  em- 
pires have  risen  and  grown  tbrougth  their  youth  and  manhood  to  old  a;zp,  and  disappeared,  even 
from  memory,  long  after  these  memorials  of  the  ages  past  reared  their  heads  above  the  earth  at 
their  base.  Through  countless  centaries  they  have  looked  calmly  down  npon  the  Father  ef 
Waters  and  marked  his  varying,  sinoons  oonrse  as  he  rushed  heedlessly  on,  even  to  the  opposing 
battlements  of  the  opposite  shore. 

The  site  of  the  city  is  in  latitade48°  49^  longitude  91^  14^  and  is  nearly  on  the  samepsi^ 
allel  as  Sheboygan,  Kingston,  TiOMideroga  and  Montpelier.  It  is  nearly  midway  of  the  conti- 
nent, and  has  nothing  to  fear  from  rivals  within  a  distance  of  100  miles  in  any  direction.  The 
scenery  combines  the  simple  and  romantic.  The  rolling  prairie,  undulating  for  miles,  and  em- 
bradng  within  its  limits  the  eity  of  La  Crosse  and  town  of  Onalaska  on  the  eastern  riiore,  witb 
the  village  of  La  Crescent  on  the  west,  present  a  scene  of  quiet  beauty  hardly  to  be  surpassed. 
The  bold,  lofty  bluffs  on  either  side,  standing  like  grim  wardens  jealous  of  the  trust,  present 
their  rocky  bastions  to  the  snnshine  and  the  storm,  regardless  alike  of  the  flight  of  years  or  tbe 
war  of  elements,  and  seem  to  defy  the  ravages  of  the  gnawing  tooth  of  time.  Rejoice,  oh  bitia, 
in  your  strength,  but  know  that  your  lofty  heads  shall  be  brought  low.  Every  particle  that  now 
forms  your  mighty  bulk  shall  be  disintegrated  and  become  undistinguishab|e  from  the  sands  at 
your  feet,  the  sport  of  the  wind  or  prey  of  the  river,  to  be  borne  where  it  will.  Thus  shall  tbs 
valleys  be  exalted  and  the  hills  brought  low. 

The  river  gives  life  and  animation  to  the  scene,  winding  in  a  serpentine  course,  now  wash- 
ing the  bases  of  the  inclosing  hills  or  cutting  through  the  midst  of  an  extended  plain,  whidi 
sometimes  parts  to  take  the  waters  in  its  embrace  ;  it  always  mOVSS  majestically  and  triumph- 
antly on  its  course.  Swollen  by  the  spring  rains  or  melting  snows  of  winter,  it  extends  its 
channel  to  a  distance  of  miles  on  either  side,  till  it  becomes  a  long,  continuous  inland  sea. 
Yielding  to  the  summer  heats,  it  dwindles  to  a  mere  rilf  in  comparison  with  the  mighty  voluBe 
it  had  so  shortly  before  borne  in  triumph  to  the  sea.  The  Mississippi  never  for  two  consecntiT* 
seasons  probably  pursues  exactly  the  .same  course,  and  the  changes  furnish  a  variety  to  the  land-  | 
scape  always  pleasing  to  the  sight,  thoueh  often  destructive  to  the  property  of  those  having  poa-  | 
sessions  within  reneh  of  the  annnal  floods. 
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From  the  summit  of  the  bluffs,  or  any  elevation,  the  scene  is  at  all  times  one  of  rare  beautj. 
Theeontrast  of  hill  and  vale,  open  prairie  ami  woodland,  of  water  and  land,  gives  a  varie^ 
most  grateful  to  the  eye.  From  the  esphinade.  m  the  foot  of  Main  street,  overlooking  the  river, 
ooe  never  fails  to  9ee  a  glorious  sunset,  when  the  weather  is  propitious.  The  changing  hues  are 
modiBed  bj  the  bare  tops  of  the  bluib,  their  wooded  dopes  »nd  the  plain  and  river  at  the  base, 
so  that  almost  every  varying  shade  may  be  traced  from  the  deepest  hue  to  the  almost  impercep- 
tible tint.  The  pencil  of  the  artist  and  inspiration  of  the  poet  would  alike  fail  in  giving  an 
adequate  conception  of  the  wonderful  loveliness  of  a  La  Crosse  sunset. 

Oonuneroially,  the  city  is  most  admirably  situated,  being  accessible  from  large  agricultural 
regions,  east  and  west ;  on  the  direct  route  from  Chicago  and  all  eastern  points  to  the  Black 
Hills  and  other  distant  points  in  the  Territories,  the  sale  and  direct  shipment  of  goods  as  also 
their  trans-shipment  is  simply  enormous,  and  every  entire  mile  of  road  is  said  to  embraoe  a 
ra<iiiis  of  an  entire  township  in  :irca  fliat  is  added  to  La  Crosse,  whose  lulvantages  of  competing 
freights  by  car  and  steamer,  must  make  it  the  great  distributing  point  of  ail  the  new  region  to 
tbe  westward,  now  being  opened  to  settlement  and  traffic.  This  pre-eminence  can  and  no  doubt 
vill  be  held  indefinitely  by  judicious  management  on  the  part  of  the  oommeraal  oommnnitj. 

For  two  hundred  miles  to  the  northward,  even  to  Lake  Superior,  is  a  vast  pine  region,  the 
product  of  which,  following  the  natural  highways  of  the  numerous  rivers  above,  emptying  into 
tbe  Miiisissippi,  must  of  necessity  pass  La  Crosse  and  pay  tribute  to  the  lumber  mills  wbidi 
last  year  bad  a  combined  production  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  million  feet.  The  traffic  on 
Black  River  has  been  directed  hither  from  the  settlement  of- the  place,  and  tbe  books  of  the 
Blaek  River  Improvement  Company  exhibit  the  immense  traffic  of  diat  stream  for  the  past  thir- 
teen years,  in  the  statement  that  2,061,491,800  ftet  of  pine  lumber  has  floated  out  of  that  stream 
since  the  company  was  organized. 

There  are  now  ten  mills  at  work  m  La  Crosse,  and  as  an  instance  of  the  work  done  by 
these  mills,  it  maj  be  stated  that  in  one  of  them,  during  a  run  of  210  days  in  1880,  with  but 
two  circular  saws,  there  W«re  turned  out  18..500,000  feet  of  lumber,  7,250,000  shingles,  7,500,- 
000  cords  of  slabs  and  1,000,000  lath.  There  are  three  ilouring  mills,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of 
1,500  barrels  of  floor  daily.  The  steamboat  interests  represent  a  Talaation  of  nearly  half  a 
million;  while  the  railroad  and  other  interests  are  estimated  at  nearly  a  half  a  million. 

By  the  winter  of  1856,  the  population  of  La  Crosse  had  increased  to  nearly  3,000,  and  the 
qoestion  of  incorporation  as  a  city  was  again  seriously  mooted. 

The  sabject  was  first  agitated  in  the  fall  of  1854,  when  it  was  suggested  that  a  meeting  be 
held  to  decide  upon  the  principal  features  which  were  wished  incorporated  in  a  bill  preparatory 
to  becoming  a  city.  It  was  even  then  considered  high  time  that  some  effectual  organization  be 
had,  whereby  a  system  of  permanent  Improvements  in  the  grading  of  streets  and  baUdingof  side- 
walks, etc.,  could  be  commenced.  The  matter  fell  through,  however,  and  nothing  was  done  until 
Dec.  17,  1855,  when  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  court  house  to  take  into  consideration  tbe  proprietv 
4^  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  a  village  or  lAtj  charter.  There  was  bat  a  limitM  attend- 
ance, and  again  did  ftilnre  attend  thv  <  fforts.  Finally  a  bill  was  adopted  at  the  session  of  the 
L^islatare,  which  convened  in  Madison,  in  January,  1856,  and  La  Crosse  became  a  city  by 
name,  as  also  in  fact.  The  charter  divided  tbe  city  into  three  wards,  each  ward  electing  three 
Aldermen  the  first  year,  who  held  their  offices  for  one,  two  and  three  years,  respectively.  The 
remaining  officers  were  a  Mayor,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Police  Justice, 
liarshal  and  a  City  Attorney,  with  the  usual  complement  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Assessors, 
Constables,  and  the  election  was  directed  to  be  hefd  on  the  first  Tnesday  in  April  next  ensuing. 

When  the  intelligence  of  legislative  action,  in  harmony  with  the  ambitions  of  La  Crosseians, 
was  promulgated,  the  citizens  became  as  enthusiastic  as  the  boy  with  his  first  pair  of  new  boots, 
and  took  immediate  action  looking  to  an  acceptance  of  the  conditions  by  making  provisions  for 
holding  an  election  at  the  date  specified. 

On  Friday,  March  14,  185G,  the  Democracy  assembled  at  the  court  house,  where  Col.  Stod- 
dard was  nominated  for  Mayor;  but  declining,  John  M.  Levy  was  substituted  and  beaded  the 
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Ibllo wing  ticket:  F.  A.  Moore* Clerk ;  J.  H.  Rogers,  Treasurer ;  H.  £.  Hubbard, Police  Justice; 
Peter  Barns,  City  Mtrshal ;  0.  R.  Rogers,  City  Attorney,  end  the  Rer.  W.  C.  Sherwin,  Safwr- 

intendent  of  Sclmnl?. 

The  Ward  Officers  were:  Edward  Flint,  William  Denison,  and  Moses  Clerk,  Aldermen; 
H.  E.  Hubbard,  Justice  and  William  Hood,  Assessor. 

Second  Werd — George  Scharpf,  \V.  H.  Tneker  and  E.  D.  Gempbdt,  Aldermen ;  Z.  P. 

Herrick,  Assessor,  and  John  Clos,  Constiiblc. 

Third  Ward — James  Whalen,  Robert  Looney  and  Chase  A.  Stevens,  Aldermen;  C. 
Walters,  Jiutice;  J.  S.  Harris,  Assessor,  and  F.  Bokw,  Constable. 

On  the  succeedinj];  dav  a  raeetintr  was  held  in  the  court  house  also,  at  which  the  followin;: 
ticket  was  adapted  under  the  caption  "Citizens'  Nominations,"  Thomas.  B.  Stoddard  for  Mayor; 
David  B.  Travis  for  Police  Justice;  W.  W.  Ustick,  Treasurer;  James  M.  Randall,  Clerk,  and 
L.  A.  Ellis,  Attorney. 

First  Ward— Jonas  Mohr,  W.  W.  Crosby  and  F.  M.  Rublee.  Aldermen;  D.  B.  Trsris, 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  Elisa  Whitlesey,  Assessor,  and  Thomas  McDowall,  Constable. 

Second  Ward— A.  W.  Webster,  Allen  Overbaugh  and  James  W.  Polleys,  Aldermen ;  J.  8. 
Siroonton,  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Assessor,  and  Abner  Pollevs,  Constable. 

Third  Ward— A.  1).  La  Due,  A.  W.  Pettibone  and  A.  W.  Shepard,  Aldermen;  S.  S. 
Snow,  Jttstice  of  the  Peace;  F.  P.  Braddish,  Assessor,  and  J.  A.  Bowman,  Constable. 

The  campaign,  though  brief,  was  spirited  and  not  altogether  devoid  of  the  features  which 
characterize  similar  undertakings  of  the  present  day.  The  election  was  held  on  the  day 
appointed  and  is  represented  to  have  been  quiet.  It  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Thomas  B.  Stod- 
dard for  Mayor,  with  a  majority  of  the  Democratic  ticket  inelading  the  Aldermen,  ^hom  the 
opposition  press  did  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  capable  and  honest,  who  would  furnidi  a  faithful 
administration  and  afford  proper  enoonragement  for  all  necessary,  bat  not  too  expensive  improve* 
ments. 

The  Common  Gonnoil  convened  at  the  court  honse  on  Tuesday  morning,  April  8,  1855,  at 

whic'li  Cha-^e  A.  Stevens  was  elected  Chairman  pro  tern.,  though  the  Mayor  elect  prsetdod,  and 
the  preliminaries  of  organizing  a  municipal  government  were  disposed  of. 

La  Crosse,  aa  a  city,  datsa  its  beginning  at  this  point.  As  was  expected  and  predicted,  La 
Crosse  was  foil  of  strangers,  and  increased  in  numbers  daily  by  the  arrivals  of  from  thirty  to 
eighty  ;  some  for  business  in  the  city,  and  some  for  the  country  thereto  tributary.  Houses  went 
up  as  if  by  magic,  new  stores  were  opened,  shops  tilled  with  goods,  streets  overrun  with  biisi* 
nees,  bnsiness  men,  drays,  carte,  speculators,  fiirmera,  and  yet  more  coming.  Rente  and  the  prices 
of  real  estate  appreciated  at  once.  Money  was  tight,  provisioim  higher,  labor  liiglier;  every 
mechanic  had  all  he  could  attend  to,  and  all  this  in  the  course  of  business  without  any  undue 
excitement.  The  hotels  were  crowded  to  repletion,  and  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
a  place  to  sleep.  There  were  no  houses  to  rent,  and  many  families  were  obliged  tu  pat  up  a 
shanty,  and,  coveri?»g  if  with  bmirds.  occupy  this  makeshift  until  different  armngcments  could 
be  made.  Notwithstanding  tiie  absence  of  houses,  it  would  be  impossible  to  notice  one-twentieth 
part  of  the  buildings  put  up  during  that  year.  Among  the  most  important  was  ihat  put  up 
opposite  the  Nnd'mul  Democrat  office,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  ;  the  three  storv 

building  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Second  streets  built  by  Smith  k  Francis;  the  three  story 
brick  put  up  by  John  M.  Levy,  adjoining  the  Augusta  House,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Froat 
atreete;  the  banking  house  of  Lathrop  k  Co.,  adjoining  the  Demorrat  office,  and  the  stores  of 
Hoare  k  Elliott,  of  Mark  Gultraan  &  Co.,  with  others,  all  of  brick,  increased  the  fiMilities  fw 
business,  and  removed  some  cause  for  complaint  of  a  lack  of  room. 

In  June,  what  has  since  been  known  as  North  La  Crosse,  was  added  to  the  dty,  and  now 
constitutes  the  Fifth  Ward.  It  lay  north  of  the  railroad  addition,  and  adjoining  the  city  linuts. 
where  it  was  survevcrl  out  of  lands  owned  by  Messrs.  Rublee,  Gillett,  Cameron,  Sill  and  Clin- 
ton, and  haa  become  a  valuable  and  very  considerable  part  of  the  city.  At  that  time,  it  was 
the  locali^  of  mills  conducted  by  Gillett  s  Co.,  Oroaby,  Uamwom  k  do.,  Shepaid  k  Valenlitte 
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and  others,  and  dvring  1856  it  was  made  the  nucleus  of  this  line  of  business,  which  is  to-day 
nnsurpsMed  in  the  amonnt  of  Inmber  ent  and  amount  of  profits  aecraiog  by  any  other  point  in 
the  Northwest.  It  has  become  the  principal  place  to  manufacture  lumber  from  the  !or;s  cut  on 
Blsck  Kiver  and  ite  tributaries.  Tlte  price  of  lots  there  was  placed  at  a  comparatively  low 
figure,  and  the  terms  aide  to  tuil.tlioM  who  desired  to  pardiaa«i  The  mult  has  been  that 
North  La  Crosse  has  growB  into  a  maanfiMStaring  point  of  immense  reeooress,  tributary  to  and 
yet  a  part  of  i.a  Crosse  proper. 

One  great  want  said  to  have  been  felt  was  the  luck  of  money  to  be  invested  in  mechanical, 
eonmercial  and  residence  investments.  As  a  commentator  observed  at  thu  time,  "there  is 
•BS  thing  the  market  here  is  supplied  Avith,  and  that  is  whisky  shops." 

This  ^ear  the  educational  advantages  of  the  city  were  increased  and  enhanced.  In  May 
sn  Educational  Convention  was  held  in  the  city,  and  a  society  organized  for  the  promotion  of 
popular  education,  for  the  free  discussion  of  all  topics  connected  with  the  success  of  common 
schools,  and  for  the  support  of  a  Teachers'  Institute.  Other  measures  were  inaugurated  by  the 
city  and  county  in  behalf  of  the  cause  to  make  up  for  what  had  been  left  undone  in  the  years 
vhen  La  Crosse  was  a  settlement  or  a  village.  Through  the  spring  the  system  bore  abundant 
fruits,  and.  when  school  re-commenced  in  October,  it  was  with  means  and  &oilitiea  to  which  the 
community  had  heretofore  been  strangers. 

On  October  7,  a  union  sehool  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Kennett,  who 
came  from  Cincinnati  to  take  charge,  vliilo  those  not  sufficiently  advanced  in  their  studies 
attended  at  the  brick  schoolhooae,  in  which  studies  higher  than  elementary  were  taught.  A 
primary  sohool  was  opened  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  intention  of  the  School  Board  was 
to  provide  all  who  desired  to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  securing  a  substantial  education. 

What  \v(ts  true  of  the  sciiools  will  apply  with  equal  forco  to  the  ohurches.  The  cause  of 
religion  was  carefully  nurtured  and  sustained. 

Among  the  oorporations  which  organized  and  went  actively  to  work,  in  addition  to  the  rail- 
way ventures  that  were  projected  and  halted  this  year,  was  the  Onalaska  Plank  Rnad  and  Bridge 
Company,  of  which  Francis  M.  Rublee  was  President ;  George  Gale,  Vice  President;  D.  D.  Cam- 
crop,  Secretary;  Albert  T.  Clinton,  Treasurer;  C.  A.  Stereos,  Attorney,  and  William  B.  Sill, 
Chief  Engineer.  The  company  blUlt  the  plank  road  from  La  Crosse  north,  and  exercised  the 
trust  committed  to  it  with  fidelity. 

In  the  spring,  the  Northern  Belle,  then  and  since  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  elaborately 
built  and  furnished,  as  also  speedy,  boats  that  ever  landt  1  at  La  Crosse,  reached  the  city  in 
charge  of  Capt.  Lodwick,  and  on  the  night  of  Friday.  .Vugust  6,  following,  the  storm-cloud 
Euroclvdon  swooped  down  upon  the  city,  unroofing  the  Augusta  House,  Crosby  k  Uanscom's 
ssw-mill,  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  other  buildings. 

One  of  the  sad  events  of  thi.s  year,  and  which  brought  sorrow  to  many  hearts,  was  the 
<ieath  of  Mrs.  Emelyne  J.  Fales,  nee  Carlton,  who  will  be  remembered  as  the  belle  of  the  ball 
given  in  La  Croese  Christmas  night,  1851.  Seldom  bad  death  plucked  a  fairer  flower  or 
stricken  the  hearts  <tf  so  many  warm  personal  friends.  She  jdied  April  7,  1856,  universally 
mourned. 

With  the  advent  of  another  year,  new  hopes  clustered  around  the  hearts  of  the  residents  of 
La  Crosse,  and  kindled  a  new  s«il  in  the  struggle  for  life.    Improvement  and  progress  had 

become  as  much  of  a  necessity  as  e.xistence,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  liberality  had  new  de- 
velopment in  every  department  of  business  life.  The  dawn  of  the  new  year  was  the  signal  for 
new  plana  and  preparations  in  their  behalf  all  tending  toward  progress  and  the  realisation  of 

hopes  founded  upon  reason  and  practical  common  sense. 

The  city  wa.s  now  in  the  sixth  year  of  its  growth,  and  contained  a  population  estimated  at 
5,000.  The  activity  apparent  on  all  sides,  the  immense  stocks  stored  and  on  sale,  and  the 
hustle  and  eicitement  about  her  shops  and  mann&cturing  establishments,  gave  abundant  evi* 
<lence  of  her  prosperity  and  thrift.  The  city  was  well  built,  supplied  with  commodious  stores, 
warehouses  and  hotels,  two  banks;  supported  two  papers,  both  wide  awake  to  everything  which 
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affected  the  iDterests  of  the  city  containing  a  ''lively"  class  of  residents,  and  fully  confirming 
the  destiny  predicted  of  her  to  beoome  one  of  the  IcMding  oitieo  of  the  npper  Miaeissippi. 

Among  the  more  prominent  of  tho  merchants  established  here  at  this  period,  and  who  aided 
in  procuring  for  La  Crosse  the  reputation  of  being  the  second  city  in  Wisconsin,  were  D-  F. 
Harrington  &  Co.,  M.  A.  Gedney  &  Co.,  A.  A.  Stevens,  A.  G.  Bagley  k  Co.,  Hoare  k  Elliott, 
Walter  Brown,  Broilish  &  Turner,  Saaith  &  Ustick,  Lloyd  &  Supplee,  Gutman,  Lennon  k  C©., 
McGibbon  k  Peniial  imd  others.  J.  S.  Pfouts,  Mrs.  M'  E.  Finney,  M.  D.,  Mc.Vrthur  k  Cam- 
eron and  P.  Brooks  officiated  as  physicians ;  D.  Shillock,  A.  Johnson,  J.  R.  Crossett,  Dennisoo 
&  Lyndea,  G.  6.  k  M.  G.  Hftmoome,  La  Dae,  Armitrong  k  Co.,  O.  T.  Gilmaa  and  Piiee  k 
Johnson  pleaded  law  and  collected  claims;  George  Sliarjif  wns  the  fashionable  draper  and  tailor, 
John  Williams  the  barber,  and  PoUeys  k  Williams  entertained  the  hungry  and  furnished  amuse- 
ments, as  also  supplies  for  the  ennuied  and  thirsty ;  Mrs.  Standish  taught  music  ;  Mrs.  Coodrj 
and  Mrs.  Denieon  catered  tothete^tlu  tic  ti\stes  of  Indies  of  fashion,  and  submitted  atocka  of  laoes 
and  what-nots  to  their  approval  and  purchase.  The  Mississippi,  La  Crosse.  Aucusta  and  other 
houses  were  esteemed  hotels,  and  the  Katauyau  and  City  Banks,  with  J.  M.  Levy,  Cramer,  CUntoo 
ft  Co.,  and  Pike  ft  Baeon,  were  adverUaed  as  plaoea  of  diaoount  and  deposit.  The  seTeral  ehiir^ 
seats  were  represented  by  advocates  of  Him  who  taught  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.  who 
were  ready  to  point  the  way  to  life  eternal,  unite  two  souls  with  but  a  single  thought,  visit  the 
sick,  comfort  the  widow  and  orphan  and  bury  the  dead ;  and  every  creed,  profession  and  occupa- 
tion was  moat  genwrously  represented. 

The  amusements  were  of  a  <?imple  and  more  unpretentious  character  as  compared  with  the 
class  of  entertainments  to-day  submitted  to  the  judgment  and  applause  of  fastidious  audiences. 
A  few  of  the  young  men  of  the  <Atj  formed  a  Lyceom  and  amosed  themaeWea,  as  also  their 
friends  while  practicing  in  the  art  of  speaking  and  debating;  a  course  of  lectures  was  atone 
time  proposed,  but  according  to  the  RepuhHcan,  the  coraniunity  delighted  altogether  too  much 
in  the  ''  toe  and  heel  exercise,"  and  the  project  was  abandoned.  An  individual,  under  the  name 
of  the  "  North  Star,"  appeared  at  Barron's  Halt  onoe  or  twice  during  the  year,  to  perform  the 
difficult  feat  of  walking  forty  hours  without  stopping,  upon  a  platform  fourteen  feet  long  ami 
three  feet  wide."  At  occasional  intervals,  the  "  Great  Western  Opera  "  and  other  troupes  con- 
trihated  to  the  pleasarss  of  the  season,  by  negro  delineatioiis,  Irish  eharaeterisation,  etc.,  and 
after  die  performance  closed,  the  benches  were  usually  removed  firom  the  hall  to  afford  those 
who  were  without  corns,  an  opportunity  of  tripping  the  light  fantastic.  Balls  and  parties  were 
also  added  to  the  complement  of  amusements  furnished,  and  were  conducted  with  a  d^ree  of 
dignity  to  be  observed  at  the  most  Sutingm  reeeptions  of  to-day.  Indeed,  the  glass  of  mshioa 
was  as  fre<|uently  consulted  by  the  fair  women  and  amusement  loving  men  ns  is  done  to-day, 
and  they  dianced  the  happy  hours  away,  taking  as  little  thought  of  the  morrow  as  the  daughters 
of  fiishion  of  a  later  period  were  wont  to  do.  But  thus  far  circusses  and  combinatioiu, 
crashed  tragedians,  Josh  Whitcombs,  Bemhardts  and  revised  editions  ni  Dr.  Landis  woe 

among  the  "  blessings  "  yet  unborn. 

Early  in  the  year  the  project  of  widening  and  improving  Fourth  street  was  broached,  and 
met  with  considerable  &Tor  among  those  interested.  It  was  thought,  in  visw  of  the  fbtors 
prospects  of  La  Crosse,  the  consummation  of  this  scheme  was  earnestly  advocated.  It  woul  i 
fix  Fourth  street  as  the  great  artery  and  business  thoroughfare,  the  Broadway  of  the  commercial 
emporium  of  Western  Wisconsin.  It  was  urged  that  a  width  and  grade  be  established,  also  the 
distance  at  which  streets  should  be  set  from  the  line  of  lots,  and  that  improvements  bo  nnder- 
taken  which  should  command  publicadmiration.  In  the  interest  of  this  improvement,  a  meetinj 
was  called  at  the  court  house,  on  the  evening  of  February  IS,  to  talk  the  matter  over  and  take 
snch  action  as  might  have  been  deemed  necessary  to  secure  its  aeeomplishmont  But  nolhiag 
resalted,  and  Fourth  street  long  since  yielded  precedence  to  Main  strsetas  the  popular  tNuinsas 
street  and  public  promenade. 

But  if  this  venture  proved  the  opposite  of  successful,  such  was  not  the  case  with  other 
undertakings.  A  mnsioal  aasodation  was  oiganised  ai^  gave  concerts  OQcasionaHy,  by  partice* 
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lar  request,  at  Barron's  Hall,  and  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  society  evoked  a  murmur  of 
sarprise  at  the  quantity  and  quality  of  musical  talent"  that  was  wasting  in  the  cit^. 
Aootbtfr  success  teored  daring  the  sprine  was  the  organization  of  a  fire  company,  the  first  m 
the  city.  This  grew  out  of  the  constant  juarms  of  fires  raised,  it  is  said,  alnuxt  daily  within  the 
city  limits.  Its  repetition  produced  an  effect  upon  the  public  mind,  and  those  who  ownedprop^ 
erty  began  to  ftar  that  the  streets  of  La  Groese  would  some  day  be  made  desolate.  In  Fobru- 
ary,  three  buildings  eanght  fire  and  were  only  saved  by  the  greatest  exertions.  Later  in  the 
month,  an  alarm  from  opposite  portions  of  the  city,  was  sounded,  and  both  houses  were  destroyed. 
The  bucket  brigade,  with  axes,  comprised  the  department  of  that  day,  and  their  labors  were  con- 
sidered as  feeble  in  opposition  to  elements,  against  which  only  almost  inexhaustible  resources 
estt  combat.  The  loss  that  would  some  day  accrue,  if  measures  were  not  taken  without  delay  to 
pievent  it,  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  calamity,  the  reparation  of  which  would  be  difficult,  if 
not  impoerible.  'Hiere  was  material  in  the  eitj  oat  of  whioh  to  organise  hook  and  ladder  and 
engine  companies,  and  before  it  was  too  late  the  citizens  decided  to  do  this.  The  members 
should  be  made  up  uf  young  men,  and  for  once  in  the  history  of  the  human  family,  to  be  youth- 
ful was  a  condition  of  felicity  super-terrestrial. 

Accordingly  a  meeting  of  the  "young  men'*  of  the  city  was  convened  at  the  court  house 
on  Saturday  evening,  February  21,  and  preparations  in  that  connection  concluded.  L.  D. 
Hubbard  presided,  with  £.  P.  Drake,  Secretary ;  a  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted,  and 
the  following  officers  eloeted ;  J.  G.  Adams,  Foreman ;  A.  A.  Hobart  and  J.  Turner,  Assist- 
ants; E.  P.  Drake.  Secretary  ;  T).  Sturgis,  Treasurer,  and  C  R.  Spoffanl,  Hose  Master. 

Thus  was  the  organization  of  the  first  fire  company,  according  to  the  proper  meaning  of  the 
appellation,  in  La  (^osse,  carried  to  a  saccessfiil  issoe.  In  time  the  company  obtained  its 
masheen;"  the  water  buckets,  and  more  primitive  Iimrfements  whidi  had  tberstofiwe  been  em- 
ployed were  laid  by,  a  sad  farewell  taken  of  their  companionship,  and  one  of  the  most  indis- 
pensable and  prominent  factors  of  life  in  a  city  becutne  one  of  the  prominent  and  indispensable 
&etors  of  life  in  La  Crosse. 

The  winter  prolonged  its  stay  in  La  Crosse  beyond  all  reason,  and  the  supply  of  snow  and 
ice  continued  provokingly  plentiful  until  late  in  March.  When  the  weather  became  warm,  winter 
released  its  rigorous  grasp  upon  town  and  country,  and  life  began  once  more  oat  of  doors.  Some 
sales  of  property  were  made,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Crosse  and  over  the  river  in  Minnesota, 
but  at  rather  lower  figures,  especially  in  the  latter  place,  than  the  property  transferred  had  been 
previously  held.  In  the  city  the  sales  for  February  and  part  of  March  aggregated  about  $15,000, 
the  purchasers  being  C.  Butler,  W.  R.  CoUett  and  McBurney  k  Co.,  and  the  prices  re^uded  as 
fiur.    The  sales  of  Rnblee  &  Burnell  for  one  week  in  May  amotinted  to  ^1^0,000. 

Up  to  September,  when  the  first  shock  to  the  financial  world  was  experienced,  the  sales  of 
real  estate  were  in  keeping  with  the  historr  of  former  years,  and  the  rates  then  eharged  gen- 
erally  maintained.  After  tlio  failure  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Compatiy,  which  precipitated 
the  panic,  real  estate,  like  other  subjects  of  barter  and  exchange,  was  without  any  value. 

On  Saturday,  March  14,  the  city  was  visited  by  one  of  the  most  disastrous  conflagrations  of 
record  from  that  day  to  this,  and  particularly  so  at  the  ttSM  when  the  city  was  pushing  forward  so 
rapidly  and  satisfactorily,  and  when,  also,  the  country  was,  as  the  sequel  proved,  f^n  the  eve  of 
financial  complications  from  the  effects  of  which  it  was  years  in  recovering.  The  flames  were 
discoTered  in  the  New  England  House  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  notwithstanding 
the  exertions  of  citizens,  the  entire  block  on  the  east  side  of  Front  street,  between  State  and 
Main,  with  the  exception  of  Clark's  saloon,  was  burned  to  the  ground,  entailing  a  total  loss  of 
180,000,  part  of  which  was  insared,  and  inflicting  a  blow  npon  the  city's  appearance  that  was 
alnoet  paralyzing.  It  had  the  effect,  however,  of  augmenting  the  strength  of  the  department, 
and  causing  the  passage  by  the  Common  Council  of  an  ordinance  defining  the  city  fire  limits. 
The  instrument  provided  that  none  but  fire-proof  materials  should  be  u.se<i  in  the  erection  of 
boildings  within  the  limits  described — Second,  Mt.  Vernon  and  Vine  Streets,  and  the  MLssissippi 
Biver — and  imposing  the  nsnal  penalties  for  frilnre  to  be  thereby  goTemed.   This  action  was 
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timely  and  ultimately  resulted  in  muck  ^ood  to  the  business  intsmts  of  the  city,  and  more 
particidarly  to  the  Iiolden  of  property  wtdiin  die  preaeribed  limito.   The  fire  was  not  Icn  a 

warning  againtt  narrow  streets,  for  nothing  but  extremely  favorable  circumstances  and  anoeas* 

ing  hard  labor  prevented  the  destruction  of  double  the  amount  of  property  tlmt  was  consumed. 

Among  the  leading  sufferers  by  this  unexpected  calamity  were  Gordon  X:  Loomis,  Gutniaa, 
Lener  k  Co.,  Webaasen  k  Hunt  S.  T.  Smith.  Hart  ft  Edwards,  N.  R.  Smith,  Daniel  BacoD, 
Eckstorm  &  Co.,  C.  Alter,  C.  Volner,  Edwin  Flint.  Goorij;?  Fiirnum,  Peter  Burns,  Bidwell  i 
Goods,  Walter  Brown,  Ll(wd  &.  Supplee,  and  Boycott,  Summer,  Uayee  &  Co.  The  burnt  dis- 
trict was,  in  time,  restored  to  more  than  its  pristine  elegance,  bat  its  destruction  ii  refemd  to 
as  the  first  calamity  that  ever  swooped  down  upon  La  Crosse. 

The  fire  had  scarcely  become  part  of  the  history  of  the  city,  when  the  location  of  coonty 
buildings  by  the  County  Board  was  made  public.  The  site  chosen  was  on  the  east  side  of  La 
Crosse  avmae  hotwera  State  and  Main  streets.  This  created  oonriderable  disaatisfiMtion  widi 
a  portion  of  the  citizens,  it  was  claimed,  and  was  ucceptiihlo  only  to  those  who  would  he  bene- 
fited by  the  rise  of  property  in  the  vicinity.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  proposition  to  nuse 
ft  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  court  house  and  jail.  There  was  intense  opposition  in  some  quar* 
ters,  and  intense  ezeitement  as  the  result.  The  site  was  subsequently  changed  to  its  praent 
location,  and  the  court  house  and  jail  WMO  erected  Mid  stand  Uhday  mfmamsnts  to  their  foand- 
ers,  both  pleasing  and  enduring. 

As  the  spring  advanoed,  and  the  river,  released  from  iee^  was  open  to  naTintion,  trsds 
rosumed  its  wonted  briskness,  and  boats  (beginning  on  the  1st  of  April  with  the  Falls  CSty). 
their  daily  trips  above  and  below. 

At  this  time,  the  speedy  completion  of  the  La  Cro.^e  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  was  hailed 
as  an  item  of  special  importance  to  the  people  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  as  also  to  those  seeldng 
homes  in  Wisconsin  and  .Minnesf>ta.  The  cotnph-tion  and  opening  of  thi.s  road  was  suggested  to 
the  merchants  of  La  Crosse,  that  they  direct  their  attention  to  the  building  up  of  a  trade  with 
Milwaukee.  The  completion  of  the  road  would  have  a  tendency  to  depreciate  the  priee  of 
freight,  and  the  citizens  of  Milwaukee  would  certainly  consult  their  interests  by  seeking  tie 
trade  of  La  Crosse.  But  tliese  predictions  were  never  verified,  and  the  immense  wholesale 
trade  sought  to  be  monopolized  by  Milwaukee  was  diverted  elsewhere. 

Building  this  spring,  in  fact  throughout  the  year,  was  reasonably  general,  until  after  the 
commencement  of  the  panic,  when  it  diminished.  Tlie  large  piles  of  brick  anil  stone  awaiting 
the  call  of  the  artificer  at  the  first  blush  of  spring  gave  evidence  that  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  substantial  buildings  was  in  contemplation,  and  these  tokens  of  prosperity  were  made 
the  occasion  for  much  congratulations.  But  beyond  what  harl  been  contracted  for,  together  with 
buildings  erecte<l  to  supply  those  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  Miu  i  h  11,  and  the  stone  building  ai 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Front  streets,  little  else  was  accomplishes].  The  Smith  Building,  still 
standing,  was  completed  during  the  summer,  and  was,  at  that  time,  considered  one  of  the  finest 
structures  in  design  and  architecture  on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  is  of  stone,  50x104,  two 
stories  high,  finished  and  furnished  with  every  accessory  convenience  could  suggest  at  the  time, 
and  was  eroded  by  Norton  R.  Smith  at  a  cost  that  was  then  considered  large.  As  statsd,  it 
still  stands,  somowmt  decrepit  in  appearance,  and  not  compariitg  with  the  nandsome  edifices 
which  have  gone  up  since  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  But  the  old  building  is  the  pioneer  of  it- 
kind,  and  having  experienced  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life,  and  also  participated  iii 
its  subsequent  triumphs,  sunrives  to*day  tho  mark  and  mold  of  the  times  in  which  it  was 
prominent. 

There  is  nothing  worthy  of  note  reported  as  occurring  from  May  until  July.  Between 
these  periods,  busines.s  was  prosecuted  advantageously;  arrivals  of  emigrants  wort  among  the 
daily  quotations,  trade  fiourishod,  commerce  was  carried  on  briskly,  buildings  wont  mp  in  puces 
tliat  were  newly  selected,  and  all  possible  influences  contributed  their  quota  to  promote  success 
and  secure  a  successful  pursuit  of  happiness.  Railroads  to  and  from  La  Crosse  were  in  process 
of  incubation,  construction  and  completion,  while  the  steamboftting  business,  whioh  was  csnts^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISflORT  OF  LA  CB068E  OOUNTY. 


488 


ing  at  the  city,  was  being  husbanded  and  sustained,  as  also  extended,  for  in  June,  the  Lft 
Crosse  &  Minnesota  Packet  Company,  a  home  enterprise,  WM  eetablished,  with  A.  W.  Sliepwd, 
President;  E.  B.  Pike,  Vice  President;  W.  W,  Webb,  Secretary,  and  A.  T.  Clinton.  Treasurer, 
aod  arrangements  were  making  for  active  operations  when  monetary  affairs  reached  such  a  crit* 
ieil  condition  as  to  preolnde  the  extension  of  lines  ot  coamuniention  involring  the  expenditnre 
ol  Bonej. 

Tfan  was  the  appearance  of  the  city  on  Monday  night,  July  6,  when  the  ordinary  current 
of  events  mm  ilolentlj  tssailed  by  the  organization  of  n  Tigilsnoe  oommittee  of  citizens,  with  & 

view  t  III  destruction  of  certain  disreputable  resorts  that  had  become  established  in  La  Crosse. 
On  the  niglit  in  question,  citizens  to  the  number  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  collected  in 
the  court  house  square  as  if  by  general  consent,  and  perfected  a  thorough  organisation.  Upon 
the  eompletion  of  this  preliminary,  they  proceeded  to  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  where  these  in- 
famous places  had  been  locate<l,  and,  after  warning  tlie  inmates  of  their  intention,  set  fire  to  the 
premises  and  burned  them  to  the  ground.  From  here  the  crowd  marched  to  the  northern  part 
of  tbe  city,  and,  after  destroying  the  fnmitare,  windows  and  doors  of  a  place  known  as  the  ^  St. 
Charles,"  set  fire  to  that  resort  and  burned  it  beyond  repairs.  They  next  went  to  a  small  house 
00  State  street,  thence  to  a  place  on  Second  street,  below  the  Napoleon  Hotel,  but,  upon  promises 
of  the  inmates  to  leave,  refrained  from  interference. 

By  this  tine,  the  doings  of  the  .self-constituted  vigilanoe  committee  had  become  pnhlie 
property,  nnd  the  excitement  throughout  the  city  of  a  character  described  as  wild.  Tiie  streets 
were  thronged.  The  Mayor  and  city  police  and  officials  sought  to  appease  the  committee  and 
cheek  the  deetmetion  of  property,  and  it  was  not  until  the  last  expeiuents  of  eloqnenoe  and 
promise  were  had  recourse  to  that  the  peaoefvl  dispersion  ai  those  engaged,  as  well  as  the  crowd 
of  onlookens,  was  secured. 

The  property  destroyed  was  valaed  at  not  less  than  8^,000,  bat  it  was  eomidered  by  those 
engaged  in  its  destruction  as  the  only  effectual  way  of  ridding  the  city  of  the  characters  which 
then  infested  it.  It  should  be  said  that  the  proceedinjrs  were  conducted  by  some  of  the  leading 
citizens,  and  though  severe  measures  were  adopted  thej  were  such  only,  it  was  thought,  as  were 
applieahle  to  the  situation.  Everybody  was  said  to  have  been  opposed  to  mob  law,  or  of  having 
a  necessity  for  takins^  the  law  in  hand  by  citizens,  but  the  reckless  character  of  the  number  of 
blacklegs,  villains,  housebreakers,  thieves  and  rowdies  of  every  description,  which  then  sought 
to  make  La  Crosse  their  headquarters,  lefl  no  other  alternative. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  labors  on  that  evening,  a  meeting  of  citizens  was 
convened  at  Barron's  Hall,  presided  over  by  William  Hood,  at  which  it  vrn^  resolved  to  organize 
a  vigilance  committee  of  150  to  protect  the  property  and  families  of  citizens.  The  city  oUicials 
were  called  upon  to  execute  the  laws  if  th^  desired  to  prevent  further  tnmble,  in  delanlt  of 
which  the  people  wouM. 

Tbe  effect  of  these  proceedings  was  as  varied  as  the  people  whom  they  affected  or  thoae  who 
diseossed  them.  It  wotud  be  no  exaggeration  of  the  sitnation  to  assume  that  it  was  stortling  to 
all.  By  some  it  was  considered  unworthy  the  character  of  citizens,  ami  inexcusable,  as  the  law 
famished  a  remedy  commensurate  with  the  imposition  sought  to  be  checked.  There  was  no 
wrong,  it  was  argued,  that  did  not  possess  a  legal  remedy,  and  until  all  the  remedies  provided 
by  law  had  been  exhausted,  there  should  be  no  resort  to  riolenee  or  measurss  in  themselves  not 
only  extra-legal,  but  of  a  type  similar  to  those  it  was  attempted  to  suppress. 

Another  class  of  citizens  insisted  that  relief  could  not  be  obtained — not  because  it  did  not 
sxist,  but  because  the  laws  were  recklessly  administered,  and  not  always  with  regard  to  their 
ppirit  and  letter.  This  being  the  case,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  employ  such  force 
aa  to  the  law-abiding  was  accessible,  and  compel  tbe  performance  of  that  which  the  laws  pro- 
vided should  be  done,  but  which  had  been  deficient  in  its  execution,  because  of  the  laxness  of 
those  whose  duty  it  was  to  administer  them. 

Meetin;j;s  continued  to  be  lielrl,  and  as  threats  had  been  launched  against  the  persons  of 
those  who  had  been  prominent  in  tbe  movement,  tbe  greatest  care  was  necessary  to  personal 
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]m>teeUon.   ReprinU  were  also  promiied     those  injnred^  and,  in  one  or  two  instanoes,  houai 

were  set  on  fire.  Within  a  fortnight  after  the  occurrence,  the  barn  of  Elisha  Whittlesey  wx^ 
set  on  fire  by  incendiaries,  and  several  attempts  made  to  burn  buildings  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  on  the  same  day.  But  happily  the  fires  were  extinguished,  and  the  citisens,  bj  watchful 
«are,  were  enabled  to  avoid  the  damage  that  was  attempted. 

The  responsibility  for  tliis  state  of  affnirs  was  shifted  by  each  paper  on  the  party  repre- 
sented by  the  other,  and  the  warfare  which  followed  between  the  editors  of  the  respective  sheets, 
was  something  terrifio  to  witeess.  Both,  finally,  resolred  themselves  to  the  oonelnsion  that  tke 
remedy  for  evils  complained  of,  as  also  for  mob  law,  was  to  be  found  at  the  ballot  box,  and  the 
primary  meetings  of  political  parties,  when  candidates  are  made.  Men  of  character  who  hive 
the  best  interests  of  the  community — as  a  community  and  not  as  a  political  faction — must  se«  to 
it  that  this  remedy  was  applied,  and  that  men  of  character  and  responsibility  were  selected  to 
fill  public  stations.  And  in  local  matters,  this  ought  to  be  done  without  regard  to  political 
tenets  of  anv  man  or  set  of  men,  but  with  a  single  eye  to  the  public  good.  Until  it  was  done, 
moh  law  might  be  expected. 

Before  another  year  an  applioatton  of  the  remedy  recommended,  was  made  in  the  eleetkn 
of  those  candidates  for  city  officers  nominated  by  the  Democratic  pjrty. 

The  material  interests  of  the  country  for  the  development  of  the  internal  resources  and 
oommunication  with  distant  parts  were  mostly  carried  on  Tigoronsly  and  with  gratifying  resillts. 
The  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  road  bad  been  pushed  westwardly  with  consiiler;ible  progress,  and 
a  corporation  which  two  years  previous  was  considered  by  many  a  moonshine  operation,"  wm 
flecnrely  upon  the  highway  to  eoooess.  The  grading  was  eommmieed  this  year  west  of  Port^, 
and  it  was  safely  predicted  that  before  another  year  the  cars  wonld  be  running  into  La  Crosse 
The  Southern  Minnesota,  incorporated  in  1855,  organized  for  business  this  year,  elected  a  board 
of  officers,  and  advertised  for  contracts  for  grading  the  route  west  of  La  Crescent. 

Improvements  oontinned  to  be  made,  andbriw  bloeks  were  substituted  for  the  inconvenient 
and  contracted  quarters  erected  before  La  Crosse  became  a  city.  They  were  on  a  scale  of  finisb 
and  capacity  almost  equal  to  any  east  of  the  lakes,  and  were  eminently  adapted  to  the  diqilajs 
of  stock  msde  therein.  The  dwellings  were  also  of  a  more  modem  type  than  taj  <^  nuMneat 
previoudy  erected,  and  added  to  the  appearance  of  the  city  in  their  neatness  and  finish. 

The  schools  were  supported  with  characteristic  liberality,  and  counted  upon  their  varioat 
rosters  an  aggregate  daily  attendance  of  600  pupils.  An  addition  was  built  to  the  brick  school* 
hovMO  and  its  occupation  was  commencMl  in  December,  and  the  tnfluenee  that  was  exerted  upon 
both  scholar  and  teacher  was  of  the  most  beneficial  character.  The  labors  of  the  one  seeme-l 
to  promote  the  true  interest  of  the  other,  to  lay  broad  and  deep  a  foundation  upon  which  to  rear 
a  noble  superstructure  that  should  be  as  enduring  as  time. 

The  mail  frwn  Prairie  du  Chien  to  St.  Paul  via  La  Crosse  was  carried  by  M.  0  Walker 
this  year,  who  received  ^100  per  day,  and  delivered  a  daily  invoice  of  1,200  pounds  or  there- 
abouts, to  be  distributed  to  consignees  in  the  Gateway  City."  There  was  a  daily  four-horse 
Stage  daring  the  winter  firom  Prairie  dn  Chien,  Viroqua,  Winona,  St..Panl,  Mansion,  Sparta. 
Chatfield  and  Black  RiTer  Flails,  and  nearly  all  the  travel  of  tho  Northwest  remuned  overnight 
in  La  Crosse. 

The  arrivals  of  boats  during  1857,  from  that  of  Sam  Young,  on  April  1,  to  that  of  the 
"Envoy"  on  November  19,  amounted  to  1,569,  from  whidi  it  will  he  apparent  that  travel  was 
numerous,  notwithstanding  the  hard  times. 

Indeed,  from  the  Ist  of  January  till  the  coming  of  dark  days,  which  arrived  unexpectedly 
late  in  the  summer,  all  interests  seemed  to  conspire  to  promote  the  public  wesl.  But  while  thev 
continued,  the  plans  of  none  were  realized  ;  those  of  all  defaulted.  Warnings  of  its  eflfects  in  the 
East,  caused  by  the  suspension  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company  and  other  moneyed  corpo- 
rutlons,  preceded  the  advent  of  that  foe  to  prosperity  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  And 
while  they  may  have  occasioned  speculation  among  reflecting  citizens  as  to  how  La  Crosse  woaM 
weather  the  storm,  or  apprehension  of  the  oommermal  portion  of  the  city  to  do  so,  no  one  wss 
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fimd  Imld  cnoagb  to  outline  the  impending  tnmbles,  whidi  reuhed  here  too  Ute  for  the  Tiotime 
to  even  pntent  themselves  from  their  ^diDoe.   It  did  not  oome  gndanlly  as  at  other  p<HBtt» 

emigration  was  not  checked,  and  the  canvas-covered  wagons  of  pioneers  were  to  be  seen  upon 
every  highway,  trundling  forward  to  the  rich  prairies  of  the  West,  while  the  "panic''  hovered 
above  them.    But  the  cruh  oame  at  last,  end  as  the  Assyrian  cohorts,  it  came  **  Like  a  wolf  on 

the  fold," 

and  burst  above  La  Crosse  before  the  commercial  world  were  able  to  check  its  approach  or  tem- 
per its  feroeitr.  The  bririit  dreams  of  wealth  gave  way  to  the  actuality  of  want.  Anticipations, 

bred  of  confidence  in  one  s  abilities  to  "pull  through,"  retired  in  the  moo  of  realities  no  pen  can 
describe.  There  was  soon  less  business  transacted,  and  stores  were  devoted  to  comparative  quiet, 
with  employes  cast  out  upon  the  world  to  wrestle  with  the  stern  necessities  of  life.  These  signs 
were  succeeded  by  symptoms  peculiar  to  a  more  adTaneed  stage  of  the  disease.  Comer  lots,  which 
six  months  before  were  held  at  fancy  prices,  were  scarcely  worth  the  assessment  of  taxes.  Men 
who  had  constructed  air  castles  in  the  realms  of  the  bright  ideal  aud  indulged  in  the  wildest  and 
SMWt  ahsard  specnIaUons,  fled  to  the  wildemees,  appalled  at  the  spectacle  which  by  this  time  was 
rapidly  approaching  i\  climax.  In  October,  Cramer,  Clinton  &  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
reliable  of  the  banking  houses,  dissolved  and  proceeded  to  settle  up  its  aflfairs.  This  was  pre- 
cipitated by  the  financial  epidemic  then  raging  and  the  fiiilure  of  their  correspondents,  and  but 
aggravated  the  condition  of  affairs*  Many  were  completely  ruined,  and  the  fragments  of  the 
'-ilriTnitv  were  for  some  years  after  visible  upon  the  streets,  in  the  hotel,  at  the  bar,  on  the  hust- 
uigy  and  at  the  household  hearth.  Some  left  the  citv,  improvements  were  comparatively  sus- 
praded,  bosiness  was  destroyed  for  the  time  being,  and  desolation  and  gloom  reigned  where  onoe 
the  voice  of  triumph  had  resounded. 

In  the  country  the  effects  of  this  untoward  visitation  were  equally  as  prononnced.  Farm 
lands  lay  idle,  and,  in  some  instMiees,  nnoecnpied  farmers  who  harvested  erops  wore  nnable  to 
dispose  of  them  because  of  the  absence  of  circulating  medium.  While  these  afflictions  were 
abiding,  there  was  still  a  silver  linin^r  to  the  dark  cloud,  aud,  though  all  were  pecuniarily  short 
ss  pie  crust,  diBea.se  and  death  and  the  horrors  of  starvation  were  stayed. 

From  1857  to  18G3  were  the  most  disconraging  years  experienced  in  La  Crosse  City  and 
county.  In  1861,  the  breaking-out  of  the  war  revived  trade  for  a  season  and  gave  a  temporary 
impetus  to  business  in  the  fitting  out  and  provisioning  of  volunteers.  As  the  contest  continued 
die  demand  for  supplies  held  by  dealers,  nrmers  and  cnltiTators  increased.  At  first  these  were 
at  comparatively  long  intervals,  gradually  growing  in  frequency,  until  during  1863  it  seemed  as 
if  the  denials  and  privations  to  which  the  inhabitants  had  been  committed  for  years  were  about 
to  give  way  to  an  endless  season  of  plenty.  The  crops  were  constantly  on  the  move,  and  mer* 
diants  experienced  difficulty  in  keeping  pace  with  the  wants  of  their  customers.  Lands 
increased  in  value,  and  those  which  had  been  partially  abandoned  because  of  the  excessive  sup- 
ply of  production  were  restored  to  vigor  and  sown  for  the  harvest.  The  city,  too,  beean  to 
revive  under  these  benign  inflnenceSf  and  that  better  days  had  come,  indeed,  was  a  conclusion 
both  gratifying  and  universal. 

The  asse.ssment  roll  in  the  city  for  1857  was — 


Real  flstftte  ..,.....................„»..„................„..................„.............9595,285  00 

Pmoaal  pnpwtj....^  ,   110.000  00 


Tbtal  9706.286  00 

Excess  OTer  valuatioa  pf  1866   316,979  00 


New  Year's,  1858,  was  said  to  have  been  a  happy  season  in  La  Crosse  in  spite  of  the  hard 
times,  which  were  then  more  prominent  even  than  the  festivities  of  this  festal  occasion.  £very- 
body  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves  in  a  manner  appropriate  to  the  day,  and  there  was  a  marked 
absence  of  that  which  has  since  become  so  seemingly  indispensable  to  its  celebration.  There 
was  a  slight  fall  of  snow  on  New  Year's  Eve,  which  made  possible  sleighing,  and  the  turnouts 
are  described  as  numerous,  and  ranging  in  appearance  from  outre  to  di$tingue.     The  same  can 
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be  Bud  of  the  callers  and  hostesses.    The  year  dawned  delightfully,  and  the  hope  was  tndalgsd 

that  its  quiet  beauty  and  almost  transcendant  loveliness  of  the  night  which  followed  might  bs 
the  prelude  to  a  drama  from  real  life,  in  which  hard  times,  failurea,  deapondenoy  and  desotatioa 
would  be  characters  unprovided  for  in  the  cast. 

Many  removals  were  made  early  in  the  year;  new  Smms  were  to  be  seen  on  the  thoroogfa- 
fares  and  new  names  on  .sicriis  doj>pii(Iing  above  the  pavement.  The  vote  polled  daring  the  bU 
of  1857,  690,  was  not  considered  a  fair  criterion  to  adopt  in  estimating  the  population  of  Wssten 
towns,  particularly  those  wfaleh  had  sprung  up  and  improved  as  rapidly  as  La  Oroist.  The 
population  of  the  city  wag  considered  at  between  five  and  si.x  thousand,  and  the  advantages  of 
La  Crosse  had  not  been,  it  was  claimed,  materially  diminished  by  the  troubles  which  were  still 
ID  existence.  All  projects  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  and  afi'ording  additional  attractions 
for  strangers  were  enoonn^ed,  old  plans  were  revived  and  new  plans  improvised.  Trade,  the 
markets,  etc.,  were  fliictuatiritr,  but  when  the  railroad  connection  with  Milwaukee  and  the  East 
was  completed  these  tiuctuations  would  not  occur.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  La  Crosse 
January  1,  1858,  and  such  were  some  of  the  opinions  ventured  thereon  by  optimists.  The 
embarrassments  and  distresses  of  the  previous  months  were  the  resolt  of  overdone  business, 
which  caused  business  men  to  rejoice  in  an  imaginary  and  not  real  prosperity.  Everything 
thereby  bore  a  fictitious  value.  Lands,  products^  and  all  marketable  &brics  were  valued  abore 
their  aetnal  worth.  Sellers  were  rieh  in  debts  dne  and  pntehasers  in  their  ability  to  oontfKt 
debts.  But  reverses  came  on  the  heel  of  excciis,  as  they  always  will  f>  men  who  deal  recklesslj 
and  live  extravagantly.  The  lesson  taught  by  these  experiences  would  make  men  wiser  anil 
better,  and  the  ruin  that  had  been  wrought  would  work  out  an  infinite  good  to  the  general 
oonntry. 

From  indications  at  the  opening  of  8{)riii(;,  it  was  tlioui^ht  that  the  summer  would  be  one  of 
unusual  prosperity.  At  an  early  season  of  the  year,  extensive  and  general  preparations  were 
conelnded  for  the  employment  of  meehanieal  labor,  and  steps  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  great 
many  buildings.  This  was  in  part  due  to  the  low  price  of  materials,  and  in  part  to  the  dimin- 
ishea  cost  of  labor.  As  the  season  advanced,  the  markets  were  stocked  with  lumber.  lot» 
changed  hands  daily,  passing  from  speculator  into  the  hands  of  permanent  settlers ;  contract" 
for  building  were  closed,  the  mills  started  on  time,  and  the  nwehine  shops,  shingle  fiMBtories  and 
other  meclianical  branches  of  business  which  had  been  dormant  'for  months  were  reopened,  and 
infused  with  new  enterprise  and  ener^. 

Commerdal  trade  opened  brisk  with  new  foeilities  for  a  larger  and  more  extended  busiiMSi, 
according  to  tlie  demands  of  the  increase  of  population  ;  confidenoe  was  gradually  restored,  and 
the  wrecks  of  the  panic  were  cleared  away  to  make  room  for  the  energies  of  those  who  were  not 
subdued  by  a  money  revulsion.  There  was  an  absence,  too,  of  that  reckless,  headlong  plunging 
for  a  quiek,  prospective  wealth,  but  a  larger  and  safer  business  was  eommenced  to  be  done.  It 
was  clear  that  the  foundntions  of  prosperity  had  not  been  shattered,  nor  had  the  energies  an  i 
enterprises  of  the  people  been  strangled.  In  short,  the  citizens  protested  that  the  destinv  of 
La  Crosse  was  never  more  settled  according  to  every  indication  than  in  the  spring  of  li5&. 
The  confidenoe  in  its  growth  was  never  more  strong,  the  hard  times  were  past,  and  hopee  fyt 
the  future  were  buoynnt.  The  old  stren<j;th  was  reneweil,  and  additional  strength  attained,  to 
concentrate  the  natural  facilities  of  trade  and  traffic  at  La  Crosse.  With  the  railway  communi- 
eations  whieh  eame  this  year,  the  city  became  the  railway  center  of  the  Northwest,  and  trade 
was  increased  fourfold,  and  necessitated  the  employment  of  additional  capital. 

One  of  the  earliest  movements  looking  to  the  re  building  of  a  prosperity  that  was  in  danger 
of  being  lost,  was  the  re-opening  of  the  land  office,  which  occurred  early  in  April,  much  to  the  grati- 
fication of  resident^  and  irooming  emigrants.  There  were  still  thousands  of  aeree  of  good  arable 
and  timber  lands  sulijee!  to  entry,  and  many  at  the  East  who  still  desired  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
privilege.  They  not  only  lay  in  counties  contiguous  to  La  Crosse,  but  in  that  countv  were  acres  oi 
good  farming  land  yet  unclaimed.  These  were  well  watered  and  timberad,  fiivtwwle  to  the  see* 
eessfbl  cultivation  of  all  kinds  and  varities  of  form  products  sueoeptible  of  gtfmih,  and  markcti 
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wtre  easy  of  access  and  constnTitly  growing  better.  Progress  had  been  mode  in  the  tnattcr  of  schools 
tnd  horcbes  that  commeuded  Northweatern  Wisconsin  as  one  of  the  most  favorable  portions  of 
the  West  to  the  intelligent  agrieoltDrist,  and  to  these  advantages  in  La  Oroase  were  added 
those  of  old  and  permanent  settlement. 

With  these  inducements,  the  reader  is  prepared  for  a  statement  that  times  in  La  Crosse 
during  1858  were  far  from  hard,  though  a  scarcitjr  of  money  may  have  caused  them  to  seem  so 
whm  eonpared  with  the  flush  timeaof  half  a  decade  before.  Yet  the  contrary  in  fact  was  the  truth. 

The  great  feature  of  the  year  was  the  completion  of  the  La  Crosse  and  \f ilwaukee  road, 
passing  through  La  Crosse  Vallejr,  and  tapping  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  a  tract  of  country  con- 
taining  inexhaostible  sources  of  wealth.  The  country  alTeeted  by  this  improvement  had  mostly 
been  settled  within  five  years,  yet  a  large  part  of  it  was  under  cultivation,  and  returned  an 
ample  reward  to  the  husbandmen.  It  was  settled  by  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  people, 
many  of  whom  arrived  here  in  destitate  circumstances,  and  beoame,  even  at  this  early  period, 
men  of  wealth  who  were  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  in  the  elaboration  of  public  improvements, 
lilce  that  under  consideration.  The  principal  towns  in  the  iramedinto  vicinity  of  the  city  were 
likewise  benefited,  and  other  valleys  which  center  at  La  Crosse,  notably  Burnham's,  Adams', 
Fealc  8,  Big  Creole,  Fish  Creek,  Dateh  Chreek,  etc.,  were  similarly  directly  blessed. 

As  will  be  remembered,  during  lj*o7  the  grading  of  the  road  west  of  Portage  was  cnm- 
menced,  and  labor  on  the  route  prosecuted  with  a  diligence  inspired  by  the  prospect  of  au  early 
eompletion.  Tbe  road  had  been  built  in  five  years  in  spite  of  adversities  and  delays,  so  serious 
and  aggravated  that  as  late  as  January  of  that  year,  the  proposition  was  entertained  by  all  but 
one  of  the  road  directors  to  abandon  the  enterprise  and  let  the  bondliolders  take  it. 

But  this  was  not  to  be,  and  early  in  October,  1858,  the  last  rail  was  laid  connecting  La 
Crosse  and  Milwaukee  with  indissoluble  ties  and  clenohinf;  the  two  cities  of  Wisconsin  closer 
together  with  hooks  of  -iteel.  The  suc  'e'^sful  issue  out  of  the  troubles  which  hud  one  time 
threatened  the  collapse  of  the  enterprise  was  made  the  occasion  for  universal  jubilation,  par- 
tidpated  in  by  all  without  regard  to  political  or  personal  prejudices  or  affiliations.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  14th  of  October,  1856,  a  train  of  fourteen  passenger  coaches,  lalen  with  citizens  and 
soldiers  of  Milwaukee,  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  baited  at  the  western  terminus  of  the  road,  and 
were  most  hospitably  welcomed  by  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse.  A  procession  was  formed,  and 
moved  through  the  prinoi|i;il  streets  to  the  open  square,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  where 
they  were  formally  welcomed  by  Mayor  Taylor  and  Co!.  Rodolf.  Tlu'  procession  was  then 
reformed,  and  the  guests  escorted  to  the  various  hotels,  where  they  were  entertained  by  the  city. 

In  the  evening,  a  grand  banquet  was  given  at  Barron's  Hall,  when  speeches  and  addresses 
Were  made  by  .Judge  Gale,  Dr.  Blakeslee,  Selah  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Barnes,  of  New  York  ; 
Aid.  Phelps,  of  Milwaukee  ;  Byron  Kilbourn,  Mr.  Radcliff,  of  Albany,  and  others.  The  com- 
pany separated  at  midnight,  a  portion  of  those  from  abroad  visiting  St.  Paul,  and  the  remainder 
returning  home  by  tlie  same  train  which  bore  them  here.  Thus  was  the  first  railroad  coming 
into  La  Crosse  celebrated. 

In  1858,  through  the  detective  skill  and  perseverance  of  J.  R.  Coudry,  a  La  Crosse  official, 
fimr  murderers  and  robbers  were  apprehended,  and  three  of  them  brought  to  justice. 

Stated  briefly,  the  facts  areas  follows:  In  the  month  of  July,  1857,  an  unknown  boy 
landed  at  La  Crosse,  and,  procuring  a  horse,  visited  the  country  near  the  city.  Upon  his  return, 
and  when  paying  for  the  hire,  he  was  observed  by  »  nntn  named  William  John  to  be  possessed 
of  a  laree  sum  of  money — some  thousand  dollars.  The  boy  mysteriously  disappeared,  and  two 
weeks  afterward  his  naked  body  was  recovered  from  the  river,  with  marks  plainly  showing  that 
he  came  to  his  death  by  violence. 

About  this  time  the  jewelry  store  of  A.  Fsts,  of  La  Orosse,  was  robbed  of  jewelry  worth 
18,000,  and  money  to  the  extent  of  ^800. 

At  this  point,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  there  were  four  Germans  rssiding  in  La  Crosse, 
named  respectively  August  Kerehner,  Albert  Marlow,  William  John,  above  reforred  to,  and 
John  Reianer. 

X 
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Some  time  after  these  crimes  had  been  committed,  Marlow  was  arrested  for  firing  the  barn 
of  a  butcher  named  French,  and  upon  being  relca.sed  on  bail  absconded.  In  time  hit  wife 
became  reduced  to  want,  and  pawned  some  of  the  Patz  jewelry.  A  search  warrant  was  procured, 
and  the  house  in  which  she  was  living  with  Kercbner  searched,  wnen  $1,000  worth  of  jewelry 
was  obtained,  and  the  clothing  of  the  joung  man  who  was  found  in  the  river  with  the  mula  « 
an  assassin  upon  his  remains. 

Mrs.  Marlow  and  Ker.shner  were  arresterl.  and  the  search  commenced  for  their  accomplices. 
Marluw  was  pursued  to  Council  Bluffs,  lowii,  where  he  was  apprehended  and  returned  to  jail  in 
La  Groase.  Charles  Reisnor  wee  arrested  at  Peoria,  with  $2,000  worth  of  the  jewelry  in  his 
po?8e33ion,  and  William  John  near  Leavenworth  City,  with  S^.'^OO  of  the  stolen  jjoods  in  his 
poaseasion.  In  March,  the  officer,  with  his  prisoner,  embarked  on  the  steamer  Sioux  Ci^, 
Dound  far  St  Louis.  When  between  Miami  and  DeWitt,  on  the  Missouri  River,  he  jumped  fnm 
the  guards,  and,  as  was  supposed,  met  his  death  by  drowning. 

The  prisoners  were  retained  in  jail  until  Juno  14,  1858,  when  they  procured  a  change  of 
venue,  and  were  taken  to  Viroqua  for  trial.  During  its  progress  Marlow  made  a  confession  in 
open  court,  in  which  he  stated  tnat  Reisnw  and  John  were  the  gnil^  parties  to  the  robbery,  sad 
further,  tint  Jnlm  was  not  drowned,  as  wa.'s  .'supposed.    Tie  was  sent  to  Waupun  for  three  years. 

In  May,  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse  were  thrown  into  a  wonderful  state  of  excitement  by  the 
report  that  a  man  named  A.  Leiand,  formerly  of  this  ooanty,  had  been  horribly  murdered  and 
fobbed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lewis  Valley.  In  less  than  a  half  an  hour  after  the  occurrenos 
was  reported,  to  appropriate  the  lanj^uage  of  an  active  investigator  into  the  alleged  truth  of  this  phe- 
nomena, a  hundred  men  in  the  city  were  on  the  alert  for  the  murderer,  and  every  man  found  with 
a  flannel  shirt,  ^ther  red  or  blue,  aad  not  well  known,  was  watched  from  door  to  door  and  street 
to  street,  until  he  had  identified  himself  to  public  satisfaction,  and  defined  his  position  with  re- 
gard to  attacks  in  general,  and  that  on  Leiand  in  particular. 

It  seems  that  Leiand  had  been  found  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  leading  into  Lewis  Valley  by 
Mr.  Buzzell  and  another  gentleman  from  Onala.Hka,  apparently  in  the  final  pan^  of  dissolu- 
tion, with  his  traveling-bag  opened,  his  pockets  rifled,  and  looking  to  all  intents  as  though  hi$ 
experience  had  been  the  opposite  of  cheerful  or  encouraging.  He  was  taken  to  the  nearest 
house,  when  Dr.  Heath  was  summoned,  and  when,  for  two  days,  the  patient,  according  to  tp* 
pearances,  and  the  testimony  of  thirty-five  of  those  residing  in  the  vicinity,  hung  glimmering 
between  life  and  death.  The  story  he  related  was  so  exceedingly  shallow,  and  his  return  to 
consciousness  accompanied  by  so  much  low  comedy,  as  to  create  the  impression  that  his  story 
was  without  foundation  in  fact.  The  extraordinary  mystery  with  which  the  circumstances  were 
surrounded,  so  exasperated  the  public  credulity,  that  an  investiiiition  was  instituted  by  .1.  W. 
Losey,  the  then  District  Attorney,  assisted  by  C.  W.  Marshall,  with  results  which  confirmed 
the  suspicions  that  had  gradually  become  fixed.  The  verdict  of  the  investigation  committee  was 
based  ttpon  the  fact  tliat  Leiand  was  a  chronic  fraud,  and  m  esteemed  In  parts  where  he  had 
been,  as  also  by  hi'*  wifV-,  from  whom  he  was  separated,  and  that  the  wounds  were  self-inflicted, 
to  beget  sympathy  and  create  a  demand  for  damages  against  the  county. 

The  excitement  disappeared,  as  did  Leiand  and  the  bnrlesqae  of  the  thing."  The  assovuiee 
of  the  chief  actor,  tlic  action  of  thirty-five  residents  of  Liwis  Valley,  and  other  cbar.n  N':^'-'!?? 
of  the  occasion,  are  to-day  recalled  as  the  most  ludicrous  seriee  of  performances  that  were  ever 
thrast  before  the  intelligent  gaze  ot  the  La  Crosse  body  politic. 

While  on  criminal  facts  and  statistics,  it  may  be  said  that  1858  was,  for  some  unexplained 
reason,  the  annual  in  which  crime  was  hardly  short  of  epidemic,  from  the  attempt  to  rob  Lo- 
throp,  Webb  &  Co.'s  banking-house,  in  May,  to  the  close  of  the  year.  Spiritualism,  also,  fir»t 
maniftsted  its  existence  in  La  Oroese  in  18m,  and  b^an  a  season  of  proselyting,  but  with  what 
success  no  one  of  the  profent  day  seems  able  to  decide. 

This  year,  among  the  improvements  decided  upon,  was  the  Methodist  and  Catholic 
Churches,  besides  the  very  many  in  the  line  of  business  and  residence  houses  that  were  begun 
and  carried  toward  completion  as  long  as  the  weather  permitted  the  mechanics  to  work. 
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The  school  system  had  reached  a  most  gratifying  degree  of  perfection  the  previous  year, 
-when  the  actual  average  daily  attendance  at  the  anion  school  was  415,  yet  in  1858,  considerable 
improvemmit  was  witnessed.  This  union  aehool  was  hdid  in  what  was  known  as  the  Brick 
Sclioolhouse,  and  was  divided  into  primnry,  secondary,  intermediate  and  high  school  depart- 
ments, under  the  charge  of  Misses  Knii^ht,  Gordon  and  Hanscom,  the  whole  under  the  super- 
▼iik»  of  Mr.  Green,  ^noipal  of  the  High  School.  The  cnrrienlam  embraced  the  etndiee 
usual  to  graded  schools,  and  the  teachers  are  represented  as  having  been  eminently  qualified  for 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  offices.  There  was  also  what  was  known  as  the  First 
Ward  SehoM,  under  the  care  of  Mise  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Bradish.  and  the  system  was  in  a  state 
^f  such  perfect  discipline  a^  to  merit  universal  approval.  Examinations  were  held  at  Oartain 
periods,  also  exhibitions,  in  hoth  of  which  abundant  evidence  was  furnished  that  the  cause  of 
education  was  benefited  and  advanced  as  a  result  of  the  labors  employed  to  that  end.  The 
school  year  was  divided  into  three  terms  closing  in  March,  July  and  Deeember,  and  eaeh  term 
was  begun  with  an  increased  attendance  of  scholars. 

The  assessment  in  the  city  for  1858,  was  made  on  3,357  acres  of  land,  with  improvements, 
whidi  were  rated  at  $1,558,065,  and  $828,085  on  personal  property. 

Jn  die  oonnty  the  asssssmsnts  were  as  folbws : 

Ri  a!  tjiul".        l'«nioiiii4  Property. 

Greenfield   9202, 7 1 5  1 »  $0,»41 

Bttchftnan...............  „   24,481  OU  851 

.Campbell....................................   110,7<*8  17  14.674 

OndMka    286.060  99  74,a7« 

Holkad  .    UjtM  88  26.146 

jMkMB     104.S91  99  2.814 

VwniogtoB   118.224  84  18.196 

Burns   180,288  88  25.110 

Neshonoc   119,880  84  2'-',»48 

Bnrre  «   166,819  91  18.004 

Bangor  „   104.010  97  lfi.4-.'0 

TouIb  $1 .4.?.'{,!K{r,  11  fi'12S,i.74 

The  average  valuation  of  lands  in  the  different  towns,  per  acre,  was  as  follows: 

BuchnnHn   $2  26    j  Jackson  $*>  2<i 

F«rniingtOB.  '>  7U   '  Onalaalw..........   •>  2)3 

flollud   .1  2(}     Burna......  „   G  2r. 

Bugor   (i  2G      Neshonoe...   7  2ti 

Oicwadd   6  26     Barr*   8  76 

Chnpbell  »  8  26  I  La  Ceoan,  wdulTt  of  eitj  lots  »  74  78 

One  of  the  most  memorable  events  of  the  closing  year  was  the  establishment  of  the  electric 
tdegrapli  at  La  Crosse,  by  means  of  which  that  city  was  placed  in  communication  with  the  rest 
of  the  world.  The  ofhce  was  established  in  the  sennd-story  corner  room  of  the  frame  biiildinfr 
which  then  stood  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Front  streets,  over  the  American  Express 
office  and  forwarding  agency  of  Webb  &  Rumsey.  Thus  and  then  was  La  Crosse  brought 
into  electrical  commonion  with  the  greater  part  of  New  Jersey,  much  of  America,  and  consider* 
able  of  Europe. 

The  holidays  were  nncUonsly  celebrated,  if  one  may  be  permitted  to  coin  an  ezpresrion,  and 
the  old  year,  pausing  for  an  instant  upon  the  threshold  of  departure,  gazed  mournfully  and  glee- 
fidlynpon  its  experiences  and  passed  from  eurfh  forever.  It  had  witnessed  much  during  its  career 
of  sorrow  and  sunshine;  joys  and  sorrows  had  been  linked  in  its  embrace,  and  in  its  arms  had 
nestled  friends  and  foes.  Thedrsamsof  ambition  ha<l  Iteen  realised  to  it.s  view,  and  faded  flowers 
had  been  dropped  into  the  grave  of  f  irpetfiiliiess.  DuriiiL:  its  race  with  humanity,  prattling  in- 
fancy, buoyant  youth,  vigorous  manhood  and  decrq)it  age,  had  come  in  the  pride  of  their  strength 
sad  yielded  up  their  lires  a  sacrifice  to  death.  The  child  from  its  mother  had  parted  to  aecom- 
pany  the  rider  on  the  pale  horsc,  and  the  bride,  who  had  gone  out  hopeful  and  beautiful  as  the  first 
blush  of  the  morning,  returned  no  more.    The  career  of  1858  was  replete  with  trials  to  the  sons 
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of  men  gathered  on  the  banks  of  the  Father  of  VVaters;  but  time  was  not  altogether  harsh,  for  nmch 
thmt  molded  the  happiness  of  life  in  La  Orasw  in  after-years  was  dropped  with  no  unsparing  band, 

and  was  anchored  in  the  memory  of  days  now  gone. 

The  new  year  was  greeted  as  he  made  his  bow  to  the  millions  whose  destiny  he  bore  '"be- 
hind the  curtain  of  futurity,"  and  as  he  grew  in  strength  and  days  the  history  of  the  Gateway 
City  was  celebrated. 

The  history  of  La  Crosse  for  185t>,  was  the  duplicate  of  its  history  during  1S.')8.  The  pr*- 
Tiotts  experience  of  her  citizens  in  periods  of  distress  and  uncertainties  had  taught  them,  and  thej 
eame  fbriJ)  from  their  homes  and  tiieir  work-rooms,  from  their  offiooB  and  shops,  folly  armed  for 
contests  with  the  future,  like  Pallas  from  the  brow  of  Jove.  Many  of  the  old  guard  have  retirei 
to  that  low  green  tent  whose  curtain  never  outward  swings,  and,  departing,  left  vacancies  that  have 
never  since  been  entirely  filled.  Many  still  remain,  and  they  yet  remember  the  principal  e7<>DU 
of  the  period  here  referred  to. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  lnc;ition  of  the  county  buildings  was  determined,  and,  in  Febraanr, 
the  county  authorities  contracted  ior  the  erection  of  a  jail  to  cost  $18,000.  The  decision 
regarding  the  location  of  these  buildings  was  a  sonroe  or  relief  to  citisens,  bnt  of  aorrav  to 
editors.  For  nearly  a  year  the  latter  had  been  engaged  in  a  warfare  of  words  as  to  the  exact 
spot  upon  which  these  indispen.sables  should  be  built.  One  alleged  tliat  the  other  was  a  member 
of  a  band  of  conspirators,  whose  designs  were  as  deeply  mysterious  as  the  deliberations  of  a 
traverse  jvry,  and  wrapped  op  therein  wore  plots  to  rob  dtisens  of  overythinf;  save  their  good 
name  and  reputation,  etc.,  etc.  Respnnd(Mif  retorted  with  sarcasm  and  reproofs  against  the 
withering  eB'ects  of  which  postponement  seemed  infallible,  and  both  agreed  that  the  other  shoald 
be  treated  to  the  fete  of  Guy  Fawkes.  Wheti  the  decision  was  rendered,  their  ardor  was  tempo- 
rarily ohilled.  flank  movemMit  of  the  county  officers  proved  a  Waterloo  to  the  fund  'f 
arguments  each  reserved  for  bis  opponent.  While  tlioy  were  silenced,  the  people  rejoiced,  and 
preparations  for  the  building  were  consummated.  Work  was  commenced  thereon  durins  the 
spring,  under  the  direotion  of  A.  W.  Shepard,  the  eontraetor,  and  so  assidooasly  were  the  nhon 
proM'cu'ed  that  its  comjdetion  and  occupation  were  reached  on  the  l*2th  of  the  following 
liovember,  the  lower  portion  being  used  for  jail  purposes  and  the  second  story  for  ooont; 
offices. 

Navigation  opened  this  year  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  the  17th  of  March,  and  interest  in  this 
event  was  divided  with  that  experienced  in  regard  to  the  election  of  city  officers.  The  campaign, 
chough  brief,  was  sharp  and  decided.  The  candidates  of  neither  party  equaled  the  require- 
ments of  the  ooeasion,  it  is  said,  and.  in  this  crisis  of  affairs,  a  third  or  independent  candidate 
in  the  person  of  the  Hon.  James  I.  Lyn<le^,  a  prominent  lawyer,  and  serving  a!»  County  Judge 
at  the  tune  of  his  nomination  to  the  Mayoralty.  Me  resigned  the  latter  and  entered  into  the 
contest  with  such  ardor  that  bis  election  was  conceded,  and  following,  his  induction  into  office 
was  accomplished  as  provided  by  law. 

The  Hon.  S.  8-  Burton  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  created  on  tlio  bench  by  the  retire- 
ment of  Judge  Lyndes,  and  discharged  the  trust  to  which  he  was  accredited  with  fidelity,  judg- 
ment and  economy. 

In  May,  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Cass  and  Fifth  streets 
WHS  consecnited,  and  its  construction  was  in  keeping  with  the  times.  This  year,  the  improve- 
incnts  were  general  and  of  a  superior  order.  Business  being  good,  added  an  impetus  to  all  de- 
grees of  enterprise  in  which  the  erection  of  blocks,  residences  and  buildings  for  pnblio  oses  was 
generallv  iiidulgt^d.  The  season  WaS  unprecedcntedly  ci)ld  and  unpleasant — *o  much  so  as  t') 
cause  some  sickness  and  delay  agriculture.  As  an  incident  cf  the  eccentric  weather,  it  may  be 
Stated  that  on  the  Fonrdi  of  July  picnickers  were  obliged  to  bnild  fires  in  the  woods  where  tliej 
gatheic  l  In  keep  themselves  warm. 

In  June  of  this  year,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Whitney,  and  one  who  is  to-day 
membered  as  the  finest  representative  and  type  of  the  "old  school  of  gentlemen  "  who  had  ever 
resided  in  the  city  was  remoTOd  from  the  social  feroes  of  La  Oroase.   He  was  a-nativo  of  Weal> 
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iMd,  Ifftn.,  and  tfter  raiding  in  Sontihmteni  WiaeonriD  fur  aeveral  jMra,  eaoie  with  his  fitmily 

to  La  Crosse. 

Mr.  Whitney  reearded  it  a  privilege  for  which  he  was  grateful  that  be  had  lived  at  a  time 
when  taA  m  man  aa  Sie  immortftl  Duiiw  Welutar  was  on  earth.  On  one  occasion,  some  joun^ 
friend  respectfully  addressed  him  as  a  Tsnerable  gentlsnMii,  and  inquired  at  what  stage  of  lift- 
he  had  experienced  the  most  happiness.  His  answer  was,  "  The  present."  His  well-or<iered 
life  enabled  him  to  so  reply.  Mrs.  Whitney,  a  native  of  Derby,  Conn.,  who  was  a  lady  of 
much  refinement,  sunrived  her  husband  until  March  9,  1870.  Of  the  family,  four  sons  and  two 
dau;:hter«i  are  living.  Of  the  latter,  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Hayes  (formerly  Mrs.  f .  M.  Bublee)  resides 
at  West  Salem  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brown  in  La  Crosse. 

On  the  9th  of  August  oeonrred  the  tragie  death  of  Mr.  William  Denison,  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  La  Crosse  bar,  who  was  killed  on  the  Kneifel  farm  in  Mormon  Cooley  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances :  It  appears  that  Mr.  Denison.  who  was  extremely  fond  of  the  sports  of 
field  and  turf,  was  also  an  ardent  admirer  of  I/.aak  Walton  and  the  p:istime  of  that  historic 
celebrity.  Accompanied  by  J.  R.  West,  who  was  visiting  in  La  Crosse,  Mr.  DetuMm  visited  the 
Cooley  and  cast  his  line  into  a  stream  wliich  passed  through  the  farm  of  Jacob  Kneifel.  The 
latter  was  a  recent  importation,  and  was  informed  by  his  accjuaintances — especially  a  German 
Jnsttee  of  the  Pesoe,  residing  in  the  neighborhood-^tiuit  he  was  legally  anthorited  to  reeent  the 
intru)jion  of  any  stranger  upon  his  lands,  if  need  be,  with  force  and  arms. 

When  Mr.  Denison  was  discovered  fishing  upon  the  Kneifel  territory,  the  old  man,  followed 
hj  his  wife,  three  sons,  Martin,  Frans  and  Thomas,  and  two  daughters,  Agnes  and  Mary, 
armed  themselvos  with  guns  and  clubs,  and  approaching  the  alleged  trespasser  ordered  him  off. 
This  Mr.  Denison  declined  to  consider,  but  crossing  to  where  the  family  was  gathered  offered  fo 
pa;  them  for  the  privilege  he  soueht.  During  the  colloquy,  one  of  the  girls  raised  a  hop-pole 
to  strike  the  yiotlm.  who  witnessed  her  movements  and  caught  the  blow  in  its  descent.  At  that 
monent.  Martin  KneiT'l  struck  Mr.  Detiison  acrcss  the  siile  of  the  head,  crushing  in  the  skull, 
snd  severing  the  meiogial  artery.  The  unfortunate  man  was  stricken  to  the  earth,  and  his  assassins 
witnessing  Uie  eifeot  of  their  wieked  assault,  sought  safety  in  flight.  A  crowd  soon  oolleeted, 
and  the  dying  man  was  removed  to  the  house  of  a  farmer  named  Capstack,  where  he  was 
attended  by  Dr.  McArthur  ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  application  of  every  device  known  to  the 
science  of  surgery,  he  survived  the  blow  but  thirty  hours. 

His  remains  were  brought  to  the  city  where  the  exoitement  upon  his  tragic  death  was  ex- 
tended and  violent,  and  buried,  while  the  Kneift  l  family  were  arrested  and  Ird^jed  in  jail. 

They  were  jointly  indicted  and  arraigned  before  Judse  Gale  at  the  November  term,  1859, 
«f  the  Circait  Gourt,  at  whidi  Messrs.  Lyndes  &  Loe^  and  A.  Cameron  appeared  fbr  the  State, 
tile  defense  being  conducted  by  E.  F.  Cook  and  C.  K.  Lord. 

The  defense  moved  for  a  separate  trial  and  change  of  venue  for  Martin  Kneifel  to  Juoeau 
County,  which  was  refu.sed,  but  decided  to  send  the  prisoner  to  Juneau  County  for  trial. 

Aeeoirdingly,  when  the  case  was  reached  on  the  docket  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  that  county, 
the  accused,  except  Martin  Kneifel  ajipeared  and  objected  to  the  order  of  Judge  Gale  directing 
a  change  of  venue.  Counsel  protested  that  they  had  sought  no  such  order  fur  any  of  the  de- 
ftndants  save  Mardn  Kneifel,  and  were  not  bound  by  its  issue.  Jadge  Gale  decided  that  he 

possessed  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  except  to  the  trial  of  Martin  Kneiftl,  and  Ordering 
that  to  proceed,  directed  the  return  to  La  Crosse  of  his  accomplices. 

The  trial  of  the  principal  resulted  in  his  eonrietion  tor  manslaughter,  and  sentenee  to  Wan- 
poa  fiNrtevtB  years.    He  served  four  years  when  ho  was  pardoned  out  and  returned  to  La  Crosse. 

Some  years  after,  meeting  Mr.  W.  S.  Burroughs,  a  lawyer  of  La  Crosse,  and  a  relative  of 
the  murdered  man,  Martin  stated  to  him  that  he  had  no  intention  of  committing  murder,  but 
that  he  Mted  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  foots  and  his  rights.  He  added  that  he  was 
about  to  erect  a  stone  on  the  spot  where  the  crime  was  committed,  and  then  leave  tlie  eountry. 
This  he  did,  having  placed  a  monument,  so  to  speak,  on  the  ground  in  sight  of  which  the  unfortu- 
nate gentteoMii  received  his  deedi  Uow,  he  left  the  vicinity,  and  has  never  einee  been  heard  from. 
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When  the  family  were  remitted  to  La  Crosse  County  for  trial,  Judge  Gait  ^tedded  that  he 
was  without  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  the  fiicts,  which  he  reporte<l  to  the  Supreme  Court  with 
an  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  Circuit  Court  had  jurisdiction  to  try  them.  That  tribunal  held 
that  it  could  take  no  cognisance  of  qnestions  brought  before  it  in  that  manner,  and  the  prison- 
Ms  were  released  from  custody. 

Mr.  Denison  was,  in  many  respects,  a  remarkable  man.  lie  was  a  native  of  Ma8sachnaett&, 
but  settled  in  Neenab,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  remaining  until  the  (^lifiwaia 
fever  ci  1849,  when  he  joined  a  party  to  journey  thither.  The  adventarers  encoantered  the 
most  terrible  experience,  and  all  turned  back  at  various  stages  of  the  route,  but  Denison,  who 
sacrificed  everything  he  had  taken  with  him  on  the  start,  and  landed  in  San  Francisco  shoelesa 
and  penniless.  Here  he  remained  until  a  fortune  was  acquired,  when  he  returned  to  La  Grome, 
where  he  resided  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  lawyer,  an  aUe  member  of  the 
firm  of  Denison  &  Lyndes,  and  extensively  known  throughout  the  State. 

Uis  manner  of  conducting  any  business  in  hand  was  not  of  a  conciliatory  nature,  it  is  wd. 
In  court,  as  elsewhere,  he  was  aggressive  and  nnyielding.  He  was  slain  without  reason.  It 
was  a  lamentable  event  from  which  time  has  scarcely  succeeded  in  dispelling  asperities. 

This  year,  though  siill  exhibiting  signs  of  depression  in  nearly  all  the  departments  of  com* 
merdal  and  finandal  progress,  prosperity  opened  auspiciously,  when  the  great  strain  ezperi- 
enced  by  the  people  in  the  preceding  two  years  is  considered.  Business  revived ;  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Wells.  .Jr.,  published  a  notice  that  he  was  principal  owner  of  the  La  Crosse  and  L» 
Crescent  Banks,  and  would  redeem  its  circulation,  and,  on  November  10,  occurred  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Schiller's  birthday.  Enterprises  did  not  venture  into 
existence  with  unlimited  confidence  in  the  results,  and,  to  borrow  from  the  .'syllabus  of  an  orator 
of  the  times,  it  was  hard  sledgine."  But  in  time,  migration  began  to  resume  a  shadow  of 
its  former  importanoe,  and  the  railroads,  with  extendea  fiwilities,  to  attract  the  toade  of  a 
greater  extent  of  territory,  roused  business  men,  and  infilled  new  energies  into  corporatioas 
that  had  become  almost  lifeless  from  inactivity  and  embarrassments.    The  citv.  within  a  few  ?hort 

*  - 

years,  began  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  motropulis  in  the  busine^is  blocks,  halls,  churches 
and  other  edifices  that  were  slowly  completed  with  the  be^innine  of  the  snooceeding  decade. 
All  things  con.sidcred,  the  fate  of  La  Crosse,  previously  held  m  the  Oalanoe,  poasibly  incUacdta 
£avor  of  a  prosperity  that  has  long  since  been  realized. 

In  the  «oade  commencing  with  1860,  the  whole  oountry  was  conyulsed  by  war  bctwessa 
the  States.  And,  while  this  portion  of  the  Union,  being  remote  from  the  scene  of  active  hos- 
tilities, was  not  80  sensibly  effected  as  States  in  immediate  proximity,  or  at  a  short  distance  there- 
from, the  withdrawal  of  a  generous  portion  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  city  and  county  «a« 
a  sacrifice  at  the  expense  of  the  material  prosperity.  The  population  of  the  city  was  thea 
upward  of  seven  thousand,  and  but  little  reflection  is  necessary  to  an  appreciation  of  the  effeet 
on  trade,  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures  entailed  by  requisitions  made  on  its  quota  of 
troops  made  by  the  Government 

As  elsewhere,  eitiiens  of  Southern  politics  and  sympathies,  resided  in  La  Croeae,  and  while 
all  urged  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  maintenance  of  the  Union,  there  were  many  who  dif- 
fered honestly  as  to  the  meaha  to  be  employed  in  that  behalf.  While  repudiating  the  practical 
application  of  the  resolutions  of  1798,  they  insisted  that  Tiolations  of  the  Constitution  defeated 
the  objects  sought  to  be  gained.  One  class  labored  for  the  Constitution  and  Union,  another 
the  Union  with  or  without  the  Constitution.  This  division  of  sentiment  caused  interminable  dis- 
putations,  which  were  characterized  by  intense  feeling  on  both  sides,  not  altogether  obliterated  by 
the  lapse  of  years. 

For  nearly  a  year  after  the  war,  business  is  said  to  have  been  the  reverse  of  brisk.  It  was 
the  calm  that  succeeds  the  storm.  At  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the  city  again  grew  rapidly. 
Trade  was  extended  to  remote  settiements  in  Minnesota  and  the  Territories ;  manufeetnres  in* 
creased ;  public  and  private  improvements  began  to  become  prominent  in  various  portions  of  the 
dty ;  additional  schools  were  provided  for  Uie  education  of  youth ;  new  rdigious  and  secular 
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societies  were  organized;  agricultural  interests  prospered  and  increased,  and  mercantile  ventarM 
were  vastly  benefited  ;  new  railroads  were  incorporated,  projected  and  built  darioff  this  decade; 
the  bridge  end  interael  improTemeiits  of  immeme  Telae  were  mooted  and  proviaed  fbr.   As  the 

years  succeeded  one  another  times  became  better  and  better,  and,  before  the  dawn  of  the  centen- 
Dttl  decide  ateadj  progress,  with  every  appearance  of  ultimate  succenn,  was  made  in  the  depart- 
niftti  Meentiel  to  nmnicipal,  pablic  and  private  growth,  notwithstanding  the  temporary  paralytie 
of  bminen  caused  by  Black  Friday.  Toe  yeer  1870  gare  bright  promise  for  the  future,  and 
the  career  to  which  this  was  the  introductory  annual  has  not  entirely  failed  of  a  complete  frui- 
tion of  Buch  promise.  Hard  times  have  atlected  La  Crosse  as  they  did  other  points.  The  fail- 
are  of  Jay  Cooke,  followed  by  the  panic  of  1878,  left  its  mark  thronghoat  the  Northwest 

DnrinfT  the  past  ten  years,  La  Crosse  has  had  little  to  discourage,  less  to  prevent,  a  full 
aod  complete  conviction  as  to  her  future.  In  that  time,  temporal,  educational  and  religiooa 
inflaenoee,  have  inereaied  in  number,  and  are  established  beyond  the  possibility  of  fkilnre.  Rail< 
road  transit  has  been  fretlitated,  the  river  trade  has  kept  pace  with  manufactures,  street 
extensions  have  been  improved,  the  lumber  interests  increased,  costly  buildinrrs  have  been  erected, 
the  fire  department  has  been  increased  and  perfected,  and  the  press — the  lever  of  public  morals, 
pvblie  opinion  and  public  prosperity — maintains  its  high  position  in  promoting  the  pablio  wellare. 

To  apprquriate  from  the  address  of  the  Board  of  Trade : 

PerhajiN  lliere  are  no  nmre  important  elements  coii'liicing  to  llie  niicceds  of  the  nmniifacturer  than  chpiip  and 
MBJ  nccfs."  Ill  lh«»  raw  niiileriiil.  witli  a  ren<ly  market  for  the  manufactured  article  ;  ami  for  lioth  of  theKc  ;i<lTanlJige9 
!•  Cr■J»^<e  L-f  favorably  locfited. 

In  close  proximiljr  to  the  pinerieK  and  hardwootl  forests  of  (he  North,  the  products  of  which  are,  bjr  the  Mi(M»iB- 
lippi  aod  projected  nulroada,  brought  to  its  door ;  having  ooDtinuous  and  eM/Moess  to  the  roineftl  n|^oiM  of  Superior ; 
bring  the  center  of  an  esteosiTe  and  closelj-aettled  agricultural  district,  intersected  by  railroads  in  every  direction, 
•nd  adding  to  these  the  fact  tlul,  during  the  season  of  navigation,  the  river  to  La  Crowo  U  at  all  tiom  navigable  bj 
tbe  IsigMi  atoawboats  plyiiif  oa  the  Uppor  MiHiMippi,  thai  inoreaaing  the  faciliUe*  for  traasportatloa.  aad  eaoroislaf 
•a  inflninoo  oa  all      miM.  th«  buaiaMa  mon  of  the  oity  oaa  always  rely  on  having  fhvonAlo  loma. 

As  regards  a  mariiet  for  its  prodaets,  La  Crosse  is  still  more  favorably  circumstanced.  By  railroads  and  bat 
freight  lines  it  is  brought  close  to  the  Kaat  for  such  things  nn  lend  in  that  direction,  while  for  others,  such  as  building 
materials,  plows,  wajfons,  fiirm  niiiirrinl .  cic,  there  ii  n  ri'ulv  niiirkei  on  every  «Me.  and  to  the  West  has  arisen  a 
demand  fur  such  good^,  wliicli  is  t^rovvin^  daily.  The  ii[i(-riHig  uji  of  I>alcot:i,  tlie  Completion  of  the  proposed  exten- 
sion nf  the  t'Licago,  Milwaukee  .V  St.  I'liul  anil  the  I'liicspo  ,\  Norlhwe!*".ir:i  luiilways  to  iLe  Bhick  llil!^.  Rud  the 
recent  anil  prospeciivi-  iinmeiise  emigmiion  t<i  that  refjion,  will  create  ;i  iii-ces>iiijr  for  all  kinds  of  mining  and  farming 
i^nplenients  an<l  mnchinery.  uxcocding  the  pre<<ent  (-:i|>aei(y  fur  supply,  and  La  OrOSSO,  BtawHag  Bfl  sha  dOM  in  At 
highway  to  the  West,  iuumc  naturally  obtain  a  large  share  of  that  busineee. 

Another  feature  which  should  aotbo  overlooked,  is  the  fact  that  La  Croaoe  posseises  a  stable  and  industrious 
laboring  population,  mostly  all  of  whom  are  small  freeholders,  having  a  stake  in  the  oity,  and  a  steady  supply  of  labor 
OM  Ikes  always  bo  relied  on. 

Aa  anleiprioe  which  oaanot  lUl  to  pigr  wall  ia  La  Gnsm  is  Ibo  nwnulheloro  of  liasocd  oil  aad  othor  prodnets 
•f  las ;  already  fhnnon  are  taming  thoir  attoadoa  to  raUtag  thai  «rop,  aad  the  groat  suooea  whioh  baa  attoadod 
•tadlar  eatabliahments,  both  in  this  State  and  Minnesota,  demonstrate  that  it  wonid  be  a  paying  inveotmont. 

With  the  hard  wheat  raised  in  Minnesota  close  at  hand,  the  millers  of  La  Crosse  can  compete  fhvorably  with 
OViaths  Ihmed  milU  of  that  Bute. and  La  Cro*96  bran<l>  of  flour  stand  as  hi^'h  in  the  markets  of  the  WOVld  asthOi« 
ef  any  mill  in  the  Northwest;  in  this  branch  uf  the  biidine.ns  there  it  rofini  fjr  itiiletiniie  extension, 

TIic  r.i.s  ;  ,ir,  ,  1,1  (he  cotlon-growiug  dislrictn,  arttir  li/d  hy  the  Mississii-jo,  find  the  certainty  of  immediate 
'it«po->Hl  <i;'  the  finished  article,  offer  advantages  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  which  cannot  be  overestimated. 

I  tiher  branches  of  industry  might  be  mentiotietl,  such  as  boots  and  shoes,  starch,  paper,  woolen  goods,  etc.,  the 
Biaterials  for  which  are  all  available.  Added  to  these  there  is,  within  thirty  miles  of  the  oity,  a  large  tract  abounding 
ia  iron,  wbleh  only  waits  the  (omdi  of  oapilal  and  skill  to  quicken  into  useAil  activity. 

The  dost  of  fnd  tn  aiotivo  powar  is  aootbor  iBtporiaat  item  for  ooosideration,  aad  no  bettor  ftiol  can  be  desired 
thaa  tho  piae  slabs  wUoh  the  aaMrons  saw-nUls  ef  Uit  si^  prodooa.  A  series  of  tosts  nado  by  a  soioatiflo  onjpnoor 
u  the  instanoe  of  one  of  our  largo  floar  mninn,  ehowed  that  la  the  podooUon  of  ofltetive  powor  fron  a  givaa 
weight  of  tat\.  slabs  occupied  a  position  betweon  eoal  and  baird  wood,  aad  la  tbo  ooat  nocossary  to  prodtteothatanonnt 
•f  power  the  slabs  were  cheaper  than  either. 

That  conditions  favorable  lo  the  successful  prosecution  of  manufactures  exist  in  La  Crosse,  is  proved  by  the 
numerous  enterprises  already  existing  and  prospering.  .Among  these  iire  three  flour-mills,  aggregating  a  capacity  of 
1,20(1  barrels  per  day  ;  ten  .saw-mills,  with  a  ciiMhjne.i  nnniiul  production  of  l;io,(X)0,UtH)  feet,  the  logs  for  which  the 
confluence  (if  Hl.ick  lliver  with  the  Mississi ;it  1. 1  i  i  i'^se  tloat  to  their  booiiis.  .Manufactures  of  plows,  piepiiraCors 
an<l  other  farm  machinery,  boilers  and  heavy  machinery,  wagons,  barrels,  fUmilure,  cigars,  etc.,  are  carried  on 
^itenKively  and  with  proht.  There  are  also  a  large  tannery,  Ave  breweries,  tllVSS  pogk'pasklag  establish montS,  aad 
•cveial  of  the  laifsst  wholsoalo  aad  jobbing  soUblishmonU  in  tho  Northwest. 
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The  romns  of  locomotion  to  and  from  L«  Crosse  are  numerous  Md  «oav«nl«nt.  It  is  the  termlniu  of  ft** 
diTlsionii  of  the  Chicngo.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  R*ilway,  vii.:  The  I-a  Crosse  Division  to  Milwaukee  and  Chicago; 
Ul6  Wisconsin  Viilley  Division,  affonlinK  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  hardwooJ  and  lan-l>ark  ;  the  Duhuijue  DiTi'ioB. 
running  parallel  id  tl.e  river  in  Minni'snia  and  Iowa,  and  lapped  at  variotts  points  by  branchee  running;  westwar  I  into 
Iowa  and  Dakota;  ihe  lUver  Division,  running  north  t<i  St.  Paul  and  Minoeapolis.  tapped  by  the  Wativsha  sn'I  !la.-ii- 
inga  and  Dakota  branclien;  the  Southern  MinnfHota  Diyision,  strelcliing  through  the  etiiiri-  leiiirth  Minnesoia. 
and  at  present  about  fifty  miles  into  Dakota,  and  inier!«ected  at  various  points  by  roads  running  north  heyon>l  thi* 
boundary  line,  and  southwest  to  the  Pacific  roads  at  Omaha.  I>a  Crowe  is  also  the  terminus  of  the  Chicago  \.>rtb- 
wettorn  Rulway  to  Milwaukee  Md  Cbioego,  ud  of  iu  Si.  Plkul  Mid  Miaae»pali«  Diviaion.  The  Green  Baj  &  Alia- 
neaoU  Railroad  also  oommeaoM  Im  L*  GkVMe,  ruBaiog  280  aOai  Nertk  ud  w«at  to  Green  Bay.  The  fadBUm  fM' 
rivar  trnAe  are  alio  firsHiteas.  A  aaw  levee  iiac  reeeatfT  teea  bolU  at  a  eoet  of  180.000  aad  ao  eity,  fkom  ika  ■oarec 
of  the  Miaeiaiippi  to  Ite  aieoth,  bea  btltt r  prorMon  flir  ila  rivar  bneinew  thaa  La  Oiom.  the  loannge  registered  at 
ila  aastom  hoaee  Mag  greater  than  at  any  point  between  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul. 

La  Croase  also  possesses  an  excellent  system  of  water-works  and  an  efficient  fire  department,  thus  both  lessen- 
lag  the  risk  of  loss  by  fire  an  l  kcopirijr  down  the  r.iit'«  of  iii>uniii  :t;. 

The  social  advantajrc!*  ■>tri'rL'  l  liy  a  ro-fidence  in  La  Cro^si-  will  compare  favorably  with  tho*e  of  any  other  city  : 
the  schools  have  been  <|iiijied  by  educ  iiiotml  iiuihoritics  as  modelM  of  ili*clpline  and  thorougline'*'^ :  thpr<>  is  a  puMic 
library,  containing  over  :!.UOii  volumes,  in  which  the  citizens  take  just  pride  ;  there  are  twenty  churches,  embracing  ill 
classes  of  religious  belief,  acting  together  in  harmony.  The  natunil  dniinage  affonled  by  the  nstnre  of  the  soil,  sup- 
plemented by  artificial  means,  and  the  summer  breezes  from  the  river,  make  the  city  a  plcAsaot  place  of  reaideocc: 
its  general  health  is  at  all  times  good,  and  the  nite  of  mortality  extremely  low.  Having  a  comptrativelj  esall 
indebtedoeea,  the  rata  of  taaation  is  proportionetaly  light,  and  the  board  would  reapeotfully  bat  akraeatiy  ats*  aaea 
aay  one  who  eoatemplatea  enbarking  in  oona  aaanlKtariBg  or  VHoaatila  aatarpnaa,  to  mjr  the  otigr  a  vWt  benre 
deoidiag,  with  the  eaauranoe  that  they  will  be  eordiaUy  welooned,  aad  amy  fkeUity  aSaraed  fbr  lavoitifetiiig  the 
advaat^a  m  diadraatagoa  whioh  it  powwaoee. 

The  assessed  valinUon  of  property  in  La  Croaae,  both  real  and  pemmal,  for  the  jear  joit 
closed  was  $3,188,183,  and  the  tax  levj  82  mills  on  the  |100,  with  a  city  debt  on  Janiury  1, 
1881,  of  1131,000. 

BUSINESS  IN  IStJl. 

We  present  below  a  carefully  taken  and  prepared  list  of  the  business  houses  of  the  ^^i^of 
La  Oroase,  in  the  year  1861,  arranged  under  the  heading  of  the  branch  they  represented.  The 
list  presents  a  1on>z  array  of  names;  and  wo  can  safely  say  that  nowhere  ooald  ft  more  sab> 
stantial  list  of  nierchautji  more  wortlty  of  public  confidence  be  found. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  pride  to  those  who  hare  had  the  wel&re  of  ihe  itttv  at  heart  to 
refer  this  list,  as  an  example  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  which,  according  to  the  best  recollec- 
tions of  one  of  the  oldest  ami  iriAst  respected  pioneer  citizens,  Col.  Ebeneser  Childs,  contained 
in  1852,  only  about  one  hundred  and  sixteen  souls ;  so  that  ten  years  previous  to  this  time,  the 
city  was  just  struggling  into  infancy,  and  at  this  time,  1861,  there  were  in  La  Croese  nearly 
three  htm  lrpil  hoine.s  representing  every  branch  of  industry,  and  all  doing  a  good  business. 

Qrocerien,  wholeude  and  retail. — N.  Hintzen,  R.  B.  Sewell,  Gone  &  Fay,  Uogan  &  Bao- 
man,  W.  H.  Leman,  E.  Peterson,  Ewe  ft  Handt,  W.  H.  Lathrop,  Gillette  ft  Son,  A.  Rehl, 
T.  Morris,  Bentley  &  Robinson,  A.  A.  Stevens,  M.  McHughs,  Joseph  Fay,  John  B.  Jangen, 
Hanscoroe  k  Farnam,  J.  Frnncklo,  Dunlop  Bros.,  George  Carlton.  S.  B.  Sheldon.  .lames  Mor- 
rison, J.  May»  Mons  Anderson,  Charle.s  B.  Solberg,  William  Blacklev,  Kevin  \  Tyne.  S.  H. 
Adams,  J.  Dougherty,  J.  Spier,  Dennis  Kelley. 

Dri/  Gooth,  wholesale  and  retail. — Dunlop  Bros..  Mons  Anderson,  R.  B.  Sewell,  J.  T.  Van 
Yalkenburg,  Gillette  &  Son,  R.  I.  Johnson,  Newman  &  Cantrovitz,  T.  Morris,  Uenderaou  k  Co. 

Oommignon. — James  K.  Lush,  Eames  ft  (Goodrich,  N.  Hintsen,  H.  T.  Ramsey,  W.  H. 
Lsthrop,  F.  BurgenthalU  V.  A.  Marsh.  L.  E.  Webb,  Bradbury,  Vincent  ft  Co.,  Kadish  ft  Banon, 
Thomas  Spence,  .1.  T.  Foster,  W.  H.  Leroan. 

BootB  and  Shoes. — J.  ft  J.  Andrews,  J.  C.  Coomes,  H.  Heil,  William  Strauss,  J.  Clifford, 
Bodolf  Gripp,  O.  Qorgensen,  H,  Oesel,  Henry  Grieye,  Garrets,  Warlock  ft  Co.,  H.  Briaek* 
son,  W.  S.  FTanscome. 

Clothing. — Muns  Anderson,  John  Servis,  J.  CaatroTits,  Henry  Schelly,  Gutman  &  Lennon- 
John  Goephert,  George  Scharpf,  John  Shilling. 

./^»y^n/  — George  E.  Stanley,  G.  W.  Moi^gao,  A.  Pats,  D.  C.  08bo^l^  Rose  ft  Brother, 
F.  L.  Imer,  H.  fisperson. 
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Bttrdware  and  Tm.— Lloyd  &  Supplee,  Walter  Brown  &  Co.,  J.  C.  Fuhr,  Tenny,  Oat- 
nra  ft  Co.,  Oeorge  Edwards  &  Co. 

Meat  Markets.— Bhok  &  Bradish,  A.  GlawnttD,  X.  Bectel,  Fr.  Brierbtch,  F.  MUI«r,  L. 
Ptnuoel,  J.  Dougherty,  P.  Rehfus,  Lilly  &  Schimmin. 

Oroekeri/.—W.  B.  Hanacorae  &  Co.,  John  B.  Jungen,  R.  B.  Sewell,  T.  Morris,  Joseph 
Eij,  CSufflee  B.  Solberg. 

JTats  and  Caps. — VV.  S.  Hanscome,  Guttnan  &  Lennon,  Mons  Anderwm,  John  Sflrrb. 

Furniture. — Tillman  Bros.,  J.  J.  Wirtz,  John  Smith,  A.  Bucklej. 

Lwnber  TareU.^.  M.  Loomis,  R.  I.  Johnaon,  W.  H.  Nichols,  Charles  Oolomui,  6. 
Fsraam,  Samael  Weston. 

Ggart  and  Tobacco. — Wehausen  &  Hunt,  Levy  &  Son,  A.  Moeller,  C.  S.  Uersberg. 

.FWrt. — A.  H.  Gardner,  Gatman  k  Lennon,  S.  B.  Sheldon,  George  Oarlton. 

]>ruputs.—Wt:\\s  &  Perry,  C.  K.  Martintlale,  William  H.  Wenzell,  D.  Lddberg. 

Distilhriea. — Morse  iS:  Co.,  Charles  Mitchell.  George  Chisler,  John  Gund. 

Barbert. — C.  Kinn.  Z.  Moss,  J.  Williams,  Alex.  Cromwell,  Birney  tit  Carter. 

Fhmr  and  Feed. — Henderson  &  Co..  M.  Pdmer,  Y.  Marsh. 

ffanit^H  }Takrr!<. — Otto  Oehler,  J.  R.  Grant. 

DaguerreotypUtt. — A.  C.  Heath,  Boycott. 

Land  Affent$  J.  H.  Bumell,  W.  E.  Fales. 

AuetioH  Room. — J.  M.  Dixon. 

Livery  and  Snli'  Stables. — Thomas  Davis,  Lee  &  Cobb. 

Insurance  Agents. — C.  W.  Marshall,  Justus  White,  Theodore  Rodolf,  John  J.  Cole. 
AMsmiitAs.— H.  C.  Bascom,  H.  M.  Liekhard,  Joseph  Petty. 

Attorneys  at  Law. — Bishop  k  Cameron,  Lynds  &  Losev,  H.  &  A  Cameron,  Montt^omery 
i  Tyler,  W.  H.  Tacker,  C.  S.  Benton,  William  Hull,  H.  B'  Loomia,  McMillan  &  Woodward, 
Cobb,  Messmore  k  MoKenney  Co..  K.  Lord,  John  J.  Cole,  S.  S.  Burton,  H.  B.  Hubbard,  Howard 
Cramer,  C.  W.  Marshall,  Carev  Oaks,  E.  F.  Cook.  C.  R.  Rogers,  T.  B.  Stoddard,  E.  D.  Camp- 
bell. Flint  k  Stogdill,  C.  A.  Stevens,  Seeley  k  Goodrich,  J.  M.  Randall,  J.  Van  Rensalaer.  I. 
L.  Usher,  C.  G.  Hanscome,  M.  Henderson. 

Physicians.— J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  S.  C.  Joiinson,  W.  L.  Kennett,  Dr.  Winston,  D.  D.  Cam- 
eron. P.  Brooks,  C.  Mueller.  C  K.  Martindale,  A.  Brummal,  P.  S.  MoArthur,  Dr.  Johannes, 
Dr.  Nicbolai,  W.  P.  Wenzell,  A.  P.  Blakeslee. 

l>enti$tt.^B.  B.  Brower,  R.  8.  Wslls,  Dr.  Bakes. 

Hotels. — Augusta  House,  Harrington  House,  Gardner  ITouse,  Donnison  House,  Columbian 
House.  Therlock  House,  Crown  and  Eagle,  American  House,  Kellogg  House,  La  Croase  House, 
Globe  Hotel,  Germania  Hotel,  Union  Hotel,  Traveler's  Honae,  City  Hotel,  State  Street  House, 
Iioalberg  House. 

Sun't'i/om. — Bliss  k  Spear,  J.  F.  Bryant. 

Books,  Papers,  etc. — Oolton  &  Whelpley,  A.  F.  Kennedy. 

MiUmery. — ^Hrs.  Osborne,  Mrs.  W.  Moeller,  Mrs.  B.  Simonton,  Mrs.  Robinson,  Mrs. 

Merritt. 

Wagon  and  Carriage  Shops.— K,  C.  Tift,  Kneble  &  Sherer,  Mr.  Griffin,  S.  J.  Waile. 
iMfwn.'—lt.  Wachenheimer,  Morse  ft  Co.,  Hart  ft  Co. 

Engravers. — George  E.  Stanley,  Charles  H.  Aker,  J.  M.  Loomis. 

Painters. — Henry  Hoare,  John  Bennett,  Josh  Jones,  Geoi^ge  Bell,  C.  R.  Spafford,  £.  S. 
Bentlev,  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr.  Luithlicn. 

House  Builders. —  H.  B.  Calahan,  Mr.  Chase,  Frank  Heath.  Dan  Polleys,  Mr.  Kinear,  L. 
Drake,  E.  Polleys,  C.  P.  Dunn,  .Mr.  Anderson,  James  Brackett.  H.  Hartley,  William  ThurstOtt, 
D.  Keller,  R.  Moffit,  Mr.  Blackington,  Mr.  Wriffht,  li.  Beardsley. 

Sedoem. — New  York  Ezdiange.  Dingman  ft  Lake,  H.  Fisher,  Joseph  Ladd,  James  Bgsn, 
Fred  Schoell,  People's  Saloon,  Young  America.  W.  H.  Brockliss,  A.  Olassman,  Beektle  Saloon, 
J.  Fox,  Martin  Vaegle,  J.  S.  Becker,  George  Lang,  0.  Neilson. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


498 


HlfiTOBY  OF  LA  CttOSSE  COUNTf. 


£akeriei. — J.  Emery,  Uiuoa  Bakery,  City  Bakery. 

Bhekmithi.'-Mr.  Robbins,  Hr.  Jadnon,  F.  Beta,  M.  Uhler,  J.  Maicr,  H.  MeHillit. 

Sa»h,  Blindt,  etc. — Chamberlaili  k  Co. 

Bfaehinists. — Leech  &  Paul. 

Shingle  Millt. — Charles  Coleman. 

Book  Bindery. — A.  F.  Kennedy. 

Omnibus  Lint's. — Davis  k  Law,  B.  UarringtoD  k  Sons. 

Ice  Ifealer. — David  Law. 

IfasMifatftorMt.— Barday  &  Bantam;  La  Oram  Clipper  plom ;  BobhisoD,  &nniiig  nilb; 
Frank  Bleaking,  woolen  gooda ;  R.  Looncj  k  Go.,  bnxnna ;  Mr.  Shilling,  aoap ;  Johnson  A 
Arnold,  eandles. 

Jbft  lVmf«rt.— M.  M.  Pomeroy,  Lottridge  iV  Seymour,  J.  Ulrich  (German). 

Playing  Cards  Manufu'-fori). — M.  M.  Pomeroy '9  printing  house. 

Banks. — Green  Bay — I>aniel  Wells,  Jr.,  President;  T.  Fo^ster,  Ca«hipr.  La  Crosse 
County — W.  H.  Lathrop,  President ;  W.  \V.  Webb,  Cashier.  Katanyan  Bank — W.  Colweli, 
P^emdent;  Frank  Hatch,  Cashier.    Banking  house  of  Oole,  Snmner  ft  Co. 

Wisconsin  Telei/raph  Cn. — M.  H.  Kellogg,  operator. 

ExpreM  Companies. — American,  L.  E.  Webb,  Agent;  Dualeith,  L.  £.  Webb,  Agent; 
Northwestern,  Charles  H.  Eaton,  Agent. 

Newspapers. — Democrat,  M.  M.  Pomeroy,  editor  and  proprietor ;  Republican,  Lottridge 
I'ic  Seymour,  cditon  and  proprietors;  Appeal, proprietors  unknown;  Nordstern,  J.  Ulrich,  editor 

and  pntprictor. 

Piirki  t  (?om|Nm^.-- Favorite  Line,  F.  W.  Davidson,  manager;  La  Crosse  k  St.  Paol 
Line,  U.  T.  Kumsey.  manager  ;  Kau  Claire  Line,  F.  W.  MoofO,  manager;  Northmi  Line,  L. 
E.  Webb,  aeent ;  Minnesota  Line,  L.  £.  Webb,  a^nt. 

Ikage  Line: — ^La  Crosse  k  St.  Paul  (daily).  La  Croese  k  Viroqua  (weekly).  La  Crosse  ft 
Fountain  City  (tri-weckly).  La  Crosse  &  Chatfield  (daily).  La  Crosse  &  Blue  Earth  City  (tri- 
weekly). La  Crosse  &  Prairie  du  Chien  (semi-weekly).  La  Crosse  and  Winona  (weekly).  La 
Crosse  k  Black  River  Falls  (weekly),  La  Crosse  k  Hokah  (weekly). 

Military  Companies. — La  Crosse  Artillery,  J.  T.  Footer,  Gaptun;  Idght  Guards,  Wiboa 
Colwell,  Captain ;  La  Crosse  Rifles,  T.  Rodolf,  Captain. 

Fire  Companies. — Pioneer  Engine  Company  No.  1,  George  F.  Stanley,  Foreman  ;  Wash- 
ington Engine  Company  No.  2,  George  Seharpf,  Foreman ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Oompany  No.  1. 

Socii'tics. — Masonic — Frontier  Lodge,  No.  45;  Smith  Chapter,  No.  13,  Oood  TempblS, 
—Twilight  Lodge.    Singers' — Turners ,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Paul  de  Vincent. 

OXwvftes. — ^Episcopal,  Universalist,  Methodist,  Congregational,  Baptist,  Lutheran,  Catbo- 

lie. 

Q<u  Con^MU^. — ^La  Crosse  Gas  and  Coke  Company,  W.  A.  Brewater,  President. 

CRT  OIVICIB8. 

1856—  Mayor.  Thomas  B.  Stoddard;  Clerk,  A.  Moore;  Treasurer,  W.  W.  Eustick;  At- 
torney, Charles  R.  Rogers;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  James  Mohr,  Moses  Clark,  W.  W.  Crosby; 
Second  Ward,  George  Scharf,  James  Whalen,  E.  D.  Campbell;  Third  Ward,  C.  A.  Stevens, 
Robert  Loonev,  W.  A.  Tucker. 

1857—  Mayor,  E.  D.  CaniirbHl :  Treasurer,  W.  W.  Eustick;  Clerk,  C.  W.  Marshall; 
Marshal,  F.  P.  Bradisb ;  Assessor,  William  Hood ;  Attorney,  D.  £.  Shillock ;  School  Soper* 
intendent,  Howard  Cramer;  Aldennen — First  Ward,  George  Famum  (three  years),  Willis 
Gregory  (two  years,  vacancy);  Second  Ward,  Robert  Rogers;  Third  Ward,  C.  G.  Hanscom. 

1858 —  Mayor,  David  Taylor;  Clerk,  Christian  Koenig;  Treasurer,  W.  W.  Eustick;  Po- 
lice Justice,  C.  K.  Marshall ;  Marshal,  E.  H.  Chambers ;  Assessor,  J.  C.  Edgar ;  Attorney,  J. 
W.  Losey ;  School  Superintendent,  IL  Cramer;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  F.  fi.  Crary ;  Seooed 
Ward,  Jooeph  Fay ;  Third  Ward,  C.  L.  Coleman. 
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1859 —  Mayor,  James  I.  Lyndes;  Clerk,  Chris.  Koenig ;  Treasurer,  M.  M.  Cordy  ;  Mar- 
shal, Henry  M.  Solberg;  Assesfior.  W.  U.  J.  Nichols ;  Attorney,  H.  B.  Loomis ;  School  Su- 

rintendent,  Homnrd  Unnrar;  Aldermen— First  Ward,  W.  W.  Crosby;  Second  Ward,  John 
Simonton;  Third  Ward,  N.  Hintzen. 

1860 —  Mayor,  John  M.  Levy  ;  Clerk,  Chris.  Koenig ;  Treasurer,  M.  M.  Coudrey  ;  Mar- 
slial,  John  Tamer;  School  Superintendent,  Howard  Cramer;  Attorney,  J.  W.  Losey ;  Police  . 
Joitiee,  C.  W.  Marshall;  Assessor,  William  E.  Potter;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  Moses  Clark; 
Second  Ward,  George  M.  Leach  ;  Third  Ward,  S.  C.  Burton;  Fourth  Ward,  J.  B.  G.  Baxter 
^ihree  years),  M.  Barlow  (two  years),  H.  B.  Callahan  (one  year). 

1»61— Mayor,  Wilson  Colwell,  Clerk,  O.  H.  Smith;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Attor- 
ney, J.  W.  Losey;  Marshal,  John  Turner;  Assessor,  William  E.  Potter;  School  Superintend- 
eot,  S.  A.  Moore ;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  GeorM  Carlton ;  Second  Ward,  Joseph  Fay ; 
Third  Ward,  C.  L.  Coleman ;  Fourth  Ward,  Robert  Uunlap. 

1862— Mayor,  A.  W.  Pettibone;  Clerk,  John  A.  Walker;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf; 
Marshal,  John  Cody;  Police  Justice,  William  A.  Fuller;  Attorney,  James  L  Lyndes ;  Assessor, 
J.  M.  Levy;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  John  M.  McMiUcn ;  Second  Ward,  John  Fox;  Third 
Ward,  John  Michel ;  Fourth  Ward,  Allen  Overbaugh. 

186t3 — Mayor,  A.  W.  Pettibone;  Clerk,  John  A.  Walker;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  At- 
torney, W.  U.  Stogdell ;  Assessor,  John  C.  Fisher ;  Marshal,  John  Cody;  School  Superintend- 
snt  (transferred  to  Board  of  Education,  which  see) ;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  G.  C.  Hickson ; 
Second  Ward,  James  Kevin ;  Third  Ward,  J.  ^L  Levy ;  Fourth  Ward,  F.  Neuman. 

1864 — Mayor,  A.  W.  Pettibone;  Clerk,  P.  C.  Dunn  ;  Attorney,  James  I.  Lyndes;  Police 
Justice.  H.  E.  Hubbard ;  Marshal,  John  Cody ;  Assetuior,  Adam  Jacobus  ;  Aldermen — First 
Ward,  E.  n.  McMillan;  Second  Ward,  Adam  Eckel;  Third  Ward,  George  M.  Leach;  Fourth 
Ward,  T.  B.  Edwards. 

Ie65 — Mayor,  W.  J.  Lloyd;  Clerk,  P.  C.  Dunn;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Attorney, 
G.  M.  Woodward;  AaieMor,  G.  C.  Hickson;  Mamhal,  David  Law;  Aldermen— First  Ward, 
N.  T  Bark;  Second  Ward,  J.  B.  Williams;  Third  Ward,  Charles  Michel ;  Fourth  Ward,  B.  8. 

Burton. 

1866 —  Mayor,  J.  M.  Levy ;  Clerk,  P.  C.  Dunn  (absconded  and  H.  Cramer  appointed) ; 
Treasurer,  August  Bruinmell ;  Assessor,  Howard  Cramer ;  Attorney,  James  L  Lyndes ;  Mar- 
shal, John  Cody;  Police  Justice,  II.  E.  Hubbard;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  George  E.  Stan- 
ley, Gustavus  Voight  (to  fill  vacancy);  Second  Ward,  S.  Tillman;  Third  Ward,  Alexander  Mc- 
Millan ;  Fourth  Ward,  S.  B.  Oatman. 

1867 —  Mayor,  J.  M.  Levy;  Clerk,  Howard  Cramer;  Trcrisurer,  August  Brummell ;  As- 
sessor, C.  N.  Wnituey ;  Attorney,  James  I.  Lyndes ;  Marshal,  John  Cody ;  Aldermen — First 
Ward,  William  H.  Smith ;  Second  Ward,  James  Keirin ;  Third  Ward,  George  M.  Leach ;  Fourth 
Ward,  William  T.  Wenwell. 

1868 —  Mayor,  Theodore  Rodolf ;  Clerk,  N.  E.  Day;  Treasurer,  A.  Brummell;  Police 
Justiqe,  U.  E.  Hubbard;  Assessor,  Howard  Cramer;  Attorney,  James  1.  Lyndes;  Marshal, 
John  Cody ;  Aldermen— First  Ward,  M.  McHngh ;  Second  Ward,  M.  Yoegle ;  Third  Ward, 
David  Law  ;  Fourth  Ward,  G.  M.  Woo<lward. 

186U — Mayor,  Chas.  L.  Coleman ;  Clerk,  0.  L.  Smith ;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Mar- 
shal, Adam  Jacobus;  Attorney,  Jas.  L  Lyndes;  Assessor,  Howard  Cramer;  Au  i©rmen~~ 
First  Ward,  James  Langdon;  Second  Ward,  Michael  Funk;  Third  Ward,  John  Ulrich. 

1870---Mayor,  Theodore  Rodolf;  Clerk,  0.  L.  Smith;  Treasurer,  George  Scharf;  Po- 
lice Justice,  H.  E.  Hubbard;  City  Attorney,  James  I.  Lyndes;  Assessor,  George  Cramer; 
Supervisor,  First  Ward,  Knud  Knudcson;  Second  Ward,  John  Fox;  Third  Ward,  John  Ul- 
rich; Fourth  Ward,  Alexander  McMillan;  Aldermen — First  Ward.  Gustavus  Voight ;  Second 
Ward,  James  Kivin;  Third  Ward,  Charles  Michel;  Fourth  Ward,  William  Listman. 

ISTl^Mayor,  Alemider  McMillan;  Oleik,  O.T.Smith;  Treasuer,  George  Scharpf; 
Attpmsj,  Jss.  f .  Lyndes ;  Aassssor,  Howard  Cramer ;  Snpenrisors,  First  Ward,  Knode  Knnd»< 
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son  ;  Second  Ward,  John  Voegle;  Third  Ward,  David  D.  Pollevs ;  Fourth  Ward,  C.  C.  Smith; 
Fifth  Ward,  Arthur  McGuire ;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  Jas.  VV.  PoUis ;  Second  Ward,  J.  G. 
BoUin ;  Third  Ward,  S.  L.  Nevint ;  Fourth  Ward,  G.  M.  Woodward;  Fifth  Ward,  A.  H.  Han. 
korson,  three  years,  G.  R.  Shepardson,  two  years,  D.  A.  Thayer,  one  yonr. 

1872 —  Mayor,  Jas.  I.  Lyndes;  Clerk,  J.  C.  Miller;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Police 
Jnstioe,  H.  E.  Hubbard;  Attorney,  M.  P.  Wing;  Aasessor,  Howard  Cramer;  euperf  iior> 
First  Ward,  Knud  Knudeson  ;  Second  Ward,  George  Howard;  Third  Ward.  R.  W.  Burns: 
Fourth  Ward,  Theo.  Roilolf ;  Fifth  Ward,  Arthur  Ma^uire :  Aldermen — First  Ward,  .John 
Toeller,  full  term,  J.  M.  Barclay,  to  fill  vacancy;  Second  Ward,  John  Rau;  Third  Ward.  John 
Faul ;  Fourth  Ward,  J.  S.  Lester ;  Fifth  Ward,  William  Grover. 

1873 —  Mayor,  G,  Van  Steenwyk  ;  Clerk,  John  C.  Miller ;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  At- 
torney. C.  L.  Hood :  Assessor,  Howard  Cramer ;  Supervisors — First  Ward,  Josephas  Seeley ; 
Second  Ward,  Joeeph  Ontman ;  Third  Ward,  D.  D.  McMillan ;  Fourth  Ward,  Theodore  Bo- 
dolf;  Fifth  Ward,  Arthur  Maguire  ;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  W.  W.  Crosby;  Second  Ward, 
James  Kevin;  Third  Ward,  Charles  Michel;  Fourth  Ward,  J.  W.  Loeey;  Fifth  Ward,  P.  M. 
Plumb;  to  fill  vacancy,  M.  L.  Bates. 

1874 —  Mayor,  G.  M.  Woodward;  Clerk,  J.  C  Miller;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Attor- 
ney. C.  L.  Hood;  Assessor.  Howard  Cramer;  Police  Justice,  C.  K.  Lord:  Supervisors —First 
AVard,  J.  M.  Marti :  Second  Ward,  J.  P.  Scott;  Third  Ward,  B.  D.  McMillan ;  Fourth  Ward. 
Theodore  Rodolf ;  Fifth  Ward,  N.  Southard;  Aldermen^FirBt  Ward,  Jamee  Laagdon;  Sec- 
ond Ward,  John  Wacker;  Third  Ward,  F.  B.  Bradiah:  Fourth  Ward,  O.  H.  Smith:  Fifth 
Ward,  Arthur  Maguire. 

1876 —  Mayor,  Jamea  J.  Hogan ;  Clerk.  J.  C.  Miller ;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  Attomer, 
C.  L.  Hood;  Assessor,  Howard  Cramer;  Supervisors — First  Ward.  J.  M.  Marti;  Second 
Ward,  J.  P.  Scott;  Third  W^ard,  S.  L.  Nevins ;  Fourth  Ward,  Alexander  McMillan:  Fifth 
Ward,  Robert  Morris  ;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  full  term,  Gustavus  Voight ;  to  fill  vacancy,  C. 
il.  Burroughs ;  Second  Ward,  John  Rau;  Third  Ward,  John  Lamperin ;  Fourth  Ward,  P.  S. 
Elwell  ;^  Fifth  Ward.  A.  S.  Swarthout. 

187 1> — Mayor,  J.  J.  Uogan ;  Clerk,  John  C.  Miller ;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  Assessor, 
Howard  Cramer ;  Police  JusSoe,  Cyrua  K.  Lord ;  Sapenriaore — Blrat  Wa^  Thomaa  Shimnin : 
Second  Ward.  J.  P.  Scott ;  Third  Ward,  D.  D.  McMillan ;  Fourth  Ward,  S.  B.  Oatman : 
Fifth  Ward,  D.  A.  Thaver;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  George  Atkinson;  Second  Ward.  John 
Fox;  Third  Ward,  Chas'  Michel;  Fourth  Ward,  W.  S.  Burroughs;  Fifth  Ward,  Robt.  Morris, 

1877 —  ^Mayor.  George  Edwards ;  Clerk,  O.  H.  Smith;  Treasunr,  Geo.  Scharpf;  .\sses9or. 
Howard  Cramer:  Supervisors — First  Ward.  W.  W.  Crosby:  Second  Ward,  J.  P.  Srott ;  Thirl 
Ward,  F.  B.  Bradish ;  Fourth  Ward.  F.  B.  Oatman  ;  Fifth  Ward,  Albert  Raynam  ;  Aldermen— 
Firet  Ward,  0.  H.  Burroughs;  Second  Ward,  John  Wadcer;  Third  Ward,  B.  D.  MeHiUan; 
Fourth  Ward,  George  Wilion ;  Fifth  Ward,  P.  M.  Plumb  (full  term),  N.  Southard  to  fBl 
vacancy. 

1878—  Mayor,  David  Law;  Clerk,  0.  H.  Smith:  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf;  Attorney, 
G.  M.  Woodward;  Assessor,  S.  Sorrensen :  Police  Justice,  H.  G.  Hubbard;  Supervisors- 
First  Ward,  A.  Hirshheimer;  Second  Ward,  J.  P.  Scott;  Third  Ward,  W.  W.  Webb;  Fourth 
Ward,  G.  R.  Montague;  Fifth  Ward,  John  A.  Augustine;  Aldermen — First  Ward,  full  term, 
G.  Voight;  to  fill  vacancy,  Alfred  Shepard;  Second  Ward,  John  Rau;  Third  Ward,  Peter 
Schintgen ;  Fourth  Ward,  James  McCord  ;  Fifth  Ward.  B.  C.  Byrne. 

1^79— 'Mayor,  David  Law ;  Clerk,  0.  H.Smith;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  Attorney,  G. 
M.  Woodward;  Assessor,  S.  Sorrenson;  Supenriaora— ilrst  Ward;  A.  Roosemlt;  S^Boed 
Ward.L.  Stuegel;  Third  Ward,  W.  W.  Webb ;  Fourth  Waid,  Theodora  Rodolf;  Fifth  Ward.  J. 
L.  Cheshire;  Aldermen — First  Wurd,  A.  Hirshheimer:  Second  Ward,  C.  F.  Klein;  Third 
Ward,  S.  L.  Nevins;  Fourth  Ward,  W.  S.  Case;  Fifth  Ward,  J.  E.  Wilson. 

1880 — Mayor,  Joseph  Clarke ;  Clerk,  0.  H.  Smith;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  Assessor, 
8.  Sorrenson;  Attorney,  G.  M.  Woodward;  Polios  Justice,  H.  G.  Unbhard;  Buperrissis— 
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First  Ward,  VV.  A.  Roosevelt ;  Second  Ward,  L.  Stuegel ;  Third  Ward.  W.  W.  Webb ;  Fourth 
Ward,  Theodore  Rodolf;  Fifth  Ward,  D.  A.  Thayer;  Aldermen— First  Ward,  C.  H.  Bur- 
roogbs ;  Second  Ward,  Matt  Hoalej ;  Third  Ward,  John  M.  Levy ;  Fourth  Ward,  J.  W.  homy ; 
Tifth  Ward,  Charles  F.  Garner. 

1881 — Mayor,  H.  F.  Smiley ;  Clerk,  0.  H.  Smith  ;  Treasurer,  George  Scharpf ;  Attorney, 
6.  M.  Woodward ;  Assessor,  S.  Sorrenson  ;  Supervisors — First  Ward,  George  Edwards ;  Second 
Ward,  S.  J.  Burnett;  Third  Ward.  David  Law;  Fourth  Ward,  Tlicodore  Rodolf;  Fifth  Ward, 
D.  A.  Thayer;  Sixth  Ward.  W.  W.  W^ebb;  Aldermen— First  W^ird,  John  S.  Medary  ;  ?o<-ond 
Ward,  John  Fox;  Third  Ward,  C.  N.  McDonald,  one  year,  Geoi^e  B.  Robe,  three  years; 
Fourth  Ward,  T.  B.  Holwaj;  Fifth  Ward,  D.  G.  Byrne;  Sixth  Ward,  E.  Chamberlain,  two 
jean;  Oeorge  F.  Oond,  three  years. 

CITY  HAM,. 

The  Thomas  B.  Stoddard  engine  house  on  Main  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth,  is  used 
aa  a  city  hall  hj  the  anthorities ;  uie  building  containing,  in  addition  to  its  fire  service  conven- 
iences, the  offices  of  City  Clerk,  Police  Justice,  Chief  of  Police  and  Council  Chamber.  The 
City  Treasurer  and  Mayor  have  their  offices  at  their  respeetire  places  of  basinees. 

POLICB  DBPARTMBNT. 

In  l&Tii,  the  city  charter  was  amended  whereby  a  police  force  was  provided  for,  consisting 
of  a  Chief  of  Police,  detectives  not  to  exceed  three  in  number,  and  patrolmen  in  sucfi  number 
as  the  Common  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine,  not  exceeding,  however,  one  for  every 
2,000  inhabitants.  The  Chief  of  Police  is  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  by  and  witJi  the  consent  of 
the  Common  Council.  Detectives  and  patrolmen  are  appointed  by  the  Chief  of  Police  with  the 
tpproval  of  the  Mayor;  the  appointment  in  each  case  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

PrerioQS  to  the  amending  of  the  charter  in  1870,  the  police  force  consisted  of  a  City  Mar- 
shal and  a  Constable  for  each  ward. 

At  present  the  police  force  consist.^  of  a  Chief  of  Police — Frank  Hatch — with  D.  R.  Littlejohn, 
P.  L.  Clark,  Samuel  Falsted,  S.  R.  Campbell,  George  Fisher  and  William  Duncan  as  patrol- 
men. 

FIBB  DBPARTMBNT. 

As  the  merchants  and  other  business  men  were  returning  to  their  avocations  from  dinner 
00  the  7th  of  March,  1857,  they  were  startled  by  a  cry  of  *^  fire !"  which  proved  to  be  the  first 
eooflagration  of  considerable  extent  that  visited  the  pioneer  city  of  La  Crotwe,  and  afterward 
iwulted  in  the  organisation  of  the  present  efficient  fin  h  partment.  The  forked  tongas  ni  the 
fire  fiend  shot  up  through  the  roof  of  the  New  Enpiaiid  House,  located  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  F.  C.  Jones'  hardware  store  on  Front  street.  This  was  the  principal,  and,  in  fact,  the  only 
mniness  street  in  that  early  day,  except,  perhaps,  the  blocks  on  either  side  of  Third  street, 
between  Main  and  State,  on  witirh  stood  the  old  Missinsipf/i  Ilou^e,  a  number  of  wooden  build- 
ing on  the  east,  and  three  small  wooden  structures  on  the  west  side.  Front  street,  from  State 
tollonnt  Vernon,  was  dceelj  packed  on  either  side  by  wooden  stores.  From  the  New  England 
Hooae,  standing  in  the  center  of  the  block,  the  fire  spread  north  and  south,  and  all  efforts  to 
check  it  were  futile  until  it  reached  Main  street  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  wooden  structure,  occu- 
pied as  a  saloon,  on  the  State  street  corner.  This  latter  building  was  cut  loose  from  its  founda- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  tearini;  it  down  and  preventing  the  fire  from  cro.ssing  State  street. 

The  proprietors  of  the  saloDM  inspired  their  customers  with  a  plentiful  .supply  of  liquor,  and, 
arming  them  with  buckets  and  pike-poles,  they  succeeded  in  saving  it.  The  buildings  on  the 
w«8t  aide  of  Front  street  were  on  fire  on  several  occasions  during  the  afternoon,  and.  by  the 
almost  superhuman  exertions  of  the  citizens,  they  were  saved  from  the  general  ruin,  but  in  a 
B&dly  demoralized  condition,  with  their  fronts  charred  beyond  hope  of  redemption,  and  not  a 
light  of  glass  left.  It  is  a  remarkable  &ct,  worthy  of  record,  that,  notwithstanding  that  the 
boiUingi  in  jeopardy  and  burning  were  wooden  shells^  almost  as  combustible  as  mntehes,  the 
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citizens  fougbt       fire  ineh  bj  inch,  and,  although  it  started  at  noon,  it  was  nightfall  before  it 

had  eaten  its  way  to  the  end  of  the  train.  The  southern  end  of  Front  street  and  the  prairie, 
■which  at  the  time  embraced  the  territory  from  Front  to  Fourth  streets,  all  past  of  that  hehz 
considered  the  rural  districts,  was  covered  with  all  manner  of  merchandise  and  machinery,  almusi 
«Tery  business  man  in  the  city  having  tarned  his  stock  out  of  store. 

Amid  this  scene  of  confusion  on  the  evening  of  the  conflagration,  the  subject  of  organizinj 
■a  fire  department  was  thoroughly  diacnased,  and  the  initiatory  steps  taken  which  soon  after  re- 
soiled  In  its  oi^anization. 

The  first  company  organised  in  this  city  was  known  as  Pioneer  Engine  Company  No.  1, 
"with  W.  W.  Crosby  as  foreman.  Under  his  administration,  the  company  waji  uniformed  and 
thoroughly  drilled  in  marching,  running,  etc.,  but  very  nearly  a  year  elapsed  before  an  engine 
was  procured.  After  the  arrival  of  the  machine,  the  company  did  good  service  at  a  large  num- 
ber of  fires,  and  the  Pioneer  Engine  and  Pioneer  Engine  Company  No.  1  were  the  pride  atid  'zhrj 
of  the  Gateway  City.  Mr.  Crosby  was  succeeded  by  George  Stanley  as  foreman.  The  war 
eoon  breaking  out,  a  large  nnmber  of  the  company  members  enlisted,  and  the  vacsneies  were 
filled  with  indifferent  material.  This,  however,  was  in  a  certain  mesisure  overcome  by  Mr.  Stan- 
ley's thorough  course  of  drilling,  and  the  company  became  as  proficient  as  formerly,  bat  TarkNU 
reasons  eventually  led  to  their  being  disbanded  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  uniform  of  Pioneer  Engine  Company  No.  1  was  black  pants,  red  shirt,  with  a  broad 
collar  and  a  shield  on  the  front  of  blue  velvet,  and  a  square-topped  glazed  cap.  with  a  shovel- 
board  peak.  The  company  afterward  purchased  the  hats  of  the  Milwaukee  Engine  Company 
No.  1,  vt  whieh  the  lamented  Rnfts  King  was  forenmn,  and  the  nnifbrm  trimmings  were  ehaaged 
from  blue  velvet  to  black  braid.  A  few  years  after  the  organizjjtion  of  Pioneers,  Washinjton 
Engine  Company  No.  2  was  organised  by  the  German  citizens,  and  a  spirited  rivalry  sprang  up. 

On  the  llth  day  of  October,  1869,  Reseae  Hoee  Company  with  "On  to  the  Rescue **  u 
its  motto,  was  organized  with  the  following  officers :    President,  Thoo  Jore  F.  Rodoif ;  Secretary, 

D.  W.  Marston;  Treasurer,  F.  .\.  Burton;  First  Director,  Frank  Hatch;  Second  Director, 
Henry  Quinn  ;  Third  Director,  A.  M.  Watson  ;  First  Pipeman,  N.  0.  Carle ;  Second  Pipeman, 
jr.  H.  Clark ;  Third  Pipeman,  W.  P.  Meach ;  Fourth  Pipeman,  S.  W.  Senoerbox. 

The  following  are  the  original  members  of  Rescue  Ilose  Company  :  Frank  Hatch,  Joseph 
H.  Clark,  Theodore  P.  Healey,  Spencer  S.  Carr,  G.  S.  Phillips,  H.  A.  Scott,  J.  K.  Sbepard. 

E.  B.  Stevens,  W.  H.  Honttngton,  William  J.  Scott,  F.  A.  Burton,  S.  J.  Collins,  H.  B.  Gng- 
ory,  W.  B.  Meach,  W.  J.  Davidson,  J.  S,  Elwell,  A.  M.  Watson,  H.  E.  Quinn,  J.  P.  Scott, 
N.  0.  Carle,  S.  W.  Sencerbox,  E.  G.  Rodoif.  Theodore  F.  Rodnlf  Thomas  Iloi^an,  F.  H. 
Lloyd,  W.  W.  Dudley,  J.  K.  Weston,  J.  S.  Medary,  William  Graham,  0.  L.  Smith.  J.  L. 
Carle.  Ory  Wariner,  G.  H.  Riley,  S.  Manheirmer. 

Mny  1;").  l^^Tl,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Fifth  Ward  of  the  city  for  the  organizition  of  a 
fire  company  which  was  organized  with  the  following  members:  President,  Arthur  McGuire; 
Secretary,  R.  M.  Redfield ;  Assistant  Seeretuy,  R.  H.  French ;  Treesarer,  William  Winston : 
Captain,  0.  J.  C.  Hammond;  Foreman,  J.  M.  Russell;  Assistant  Foreman,  G.  W.  Sperbeck: 
Pipeman  No.  1,  John  O'Neal ;  Pipeman  No.  2,  Robert  Gibson ;  Pipeman  No.  3.  Joseph  Pel- 
key  ;  Pipeman  No.  4,  John  Wilson ;  Pipeman  No.  .5,  Joseph  Stafibrd ;  Pipeman  No.  6,  M.  A. 
Hubbard;  Pipeman  No.  7,  H.  Crisjohn ;  Pipeman  No.  8.  G.  F.  VWang.  The  name  adopted 
for  the  company  was  Washington  Engine  Company  No.  '2.  A  hand  enirine  was  procured  about 
the  time  of  organization.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  Washington  Company  No.  2,  the  name 
-was  changed  to  Washington  Hose  Company  Ko.  2.  The  first  oflioers  were  J.  H.  Bristow,  Gap* 
tain;  M.  W.  (^ear,  Secretary;  J.  L.  Cheshire,  Treasurer;  J.  E.  Wilson,  First  Foreman; 
Samuel  Miller,  Second  Foreman ;  D.  Knox,  First  Assistant ;  0.  J.  Lands,  Second  Assistant. 
All  the  property  belonging  to  the  engine  company  was  tamed  over  to  the  hose  company  upon  the 
changing  of  the  name  of  the  compnny. 

Tlie  present  officers  of  that  company  are:  E.  P.  Hammond,  Captain;  G.  E.  Wilson.  Fore- 
man ;  A.  J.  Suuds,  Assistant  Foreman ;  W.  H.  Tarbox,  Treasurer;  M.  A.  Hubbard,  Secretary. 
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November  11,  1871,  a  hook  and  ladder  companv  was  organized  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  with 


Mat  Foreman  :  Joseph  Mocller,  Treasurer ;  Mat  Ebach.  Secretary.  The  present  officers  of  this 
•aNDpanj  are  John  Wachter,  Foreman;  Fred  Wiggert,  Assistant  Foreman;  John  Nagle, 
Tretsnrer;  John  Nine,  Secretary. 

In  1873,  Hand  Engine  Company  No.  8  oiganiaed  in  the  Third  Wud  with  fifty  men,  end 
John  Fox  as  Foreman 

In  1875,  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1,  which  was  organized  in  1857  disbanded,  and 
the  treck  whidi  they  had  used  wee  altered  to  a  hose  tmek,  and  placed  in  care  of  the  Reaone 

Hose  Company. 

In  1879,  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1  was  re-organized  with  twenty  men,  and 
John/Thoeni  as  Foreman ;  Charles  Ahreni,  Anriatent  Foreman ;  Adam  Jaoohns,  Seeretary. 

In  1880.  Hose  Company  No.  2  was  organiied  with  twelve  men,  and  with  Gharifls  MiUer  as 
Foreman,  and  John  Ulrioh  as  Secretary. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Chief  Engineers  and  their  Assistants  from  1869  to  the  present 

dste. 

1869  to  1870— William  Bawlinson,  Chief  Engineer;  John  Waoker,  Gostavos  Yoight  and 
Benjamin  Ott,  Assistants. 

1870  to  1871— Frank  Hatch,  Chief  Engineer;  F.  Knnerth,  John  Waoker  and  Theodore 

Bedoir.  Assistants. 

1871  to  1872— Frank  Hatch,  Chief  Engineer;  David  Law,  F.  Kunerth  and  J.  D.  Hiscox, 
Aaaiitants. 

1872  to  1873— F^k  Hateh,  Chief  Engineer;  J.  Waeker,  H.  A.  Winston  and  A.  H. 
Vatson,  Assistants. 

1873  to  1874— Frank  Hatch,  Chief  Engineer ;  A.  M.  Watson,  John  Wacker  and  0.  J.  C. 
Hsmroond,  Assistants. 

1874  to  1875— A.  M.  Watson,  Chief  Engineer;  Chsrles  Walter,  John  Thoeni  and  Will- 
iam  Gohres,  Assistants. 

1875  to  1876— David  Law,  Chief  Engineer;  Frank  Hatch,  J.  Fox  and  Daniel  Knox, 

1876  to  1877— David  Law,  ChieF  Engineer;  J.  B.  McCain,  Frank  Hatch,  Phil  Weis- 
becker.  Assistants. 

1877  to  1878— David  Law,  Chief  Engineer;  Frank  Hateh,  J.  B.  MeCain  and  Phil  Weis- 
becker.  Assistant.^. 

1878  to  1879— W.  B.  Webb,  Chief  Engineer;  D.  W.  Van  Bergh,  William  Duncan  and 
Phil  Weiebedcer,  Assistants. 

1870  to  1880— W.  B.  Webb,  Chief  Engineer;  William  Duncan,  D.  W.  Van  Bergh  and 
Phil  Weisbecker,  Assistants. 

1880  to  1881— W.  B.  Webb,  Chief  Engineer ;  William  Dnncan,  D.  W.  Van  Bergh  and 
Phil  Weisbecker,  Assistant.". 

1881 — R.  L.  Spence,  Chief  Engineer;  William  Duncan,  John  Thoeni  and  Phil  Weis- 
backer.  Assistants. 

To  sum  np  die  department,  there  are  one  hundred  and  nine  men,  as  follows :  Chief  Engineer, 

one;  assistant  engineers,  three:  Rescue  Hose  Company  No.  1,  twenty-five;  Hose  Company 
No.  2,  fifteen  men ;  Hose  Company  No.  3,  twenty-five ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1, 
twenty>five ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  2,  fifteen.  The  number  of  paid  men  in  the  com- 
pany are  four;  the  Chief  Engineer,  engineer  of  steamer  and  driver  of  hose  carriage  No.  1; 
driver  of  hose  cart  No.  2,  nml  the  driver  of  hook  and  ladder  truck  No.  1.  The  apparatus  of 
the  department  consists  of  two  Silsby  steam  fire  engines,  combined  value,  610,000;  one  two- 
horse  liose  carriage,  value,  ^850  ;  one  one-hor.se  hose  cart,  value,  ^650  ;  one  two-horse  book 
and  ladder  truck,  fully  eijuipped,  value,  8-')<^0  ;  one  hand  hu  jk  and  ladder  truck,  a  bucket  wagon, 
three  hand  hose  carts,  10,000  feet  of  hose,  value,  $10,000,  and  five  horses. 
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This  apparatus  is  distributed  as  follows :  At  the  Central  Station  on  Main  street,  bct«« 
Fourth  and  fifth  streets,  Reecne  Hose  Company  No.  1,  in  charge  of  Steamer  No.  2.  HN 
carriage  No.  1  and  one  hand  hose  cart,  with  three  thousand  five  hundred  feet  of  hose.  Ho 
and  Ladder  Gompanj  No.  1,  in  charge  of  Hook  and  Iiadder  Truck  No.  1  and  all  its  eq« 
meats.  ' 

At  the  engine  house  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Mississippi  streets.  Hose  Gompanj  No. 
in  chai-njp  i.f  Steamer  No.  1,  an<l  hose  cart  No.  2,  with  one  thousand  five  hundred  feet  of  ha 
At  the  engine  house  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  Hose  Company  No.  3,  in  charge  of  two  hand  hose  ea 
and  hncket  wagon,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  &et  of  hose ;  also  Hook  and  Ladder  Ck 
pany  No.  2,  in  charge  of  hook  and  ladder  tmok  No  2. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY.  % 

Until  the  year  1877,  the  trater  supply  for  the  Fire  Department  consisted  of  (Iftewi  eistei 
the  water  being  obtained  from  the  river. 

In  1877,  the  present  system  of  water  works  was  adopted,  and  the  first  pumpin*^  was  d< 
in  November.  The  purapa  in  use  are  from  the  renowned  George  F.  Blake  k  Co.  Duplex  Pu 
Company.  The  pump,  pamp-honss  and  grounds  cost  about  $30,000,  and  its  goaranb 
opacity  is  2,500,000  gallons  every  twenty-four  hours,  but  in  case  of  nece3«!itv  will  pump  ne» 
double  that  quantity.  In  the  Fifth  Ward  is  another  duplex  pump  of  the  same  make.  1 
water  supply  consists  of  nine  and  a  quarter  miles  of  pipe,  as  follows:  1,700  feet  of  sixteea-ii 
pipe,  628  feet  of  twelve-inch  pipe,  18,080  fost  of  eight>inch  pfpe,  32,852  feet  of  six-inch  ^ 
1,133  feot  of  four  inch  pipe.  In  connection  with  this  are  ninety-six  hydrants.  The  enj 
cost  of  the  water  supply  is  ^90,000. 

In  1876,  the  present  6re-limits  were  made,  as  follows  i  Section  15  of  an  ordinanoe  to  «s< 
lish  regulation-i  fitr  protection  aj^ainst  6r«.'  re:iils  as  follows  :  All  that  part  of  the  city  of  La  Cr^ 
embraced  withm  the  following  limits  shall  hereafter  be  known  as  the  fire-limits,  to  wit  :  Ci 
mencing  on  the  east  bank  of  hik  Crosse  River  at  the  south  line  of  La  Crosse  street,  and  riinn 
titence  ahmg  thesoath  line  of  La  Crosse  street  to  Third  street;  thenoe  along  the  west  Imi 
Third  street  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Thin!  and  Vine  streets  :  thence  al')n<'  the  south  lirn 
Vine  street  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Fourth  and  Vine  streets;  thence  along  the  west  lini 
Fourth  street  to  the  southwest  comer  of  Fourth  and  State  streets ;  thence  along  the  south  1 
of  State  street  to  the  southwest  corner  of  State  and  Fifth  streets;  thence  along  the  west  lint 
Fifth  street  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Fifth  and  Ferry  streets  ;  thence  along  the  north  lin< 
Ferry  street  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Ferry  street  and  the  alley  between  Second  and  Tii 
Streets;  thence  north  on  the  west  line  of  said  alley  to  the  northwest  corner  of  said  alley  and  K 
street ;  tlience  west  on  the  north  line  of  Kin^  street  to  the  Mississippi  Kivor.  and  tlietice  northe 
along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  La  Crosse  Rivers,  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  also  ai 
that  portion  of  Block  No.  4  of  Dunn,  Douseman  ft  Cameron's  Addition,  which  lies  north  of 
south  lines  of  Lots  2  and  11  of  .said  block  produced. 

The  following  pertains  to  the  erection  of  certain  l  uiMinj^s  within  the  fore  ing  fire-limil 
Section  21,  of  the  same  ordinance,  reads  as  follows:  la  Uiai  portion  of  tlie  fin-  '.its  which  ii 
between  Jay  and  Ferry  streets,  and  between  FitHh  street  and  the  alley  running  between  Seed 
and  Third  streets,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  erect  and  to  remove  into,  or  within  the  same,  frame  dwe 
ing  houses,  stables,  barns,  stoves  or  workshops,  not  more  than  one  story  in  height,  nor  larger 
length  and  breadth  than  twenty-fire  feet  by  thirty  feet,  provided^  that  not  more  than  one  sJ 
firame  building  shall  be  allowed  on  one  inside-platted  lot.  nor  more  than  two  such  building  apl 
any  ono-plarted  corner  lot,  without  the  consent  of  the  Common  Council ;  arid  provuieJ  furlh' 
that,  within  the  limits  in  this  section  prescribed,  no  wooden  barn  or  other  wooden  structure,  excel 
dwelling  houses,  shall  be  remoTsd  or  ereeted  and  platted  within  ten  feet  of  any  alley.  Seetit 
22  also  reads  :  In  all  that  part  of  the  fire-liraits  which  lies  west  of  Third  and  north  of  Vine  striYi 
and  south  of  Pearl  and  west  of  Second  streets,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  erect  any  frame,  mill  or  qui 
ttfactory,  securely  veneered  with  brick  or  covered  with  iron,  and  to  pile  slabs  in  any  quantity! 
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the  use  of  factories  or  mills,  aovthine  in  this  ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwitlistanding.  All 
bvilduigs  of  the  same  kind  spocan  of  in  th6M  aeetions  of  any  larger  dimensions,  or  buildingi 
eoBstnieted  tat  anj  othor  purposes  thsn  nro  montioned,  moat  be  fire-prooC 

cm  80ALB8. 

These  were  set  up  by  the  city  in  1877,  snd  have  prored  «  great  eonrenienoe  to  the  eommimity. 

Tlierc  are  three  of  these  acalo';  nmged  one  on  the  east,  one  on  the  south  and  one  on  the  wo^;t  of  the 
weighing  rooni  Those  on  the  east  and  west  sides  have  a  capacity  of  4,500  pounds  each,  and  the 
oaeon  rae  south,  12,000  pounds.  Besides  the  Weigher,  James  Kevin,  two  men  are  kept  steadily 
employed,  who  are  kept  bnsj  breaking  stones  for  the  streets  when  not  employed  at  the  scales. 
By  this  methofi,  the  expenses  are  fully  met,  which  are  ordinarily  but  $4.50  per  day,  while  the 
fees  derived  from  weighing  often  foot  up  $6.  As  many  as  fifty-five  loads  of  wheat  have  been 
veighed  in  an  hour  for  several  hours  in  saeoession.  It  has  been  a  common  occnrrenee  to  weigh 
■JoO  loads  of  grain  daily.  If  the  scales  were  kept  steadily  employed,  they  wouhl  earn  per 
day  very  readily.  During  the  summer  les?  that  fifty  loads  per  day  are  weighed,  while  in  the 
winter  one  hnndred  is  a  Mr  aversge.  During  the  latter  season,  six  men  are  employed.  The 
•gents  of  both  the  Howe  and  Fairbanks'  Scales  sought  to  obtain  the  contract  for  furnishing 
thea  for  the  citv,  which  was  thus  enabled  to  seoare  for  about  91,000  what  would  ordinarily 
have  cost  91,800. 

cnr  PARKS. 

Cemetery  Park. — This  paric  is  designed  for  a  driveway  to  the  cemetery,  and,  in  time, 
when  the  multitude  of  trees  now  set  (Hit  have  attained  a  larger  growth,  will  form  a  triple  arch- 
nay  of  shade  at  once  beautiful  in  appearance  and  most  conducive  to  comfort.  It  extends  from 
Twelfth  and  Pine  to  La  Crosse  street,  and  is  eighty  feet  in  width.  A  space  of  twenty  feet  is 
ri-'erved  in  the  middle  for  a  walk,  which  ia  sufficiently  wide  to  admit  of  four  walking  abreast, 
and  a  grass  plat  of  about  six  feet  in  width  on  each  side,  which  is  lined  with  trees,  as  are  the 
rasdways  on  either  side,  which  hare  a  width  of  thirty  feet  each.  It  was  laid  out  by  H.  1.  Bliss, 
under  the  superintendence  of  J.  W.  Losey,  Esq.,  who  also  has  in  charge  the  improrements  of 
the  ccriieterv  to  which  this  <»i>amented  roadway  is  an  adjunct  The  probable  expense  of  this 
[«rk  will  be"  $5,000. 

Main  Street  Park — Is  situated  between  Serenth  and  Bightb,  opposite  the  Oongregational 

^hurch.  and  is  an  oblong  plat  of  ground  comprising  half  of  the  square.  It  has  two  diagonal 
walks,  and  is  set  out  with  young  trees,  which  in  time,  will  form  a  dense  grove,  giving  ample 
sbsde. 

Fourth  Street  Park, — Thm  is  on  King  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth,  and  is  nearly 
i 'uble  the  size  of  the  one  on  Main  street,  bein^  about  3S0  feet  on  Kin^r  and  183  on  Fourth  and 
Fifth.  It  has  two  diagonal  walks,  and  has  a  large  number  of  young  thrifty  trees.  VVhen  these 
ire  large  enough  to  give  the  needed  shade  to  make  this  a  place  of  resort,  a  fountain  will,  with- 
'^mt  doubt,  be  added  to  enhance  itn  attractions.  The  last  two  parks  arc  in  the  most  thickly  set- 
tied  parts  of  the  city,  and  will  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  give  a  most  attractive 
place  of  resort  to  the  dtisens. 

POST  omci. 

Postal  facilities  were  first  extended  to  La  Crosse  in  1844.  Nathan  Myrick,  the  pioneer  of 
the  village,  became  its  first  Postmaster.  At  that  time  the  official  was  placed  on  a  par  with 
Congressmen  in  having  his  postage  free.  This  was  about  the  only  benefit  then  attached  to  the 
position.  Myrick  soon  grew  wearied  of  the  place,  and  tnmed  it  over  to  E.  A.  C.  Hatch,  an 
employe  of  the  firm  of  Myrick  i!c  Miller,  and  a  fellow-townsmen  of  Myrick's,  both  having  been 
residents  of  Westport,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  coming  here  in  1841,  and  the  former  in  1843.  Hatch 
was  snoeeeded  by  H.  J.  B.  Miller,  whose  oommission,  bearing  date  of  September  5,  1848,  is 
still  to  be  seen  at  the  j-ost  office.  Bond  was  given  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty  October 
lU,  and  the  appointment  made  October  28.    It  is  claimed  that  "  Scoots,"  as  he  was  familiarly 
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called,  carried  the  letters  in  his  hat,  and  delivered  the  mail  in  person.  In  bis  absence,  bis  wife, 
aeting  as  assistant,  placed  them  in  her  bosom,  thus  making  it  ncosasafy 

an  ambitious  youth,  who  became  impatient  for  his  mail,  not  to  break  into  the  post  office.  Miller 
held  the  position  till  1852,  the  total  receipts  footing  up  only  87.50.  Simeon  Kellogg  Hucoeedd 
to  the  place  in  August  of  that  year.  His  first  mail  ea^t  had  but  eight  letters,  and  the  la>t  in 
May,  1853,  had  887.  At  Jthat  time,  H.  E.  Hubbard  was  appointed,  and  held  the  position 
through  the  Presidential  terms  of  both  Pierce  and  Buchanan  til!  18G1.  Kellogg  had  the  offi -'^ 
at  first  in  the  Levy  building  on  Front  street,  then  moved  into  a  small  building  near  by  ovaed 
by  George  Farnam,  from  whish  it  was  mofed  by  Hubbard  a  few  doors  noru  into  a  bnildiag 
owned  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Barns.  Hera  the  first  boxes  were  introduced,  about  thraa  donn  beiqg 
ample  for  the  needs  of  the  community.  In  a  year  or  two,  the  office  was  removed  to  a  rooaoii 
Main  street,  near  Fr<mt.  where  it  remained  two  years,  when  it  was  again  changed,  going  intos 
room  under  Barron's  hall,  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street,  where,  after  a  sojourn  of  two  yean, 
a  last  removal  by  Hubbard  was  made  to  the  T/Cvv  Plock,  one  door  west  of  Frankle's  present 
Stand.  The  receipts  for  the  first  year  under  Hubbard  did  not  exceed  %lOOi  a  steady  increase 
from  that  time  until  at  the  elosa  of  his  term  it  amounted  to  about  $1,200. 

W.  0.  Rogen?,  founder,  and  then  editor  of  the  La  Crosse  RepubUean,  w:us  corami.ssioned 
Postmaster  in  May,  ISHI,  and  removed  the  office  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Third 
streets.  It  was  now  determined  to  give  the  office  a  local  habitation  as  well  as  a  name,  and  a  sub- 
scription was  raised  to  procure  the  one-story  frame  one  door  east  of  the  McMillan,  Sill  k  BUm 
Block,  in  which  it  remained  from  the  spring  of  ISf'l  to  December  31,  1870.  RogeiU  dvil^  ID 
the  summer  of  1862,  was  succeeded  by  Leonard  Lottridge,  of  Lottridge  Seymour,  editois  of 
the  La  Crosse  BepubHean^  who  held  the  position  till  July,  1870,  the  office  being  continued  is 
the  small  frame.  In  «^uly,  1870,  W.  W.  Webb,  agent  of  the  American  Express  Company,  becsne 
Postmaster.  In  that  year,  the  frame  was  moved  east  200  feet,  to  permit  the  building  nf  an 
elegant  three-story  brick  building,  by  McMillan,  Sill  k  Bliss,  on  the  completion  of  which  the 
post  office  was  moved  into  it  Deoember  81,  1870,  and  remained  there  ten  years  to  a  day,  when, 
on  the  same  date,  in  1880.  it  was  moved  into  its  present  commodious  rooms  in  the  Giles  Block, 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  Fourth  and  Main  streets.  The  present  occupant.  Charles  Seymour, 
was  appointed  April,  1871.  Through  his  courtesy  the  writer  is  enabled  to  present  the  following 
iaets: 

Revenues  in  I860.  8.3,noo;  1871,  89.000;  1875,  ?;i-2,8:jO;  1880,  310,11:1  Nothing 
so  sure  an  index  of  the  growing  intelligence  of  the  people  as  the  increase  of  schools,  books,  news- 
papers and  of  mail  matter.  In  this  regard  La  Crosse  has  an  exceptionally  enviable  record,  ss 
a  glance  at  the  above  figures  will  show  the  first  eleven  ysaVB,  showing  the  enormous  increase  of 
200  per  cent,  the  next  four  years  of  about  81. "0(1  ppr  year,  and  the  last  five  of  ^1.200  per 
^ear.  This  is  far  in  advance  of  the  ratio  of  increase  in  population,  as  will  be  seen  by  contrast- 
ing the  statistics  of  1870  and  1880.  The  census  for  the  first  year  shows  a  population  of  7,8"" : 
of  1880,  14,900,  the  ratio  of  increase  being  nearly  100  per  oent,  while  of  mail  it  is  about  120 
per  cent. 

The  geographical  position  of  La  Crosse  has  made  it  the  greatest  transfer  office  of  die 

Northwest,  even  exceeding  Milwaukee,  ^e  nearness  of  which  to  Chicago  precludes  the  ne«s- 
sity  of  its  performing  that  duty.  In  no  particular  is  it  more  apparent  that  this  is  the  *' {rate- 
waiy  city,  '  than  the  fact  that  the  transfer  is  here  made  to  points  on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  K.  R-. 
S.  M.  R.  R.,  C.  N.-W.  R.  R.,  and  G.,  B.  k  M.  R.  R.  The  extent  of  this  business  may  bs 
inferrcil  fV'im  the  fact  that  fifty-one  railwav  mail  a;:eiits,  postal  clerks,  etc.,  register  and  transfer 
at  this  point.  Two  registered  pouches,  containing  registered  and  money  letters,  orders  *ai 
packages  anrive  at  La  (^osse  Post  Office  daily  from  Chicago,  and  the  same  number  leave  dsilj 
for  Chicago,  for  which  there  is  no  key  save  at  the  two  terminal  points,  and  those  ana  SSMnly 
fastened  to  the  in-^ido  of  the  safes  of  tho  terminal  offices.  A  Still  further  securitv,  were  «nv 
needed,  is  guaranteed  by  the  signature  of  all  mail  agents  daily  in  a  record-book,  so  that  their 
prssenoe  and  charge  of  die  mail  is  definitely  known  by  their  own  sign  maanal.   The  Booey 
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orivr  and  registry  business  are  comparative! j  new  features,  and  a  very  great  public  convenience, 
tlioagh  adding  much  to  the  work  of  the  ofBce  while  it  does  not  increase  the  productive  emolu- 
ments or  revenaee  of  the  post  offioe^  The  magnitude  of  this  labor  is  shown  by  the  statement 
that  75,000  letters  and  pnckao;ps  are  registered  yearly,  of  which  8,500  are  for  La  Crosse  -ilone. 

The  present  large  and  commodious  room  in  the  Giles  Block,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Fourth  streets,  was  built  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  has  all  the  latest  oonveniencies  and  im- 
provcmcnts.  The  boxes,  1,000  in  number,  are  arranged  in  horseshoe  form,  thus  enabling  the 
attendant  within  to  deliver  mail  without  loss  of  time,  which  is  still  further  aided  bv  using  the 
sfstsm  of  indexing  now  beooming  common  in  all  Ian;e  eommeretal  hooses.  The  lock  boxes  ara 
protected  by  a  light  iron  ornamental  lattice  work,  which  shields  them  as  fully  as  the  old  prison 
grating  originally  used,  while  admitting  a  better  view  of  their  contents.  A  rent  of  81,600  is 
paid  by  the  Government  for  the  room,  which  is  made  up  by  the  rental  of  the  boxes,  amounting 
to  ^2,100,  leaving  the  handsome  surplus  of  9^00.  Among  the  items  of  the  early  mail  history, 
Myrick  states  that  in  1842,  William  Miller  carried  the  mail  from  Prairie  du  Chi«i  to  F<Hrt 
Snelling,  making  semi-montbly  trips  by  canoe  in  summer,  and  dog.  train  in  winter. 

hi  1851,  Postmaster  Kellogg  makes  an  application  to  the  Galena  office  for  blanks  and 
stamps,  and  is  told  in  reply,  "the  blanks  you  are  entitled  to  and  can  have  on  application  at  the 
Chicago  post  office.  The  stamps  you  must  pay  for  at  your  own  expense.  We  can  let  you  have 
anv  amount  for  cash,  and  will  send  by  return  mail  on  a  cash  order."  It  would  seem  as  if  even 
this  privilege  mast  have  enspended,  as  in  February,  18r)2,  Kellogg  received  an  order  from  the 
Post  Office  Department  upon  the  office  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  furnish  him  stamps  on  applica- 
tion. During  the  year  18o2,  KellogE  is  charged  with  $131  for  stamps,  as  follows:  April  1, 
180;  Jaly  28,  956 ;  November  4,  flo.  In  me  seoond  remittance  it  is  stated  that  these  are  for 
the  supply  of  deputies  and  all  others  paying  for  them,  an  evidence  that  other  places  were  ex- 
pected to  look  to  this  office  for  their  supply.  May  17,  1853,  George  Farnum  is  credited  with 
a  payment  $9.50  for  carrying  mail  to  Prairie  du  Ohien  and  return. 

CUSTOM  HOUSK. 

The  city  of  La  Crosse  was  established  as  a  port  in  1873.  I.  H.  Moulton  was  appointed 
Snnreyor,  and  F.  A.  Benton,  Deputy  Surveyor,  the  same  year.  Charles  Ottillie,  Acting  As- 
sistant Marine  Hospital  Surgeon,  received  his  appointment  to  that  post  in  1879.  This  port  is 
one  of  the  greatest  in  importance  above  St.  Louis,  having  a  larger  enrollment  than  any  point  on 
the  whole  length  of  the  Upper  Mississippi.  Fifty-one  steamboats  are  here  enrolled  and  licensed, 
being  a  greater  niniiiKM-  than  at  any  other  port  above  the  Missonri  River.  The  same  remark 
holds  ijDnd  as  to  the  licensing  of  masters,  pilots  and  engineers,  and  also  as  to  the  number  of  sick 
and  disabled  river  men  who  are  here  taken  care  of,  at  an  average  cost  of  but  forty-eight  cents 
per  day,  which  is  claimed  to  he  a  less  rate  than  at  any  other  port  This  expense  is  provided  for 
by  an  ii^sessment  of  for^  cents  per  month  upon  the  wages  of  all  that  class  of  employes  who  are 
eligible  for  the  benefits  of  the  hospital.  As  an  instance  of  the  work  done  by  the  custom  house, 
it  may  be  stated  that  on  the  1st  of  June  last,  fifteen  steamboats  were  inspected  and  four  licenses 
granted.  This  is  an  unusual  occurrence,  however.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  office  to  exercise 
sapervi.aion  over  all  steam  craft,  and  restrict  them  frorn  overloading,  taking  on  more  than  the 
required  number  of  passengers,  supervise  tlte  taking  of  excursions,  etc.  All  steamers  are  re- 
quired to  renew  thdr  licenses  and  inspection  certificates  yearly.  Of  these,  as  before  stated,  this 
ofliee  grants,  more  than  at  any  port  on  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

The  first  steps  toward  the  formation  of  this  organisation  were  taken  at  a  public  meeting  (tf 
the  citizens  of  La  Crnsse,  on  the  evening  of  January  28,  1868.  Here  the  usual  initial  steps 
were  observed,  and  an  adjourned  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  February  7, 18t}8,  at 
whidi  a  permanent  organisaUon  was  enected  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers:  Preei> 
dent,  G.  L.  Coleman;  Vice  President,  W.  W.  Jones;  Recording  Secretary,  James  McCord; 
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Corresponding  Seeretarj,  Ira  H.  Hill ;  TroBwrer,  G.  Ywi  Stoenwyk ;  and  a  Board  of  twelre 

Directors,  consisting  of  Mona  Anderson,  G.  C.  Hixon,  W.  H.  Luman,  S.  Steinam,  H.  T.  Ra«- 
sey,  W.  W.  Crosby,  S.  Newraan,  Joseph  Clarke,  J.  B.  Jungen.  S.  L.  Nevins,  M.  F.  ColtoQ 
and  I.  A.  Shepard.  The  admission  fee  for  that  year  was  fixed  at  ^10,  and,  at  the  next  meeting, 
a  Committee  of  Arbitration  was  elected,  consisting  of  S.  L.  Nevins,  Joaeph  Clarke,  C.  B.  S<rf* 
berg,  S.  Newman  and  M.  F.  Colton,  also  a  Committee  on  Appeals,  composed  of  G.  Hixon, 
Mona  Anderson  and  J.  B.  Jungen.  It  was  determined  that  the  rooms  of  the  w>cietj  be  kept 
open  ererj  Tneaday  erening,  for  aoeial  and  hilbmial  meetings  of  the  members,  and  that  tbe  M- 
lowlng  publications  be  taken  fur  their  use  :  Hnik%*%  Merchants'  Magazi/ie,  Journal  of  C»m* 
mercCy  Washington  Globe,  Philadelphia  North  American,  St.  Louis  Democrat,  Cincinnati  Cow* 
mercialy  nnd  Boston  Journal.  At  the  first  meeting  in  March,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was 
instraeted  to  write  to  agents  of  transportation  companies  in  Milwankee,  naeine  and  Chicago,  to 
see  if  chc;iper  freights  could  nut  be  obtained.  James  MoCord  was  alio  appointed  to  coafrr  per- 
sonally with  the  same  linea  for  the  same  purpoae. 

At  the  meeting  on  May  26,  it  was  reported  that  a  redaction  of  10  per  cent  for  100  pooods 
had  been  8ecure<l  on  all  freight  shipped  over  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  from  Hilvan' 
kee,  and  Chicago  k  North- Western  Hailwaj,  and  Milwaukee  &  St  Paol  from  Chicago,  from 
May  lat. 

In  July,  there  were  several  meetings  and  eonferenees  with  the  City  Council,  to  determine 

upon  what  inducements  should  be  given  tlie  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  to  ex- 
tend their  track  from  North  La  Crosse  to  a  poiut  in  the  city  near  the  foot  ot  Main  street,  and 
erect  freight  and  passenger  depots  on  the  same.  It  was  resolved  that  the  City  Council  offer  aa 
amount,  not  exceeding  $20,000,  to  u-^sist  in  procurivLr  nu'lit  nf  wuy  ;itm1  liepot  grounds. 

The  first  annual  meeting  wn:*  held  .J;inu;iry  5,  wi»en  the  toll  iwini;  were  elected  officers  :  Pres- 
ident, C.  L.  Coleman;  Vice  i^residcnt,  \V.  W.Jones;  Recording  Secretary,  James  McCord; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Ira  A.  Hill ;  Treasurer,  S.  L.  Nevins ;  Directors,  Mona  Andenon, 
G.  C.  Hixon,  L.  Newman,  W.  H.  Luman,  M.  F.  Colton,  J.  W.  Toms,  Joseph  Clarke,  S  Stei- 
nam,  J.  B.  Jungen,  Thomas  Servis,  W.  W.  Crosby,  Joseph  Guttnan ;  Committee  of  Arbitra- 
tion, 8.  L.  Nevins,  Joseph  Clarke,  M.  F.  Colton,  S.  Newman,  C.  B.  Solberg ;  Committee  of 
Appeals,  G.  C.  Hixon,  Mons  Anderson,  Joseph  Gutman.  A  committee  appointed  to  secore 
reduction  in  frfi^hts,  su))-;e<|iiently  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  obtain  any  oonoessions  oa 
all  railway  linea  to  the  Mississippi  River  above  Alton. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  January  4,  1870,  the  total  receipts  were  reported  as  9879.35 ;  ex- 
penses, 33()6.11. 

In  June,  1870,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Rodolf,  Nevins  and  Michel  went  to 
Chicago  to  coufer  with  parties  representing  the  North- Western  Railway,  Baraboo,  Air  Lme  and 
West  Wisconsin  Railroad.  They  reported  that  a  road  would  doubtless  bo  built  from  Chicago  to 
Baraboo,  and,  as  a  matter  of  commercial  necessity,  extended  to  La  Crosse. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  IbTO,  an  excursion  was  given  by  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad, 
from  the  western  terminus  <^  their  road  to  business  men  along  the  line  to  La  Crosse.  A  reception 
wa^  given  tlu  ui  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  A  balance  of  $24.57  remaining  unexpended,  it  was^wo 
the  Leader  Printing  Company  to  send  out  the  balance  of  pamphlets  at  that  time  gotten  up  to 
exhibit  the  advantages  of  La  Crosse.  At  the  annual  meeting  lu  1871,  the  membership 
embraced  fifty-eight  members.  W.  W.  Jones  was  eloeted  President;  Alexanctor  McMilhui,  Vice 
Presitlent ;  Fred  Tillman,  Recording  Secretary;  M.  T.  Carlton,  Corresponding  Secretary;  It. 
Van  Steinwyck,  Treasurer.  Directors — Mons  Anderson,  W.  W.  Crosby,  John  M.  Letj, 
James  McCord,  Joseph  Clark,  Michael  Funk,  C.  6.  Solberg,  Lute  A.  Taylor,  S.  L.  Nerina,  C. 
C.  Smith.  Charles  Michael,  Lemuel  Drake.  Committee  of  Arbitration— C.  L.  Coleman^  Janes 
L  Lyndes,  S.  Stcinam,  G.  C.  Hixon,  B.  E.  Edwards. 

At  the  last  meeting  in  lti71,  resolutions  were  adopted,  offering  a  bonus  of  $100,000  ia  six 
per  oent  twenty •fivo*year  mty  bonds,  and  a  fbrther  sum  not  ezeeeding  ^1,000  for  depot  ffroaads 
and  right  of  way  in  the  city.  This  was  conditioned  upon  the  Chicago  k  North* Western  Bailway 
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boildinz,  and  mainUining  a  track  via  Mormon  Coolej  through  the  city,  and  track  and  depot 
gmmAi  to  b«  located  wot  of  Sixth  atnwt  and  near  th«  Miasissippi  River.  Owing  to  the  enor- 
noos  grades  and  increased  ezpenie  of  this  route,  the  oSer  was  declined.  At  the  meeting  of 
January  2,  1872,  the  following  members  were  elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year :  President, 
W.  W.  Jones;  Vice  President,  W.  W.  Crosby  ;  Recording  SecreUry,  Theudore  Rodolf ;  Corre- 
iponding  Seeretary,  M.  F.  Colton  ;  Treasurer,  6.  Van  Steenwyck.  At  a  special  meeting  on  Feb- 
roary  24,  a  resolution  wns  adopted  offering  the  (Jreen  Bay  &  Lake  Pepin  Railway  $100,000  in 
bonds,  beside  necessary  depot  grounds  to  make  La  Crosse  their  western  terminus.  Gov.  Wash- 
bim,  who  wae  preeent  by  invitation,  made  a  speech,  giving  his  views  on  narrow-gauge  railways 
and  various  railway  projects,  and  the  future  of  the  city. 

About  this  time  a  difference  of  opinion  arose  as  to  the  location  of  a  bridge  acro6S  the  Mis- 
siwippi,  between  the  citizens  and  the  Milwaukee  k  St  Paul  Railway  Company.  As  the  loca- 
tion of  bridges  over  navigable  streams  was  subject  to  approval  by  the  War  Department,  a  pro- 
left  was  sent  to  Washington,  sijrned  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  and  President  of  the  Board  of 
Tnde,  asking  the  Secretary  of  War  to  withhold  his  approval  till  the  citizens  could  make  their 
wiiImb  Imown.  Col.  Rodolf  was  authorised  to  visit  him  also,  and  did  so  with  very  satisfactory 
result  apparently,  and  so  reported  to  Gen.  Van  Steenwyck  and  Losoy,  but  in  tho  end  the  rail- 
way company  carried  their  point.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  187^,'  W.  W.  Jones  was  elected 
Piresident;  W.  W.  Orosby,  Vice  President;  Theodore  Ifodolf,  Reeording  Secretary;  M.  F. 
Colton,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  0.  Van  Steenwyck,  Treasurer.  In  February,  the  sanotnm 
of  M.  M.  Pomeroy  wa.s  rented  at  $100  per  year  for  the  use  of  the  Board,  which,  from  its  previ- 
ous use  was  called  "Sanctum  Hall." 

The  officers  elected  for  the  year  1874  were:  President,  W.  W.  Jones;  Vice  President, 
James  McCord  ;  Recording  Secretary,  Theodore  Rodolf;  Corresponding  Secretary,  M.  V.  Col- 
ton; Treasurer,  G.  Van  Steenwyck.  Fifty  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  Secretary. 
Widiin  the  year  ^e  Board  was  instrumentel  in  having  the  track  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft 
St.  Paul  Railway  extended  and  a  depot  ereeted  south  of  La  Crosse  River.  A  flour-mill  was 
also  secured  by  a  bonus  of  $5,000,  which,  it  was  daimed,  would  cost  f40,000,  and  requires  a 
ctpital  of  $30,000  for  running  expenses. 

For  the  year  1875,  the  following  oflloen  were  elected:  President,  W.  W.  Jones;  "Vice 
President,  James  McCord;  Recording  Secretary,  Theodore  Rodolf;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
M  F.  Colton;  Treasurer,  W.  A.  Sutor.  In  the  Secretary's  report  of  this  year,  two  projects 
ai%  diseussed  to  fiunlitate  oommnnieation  with  the  Minnesota  shore,  one  being  to  build  a  low 
water  Wagon- roa<l  across  Barron's  Island,  with  a  pile  bridge  or  ferry  west  of  it,  with  »  fiwrry  on 
the  east  side  to  La  Crosse.  The  other  proposition  was  to  build  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  and  pile-roads  across  the  island  and  channel  west  of  it.  The  cost  was 
Minaled  at  from  $50,000  to  $60,000.  A  discourv  h  also  given  of  the  beneBts  of  a  narrow- 
flHin  railway  to  Viroqua.  The  latter  was  indorsed  and  the  former  postponed  till  the  action  of 
ue  Wisconsin  Valley  Railway  should  be  known,  the  building  of  a  pontoon  bridge  being  one  of 
two  contemplated  works. 

I  At  the  annual  election  of  187(1,  the  old  officers  were  elected,  save  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
letary  and  Treaaaiw.  For  the  former  post,  J.  S.  Aledary  was  chosen,  and  for  the  latter,  G. 
Van  Steenwyck.  A  loan  of  $75,000  was  made  to  the  Oreen  Bay  ft  Minnesota  Bailroad,  whidi 
vu  extended  into  the  eity  this  year.  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ci  this  ysar,  the  pontoon 
iMidge  and  narrow-gauge  railway  projects  are  again  advocated. 

For  1877,  the  following  members  were  severally  elected  for  the  year  ensuing:  President, 

I  Janes  McCord ;  Vice  President,  Joseph  Clark ;  Recording  Secretary,  J.  8.  Medaty ;  Cor* 

I  WSponding  Secretary.  W.  W.  ,lnne-»;  Treasurer,  G.  Van  Steenwyck. 

A  reoort  was  made  at  a  meeting  in  March,  to  the  eQ'ect  that  the  new  flonrittg-miU  had  se- 
cured to  tne  Ihrmers  five  cents  more  per  bushel  than  if  it  had  not  been  here ;  that  bran  and  feed 
liad  been  reduced  at  least  $1  per  ton,  and  that  the  two  mills  of  White  and  Hirshheimer  had  bought 
4ii,687  bushels  of  wheat,  and  the  two  had  dtsbursed  among  the  fiurmers  of  the  vicinity  $4,120.85 
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more  ihm  they  would  otherwise  hftve  0ot  for  th«r  prodvots.  A  dreolar  wma  pat  forth  in  ApriU 

making  the  following  points  in  favor  of  La  Crosse:  First,  Location  and  lombering  interest,  bv 
means  of  which  cheap  slab  fuel  advantages  were  given  for  manufacturing;  Second,  VVheat  terri- 
tory tributary  to  La  Crosse ;  Third,  Advantage  of  location  for  grinding  Minnesota  wheat  in 
tnuuit;  Fourth,  Supply  and  prices  of  ilabt*  ooal  and  hard  wood;  Fifth,  An  itemized  comparison 
between  the  cost  of  making  flour  by  water-power  in  Minneapolis  and  stoatn  in  La  Crosse ;  Sixth. 
Facilities  for  shipping  eastward;  Seventh,  Extent  and  variety  of  building  material.  The  river 
channel  was  affected  by  the  bailding  of  the  rulway  bridge,  lo  that  it  was  apprehended  it  woeU 
leave  the  tatj  front  and  pass  entirely  to  the  west  of  Barron's  bland.  Soundings  made  by  G.  P. 
Bradish  showed  that  it  had  gradually  increased  from  a  few  inches  to  five  feet  in  depth.  In  the 
last  meeting  of  the  year,  thanks  were  returned  Senator  Angus  Cameron  for  his  bill  "for  the 
preeerfation  of  the  ohannd  of  the  Miasinippi  River  between  the  railroad  bridge  and  the  noath 
of  Root  River." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  February,  1878,  the  yearly  election  was  held,  with  the  fol- 
lowing resnlt:  P^B8rdent,  Janice  MdCord;  Viee  Prendent,  Joseph  Clark;  Recording  Seeretarr. 
Albert  Hoppin ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  W.  Jones;  Troawirw,  G.  Van  Steenwyck.  Tie 

report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  year  makes  mention  of  but  two  improvements  of  general  interest— 
the  extension  of  the  water  works  and  the  government  work  to  protect  and  maintain  the  navigable 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

The  election  of  officers  for  1870  resulted  as  follows:  President,  Joseph  Clark;  Vice  Pre>- 
dent,  S.  S.  Burton;  Recording  Secretary,  A.  Hoppin;  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  W.  Jone^; 
Treasurer,  O.  Van  Steenwvck.  Bat  little  marks  toe  hiatoxj  of  the  board  this  ;^ear.  A  tilt  wis 
had  with  the  Winona  k  St.  Peter  Railroad  for  alle^  duecrimination  in  freights  against  La 
Crosse. 

For  the  year  1880,  the  following  board  of  officers  was  chosen;  Preaidenty  JMenh  Garic; 
Vice  President,  S.  8.  Barton;  Recording  Secretary,  Ellis  B.  Udier;  Cmeeponding  Seeietarj. 

Fred  Tillman  ;  Treasurer,  C  Van  Steenwyck.  During  this  season,  the  ferry  and  bridge  ijues* 
tion  was  agitated,  as  also  the  improvement  of  various  roads  leading  from  the  city.  A  proposition 
to  extend  aid  to  the  Baraboo  Threshing  Machine  Company,  to  induce  it  to  locate  in  La  Crosse, 
waa  rqeeted,  the  machine  not  being  regarded  as  a  success.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in 
various  schemes  havinj^  in  view  the  improvement  of  navigation.  On  the  18th  of  October,  the 
Board  went  on  an  excursion  over  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  to  Dell  Rapid«,  the  remain- 
der  of  the  trip  to  Sionx  Falls  having  to  be  abandoned  on  aeeonnt  of  deep  snows.  The  trip  oc0i- 
pied  three  days,  and  was  accompanied  with  receptions  and  public  entertainments. 

The  annual  election  of  1881  resulted  as  follows :  President,  J.  S.  Medary  ;  Vice  President, 
A.  Uirshbeimer ;  Recording  Secretary,  Ellis  B.  Usher ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Fred  Tillman ; 
Treesnrer,  John  M.  Ilolky.  In  March,  Mr.  Usher  resigned,  and  BoMM  Calvert  vae  eapioyed 
on  salarj  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  datiee  of  the  office. 

OAK  OROYB  CKHBTBBT. 

For  ten  years  after  the  first  settlement,  the  early  residents  made  use  of  what  waa  dotbdsss 
an  ancient  Indian  burying  place,  situated  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Third  and  Badger  streets, 
now  occupied  by  Powers' Pump  Works.  The  first  iuterment  was  that  of  a  child  of  N.  Mynck'd. 
in  1845.  The  next  was  probably  diat  of  a  Canadian  mftsman,  who  contracted  a  nver  by 
e.xposure  in  his  work,  and,  being  utterly  destitute,  was  taken  care  of  by  J.  M.  Levy,  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  own  son.  a  bripht,  promising  boy  of  nine  years,  by  accident,  not  lot^ 
afterward,  this  being  the  first  death  by  violence.  As  the  population  of  the  village  did  not  reacu 
a  hundred  souls,  all  told,  during  the  ten  years  in  which  these  old  grounds  were  used,  the  ialer- 
ments  were  very  few.  and  of  these  several  were  strangers  tO  the  vioinityi  who  died  OB  paning 
steamers,  which  left  their  remains  at  this  point  for  burial. 

Ill  1851,  S.  T.  Smith  porefaaied  lifteeii  aoree  of  land  from  W.  W.  Banett,  iHiidi  nmauMd 
in  his  poieession  for  eighteen  yean.  In  1857,  it  received  the  name  of  Wantooga  Cemetery,  wluA 
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WIS  tetuned  till  it  pMsed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  association.   The  purchase  of  gronnds 

for  burial  purposes  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  a  private  venture,  and  a  public  convenienoe,  bat  not 
yielding  much  proBt  on  the  investment,  in  the  year  1869,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  G.  S. 
StrasberKer,  who  made  various  additions,  buying  adjoining  lots  or  J.  and  A.  McMillan,  and  J. 
Eagpui,  tiU  it  was  increased  to  its  present  area  of  thirty-two  ucrea,  more  than  double  the  original 
allotment,  which  was  an  irregalar  oblong,  Ijing  directly  north  of  the  present  circle  and  foun- 
tain. 

A  oompany  was  incorporated  in  1872,  consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  I.  Smith,  President ;  H.  I. 

Bliss,  SecreUry;  A.  H.  Hankerson,  M.  P.  Wirii,',  W.  A.  Sutor,  R.  Weston,  II.  I.  Rliss  and 
Charles  Michel,  Trustees.  This  was  organized  under  the  statute,  providing  that  all  moneys 
recsived  ttom  the  sale  of  lots  should  be  applied  to  the  improvement  and  ornamentation  of  the 
grounds.  The  company  took  the  name  "  Oak  Grove  Cemeterj  Association  of  La  Crosse,"  since 
which  the  title  has  attaclied  to  the  grounds  also.  These  were  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  H.  1.  Bliss, 
and,  what  was  reported  to  have  been  a  most  unpromising  location,  for  the  purpose  designed,  has 
the  appearance  of  having  been  the  moot  desirable  spot  that  could  have  been  chosen.  The  natural 
beauty  of  the  place  hag  been  greatly  hei;j:htfMie(l  hy  the  refitieinent  of  urt,  anrl  no  one  now  could 
do  otherwise  than  approve  of  the  selection  of  the  spot  and  the  great  good  taste  that  has  been 
displayed  in  beautifying  the  silent  mtj  of  the  dead.  A  huge  Tot  has  been  reserved  from  the 
southwest  comer  for  a  residence  for  the  sexton,  E.  W.  Mead.  It  is  almoat  needless  to  add  that 
the  biilMinr;  and  lot  attache<i,  with  its  flower  heiis  and  conservatory,  make  a  charming  picture 
and  are  marked  by  the  same  taste  and  skill  di:$played  in  the  burial  gruuuds,  to  which  it  is  an 
adjunct.  The  entrance  to  the  cemetery  is  at  the  southwest  corner,  where  a  beeotiful  fountain 
has  been  placeil  in  the  midst  of  a  circle,  which  receives  the  water  from  a  score  of  jets,  whose 
musical  plashing  into  the  ]>ool  beneath  them  given  a  most  refreshing  sense  of  coolness.  The 
eenter  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of  spirss  orf^ctr  work,  the  light,  irregular,  airy  pinnacles 
of  which  seem  modeled  after  some  of  the  battpmented  towers  of  the  storied  Rhine.  It  was 
designed  by  Prosper  Steves. 

From  the  circle  winding  drives  and  walks  radiate  to  every  part  of  the  cemetery.  These 
sre  bordered  with  native  trees  of  various  kinds,  as  the  elm,  bssswood,  ash,  hard  maple,  etc., 
while  evergreens  are  profusely  scattered  on  both  public  and  private  groutiils.  In  process  of  time, 
almost  every  drive  will  be  a  continuous  archway  of  shade,  forming  vistas  of  rare  beauty,  at  once 
moat  pleasing  to  the  sight  and  most  grateful  to  all  having  occasion  to  ride  or  walk  beneath  the 
protecting  canopy  of  foliage.  Circular  seats  about  the  trees,  with  rustic  chairs,  arbors,  etc., 
give  ample  opportunity  for  rest  after  the  walk  from  the  city  and  enjoy  the  quiet  beauty  of  the 
scsne.  A  marble  pedestal  bearing  a  sun  dial  marks  the  flight  of  time,  and  is  a  constant  re- 
minder of  mortality,  still  further  heightened  by  the  inscription,  **Mt  umbra  hora  fugit." 

The  first  interment  in  the  cemetery  was  that  of  Mr.  Toint,  a  carpenter  from  Racine,  who 
was  in  the  employ  of  F.  M.  Rublee.  Though  but  a  comparatively  short  distance  from  home,  bis 
friends  were  not  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  rsmoval,  and  he  was  in  consequence  interred  here. 
It  is  wonderful  to  reflect  that  no  matter  how  isolated  one  may  he  in  life,  it  is  impossible  to  be 
without  companionship  in  death.  From  the  highest  attainable  point  on  the  mountain  summit  to 
the  deepest  recesses  of  the  sen,  the  most  lonely  place  in  the  wildemees  or  the  desert  to  which  the 
adventurous  foot  of  man  may  tend,  he  can  find  no  place  so  utterly  desolate  in  which  to  take 
his  final  rest,  that  his  brotlier  man  will  not  seek  it  out  and  lie  down  for  his  last  8le"p  beside  him. 
Nay,  it  may  well  be  doubted  if  long  before  his  own  advent  upon  the  earth  itself,  some  fellow- 
traveler,  "wearied  with  the  march  of  life,"  has  not  reposed  in  the  seme  spot,  and  his  remains 
have  furni.shed  the  very  soil  in  whicli  tlic  last  omer  in  turn  molders  to  his  original  dust.  The 
whole  earth  is  tpt  a  vast  mausoleum  of  departed  generations.  Long  before  the  coming  of  man, 
onnnmbered  and  innnmerable  species  of  living  organisms  arose,  flourished  and  passed  nwwf, 
aiding  by  their  very  dust  in  givmg  birth  to  new  forms  and  higher  orders  of  being,  which  fmr 
centuries  fulfilled  their  mission  ere  they,  too,  shared  the  common  lot,  each  in  turn  illustrating 
the  Divine  decree,  ''dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  sbalt  return." 
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Hie  present  officers  «m  J.  W.  Losej,  Preaident ;  8.  8.  Bartcm,  TreMvrer;  H.  I.  BHh, 
Seeretuy. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  iubject  of  education  is  one  of  prime  importance  to  everjr  community,  and  the  manoer 
in  which  it  ia  fostered  and  promoted  is  always  a  sure  index  to  the  intdligenee  and  liberality  «f 

the  people.  The  refinements  of  education  constitute  the  most  elegant  and  ennobling  pleasures 
of  life.  The  moral  sentiments  are  elevated  and  the  face  of  humanity  made  to  shine  with  celest- 
ial luster.  It  has  truly  been  said  that  "  an  education  is  that  which  no  misfortune  can  depress, 
no  clime  destroy,  no  enemy  alienate,  no  despotism  enslave;  at  home  n  finend,  ftbriMid  sn  intn> 
duction,  in  sdlitmlo  a  solace,  in  society  an  ornament." 

The  first  scliool  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse  was  taught  b^  Mr.  Ahner  S.  Goddard  in  the  win- 
ters of  1851  and  1852,  in  the  old  coart  hoase  which  stood  m  the  pvblic  square,  just  in  front  of 
where  the  present  one  .stands.  In  the  year  1851,  Timothy  Burns  began  the  erection  of  a  builJ- 
ing  on  land  owned  by  himself,  to  be  used  as  a  scboolhouse,  but,  from  various  circumstances,  this 
was  not  used  as  a  school  building  but  occupied  by  Bums  as  a  dwelling  house.  A  short  time  pr^ 
vious  to  the  completion  of  this  building  the  erection  of  a  court  house  was  begun,  and  this,  when 
finished,  was  used  as  a  place  in  which  to  teach  the  school.  The  second  school  was  taught  doiijig 
the  next  year  by  Miss  Clementine  M.  Bowe,  also  in  the  court  bouse,  for  ^'25  per  month. 

The  first  village  election  was  held  in  April,  1851,  at  which  time  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis  was  deetsd 
as  Town  Superintendent  of  Schools.    The  following  is  the  first  notice  of  Town  Superintendent: 

To  Jerome  Beea,  a  laiable  ialiabiUBt  of  the  town  of  La  Cnme :  The  Town  Saperiatendest  of  Sehoeta  ef  (h* 
town  of  La  Croeee,  having  fonaed  a  new  dtatttot  to  bo  namberod  1,  eonttetiag  of  the  Iblloiriog  territory.  Ht.,  He 
territory  lying  north  and  weet  of  the  oen'en  of  SeotieBS  4,  9  and  16,  in  Township  No.  16  north,  of  Range  7  w«tt,  of 
the  Fourth  Principal  Meridian,  including  Sections  81  and  82  and  the  west  half  of  Section  88,  in  Township  16  oortk. 
of  Range  7  weet,  of  the  Fourth  rriiifipal  Meridian.  You  are  hereby  rrriuinvl  (..  notify  every  qiialifi«'ii  voter  fviid 
di«trici  to  allend  ihe  first  disinct  meeliiig  of  sniil  district,  which  is  hereby  iippuinicil  to  bo  lieKl  ai  tho  hoii<p  i.fSia- 
eon  Kflliipe,  in  siitl  imvn  (iii  liic  ilay  of  Angii^t,  A.  D.  1851,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  aflernoon,  by  rp;i  iinj  thi-  n  'ic' 
in  hearing  of  each  voter,  or  in  case  of  his  absence  from  home,  bjleaTing  thereat  h  c<i|iy  nf  iliiN  notice  nt  least  fire  days 
boAwe  tho  sidd  time  so  a^pt^tod  Ineeid  notioe.    Dated  st  La  Croiie,  Jidjr  24,  i  Hr>i 

LOKENZO  L.  LEWIS, 
8iip«Hiitn»iuit  4/AAoel(>r  lib  TWi  (ktmu 


I,  Jerome  Henri,  cerlify  that  I  hare  duly  notified  the  following  named  persons  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
within  iiiiiLL'e  : 

L*  CntmsK,  July  28,  IKol.  John  C.  F'etherline,  Fetline  T)iniger,  H,  B  Kimball,  Milton  Barlow,  N.  B.  Oroter,  J. 
M.  Levy,  J.  Ledora.  Coridon  Lx/ny.  Joniuhiui  Jackson,  W.  Bonntt,  M.  Omo,  D.  Oiswollt  B>  W,  Jeaeks,  H.  Ctvmt, 

H.  J.  B.  Miller,  T.  Kuling.  Timothy  Burns,  John  MoHnln. 

Agreeable  t^  the  above  notice,  the  qualified  voters  of  School  INstriot  No.  1  met  at  the  hosie 
of  Simeon  Kellogg  for  the  purpose  or  oreanising  said  district.  Robert  Loonej  was  elected 
Chairman,  and  Edwin  Flint,  Secretary.  Tlie  meeting  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers  with 
the  following  result:  Edwin  Flint,  Clerk  ;  U.  J.  B.  Miller.  Treasurer;  Timothy  Bums,  Di- 
rector. A  tax  of  975  was  voted  to  be  raised,  to  be  applied  to  Ae  payment  of  teadiers'  wsgea, 
and  85  was  voted  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  neoeasarj  books  for  the  records  of  the 
schools  and  district. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  District  Clerk,  dated  September  1,  1852,  showed  that  the 
whole  number  of  children  attending  the  school  during  the  year  to  be  109.  Whole  number  of 
days  ]r)<;t  hy  tanliness  to  he  60.  Whole  number  of  days  lost  by  occasional  absence?,  2,19^.  At 
a  meeting  held  at  the  post  oflSce  building  on  August  28,  186^,  it  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  ^300 
be  leried  on  all  taxable  property  for  the  purpose  m  building  a  scboolhouse,  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Slier- 
win,  Rev.  W.  H.  Card  and  Anson  Ferris,  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  pro 
prietors  oTthe  village  to  procure  a  lot  or  site  upon  which  to  build  the  schoolhouSe.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  also  elected  :  Simeon  Kellogg,  Director  ;  S.  T.  Smith,  Treasurer,  and  Jobs 
M.  Levy.  Clerk. 

The  house  of  John  M.  Levy  was  engaged  for  six  months,  at  the  rate  of  $75  per  year,  in 
which  to  keep  the  school,  Mr.  Levy  to  furnish  a  stove.    P.  Whelpley  was  engaged  to  totch  the 
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school ;  and  the  scholars  having  increased  to  so  large  a  number,  Mary  £.  Bayley  was  engaged 
as  assistant  teacher,  who  commenced  teaching  Janaaij  24, 1853.  Thtt  rt|iOrt  of  the  committM 
appointed  to  locate  a  schoolhouse  site  stated  that  one  acre  of  land  was  tendered  by  Messrs. 
Rablee  Sl  Stevens,  upon  which  to  build  a  schoolhouse.  And  they  further  proposed,  if  the  offer 
was  accepted,  to  fbnce  the  asme  boards  and  plant  trees  aroand  the  lot,  and  to  keep  plant- 
ing them  until  they  should  all  live.  Robert  Loonoy  nlso  volunteered  to  dig  a  good  well  in  the 
same  lot  for  the  use  of  the  school.  These  offers  wore  of  course  accepted.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting,  B.  S.  Reppy  was  chosen  Director;  Spencer  Carr,  Treasurer,  and  Anson  Ferris,  Clerk. 
Spencer  Carr,  J.  S.  oimonton  and  Mr.  Whelpley  were  appointed  as  a  committee,  and  drafted  a 
plan  for  a  schoolhouse.  The  Methodist  Church  was  engaged  for  tha  terra  of  five  months,  at  ^8 
per  month,  in  which  to  holQ  the  school.  The  resolution,  adopted  December  20,  1853,  provided 
that  the  Diatriet  Board  eontract  for  the  bnildinf;  of  a  snitable  achoolhooae  ibr  the  aooommodap 
tion  of  the  district ;  !^aid  schoolhouse  to  be  finished  at  asearlj  a  period  at  praotioable,  the  honse 
not  to  cost  less  than  91*000  nor  more  than  31,500. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting,  held  September  25,  1854,  Robert  Loonej  was  ehosen  as 
Director  ;  Theodore  Rodoif^  Treasurer,  and  J.  B.  Loomis,  Clerk. 

A  tax  of  .S'2,000  was  voted  to  be  raised  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  district  for  the 
erection  and  completion  of  a  schoolhouse,  said  house  to  bo  erected  on  the  land  donated  by 
Stevens  and  Rublee.  The  contracts  for  the  erection  of  the  schoolhouse  were  let ;  the  carpenter 
work  to  Powell  5:  Chamber'*,  -ind  the  mason  work  to  Donahugh  &  >f:i!kli  im. 

The  next  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  new  brick  schoolhouse  September  24,  1855,  at 
which  time  W.  W.  Ustick  was  elected  Director ;  A.  T.  Olinton,  Treasnrer,  and  J.  H.  Rogers, 
Clerk.    At  this  meeting  a  tax  of  $570  was  voted  to  bo  raised  for  the  support  of  the  school,  to 
urchase  outline  maps,  to  build  a  woodshed,  etc.,  and  to  paint  the  woodwork  of  the  new  school- 
ouse.    The  contract  for  painting  was  let  to  Moore  k  Cunningham,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
woodshed  to  Robert  Loon^. 

At  the  next  nnnual  meeting,  held  at  the  schoolhouse  September  29,  18.')6,  Elisha  Whitle- 
sey  was  chosen  Director,  A.  T.  Clinton,  Treasurer,  and  J.  M.  Rogers,  Clerk.  At  this  meet- 
ing, they  also  voted  to  raise  bj  tax,  by  and  with  die  consent  of  the  School  Superintendent,  the 
sum  of  ^^.OOO.  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  district,  to  build  a  main  building  in  the  rear  and 
ai^oining  the  present  brick  schoolhouse.  The  contract  for  the  erection  of  this  was  awarded  to 
Edgar  &  Polleys,  for  the  sum  of  84,800.  William  H.  J.  Nichols  was  the  architect,  who  was 
also  engaged  to  superintend  and  oversee  the  work,  and  make  reports  concerning  the  progress  of 
the  same  to  the  board.  At  the  next  annual  meeting,  W.  W.  Crosby  was  elected  as  Director ; 
A.  T.  Clinton,  Treasurer,  and  J.  N.  Rogers,  Clerk.  At  a  meeting  hold  October  6,  1857,  it 
was  reaolved  to  raise  $5,000  for  the  erection  of  a  sehoolhouse  in  the  First  Ward,  40x50  feet, 
three  stories  high,  and  to  be  built  of  bricks;  nn<l  nhn  tlie  sum  of  81,000  for  the  purcliase  of 
lots  on  which  to  build  the  same,  and  $500  for  finishing  and  seating  the  house.  At  another 
meeting  it  was  reeolred  to  hire  the  new  building  of  Green  k  MeDowcMl,  in  First  Ward,  for  one 
year  at  a  rent  of  8350,  as  a  place  in  which  to  hold  the  schooL  At  the  next  annual  meeting, 
•Tames  I.  Lyndes  was  elected  Director  for  the  terra  of  three  years.  B.  E.  Brower  was  elected 
Treasurer  for  the  terra  of  two  years,  and  James  L.  Batchelder  was  elected  Clerk  for  one  year. 
At  a  meeting  held  October  9, 1858,  it  was  voted  to  vacate  Oreen  k  McDowell's  building  in  the 
Fir><t  Ward,  as  a  schoolhouse.  and  to  rent  for  the  sar^c  purpose  the  lower  story  of  Mulford's 
building  on  Third  street.  This  was  only  occupied  for  a  short  time,  when  the  south  half  of 
Mons  Anderson's  building  on  Third  street,  opposite  the  court  house,  was  rented.  From  W.  B. 
TTanscnme  was  purchased  Lots  5  and  6  in  Block  10,  in  Burns,  Farnam  &  Burns'  Addition  to 
La  Crosse,  for  81.000,  on  which  to  locate  the  First  Ward  School  Building.  Robert  Looney  was 
awarded  the  job  of  excavating  the  basement  and  furnishing  stone  and  erecting  the  basement 
itOTj,  tor  8925.  James  Rawlinson  was  awarded  the  job  of  furnishing  brick,  lime  and  lath,  and 
erecting  the  walls  and  plastering  for  the  sura  of  81.200.  R.  W.  Hartley  was  awarded  the  job 
of  farnishiug  materials  and  doing  carpenter  and  joiner  work  for  $1,600.    George  T.  Bell  was 
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•warded  tbe  job  of  faraishing,  painting  and  glasing*  for  $850.    W.  H.  J.  Niehola  ma  the 

architect. 

For  tbe  year  ending  Aagust  31,  1859,  the  Clerk's  report  showed  the  whole  number  q( 
children  orer  four  and  under  twenty  years,  residing  in  the  ^strict,  to  be  1,125  ;  also  two  school 
buildings,  with  a  combined  ralue  of  015,000. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting,  held  September  26, 1869,  C.  K.  Lord  was  elected  Clerk  of 

the  District  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

The  Clerk's  report  of  August  4,  1862,  showed  the  number  of  scholars  under  four  and  ever 
twenty,  rosiding  in  the  district,  to  be:  Males,  ;  fcmnlts,  f>(]^\  toial,  1.170.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  September  29,  1862,  S.  S.  Burton  was  elected  Clerk  ot  the  School  District,  but  subse- 
quently upon  his  resignation,  0.  K.  Lord  was  elected  to  succeed  binr. 

The  Clerk's  report  in  August,  1863,  showed  the  total  number  of  children  residing 
in  the  district  over  four  and  under  twenty  years  of  age,  to  be  1,237,  and  that  of  August.  186.5, 
1,467.  M.  T.  Burke  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  SchodI  District.  In  1866,  the  whole  number  of 
school  cliildren  was  1.584. 

Mr.  Burke  was  followed,  as  District  Clark,  by  Howard  Cramer;  and  he  in  turn  bj  Janes 
I.  Lyndes. 

In  accordance  with  Section  10  of  tiie  school  law,  incorporating  the  sdiools  of  the  ci^  of 

La  Crosso.  approved  March  8.  1867,  a  Board  of  Education  was  elected,  consisting  of  JamoL 
Lyndes,  President ;  W.  W.  Jones,  John  Ulrich,  George  Scharpf,  and  Mons  Anderson. 

They  held  their  first  meeting  on  Monday,  April  1.  1867,  at  which  time  J.  E.  Atwater  «M 
elected  City  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  a  salary  of  $250  per  year.  W.  A.  Mason  was  Pria- 
cipal  of  the  First  Ward  Schnol.  and  M.  F.  Varney.  PrincijKil  of  tlu?  Third  Ward  Schonl. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  August  6,  a  proposition  was  received  from  tbe  managers 
of  the  Indepradent  German  School  Society  to  unite  with  the  public  schools  of  the  city.  Thi» 
being  accepted,  it  was  thereafter  known  as  the  Second  Ward  School,  and  Mr.  Wilhelm  and  Miss 
Pfund  were  employed  as  teachers.  C.  W.  Demmon  was  employed  as  Principal  of  the  Fim 
Ward,  for  die  stuool  year  beginning  September,  1867,  the  other  teachers  being  substantially  the 
8am<H— thirteen  in  number.  At  this  time,  the  city  was  divided  into  two  districts,  all  north  of 
Main  street  being  the  First,  and  all  south  of  Main  street,  the  Third,  with  the  Second  Ward 
^German,  common  to  the  whole  city.  In  August,  tlie  State  Teachers'  Association  was  held 
in  La  Crosse.  In  January,  1868,  Rev.  N.  C.  Cbapin  became  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  a 
salary  of  $500  per  year,  and  W.  R.  Sill  was  ([ualified  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Ediicatiori 
in  place  of  W.  W.  Jones,  the  others  remaining  the  same.  August  3,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  board,  requiring  the  teachers  to  hold  semi-inaithly  meetings. 

August  27,  Jacob  Frederick  was  elected  to  suooeed  Mr.  Wilhdm  as  teaciher  of  Oennan  in 
tbe  Second  Ward  School. 

In  September,  1868,  a  coiuraittee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate  for  a  site,  and  the 
biiihiing  of  a  new  public  schoolhouse.  In  January,  1869,  OoOTge  Howard  became  a  menberof 
the  board  in  place  of  John  Ulrich.  In  April,  1869,  a  new  committee  was  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain tbe  cost  of  a  site  for  a  new  school  building,  the  committee  appointed  before  for  the  same 
purpose,  having  made  no  report.  Lots  18  and  14  in  Block  10,  in  Dunn,  Donseman  and  Osa> 
eron's  Addition,  were  purchase<l  as  a  site  for  a  new  school  building,  and,  in  August,  1869,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  procure  specifications  and  plans  for  a  new  school  building,  but  prior 
to  any  action,  P.  S.  Elwell  was  employ^  by  the  board  to  visit  some  of  the  leading  cities  of 
State  to  examine  tlieir  plana  adopted  in  locating  and  distributing  their  public  schoob,  and  the 
sty]e^^  of  their  school  buildings.  Tlie  school  population  increasing  so  fast  in  the  Second  Ward, 
the  old  hre-en^ine  house,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Fourth  streets,  was  used  for  school  purposes. 

Mr.  Blwdl  made  a  report  in  October,  as  a  result  of  bis  obsermtiions  relative  to  school 
buildings  elsewhere,  and  in  accordance  therewith  plans  were  drawn  for  a  new  school  building  in 
the  Second  Ward,  and  proposals  for  the  erection  of  the  same  were  opened  December  18,  bat 
with  a  view  aa  to  tlia  praeticalnlity  of  reducing  the  cost  of  the  building,  no  dedaioB  ma 


i_-iyu,^uu  Ly  Google 


mSTOBY  OF  LACBOfiSE  COUIITT. 


517 


arrived  at,  and  the  matter  was  laid  over  for  consultation.  At  the  January  meeting  io  1870, 
JuMs  I.  Lyndet  ft&d  Rev.  N.  C.  Chapin  were  reflected  as  President  of  the  Board  and  School 
Superintendent,  respectively,  and  Fred  Tillman  (jualifiod  as  member  of  the  board  to  succeed 
Moiu  Aoderaon.  Proposals  were  again  invited  for  the  building  of  the  Second  Ward  School- 
bouse,  and  the  oontraet  was  finally  made  in  Febroary,  with  Leyelke,  Eohlhatn  k  Co.,  for  tiie 
erection  of  a  brick  school  building,  on  the  corner  of  King  and  Fourth  streets,  for  $12,981.75. 
Etnil  Uauser  was  employed  as  teacher  of  German  in  the  beoond  Ward  School  in  place  of  Mr, 
Frederick. 

In  the  year  1S71,  there  were  in  allMventeen  teachers  employed  in  the  different  city  schools. 

December  5,  1870,  the  architect  superintending  the  construction  of  the  Second  Ward 
School  Building,  certified  to  its  completion  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications.  It  was 
decided  to  open  a  high  sdiool  in  this  bnilding,  to  begin  in  January,  1871,  and  M.  F.  Yaraey 
was  appointed  Principal  of  it,  with  Jacob  Bickler  as  teacher  of  the  dllrical  and  modern  lan- 
cuages,  and  in  place  of  Mr.  Varney,  J.  L.  Wallace  was  appointed  PriDoipal  of  the  Third  Ward 
School.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1871,  James  I.  Lyndee  and  Rer.  N.  C.  Chapin 
were  elected  again  as  President  and  Saperintendent  respeotivdy. 

North  La  Crosse  having  become  a  part  of  the  city,  known  as  the  Fifth  Ward,  J.  B.  Rich- 
ards took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  from  that  ward,  April  13,  and 
reported  the  schools  there  as  organized  in  three  departments,  with  {bar  teachere.  These  teach- 
prs  were  continued  by  the  board,  subject  to  their  rules,  etc.,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
ascertain  what  new  school  buildings  were  necessary  in  that  ward,  who  subse<|uently  advised  the 
purchase  of  Lots  2  and  8,  in  Block  29,  and  a  plan  was  adopted  for  a  primary  school  building, 
and  a  contract  made  with  M.  A.  Hubbard  for  the  erection  of  the  building  for  $986.  July  3, 
1871,  Mr.  Chapin  tendered  his  resignation  as  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  Judge  Lyndes 
was  elected  to  succeed  him  but  declined,  when  M.  F.  Varney  was  unanimously  chosen. 

In  September,  a  committee  of  architects  and  carpenters  were  appointed  to  examine  the 
Third  Wanl  School  Building  as  to  the  safety  <'f  the  fame,  and  the  expediency  of  making  exten- 
sive repairs.  The  committee  reported  the  buildmg  as  safe,  and  not  expedient  to  make  the 
repairs.  Soon  after  this,  in  December,  an  architect  was  directed  to  devise  a  plan  for  a  new 
school  building  in  this  ward,  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  five  hundred  pupils,  and  plans 
were  drawn,  proposals  invited  and  the  contract  made  with  L.  Drake  for  the  erection  of  the 
same,  arrangements  having  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  scholars  during  the  spring 
term  in  the  old  Turner's  Hall,  in  order  that  the  old  Third  Ward  building  might  be  torn  down. 

The  school  opened  in  September  with  about  the  same  corps  of  teachers,  J.  J.  Fruit  having 
been  elected  as  Principal  of  the  Fifth  Ward.  In  January,  1872,  James  I.  Lyndes  was  again 
elected  as  President  of  the  Bowrd  of  ESdncation,  and  M.  F.  Varney  as  Snperintsndent  of 
Schools.  In  June  it  was  decided  tO  add  another  room  to  the  new  primary  school  building  in 
the  Fifth  Ward,  and  also  an  addition,  16x30,  one  story  high,  to  the  main  schoolhouse  in  the 
tame  ward,  at  n  cost  of  about  $1,000.  All  the  teachers  with  two  exceptions,  and  three  addi- 
tional teachers  were  engaged  for  the  next  school  year. 

The  record  of  the  school  proceedings  from  July,  1871,  to  January,  1873,  is  very  incom- 
plete, and  lacking  in  many  particulars,  therefore  we  are  not  enbled  to  obtain  a  complete  state- 
ment relative  to  the  proceedings  during  this  time.  The  Third  Ward  School  Building  wae 
completed  and  accepted  by  Um  board  Ootober  19, 1872,  but  the  echools  did  not  open  in  thie 
building  until  December  23. 

In  December,  1872,  the  Board  of  Edncation  was  changed  by  the  Common  Council  by  the 
election  of  three  new  members,  consisting  of  A.  Steinlein,  from  the  Second  Ward ;  P.  S.  Elwell, 
from  the  Fourth  Ward,  and  Dr.  W.  A.  Anderson  from  the  city  at  large  ;  and  at  their  regular  meet- 
ing in  January,  Dr.  Anderson  was  elected  President  of  the  Board,  and  J.  W.  Weston,  Superinten- 
duQtof  the  Schools,  at  a  salary  of  8600  per  year.  About  the  middle  of  January,  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  P.  S.  Elwell,  A.  Steinlein  and  J.  W.  Weston,  were  appointed  to  prepare  roles  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  schools,  which  were  subsequently  adopted  by  the  board 
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Febroarj  3,  1878.  This  maj  be  said  to  have  been  the  instigation  of  a  reform  in  the  schools  of 
ih9  mtjt  which  faw  Meh  yenr  gndadlj  inereased,  ontil  at  present  the  La  Crone  Oi'ty  Sdtooli 

have  attained  to  that  advancement  and  superioritT  that  has  been  equaled  by  very  few  other  dtiM 
in  the  State.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  schools,  at  this  time,  according  ta  die 
Superintendent's  report,  was  thirty-three,  at  an  aggregate  monthly  salary  of  ^1,705. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  a  large  number  of  shade  trees  ware  planted  around  each  of  the 
ward  school  buildings,  and  the  Third  Wanl  Schnnl  grounds  were  graded,  and  a  new  fence  built 
around  it  at  an  expense  of  9353.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  June,  twenty-one  of  the 
thir^three  were  re-elected,  hot  foar  of  this  nnmber  did  not  wish  to  serve  again.  A  regnUr 
examination  of  the  teachers  was  provided  for  by  the  board,  ander  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  two  members  of  the  board,  to;^ether  with  two  persons  from  the  city  at  large.  Dr. 
Fox  was  elected  as  teacher  of  German,  and  a  resolution  adopted  that  the  study  of  the  Germia 
language  should  be  taught  only  in  the  grammar  schools  and  high  school.  Prof.  B.  M.  Reynolds 
was  elected  Principal  of  the  High  School,  at  a  salary  of  $1,800  per  year,  with  Me^^srs.  F.  A. 
Dwight  and  L.  A.  Bingham  as  assistants.  The  schools  opened  in  September  with  a  corps  of 
twenty-eighc  teachers,  snd  a  regular  course  of  study  was  adopted  and  printed  fbr  the  ward  teiools. 
Early  in  September,  the  four  lots  on  the  corner  of  Cass  and  Eleventh  streets,  belonging  to  the 
Academy  Association,  and  heincr  for  sale,  the  board,  appreciating  the  difliculty  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  location  for  an  additional  school  building  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  authorised  Commissioner 
Groshy  to  purchase  these  lots  for  $8,125,  and  also  submitted  a  request  to  the  Gommon  Gouaetl 
to  autnorize  the  bourd  to  issue  an  order  for  S2,625  to  pay  for  the  same,  the  board  Iniving  unex- 
pended in  the  treasury  $500  for  a  school  site.  The  action  of  the  board  was  ratified  by  the 
Common  Council ;  but  a  week  later,  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  reconsider  said  action,  whkh 
failed,  however,  by  one  vote.  As  this  was  not  the  unanimous  indorsement  dswred  by  the  board, 
they  withdrew  their  proposition,  and  sold  the  lots  to  J.  H.  McCalloch,  who  now  occupies  a  psrt 
of  them  with  his  residence. 

About  this  time,  a  lai^  nnmber  of  maps,  reference  books  and  apparatus  was  added  to  the 
supplies  of  the  schools,  and  three  large  bells  were  purchased  and  placed  in  the  towers  of  the 
Second,  Third  and  Fifth  Wards,  respectively.  At  the  regular  meeting  in  January,  1874,  the 
same  officers  were  re-elected.  Messrs.  Lungdon  and  Grover  having  been  elected  as  members  of 
the  board,  took  their  seats  as  such.  March  2,  a  resolution  was  adopted  granting  a  half-holiday 
to  the  school  whose  per  cent  of  tardiness  should  be  the  lowest  for  each  preceding  month,  which, 
we  believe,  has  continued  in  force  since  that  time.  Also  a  resolution  expressing  the  desire  of 
the  board  in  selecting  teachers  to  select  from  the  graduates  of  the  high  school  so  fiir  as  practicable. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  twenty-four  ladies  and  sixteen  gentlemen,  were  also  appointed! 
and  requested,  by  special  invitation  of  the  board,  to  attend  the  public  examinations  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  schools,  and  the  Superintendent  wa.s  instructed  to  make  special  efforts 
to  induce  citisens  genwalW  to  attend  those  examinations.  June  12,  measures  were  adopted  to 
secure  sites  and  prepare  plans  for  additinnnl  pirimary  school  buildings  in  the  First  and  Third 
Wards,  and  the  Common  Council  was  requested  to  make  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  for  that 
purpose.  In  accordance  with  this,  the  two  lots  on  the  eomor  of  Bightii  and  J<^nt<m  atroti. 
and  one  lot  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  Vine,  were  subsequently  purchased,  and  a  contract 
made  with  C.  L.  Ilalstoad  for  the  erection  of  two  one-story,  one-room  buildings  thereon,  at  a 
cost  of  81*779.80.  On  the  last  day  of  school  in  June,  a  severe  storm  swept  over  the  city,  aid 
among  other  damages  blew  in  tlie  north  gable  end  of  the  Third  Ward  School  Building,  and  the 
mass  of  bricks  and  mortar  fell  through  the  crilin;;  into  the  First  Grammar  room.  There  were 
sliding  doors  between  the  two  grammar  rooms  at  this  time,  and  as  the  schools  were  about  to 
close,  by  good  fortune  the  scholars  happened  to  be  in  the  Second  Grammar  room,  beyond  tbs 
sliding  doors,  and  the  scholars  as  well  as  the  city  thereby  escaped  a  serious  calamity,  as  the  im- 
mense weight  of  the  debris  hroke  the  ceiling  joists  and  crushed  the  larger  portion  of  the  desks  ^ 
in  the  room.  After  this  there  was  such  a  feeling  of  disquietude  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that 
the  board  employed  G.  P.  SUmdall,  an  architect  from  Chicago,  to  investigate  the  cause  cf  the 
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accident  and  aaggwt  what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  render  the  buildings  secure  in  the  fu- 
ture. This  was  done,  nad  the  repairs  were  made  in  accordance  with  his  snggoetions,  and  no 
further  apprehensions  were  entertained.  In  addition  to  the  two  new  buildings,  extensive  repairs 
were  made  in  the  First  Ward,  $1,300  being  expended  on  the  building,  a  large  furnace  was 
placed  in  the  Third  Ward,  and  over  $800  irortli  of  new  ediool  deikt  were  parehnied. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Roese  was  elected  teacher  of  German,  and  the  lehoola  opened  eg^n  in  Septem- 
ber with  a  corps  of  thirty  teachers. 

In  December,  1874,  occurred  the  death  of  Jamei  Langdon,  <me  of  the  memben  of  tho 
Board  of  Education. 

At  the  iinnual  meeting  in  January,  Dr.  Anderson  was  again  elected  as  President  of  th^ 
board,  and  J.  W.  Weston  Superintendent,  at  a  salary  of  ^00  per  year. 

January  4,  R.  D.  Carroll,  the  Principal  of  the  Firet  Ward  resigned  hit  position,  and  C.  W. 
Robey,  of  Winneconne,  was  engaged  to  fill  his  place  at  a  salary  of  ^90  per  in'»iifh.  In  tlie  sum- 
mer of  1875,  a  site  was  purchased  for  ^tiOO  adjoining  the  main  school  building  in  the  Fifth 
Ward,  and  a  contract  made  with  Webster  k  Van  Wie  for  the  erection  of  a  one-story  aehool 
building  at  a  cost  of  38-^0.  During  this  year,  the  salaries  of  the  principals  of  the  ward  schools 
were  reduced  from  §120  to  3110,  and  J.  P.  Bird  was  elected  Principal  of  tlie  Fifth  Ward 
School,  and  Mr.  Fruit  transferred  to  the  Third  Ward.  At  the  opening  of  the  schools  in 
September,  according  to  the  Saperintendent*s  report,  a  force  of  thirty-one  teaehera  was  em- 
pU>yed. 

In  October,  1875,  occurred  the  death  of  Alias  L.  S.  Adams,  who  for  five  years  had  been 
teaeher  in  the  First  Intermediate  Department  of  the  Second  Ward  School. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  January  IT.  ls76,  Dr.  Anderson  and  J.  W.  Weston  were  again 
elected  President  and  Superintendent.  A.  S.  Swarthout  became  a  member  of  the  board  in 
place  of  Mr.  Grover,  and  John  Ulrich  in  place  of  Mons  Anderson.  April  19,  it  was  decided 
to  employ  a  special  teacher  of  penmanship  .  a  contract  was  therefore  made  with  C.  £.  Rogers  to 
tesch  in  that  branch  for  the  balance  of  the  school  year,  and  the  result  proving  satisfactory,  he 
VIS  continued  another  year.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  J.  J.  Fruit  resigned  the  Prinoi- 
pslship  of  the  Third  Ward  School,  and  J.  P.  Bird  transferred  from  the  Fifth  Ward  to  take  his 
place;  and  G.  J.  Schellenger  elected  Principal  of  the  Fifth  Ward.  In  August,  twenty-nine 
pupils  were  admitted  to  the  high  school  in  full  standing,  and  seven  on  probation.  In  I^ovember 
it  was  resolved  to  ask  the  Common  Council  for  permission  to  bnild  an  addition  <tf  one  room  to  the 
Johnson  Street  Primary,  and  for  the  purchase  of  additional  school  ground  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  school  building  in  that  ward.  Subsccjuently  a  cotntnittec  was  author- 
■led  to  secure  the  prelimnury  plans  for  a  building  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  which  were  presented  to 
the  board,  at  their  meeting  December  26,  when  the  same  committee  were  authorised  to  secare 
complete  plans  and  specifications  and  advertise  for  bids. 

January  1,  1877,  the  Board  of  Education  met,  and  G.  M.  Woodward  having  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  at  krge,  in  plaeo  of  Dr.  Anderson,  but  refosing  to  qualify,  D.  D.  Mo> 
Millan  was  elected,  taking  hi.s  place.  This  being  New  Year's  Day,  the  board  adjourned  until 
the  following  evening,  when  (5.  C.  Hixon  was  elected  President  of  the  Board,  and  the  election 
of  Superintendent  deferred  until  January  4,  when  C.  W.  Roby  was  elected  iw  such,  at  a  salary 
of  3800  per  year,  and  a  resolution  of  thanks,  acknowledging  the  services  rendered  to  the  eilu- 
cational  interests  of  the  city  by  J.  W.  WesUm,  who  had  hem  Saperintendent  of  the  schools  for 
four  successive  years. 

8ub.scquently  E.  F.  Fassctt  was  employed  as  the  architect  of  the  Fifth  Ward  bailding,  and 

a  contract  was  finally  made  with  Joseph  Ross  and  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Rawlinson,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  for  $7,785.  Lots  10  and  11,  in  Block  14,  in  the  northern  addition  to  the 
Fifth  Ward,  were  purchased  as  a  new  site,  for  $375,  and  the  Building  Committee  was  authorised 
to  move  the  one-story  school  building  onto  these  lots,  to  give  room  for  the  erection  of  the  new 
one.  In  May,  Mr.  Swarthout  having  removed  from  the  city,  P.  M.  Plumb  became  a  mtMnber 
of  the  board  from  the  Fifth  Ward.    The  contract  fur  the  erection  of  the  Johnson  Street  School 
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Buildine  was  let  to  Mitchell  Bros,  for  ^1,512.  Fortj-one  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  hi^ 
school  uis  year  nnooaditionallj,  Mid  fam  on  probation.    H.  O.  Darkee  wu  employed  as  Prie- 

<&ptX  of  the  High  School,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September,  a  four  years'  cour$4? 
was  adopted  for  the  high  school,  in  place  of  the  previous  three  years'  course.  At  the  time  the 
annual  estimates  were  submitted  to  the  Common  Coancil,  in  November,  a  request  for  37,500  wm 
made,  for  the  parcfaaie  of  a  high  school  site  and  sinking  fund.  In  December,  a  committee  vtl- 
appointed  to  secure  a  suitable  site  in  thr  Fourth  Wsird  for  the  higli  scliool  building.  At  the 
regular  meeting,  in  January,  1878,  Uixon  and  lioby  were  re-elected  as  President  and  Superin- 
tendent, and  Robert  Morris  took  his  seat  as  member  of  the  board,  sofieeeding  P.  M.  Plomb.  In 
February,  the  board  decided  to  purchase  Lots  4,  5  und  6,  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Eighth  streets,  for  a  high  school  site,  for  86,000.  Subsequently,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
board,  February  28,  four  members  being  present,  a  request  was  made  to  the  Common  Coancil 
for  $15,000,  for  the  erection  of  a  high  school  bailding.  About  this  time.  President  G.  C  HiiOB 
and  P.  S.  Eiwell  tendered  their  resignation  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  when  D.  D.  McMillan  was  elected  as  President,  pro  tern.  Preliminary  plans  for 
the  erection  of  the  high  sehool  building  were  made  hj  Mr.  'rasett,  and  $10,000  was  appropri- 
ated by  the  Common  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  inclosing  it.  A  resolution  was  adopted  at  this 
time,  that  all  grades  in  school  attaining  100  per  cent  in  attendance,  each  day,  during  the  week, 
should  be  entitled  to  dismissal  one  and  a  quarter  hours  before  the  usual  time  on  Friday. 

April  4,  a  eommittee  was  authorised  to  advertise  for  bids  whidi  were  received  and  onened 
April  22,  but  were  all  rejected  upon  recommendation  of  the  committee,  ami  the  architect 
instructed  to  modify  the  plans,  so  as  to  materially  reduce  the  expense  of  constructing  the  baild- 
ing. Having  re-advertised  and  received  bids,  the  contract  was  awarded  to  Joseui  Bon  sad 
David  Wallace  for  $17,688.  At  the  previous  meeting  of  April  22|  John  Paul  took  his  seat  as 
member  of  the  board  from  the  Fourth  Ward.  May  9,  a  resolution  was  passed  asking  the  Com- 
non  Council  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $7,000  for  the  completion  of  the  high  school 
Indlding.  May  20,  T.  D.  Servis  became  a  member  of  the  board  from  the  First  Ward,  and  the 
full  board  then  being  presont,  D.  D.  McMillan  was  duly  elected  President  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  In  June,  Uenry  Marian  was  elected  teacher  of  German.  Forty -seven  scholars  were 
admitted  to  high  school  this  year.  The  date  for  the  opening  of  the  schools  was  fixed  for  Sep- 
tember 9,  bat  was  subsequently  changed  to  the  16th,  as  the  high  school  building  vat  not  in 
readiness  at  that  date.  Mr.  Roby,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Schools,  was  directed  to  act  tenpo- 
rarily  as  Principal  of  the  Second  Ward  School,  as  that  position  was  made  vacant  upon  the 
removal  of  the  hi^  sehool  from  that  bailding.   October  7,  the  final  settlement  was  made  with 

the  contractors  of  the  high  school  building,  the  whole  cost  of  which  was  818,2.30. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  January  6,  1870,  D.  D.  McMillan  was  elected  Presi- 
dent) and  0.  W.  Roby,  Superintendent,  at  a  salary  of  $1,200  per  year. 

Justus  Burnham  was  elected  Principal  of  the  Second  Ward  Sdiool.  Forty-three  scholars 
were  this  year  admitted  to  the  high  school  unconditionally,  and  two  on  probation.  In  July,  the 
State  Teachers'  Association  was  held  in  La  Crosse.  January  5,  1880,  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Education  was  held,  when  the  following  newly  elected  members  took  their  rests: 
W.  B.  Sill,  W.  A.  Anderson,  S.  S.  Burton,  and  P.  M.  Plumb.  D.  D.  McMillan  was  again 
elected  as  President  of  the  Board,  and  J.  J.  Fruit  was  elected  as  Superintendent.  In  April, 
Miss  Ella  K.  Doty  was  employed  as  special  teacher  of  vocal  music  for  the  balance  of  the  school 
year,  and  in  June,  she  was  re-employed  as  teacher  of  the  same  for  the  entire  ensuing  school 
year.  In  July,  a  committee  w&s  authorized  to  request  authority  from  the  Common  Council  to 
procure  an  additional  school  site  in  the  Third  Ward,  and  this  request  being  granted,  the  half- 
block  of  land  on  Eighth  street,  between  Johnson  and  Adams  streets,  was  purchased  for  a  mm 
of  $2,050,  and  a  contract  made  with  Casper  Mueller  for  the  erection  of  a  two-room  primary 
school  building  for  ?$1,199.  This  was  completed  and  one  room  occupied  for  school  jinrpo«e*  io 
2>Iovember.  Thirtv-three  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  high  school  unconditionally,  and  di.\teen  os 
probation.   In  July,  Prof.  Albert  Hardy,  of  Milwaokee,  was  elected  as  Principal  of  the  High 
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School  for  the  ensuing  year.  At  tl>e  opening  of  the  schools,  September  b,  a  corps  of  forty-four 
Meherj  was  emplojed,  exelnsitre  of  the  teacher  of  music  and  the  teaeher  of  penmanship. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  for  1881  was  held  January  3,  when  Fred  Tillman 
toolc  his  seat  as  member  of  the  Board  from  the  city  at  Iiuge,  in  place  of  D.  D.  McMillan,  and 
was  elected  President  of  the  Board,  while  Prof.  Albert  Hard  j  was  elected  as  Snperintendent 
January  22,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board,  requesting  the  Common  Council  to  secure 
a  change  in  the  school  law.  making  the  time  for  the  election  of  the  Superintendent  in  July  of 
each  year,  instead  of  in  January,  and  also  to  change  the  clause  relative  to  text-books,  so  they 
ooold  not  be  adopted  and  rejected  at  will  by  the  board,  but,  when  onoe  adopted,  shall  not  be 
changed  for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  April,  the  Superintendent  organized  a  class  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction  in  the  theory  and  art  of  teaching,  to  bo  composed  of  such  members  of  the 
senior  class  of  the  High  School  as  might  wish  to  beeonie  members.  At  this  time,  notioe  of  the 
death  of  Miss  E.  White,  Assistant  of  the  First  Ward  Grammar  School,  was  received,  and  suit- 
able resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board,  this  being  the  second  death  of  a  teacher,  while  acting  as 
sach,  in  the  common  schools.  In  May,  Mons  Anderson  took  his  SMt  as  member  of  the  Board 
from  the  Third  Wur  i.  Dr.  Anderson  then  representing  the  Sixth  Ward,  in  acoordanoe  with  the 
law  subdividing  the  Third  Ward.  During  this  year,  the  vncant  room  in  the  new  primary  build- 
ing in  the  Third  Ward  was  fitted  up,  in  which  a  school  was  opened. 

The  ibllowing  is  a  list  of  the  gradnatss  of  (lie  High  Sehool : 

1876 —  Augustus  L.  Abbott.  Stephen  Martindale,  Jr.,  John  B.  Rirlnirds.  Jr. 

1877 —  Alice  Atkinson,  Belle  Blanchard,  Stella  Blancbard,  Lulu  Farnam,  Flora  Garrett, 
Freddie  Hughes,  Bessie  Moss,  Mar^  Sill,  Mary  Smith,  Liiiie  Wing,  Ferdinand  Bute,  Louis 
V.  Bennett,  Daniel  MeArthnr,  William  Moss,  John  Winters,  Annn  Martindale. 

1878— 

1879 —  Belle  Langdon,  Carrie  Barrell,  Anna  Bliss,  Nellie  Dudley,  Emma  Anderson,  Flor- 
enee  Bimey,  Jennie  Listman,  Ella  Diehl,  William  Diehl. 

1880 —  Mrs.  Latira  rrrr\3-. 

1881 —  Hattie  £.  Batchelder,  Minnie  L.  Doty,  Mamie  F.  Ford,  Anna  Farnam,  Stella  II. 
Bodolf,  Stella  G.  Goodland,  Jonnie  B.  Morse,  Lonis  Newman,  John  Ndson. 

KINDBROARTKN  SCHOOL. 

In  October,  1870.  Miss  Clara  Muhlberg  opened  a  Kindergarten  School  in  the  Jewish  Syn- 
agogue with  twotitv-flvc  scholars.  It  was  held  here  for  a  short  time  only,  when  it  was  moved 
into  one  of  the  ruoms  in  the  basement  of  Germania  Ilall  where  it  has  since  been  taught.  At 
present,  the  school  numbers  thirty-five  s<'liolars.  ffDra  four  to  eight  years  of  age.  Miss  Muhl- 
berg ns  a  primary  teacher  has  met  with  eminent  success,  and  in  teaching  the  little  ones  their  A 
B  C's  preparatory  to  their  entering  the  common  schools  of  the  city. 

LA  CROSSE  BUSINB8S  COLLEGE. 

Prior  to  1868,  B.  D.  Atwell,  in  company  with  E.  T.  Ely,  had  estahlishod  what  was  known 
as  The  Model  Busine^  College  of  the  Northwest,"  at  Sparta,  but  finding  that  La  Crosse  was 
making  rapid  strides  in  the  direction  of  becoming  the  metropolis  of  the  western  portion  of  the 
State,  they  determined  to  remove  their  college  to  La  Crosse;  conscpiontl y.  in  18»)H.  wliat  is 
DOW  known  as  the  La  Crosse  Business  College  "  was  established  in  this  city.  Being  an  en- 
tirely new  enterprise  in  the  way  of  schools,  its  patronage  came  slowly  at  first,  bat  soon,  having 
manifested  its  worth,  the  young  men  and  women  of  the  city  and  adjacent  country  came  in  such 
numbers  that  more  roomy  quarters  had  to  be  provided.  Once  on  a  solid  foundntion,  the  num- 
ber of  its  students  increased  to  such  large  proportions,  that  once  more  larger  rooms  became  a 
necessity.  By  this  time,  the  system  of  instruction  employed  at  the  college  had  been  system- 
atized, and  Mr.  Atwell  decided  to  oxhiltit  his  method  and  appliances  to  the  people  of  the  State 
at  the  State  Fair.    Accordingly  be  appeared  at  the  exhibition  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
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hdd  in  Milwaukee  in  September,  1871«  md  reoeifed  &  diploma  of  the  aodetj  for  the  hm 
"System  of  Book-keeping  and  Business  Practice.'' 

This  occasioned  severe  criticisms  from  Minnesota  colleges,  in  consequence  of  which,  Mr. 
Atwell  paid  the  Minnesota  State  Fair  a  visit,  and  at  the  exhibition  cf  the  State  Agricalton) 
Society  held  at  St.  Paul  in  September,  1872,  be  received  the  society's  highest  reward,  a  diploms 
for  the  "  Best  System  of  Book-keeping  and  Business  Practice."  Being  awarded  for  two  suc- 
.  cessive  years  the  first  premium  at  both  these  exhibitions,  acquired  for  the  college  a  reputatioa 
neoessitettng  the  proenra^on  of  still  larger  qaarters,  and  so,  from  a  very  humble  start,  thk 
school  has  growr\  to  its  present  ihraensions.  Mr.  Atwell  liaving  reaped  an  ample  financi«l 
reward  for  his  labors  in  founding  the  college  and  establishing  a  high  grade  of  perfection  iu  the 
methods  of  instraetion,  disposed  of  his  interest  to  J.  L.  Wallace,  and  removed  to  the  Soutk. 
Sinee  his  departure,  the  eoll^  has  eontinaed  to  enjoy  a  large  patronage  begnn  under  itsfint 
administration,  until  it  now  numbers  among  its  graduates  many  of  the  most  successful  businos 
men  in  the  Northwest,  and  Sume  of  the  most  successful  teachers  in  other  business  colleges. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduates  of  the  eoUege  since  January  1,  1876.  A.  Lanwn, 
L.  J.  Record,  A.  II.  Button,  C.  B.  Arnold,  F.  E.  Aiken,  M.  Erickson,  A.  Cummings,  L. 
Sabin,  C.  A.  Gesell,  0.  L.  King,  G.  W.  Meyer,  0.  D.  Medbury,  L.  £.  Wobdworth,  L.  Laraoo, 
T.  E.  Nelson,  J.  E.  Willson,  J.  Beach,  H.  N.  Cooper,  O.  H.  Emmons,  C.  W.  Babeoeh,  L. 
Swenson,  E.  L.  Leach,  W.  F.  Zwick,  H.  Schwedes,  J.  Henry,  E.  W.  Stebbins,  N.  Larson.  H. 
Homer,  F.  Bartholemew,  E.  C.  Willsmi,  W.  T.  Horton,  H.  0.  Weller.  G.  W.  Smith.  M.  T. 
Hegge,  J.  E.  Ulcson,  M.  A.  Dilson,  B.  T.  Dale,  H.  Bellinghausen,  N.  Eggen.  II.  0.  Larson, 
N.  L.  Bye,  L.  II.  Emmons,  N.  T.  Nelson,  J.  11.  Williams,  G.  T.  Ilandland,  0.  C.  Steenberg, 
X.  St.  Jacques,  F.  D.  Shane,  J.  P.  Walker,  G.  Zeisler,  Anna  M.  Farnam,  S.  0.  Loe.  G.  W. 
Martin,  L.  S.  Uoyt,  J.  W.  Natwick,  B.  Uabmann,  Jr.,  Eva  L.  Fanning,  F.  £.  Davidsoo,  Sarali 
T.  Whelpley,  F.  C.  Angel,  W.  Gordon,  F.  W.  Swarthont,  W.  Schneider,  G.  6.  Daleo.  L 
Trantmann,  P.  0.  Lolie,  R.  M.  Elliott,  A.  F.  HoUein,  L.  Q.  Caldwell. 

THE  PRESS. 

La  Cros.se  lias  Inid  ahundint  oppr»rtiniitie-<  to  test  the  value  of  newspapers  as  aids  in  building- 
up  a  business  center ;  and,  as  a  general  thing,  its  citizens  have  always  manifested  a  liberal  spmt 
or  purpose  toward  the  Tarious  joamalistic  enterprises  that  hare  been  inaugurated  in  their  midalj 
It  must  be  truthfully  said  that  in  dispensing  their  patronage  to  the  press,  the  citizens  of  L» 
Crosse  have  been  toleriint  and  magnanimous,  as  tliey  have  been  reasonably  generous  to  jouniab 
of  all  parties.  It  may  be  difficult  to  correctly  estimate  the  advantages  derived  by  La  Crosse,  in 
a  business  point  of  view,  from  the  influence  of  the  press,  which  at  various  times  hius  called  into 
requisition  rcspcctai)le,  if  not  eminent  talent  in  tlie  advocacy  of  local  interests,  wliich  have  had 
a  tendency  to  inspire  its  citizens,  as  well  as  friends,  far  and  near,  with  hope  and  confidence  in 
its  prosperity. 

In  every  community  there  are  shrivlod  souls,  whose  participation  in  the  benefits  of  enter 
prises  is  greater  than  their  efforts  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  These  are  the  men  who  will 
never  subscribe  for  a  newspaper,  but  will  always  be  on  the  alert  to  secure,  gratuitously,  the  llvit 
pemsal  of  their  neighbor's  paper.  These  are  the  croakers,  who  predict  evil,  and  disparage 
enterprise.  But,  with  very  few  exceptions.  La  Crosse  has  never  been  alllicted  with  such  drone*. 
Uu  the  contrary,  as  patrons  of  the  press.  La  Crosse  citizens  have  established  a  good  name. 
records  of  enrrent  history,  the  local  press  should  be  preserved  by  city  and  county  govemmeats 
in  tlicir  archives  for  reference.  But  even  now.  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  find  any  coinpKt*' 
files  of  the  press  of  La  Crosse.  There  should  be  some  means  devised  by  which  press  records 
might  be  preserved  and  made  accessible,  as  part  and  parcel  oS  the  current  history  of  the  timss. 
Still,  by  oiligent  search  and  much  inquiry,  «ioii|^  Aite  has  haen  gleaiMd  to  supply  a  tolembl  v 
accurate  record  of  the  city  press  ;  but  if  any  inaccuracies  or  omissions  are  noticeable,  they  may 
be  attributed  to  the  absence  of  completeness  in  the  files. 
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Nearly  all  of  the  issues  of  the  first  newspaper  published  in  La  Crosse,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Timet,  have  been  scattered  and  lost.  Several  years*  files  of  the  second  newspaper  established 
here.  t!ie  Drm^crat,  have  been  removed  from  the  State.  The  files  for  five  or  six  years  of  the 
third  newspaper  instituted  here,  the  Republican^  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  lbt>4.  The  presence 
of  citisens  wno  have  heen'familiar  with  the  history  of  La  Crosse  jovraalism,  and  the  existeDee  of 
maoy  volumes  of  these  publications,  enable  us  to  give  not  only  a  fair  sketch  of  the  journals, 
editors  and  publishers  of  this  city,  but  also  to  reproduce  some  items  of  local  incidents  which  the 
older  settlers  will  verify,  and  which  new-comers  will  peruse  with  interest.  So,  in  order  to 
impart  value  to  this  d^wrtaent,  a  feature  of  La  Oros-sc  lustory,  we  will  endeavor  to  call  up 
reoollections  of  occurrences,  which  will  cause  many  of  the  older  settlers  to  say  "  that's  so  ;  ' 
while  some  of  the  more  recent  comers  will  confess  that  La  Crosse  pioneers  were  a  lively  lot  of 
del^tse. 

THE  "8WBIT  OF  THE  TIMES," 
Under  the  proprietorship  and  management  of  Messrs.  P.  A.  atid  A.  D.  La  Due.  in  1852, 
was  the  pioneer  enterprise  in  La  Crosse  journalism.  Their  hand-press,  type  and  small  stock  of 
materials  for  a  newspaper  and  printing  office  were  brought  hither  from  Irairie  Da  Chien.  It 
was  a  small  paper,  and  ably  edited  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  A.  D.  La  Due  and  his  friends  in  the 
Democratic  party.  Its  proprietors  and  patrons  had  various  purposes  in  establishing  the  Time$f 
and  It  soon  hecame  evident  that  a  eonfliet  was  inevitaUe.  ^e  village  of  La  Crosse  was  very 
small,  but  the  county,  as  then  organized,  wa.s  very  large.  The  Assembly  District  in  which  was 
La  Crosse,  in  18")1  and  1852,  reached  from  the  Wisconsin  Kiver  to  the  valley  of  the  Chippewa, 
and  included  Black  River.  This  Senatorial  District  was  larger  than  our  present  Congressional 
District.  Thus,  while  the  land-owners  of  La  Crosse  Village  desired  a  journal  that  oonld  keep  the 
attractions  of  this  locnlitv  prominently  before  the  people  far  and  near,  this  large  tract  of  coun- 
try embraced  a  good  many  bright  and  ambitious  men,  who  had  aspirations  for  political  and  leg- 
islative honors.  It  does  not  a|»pear  that  the  Timet  filled  the  hill  as  a  satisfactory  exponent  of 
l>cal  business  enterprise ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  it  kept  Mr.  A.  D.  La  Due's  claims  for  political 
honors  prominently  in  view,  to  the  annoyance  of  his  enemies. 

lion.  Albert  D.  La  due  came  to  La  Crosse  from  Eastern  Wisconsin ;  he  was  a  man  of  no 
ordinary  ability.  He  had  little  or  no  property  to  back  his  efforts  in  maintaining  a  position  of 
influence  in  his  party  and  in  the  cominunitv  ;  but  his  talents  as  a  writer  and  as  a  political  mana- 
ger called  into  reuuisition  a  powerful  combination  of  ambitious  and  intluential  men  to  keep  him 
in  dieck.  He  had  been  in  the  Wisconsin  Assemby  of  1851  from  Sheboygan,  and  succeeded  in 
being  elected  in  1852,  to  represent  the  counties  nf  La  Crosse  and  Chippewa  in  the  Assembly 
of  1853,  after  bavins  encountered  and  overthrown  the  combined  opposition  of  many  abie  antag- 
onists, including  such  men  as  Coanty  Judge,  subsequently  Circuit  Judge,  Hon.  George  Gale, 
who  had  removed  to  La  Crosse  from  Walworth  County,  which  he  had  represented  in  the  Second 
Constitutional  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  Wisconsin  in  1847-4^.  and  also  in 
the  State  Senate  in  the  years  185U— ">!  ;  Mr.  Francis  M.  Rublee,  who  came  to  La  Crosse  in 
1851,  from  Eastern  Wisconsin,  and  had  been  Sergeant-at-Amts  in  the  Territorial  Legislative 
Assembly  of  1810— H  :  Hon.  William  T.  Price,  who  had  represented  the  counties  of  Crawford 
and  Chippewa  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  18oi;  Col.  Chase  A.  Stevens,  who  represented 
the  counties  of  La  Crosse,  Buffalo  and  Chippewa  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  1855,  and 
other  prominent  citizens  who  did  not  relish  the  onward  march  of  Editor  La  Due,  who  was  backed 
by  such  influential  men  as  Col.  Thomas  B.  Stoddard,  suhseijuently  the  first  Mayor  of  La 
Crosse ;  Dr.  William  J.  Gibson,  who  represented  this  Senatorial  District  in  the  Legislatures  of 
1855  and  1856,  and  many  other  gentlemen  of  influence  and  ability,  who  oo-operated  with  La  Due. 

No  one  called  another  a  carpet-bagger  in  those  days,  for  they  were  all  carpet-baggers.  But 
there  were  bright,  sharp,  energetic  and  plucky  men  among  those  La  Crosse  pioneers;  and  any 
adventurer  who  encountered  this  crowd  of  vigilant  citisens,  and  mistook  them  for  unsophistioatea 
"flats,"  would  soon  discover  the  mistake;  for  he  would  not  be  long  at  work  before  he  WOuld 
find  they  were  abundantly  able  to  stand  their  hand  in  any  contest  that  tested  manhood. 
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Bjr  reference  to  Mr.  La  Due's  address  to  the  electors  of  this  large  Anseuibly  District,  in 
1858.  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  esmpaign  wes  eondacted  «ri^  eonsidentble  bittaracH. 

He  was  accused  by  Judge  Gale  of  violatinir  n  written  pledge  about  his  action  as  to  .supportin!: 
Mr.  W.  T.  Price  for  the  State  Senate,  notwithstaadiag  Mr.  La  Due's  declared  preference  for  Dr. 
Gibson  for  Senator ;  end  the  result  showed  that  a  man  from  the  ionth  end  of  the  dktriet,  Mr. 
Sterling,  won  the  prize.  La  Due  cautioned  Democrats  to  beware  of  split  tickets,'*  aa  Mr.  G. 
A.  Stevens  was  circulating  Democratic  tickets,  with  the  name  of  Mr.  George  Farnum,  the 
Whig  noDiinee,  in  place  of  Mr.  La  Due,  for  Assemblyman.  At  the  very  outset  of  a  truthful 
and  eandid  statement  regarding  the  press  of  La  Grosee,  the  &et  cannot  be  oonoealed  thst, 
here  as  elsewhere,  it  i'*  difficult  to  determine  to  what  extent  or  degree  the  proverbial  industrj, 
civility,  docility  and  amiability  of  the  average  editor  or  publisher  of  a  newspaper  are  attributable 
to  the  salutary  restraints  that  are  thrown  around  him  by  that  blessing  in  disguise — a  chattel  oort- 

fage.  Mr.  La  Due  set  the  fashion  in  La  Crosse,  or  brought  it  hither;  and  if  his  successors, 
eirs  and  assigns  in  journalism  have  not  all  followed  his  example  in  this  respect,  the  exceptions 
have  been  so  few,  and  the  violations  ao  void  of  flagrancy,  as  to  entitle  tboee  who  have 
departed  from  Mr.  La  Doe's  example  to  lenient  treatment. 

A  chattel  mortgage  may  be  a  spur  to  vigilance  and  industry,  and  perhaps  prevent?  a 
newspaper  from  becoming  arrogant,  saucy,  overbearing  and  dictatorial.  But  it  is  an  awkward 
and  troublesome  encumbrance  fur  a  pour  editor  or  publisher  to  carry,  when  he  has  foes  who 
are  on  the  alert  to  become  his  creditors  long  enough  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  and  strip  hin  sf 
his  type  and  press.  In  thousamN  of  cases,  political  vultures  have  prowled  aroand  to  find  some  poor 
fellow  who  is  stf  uggling  for  existence  in  a  printing  or  newspaper  office,  and  demanded  his  servihtj 
or  harled  him  to  ruin.  Mr.  La  Dne's  SpirU  of  the  2Vm«»  was  sqaelehed  bj  the  foreelosore  of 
the  chattel  mortgage  within  a  year  from  its  commencement.  The  rate  of  interest,  or  usury,  in 
those  days,  on  land  entries  and  nearly  all  loans  in  the  West,  ranged  from  three  to  five  per  cent 
a  month,  three  per  cent  a  month  having  been  regj»rded  a  moderate  rate  of  usury  on  ample 
security.    This  mortgage  was  a  small  sam  for  a  political  and  local  organ  of  its  importance. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Ustick,  who  was  in  no  way  identified  with  the  contending  forces,  except  as  a 
compositor  on  the  Hpirit  of  the  Time$t  accidentally  became  the  purchaser  on  a  bid  that  he  re- 
gerded  safe,  and  whidi  he  sapposed  wonld  be  ruaed  by  the  other  bidden,  and  sold  the  propertv 
to  Gol.  Ghase  A.  Stevens,  who  found  journalism  ^'  a  hard  road  to  travel."  Before  he  obtaiaed 
possession  or  useof  his  printing  materials,  some  portions  of  the  type  and  presssuddenl  v  "lisappeareJ. 
and  are  supposed  to  be  yet  in  the  bottom  of  the  Mississippi.  Truth  permits  the  statement  liut 
this  was  probably  the  only  press  in  La  Grosee  that  ever  took  strongly  to  water.  Mr.  La  Due. 
who  had  also  held  the  office  of  Town  Superintendent,  left  La  Crosse  for  Minnesota  in  1S57.  and 
became  engaged  in  land  business  that  yielded  him  better  revenues  than  ho  derived  from  the 
Spirit  of  the  TVmet,  which  ceased  early  in  ISr.Z.  Mr.  Le  Due's  residence  in  La  Crosse  it  now 
occufjieil  and  owned  by  Hon.  John  M.  Levy,  on  South  Fourth  street,  between  Gennania  Hall 
and  the  dwelling  of  Messrs.  C.  <S:  J.  Michel.  Mrs.  Le  Due  died  at  Wells,  Minn.,  in  theaatnmn 
of  188U.    Mr.  La  Due  is  yet  in  Minnesota. 

THB  "LA  CROSSE  DBMOCR.AT." 
Col.  Chase  A.  Stevens  replenished  his  printing-office  outfit,  and  secured  in  Madison,  Wi«.. 
as  a  partner  and  practical  printer,  Mr.  William  C.  Rogers,  who  had  been  trained  to  the 
printing  business  and  political  jotimalism  in  Albany,  N.  T.,  nnder  the  examples,  inspira- 
tion and  discipline  of  the  two  political  newspaper  giants  of  those  times,  Thnrlow  Weed,  of  the 
Albany  Evening  Journal^  and  Mr.  Crosswell,  of  the  Albany  Argus.  Col.  Stevens  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  Mr.  Rogers  was  a  Whig.  The  La  Crosse  Democrat,  edited  by  C.  A.  Stevens,  sod 
published  by  Stevens  k  Rogers,  commenced  May  1, 1853.  Those  were  eventful  and  stirring 
times  in  the  history  f)f  La  Cro.sse.  The  pioneers  were  hopeful,  enterprising  and  persevering. 
Strangers  were  welcomed  as  long-lost  brothers.  Everybody  who  arrived  was  cordially  ombrusd 
by  the  rendents  as  if  he  were  just  the  person  they  wwe  waiting  for  to  ssnd  to  Gongms,  or  te 
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iMoonw  Governor.   It  is  not  easy  for  those  who  never  witnessed  the  prooesg  of  starting  a  city 

to  comprehend  the  watchfulness  and  attentions  of  its  founders  in  regard  to  visitors,  explorers 
and  newcomers  in  search  of  homes  in  a  locality  which  gives  the  best  promise  of  growth  and 
prosperity.  La  Groaw  was  ranarkably  fortanate  in  this  raspoct,  as  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
briirht,  prompt,  active,  resolute  men  of  hope,  nerve  and  energy,  and  if  they  made  vivid  and  gor- 
geous pictures  of  future  greatness  for  this  city,  they  certainly  did  their  utmost  to  achieve  suc- 
cess, and  hare  their  frvorable  predictions  Terified.  John  M.  Lery'e  cordial  welcome  to  La 
Cro^  made  strangers  feel  that  they  had  found  a  father,  who  wonld  adopt  them  as  his  children, 
and  those  pleasant  greetings  were  invariably  accompanied  by  substantial  tokens  of  genuine 
friendship.  "Scoots"  Miller,  from  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  with  his  inexhaustible  fund  of  wit 
and  humor,  was  more  entertiuning  than  a  circus.  Francis  M.  Rablee,  who  came  to  La  Crosse 
in  April,  1851,  when  there  were  only  five  families  here,  had  no  equal  in  setting  forth  the 
glorious  prospects  of  the  "  Gateway  City."  He  was  a  valuable  friend  of  La  Crosse,  as  he  was 
everlastingly  engaged  in  business  enterprises  of  varioas  kinds,  and  inspired  all  who  came  in  con- 
tact with  him  with  hope  and  courage,  and  was  determined  this  should  be  a  great  railroad  center 
and  commercial  metropolis.  Lieut.  Gov.  Timothy  Burns,  Judge  George  Gale,  Col.  C.  A. 
Stevens,  Deacon  S.  T.  Smith,  Revs.  J.  C.  Sberwin  and  W.  H.  Card,  were  among  the  vigorons 
starters  of  La  Crosse.  With  the  incoming  of  such  elements  for  building  up  society  and  business, 
it  is  not  surprising  the  rapid  progress  of  settlement  in  La  Crosse  during  the  years  1852-53-54, 
should  have  ushered  into  existence  newspaper  improvements  in  keeping  with  the  growing  resources 
and  demands  of  an  ambitious  »nd  progressive  oommanity.  The  iia  Croaso  Democrat,  although 
lacking  the  support  received  by  its  successors,  was  an  improvement  upon  its  predecessor  :  but 
It  was  not  a  bonanza  for  its  owners,  who,  after  a  year  of  unprohtable  experience  in  journalism, 
gladly  retired  from  the  &Ad  of  newspaper  strife  eaiiy  in  1854,  after  doing  valiant  service  for 
the  Democratic  party,  and  making  Ln  Oroese  favorably  known  throughout  the  country. 

A  perusal  of  the  issues  of  this  paper,  during  the  year  of  its  publication — 1853-54 — by 
Hewrs.  Stevens  &  Rogers,  leaves  a  favorable  impression  of  its  ability  and  usefulness.  Let  us 
^ance  at  stnne  of  its  contents.    Hwe  is  a  choice  item : 

M  lURiKo  —In  this  idllai*,  Juljr  21, 185S,  bj  Ktv.  W.  H.  Owd,  Mr.  Mom  Aadenoa  M  MIh  Jaa*  Halvwrn, 

teth  of  1.1  iVcmip 

TlUBKK  TiuKvtw.  —  From  aa  article  a  c  luiiiii  nn  1  a  hiilf  \on'i.  in  ritply  u>  one  from  the  Minnftolian,  llie  Ihmo- 
<r«l  Mems  to  have  liemi  i'ltTorahle  I"  th«  limber  tliieTe-i,  ami  cjimjc^  lli-  ri'imrt  of  ('i»jit.  Hittes,  Uniled  St  »te*  Siiperin- 
Indent  of  Public  l.anJ.f  for  Wisconsin,  to  ihc  «?ff«cl  that  "ilie  iniiTivsi.i  of  the  whole  Northwest  were  so  intiimuely 
Umded  with  the  lunthcr  inlerMls,  that  to  enforce,  to  the  full  extent,  bis  authority  ami  the  prCMOt  lawa,  aooordiag  to 
th«  ol<l  construction  of  them,  would  ruin  hundreds  of  our  beat  and  most  enterprising  ciiitene,  muddoalroy,  in  wmnj 
iuunces,  ihe  growth  of  oar  most  floarisbing  aettlemeau — aound,  judioiotu  aad  disoroot." 

RAiLROAit. — Levi  Bitraoll.  Seereiarj  of  iIm  La  Croaae  &  Milwaaket  Ballroad  Oanprny,  under  date  of  Milwau- 
kco.  Jalj  7.  1868,  sslM  ta  tke  secon  i  inmaUoMat  of  15  p«r abaro  from  tlie  atwritboMon,  m.  Judgo  Galo  was  alao 
auoQiieod  to  oaoTaaa  iho  nppor  eountry  for  oioek  tnljonlptiont. 

Mail  Staoi. — Announcement  was  made  in  issue  of  August  23,  1853,  that  Messra.  Pariah  &  Heart,  havo  the 
contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Croise  an<l  Baraboo,  via  Sparta,  once  a  week  each  way  ;  and  that  thoy  will 
run  a  good  coTcred  w:i|i:i>n  on  ihii  roiile  for  the  a"i':imniadaUoo  of  pMMn(Oro,  with  ttaigia  (wiOoa  WOOk  bOtWOOB  BOT- 
aboo  un<l  Madi.ton,  :ui<l  liciwctMi  B;kral>oo  and  I'ortaf^e. 

Only  a  few  of  the  eleven  columns  of  advertisers  are  now  alive  and  doing  business  in  La 
Crosse.  Let  us  look  at  them.  At  the  head  of  tlu>  tirst  column  on  first  page,  stands  the  card, 
and  on  the  fourth  pa<^e  stan<l-i  the  advertisement,  of  the  oldest  tlruggisl  in  La  Crosse,  and  in  the 
Northwest,  our  genial  and  excellent  townsman,  George  Howard,  on  Front  street,  and  here  also, 
IS  we  live,  are  the  advertisements  and  cards  of  oar  popular  and  saccessfiil  City  Treasarer, 
George  Scharpf.  as  draper  and  tailor,  on  Front  street ;  M.  M.  Manville,  as  wholesale  and  retail 
dealer  in  stoves,  tinware,  etc.,  on  Front  street;  Howard  Cramer,  Attorney,  Counselor  and  So- 
licitor, and  General  Land  Agent,  Black  River  Falls,  Jackson  Coanty,  Wis.;  W.  W.  Ustick, 
dealer  in  furniture,  stoves,  groceries,  saws,  etc.,  on  Front  street;  T.  C.  Fuhr,  stoves,  etc..  on 
Front  street ;  .John  M.  Levy,  forwarding,  storage  and  commission  merchant,  and  wholesale  and 
reuil  dealer  in  pork,  dour,  grain,  liquors,  provisions,  <lry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  hard- 
ware^ crockery,  stoneware,  eto.|  etc.,  on  Front  streeti  opposite  his  wharf'boat;  S.  T.  Smith  & 


Digitized  by  Google 


528 


IflSTOBY  OF  LACBOSSE  COUNTY. 


Co.,  wholesale  commissioD  and  forwarding  merchants,  No.  3,  Front  street;  N.  Hintzen,  gro- 
oeri«B,  provhions,  eto..  Front  street;  F.  M.  Rablee  k  Co.,  two  columns  of  snDouncement^ of 
city  goods,  groceries,  crockery,  boots  and  shoes,  etc..  etc.,  Nr».  2  Front  street:  C.  C.  Wx^h- 
bnni  and  C.  Woodman,  attorneys  at  law  and  land  agents  (offering  to  locate  lauds  on  credit;, 
Mineral  Point,  Wis.;  and  notice  of  United  States  Land  Offiee  safe,  over  the  names  of  Cym 
K.  Lord,  Register,  and  Theodore  Rodolf,  Receiver. 

The  year  1854  brought  new  and  greater  demands  upon  the  press  of  La  Crosse.  After  the 
La  Crosse  Democrat  was  discontinued  by  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Rogers,  in  the  early  part  ot  18.!>4, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  publication  of  two  new8paf>er8  instead  of  one.  For  the  greater 
part  of  ihe  previiiu'i  vi  ;ir,  the  Drmocraf  IkhI  to  perform  double  service;  as,  besides  pleiidmg  the 
eaase  of  the  Democracy  under  the  editorship  of  Col.  Stevens,  a  portion  of  every  issue  was  at 
the  disposal  of  Samnel  D.  Hastings  (then  a  resident  of  La  Crosse,  subsequently  State  Treasoier 
tnm  lo58  to  1866  inclusive,  and  now  a  citizcti  of  Madison,  Wis.),  for  the  advocacy  of  Tern* 
perance,  and  a  mild  sort  of  anti-slavery  Republicanism.  Each  of  the  two  parties  nee  id  sn 
outspoken  and  reliable  party  organ.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  United  State-s  Land  Offices  and 
prominent  members  of  the  I>emoeratic  party, 

THK  "  r,A  CR0.>J.'5E  NATIONAL  DEMOCRAT," 

owned,  edited  and  published  by  Col.  Theodore  Rodolf  and  Judge  Cyrus  K.  Lord  (Receiver  and 
Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office),  commenced  July  6,  1854. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  lS'y\,  Mr.  Fred  .\.  Moore  bought  Col.  Rodolf 8  intStestUl  the 
National  Democrat and  Dr.  A.  P.  lilakeslee  bought  Judge  Lord's  half  of  the  concern  on  De- 
cember 12,  1855,  after  which,  until  the  sale  of  his  interest  to  .Mr.  C.  P.  Sykes,  November  10, 
1859,  Dr.  Blakeslee  was  managing  editor,  and  praotically  the  sole  publisher,  as  Mr.  Moore  contrib- 
uted to  the  local  department  of  the  paper  at  ple.isiire,  and  left  the  Doctor  in  undisputed  cnntn  l. 
Dr.  Blakeslee  was  a  sharp  and  pungent  writer,  a  vigorous  speaker,  a  great  reader,  a  keen  observer, 
and  a  terrible  adversary,  lie  followed  the  political  fortunes  of  that  portion  of  the  Demoen^ 
that  recognized  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  as  leader.  When  stormy  campaigns  were  in  progress,  tw 
National  Democrat  yni?^  '*  a  scorcher,"  and  it  was  no  cliiid's  play  to  encounter  the  vigoroas 
Doctor's  trenchant  pen,  or  withering  speech.  lie  could  both  write  and  talk,  and  any  adversary 
who  incurred  his  displeasure,  felt  admonished  that  the  day  of  awful  reckoning  had  surely  ooae. 
Tlinse  who  remember  Mr.  Moore's  peculiar  style  of  journalism  will  not  need  to  be  reminJel 
that  local  items  were  his  jewels.  lie  cared  little  or  nothing  about  politics;  but  delighted  in 
**  happening  around  "  when  least  expected,  to  seize  upon  occurrences  and  incidents  which  wonld 
bo  aired,  sometimes  to  the  deep  chagrin  of  persons  who  little  thought  he  would  dare  to  publiiili 
the  particulars  of  affairs  that  they  considered  strictly  and  sacredly  private,  but  which  he  re- 
garded as  ''legal  tender  "  and  public  property. 

THB  LA  0R08SB  "  niDEPBlTDBNT  REPUBLICAN/* 

This  paper,  edited  and  published  by  Mr.  William  C.  Rogers,  commenced  August  16. 1854. 
It  was  a  thirty-two  column  weekly  newspaper,  neatly  printed,  with  new  materials,  in  the  be«t 
style  of  the  printer's  art,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  newspaper  of  its  size  and  resources 
at  the  present  day.  The  mechanical  execution  of  the  Independtnt  EepuUieetn  was  perfect.  The 
local  department  of  the  paper  was  fairly  and  fully  worked  up.  The  general  news  and  literarv 
miscellany  received  merited  attention  ;  but  the  editorials  of  the  Indejiemh-nt  Rt-puhUcan  lacked 
the  vim,  clearness  and  force  which  characterized  the  pointed  and  pungent  proiluctions  of  the 
editor  of  the  National  Democrat.  It  was,  however,  customary  in  those  days  to  enlist  in  editorial 
.service  siicli  persons  ;is  felt  inspired  to  instruct  the  pcojile  in  regard  to  political  and  local  affair? : 
and  thus  butii  papers,  although  somewhat  lacking  symmetry  of  purpose,  contrived  to  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,"  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  more  tinn  the  truth.  At  any  rate,  it  is  sife 
to  say,  diej  maintained  the  freedom  of  the  press  without  mental  reservation.   Mr.  Bog»' 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


HI8T0BY  OF  LA  CBOSSE  COUNTY.  529 

health  was  not  robust.  He  was  a  practical  printer,  »  shrewd  politician  and  a  straight  Whig 
Republican  ;  but  he  was  a  qaiet  and  unpretentious  man,  and  tiiri  not  attempt  to  splurge  in  his 
writings  or  buainess.  He  had  in  his  office,  as  foreman  and  assistant  for  several  years,  a  noted 
charactWf  who  would  attract  the  attention  of  any  multitude  at  a  horse  fair,  ward  caucus  or 
world's  convention.  The  older  residents  of  La  Crosse,  who  were  here  from  1855  to  1860,  will 
just  lay  down  on  the  grass,  or  carpets,  or  floor,  and  roll  over  with  contagious  laughter  at  the 
Dsntioii  of  **  Got.  Seward's  friend,*'  Mr.  Nomum  Bsstnieii,  he  with  the  nit  nose  end  slit  lip. 

PREBS  ITEMS — 18r)4  TO  1S60. 

Many  of  the  occurrences  of  the  six  years  from  1854  to  1859  inclusive,  as  related  by  the 
La  Crosse  National  Democrat  and  the  La  Crosse  Independent  Reptihlican,  both  issued  weekly 
by  tlie  [jcrsons  named,  were  and  are  of  great  interset;  and  a  pemsal  of  some  of  the  items 
glpain  il  from  the  columns  of  tliose  enterprising  papers  will,  even  now,  after  a  qiiartcr  of  a  cen- 
tury, repay  the  reader  for  his  time,  and  serve  tu  give  him  a  better  and  fresher  view  of  La  Crosse 
doings  "  than  can  othorwise  be  obtained.  Let  us  glance  at  some  of  these  gleanings  as  interest- 
ing reminiscences  of  the  six  years  preceding  the  introduction  of  daily  journalism  in  La  Crosse : 

1864.  Ob  Um  ISUi  of  August,  "tha  asw  partj,"  cullod  the  Bapubllflaa  partj,  was  «rgsaiasd  in  a  eaoTwtion 
•r  Aati^Slavmy  dtiiau  of  W laeoBBiii,  held  is  MudiwB. 

Wliil*  Col.  J.  8.  SimontoD  and  Mr.  Chvlw  Alter  wer«  taking  reAi(^  tnm  a  thnndsr  Btorm,  the  houM  of  Mr. 
5«lg!e,  a  coaple  of  miles  ea«t  of  the  oitj.  in  which  thej  were  sitting,  was  struck  bj  lightning,  whleh  «ma  down  tbo 
chfaDneT.  I  an  down  the  out^'ide  of  VxA.  Siinntii^on'a  (loiihle-harrelad  gua,  broka  Um  tlook  to  piooM,  and  kUlod  hiS  dog 
which  laid  at  his  feet,  without  injuring  utiy  perjion  in  the  Louse. 

The  (liileiiR  .S:  Minneiota  I'licket  (Company  adveriiseil  steamers  .Vominee,  Cftpt.  Lodwick;  Wur  Eagle,  Cipt.  ir«r- 
n« :  Galena,  Capt.  Morehouse ;  and  Ro^al  Arch,  Capi.  Qlenn ;  for  which  the  popular  old  Galena  firm  of  Ueojamin 
H  Ciiiipbdl  A  tio.  wora  agoula.  Many  dtiseas  of  tho  Northwott  «uu  oortuy  thoy  won  poasongan  «i  oaa  of  tliooo 
sinuiiers. 

August  23.    "Tbe  livery  stable  of  Peter  Bums  has  lately  parsed  into  the  hands  of  W.  T.  PrioO,"  wlloadTer> 
tlMd  ftnt  tri-w«ekl7,  ond  aftorward  dailj  otagoo,  botwoea  Blaak  Bivor  Falls  and  Prairio  La  CrooM. 
"  Wa  b«ar  of  soaio  hitoetloB  of  patting  oa  astaan  fkmr  boat." 
"  Mr.  WnUan  MoOonnell  has  been  running  this  Ibnry  dnriDg  tho  summer." 

"  We  waat  some  eatorprising  man  of  capiul  to  start  a  lumber  jard.  Sueh  aa  establishmeat  would  do  well." 

July  tf9.    W.  W.  U»iick  and  .Mons  .Vnderson  fomip  1  n  co  partnership. 

August  '27.  Samuel  I).  I{a.<)ting<ji  and  George  Ilowai  l  admitted  into  their  firm  Mr.  ilorall  H.  Qrigg,  of  Phila- 
ddphia. 

F.  I*.  Itradish  .idTcrii.Hr"  liuntM  ami  shoes  of  his  own  manufacture. 

The  (;:iii-u>i  li  ivrriiM,  r  A  I!  I >  > v i ^< .  m itnofiMUirar  Bad  wholeoalo doslsr  iu  ooafbotloBtcy, has ki» adrortisoaieat 

in  the  \m  Crosse  papers  Mince  early  in  l.**r>2. 

From  the  Galena  Oaz'tte  comes  the  annnuncement  that  a  large  nntnher  of  lea>ling  citizens  of  Rock  dt.,  Wis., 
had  recently  made  a  cill  on  C.  C.  Washburn,  Eiq.,  of  Mineral  Point,  Wi!<.,  to  became  the  Republican  candidate  for 
CoBgrsM. 

Soptomber  17.   Married,  bj  Rev.  J.  G.  Sberwia,  Mr.  Walter  Brown  aad  Miss  Abbj  Wbitaar. 

Beptenbor  20.  C.  C.  Wasbbaro,  of  Mtaeral  Point,  wss  aaaooneed  as  tbe  Republioao  eandidata  for  Ooagrois, 

agSlaat  Dr.  Otb  Hojt,  of  Hudson,  the  Democratic  candidate. 

"The  sale  of  United  States  lands,  which  commenoed  Monday,  September  18,  brought  to  our  vtllagtalaiso 

aaatber  of  iIpwo  interested  in  the  Iuui'h  t  t  ii><iness." 

"Our  friend,  Mr.  McConnell.  arriM'  !  Uist  Thursday  with  thesieum  ferry-boat." 

The  adTeniseriienl  of  Smiib,  ("Hnr.in  s:  c.    ;ii  thf  si  .iu'  ^inrr.  ucciiriie-'  the  entire  fourth  pufce  of  the  paper. 

Several  colurnni  of  li  illi  inipcrt^  iirc  dovolod  to  rcpiirl*  of  Kepiiblioin  niid  Dptiiocrsilic  meetintr'*  held  in  La 
Crosse  on  eveniui.'^  'it  Septeiuhfi  lin,  'Jl  and  22,  during  the  attendance  of  nurnirnis  <  r  iIell•^  at  the  Uiiitri  S-  iit'.i  land 
talcs.  Milton  Harlow  presided  over  tho  Ucpublican  meeting,  which  wsi«  addresiseU  mainly  by  C.  C.  Washburn.  Ed- 
win Flint  presided  over  the  Democratic  meeting,  which  was  addressed  by  Cyrus  K.  Loid.  It  woold  ooen  that  tbe 
Demoeratio  part/  at  that  tine  was  divided  on  the  Slarory  aad  AoU-SlaToiy  eztendon  question. 

Octobar  4.  *4Tho  staamer  War  Bsrio  laadad  at  oar  laroo  faMt  otoaiag  orar  ^tj  paoseagefs,  SMSlty  new 
■stdm." 

"Tba  tot  arrival  of  prolueo  ftoin  the  valloj  of  Boot  Riror,  Minneoota  Tsrritorj,  was  brougbt  dowa  that  river 
ia  a  ioow«boat  aad  landed  at  our  lereo  oa  Moada/  oreolng  last.  It  eonalstod  of  qnlte  a  largo  quaatttj  of  potatoes, 
sad  a  better  artide  we  have  not  seen." 

Here  is  an  item  that  will  make  ^e  ejes  of  a  Uinnesotian  of  1881  stick  oat  with  as- 
tonishment : 

OoUiber  4, 1864, "  Tbe  MputmUan  earn  tbat  the  wheat  orop  of  that  Territoijr  for  tho  pisosnt  jsar  is  ealimated 
at  ftse  kmini  tkMtmd  hiM$,"  In  1880  It  asosoded  fbrlj  atllUaas  of  bashsls. 
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"It  ii  the  wonder  and  surprise  of  all  strangers  who  visU  La  Crowe  to  see  the  immense  business  done  herr." 

"  We  are  pleRse<l  to  learn  that  the  route  for  a  good  wagon-road  is  being  '  hlmed  '  and  staked  out  from  opp<><i;e 
La  Crosse  toward  the  •  IJig  Bend  '  of  St.  I'eter,  of  Minnesota  Rirer.  The  route  is  thronging  with  emigraoie,  vni 
our  Steam  ferrj  is  crowded." 

"The  Hteamer  Nominee,  on  her  upward  trip,  when  about  sixteen  miles  below  La  Crosse,  was  sunk,  on  Thorsdaj 
aoming.    The  War  Ktgle  brought  up  her  passengers." 

Ootober  11.  The  E^pmUieiui  office,  which  had  been  on  the  weet  side  of  Third  street,  between  Main  and  Suta, 
nmtmd  Into  Ik*  Mooad  ttorj  of  the  stone  store,  at  foot  of  Main  street. 

*' TIm  HUUHUMBnt  ia madt  of  tbo  low  of  the  atounship  Aratie,  with  ibor  huadiwl  Utoo,  in  tho  aidii  of  kdcHe 
fbg  off  Gap*  1U«e.  on  27th  Sefrtmnbor,  boand  fbr  Uwrpool. 

"The  steamer  Galena  landed  about  seventj  passengers  at  La  ProRse,  and  the  Royal  Arch  about  thirty  more. 
BuHiness  continues  good  here,  and  immigration  is  on  the  increa.>ie.  The  hontn  come  up  the  river  crowded  with  pas- 
sengers, and  Ln  i'ro^«e  gets  her  Hhnrr  Kverj  house  is  rented,  >inil  more  wnnted.  Shanties  angolafvpto  rirthv 
new-comers,  and  immigrants  from  across  theoountrj  live  in  their  wagons  and  put  up  tents." 

Tho  iVSifiMMl  Dmaan»  aajgi  WMhhttcn  g»vo  thn  «ditor  «r  Um  /nrf^pMtel  JgywWfsan  $4a  lUa  mo  Koi4r 
denied. 

October  18  "  At  the  close  of  the  recent  term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  held  in  thiw  village,  Milton  Barlow,  It^., 
was  admUtcd  as  »a  •ttonetr.  are  forma,  and  last  Saturday  evening  ha  did  tha  fair  thing  in  (ha  of  an  oyMr 
suppar,  at  tha  Naw  Englaad  Hooae,  to  the  menben  of  the  bar  of  La  Croaw  Ooun^.** 

October  26.  '*Our  flciand,  Col.  Bodolf,  Keceiverof  the  United  States  Land  OiEoeat  thia  plafla,r«tnrB«d  horn 
as  Sunday  evening  last,  tnm  an  electioneering  trip  to  the  southern  part  of  the  district.  Ha  aada  Mvaval  ■paeehw 
daring  his  absence." 

November  1.  *'  We  have  at  last  an  organized  fire  department  iu  Ia  Crusse.  The  neces«ar;  stepa  are  to  be  takea 
to  procure  an  engioa;  aad  in  tha  naantiBa  a  oigblpwatoh  has  bam  aatabUihad  to  gnaid  tfainit  fam,  hm^Mn,M^ 

A.  good  move." 

"Some  of  our  roerchant.i  have  suggeMied  the  Idea  af  artaWaMaf  a  Boaid  of  Trade  at  thia  plaea.  Tha  theoght 
ia  ao  azoellent  one,  and  ought  to  be  carrier]  out." 

"Thahriek  schoolhooaa  (naw  the  First  Ward)  is  oomplatad." 
"CMcay  and  Oalaaa  ara  now  united  by  railway." 

Navanhar  8.  **  Blaeiion  ovar— Waahbom  olaatad  to  Oongroia." 
December  6.    "A  weelt  or  two  ago  an  exeitemant  was  manifested  among  some  of  onr  citizens,  owing  la  the 
rumor  that  an  attempt  would  b«  made  to  remove  tha  oounly  aoat.   The  County  Board  stood  five  for  removal  aad  oat 
andnat  it.  Tha  plaaa  aalaotad  waa  Pklmar'a  MiUs,  in  Naahonoa."  Tha  nation  af  tha  Board  «aa  dafeaiad  iqr  epiinii 
of  statute. 

1 1  iiiis  been  suggested  lo  va  by  aooM  of  onr  promlaant  aitiaana.  that  atapa  ba  taken  to  aeeora  tnr  La  Ckaaaa 

city  charter,  ■  etc.,  etc. 

December  20.  Under  tlie  heading  of  "  Ia  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  Railroad,"  the  Milwaukee  5«nrinW  "editorial 
announcement  waa  republished,  that  Meaats.  Cooke  6.  Shorosan,  oontnotora,  bad  oomplatad  tha  fiitt  eighleoaBUas 
of  that  railroad  from  Milwaukee  to  OeroMntown,  and  had  dona  twa-thfardt  of  thagnding  between  that  point  aad 
Hoitoon."  I«ok  af  flinda  hindered  ila  ptogress. 

Conaidaralila  apaoa  ia  devoted  to  the  county  seat  and  vtllaga^ehool  queatiow  about  theae  days. 

Alexander  McMillan  advertises  new  livery-stable. 

December  27.    The  marriage,  on  December  24,  of  M.  M.  Manville  and  Miss  Helen  A  Wood  is  announced. 

The  population  of  La  Crosse  i.-?  eHiirnated  by  .ludge  ('.  K.  Lord  at  ahout  one  thousan  l  ynTson-*. 

.Innuury  ;i,  18.'ir).    Here  is  a  report  of  the  second  annual  celebi-ation  of  the  "l)dd  Felluws,  on  .Sew  Vear'."  Day 
and  Evening,  with  iiddresses,  in  the  Methodist  Church,  by  PhnI  (irnnd  Dr.  Dugald  D.  Oam«ron,  and  D.  D  Gran  t 
Master  Col.  Theodore  Rodolf    Qeand  procession  of  Odd  Fellows,  aooompaoi^  by  their  ladiee,  to  the  Talmadg* 
House  (southeast  ooHMr  Third  and  8UM  iiraata),  where  two  hundrad  gnMN*  had  •  baaqnat  la  tha  nflamaan,  aad  a 
ball  in  the  evenings 

fha  eash  anmaa  fbr  United  Statea  landa,  dwlag  the  peat  ibor  nMkntha  In  Ln  Creaaa,  eneeedad  two  koadrad  end 
iilj  thonaand  aom. 

The  hMllea  of  the  Congregational  Churoh  and  society  have  organised  a  aeriao  af  aooiablea  to  enllivnte  aoqnaiat* 

anoa,  and  to  assist  in  buililing  a  hou.ae  of  worship." 

January.  10.    "  Wliut  Un^  lM><Miiie  uf  the  city  charter?" 

"  y\i)^t  (jf  our  lumhoniicii  lire  liiyiiij:  on  their  oars  a.n  yet,  waiting  for  snow.'" 

"The  La  Crosse  Lyceum  was  orgniiizpii,  pursuant  lo  a  public  call  of  the  citizens,  St  the  Court  Houae.  by  ibf 
election  of  the  following  officers  :  Fret!  A.  .Moore.  Tresident ;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  Vice  President ;  Dr.  D.  D.  i'*a>t- 
roa,  Secretary  ;  Jeorge  Farniun,  Treasurer  ;  and  Messrs.  Theodore  Kodolf,  Charles  G.  llanscome  and  Dugald  I). 
Oameron,  Executive  Committee.  After  discussing  the  war  between  Prussia  and  ths  allied  powers,  the  Tyociun 
ordered  n  short  leotnra  before  each  debate;  aad  the  first  debate  oeenrred  on  tha  queetioa  aa  to  ain^  blasssiiaws 
being  Bora  aoadndva  to  happiness  ibaa  the  aeoia  Batrimaalal,  witk  Staphoa  Hartiadala  aad  Jaaaa  I.  lyaie 
Bf^aat  SamnsI  D.  Hastings  and  charlee  0.  Haaaoome  as  diapotanta." 

•*  Postmaater  H.  K.  Hubbard  arrived  kome  on  Saturday  firom  the  eaatem  part  of  tka  Stale,  nad  has  aad* 
srntngeraents  to  get  the  Eastern  mail  sent  to  In  Crssae  vin  Bniboa,  and  Iina  written  to  Waokingtan  ta  gat  iMrsassd 

niiiil  .'•ervice,  with  mails  twice  a  week." 

The  report  of  William  K.  Sill.  CbiL-f  Eiigitict  r  to  the  rrcMidoiit  and  liireriors  of  the  La  Crosse  .s.  Milwtukfr 
itailroad  Company  is  published,  reporting  progreas,  and  recommending  tho  completion  of  the  road  to  the  Mississippi 

Jit  ^JPOW^a 


Digitized  by  Google 


H18T0UY  OF  I.A  CUOSSK  COl'NTY.  581 

Soow  has  ravitrtd  btuinM*.  Theatom  eootinued  Uirae  dajt.   About  tisiaM  iaehM  of  snow  in  tli«  w«od«." 
Februarj  14.  RotiM  of  »  mMtiag  of  th»  BniUiiig  AwoaiMtoaof  tk«  FimGMigrMitioiMl  Ohoroh  mmI  Bodilar 

ilknMijM.  ••▲aUMvialkaspaiwdtlM  WiaoMwiB  AflMDblytafhTorof  » ndl iwt* ft«n  Foftafw  Oliv  to 
UChoan." 

A  BMnoriftl  for  %  mftll  route  botwooa  Lb  Croaoo  and  Sprin^ville  boA  passed. 

M«rch  "Jl.  The  Minnesota  Legieltture,  throiigli  the  exeriionfl  nf  Hon.  Clark  W.  Thomp^iin,  AHscroblynmii  from 
Ibo  Southeastern  District  of  MinnesotA.  and  Col.  T.  B.  StuildarJ,  of  La  Crease,  chartered  the  "  Kout  tiivcr  iV. 
SMthern  MinnesotA  Railroad  CompAuy  " 

Its  importADce  and  value  are  ftet  forth  in  an  artiale  a  columa  uid  ft  half  ia  length  over  the  signature  of  which 
WMCoI.  Stoddard's  usual  sign  iintnuitl  in  the  uewapafMn. 

April  4.    "The  ice  depar(e<i  on  (he  2d  inst." 
A  boat  up.    The  War  Eagle.  Capt.  Harris,  arrived  Thondaj  moraiag,  orowtled  with  pOMOngOio  and  flNi|^t. 
Ao  addition  of  nearlj  one  handred  to  our  popolalton." 

•  The  Galena  Packet  Onoipoay  ho  booglht  tho  otouior  MiaaMotA  Btllo,  to  bo  fu  botwow  (Mm  tad  84.  Flutlt 
if  Omi.  p.  Ledwiok.'^ 

Tho  Ann  of  Celiok  A  AndoB  io  dteMlvod. 

April  11.  "  Tho  oteomer  Oaleiia  oame  up  on  Sunday  orowded  with  passengers.  Tho  Wor  B^|lo  >lM  on  TM*> 
d^.    A  larce  number  made  La  Crosae  their  stoppinfr  place.    La  Crosse  g^  her  share." 

April  "One  hiimireil  homes  wanted  in  l,si  Crosse  to  supply  the  denoild." 

"Ciipt.  McCounell  sohl  hi"  imprest  in  the  ferry  hdit  loCnpi  Bales." 

'•  La  Crosse  .\cadetny  in  oiier  uinn  utidiT  direction  of  Prof.  S  .).  Fowler," 

April  2').   "  The  tide  of  iiuiiiigrjuion  in  (his  upper  country  this  season  exoeeda  all  ezpeotationa." 

May  30.  ■■  George  Hoirard.  formerly  of  the  firm  of  S.  D.  Haod8|B  A  Go.,  hoo  |0M  ioto  tho  drug  ud  gfOOOTJ 
business  with  Mr.  R.  U.  Elliott,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town." 

June  18.  ArrangemoMO  Ond  programme  announced  for  celebration  of  July  4,  irith  Samuel  D.  HaAtingoM 
Pmidoat;  aovorol  faotlonioii  OBoratom;  Joho  M.  imr,  ao  Marahal;  Molvillo  Q.  UaaaaoMb  ao  Roador  i  and  a  lafgo 
oaoudllao  of  oitiaoaa,  with  Dr.  Ducold  D.  Oanoroa  ao  Ohoimaa. 

Ob  tho  8th  iaotaat  Bar.  J.  a  Bhorvia  aiarrlad  Ur.  TmmA  L.  daric  aad  lUaa  Martha  Kiaihan.  ai  tho  raldoaoo 
of  Joha  tjiark,  la  Onalaaka. 

<•  Mr.  A.  W.  Sbepard  io  building  a  stone  hoaio  oa  hi*  lolO  Ooath  of  tho  Hothodiat  ohaioh." 

Jane  27.    •■  A  hanil  of  music  is  organized." 

July  11.  The  cclfhrati jn  of  the  4th  was  a  grand  succes-s.  Speeches  were  mide  Viy  Dr.  A.  P.  Hlalraaloilj  Mr. 
Samuel  li.  Hastings,  Col.  Rodolf,  Measrs.  S.  Martindale,  A.  W.  Peitibone,  M.  0.  Hansoome,  8.  T.  Smith. 

Moo.  Charloa  Boaaor,  Uaitod  Stataa  floaator  of  Maiaaohaaatta,  paatad  aptho  riror  laat  wook  ia  the  paokat  Olj 

Belle. 

July  18.  The  Initiatory  stepo  for  a  more  eomploto  0iiipiiiz4tion  of  the  Root  River  &  Southern  Minnesota  Ki^l* 
road  Company,  occurred  at  a  moetiag  on  July  4,  of  tho  oorponUora  in  Hokah,  Minn.,  by  the  election  of  three  oooi* 
■iiaionera  to  open  atook.booka  on  the  lat  Monday  ia  Oatohw,  I6b6. 

Jaly  26.  Bomo  1866  cenana  itoaio  abont  Mlaaooota,  woro  paUiohod,  flrom  whieh  it  qppoan  St.  Paal  had  a  pop- 
ahrtioa  of  4,744;  St.  Anthony,  2,600;  Winona  Oaanty  8,426;  Hoaatoa  Oonnty  2,616. 

Tho  Torriloiy  of  Minnesota  has  from  46,000  to  60,000  iahabitanU. 

Augoat  1.  The  Directors  of  the  La  Crosse  &  Milwatdtoa  Bailroad  Company  advertised  for  pioposals  for  bnlld- 
in;  -ho  road  to  the  Wisconsin  River,  sixteen  milea  wiat  of  Plortogo  dij.  aad  abont  oigh9  nilat  flma  La  CrOMO ;  bat 

•ccepied  bid  only  for  construction  to  Beaver  Dam. 
Peter  Cameron  died  July  30,  185.5.  aged  46. 

.\ugast  8,  The  lumbermen  of  Black  River  have  had  a  good  run.  and  will  get  out  about  40,0(K),0(X»  feet  of  logs. 
bMide  the  lumber. 

Auguat  16.  "  Messrs.  Cramer,  Gioton  &  Co.,  are  about  to  commence  (he  banking  business  on  the  northwest 
OOtnorof  Main  and  Front  atreets." 

Auguat  22.  Obiluaiy  aoUoea  of  Sarah  Maria,  wife  of  William  W.  Groaby.  She  was  inatonlly  liillod  by  light* 
Biag  on  Angnat  16,  at  thair  dwelling,  eoraar  of  TUxd  and  Pino  atrocto.  Tho  UllUalag  alao  atniok  tho  waniionao  of 
John  M.  Levy,  aa  Front  atroot. 

Septembor  10.  A  Boj  Loot. — 8oa  of  ntakin  Barlow,  aged  nine  yean.  Twenty  or  thirty  citisena  go  ia 
aMieh. 

The  boy  found  dead  on  the  Mhore  of  "  Prairie  Island,"  where  Mormon  Creek  empties  into  the  Big  Slough, 
abont  elgiii  tiiiu-.i  fnjm  town.   The  mart-  on  wiiicii  iiie  boy  rodo^  oad  iIm  oolt,  owaoi a^Mvo,  loaviag  tho  bqf  to  lake 

abelter  under  li  tree,  where  he  perished  durintr  ^  ckM  -t'lrm. 

Oclober'24.     "  Kiill  (o  overflowing — every  bout  leHves  1  izenH  of  p'is.>icti)rir!<     Next  <tpring  look  OOA  ftv  ft  ntth." 

November  14.    "  The  new  Congregational  Church  was  dedicated  laat  week,  Tburaday." 

Dr.  DagoldD.  Omntob  okotod  to  tho  Log^daiifo  Aaaamblj,  rannlngahoad  of  tho  BapaUioaa  Blato  aad  OMnlj 
licketa. 

The  Diatiiet  oaibraeed  tho  Ooaatiea  of  La  Croiao,  Jaokaon,  Moorao,  Tranipoalaaa.  BoOab,  Clark,  Ohippowa  and 

Own. 

Hofoadior  St.  "  Tho  ataaaoti  havo  abont  dooad  thair  tripa  fbr  thia  maaina  " 

WiaoeaolaooBinalbotanpS6S.10O,  of  whieh  La  Croiao  Oaanty  baa  S,IKM;  Bad  Ax.  4.9^^  -.  Buffalo,  882;  Chip* 
pom,  888;  Glaik,  1182 1  Jaokion.  1,096;  Monroo,  2,407;  Ploreo,  1,720;  St.  Croix,  2,040;  Trempealeau,  482.  La 
CionoTiilaco  had  ofw  2,000;  alalmd  2,600. 
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N4»Temb«r  2R.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Root  RiTor  Vallaj  &  Southern  Miaoeoot*  B«Uroftd  Campu/, 
held     Ruahfonl,  Minn.,  on  the  16tb  instant,  Clark  W.  TbMUfMtt  mt  dMMd  Prwidmk;  C  A.  Stewart,  Tie*  FMiU 
<!«■(:  WUliMi  B.  Qeer,  Seonterj.  ud  T.  0.  Twiford,  TreMnrar. 
%        ••Blvar  Mill  op«B,  and  boMiytiranBli^(.  Weathar  is  tM." 

Dr.  A.  P.  Blakatlaa  haa  pordiaaad  Jndf*  Lord's  interest  in  the  JVoiienal  DmMtm, 

December  12.   Maslinf  of  eltiiena  called  at  court  hou.<«e  lo  consider  aboot  a  etly  akaHar. 

L»  Crosse  County  Medical  Societj,  organized  by  thn  clpction  of  Dr.  S.  C.  Johnson,  as  Temporar/  Cbairmaa  ; 
Dr.  Dugald  D.  Camcntn.  Asseiiiblytiian  elect,  an  Tempumry  Secretary;  the  appointment  of  a  committee.  con«i»liBf 
of  Drs.  McCreary,  Blakewli'e,  li  ixii-r,  Cameron  and  Myre,  on  <"(infjiiiuii<)n  and  Hy-lawi ;  iln-  eU-Liiini  of  officers 
as  follows:  Dr.  A.  P.  Blakeslee,  I'resident :  J.  B.  0.  Baxter,  Vice  President;  D.  D.  Cameron.  .Secri-iarv  ;  C. 
Johnson,  Treasurer;  Dr.  D.  D.  Cameron,  Delegate  to  the  .State  Medical  Societj;  Dr.  S.  C.  Johnson,  Delegate  to  tbe 
American  Medical  .\saociation,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  a  oode  of  medical  ethics  and  rate  of  prices, 
oaosisting  of  Dra.  Itaxter,  MoArthur  and  Oimeroa. 

Deoambar  19.  "  A  bear,  wrigUng  400  pounds,  was  lately  kiUad  a  abort  disUnoe  weat  of  hara.  Oaa  waa  killed 
a  few  woaka  sinoa  near  Blaak  Rlvar  Fklls,  weighing  600  pounu." 

A  sensible  article  appeared  under  the  heading  of  "  Female  Phyaicians,"  announcing  that  "  Mrs.  Flaaeji  whoas 
professional  card  appeared,  appears  like  a  lady  of  talent  and  mind,  worthy  the  profession  she  has  nkosaa,  aad  walU 
fitted  for  the  (liM'liiirRC  of  her  dulic't." 

This  esliiimlile  Uiily  i«  now  Mrs.  L<*onar<l  Lottritlge,  of  West  Salera,  Wis. 

December  1'.'.  Winter  ui.iil  nrranjtenient.s  announced:  From  Li  Cro^ne  (o  B>iriibiK>,  Ttiesdaya  aod  Thursday* ; 
to  La  Crosae  from  Barnboo,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays;  from  La  ('ro^^e  to  St.  Paul,  .Sundays  aad  WednesdaTo; 
to  La  Crosse  from  St.  Paul,  Saturdays  and  Tuesdays ;  from  La  Crosse  to  Lansing,  Mondays  and  Fridays;  to  La  Crosse 
from  Laaaiiig,  Suadajs ;  from  Ln  Croase  to  Black  Risar  Falls,  Wadaesdajrs ;  to  La  Croeoa  firoa  Black  Bisar  Pslls, 
flaturdaya 

All  of  whMi  waa  dai;  oarUflad     H.  B.  Hubbard.  Paataiaatar. 

Tba  La  Croaie  ft  Milsravkee  Ktifroad  Engineers  had  reachad  Newport,  on  the  Wlsooarfn  Riser,  eif^hty  mitei 
from  La  Crosse. 

December  *2<i.  About  \'20  ciii/ens  j)]iriii  i|iiitf<i  in  ('hristmas  <'e.<tiviiicH  at  the  Minsissijipi  House,  fonuerly  TJ. 
Biadge  H.iii?<e,  MDiilhca.-it  ooruer  Third  and  Stiilv  Hlreels. 

.Miirriagc  of  Harrey  K.  Muhbiinl,  of  ]ji  Crosse.  ,inii  Miss  Helen  Augusta  Adams,  of  Sparta,  at  the  residence  of 
Haralio  Adams,  in  .Sparta,  on  Chri.xttniiH. 

Carrier's  Address,  lS'>ti.  "  Our  carrier  boy  .Milo  [Milo  T.  I'itkin,  pressman  in  the  Repuhliem  and  Ltader  office, 
and  Lieutenant  of  La  Crosse  Light  Guard,  in  IK*^!].  will  be  arottod  OH  New  Year's  Uaj  with  his  annonl  address,  and 
yau,  who  base  baan  futbfullj  served  with  Uia  RtpnMitam  tba  paat  yaar,  will  gat  your  balsaa  aad  anartata  rtadj." 

Hara  la  tba  nina  Mirring,  indastrioua,  raltabta  aad  IbithAiI  Hllo  3.  Pitkin,  a  raapaatabla  and  raipaolad  atdna, 
aa  axcellent  mechanic,  a  valiant  soldier  and  an  honest  man. 

1856.    .Tanuary  9.    "  Thermometers  indicate  cold  80°  below  aero." 

■  New  Year  s  pn!§»e<i  ]<iea<<Antly  in  La  GroNa.  Evarbodj  aaaoiad  happy.  Hm  ball  at  iha  lilasiadpirf  Baaas  ia 

tba  cveninjf  was  a  jilci^unt  Raihcring." 

.lanuary  1 "  Health  and  ProftresK  of  tlie  Northwest,  .-ind  the  Past  and  Prr><('iii  of  La  <'ro>ise.    were  ably 
forth  by  Uev.  .Inhn  C.  .Sherwin.  the  beloved  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  by  a  review  of  the  previous  jMia. 
in  a  sermon  preached  from  the  text  in  .\cts  xi,  4: 

"  Bat  Pater  n>h««rMNl  tba  mattxr  from  tbo  tMjrlniiinK,  ami  fi|ioiini1<Ml  It  by  ord«r  onto  them." 

His  record  of  deaths  in  La  Crosse  for  l8o'2  was  21,  and  about  8  others  within  ten  miles  af  La  Croase.  Of  llM 
21  deaths  in  La  Crosse  during  1852,  12  occurred  in  July,  when  thera  ware  only  about  500  inhabitants.  The  preva- 
lent sickness  in  all  river  villages  was  attributed  to  low  water.  His  raeoid  for  \%b'A  showed  18  deaths,  viz. :  10  adult* 
and  8  children.  His  record  for  1856  had  27  dcaiha,  of  which  8  war*  caaea  of  anall-pox,  1  drowning.  1  lightning,  I 
apoplexy,  1  lockjaw,  1  by  eiporara  while  lost  in  a  IHghtfkil  atom.  2  by  coafimad  oonatunplion  tndaeed  previcas  w 
arrival  here ;  and  tboa  leaving  17  as  the  number  of  deaths  effected  by  ordinary  causes  in  ayaar,  with  aa  ataisgS 
population  of  2.000  during  the  year  1855,  and  from  2,20<i  to  2,5U0  at  the  end  of  that  year. 

The  weekly  issue  of  the  Indfpfmient  Repufiliean  w;n  siuied  at  .'»28,  and  the  yalmn^i!  /><Di9eraC at  408*  Thsia 
were  erected  in  18r>.)  in  La  Crosse  l7o  buildings.    There  were  904  steamboat  arrivals  in  1866. 

The  Legislature  had  assembled  in  Madiaoo.  Han.  WilUaai  Hall,  than  af  Onwt COiiBtj  saw  of  LaCkavs), 
was  elecied  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 

February  4.  RaT.  J.  C.  Sharwin  nnltad  in  nuunriaga  Mr.  WiUian  A.  Baoaavalt  aad  Mi«  Phaha  Aaa  Oilbtt. 
Barred  them  right, 

March  <6.      La  CrosM  inaorporatad  aa  a  city.   Charter  passed  tlia  LagUatura." 
Haroh  12.  GltUaaa'  aaatiiM  catlad  to  aoniaata  a  dty  ttakat. 

Mareh  19.  CItlfana'  ticket  fs  haailad  br  T.  B.  Stoddard.   Denoaratle  ticket  headed  by  J.  M.  Lavy. 

Miny  ooapUnentary  notices  of  the  popu'ar  .\ssemhlyman  from  the  La  Crosse  District,  Dr.  Cameron,  are  re- 
published :  but  the  following  extract,  from  the  .Madison  Argut  and  Drmoeral' »  report  of  Legi<(l*tiTe  proceeding*,  in- 
dicatea  the  influence  ho  had  in  the  Legislature.  '-The  bill  for  the  relief  of  La  Crossr  ("oatuy,  in  refuni  a  portion  of 
the  tax  money  collected  by  ihe  State  by  mistake,  beinjj;  under  consiilcmtion  for  its  third  rea^ling  in  the  .Vssembly,  » 
debntp  xpning  up,  in  which  Dr.  (':iraeron  ma'lc  a  must  lucid  explanation  of  the  mailer.  Mr.  Ilnnllngttio.  of  Dane, 
wanted  the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tjlaims.  Mr.  Falvey,  of  Racine,  asked  who  introduced  the  biU.  Tba 
answer  informed  tha  Hottsa  that  Dr.  Cameron  had  introduced  it,  when  Mr.  Falvey  said  :  <  Then  I  amsatisfiadtfMbOl 
ia  all  right,  and  am  praparad  to  vota  for  it.'   Tha  motion  te  raftr  waa  loat,  aad  tha  bill  passed— 48  to  7." 

April  t».  Tha  alaetion  roanliad  ia  tha  akatloa  of  Tbonna  B.  Stoddard,  by  aaa  miO<"^ty*  •*  ^  ^"^  ^ 
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LtCroMe.    Hon.  George  Uale  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  oTer  Judge  Knowlloo. 

April  28.    "  Immigrnnt  wagons  begin  to  come  in  aoroH  the  oountry  tUa  aurlj." 
April  30.    The  taUs  h«vo  comeneaMd  roaning  from  the  upper  riven. 

.M«j  14.    The  uetv  sieamer  ■■  Nonhwa  B«lle,"  C«pt.  Lodwick.  flame  up  loaded  with  fMght  aad  paaaengers. 
JoM  4— Th«  p«pen  li«ve  omoii  to  njr  tlNmt  the  aaaanlt  apan  Saaalor  Charlea  SumMr,  of  MaiMoltiMOtti,  in  the 
VtHmA  8iMm  Snait  ObMitwr. 

JoM  S9.  The  Preiidentiat  eampaigo  of  18Mt  ia  open  betWMo  FrMnont  and  BuohaBWH. 

"Meith  La  Crosse,"  is  the  name  ipven  to  a  new  addition  to  this  oitj,  ju^t  north  of  the  Railroad  addition  to  this 

Julj  2.    Hon.  OharlciS.  Henton,  of  MiSwsuktte,  Ims  tu'cn  ii[)pf)inleil  Itcjiister  of  the  IJniled  States  land  office  at 
UGroese 

August  6.    The  .Vugunta  HoiHe  (on  the  present  site  of  the  Intemutionul  Hotel)  is  completed. 

September  17.  Hon.  ('  Washliurn,  haTinjr  been  re-nominateil  for  Congresnnian  of  this  DiMtrict,  Hpoke  at  a 
large  meetingiu  lUrron'a  Hall,  foot  of  M  iin  -ttreet,  with  Congressman  John  AUUon,  of  Pennsylvania.  .Mayor  Stod- 
4ui  presided. 

September  21.  Hon.  Samuel  Crawford  addreaned  »huge  DemoomUo  meeting  in  Barroo'a  Hall.  Barron'a  Hall 
stood  at  the  foot  and  on  the  north  side  of  lUItt  Mfoet.  Ia  CroMM  liM  tttvw  had  M  ploMtot  •  kail  fl>r  pabUo  aiMnu 
hU«  of  «U  kinds  aa  Barron's  HalL 

"  Fhmt  etreat  is  nearl  j  graded  through  the  bustness  part  of  the  town.  The  teams  ar«  now  at  work  on  Seoond 
■brest.'* 

Soplenber  20.    Marriage  of  Harvey  J.  Peck  ami  Carrie  M.  Lawrence,  in  I^a  Crossie,  by  llev.  W.  H.  Card.  Here 
ieaskaiMe  for  another  xilver  we<l<lin);  in  Ism. 

October  1.    Here  i<  William  T.  Price,  rleierfin;r  from  the  Hemoeratic  party,  and  running  for  the  State  Senate 
M  the  llepiiViIicHn  cu-i  li  l  iie  :  niill  a  caii'li'l'iic.    i.i  (  imi^h  and  Monnin  form  one  .V.hsitiiIiIv  Disitrict,  under  a  new  • 
tpponionmeni,  iiirl  the  inuuticyf  of  L*  Cro!«!'e,  Monroe,  (  rawford,  liad  Axe,  Jttckson,  Trempeiiuloau  and  HutTalo  form 
eaeSenaiorial  liiiiri  I 

October  IG.  .In  l^e  ('  K.  Lord  and  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Waukesha,  a^ldressed  a  Demooratio  meeting.  They  were  foU 
lewed  by  Judge  Petiibone,  of  Vermont. 

Oetoher  22.  The  Legialaiure  of  Wlsoooaia  held  an  atUourned  aaaiion  Ibis  joar  tat  now  apporttoomont.  olo. 

Daring  tho  year  1866,  botweon  fenr  and  ito  buadiod  bonsas  onist  hato  boon  oroetod  In  ta  Crosao,  and  now 
•ray  osffpontor  and  mason  is  buay  in  providing  bnlldlnii  fhr  wialor.  Tlie  now  slono  store  at  tbo  Ibot  of  Uaia  strsot 
ii  h^nf  poshed  to  completion. 

Tne  fleet  of  steamers,  owrip.i  ftn  l  openiteil  liv  the  Oalena,  Dunleith  .'t  Minnesota  Packet  Company,  which  brought 
nany  thoimandsi  of  people  inio  the  Ujiper  .Mi-'isnippi  Valley  during  the  vear  lH.')t;,  winch  liiit  been  a  year  of  great 
priiHperity  )ti  the  Northwest,  wbk  compo.se<t  of  ilie  following  steareen;.  wtiicli  will  be  pleasantly  reiiieiiiberod,  wiih  their 
Pfular  ■itbcer*.  by  a  niiiltitude  of  setilers  of  that  raemoral)le  year:  War  KhuIc.  ('apt.  Harris;  (Jiileua,  (.'apt.  K  Lod- 
uick  ;  Northern  Uelle.  Cupi.  I*.  Lodwick;  Golden  Kra,  Capt.  Parker:  La^iy  franklin,  ("apt.  Lucas;  Ocean  Wave, 
Cspi.  Glein  :  City  Belle,  Capu  ChambUn ;  Granite  State,  I  apt.  Ilure;  .-Vl  ham  bra,  Capt.  (iabbert;  Koyal  Arch,  Capt. 
J.  J.  Smith  ;  Greek  SlaTO,  Oipt.  Q«ll. 

October  29.  Tho  aarrojen  havo  staHod  to  mawftj  the  routes  for  the  La  Croase  Hailroad  between  La  Crosse 
and  the  Wiaeonsin  Hirer." 

Chariao  O.  Williaaa,  of  Janoofitio,  and  Dr.  Ouioron.  of  La  Croiso,  addrosaed  •  Bopublioan  iMoting  in  Banon'a 
HaD  on  Saiardaj  avaning.  over  wMoh  Hilton  Barlow  proridod. 

Mr.  Geotga  Howard  was  narriod,  In  Plattorlllo,  Wla.,  Mth  of  Octobor,  18U,  to  Miso  Oandino  Lord,  of  Par- 
•OHdeld.  Mo. 

Bovombor  IS.    "Tbo  La  C^oiao  ft  Milwaakoo  BaUroad  b  noariy  oomplotod  ftam  Milwankoo  to  Fertago 

\  very  biiier  and  severe  polliicnl  ciimpiii^'n  rcsi:;ii"l  in  ilie  election  of  President  James  BiU'lnvniin  ;  tiie  re-elec- 
Uoa  of  Confrres^nian  C.  C.  Washburn  and  Assembiymao  l>.  1>.  Cameron,  and  the  election  of  Wiliiam  T.  Price  aa 
fltate  Senator. 

The  city  of  La  Crosse  cast  iUMf  votes. 

I>ecember  8.    Episcopal  serrico  in  the  court  house. 

TIm  atoamer  BnTOf  arrivod  on  Saturday,  20th  Norombor.  and  atored  her  flroight  hero  for  plaeos  fiirtlMr  north. 
The  oaptain  did  not  doom  H  salb  to  go  up  tlio  ilfiir,  a^  ratmnod.  NoTigation  is  virtually  auapondod.  Tbo  ateamor 
Bssoliita  tctnmod  to  l»  Crosse  fW>m  the  oppw  liw  with  her  iwaionso  load  of  fM^U  Sho  waa  nnablo  to  eoltoot 
her  freight  bill  at  Winoua,  and  returned  to  La  Creese,  where  sho  atoivd  bar  go^  daalgnod  fbr  tho  towna  up 
river.  Her  freight  bills  amounted  to  OTor  18^000,  wbidi  was  adranood  by  oar  oommiadon  morehanta.  Bbo  loft  La 
Citwse  Monday,  1st  of  December. 

\  nieering  of  ciiizen.4  calle<l  t>  «.  >ii^i<I<'t'  i:i>''tiis  t  .  .-ecure  better  mail  facilities.  No  Baatom  mail  lUM  boStt 
r^«ivf.|  here  for  some  time.    Boscobel  is  the  nearest  railroad  station.    Stages  ria  Viroqna. 

I  'ecembor  10.  "  Tho  Nor^dtm  ia  tho  lltlo  of  tho  now  Qorman  paper  wbloh  auido  its  appoaavnoo  In  La  Cnaao 

last  week." 

Good  sleighing — Mississippi  froxe  over. 

Dooember  81.  La  Crosse  has  prospered,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  liberality,  which  form  the  staple  of 
toinl  among  those  who  have  found  homes  here,  has  had  a  new  derelopment  in  erery  department  of  butiness. 

'aanaiT  7,  1857.  "  Tho  sorrioo  on  tho  nmil  ronto  botwoon  this  plaoe  and  Virooua  baa  boon  inoreaaod  to  n 
dsay." 

«*Ths  Baptist  aaoioiy  will  oooap^  tho  ataoo  baaainant  of  thair  naw  buBdlng  on  Sixth  stfoot." 
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"Pmi  ^pyafl  aoeioty  will  o«oap7  ths  «hapel  TMaUd  bj  the  Baptist  Charoh,  od  southeut  corner  of  Com 

iMfS  quantities  of  p^^rk,  marohudiM,  ate.,  pMMd  thnw^  lA.GnMM  itOf,  bottiid  for  it.  Fkal  nad  ttkm 

plMM  on  the  Tpper  Mississippi. 

Febroftrj  11.    The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  ntlltwd  hom  PWtagt  Cl^  to  1*  OrOMt  WH  M  te 

ReUh  Ohamborlain.  to  be  coinpleied  in  October,  IHiig. 

Miircli  11.  Gn-.it  fire  in  La  Crosse.  Sixteen  buildings  burned.  The  New  En^lan  l  House,  northewt  oorsfr 
Main  and  Froni  fftreets,  wtis  <li-!Covere'l  on  fire  Siiturday  evening,  and  the  entire  block  on  the  east  side  of  Front 
■Ireet  (o  Stuie  street  was  consuiiie  l.    Tln'  tmiMiiigM  ou  the  opposite  side  of  Front  street  were  badly  -curched. 

A  fire  companj  bavinii^  rect'ailj  been  organised,  the  Commoa  Coancil  »uthoriMd  S*mu*l  T.  ^mith  aod  John  &. 
Si monton  to  uoeruin  cost  of  a  new  Are  •ogiiM  Mid  met —My  ftf paTtatuiMN,  aad  to  pardMM  if  ooit  dow  not  neeed 
9l,<*00  for  Pioneer  Cooiponjr  No.  1. 

April  8.   E.  D.  OunplMU  WM  dootod  Major  otor  V.  W.  Craobj. 

April  1ft.  MoMfO.  Mnotttoa  ond  Smith  have  retarno't  homo  from  Ohio,  where  they  hoTO  boon  porlMlf  Iff^ 
mBRomOBti  Ibr  tho  orootfoli  ofa  loi^  brick  buildini^  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Front  streets  ia  La  Crwse. 

Another  fire.  Steam,  sawoad  flouring  mill  hciween  Second  street  and  the  river,  north  of  Pine  street,  owaed 
by  White.  Gregory     I>.vpr     Liss  fSO.fXM  ,  insured.  $17, OUO.    The  brick  chimney  stands  in  1881  as  a  monument. 

.\|u'il  '2  '-    t>fMTuiip  of  ttip  iipw  Hti'iie  Ftore. 

C^rs  running  from  Milwaukee  to  Prairie  du  Cbieo. 

April  22.   La  Crosse  hotels  oro  fliU  of  aUTHifon,  ud  boiimM  ohout  Iowa  good  sad  growiog  botlor.  Himj 
tight,  worth  five  per  cent  a  month. 

April  2.1.  The  occasion  of  a  Hdt  to  Lt  Crosse  by  Hon.  Byron  Kilbours,  of  llilwoakoo,  Prcoidont  of  the  Lt 
OrooM  &  Milnroolioo  lUilrood  Gonpaiiy,  woa  aiarliod  hj  an  ovation  to  that  aUo  gentloaioa  fWmi  tho  dtiaeiii  who  as- 
oonMod  in  Bonon'o  Hall,  whoro  tho  aaoombly  wio  oaUod  to  ardor  bj  AaomblynaB  Dr.  Chmonm,  who  aemioaui 
Col.  Thoodoro  Rodolf  as  chairman.  "  Upon  taking  the  ohalTt  OoL  Rodolf  made  one  of  those  off  hand  and  hand«om« 
speeches  for  which  he  is  so  noted.'*  He  introduced  ProtldOBt  Slboura,  who  addressed  our  cititens  upon  railroad 
matters,  nfier  which  he  uiii  *-•<.  iric  i  to  the  Auguila  Hoooo  (now  ooonplod  bf  tlio  iBtomotioBal),  whcro  a oowpli— 
tary  sujiper  wft>(  ((iven  to  the  railroad  magnnte. 

May  >j.  Steamer  Falls  City,  of  La  Crosse,  sunk  in  Lake  Pepin  with  about  400  toas  of  ftoighL  Two  Othtr 
Steamers,  "  New  St,  Croix  "  and    Rescue,"  wero  also  sunk.    All  crushed  by  tho  ice. 

F.  M.  Rublee  purchased  the  interest  of  H.  8.  Darand  of  Hacino  in  La  Croose. 

May  18.  Jcooph  Smiib,  aged  thirteen  jean,  aon  of  8.  T..Snith,  was  drownod  in  tho  slough  below  town  while 
waiariitg  koroio. 

JoM  S.  Oror  8,000  laborata  are  at  work  on  tho  raflroad  betwoon  Portage  City  and  La  CroiM. 

Tho  aanonnMoioiit  is  msdo  of  the  marriage  of  Howard  Cramer,  of  La  Crosse,  and  Miss  Saeaa  D.  B.  Ciaiy,  ia 

Plainfield,  Conn.,  May  17. 

June  17.    Marriage  of  John  C.  iCitbr  and  Bmil  Uuillenim,  at  liiack  Kiver  Kails,  was  published. 

8oiJie  fifty  ur  sixty  oalgranta  arrived  at  La  Croaao  laat  weok  on  itaanor  Ooean  Wavo.  Thoy  won  Bootly  htm 

Norway  and  Sweden. 

July  6.  Saturday  night  three  or  (bar  handrod  oiliieno  aosembled  in  the  court  house,  and  proceeiled  in  a  body 
to  several  houses  of  ill  fame,  which  were  broken  up,  and  thoir  inmates  ordered  out  of  town.  Several  of  thoao  eeish- 
liahments  were  demolished.    Their  vicious  inmates  left  town  in  haste. 

Jnly  16.  Tho  Jfutunat  Dtmocrat  and  tho  /tsdomdbtt  RtpMhHemn  had  a  pndoagod  and  wiolLod  ooatraiany  over 
tho  aotion  of  tho  eitiaono  in  breaking  up  honsco  of  iU^flme,  and  tho  oditoriala  and  apoooheo  that  feUowod  fbr  a  ftw 
wooka  wore  about  as  hot  as  angry  men  could  make  them.  A  large  number  of  oitiians,  deflmdod  by  tho  Dtimrrwi, 
denounoed  the  acts  of  the  "  vigilance  comuitteo,"  and  one  tneetini;  censured  the  difllnrbers  of  brothels  as  a  torbolent 
and  lawless  mob,  and  the  raid  against  the  house>i  of  ill-fmiie  ri"  an  (iiiirH;jc.  I'ndcr  the  headings  of  "  Law  and  Onier 
and  "Mob  Law,"  a  vast  amount  of  indignation  was  expressed  on  both  sides.  Several  meetings  were  held  pro  and 
con    At  one  tneoting,  of  wblohB.  W.  Boyaolda  wao  Chainnaa, aad  W.  W.  Webb  waa Boowiary, 0— of  tho foaoitioaa 

read  as  follows : 

"  Rttolvtd,  That  whothor  we  appnivL'  or  disspprove  of  the  manner  in  which  those  foul  nuisaoOM  WON  laallf 
abated,  tho  puhlio  intereoU  eaanoi  now  be  suboonred  by  ooneoring  thooo  wlio  perpetratod  the  dead." 

At  aoothor  Boatlag,  over  whioh  Jeiha  M.  Lory  preaided,  with  GL  W.  llaMkail  la  Biewtaiy,  tho  oowalMoa,  ooai* 
poaad  of  Moms.  T.  BoMf,  Q.  8.  BonlOB  and  F.  M.  Rnbloa,  raportad  raaalntian  that  wore  adoptad,  eaaof  which 
roada  as  (bllowa : 

"  Rttolvtd,  Thnt,  in  our  opinion,  the  outbreak  on  tho  nipht  of  the  fiih  of  .Tiily,  was  the  result  of  a  misapprehen- 
siun  on  the  part  of  our  citizpns  'tf  their  Ic^il  rights,  and  ilit-  proper  method  by  which  they  might  be  obtained;  and 
we.  ihi-refore,  repudiate  the  burning  uud  the  destruction  of  thO  propOMy  Ott  that  OOOOiifliB,  bdionaig  that  a  aMM  Mlia- 
factory  result  could  have  been  obtained  by  a  legal  course." 

The  excitement  was  intense.  The  provocation  was  serious.  The  nuisance  was  obnoxious.  The  remedy  applied 
was  thorough  and  effeoloal.  Tho  reaull  waa  that  tho  eity  authorilias  were  aroused  to  the  neceaaity  of  greater  vigi- 
laaoe  in  dealing  with  suoh  ovila. 

July  22.   Heated  oontroversy  contiaaaa  ovor  tho  atomy  aooDoa  of  tho  aight  of  tho  6th. 

looondhwlara  of  a  retaliatory  natnro  fbllewed.  Flraa  wem  aec  In  no  loia  than  fhor  diiiBnat  plaaea  la  <bo  oity 
during  Soaday  and  the  night  of  the  VMh  of  July. 

Tho  robbing  of  A.  Pati's  jewelry  shop  on  State  street  ooonrred. 

.luly  21.    Slob  law,  etc.,  continue."  at  head  of  editoriul«.    Tlu'  pot  continues  to  call  the  kettle  •'  black  " 
In  Detroit  and  Indianapolis  and  other  cities,  the  La  Crosse  plan  to  get  rid  of  houses  of  ill-fame  seems  io  have 
baoB  adi^tad.  The  axoilanioBi  ia  that  kept  alioo.  La  Croaaa  la  rod-hot  on  thii  qnoatloB. 
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Tk«  wmmtBta  of  the  prtM,  fkr  and  near,  are  r»fobll8hed.  In  dennndatlon  vr  In  jMtUkation  of  tho  La  Oro— 
T]^aae«  Committee's  procecdinpi.    Dr.  Blaketleo'a  Natienai  Umotrat,  and  Mr.  Ri^n'  fndtptndtnt  RtpuhUean 

■It  AS  h  it      gla>s-rnakers  furriiiCf'  ihestc  Jaj-t. 

AuguBt  12.  The  KD-oiilleil  ■  L»  Cru^ue  Mob"  ig  atill  un  ihc  carpel  at  home  and  abroad.  About  one  hundred 
•ndfiftjof  the  best  ciii/i'UK  <it  La  l  'ro«^t'  wt  rc  aasaciated  in  efforts  lo  provoat  |ang of  oriaiMla  AWB  «Ml> 

tbitting:  atrocities  which  the  authorities  neglected  to  suppress. 

September  9.    Tho  wurk  of  impruvciuent  is  Hicailily  going  forward  in  La  Crosse. 

September  16.    Another  sieam  paokot  is  to  be  added  to  (he  I'raiiie  du  Chien  &  St.  Paul  Line. 

Failibm  AMD  DEPiiBs.<!ioN)«  OF  1857.-«*Iha  dark  days  h%ve  come  at  la^t.    "We  are  indebted  to  B.  Brower, 
clerk  of  the  atoamer  •  Palls  City,'  for  lata  paotn,  and  aawng  thorn  tho  Now  York  Timet  of  1 1th  Seplembor.  wbiob 
publiabea  a  loof  list  of  fkilaros  up  to  tho  lOia  inat  of  haaTj  bonaaa  in  that  ailjr,  PhUadalpliia  aad  other  plaoaa.  Th» 
liotM  Ihoreaaon  to  ho  ladljr  out  of  Joint." 

flow  who  paasod  thmogh  and  irttnoand  the  gmy  and  proaporous  yeara  of  1856-67  thronghont  tha  Want  and 
Herthwest.  and  also  saw  tho  dark  elonda  of  commercial  depression  shut  down  upon  the  business  of  the  eonntry  in  tha 
■otumn  of  1857,  will  never  again  wish  to  see  the  sad  scenes  of  extinguished  hopes  and  blinbted  enterprises  that  fol- 
lo»e<i  the  -inniiuncement  above  quoteil  from  the  New  York  papers  of  September  11,  l&r>7.  Kverywhere,  men  who 
imagiue<i  ihey  were  on  the  highway  to  fortune,  fouii'l  tlieirhesl  laid  schemes  brousbt  to  naught;  and  stout  hearts 
thtt  ha<i  braved  muny  huviness  storin-i,  were  id  uio  i o  feel  the  impotence  of  man,  when  confidence  is  wit  liili  Awn  from 
the  eireleii  of  commerce,  and  distrust  MigliLs  the  mo^i  inviting  enterpri*e.  The  writer  wiinessed  ilu"  Ijrilliant  prog- 
rc^i,  and  the  su'lden,  but  terrible  rcTerses  of  those  yeara  in  the  Northwest.  When  thr  titiaucial  cyclone  struck  La 
Crosse,  the  plucky  little  "  Qatoway  City,"  which  had  ru-hed  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  most  promising  cities  in  the 
Xorthwesi,  re«le<l  under  tho  illow,  as  if  earthquake  and  whirlwind  had  combined  ia  ahattering  its  idols.  The  preaa 
items  which  had  hitherto  been  expraaaiTO  of  buoyanej.  ohooiftilneaa  and  aeonritr,  and  indieatiTa  of  profcress  and 
growth,  than  ebaaicod  to  oapreaaiona  of  aolidtnda  and  lamomdaa;  nad  flrou  thli  data  on  throngh  tho  succeeding 
rnn  ef  186&-i9-60,  and  I  hen  agidn  through  the  oolearaitiea  and  dlmateia  of  tha  laawntaMa  war,  tha  rooorda  of  the  Lfr 
Croeeo  preaa  ▼erified  by  the  aad  roeolleotlons  of  frustrated  plana  of  happlneaa,  and  delayed  realindon  of  long  eher> 
ished  plans  for  a  pro^perou:*  career,  are  saddened  by  evidenees  of  a  prolonged  sttoisgle  of  our  brave  hearted  people 
to  orercome  unavoidiible  disaeiers,  and  to  ride  out  the  storm  as  worthy  heirs  of  a  goodly  heritage,  which,  thank  God, 
iinow  again  in  peace  an>l  prosperity. 

The  death  of  Mr.  .Joel  Mar.-li  on  the  Hih  of  September  wat  announced,  lie  was  an  enterpri-ing  pioneer  and  an 
WtlniiiMe  citizen.    He  die<l  when  forty-five  years  old. 

September  23.  Kepart.«i  come  from  all  directions  of  business  troubles.  The  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company  haa  gone  to  the  wall.  Numerous  banks  between  the  sea-board  and  the  Misais^ippi  Valley  are  discredited. 
Uaoy  business  firms  of  wide  reputation  for  supposed  solvency  and  solidity  throughout  the  country  liave  "u^^penJed, 
■ad  are  reported  in  the  growing  list  of  "  failures."  La  Crosse  banks  are  strongly  commended  by  the  iu'wm[  nju  rs  aa 
"yttftfOOj  aalh  aad  reliabla,"  notwithatanding  "eoasidarabla  aasiety  and  inlareot  haa  been  felt  with  refsrd  to  aooia 
ejMMiiMbm       bnakan."  Cbaaplimeata,  however,  aonld  aot  aad  did  aot  help  them,  aa  aneeeedlag  aawapaper  taenia 

Oetobar  4.   Steamer  Ben  Counin,  a  small  stem  wheel  steamer,  running  between  St.  Louis  and  8t.  TmA,  whila 

coming  down  from  St.  Paul,  wa.H  Hunk  in  the  Misai!«sippi  about  eight  miles  atK)vc  l.  t  rrntse,  at  '2  o'clock  this  mom* 
ing,  by  collision  with  the  sienmer  Key  City.  About  sixteen  lives  were  lost.  The  b./'lies  of  eight  of  the  drowned 
paaif np'T'j  wete  recovered. 

OctoKor  7.  The  Southern  Minue^tota  Railroad  survey  umler  tlie  ilireciion  of  l)jn  J.  Whittemore,  has  been  com- 
bated and  f<nind  highly  satisfactory. 

"  .Mr  Meligar,  a  talented  (terman,  from  Detroit,  has  located  In  La  Cruftse,  and  is  prepared  to  give  lessons  in 
■aaie,  and  to  teach  several  languages." 

Rev.  J.  G.  Shorwin  took  final  leave  aa  Paetor  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  soeietj  in  La  Croese,  last 
Sabbath."  A  hatter  fkiend  to  La  Croaae  and  to  Ua  IbDawHaen  never  llTad  here  «r  elieiriiara.  All  of  Che  old  aettlara 
ehwiah  Ida  manmj.  He  waa  beloved  hf  all. 

OatolMr  14.  The  nwrrlage  of  Mr.  Allen  Ovartmn^  aad  Wm  Btallj  F.  Plwker  la  anaeanaad.  Ur.  OverbaaA 
is  BOW  (1881 )  a  citizen  of  California.  The  public  sqnara  on  Main  atmet,  in  I*  Ctomu,  waa  doaatad  hf  him  to  tha 
city.    Mrs.  Overbaugh  is  a  sister  of  Mrs.  I>oltridge. 

Alexander  w.  KAii  lnll.  liepuMirun  cAixlidate  for  Governr>r.  i\nd  Cari  Sohnri,  oaadiilate  On  the aaaia  tlokei fbr 
Uentenant  ftnvernor,  a<ldre»«ed    meeting  Uist  evening  iu  15arron'a  Hall. 

( ictuUer  21 .   Announcement  is  made  mT  a  new  law  txm  in  Ia  Croaaa,  eeapoead  of  Alonio  Jehnaaa  tad  Aagna 

Cameron,  un.ler  the  firm  of  Johnson  &  Cameron. 

Married,  in  this  city  on  the  2l8t  inst.,  by  Rev.  W.  t{.  Card,  .Mr.  Prank  Hatch  and  Miss  Beckie  Braley,  all  of 
La  Croese."  Now,  everybody  aliould  remember  that  the  Captain' a  **  silver  wedding "  ahoald  ooaie  off  Oetober  21, 
1882.  aod  it  ought  to  be  one  that  wHl  aand  him  oa  Mo  waj  r^oltdag  natU  aaotluff  i|nartar  of  a  aantniy  ahnll  bring 
areand  a  "golden  wedding. 


Xovember  18.  Tha  alaadaa  latntaa  ahow  that,  aftar  a  vtij  hat  oaateat  hatwaaa  eaadidaUi  aa  e|>poring 
liekola.  and  after  mnah  almrp  editarinl  work  la  bath  paptra,  tha  pMpIo  deotad  aad  deAatad  oandMataa  of  vartoaa 
peHtlaa.  ' 


Kewapaper  controversy  took  a  three-cornered  shape  for  awhile;  and  wm  made  exceedingly  interesting  by  the 
S9r4  StmCi  editorials  and  the  racy  communications  of  "  The  Fur  Coat  Man,"  in  reply  to  the  Dfmoerat' t  pungent  ar- 
ticles critioi'iing  •'  the  man  who  holds  an  important  (Jovernment  othce  in  this  city."  "The  Fur  Coal  .Man"  was  none 
other  than  our  respected  townsman,  Col.  Theodore  Rodolf,  then  the  efficient  and  popular  Receiver  of  the  United 
tetaB  Uad  Oflae. 
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Tkt  OdteMl  wta  «  MnA  and  iworita  of  the  Piero*  and  Baehaoui  ftdmiolatratliiM,  while  Doetor  BImIniIm's 
Dtmoerat  «m  not  ta  ftiTI  uoord  with  th«ir  pUoB  for  AdTsnoing  the  intercflts  of  th«  pro-ilkvery  Democracy. 

November  25.  JThe  ohitimry  notices  and  editorials  of  Novptntier  18  and  26,  nn  1  ttip  prorpp-Iinp<  of  the 
L*  Crosse  t^ouuty  lur  mid  the  Ciroiiit  Court,  a*isi'nil)led  iti  La  ("riLS-ie  Noveinlter  24,  I  i  record  ibe  Imjcute  I  leath  of 
Daniel  Keed  Wlieeler,  llsi)  ,  who  lic  i  Novemlier  14.  1>'.')7,  ai  the  iige  of  ihirtv-eiplit  _veiir«.  after  a  lingering  feTW. 
From  the  KrpubUean' »  etlitoriiil  an  noun  cement  of  Mr.  W  heeler's  deatli,  we  quote  these  words:  "  Since  the  dMih  of 
Lieut.  Got.  Timothy  Burns,  in  186.'^.  no  denth  has  occurred  in  our  midst  that  has  so  appalled  the  ooimnuniiy  tha 
of  Mr.  Wheeler,  •  »  •  Bm  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  large  public  meetings,  with  ability  and  earoMtaeu.  be  advo. 
cated  the  erection  of  proper  editices  in  which  to  educate  the  jroutbof  ourcily.  *  •  •  As  a  caraAduidthoroa^fy 
read  l»wj«r,  Mr.  Wheeler  atood  at  the  head  of  his  profeeaioa  in  this  region  of  eomtij;  and  be  waa  atrawjljr  nmd 
by  MeDOi,  mtisfled  of  hia  legal  ability  and  integritj  aa  a  auut,  to  accept  the  poaition  of  Jtidga  of  thia  Judieial  Gr- 
«ah.  a  *  *  Asa  large  concourse  of  friends  turned  awaj  from  his  gniTe.  all  aaeawd  to  fed  that  thtl  OQT  verM 
nonUbonuoh  happier  and  better  if  it  contained  more  such  men  aa  Mr.  Wheeler." 

UpoD  the  asseiiibliii^  of  tlie  CirLtiii  Court  in  l.t  Crostte,  the  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler  waa  announced  by  Mr.  W  II 
TUoker,  the  Court  ftppoiuted  WiUinui  I)eni*on,  Cyrus  K.  Lord,  Kdwin  Flint,  H.  R.  Hubbard,  W.  H,  Tnokcr  »ni 
Alonzo  ,Iobn!<on.  a  committee  to  jireimre  rt"*olution8  e.npref'-ive  of  the  cstininle,  by  tlie  bar,  of  tlieir  departed  frienii 
and  brother.  Three  of  the  members  of  that  committee,  Messrs.  Di  nisoii,  Tucker  and  Johnson,  bare  been  dead  for 
many  years.  Tlie  others  still  live  in  1881  The  editorial  obitu  it  ie.<<,  and  the  aloqomit  eulogy  of  Mr.  Tueker,  and 
the  resolutions  of  the  bar,  and  those  of  the  Maaonie  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  i&,  oooupy  aaveral  columns,  all  of  wbick 
hanaoolse  with  the  following  (firat  and  aaoond)  of  Aa  reaolaiUoBaof  tbo  bar : 

RnUutd,  That  w«  have  raeelt ad,  irltli  oaapaat  atmdMlity  and  aorrow,  tha  intalligaaea  <rf  the  death  of  ear 
fHend  and  brother,  Daniel  Reed  Wheeler. 

H.fnli-fd,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler  the  Bar  of  La  Cro<(3e  has  lost  one  of  ita  beat  aad ablert  Biarttn. 
and  the  ciiy  of  La  Cro»«e  one  of  its  worthie^l,  inost  honurod  and  most  useful  eitiiens. 

Several  other  resolutions  of  svnipnthy  ami  d ii  li  Ipnc-  (ollowcd.  .\t!<T  tl.c  ri  u  lirp^  and  ftdopiion  of  trie  rcaela* 
tions,  which  followe<l  tbo  eulogy  so  cbxiuenily  pronnunced  by  .Mr.  Tucker,  the  court  adjourno  l  out  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased.  The  wiflow  and  children  of  ihi«  lamented  gentleman  still  resi'le  (in  IHSl  i  at  the  fsruilr 
homestead,  on  Seventh  street,  between  State  and  Vine  streets ;  and  to  tlii.<<  day  all  of  the  pioneers  of  La  Cro.vse  cher- 
iah  his  memory,  and  honor  his  family,  with  luarkod  reaped. 

NoTamber  26.  Iba  dia«arded  Mid  doubifiil  eurreocy  foroia  the  topie  of  maay  newapaper  ilania  and  adtrartiM* 
maiBta.  One  publlalMr  aald,  "If  aay  of  oar  tandem  have  any  bank  notaa  or  onnreney  so  piaor  that  aa  oaa  alae  wfll 
lake  tliam»  wa  will  take  them  from  those  who  owe  ua,  aa  we  are  glad  to  gat  almoat  anything  with  a  pietnre  on  it,  aad, 
we  think,  those  we  owe  will  be  glad  to  take  it  ftvmus  before  spring." 

"The  fire  engine,  so  report  says,  is  as  far  a.»  I'rairie  du  Cbieu.  Not  ii  f  i  il  of  hose  is  with  it,  however,  and  the 
order  to  huve  ho.ie  procured  at  Chicago  has  been  rescinded.  Is  the  City  l^'ouiicil  fcsirlul  there  wilt  bo  some  way  to  pot 
Ont  lire  here  this  winter  beside  buckets  with  tlie  owniMs  uiimi"'  cli.ilkecl  on  thcin  '.'  " 

December  2.    business  tirins  had  a  convenient  way  of  "  squatting  "  when  the  wolf  came  too  near  the  door  In- 
ataad  of  undergoing  the  process  of  eloabig  idH^  by  the  aaatataaea  of  a  Sheriff,  the  surrender  waa  asade  by  aansancs 
BMBt  of  a  sale  of  stock  aad  affeots  to  aont  aaw  ooaeani,  whioh  took  the  brunt  of  the  storai. 

DeoeiBbor  8.  Prairia  da  GUaa  aad  Manaton  ara  the  nearest  railroad  sutions,  between  whieh  and  LaCtane 
daOy  atagoa  ara  nuaing.  Tbo  aaalam  mall  anrlvaa  ataiy  avanlag  firon  Prairia  du  Chian. 

Tbo  iVbKsaal  Demotrat  office  Is  in  the  aaeoad  ataty  of  Lathrop'a  fraoie  building,  aoatbeaat  eonier  Habi  aad 
FNnt  streets.    The  fndrpendrnt  li'publicm  office  ia  la  the  upper  part  of  Juneau  Block,  opposite. 

December  'l'^>.  The  post  office,  us  recently  suggested,  has  been  removed  by  Poslm^is'er  Hubbard  from  Bsrron'j 
Ball  into  the  brick  block  on  north  side  of  I'earl  street,  between  Front  and  Second  streets. 

One  of  the  [a  Crosse  pulilisiiers,  in  his  issue  of  December  T-\,  IHA",  (lives  the  public  the  following  insight  into 
bis  slim  chances  for  the  observance  of  a  "  Merry  Christmas  :  "  "  Oysters  are  selling  at  Oij  cents  by  the  quart  can.  M'e 
lack  about  (>i)  cents  of  enough  to  buy  a  can  for  Christmas,  to  go  along  with  our  turkey— that  is,  if  we  get  the  turkey. 
Piaepeots  are  poor  for  that,  however,  as  yet." 

Deoenber  8U.  Hia  iasue  .of  this  date  had  a  gratafiil  aaknowledgnant  of  a  "  Marry  Chriatoiaa  aad  good  dia- 
nar."  Soma  IHaada  aaat  him  turkey,  oyatera,  pop-corn,  ala.,aio. 

"  Traiaa  im  the  La  Groiae  A  Milwaukaa  aia  maalag  battaaoit  Mllwankaa  aad  New  Lisboa.  1ln«u|b  teti 
$10.66." 

<•  The  Ch  rist  mns  party  at  the  Angaala  Honaa  last  Friday  night,  waa  a  gay  aad  aplaadid  aaaemblaga  of  tlio  beaatilU 

and  brave  of       Cro«se  society." 

l  iu- pubtishers  ot  tiutii  i/M'r  issc  newspapers  liti  ii m nre  ihiit  froiB  aad  after  Jaaoaiy  1, 1868,  tha  "oaA 
tem  '  will  be  adapted,  with  a  schedule  of  prices  for  advertising,  etc. 

First  regular  maathly  maatlag  of  Baaeua  Hook  aad  Ladder  Oampaay  No.  1,  oallad  to  meat  at  tlM  aoort  heoia 
the  4th  of  Jaaaaiy. 

Thua  eada  taa  year  1857,  in  which  haa  baea  witnessed  extraordinary  tnaafermation  aoenes,  such  as  will  aettr 
be  duplicated  or  repeated  in  tbia  world  of  atraaga  doiaga.  Thounadaupon  tbooaaada  of  people  who  eatared  aysa 

the  year  fbll  of  cheer,  conlldenee  aad  easb.  bad  their  **  apple  carta  upset"  and  all  of  their  plans  "knodied  into  a 

oooke  1  hMt."  Hoping;  that  the  storm  would  so  n  p  iss  over,  and  that  prosperity  would  return  speedily,  men  tried  to 
keep  up  their  couritge  by  words  of  mutual  oouifoi  i  mid  encouragement ;  but  the  goo'l  times  came  not  for  many  month*. 
Looking  at  the  new  moons  over  right  shoulders  di  i  n  il  l  i  ing  the  de-ircd  aid  an'l  comfort.  Tin-  linip"  were  .awfully 
aakew.  Financial  affairs  on  both  continents  were  siidly  out  of  joint.  .Money  had  uuecrtain  vniue,  or.  nither,  fir- 
ahaaing  power  was  relatively  oppressive  to  all  other  interests.  Borrowers  only  strenjrthoncd  their  fetters,  while  leodfn 
baaama  purchasara.  Aoiid  clouds  that  darkened  the  busineas  horisoa  and  threatened  ooniiaaed  wrath,  the  mcmorsbli 
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jnr  1867,  MivoordadftBd  iUqitmtwlbj  the  Mthftal  pTworLaCraaM,doMd  wtthiMalfbld  perpl«iltie»aD(ldlttiiiltiw 
wRMsdiog  all  aMO  m^ftftA  in  tBtcmtow  tint  *w«  i«  mnf  Atg^  «MiiiiigtBt  npra  tk*  lloklmeM  «Qd  Ann  of  bw> 
mrod  «ipital.  Tliiw  «nd«d  th*  jw  1867,  wliiah  tsft  tta  wemn  mad  braian  on  tht  browt  sad  hmrtt  of  moaj  bniTO* 
hcsrted  and  cnlerpriaing  pioneen,  who  staked  and  lost  all  whoa  the  world-wide  panic  drore  eonftdoaoo  and  IhUh 
from  the  center  of  commerce  and  disturbed  the  schemes  of  onorf{olic  and  roooluto  men,  who  found  thooHOlvoo  power- 
left§  to  shield  theinselroo  and  ihiir  fhnlUoo  ttom  dioMtora  that  holBod  tho  wloost  ud  thwortod  tbo  moM  oaoM  of 
Western  pioneers. 

18.jS.  The  ]>i>|.uliitio[i  of  F,a  ("r  iM-r  esliiiiniC'l  tifUvcen  A.rtOO  nn'l  5,0(K1,  \r.i^r'  \  un  the  nutumn  »ole  of  OOO  and 
the  schotjl  attendance  Wiien  (ieijr|;e  Farimui  took  the  census  in  Maj,  1868,  tliere  were  about  70U  inbabilaots  in 
LaCrosae.    The  cen»U8  of  MIdor  Carr,  at  the  close  of  IHijS,  indicated  the  population  wan  about  fUH). 

"  Milo  "  exproased  thanks  for  the  liberalitjr  of  citiiens  to  the  "  Carrier  Boy,"  and  was  the  redpienl  <  f  a  pair 
of  boots  from  Mr.  F.  P.  Biadish,  whooo  advwUaemonta  woro  tho  aioat  noj  and  attraetivo  opeeiiBOiu  9t  •dTonlHiig 
of  these  daji. 

Tho  total  dopo^  in  tho  otrongeit  baak  in  tho  oit/  anonniod  to  18,144.02,  whioh  would  aoareolybotiifleloiit  to 
atpian  up  tlM  moathlj  p^j-rcll  or  IM^t  Ulla  of  saj  oao  of  loveral  hnriaoai  HtaUiahnoBlo  in  La  Crosoe  in  1881 . 
Maroh  8.   '*0«or  fbrlj  buildings  of  dilForent  kinds  are  now  in  prooess  of  ereelion  in  our  city.    The  founds* 

lion  of  our  prosperity  has  not  been  •'hnllereil.  nm  hn\p  the  energies  and  enterprise  of  our  citi/.ens  been  ulrangled. 
Thej  are  the  M»nie  to  day  (liey  hare  always  been,  noil  will  continue  to  be.  Upon  tbeir  hands  securely  rests  the  future 
of  La  Crosse.   The  conti<lence  in  ito  growth  nOTor  wai  00  ■tfong  auong  ita  oitiiOM  ao  it  ia  now."   So  aaid  tho  Kff^ 

lican,  and  all  fnid  •'  Amen." 

Th  tt  !•<  rlif  kin<l  ot  jiluck  on  which  the  press  and  citizons  of  I-ii  Cros-'t'  siuod  sliiiiilder  to  shoulder,  and  people 
abroad  were  compelled  to  lake  notice  ihnl.  on  this  footstool  of  Jeiiovali,  there  was  one  place  whose  inbabitAnts  had 
not  been  squelched  by  the  adverse  slornis  which  had  broken  ihe  spirit  of  many  coinniunilies.  La  Oosoo  waa  lhTOf> 
ably  kept  before  the  public  at  large,  aUo,  through  the  publicity  of  matters  connected  with  the  progreos  of  tho 
I*  Crosse  iS:  Milwaakco  Baiinad  and  Southern  Minneaota  Kailroiul,a«  publiabed  in  tho  press  of  the  larger  eitles  and 
TOpnbtiahod  with  eooiniondatoiy  and  owroboraliTO  aaanraaoos  in  tho  L»  Crooso  nowapapon,  whioh  kept  ihaoe  opora- 
tiMO  ooaotaatly  bcfbro  iu  roadors.  Nothing  did  ao  mneh  to  braoo  up  La  Croon  ao  tho  TigonMia  and  atmdfiut  advo- 
ostj  and  dofenae  of  ita  intorests  by  its  energ:eiic,  enterprising  and  plucky  newspapers. 

Maroh  8.  "Cold  weather  has  again  restored  the  ice  bridges  over  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  tributary 
atnams" 

March  17.  The  (lalena.  L)uu1eith,  l>ubuqiie  \  Minnesota  rai-kci  r.iuipiny  .uinoiincp  the  following  (lei-i  of 
sieain  packets,  to  run  this  season  on  the  I'pper  .Missi.s-iipi  i,  vi/.  :  Noithcrn  I.iphi.  i  Mpi.  1'.  I.nilvvlck  ;  Northern  licile, 
Tapt.  .1.  V.  iiurd  ;  Ualena,  Capt  W.  H.  Laughton ;  War  Eagle,  (  apt.  W.  H.  Uabbon  ;  tirey  iMgle,  Cnpl.  D.  H.  Harris  ; 
Key  City,  Gapl.  J.  Wordcn ;  Milwankoo,  GapL  8.  Howett;  liana,  Oapt.  D.  Wbitteo;  Oo  an  Wave,  Gapt.  John 
Scott. 

M.^rcli  '1.  "  The  examination  of  (he  scboola  wu  oonoludod  lut  Friday,  at  the  Brick  ."School  House,  in  Flm 
Ward.  All  llirough  the  •lamination  Iho  aohoolroona  wore  thronged  with  eiiixono  who  fell  an  interest  in  iho  OJlor* 
cisaa.  •  «  •  *  fhc  prin  dnlanMUiono  were  awarded  to  Marshal]  Paltongand  John  C  Card.  Soma 
perwaa  Id  attondaaoo  kAerwatd  awardad  a  prise  to  iviwin  B.  Bentioy,  f»r  dodanation.  Tho  bogra  all  qtoko  well. 
Their  ploow  woro  won  eommittod,  and  woro  appropriatt-lv  soloetcd.     •     •     *     •      In  eomposilion.  tho 

prin  waa  awnvdod  to  Miss  llenriotia  ftoppy,  who  read  a  very  creditable  production  on  '  Modem  I inproveiueni.t.' 
•  •  •  ♦  The  whole  ezerelsos  were  finally  oonclude^l  by  an  exhibition,  last  evening,  at  Birrou's  Hall, 
whoro  tho  ocholart  went  throur;h  with  a  nuralMf  of  dialoguoo,  dMlonations,  oonga,  giOM.  ote.,  to  tbo  wtislheilott  of 

the  immense  ihronjt  who  crow<lf<l  tlie  hull." 

April  7.  •■  The  I'niti'  l  S:hI«-s  Land  Office,  which  ha.-*  beeii  clo-<rd  for  sevenl  riinnlhx.  wii.i  re-opened  in  Ln  Crosse, 
tttid  was  hailed  with  delight  by  raaoy  of  the  'bone  and  sinew,'  who  wished  to  niakte  their  entries  and  pro- 
eiiiption.   Sonio  40,000  aom  woro  ontorod  Iho  flrat  daj.  Tho  oBm  of  Rogiater  Bonton  haa  boon  erowdod  aineo 

Monday  " 

■' Tbo  LaCroon.&  Hilwaukoo  Railroad  is  being  built  by  .Selah  Chan]l)erlain  and  Daniel  Wells,  botwoon  Now 
Lisbon  and  La  Croan,  and  to  bo  oponod  in  October.  1868.   Thoy  call  for  •  ihouiand  more  laborers." 

At  a  mooting  of  tho  Phmoer  Bngino  Company,  hdd  at  tho  Court  Honao.  Mondaj  ovonlng,  April  6,  oflSnia  woro 
doot«d,  of  whom  the  only  ano  now  (1881)  in  La  CrosM  i«  ox-Mayor  David  Law. 

•<  Buildings  are  going  up  In  every  part  of  the  city ;  but  money  it  a  aoaree  artlolo." 

April  14.  In  an  <-lilori:i1  under  the  heailin^  of  "The  HHilmad  is  Coming,"  SlOlomeiil!*  are  pub1i>ihcd  lhal,  not- 
withstanding somp  fi'w  crimkerH  had  prcdicti-d  I.a  I'rosse  would  hu»t'  no  railroad  connection  fiisl  or  wer^I,  "the  parly 
settler?  had  a  .Kmng  t'ailli  in  ihe  importance  of  il!i  poMiiiiui,  iin  1  l>y  llieir  sagacity  and  piiicrjiriyp,  hiiiI  with  conrii)ie 
to  OTcrciMoi'  uli!it!M:leii,  I  hey  set  atH)ut  laying  the  foiindaiinns  tnr  a  |  rimjterou-*  and  populous  city.  \Vith  this  view,  the 
late  Hon.  Titnoihy  liurns  hriiught  forward  and  advocaied  the  l.n(  r  >>-Mf  Ktilroa  I  Charter.  He  traversed  the  country, 
explored  the  different  routes,  fmind  them  practicable,  and  brought  up  to  a  living  reality  that  which  before  had 
oxiatod  only  in  theory.  Ilv  hi-  )>r  i  ii-al  knowledge  he  met  opposition  with  facts,  and  brought  to  the  aid  of  tho 
•ntorprlso  oneh  a  fund  of  well  digested  busiaeos  truiha,  that  resistance  was  fooiishooso.  Notwithstanding  tbia,  tho 
La  Craaw  Bailraad  Coaipaaij  bavo  alwaya  mot  with  oppooitlon  from  thooo  who  ought  to  bavo  bmn  lia  fHonda.  How* 
over,  tho  eompoay  waa  or|aalMd,  and  the  work  oonaoDeod.  and  to-day  it  la  tmng  pmeontod  wtth  alnoat  unpar- 
atlelod  onorgj  and  vigor,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  ita  oomplottoato  La  Croon  within  ds  months ;  and  In  all  probability 
tho  prophoiio  olatoment  of  Mr.  Burns  will  be  fulfilled,  whoa,  in  1862,  ho  protliotod  that,  in  ton  joan  from  that  timo» 
LatJrosse  would  contain  a  (xipulaiion  of  at  least  15,000  I  " 

Co!  .)  .hn  SimontHM  H  i  good  soTvlflO to  tho  ftmiofa of  L* Croon  Ootttttj. by  iotrodnolnf  8omo  Ano bloodod- 
cattlo  fruui  improved  herds  in  Ohio. 
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A  pril  I  .    Ohi  t  u  ftr J  annOUDtMBMlll  of  Um  d«*tlt  Of  Jm^M  H.  Bogm,  bNChar  of  fidttOT  W.  C.  Bfl|efB.    Be  «M 

highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen. 

The  Democrat  Npoiik?*  of  Mr.  Joshua  H.  Rogers  u  "aeitiiM  who  did  much  for  the  crtu<*e  of  education  aoJ  ^m4 
-order  in  our  niidat.  In  hin  buainesa  (boolis  and  stationsrj),  he  was  active  and  honest,  aud  in  all  hi:!  relMioa«  !« 
gooielj,  as  husband,  father,  brother  and  friend,  his  example  wa.s  worihj  of  iinilation." 

Th«  Rfpubluan  paja  iu  tribal*  of  respect  in  an  appropriate  arUele,  in  which  it  said,  "  We  hare  lost  our  bM 
IHwid."  *  *  •  •  He  liTcd  a  good  life."  •  •  •  •  The  lebool,  th«  etotk 
■Mid  tlt«  Mtiv*  bnaiaMB  bm  will  ■onra  hia  departurt." 

Iln.  Rogan  end  her  dsnghter,  Mn.  Pitkim  ia  1881,  raeide  et  the  fiunilj  heneetaed  of  deeeeaod,  on  Smeik 
•met,  between  Kinf(  and  Caea  atreeta. 

"  During  the  first  week  of  narigation,  from  April  IS  to  April  20,  fortj-four  steam  paekets  landed  et  Xa  CnNM." 

May  5.  The  (iteainer.  Key  Ciiy,  ('jipi.  J.  Warden,  left  I)unleiih  Nlay  "J.  at  S  A.  M..  ku  I  rciiche.l  McGre^riir  is 
five  hours  and  one  niiniite:  Ijinsin^,  in  .■•eTen  hours  and  forty-ti»e  niinuien,  and  arrived  at  Li  < "run-^e  T: I'J  iV  M. 
making  the  entire  rini  tnuu  Diinleith  lo  Iji  Crosse  in  eleven  hours  and  ten  minutes,  including  !:in<lin>r<  at  thr  [rin- 
oipa]  places,  and  against  a  strong  head  wind  all  of  the  waj.  This  time  did  not  C'lual  the  Grey  Eagle,  in  1858,  or  tbt 
4]em  City,  in  1881. 

Majr  b.  "  We  understand  the  loggers  hare  had  a  remarkably  good  '  drive'  in  Black  River  the  present  spriog. 
nakiac  ftfllean  sweep  of  nearly  all  the  logs  in  the  river." 

BHTiMl,  ia  this  eitj,  on  the  19th  iaetaat.  bjr  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Chapia,  Pastor  of  the  Coagregatlonal  Cbarek.  Mr. 
Wllion  Celwell  aad  Miss  Naaaie  Hammer ;  eleo,  Mr.  Amaea  C.  Walker  aad  Mim  Oade  K.  Hammer,  daog htcn  «r 

Joseph  Hammer,  R8(|..  of  La  Crosse. 

.May  Married,  on  the  24th  instant,  in  this  oily,  by  the  Rev.  Fayette  Durlin.  Rector  of  Christ  rhurtA,  Mr. 
William  K.  Sill  and  Miss  Mary  O.,  eldest  daughter  of  .1.  t'.  Kdgtu,  K-i|  ,  all  of  \m  Croi-He. 

Married,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  April,  by  the  Rev.  K,  W.  Clark.  Mr.  Henry  1.  BHsh,  <>f  L» 
and  Mixs  Harriet  II.  Partridge,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  V. 

.Married,  on  the  23d  of  .May,  in  the  town  uf  Furmingion,  by  the  Rev.  William  Howe,  Mr.  Jay  Pettingill  and  Mil 
Adeline  Sage,  all  of  that  place. 

M»  lateaee  exeilemeat  prevMla  ia  La  Groeee  Geoatj.  ia  regerd  to  a  mysterioue  robbeiy  in  Lewis  TslUy. 
Iowa  of  fknaiagUm,  a  etaiemeni  9t  whieh  ie  pabliehed,  oeeapjrtag  two  eolomaa,  orer  the  aamee  of  abont  wKnakfJIm 
citisens  of  that  place,  ia aDnkUe aMetia^ oifer  whloh  C.  C.  Palmer  presided.  The  mystery  was  never  satialiMUfitj 
cleared  up.  Whether  A.  w.  Leland,  of  Freeborn  County,  Minn.,  formerly  of  Farmington,  Wis.,  was  rm^lly  aaasohM 
and  robbed,  by  twi>  or  tlir^e  men  with  knives,  or  ihiit  he  fittempted  suioiilc,  or  tried  to  nnki>  himself  a  hero  ami  i 
mendicnnt ;  but  he  wa.'i  tuund  on  the  road,  appitreniiy  in  a  damaged  condition.  Doctors  Heath  and  Baxter,  Sbenf 
Pjlleyx,  Deputy  Sheriff  Stiiiey.  District  Attorney  l.<is( y  and  etliera,  IndadiBg  Mr.  Lolttidge,  iBvettigated  melitn: 
but  could  not  find  any  .satisfactory  solution  of  the  niy!<tery. 

June  2.  -Many  columns  of  fine  type  in  editorials,  and  statements  of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Palmer,  Loonard  Lottriip:*. 
C.  W.  Marshal  J.  W.  Losey  and  others,  left  no  doubt  lliat  Lcland  was  an  impostor,  and  feigned  robbery  to  obtain 
cympatby  and  support,    lie  soon  vamosed  in  disgraoe. 

'*  The  Soathera  Mniaesou  Railroad  Companj,  a(  a  meeting  held  in  Hokab,  Miaa.,  elec  ed  director*,  who  dected 
Hob.  Daniel  Wdle,  Jr.,  of  Mflwaakee,  Preeideat,  ead  Moeae  Kneeland,  of  Milwaukee,  Acting  Direetor  aad  Ocacnl 
ikgent." 

"  The  Mississippi  House,  southeast  corner  of  State  and  Third  streets,  having  passed  into  the  hands  ef  C  P. 

^kee,  beahaoged  its  name  lo  the  "  rnited  Siatn'i  Hoit-l." 

"  .Austin  J.  Marfh  re'<cu<'d  I  'liirli-s  l{c|ifiy  from  drowning  durinv;  a  hi^h  wind  and  a  swift  current  " 
.lime  I'i.  "  lir|ii  i  -^"iini  III  lii;-iufri.«,"  is  the  heailing  "f  iin  arlicle.  whicfh  indorHe-*  the  ftatcmetit'*  of  a  corrr- 
•pondent  over  the  sigimiure  "  .Xiiiericu.H,"  who  describes  ihe  <iepres!iion  in  business  as  intolerable,  lie  imv'' :  "  Hih  - 
noes  is  crippled  in  all  its  depart nieni:^.  .Many  tenements  and  business  placee  are  ftor  sale  or  rem.  ami  even  ' 
eooadcet  men  can  hardly  get  credit  at  any  of  our  stores  for  thirty  days'  time,  and  no  money  can  be  obtained  at  aay 
priee." 

"  During  the  etafnatien  ia  boaiaeaa  in  the  priaeiiial  plaoee  below  ue  oa  the  river,  tltej  eeam  to  take  time  t* 
make  pleasure  excursions.  *  About  onee  a  week  partiee  of  plMsnre  paai  up  the  riTer  In  partalt  of  e^lo/OMat  aad  t» 
do  away  with  Ihe  •blue«,'  probably." 

"  The  ff4rmer:<  report  firogpecis  of  poorl  crops.'" 

Ch.irle^i  1!.  S.illx-rg  i  fi  ii  rin-l  liiit   Kritiv  (Voiii  a  brief  visit  to  N^rw  »y .  hi-i  fii' herlai  I .    Some  emiftranf 
accompanied  him  acruM.t  the  »eu  to  hni  a  houie  in  the  Wctt.     About  half  of  (hem  came  through  to  I..a  Crosse  to 
tie  on  farming  lands  within  this  and  ihe  adjoining  coiiniiea." 

July  ".  "The  celehraiioii  of  Mon<lay,  the  &tb  of  July,  in  La  Ooixe,  was  a  grand  affair.  The  procession  «m 
flao,  including  military  oonipanie^,  tire  brigade,  oivio  eealwee,  etc.  The  £nglisb-apeakiag  portion  df  our  cittiesi 
were  address^  by  Aloaao  Jofaoson,  £sq.,  whose  oration  was  generally  considered  as  a  vaiy  ehle  oae.  The  Ocrmaas 
went  bjr  Uiemeelvea,  aad  were  addreesed  bjr  Ool.  Theodore  Rodolf  aad  Mr.  John  IFlriA.  About  two  huadnd  citi- 
teaa  participated  la  a  banquet  at  the  Augusta  House." 

August  4.  "Only  eleven  miles  to  the  cars  on  the  railroad  now,  at  West  Salem,  and  the  stages  go  eat  leaded. 
The  work  mon  are  night  and  dejr  paulag  dowa  (he  traek.  All  the  bridgaa  are  liatehed.  Tea  daya  more  aad  leek  oat 

for  the  whi-.i  Ie  !  " 

August  |H.    "Only  four  miles  of  staging  fi  oii  l.n  Cros<<e  to  the  lailrcad  tralaa.   Nozt  week  WO  coa  fiapease 

with  stages  and  take  an  omnibus  to  the  trains  at  North  La  (>08sc." 

.Vugust  "Dn  .Monday  evening,  August  23,  IhoS,  the  first  day  of  through  trains  on  the  La  Crease  &  .Mil- 
waukee Railroad  brought  about  &A/  paseeagera.  Paasenaer  train  for  Milwaukee  leaves  North  La  Qroaae  at  2,  A.  M- 
PaMeager  and  flrelght  train  leavea  7:80  A.  M.   Phra  to  Hilwaukea,  $6.00. 
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■'Daylight  went  through  the  tunnel  jeeterdaj." 

"Tli«  ferry  boat  yesterday  took  orrr  a  load  of  carts,  barrows,  etc.,  to  be  employed  on  the  Root  River  Valley 

Svptmbmr  8.  "  PraoMdiBga  of  tb«  RmubUoftn  G«Bgr«Mioii«l  DittrUi  OmveDtiOD  h«ld  at  Pmiri*  du  CkMB. 
iadad*  tht  followiiic  teUot :   Por  a  0.  HaOAmm^  49 ;  Lirtlwr  HMMhttt,  15 ;  W.  T.  Mm,  2." 

"A  good  idea.  The  business  mm  of  Tbb4»  llaUl  lad  Foarl  atmts  kftw  hod  ooovn  Iwj  aoottorad  proAnoly 

tbitmgli  thOM  Btreelfl,  rendering  them  more  eaaj  of  trATOl." 

S«ptemt>er  16.  "There  \*  a  change  of  time  on  the  milronrl.  Can  lOAVO  Ibr  tlw  Boot  at  I  A.  M.  tad  10(86  A. 
M.    Tliey  arriTe  at  North  La  Cros-'e  nt  l'J:-'iO  A.  M.,  nnd  »t  •»  1'.  M. 

"  I  >n  the  ni^'ht  of  the  8th  iDslnnt.  n  ^ang;  of  four  coin  counterfeiters,  whilo  •t'work  ■Oaafhotaiillg  aMD^,  WOrO 
arresteil  id  a  hou«e  on  the  edee  of  the  priirie,  in  tiie  lower  part  nf  the  city." 

In  speaking  of  the  La  Crowe  Post  (Office,  the  Rfpuhltean  says:  "All  in  all.  Hi\rvey  Hubhard,  our  excellent 
I'oatmaster.  backe  l  hy  his  ai9i-<tants,  have  done  well  iu  more  than  iin'^wering  the  deiuandii  and  rei^uirementa  of  the 
piople  in  perfecting  our  ruail  arrangements." 

September  22.  "  Alexander  Cameron,  Towosend  N.  Norton  and  Leonard  Lottridgo,  Baq>..  hAviijI  reooiTod 
fron  Got.  Kandall  Ibo  appointmont  as  Commiasionera  to  appraixe  aeliwl  luido  la  ^nott  Goiinty,  Wlo.,  loA  Lft 
ChMM  on  Wodmodaj  loot  to  falftU  tb*  dutioo  of  thoir  appoiatmOBt." 

Soptanbor  29.  "  Aeoording  to  Aoiootor  Bdgar'a  vuaalioii,  La  Clreoio  Goanty  ml  ootata  woo  appniood  at  S2,- 
W6,888.91.  and  pononal  property,  $556,939." 

"CiTT  Clikk. — Our  alteniiTe  and  gentlemanly  City  t'lerk,  Charles  Koenig.  remored  his  office  to  the  second 
door  Pftit  of  the  Police  Justice's  office,  on  Main  .<treet,  between  Seconii  anil  Third  streets.  M«y  we  iitwuv-i  liare 
iaeurobents  in  that  office  m  well  i|\ialitied  to  perform  their  duties  iis  the  present  one  "  ."^o  .«a_v  ail  who  know  Mr. 
Koenig. 

"Ground  was  broken  and  work  commenced  ye.sler  lay  Ht  La  Cresent  and  near  llokah,  on  the  Southern  Minne- 
OOta  Railroatl." 

Oeiobor  6.  Charles  W.  Mamhall  (Uepiiblican),  and  James  Wbalen  ( Democrat),  oandldaioo  for  Assembly  by 
tho  Boalaations  of  party  convent inn.s  for  thin  .Visombly  DUtiiot  (laoludiog  La  Crosse  and  MottNO  Ooaatlio),  a  OOB- 
paifB  or  ooetoot  of  uousual  aad  uoprecedented  biltoraooo  and  aoToritv  wao  inauguratod. 

Tho  aaw  mill,  plooiog  mill  and  lumber  pilot  of  Mooon.  Butinek  &  Brother  wen  boraod  la  Movth  La  Croooo 
OB  Moodur  aftoniooB  Oolobw  4    Loos  $82,000 ;  no  inauraaoa." 

Ob  Thuroday,  Oetobor  14,  ISftS,  w  ozeunlon  party  of  MUwsakooaat,  ooeortod  by  tho  Milwaukoo  Light  Ooard 
and  Band,  Tiaitod  Ia  Crosse  to  celebrate  the  railroad  opening,  and  were  entertained  at  the  Augusta  Hou^e.  The 
speeches,  etc.,  occurred  after  'supper  in  Barron's  Hall.  After  the  meeting,  the  excuraionists  proceeded  on  boats 
Northern  Light  and  Northom  BoUo  to  Sc  Paul.  Tho  La  Crooio  BMe  Oonpaay,  ooiamandwl  by  Ool.  Tboodoro  Bodoif, 

performed  escort  ser?ice. 

On  <i.'t-.).,'r  iL'.  iii;irroNi  iti  i.ii  <'rn.<He,  at  the  renidence  of  tho  blido'o  fbthor  by  tho  Bav.  I.  C.  Shonrin,  Hr. 
Alexander  .McMillan  and  Misn  Sarah  L.  Parker,  all  of  La  Cro4se. 

November  10.  C.  W.  Marshall  elected  Assemblyiiian  after  a  memorable  and  deplorably  bittor  QOBtOOt,  io  whioh 
too  much  truth  and  too  much  wickednoas  were  diHplayed.    Old  settlers  will  never  forget  it. 

■  Over  eight  hundred  men  aroat  work  on  'be  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad." 

Tho  Stato  CoDTontioa  of  Congwytioaal  ministers  and  dologatoo  hrid  ia  La  Crosaa  in  lattor  pait  of  Ootohor  wao 
•a  latmotiag  oroat  fbr  La  Cnooo,  aad  tho  hospitality  of  its  ctStoao  did  laaeh  to  diaaoninata  throug^ioat  tho  Siata 
ibfonMa  taipiwrtoaa  of  La  Croaoo. 

Tha  doodoa  af  Hoa.  C.  C  Waohburno  to  a  thbd  tana  in  Congroos.  with  hit  brathor  snhn  B.  Wt^harae.  ia 
Illinois,  aad  hU  brothor  Isvaal  Waahbaraa,  ta  Mala,  dicitad  aioay  oompliatoataiy  aotiooa  of  thooa  fhoioaa  brothen. 

Of  the  year  1859,  very  few  newspaper  itein.s  can  be  gleaned  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
when  three  daily  newspapers  were  ushered  into  existence.  Before  we  go  into  particulars  as  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  established,  we  will  refer  to  the  closing  year  of  the  La  Crosse 
Weekly  National  Democrat,  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Blakeslec  and  ownership  of  Messrs. 
Blakeslee  &  Moore,  and  the  closing  year  of  the  La  Crosse  Weekly  Independent  Republican, 
under  the  management  and  ownership  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Rogers.  Both  of  these  papers  bad  been 
ably  oondueted,  oon&idering  the  means  and  patronage  at  command  of  publishers  in  a  new  and 
8par.«iely  scttlc  l  country.  The  characteristic  foature.s  of  the  two  papers  were  as  distinct  and  un- 
like as  tbeir  publishers.  The  National  Democntt  was  vigorous  and  stormy  ;  the  Independent 
RepubHean  was  steady  and  gritty.  Typographically,  Mr.  Rogers'  paper  kept  the  lead,  while 
the  local  and  general  news  as  well  as  the  literary  miaeellany  of  the  Republican  bad  been  admir- 
ably and  evenly  maintaineil  throughout  the  six  years  of  his  editorial  and  bu!*ines8  management. 
Its  patrons  stood  by  the  Republican  devotedly.  It  seems  to  have  been  judiciously  and  con- 
scientiously conducted.  In  the  meantime,  politics  had  assumed  an  unprecedentedly  intense 
form,  and  the  Republican  party  did  "carry  t!ie  war  into  Africa"  by  its  determiticil  resistance 
to  the  encroachments  of  the  Pro-slavery  Democracy.  The  Democratic  party  became  divided  by 
the  aggressife  movementa  of  the  Repnbliean  party,  which  derived  increased  strength  while 
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struggling  for  freedom  in  the  Territories  and  uming  to  establish  limitations  to  sIsTerr.  By  re- 
calling the  fact  that  1850  was  the  John  Brown  year  (when  he  was  executed  in  Virginia  for  hi$ 
invasion  at  Harper's  Ferry  with  less  than  a  score  of  followers),  our  readers  will  iinderstHnd  it 
was  a  year  of  intense  political  excitement,  when  hot-headed  men  of  both  political  parties  re- 
sorted to  extreme  measures,  which  provoked  retaliation  and  vengeance  in  many  forms. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  President  RucIwukiti.  whose  election  f)i-.  l?l;ikeslee  ha4l 
&T(Hred,  that  many  Deiuoo/ats  in  the  North  found  themselves  at  variance  with  the  pulicy  and 
Mtion  of  the  controlling  forces  of  the  Democratic  party  in  and  out  of  Congress,  on  aeooont  uf 
the  attempt  to  extend  slavery  into  the  Territories;  and  among  those  who  remonstrated  against 
the  policy  of  the  Aiitniiii-striition  was  the  energetic  editor  of  tlie  l,:i  Crosse  Xiifi'niitf  Demorrttt, 
whim  conscqueutly  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  zealous  supporter:}  of  Pre:iidcnt  Buchanan's 
administration  and  the  hostility  of  Democratic  officials  and  leaders  generally.  The  spring  elec- 
tion in  the  city  of  La  Crosse  had  resulted  in  the  election  of  James  T.  TiVndea,  a  rao<lerate  Dem- 
ocrat, as  Mayor,  and  it  is  worthy  of  record  that  Mayor  Lvndes  (who  was  subsequently  Mayor  in 
1872,  and  was  for  many  years  a  faluable  member  of  the  ^tate  Iknrd  of  Kormal  Sdiool  Regents, 
as  well  as  a  lawyer  of  considmable  prominenoe  and  a  citisen  of  great  personal  popvhurity),  was 
an  excellent  Mayor. 

The  Presidential  campaign  year  of  18GU  was  approaching,  when  the  people  would  decide  the 
'  qvestion  whether  slavery  should  be  sectional  or  national.  It  was  not  then  a  question  whether  free- 
dom should  be  sectional  or  national,  for  it  wji.s,  by  almost  common  consent,  understood  that 
free<lom  was  only  sectional  and  local,  and  had  no  existence  south  of  the  Ohio  River,  or  Masco 
and  Dixon's  line."  Frcetlum.  then,  was  onlv  claimed  for  the  Northern  States  and  Western  Ter- 
ricories,  and  even  in  tlio  North  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  made  every  citiien  a  slave-hunter.  In 
this  condition  of  itolitical  aff;iirs.  the  Administration-supporting  Democracy  deemed  it  advisable 
and  expedient,  and  perhaps  necessary,  to  have  in  La  Crosse  a  newspaper  which  would  bean  un- 
qualiBed  exponent  and  defender  of  President  Buchanan's  policy.  This  led  to  the  establishment 
of  the  La  Crosse  Daili/  Union  on  the  16th  of  October,  1859,  under  the  editorial  manageaient 
of  Mr.  A.  P.  Swineford,  who  had  previously  puhlished  a  paper  at  Albert  Lea.  and,  later,  at  La 
Crescent,  Minn.  The  publishers  of  the  Union  were  Messrs.  A.  i*.  Swineford,  U.  P.  Olin  and 
C.  P.  Sykes,  Mr.  Olin  havhig  charge  of  the  printing  oflBce,  and  Mr.  Sykes  attending  to  its 
business  uifuirs.  It  was  a  strong  team.  They  were  all  energtic.  industrious  and  plucky  men. 
The  business  condition  of  the  country  at  large,  of  the  Statu,  uf  the  county  or  of  the  city,  did 
not  justify  such  bold  enterprises  as  daily  newspapers  in  so  small  a  city  as  La  Crosse,  only  one- 
half  of  whose  population  required  newspapers  published  in  the  English  language  :  but  political 
necessity  demanded  "  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war"  for  the  contnd  of  the  field  for  future 
action.  The  year  Ifioi*  will  be  retueiobered  in  Wisconsin  as  a  dark  year  in  business.  The  crop* 
of  1858  were  so  slim  that  warehouses  along  the  lakes  stood  empty,  and  there  was  very  little 
grain  for  .shipment  to  market.    Bur  "pluck  "  in  "hard  times"  is  like  heroism  in  battle. 

The  Daili/  Independent  Republican  was  commenced  bv  Mr.  Rogers  October  25,  185U. 

Dr.  Blakeslee  commenced  the  publication  of  the  La  Orosse  l>a%  Democrat  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1859. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Sykes,  on  November  10, 1859,  purchased  Dr,  Blakeslee's  interest  in  the  Weokig 
National  Democrat  and  Doily  Democrat. 

Mr.  Olin  retired  from  the  UidoHy  and  was  snoeeeded  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  the  NatioiuU  Devh 
orrat.  Consolidation  resulted  in  the  Daihf  ami  Wi-ekh/  U)}inn  and  Demnrrat.  published  by 
Swineford,  Sykes  &  Moore,  and  thus  the  close  of  the  year  lSf)U  found  La  Crosse  with  urdy  two 
instead  of  three  daily  newspapers.  The  enterprise  manifested  by  La  Crosse  newspapers  at- 
tracted attention  throughout  the  country,  in  contrast  with  a  prevalent  diminution  and  curtail* 
ment  of  business  in  all  directions.  La  Crosse  has  ever  and  always  maintained  a  bold  and  steady 
front,  even  in  the  days  of  deepest  depression  in  the  country,  and  its  press  has  never  flinched  or 
fidtered  in  any  emergency.  The  oontinued  and  present  prosperity  of  La  Crosie  is  l*[gely  at- 
tributable to  the  courage  and  steadfiutness  of  those  who  nave  oondnoted  its  press.  VHiatever 
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my  be  said  of  La  Crosse  editor*  and  publisherB,  they  hftTe  been  compkmonAj  exempt  ftom 
fiuDtoefls  aod  fiuokeviBm. 

In  reriewing  the  memorable  evente  of  the  jeer  1859,  in  Le  Gnmef  we  must  not  omit  to 

mention  the  disastroua  fire,  which  consamed  the  large  double-frame  dwellings  of  Messrs.  Albert 
W.  Pettibone  and  Stephen  Martindale,  on  the  present  site  of  the  Universalist  Church,  south- 
west corner  of  Cass  and  Seventh  streets,  in  November,  1859,  on  which  occasion,  by  the  fall  of 
an  inclined  chimney  in  the  center  of  the  block,  after  its  rapports  had  been  burned  away,  two 
well-known  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  Mr.  William  B.  Ilanscorae  and  Mr.  Harry  Bradisih  (brother 
of  ex-Alderman  F.  P.  Bradish),  received  almost  fatal  injuries.  These  gentlemen  were  inside 
tbebailding,  rescuing  pr>  pcrty,  when  the  large  chimney  fell,  carrying  down  burning  floors  end 
timbers,  and  literally  burying  those  two  citizens  in  fire  and  fuel.  Mr.  Hanscorac's  recovery  is  a 
marvel  of  grace.  He  was  roasted  alive."  No  description  can  convey  a  full  idea  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  his  sufferings.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  a  fresh,  hale,  vigorous,  handsome  and 
enviable  man.  When  he  and  his  brilliant  bride  came  to  La  Crosse,  no  one  called  in  question 
the  frerjuent  remark,  "There  is  the  finest  couple  in  this  city."  This  terrible  casualty,  the 
marks  of  which  Mr.  Hanscome  will  carry  to  his  grave,  was  a  blight  upon  the  happiness  of  a 
&mily,  whoee  cares,  anxieties  and  sufferings,  growing  out  of  an  set  of  unselfish  h«roism,  have 
oever  been  accompanied  by  a  word  of  murmur. 

Mr.  Uarrj  Bradish,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  not  so  seriously  burned, 
but  received  a  seyere  injury  on  the  heed  bj  falling  timbers.  He  narrowlY  escaped  death.  He 
was  an  athletic  man  ;  and  during  the  surgical  and  medical  treatment,  It  inquired  four  able* 
lodied  watchers.    He  finally  recovered,  and  is,  we  trust,  good  for  many  years. 

In  the  ab.sence  of  complete  files,  we  cannot  supply  any  variety  of  press  items  for  the  year 
1869. 

At  the  fall  election  nf  1  s.')0,  .Jnhti  J.  McKay,  of  Spirta.  was  elected  Assemblyman;  and 
B.  £.  Hutchinson,  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  was  elected  State  ^Senator. 

The  year  I860  was  memorable  as  the  great  campaign  year,  which  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency,  and  a  Republican  Congress,  pledged  to  prevent  the  e.x- 
tension  of  slavery,  and  in  favor  of  maintaining  free  institutions,  and  free  labor,  and  free  soil  in 
the  Territories  and  new  Slates  of  the  Union.  It  was  a  red-hot  year  in  politics.  The  country 
was  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  Importance  of  tho  conHict ;  and  the  people  were  terribly  in  earn- 
est. The  press  of  La  Crosse  wa?  bound  to  have  it.s  share  in  the  campaiirn  clatter;  and  the 
political  forces  were  wide-awake,  and  in  no  mood  for  tame  methods  or  dull  work.  Everything 
bad  to  be  dished  up  smoking  hot;  as  no  one  would  tolerate  mild  words,  or  entertain  propositions 
or  suggestions  for  compromise,  except  the  few  Roll  and  Everett  men,  who  thought  it  might  be 
possible  to  harmonize  political  differences,  and  save  the  Union  by  a  soothing-sirup  policy,  when 
the  temper  of  the  Nation  was  such  as  to  baffle  all  ordinary  treatment.  The  press  of  the  entire 
country  entered  n  r  •  the  political  contest  with  alacrity,  and  was  stimulated  to  effort  by  the  de- 
mands of  the  people  for  distinct  and  positive  presentation  of  the  points  at  issue.  The  first  third 
of  the  year  i860,  was  occupied  by  discussions  and  controversies  as  to  the  merits  of  candidates 
for  nominations  by  the  several  political  parties,  for  President  and  Vice  President ;  and  after  the 
Xiitioriiil  Convcntif)ns  had  made  their  nominations,  until  the  elections  in  November,  mass-meet- 
ings, popular  demonstrations,  and  political  excitement,  in  sundry  and  divers  forms,  were  kept  up 
with  terrible  earnestness  and  intensi^.  La  Crosse  newspapera,  which  had  been  stirred  up  in 
October,  18.')9,  when  three  dailies  maoe their  appearance,  entered  the  year  1860  with  two  dailies; 
but  several  changes  occurred  in  their  ownership  and  management  early  in  1860.  The  health  of  Mr. 
Rogers  failed ;  and  with  the  necessity  of  retirement  from  labor  and  perplexity,  he  wisely  dis- 
pceedof  the  Independent  Republican  on  February  20,  1859,  .to  Mr.  Leonard  Lottridge,  who 
soon  associated  with  hirn  Mr.  Charles  Seymour,  under  the  firm  of  Lottridge  &  Seymour,  by 
whom  the  paper  was  edited  and  published  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  and  benefit ;  so  that  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  neither  had  any  aooonnt  to  present  to  the  other,  and  they  "jumped  ac- 
counts "  over  **  refireshments,"  Ifr.  Lottridge  snoeeeding  Mr.  Rogers  as  Pcetmaster,  and  Mr. 
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Seymour  continuing  the  newspaper.  To  this  day,  after  over  twenty  years  of  personal  and  po- 
litical fellowship,  neither  of  them  ever  admitted  that  the  other  li&s  a  fault.  What  one  says,  the 
Other  sweara  to ;  and  both  insist  that  this  is  a  grand  old  world  we  are  living  in,  and  good  enoogh 
for  anybody.  One  thing  is  certain,  there  waij  no  clash  or  conflict  in  the  Republican  during 
their  proprietorship  and  managemeDt.  All  was  serene  and  sacred.  The  consolidation  of  the 
Union  and  l>emoerat  did  not  resalt  tn  prolonged  harmony ;  for,  with  the  strife  between  the 
Buchanan  and  Douglas  wings  of  the  Democracy  for  political  supremacy,  there  came  new  ele- 
ments of  discord  into  that  newspaper  office,  April  28,  1860,  when  Mr.  Sykessold  out  his  interest 
in  the  concern  to  Mr.  Mark  M.  Pomeroj,  who  had,  as  editor  and  publisher  of  the  iioncou  (Wis.) 
Argtu^  and  as  oorrespondent  of  and  oontribntor  to  the  Milwaukee  JVSswt,  already  obtwoed  eott* 
sidcrnblc  notoriety  in  Western  journalism.  Mr.  Poraeroy  was  an  avowed  and  uncoinpromising 
supporter  of  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the  Presidencj.  Mr.  Swineford  was  opposed  to 
Douglas,  and  favored  Buchanan  and  Breckinridge  for  Prealdent  and  Yioe  Preddent.  Mr. 
Moore  was  rather  favorable  to  Douglas.  The  Union  and  Democrat  came  out  with  Swinefold't 
editorials  and  Poineroy's  f<litoria]s  iti  direct  and  bitter  conflict.  The  irrepressible  conflict  in 
the  Democratic  party  had  actually  appeared  in  the  consolidated  Union  and  Democrat  with  such 
intrasity  that  the  conoem,  which  was  staggering  under  pressing  debts,  was  bunted  wide  open, 
by  the  principal  creditors.  Messrs.  Noonan  &  McXab,  of  Milwaukee,  who  found  it  necessary  to 
seize  upon  the  property  and  close  up  the  establishment,  which  suspended  the  publication  of  the 

gaper  from  May  17  to  May  25,  1860;  when  Mr.  Swineford's  withdrawal  was  announced,  and 
Ir.  Pomeroy,  with  Mr.  Moore,  resumed  the  publication  daily,  until,  by  a  mutually  satisfactory 
arrangement  with  the  publishers  of  the  daily  and  weekly  Indfpi'ndent  Repuhlicati.  each  office 
commenced,  June  6,  1860,  publishing  a  tri-weekly,  the  Union  and  Democrat  on  3londays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridavs:  and  the  Ituiependeta  RefmiUean  on  Tuesdays,  l%undays  and  &t- 
ardaySi  in  lieu  of  two  dailies.    This  plan  worked  well. 

ft  gave  the  patrons  of  both  papers  a  city  daily  without  the  expense  of  two  dailies.  It 
reduced  the  expenses  of  both  newspaper  offices,  and  enabled  their  publishers  at  less  cost  to  give 
their  readers  better  papers.  The  same  prices  were  obtained  for  tri-weekly  advMtisements  that 
had  been  received  for  daily  publication.  The  telegraph  reports  cost  each  newspaper  one  half  of 
daily  reports  for  both  papers.  It  enabled  citizens,  for  the  expense  of  one  daily  paper,  to  learn 
all  that  was  going  on  in  both  political  parties,  and,  generally,  it  was  a  satisfiMtory  arrsngensnt 
for  the  public  and  a  profitable  one  for  the  publishet  s.  It  .was  sug^^ted  by  Mr.  Seymour,  be- 
tween whom  and  .Mr.  Pomeroy  there  was  no  personal  intercourse  or  acquaintance.  When  Mr. 
Lottridge  proposed  the  plan  to  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  latter  thought  it  impracticable,  as  both  would 
want  the  same  days  of  publication.  This  brought  the  answer  from  Lottridge  &  Seymour  that 
Pomeroy  &  Moore  could  have  first  choice  of  days.  Instantly  the  Union  and  Democrat  claimed 
Mondays,  Wedneadbys  and  Fridays,  and  left  the  best  three  days  of  the  week  for  the  Independent 
RepubHeaan,  The  price  of  subscription  was  9-^  per  yeur  fiv  each  paper,  $8  per  Tear  for  bodi 
papers.  BTorybody  approved  of  the  anrangement,  and  the  tri-weekly  plan  worked  satis- 
fiiotorily, 

In  the  spring  of  1860,  Mr.  Uarry  llayden  commenced  the  publication  of  the  La  Crosse 
Mirror  as  the  organ  of  the  Union  Conservative  party,  which  favored  the  election  of  such  dis- 
tinguished and  high-toned  gentlemen  to  the  Pre.iidency  and  Vice  Presidency  as  Hon.  John  Bell, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  respectively.  The  Bell  and  £verett 
electoral  ticket,  in  Wisconsin,  was  headed  by  Hon.  Hugh  Cameron,  of  La  Crosse,  and  theentiit 
Bell  and  Everett  par^  throughout  the  OOQiltry  was  mainly  composed  of  an  exceedingly  select, 
highly  respectable,  but  numerically  unimportant  class  of  Whig  gentlemen,  known  as  the  "  Silver 
Grays,"  who  never  took  part  in  turbulent  scenes,  and  whose  equanimity  and  complacency  offered 
little  resistance  to  the  encroachments  and  crudties  of  the  aggressive  pro-slavery  elements  in  die 
Democratic  party.  Still  there  was,  under  the  constitutional  provisions  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  1860,  with  four  or  more  Presidential  tickets  in  the  field,  the 
important  contingency,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  President  being  thrown  into  the 
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House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Bell's  chances  for  the  Presidency,  in  a  House  that  was  elected 
in  1858,  were  fully  equal  to,  if  not  better  than,  those  of  any  other  man.  This  point  was  visible 
to  the  naked  eye  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and.  therefore^  the  incentives  were  great  to  organize 
Bell  and  Everett  groups  in  each  and  all  of  SUtes,  with  an  abundant  supply  of  "lightning 
rods"  hoisted  high  above  the  lofty  turrets  of  their  "castles  in  the  air."  to  catch  the  Bell  light- 
ning, if  perchance  it  might  strike,  fiut  the  Bell  and  Everett  flash  passed  downward  swiftly, 
-and  soon  ▼tnislied  like  »  Imnrient  neteorolite,  md  with  it  also  went  the  muahrooni-like  La  Orosee 
Mirror,  which  had  been  published  as  a  daily  for  a  few  months  previous  to  the  election,  but 
which  went  to  its  eternal  rest  with  this  inscription  on  its  little  "  tum-stUD  " :  CUo  maturunif  dtp 
yOnium^  which,  in  ooramon  TeniMmlar  means    Sora  ripe,  soon  rotten.** 

Li  1860,  Mr.  John  Ulrich  honght  Mr.  Fisher's  interest  in  the  German  newspaper  Nord 
Stem,  and  thus  became  sole  proprietor  of  that  prosperous  journal,  which,  having  maintained  an 
independent  course  throughout  its  entire  career  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  acts  with  or 
against  any  political  party,  according  to  what  leems  best  for  the  country.  The  Nord  Stem  had 
thus  far  generally  acted  with  the  Democratic  organization,  but,  on  the  questions  :it  issue  before 
the  nation,  its  course  of  action  harmonized  with  that  of  the  party  which  strove  to  keep  the 
Territories  and  new  States  open  to  free  labor  and  dosed  against  slave  labor.  A  load  and  threat- 
ening howl,  accompanied  by  a  sham  funeral,  and  the  burial  of  the  Nord  Stem  in  effigy  in  the 
iiand  between  Front,  Jay,  Second  and  King  streets,  one  beautiful  evening  in  the  summer  of  18<10, 
when  Mr.  A.  Glassman  officiated  as  chaplain,  did  not  deter  Mr.  Ulrich  from  the  line  of  duty,  as 
lie  understood  it,  and,  after  the  war,  when  he  thought  proper  to  cat  loose  from  the  Repabliean 
organization,  he  went  with  his  former  allies  again,  until  they  in  turn  pursued  a  policy  that  com- 
pelled him  to  once  more  cut  adrift,  and  co-operate  with  the  party  which  sought  to  establish  hon- 
est money  and  soandearrency  throughout  the  ooantiy. 

That  year,  1860,  was  eventfel  in  many  respects,  hot  espeoially  so  in  reftrence  to  La  Orosse 
Joonialism. 

On  the  28th  of  Norember.  1860,  Mr  Mooro  retired  from  the  Union  and  Democrat  leaving 
Mr.  Pomeroy  sole  proprietor  and  editor,  who  **  dropped  oat  the  Union  "  and  sailed  his  enft 
•under  the  name  of  the  La  Crosse  Democrat. 

The  older  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  who  are  now  called  "  old  settlers,"  after  twentv  years  of 
residence,  are  aoeustomed  to  recall  the  peoaliarities  of  journalistie  controversy  of  uiose  days, 
when  candidates  on  either  ticket,  who  cotild  not  show  a  clean  record  from  the  time  they  were 
weaned  up  to  the  date  of  their  nominations,  confessed  long  before  election  day,  that  "  Jordon  is 
ahard  road  to  travel."  Mr.Pomeroj'smodeofnewspaper  warfiwewasoftheannmilstion  order.  His 
derision  was  rolentless ;  his  abase  was  refreshin;:  to  spectators;  his  victims  were  made  to  experience 
the  sensation  derived  from  a  passage  throu'^h  a  forty-liorse-power  smut  machine.  His  editorial 
attacks  or  assaults  were  not  so  full  of  ribaldry  as  ordinary  editorial  abuse  is,  but  he  put  stones 
inside  of  his  snowballs  and  torpedoes  under  his  jokes.  He  professed  to  be  in  fun,  whilehe  was  really 
wicked.  His  deviltry  was  so  amazin;:lv  irrepros-sibli.'.  that  it  oozed  out  of  Iiim  at  every  pore,  and 
jet  the  supply  in  all  cases  exceeded  the  demand.  Experienced  journalists  kept  saying  that,  in 
jnatore  life,  after  Pomeroy' s  superabnndance  of  '*  eassedness '*  shall  have  been  worked  off,  he 
would  become  a  forcible  writer.  He  first  came  to  La  Crosse  in  I860,  and  finally  left  it  in  1880, 
having  been  absent  several  years  in  New  York  and  Chicago.  During  the  existence  of  the  Green- 
back organization,  of  which  he  was  the  acknowledged  champion,  he  worked  off  considerable  of 
his  sarplas  vitality  as  a  successful  agitator,  as  he  had  preriously  oat-jeffed  Jelf  Davis  in  treason* 
able  utterances,  and  out-deviled  the  Devil  in  deviltry. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  is  now  extensively  and  enthusiastically  engaged  in  journalism  and  mining 
specalatioQS  in  Colorado,  where  it  is  alleged  he  has  achieved  influenoe  and  affloence.  In  what 
rnlf  or  capacity  he  may  next  conspicuously  appear,  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  can  alone 
foresee ;  but  while  he  lives,  and  possesses  ability  to  wield  pen  and  type,  he  will  never  be  found 
idle  or  passive.  A  moro  indastrioas,  intMatigable  and  irrepressible  joarnalist  never  lived.  He 
■contrives  to  make  his  views  known  to  a  mnltitade  of  people,  who  regard  him  as  an  orade,  while 
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he  is  equallj  certain  to  elicit  denunciation  from  the  larger  portion  of  the  public,  as  a  disorgaa- 
inng  and  tnrbnlMit  dflment  in  the  body  poKtie.  While  aiming,  generally,  to  promote  die  pab- 
lio  welfiune  and  Indiridoal  happiness,  he  keeps  so  prominently  in  view  some  favorite  hobby  of 

questionable  soundness  or  unquestionable  unsoundness,  that  bia  constituents  have  sometirae" 
been  so  largely  outside  of  the  established  political  organizations  as  to  be  counted  among  agra- 
rians, communists^  destrnotionists  and  Jacobins. 

Whether  be  was  so  mentally  and  morally  con<<tructed  as  to  render  it  impossible  f'^r  liira  to 
act  with  any  of  the  recognized  political  organizations  of  his  times  or  not,  he  has  always  seen 
fit  to  strike  oat  on  his  own  line  of  policy,  and  be  a  leader  among  his  followers,  instead  of  being 
a  fi>IIower  of  those  who  desired  to  he  his  leaders.  He  has  always  manifested  a  cheerf  :!  r.  n  i:- 
ness  to  aid  airl  trifounige  the  worthy  in  need,  and  at  the  same  time  has  been  quick  ari'i  it  l-  ut- 
less  in  traducing  good  citizens  against  whom  he  has  had  no  other  grievance  than  their  uuwill- 
ness  to  co-operate  in  promalgating  his  principles,  which  did  not  aooord  with  their  ideas  of  a 
sound  public  policy.  Neverthele-is,  it  must  be  truthfully  said  that  no  editor  or  publisher  in 
Wisconsin  ever  obtained  so  large  a  circulation  for  his  newspaper  or  publication,  as  Mark,  M. 
Pomeroy  obtained  for  the  La  Crosse  Pemoerai  in  1868,  and  Pomeroi/*$  Democrat  In  1879-60. 

So  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  loyal  masses  of  the  North  was 
Mr.  Pomeroy  during  the  war,  that  in  18«I4,  the  total  circulation  of  the  La  Crosse  weekly  Dem- 
ocrat  was  only  fifteen  quires  of  paper,  or  3<i0  copies,  but  after  the  war  was  over,  its  circulation 
steadily  and  rapidly  rose  until,  in  1868,  before  he  established  a  daily  and  weekly  newspaper 
office  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  La  Crosse  weekly  Di'morrat  had  a  circulation  of  I'M)  renras 
of  paper,  or  91,200  copies.  These  facts  and  figures  are  verified  by  Mr.  Milo  J.  Pitkins,  who 
was  then  pressman  in  the  Democrat  office,  and  is  now  pressman  in  the  Mepubtiean  and  Leader 
office,  in  La  Gros.sf.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  disparage  and  snear  at  Mr.  Pomerov's 
ability  must  concede  tliat  he  has,  by  business  energy,  journalistic  enterprise  and  editorial  fjrce. 
commanded  and  arrested  public  attention  to  an  enviable  and  unequaled  degree,  and  to  deny  or 
withhold  this  merited  ooneession  is  nigust,  unmanly  and  foolish. 

He  made  a  black  mistake  when  he  left  La  Crosse  and  went  to  New  York  City,  for  while 
he  remained  at  La  Crosse,  he  sustained  about  the  same  relations  to  the  South  that  were  ac- 
corded to  Parson  Brownlow,  of  the  Knoxville  (Tenn.)  Whit/,  \n  the  North:  for  both  were 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  martyrdom,  as  exponents  of  rabid  sectionalism  in  the  camps  of  political 
opponents,  and  both  prosjipred  on  the  prejufltces  (if  their  friends  and  enemies.  When  Mr. 
Pomeroy  went  to  2^ew  York,  he  found  strong  competitors  for  Southern  sympathy  and  support 
in  publishers  of  the  Ben  Wood  stamp,  and  was  no  longer  the  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den,"  as  he 
was  in  the  hot>bed  of  politics  that  harmonised  with  the  oommunities  which  supplied  his  sab* 
scribers. 

But  distinguished  Democratic  leaders,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  hail 
encouraged  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  believe  that  if  he  selected  the  metropolis  as  his  base  of  operations, 
he  would  be  the  controlling  element  in  the  Deraocranc  party.  At  that  time  Tweed  w  is  Dicra- 
tor  in  New  York  City,  and,  through  the  Tammany  or«inisation,  was  able  to  bestow  or  deny 
oity  fiivors  and  patronage  of  great  value  to  the  press.  One  of  Mr.  Pomeroy's  first  nets  in  New 
York — or  it  might  more  correctly  be  said  that  his  arrival  in  New  York — was  the  beginning  of 
war  against  Tweed  and  the  Tammany  ring  of  New  York  <'ity  thieves,  which  did  Pomeroy  more 
harm  than  it  did  Tweed,  who  prevented  Pomeroy's  newspaper  from  sharing  in  the  benefits  that 
wwe  so  generously  bestowed  upon  many  journals  that  treated  the  "Boss  "  more  kindly,  or 
with  les^  si'vi  rity.  Truth  demands  the  statement  that  the  facts  published  I)y  /'  ■///••r  -//'*  Demo- 
crat, which  exposed  the  corruption  that  subsequently  sent  Tweed  and  several  of  his  accomplices 
to  prison,  and  drove  many  others  into  exile,  to  conceal  or  squander  their  ill-gotten  gains,  three 
the  first  light  apon  the  rascalities  of  the  celebrated  Tweed  and  Taamnny  ring  in  New  York 
City,  but  the  public  generally  regarded  those  attacks  of  Mr.  PoraerAy  as  efforts  to  obtain  not«v 
riety,  or  as  malicious  attempts  to  take  revenge  upon  Tweed  for  refusing  newspaper  patronage. 
It  is  indeed  creditable  to  Bfr.  Pomeroy  that  he  was  the  first  to  expose  the  villainous  doings  «f 
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the  Democratic  leaders  ia  the  metropolis,  which  bad  lost  many  millions  of  dollars,  without  any 
«m  ebe  hmring  been  able  to  deteet  we  enonnou  leakages  in  the  treasury,  bat  it  is  net  oredit- 
able  to  him  that  his  stateiDMiti  eomuftnded  or  reodred  little  or  no  oonfideiiee  or  aerious  atten- 
tion among  the  public. 

However,  uie  reenit  was  good,  for  the  New  York  Tbn«9  Company  very  quietly  employed  a 
competent  deteettTO  and  accountant  to  investigate  the  charges  made  by  Pomeroy's  Democrat. 
Months  passed,  and  another  year  came  around  before  the  allegations  were  verified,  and  reduced 
to  order  and  business-like  statement.  But  the  work  had  been  carefully,  thoroughly  and  power- 
fcllj  performed,  and  then  the  New  York  Times  came  to  the  front  and  scattered  the  Tweed  and 
Tammany  forces  by  sbn^nel,  shot  and  shell  in  the  form  of  definite,  antbenticated  and  unde- 
niable statements. 

The  New  York  Timet  did  not  impair  or  weaken  the  fbree  of  its  charges,  by  mentioning  the 
action  of  Pomenjf't  Democrat ;  but  appropriated  to  itself  all  the  glory,  and  worked  up  the  case 
entirely  as  fresh  news.  Coming  from  a  reputable  journal,  which  had  staked  character  and 
capital  on  the  result,  its  charges  received  public  attention  ;  and  the  accu.sed,  first  arraigned  at 
the  hax  of  pnblie  opinion  and  next  at  the  bar  r)f  justice,  were  brought  to  grief.  Some  of  the 
culprits  were  convicted  and  imprisoned,  and  others  fleii.  The  New  York  Timeit  increased  its 
circulation  and  influence,  and  Pomeroy  was  ruined  by  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  publication 
of  his  daily  and  weekly  newspaper  in  New  Yoric  Ci^,  while  laboring  under  the  displeasure  of 
the  controlling  elements  of  his  party  in  the  metropolis,  merely  beMOSO  the  publio  would  not 
beUeve  the  Democrat^  but  believed  the  Time». 

Mr.  Tweed  felt  secure,  while  he  was  denounced  aa  a  knave  by  a  journal  that  had  more 
vehemently  traduced  President  Linooln  as  a  murdererf  and  Oen.  Butler  as  a  spoon-thief;  and 
profusely  covered  many  jrooil  citizens  with  malicioiis  and  unjust  accusation  ;  but  when  the  power- 
ful and  wealthy  combination  of  magnates,  which  controlled  the  affairs  of  a  million  of  people,  and 
sought  control  over  the  entire  country,  were  compelled  to  fitee  the  eharges  of  a  journal  of  estab- 
lished fairness  and  truthfulness,  the  day  of  reckoning  had  oomo,  and  the  people  took  the  business 
in  hand  and  put  an  end  to  the  iniquity. 

Those  who  attempt  to  arraign  others  before  the  publio  on  aoeusation  must  be  just  and 
truthful,  or  the  party  assailed  will  be  the  gainer  by  the  attack.  It  is  a  circumstance  which  ia 
worthy  of  consideration,  for  it  shows  conclusively  that  the  accusations  and  statements  of  a  journal 
or  of  journalists,  derive  their  chief  value  and  force  troni  the  character  and  reputation  of  the 
anther  or  souroe  of  accusation ;  and  that  the  harmlessness  of  a  careless,  or  unjust  or  malicious 
persecutor  or  proeecutor,  is  the  natural  antidote  for  the  bane  of  indiscriminate  slander,  disparage- 
ment, denunciation  and  vituperation,  which  many  wrong-headed  journalists  imagine  is  so  wither- 
ing and  destrnetive  as  to  annihlkte  liieir  vietims ;  while,  in  fact  and  reality,  the  simple  utterance 
ef  doubt,  based  on  a  verified  fact  worthy  of  attention,  by  a  truthful,  just  and  reasonable  journal, 
touching  the  integrity  of  an  individual,  or  an  organization,  or  even  a  political  party,  is  sure  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  a  discriminating  community  and  lead  to  explanation  and  correction. 

After  an  unsatisfactory  experienoe  in  publishing  newspapers  in  New  York  and  Chicago, 
Mr.  Pomeroy  re  established  his  paper  at  La  Crosse,  in  April.  1870,  and  continued  its  publication 
here  until  Ajpril,  1880,  when,  by  the  disasters  that  overtook  his  firm,  the  paper  was  suspended. 
During  the  last  six  months  of  its  publication,  Pomeroy*9  Democrat  had  a  circulation  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  copies,  according  to  official  records  of  postage  paid,  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  about  9^,000  per  annum.  These  facts  are  sufiScient  to  indicate  that  his  ability  to 
attract  the  attention  of  lai^  numbers  of  readers  is  well  established ;  and  if  it  hi  alleged  that  his 
writings  are  not  of  a  useful  or  elevating  eharacter,  no  one  can  deny  they  were  fully  up  to  the 
requirements  antl  dcraunds  of  his  constituents  and  patrons.  From  what  we  have  stated,  it  may 
well  be  imagined  tltat  the  advent  of  a  man  of  Mr.  Pomeroy's  qualities,  in  the  field  of  La  Crosse 
joumaliam,  m  1860,  neeessitated,  on  the  part  of  his  newspaper  opponents,  a  task  that  was  not 
altogether  easy  or  monotonous,  especially  as  Mr.  Pomeroy  brought  to  his  work  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  printing  business  in  all  of  its  branches ;  and  was  systematic,  orderly,  temper- 
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ate,  indinUioos,  vi^iknt  «nd  vigoroiu,  rad  brimful  of  deviltry  and  eonedneas,  which  flafofei 
audi  of  his  editoml  inrodnctions.    The  best  proof  of  his  eood  treatment  of  employee  k  that 

many  of  them  have  remained  in  his  service  from  eight  to  fifteen  years,  and  to  this  day  regard 
him  as  a  model  newspaper  man.  His  extravagance  in  office  outfit  and  decorations  is  notorious, 
and  has  often  added  to  his  business  embamsMBeots ;  but  do  man  ever  took  greater  pleasare  m 
"  keeping  square  with  the  world,"  when  in  funds  to  "face  the  music."  He  is,  nml  ever  was.  a 
great  worlier,  and  a  bard  fighter  in  journalism ;  and  many  of  those  who  have  had  no  word  of 
kindness  for  Mark  M.  Pomeroy  may  well  regret  they  could  not  equal  bin  in  the  indnstrj* 
devotion  and  abili^  with  which  he  carried  and  caniea  on  his  war&re  with  avowed  or  sapposed 
enemies  and  opponents. 

The  La  Crosse  Independent  Bepublican^  edited  and  published  until  the  end  of  18t>l,  by 
Leonard  Lottridge  and  Charles  Seymoar,  and  subsequently  for  many  yean  as  the  La  Crosse 
Republican,  by  Charles  Seymour,  as  a  square  and  thoroughgoing  Republican  journal,  did  never 
succeed  in  eliciting  manv  compliments  at  the  hands  of  the  Democrat,  and  although  Mr.  Pomeroy 
frankly  conceded  that  Mr.  Lottridge  was  an  excellent  man,  the  impression,  in  some  way  or  an- 
other, became  })revulent  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  slightly  prejudiced  against  Mr.  Seymour,  and 
that  this  lack  of  friendly  regard  was  partially  reciprocated.  Such  was  the  general  inipre??ion. 
and  it  was  ultimately  confirmed  by  certain  expressions  in  both  papers,  which  occasionallydropped 
remarks  that  might  be  omistraed  into  something  short  of  fraternal  affection.  Well,  the 
truth  is,  they  never  did  finish  their  sketches  of  one  another's  peculiarities,  and,  finally,  they 
postponed  their  "finishing  touches"  until  the  next  edition  of  "Webster's  Unabridged" 
might  supply  language  adequate  to  do  justice  to  all  concerned.  ' 

Mr.  Lottridge  was  never  a  oontentioas  man.  It  is  his  nature  to  adjust  and  harmonise  er 
prevent  difficulties,  and  this  fnrto  or  trait  has  always  been  one  of  the  strong  pointa  which  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  bis  success  in  political  complications.  The  writer  of  this  has  known  him 
long  and  well,  and  never  knew  him  to  break  fiuUi  or  play  donble^hnffle.  Often  he  has  had  ee> 
casion  to  compel  defeated  political  aspirants  to  feel  aggrieved  by  his  course,  especially  if  he  haa 
had  a  well-formed  plan  to  execute,  and,  in  so  doing,  lias  deemed  it  necessary  to  keep  his  own 
counsel  and  let  developments  or  results  determine  the  wisdom  of  his  action  ;  but  no  man  could 
ever  tmthfolly  accuse  him  of  treachery  or  duplicity.  He  will  go  down  into  defeat  with  his 
friends  as  gracefully  as  he  rises  to  the  exultation  of  victory  ;  but  he  is  generally  nn  the  winning 
side  of  any  contest  in  which  he  eni^UM.  Still*  he  is  sometimes  a  practical  joker,  and  then  it  is 
not  safi»  to  prediet  what  ha  will  do.  Thoao  who  know  his  pecaliarities  always  get  ready  to  dodge 
lightning  when  "Leonard,**  in  his  efforts  to  smother  laughter,  "winks  wi^  his  no»e,"  as  Ospt. 
Joseph  S.  El  well  once  remarked.  On  one  occasion,  in  1860,  he  inserted,  to  the  hornet-like  irri- 
tation of  Pomeroy  and  the  Democraty  a  venemous  squib  in  the  Republican,  just  as  he  was  lear* 
ing  La  Creese  on  one  of  his  simi-ooearional  visits  to  his  farm  in  we  town  of  Flsnnington,  and, 
after  a  few  days'  absence,  in  which  Pomeroy  and  Seymour  had  a  "  discussion  "  of  considerable 
pungency,  Lottridge's  return  elicited  a  complimentary  notice  from  the  Democrat,  which  regretted 
that  the  "gentlemanly  senior"  of  the  Mepubliecm  could  not  go  out  of  town  without  his  turbn* 
lent  partner  getting  up  a  nasty  fi|^t  between  that  paper  and  the  Democrat.  By  a  similar  proc* 
ess.  Lottridge  &  Taylor,  a  dozen  years  later,  "for  a  lark,"  stirred  up  George  W.  Peck,  then 
chief  editor  of  the  Democrat^  to  pitch  into  Seymour,  who  was  temporarily  left  in  charge  of  the 
RepiMietm  and  Leader^  for  the  fan  of  seeing  a  "  first  class  row  between  rival  aowapapers. 
"  George  Washington  "  surrendered  handsomely  when  he  ascertained  **  who  firowad  dat  briekbat," 
for  he  likes  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men. 

In  those  times  (I860  to  186:!),  the  printing  and  newspaper  offices  {Democrat  and  ReotA- 
Uean)  occupied  the  third  story  of  Junean  Block.  The  RepviUean  oflioe  waa  in  the  soothem 
room  and  the  Democrat  in  the  northern  room.  Between  the  two  offices  was  a  space  for  fuel, 
etc,  which  finally  led  to  the  announcement  b^  the  Republican  of  the  dissolution  of  co-partnership 
that  the  Democrat  seemed  d^rmined  to  maintain  in  the  woodpile.  Soma  strange  proceedings  oc- 
curred through  the  proximity  of  the  two  offices.   On  one  ocoaaion  (in  1862),  daring  the  mm- 
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paign  for  the«leeltoii  of  CoogrMsmaD  in  tbe  old  Sixth  District,  which  then  embraced  the  whole  of 
Western  Wiwoniin  north  of  Crawford,  Richland  and  Sauk  Counties,  Pomeroy  secretly  arranged 
with  a  Democratic  pressman  in  the  Republican  office  for  an  extra  edition  of  2,000  copies  of  the 
La  Crosse  Weekly  Republiean^  in  which  they  inserted  a  ouiumn  of  editorial  disparagement  of  the 
Repablican  candidate  for  Congress,  in  the  place  of  an  article  of  the  same  length  in  support  of  the 
same  candidate.  The  papers  were  circulated  in  remote  counties  in  the  district  a  fortnight  before 
the  election,  but  the  trick  havine  been  discovered  in  time  to  be  counteracted,  it  nltimatelj 
worked  to  the  heoefit  of  the  Repnbliean  candidate. 

That  was  considered  a  fair  offset  for  an  acrostic  that  was  contributed  by  one  of  the  Repub- 
lican force  to  the  Democrat  about  gorgeous  sunsets  and  rainbow  hues,  with  an  awfully  bad  opin- 
ion about  "  Brick  Pomeroy  "  in  the  first  capital  letters  o^  the  lines.  It  was  good,  steady  work 
for  a  lively  committee  in  each  office  to  keep  watdi  of  torpedoes  in  various  forms  from  the  ene> 
my's  camp.  Juneau  Block  at  that  time  was,  by  common  consent,  the  seat  of  political  deviltry, 
and  those  who  did  not  enjoy  the  fun  either  had  vulnerable  points  or  were  thin  skinned.  But  La 
Crosse  bad  tbe  benefit  of  wide  pnblidtj  to  its  oconrrencos,  and  tbe  press  of  this  and  snrronnd* 
ing  States  sometimes  "  mixed  in  "  our  fights,  but  generally  helped  along  tbe  fight.s  between  tbs 
La  Crosse  newspapers.  Milwaukee  nsnally  favored  tbe  Democrat^  and  Chicago  backed  tbe  R§' 
pubUean.  The  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  and  the  Davidson-Rnmsey  Packet 
Company  bestowed  their  patronage  liberally  upon  the  Jhmeent  ofTici  ,  whose  presses,  type  and 
printing  materials  for  several  years,  it  is  alleged,  were  owned  by  an  officer  of  both  of  those  com- 
panies. 

At  this  period  in  its  existence,  the  Republican  commanded  widespread  notice  because  of 
its  opposition  to  certain  mctbofls  which  it  avowed  prevailed  among  the  principal  wheat-buyers 
of  the  region,  to  the  detriment  of  minor  purchasers.  The  fight  was  a  bitter  one,  and  proved  a 
ctady  nndertaking  to  the  RejnMieant  whose  only  profit  appears  to  have  been  the  acquirement 
of  reputation  for  boldness  and  perseverance  in  the  advocacy  of  what  it  esteemed  the  right. 

in  the  spring  of  1864,  the  Republican  was  improved  by  the  addition  of  steam  presses, 
engine,  etc.,  being  the  first  of  the  kind  in  La  (Jrussu.  The  office  was  removed  into  the  double 
fiame  bniltUng  on  tbe  west  side  of  Front  street,  and  entered  upon  what  was  hoped  would 
prove  an  era  of  pecuniary  and  journalistic  success.  But  in  June,  only  a  few  weeks  after  the 
removal  was  effected,  the  building  and  contents  were  burned  to  the  ground,  involving  a  total 
less,  excepting  in  tbe  matter  of  an  insurance  guarantee  of  9S,000  on  press  and  engine,  to 
secure  a  chattel  mortgage  placed  thereon.  The  origin  of  this  fire  was  regarded  by  many  to  be 
incendiary,  the  occasion  being  coincident  with  Mr.  Seymour's  approval  of  the  policy  of  the 
City  Council  in  disbanding  a  certain  fire  company,  and  there  are  those  who  went  still  further  in 
their  opinions.  At  all  events  the  loss  wss  a  heavy  one  to  the  proprietor  of  the  office,  and  the 
history  of  the  destruction  of  this  property  forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  suggestive 
pages  in  the  varied,  and  by  no  means  uneventful  record  of  the  press  in  La  Crusse. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  tendered  pecuniary  aid  by  severy  of  the  leading  men  of  the  ci^,  but 
this  he  courteously  declined,  on  the  ground  that  =o  long  as  the  privileges  and  blessings  of  chat- 
tel mortgages  remained  available,  he  could  not  become  obligated  to  any  faction  or  individual. 

The  causes  whieh  Isd  to  theso  serious  and  most  lamentable  complications  in  tbe  relations 
of  tbe  cotemporaries  of  La  Crosse  at  last  succumbed  to  the  resistless  force  of  time,  and  a  less 
personal  condition  of  affairs  prevniled.  The  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  passed  into  new 
hands,  and  Mr.  Seymour  no  longer  felt  called  upon  to  urge  the  necessity  of  greater  justice  to 
whoover  chose  to  enter  the  domain  of  trade,  and  the  contest  between  the  rival  journals  became 
a  political  one.  Tne  Republican  recovered  from  its  staggering  misfortune,  and,  in  1871,  was 
consolidated  with  the  Leader^  after  the  latter  had  been  for  two  years  in  operation  in  La  Crosse. 

War  timss  are,  ever  and  always,  times  of  great  intensity  of  feeling,  widi  small  tolerance. 
The  employment  of  military  forces  in  the  settlement  of  differences  is  accompanied  by  exultation 
over  victories  or  sadness  under  defeat  and  disaster.  The  war  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  rebellious  States  of  the  South,  from  the  spring  of  1861  to  the  spring  of 
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1865,  at  first  found  the  people  of  the  North  generally  united  in  efiwts  to  nuntain  thoMrthority 

of  the  General  Government  and  the  integrity  of  the  republic,  but,  as  the  years  passed  away, 
with  enormous  losses  of  blood  and  treasure,  without  aupr  clear  prospect  of  squelching  the  rebell- 
ion, the  year  1864  found  the  people  of  the  North  ^Tided,  and,  while  their  armiei  wore  stmi;- 
gling  to  e*ubdue  thOM  of  the  South,  the  latter  wwi  ■tiDulatc  l  and  encouraged  by  the  active 
sympathy  and  co-operation  derived  from  public  assurances  of  a  determined  purpose  on  the  part 
of  a  portion  of  the  North  to  terminate  the  war  by  negotiating  for  peace  on  any  terms.  The 
eziatence  of  siioh  dlssenriona  and  differenoea  in  the  North,  soon  led  to  acta  that  were  more  or  less 

l^aracterized  by  tho  spirit  of  war  in  various  portions  of  the  North. 

Incendiari&m,  raids  and  robberies  were  committed  in  several  of  the  Northern  States,  and 
inch  was  tiio  feeling  engendered  by  yeara  of  fiuniliarity  with  destraotion  of  life  mod  propeny, 
that  some  newspapers  in  the  North  aaA>Gated  retalifttioa  upon  Union  men  for  the  deatmction  of 
lives  and  property  in  the  South. 

The  La  Crosse  Democrat  was  one  of  the  prominent  assailants  against  the  policy  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  its  editor  and  pablisher  beeame  conspicnooa  for  his  malignant  nttadn  npon 
President  Lincoln,  Avho  was  denounced  as  "  the  widow-maker."  In  order  to  take  revcnjje  up^n 
the  liepublk-an  for  its  utterances,  it  only  required  an  editorial  intimation  that  "  the  Union  men 
were  carrying  the  torch  through  the  South  and  devastating  the  property  of  Southern  people, 
and,  as  it  was  a  game  that  two  oould  play  at,  the  sooner  Northern  men  had  a  taste  of  their  own 
])hyHic,  the  quicker  they  would  learn  now  such  things  worked  "  (or  words  to  that  effect),  and  the 
announcement  in  threatening  or  admonitory  form  by  the  local  editor  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Sey- 
mour, of  the  Jttf^nii&an,  would  soon  regret  the  course  he  had  taken  against  the  disbanded  fire 
company. 

After  the  Democrat  passed  into  the  absolute  control  of  Mr.  Pomeroy,  its  political  course 
was,  for  awhile,  as  unstable  as  when  it  had  several  editors  of  conflicting  views.  It  was 
"mixed"  on  the  question  of  secession. 

The  La  Crosse  Democrat  of  December  24,  1860,  edited  and  publi^shed  by  M.  M.  Pomeroy. 
in  a  lengthy  editorial,  under  the  heading  of  The  Present  Crisis,"  upon  receipt  of  news  that 
South  (^roHna  had  seceded  from  the  Union,  said : 

We  <;  in(<-ni!  tliMl  nn  Slate  ihi?  ri^ht  to  secede — nn  right  to  dsdan  kwitlf  frtS  frlMi  th«  laVS  wUch 
gorern  the  Union;  and  every  nane  luan  must  insist  upon  this  principle. 

The  leading  editorial  of  the  Demoerat  of  December  26,  1860,  nndw  the  heading  of  "  Our 
Preaident,"  oommeneed  thna : 

What  a  weak  and  imbedlc  old  (bol  Jim  Bnohanaa  is.    There  he  aits  in  his  8ofl-bottom«d  chair  daj  after  dsf. 

permitting  secession,  Ireuon  and  disunion  to  grow  under  his  very  eyes,  and  malces  no  move  to  quell  it.    He  is  sskM 

to  re  rnfdrco  Port  Moultrie;  and  he  orders  the  commatiilant  In  siirrender  soon  as  attack  \»  inadf,  -u  an  noi  to  imbroil 
the  I  uion  in  a  civil  war,  .Iiimes  Hiichiinan  is  a  traitor  in  hia  cnunlry — traitor  to  his  party — ii  traiiur  to  hi«  word. 
*  *  •  We  would  a  liiuiilrcil  iiiiics  rai iier -^ii:  ii  licinfi  'n  ■'irelcli  the  stirt'ness  out  of  his  neck,  an  l  nil  prav.-r*  tfut 
asoend  to  hearen  (on  the  day  lie  has  appointed  for  fasting  and  prajerj  should  hare  at  the  close  of  each  senieace  the 
words,  •*  Sare  our  oountry,  but  damn  vat  fttMmt." 

"Brick's"  hatred  of  Presidents  seems  to  be  a  chronic  disease.  Tie  wanted  Bnehaasn 
hung,  Lincoln  assassinated,  Grant  declared  ineligible,  and  Hayes  pronounced  an  usurper. 

The  Democrat  o{  January  11,  1861,  in  its  leading  editorial,  under  the  heading  of  "Go«^ 
eion,"  aaid: 

Coeroioa  Is  a  aNttj  thing  to  tailc,  but  that  Bam*  coeroion  wili  be  a  dangsrons  thing  to  put  in  praetici  at  ^ 

present  junotarw.   It  is  a  dangerous  tool  to  handle  nnder  an  j  eiroamstanees ;  and  with  the  present  state  of  sflairi  ii 

ciiiiuol  he  eUe  than  the  opctiing  nceiic  of  a  harvest  of  blood.  Even  if  .Si>uili  Cariilina  iitoo*!  alone  dj.)  . i^'J  to  ik* 
Norlli,  Coercion  would  he  nut  only  iuipracticaUti",  hut  iinporissihli'.  Lpi  Ihe  tirst  lortin  of  war  •iuiind.  an  !  tiiere  woulJ 
pour  into  the  I'almeltD  Siftle  an  array  of  men  tU\\  could  never  be  c  iri  [urred  :  and  we  believe  thni  if  a  iemand 
made  upon  Wisconsin  to-daj  for  troops  to  luigmeni  the  United  States  armjr  for  such  a  purpose,  for  everjr  one  ibat 
volunteered,  ten  would  b«  fooiid  fMdj  to  take  th«ir  Bvsketi  and  ataad  dd«  bj  aide  with  the  Cteollaiws  ia  dsftn 
of  their  independence. 

South  Carolina  has  not  left  the  Union.   Slit  has  bsso  forced  OQt,  and  once  out  it  will  be  so  ehUd'a  plaj  t*  ftiM 
bar  baok.  8b«  bas  baaa  for«ed  out  for  bor  own  protoetion  and  bor  own  oalbtj,  and  tbo  fordag  ptoeeio  will  aot 
Ibocc,  tte.  *  *  *  Tbo  timo  Ibr  eooroloa  Is  posiad,  aad  wo  do  aot  baliofo  tboto  oats  bo  flMuid  loa  aoo  ta  !!• 
Nortb,  of  aooad  niud,  wbo,  if  tb^  apoko  tboir  b«MM  oobTiotioao,  would  sot  proflv  to  soo  ovtiy  Slave  8iaU  vitk* 
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dnw,  and  tto  dlvidiog  lio*  iMre  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  crow  Ui«  BldQT  MoaatalBt,  tad  rawwd  to  the  Pkcifie, 
with  •  Mortlkani  Mid  a  Soathtn  OoBllHlMrMy,  thui  th«  tlightait  mom  Ivmtd  aa  attMipt  to  flo«i«e  South  CaroUn* 
into  tbo  UaloB. 

The  Dentoerat  of  JMiinry  14,  1861,  poUished  » Indmg  editorial  onder  tiie  heeding  of 
«  Has  a  State  a  Right  to  Secede  ?"    It  said : 

We  believe  in  the  right  of  woeHion — peaceable  ■eoeosion.  Call  na  a  Moeesiooint  or  what  jou  pleaae.  Wo 
believe  the  constitution  gives  the  right  of  seoeaaioa.  •  *  •  *  If  teeession  wati  juatlflable  in  1779t 
mhj  aot  ia  1860-61 1  •  *  •  •  All  oar  oiroa  waatod  wao  to  bo  lot  aloao,  and,  if  tho  Sooth  it  oob> 
lMt«iththal,«ohavoiMright,if  noTolaolHb.  to  iBlorfero.  •        •  o  Wo  aro  oppooed.  in  tote, 

to  Jbreiog  a  Sute  to  remain  where  ahe  ia  determined  not  to. 

In  the  next  column  of  the  Democrat  was  a  quotation  from  Horace  Greeley's  article  in  the 
New  York  Tribune,  in  favor  of  granting  peaceable  secession  of  States  that  desired  to  leave  the 
Union.  No  one  can  estimate  the  enoant  of  mischief  that  was  done  by  Mr.  Greeley  in  mialead* 
ing  the  South  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  North,  which  was  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  Union  at 
any  cost.  His  ill-advised  course  caused  much  confusion  for  awhile  among  Northern  journals  of 
boor  political  parties. 

War  came,  and  the  citisens  of  La  Crosse  "  assembled,  on  the  evening  of  April  22,  1861, 

en  moMe  in  the  Sinj^ers'  Garden,  to  declare  their  devotion  to  the  H'lt;  of  their  country,  and  their 
determination  to  guard  and  protect  the  families  and  property  of  tiic  gallant  men  in  the  La  Crosse 
Light  Guard,  who  volunteered  into  the  service  of  the  Republic.  This  meeting  resulted  in 
raising  about  $4,000  for  the  families  of  voluntocr^i  tlni-*  withdrawn  from  vocations  of  peace  and 
indostry.  Men  of  all  parties  combined  in  this  patriotic  demonstration,  in  which  Mr.  Ponieroy 
cordially  participated.  It  will  not  do  to  overlooK  Hr.  Pomeroy*8  military  aid  and  comfort "  to 
the  Government. 

His  zeal  in  support  of  the  Union  was  best  displayed  by  the  Jhmocrat  of  April  26, 1861, 
in  the  following  call : 

Wisconsin  Tiqeba. — Two  haadfOd  anil  fourteen  men  are  wanted  to  enliat  as  Tolunteera  for  the  war,  to  form  a 
eonpaajr  of  "  Uorae  ZouaTea."  The  dreaa  lo  be  gray  panta ;  red  shirts  with  low  collar;  gray  mantle  lo  come  to  the 
wddleo  whon  awmntcd.  The  arms  of  the  company  to  be  a  minie  ritie,  two  revulvera  and  a  saber.  Iloraea  to  bO  baj 
er  brow*.  Tbooo  who  will  enlist  for  the  ontiro  war— be  it  short  or  kmg — wlio  oaa  follow  the  atyle  of  Marum's  mam— 
•ho  am  llfo,  If  nood  bo,  on  oao  moal  and  throo  figbto  a  day— or  more  (Igbt  and  hno  oal,  will  pleaao  oend  In  th^ 
ooBto  to  the  nndoHigBod.  Iho  oonpaay.  when  full,  to  elect  iu  ofBcen,  and  to  be  In  wadtaOM  to  mm/t  at  La  Cnooo 
ooeaaoarouiaadhoneseaDboftniBd.  The  proposed  name.  "  Wisconsin  Tigers, '  will  inaBoto  the  amnoomonto  oftw d. 

(SifBod),       M.  H.  PoMtaoT. 

La  Cbossk.  April  26,  18G1. 

This  call  for  "  Tigers  "  appeared  in  two  iasnes  of  the  Democrat,  April  26  and  29,  and  tb^ 
Li^ht  Gnard  left  April  30.  The  Democrat  of  May  1,  1861,  editorially  remarked,  **  The  nnaii- 
imity  with  which  the  Democrats  of  the  North  support  the  Government,  and  the  eagerness  they 
exhibit  to  tly  to  arras,  staggers  the  South.    ♦  •  *  •    'fhe  South  claims 

the  support  of  Northern  Demoorals.  She  may  elaim  and  even  beg.  Her  threats  and  entreaties 
ars  alike  in  vuin." 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Wisconsin  Tigers,"  the  Democrat  of  May  6,  1861,  said: 

ETery  mall  brings  qs  the  names  of  strong,  hardy  and  tntolllgont  men  ready  to  otait  for  the  seat  of  war.  Ono 

bandred  and  fourteen  have  responded,  and  we  art*  nnw  but  waiting  aeooplaooo  fkom  tho  govomment.  and  to  know  if 

we  can  be  fumi.xhed  with  arms,  and  be  "  admitted  lo  iiDiolice."    ♦  •  •  •    We  will  (i<>  through  the 

city  of  BHliuiiorf,  or  a^y  Oihor  Oitji  at  jaet  oueh  rai<-  <>t'  spee<l  as  we  chooM,  orlet  t)ip  .oimnHT  ^un  t-  .nvert  us  into 
A  Ko.  1  LarJ  Oil  !    •  •  *  *    If  there  is  »  battle,  the  Tigers  can  bp  tnickeil  by  a  lilooily  path.*' 

It  will  not  do  to  make  fun  of  Mr.  Poineroy's  patriotic  zeal.  His  political  idol,  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  had  made  a  grand  speech  before  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  on  the  evening  of  April  25, 
1861,  in  support  of  the  f 5i)vernment,  and  Mr.  Douglas'  followers  sincerely  adopted  his  patriotic 
sentiments  and  declarations,  when,  in  closing  that  eloquent  plea  for  the  Republic,  Mr.  Douglas 
'  said ;  My  (Heads,  I  can  say  no  more.  To  discnss  these  topics  is  the  most  patnfnl  dnty  of 
my  life.  It  is  with  sad  heart,  with  a  grief  I  have  never  before  experienced,  that  I  have  to  con- 
teinplate  this  fearful  struggle,  but  I  believe  in  my  conscience  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  our- 
selves, and  to  our  children,  and  to  oar  God,  to  protect  this  Government  and  that  flag  from  every 
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assailant,  be  he  whom  he  may."  The  tremendoat  «id  prolonged  applause  which  followed  the 
closing;  and  patriotic  counsel  of  Mr.  Douglas  was  caught  up  and  prolonged  by  the  ma-ssos 
throughout  the  North,  and  when,  one  month  later^  this  gallant  statesman  went  to  his  grave, 
milUons  of  people  lamented  his  deedi,  and  were  eonfoand^  hf  the  inserotdble  Providence  that 
did  not  permit  Greelev  to  die  and  Douglas  to  live ;  at »  time  when  the  former  could  have  been 
so  well  spared  by,  anii  the  latter  could  have  been  of  such  incalculable  and  ineatiniable  value  to, 
the  Republic. 

However,  it  appeared  by  reference  to  old  Rles  of  the  Dtmocrat,  that  the  La  Crosse  lirpui' 
lican  poked  fun  at  the  "  Tigers,"  and  predicted  they  would  never  be  organized  or  called  into 
service.  The  editor  of  the  liepMican  was  severely  rebuked  by  the  Democrat  for  so  doing ; 
but  just  exactly  what  beoane  of  the  Wiaeeoein  Tigers  *'  aftur  the  War  Demoerals  loet  tb«r 
leader,  Douglas,  who  was  dead,  it  is  impossible  to  suy.  A  little  item  of  a  couple  of  linc^  in  the 
Democrat  of  May  17,  1861,  says :  *'  To  get  a  black  eye,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  preach  seces- 
sion in  this  vicinity."    And  that  was  about  so. 

The  next  demonstration  of  patriotic  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Democrat  and  Mr.  Pomeroj 
occurred  in  July,  when  news  came  from  the  first  disaster  to  the  Federal  army  at  Bull  Kuii.  or 
Manassas.  Col.  Theodore  Rodolf,  who  had  been  prominent  in  starting  the  daily  and  weekly  * 
Appeal,  March  8,  1861,  as  a  straight  Democratic  newspaper,  ander  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  P. 
Blakcslee,  incurred  Pomeroy'a  displeasure;  and,  although  the  Appeal  only  continued  one  month, 
the  Democrat  insisted  it  was  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  run  Brick  "  out  of  town.  The  Appeal 
roee  from  the  ashes  or  ruins  of  the  Ikniy  Mirror^  which  expired  March  4, 1861.  The  same  type 
was  used  in  both  papers.  The  Same  printing  materials  that  were  used  in  1860  by  the  Mirror,  and 
in  1861  by  the  Appral,  were  used  in  1862-*'>3  by  Blakeslee  &  Walrath  in  publishing  the  Demo- 
eraiic  Journal  as  the  War  Democrats'  org^u,  tlie  materials  of  which  were  bought  by  Mr.  Pome- 
roy  in  the  autumn  of  1868. 

But  these  three  opposition  papers  had  occasioned  Poraeroy  much  annoyance.  Although 
Other  leading  Democrats,  including  Col.  Benton,  Judge  Hubbard,  Judge  Lord,  and  numbering 
in  all  about  a  doaen,  oo-operated  with  Col.  Rudolf  in  the  Afpeal  enterprise,  the  latter  was  re- 
garded by  Pomeroy  as  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  Democrat' 9  prosperity.  And  when  an  opportu- 
nity came  to  get  even  with  the  Colonel,  "Brick"  improved  it  as  though  he  had  always  been  a 
thorough-bred  '*  John  Brown  "  patriot.  In  some  group  of  citizens  who  were  hotly  discussing  the 
Bull  Run  disaster  of  July  21,  1861,  Col.  Rudolf  was  betrayed  into  some  remark  that  was  con- 
strued a.»^  unfriendly  to  the  Union  cause.  This  discussion  occurred  in  front  of  Joseph  Noys* 
grocery  store  on  Front  street,  one  door  south  of  the  Stone  Store.  Pomeroy  was  soon  notified 
of  the  CMond's  remarks.  A  vigilanee  committee  was  quietly  organised,  consisting  <^  the  same 
namber  of  citizens  as  wore  in  the  Appeal  enterprise.  ^Tlie  files  of  the  Drmocrat  show  that 
Oharies  Seymour  promptly  catue  to  the  rescue  of  Col.  Rudolf  with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  lat- 
ter, who  immediately  defined  his  position  in  writing.  The  correspondence  was  published  in  both 
p^ew  the  Democrat  hurling  wrath  and  vengeance  upon  the  Colonel,  and  the  Republican  in- 
sisting upon  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  and  that  Col.  Rudolf's 
avowal,  as  published,  of  sentiments  which  had  been  grossly  perverted  and  maliciously  exagger- 
ated for  unworthy  ends,  shonld  exempt  him  from  harm  at  the  hands  of  Pomeroy's  mob.  Never- 
theless, the  Colonel  had  a  narrow  escape  from  having  his  domicile  destroyed  and  himself  injured, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  notice,  which  apjoeared  in  the  La  Crosse  Democrat  of 
July  26,  1861,  a  day  or  two  after  the  storm  had  subsided : 

"  Turn  Vionaim  Commitkb. — A  eoamUttee  of  tUrtstn  •tout.  wmtA,  wMehfbl,  d«tcn>taed  men,  mMM  hf 

«w«ittMiis,  hM  b««n  orgkniMd.  who  are  pledged  to  hold  to  the  strictest  account  those  who  here,  m  have  Col.  Rudolf. 
Mr.  Bradburj  and  otheni,  or  who  maj  hereafter  openly  avow  their  sympathy  with  traitors.  If  il  U  right  for  people 
to  tAlk.  it  is  ri(;iit  Tor  the  vigilnnco  cuminitli'c  ;o  net;  and  whoever  rMStVSS  a  BOiiM  fkeOi  thtSI  aMiJ^SSBWei  th*J 

meac  ju'i  what  they  suy,  aud  will  Jo  it,  uveu  ai  the  ctml  of  Ufe."  • 

The  succeeding  month  found  Mr.  Pomeror  and  his  Democrat  drifting  in  the  direction  of 
Rebddom.  The  Democrat  of  August  19, 1861,  editoriallj  said : 
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Pofwlar  MadaMBt  Is  not  y*!  uebond  in  Anaite :  wbnt  it  twMt  to-day  mmj  b«  wnr  to-movraw.  Thinfi  wr 
flhuctng.  ThmitBOt  to-daj  half  the  enthuaiasm  io  the  country  for  th«  prosecution  of  the  war  there  wm  two 
BOBtns  sine*.  *  *  *  A  chill  has  already  pasaed  over  the  nation — look  out  that  nrost  does  not  set  in.  *  *  * 
We  are  williag  io  till  tte  dMtb  fw  tiM  oominoa  ftod  «f  •  oonnm  VMpl«»  bat  will  aol  bo  fbfoid  Into  •  1^  to 
free  slat  eo. 

The  IhmoereA  of  August  20,  1861,«8ud : 

The  retv'i  trailers  in  the  North  are  the  Abolitiooiatl,  and  tlMJ       tlM  OBtO  Wko  wUl  do  BOrO  (O  JHlt  off  tho  doj^ 

gf  peace  than  all  the  soldiers  of  the  South. 

Thus  the  Democrat  made  strides  toward  the  enemy's  camp,  until  June  2,  18G3,  it  said: 
Tho  Uitoiy  of  tbU  war  thows  that  wo  ore  not  a  natob  for  the  South.   *  *  •   When  a  goverament  ceaoM 

to  napoot  tiM  prayer  of  the  people,  of  tbo  poor  olaas,  thoro  la  no  bolp  but  in  rof ohitioB,  and  that  daj.  porfaapo  tnm 

meiiity,  la  laplaly  approaching  in  tbo  North. 

In  June,  1868,  the  Bemoerat  urged  the  eleetion  of  VeUandigham  for  Governor  of  Ohio. 

The  Democrat  of  August  18,  1863,  said  : 

One  year  siaoo^  wo  woro  as  oamest  an  adrocato  of  a  Uoion  party  in  Wiaooosin  as  there  was  in  the  Stato. 
*  *  *  We  went  South.  Wo  wont  with  our  ejaaaad  ears  opoa.  to  leam  the  trntk.  •  •  •  The  cooTiotioa 
broke  ftiU  and  dear  upon  oar  mind  that  tho  Union  partf ,  ao  aunqpd  bj  thoao  in  powor,  la  a  union  of  dooafofnoo 
and  ijinnts,  oto. 

Unth  the  prevalence  of  incendiarism  thronghoat  the  country,  attributable,  in  nameroua  in- 
stance:', to  u  spirit  of  retaliation  among  the  disloyal  cleiiu'nts,  for  losses  sustained  by  rebels  in 
the  South,  at  the  hands  of  the  Union  forces,  the  Democrat  advanced  to  the  aidvocacy  of 
natohes,**  as  a  cheap  and  effectnal  means  of  retaliation. 

On  February  19,  1864,  the  Democrat  advocated  retaliation,  and  said  to  Democrats  : 

Matehos  aro  ohoap.  If  Ihaatios  and  fools  seek  mob-law  and  anarchy,  by  all  means  let  than  haTO  iu  Burn 
down  aad  dostroy  thoira  as  tbejr  havo  or  may  yours.  By  dark  or  by  daylight — by  fire  or  by  powdor— fbod  thoto  who 
i^no  yon  tbo  dish  they  prepare.  On  no  amouot  laaugarate  Tioloaoo  or  exoitoment,  but  for  every  dime  of  your 
property  destroyed  by  political  opponents,  destroy  dollars'  worth  in  rotttrn.  Stores,  houses,  bams,  offices  and 
•hnrcheit  will  bum,  oto. 

The  Democrat  again,  on  April  2,  1864,  said: 

When  this  office  is  destroyed,  a  hundred  baildiags  in  the  city  will  keep  it  company,  in  ruins.  Matehos  aro 
cheap  aad  rotalbotoa  awoat. 

On  August  25,  1864,  the  Democrat  said,  under  the  heading  of  "  The  Widow-Maker  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century :" 

The  man  who  votes  for  Lancola  now  is  a  traitor.  Lincoln  is  a  traitor  and  murderer.  *  *  *  And  if  he  is 
elected  to  misgovom  fbr  aaothor  fbar  yoara,  wo  trust  tomo  bold  hand  wUI  pioraa  his  hoart  with  daggar  polat  fbr  tbo 

pablic  good. 

That  was  tho  culminating  point  in  the  polit  cal  progress  of  Mr.  Pomerov  and  his  La  Crosse 
Jkmoeraty  ftom  a  call  Ibr  "Wisconsin  Tigers"  to  anbdne  rebdlion  to  a  call  (br  some  aasaaain 

to  murder  the  Prc^iident  of  the  Republic.  Whether  the  "Wisconsin  Tigers  "  were  not  called 
into  active  service  on  account  of  their  programme  being  characterized  too  strongly  with  the  spirit 
of  savagism  for  this  age  of  civilisation,  or  on  account  of  general  distrust  of  Mr.  Pomeroy'a 
patriotism,  has  never  been  determined. 

President  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  and  the  North  lamented  his  death. 

Here  are  a  few  crocodile's  tears,  mingled  with  the  lamentations  of  a  bereaved  people. 

The  daily  Democrat  of  April  15,  and  the  wdtly  DemoertA  of  April  17,  1865,  turned 
thdr  column  rules,  and  went  into  oewspi^  mouming  for  the  as—rinated  Freaident,  <^  whom 
diat  paper  then  said : 

Wo  monm  with  tha  Nation  moro  than  over,  fbr  now  oamo  tho  hoar  whoa  a  kind  heart  liko  his  was  bettor  than 

Width  oatold  for  the  Nation.  *  •  •  Uneoln  was  the  President  »f  a  i^eat  Republic.  He  was  aoting  as  he  bo- 
loved  to  be  right,  aad  his  wisdom  was  rapidly  being  substaotiaied  and  pruTen.  Mm  death  is  a  loss  to  the  Na- 
lfani,el«. 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Democrat^  there  was  an  editorial  headed,  Who  Assassinated 
Lincoln  ?"    Its  closing  words  were : 

We  look  upon  the  murderer  and  assassin  as  a  reckleBs,  daring,  wicked  man,  hired  by  money  or  fired  by  hate. 
A  villaia  who  will  liardiy  bo  talun  alivo  an  athlotio  deapcrado,  who  probaUy  tn  montha  baa  had  Uiia  dxoadftii  aei 
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in  hit  keart.  Wliea  wpUind,  1<C  Un  be,  pinte-Uke,  hung  In  chains,  to  sUrre  to  death,  and  kaag  at  a  wdaf  te 
nthwt. 

The  Democrat's  sorrow  over  the  death  of  President  Lincoln  had  evaporated;  Uldkflnit 

its  consolation  for  the  country.    The  issue  of  June  19,  1865,  editorially  said: 

The  death  of  PmidHt  LinoolB  kaa  pnved  a  blenlng  to  tke'Oeantry.  Heraaftar  «•  diall  naver  qneatiea  the 
wisdom  and  grratnesa  of  tlM  Dol^.  Ood  be  praised  for  the  new  President,  Andj  Johnson. 

The  Democrat  of  Oot(»ber  2, 1865,  had  an  editorial  in  which  ocotinred  the  following  Isa- 

guage : 

Where  ia  Lincoln,  the  joking  patron'aaint  of  niggerism,  who  owea  so  muck  to  John  WiSk^s  Itooih.  and  wkoit 
well-nigk  forgottea  alreadj,  witk  hardl/  a  dosaa  ia  the  land  to  rovora  his  mamorjr ;  •  «  «  Wo  deprtnu 
aiiaaaination,  jat  «« IM  to  Ibaak  Ood  fbr  oalUag  Uaooln  home,  wkorovor  that  may  bo.  *  *  *  Not  all  the  cm. 
nea  ia  tho  world  eror  seat  an  oeko  so  far  into  the  flitiica  as  did  tlia  foport  of  a  pistol,  that  fatal  nigkt,  ia  a  Waaktac- 
ton  tbeater.  "  whoro  great  moa  were  playera  and  natioas  tka  sfsataton.'*  It  woke  up  the  people  of  Aaariia  n 

broke  till'  Kyit-ll.    Ii  gave  the  countrj  a  gtate«man  for  rreaUaat.    ItflailloditR  tie  trmprr  ti/rannu*tnm  Mahia  tO  tkt 

goldeu  stramis  of  our  Western  buundaries,  aii<l  hahe<l  the  adtaoce  of  usurputiun  most  effectually. 

To  show  that  the  Democrat  kept  on  its  coiumunistic  course  of  agitation  and  turbulence,  bj 
adTocating  mistanee  againat  the  authoritj  of  the  Goverament,  inoendiariam,  violenoo,  ammii- 
ationof  President  Lincoln,  repudiation  of  the  war  debt  and  national  bonda,  and  pulling  the 
eat  by  the  tail  "  on  general  principles,  inclndintr  a  vigorous  remonstrance  against  Gen.  (irant 
oflSciating as  President,  and  similar  phases  of  Jacobinism,  it  is  only  necessary  to  turn  to  the  first 
column  of  editorial  in  the  first  issue  of  the  Democrat  in  1868,  from  its  new  office,  corner  of 
Main  and  Fourth  stn  et.",  in  La  Crosse,  declaring  tho  prinoiploa  it  continued  to  sapport,  and 
closing  with  the  following  significant  sentence : 

Bat  if  tko  award  most  agala  ba  Ukon  up,  we  will  hotp  boat  tho  long  roll,  from  I«ko  Itaaaa  to  Hasiea;  tai 

nay  Ood  help  the  right. 

And  turning,  also,  to  its  last  full  i^«ue  of  1S(58,  in  La  Crosse,  which  announced  that,  com- 
mencing January  1,  18G9,  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  would  be  published  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  in 
La  CitMMo  and  Now  York — ^tho  oomfbrting  aaanrance  was  given  that  *'tho  DemomU  will  be  hotter 
and  more  scorching  than  ever." 

Whatever  may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  Democrat's  extraordinary  career,  its  circulation- 
above  five  hundred  copies — was  chieily  built  up  (from  fifteen  quires  to  90,000  copies)  after  the 
aasassination  of  Preaident  Lincoln,  and  the  tenninatipn  of  the  war,  in  April,  1865.  It  15  aU'^ 
true  that  the  Democrat  prospered  as  jiublicity  was  f;ivon  to  utterances  of  hostility  to  the  Ina  1 
elements  of  the  2^'ation ;  and  the  success  of  the  paper  frutn  1^05  to  1870  followed  close  upon  the 
expreerion  of  disloyal  aentimwts  daring  the  time  of  the  great  struggle  of  the  Td>eUioa,  and  his 
open  advocacy  of  the  repttdiatioii  of  the  war  debt. 

During  all  of  these  years,  in  which  tho  Democrat  waged  war  upon  the  Government  and  its 
interests,  and  encouraged  the  turbulent  elements  of  the  country  to  continue  public  turmoil,  La 
Crosse  maintained  a  tolerant  spirit,  and  kept  down  every  attempt  to  correct  thedialoyal  aod  per- 
nicious teachings  of  the  Democrat  bv  violence  of  niob.s. 

The  La  Crosse  Republican  of  January  25, 1865,  contained  the  following  editorial  annouoce- 

inent,  which  ita  pnbliaher  and  editor  has  always  maintained,  as  he  hdiem  toleraiiee  ia  Ae  enly 

rale  of  safety  in  a  lireecountiy : 

Tho  La  GmM  HyaWaaa,  It  la  wall  known,  ta  open  to  citizens  of  erery  name,  oraad.  MfHir  and  aoaditaaa.  fcr 
Ikve  aad  uatnuainolad  dlsenaaion.  to  a  reasonable  length,  upon  %nj  and  all  qaeatloaa  of  looai,  pnUie  or  geami 

laterest. 

No  one  should  imagine  that  the  Democrat' n  course  went  unrebuked.  On  this  [ii)int  the 
Democrat  should  be  allowed  to  testify,  as  it  was  the  best  judge  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  way 
of  hoatOitiea. 

The  Democrat  of  January  18,  180'),  positively  declared  that  paper  would  never  again  con- 
descend to  notice  the  attacks  of  the  RepuhUcan  and  its  horrible  editor  ;  but  "  Brick  "  did  not 
keep  his  pledge.  Everybody  was  pitching  into  Pomeroy,  and  Pomeroy  was  pitching  into  eveij- 
body^  while  &jmoar'a  xtpvtUom  waa  constantly  trying  to  **  keep  the  boja  qdet."   Mr.  ¥m- 
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«roj,  in  his  Democrat  of  January  18,  1879,  then  published  in  Chicago,  certified  that  Charles 
Seymour  is  tlie  ugliest  editor  we  over  had  to  contend  against ;  and,  is  all  in  all,  one  of  the  most 
genial  of  gentlemen  in  Wisconsin." 

That  is  the  nearest  thing  to  a  oompliment  that  the  editor  of  the  B^puhUean  efW  received 
from  the  editor  of  the  Democrat. 

And  here  is  the  way  the  ReyuhUcan  tried  to  pacify  the  Democrat. 

The  following  are  specimen?*  of  the  Rfinihlicun's  editoriiils,  which  were  exten.sivcly  copied 
by  the  Republican  press  throughout  the  country  ;  and  when  it  was  suggested  that  Pomeroy  should 
be  arrested  fat  encouraging  the  anassinatiiHi  of  Presidait  Linooln,  many  approved  of  the  decisioik 
of  the  Government  to  let  Pomeroy  aod  Sejmoor  fight  it  out.  Fkomthe  La  Croaae  JZemiMMMm, 
August  17,  1864 : 

Thk  Drift. — Tbe  pfttriolfe  tnui,  whether  under  arms  or  Bympathixiog  with  and  aiding  tiiose  who  are  in  th* 

baltle-fieM  ^trivinft  fur  ihc  piiprcmricy  of  the  Itepublic,  is  knuwn  by  hi-"  fiolicitude  for  the  welfare  of  oursoldierfl  and 
the  pleHsiirp  he  evinces  ujjon  U'sirnin^  of  their  successes.  Tliis  !•<  ihi-  perKTiil  drift  of  his  fcelinjts  nnd  thouffhis.  • 
*  *  There  is  no  need  of  niaUini^  any  mi-'iuke  about  this  rtuuier  1  he  general  drift  of  convfr-ii imi  the 
whole  story.  A  stranger,  upfin  coming  into  the  pre.seace  of  one  wlio  is  continualljr  'lepreoiMting  the  rresideiit  and 
all  who  »r«  in  Huthoriiy,  would  Kuppose  that  the  rebel  army  is  engaged  in  the  noble  work  of  rescuing  this  (lovern- 
BMlt  from  the  hands  of  Federal  usurpers.  Tbe  greater  (he  clamor  against  our  ruler,  the  more  hopeful  are  foreign 
pvwan  of  witnessing  the  downlUl  of  the  Republic  through  riolent  discord.  If  it  were  a  well-nnderstood  fact  that 
th«  people  of  th«  Sn»  SutM  an  united  in  tffona  to  ra-wtabliah  the  •utboritv  of  th«  aoTommont,  it  would  havn  a 
bttter  olTeet  tbaa  aa  additloB  of  («ro  hondNd  thooMad  mntd  awa  ia  tlia  OeU.  LM  ibnign  powora  and  nbainoua 
■raiea  feel  that  the  people  of  the  North  ate  uidted,  aad  the  war  will  apeedUj  (emiaale.  Diaeord  and  diaaenalon 
NTve  to  prolong  the  war. 

From  the  La  Crosse  BejnMiean  January  4,  1865: 

(ii)(n>  Nk"-.  T!.i  news  r»i-ciTi'il  to-diiy  brings  no  cheer  for  rel)els  or  their  syiiipalhiiers  at  liome  or  abroad. 
The  Rirhiiuiini  [■  ipcr'*  :irf  full  of  tidings  that  indicate  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Kedentl  forces.  .Sherman  has 
eBtered  upon  u  new  cxpi  iilion.  and  the  rebels  scarcely  know  where  his  liglitning  will  .strike. 

The  tintt  attack  of  the  Federalaupon  Fort  Fisher,  in  front  of  Wilmington  show*  thai  the  work  to  be  performed 
iaa  severe  one.  The  success  of  Stoaeuan  and  l{urbri<lge's  raid  is  OM  of  great  I  ri  .iancj.  Kesideswhipi^llgBnek- 
inridM  and  bis  associaue  in  arms,  over  |20,OUO,000  worth  of  rebel  property  has  been  daatrojred. 

The  moDtb  of  Deeember  will  Cad  the  resoareea  of  the  rebels  dlmlawied  to  tbe  anouat  of  over  |SO^O0O.O0O, 
haridea  240  cannons,  dOyOOO  soldiera  and  a  large  amount  of  army  auppllea  aad  ammaiiitlon.  With  ioeh  a  leduife 
er  dtatnage  upon  their  itoek  In  trade,  it  la  aafb  to  uj  the  bottom  of  die  rebelUoa  w&l  soon  All  out. 

From  the  La  Crosse  Republiean^  April  19,  1865 : 

A  National  ('Ai.A>inv.  —  I'lesideul  Lincoln  is  no  more.  He  died  this  morning  from  shot  wonuil  received  at 
the  hands  of  an  assassin  last  evening,  at  h.'ilf-past  '.'o'clock.  Secretary  Seward  is  reported  nearly deml  this  morning, 
from  dagger  wounds,  received  from  the  hands  of  an  a>sas>"in  aliniii  ihe  same  time.  Assistant  Secretary  Frederick 
Sewanl  wail  also  severely  waunde<l.  Full  particulars  will  be  given  in  our  telegraphic  despatches.  We  have  neither 
tbe  heart  nor  opportunity  lo  do  justice  to  the  occasion  at  present.  Oen.  &aat*e  Taluable  life  haa  hetn  apared 
bj  ProTidential  interposition,  in  behalf  of  the  Nation.  , 

Ibere  is  iw  doubt  these  assassinations  are  part  and  paioel  of  the  conspiracy  that  was  thwarted  hf  the 
diseof  et7  of  the  New  Tork  aod  Chicago  ineeadiaiioa.  Thia  is  no  tine  for  harsh  words  or  intemperatt  laagoace. 
Iheae  aneeaiBB  aad  their  fHenda  are  here  in  our  midst.  Lojal  oitiseos  trad  aad  warm  them.  Thrir  organ  Id  this 
dly  expressed  the  hope  that  in  the  event  of  the  re-election  of  Preoldeat  UbooIb,  there  might  be  ob*  maa  left  ia  the 
ewBtry  with  sullicicnt  moral  courage  to  drire  a  dagger  to  his  heart. 

The  La  Oosm  !>  r.lij  Demoeral,  of  October  IhtU,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  us,  uttered  the  fbllowlsg 
threat,  among  manv  ihit  had  appeared  in  that  paper:  "'rhe  crimes  of  the  rel>ellion  are  fast  overshailowed  bj  the 
greater  crime-'  of  liic  Lincoln  dyniisiy.  If  a  portion  of  the  people,  disposed  |ieai-ofully  and  legally  to  change  the 
administration  of  the  (iovernment  through  Ihe  iialloi-box,  are  disfranchised,  and  the  strides  of  the  usurper  continue 
to  crush  the  rights  of  tbe  American  citizen,  a  »ucreedin^  rnoUitioit  may  Jevetop  tht  tnitrumtntality  vhieh  mav  nd  the 
tuintry  of  iiK  de  troper,  tqtuU  m  guitt,  and  uttfiptcled  to  any  on«  tchot  d*ath  trtr  fueame  tht  eatue  of  pmblie  r^oieuty." 

And  to  daj  a  huUetin  was  issued  from  the  Demoeral  office,  sajiag,  **  A  NitnOK  Wiars." 

Vea,  indeed,  a  aatUm  amf  well  weep  over  the  clomenqr  that  has  apaied  thoae  who  have  leai  ae  opportiiDitj  to 
iaHoeace  tbe  worst  paasiona  of  deluded  men,  and  to  instigato  aaaaaalBB  to  deatroijr  the  lift  of  a  Preaideat  wboM 
yairiotiaiB  and  talents  will  be  cherished  with  pride  by  the  friends  of  good  gOTerament  throaghout  the  world. 

From  the  La  Grosae  lUpubUcan  May  3,  1865 : 

Ti)  THt  LOTAL  MF.X  OF  t.A  rnoasE  : 

You  are  held  responsible  by  your  ciuntrymcn  throughout  the  L'nited  State*  fir  tlie  disjrr.ice  of  tolerating  and 
eapporting  a  paper  which  has  aided  to  the  extent  of  its  influence  in  the  fiendisli  w<irk  of  instigating  assassins  to 
distooj  the  life  of  President  Linooln.   It  ia  needless  to  ahifl  the  reaponiibilitj  wholly  upon  the  disloyal  officers  of 
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the  railroad  company,  or  the  dislojnl  merchants  of  Milwaukee,  so  long  m  (he  adTertiaeniMU  Md  subachptiou 
■61  professedly  patriotic  citiiens  of  i.n  Oohko  are  given  to  sustain  the  asssA^i nation  OlgW. 
Read  the  following  extract  from  ibe  l.a  Crosse  Dtnocrut  of  AuKUSt  2'.),  18ti4: 
7%t  man  who  votet/or  Lmcln  now  u  a  traitor.  He  who  pretending  to  war  fin>,  wm  against  the  ConnlitMlioo 
«r  our  Montij,  i»  •  tndtor,  Md  Uoeola  ha»  don«  all  thia.  H«  who  ealU  uaA  aUorM  mm  to  eeruin  batohciy  is  a 
mordOTtr,  mm  Ete«olii  ha*  dam  all  thia.  Had  any  fcnaar  Damoerade  Praaidmit  «amd  npoo  the  Conatitatioa, « 
tlillad  with  tha  MaUoa  aa  linoolB  hat,  ha  would  have  been  hurled  to  perdition  l«Qf  dnce.  And  if  kti*  faraUt 
tUeted  to  mityootm  for  anotktr  four  yeart,  we  tru^t  $ome  bold  hand  will  pirree  Am  heart  with  a  daggtr  point  for  tkt  pmbUt 

Can  any  "  patriotic  citizen  "  sustain  such  a  villainous,  disloyal  advocate  of  ii»s:is8ination  ?  Answer  the  ■(ueftioa 
ia  an  bonosi  way.  Every  man  who  feeds  or  supports  .Kuch  a  viper  is  ju.stly  entitled  to  slmre  in  ihr  .i  liuin  -Arv  cUnp 
to  the  author  of  the  atrocious  sentiments  alrave  quoted.  For  tlie  good  aatne  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse  let  the  disgract 
-of  fosiaring  suoh  a  malignant  advocate  of  murder  and  aaaaasinalion  fall  upon  the  oopperhaada  af  HUwankaa,  aai 
npon  the  company  which  has  adopted  and  !iust«ined  that  paper  as  its  orf^an  in  La  Cros<<e. 

In  August,  1869,  the  La  Crosse  daily  and  weekly  Leader^  as  a  Hepublicau  newspaper, 
was  established  by  Hon.  Joseph  S.  Elwell,  and  the  lamented  Late  A.  Taylor  and  others.  It 
was  a  highly  creditable  and  excellent  journal,  which  acquired  fine  reputation  for  its  literary 
feature,  and  the  wit  of  its  chief  editor.  Mr.  Taylor,  wlio  was  a  man  of  exquisite  ta^tp  in  the 
selection  of  gems  of  literature,  and  had  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  genial  humor  and  fun  that 
fl»Tored  all  ne  said,  or  wrote  or  selected.  Mr.  Elwell  soon  withdrew  from  the  p*per,  whieh 
Mffered  from  bad  management,  or  the  lack  of  good  management. 

The  year  1871  was  a  dating  point  in  La  Crosse  journalism.  In  that  year,  the  La  Oro&se 
Democrat  office  passed  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Symes  &  Peck,  both  of  whom  had,  for  aotoe 
years  previously,  been  identified  with  Mr.  Pomeroy's  papers ;  Mr.  Symes  a?  superintendent  -  f 
the  La  Croa.se  Democrat  ofTioe  for  about  eleven  years,  and  Mr.  Peck  on  the  editorial  .«tiff  of 
Pomeroy'it  Democrat  in  New  York  and  La  Crosse  for  about  three  ^ears.  Messrs.  Peck  i);  Symes 
•oontinned  together  as  editors  and  pttbllshen  of  the  Dftmoerat  nntil  1874,  the  name  of  the  paper 
having  been  changed  to  the  Liberal  Dcmoerat^  partly  in  conformity  with  the  title  of  the  partv 
which  ran  Mr.  Greeley,  in  1872,  as  the  Liberal  Democratic  canditlate  for  the  Presidency.  In 
1871,  also,  Mr.  Seymour,  having  been  appointed  Postmaster,  sold  the  La  Crosse  Repuhliean  to 
his  former  partner,  ex-Postmaster  Lottridge,  who,  by  an  arrangement  with  (3en.  C.  C.  Wash- 
burn, orgaiii/t'd  a  joint  stock  company,  and  consolidated  the  I. a  Crosse  R>'j>uhl{r,i,i  and  L» 
Crosse  Leader,  with  Mr.  Taylor  as  chief  editor,  and  Mr.  Lottridge  as  local  editor  and  business 
manager.  The  oonaolidation  was  effected  on  the  basis  of  91^*000  for  the  RepMean  and 
•98,000  for  the  Leader.  In  1872,  Mr.  Taylor  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  William  Nelson,  formerly 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  V<  rn<m  Coitntt/  Cerntor,  who  becatoe  United  States  Marshal  of  Utah 
later  ;  and  Mr.  Lottridge  wa;*  succeeded  by  Mr.  \V.  11.  Finch,  who  was  superintendent  of  the 
Republican  office  from  1864  to  1871 ;  and  is,  in  1881,  as  he  has  been  for  several  years  past,  the 
chief  editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Rrpuhlirtin  and  Leader.,  which  confinue:^  in  favor  nn'l 
prosperity,  and  is  steadfast  antl  reliable  as  a  liepublican  journal.  It  has  many  excellent  t^uah- 
-|»e8  and  abmidant  resources.    Mr.  Finch  excels  as  a  safe,  prudent  and  judicfons  manager. 

In  the  meantime,  we  will  trace  the  progress  of  the  Liberal  Democrat  from  1874.  when  Mr 
George  W.  Peck  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Syme.s  &  Peck,  to  establish  hii^  pojtular  and 
tnoeeesful  weekly  budget  of  fun  and  satire,  widely  known  as  Feck's  Sun,  and  worthily  repre- 
senting an  incorrigible  wag,  who  is  nnqnestionably  one  of  the  first-class  wits  of  the  eentary,  who 
can  immortalize  or  chromoize  a  base-burner  coal  stove,  or  transform  his  favorite  mule.  Samantha, 
into  a  rebellion-suppressing  patriot.  Mr.  Symes  published  the  i^t'Aera/ i)emocraf  in  1871-75: 
and,  in  1875,  sold  a  half  interest  in  the  Liberal  Democrat  to  Mr.  Ellis  B.  Usher,  when  the  pub- 
lication continued  under  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Symes  ft  Usher,  until  Mr.  Symes  sold  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Ro})ert  Howard  in  the  following  year.  About  August  1,  1878,  Messrs.  Usher  k 
Howard  deemed  it  advisable  to  cut  entirely  adrift  from  any  complications  that  might  grow  out  ot 
the  title  Liberal  Democrat^  as  Mr.  Pomeroy  still  claimed  the  rtsht  to  use  the  name  of  Demoerat; 
and,  accordingly,  the  name  Liberal  Democrat  was  dropped,  and  Morning  Chronicle  was  adopterl 
by  Messrs.  Usher  &  Howard  for  their  daily  paper,  and  Jm  Crosse  Chwuele  for  their  weekly 
Journal. 
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The  OhronieU  has  ftlwajs  been  a  respectable  Democratic  newspaper,  and  is  a  welcome 
Tidtor  ftt  die  brealcfiMt  tablet  of  dtfswis  of  all  parties,  as  its  political  malignity  and  personal 

frieranoes  seldom  bccomo  so  aggravated  that  they  are  not  appeased  by  an  occasional  dig  at  the 
ostmaster,  who  is  the  favorite  target,  and  rather  enjoys  the  fun,  and  never  (?)  "  sasses  back." 
That  {ia[jcr  has  been  and  is  generally  understood  to  be  chictly  under  the  editorial  management 
4if  Mr.  \V.  L.  Osborne,  who  is  conceded  to  be  a  superior  journalist. 

The  La  Crosse  Daily  Ncwg  was  established  in  July,  1880,  by  Mr.  John  Shuart,  as  pub- 
lisher, and  Mr.  Alexander  Nevins  as  editor.  Mr.  Shuart  havins  withdrawn  from  the  concern 
4n  the  antamn  of  that  year,  Mr.  Nevins  has  since  been  its  publisher  and  editor.  He  is  a  lively 
aeii8*ntherer  and  itemizer,  and  has  adopts  the  senf^ational  style  of  announcements. 

Other  English  papers,  such  as  the  La  Crosse  Star^  published  in  North  La  Crosse,  with 
"Elder  B.  W.  Reynolds  as  editor,  in  1875,  which  was  succeeded  by  the  La  Crosse  IVee  Pr«M, 
etlited  and  published  by  Mr.  William  M.  Doty,  in  1876-77  ;  and  the  >S'un<2dty  JWe  iV«ts,  edited 
and  publi.shed  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Foote,  in  1H77,  came  into  and  went  out  of  existence.  Two  or  three 
German  newspapers  have  tried  to  break  through  the  strong  lines  of  Mr.  Ulrich's  Nordstem ; 
bat  have  been  compelled  to  re^e  without  achieving  snooess.  The  latest  newspaper  enterprise 
in  La  Crosse  is  the  Var<h  n,  the  first  issue  of  which  appeared  .\ugtist  1/1,  1881,  edited  and 
pablished  by  M(y.  T.  J.  Widrey,  in  the  Norwegian  language.  And  this  reminds  us  that  in 
traeinf^  the  histmr  of  newspapers  in  La  Orosss,  we  havt  omitted  to  make  mention  of  IIm 
Fatdrelnndet  og  EmigraiOan  (Norwegian  Republican),  whidi  is  one  of  the  oldest  newspapers 
in  the  West,  and  has  a  larger  circulation  than 'anv  other  paper  in  Western  Wisconsin. 

The  Emigranten  was  established  at  Inmansville,  Rock  Co.,  W^is.,  by  the  Scandinavian 
Press  Association,"  in  1852,  and  in  the  antnmn  of  1857  was  removed  to  Madison,  Dane  Co., 
Wis.,  where  it  was  published  under  the  management  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Solberf^,  for  several  years,  and 
until  its  removal  to  La  Crosse,  and  its  consolidation  with  the  Faedrelandet,  which  had 
been  established  in  La  Crosse  by  Messrs.  Fleischer  ft  Schroeder  January  1,  1874 ;  and,  from 
186')  until  his  death  in  November,  1878,  was  published  by  Mr.  Frederick  Fleischer,  nnder 
whose  vigorous,  honorable  and  judicious  management  the  Faedrelandet  og  Emigranten  continued 
to  grow  in  circulation  and  influence.  During  the  winter  of  1879,  Mr.  F.  A.  Husher,  who  had 
long  been  identified  with  that  journal  as  its  chief  editor,  became  the  owner  and  pnUisher  as  well 
as  editor,  and  from  the  date  of  his  acquisition  of  the  FtirJn'hindrt  oij  Fmitfranten  to  the  pres- 
ent time  its  bona  fide  subscription  list  and  advertising  patronage  have  steadily  increased.  Its 
postage  paid  on  aotaal  circulation  exceeds  that  of  all  other  pabucations  combined  in  La  Crosse, 
and  it.s  influence  throughout  the  State  and  Northwest  is  acknowledged  to  be  eqinil  to  if  not 
greater  than  any  other  journul  luiblished  in  a  foreign  language,  and  is  surpasssd  by  few,  if  any, 
published  in  the  English  language.  This  statement  is  made  from  actual  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

This  doses  my  sketches  of  the  press  of  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis.  It  would  be  proper  to  speak 
of  several  gentlemen  whose  writing's  have  contributed  to  make  La  (Vosae  newspapers  interesting 
and  influential.  It  is  due  to  truth  and  honor  that  mention  .should  be  made  of  Charles  Lobdell 
and  Judge  Flandreaa,  who  assisted  Mr.  Pomeroy  in  editorial  service  on  the  Democrat.  Their 
powerful  editorials  never  failed  to  command  public  attention.  Mr.  Lobdell  was  burned  to  ashes 
in  the  memorable  railway  disaster  near  Angola,  N.  Y.,  December  19,  1867.  Judge  Flandreau 
is  now  a  resident  of  the  mtj  of  New  Tork,  and  from  a  perusal  of  his  address  at  the  celebration 
of  the  last  aomversary  of  Tammany,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  yet  recognised,  even  in  the  me- 
tropolis,  as  a  man  of  ureat  intellectual  vigor. 

Those  who  remember  Hon.  G.  M.  Woodward's  editorials  in  the  Liberal  Demnerot  when  it 
was  under  Mr.  Symes'  management  will  verify  the  statement  that  no  articles  have  ever  been 
pablished  here  which  raised  legitimate  points  of  political  discussion  in  a  £airer,  clearer  nnd  more 
perspicuous  style. 

Oor  State  press,  which  has  always  ranked  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  entire  country, 

generally  conceded  that  La  Crosse  newspapers  have  displayed  as  much  enterprise  and  vim  as 
those  of  any  locality  of  similar  population.   In  1864,  S.  D.  Carpenter,  the  veteran  editor  and 
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publisher  <^  the  Medimm  Pairiott  who  wu  mie  of  llie  sharpest  newspaper  men  in  the  Western 
eoantry,  in  n  letter  addressed  to  the  editorial  convention  at  Madison,  which  elected  the  Hon. 
Davirl  Atwood,  of  the  State  Joumalf  to  the  presidencj  of  (he  Ae80<»etion  of  WieoooeinEditoiB 

and  i'ubliahers,  stated : 

The  frateniity  of  our  young  SUto  hat  almdy  eamd  out  fbr  Itaolf  •«  MiTbUo  ropatBtion,  moA  Tukt,  ftr 

ce11enc«  in  enterprise,  Uet  and  aUlUy,  among  the  bwt  aad  foremoot  of  the  older  States.  Ho  where  you  will,  aad 
jou  will  hear  encomiums  on  Ihe  Wisconsin  press.   I  often  listen  to  the  audible  wonderments  of  Eastern  men  retstiTe 

to  the  s'mv.  ]i!i  iliori4  of  coiitciitj'  ami  vim  of  the  Western  press.  A  few  compariMuns  will  uot  only  serTe  as  ♦Jimplf^. 
but  conHiifiiU'  (lie  Ui>«is  uf  iliiw  proud  pre-eminence.  Of  course,  1  exclude  a  few  of  the  overjtrown  dailies  of  the  prin- 
cipal I.  Intern  citic*.  Tiike  (he  city  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  with  '*,<)iH)  inhabitants,  ami  not  a  dnilv  paper.  The  city  of 
Hartford,  (.'ouii.,  hiis  four  dnilies,  which  contain  no  more  reading  nmtter  than  either  of  the  dailies  in  Hncine,  Jauesville 
or  Msdbon.  The  New  Vork  Sun,  \uth  an  immense  circulation  and  an  age  double  that  of  any  of  our  Western  papers, 
contains  less  reading  matter  than  the  La  Crosse  dailies.  Take  the  "country  cities"  of  thia  aad  other  States:  man/ 
of  those  at  the  Bast  with  larger  population  than  ours  have  no  daily  paper,  and  in  nuy  inrtanoM  —ly  wwVly  sJi* 
tioDS  that  would  gain  nothing  in  coiiipnriHon  with  the  finnlleMt  of  our  weeklies. 

Mr.  William  E.  Cramer,  the  veteran  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Evening  Wifcomin,  and 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  in  a  communication  to  the  Wisconsin  Editors'  and  Publishers' 
Association,  assembled  in  convention  at  Madison  under  the  Preeidenej  of  Col.  Charies  D. 

Bobinson,  of  the  Green  Bay  Advocate,  said: 

Permit  me  to  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  the  people  of  Wisconsin  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  their  Press.  An 
experience  of  some  yean  mables  me  to  compare  it  with  th«  Press  of  other  States,  and  I  do  not  think  that,  in  the 
elenenls  of  journalism,  eaa  aoy  other  State  «Liini  a  nperioiity.  1  am  also  eoarinoed  that  thm  neat,  suhstanlial  and 
thrifty  appearaaee  of  the  newspapen  of  this  Slata  Itae  drawn  thoosanda  of  oar  beat  eltisaos,  fhr  the  newspaptr  it 
regarded  abroad  as  the  visible  and  unerring  eridenoe  of  the  eharaeter  and  prosperity  of  the  loealitlee. 

The  Press  of  Wi.«con.'<in.  in  early  tiiiics.  fi-ll  into  the  hanfl.«  of  intelligent,  enterprising  and 
vigorous  men.  Gen.  Albert  G.  Ellis,  the  pioneer  editor  and  publisher  west  of  Lake  Michigan, 
woD  established  the  Green  Baj  Intelliffeneer^  December  11, 1888,  and  the  Stevens  Point  Pinery, 
in  January,  1853,  is,  at  the  age  of  over  four-score  years,  residing  at  the  latter  plaoe.  He  learned 
the  printing  business  in  the  Herkimer  Americnn  Dffice  of  Edward  P.  Seymour,  among  whose 
apprentices  wore  William  L.  Stone,  the  builder  uf  the  New  York  Commercial^  and  Thurlow 
Weed,  the  eminent  founder  of  the  Albativ  Erenintj  Journal, 

Those  of  our  citizens  who  know  such  able  and  faithful  veterans  of  the  Wiscon'^iti  Press  SS 
Mr.  William  £.  Cramer,  Gen.  David  Atwood,  Judge  Sam  Ryan,  Hon.  Horace  Kublee,  CoL 
Bltae  A.  Calkins,  Gol.  Charles  D.  Robinson,  and  others  of  their  kind,  and  remember  the  joar> 
naliatic  services  of  the  lamented  George  Ilyer,  J.  C.  Cover,  Jkrnanl  Domschcke,  Moritx  Schocfflor. 
the  Sholes  Brothers,  Kufus  King,  Jonathan  A.  Iladley,  Thurlow  W.  Brown,  Ichabod  Codding, 
D.  W.  Ballou,  Jr.,  Samuel  Brannan,  Charles  Holt,  Marshall  M.  Strong.  W.W.  Wyman,  James 
Ross  and  others,  and  recall  the  list  of  those  who  have  withdrawn  from  ncwspapcrdom  or  Wis- 
consin, including  Louis  A.  Proctor,  '*  Jack  "  Turner.  A.  ^L  Thomson,  Alanson  Halley,  Charlej 
W.  Fitch,  Jermain  <^  Brightraau,  Charles  Clement,  II.  D.  Barron,  Sherman  M.  Booth,  Har- 
rison Reed,  Beriah  Brown,  Charles  8.  Benton,  H.  A.  Tenney,  S.  D.  Carpenter,  James  K.  Proud- 
fit,  J.  A.  Noonan,  Hans  Crocker,  ami  ni;niy  others  whit  gave  tone  and  character  to  the  \Vi?- 
consin  Press,  will  bear  testimony  that  the  Badger  State  had,  in  those  and  other  juumalista, 
good,  faitlifiil  and  vigilant  men  on  guard,  to  look  after  the  pid>lio wdfiyre ;  md  that  any  am- 
bitious man  who  attempted  to  hamboosle  the  people  had  to  ran  a  gauntlet  whidi  would  hrin^  eat 
all  of  the  points  applicable  or  appertaining  to  his  case. 

My  relations  to  the  Wisconsin  press  were,  during  uian^  years  of  journalistic  service,  of  an 
intimate  and  pleasant  character.  For  eight  years,  mj  official  connection  with  the  Wisconsin 
Editors'  and  Puhlislier'j'  Association"  (one  year  as  Secretary  and  seven  years  as  President,  bj 
unanimous  votes),  brought  me  into  personal  intercourse  with  nearly  all  of  the  journalists  in  the 
.State,  and  also  with  many  of  the  prominent  editors  of  the  Northwest.  Poesibly  the  Ftenof 
this  and  neighboring  States  may  not  now  maintain,  relatively,  the  same  Standards  or  degrees  of 
excellence  that  were  formerly  apparent,  but  the  time  has  been  when  Wisconsin  journalists,  col- 
lectively, impressed  all  discriminating  observers  with  their  superiority,  when  compared  or  contrasted 
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with  "  Press  gatherings  "  of  any  of  the  other  States.  Some  of  the  honored  veterans  are  yet 
Mtively  participating  in  aewipftper  work,  bat  many  bave  passed  away  from  life's  aetivities  or 

removed  to  other  Selds  of  labor.  To  bave  enjoyed  the  respect,  con6denoe  and  friendship  of  the 
editors  and  publishers  of  Wisconsin  to  such  a  degree  as  to  have  been  unanimously  elected  to  the 
Presidency  of  their  Association  for  many  consecutive  years,  in  violation  of  its  established  usage, 
before  and  since  my  official  service,  to  re  elect  no  Preddent,  is  a  source  of  pardonable  pridoand 
solid  gratification  ;  espociully  whcti  voiial  and  needy  upstarts  in  journalism  allow  their  papers  to 
be  subsidized  channels  for  personal  insolence  and  abuse  against  me,  for  the  aid  and  comfort "  of 
gracelen  wretches  and  attcucioiu  Tillains,  whose  ambition  for  political  honors  reoeiTed  no  poblio 
favor  while  there  was  at  niy  command  an  out^ipoken  and  truthful  journal  to  roveal  their  rascality 
and  knavery.  The  general  attendance  of  members  during  my  Presidency  of  the  Association 
ranged  from  119  to  191,  against  an  average  attendance  of  less  than  forty  for  three  previous  and 
three  sabsequent  anniTenaries. 

At  eaoli  and  every  anniversary  of  the  Wisconsin  Press  Association  during  my  official  serv- 
iee,  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  editors  and  publishers  of  all  parties  and 
nationalities,  ezprearire  of  their  hearty  approval  of  my  course.  As  »  spedmsn  of  these  resoln- 
tions,  the  following  may  be  here  presented. 

Mmimi,  Xhat  w«  liavt  ao  At  aad  appvoprial*  Ungugi  to  eapnM  thai  dcgrta  of  aoeUl  aod  fhUonml  gntitado 
wkloli  wo  fed  ta  our  houto  loword  our  ofiment.  xooloat  oad  oatiring  Proaldont,  Chartu  Sejmoar.  Hia  ■orticoo 
fnr  pn<t  jmn  bavo  ploood  the  editon  of  this  Stale  under  deep  iind  laating  oblimtions ;  and  while  he  refase«  ony 
p«cuntary  oompenntion  for  the  time  ond  tnonry  he  haa  ao  g^uerouslj  oontribuloa  for  the  hoppineu  and  pleasura  of 
th«  fraternity,  we  CAUUOt  iiiun^  !i(>;ir  ipriutnly  ex|>r<>ss  our  fOOUagO  tlUM  tO  Wioh  bO  Bd^t  liVO  AlNVOr  IB  tho  fllll 
*igor  of  his  maturity,  to  iiiiike  future  ^;eiii'r;itioii.H  hiijipy. 

In  closing  this  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Press  of  La  Crosse,  and  in  rescuing 
many  press  items  from  total  loss,  which  seemed  inevitable  with  the  disappearance  and  destrae- 

tion  of  newspaper  files,  unless  thus  preserved  for  future  reference,  under  various  heads  that  have 
been  ably  treated  and  conveniently  arranged  by  Mr.  M.  H.  Tilden,  of  and  for  the  Western 
HistoridU  Company,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that,  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  I 
have  not  been  cnllea  in  any  court,  either  as  plaintifi'  or  defendant,  except  in  one  single  instance, 
when  the  man  who  m>'<\  me  for  an  old  claim  of  ^il'lO  actually  swore  he  was  a  partner  in  a  bank- 
rupt firm,  whose  uncanceled  obligations  for  many  thousands  of  dollars,  duly  attested  by  the  sig- 
natore  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  officers  of  the  bank  that  discounted  the  paper  for  him  were,  by 
ne  exhibited  in  court,  where  both  j)!;iiiit:ff  an<l  defendant  were  entitled  plead  the  stature 
of  limitations.  This  explanation,  verified  by  court  records,  should  forever  exonerate  me  from 
any  nnkind  imputations  on  that  score.  •  ' 

Delinqnent  subscribers  for  and  non-paying  advertisers  in  my  newspaper  were  never  sued. 
People  are  scarce  who  will  omit  to  ]>ay  for  a  valuable  journal.  My  patrons  always  gave  me  cordial 
welcome  when  I  came  around  upon  collecting  pilgrimages.  They  knew  1  had  use  for  all  the 
funds  that  belonged  to  me  ;  and  if  any  surplus  came,  it  would  soon  obtain  circulation."  It 
was  often  said  I  "jumped  accounts"  on  demand;  but,  occasionally,  a  wouM-be  ra-jcal  Ims  fmind, 
to  bis  sorrow,  that  my  tally -stick  "  was  reliably  accurate.  The  mission  of  the  Pres8  is  one  of 
honor  and  mwfblnees;  and  those  intrusted  with  its  management  should  be  liberal  and  tolerant, 
but  discriminating  and  just.  If  the  writers  and  publishers  of  obituaries,  the  preachers  of  pan- 
egyrics and  eulogies,  and  the  engravers  of  epitaphs  would  combine  in  judicious  and  honest  treat- 
ment of  people,  alive  or  dead,  the  great  bulk  of  mankind  would  be  afraid  to  die  until  they 
merited  a  favorable  obituary,  which  terminated  with  the  printer's  '^rec*  ]  >  f  hl  u,  date;"  a 
"  Christian  burial;"  and  amonument  bearing  the  inscription,  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in 
the  Lord."  Cuaklks  Suymuub. 

BIU0I0U8. 

Pint  Preilbjfterian  0!lwwil.— There  seems  ample  evidence  tbet  the  Congregational  Church 

of  this  city  was  originally  founded  upon  the  plan  of  union  provided  for  the  mutual  accommoda- 
tion of  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalist^  and  generally  prevailing  between  these  bodies  in 
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the  early  settlement  of  Wisconsin.  It  was  reported  as  a  Presbyteran  Choroh  to  the  PraebrterT 
of  St.  Paul  (new  school)  in  1853,  having  twenty  memben)Mid  with  its  miniater,  Bmw.  JennC. 

Sberwin,  formed  a  part  of  that  Presbytery. 

In  the  year  1858,  Rev.  D.  C.  Lyon,  then  a  Presbyterian  missionary  for  the  State,  visited 
La  Crosse.  Finding  the  Gongregationaliate  and  others  happily  at  work,  he  bade  them  God:$peed, 
and  withdrew  without  any  effort  mr  the  ibrmation  of  a  ehnroh. 

March  14,  1866,  Rev.  J.  Irwin  Smith,  then  Synodical  Missionary  for  the  territory  embrace! 
in  Minnesota  and  Upper  Wisconsin,  arrived  in  La  Crosse  to  inquire  and  report  upon  its  need^ 
and  prospects,  in  view  of  the  Presbyterian  Charoh.  He  spent  a  week  in  qaiet  survey  of  the 
field  in  acquaintance  with  its  people,  its  situation,  business  and  religions  proriaiiHM.  He  wesio 
well  satisfied  of  the  claims  of  the  people  of  Presbyterian  order,  wlio  wore  without  attachment 
to  any  religious  body,  and  of  large  masses  of  people  unreached  by  any  aj^encyi  that  he  reported 
strongly  in  fiivorof  establishing  a  ehnreh  in  this  ei^,  and  before  leaving  he  made  all  the  arrange* 
nients  for  the  undertaking,  bought  lot  and  dwelling  for  residence,  on  Division  street,  between 
Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  secured  sub-lease  of  a  small  church  building  for  place  of  worship,  and 
announced  to  its  citisens  that  in  a  few  weeks  they  might  look  for  a  minister  on  the  ground  and 
aervioesb^n. 

The  diffieultic-^  and  hindrances  in  the  way  of  the  enterprise  were  too  great  for  man's  ability 
but  not  too  vast  for  God's  power,  and  in  His  name  and  trust  it  was  devoutly  entered  upon. 
Search  had  in  vain  been  employed  to  find  another  minister  who  was  willing  to  enter  the  fori>id- 
ing  task.  8o  Mr.  Smith  re.solved  to  take  it  as  his  own.  He  reached  La  Creese  with  &mily  and 
goods  on  the  steamer  War  Eagle,  on  the  evening  of  May  2,  18r>r»,  almost  equally  unknowing 
and  unknown  to  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  entered  the  dwelling  he  had  purcbaseid,  and  made 
nnnouneement  of  services  for  the  eoming  Sabbath.  The  plaee  of  worship  waste  be  the  Germu 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This  small  edifice  stood  then  on  the  north  side  of  Jay  street,  ea-^t 
of  the  alley  above  Fifth  street.  It  had  been  erected  and  occupied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Richter  and  his 
people,  but  vacated  by  them  and  leased  to  the  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church.  And  from 
the  Pastor  of  that  congregation  Mr.  Smith  had  procured  sub^lease,  with  privilege  of  holding 
Sabbath  school  at  early  hour,  public  worship  in  afternoon,  and  prayer  meeting  on  Thursday  ' 
evening.  This  structure  has  been  removed  to  northeast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Ferry  streets, 
and  forms  the  main  body  of  the  comely  and  ornamental  chareh  edifice  now  enjoyed  by  dist 
people — the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  body  in  La  Crosee.  ' 

Neatly  framed  cards  of  invitation,  printed  iti  colors,  wore  hung  in  the  hotels  and  public 
places,  packet  cards  announcing  hour  and  place  of  Sabbath  school  were  distributed,  and  the 
eongregation  inereased  steadily.  But  as  a  condition  for  utmost  harmony  afterward,  the  organi- 
zation of  the  membership  wa.s  deferred  for  more  thorough,  mutual  acquaintance.  This  was 
conformed  by  authority  of  Chippewa  Presbytery,  August  23, 18d6,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  regularly 
installed  Pastor  of  the  church  November  following. 

Meanwhile,  measures  were  progressing  for  the  erection  of  a  sanctuary  for  worship.  Jtne 

14,  a  meeting  of  those  favorable  to  it  was  held  at  the  Piistor'a  residence  to  choose  Trustees. 
P.  S.  Davidson,  James  McCrae,  William  Ferguson,  S.  F.  Smith,  Dr.  D.  D.  Cameron  and  B.  C. 
Prentiss  were  selected,  and  William  J.  Scott,  the  Secretary,  certified  this  first  board  to  the  county  ' 
officials.    At  the  same  time,  J.  Irwin  Smith,  and  James  McCrae  and  S.  F.  Smith  were  appointed 
to  select  and  make  terms  for  building  lots.    They  made  purcliase  of  the  fine  location  on  the  , 
corner  of  King  and  Sixth  streets,  at  $1,200,  and  began  subscriptions  toward  building.    W.  S.  j 
J.  Nichols  furnished  the  plans,  and  the  foundations  were  completed  hdbre  winter.  j 
Early  next  year,  the  work  was  rssutned.    That  subscription  was  the  constant  pocket  com-  i 
panion  of  the  Pastor  through  a  year  and  a  half.    Messrs.  A.  and  D.  D.  McMillan  rendered 
invaluable  aid  in  money  and  counsels  at  everv  stage.    The  ladies,  at  a  single  festival,  netted 
9265  tor  windows,  carpeting,  furniture  and  bell.   iMoember  29,  the  eongregation  eatened  it  m 
a  Baaotuaiy  for  the  first  time.   The  veneering  of  the  brick  outride  was  addetfthe  foUowiag  sun* 
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mer,  and  the  house  was  dedicated,  without  a  collection^  the  property  complete,  at  a  cost  of  $7,500, 
vitbout  a  penny  to  begin  with,  or  a  cent  of  debt  at  the  close. 

Mr.  Smith  remained  Pastor  till  the  end  of  June,  1880,  when  he  resigned,  and,  after  a  brief 
vacancy,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  D.  Thomas,  the  present  incumbent. 

Nwih  PtnuHyterian  OAuroA.— Several  yean  before  this  eboreh  had  existeiiee)  ^  Congre- 

Stional  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  people  had  ofganiiatiou,  and  worduped  fide  by  side  in 
B  schoolhouse  of  the  viUace  at  Korth  La  Crosse. 
The  Congregational  (Anrdh  was  weakened  by  removals  and  depleted  by  the  war,  so  that 
Bev.  Edward  Brown,  its  last  Pastor,  left  the  field,  and  the  organization  was  disbanded.  In  tha 
spring  of  1866,  Rev.  J.  Irwin  Smith,  of  St.  Paul,  visited  the  place,  with  the  city  adjoining, 
and,  upon  inquiry  of  a  merchant  in  his  store  about  the  religious  supplies  of  the  people,  was  told 
that  he  himself  was  the  only  single  Christian  here,  and  there  was  no  nligious  service  on  Sabbath. 

When  Mr.  Smith  settled  in  Lu  CrD'^se  in  May  succeeding,  he  ascertained  that  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  Rev.  J.  H.  Bonham,  continued  to  hold  religious  services  on  alternate  Moa* 
day  evenings,  the  only  meetings  for  publie  worship  maintained  then.    Mr.  Smith  began  to 

5 reach  at  first  on  alternate  Sabbaths,  and  then  eaoh  Sabbath  morning,  commencing  June  10. 
he  schoolhouse  stood  upon  the  site  of  the  present  Fifth  Ward  School.  In  the  summer  of  1867, 
this  building  was  to  be  sold  to  give  place  to  a  better  edifice,  vhieh  has  again  bean  supplemented 
by  the  present  structure.  This  sale  would  leave  no  place  for  worship.  It  was  reported  that  it 
was  to  be  converted  into  a  saloon.    Mr.  Smith  held  $100  in  his  pocket  for  use  of  the  building 

{oing  forward  in  the  city.  More  was  needed.  .Meeting  Rev.  Stuart  Mitchell,  of  Kilbourn  City, 
e  asked  whether  he  knew  any  of  the  Lord's  stewards  with  9^00  to  spare.  Mr  Mitchell  replied, 
"  He  had  $200  in  Van  Steenwyk's  Bank  (Batavian),  to  be  used  for  a  European  tour.  If  Mr. 
Smith  would  guarantee  its  return  by  April  1, 1868,  he  should  have  it  till  then  without  interest." 

Done,"  he  said,  and  drew  the  cash,  bought  the  sohoolhoose  in  his  own  name ;  engaged  to  move 
it  off  to  its  present  location,  and  its  refitting  for  church  purposes  went  forward  at  the  same  time 
with  the  building  in  the  city.  In  the  year  1878,  the  building  was  enlarged,  adding  one-half  to 
its  capacity. 

The  Congregation  was  at  first  but  a  part  of  the  same  organisation  with  the  First  Church, 
Mr.  Smith  preaching  for  nine  years  at  h-ii^^t.  morning,  and  in  evening  to  the  First  Church,  and 
afterwanl  to  the  North  Church.  The  building  was  dedicated  August  9,  1868,  and  a  separate 
organization  of  the  church  formed  May  1, 1870,  A.  H.  Hankerson  and  J.  B.  Harknees  hmng 
ordained  Ruling  Elders. 

Mr.  Smith  continued  his  ministry  in  both  churches  till  the  close  of  April,  1876,  ten  years, 
landing  his  charge  demanded  more  time  for  pastoral  visitation,  he  relinqnished  this  part  of  his 
field,  promising  to  supply  the  church  gratuitously  until  a  successor  onlil  be  found,  and  to  aid 
them  in  finding  a  Pastor.  In  September,  1876,  Kev.  Walter  K.  France  was  secured,  and  the 
congregation  at  once  took  rank  among  the  vigorous  and  infiuential  churches  of  the  dty.  Mr. 
France  remained  with  this  people  three  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Ariel  M.  Ma.ster, 
who,  however,  at  the  end  of  a  year  retired,  leaving  the  church  ag^n  without  a  stated  Pastor  at 
present. 

3%<  First  Ocmgngaiienal  Church  of  La  Cro»ae. — Was  otganised  at  an  early  period  in  the 
settlement  of  La  Cro«He,  when  the  whole  population  hardl}'  exceeded  one  hundred.  Hcv.  John 
0.  Sherwin,  who,  a  few  months  before,  had  commenced  his  labors  in  this  field  as  a  missionary 
of  the  American  Home  Society,  called  together  on  the  22d  of  January,  1852,  the  few  members 
of  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Churches  residiiig  here,  and  organized  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  La  Cro^e.  This  bumble,  but  important  organization,  was  effected  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Deacon  S.  T.  Smith  in  the  second  story  of  a  small  wooden  structure  on  Front  street, 
the  lower  story  of  which  was  occupied  by  Campbell  k  Smith  as  a  store.  The  building  has  long 
since  been  torn  down  to  give  place  to  a  larger  and  more  substantial  brick  edifice.  The  follow- 
ing ten  names  constituted  the  entire  original  membership :  Stephen  C.  Johnson,  James  E. 
Bn>wn,  Mrs.  Franoea  S.  Barber,  F.  M.  Rwilee^  Byron  Viets,  Walter  Brown,  Mrs.  Virginia  A. 
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Sherwin,  Mrs.  Lucy  W.  Revnolds,  Mrs.  Sarah  Rublee,  Mrs.  Millie  Viets.  Dr.  S.  C.  Johnson 
was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Chnrob.    At  »  meeting  two  days  later,  January  24,  1852, 

the  organization  was  completed  by  the  election  of  two  Deacons,  F.*M.  Ruble*  Mid  Walter 
Brown,  and  by  calling  by  unanimous  vote.  Rev.  J.  C.  Sherwin  to  the  pastorate. 

In  July,  1852,  the  church  voted  to  apply  for  temporary  connection  with  the  Minneeota  Pres- 
l^teiy,  according  to  the  **  Plan  of  Union  "  then  in  Vqgue;  but  for  some  rciison  this  connection 
waa  never  effected.  In  February.  I860,  the  church  was  received  into  the  Congregational  Con* 
TOntion  of  La  Crosse  District,  with  which  it  is  still  connected. 

The  Congrentional  sociHy  was  organised  on  the  20th  of  September,  1852,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Board  of  Trustees:  Timothy  Burns,  Edwin  Flint,  George  W.  Havens,  Howard  Cimmer, 
Walter  Brown,  F.  M.  Rublee,  E.  Childs,  B.  B.  Healey,  George  Farnum. 

The  society  afterward  lost  its  legal  existence  through  a  failure  to  elect  officers.  A  re-or- 
ganizatiun  was  effected  under  its  present  Constitution  December  6,  185.5.  Religious  services 
were  held  in  the  old  wooden  court  house  until  1854.  then  in  the  old  Third  Ward  brick  school- 
house  until  their  first  church  was  built  in  1855,  which  was  dedicated  on  the  1st  day  of  Novem- 
b«r,  1855,  Rev.  Dexter  Clary,  of  Beloit,  preaehing  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  lot,  located  on 
Fourth  street,  then  estimated  at  $500  was  presented  to  the  society  by  Peter  Cameron.  The 
original  building  cost  91,756.64,  which,  in  1856,  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  twenty-five 
feet  to  its  length. 

or  the  ten  original  members,  bat  one,  Walter  Brown,  still  remains  a  member  of  the  orgsa* 
ization,  and  only  five  are  now  living.  The  following,  one-half  of  the  original  church,  htre 
died:  Mrs.  Frances  Barber  died  in  the  town  of  Farmington,  La  Crosse  Co.,  July  25,  1853; 
Deacon  F.  M.  Rablee  died  at  Central  City,  Cal.,  November  19, 1860;  Mr.  Byron  Veits  died 
at  West  Salem,  La  Crosse  County,  in  1871  ;  Mrs.  Virginia  A.  Sherwin  died  at  Menomonee, 
November  15,  1874,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  W.  Reynolds  died  in  La  Crosse,  May  19,  1881.  The 
other  four  persons  took  letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation  to  other  churches.  Dr.  S.  C. 
Johnson  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Albany,  N.  T. ;  Mrs.  Millie  Veita  resides  near  Tretnpsa* 
lenu ;  Sural)  Rublee,  now  Mra.  J.  M.  Hayes,  resides  at  West  Salem;  Jamcs  £.  Brown  in  Uoa> 
laska,  La  Crosse  County,  and  Walter  Brown  in  La  Crosse. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Sherwin  retained  the  pastoral  care  of  the  chnrob  and  society  until  October  1, 
1857,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  at  which  time  Rev.  N.  C.  Chapin  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  Pastor,  which  position  he  occupied  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  was  8ucceede<i  by 
Rev.  E.  Y.  Garrette,  October  1,  1872,  After  his  resignation,  Rev.  Robert  Nourse  assumed  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  church  October  10,  1880,  which  he  continued  to  exercise  with  distinguished 
ability.  Rev.  J.  d^^herwin  is  still  living,  engaged  in  active  and  efficient  missionary  work  in 
Texas.  Rev.  N.  C.  Chapin  is  preaching  in  St.  Olond,  Minn. ;  Rev.  £.  Y.  Garrette  resides  io 
.  Atlanta,  Oa.,  whither  he  went  on  account  of  ill  health. 

The  old  house  of  worship  was  oocapied  about  fifteen  years,  when  it  wa.s  sold  to  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  Church,  and,  in  1870,  the  church  and  society  built  their  present  beautifal 
church  edifice  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Seventh  streets,  at  a  cost  of  334,000.  This  house 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  800,  and  contains  a  valuable  organ,  which  was  donated  to  the  chnreh 
by  the  late  Gen.  L.  E.  Webb. 

During  the  twenty-nine  years  of  the  history  of  this  church,  she  has  received  into  her  com- 
munion 408  members.  Of  this  number  some  have  died,  many  have  removed  to  other  plaeea, 
taking  letters  of  dismission,  leaving  the  present  membership  180. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are :  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  Nourse ;  Deacons,  Renel 
Weston.  W.  W.  Jones,  H.  I.  Bliss,  W.  N.  Fay  and  John  James;  Clerk,  R.  (J.  Douglass. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Society  are:  President,  S.  Martindale ;  Trustees,  S.  Blartio* 
dale,  W.  \V.  Jones,  Renel  Weston,  M,  Conant,  W.  N.  Fay,  James  McCord,  G.  B.  MontsgQe, 
S.  S.  Burton,  and  H.  I.  Bliss ;  Treasurer,  S.  S.  Burton ;  Clerk,  J.  M.  Uolley. 

Baptitt  C^wreh. — On  'the  1st  day  of  October,  1851.  some  seven  members  of  the  Third 
Baptist  Church  of  St  Louis,  Mo.,  emigrated  to  La  Crosse  with  a  view  of  pemaaent  settlemeiit 
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and  the  earlj  orgnnizatioD  of  a  Baptut  Church.  They  brought  a  ^0  Sunday  school  librarj 
wA.  tbem  to  supply  »  sehool  tiMit  nad  been  prenously  organised  by  one  of  their  memben  who 
preceded  the  small  colony. 

On  arriTal,  they  found  a  resident  population  of  nbout  one  hundred  whiter  and  as  many  or 
more  Indians. 

SooD  after  their  arrival,  Elder  William  H.  Card  (then  of  Fond  du  Lee),  viaited  the  Tillage. 

Upon  learning  the  intention  of  a  church  organization,  at  an  early  day,  ho  consented  to  move  nis 
family  here  and  assist  in  accomplishing  that  object.  Himself  and  family  and  four  other  fiap- 
tilt  members  arrived  in  La  Crosse  in  the  following  month.  November.  On  the  22d  day  of  Jan* 
nary,  1>^  V2.  the  church  was  organized  in  the  liou«e  of  S.  T.  Smith  with  fourteen  memhcra,  the 
Cbngregational  Church  of  twelve  members  bein^  organized  at  the  same  time  and  place ;  the  two 
-^iirehes  asaisting  each  other  in  their  orgaaiaation,  and  the  mtniaten  of  each  ehnreh,  William 
H.  Card  and  J.  C.  Sherwin,  giving  the  hand  of  fejlowshlp  and  recognition  to  each  other  aa  rep- 
resentatives of  their  respective  churches. 

It  is  gratifying  to  reflect  that  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  centnry  these  two  chnrehea  have 
lived  side  by  side,  often  working  together,  always  harmoniously.  May  each  succeeding  celebra- 
tion of  the  two  churches  witness  the  same  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship  and  brotherly  kindness. 
At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  church,  Elder  William  H.  Card  wa^  called  to  the  pastorate, 
and  Silvester  Smith  and  Samnel  T.  Smith  elected  Deacons.  From  this  time  until  August, 
18o2,  this  church  held  union  meetings  with  the  Methodist  and  Conj^rejiational  Churches,  Pas- 
tors preaching  alternately,  first  in  private  houses  until  the  court  bouse  was  built,  and  then  in 
that  until  the  Baptist  Ghorch  bailt  ita  firrt  meeting  hooae.  This  house  was  commeneed  in  May 
and  finished  in  August  following,  just  ninety  days  from  its  commencement.  Elder  Walker, 
Pastor  of  the  Third  Baptist  Church  of  St.  Louis,  preached  the  dedication  sermon  from  the 
words  **  In  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners."    Psalm  xx,  5. 

The  union  meetings  and  Sunday  school  which  had  heen  taken  up  hitherto,  were  now,  at 
the  suggestion  of  tlie  Paators  of  the  other  churches,  dissolved,  they  still  holding  union  meetings 
and  Sunday  school  in  the  court  house,  and  the  Baptists  repairing  to  their  new  chapel  and  or- 
ganizing their  own  school.  This  school  lives  to  tiiM  day,  and  baa  never  died  out  in  winter.  In 
March,  18.')3,  Elder  Card's  health  failing,  he  resigned  his  pastorate,  and  in  the  following  month 
£lder  Spencer  Carr  succeeded  him  to  the  pastorate.  Subsequently,  Elder  Carr  so  far  recovered 
his  health  as  to  be  able  to  preach,  and  the  chvreh  employed  him  as  their  missionary  to  labor  in 
the  surrounding  country  at  a  salary  of  ^fiOO  per  annum.  Several  churches  were  organized  by 
him,  and  others  greatly  strengthened.  Elder  Carr  remained  with  the  church  from  his  settle- 
ment in  1853  until  July,  18')7,  when  his  health  failing,  be  resigned.  During  iiis  pastorate,  the 
church  commenced  ita  aeoond  meeting  house,  the  first  being  too  small  to  hold  the  congregation. 
This  new  house  commenced  in  I  HSG  was  to  be  built  of  stone,  50x82  feet.  The  basement  was 
put  up,  covered  in,  and  seated  and  made  ready  for  occupancy  at  a  cost  of  some  ^,000.  It  was 
the  intention  of  tihe  chnrch  to  complete  the  bnilding  the  next  year,  1857.  But  in  this  year  the 
great  financial  crisis  came  on,  paralyzing  business  in  every  department,  which  made  it  necessary 
for  the  church  to  abandon  the  idea  of  an  early  completion  of  its  house,  and  be  content  to  wor- 
ship In  the  baaanent  and  until  the  time  ahonld  come  when  they  ahoidd  be  able  to  carry  out 
their  cherished  vievt  in  the  completion  of  the  house.  In  this  place  they  worshiped  during  the 
entire  pastorate  of  Rev.  C.  Willett,  who  succeeded  Elder  Carr  in  October,  1857,  and  remained 
there  until  January,  1863,  when  he  resigned,  soon  after  which  Rev.  W.  W.  Moore  was  obtained, 
who  served  the  church  first  as  a  supply  for  three  months,  and  then  as  Pastor  until  September, 
1H74.  when  he  resigned.  During  Iiis  pastorate,  the  church  nearly  comp!ete<l  its  second  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  about  ^l'^*^^^*  From  this  until  time  to  the  dedication  which  occurred  in  No- 
vember, 1864,  and  until  the  call  and  settiement  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Drown  aa  ^tor,  the  church  was 
supplied  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Palmer  and  Rev.  S.  Carr.  The  dedicatory  sermon  of  this,  their  second 
church  was  preached  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Colver,  D.  D.,  long  smce  deceased.  Uis  text  was 
.Remans,  xii,  1.  Rev.  A.  A.  Drown  aettied  in  January,  1865,  and  remained  with  the  chnroh 
aa  Pastor  nntil  January,  1871,  when  be  reaigned. 
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Doriag  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Drown,  the  church  was  called  to  pass  through  a  fierj 
ordeal.  Its  fine  church  building,  which  it  had  labored  so  hard  to  complete,  and  for  which  thej 
were  still  a  little  in  debt,  wiis  mysteriously  laid  in  ashes  at  their  feet.  Tliis  occurred  Febmaiy 
7,  1866.  It  was  to  the  church  a  day  of  sadness,  and,  we  believe,  a  day  of  hurailiation—a  day 
of  chastisement.  But,  though  chastened,  they  were  not  yet  destroyed,  nor  yet  discouraged;  nr 
at  a  meeting  held  in  the  evening  of  the  tame  day,  it  was  reeolved,  by  God's  lielp,  to  enlarge  the 
foundation  and  erect  another  building  superior  in  every  respect  to  the  first.  But  in  carrviti^ 
out  such  a  resolution,  unusual  sacrifices  had  to  be  met;  and  the  church  might  have  failed  m 
their  worthy  purpose,  had  they  been  led  by  one  less  willing  to  share  in  both  the  labors  and  the 
■aorifices  which  lay  twtween  the  determination  and  the  accomplishment. 

In  all  the  emergencies  of  the  five  years'  struggle,  their  Pastor,  Rev.  A.  A.  Drown,  toiled 
earnestly  at  home  and  abroad  to  secure  the  necessary  means,  and  in  the  most  critical  time,  gave 
from  hia  own  purse  $1,200— more  than  one  year's  salary.  Betidee  tfile.  the  ladiea  of  the  Iiriiis- 
trial  Society,  we  would  honorably  mention,  who  worked  night  and  day.  and  brought  the  proceed? 
of  their  labors,  from  time  to  time  to  the  building  committee  to  cheer  them  in  their  need.  Nor 
do  they  in  anywise*  forget  their  fellow-citisens  outside  of  their  organization,  who  nobly  and  re- 
peatedly responded  to  their  calls.  The  building  cost  about  $38,000 ;  all  paid  for  at  the  time  of 
the  dedication  except  $3,000,  borrowe<l  from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  about  $2,000  due 
the  builder,  the  latter  sum  being  soon  afterward  provided  for.  The  pulpit  was  filled  by  Rev.  G. 
A.  Simonson,  Rev.  J.  H.  Wil^rman,  Rev.  J.  L.  M.  Young  and  others,  as  supplies,  from  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Drown,  which  occurred  .January  1,  1871,  up  to  June  28,  1872,  when 
Rev.  L.  A.  Abbott  was  called,  and  settled  as  permanent  Pastor.  They  enjoyed  his  faithfal 
labors  from  his  coming,  in  June,  1872,  until  the  spring  of  1878,  when  the  Rer.  L.  W.  Hay- 
hurst  succeeded  him,  May  4,  of  that  year,  serving  until  January  1,  1879,  as  a  supply,  and  since 
which  time  he  had  served  as  Pastor.  Between  him  and  the  chnroh  naught  but  harmony  and 
brotherly  love  prevails ;  and  we  hope  the  relationship  will  long  continue,  and  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  Head  of  the  ehnreh.  The  eonetltttent  members,  nnmbering  fSonrteen,  weie: 
Samuel  T.  Smith,  Mr?.  Sarah  Smith,  Miss  Mary  Smith,  Sylvester  Smith,  Mrs.  Mary  Smith. 
Thomas  Shimmin,  Mrs.  Emma  Shimmin,  Rev.  William  U.  Card,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Card,  Joel 
Byms,  Enos  P.  Williams,  Richard  0.  Richards,  Simeon  X.  Taylor,  Norman  B.  Fish. 

Since  its  orgaaintion,  they  have  received,  by  baptisms,  217 ;  by  letter,  257  ;  by  experi- 
ence, 47,  which,  together  with  the  14  original  members,  makes  a  total  of  535.  They  have  also 
dismissed  by  letter,  232 ;  excluded,  34  ;  erased,  41 ;  and  48  have  died,  making  a  total  of  355, 
so  that  at  preeent  it  oontains  180  members.  The  year  in  which  the  ehnreh  had  the  grsatest 
number  of  accessions  was  18.08,  5G  being  received,  38  of  these  by  baptism.  The  year  in  which 
the  smallest  number  was  received  was  1870,  four  only  being  added  tl^t  year.  The  years  ia 
which  there  were  no  conversions  were  1862,  1863  and  1870.  The  number  of  eonrersions  for 
the  whole  twenty-three  years  of  the  existence  of  the  church,  is  equal  to  8  for  each  year. 

During  the  lifetime  of  thi.s  church,  members  have  been  dismissed,  through  who!»e  influence, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  nine  churches  have  been  organized,  five  in  Minnesota  and  four  in  VViscoa- 
iin.   About  964,000  has  been  expended  in  bnildings. 

Bapthf  Sahhafh  School. — The  history  of  this  school  is  so  closely  connected  with  that  of 
the  first  Sabbath  school  ever  held  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  spealc- 
ing  of  that  school,  and  showing  how  one  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  other,  as  is  almost  invari- 
ably the  case,  that  in  all  new  countries,  the  Sabbath  school  preceded  the  church.  In  May, 
1851,  Deacon  S.  T.  Smith  organized  the  first  Sabbath  school,  and  gathered  into  it  all  the  whit* 
children  on  this,  then,  prairie.  There  were  no  churches  here,  but  there  were  some  Cbristiaa 
men  and  Christian  women,  and  where  yon  find  men  and  women  whose  hearts  are  filled  wiA  tbs 
love  of  God,  you  will  soon  see  that  lore  manifested  in  the  gathering  of  the  children  and  youth 
to  teach  them  the  way  of  life.  Ail  the  Christian  people  came  to  his  assistance,  and  some  who 
were  not  Christians  seemed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  laying  the  foundations  for,  at  least, 
a  moral  sentiment  in  the  oommamty,  and  gave  the  wei|^t  <^  their  inflneooe  in  tliat  diieetioB. 
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De«ooa  Smith  was  elected  Superintendent,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Ladue,  Secretary.  The  school  num- 
bered leas  than  twenty-five,  all  told.    Bat  tlui*  were  days  of  rapid  growth,  and  the  popnIatHm 

vonld  aometimes  double  in  a  few  months.  Th»  number  of  Chriatian  people  increased  rapidly, 
and  the  school  soon  doubled  itJ*  membership.  October  1  of  thi?  year,  1851,  seven  members  of 
the  Third  Baptist  Church  of  St.  Louis,  left  their  home  to  form  a  colony  on  this  prairie.  The 
Superintendent  of  this  school  secured  a  9^0  library  by  paying  half  the  price  of  it  to  the  Amer- 
ican Sunday  School  Union,  This  was  soon  increased  by  a  donation  from  a  Congregationnlist 
Church,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  secured  by  Mr.  Walter  Brown,  who  was  one  of  the  earnest  workers  ^ 
in  the  aehool. 

During  the  winter  that  followed,  the  number  of  Cliristiim  people  had  so  increased 
that  the  two  churches  were  organized,  as  before  stated.  The  Baptist  Church  at  once  began 
preparation  for  the  batlding  of  a  ehareh.  Work  was  begnn  in  May,  and  in  just  ninety  days 
the  house  was  dedicated.  During  the  months  that  had  elapsed  since  the  completion  of  the 
court  hou«io.  the  Sabbath  school,  and  in  fact  all  religiou'i  services,  had  been  held  in  the  court 
house.  But  now  that  a  better  and  more  convenient  place  was  provided,  the  fjuestion  arose 
whether  they  should  hold  the  Union  Sabbath  Sdiod  in  the  church,  or  should  divide  and  have 
two  schools.  The  question  being  put  to  a  vote,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  Union  School, 
but  to  hold  it  in  the  church.  But  during  the  week  that  followed,  the  matter  was  talked  over  by 
some  who  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  arrangement,  and  on  the  followinf^  Sabbath,  the 
Congrngationalist  and  Methodist  brethren  went  back  to  the  court  house. 

Fram  this  time,  August,  1852,  dates  the  existence  of  the  Baptist  Sabbath  School  of  La 
Crosse.  It  organized  by  electing  Deacon  W.  W.  TTstiek,  Snperintendent,  and  had  a  member- 
ship of  not  &r  from  forty  in  all,  officers,  teachers  and  scholars.  Deacon  Ustick  served  two 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Corvdon  Boughton,  who  served  one  year.  He  was  followed  by 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  who  served  two  years.  Some  of  the  early  records  of  the  school  being  lost, 
we  hnre  no  means  of  giving  the  exact  membership  of  the  school  during  these  years,  but  we 
know  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  five  years,  the  raembership  had  increased  to  about  I'jO. 
Ur,  S.  V.  Aldrich  was  elected  Superintendent  in  1857,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  I.  L.  Batch- 
elder,  in  1858,  who  resided  here  at  the  time,  bnt  was  not  Pastor  of  the  chnrch.  He  left  the 
dty  in  January,  in  18.')n,  and  was  followed  by  J.  T.  Van  Valkonlim  who  served  six  years. 
In  1866,  M.  F.  Colton  was  elected  Superintendent,  and  served  also  six  years.  In  1871,  J.  T. 
Van  Valkenburg  was  again  chosen,  and  served  one  year.  In  1872,  8.  B.  Olson  was  ehosen, 
and  served  two  years.  In  1874,  II.  J.  Peck  was  elected,  and  served  three  years.  In  1877, 
Rev.  L.  A.  Abbott  was  electe<l,  and  served  one  year.  In  1878,  J.  T.  Van  Valkenburg  was 
again  chosen,  and  still  serves  in  that  position.  The  membership  of  the  school  during  its  exist- 
ence of  twenty-eight  years,  divided  into  periods  of  five  years  each,  has  been  about  as  follows, 
banning  with  about  forty  members:  It  had.  at  the  close  of  the  first  period,  in  1857,  about 
150  members.  At  the  close  of  the  second  period,  in  1862,  about  175  members.  At  the  close 
of  the  third  period,  in  1867,  about  225  members.  At  the  dose  of  the  wurth  period,  in  1872, 
about  225  members.  At  the  close  of  the  fifth  period,  in  1877,  about  17.*  racrabers,  and,  at  the 
present  writing,  has  about  175  in  the  school.  Of  the  whole  number  of  converts  who  have  been 
received  into  the  church  during  its  existence,  about  125  have  been  from  the  Sabbath  aehool. 
The  school  has  done  some  missionary  work,  and  is  still  eoltivating  the  missionary  spirit.  From 
1860  to  186."),  the  school  supported  a  native  preacher  among  the  Karens,  in  Burmah.  When 
the  church  to  which  their  missionary  preached,  became  self-supporting,  they  turned  their  atten- 
tion in  other  directions.  They  have  since  contributed  to  the  support  of  schools  among  the 
Freedmen  at  the  South,  and  a  mission  at  Rome,  right  under  the  ears  of  the  '*  Vatican,"  where 
the  Pope  can  hear  the  songs  of  the  children,  and  has  not  the  power  to  suppress  the  school  which 
is  making  its  inflnenoe  felt  among  bis  people.  Who  ean  estimate  the  good  that  has  been  ao- 
complished  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  one  sch  ool  ?  Who  can  calculate  the  results  of 
the  influences  for  good  exerted  here?  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  how  many  have  received  their 
first  religious  impressions,  which  in  God's  own  time  shall  be  the  means  of  bringing  tbmn  to 
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Christ,  and  they  in  tura  be  inatrumental  io  bringiag  others,  until  seores  and  handreda  abill  be 
made  hsiis  of  glory. 

2!^  Finf  STt'thodist  Episcopal  Church. — In  1852,  a  class  had  gathered  together, 
consisting  of  a  few  persons  who  had  been  previously  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  elsewhere,  among  them  being  Jacob  Patterson  and  wife,  E.  A.  Chambers  and  wife, 
David  Powell  and  wife,  and  C.  K.  Lord  and  wife.  In  Oetober,  1853,  the  First  MethodiM 
Church  was  organized  in  La  Crosse,  Rev.  Enoch  Tasker  being  sent  here  by  the  Conference  and 
stationed  here  as  preacher.  At  the  first  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Conference  for  La  Crobse 
Station,  held  at  La  Oroese,  October  24, 1858,  were'  present,  Alfred  Bronson,  Presidiiiff  Eider; 
Enoch  Tasker,  Pastor  in  charge ;  C.  K.  Lord,  local  preacher ;  George  Gale,  E.  H.  Chambew 
R.  H.  Elliott,  Stewards;  Jacob  Patterson,  Leader.  R.  H.  Elliott  was  appointed  Secretary. 
The  station  being  a  new  charge  and  the  above-named  members  having  been  such  on  the  cir- 
cuit before  ite  division,  were  recognized  under  the  new  organiistion.  December  25.  1852.  pre- 
vious to  the  organization  of  the  church,  notice  was  given  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  heM  at  the 
house  of  Jacob  Paterson  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Sabbath  school.  It  was  resolved  to 
eommenee  the  echool  Januair  1, 1858.  According  to  the  notice,  they  aanmbled  on  the  two 
following  Sabbaths,  hut  there  being  imly  nine  sebolars  in  attendance,  it  was  retolved  to  postpeae 
the  school  till  the  1st  of  April. 

In  the  fall  of  1853,  a  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $500  on  Fourth  street,  near  the 
corner  of  Cass  and  Fourth,  capable  of  seating  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  The  let  (A 
^vhich  this  was  built,  was  donated  by  Peter  Cameron.  Tlu-  famls  for  building  it  were  procnreil 
among  the  members,  and  by  liberal  contributions  from  persons  not  in  connection  with  the 
society.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Alfred  Bronson.  Enoch  Tasker  remained  le 
Psstor  until  July  1,  1854,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  R.  R.  Wood.  On  June  11,  1855,  the 
Sabbath  school  contained  eleven  officers,  forty  scholars,  and  the  library  contained  one  bnttdred 
volumes. 

R,  R.  Wood  was  followed  as  Pastor  by  Rev,  C.  P.  Hackney  who  came  in  1855,  and  re- 
mained until  1857,  being  followed  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Wierick,  who  rcmjiined  but  one  year.  He.  in 
torn,  was  followed  by  Rev.  T.  0.  Golden.  At  this  time,  in  18ob,  tlie  membership  had  &o  in- 
creased that  8  larger  church  beonme  neoenary.  Accordingly  the  old  one  was  moved,  sad  a  new 
one  built  in  the  place  of  it.  This  church  being  the  present  one,  is  40x60,  with  basement  for 
Sabbath  school  and  social  meetings.  The  church  is  a  frame  one,  capable  of  seating  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  persons.  It  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Eddy,  of  Chicago,  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1859.  At  the  Fourth  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Methodist  Conference  held  March  27, 
185'J,  C.  W.  Marshall  offered  the  following  reeolntion  regarding  the  constraetion  of  the  new 
church : 

Ruohti,  That  the  aotioa  of  Rev.  T.  C.  Ootdra  from  the  eommnuwoicat  to  th«  ooap1«(ioB  of  tka  iknaA  bnU- 

iaj  anterprbe.  be  and  hereby  is  cordiallj  and  cheerfully  approred  and  indorsed,  and  the  thaoki  of  thiabtwdit 
tandored  ta  him  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty  which  was  devolred  upon  him  by  the  official  boon!  of  tlib 
diuroh.  ^ 

During  the  vcnrs  of  1858-^9,  additions  were  made  to  the  church  property,  making  its  tota^ 

value  in  18(i0,  $4,000. 

The  Pastor's  report  for  the  year  ending  March  2,  1867,  gives  one  death  and  50  receirab. 
March  21.  1868,  the  Sunday  scliool  wns  found  to  contain  123  scholars,  and  the  church  on  the 
whole  was  improving;  protracted  meettOjp  beins  held  in  La  Crosse  and  at  Mormon  Coolie.  Id 
1870,  more  additions  having  been  made  to  the  church,  the  total  value  of  all  the  chnreh  property 
was  88,000. 

In  this  year  the  basement  of  the  church  was  tendered  to  the  Methodist  Norwegian  ^fi.«sion 
to  hold  their  services  in,  providing  they  were  not  held  at  a  time  conflicting  with  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society.  On  November  29, 1880,  the  church  was  granted 
to  the  Norwegian  Church,  when  not  used  by  the  Methodists. 

At  the  last  quarterly  conference  it  was  found  there  had  been  received  six  new  members, 
and  only  one  dsoeased. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Pastors  in  charge,  and  the  time  of  the  stay  of  each  since : 
Rev.  T.  C.  Golden,  T.  C.  Clendenning,  from  186'J  to  18G0 ;  H.  T.  Magill,  from  18G0  to  1862 ; 
WilKam  Howe,  from  1862  to  1864;  W.  H.  Brocksome,  from  1864  to  1865;  J.  I.  Anderson, 
from  lHn.5  to  1866  ;  W.  S.  Wright,  from  1866  to  1867;  Isaac  Springer,  from  1867  to  1870; 

M.  B.  Balcb,  from  187U  to  1878;   PbillipB,  from  1873  to  1874;   Uaijh,  from  1874 

to  1875;  B.  B.  Gloagh,  from  1875  to  1878;  F.  8.  Mftther,  horn  1878  to  1879;  Wniiun  B. 
^isb,  from  1879  to  1880,  and  the  present  Pastor,  Rev.  M.  B.  Balch,  in  1881. 

North  La  Oro$u  Methoditt  Epiicopal  Church. — The  Onalaaka  and  North  La  Cros«e  Cir- 
enit  was  established  about  twenty-Bi.x  years  ago,  in  1855.  Rev.  A.  Goolej  was  sent  here  by  the 
conference  to  take  charge  of  the  circuit.  He  was  followed  by  W.  Osborne,  J.  Holt,  W.  Taylor, 
J.  Mead,  and  he  in  turn  by  George  Benham.  During  his  pastorate,  the  church  was  built  in 
1866.  Mr.  Benham  was  followed  by  E.  £.  Clough,  K.  Fancher,  £.  Yolcum.  In  1869,  this 
waa  made  a  separate  station,  and  Rev.  A.  D.  Atwater  was  sent  here  by  the  conference  to  take 
charixe  of  the  station.  Mr.  Afw.iter  was  followed  by  S.  S.  Bcricdict  and  J.  D.  Tiill.  Charles 
Irish  followed  Mr.  Tall,  remaining  only  one  year,  and  was  followed  by  £.  Yolcum,  who  also 
iwnained  one  year.  Charles  Irish  eame  again  after  Mr.  Yoleam,  remaining  a  year  aJao  at  this 
time,  and  was  followed  by  the  present  Pastor,  A  Hazeltine. 

From  1865,  only  eight  deaths  are  recorded  in  the  church  record.  The  membership  of 
this  church  is  very  changeable,  as  a  great  number  are  taken  into  full  membership  into  the 
eburch  by  letter,  and  are  withdrawn  by  letter  also. 

The  present  valuation  of  the  church  is  32.o00.  It  is  capable  of  seating  about  three 
hundred  persons.  In  connection  with  the  church  is  a  Sabbath  school  containing  about  one 
hundred  scholars. 

The  first  class  organized  in  1855  consisted  of  twelve  rnerabors.  The  records  of  this  church 
have  never  been  kept  completely,  so  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  history  of  it  in  as  complete  a 
form  ae  it  is  entitled  to. 

German  Methodut  Bpiteopal  CJiurch. — The  beginning  of  the  German  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Society  of  La  Crosse  datee  to  the  fall  of  1856,  when  Carl  Leipprant,  a  German  missionary 
of  admirable  fitness  was  sent  by  Bishop  Janes  to  locate  a  mission  here.  He  was  under  the 
iapervision  of  that  talented  pioneer,  Presiding  Eider  Rev.  Henry  J.  Figenbaum,  whose  territory 
then  extend«^d  from  Galena  to  St.  Paul.  Mr.  Leippraiit's  untiring  zeal  and  faithfulness  won 
converts,  and  was  the  means  which  led  to  the  organization  of  the  society  the  year  following, 
under  the  ministerial  oare  of  Rev.  P.  Sohaefer.  At  the  conference  in  the  fall  of  1859,  Rev. 
William  Schreiner  was  appointed  for  the  La  Crosse  Mission.  Hitherto  the  German  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society  bad  no  specified  place  of  worship ;  held  their  meetings  in  the  houses  of  mem- 
b«ra.  It  was  left  to  Mr.  8chretn«r*8  energy  and  force  to  ereet  a  plaee  of  worship  With  a 
dotennisation  that  knew  no  failure,  he  set  to  work,  made  the  platis,  collected  the  money  and 
boilt  the  church,  locating  it  on  a  leased  lot  on  Jay  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets. 

Mr.  Schreiner  also  built  the  church  for  the  Mormon  Cooley  branch  of  this  mission  the  fol* 
lowing  year,  and,  at  the  end  of  his  two  years*  pastoral  care,  be  reported  to  eonferenoe,  "two 
churches  built  and  paid  for,  and  society  strengthened  in  numbers." 

Rev.  John  Brauer  was  his  successor,  under  the  Presiding  Eldership  of  11.  Roth.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  fall  of  1864  by  Herman  Richter,  who  remained  on  the  charge  two  years. 
During  his  term,  the  society  lost  heavily  by  removals.  In  the  fall  of  1H(]G,  John  Salzer  was 
appointed.  He  remained  three  years,  and,  under  his  administration,  the  present  church  site  was 
pnrohased,  and  the  old  ehureh  removed  to  where  the  new  edifice  now  stands. 

Rev.  E.  Uhl,  now  Professor  of  History  in  the  Oerman-English  College  at  Galena,  suc- 
ceeded him.  Under  bis  pastoral  care  the  present  parsonage  was  built.  At  the  end  of  two 
years,  in  1868,  Rev.  H.  Roth  succeeded  him,  remaining  three  years,  and  labored  with  much 
acceptability.  Rev.  F.  Hermsmeyer  was  the  next  Pastor,  and  under  bim  the  church  on  the 
Chipmonk  Coolie  charge  was  built.  William  Ilihiebraiit  tnllnweil  him,  remaining  but  one  year, 
owing  to  ill  health,  being  succeeded  by  Kev.  William  Pagenhart,  who  labored  here  two  years.  In 
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the  fall  of  1878,  the  Conference  appointed  Rev.  U.  E.  Fiegenbaum,  who  labored  with  mach 
energy  and  boilt  th«  present  beentiml  dmrdi.  Owing  to  ill  liealth,  he  felt  nnehle  to  oontinoe 
as  Pester,  and  was  snccecded  by  the  Rev.  George  Holger. 

The  merabership  of  the  church  is  in  good  condition  SB  also  are  the  finances,  and  the  cborcb 

property  is  all  free  from  any  incumbrancea. 

Christ's  Episcopal  Church. — On  January  21, 1857,  a  meeting  was  held  for  the  permanent 
organization  of  the  church,  which  previous  to  this  was  merely  a  mission.  At  this  meeting,  held 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  Fayette  Durlin,  Charles  S.  Benton,  John  M.  Levy,  Charles  J.  Strat> 
fbrd,  Albert  Marsh,  W.  W.  Orosby.  Joel  Marsh,  A.  A.  Stevens,  S.  A.  MeKensie  and  W. 
R.  Sill  were  present.  Fayette  Durlin  was  elected  Chairman  and  W.  R.  Sill  Clerk  of  this 
meeting,  and  Charles  S.  Benton,  W.  W.  Crosby.  Joel  Marsh,  A.  A.  Stevens  and  James  Camp- 
bell were  elected  Vestrymen.  The  constitution  was  also  adopted  at  this  meeting,  aud  FayelW 
Durlin  was  engaged  as  the  first  Pastor,  at  a  salanr  of  $500  per  year.  The  Vestiywas  organized 
by  the  election  o  r  C  J  Stratford  as  Senior  WMrden;  W.  R.  SiU,  Seoetuy;  ud  John  M. 
Levy,  Treasurer.    It  was  then 

RmtliMd,  That  dw  ▼Mtiy  1«M«  tha  nw  of  tli*  «U  BaptM  Ghnreli  building  ta  La  Omm^  Ibr  the  period  af  «M 
7Mr  flfom  the  lOtk  of  Janunry,  1857,  at  the  rent  of  9150  po  nuti  nn 

At  a  meetinjT  of  the  Vestry  held  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  a  committeo  was  appointed 
to  select  lots  on  which  to  erect  a  new  church  building.  In  the  spring  of  18G0,  Rev.  Fayette 
Darlin  tendered  bis  resignation,  and,  subsequently,  a  oall  was  extended  to  tbe  Ber.  Jaoss 
Young,  which  he  accepted,  hut  at  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  held  in  August,  1861,  he  was  re- 
quested to  resign  in  consequence  of  his  ill  health.  His  resignation,  therefore,  was  tendered  and  ac* 
cepted  September  10,  IS^^l.  At  the  Vestry  meeting  io  February,  1862,  Be?.  J.  D.  Bartoe 
aeted  as  Chairman,  and  at  another  nuoting  April  28,  it  was  resolved  to  oall  tbe  Bev.  Barton  to 
the  rectorship,  which  call  he  acceptt'd.  Messrs.  Sill.  Kumsey  and  Cameron  were  appointed  as 
a  committee  to  negotiate  for  lots  on  which  to  erect  a  church,  and  Sill  and  Humsey  were  em- 
powered to  oontraet  for  the  erection  of  tbe  building.  At  a  meeting  -of  tbe  Vestry  on  January  3, 
1863,  we  find  the  Rev.  G.  P.  Dorset  in  the  chair.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Sill  was  authorized  to 
negotiate  for  two  lots  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Ninth  streets,  and  also  to  negotiate  for  stone 
with  wbiob  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  new  church  edifice ;  and  at  another  meeting,  March  21, 
Messrs.  W.  B.  Sill,  H.  T.  Bumsey  and  W.  W.  Supplee  were  appointed  a  building  committee, 
with  full  power  to  make  oomtnMts  and  to  superintend  the  building  and  oompletion  of  tbe  chsrch 
edifice. 

In  1864,  tbe  eburdi  building  was  eompleted  and  ready  for  occupancy.   Tbe  Beetor's 

salary  from  Enstcr,  1864,  to  Easter  of  1865,  was  set  at  31,000.  The  Rev.  C.  P.  Dorset,  on 
March  26, 1865,  on  account  of  failing  health,  tendered  to  the  Vestry  his  resignation.  This  the 
Vestry  unanimously  refused  to  accept,  but  raised  his  salary  to  ^l^^OO  a  year,  and  granted  him 
such  u»Te  of  absenoe  from  tbe  parish,  from  time  to  time,  as  be  might  deem  benefieial  to  bit 
health. 

This  proposition  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Dorset,  and  he  continued  his  rectorship.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  tbe  Veetry,  May  7, 1867,  Rev.  Dorset  stated  to  them  that  be  bad  accepted  a  call  from  the 

Cathedral  at  Chicago,  and  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  rectorship  of  the  parish,  which  was  thra 
accepted  by  the  Vestry.  In  September  of  this  year,  it  was  resolved  by  the  Wardens  and  Vestrj- 
men,  that  a  call  be  extended  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rafter  to  become  the  Rector  of  the  parish,  at  % 
salary  of  81,200,  but  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Ve.stry  it  was  resolved  that  his  salary  be 
61,500.  Therefore  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Rafter  took  cluirge  of  the  parish,  Sunday,  September  29, 
1867,  and  after  remaining  in  the  rectorship  until  May  28.  1 HG8,  he  tendered  his  resignation  to 
the  Vestiy,  which  was  accepted.  Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  in  August,  tbe  Ber. 
John  McNamara  was  invited  to  take  charge  of  ilie  parish,  which  invitation  he  accepted,  anJ 
soon  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  rectorship.  April  25,  1870,  a  communication  from  the 
Rector,  relating  to  the  enlarging  of  the  church,  was  received  and  read  to  the  Vestry,  and  W.  B. 
SiU,  8.  L.  Kevins  and  W.  W.  Orasbj  wers  appointed  as  a  oommittee  to  eonsider  tiie  fnigm- 
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In  March,  1875,  the  congregation  purchased  a  parsonage  for  their  Pastor,  on  the  eootheut 
comer  of  Market  and  Seventh  streets,  now  valued  at  ^3,000. 

The  congregation  has  now  800  members,  and  175  ooflimnuiicantB.  In  1880,  thev  bad  41 
baptisms,  1">  cf)nfirmation?.  IT)  marria^^es  and  14  deaths. 

Norwegian  Lutheran  Church,  North  La  Crosse. — There  was  no  regular  congregation  and 
•enriees  estftblitbed  tliere  vntil  1875.  J.  B.  Frieh  preached  there  ooeaaionallj  since  1868,  bat 
the  nembers  hclonjred  to  the  congregation  in  Tvn  Crosse.  In  1873,  tlicv  bc-gnn  the  erection  of 
a  diareh,  and  on  Februarv  8,  lb74,  Kev.  J.  B.  Frich  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  it. 
The  ehureb  is  sitnated  on  rae  oomer  of  Atou  and  St.  James  streets,  and  the  ehnrch,  together 
with  the  lot,  is  valued  at  |800.  Has  seats  for  200  persons.  J.  B.  Frioh  has  always  been  the 
Pastor  of  this  church. 

The  first  members  wore  II.  Dauchertsen,  A.  Fjelstad,  C.  0.  Store,  II.  Simonson,  J.  Sol- 
befg,  F.  H.  Nordlien.  The  congregation  includes  mnv  forty  communicants.  In  1880,  there 
were  15  baptisms,  1  confirmation,  3  marriages,  3  deaths.    A  Sabbath  school  of  '20  children. 

Anthe  Cheaed  Congregation  (Hebrew). — Organized  in  May,  1857,  at  the  bouse  of  I. 
I  Oaotrovita. 

The  first  officers  were  L.  Hirshheimer,  President ;  Isaac  Tuteur,  Vice  President ;  W. 
Scharpf,  Secretary.  Mr.  Hirshheimer  died  about  two  years  ago,  while  Mr.  Tuteur  is  still  an 
honored  resident  and  member  of  tiiat  oongregation.  For  a  few  years  thej  prospered,  bat  as 
their  number  of  paying  members,  after  a  few  years,  was  limited,  they  rather  languished.  For 
about  five  or  six  years  the  members  thereof  had  what  we  would  call  a  revival,  and,  under  the 
present  managenient,  it  is  in  a  flouristiiiig  condition. 

The  co  operation  which  some  of  the  Jewish  members  have  in  those  years  aooomplished,  in 
any  other  denomination  would  be  considered  a  great  personal  sacrifice.  When  we  consider,  even 
at  this  day,  they  have  no  more  than  about  eighteen  or  twenty  paying  members,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  they  have  no  regular  paid  minister,  and  are  oUiged  to  depend  on  the  voluntary 
services  of  their  members,  generally  1.  Gantrovits  and  A.  Pats,  to  officiate  at  thdr  relipoos  cer^ 
emoniea. 

The  present  officers  are :  G.  Langstad,  President ;  H.  Berger,  Secretary ;  Sigmnnd  Oatt- 
msa,  Treasurer. 

Tke  Roman  C'itfi"h'r:  Church. — The  city  of  La  Cros.se  had  not  yet  been  incorporated  when 
Rev.  W.  Tappert,  the  first  re^^ident  jjriest,  arrived  here;  he  held  divine  service  for  tiie  first 
time  on  the  i!4th  of  August,  185.5.    No  church  having  yet  been  erected,  the  service  was  held 
in  private  biiildintr'^  at  first,  and  later  on  in  the  old  court  house.    Rev.  W.  Tappert  was  not 
^   only  the  first  resident  priest  of  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  but  also  of  the  entire  county. 

Previoasly  to  his  arrival,  Rev.  Father  Oattier,  the  French  Pastor  at  Prairie  dn  Ghien, 
Crawford  County,  had  occasionally  visited  this  place,  and  administered  to  the  religions  wautS  of 
the  few  Catholics  then  living  on  the  Prairie  de  La  Crosse."  Kev.  VV.  Tappert  commenced 
bwlding  n  ebureh  at  once,  and  in  spite  of  poverty  and  other  adverse  circumstances,  he  finished 
it  in  1856,  precisely  one  year  after  his  first  service  in  La  Crosse,  on  the  24th  day  of  August, 
1856,  it  was  solemnly  deilicated  to  divine  service.  The  building  was,  of  course,  of  frame;  of 
some  60xHo,  and  situated  on  tlie  northeast  corner  of  Seventh  street  and  Cameron  avenue.  It 
Was  named  St  Mary's,  and  intended  for  all  the  Catholics  in  the  entire  county  of  La  Crosse. 
What  is  now  the  city  nf  La  Crosse,  had  then  about  twenty-five  (^athfilic  families.  Since  the 
arrival  of  W.  Tappert,  the  county  of  La  Crosse  has  had  always  at  least  one  resident  priest,  i.  e., 
the  Pastor  of  St.  Mary's. 

■  By  him  also  tlie  Catholic  families  scattered  all  over  the  county  were  visited  and  attended. 
From  1865  to  1868,  many  a  Pastor  has  been  in  charge  of  that  church  ;  some  of  these  staying 

l^hsrs  for  several  years,  will  still  be  known  by  many  citizens ;  the  Rev.  Father  Etschmann,  and 
(  the  still  better  known  Rev.  M.  M.  Marco,  who  served  as  Pastor  of  St.  Mary's  from  1868  to 
1868.  It  was  he  who,  in  the  year  1867,  was  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Wisconsin,  Hon.  Lucius 
Fsirchild,  as  delegate  of  the  State  to  the  Exhibition  in  Paris,  France.    As  early  as  1856,  a 
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Siller*!  seliool  was  opened  in  the  building  contiguous  to  the  chureh.  This  school,  started  thea 
by  a  small  number  of  men,  has  been  kept  up  ever  since.  In  1863,  the  German -speaking  Cath- 
olics bought  several  lots  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Sixth  and  Main  street'^,  and  at  once  buik 
the  two-storied  brick  building,  still  extant  there,  for  ^8,000,  on  them.  The  Sisters'  school  «&a 
at  onoa  moved  into  this,  which  is  still  used  for  the  same  purpose.  Meanwhile  the  number  of 
Catholics  has  so  much  increasofl,  that  it  wa-<  th^jught  best  to  divide  the  one  big  congregation  into 
two;  this  was  effected  in  1863,  and  according  to  languages,  vis.,  St.  Mary's  congre^Uioo  re- 
tained all  Ae  English *«nd  FMich  speaking  and  St.  Joseph's  all  the  German  and  Bohemisa 
speaking  families.  The  latter  congregation  resolved  to  build  a  church  for  their  own  use  near 
their  schoolhouse;  it  was  commenced  in  1864,  by  laying  the  foundation,  on  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Sixth  and  Main  streets;  owing  to  adverse  circumstances,  however,  the  work  was  discon- 
tinued till  1869. 

In  the  meantime,  another  Reformed  Catholic  Church  had  been  built  in  the  east  end  of  the 
county,  in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  known  as  '*St.  Joseph's  on  the  iltdge."  This  church,  a 
very  simple  log  building,  received  its  first  stationary  priest  in  1867,  by  the  name  of  Rev.  Fatlier 
Florentine,  0.  M.  Cp.,  and,  excepting  short  intervals,  has  had  one  ever  since.  The  old  charefc 
was  replaced  by  a  new  brick  structure  in  1870,  It  is  a  very  substantial  building,  and.  for  a 
country  church,  also  beautiful.  In  1872,  through  the  agency  of  Rev.  P.  Schmidt,  then  Paetor, 
the  congregation  built  a  sohoolhonse,  all  of  brick,  worth  about  $4,500,  and  at  once  opened  iMr 
parochial  school.  A  new  parsonage,  of  brick,  worth  about  $2,500,  was  added  the  year  fullow- 
ing.  AU  these  buildings  were  designed  and  erected  by  the  architect,  M.  Joseph  Limfelder,  of 
La  Crosse. 

Another  Reformed  Catholic  Church  was  built  in  the  town  of  Washington  in  1871.  It  is  a 
small  structure,  and  of  frame,  and  never  has  hail  a  stationary  priest,  but  is  regularly  visited  by 
the  priest  from  "St.  Joseph's  Ridge.  "  Ttie  church  is  popularly  known  by  the  name  of  "St. 
Peter's  on  the  Ridge." 

A  new  era  opened  for  the  Catholics  of  the  city  and  county  of  La  Crosse  in  1S')8.  Up  to 
that  year  they  had  belonged  to  the  Diocese  of  Milwaukee,  then  comprising  the  entire  temtorv 
of  the  State  of  Wisoonmn.  In  the  above  given  year,  the  diocese  was  divided  into  three — Green 
Bay,  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee — of  which  La  Orosse  embraced  that  part  of  the  State  which  lie^ 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  with  La  Crosse  as  the  resident  place  of  ly 
Bishop,  and  therefore  named  Diocese  of  La  Crosse."  Its  first  Bishop  was  Rt.  Rev.  Micbaei 
Heiss,  a  meet  learned  divine  and  universally  highly-esteemed  priest  previously  to  his  removal  te 
La  Crosse.  President  of  the  Milwaukee  Priests*  Seminary  (see  his  biography  in  this  work': 
was  consecrated  on  the  tith  day  of  September,  1868,  in  the  Cathedral  of  Milwaukee,  lie  came 
to  La  Crosse  on  his  name's-dav  (September  29)  of  the  same  year,  where  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  old  parsonage  of  St.  Mary's.  How  wisely  Pope  Pius  IX  ji&d  acted  by  appointing  him 
the  first  bishop  of  the  new  diocese  was  soon  apparent.  St.  Mary's  was  still  the  only  Catholic 
church  in  the  city.  He  at  once  gave  St.  Joseph's  congregation  a  priest  of  their  own  (Kev.  H. 
Kampeohroer),  and  encouraged  them  to  build  their  intended  new  church,  the  founoatiea  ef 
which  had  been  laid  already,  as  we  htwe  seen  above.  The  plans  were  revised,  and  the  work  re- 
sumed as  early  in  the  spring  of  1869  as  the  weather  permitted.  In  1870,  on  the  fiist  SundaT 
in  October,  the  structure  was  finished  as  far  as  it  is  now,  and  solemnly  dedicated  by  Very  Rev.  IL 
Kundig,  of  Milwaukee,  Rt.  Rev.  Michal  Heiss  attending  the  Vatican  Coiancil  at  Rome.  The 
church  is  a  Gothic  structure,  and.  when  fully  completed,  will  be  a  beauty  among  the  churdiM 
of  the  Northwest.  It  is  built  of  brick,  and  the  size  is  140x62.  Hard  times  and  other  advene 
•drcnmstances  have,  up  to  date,  prevented  its  entire  completion.  Aside  from  the  eoet  of  the  hxs 
on  which  it  is  built,  more  than  .?3r),000  hiis  been  expended  on  the  building — a  »um  of  monev 
altogether  too  big  for  the  200  iamilies  of  the  congregation  to  raise  in  two  years.  By  means  of 
the  Bishop's  most  generous  liberality  and  the  incessant  labor  of  Rev.  H.  Kampeohroer,  the 
PastOT,  the  debt  was  paid  off  in  1877.  The  same  congregation  put  up  a  very  spacious  andloU 
parsonage  in  1880.   Headed  and  encouraged  by  their  Pastor,  Bev.  r.  Gejer,  thay  comsMnesd 
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work  in  Jnly,  and  in  November  the  honee      already  prepared  for  occupancy.    The  building  b 

of  brick,  and  sitnate  a  little  west  of  the  church.  It  has  cost  about  $4,000.  St.  Mary's  congn^;a- 
tion  had  meanwhile  not  been  idle  either.  Encouraged  by  their  zealous  Pastor,  Rev.  James 
Scbwebach,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  it  ever  siuce  1870,  they  built  a  spacious  and  substantial 
schoolhouse  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Seventh  street  and  Cameron  avenue,  in  1872.  Its  site 
it  40x50,  two  stories  high,  built  of  brick,  and  has  cost  $5,000. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1874,  they  commenced  work  on  a  new  church,  by  which  to  replace 
the  old  frame  bnilaing.  It  was  eompleted  as  fiur  as  it  is  now  in  1875,  and  solemnly  dedicated 
to  divine  service  by  Bishop  Heiss,  on  the  7th  day  of  October.  The  church  has  retained  the  old 
familiar  name,  *'  St.  Mary's."  It  is  built  of  brick,  in  the  Aomaa  style,  Mr.  Joseph  Leinfelder 
being  the  architect  and  builder.  Its  site  is  44zll5i,  and  coats  about  tl6,000,  and,  when  fin- 
ished, will  be  one  of  the  neatest  buildings  for  public  worship  in  the  city. 

The  Bohemian  Catholics  beincr  increased  in  numbers  considerably  (  to  about  one  humdred 
families),  resolved  to  form  a  coni^regation  of  iheur  own  by  the  name  of  "  St.  Wencelaus,"  and, 
consequently,  to  build  a  church  for  themselves.  Bishop  Heiss  fiivoring  their  plans,  gave  them  a 
priest  in  the  person  of  Rev.  Leo  Suchy. 

The  church  edihce  was  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1873,  energetically  pushed  on,  and  the 
bnilding  fully  completed  in  the  next  summer,  when  it  was  solemnly  dedicated  by  Bishop  Heiss. 
It  wris  huilt  of  solid  brick.  40xlM),  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ldnfidder,  in  the  Roman  style,  and  is  sit- 
uated on  South  Winnebago  street,  between  Ninth  and  TttAth  streets,  and  cost  about  $7,000.  In 
the  winter  following,  the  congregation  built  alio  a  aohiKrillionse,  opened  their  parochial  school  at 
once,  and  by  dint  of  great  exertions  have  kept  it  up  evw  iiBoe.  The  schoolhouse  is  worth  about 
$3,000.  Right  after,  desiring  to  complete  their  necessary  parish  buildings,  they  put  up  a  nice 
parsonage,  at  the  cost  of  some  $2,000.  Both  of  these  buildings  are  on  the  same  lots  on  which 
the  church  ia  situated. 

In  the  summer  of  1877,  the  Catholics  of  the  Fifth  Wnnl  (North  La  Crosse),  wishing  to 
give  their  children  an  appropriate  education,  bought  the  old  public  school  building  of  that  ward, 
moved  it  to  lotH  previously  bought  for  that  purpose,  fitted  it  up  for  use  and  at  onoe  opened  a 

8lster<^'  School  in  it. 

Besides  these  buildings,  put  up  for  the  different  parishes  of  the  city,  and,  therefore,  for  the 
immediate  interests  of  the  Catholics  in  and  about  the  city,  other  buildings  were  erected  more 

for  the  use  of  the  entire  diocese.  The  first  and  largest  of  this  kind  is  St  Rosa  de  Yiterbo's 
Convent,  situate<l  on  cast  side  of  Ninth  street,  between  Market  and  Winnebago  streets.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  early  in  October,  1870.  The  architect  ami  buihier,  Mr.  Joseph  Leinfelder, 
poshed  the  work  on  so  energetically  that  already  in  1871,  the  Franciscan  Sisters  removed  from 
Jefferson.  Jefferson  Co.,  Wis.,  into  it,  making  this  convent  their  mother  house.  The  building 
was  not  put  up  at  once  as  it  is  now,  it  was  done  by  degrees ;  first  the  main  part,  then  the  north 
ving  and  main  chapel,  and,  finally,  the  south  wing  and  adoration  chapel.  It  is  a  magnificent, 
spacious  and  beautiful  .structure,  and  costs  at  least  $75,000,  furniture  and  ornamental  work  not 
included.  The  Sisters  are  conducting  the  orphan  houses  of  the  diocese,  the  parochial  schools  in 
this  city  and  diocese  generally,  and  a  number  of  such  schools  in  other  States.  The  convent  wss 
commenced  and  finished  under  the  present  Superioress,  Mother  Antonia. 

In  1875,  Bishop  Heiss,  for  the  interest  of  his  diocese,  built  an  orphanage  on  South  Win- 
nebago street,  west  of  the  Bohemian  Church.  He  finished  it  the  same  year  at  the  cost  of 
$6,000,  and  at  onoe  moved  the  orphans  into  it.  Soon  it  was  found  too  small  to  be  convenient, 
»nd,  therefore,  another  was  built  in  Sparta,  Monroe  Co..  Wis.,  where  he  housed  the  girls,  the 
boys  remaining  in  La  Crosse.  The  next  and  last  building  put  up  by  him  in  this  city  is  the 
I'  Bishop's  residence,"  on  the  comer  of  Eleventh  and  Ferry  streets.  Under  great  persoMl 
inconveniences,  he  hacl  remained  in  the  parsonage  of  St.  Mary's  until  the  buildings  needed  for 
the  wants  of  his  people  in  the  city  and  diocese  of  La  Crosse  were  supplied,  and,  financially,  in 
ft  safe  state.  The  residence  he  built  for  himself  and  successors  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  ci^, 
■od  admirably  aniti  its  purpose.   It  was  built  by  Mr.  Joseph  Leinfelder,  and  coats  914»000, 
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lots,  faraitore,  etc.,  exclusively.  It  was  oommenc^  in  the  snmmer  md  finished  Iftte  in  fidi 
of  1877. 

The  Catholics  of  the  city  and  county  of  La  Crosse  suffered  a  great  loss  in  1880.  Their 
dear  Bishop,  Rt.  Rev.  M.  Ileiss,  who  had  been  laboring  for  their  interest  so  faithfully  and  sac- 
oessfolly,  was  appointed  GoadjntiHr  Archbishop  of  Milwsnkee,  by  Pope  Leo  XIII,  on  the  14th 
day  of  March.  It  wiis  flone  so  at  the  special  request  of  the  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  of  Milwau- 
kee, who  desired  to  have  bis  trusted  friend  around  himself  to  share  his  arduous  duties  in  his  old 
age.  Moat  Kev.  M.  Heiss  retained,  however,  the  administration  of  his  former  diocese  nntO 
May  30,  when  the  Holy  Father  appointed  Rev.  H.  Kampschroer  formerly  Rector  of  St^  Joseph's 
Cathedral  it.s  adtninistnitor.  Up  to  the  day  of  this  writinj(  (April  26),  the  Tncaat  Sea  of  La 
Crosse  has  not,  as  yet,  received  another  Bishop. 

Right  Rot.  Michael  Heiss  D.  D.,  first  Bishop  of  the  Roman  Oatholie  Diocese  of  Ln  CnMse. 
was  born  in  the  I'ari.sh  of  Pf;ihldorf,  Bavaria,  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  18T^.  After  fretjuent- 
ing  the  parish  school  of  his  native  place  for  five  and  a  half  years,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
Latin  at  the  early  age  of  nine  and  a  half  years.  Having  finished  the  classical  course  of  studies 
with  eminent  success,  he  studied  philosophy  and  thedogy  for  font  years  at  Munich.  Bavaria. 
The  ruiversity  of  this  city  of  learning  and  art  was  then  very  famous,  if  not  the  most  famous 
throughout  Germany.  Among  his  professors  were  the  following  well-known  scientitic  men : 
DootoTS  Gorres,  Ddlinger,  Mohler,  Phillips,  Schelling,  Sohnbert,  Nenman,  Thiersch.  For  a 
part  of  these  four  years  he  lived  in  an  Episcopal  Seminary,  where  he  was  appointed  Perfect  of 
the  students.  '  »ti  tlio  l>^tli  day  of  October,  1840,  he  was  ordained  Priest  by  the  Right  liev.  C. 
A.  V.  Reisacli,  itieu  Bishop  of  Eichstadt,  and  afterward  nominated  Cardinal,  in  the  church  at 
Mnnchenburg, ;  ten  days  afterward,  on  the  28th  day  of  theMune  month,  he  said  his  first  mass. 
For  5orae  time  his  Bishop  kept  hira  still  iu  t!ie  ^eminnrv,  to  act  as  its  Perfect;  he  then  sent  him 
as  assistant  Pastor  successively  to  iiaitenbuch  and  i'leinfield.  In  September,  1842,  liev.  M. 
Heiss  made  np  his  mind  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World,  whioh  reeolntion  he  cmried  ont  as  soon 
as  possible.  On  the  3d  day  of  November,  1843,  he  embarked  from  Havre,  France,  and  after  a 
long  and  tedious  voyage,  be  arrived  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  on  the  18th  day  of  December. 
Thence  he  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Right  Rev.  Flaget,  Bishop  of  Louisville.  Ky..  who  ap- 
pointed him  Pastor  of  the  "Mother  of  God"  Church,  in  Covington.  Ky.  At  that  time  appli* 
cation  had  been  made  to  the  Pope  for  the  establishing  of  a  Roman  Catholic  diocese  in  Wisconsin. 
Accordingly,  the  Diocese  of  Milwaukee,  comprising  the  entire  State  of  Wisconsin,  was  estab- 
lished, with  Milwaakee  as  the  place  of  residence  for  the  Bishop.  The  Rector  of  Holy  Trinitf  *s 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio — the  present  venerable  Archbishop  of  Milwaukee,  Most  Rev.  M.  Henni— 
was  appointed  its  first  Bishop.  Rev.  M.  Heiss,  whilst  ofiiciating  in  Covington,  had  made  his 
acquaintance,  which  very  soon  grew  into  a  friendship  so  true,  that  never  afterward  could  be 
broken.  When  the  Breve,  appointing  Rev.  M.  mnni  Bishop  of  Milwaukee,  arrived  from 
Rome,  Rev.  M.  Heiss  was  easily  prevailed  upon  to  go  along  with  him.  In  (he  spring  of  1844. 
both  started  from  Cincinnati,  for  the  then  far  North,  Wisconsin.  It  was  a  long  and  weary 
jonmey  of  precisely  fourteen  days;  they  arriyed  in  Milwaukee  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1844. 
Here  Kev.  M.  Heiss  remained  with  Bishop  Henni  until  1850.  He  was  appointed  Rector  of  St. 
Mary's,  the  first  German  Catholic  Church  of  that  city,  but  he  had  also  to  attend  to  the  religioiu 
wants  of  all  the  Catholics  around  Milwaukee.  His  district  was  very  large  ;  it  extended  west  a; 
(kr  as  Jefferson  County  inclusively. 

When  in  the  year  184U.  the  Bishops  of  the  United  States  convened  in  a  National  Council, 
at  Baltimore,  Md.,  tlie  Right  Rev.  M.  Henni  took  Rev.  M.  Heiss  along  as  his  Theologian. 
There  his  liver  complaint,  from  which  he  had  been  ■affering  already  for  some  time,  grew  www; 
he  was  advised  to  go  to  Europe  for  relief,  which  advice  he  acted  upon  in  the  next  year.  He 
stayed  in  Germany  for  two  and  a  half  years,  meanwhile  holding  responsible  positions.  The 
liver  complaint  having  left  him  entirely,  he  returned  to  the  New  World  in  If^.'fl,  in  spite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  his  many  friends  in  Europe.  We  fiin!  hnn  again  in  Milwaukee,  as  the  Bielh 
op's  Secretary  in  1852  and  186S.   Jast  then  Bishop  Henni  commenced  building  a  SemiMiy. 
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in  which  to  educate  yourif:  men  for  the  priesthood.  Such  an  undertaking  in  those  days  was  at 
once  precarioas  and  most  difficult  in  every  way  to  carry  out.  To  make  it  successful,  he  ap- 
pointed his  trusted  nnd  able  friend^  Rev.  M.  Heiss  its  President.  The  years  from  1858  to 
1.S56,  were  spent  in  putting  up  the  necessary  buildings  and  perfecting  other  preparations.  It 
was  solemnly  dedicated  nnd  opened  on  the  29th  day  of  Janiuurv,  1856.  It  became  soon  evi- 
.  dent  how  wise  a  selection  had  been  made  in  appinting  Rev.  M.  Heias,  it  President.  His  exten« 
siveand  deep  kiiowle<l;:e  in  all  the  branches  of  learning,  commonly  taught  in  such  an  institute, 
his  wonderful  prudence  and  9ii<;;acity,  his  kind  and  tender  heart,  which  invariably  won  the  hearts 
of  professors  and  hUuIchi^  alike,  fitted  him  extraordinarily  well  for  that  office.  In  this  Seminary 
of  St.  Franeis  of  Sales,  some  three  miles  south  of  Milwaukee,  he  spent  a  dozen  of  years.  Very 
little  of  interest  to  the  public  can  lie  said  of  his  life  there.  It  was  a  time  of  hard  and  contin- 
uous work,  of  many  a  struggle  against  0'eat  difficulties,  and  even  of  many  privations.  Again, 
in  the  year  1866,  the  Bishops  of  the  United  States  met  in  a  National  Oouneil  at  Baltimore, 
and  again  Bishop  Henni  appointed  Rev.  M.  TTeiss  his  Theologian,  but  sent  him  there  already 
before  the  opening  of  the  Council,  to  perfect  the  necessary  preliminaries.  It  was  there  and 
then,  that  this  city  of  La  Crosse  was  proposed  as  Episcopal  Residence  of  a  new  diocese,  named 
after  it,  and  comprising  all  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  lying  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Missis* 
sippi  Rivers.  The  Bishops  knew  of  none  better  qualified  to  be  its  first  Bishop  than  Rev.  M. 
Heiss.  They  accordingly  sent  a  petition  to  Rome,  to  appoint  him.  On  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1868,  Rome  notified  him,  that  the  petition  had  been  received  fitvorably,  and  on  July  10,  the 
Breve  creating  him  Bishop  of  La  Cro.sse,  arrived  in  the  Seminary.  He  was  consecrated  Bishop 
in  the  Cathedral  of  Milwaukee,  by  Bishop  Henni,  September  ti,  1868,  and  came  to  La  Crosse 
on  the  29th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  he  was  enthoaiastically  received  by  his  people.  Since 
then  his  life  hiis  been  linked  to  this  city,  and  hia  hiatwry  moat  doaely  conneotsd  with  that  of  our 
Gateway  City. 

On  his  arrival  at  La  Crosse,  be  found  but  one  frame  chapel  for  all  the  Catholics  of  the 
city  and  environs.  It  used  to  be  well  known  by  the  name  of  St.  Mary's.  He  at  once  pre- 
pared the  plans  for  a  Cathedral,  which  he  resolve<l  to  build  on  the  southwest  corner  of  ^^ain 
and  Sixth  streets.  Tlie  foundation  for  a  church  had  been  laid  there  already  two  years  pre- 
Tiously  by  the  German  St.  Joseph's  congregation.  Bishop  H^ss  changed  it  somewhat,  com- 
menced work  at  once  in  the  spririLt  of  1869,  and  laid  the  corner-stone  on  the  31st  day  of  May 
of  that  year.  The  outside  was  finished  as  far  as  now  in  1870,  and  heavy  debts  which  had  to  be 
contracted  to  accomplish  this,  retarded  the  putting  up  of  other  buildings  already  contemplated 
by  him.  Meanwhile  he  had  induced  the  Sisters  of  St.  Francis,  of  JeflTerson,  Wis.,  to  build  a 
convent  in  this  city,  which  was  begun  in  1870,  and  occupied  by  the  Sisters  in  1871.  This 
stately  bnilding,  on  Ninth  street,  between  Market  and  Winnebago  streets,  needs  no  description, 
it  is  too  well  known  to  our  citizens.  In  1875,  he  built  an  orphanage,  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  Winnebago  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  and  pnve  it  in  charge  to  the 
motherly  care  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters.  During  the  next  year  another  wiis  built  in  Sparta, 
Monroe  Co.,  Wis.,  into  which  he  placed  the  orphan  girls,  keeping  the  boys  in  the  one  at  La 
Crosse.  Havinf:f  thus  secured  a  good  home  for  tlie  motherless  and  fatherless  of  his  diocesans, 
he  thought  of  building  an  appropriate  one  for  himself.  Up  to  that  time  he  bad  been  living  in 
the  old  parsonage  at  St  Mary's.  To  this,  It  ia  true,  a  few  rooms  had  been  added;  neverthe- 
less, it  was  not  a  proper  residence  for  a  Bishop  ;  it  was  both  too  small  an<l  too  poor.  For  his 
new  home  he  selected  a  place  at  some  distance  from  the  turmoil  and  noise  of  the  business  place, 
the  block  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets,  south  side  of  Ferry  street.  He  began  work  in 
apring,  and  with  his  usnid  energy  poshing  it  on,  it  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupan<rf  late 
in  the  fall.  It  is  a  convenient,  large  and  substantial  building,  perfectly  fitted  for  its  purpose. 
A  small  and  neat  chapel  is  added  to  it,  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  Bishop,  and  partly  for  those 
living  aronnd.  So  well  did  Bishop  Hdss  manage  his  financial  aflairs,  that  on  the  buildinga 
mentioned  above  there  is  no  debt  whatever,  neither  has  he  ever  taxed  his  people  for  them. 
Those  readers  who  know  how  the  Catholics  in  this  diocese  are  generally  circumstanced  pecuniarily, 
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will,  no  doubt,  give  him  great  credit  for  this.  During  his  stay  in  La  Crosse,  we  find  him  aW 
in  very  honoraDle  positiom  dtewhere.  Early  in  October,  1869,  lie  left  for  die  Yatieaa  Gofoi* 
cil  at  Rome,  where,  though  one  of  the  youngest  of  Bishops,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 

Board  of  Discipline  (Congregatio  Disciplina  Ecclesiastica).  In  spite  of  his  poor  health,  he 
remained  at  the  council  until  it  was  discontinued  in  the  summer  of  1870.  On  the  30th  day  of 
May.  1875,  ho  consecrated  Rt.  Rev.  Rup.  Seidenbusch,  Bishop  of  Northern  Minnesota.  He 
was  alsn  selected  to  invest  the  Most  Rev.  llenni,  who  had  been  made  Archbishop  by  the  Holy 
Father,  with  the  Pallium  in  the  Cathedral  of  Milwaukee,  on  June  3,  1875.  The  present 
Bishop  of  Marquette,  Mich.,  Rt.  Rev.  John  Yertin,  ma  consecrated  by  him  Septeober  14, 
1879.  Meanwhile,  hie  fnend  Archbishop  Henni  had  been  growing  old  and  feeble,  his  health 
failing  slowly,  but  steadily,  until  he  was  no  more  able  to  atten-l  alone  to  all  his  arduous  dutie.s. 
He  therefore  applied  to  the  Pope  for  a  coadjutor,  and  the  one  he  desired  most  of  all  was  Bishop 
Heiss,  of  La  Crosse,  his  old  trusted  friend  and  co-worker.  The  Holy  Father  acceding  to  hit 
wishes,  appointed  Bishop  Ileiss  Archbishop  of  Hadrianople,  i.  p.  i.,  and  Coailjutor  to  the  Most 
Rev.  M.  Henni,  with  the  right  of  succeeding  him  (cum  iure  successions),  on  the  14th  day  of 
March,  1880.    He  retained,  lioweTer  the  adminiatntion  of  the  dioceee. 

In  his  Grace,  the  Most  Re?.  M.  Heiss,  the  city  of  La  Crosse  has  lost  one  of  its  ferenost 
and  enterprising  citizens  even  in  a  worldly  point  of  view.  During  the  twelve  years  he  has  lived 
here,  he  put  up,  or  caused  to  be  put  up,  buildings  which  are  not  only  substantial  and  costly,  bat 
alio  an  ornament  to  the  city.  Estimated  al  the  lowest  figures  they  are  worth  3175,000.  Of  the 
usefulness  of  each  one  of  these  buildings,  no  one  that  knows  the  religious  and  social  conditions  of  his 
people,  will  entertain  the  least  doubt.  Few  men,  outside  his  people,  became  even  slightly 
acquainted  with  him,  and  none  intimately,  his  nature  being  not  of  a  aocial  tendeni^.  This  may 
be  almost  regretted,  as  hu  character,  distinguished  for  kindness  and  amiability,  profound  learn- 
ing and  sound  practical  judgment,  made  his  presence  always  charming.  His  private  life  was 
touchingly  frugal  and  highly  virtuous.  Those  who  knew  him  best,  admired  his  sterling  virtues 
and  nnanected  simplicity  and  greatness  of  character;  they  can  only  mourn  over  his  loss. 

La  Oro$9e  County  Bihhi  Society. — On  Sunday  morning  July  4,  1^")"2.  at  the  usual  hour  for 
divine  service  at  the  court  house,  an  address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  A.  Lord,  agent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  in  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  that  society.  At  the  close  of  the  addras  a 
meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Bible  Society  in  the  county  of  La  Crosse. 
Rev.  John  C.  Sherwin  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  W.  W.  Ustick  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
meeting,  it  having  been  resolved  in  due  form  to  organize  a  County  Society,  a  Constitutiou 
was  adopted,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected :  President,  George  Gale ;  Vice  President, 
Rev.  W.  n.  Card;  Secrotriry,  Hev.  J.  C.  Sherwin;  Treasurer,  Walter  Brown;  Directors, 
Samuel  T.  Smith,  F.  M.  Rublee,  B.  S.  Reppy ;  Local  Agents,  as  follows :  Dr.  II.  Johnson, 
HvR.  J.  0.  Sherwin,  La  Orosse  Village ;  Rev.  F.  Walrath,  Sparta  and  Little  La  Crosse  S8tde> 
raent;  Dr.  A.  M.  Hill,  Fleming  Creek  Valley;  George  Bachelder,  Trempealeau;  Mr.  Viets, 
Viets  and  Segar  settlement;  Mr.  Valentine,  Black  River  settlement;  Mr.  S.  Smith,  La  Croase 
Prairie  and  Mormon  Cooley. 

The  society  being  thus  organized,  an  opportunity  was  given  for  persons  to  contribute  funds, 
and  ■_'<•  wiifl  raised.  The  society  has  continued  the  irood  work  that  heiran  in  the  year  18o'2, 
as  recorded  above.  It  keeps  in  its  depositorpr  a  great  variety  of  the  publications  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  not  only  in  English,  but  in  German,  Welsh,  Norwegian,  Swedish  and  Dotdi 
lan;:ii;i^'es.  Theee  Bibles  and  Testaments  are  sold  at  cost  of  production  to  all  who  wish  to  bajTi 
and  are  freely  given  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  purchase.  The  county  has  been  carefijllj 
canvassed  .'»everal  times  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  all  who  were  willing  to  receive  copies  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures. 

The  Bible  Depository  is  at  the  ^tore  of  Mr.  Geo.  Howar  1,  No.  30  Main  street.  La  Crosse. 

The  officers  of  the  society  for  the  year  1881  are  as  follows :  President,  J.  P.  Toms ;  Vice 
Ftvsident,  George  McMillan;  Seerataij,  William  W.  Jonee;  Trsasnrsr,  George  Howsid; 
Directors,  W.  W.  Ustick,  John  James,  J.  Spier  Colmaa,  D.  D.  MoMilka. 
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THE  LA  CR088B  BAR  ASSOCIATION. 

The  memoirs  of  the  early  daya  of  the  La  Crosse  bar  are  not  altogether  devoid  of  interest, 
llioogh  there  is  not  much  either  excruciatingly  ridiculous  or  movingly  pathetic  in  connection 
tiMrewith. 

Prior  to  1850,  lawyers  and  the  judiciary  were  comparatively  unknown  commoclitie'?  in  the 
fium  of  human  happiness  or  necessity  in  the  settlement  at  that  date  beginning  to  assume  promi- 
MiiM  And  importenoe.  Daring  the  earlier  yean  of  the  bnilding-op  of  La  Groiee,  there  were 
few  remedies  to  enforce  that  the  parties  interested  would  appeal  to  law  ;  the  only  remedy  for 
violations  of  trusts  or  assaults  upon  life,  liberty  and  the  puraoit  of  happiness  enjoyed  by  a  settler, 
was  the  pistol,  and  it  often  happened  tfmt  their  arbitrament  was  deoided  by  the  qaestion  «l 
who  could  draw  the  quickest.  This  was  the  obtaining  rule  previous  to  the  influx  of  population 
in  1850,  and  became  the  exception  thereafteri  such  exoeptira  growing  less  freqaent  as  year  siio- 
eeeded  year. 

In  1850-51,  Judge  Wiram  Knowlton,  an  aUe  jarist  and  eeeentric  officer  presided  in 

the  old  court  house  in  the  public  square.  His  terms  were  unfrequent,  and  the  causes  upon 
the  calender  exceedingly  limited.  In  the  latter  year,  Edwin  Flint  and  Charles  T.  Jonsen 
became  praotitionen  before  the  bar  of  a  ooart  established  with  the  separation  of  La  Groese  firom 
Crawford  County  for  judicial  purposes. 

During  1852,  it  is  not  believed  that  no  accessions  were  made  to  the  La  Crosse  bar,  bat  in 
the  sQcceeding  year,  the  arrivals  were  omnpaimtiTely  numerons.  In  this  year  came  W.  H. 
Tucker  who  had  practiced  in  Milwaakee  preriooaly,  also  William  Deniaon,  who  was  murdered 
in  the  Mormon  Cooley  six  years  subsequently,  accompanied  by  James  I.  Lvmh^.    When  these 

Kitlemen  reached  La  Crosse,  they  were  unable  to  decide  whether  to  remain  or  continue  to  St. 
ttl.  They  were,  during  the  day,  at  the  New  England  Block,  and  after  a  canvass  of  the  situa- 
tion, resulted  in  their  agreeing  to  determine  the  question  by  the  flipping  of  a  coin.  This  was 
done,  and  they  established  themselves  in  La  Crosse. 

Carson  Oraham,  who  died  at  Viroqua  in  Vernon  County  within  a  year  past,  came  also  in 
1853. 

Between  this  period  and  1860,  many  were  added  to  the  La  Crosse  bar,  who  have  since 
tieoome  prominent  personally,  profenionafly,  and  as  offioen  of  the  State  and  nation. 

Among  these  were  Angus  Cameron,  present  United  States  Senator,  who  arrived  here  in 
September,  18  ")9,  in  company  with  Alonzo  Johnson,  and  organized  the  firm  of  Johnson  &  Cam- 
eron;  Alexander  Cameron;  Hugh  Cameron,  at  present  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  and  others. 

In  1858,  the  Hon.  George  Gale  presided,  with  J.  W.  Losey  as  District  Attorney ;  James 
W.  Polleys,  Sheriff;  Leonjinl  TiOttridge,  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  John  A.  Walker,  Recorder  of 
Deeds.  The  bar  then  included  the  firms  of  Dennison  &  Lyndes,  Johnson  k  Cameron,  Hull  & 
HcMallen,  Taeker,  Barton  k  Morse,  Oraham  k  Randall,  Flint  k  Stogdill,  Stevens,  Hnbbard 
■&  Loomis.  These  were  supplemented  by  D.  G.  Shillock,  who  was  City  Attorney ;  C.  R.  Rogers, 
a  cultivated  gentleman  and  finished  advocate,  who  came  to  La  Crosse  from  the  East,  and 
remained  nntfl  the  breaking-Ofnt  of  the  war.  Daniel  Reed  Wheeler,  Charles  G.  Hanscome, 
who  was  killed  in  1866  by  Indians,  while  en  route  to  California,  and  possibly  some  others. 

Judge  Gale  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  an  arbitrary  and  inflexible  officer,  wnose  idea  of  penalty 
for  contempt  is  illustrated  by  the  following  incident : 

During  the  April  term  of  court,  1859,  on  a  cold  day,  the  bar  was  gathered  about  the  stove 
in  the  old  court  house,  each  waiting  his  turn  to  submit  pleas  ami  answers  for  adjudication  to  his 
honor  on  the  bench.    Among  these  were  Chase  A.  Stevens  and  E.  S.  B.  Vail,  the  latter  a  land 

Konlator  from  New  York ;  bat  a  man  of  anqnestioned  plook  and  quick  to  resent  an  insalt. 
ring  a  conversation  then  in  progress,  Vail  dropped  a  remark  which  Stevens  appropriated  to 
himself,  and  retorted.  The  lie  was  passed,  when  Vail  promptly  knocked  Stevens  down,  causing 
^Ottnderable  exdtement  and  nproar. 

When  this  wss  at  its  height,  Jodge  Gale  was  heard  bum,  and,  after  a  brief  volnntary 
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commanding  order,  directed  Sheriff  Polleys  to  remove  the  men  to  an  open  field,  where  thtj 
caa  have  a  free  fight,"  resumed  a  consideration  of  the  case  on  hearing. 

The  lawyers,  in  those  days,  not  only  practiced  in  La  Crone  end  edjuent  ooanties  in  Wis- 
consinbut  extended  their  field  of  i observations  in  ft  proftseional  sense  (0  the  ooontiee  of  Oln* 
stead,  Fillmore,  Houston,  etc.,  in  Minnesota. 

Li  1860,  A.  W.  Bishop  and  B.  F.  Montgomery  became  identified  with  die  La  Crosse  Bir. 
Maj.  Johnson,  of  the  firm  of  Johnson  &  Cameron,  died,  and  the  firm  became  Bishop  k  Johoion. 
In  1861,  the  number  of  practicin<^  lawyers  was  reduced  by  those  who  enlisted  for  the  war. 
These  included  A.  W.  Bishop,  W.  H.  Tucker,  Alexander  Cameron,  0.  M.  Woodward  and  others. 
Daring  the  winter,  the  Blaok  River  liti0ti<m,  a  ctmm  «diibr§,  bivolying  the  title  to  120  acres 
of  land  upon  whidi  the  city  of  Biaok  Biver  Falls  has  since  been  built,  was  compromised  sod 
settled. 

Aboat  this  time.  Judge  Flint  sacceeded  Judge  Gale,  and,  from  this  date  to  1870,  M.  P. 
Wing,  at  present  a  State  Senator  from  La  Crosse ;  W.  S.  Burroughs,  J.  A.  Kellogg.  B.  F.  Bry- 
ant, Charles  L.  Ilood  and  II.  M.  Safford  removed  hither.  D.  H.  Johnson,  now  of  Milwaukee, 
and  Lieut.  Gov.  Bingham  came  in  18t>l,  but  remained  a  brief  period.  Since  1870,  the  number 
of  praetitioners  has  been  inoreaaed  by  the  arrival  of  T.  J.  Whitby,  O.  C.  Prentice,  Milb  Toar> 
telotte  and  W.  E.  Howe  settled  here,  anil,  with  many  of  thoso  mentioned,  and  those  who  h.ive 
graduated  from  offices  established  in  La  Crosse,  compose  the  present  bar  of  the  city  and  countv. 

In  1868,  Romance  Bann  was  elected  to  succeed  Judge  Flint,  and  remained  as  Circuit  Jodge 
nntil  appointed  to  the  Federal  Judiciary.  He  was  followed  by  the  Hun.  A.  W.  Newman,  of 
Trempealeau  County,  wlio  i»  still  presiding  in  the  cirottit  composed  of  Clark,  Jackson,  Trem- 
peftleau,  La  Crosse  and  Monroe  Counties. 

The  Bar  Association  was  organised  daring  the  year  1866,  at  a  meeting  eonrened  in  the 
office  of  Montgomery  &  Wing,  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Second,  at  which  Hon.  Hugh  Gamena 
presided,  and  M.  P.  Wing  officiated  as  Chairman. 

The  objects  of  the  assembling  were  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  create  a 
fraternity  of  feeling  among  its  members.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  also  a  cede  of  by-laws, 
and  an  election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Hugh  Cameron,  President;  James  L  Lyndes, 
Treasurer,  with  M.  P.  Wing,  Secretary. 

The  mresent  membersMpis  composed  of  the  La  Crosse  b«r  generally ;  the  offioen,  He^ 
Cameron,  Fieudent;  M.  P.  Wing,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  meetbgs  are  convened  npoa 
call. 

BANKS  AND  BANKING. 

The  Baiaman  .SonJfc— b  the  oldest  existing  banking  instttntioif  of  the  dty.  It  was  or- 
ganized in  November,  1861,  now  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  undor  tlie  State  banking  law  of  Wis- 
consin, by  Mr.  G.  Van  Steenwyk,  then  State  Bank  Comptroller,  who  became  its  President,  and 
has  ever  since  been  continued  in  Uie  same  office.  Mr.  E.  E.  Bentley  has  been  an  employe  of  the 
bank  for  upward  of  fifteen  years,  during  the  last  twelve  years  as  its  Cashier,  and  having  served 
in  every  capacity,  has  great  experience  in  the  details  as  well  ns  in  the  general  management  of 
the  business  of  the  bank.  The  bank  has,  during  all  these  eventful  years  of  varying  prosperity 
and  disaster,  weathered  all  financial  storms  unharmed,  and  invariably  enjoyed  a  large  share  of 
the  business  patronage  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country.  It  justly  attributes  its  8ucce?« 
to  careful  administration,  combining  conservative  management  with  as  great  liberality  to  itscoa- 
tomers  as  sound  business  principles  do  admit.  Its  large  and  prosperous  business  is  doubtlen 
the  tribute  which  an  appreciative  community  pays  to  its  fidelity  to  sound  principles.  Duriog 
the  past  years,  it  has  more  than  once  stood  a  bulwark  between  the  safety  of  the  community  and 
commercial  disaster,  always  recognizing  that  it  owes  a  higher  duty  to  its  patrons  and  the  com- 
munity than  to  its  stockholders.  Its  principal  owners  have  from  the  organisation  been  its  nali* 
agors.  ^living  their  personal  attention  to  its  affairs.  Trained  for  the  business,  with  years  of  ex- 
perience, the  bank  stands  by  their  eiforLs  to-day  with  unblemished  record  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  extraordinary  prosperity.    It  has  a  capital  of  ^0,000  and  a  surplus  of  $10,000,  which  dw 
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managers  stand  ro&dy  to  increase,  if  at  any  time  the  business  interests  of  the  city,  in  their  judg- 
ment, demand  it.  Its  deposits  are  raneing  between  9^00,000  and  9^00,000.  Prospering  as  it 
does,  it  hopes  confidently,  following  its  honorable  and  strughtforward  oonrse,  to  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  confidence  experienced  during  ao  many  years,  as  one  of  the  leading  financial 
institutions  of  the  Northwest,  having  been  recognized  as  such  for  many  years,  not  only  in  this 
State  and  oonntry,  bot  also  in  Europe,  where  it  iiaa  eztenMve  and  valnabie  conneetiont. 

The  L't  Crosse  Nntlnnal  Bank — Was  established  and  began  business  Jannary  3,  1877, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $100,000,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  responsible  monetary  corpora- 
tions in  the  State.  The  bank  pays  no  interest  on  deposits,  deeming  this  policy  preferable  to  the 
declaration  of  muA  larger  dividends  resulting  from  aft  increase  of  deposits  b^  the  payment  of 
interest  thereon,  as  it  renders  the  bank  much  stronger,  and  absolutely  safe  in  niso  of  panic. 
Less  hazard  and  less  profits  is  the  uiDtto  of  the  directors ;  security  to  depositors  their  aim.  The 
bank  has  now  about  $20,000  in  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  and  is  doing  a  prosperous  and  in- 
creasing business.  The  present  officers  are :  G.  C.  Hixon,  President;  G.  R.  Montague,  Vice 
President ;  S.  S.  Burton,  Cashier ;  G.  C.  Hixon,  B.  B.  Healy,  0.  R.  Montague,  George  Ed- 
wards, Charles  Michel,  John  Pamferm  and  S.  S.  Barton,  Directors— all  beins  resident  of  La 
Crosse,  not  borrowers  of  money,  and  representing  a  capital  estimated  at  81,000,000. 

HolUy  ^  Borreion. — The  banking  house  of  HoUcy  &  Borreson,  established  July,  1879,  is 
compceed  of  John  M.  Holley  and  Emil  N.  Borreson.  Beside  transacting  a  general  banking  busi- 
ness, the  hoase  effects  first-class  fire  insurance,  and  sella  pas.sage  tickets  to  and  from  all  parts  of 
Europe,  in  which  latter  department  they  have  already  built  up  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and 
reliable  agencies  in  the  Northwest.  Both  members  of  the  firm  are  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of 
life,  and  by  energy,  pmdence  and  sterling  int^^ty,  are  establishing  such  a  business  and  repu- 
tation as  entitle  u«ni  to  a  praninent  place  among  the  sound  financial  houses  of  the  city. 

RAimOADS. 

Th»  Chicago,  MUwauktt  4"  ^^^^  Railroad. — The  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  while  the 
present  flourishing  State  was  yet  a  Territory,  early  took  cognizance oT  the  inestimable  value  of 
railroad  fiusilities,  and  suggested  measures  which  have  since  crystallized  into  corporations.  They 
are  such  that  for  wide>spread  inflnence,  substantial  resources,  expensive  and  superior  improve* 
tnents  and  other  features  indispensable  to  the  exeellonce  of  any  undertaking  nx  a  condition  prec- 
edent to  success,  cannot  be  surpassed  by  the  internal  improvements,  completed  or  in  process  of 
construction,  in  any  State  in  the  Union.  The  present  corporation  was  chartered  April  2, 1852, 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Milwaukee  to  La  Crosse.  Timothy  Burns,  S.  T.  Smith 
and  B.  B.  Healey,  of  La  Crosse,  and  others,  Commissioners.  Direct  communication  between  the 
lakes  and  the  Mississippi  was  sought  at  an  early  period  in  the  hislory  of  Western  railway  under> 
takings,  but  the  project  existed  in  the  fertile  brains  of  men  without  capital,  and  it  was  not  until 
"after  many  days  "  that  its  complete  fruition  was  realized. 

During  ihe  year  in  which  the  corporation  was  chartered,  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was 
convened  at  La  Croese,  at  which  the  company  was  organised,  and  Byron  Kilboum  elected  Preai> 
dent.  Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  the  work  of  surveying  the  line  of  road  was  commenced, 
startmg  at  Chestnut  street,  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee.  The  road  was  generally  regarded,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  as  the  most  important  yenture  in  the  State.  Its  direction  from  Milwaukee  to 
La  Crosse  was  esteemed  by  surveyors  as  peculiarly  eligible,  and  as  the  future  grand  trunk  line 
of  the  West,  and,  when  its  completion  was  reached  with  tracks  diverging  from  the  main  road 
and  traversing  different  parts  of  the  best  sections  of  the  State,  the  conclusion  seemed  irresisti- 
ble that  the  business  would  become  immense.  With  this  promise  in  view,  little  time  was  lost  in 
completing  prepamtions  for  work,  but  every  infloenoe  was  employed  to  insure  the  eariy  oomplft> 
tion  of  the  road. 

During  the  year  1858,  die  survey  to  Kilboum  City  was  completed,  and,  late  in  1854,  the 

grading  of  the  road  to  Germantown,  its  junction  with  the  Fond  du  Lac  Railway,  was  finished, 
daring  which  year  the  Milwaukee  &>  La  Crosse  was  consolidated  with  the  Milwaukee,  Fond  da 


Digitized  by  Google 


584 


HISTORY  OF  LA  CROSSE  COUNTY. 


Lac  &  Green  Bay  Road,  an  organization  cliartered  in  1858.  The  work  upon  the  mail  c<->m- 
pleted  was  of  the  heaviest  character,  costing  an  average  of  $20,000  ^r  mile,  with  deep  cuta, 
and  grading  in  some  placet  thirty-five  feet  to  Ae  mile.  Another  incident  wbidi  rendwed  tfae 
work  costly  was  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  entire  eighteen  miles  being  throagh  dense  timber 
with  a  sub-soil  of  hard-pan,  a  composition  of  fine  gravel  blended  with  blue  clay,  which,  in  m^i 
cases,  was  proof  against  plowing  and  blasting,  and  bad  to  be  loosened  by  manual  labor,  lu 
fiMt,  in  many  of  the  sections  its  removal  was  attended  with  more  labor  than  the  removal  of  solid 
rock,  as  will  be  zealiaed  when  the  statement  tliat  a  cnbio  foot  of  the  solid  pan  weighed  130 
pounds. 

Up  to  DeeembeTf  1854,  |600,000  had  been  expended  npon  the  road,  raised  from  earii  soh- 

Bcriptions,  city  bonds  and  farm  mortgages.  At  this  time,  two-thirds  of  the  grading  from  the 
junction  to  Horicon  had  also  been  completed,  and  foor  miles  of  tiaek  from  the  dep(M  in  the 
Second  Ward,  Milwaukee,  laid. 

The  winter  of  1854-55  was  passed  in  the  labors  available  at  that  season  of  the  year,  and 
the  work  was  pushed  with  all  possible  expedition.  With  the  spring,  the  force  of  its  variou? 
departments  was  increased  as  necessity  demanded,  and  a  most  gratifying  progress  was  made 
tbroughoat  the  working  season.  By  August  1,  1855,  a  section  of  track  twenty-fiTe  miles  in 
length  had  been  liti  l.  and  a  lai^c  number  of  men  were  employed  to  prepare  the  ^radings  for 
track  to  Hartford,  tliirty-four  miles  west  of  Milwaukee.  At  the  same  time,  the  grading  between 
Noyes'  Corners  and  Horicon  was  progressing  rapidly,  and  proposals  were  advertised  for  the  coq- 
struction  of  the  road  from  the  former  point  to  Newport  on  the  Wisconsin  River,  bat  eighty 
miles  from  La  Crosse.  The  prospects  of  the  company,  as  will  be  apparait  from  these  citations, 
were  most  brilliant,  and  those  to  be  benefited  by  the  improvement  took  courage  in  the  outlook. 
This  fooling  was  forther  augmented  when,  early  in  September,  1855,  the  first  train  on  the  La 
Orasse  &  Milwaukee  road  started  from  the  latter  city  and  proceeded  on  an  excursion  to  $chles* 
ingerville,  a  station  twenty-six  miles  west  of  the  Cream  City. 

At  this  point,  it  would  seem  proper  to  recapitulate  the  work  accomplished,  as  also  what 
the  corporation  was  destinM  to  accomplish.  Further  west,  beyond  Sohlesingerville  is  Hartford, 
and  thence  passing  through  a  country  rich  in  mineral  and  a;:ricultnral  resources,  Horicon  is 
reached,  where  trains  from  Fond  du  Lac,  from  Stevens  Point,  Berlin  and  Waupun  connect. 
Poshing  westward  again,  the  railroad  reaches  Beaver  Dam  and  Fox  Lake,  and  stretching  over 
Portage  Prairie,  halts  at  Portage  City,  thence  toward  the  great  river  of  die  West,  debomhn^ 
at  La  Crosse.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  work  was  pushed  with  surprising  energy,  more 
indeed  than  at  that  period  was  usually  manifested  in  the  progress  of  similar  enterprises.  Its 
Board  of  Managers  was  composed  of  prominent,  influential  and  energetic  bnsinees  men,  who  were 
determined  that  the  road  should  stand  second  to  none  in  the  country,  and  in  their  efforts  they 
were  ably  seconded  by  W.  R.  Sill,  long  a  resident  of  La  Crosse,  a  gentleman  of  practical  expe- 
rience and  unlimited  enterprise,  to  whom  the  corporation  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  manner  ia 
which  his  important  line  of  duties  was  fulfilled. 

On  September  12,  IS.').'),  the  company  ran  an  excursion  train  to  Hartford,  thirty-four 
miles  from  Milwaukee,  bringing  the  road  to  a  part  of  the  route  whence  it  subsequently  drew 
large  amounts  of  revenue  from  the  well-developed  forming  country  adjacent,  as  auo  from  die 
iron  regions  contiguous  thereto.  The  advent  of  the  road  into  the  villages  mentioned  wa*  at 
once  felt,  both  at  those  points  and  in  Milwaukee.  It  afforded  producers  facilities  for  the  ship- 
ment of  their  gruns  andTstock,  of  which  but  a  comparatively  brief  period  before  thev  had  sesroeiy 
ventured  to  dream,  and  their  employment  of  th^e  advantages  was  in  no  degree  diminished  by 
the  knowledge  that  to  their  helping  hands  and  the  aid  by  them  furnished  in  its  incipieney  the 
railroad  was  indebted  for  its  success. 

The  winter  of  1855-56  witnessed  its  completion  to  Horicon,  as  also  the  sarvey  of  the  road 
to  La  Crosse.    The  business  had  begun  to  increase  after  the  first  train  left  Milwaukee  in  Aa- 

gist,  the  earnings  up  to  January  1,  1856,  amounting  to  982>1S4.18,  and  the  estimated  receipts 
r  that  year  to  9400,000. 
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In  December,  1856,  the  directors  submitted  a  detailed  report  of  the  cost,  condition  and  re- 
sources of  the  road,  whieh  w«iit  Teiy  fully  into  the  opwitions  of  the  company  for  the  year  then 
closing.  The  road  was  then  running  to  Fox  Lake,  but  completed  to  Portage,  a  distance  of  ninety- 
five  miles  from  Milwaukee,  or  nearly  half  way  to  the  Mississippi  River.  Contracts  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  roed  from  Portege  to  Le  OraeM,  ft  was  eontemplatedt  woald  be  executed  in  January 
next  ensuing,  and  the  line  completed  In  eighteen  months  thereafter.  The  results  arrived  at  by 
the  circular,  it  may  be  stated  briefly,  that  the  company,  when  its  divisions  were  completed  en- 
tin,  would  owD  ttpw»rd  of  400  ailee  of  traek,  effording  ample  bveinesB  to  pay  good  dividends, 
even  if  built  in  the  uana]  way  by  stock  and  debt,  but  which,  by  the  sale  of  lands  granted  by  the 
State,  would  eventually  cost  the  etocltholdera  nothing,  or  at  wont  33^  per  cent,  and  paying  20 
per  cent  dividends  on  par. 

To  the  residents  of  La  Crosse  the  inteUigenoe  of  the  early  completion  of  the  road  was 
gratifying.  They  began  to  feel  that  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  they  should  be  in  daily 
communication  with  tne  rest  of  mankind ;  when  mails  would  be  received  and  digested  before  the 
eontents  bad  beeome  not  less  stale  end  flat  tbu  unprofitable ;  wh«i  they  woula  be  able  to  pro- 
cure articles  of  consumption  at  rates  that  were  not  absolutely  niinnns,  and  when  the  city  should 
assume  that  position  among  the  cities  of  Wisconsin  to  which  it  was  entitled  by  virtue  of  its  po- 
rition  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  hnd  on  the  Father  of  Waten.  Its  com- 
pletion would  make  the  Root  River  or  Southern  Minnesota  project  one  of  vast  importance ;  it 
would  hasten  the  commencement  and  com[)letion  of  the  Mineral  Point  and  La  Crosse  &  Prairie 
du  Chien  roads,  and  resolve  the  city  of  La  Crosse  into  the  great  distributing  point,  commer- 
cially and  otherwise,  for  the  Upper  Mississippi  country,  and  for  a  large  portion  of  the  vast  ter- 
ritory of  the  West  and  Northwest  for  all  coining  time.  It  would  invite  the  attention  of  Eastern 
capitalists  seeking  investments  in  business  and  manufacturing,  to  the  position  and  advantages  of 
La  Orosae,  end  aooomplish  works  in  the  history  of  the  eity  then  in  the  perspective,  bat  whieh 
have  since  been  realized. 

Early  in  1857,  the  surveys  of  the  western  division  of  the  road,  extending  from  Portage  to 
Le  Groese,  were  snttemotly  ndvaoesd  to  justify  putting  that  line  nnder  contract  upon  ftvorable 
terms,  with  the  undenteoding  that  the  same  should  be  completed  by  October  1,  1858.  The 
same  year,  the  cars  began  running  from  Milwaukee  to  New  Lisbon,  one  day's  travel  from  La 
Crosse;  the  contract  for  work  on  the  line  to  Tomah  was  executed  and  labors  commenced,  after 
the  completion  of  whicli  the  route  to  the  Mississippi  was  regarded  as  comparatively  easy.  Bat 
this  was  not  accomplished  until  the  undertaking  hud  been  suhjected  to  difficulties  and  embarmss 
menta  invariably  the  attendant  concomitant  of  enterprises  of  value  and  importance.  The  affairs, 
it  was  dsimed,  bed  been  mismanaged,  mueh  money  saerifloed  in  asurioas  loons  end  sales  of 
stocks  as  Cfilliiterals,  etc.,  and  other  sins  of  commission  and  omission  been  endured,  which  had 
retarded  the  building  of  the  road,  affected  the  public  confidence,  and  entailed  incalculable  though 
not  permanent  injury. 

In  March,  1857,  W.  R.  Sill,  of  La  Crosse,  was  appointed  Engineer  of  the  Western  Divi- 
sion, and  at  once  made  a  survey  of  the  route  between  Tomah  and  the  river,  which  was  adopted, 
and  the  road  located  in  harmony  with  his  report.  The  reputation  of  the  appointee  as  a  prac- 
tical business  man  had  the  effect  of  renewing  the  confidence  of  friends  of  the  road  west  of 
Portage,  and  it  was  through  his  exertions  and  influence  that  the  undertaking  reached  a  period 
within  the  time  promised  bv  its  managers.  Work  on  the  La  Crosse  end  was  commenced  early 
in  April,  1858,  and  little  delay  was  experienced  in  the  ^p«ding  between  the  city  and  the  tunnel, 
distant  about  forty  miles.  Then  it  was  that  "croakers  '  and  the  limited  army  which,  upon  all 
occasions,  is  forced  to  a  conclusion  diametrically  the  opposite  of  popular,  were  forced  to  acknowl- 
edge that  the  road  wai  n  reality,  and  the  citj  of  La  Crosse  its  western  terminos,  where  the  traflte 
and  trade  of  a  new  country  would  concentrate  in  seeking  an  outlet  to  Eastern  markets.  As 
this  irresistible  fact  became  assured  with  succecdin;;  days,  its  effect  found  expression  in  the  rise 
ef  land  values,  influx  of  capital,  increase  lu  the  number  and  value  of  improvements,  and  other 
ftetwes  inaopanble  firom  its  existeiioe.  Nor  was  this  oonfinod  to  La  Croose  alone.  The  anr^ 
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rounding  country  gave  evidence  of  the  healthy  effects  produced  by  the  enterprise  of  man.  Old 
towns  were  bom  again  and  rehabiliteted  in  the  garments  of  an  advanced  eiTiUcatton  ;  settlementi 
were  improvised  by  the  wayside,  grew  into  villages  and  have  since  become  beautiful  spots,  dot> 
tine  the  landscape  of  Western  Wisconsin  with  colors  of  never-ending  fascination.  The  wisdom 
ana  Iftbon  of  men  in  this  work  of  improrement  reached  hr  forward  into  the  fiitare,aiid  to-da?'t 
sun,  as  it  dawns  upon  a  city  glorying  in  the  sublime  promise  of  a  prophetio  infancy,  it  also 
reflects  upon  the  fruit  of  a  loom  the  warp  and  woof  of  which  was  worm  amid  the  erenta  of  a 
quarter  century  agone. 

Early  on  October,  1858,  the  road  was  completed  to  La  Crosse,  the  formal  opening  ocearrittf 
on  the  14th  nf  tliat  month,  and  being  attended  by  guests  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who 
were  received  and  entertained  by  the  military,  fire  and  civic  associations,  after  which  the  trip 
was  continned  to  St.  Fanl  by  steamers. 

Selah  Chamberlain,  into  whose  handn.  the  road  passed  as  lessee  September  27.  1857.  con- 
tinued to  operate  it  as  such  until  1860,  when  he  surrendered  control  to  Bronson  &  Suiter,  the 
Trustees  of  the  second  mortgage  bondholders.  At  that  time,  an  order  had  been  made  in  the 
United  States  District  Court,  appointing  Hans  Crocker  Receiver  of  the  division  from  Portage 
to  La  Crosse ;  he  was  subsequently  appointed  to  a  similar  capacity  on  the  Eastern  Division,  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  entire  road  June  11,  1860.  He  remained  in  charge  for  three  years,  when 
the  Western  Division  was  transferred  to  the  Milwankee  ft  St.  Panl,  a  eorporatioa  ornaised 
May  5,  1803,  by  Isaac  Seymour,  Horace  Galpin,  David  II.  Ilutilie;;,  William  P.  Goud  and 
George  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Ashael  Finch  and  William  H.  Wliitc,  Milwaukee. 

In  1865,  the  route  from  La  Crosse  to  Winona  was  surveyed  by  H.  1.  Bliss,  at  the  instance 
of  citizens  of  the  latter  city.  In  1867,  the  Winona  cut-off  was  built  by  the  (Chicago  k  North- 
western, and  used  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Companies  until  1HT2,  when  the  latter 
built  the  line  through  Minnesota,  hence  to  St.  Paul,  and  has  since  utilized  that  branch  in 
oonjnnetioD  with  their  line  to  Portage,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago. 

The  Southern  MinneHota  Divmon. — Those  conversant  with  the  focts  aver  that  there  is  no 
enterprise  or  interest  at  present  existent  to  which  La  Crosse  owes  so  much  of  its  prosperity, 
both  past  and  present,  as  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad.  It  is  this  which  enables  merchants 
to  supply  the  rich  country  through  which  the  road  pones,  making  La  Crosse  its  business  town 
and  capital.  The  road  is  essentially  a  La  Crosse  enterprise,  the  plan  of  its  building  having  orig- 
inated with  Col.  T.  B.  Stoddard,  a  pioneer  citizen,  and  first  Mayor  of  the  city.  He  intended 
La  Crosse  should  he  the  eastern  terminus,  the  depot  located  in  the  wudiem  part  of  the  6xf, 
with  a  bridge  crossing  directly  to  the  Minnesota  shore  from  Isle  La  Plame,  the  western  terminas 
to  be  at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  River,  in  Dakota.  This  route  was  deemed  feasible  and 
valuable,  and  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise  secured  not  only  the  encouragement,  but  alao  the 
oo>operation  of  all  to  whom  the  plans  were  submitted. 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  thus  briefly  rited,  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota  adopted  an  act  providing  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Root  River  Valley  &  Minnesota 
Railroad  Company,  bearing  date  fifareh  2, 1855.  Edirard  Thompson,  Samuel  McPhail,  JaMi 
Smith,  Edward  Bell,  Ole  Knudson  and  others  w«M  named  as  eorporatora,  and  clothed  withiadk 
privileges  and  immunities  as  belong  to  similar  prerogatives. 

The  same  act  provided  for  the  election  of  oilicers  when  ^.50,000  should  have  been  sab- 
scribed  to  the  stock  of  the  corporation,  and  2  par  cant  pMd  thereon ;  for  the  purpose  <^  oomply* 
ing  with  this  provision,  the  incorporators  convened  on  July  4  following,  when  dia  ehailerwis 
accepted,  and  subscription  books  opened. 

At  that  oomparatiToly  early  period  in  llie  history  of  railroad  tmilding  in  the  West,  graais 
of  land  and  other  evidences  of  national  and  State  liberality  were  sought  for  as  eagerly  as  st 
subsequent  periods,  and  employed  by  these  struggling  enterprises  with  results  equally  as  hsne- 
ficiai,  on  the  whole,  as  accrued  to  those  which  have  since  obtained  with  the  gigantic  corpofatiou 
that  now  control  tha  routes  from  sea  to  sea. 

In  1867,  Congreas  granted  about  8,000,000  of  aoraa  of  land  in  tmat,  to  aid  in  the  am- 
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•trnotion  of  certain  roads,  the  Southern  Minnesota  among  the  number.  This  company,  beine 
without  money  or  credit,  reoaired  its  proportion  of  the  lainis  thus  donated.  But  thej  only  had 
ft  prospective  value;  they  woald  not  biuld  rwlroads^  wd  banken  would  not  adTsnoo  a  dollar 
npou  them  even  as  security. 

On  th«  2dd  of  May,  1857,  the  corporate  name  of  the  road  was  changed,  and  on  the  17th 
of  June  thereafter,  an  election  of  officers  was  held,  and  the  survey  of  part  of  the  route  was 
made.  In  the  meantime,  the  panic  of  1857  had  set  in,  and  thousands  of  men  out  of  employ- 
ment were  congregated  in  the  large  citiee,  demanding  bread  or  blood. 

This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  Legislature  met  that  winter.  A  proposition  was 
submitted  to  that  body,  suggesting  that  if  the  State  would  extend  her  aid,  in  the  form  of  bonds, 
to  these  railroad  companies,  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000,  and  take  in  return  a  loan  or  mort> 
gage  upon  their  lands,  road-beds,  charters,  franchises,  etc.,  as  an  indemnity  against  loes,  that 
with  these  bonds  the  companies  couhl  go  into  the  market  and  borrow  money  ;  the  roads  would 
be  built,  the  lands  would  become  marketable,  and  the  financial  stress  of  the  State  generally  re* 
liered.  The  matter  looked  plausible,  and,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  brought  aooot,  an  act 
wag  passed,  amending  the  Constitiitiim,  by  which  the  Governor  was  authorized  to  issue  and  de- 
liver to  companies  in  which  the  land  grant  was  vested,  special  bonds  of  the  State,  to  an  aggre- 
gate amount  not  exceeding  the  amount  suggested  in  the  proposition  above  quoted. 

In  the  following  spring,  the  amendment,  after  a  full  and  complete  hearing,  was  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  adopted  almost  unanimously. 

With  this  encouragement,  the  companie.s  commenced  work,  and  on  June  80, 1858,  contracts 
were  concluded  with  Sdah  Chamberlain  cV  Co.  for  the  grading  of  fifty  miles  of  the  rMd  west  of 
La  Crescent,  the  company  having  hypothecated  it.s  road-bed,  franchise,  equipments,  in  exchange 
for  State  bonds  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  cited. 

Wlm  these  anxiliwries  had  been  procnred  fer  the  road,  the  belief  was  indulged  that  the 
work  of  aeouring  capital,  and  the  identity  of  moneyed  interests  in  the  building  would  be  attended 
with  little  difficulty.  But  the  opposite  of  this  was  true.  The  effects  of  the  panic  had  begun  to 
maniftet  diemfelTes  more  pronounoedly.  paralyzing  very  many  enterprises  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter throughout  the  country,  and  discouraging  ventures  in  every  channel  of  traffic  or  improve- 
ment. Besides  this.  Eastern  capitalists  claimed  to  have  been  deceived  by  corrupt  Western 
corporations,  and  fought  shy  of  overtures  made  them  to  aid  in  their  building.  As  a  consequence, 
it  was  found  impossible,  b}'  brokers,  to  introduce  the  State  bonds  on  the  market,  or  secure  any 
aid  in  Wall  street,  for  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  or  Root  River 
Railroad.  In  this  emergency,  work  was  suspended,  and  the  road  passed  into  the  control  of  the 
State,  by  wlnek  it  was  hdd  inoperative,  quiescent,  for  several  years. 

Finally,  with  the  coming  of  more  prosperous  times,  the  State  decided  to  procure  the  baild« 
iag  of  the  road,  and,  with  a  view  to  that  end,  The  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  Company  ** 
was  chartered  by  an  act  of  the  Minnesota  Legislature,  the  incorporators  named  in  the  charter 
being  substantially  the  same  as  those  acting  in  the  first  instance.  The  act  was  approved  March 
4,  1864,  and  conveyed  to  the  persons  named  therein  the  road-bed,  right  of  way  and  land  grant, 
which  had  belonged  to  the  old  Rout  River  Valley  and  Southern  Minnesota  Companies,  valued 
in  the  aggregate  at  $558,000. 

The  charter  and  grant  of  lands  having  been  restore^!  to  the  original  movers,  the  work  of 
aecorins  capital  and  associating  induential  aid  was  sought  and  obtained,  when  the  building  of 
themd  proper  was  re-commenced< 

The  first  link  was  constructed  in  18f>5,  and,  in  February  of  that  year,  the  second  land  gran- 
from  the  State  to  this  company  was  made,  erantina  four  sections  per  mile,  commencing  twentyt 
seven  miles  fnm  the  Mississippi  River,  and  extending  to  the  watt  boundary  of  the  State. 

This  became  the  base  of  a  more  extended  work ;  and,  in  1866,  another  ten  miles  of  the 
road  was  added,  when  the  third  and  most  important  land  grant  was  made  by  the  State  for  the  use 
of  this  company.    It  was  dated  July  4,  1866,  and  gave  ten  sections  per  mile  from  the  town  of 
•Hokah,  Houston  County  to  the  State  liae»  entitling  the  company,  wim  the  gnat  of  February 
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16,  1865,  to  foarteen  sections  for  each  mile  coustructed,  a  quantity  far  more  than  safficient  to 
build  md  equip  the  rmd. 

In  1867,  the  road  reached  Rushford,  thirty  miles  from  Grand  Crossing;  and.  in  1868, 
Lanesboro  became  the  temporary  terminus.  During  these  years,  the  traffic  of  the  road  was,  of 
oonne,  oonfined  to  the  country  immediately  tributary  to  Root  Kvor;  hat,  witli  ovwyiMik  of 
nul,  the  expansiTe  power  of  the  road  increased  finirfolo,  and  the  fttattB  to  eeeore  eepitaf  to  pash 
tile  road  further  west  were  amply  successful. 

In  this  connection,  it  should  be  stated  that  La  Crosse  contributed  $50,000  toward  building 
the  ned,  at  a  time  ▼hen  it  was  ereeping  with  the  feeble  tread  of  infiuioj  op  the  narrow  vaUey 
of  Root  River. 

During  the  winter  of  1869-70,  the  gap  between  Lanesboro  and  Ramsay  was  in  part  graded 
and  prepar^  for  iron,  which  was  immediately  laid ;  and,  in  the  &11  of  the  latter  year,  the  tnA 
was  in  running  order  from  Grand  Crossing  to  Wells,  a  distance  of  141^  nulee> 

The  golden  gate  to  the  wealth  of  Southern  Minnesota  was  thus  SWaOg  open  to  La  CroflSe^ 
settling  her  commercial  and  manufiicturing  importance  for  all  time. 

The  event  was  oelebratod  with  beeoming  formality,  and  800  ezoamoniete  were  welcomed 
to  the  Gateway  Citv,  at  the  Opera  House,  in  appropriate  and  flioqoent  mnarks  bj  Major  BodoU^ 
Charles  Seymour,  Col.  Thompson  and  others. 

Later,  it  was  completed  to  Winnebago  City ;  but,  as  years  adiranced,  finanetal  and  other 
troubles  crowded  npon  the  company  with  the  nsual  results.  The  work  of  extending  the  road 
westward  was  suspended,  and  came  to  an  abrupt  termination  ;  the  stock  depreciated  in  value; 
foreclosure  suits  were  instituted  and  prosecuted ;  a  Receiver  was  appointed,  and  its  outlook  vaa 
anything  but  promising.  Fortanately  far  La  Croese,  however,  it  fnally  fell  into  the  hands  of 
careful  and  honest  men,  and  they  managed  it  with  an  ability  rarely  witnessed  in  like  casee.  Iti 
revenues  increased ;  its  stock  appreciated  in  value,  and  its  stability  became  undoubted. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  singular  that  strenuous  efforts  ehonld  be  pot  ferdi  by 
several  of  the  larger  railroad  corporations,  notably  the  Ohieago,  Burlington  ft  Quincj  and  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  k  St.  Paul  Railway,  to  eeenro  poeaeaBion  of  so  important,  vigorow  aid 
promising  a  line  as  the  Southern  Minnesota. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  ft  Qntncy  sought  to  aeeura  a  controlling  intereet  in  it,  to  as  to 
operate  it  in  connection  with  the  Clinton,  Dubuque  &  Minnesota  Railroad.  This  arrangement, 
if  carried  out,  would  necessarily  work  serious  injury  to  the  business  of  La  Crosse.  It  would 
transfer  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  to  the  other  side  of  the  rirer,  whaaee 
all  its  freight  for  Chicaizo  and  o^«t  points  wouM  be  forwarded  to  destination  by  the  roads  indi- 
cated above.  In  fact,  if  this  arrangement  had  been  perfected,  it  would  scarcely  have  been  neo- 
essary  for  either  the  Southern  Minnesota  or  the  Clinton,  Dubutiue  &  Minnesota  to  run  its  trains 
into  this  dty. 

When  it  became  known,  therefore,  that  so  powerful  a  corporation  as  the  Chicago.  Barling- 
ton  ft  Quincy  was  seeking  to  gain  control  of  the  Southern  Minnesota,  all  citisens  who  under- 
stood the  circumstances  felt  grave  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  isene  of  the  negotiation. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  was  not  idle,  however,  and  its  manageoMnt, 
alive  to  the  importance  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  as  a  branch  and  feeder,  entered  with  spirit 
into  the  contest  for  its  possession.  Its  stock  was  purchased  as  it  was  offered  for  sale  or  couid 
be  bonsbt,  and  now  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft  St.  PSaol  Railway,  a  corporation  that  ataads  well 
forward  among  the  most  powerful  in  the  country,  and  one  that  the  whole  State  feels  a  pardon- 
able sense  of  pride  in,  secured  a  majority  of  the  stock  about  June  1,  1880,  and  with  it  the  ulti- 
mate control  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway. 

This  arrangement  was  a  source  of  genuine  felicitation  to  La  Croese,  insuring,  as  it  did,  an 
indefinite  continuance  of  the  increasing  service  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railway  to  the  citv. 
It  makes  that  road  another  spoke  in  the  iron  radius  which  is  rapidly  securing  for  La  Croese  the 
diatinotioii  of  hab  or  center  of  a  vast  railroad  mtem.  It  knits  moro  doiely  to  this  side  of  tlw 
river  the  interests  not  alone  of  the  Sonthem  Minaesota  Bailwaj,  bat  also  of  the  CUnton,  Da* 
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bnqae  &  Minnesota.  It  is,  in  short,  an  arrangement  which  will  contribute  to  the  improvenaent 
of  business  in  La  Crosse,  and  which  will  not  be  without  effect  in  adding  to  the  reputation  of  the 
citjr  as  a  distributing  point,  thus  enhancing  the  general  estimation  of  its  eligibility  as  a  location 
for  manufkictariDg  enterprises. 

This  city  remains  the  headuuarters  of  the  general  offices  of  the  company. 

2%<i  Dubuque  JHvisum — Was  purchased  from  the  Chicago,  CliDton,  Dubuoue  k  Minnesota 
eofporatioQ  in  Febraary,  1881,  and  has  rince  hum  operated  hj  St.  Fid  Company.  Tl» 
road  was  commenced  in  October,  1870,  and  grew  out  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  Dubuque  to  con- 
nect that  section  with  points  in  Minnesota,  as  far  north  as  St.  Paul.  The  necessity  of  this  me- 
dium of  communication  was  apparent  to  all,  though  it  was  not  until  discriminations  made  by  the 
Illinois  Central  against  Dubuque  became  apparent,  that  a  decision  was  reached.  It  resulted  in 
the  creation  of  a  company  whose  object  was  the  huil  ling  of  a  road  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Minnesota,  with  a  branch  extending  south,  and  to  be  known  as  the  Dubu(jiue, 
Bdlevne  s  BftsBiidppi  road,  haTing  its  terminus  at  (^cago. 

On  October  9, 1870,  ground  wt  the  former  road  ivasDroken  at  Eagle  Point  near  Dubuque, 
and  in  the  following  spring,  operations  or  'he  Dubuque  &  Mississippi  route  begun.  Some  time 
after,  arrangements  were  concludeil  with  tne  Chicago,  Burlinston  &.  Quincy  road,  and  the  cor- 
porate name  of  the  Dubuque  k  Mississippi  was  changed  to  the  CAueBico,  Clinton  k  Dabaqae» 
with  a  capital  of  81,500,000,  mid  the  Dubuque  &  MinneiQta  to  tiie  Clinton,  Dubnqne  k  Minne- 
sota, with  a  nominal  capital  of  $70,000,000. 

In  the  Ml  of  18tl,  the  roads  were  consolidated ;  in  1878,  it  was  purchased  under  fore- 
closure proceedings  by  the  bondholders,  re-OVfMlised  as  the  Chicago,  Clinton,  Dubuque  &  Minn- 
esota Railroad,  and  completed  the  same  year  to  Clinton  and  La  Cresent  with  a  branch  up  Tur- 
key River  to  Eiport. 

It  was  operated  by  this  organiiadon  nntil  February,  1881,  when,  as  stated,  it  was  disposed 

cf  to  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Chicago  ^  North-  Wettem. — The  Territorial  Legislature  of  1848  chartered  the  "  Madison  & 
Bdoit  Railroad  Company,"  with  authority  to  build  a  railroad  from  Beloit  to  Madison  only.  In 
1850,  by  an  act  of  the  f^egblatore,  the  company  was  authorized  to  extend  the  road  to  the  Wis- 
consin River  and  to  La  Crosse,  and  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi  River  near  St.  Paul,  as  well  as 
from  Janesville  to  Fond  du  Lac.  Its  name  was  changed  by  legislative  authority  to  the  "  Rock 
BiTer  Valley  Union  Railroad  Company."  In  1851,  ue  line  ftom  Janesville  not  being  pushed 
a.s  the  peojile  expected,  the  Legi.slature  of  Illinois  chartered  the  "  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Railroad 
Compaoy,"  with  authority  to  consolidate  with  any  railroad  in  Wisconsin.  In  1855,  an  act  of 
the  Wisconsin  Legislature  consolidated  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Companies  with  the  Rock 
^▼er  Valley  Union  Railroad  Company,  and  the  new  organization  took  the  name  of  the  "  Chi- 
cago, St.  Paul  &  Fi>n'l  du  Lac  Railroad  Company."  In  1854,  and  previous  to  the  consolida- 
tion, the  company  had  failed  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  bondholders,  who  foreclosed  and 
took  stock  for  tlietr  bonds.  The  old  management  by  A.  Hyatt  Smith  and  John  B.  Macy  was 
superseded,  and  William  R.  Ogden  was  made  President.  Chicago  was  deeply  interested  in 
reaching  the  Upper  Mississippi  region,  then  being  peopled  rapidly,  by  a  line  of  railroad  to  run 
through  Madison  to  St.  Paul,  in  Minnesota.  Its  favorite  road  was  started  from  Chicago  on  the 
wide  (six  feet)  gauge.  This  was  t  h  itiged  to  the  usual  (four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches) 
width,  and  the  work  was  vigorouMly  pushed,  reaching  Janes ville  in  1855.  The  partially-graded 
line  on  a  direct  route  from  Janesville  to  Madison  was  abandoned,  in  1852,  a  new  charter  was 
obtained,  and  the  **6eloit  ft  Madison  Railroad  Company  "  was  organised,  to  build  a  road  fhmi 
Bdoit  via  Janesville  to  Madison.  A  subsequent  amendment  to  this  charter  left  out  JanSBTllll^ 
and  the  Beloit  branch  was  pushed  through  to  Madison,  reaching  that  city  in  I8t>4. 

The  *'  Galena  k  Chicago  Union  Railroad  Company"  had  built  a  branch  of  the  Galena  line 
irom  Belvidere  to  Beloit  previous  to  1854.  In  that  year  it  leased  the  Beloit  &  Madison  road, 
and  from  1856  operated  it  in  connection  with  other  roads  which  they  controlled.  The  consolida- 
tioQ  of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  and  Uie  Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Fond  du  Lac  Companies  was 
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effdoted  and  approved  bj  legislative  enactment  in  1865,  and  a  new  organization  called  the 
"Chicago    North -Western  Railway  Company"  took  their  place. 

The  "Baraboo  Air-Line  Railroad  Company  "  was  incorporated  in  1S70,  to  build  a  road 
Madison,  Columbus  or  Waterloo  via  Baraboo  to  La  Crosse,  or  any  point  on  the  Mississippi 
Ri7er.  It  organiaed  in  the  interest  of  the  Chicago  &  Nortfi-Weetem,  with  which  company  it 
consolidated,  and  the  work  of  btiilding  a  connecting  line  between  Madison  and  Winona  Junctirn 
was  vigorously  pushed  forward.  Lodi  was  reached  in  1870,  Baraboo  in  1871,  and  Winona  Judc- 
ti<m  in  1874.  The  ridgee  between  EIroy  and  Sparta  were  tunneled  at  a  great  expense  and  with 
much  difficulty.  In  1874,  the  company  reported  an  expenditure  for  its  three  tunnels  of  $476,- 
743.32,  and  for  the  ISOj^j  miles  between  Madison  and  Winona  Junction  of  $.5,342, 10!Kr><j.  an<l» 
a  large  expenditure  yet  to  be  made  on  it.  In  1807,  the  Chicago  &  North- Western  Company  bought 
of  D.  N.  Barney  &  Go.their  interest  in  the  VHnona  k  St.  Peter  Railway,  a  line  being  built  west- 
erly from  Winona,  in  Minnesota,  and  of  which  105  mile*'  had  been  built.  It  also  bought  of  the 
same  parties  their  interest  in  the  La  Crosse,  Trempealeau  k  Prescott  Railway,  a  line  being  built 


operation  in  1870,  and  is  twenty-nine  milea  UfDg.  With  the  completion  of  the  Madison  branch 
to  Winona  Junction  in  1874,  it  had  in  operation  a  line  from  Chicago,  via  Madison  and  Winona, 
to  Lake  Kampeska,  Minn.,  a  distance  of  &23  miles.  The  "  Green  Bay  &  Minnesota  liailroad  " 
built  a  line  firom  Onalaska,  a  station  on  the  Chicago  &  North- Western  road,  seven  miles  north  of 
La  Crosse,  to  the  city  of  La  Crosse  in  187G,  and  the  Chicago  &  North-Western  road  acquired 
the  right  to  use  that  track,  thus  connecting  its  road  with  the  chief  city  of  Wisconsin  on  the 
Missbsippi  River.  The  first  train  of  the  North-Western  Railway  ran  into  the  city  of  La  CroiM 
over  this  extension  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1876.  Albert  Keep,  of  Chicago,  is  President  of  Ae 
Chicago  k  North-Western  Company,  and  Marvin  Hugbitt,  a  gentleman  of  g^t  railroad  experi* 
ence,  is  General  Manager. 

Green  Bay  ^  Mmnaota  RaSbroad. — ^The  line  of  road  operated  by  this  company  extends 
from  Fort  Howard  to  the  Mississippi  River,  opposite  Winona,  Minn.  This  line  is  2in  miles  in 
length,  and  was  built  through  a  sparsely  settled  and  heavily  timbered  section  of  the  State.  It 
began  under  moet  discouraging  circumstances,  yet  was  pushed  through  by  the  energy  of  a  few 
men  at  Green  Bay  and  along  its  line.  It  was  originally  chartered,  in  1866,  as  the  "  Greea 
Bay  &  Lake  Pepin  Railroad  Company,"  to  build  a  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fox  Rirer. 
near  Green  Bay,  to  the  Mississippi  River,  opposite  Winona.  But  little  was  done  except  the 
making  of  preliminary  surveye  in  1870. 

During  1870-71,  forty  miles  were  constructed  and  put  in  oy)orrition  ;  in  1872,  one  hundre"! 
and  fourteen  miles  were  graded,  the  track  laid,  and  the  river,  opposite  Winona,  was  reached, 
eixtyotwo  miles  further,  in  1873.  In  1876,  it  acquired  the  right  to  use  the  track  between 
Winona  and  Onalaska,  in  La  Crosse  County,  known  aa  the  Winona  Cat-Off,"  and  belonging 
to  the  Chicago  &  North-Western  Railway  Company,  and  built  a  track  from  Onalaska  to  La 
Crosse,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  thereby  connecting  their  road  with  the  chief  city  of  Wisconsin, 
on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  city  of  La  Crosse  aided  in  this  extension  by  sobaeribing  $75,- 
000,  and  giving  it.s  corporation  bonds  for  that  amount.  A  chnnge  in  the  name  of  the  corporation 
is  contemplated  to  take  place  at  the  next  election  of  officers,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1881|  when 
the  corporation  will  become  the    Green  Bay,  Winona  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company." 

KAILROAD  BRIDGE. 

Civil  £ngineer  Do^n,  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  with  maps  and 
•vrveys  for  a  railroad  bridge  aeroes  tiie  Mississippi  River,  near  La  Crosse,  by  invitalioa,  net 
several  of  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse,  at  the  International  Hotel,  on  Taeeday  evening,  April  30, 
1872.  to  discu'^s  the  bridge  mutters.  He  gave  very  full  information  in  regard  to  the  surrouml 
ings,  currents  and  distances  on  the  proposed  routes  or  sites  for  a  railroad  bridge.  The  discussion 
elicited  the  statement  that  the  site  selected  by  the  engineer  waSf  firam  tihe  engine  or  ronnd-hoosc^ 
in  the  Fifth  Ward  (fjnnerij  North  La  Oro88e)»  aoroas  the  lower  end  of  FreiMh  Iskuad,  to  n  point 
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on  the  Minnesota  bank,  a  short  distance  above  the  old  warehouse^  near  the  La  Crescent  Ferry 
landing.  This  site  he  had  seleeted  with  sole  reference  to  ^e  ckxrire  of  tite  company  to  secure 
the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  between  Chicago  and  St.  Paul,  and  withoat  Mij  special  regard 
for  the  interests  of  other  existing  or  contemplated  railways,  on  either  or  both  sides  of  the 
Mississippi,  centering  at  or  near  La  Crosse.  The  interests  of  navigation  demanded,  however, 
diat  in  order  to  have  the  lesst  possible  obstructions  to  oommeroe  on  navigable  wsfeers,  these  sev- 
eral railroads  should  oil  use  one  and  the  same  bridge. 

Subsequently,  in  August,  information  was  received  from  the  War  Department,  to  the  effect 
that  the  final  deliberations  of  the  Board  of  United  States  Bnj^neers,  eonsisting  of  Ool.  Ma- 
comb, of  Rock  Island;  Col.  Weitzfl,  of  Loiiisvillo ;  and  Col.  Merrill,  of  Cincinnati,  in  respect 
to  the  location  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  La  Crosse,  the  result  of  which  was  announced  in  the 
fidbwlng  bri^  bat  definite  oommaniention  from  Ool.  liaoomb  to  Gen.  Rtisk,  member  of  Con- 
gress from  this  distriet : 

Rock  Island,  Iu.,  August  1,  1872. 

Mm.  J,  M,  Smi,  M,     La  Cro,Me,  H 

Dbab  Sis:— Bridge  aile  r«oonm«Dd«<l  is  at  lb«  foot  of  Mount  Vernon  street,  La  CraoM. 

Vary  r«ip«ctftillj,  , 

Your  olMdi«at  tmtat, 

J.  N.  Maoomb, 
Gokad  Ea^BMiB  Uali«d  Sutes  Amqr. 

Bj  amlMrity  of  tbvGhlsf  of  BsglBem,  Uaitad  SlalM  Anqy. 

It  can  readily  be  seen  that  this  site  was  about  two  miles  sonth  of  the  one  proposed  by  En- 
gineer Dod^e.  The  objectionable  point.s  raised  by  the  citizens  relative  to  the  site  proposed  by 
Engineer  Dodge  were,  Chiefly,  because  the  banks  and  islands  of  the  Mississippi  in  that  vi- 
dnity  were  often  overflowed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  navigators  to  have  any 
accurate  information  as  to  the  channel ;  and  the  bridge,  if  located  there,  would,  besides  increas- 
ing the  hazards  of  navigation,  have  required  two  draws  over  the  Mississippi  and  Black  Rivers^ 
and  prevented  convenient  access  to  it  by  other  railways  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi." 

To  the  site  proposed  by  the  United  States  Engineers,  the  railway  company  finds  objeotions : 
"Chiefly,  because  it  wouhl  have  increased  the  length  of  their  road  two  miles  ;  the  rif^ht  of  way 
through  the  city  was  very  expensive  and  troublesome  to  get ;  the  road  would  be  required  to 
Station  Hagmen  at  every  street^srossing ;  trains  wonld  be  oompelled  to  run  slow,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  use  an  eight-degree  curve  to  turn  northward  from  the  bridge— a  thing  to  be  avoided 
if  possible,  particularly  in  a  city  among  densely  crowded  building  where  an  engineer  cannot  see 
five  rods  ahead  of  his  train." 

Theee  certainly  were  grave  objeotions  on  both  sides.  On  Monday,  December  9,  1872, 
Congressman  Dunnell,  of  Minnesota,  intro<luced  a  hill  in  Congress,  to  repeal  the  act  of  June 
4, 1KT2,  regulating  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River,  and  also  to  au- 
thori/.e  the  Milwaukee  it  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  at 
liortb  La  Crosse. 

The  act  of  June  4  is  the  one  under  which  the  Government  Engineers  located  the  bridge  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Vernon  street. 

This  bill  was,  of  course,  introduced  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail* 
way  Company,  on  the  grounds  that  if  they  were  to  build  where  the  engineers  bad  located  it,  it 
would  cost  the  company  9200,000  extra  at  first,  and  916,000  annually  in  maintenance. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Conndl  of  the  dty  of  La  Crosse,  in  Febmnry,  1878,  the 
following  ordinance  was  adopted  : 

AX  OEDIMAHCB  QRAXTINO  CBaTAIM  PRIVILIOIS  TO  THS  ■OUTHKaX  MIXXOOTA  KAILnOAD  OOMPAXT — 

BSIPOB  DIVIMO*. 

Tu  OoHaoc  CmmOf  or  ras  Cnr  or  La  Caoms  do  Ordain  : 

StcriON  1.  TliO  Southern  Minnosota  lUUroftd  Company,  KriJge  DivUian,  n  corporation  ori^nized  under  the 
■wt  of  Minne!<ota,  its  successors  and  assigns,  are  hereby  authoriieiJ  and  empinvi-n- i  uhi-  ;iti  1  occupy  the  east  bank 
•f  the  MisFti-iTiippi  Riyer,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Vernon  street,  for  the  erection  and  niaiutainaace  of  all  piers,  abui- 
BeotR,  jrii»'s  1111,1  »p)iroHcii('.-<  n-  |uire'i  in  the  ooaatnMtioa  and  oparation  of  a  nilnad  bridi*  from  the  fiMt  of  Hid 
Hoaot  Vernon  street  to  the  Minnesota  shore. 
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Sec.  2.  Theaaid  Southern  MinnMoU  Railroad  C«ni|  anj,  Bridge  DiTigion,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empower«d, 
for  the  purpose  of  using  and  operating  said  railroad  bridge,  and  connecting  the  track  or  iraclis  of  any  other  road 
tNkiBf  transit  over  said  bridge,  to  use  and  OOOO^  the  whole  of  Mount  Vernon  strcflt.  from  the  west  line  of  Seeowl 
«trM(  to  Ih*  lliaaiaaippi  River,  with  all  hmmmtj  Um,  Unbora,  nUo,  traeko,  ildoinllu.  tvltohw  ud  baildiitp: 
jircnirfrf,  (hot  (ho  orooiing  of  Mount  Toraon,  Brown  ond  Fronl  a(rM(«  oholl  not  bo  thorohj  Abotruolod  ao  oo  to  pi«> 
Tont  tho  loflt  pMNtfo  of  tauM  Md  fltot  tMoenrers. 

The  remaining  two  sections  of  this  ordinance  are  omitted,  as  they  do  not  refer  whollj  to 
the  construction  of  the  bridge.  Subsequently  the  La  Crosse  Transit  Railroad  Company  wu 
organized,  and  among  o^er  inings  of  eonndenble  tmportenoe  to  the  <Atj,  agreed  to  procure,  or 
oanse  to  be  built,  a  railroad  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River,  from  dm  foot  of  Mount  Vemot 

street,  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse  to  the  Minnesota  shore,  on  the  location  made  by  the  Engineers 
of  the  War  Department,  provided  tite  city  of  La  Crosse  would  issue  bonds  to  them  to  the  amount 
of  1160,000. 

The  bonds  were  issued  in  April,  but  were  not  to  be  delivered  until  the  bridge  was  com- 

?leted  and  the  cars  mnnins  over  it.    The  Directors  of  this  Transit  Company  were  C.  W. 
'hompson,  J.  W.  Loser,  B.  G.  Lennox,  Abner  Oile,  S.  L.  Nerins,  Angus  Cuneron,  Jobn  Pkal, 
Fred  Tillman,  of  La  Crosse,  and  H,  A.  Taylor,  of  New  York. 

The  bill  that  was  before  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
by  the  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Washburn,  wheu  it  was 
paseed  otw  the  Governor's  veto  in  the  Assembly  by  a  vote  of  89  ajet  to  29  noes.  The  veto, 
however,  was  «ustained  by  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  12  to  15,  upon  the  announcement  of  which 
the  city  of  La  Crosse  was  thrown  into  a  whirl  of  excitement  and  joyous  intoxication.  Those 
who  had  flags  ^ave  then  to  the  btWM  as  rapidly  as  they  conld  be  ran  out,  and  the  dty  was 
soon  handsomdy  decorated  with  natUnial  emblems,  cannon  boomed  at  regular  intervals  during 
the  day,  showing  no  limit  to  ihe  expressions  of  gratitude  by  the  people  of  the.city.  This  veto 
left  the  only  charter  and  the  exclusive  right  of  building  this  bridge  to  the  Southern  Minnesota 
Railroad  Corapaay.  The  Milwankee  &  St.  PanI  Company  then  called  for  a  new  Board  of 
Examiners  in  the  question  of  the  location,  hut  Secretary  Belknap,  of  the  War  Department, 
refused  to  appoint  a  new  Board,  and  approved  of  the  location  of  the  bridge  as  determined  by 
the  Government  Engineers.  July  22,  1878,  the  Milwankee.  ft  St.  Paul  Company  oommeneed 
driving  piles  in  the  western  channel  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  foundation  of  the  railroad  bridce 
piers,  this  being  on  the  location  first  determined  by  Engineer  Dodge.  Application  was  immwi- 
ately  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  Western  District  of  Wisconsin, 
alt  Hadistm,  for  a  preliminary  injunction  to  prevent  the  Milwankee  ft  St.  Ptol  Company 
fipom  further  obstructing  the  river  by  work  on  tneir  bridge. 

It  came  up  before  Judge  Hopkins,  July  2i^,  who  adjourned  the  case  until  the  September 
Term  at  La  Crosse.  An  oraer  was  also  entered  enjoining  the  company  from  placing  any  more 
obstructions  in  the  river. 

The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  order  made  by  the  Court,  when  in  session  in  La 
Crosse,  in  September :  It  is  hereby  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  an  injunction  be  issued 
parsnant  to  the  prayer  of  the  bill  herein,  strictly  forbidding,  enjoining  and  restraining  die 
said  defendant,  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Cunipany,  its  agents,  contractors,  laborers, 
servants  and  officers,  and  each  and  every  one  of  them,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  which  may  fall 
upon  them,  from  placing  any  stone,  piling  or  bridge  materials,  and  from  proceeding  to  construct 
any  bridge  in  or  across  the  Mississippi,  River  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  La  Croese,  in  said 
Western  District  of  Wisconsin,  at  or  near  the  locality  described  in  the  bill  of  oomplftint  in  this 
suit,  until  further  order  of  the  Court." 

^e  following  is  a  brief  statement  in  fiill,  relative  to  the  tronble  whioh  arose  regarding  the 
OOnitniction  of  the  railroad  bridge  : 

A  contest  unprecedcntetl  in  bridging  navigable  streams  arose,  and  soon  assumed  national 
importance ;  and  yet,  underlying  it,  was  and  amays  has  been  an  apparent  iigustice,  which  tins 
developed  into  a  gross  wrong  on  the  travel  and  commerce  of  the  West.  La  Crosse,  a  city 
of  about  sixteen  thoosand  inhabitants,  is  situatsd  in  the  toe  of  a  horss^oe,  the  two  heels  of  tfes 
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iho*  bdng  repreMnted  hj  blnfi  on  ihe  Miiin«wta  and  Wisoonnn  ahons  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
past  which  bluffs  all  vessels  touching  at  La  Crosse  mast  move. 

The  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  CoDipany,  with  their  then  1,395  miles  of  road,  500 
miles  of  which,  with  direct  tributaries  laid  between  Chicago  and  St.  Paul,  passed  one  of  these 
bluffs  on  the  Wisconsin  shore  near  La  Crosse,  and  went  direct  to  the  Mississippi,  approaching 
its  hanks  by  a  hill  through  a  ward  of  the  city  of  La  Cro'^Re,  crosses  the  Black  River  (which 
debouches  into  the  Mississippi  at  La  Crease),  a  stream  navigable  only  for  logs,  by  a  substantial 
iron  bridge,  bnilt  nnder  the  authority  of  the  State  of  WisoMitin.  Directly  aenws  the  river  from 
that  pr)int,  it,s  ron  l  approached  the  shoro  in  Minnesota.  There  wero  oentering  at  or  near  that 
point  three  railroad  interrate: 

Fint.  The  Milwankee  k  St.  P^nl,  a  through  line  from  Ohicago  to  St.  Panl,  and  the  main 
thoroughfare  for  travel  on  that  route. 

Second.  The  Chicago,  Dubuque  &  Minnesota,  a  short  line  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sibsippt  River,  between  Dubuque,  in  Iowa,  and  La  Crescent,  in  Minnesota,  its  track  terminating 
and  its  depot  bnilt  on  the  Mississippi,  at  the  point  for  bridging  selected  by  the  Milwankee  A 
St.  Paul  company,  and  henee  an  ally  of  that  company  in  its  location,  although  the  year  pre- 
vious opposed  to  it. 

Third.  The  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad,  a  road  then  167  miles  in  length,  had  a  bonded 

debt  of  $27,500  per  mile  ;  a  floating  debt  of  $1,000,000  in  the  hands  of  a  Receiver  since  No- 
vember, 1872 ;  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  pending  against  it  in  the  United  States  Court  at  St. 
Fral ;  with  no  Eastern  connection  except  via  the  Milwankee  ft  St.  1^1  Railway ;  stodked  for 
$'25,000  per  mile,  its  stock  worth  less;  its  bonds  an  nnsalable  drag;  its  rspntation  and  credit 
bankrupt,  and,  where  known,  freely  denounced. 

In  February,  1868,  Congress  authorized  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  to  construct  a 
bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  La  Crosse.  That  i-ompany  had  thar  road  in  operation  for 
five  years;  they  had  built  no  bridge;  their  business  neither  required  nor  warranted  it. 

In  1872,  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company,  having  connected  their  road  at  La  Crosse 
with  thdr  road  to  St.  Paul,  asked  and  reosived  from  Congress  a  charter  to  bridge  the  Missis- 
sippi, at  such  point  as  they  might  select,  between  the  ooanty  of  La  Crosee,  in  Wisconsin,  and 
toe  county  of  Houston,  in  Minnesota. 

The  act  authorised  the  owostmction  of  several  bridges,  and  provided  **  That  the  stmctnres 
herein  authorized  shall  be  built  and  located  under,  and  subject  to,  such  regoUtions  for  the  seoa> 
rity  of  navigation  of  said  river  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  prescribe." 

This,  it  seems  to  us,  was  all  that  public  policy  or  necessity  required.  It  was  more  than  the 
Ssi^ards  usually  proridcd  for  in  like  charters.  Under  it  the  Government  could  desoend  to  the 
most  minute  details  in  protecting  the  river,  and  in  so  placing  the  bridge  with  the  stream  as  to 
secure  navigation  ligainst  any  unnecessary  hindrances  If  the  regulations  were  disobeyed,  the 
Federal  oonrts  had  jurisdiction  to  cause  the  structure  to  be  abated  if  it  were  found  unnecessarily 
to  ohstruct  the  traffic  on  the  water.  June  4,  1872.  a  now  act  slipped  through  Congress,  ft 
applied  solely  to  ail  bridges  thereafter  constructed  over  and  across  the  Mississippi  River,  under 
sathori^  of  any  act  of  Congress,  and  provided  That  in  locating  any  such  bridge,  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  should  have  due  regard  to  the  securi^  and  convenience  of  access,  and  to  the  wants 
of  all  railways  and  highways  crossing  said  river." 

Under  this  last  act,  the  Secretary  of  War  first  assumed  to  control  the  location  of  the  bridge 
St  La  Crosse.  The  Milwauke  &  St.  Paul  Comptiny  located  their  bridge  in  June,  1872,  prepara- 
tory to  building.  They  asked  to  have  their  location  approved.  It  was  referred  to  Gen.  G.  K. 
Warren,  who  reported  on  June  29,  1872,  and  the  location  was  thus  spoken  of:  ''This  location 
of  the  bridge  and  draw  is  not  objectionable  to  navigation  on  the  Mississippi  River,  provided  the 
proper  works  are  built  to  always  maintain  the  channel  through  the  ilraw."  But  that  location, 
vhile  it  terminated  in  La  Crosse,  on  the  Wisconsin  shore,  was  two  miles  above  La  Crosse  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Trade  of  that  eity  insisted  that  the  St.  Paul  road 
Jneald  be  drawn  two  miles  out  of  its  direct  line  to  iigect  a  railroad  in  the  center  of  thdr  dty, 
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zsth«r  than  hmn  it  in  wa  npwarci  wtrd  ▼hero  it  ironM  be  oompantively  inexpendve  to  kwete, 

iikd  not  cut  into  the  businees  h^art  of  the  city,  and  where,  in  the  langUige  et  Cton.  Wureo,  it 

would  "bring  the  railway  into  the  main  street,  where  its  use  is  dangerous,  where  the  rifiht  of 
way  is  expensive,  and  where  the  passage  of  trains  endangers  life."  Gen.  Warren  also  said : 
**  The  location  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  bridge,  witii  Uie  modifications  indicated, 
will  not  interfere  with  navigation,  and  the  question  for  him  (the  Secretary  of  War)  to  decide  is 
whether  a  due  r^rd  to  the  retjuest  made  by  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse  will  authoriae  him  to 
oompd  the  Hiilwaakee  ft  St.  Panl  Railroad  Company  to  change  their  location  widiOMt  ttiidiily 
disregarding  the  interests  of  that  company  and  their  rights  under  the  law  approved  April  1, 
1872.    This  question  is  not  one  of  engineering^  nor  of  obstruction  to  navigation." 

Notwithstanding  the  report,  a  board  of  engineers  was  convened,  composed  of  Col.  J.  M. 
Macomb,  Maj.  Weitael  and  Mayor  William  E.  Merrill,  and  on  Jane  29,  1872,  their  report  was 
made.  They  disapproved  of  the  location  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  bridge.  To 
use  the  language  of  the  report :  "  One  objection  is  the  unsuitableness  of  the  locality  for  high* 
ways.  Anothw  o1i{|e<^0D  ia  the  necessity  which  the  construction  of  the  bridge  would  impose,  of 
the  protection  of  the  ahoree  of  the  main  channel  by  revetting.  This  would  have  to  be  done  by 
the  railroad  company,  and  is  not,  of  itself,  difficult.  With  revetting  and  obstructions,  as  indicat- 
ed, the  channel  crosains  will  not  be  unfavorable,  as  there  is  a  good  straight  stretch  of  river, 
with  a  good  entrance  to  ue  draw,  both  above  and  below." 

They  also  say  :  "  Tt  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  Chicago,  Dubuque  &  Minnesota 
Railroad."  That  inconvenience  is  adjusted,  as  is  shown  above.  The  Southern  Minnesota 
road,  In  making  Eastern  eonneetione,  would  have  to  change  its  first  three  miles  and  make  a  new 
teriniiiiis  at  La  CresoMit,  but  it  would  not  be  materially  lengthened."  As  the  engineers  con< 
sidi  Ti  d  iirojectod  wagon  roads  in  their  report,  as  well  as  various  unbuilt,  visionary  railroads,  the 
Attorney  General  gave  his  opinion  that  such  projects  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  law. 
The  bo«rd  was  reoonvened  on  this  account  to  reconsider.  On  September  26,  they  reaffirmed 
their  former  decision,  by  which  they  located  the  bridge  at  tiie  foot  of  Mount  Vernon  screet,  in 
the  heart  of  La  Crosse,  lengthening  the  line  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  one  and  one- 
half  miles  or  thereabouts — ^as  the  board  over  said,  two  miles  in  fact.  The  Secretary  of  War  ap- 
proved of  the  report.  The  Attorney  General  again  decided  that  the  engineers  had  exceeded 
their  authority  in  locating.  The  .\ttorncy  General  held  that  the  company  could  select  it."*  .site, 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  then  disapproved  of  the  location  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  n>ad. 
That  eompany,  to  test  the  question,  drove  a  few  piles  in  the  river.  The  Attorney  General  then 
caused  suit  to  be  brought  against  the  company  in  the  United  States  District  Court  ut  La  Crosse, 
to  enjoin  them  from  building  on  the  disapproved  location.  The  court  held  that  the  St.  Paul 
companpr  could  not  build  on  their  site  unless  the  Secretary  of  War  first  approved.  District 
Judge  Hopkins,  in  his  decision,  said :  The  Attorney  General,  in  his  opinion,  read  on  the  aigi* 
ment,  hohh  that  the  Secretary  had  not  authority  to  locatt;  but  had  the  authority  to  disapprove 
of  a  location  selected  by  the  company,  and  that  when  he  does  so  the  bridge  cannot  be  construct- 
ed by  the  company  at  such  point.  That  construction  is  in  accordance  widi  my  interpielataai  of 
the  law.  The  defendants  have  made  a  very  strong  case  in  their  affidavit.*;  rea<l  on  t\\\s  motion, 
npon  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  have  shown  by  affidavits  of  men  skilled  in  the  navigattoa  of 
the  river  and  in  the  construction  of  railroad  bridges  over  navigable  streams,  that  this  locatin  is 
tu  less  injorioos  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  than  the  one  selected  by  the  Seoretary  of  War, 
and  that  it  i»<  equally  ns  convenient  and  accessible  to  other  railroads  and  highways.  It  WISIS 
at  liberty  to  pass  upon  that  branch  of  the  case,  we  should  feel  compelled  to  hold  so." 

In  the  same  connection.  Judge  Drummond  said ;  **  It  may  be  difllenH  for  us  to  imderstaad, 
a.s  a  matter  of  fact,  looking  upon  this  river,  how  it  is  that  a  bridge  cannot  be  built  anywhere 
else  than  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Vernon  street,  between  the  counties  of  La  Crosse  and  Houston ; 
bat  still  that  is  not  a  question  for  our  consideration." 

The  winter  previous,  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company  asked  Congress  for  relief.  It 
was  not  given.   They  had  500  miles  of  road,  broken  in  two  parts,  and  waiting  on  the  banks  of 
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a  great  river,  asking  for  no  mure  tlian  has  aiwaj'S  been  accorded  like  enterprises.  A  bridge 
would  have  been  a  much  lighter  burden  on  trade  aod  travel  than  was  this  bmk  in  a  line  of  rail* 
road  communication,  necessitatinr;  a  ferry.  The  commerce  of  the  company  was  subjected  to 
ddajrs,  and  their  travel  was  diverted.  The  site  selected  bj  the  army  of  engineers  they  could 
not  talce^  because  it  was  in  possession  of  a  lot  of  Wall  street  speenlators,  who  had  taeked  it  on 
as  a  plaster  to  tho  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad  mortgages,  and  got  a  decree  of  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  at  St.  Paul,  authorizing  tliem,  if  they  build  a  bridge  to  charge  $7  per  car 
bit  crossing,  with  a  reduction  which  ooold  aever  get  below  $3  per  car,  a  practicd  levy  on  com- 
mm^  which  would  ruin  the  moat  snccessful  road  ever  operated.  The  line  of  distinction 
between  that  decree  and  robbery  was  so  dim  and  shadowy  that  it  was  hardly  conceivable.  The 
engineers  said  that  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company's  location  was  objectionable  to  naviga- 
tion— that  it  would  not  as  well  accommodate  other  roads.  The  Judges  said :  Had  we  to 
decide,  we  should  say  that  their  location  is  far  less  injurious  to  navigation  than  the  one  indi- 
cated by  the  Secretarv  of  War,  and  that  it  is  equally,  as  convenient  and  accessible  to  other  rail- 
rasda  and  highways. 

On  Friday  evening,  March  6, 1874,  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate  concurred  with  the  Assem- 
bly in  the  passage  of  the  bill  giving  authority  to  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company 
to  bridge  the  Mississippi  wherever  they  chose.  Accordingly,  work  was  commenced  on  the  10th 
day  of  Jane,  1876,  and  the  whole  structure  was  oompuHed  on  the  26th  day  of  November, 
together  with  over  half  a  mile  of  trestle-work  approaches.  No  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  has 
ever  been  finished  in  so  short  a  time  from  its  first  conception,  and  no  other  will  compare  with  it 
in  beau^  and  strength,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Government  bridge  at  Rock  Island. 

The  total  length  of  the  bridge  from  the  eastern  bank  of  Black  River  to  the  Minnesota 
shore  is  one  and  four-fifths  miles,  and  that  of  the  brid|^  proper,  over  the  channels  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 1,688  feet,  with  660  feet  of  trestle-iroik  aaroas  (kmphdl's  Islttid.  The  whole  of  the 
superstructure  of  the  bridge  is  of  iron,  and  was  manufactured  by  the  American  Bridge  Com- 
pany— a  laree  portion  of  the  material  being  the  product  of  Wisconsin — and  consists  of  five 
•pans  of  150  feet  each  over  the  east  channel  of  the  river ;  across  the  west  channel  are  two 
spans,  of  164  feet  each,  one  span  of  250  feet,  and  the  draw  span  of  360  feet.  There  is  nothing 
particularly  showy  about  the  entire  fabric,  but  everything  is  constructed  in  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial manner,  that  does  credit  not  only  to  the  company,  but  to  the  contractors  who  so  faith- 
fully performed  their  work.  The  contract  test  of  the  bridge  was  made  by  a  double-loaded 
freight  train,  and  the  strain  was  found  to  be  remarkably  sustained  by  every  portion.  The  com- 
pletion of  this  magnificent  structure  represents  a  total  cost  of  over  half  a  million  of  dollars 

LA  CROSSB  8TRBR  HAir.WAY. 

In  1865  or  1866,  articles  of  association  were  adopted  and  a  charter  procured  by  David 
Law  and  others  for  the  construction  of  a  street  railway,  but  no  advancement  was  made  toward 
iti  constmction  at  this  time. 

In  1872,  another  stock  company  was  formed,  consisting  of  Abner  Gile,  Ruel  We'^ton,  N". 
B.  Holway,  John  U.  Weston,  C.  C.  Washburn,  David  Law,  L  U.  Moulton,  G.  C.  Hixon  and 
8.  L.  Nevins,  sbo  for  the  oonstraetion  of  a  streist  railway,  with  a  capital  stoek  of  916,000,  but, 
from  Tsrious  reasons,  the  construction  of  the  road  was  not  undertaken  then. 

January  10,  1878,  articles  of  association  were  again  adopted  and  another  charter  procured, 
this  time  by  David  Law,  G.  C.  Ilixon  and  P.  S.  Davidson  as  incorporators,  investing  a  capital 
stock  of  812,000.  In  September  of  this  same  year,  Horace  Buker,  William  F.  Sommerfield 
and  Daniel  A.  McArthur  applied  for  and  obtained  a  charter  from  the  State  for  the  construction 
of  the  road,  and  for  a  time  a  heated  discussion  arose  among  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
as  to  which  company  should  be  granted  the  charter  and  right  of  construction  from  the  city.  It 
was  finally  granted  to  Law,  Hixon  and  Daviils"n.  In  November  following,  they  bpp;in  the 
purchajie  of  material,  and  commenced  the  cotistruction  of  the  road  May  8,  187U,  which  the^ 
completed  SO  the  first  oars  passed  over  it  on  the  4th  day  of  July  of  the  same  yenr.   At  this 
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time,  the  companr  purchased  three  cars,  later  in  the  fall  two  more,  and  in  1880  the  sixth  one 

are  used  in  dnwing  di«  em  over  the  road,  from  the  north  nde 
of  Main  Itreet  to  the  south  side  of  Windsor  street — a  total  distance  of  9,745  feet,  or  a  little  more 
than  one  and  three-fourths  miles.  Eight  men,  including  the  superintendent  and  clerk,  are  re<;u- 
larly  employed  at  a  weekly  oompeneation  of  about  |i75.  Three  trips  are  made  ererj  fiftj 
minutes,  making  in  all  about  fifty  trips  per  day. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  P.  S.  Davidson,  President;  David  Law,  Secretary; 
G.  C.  Ilixon,  Treasurer.  It  is  currently  rumored  that  the  new  company  contemplates  extend- 
ing their  road  from  its  soothem  extremity  on  Main  street  southward  to  the  depot  of  the  Green 
Bay  Railroad.  A  new  cooipa&y  has  recently  been  formed  and  its  organisation  fully  perfected 
by  the  signing  of  articles  oi  incorporation  and  the  election  of  officers  and  directors,  as  follows ; 
James  Yuieent,  President;  Fred TiUman,  Vice  President ;  Mills Toartelotte,  Secretary ;  Joesph 
Tuteur,  Treasurer ;  Fred  Tillman,  Mens  Anderson,  Qeorge  F.  Onnd,  B.  B.  Bdwards  and  Jamss 
Vincent,  Board  of  Directors. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  ia  $25,000.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  company  to  eon- 
struct  a  road  from  the  corner  of  State  and  Second  streets,  in  front  of  the  Cameron  House,  and 
will  run  south  to  Pearl,  east  on  Pearl  to  Fourth,  south  on  Fourth  to  Cass,  east  on  Cass  to  FifUi, 
south  on  Fifth  to  Market,  then  east  again  on  Market  to  Seventh,  and  on  Seventh  to  the  Greea 
Bay  Depot.  By  the  provisions  of  ihe  charter  granted  the  La  Crosse  Street  Bailway  Company, 
they  h:ive  the  right  to  build  street  railways  in  the  city  during  twenty-five  years  succeeding  1878, 
with  the  exception  that  in  case  another  company  is  desirous  of  building  a  railway  in  the  city, 
tiie  Common  Oonndl  shall  notify  the  old  company  that  tiiej  most  bnild  the  contemplated  line  ef 
road  within  a  limited  time  fixed  by  the  Council,  or  they  will  forfeit  the  privilege  of  construction  to 
the  new  company.  The  Common  Council  have  allowed  the  old  company  until  the  1st  day  ol  Septem- 
ber to  eonstmet  the  line  of  street  nulway .  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  La  Crosse  will  haye  a  line  «f 
street  railway  to  the  Green  Bay  Railroad  Depot,  no  matter  whether  the  old  road  builds  it  or 
not.  In  case  the  old  company  takes  the  matter  in  hand,  it  will  be  an  extension  from  the  comer 
of  Main  and  Third  streets  to  the  Green  Bay  Depot.  In  case  they  refuse  to  do  so,  the  new  com- 
pany will  build  it,  so  La  Crosse  will  have  it  in  either  case. 

The  City  Street  Railway  Company  broke  ground  for  their  track  on  Second  street,  in  front 
of  the  Cameron  House,  on  Monday,  August  22,  and  pushed  the  road  forward  as  fiut  as  men 
and  energy  oonid  aeoomplish  the  work. 

CLIFFWOOD. 

The  views  from  the  bluffs  which  bend  down  over  the  city  of  La  Crosse  from  the  east  and  the 
west  have  been  the  subjects  of  eloijuent  tribute  and  poetic  rhapsody,  but  neither  periods  nor 
verses  can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  what  is  indeed  indescribable. 

Many  have  been  impressed  with  their  beauties,  and  with  the  grandeur  of  scenery  spread  out 
before  mankind  as  viewed  from  their  summits,  and  the  verdict  was  rendered  that  at  an  early  day 
in  the  hwtory  of  La  Crosse  they  shonld  be  made  available  for  purposes  of  pleasure  and  relaiatioa 
by  those  whom  succeeding  years  attracted  to  the  city. 

To  the  end  that  this  view  might  bo  conserved,  and  that  a  desire  for  the  beautifi^  in  nature 
might  he  administered  to,  Mons  Anderson  has  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  leenrs  Ae 
most  favorsble  localities  on  the  eastern  bluffs,  which,  owing  to  the  peculiarities  of  topography  and 
otlier  causes,  has  not  been  attained  without  extretne  difliculty.  This  he  ha.^  in  part  accomplished 
with  the  assistance  of  J.  W.  Losey,  G.  M.  Woodwui  il  aiul  others,  and  "  ClifTwood and  its  additions, 
most  deligbtfal  retreats  from  the  cares  of  business  and  the  heat  of  a  tropic  day,  are  the  results. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  growth  of  La  Crosse,  the  late  Gov.  Campbell  with  others  en- 
tered a  forty-acre  tract  of  land  upon  a  point  most  eligible  for  a  project  then  contemplated,  laid 
^e  same  out  in  village  lots  and  mortgaged  it  to  the  State  ss  seenrity  for  a  loan.  This  practieslly 
tookitontof  the  market. 

In  time  the  property  was  sold  under  foreclosure  proceedings  and  bid  in  by  the  State.  Sab> 
sequently  it  was  purchased  by  Stodgill  k  Daniels,  and  the  tit&  beeame  vested  in  Mons  Andsr* 
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son  for  a  valuable  consideration.  This  was  sometime  in  1878,  since  which  h»  has  beeiiaolAOiniar 
of  one  of  the  most  delightfal  plateaiu  the  eje  of  man  ever  gazed  upon. 

Prwriona  to  the  acquisition  of  this  property,  Mr.  Andormm  owned  a  lar^  treet  aovth  of  that 
purchased  by  him,  without  which  the  enterprise  could  never  have  been  realized,  and  the  crown- 
ins  cap  of  the  grand  outlook  from  the  bluffs  would  have  been  lost.  With  six  additional  pieces 
of  nna  oontiguous,  sinoe  purchased,  has  furnished  facilities  for  raral  pleasures,  drives,  etc 
These  latter  pnrehiMS  were  added,  not  alone  to  give  greater  scope  to  drives  and  kindred  amuse- 
ments, but  as  a  means  of  securing  a  certain  degree  of  priTa^y  to  thoee  who  visit  the  spot,  and 
prevent  the  encroachments  of  intruders  or  trespassers. 

Thus  much  being  accomplished,  Mr.  Anderson  secured,  by  purchase,  the  right  of  way  thence 
from  the  city,  and  began  the  work  of  rendering  the  approaches  to  this  di'lightful  spot,  three  in 
number,  and,  when  worked,  will  be  easy  of  aooeas  «id  ascent,  and  so  landscaped  as  to  furnish 
seeoei  of  beanty  and  endless  variety. 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  cited,  Mr.  Anderson  has  completed  othcra  upon  the  prem- 
iaeSi^used  the  grounds  to  be  laid  off,  trimmed  and  planted,  and  planned  drives  which  challenge 
the  admiration  of  all  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  view  their  attractions.  One  road  leads  to 
a  prominent  and  abrupt  declivity,  whence  a  vast  panorama  is  to  bo  seen.  To  the  west,  far  across 
the  bosom  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  the  bluffs  of  Minnesota  tower  up  against  the  sky  like  grim 
sentinels  guarding  the  patewav  toward  the  declining  sun,  while  the  intermediate  setting  is  nlled 
with  swelling  hilb,  majestic  slopes,  levels,  valleys,  streams  and  rivolets,  ont  of  whioh  rises  the 
qtlendid  city  in  the  pride  of  its  magnificence. 

Another  road  leads  alous  the  dividing  rid^e,  of  sufficient  width  to  allow  the  easy  roll  of  a 
esrriage  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  rods  flanked  on  dther  side  by  valleys  five  hnndrsd  ftet 
in  depth,  the  beauties  of  which  compass  all  that  is  charming  to  the  eye,  grateful  to  the  senses, 
and  pleasing  to  the  imsgination,  never  growing  tedious  or  tiresome  to  the  artist,  the  tourist  or 
the  citizen.  Mr.  Anderson  has  spent  his  time  and  large  sums  of  money  for  the  purposes  above 
mentioned  in  connection  with  "  Cliffwood,"  and  the  hope  is  indulged  that,  in  the  near  future,  the 
objects  for  which  he  has  labored  will  be  requited  unto-  him  as  also  those  who  are  soaght  to  be 
benefited. 

BIVBR  INTISB818. 

The  progress  of  steam  navigation  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  was  extremely  slow  at  first. 
From  1823  to  1844,  only  one  or  two  trips  a  year  were  made  to  Fort  Snelling,  to  carry  supplies 
to  the  troops,  and  for  the  Indian  trade,  in  1844,  the  number  of  arrivals  at  the  fort  were  forty- 
one.  From  1844  to  1847,  the  little  stsamers  Otter,  Roek  River  and  Lynx  were  the  prineipal 
boats  in  this  trade. 

In  1847,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  the  Galena  &  Minnesota  Packet  Company  was  organized 
St  Galena  by  the  following  persons,  who  beemme  the  company :    Capt.  Orrin  Smith,  Henry  Cor- 

with,  B.  H.  Campbell,  Capt.  N.  W.  Lodwick,  Capt.  R.  Blakesly,  of  Galena;  Col.  H.  T.. 
Doosman  and  B.  W.  Busbois,  Prairie  du  Chien;  Hons.  H.  U.  Sibley  and  U.  M.  Price,  St. 
Pisol. 

The  first  boat  purchased  by  this  company  was  the  Aigo,  of  only  sixty  tons  burthen,  whioh 
was  rnn  in  the  St.  Paul  trade  until  October  of  the  same  year,  when  it  ran  against  s  snag  and 
sunk  a  little  abovo  Winona. 

The  next  boat  was  the  Dr.  Franklin,  purchased  in  the  wintw  of  1847-48  for  $13,500,  and 
put  into  the  trade  in  tfie  spring  of  1848.  hi  1841I.  the  Senator  was  addfd  to  the  line,  but  in 
the  fall  was  sold,  and  replaced  by  the  Nominee,  which  was  run  by  Capt.  O.  Smith,  the  late 
iMdant  of  tiie  oompany.  It  was  not  run  as  a  Sunday  boat.  At  12  o'eloek  Saturday  night, 
Ospt.  Smith  would  tie  up  his  bo.it  to  an  island  or  whatever  place  ho  wjis  near,  and  remain  until 
12  o'clock  Sunday  night.  When  the  boat  stopped  at  a  little  village,  the  Captain  would  invite 
sny  elefigynum  that  might  be  found  to  preaeh  on  the  Sabbath  on  the  boat  Rev.  Chester,  (tf 
the  MethodisI  (AorehyOnoe  enjoyed  the  Captain's  hospitality  at  La  Crosse,  in  the  fall  of  1851, 
and  held  morning  service.   The  Nominee,  however,  suffered  the  fate  of  its  more  nnohristian 
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brotherg,  md  was  8nigg»d  Mid  sunk  in  the  iUl  of  1854,  tovtj  miles  bdov  La  Cras^  at  Good 

Slooffh. 

The  Ben  Campbell  waa  built  in  the  winter  of  1851—52,  and  put  in  the  trade  in  the  spring, 
Init  drew  too  much  water,  and  was  lold  in  the  fall  of  1852.  During  that  season,  an  oppositiatt 
boat  called  the  West  Newton  was  put  into  the  trade  from  Galena^to  St.  Paul,  by  the  Harrises, 
of  Galena,  and  run  against  the  Nominee.  The  West  Newton  was  a  gallant  little  boat,  and 
tlNMit  an  equal  match  mr  the  Nominee.  During  this  opposition,  on  tiie  10th  of  May,  1852,  die 
Nominee,  Capt.  Smith,  prepared  for  a  trcv  to  St.  Paul,  and  although  the  West  Newton  did  not 
run,  yet  Capt.  Smith  run  on  time,  and  made  the  trip  to  St.  Paul  and  back  to  Galena  in  two 
days,  seven  hours  and  forty-nine  minutes,  a  round  trip  of  682  miles.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
Ihe  Harrises  were  permitted  to  join  the  Galena  Company,  and  their  boat  afterward  run  in  the  line. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  the  War  Eagle,  Grande  ^falo,  Galena  and  Royal  Arch  were  ail  le^i 
to  the  line,  and  in  1855,  the  Golden  Era,  Alhambra,  Lady  Franklin  and  City  Bell  were  added. 

In  June,  1856,  the  opening  of  the  Galena  k  Chicago  Union  Railroad  gave  a  great  impetm 
to  the  bosineas,  and  the  packet  company  added  to  their  line  of  boats  the  Northern  Bell,  Ocean 
Wave,  Granite  State,  Greek  Slave  and  Black  Hawk.  Several  boats  besides  the  Nominee  were 
sunk  during  this  time,  namely:  West  Newton  in  the  fall  of  1853,  near  Alma;  Dr.  Franklin, 
No.  2,  seven  miles  above  Dubuqne,  by  colliding  with  the  Galena  in  Jnne,  1854.  Owing  to  sons 
misunderstanding,  the  Galena  became  embrniled  with  the  raftsmen,  and  a  little  war  was  inaug- 
urated which  continued  during  two  seasons,  that  of  1858  and  1859.  The  steamer  was  provided 
with  a  piece  of  artillery  for  emergencies,  and  when  it  could  do  so  without  injury  to  hersm^  woald 
break  up  a  raft.    In  1860,  she  came  to  her  end  by  being  burned. 

Trade  fell  off  considerably  in  1858,  and  subsequently,  but,  in  1861,  the  packet  companv 
increased  its  number  of  incorporators  to  about  one  hundred,  and  its  capital  to  ^00,000,  and  rau 
the  following  boats  in  the  upper  trade : 

W^ar  Eagle,  Alhambra,  City  Bell,  Fanny  Harris,  Northern  Light,  Key  City,  North-TTi 
Bell,  Golden  Era,  Ocean  Wave,  Flora,  Grej  Eagle,  Milwaukee,  Itasca.  Some  of  these  boats 
were  of  the  first-dass,  and  might  well  have  been  called  "  floating  palaces." 

The  Milwaukee  cost  the  oompany  989,000;  Gray  Bagle^  ^lOOO;  and  the  Key  Oity  and 

the  Northern  Light  about  the  same. 

The  Key  City  was  built  at  Cincinnati  in  1857,  was  250  feet  long,  35  feet  wide,  360  tons 
barthen,  fifty-one  statO'rooms,  and  four  high-pressare  boilers  17  ftst  long,  38  inches  in  diameter, 
and  have  been  subject  to  a  pressure  of  200  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  The  War  Eagle  and 
Galena  were  of  a  smaller  class  of  boats,  the  former  being  but  296  tons  barthen,  with  fwtr-six 
state-rooms  and  tiiree  high-pressure  boilers  14  htit  long  each.  It  is  219  fiset  long,  and  89  lest 
wide,  and  was  built  at  Cincinnati  in  the  winter  oS  1853-54.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  the 
Northern  Light,  Grey  Eagle.  Milwaukee  and  Tta.sca  were  put  into  the  trade  of  the  Upper  Mtt- 
sissippi.  These  were  all  bide-whcelers,  and  the  finest  boaUi  ever  seen  on  the  river,  being  gotten 
up  in  the  most  luxurious  style  Mid  with  special  regard  to  speed. 

The  Galena  Packet  Company  finally  reorganized  in  February,  1864,  under  the  laws  of  tbe 
State  of  Iowa,  with  a  cash  capital  of  ^^00,000,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Northwestern  Packet 
Oompany,"  with  general  powers  to  nn  steamers,  and  do  »  passenger  and  freieht  bosiness  betweeu 
Dubuque  and  St.  Paul.  The  company  wa.s  bound  by  contract  with  the  lluwwdcee  k  Prairie 
du  Cliion  Railroad  Company  to  oarry  freight  and  passengers  for  that  company  between  the  latter 

place  and  St.  Paul. 

In  the  fiill  of  1865,  the  Northwestern  Company  were  running  the  following  steamers  in  the 

trade:  Milwaukee,  Itaska,  Northern  Light,  Key  City,  War  Eagle,  all  fir«t-cla?«i  pa.ssen.'-^" 
steamers.  They  also  run  three  light-drsit  boats  for  low  water,  and  their  additional  steamers  for 
freight  and  towing  barges. 

The  officers  of  the  new  company  for  1865  were:  John  Lawler,  President;  George  A. 
Blanchard,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  W^illiam  E.  Wellington,  Superintendent.  The  centisl 
otlice  was  located  at  Dubuque,  where  the  two  latter  gentlemen  resided. 
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Oa  the  Ist  day  of  October,  1858,  the  La  Crosse  k  MSlwankee  Railroad  was  completed  and 
opened  tbroag^li  to  the  Mississippi  at  Lft  Orasee,  and  mneh  of  the  business  of  the  boats  passed 
orer  this  road. 

In  1860,  an  independent,  or  opposition  line,  called  the  White  Collar  Line,  was  ran 
from  La  Crosse  to  St.  Paul  by  Mr.  Davidson  and  others,  which  the  Galena  Packet  Com- 

J)any  made  a  spirited  but  unsuccessfill  effort  to  run  off ;  failing  in  this,  they  compromised  bj 
bnning,  with  Davidson  and  otheryi,  a  corabiiuitioii,  on  the  ITth  of  August,  18G1. 

Id  1863,  the  La  Crosse  k  St.  Paul  Line  ran,  in  connection  with  the  La  Crosse  &  Milwaukee 
Railroad,  the  following  boats;  MoLillan,  Keokak,  Northern  Bell,  Frank  Steele,  Clara  Hine, 

G.  H.  Wiknn,  .Eolian. 

The  combination  of  the  steamboat  interest  provine  unsatisfactory,  the  new  Korthwesten 
Packet  Company  and  tiie  La  Crosse  Line,  generally  called  **  DaTidton'sLine,"  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1866,  consolidated  into  a  new  company,  under  the  general  laws  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  at  Dubuque, 
and  organized  a  company,  which  they  called  the  "  Northwestern  Union  Packet  Comp;iny/'  and 
elected  the  following  officers:  William  F.  Davidson,  of  St.  Paul,  President;  John  Lawler,  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  General  Manager ;  George  A.  Blanchard,  of  Dabuqae,  Secretary ;  William 
Bhodes,  of  St.  Paul  Treasurer,  and  William  £.  Wellington,  of  Daboqne,  and  P.  8.  Davidson, 
of  La  Crosse,  Superintendents. 

For  the  abore  aeenrate  and  rery  eompleto  history  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  steamboat  inter- 
ests, we  are  indebted  to  the  able  work  of  Judge  Gale,  entitled  "  Upper  Mississippi."  Additional 

Ktrticulars,  added  below,  were  given  from  memory  by  McDonald,  of  the  firm  of  McDonald 
ros. : 

The  Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  ran  the  following  steamers  from  that 
point  to  St.  Paul,  between  ltS55  and  1870:  W.  L.  Ewing,  Excelsior,  Savannah,  Hawkeye, 
Korthemer,  Burlington,  lied  Wing,  Muscatine,  Minneapolis,  Rock  Island  and  Clinton.  These 
were  mostly  sid^wheelers. 

Tn  1803,  a  new  sphere  of  usefulness  was  opened  for  steamers  by  their  employment  as 
tow-boats.  The  first  one  so  employed  was  in  all  probability  the  St.  Anthony  Falls,  which  was 
boilt  expressly  for  that  purpose.  At  first  very  small  side-wheelers  were  need.  The  first  large 
boat  used  was  a  atern-wheeler  called  the  Gray  Eagle,  built  in  1864.  Capt.  Robert  Dodds,  of  St. 
Louis,  commanding.  She  was  overturned  near  St.  Louis,  in  1866,  where  her  hull  is  yet  to  be 
seen.  The  busineds  of  towing  rafts  by  steamers  has  increased  immensely,  not  less  than  eighty 
boats  now  being  emjdoyed.  These  are  invariably  stern- wheelers  of  from  150  to  400  horso-power, 
nsnally  manned  by  a  crew  of  twenty  men.  These  boats  make  their  trips  from  St.  Paul  from  ♦ 
the  St.  Croix  River  at  Stillwater  ;  Chippewa  River,  at  Reed's  Lantling,  and  Beef  Slough  ;  Green 
Bay  Railroad  Station  at  Eastman,  Black  River,  at  La  Crosse  and  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin. 
From  these  points  rafts  are  taken  in  tow  to  all  places  of  do-^ti nation  below,  seldom  farther  than 
St.  Louis.  Extra  boats  are  sometimes  brought  into  requisition  to  assist  in  taking  rafts  across 
tte  upper  and  lower  rapids.  The  former  of  these  extends  from  Le  Clair  to  Rock  Island,  are 
eighteen  miles  long,  and  have  a  fall  of  twenty-seven  feet.  The  lower  rapids  are  twelve  mile-s  in 
length,  and  extend  from  Montrose  to  Keokuk,  and  have  a  Ml  of  eighteen  feet.  The  trip  from 
8t  Ptal  to  St.  Louis  will  vary  all  the  way  from  twelve  to  thirty  days,  owing  to  the  stage  of 
water,  fiur  or  foul  weather,  etc.  The  rafts,  of  coarse,  vary  in  size.  It  is  not  unusual  to  see 
one  of  550  feet  in  length  and  240  in  width.  In  measurement,  they  will  vary  from  500,000  to 
2,000,000  feet  in  the  log,  and  of  sawed  lumber  from  1,600,000  to  3,000,000  feet.  They  are 
ordinarily  made  in  two  eeetioos,  for  division  when  passing  bridges  or  in  mdcing  the  passage  over 
shallow  water  In  rounding  a  sharp  bend,  it  is  necessary  to  check  the  momentum  of  the  raft 
by  reversing  the  wheel  of  tlie  steamer,  which  permits  the  water  to  swing  the  raft  into  the  main 
curent.  The  pilots  attain  to  so  great  a  degree  of  skill,  that  Mr.  McDonald's  statement  of  their 
being  able  to  make  a  landing  without  crusliinir  ;ia  egg-shell  hardly  seems  an  exatri^eration.  Tn 
found  numbers,  it  is  estimated  that  1,000,000,000  feet  are  floated  to  market  yearly  over  this 
great  watory  highway. 
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The  connection  of  Capt.  Daridaon  with  ateamboat  interests  besan  in  1856,  dariDg  which 
year  he  was  msta  on  tlie  ateni-iHiedaleMner,  Jaoob  Traber,  which  had  his  brother  for  a  Captain, 

a  post  to  which  he  succeeded  in  the  following  year.  Daring  this  season,  the  side-wheel  steamer, 
Frank  Steele,  was  added,  which  was  ran  as  a  packet  on  the  Minnesota  River.  In  1858.  the 
Favorite  waa  added  to  that  trade,  and  the  /Eolian  for  the  Mississippi  River.  Three  steamers 
were  added  in  1859,  viz. :  Moee  MoLillan,  G.  H.  Weltier  and  Winona.  In  tho  iUl  of  1861 
or  1862,  the  La  Crosse  &  Minnesota  i^tcara  Packet  Company  was  formed.  It  was  incorporated 
under  the  general  laws  of  Wisconsin,  and  had  a  capital  of  $80,000.  It  employed  four  b(wts, 
the  Northern  Belle,  Eeoknk,  HeLiHan  and  Frank  Steele.  It  ran  its  steamera  mm  La  Crosee 
to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  and  had  an  ezutonee  of  from  three  to  fbnr  years.  It  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Northwestern  Union  Packet  Company,  which  was  incorponited  under  the  law?  of 
Iowa,  and  had  a  capital  of  $1,500,000.  It  had  thirty  steamers,  and  probably  forty  barges.  It 
ran  its  boats  from  St.  Lonia  to  all  points  abovo.  It  began  its  career  in  1868,  and  hdd  togeUier 
till  1878.  This  was  an  era  in  steamboat  enterprises,  when  larf^e  wa;:;c3  were  realized,  and  many 
ventares  made.  In  1873,  the  great  depression  in  business  was  felt  very  seriously  in  all  river 
interests,  and  many  steamer  lines  were  involved  in  the  general  wreck.  In  this  year,  a  new  com- 
pany, the  Keokuk  and  Northern  Line,  was  built  up  on  the  ruins  of  tline  other  companies,  vii.; 
Northwestern  Union,  Keokuk  and  Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  The  shrinkage  in  value 
was  upward  of  $2,000,000.  The  new  company  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Missouri, 
and  had  a  capital  of  $700,000.  It  ran  its  steamera,  of  which  it  had  from  thirty  to  fiatj,  from 
St.  Louis  to  all  points  above.  It  existed  till  about  the  vear  1880,  and  went  to  piece?  through  an 
expensive,  long-continued  litigation  with  individuals.  Within  the  present  year,  a  new  company 
has  been  incorporated  nnder  tho  laws  of  Wisconsin  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  known  a<!  the 
St.  Louis  k  St.  Paul  Passenger  and  Freight  Line.  It  employs  about  eighteen  steamers  and 
forty  barges.  It  also  does  a  towing  business.  This  feature  of  river  interests  began  in  1863, 
and  was  at  first  wholly,  and  to  a  large  extent^  an  individual  enterprise— raft-boats  being 
entirelv  so. 

The  St.  Louis  &  St.  Paul  Passenger  and  Freight  Lino  was  established  in  1881.  Upon  it* 
organization  P.  S.  Davidson  was  made  President  and  Treasurer  ;  L.  Holmes,  Secretary  ;  W.  F. 
Davidson,  General  Manager ;  P.  S.  Davidson,  L.  Holmes  and  S.  F.  Clinton,  Directors.  Their 
office  and  headquarters  were  located  at  La  Crosse.  In  May  they  purchased  three  boats,  the 
Grand  Pacific,  White  Eagle,  and  Maggie  Reany.  at  a  total  cost  of  8.')0,000.  The 
balance  of  the  boats,  constituting  the  line,  six  in  number,  representing  a  total  valuatioo  of 
$100,000,  were  put  in  by  P.  S.  DaTidson.  Trips  are  made  tri-weekly  tnm  St.  Pknl  to  St 
Louis.  On  each  boat  about  sixty  hands  are  employed,  making  the  total  number  employeil  on 
the  nine  boats  about  550,  at  a  weekly  compensation  of  $42,000.  The  boats  are  all  stem-wheel- 
ers, and  in  eiorilent  condition.    The  total  valuation  of  the  enterprise  is  $250,000. 

The  Diamond  Jo  Line — Was  established  in  1867,  by  Joseph  Reynolds,  of  McGregor,  Iowa, 
and  has  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  correspondingly  influential  corporations  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  and  freight  between  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paal.  From  the  first  La  Crosse 
lias  been  a  prominent  point  on  its  ronte,  and  the  oflloo  looated  herebas  been  of  long  standing 
and  proportionate  profit. 

The  line  at  present  is  composed  of  Mary  Morton,  Libbie  Conger,  Josephine,  Josie,  Dia- 
mond Jo  and  Imperial,  representing  a  total  valuation  of  about  $120,(^0 ;  together  with  between 
tiiirtj  or  fbrty  barges,  valued  at  $20,000 ;  wharf  boats  and  paraphernalia,  i^o  a  boatjard  and 
marine  ways,  located  at  Eagle  Point,  near  Dnbnqne,  and  valned  in  Che  agnenta  at 
$1,400,000. 

Three  boats  pass  La  Ormn  each  way  weekly,  and  the  interests  of  the  corporation  are  looked 
after  by  ^TcDonald.  Brothers  k  Co. 

La  Cro86e  and  La  Oretcetit  Ferry. — The  first  ferry  between  La  Crosse  and  La  Crescent 
was  established  by  a  Mr.  Bates,  in  1854.  The  name  of  the  ferry  boat  was  Wild  Cate,  and  a 
arale  fnmidied  the  motive  power.   In  1855,  the  steam  ferry  waa  eitabliib«d,  when  tiia  snstt 
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Bteun  ferrr-boftt  Honey^eye  took  the  place  of  the  Wild  Gate.  This  boat  was  also  owned  and  ope- 
rated by  Mr.  Bates.  In  the  fall  of  1855  or  1856,  Thomas  McRoberta  purchased  the  ferrying  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Bates,  and  in  185G  purchased  a  ferry-boat  at  PittsburgJi,  called  the  Ilonaeye,  which 
ran  until  early  in  the  spring  of  18o7,  when  it  was  cut  down  at  the  La  Crosse  landing  by  the  ice, 
and  Slink,  and  was  never  rused.  The  steam  ferry-boat  Geo.  Gale  was  then  chartered,  and  mn 
a  greater  part  of  the  season  of  1857.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  McRoberts  had  the  steiim  ferry- 
boat Thomas  McRoberts  built,  at  New  Albanr,  Ind.,  which  relieved  the  Geo.  Gale  in  the  fall  of 
1857.  The  Thomas  McRoberts  ran  until  1878,  when  the  present  boat,  the  Warsaw,  took  her 
place.  The  machinery  of  the  Thomas  McRoberts  is  now  lying  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  near 
the  La  Crescent  landing,  and  the  boat  herself  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  near  the  same  place. 
The  Warsaw  was  hnilt  at  Madison,  Ind.,  in  1871.  As  they  were  crossing  in  March  23,  1880, 
and  when  near  the  middle  of  the  river,  the  boat  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  She  was  run  to 
the  shore  of  an  island  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  all  on  board  were  saved.  The  Silver  Lake, 
with  a  barge,  ran  as  a  ferry  while  the  Warsaw  was  being  repaired  at  the  boat-yard  of  P.  S. 
Davidson,  in  La  Croese.  In  fifly  days  from  the  date  of  burning,  the  Warsaw  again  took  her 
place  and  is  still  rvnning  under  the  management  of  Gapt.  Day,  a  much  better  boat  than  she  was 
before  burning. 

THK  LUMBBft  UiT«KB8TB. 

There  is  no  city  in  the  State  that  is  more  interested  in  the  lumber  business  than  La  Crosse. 
The  pine  timber  regions  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  lie  north  of  it,and  are  in  a  measure  trib- 
utary, since  all  the  logs  and  lumber  rafted  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  St.  Croix,  Chippewa  and 
BhMUt  Rivers  most  neoessarily  pass  it  white  en  route  to  down-river  poinls.  Many  leading  lum- 
bermen hnve  settled  here,  and  given  the  city  standing  and  reputation,  a.s  a  lumber  center,  of 
unrivaled  importance.  The  majority  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  La  Crosse  are  engaged  in  the 
lumber  trade.  Thdr  residences  are  among  the  finest  in  tiie  city,  and  they  show  a  commendable 
disposition  to  give  their  time,  useful  labor  and  their  capital  to  intelligent  enterprise,  unlike  the 
majority  of  moneyed  men  in  the  East.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  large-hearted  and  public- 
spirited  men,  and  whatever  conduces  to  their  interest  contributes  also  to  the  welfare  of  the  city. 
They  have  settled  here  to  stay, ;  have  become  thoroughly  identified  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city,  and  are  combining  their  operations  and  working  to  make  this  the  distributing 
point  of  lumber  for  an  area  stretching  ofi'in  difierent  directions  for  hundreds  of  miles.  Already 
La  Croflse  has  made  a  name  for  itself  not  only  in  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  but  also  in  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Nebraska,  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  It  is  everywhere  regarded  as  fir.-t-cla.^-^,  and  the  ready 
market  it  meets  with  proves  that  it  has  no  superior  in  popular  favor,  and  the  demand  for  it  is 
bound  to  grow.  The  sales  of  the  past  are  scaroely  a  tinrd  of  what  the  sales  of  the  future  may 
beeome,  providing  the  supply  can  equal  the  demand.  When  we  remember  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  timber-land,  and,  consequently,  no  lumber,  except  such  as  is  imported,  in  Southern  and 
Western  Minnesota,  Western  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Kansas,  Colorado, 
etc.,  we  can  surmise  what  a  vast  area — what  an  inexhaustible  market— will  open  up  lo  the  lum* 
bering  interests  of  this  vicinity  as  railroads  are  built,  population  increases,  and  towns  spring  up 
throughout  that  region.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  timber  in  all  parts  of  that  vast  area,  no 
lumbw  ean  be  had  snort  of  exorbitant  and  virtually  prohibitory  ratea,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  farms  remain  unfenccd,  little  or  no  wood  can  be  obtained  for  fuel,  and  coal,  costing  in  that 
vicinity  an  enormous  price,  is  aenerally  substituted.  So  pleased  would  the  people  be  to  have 
even  pine  wood,  that  they  would  not  hesitate  to  pay  ^  or  $5  per  oord  for  su^  slabs  as  can  be 
had  here  at  from  50  cents  up. 

These  facts  sufficiently  demonstrate  what  a  great  market  is  opening  up  to  the  west  of  here, 
and  bow  important  it  is  to  push  forward  to  completion  railroad  enterprises  that  will  give  full 
control  of  it.  In  this  behalf,  too,  the  lumbermen  are  manifesting  commendable  seal,  and  they 
deserve  well  of  the  community,  and  are  heartily  thankeil  in  proportion  as  they  make  any  «tib- 
•tantial  progress  in  the  matter.  These  points  show  of  what  great  importance  the  lumber  business 
iito  La  Gvoase.   Gomparativcily  it  stands  in  tiie  relation  otmines  to  San  Firaneiaoo;  oommeroe 
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to  New  Toil: ;  mftnafmetares  to  Boston ;  iron  to  Pittsburgh ;  cotton  and  gugsr  to  New  Orleans ; 

whisky  to  Louisville  and  Cincinnati ;  agriculture  and  railroads  to  Chicago  and  beer  to  Milwaukee. 
The  motives  actuatiD|^  us  to  define  this  industry  are  three-fold;  first,  because  it  ia  by  all  means 
the  largest  and  most  importMit  indastrjr  in  this  teotion  of  the  country ;  second,  to  show  to  the 
people  of  La  Crosse  ths  magnitude  and  importance  to  which  these  industries  have  grown  ;  third, 
to  let  the  world  abroad  know  how  important  ia  the  city  of  La  Croase  in  a  manufacturing  point 
of  view;  the  great  vitality  it  possesaea,  and  the  bright  future  its  manifold  advantages  bespeak 
for  it.  We  thus  aim  to  give  confidence  to  those  who  have  such  interests  here ;  pleasure  to  such 
as  were  here  of  old,  and  remember  the  men  and  things  of  the  past,  and  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  with 
a  disposition  to  settle  here  to  those  who  contemplate  removal  from  elsewhere,  whether  to  engage 
in  manafaoturing,  oommereial,  professional  or  any  other  business. 

Aa  the  center  and  pivot  of  the  extensive  timber  and  lumber  operations,  that  tran^f'^rm  trep< 
into  bttildinss  and  fences,  La  Crosse  uses,  manufactures,  distributes  and  exports  over  two  hundred 
«nd  fiftj  nmlioB  feet  of  pine  anntMlty ;  tbt  it  must  be  remembered  that  Msides  the  timber  from 
the  Black  Bhrtx  and  its  tributaries,  as  well  as  that  from  the  Chippewa  and  its  tributaries,  are 
received  and  shipped  considerable  quantities  of  lumber  from  the  pine  districts  east  of  the  Blsck 
and  Chippewa  Valleys,  which  reaches  La  Crosse  for  distribution  as  the  most  convenient  distribntiDg 
point  on  the  Mississippi  River.  With  two  exceptions,  more  lumber  is  manafiMStored  at  La  Crosse 
than  at  any  other  point  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tributaries ;  and,  in  computing  the  value 
of  this  industry,  account  must  be  taken  of  several  firms  having  headquarters  here,  but  uwniog 
mills  elsewhere ;  of  loggers,  who  do  not  manafiwture ;  of  the  firms  engaged  in  rafting  and  towmg. 
and  of  the  rcmtmerativc  employment  ibmished  to  a  luge  nnmber  of  men  in  booming,  dririog 
and  various  other  ways. 

To  show  to  the  outside  world  the  importuioe  <^  L»  Orosse  as  a  lumbering  center,  we  wUI 
pive  some  interesting  facts  relative  to  this  ladnetiy  and  the  noted  saw-nulla  of  ttie  rioinity,  deal* 
ing  with  them  in  strict  impartiality. 

The  first  lumbermen  in  this  vicinity  were  the  Mormons,  who  cut  logs  for  their  dwellings, 
etc.,  at  Nauvoo,  an<l  persons  from  different  localities,  mostly  Illinois,  who  were  engaged  in  this 
industry  here  for  a  short  time.  In  the  summer  of  1852,  George  Farnani  established  a  lumber- 
yard in  La  Crosse,  obtaining  moat  of  his  stock  from  the  Chippewa  River.  His  first  raft,  con- 
taining about  200,000  feet,  he  purebtted  from  one  Gilbert,  and  was  rafted  down  to  La  Orosse  by 
a  half-breed  Indian.  In  the  following  winter,  Mr.  Furnam  and  Samuel  Weston  engaged  in 
logging  on  the  Black  River.  The  3,000,000  feet  of  logs  cut  by  Mr.  Weston  were  rafted  to 
down-nver  points,  while  part  of  the  2,000,000  feet  cut  by  Mr.  Farnam  supplied  the  eaw-miD  of 
Kichols  &  Tompkins,  at  Onalaska.  \vlii(  h  had  that  winter  been  erected,  the  remainder  being  also 
rafte<l  to  down-river  points.  Among  the  other  curly  lumbermen  may  be  mentioned  Timothy  Bums, 
F.  M.  Rublee,  S.  T.  Smith,  John  S.  Simonton,  W.  W.  Crosby  and  Messrs.  Gregory  i  Dyer. 
In  1853  or  1854,  the  Black  River  Booming  &  Log>Driving  Company  was  organized,  and  the 
first  boom  built  on  Black  River  in  La  Crosse  County,  at  Onalaska,  wae  by  W.  W.  Croeby  ia 
1855. 

This  booming  and  log*driviiig  company  finally,  in  1864,  were  incorporated  as  the  Bh^ 

River  Improvement  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  Tliey  now  have  improvement? 
extending  fifty  miles  up  the  Black  River.  The  shipments  from  the  Black  River  each  year  since 
1867,  in  feet,  are  as  follows:  1867,  88,6.32,300  feet ;  1863,  57,376,360  feet ;  1869,160,573,890 
feet;  1870,  170,920,870  feet;  1871,  127,055,590  feet;  1872,  125,766,190  feet;  1873.  195,- 
878,830  feet;  1874,  188,907,320  feet;  1875,  188.344,640  feet;  1876.  r.i7,l03,820  feel: 
1877,  86,434,260  feet;  1878,  112,232,880  feet;  1879,  151,848,290  feet;  1880,  210,902,500 
fiwt.    For  the  decade  including  1880,  the  total  shipment  fboto  up  1,583,974,420  feet. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  give  a  short  historical  sketch  of  the 
struggles,  reverses  and  successes  of  those  who  first  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Ls 
Oroese,  before  entering  upon  a  description  of  the  present  vast  lumbering  eetablMhmenls.  The 
first  saw-mill  erected  in  La  Croiie  was  called  tihe  iia  Groeie  Lumbw  Omnpany'a  Hill,  and  wm 
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bailt  by  Timothy  Burns.  F.  M.  Rublee,  John  S.  Simonton  and  S.  T.  Smith,  in  1852.  It  was 
located  where  the  lofty  brick  chimney  stood  as  a  landmark  for  so  many  years,  and  which  was 
torn  down,  a  few  years  ago,  to  give  place  to  the  tannery  of  Davis,  Medary  k  Platz.  The  mill 
was  started  late  in  the  fall  of  1852,  and  ran  only  a  short  time,  when  the  river  closed.  In  1853, 
the  mill  did  a  thriving  business,  cutting  about  30.000  feet  per  day.  With  the  exooption  of 
100,000  feet,  all  the  lumber  cut  this  season  was  readily  sold  in  La  Crosse. 

In  October,  1853,  the  firm  loet  one  of  its  members  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Bums,  and  about 
the  latter  part  of  November  of  the  same  year  Messrs.  Simonton  and  Smith  soM  their  interests  to 
Messrs.  Gregory  and  Dyer.  The  mill  was  enlarged  by  these  gentlemen  by  the  addition  of  ma- 
chinery by  which  they  mannfiujtared  bran,  flour,  eom>meal,  etc.  The  number  of  employes  was 
about  thirty,  and  the  average  wages  paid  about  $1  per  day.  From  1853,  the  mill  continued  to 
ran  without  any  noticeable  change  until  1856  or  1857}  when  it  burned  down  and  was  not  re- 
built. 

The  second  saw-mill  established  in  the  city  was  erected  in  1856  by  Sherman  &  Griswold, 
and  was  located  on  the  flat  below  the  city,  a  little  west  of  wiicrc  the  Northwestern  &  Green  Bay 
Bailroad  depot  now  stands.  The  mill  bad  a  cutting  capacity  of  from  20,000  to  25,000  feet  per 
day.  Shortly  after  the  mill  began  operations,  a  Mr.  Steele,  of  Wankegan,  III.,  was  taken  in 
as  a  partner  in  the  business,  and  in  1857,  a  Mr.  Marsh  joined  the  firm.  In  the  fall  of  1857, 
partnership  was  dissolved,  and  the  business  discontinued. 

Another  mill  was  erected  by  Messrs.  Denton  k  Hurd  in  1856,  and  began  operations  in  the 
spring  of  1857.  It  had  a  capacity  of  from  20,000  to  25,000  feet  per  day.  During  the  season 
of  1857,  Jacob  Spaulding  secured  un  interest  in  the  mill.  It  was  not  until  1858  wiien  business 
was  discontinued,  C.  L.  Golman  purchasing  the  machinery. 

The  first  mill  erected  in  the  Fifth  Ward  (formerly  Nnrth  La  Crosse)  was  built  by  R.  E. 
Gillctt  in  the  spring  of  185tj.  It  had  a  cutting  capacity  of  about  10,0(1(1  feet  per  day.  and  wag 
operated  about  four  years,  but  Mr.  Gillott  was  not  very  foni  of  competition,  and  having  decided 
hop«s  that  die  rulroad  would  make  Tomak  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  and  lliat  nel|^- 
boring  towns  springing  up  wonld  aflord  him  a  greater  maiket  for  his  lumbw,  he  moved  there, 
takine  his  mill  with  him. 

The  second  mill  was  bnilt  by  Orosbv,  Hansoome  k  Co.,  in  which  was  also  erected  m  the 
spring  of  185G,  and  its  capacity  was  12,000  feet  per  day.  It  employed  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
hands,  and  all  the  lumber  cut  was  rafted  to  down-river  points.  It  ran  with  reasonable  regu* 
larity  until  September,  1863,  when  it  accidentally  took  fire  and  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

Shepherd  &  Valentine  built  the  third  mill,  in  the  spring  of  1856  also.  This  mill  had  a 
cap^oity  of  15.000  feet  per  day,  and  employed  about  twenty  men,  to  whom  the  average  wages 
paid  were  $1.25  per  day. 

The  fourth  mill  was  erected  by  Sill,  Loomis  ft  Root,  in  the  same  stirring,  enterprising 
period  rofcrroil  tn  in  the  preceding  instances,  the  spring  of  185(5.  It  was  started  up  in  April, 
and  ran  seven  months.  Its  capacity  was  15,000  feet  per  day,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  men  were 
employed,  receiving  as  wages  an  average  of  31-^0  per  day.  The  lumber  was  sll  rafted  down 
the  Mississippi  to  Sabuln. 

Buttrick  Brothers  built  the  fifth  mill  in  1857,  near  where  the  Washburn  Mill  now  stands, 
bhad  a  capacity  from  12,000  to  15,000  feet  per  day.  It  ran  until  the  fall  of  1858,  when  it 
burned  down. 

With  this  short  notice  of  the  mills  erected  here  in  the  early  days  of  La  Crosse,  Me  will 
endeavor  to  give  an  idea  of  the  vastncss  and  importance  of  the  great  mills  now  in  operation 
which  for  sise,  capacity  and  general  ezcdlenoe  can  hardly  be  excc^ed. 

SAW-MlLl.e:. 

C.  L.  Caiman's  Mill. — Peter  Cameron  erected  a  saw-mill  where  Mr.  Colraan's  now  stands, 
in  1854,  but  did  not  fit  it  up  with  machinery.  In  the  spring  following,  the  mill  was  purchased 
by  Messrs.  Goldthwait  ft  Brown,  who  put  in  machinery  and  commenced  operations  with  a  car 
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paJty  of  5,000  to  7,000  feet  of  lumber  per  daj,  which  was  then  retailed  at  ^7  per  thou- 
nod. 

The  mill  was  run  by  these  gentlemen  only  a  few  years,  when  they  discontinued  business. 
Mr.  Coiman  erected  »  shiogle-mill,  in  1854,  about  forty  rods  south  of  the  present  location  of 
hii  Mw-nill. 

For  two  years  a  horse  furnished  the  motive  power,  and  the  oapMttj  was  from  12,000 
to  14,000  shingles  per  day.  In  IH.'ttj,  an  engine  was  added  to  the  mill,  and  its  capMity  in- 
creased to  60,000  shingles  per  day,  the  price  of  which  was  then  $5  per  thousand. 

Ill  1862,  Mr.  Coiman  bought  the  machinery  of  the  Denton  k  Hurd  mill,  which  increased 
the  capacity  to  350,000  shingles  per  day.  The  milf  ran  from  that  time  until  1868,  when  it 
burned  down,  and  was  never  rebuilt.  In  1866,  he  purchased  bia  present  site,  together  with  the 
oW  Ooldthwait  k  Brown  mill,  reSttnug  this  so  diat  it  had  a  catting  capacity  of  80,000  feet  per 
day.  The  lumber  then  sold  fi^r  per  thousand.  In  1869,  the  boilers  of  his  old  shingle-mill 
were  added,  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  saw-mill  to  50,000  ftet  per  day.  The  number  of 
hands  employed  at  tout  time  was  about  Berantj,  at  an  aTwage  daily  oompenaatioD  of  91.75. 
This  mill  burned  down  in  August,  1875,  batwnn  characteristic  energy  and  determination,  Mr. 
Coiman  at  once  began  the  erection  of  his  present  colossal  structure,  in  October,  which  was 
completed  and  put  into  operation  iu  the  following  spring,  and  has  run  until  the  present  time 
without  any  mishap  worthy  of  notice.  The  oapaeitj  of  the  mill  is  25,000,000  feet  per  year. 
Everythinr^  in  and  about  it  is  arranged  in  the  most  complete  and  convenient  manner.  The 
main  building  is  60x227,  two  stories  high  ;  the  ahingle-mill  addition,  36x36  feet,  also  two  stories 
high ;  engine  and  boiler  house,  44x80  feet.  The  raaohinery  is  driven  by  one  SOO-horse  power 
engine,  steam  being  furnished  by  six  boilers  twenty-four  feet  long.  The  machinery  consists  of 
two  double  rotaries,  with  Prescott's  steam  feed ;  two  gauges,  one  of  fifty-four-inch,  and  the  other 
thlrtj-six-inch  gate ;  three  gang  e<lgers ;  three  trimmers  and  a  twelve-btoel;  shingle  machine. 
The  planing-min  is  53x110  net,  two  st  i  l^  liii^h,  with  a  brick  and  iron  en^ne and  boiler  house, 
24x70  feet.  The  machinery  in  this  buildin;^  is  driven  by  one  forty-horse  power  engine,  and 
consists  of  a  surfacer,  matcher,  molding  machine,  re-sawing  machine,  table-saw,  jis-saw,  etc. 
The  saw-mill  was  built  at  an  original  cost  of  979,000,  and  theplaning^nill  at  a  coat  of 916,000, 
legprdless,  in  each  instance,  of  the  lots. 

The  buildings  and  lots  occupy  now  an  area  of  thirty-one  lots.  In  and  about  the  mills  are 
employed  about  180  men,  including  a  number  of  boys  and  girls,  who  are  employed  in  packing 
shingles.  Tho  stock  which  supplies  the  mill  comes  from  both  the  Black  and  Gbippcwa  Rivers, 
and  the  average  amount  of  lumber  on  band  amounts  to  10,000,000  feet. 

The  gpoial  and  enterprising  proprietor  of  this  mill,  C.  L.  Coiman,  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  witb  the  business  intefeats  of  La  Crosse  einee  1864^  during  which  time  he  has 
done  as  much  toward  advancing  its  prosperity,  as  any  other  person  in  the  city.  He  is  assisted 
by  his  son,  Luchus,  in  conducting  his  immense  business,  whose  efficient  services  and  good  judg- 
ment have  contributed  greatly  to  the  welfare  of  the  establishment. 

W.  F.  <f-  P.  S.  David)ion'8  Boat-  I'./r  ?  >r)v1  Lumber  Mills. — The  combined  interests  car- 
ried on  by  the  Davidson  Brothers,  the  largest  individual  interests  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  if 
not  in  the  Northwest,  is  the  result  of  smslT  beginnings,  which,  nnder  careralinanagQmoBtnndby 
strict  attention  to  business,  have  grown  to  almost  unlimited  demensions.  The  suoososftil  indos* 
tries  carried  on  by  these  gentlemen  have  redounded  to  their  several  and  collective  crediti;  hare 
oonllibated  to  enlarge  the  markets  and  increase  the  sale  of  commodities ;  to  inspire  oitiiens'  as 
also  those  contemplating  citizenship  with  confidence  in  the  location  of  La  Crosse  anditi  impw* 
tance  as  a  trade  center,  and  to  attract  capital  hither  for  investment  in  the  maaufectnring,  eom* 
mercial  and  speculative  undertakings  acoessihlc  tu  all. 

The  first  organisation  of  the  present  boat-yard  and  lumber  mills  was  made  about  the  year 
1860.  At  that  time  the  business  was  limited  to  the  building  and  repairing  of  river  craft,  and 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  Western  Union  Packet  Company's  Yards."  In  those  days, 
notwidutanding  the  feet  that  marine  interesti  were  of  a  more  extended  and  remnneratiTe  dwr- 
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Acter,  comparatively  spoaking,  than  at  present,  and  the  yard  was  constantly  occupied  with 
jobs,"  etc.,  the  resources  of  the  firm  was  limited  to  what  they  now  are,  and  the  number  of 
luuids  employed  Imb  than  one-fiflh  the  present  force. 

The  improvements  consisted  of  one  mill  edifice,  supplied  with  machinery  sufficient  only  for 
•applving  materials  for  use  in  the  yard,  marine  railways  that  since  have  given  place  to  improved 
niMhiiierj  in  that  bebalt  and  other  oonTenienees  of  a  minor,  not  to  aaj  nnimporCaat,  pattern. 
But  forty  men  were  employed,  and  the  hours  of  labor  were  regulated  according  to  the  exigences 
of  the  occasion  and  the  usage  of  the  period.  In  less  than  twen^  years  the  enterprise  has  under> 
gone  a  complete  daiige  in  m1  its  departments  mode  of  work,  etc.,  ete. 

During  the  war,  the  yanl  was  taxed  to  its  full  capacity,  and  when  the  surrender  stopped 
further  hostilities,  it  might  be  imagined  work  was  diminishedt  as  regards  both  quantity  and 
quality.    But  the  contrary  of  this  supposition  is  correct. 

During  1866,  George  S.  Weeks,  a  shipwright  and  a  man  of  decided  ezeoatiTO  alnlity,  waa 
place<i  in  charge  by  the  Davidsons,  the  resources  of  the  undertaking  were  increased,  and  day 
and  night  the  vard  resounded  to  the  songs  of  150  artificers,  mechanics  and  laborers.  During 
this  p«nod  anil  snceeeding  years  the  yard  was  extenaively  patronised  by  steamboat  eompoaies,  aiM 
some  of  the  swiftest  and  most  elegant  floating  palaces  that  ever  plowed  the  Father  of  Waters 
were  fiMhioned  or  received  their  finishing  touches  on  the  ways  of  W.  F.  k  P.  S.  Davidson. 
Among  tbeee  are  the  Alennder  Mitchell,  BeUe  of  La  Crosse,  Mary  Bamci,  Aimi^  Grand 
Pacific,  Alfred  Toll,  Flying  Bagla  and  othen,  in  addition  to  fleota  of  bugea^  togii  and  river 
eraft  of  less  prominent  a  type. 

In  about  1876,  the  Mej^srs.  Davidson  became  sole  owners  of  the  yard,  and  supplemented 
tim  repairing  and  building  of  boats  with  the  manu&cture  of  lumber.  To  do  this  successfully, 
required  the  erection  of  original  improvements,  as  also  the  rebuilding  of  such  as  had  previously 
existed,  necessitating  the  outlay  of  large  sums  of  money,  and  reducing  the  business  to  an  absolute 
■eienee.  The  eonsiderttion  of  the  neraa  of  the  bnuneaa  resulted  in  maobinery  of  the  latest,  meet 
approved  and  expensive  in  pattern,  which  wa.s  substitnted  for  the  style  which  !ir\il  become  "stale" 
in  comparison  with  that  of  a  more  modem  day ;  faeilitiee  for  the  rapid  preparation  and  hand- 
ling of  Inmber  were  introdaced,  and  not  until  f 25,000  had  been  expended  in  bnildings,  maehin- 
eiy  and  eqnipments,  were  actual  operations  begun  in  the  nav  field  of  enterprise.  This  dispen- 
sation was  conducte  i  with  the  same  systotn.  skill,  intelligence  and  industry  that  characterized 
Davidsons'  prior  engagements,  and  before  the  year  had  closed  began  to  evidence  the  firm's  fore* 
n^t  in  the  increase  of  bosinees  that  followed,  reqniring  a  fiwoe  ofMtween  two  and  three  hundred 
men  occupied  daily  in  conserving. 

In  1877,  though  work  in  that  branch  of  the  establishment,  as  already  susgested,  had  meas- 
urably cUminished,  the  old  marine  railways  were  abandoned,  removed,  and  th«r  plMO  supplied 
by  an  entirely  new  line  complete  to  the  slightest  detail.  As  hnilt.  they  are  said  to  be  the  finest 
en  the  river,  with  a  capacity  for  unlimiteid  tonnage,  and  supplied  with  tackle,  apparel  and  fur- 
niture so  completely,  as  to  bo  ^le  in  less  dian  six  hours,  to  raiaa  n  boot  800  leet  long,  and  6t 
proportionate  capacity,  high  and  dry  and  ready  for  the  .ship-oarpenter  to  test  bis  inll  vpon. 
xhis  re-construction  of  the  ways  was  made  at  a  cost  of  §1^0,000. 

If  the  business  of  boat-building  "slackened,"  that  of  the  manu&cture  of  lumber  increased. 
So  much  so  had  this  obtained,  that  in  a  few  years  after  its  eommenoement,  it  waa  found  that  the 
means  of  supplying  the  demand  were  inadequate,  and  measures  were  at  once  inaugurated  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  existing  in  that  behalf.  In  1880,  the  erection  of  the  new  mill  was 
begun,  and  its  completion  attained  during  the  spring  soooeeding.  The  building  is  170x60,  two 
stories  high,  with  the  basement;  equipped  with  machinery,  including  rotarics  and  gang  saws, 
also  implements  for  the  manufacture  of  lath  and  shingles,  and  the  product  placed  upon  the 
market,  indndes  every  variety  of  lumber  from  rough  to  finished.  The  cost  of  this  improvement 
is  stated  at  $30,000. 

The  location  of  this  vast  establishment  is  on  North  Third  street  in  Nortli  La  Crosse.  The 
property  comprehends  a  river  front  of  1,200  feet  and  over,  by  an  average  depth  of  550  feet  to 
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Third  street,  and  is  estimated  to  be  worth,  with  the  improvements,  not  less  than  $250,000. 
ThflM  oonaiit  of  the  nilb,  the  mtriiie  ways',  maehine<«hop,  and  other  aeoeeeoriee.   It  requires 

seven  enrrincs  of  immense  power,  to  operate  the  machinery  employed,  by  which  a  log  in  the 
rough  is  subjected  to  a  prooessi  whence  it  is  resolved  into  marketable  lumber,  lath  and  shingles, 
whioh  are  vade  np  into  rafts  oontabing  mitUont  of  ftet,  and  are  towed  to  markets  on  the  nrer 
and  other  routes,  principally  Dubuque,  Quincj,  Clinton,  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere. 

The  capacity  of  these  mills  are  300.000  feet  of  lumber;  200,000  shin;:les,  and  100,000 
laths,  each  twenty*four  hours,  in  which  fifty  millions  of  logs  are  annually  worked  up,  furnish- 
ing employment  to  800  men  at  a  weeUy  cost  of  not  Urn  than  $5,000,  and  doing  a  haaineM  of 
16,000,000  per  year. 

PolUy't  SaW'MiU. — This  mill  is  situated  on  French  Island,  opposite  the  Fifth  Ward,  and 
at  the  westwn  end  of  the  C9iioago,  iMflwaokee  ft  St.  Paul  Railway  Bridge  that  apane  Blade 

River.  The  site,  although  somewhat  inconveniently  situated,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  on 
Black  liiver  for  milline  purposes,  it  having  a  river  frontage  of  three  Quarters  of  a  mile ;  115 
acres  are  occupied  by  the  mill,  hoarding-honse,  yards,  etc.  In  1870,  ue  mlU  waa  erected  by 
W.  H.  PoUeys,  Messrs.  Nichols  &  Jefferson  being  the  contractor!.   Itai  oaaaoilj}  which  has 

not  been  materially  changed  since  its  erection,  is  5,000,000  feet  per  year.  When  completed  in 
October,  1870,  it  began  operations  and  continued  till  February  of  the  following  year,  the  pro- 
prietor liaving  piled  agreat  number  of  logs  on  the  bank  before  winter  set  in.  In  1871,  the  mill 
ran  about  seven  months,  cutting  in  that  time  3,600,000  feet  of  lumber,  it  all  being  rafted  down 
the  river.  The  number  of  men  employed  was  about  twenty-five,  and  the  average  wages  paid  was 
$1.80,  the  employes  being  boarded  by  the  proprietors.  In  187S,  the  mill  ran  only  sto  montlM, 
sawing  something  over  2,200,000  feet.  This  year  wa.=;  also  manufactured  60,000  picket.-,  and 
340,000  laths.  In  1873,  about  2,200,000  feet  of  lumber  were  cut,  the  mill  running  about  the 
•ame  length  of  time  as  in  the  year  previous  ;  about  800,000  laths  were  also  turned  out  this  year 
and  the  lumber  was  all  rafted  down  river.  The  mill  ran  for  a  period  of  six  months  during  the 
year  of  1874,  cutting  nearly  8.000,000  feet,  500,000  feet  of  which  were  retailed  and  the 
remainder  rafted.  Nothing  was  done  in  the  picket  line,  but  about  1,200,000  lath  were  turned 
out.  In  1875,  the  mill  was  started  the  19th  of  April  and  did  not  shut  down  till  the  19th  of 
November.  About  4,600,000  feet  were  sawod.  together  with  740,000  laths  and  235,000  pickets. 
This  year  1,800  cords  of  slats  were  also  turned  out.  The  number  of  employes  was  increased  to 
thirty  and  the  avenge  wages  paid  aboot  $1.26  per  day.  During  the  season  of  1876,  the  mill 
ran  nearly  seven  months'  cutting.  4,500,000  feet  being  sawed  with  1,000,000  laths  and  40,000 
pickets;  1,000,000  feet  of  the  lumber  was  piled  and  the  rest  rafted.  About  1,800  cords  of 
slabs  were  also  sold.  In  1877,  the  mill  ran  only  three  months  and  a  half,  and  cut  during  that 
time  2,100,000  foet.  Nothing  was  done  this  year  in  the  picket  line,  but  about  1,200,000 
laths  were  turned  out,  together  with  1,000  cords  of  slabs.  In  1878,  the  mill  ran  only  three 
months,  and  cut  1,000,000  feet,  500,000  of  that  amount  being  piled ;  no  laths  or  pickets  were 
made,  but  1,500  cords  of  slabs  were  sold  to  different  parties.  In  1870,  the  mill  commenced  the 
18th  of  May  and  cut  between  4,000,000  and  5.000,000  feet  of  lumber,  of  which  1,500,000  was 
piled  and  sold  at  retail ;  neither  pickets  or  laths  were  manufactured  that  year,  but  about  2,500 
cords  of  slabs  were  tamed  ont. 

In  1877,  W.  H.  Polley  sold  the  mill  to  his  two  sons,  W.  E.  and  E.  11.  Policy, 
who  have  since  run  it  in  a  very  proper  manner.  The  number  of  employes  is  about  thirty, 
and  the  average  wages  paid  is  about  $1  per  day. 

Hiram  Ooddard'i  MiU. — This  mill  is  located  on  French  Island,  about  half  a  mile  northwest 
of  the  city  limits.  Its  erection  dates  from  1S75,  when  it  was  built  by  C.  B.  Dawes,  of  Muske- 
gon, Mich.,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Goddard.  The  land  appurtenant  to  the  mill,  and  used 
we  a  yard,  etc.,  oomprisee  fifteen  acree.  The  mill  has  excellent  machinery,  and  has  a  sawingcapac- 
ity  of  5,000,000  feet  per  year.  The  fir?t  summer  it  was  operated  the  lumber  cut  reached 
2,000,000  feet,  of  which  amount  500,000  feet  were  retailed  here  and  the  remainder  rafted  to 
down-riyer  points. 
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In  1876,  operations  were  begun  in  tbe  second  week  in  April,  and  kept  up  until  September. 
The  mill  na  to  half  its  ospMity  for  a  full  season,  catting  2,500,000  feet  of  lumber,  all  being 

rafted,  except  400,000  feet.    In  the  third  season,  work  was  hogun  May  1,  and  continued 

until  the  middle  of  September.  The  business  done  amounted  to  about  tbe  same  as  the  previous 
year,  2,500,000  feet  being  cut,  which,  with  the  exception  of  800,000  feet,  was  rafted.  Of  shingles, 
2,000,000  were  manufactured  together  with  500,000  laths. 

In  1878,  work  was  begun  the  second  week  in  April  and  continued  120  days,  during  which 
time  the  timber  cut  aggregated  2,000,000  feet.  Of  this  all  but  300,000  feet  was  rafted.  The 
lath  cut  amounted  to  400,000,  and  140,000  shingles  were  also  turned  out.  In  1879,  the  mill 
started  up  on  the  10th  of  May,  and  run  about  five  months,  turning  out  about  3,500,000  feet  of 
lumber,  which,  with  the  exception  of  500,000  feet  was  rafted  down  the  river.  Between  500,000 
and  800,000  laths  were  turned  ont  this  year  together  with  ahont  2,600,000  shingles.  The  hands 
in  this  rail!  receive  from  ?!  to  $o  per  day.  There  are  employed  around  and  about  the  mill  about 
fifty  persons,  including  a  few  boys  and  girls.  The  mill  is  substantially  built  and  oonyenientl^ 
srranged,  and  b  well  and  economically  managed,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  tm  there  of  pahbo 
confidence  and  patronage.  Mr.  Goddard  is  a  thorough  business  man,  and  Tery  fiuseeing  in  the 
management  of  his  mill  and  all  the  details  looking  to  its  success. 

C.  If.  Nichols  <!•  (7o.'«  Satv-MUl. — This  mill  is  situateil  on  the  Black  River,  about  two 
miles  north  of  the  city  limits.  Its  construction  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1856  by  Messrs. 
Royse,  Boice,  Melville  &  Co.,  and  completed  in  June  of  that  year,  J.  S.  Nichols  doing  tlie 
work,  and  Peter  Sardin  was  the  first  sawyer,  and  a  man  named  Mitchell  was  the  first  engineer. 
J.  8.  Nidiols  iMrfimned  the  dniles  of  snperintendent  and  manager.  The  first  year  the  null  was 
operated,  it  showed  a  capacity  of  in,0()0  feet  per  day,  and  the  amount  of  lumber  cut  wts 
2,500,000  feet,  all  of  which  was  rafted  except  900,000  feet,  which  was  sold  at  retail  in  this 
market  In  1859,  the  mill  was  sold  to  0.  H.  jRiehols,  hat  it  remained  idle  mitil  1860,  under* 
goins  repairs  in  the  meantime.  It  was  thsu  operated  steadily  until  1864,  when  it  was  not  ran 
at  all,  as  the  water  in  the  Black  River  was  unusually  low.  causing  a  great  scarcity  in  lojn.  The 
average  price  of  lumber  from  1857  to  18U5  was  between  §13  and  815  per  thousand.  The  price 
gradnally  increased  from  1865  to  1868,  which  was  the  period  of  plentiful  currency  in  good 
times,  reaching,  in  the  latter  year,  822  per  thousand.  In  1873,  the  mill  was  purchased  by  C. 
H.  Nichols  &  Co.  The  **Co."  comprises  two  names,  and  the  firm  in  full  is  Messrs.  C.  U. 
Kidiols,  F.  E.  Nichols  and  Frank  Pooler.  After  these  gentlemen  purchased  it,  th^  materially 
changed  it  and  increased  its  capacity,  enabling  them  to  turn  out  45,000  feet  of  lumber,  80,000 
shingles  and  10,000  laths  per  day.  These  were  rafted  South  as  quickly  as  manuiactured,  and 
sold  in  the  down-rirer  markets.   But  yery  little  attention  was  heetowed  upon  looal  or  retail  trade. 

The  property  was  valued  at  825,000.  A  fifty-acre  lot  is  owned  and  occupied  by  Messrs. 
Nichols  &  Co.  in  connection  with  the  mill.  They  have  a  vested  title  of  the  riparian  rights  for 
a  mile  along  the  east  shore  of  Black  River  in  tlie  matter  of  handling  logs,  tying  up  rafts,  etc. 
Twelve  men  are  employed  in  sorting  and  rafting,  at  a  daily  compensation  of  about  $25. 

Nichols  k  Co.  also  own  a  planing-raill.  which  is  run  in  connection  with  the  .law-mill.  It  is 
one-eighth  of  a  mile  east  of  the  latter.  It  affords  emplovment  to  five  men,  and  is  fitted  up  with 
machinery  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  patterns.  Gilts  mill  runs  about  three  months  in  the 
year. 

Messrs.  Nichols  &  Co.'s  mill  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire,  October  5,  1880.  About  ten 
days  after  this,  a  oorps  of  carpenters  went  at  work,  in  laying  the  fbnndation  Iot  a  new  one,  and 
their  presenl  Unige  mill  was  completed  and  the  first  sawing  done  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1881. 

After  running  one  and  a  half  days,  they  shut  down  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  some  little 
defects.  On  the  14th  day  of  this  month,  however,  a  full  force  of  men  went  at  work,  and  they 
have  been  in  constant  operation  since.  This  mill  is  in  sise  86x144,  and  has  a  eapaeity  of 
120,000  feet  of  lumber  in  twi'iity  four  liours. 

They  employ  102  hands  in  tbe  mill — including  a  few  boys  and  girls  in  the  lath  and  shingle- 
foomi— at  a  daily  compensati<m  of  |160.   Thej  Iwre  now  in  prooses  of  oonstruetion  a  namher 
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of  rafting  sheds.  A  larger  portion  of  the  lumber  cut  is  rafted ;  however,  in  the  fall,  about 
2,000,UOO  feet  is  piled  in  the  jord  at  the  mill.  The  entire  cost  of  the  mill  Mnouots  to 
186,000. 

John  PauVs  Saw-Mill. — In  1860,  John  Paul  purchased  the  ground  upon  which  his  saw- 
miU  is  now  built,  from  2>!athan  Myrick  and  Daniel  Cameron,  and  erected  thereon  a  saw-mill, 
with  a  capacity  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  feet  per  day.  His  whole  investment  amounted  to 
about  $2,000. 

The  mill  ran  about  five  months  the  first  season,  cutting  800,000  feet  of  lumber,  all  of  which 
was  retailed  here  at  about  $8  per  thousand.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  and  its  business 
gradually  increased  antil  1868,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  bunting  of  the  boilers. 

With  laudable  energy  and  enterprise,  Mr.  Paul  at  once  set  to  work  to  rebuild  the  mill  and 
iD  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  calamity,  another  large  mill  was  completed  and  ^ut  into  oper- 
ation. Since  1868,  improrentents  were  nnde  eaeh  year,  by  the  additron  of  nmehmery,  tod  ite 
capacity  was  increased  from  130,000  to  150,000  feet  per  day.  In  1878,  about  14,000,000  ftet 
of  lumber  was  turned  out,  9,000,000  feet  of  which  was  piled  and  the  remainder  shipped. 

In  the  winter  of  1880  and  1881,  new  buildings  throughout  were  erected,  the  dimeusions  of 
the  main  boilding  being  64x190,  with  two  additional  wings,  one  24x120  and  the  other  20x82. 
The  engine  and  boiler  house,  constructed  of  stone  and  iron,  is  42x50.  The  motive  power  con- 
sists of  two  engines,  each  22x24,  with  a  capacity  of  600  horse-power,  and  eight  boilers,  44 
inches  by  24  feet,  and  also  one  steam  donble  pamp,  which  feeds  the  boilen.  The  machinery  in 
the  mill  cotiaists  of  two  double  log  rotaries;  two  gangs,  one  of  forty-one  nwt  snd  the  other 
twenty-eight  saws;  two,  five  saw  edgers;  two,  four-saw  automatic  slat  and  ed^g  cutters,  with 
hober  triomen  of  a  capacity  to  correspond.  The  machinery  for  the  mannfaetnre  of  lelh  and 
shingles  has  a  sufficient  capacity  to  oat  all  the  lath  and  shingles  required  in  the  manufacture  of 
lo0,U00  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  Connected  with  the  mill  is  also  one  of  Sumner's  patent 
double  dry -kilns;  a  log  slide,  which  Mr.  Paul  patented  in  1871,  and  on  account  of  its  worth  is 
now  in  use  in  all  the  large  saw-mills  throughout  this  section  of  the  country;  planing  and  match- 
ing machines  of  a  capacity  to  supply  all  the  demnmls  of  his  immense  trade.  The  entire  cost 
of  this  structure  amounts  to  ^6,000.  Mr.  Paul  has  two  lumber-vards  in  La  Crosse,  one  at 
the  mill  ;  and  the  other  on  the  Intern  oatskirta  of  the  city.  Bcsiaes  these,  he  has  also  yards 
throughout  Southern  Minnesota  and  Dakota  at  the  following  places  :  Ilushford,  Lanesboro, 
Fountain,  Wyltoff,  Spring  Valley,  Dexter,  Albert  Lea,  Alden,  Wells,  Mapleton,  Good  Thunder, 
DelaTan,  Hnntley,  Snerbnme,  Jackson,  LiAefield,  De  Forest,  Edgerton,  Pipestone,  Airlee,  in 
Minnesota,  and  Flandreau,  Egan,  Dell  Rapids,  Madison  and  Wentworth,  in  Dakota  Territory. 
Of  the  amount  of  lumber  sawed  yearly,  two-thirds  of  it  is  piled  in  the  La  Crosse  yards  and 
shipped  to  these  branch  yards,  while  the  remaining  one-third  is  rafted  in  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Southern  markets.  About  10,000,000  feet  is  constantly  kept  in  the  La  Crosse  yards,  and 
about  5,000.000  feet  at  the  branch  vards.  The  logs  supplying  this  mill  como  from  tlio 
Chippewa,  Black  and  St.  Croix  Rivers.'  In  1880,  Mr.  Paul  sawed  30.000,000  feet  of  lumber, 
snd  manafactured  12,000,000  shingles  and  6,000,000  laths,  this  being  more  than  was  ever  before 
iswed  by  any  individual  mill  on  the  Misisissippi  River.  In  the  manufiicture  of  such  an  enor- 
noos  amount  of  lumber,  Mr.  Paul  employed  three  hundred  bands,  at  a  daily  compensation  of 
9550.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  mills  in  the  Northwest.  It  is  eveiywhere  regarded  as  first- 
dasi,  and  the  ready  market  it  meets  with  proves  that  it  has  no  superior  in  popular  favor. 

N.  B.  IIolw(iy»  Saw-Mill. — This  mill  is  situated  on  the  Black  River,  in  North  La  Crosse, 
near  the  railroad  track  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  and  its  premises  include 
an  area  of  four  blocks.  It  was  purchased  from  Robert  Ross  by  N,  B.  Holway  in  IHTtJ,  and  he 
worked  it  until  June,  1877.  when  it  waa  destroyed  by  fire.  In  no  way  disheartened  by  the 
calamity,  he  soon  set  to  work  to  rebuild  the  mill,  which  was  completed  and  ready  to  resume 
op^hrtions  in  the  foUowing  spring.  The  site  of  the  mill  is  44x152,  snbotantially  bnilt,  and  the 
machinery  introduced  is  among  the  costliest  and  latest  improved  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
the  arrangements  throughout  the  mill  are  the  most  complete.    The  capacity  of  the  engine  that 
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drives  the  saw-mill  and  ilie  shingle-mill  is  gauged  at  lOO-horse  power,  and  there  are  five  boiler*. 
The  engine  house  is  built  of  brick  and  iron,  and  large  fire-proof  iron  doors  lead  from  the  engine- 
room  to  the  mill.  The  saw-filing  room  is  on  the  second  floor,  on  the  south  side,  and  near  the 
center  of  the  building.  There  are  two  steam  carriages,  one  on  each  side  of  the  mill.  The  cut- 
ting capacity  of  the  mill  is  100,000  feet  per  day.  In  the  fall  of  1880,  water-pipe  was  lai  l 
through  the  mill  premises,  and  runs  through  the  two  stories  and  all  along  the  roof  of  the  build- 
ing, enabling  persons  to  cover  the  entire  roof  with  water  in  case  of  fire.  In  1878,  the  mill  ran 
three  months,  during  which  time  it  cut  about  4,000,000  feet  of  lumber.  It  would  have  ruL 
longer  had  not  a  somewhat  serious  accident  happened  to  the  machinery.  Early  in  June,  one  of 
the  bolts  of  the  engine  gave  way  and  was  carried  into  the  machinery,  breaking  it  badly  and  caus- 
ing incalculable  damage.  This  necessitated  the  shutting  down  of  the  machinery  for  about  two 
months.    In  1879.  work  was  begun  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  the  mill  run  steadily  ODtil 


N.  B.  UOLWAV'S  SAW  HILL,  LA  CK03:»E. 


November  11,  having  cut  about  8,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  manufactured  5,000,000  shingles,  and 
about  3,.000  cords  of  slab-wood.  The  year  1880  excelled  all  previous  years,  and  with  a  steady 
run  night  and  day,  from  April  6  until  November  14,  with  the  exception  of  two  weeks  in  June 
during  high  water,  the  mill  turned  out  18,500,000  feet  of  lumber,  7,250,000  shingles.  l,0O«i,. 
000  laths  and  7,500  cords  of  slabs,  and  all  of  this  with  only  two  circular  saws.  Nearly  all  the 
lumber,  shingles  and  lath  manufactured  by  Mr.  Holway  is  rafted  down  the  Mississippi  River  lu 
all  lumber  markets  between  La  Crosse  and  St.  Loui<»,  the  principal  markets  being  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
and  Hannibal,  Mo.  Common  lumber  has  sold  for  all  the  way  from  $7.50  to  $12  per  thousand; 
first  grade  of  shingles  from  $2.50  to  $3  ;  second  grade  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  ;  lath,  $1.50  to  $1.75 
per  thousand.  The  cost  of  running  the  lumber  down  in  rafts  averages  75  cents  per  thousand. 
Slabs  sell  at  the  mill  at  $1.25  per  cord  ;  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  cord  delivered  at  houses  or  on  steam- 
boats. The  mill  employs  150  hands,  including  the  employes  of  the  shingle  and  lath  milU.  The 
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wages  range  from        tof5  per  day,  averaging  abont  91>50.  Mr.  Holway  is  tbeonly  lambermaD 

in  La  Crosse  that  pays  any  attention  to  the  sale  of  saw-dust.  This  article  is  being  silted  and  kept 
clear  of  i»ark  and  sticks,  and  sells  at  50  cents  per  cord  at  the  mill,  and  is  shipped  to  customers 
bj  nilrMd  at  $8  per  «»r.   The  sale  of  tbia  nrtkle  is  inanMing  very  rapidly. 

Withee'8  Saw-MiB. — This  was  a  lug*  milli  bnviiig  aerenu  bniidings  as  necessary  appurte- 
nances, al!  of  which  occupied  in  the  aggregate  an  area  of  six  acres.  It  was  located  on  French 
Island — a  short  distance  north  of  the  city  and  opposite  Onalaska  on  the  west,  and  is  reached  by 
a  bridge  which  crosses  Black  River.  It  was  built  by  William  Listman,  who  commenced  work  in 
October,  1872,  and  finished  it  the  following  May.  The  property  was  valued  at  $35,000  when 
the  mill  was  completed  in  1873.  Hixou  &  Withee,  with  their  customary  enterprise  and  energy, 
lost  no  time  in  supplying  it  witb  machinery  mnd  getting  the  mill  In  fine  working  order,  and  actire 
operations  were  begun  without  delay.  They  started  out  with  sixty  employes  in  all  departments 
of  the  mill,  who  received  an  average  of  91-75  per  day.  Daring  the  summer  of  1873,  the  lum* 
ber  sawed  amounted  to  6,000,000  feet.  All  this  was  rafted  down  the  Mississippi  to  Hannibal, 
where,  in  conjunction  wl^  Gapt.  Pettibono,  a  former  resident  and  Mayor  of  m  Crosao,  Hizon 
k  Withee  owned  another  saw-mill.  The  average  cost  of  raftin^j  lumber  to  dfiwn-river  points  is 
$1  per  thousand,  and  men  engaged  in  that  work  received  from  3-  to  §3  per  day  in  1873. 

Daring  tbe  summer  of  1<S74,  about  the  same  number  of  hands  was  employed,  and  the  lum- 
ber  sawed  amounted  to  about  5,000,000  feet;  of  this,  8,000.000  feet  was  rafted  to  Hannibal,  the 
remainder  being  piled  up  at  the  mill.  During  this  same  season,  William  Listman  assumed  con- 
trol and  management  of  tbe  mill,  while  bis  aon,  Charles  Listman,  entered  upon  tbe  duties  of  Sn- 
perintendent  and  book-keeper.  During  the  winter  of  1^74-75,  from  six  to  ten  men  were  em- 
ployed in  repairing  the  mill  and  enlarging  the  capacity,  aiid  considerable  new  machinery  was 
pat  in. 

In  187-'),  logs  were  plentiful,  and  the  amount  aawed  amounted  to  8,000,000  feet,  of  wbidi 
all  but  l,000,O<)O  was  rafted  to  Hannibal,  the  remainder  being  piled  in  the  mill-yard,  as  were 
also  3,000  cords  of  slate  turned  out  that  year.  A  like  aggregate  of  lumber  was  cut  during  the 
summer  of  1876.  Of  this  amount,  800,000  feet  waa  piled  in  the  yard,  and  the  remainder  rafted 
to  Hannibal.  During  the  summer  of  1877,  on  account  of  the  lownoss  of  the  water,  but  few  logs 
were  available,  and  the  mill  was  in  operation  only  a  little  more  than  two  months.  The  amount 
of  1nmb<n>  cnt  amounted  to  8,000,000  feet,  all  of  which  was  rafted.  The  summer  of  1878,  in  all 
ei?etitial  particulars,  was  a  repetition  of  the  preceding  one,  the  mill  running  only  ten  weeks,  cut- 
ting 3,000,000  feet,  all  of  which  was  likewise  rafted.  In  1880,  11,700,000  feet  of  lumber 
was  cut. 

This  was  a  magnificent  mill  in  all  its  appointments.   The  engine,  wbidi  was  manufactured 

at  the  shop  of  Thornely  li  James,  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  is  as  fine  a  one  as  can  be  found  any 
where  in  the  East.  It  was  put  in  in  the  winter  of  1875,  bad  four  boilers,  and  its  capacity  was 
rated  at  lOO  horse  power.  The  mill  was  two  stories  in  hmgbt,  and  had  a  capacity  of  60,000  feet 
of  lumber  per  day.  During  the  same  period  it  could  turn  out  2(),0(i()  shingles,  or  2,.'>00,000  per 
year.  The  aggregate  expenses  were  $100  per  day.  Tlie  boom  belonging  to  the  mill  is  a  larg| 
and  strong  one,  and  can  easily  and  aafely  bold  5,000,000  feet  of  logs. 

This  mill,  a  model  of  perfection,  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire  on  the  15th  day  of  May, 
1881.  The  loss  amounted  to  $25,000,  with  an  insurance  of  only  $9,000.  It  is  now  being 
replaced  by  a  new  one  of  larger  dimensions,  being  48x192,  and  will,  wb«i  finished,  oost  about 
-980,000,  and  will  have  a  capacity  of  60,000  feet  per  day.  * 

La  Crosse  Lumber  Company  s  MUl. — This  fine  mill  was  erected  in  1871,  the  owners  being 
C.  C.  Washburn,  Abner  Gile,  N.  B.  Holway,  iluel  Weston,  J.  H.  Weston  and  li.  K.  Shep- 
berdson.  It  was  constraeted  under  the  direction  of  Samud  Moffitt,  of  Muskegon,  Mich.  On 
June  17,  1S72,  it  was  starteil  up  fer  the  first  time.  A  large  number  of  liands  were  employed, 
their  average  daily  wages  being  $225.  But  very  little  work  was  done  that  season  in  the  manu- 
fectura  of  shingles  and  latbs.  In  1878,  work  was  befnin  in  April  and  oontinnad  to  September. 
During  that  time  tbe  lumber  cut  reached  11,000,000  feet,  while  5,000,000  ahinglea  were  manu- 
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factured  and  3,000,000  laths  were  turned  out.  The  lumber  waa  nearly  all  rafted.  About  4,000 
cords  of  edgings  and  slabs  were  sold  daring  the  Beeaon,  the  prices  ranging  from  75  oeets  to 
$1,50  per  cord.  The  business  of  1874  was  almost  a  repetition  of  that  of  1878,  and  it  would 
be  aaperfluous  to  enlarge  upon  it  bv  giving  the  items.  In  1875,  C.  C.  VVashbora  bought  up  all 
the  atoelc  and  the  niU  paeeed  Into  his  haiub. 

No  change  wovlihj  of  mention  was  made  in  the  administration  of  die  mill  with  the  exeep- 
tion  of  I,  L.  Nevins  assuming  the  management,  and  under  his  supervision  the  mill  has  since 
been  run,  with  the  able  assistance  of  F.  A.  Copeland.  In  April,  lh75,  it  was  put  into  opera- 
tion and  ran  about  foor  montiia,  cutting  9,000,000  feet  of  lumber.    One-third  of  this  wu 

Eiled  in  the  appurtenant  yards  and  the  femainder  rafted  to  lumber  markets  dovn  the  MimiMipfi 
kirer. 

In  1876,  the  lumber  ent  reached  the  aggregate  of  15,000,000  feet,  the  season  hstiogflw  i 

the  middle  of  April  until  the  1st  of  October.     One-third  of  this  mm  )>iled  and  the  remainiog 
10,000,000  feet  was  rafted.    The  average  daily  wages  that  season  was  §2.    In  1877.  work  wis 
begun  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  continued  until  the  middle  of  July,  when,  owiog  to 
scarcity  of  logs,  it  had  to  be  disoontinned.    For  this  brief  season,  however,  the  ent  aggrsfitad  , 
6^000,000  feet. 

On  June  7,  of  that  year,  the  mill  had  a  very  narrow  escape  from  destruction  by  fire,  which  J 
orinnated  in  tiie  ventilator  over  llie  boiler,  and  consumed  tfie  entire  nof  of  die  engme  hoow  I 
bemre  it  could  he  extinguished.  In  <1878,  the  lumber  out  was  about  7,500,000  feet,  a  little 
over  half  of  this  was  piled  and  the  remainder  rafted  down  the  Mississippi  River.  About 
4,000,000  shingles,  and  1,500,000  laths  were  also  manufactured.  In  1880  the  mill  cut  a  gnu'l 
total  of  22,000,000  feet  including  lath.  This  year,  work  was  started  in  May.  It  is  intended 
to  cut  10,000,000  feet,  4,000,000  of  which  will  be  piled  and  the  remainder  rafted  down  ihi 
river.    The  prospects  for  a  big  business  are  very  flattering. 

There  are  from  160  to  175  men  employed  in  and  abont  the  mill  with  P.  A.  Copaha^i 
Assistant  Manager  and  book-keeper;  A.  G.  Nevins,  Manager  of  the  yard;  G.  L.  Kingdtj,  j 
Superintendent  of  the  mill ;  M.  Krickson,  engineer.    The  dimensions  of  the  main  building  are  ^ 
5Gxl66,  and  it  is  two  stories  in  height.     The  machinery  consists  of  double  and  single  rouries, 
and  it  has  two  gang-saws,  one  of  which  has  thir^  and  nie  other  fatty  saws.    The  shingle  mill 
is  24x  IS,  and  contains  one  double  block  machine,  which  cuts  on  the  average,  75,000  shinies 
per  day.    Three  engines  impart  the  necessary  motive  power  to  this  vast  labyrinth  of  machinm. 
The  largest  of  tiiem  is  gauged  atOOO-hoTBo  power,  the  second  in  sim^  at  500  and  the  ditrd  at  SO.  ! 
A  double  pump  supplies  the  necessary  drinking  mtar,  and  is  also  available  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, to  extinguish  fires.    In  addition  to  this,  is  a  regular  fire-pump,  which,  for  safety,  is  kept 
in  a  fire-proof  compartment.    The  planing  mill,  another  of  the  auxiliary  buildings,  has  notably 
fine  macninery,  consisting  of  one  double  snrfaoer,  one  flooring  machine, »  mmding  ms^si^i^ 

otr.     An  area  of  twenty-seven  lots  is  occupied  by  the  mill,  its  au.xiliarv  buildinps,  and  for  tirJ 
purposes.    This  property,  as  it  now  stands,  has  cost  at  least  |200,00U,  and  La  Crosse  is  justly 
I  proud  of  it. 

Freeman  jf  Co.,  Flouring-MilJs. — The  great  flouring-mill  of  A.  A.  Freeman  k  Co.,  wi» 
first  put  into  operation  by  E.  V.  White  &  Co.,  in  1875,  and  purchased  by  the  present  ownera 
and  operators,  Messrs.  A.  A.  Freeman  and  Ernst  Zeidler,  in  1878.    Upon  Mr.  Zeidler  devolve* 
the  entire  superintendency  of  the  establishment.    The  main  building  is  65x80  feet,  heilt  of 
stone,  the  walls  being  from  five  and  one-half  to  seven  and  ono-half  feet  thick  at  bottom,  and  : 
running  out  to  twenty  inches  at  the  top  of  the  fifth  story,  where  an  iron  cornice  is,  in  turn,  sor-  | 
mounted  by  an  iron  roof.   Above  this  yet,  is  a  large  iron-dad  enpoU  coatainlng  madiineiT. 
The  additions  to  the  main  building  are  a  stone  engine-room  with  iron  roof,  in  nae  47x52  feet : 
an  office,  also  of  stone,  20x26  feet;  an  iron-clad  elevator,  87.x50.  having  a  capacity  of  80.000 
bushels,  built  at  an  expense  of  $15,000.    Beginning  properly  with  the  power  which  propels  the 
machinerv,  to  describe  that  portion  of  the  establishment,  we  first  vimt  the  engifte-rsdm,  sod  it  is  i 
a  visit  that  will  amply  rejiay  the  stroller,  for  he  will  here  find  one  of  the  most  poweifiil 
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finelj-finished  pieces  of  machinery  west  of  the  great  lakes.  It  is  a  low  presaare  Harris^Corlias 
engine  of  the  latest  pattern,  having  a  cylinder  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  with  a  stroke  of  fire 
feet.  The  entire  machinery  ia  as  finely-finished,  and  works  as  smoothly  as  a  Waltham  watch, 
and  the  room  would  be  quite  still,  were  it  not  for  the  continuous  cracking  noise  produced  by  the 
strokes  of  the  fly>wheel,  as  they  pass  downward  through  the  opening  in  which  this  vast  circle  of 
iron,  twenty  feet  in  diuneter,  nnd  weighing  40,000  pounds,  swings.  The  face  of  the  fly-wheel 
is  three  feet  across,  and  from  it  runs  the  double  leather  belt  thirty  inches  wide  and  110  feet 
long,  which,  acting  on  a  thirteen  foot  pulley  on  the  main  shaft,  prm)els  the  entire  machinery  of 
the  mill.  The  foundation  of  the  engine  is  a  manrel  of  solidity.  It  was  obtained  by  excavatin 
the  entire  size  of  the  room,  down  to  the  solid  sand  below  the  deposits  of  the  river,  and  on  this 
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Burface  grounding  a  two  and  one-half  foot  bed  of  cement  concrete.    Above  this,  and  nearly  up 

to  the  level  of  the  machinery,  is  a  solid  brick  wall  laid  in  cement,  80,000  brick  being  required 
for  this  purpose  alone.  Capping  the  brick  and  supporting  the  engine,  pumps  and  other 
machinery  are  sixteen  pieces  of  cut  granite  from  the  Westerly,  B.  I.,  quarries,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate,  60,000  pounds. 

The  cost  of  the  engine  and  its  foundation  was  $13,000. 

The  basement  is  filled  with  shafting,  pulleys,  etc.,  and  the  solid  iron  haeks  on  which  rest 
the  fifteen  pairs  of  French  bnhr  stones,  which  are  in  the  first  story.   Tbeee  are  nil  driven  by 

belts  from  the  main  shaft  with  loose  pulleys,  so  that  any  one  of  them  may  be  stopped  at  once 
without  interfering  with  its  fellows.  From  a  pulley  on  the  main  shaft  also  runs  an  eighteen, 
inch  belt  to  the  third  story,  where  it  drives  the  purifyers,  elevators,  rollers  and  smaller 
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machinery.  The  buhr  stones  and  much  of  the  original  machinery  was  ordered  by  Mr.  White, 
when  the  mill  was  building,  from  samples  on  exhibition  from  Hungary,  France  and  other  foreign 
nttions  at  the  American  Centennial.  The  fire  runs  added  hi  1879  are  eimilar  in  liae  and 
manufacture  to  the  ten  runs  originally  put  in. 

On  this  floor  are  also  the  packers  and  conveniences  for  taking  in  the  empty  barrels,  and 
sending  them  ont  filled  with  the  celebrated  brand  of  flour  for  whieh  tiie  mill  is  noted,  A.  A. 
Freeman  &  Go's.  Superlative  Patent  Minnesota." 

Other  grades  tind  brands  are  of  course  made,  though  this  is  the  principal  one,  and  the  one 
on  which  the  mill  has  acquired  a  reputation  sufficiently  great  to  warrant  the  quotation  of  its 
prodnets  in  the  New  York  market  amons  the  highest.  They  manu&cture  a  great  number  of 
140  pound  sacks  of  flour,  which  is  shippeof  directly  to  the  London  Market.  Sacks  of  this  size 
have  become  popular  for  foreign  shipments,  being  one-half  of  an  finelish  quarter.  In  the  third 
stoxy  are  nenrly  all  of  the  pariflen,  so  erranged  as  to  prodnoe  bat  litde  dnst,  being  tightly 
boxed  in,  thus  avoiding  the  danger  from  dust  explosions,  about  whieh  so  much  has  been  written 
and  said  of  late.  The  fourth  floor  is  devoted  to  the  rollers,  and  to  the  bolting  reels  which 
begin  on  this  tloor  and  extend  upward  clear  to  the  roof.  In  the  upper  story  are  the  elevators 
and  distribating  machinery,  a  pemct  labyrinth  of  spouts  and  eonveyorSf  seemingly  beyond  the 
power  of  any  one  mind  to  remember  or  operate  correctly. 

The  establishment  thus  briefly  described,  represents  a  cost  of  nearly  ^00,000,  gives 
employment  to  thirty-five  men  in  &e  mill  done,  eride  from  ^  eoopen  and  wheat  bayers, 
making  in  all  about  sixty-five  men,  whose  weekly  pay  amounts  to  more  than  $650.  The 
capacity  of  the  mill  is  800  barrels  of  flour  in  twenty-four  hours,  consuming  for  this  about  4,000 
bushels  of  wheat  per  day,  or  about  30,000  busheb  per  week,  in  all  more  than  a  million  bushels 
per  year.  The  immense  benefit  to  the  city  from  sacb  a  mennfiMStoring  establtshment,  is  beyond 
an  ordinary  estimate,  affording  as  it  does  the  steady  employment  to  a  large  number  of  skilled 
workmen,  making  this  an  advantageous  wheat  market,  and  also  attractiiLg  here  other  enterprises 
oi  a  similar  disraeter.  The  new  levee  constructed  by  the  St.  Pan!  Reuroad,  Bavee  Hum  in  the 
aggregate  about  $3,000  per  year,  as  previous  to  its  construction  their  cartage  cost  them  that 
amount.  One  of  the  side  tracks  runs  so  close  to  the  platform  that  barrels  may  be  loaded  directly 
into,  and  wheat  elevated  directly  out  of  the  cars.  Besides  this,  the  shipping  facilities  afforded 
by  the  river,  makes  the  city  <^  La  Oroese  nnsnrpaased  ae  a  looation  Ibr  flooring^miUs  and  eihsr 
manufacturing  establishments. 

William  Littman't  Mill. — In  April,  1879,  C.  A.  White  and  William  Listman  associated 
with  them  G.  Van  Steenwyk,  as  a  special  partner,  knd  they  at  once  laid  the  foundation  ftr  a 
new  flouring  mill,  which  was  completed  and  ready  for  operatimk  ao  Aat  the  fim  grinding  was 
done  Deceinber  1,  1879. 

This  mill  is  a  monument  to  the  milling  enterprise  and  exceptional  business  ability  of  its 
founders  and  present  proprietor.  The  Yietor  nas  a  capacity  of  ftmn  500  to  800  barrels  pw  day, 
and  is  unsurpassed  by  any  mill  of  its  size  in  the  Northwest.  It  is  largely  constructed  to  work 
on  the  Hunearian  gradual  reduction  sj^stcm,  modified,  perhaps,  for  more  perfect  adaptation  to 
the  hard  Minnesota  wheat.  The  boilding,  which  is  of  red  brick  upon  heavy  stone  besemaat 
walls,  is  six  stories  high,  of  exceptionally  fine  appearance,  and  is  8ox61,  with  a  boiler-rooB, 
42x24,  in  the  northern  extremity,  making  the  extreme  length  of  the  building  109  feet.  It  bis 
an  iron  roof  and  cornice,  with  corrugated  iron  covering  the  walls  of  the  upper  portion.  In  tiie 
basement,  a  line  of  heavy  shafting  rons  the  entire  lengtih  of  .the  building,  resting  upon  iroa 
stands  supported  by  heavy  pins  of  masonry.  Parallel  to  this  shafling  arc  ten  sets  of  hcavv  irm 
hurst  frames.  The  grinding-floor  occupies  a  portion  of  the  second  story,  where  may  be  fouod 
ten  run  of  four-foot  mill-stones,  including  the  ending-stones.  The  buhrs  are  of  the  best  quslity 
of  French  violet  stock,  selected  especially  and  witli  great  care  for  the  mill,  and  are  surpasUd  bj 
none  in  this  section.  Connecting  the  line  of  buhrs  with  Behrn's  patent  exhaust,  are  several 
pipee.  Thus  all  the  flour  dust  is  saved,  and  the  danger  of  explosion  reduced  to  a  minimum 
scale,  if  not  done  away  with  ntteriy.   In  front  of  the  bohn  axe  two  double  sets  of  eorrogatcd 
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rollers  for  reducing  wheat,  with  room  for  eight  or  ten  seta  more  to  be  added  as  thej  may  be 
needed.  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  floor  are  four  flour-packers,  which  have  a  capacity  for 
packing  from  600  to  800  barrels  per  day.  A  part  of  the  extensive  repairs  of  1880  consists  in 
eleven  reduction  machines  for  the  reduction  of  wheat,  which  were  added  to  this  floor. 

The  third  floor  contains  the  rollers,  having  at  its  construction  ten  double  sets  of  roller- 
mills,  six  of  them  having  porcelain  and  six  chilled  iron  rollers.  In  1880,  four  more  sets  of 
rollers  were  added  to  this  number.  Here  also  arc  the  flour-bins,  cleaned  wheat  and  a  part  of 
the  middlings  bins.  Nearly  all  of  the  elevators — upward  of  forty  in  number — stand  in  line  on 
this  floor,  reaching  to  the  top  of  the  cupola  story.  On  the  fourth  floor  were  eight  standard 
puriflers,  with  now  an  additional  five,  making,  in  all,  thirteen ;  sixteen  reels,  four  aspirators 
and  seven  bins  for  difl*erent  kinds  of  material. 

On  the  fifth  floor  are  fourteen  reels,  one  aspirator,  seven  standard  purifiers,  three  large 
exhaust  fans  and  a  large  amount  of  shafting,  gearing,  etc.  On  the  sixth  floor,  commonly  known 
as  the  cupola  floor,  are  two  large  rolls  for  dusting  and  grading  middlings,  an  Empire  bran 
duster,  a  large  receiving  separator,  capable  of  handling  600  bushels  of  wheat  per  hour ;  several 
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bins  for  cleaning  middlings,  and  the  large  dust  room,  in  connection  with  the  purifiers  and  having 
the  Washburn  exhaust,  doing  away  with  all  danger  of  dust  explosion,  it  being  considered  one  of 
the  must  important  and  valuable  milling  inventions  of  the  age.  The  wheat-cleaning  machinery 
may  be  found  in  an  addition  to  the  main  building,  which  was  constructed  especially  for  it.  It 
embraces  grading  reels,  seperators,  cockle  and  dust  machines,  etc.,  all  of  the  most  improved 
modern  construction. 

December  17,  1880,  Mr.  White  retired  and  Mr.  Listman  purchased  his  entire  interest.  C. 
L.  Colman  and  L.  C.  Colinan  at  this  time  became,  with  G.  Van  Steenwyk,  as  .special  partners. 
Thirty-five  men  are  constantly  employed  in  the  mill,  at  a  daily  compensation  of  about  $15.  Be- 
sides this,  thirty  men  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  necessary  barrels  for  the  mill. 
The  original  cost  of  the  mill  at  its  construction  in  1879,  amounted  to  $70,000,  and  in  1880,  the 
improvements  made  amounted  to  $1 5,000,  making  the  present  valuation  of  the  enterprise  ^5,000. 
The  motive  power  of  this  new  and  desirable  addition  to  the  industries  of  La  Crosse  is  a  Rey- 
nolds-Corliss engine  of  250-hor8e  power.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  "  Victor  " 
bu  but  few  rivals  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  its  proprietor  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  work  so  thoroughly  wrought. 
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In  September,  1879,  Yeo  ^  Clark  commenced  the  building  of  a  flouriag-mill,  which  nu 
ei«mp1eted,  ttoeked  witli  the  imemuy  HMMhinerj  and  pnt  into  operation  in  Jaannj,  1880.  Tlw 

mill  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Second  streets,  and  is  built  of  brick,  its  dimensions 
being  40x50  feet,  three  stories  in  height.  Its  machinery  is  impelled  by  a  60  horse-power  Harris- 
Corliss  Engine.  It  has  a  capacity  of  100  barrels  in  twenty-four  hoars ;  five  men  are  steadily  em- 
ployed at  a  weekly  conpeBMition  of  about  $15.  The  wheat  ground  is  purchased  from  the  farmers  m 
the  vicinity,  the  highest  market  price  always  being  paid,  and  the  flour  in  general  is  sold  to  the 
dealers  in  the  city,  although  during  certain  times  of  the  year  a  larae  amount  is  shipped  to  the 
Eaatern  marketa.   The  miU  rqpreaenta  a  total  coat  and  valnation  of  915(000. 

ELEVAT0B8. 

The  purchase  and  shipment  of  grain  forms  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  La  Crosse,  and 
elevators  of  large  capacity  and  innumerable  conveniences  furnish  accommodation  for  storage  of 
Bkipmenta  in  trunt.  In  addition  to  thoee  eonnected  with  the  leveral  mills,  th«re  are  ottun 
which  supply  the  demand  of  vendors  in  die  dty  oontiguoas  to  railway  ondeta  and  oonataody 
occupied. 


W.  W.  OABQILI.  *  BB0.<8  ELEVATOB,  LA  CSOSSE. 


W.  W.  C'n-'iiJl  .(■  Brother  s  Eh  rafor  is  located  on  the  grounds  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  k 
St.  Paul  Railway,  halfway  between  South  and  2>iorth  La  Crosse.  The  building,  which  is  of  frame. 
80x60  and  85  feet  in  height,  was  oommeneed  Oetolwr  S8, 1880,  and  completed  and  operstions 
begun  in  March  following,  at  a  cost  of  83,000.  To  the  north  of  the  main  building  is  an  adJi- 
tion  30x100,  containing  an  engine  of  the  Atlas  Works  pattern  and  tiO-horse  power.  The  ele- 
vator possesses  a  capacity  of  50,000  bushels,  and  requires  the  serrioesof  seren  men,  at  awe^ly 
eost  of  8100. 

The  investment  is  rated  at  8<^,''iO0. 

The  Milwaukee  ^  St,  Paul  Elevator  "  A  "  was  built  in  the  fall  of  1870.  Its  diiaensioDS 
are  40z210«  about  90  feet  high,  and  its  capacity  150,000  bushels.  It  is  located  on  the  groundssf 
the  St.  jPanl  Railway,  a^ljoinin;^  tlie  river  docks,  an')riling  ample  facilities  for  shipments  either 
by  rail  or  water,  the  railroad  having  extended  side  tracks  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  cost 
of  the  building  and  improvements,  including  a  steam  engine,  hoisting  apparatus  and  impiOfcd 
cleaning  maehinery,  was  $60,000  \  and,  during  the  year  1880,  immense  quantities  of  giaia 
were  handled. 

Seven  men  are  constantly  employed,  at  a  total  weekly  compensation  of  8100 ;  and  the 
profits  of  the  enterprise  are  represented  at  a  large  figure. 
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The  La  Crotte  Optra  Sou$»*  <  -The  citizens  of  La  Grosae  are  indeed  jastly  proud  and 
congratulate  themselves  upon  the  possession  of  one  of  the  moat  complete  and  architecturally 
elcg-ant  edifices  in  the  Northwest.  Sitaated  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fourth  streets,  the  La 
Crosse  Opera  Hoase  reflects  credit  upon  the  taste  sod  enterprise  of  its  owners,  upon  the  skill 
of  the  architect  who  formulated  its  designs,  upon  the  artisans  who  aided  in  its  boilding,  and 
upon  the  city  of  which  it  is  a  most  prominent  ornament. 

^e  historj  of  this  temple  of  the  mnses,  dates  haolc  to  the  days  when  *'BridE "  Pomeroy 
was  a  factor  and  a  feature  in  the  daily  life  of  La  Crosse,  and  when  his  enterprise  was  employed 
to  the  development  of  the  city's  resouroea  and  beautifying  of  the  city's  surroundings.  Coming 
to  La  Crosse  with  little  to  commMid  him  to  the  oonsideration  of  her  citizens,  and  with  no  capital 
bnt  tKmgft  enterprise  an^  independence,  he  soon  conquered  antagonism,  sileneed  opposition  and 
seeered  n  prominence  personally  and  professionally,  rarely  accorded  one  more  gifted  than  the 
editor  of  the  La  Crosse  Democrat.  In  1867,  he  erected  the  building  id  which  the  Opera  House 
is  St  present  contained,  and  dividing  his  time  between  llie  editorial  rooms  of  his  paper,  furnished 
in  a  style  of  regal  magnificence,  and  his  privnte  apartments  in  the  same  building  furnished  in 
a  style  of  luxurious  elegance,  he  dreamed  the  happy  hours  away,  until  La  Crosse  became  too 
onendnrably  complacent,  when  he  drifted  away  to  ue  Bast,  to  bankruptcy,  to  obliTion. 

Deity  dresses  each  being  it  sends  into  nature  with  virtues  and  vices  not  communicable  to 
other  men,  but  marking  '*not  transferable"  on  the  garments  of  the  soul;  sends  it  to  perform 
its  turn  through  the  circle  of  life,  to  bo  measured  by  the  quality  of  these  elements  as  they 
appear  to  the  world — certain  virtues  and  powers  Brisk  "  Pomeroy  possasssd,  in  n  remarkable 
degree — can  it  be  said  that  he  possessed  all  ? 

The  cost  of  the  building  when  completed,  in  1867-68,  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
$50,000  to  9100,000 ;  no  one  seems  able  to  deeide  this  mootsd  qneetion,  bat  while  in  process  of 
construction,  the  founder  of  the  enterprise  neede<l  money  for  its  completion,  to  procure  which, 
the  premises  were  morteaeed  to  the  Charter  Oak  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  for 
a  oonsideration  of  935,00^.  When  the  principal  and  interest  beeame  dne,  the  mortgage  was 
foreclosed,  and  the  title  to  the  property  was  vested  in  the  mortgagees. 

This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  George  M.  Bartholomew  assumed  general  direction 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Charter  Oak,  and  that  gentleman  decided  that  all  property  owned  by  the 
eonpany,  should  be  built  or  repaired,  as  the  exengencies  of  the  case  required.  Acting  upon 
this  conclusion,  Mr.  Bartholomew  visited  the  West  in  May,  1879,  and  instructed  W.  L.  Car- 
roll, of  Chicago,  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications  for  the  rebuilding  and  rehabitation  of  the 
La  Crosse  Opera  House.  Upon  receipt  of  the  arehitect's  report,  Mr.  Bartholomew  came  to  La 
Crosse  and  concluded  contracts  in  that  behalf,  the  improvements  to  be  thus  made  to  be  com- 
pleted on  the  basis  of  $10,000  for  the  job.  His  visit  occurred  in  July,  and  early  during  the 
Mowing  month,  the  work  of  demolition  and  reoonstmetion  was  commenced. 

The  plan  contemplated  the  lowering  of  the  floors,  iron  finonts,  plate  glass  windows,  and,  as 
a  finality,  an  opera-house  which  should  challenge  the  admiration  of  those  for  whose  special  and 
general  accommodation  it  was  designed  to  conserve.  These  plans,  with  such  modifications  and 
improvements  as  the  architect  deemed  it  expedient  to  make,  were  proseoated  with  vigor,  and 
their  final  completion  attained  early  in  December  of  the  year  in  which  they  were  decided  upon. 

The  building  has  a  frontage  of  seventy  feet  on  Main  street  by  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  on 
Fourth  strset,  and,  as  already  stated,  is  one  of  the  most  attraetive  edifiees  in  the  Northwest. 
On  the  ground  floor  of  the  western  section  may  be  found  the  cmnfortahle  and  handsomely  ar- 
ranged quarters  of  the  Republican  Leader^  consisting  of  the  counting,  editorial,  job  and  com- 
posing-rooms, every  availaole  ineh  of  space  being  utilised  to  the  best  advantage,  and  most 
admirably  heated  and  lighted.  The  basement  below  contains  the  mailing  and  engine-rooms  of 
the  Leader,  commodious,  eonvenient,  aooessible»  and  in  every  respeet  comporting  with  the  de> 
laands  of  the  business. 
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The  balance  of  the  hrst  floor  is  devoted  to  the  occupation  of  stores. 

In  the  leeond  storj  are  leeated  the  spadom  and  oon?enient  oAeea  of  die  F^atinlmidet  f 

Emiffranten  newspaper,  as  also  the  private  apartments  of  F.  A.  Husher*  iti  editor,  nad  the 
United  States  Land  Office.    The  third  story  contains  the  opera  hoase  proper. 

At  the  head  of  the  stairwaj  on  the  second  floor,  the  rnitor  enters  a  spacious  lobbj,  where 
he  is  confhmted  1^  a  neat  box-office,  from  whieh  he  passes  to  the  auditorium  above  by  a  flight 
of  stairfl,  easy  of  ascent,  and  sufficiently  roomy  to  afford  the  means  of  a  rapid  exit  in  case  of 
excitement  or  danger.  The  auditorium  describes  a  parallelogram  60x110,  divided  into  parquet, 
drees  eirde  and  beloony,  and  will  eomfertably  aeoommodttte  an  andience  of  1,200  penoat. 

The  interior  presents  a  moH  attractive  view  to  the  visitor,  with  its  frescoings,  dnoiagpi, 
lambrequins,  equipments  and  furniture,  and  the  acoustic  qualities  of  the  house  are  said  by  ar- 
tists of  critical  acumen  to  be  unequaled  by  those  of  any  similar  establishment  in  the  country. 

The  ceilings  and  walls  are  fireieoed  in  the  antique,  arabesque  |^yle,  in  bright,  cheerful 
colors,  tastefully  conceived,  finely  execnted  Mid  reflecting  credit  apon  the  artiat  who  designed 
them,  Mr.  Harding,  of  Milwaukee. 

The  ftnrnitnre  eonrists  of  npholstered  iron  opera  ehairs,  maanfiuitaved  tt  the  Bneine  eoM'* 
pany's  works,  and  possess  a  remarkable  degree  of  comfort. 

The  parquet  is  48x40,  with  the  floor  gradually  descending  to  the  stage,  which  is  plainly 
▼iaible  from  any  portion,  surrounded  by  the  dress  circle  and  gallery,  and  so  inclined  that  the 
view  from  the  rear  is  equally  good  as  that  in  front.  To  the  right  and  leh  of  the  stage  are  two 
private  boxes,  luxuriously  upholstored,  with  oi^NMAty  for  a  smaU  party  in  eaoht  ud  lending  a 
rich  and  pleasing  aspect  to  the  surroundings. 

The  stage  is  loeated  at  the  south  end  of  the  hnilding,  diirty-two  feet  in  depth  and  twenty- 
four  feet  from  wing  to  wing,  with  ample  space  between  the  latter  for  the  manipulation  of  scenery 
and  properties.  It  was  constructed  by  Wallace  Hume,  of  GhioagOt  and  in  every  detail  indicates 
the  skill  of  an  artist  in  its  arrangement  and  accessories. 

The  eoenery  is  the  work  of  W.  J.  Gunning,  also  of  Chieego^  a  painter  of  established  repn- 
tation  and  exquisite  taste.  It  consists  of  twelve  complete  sets,  with  the  usual  complement  of 
flies  and  substitutes,  and  is  made  up  of  pictures  from  nature,  wonderfully  real.  The  drop  car- 
tun,  also  by  Mr.  Gunning,  is  a  veritable  ehef-tC  mare  of  artistio  genius,  representing  a  passage 
firom  the  life  of  Sardanapalus. 

The  green-room  and  retiring-rooms  of  the  performers  are  beneath  the  stage  and  to  the  rear 
of  and  adjoining  the  box  office.  They  are  fully  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and  ar- 
ranged with  an  eje  to  the  comfort  and  adaptation  of  the  occupant.  The  orchestra  is  directly  in 
front  of  the  stage,  surrounded  by  a  railing  and  so  low  that  the  sight  of  the  stage  is  unimpeded. 
The  theater  is  liehted  by  a  chandelier  pendent  from  the  dome,  the  lines  of  which  conform  beau- 
tifiill^  to  the  arwiteotural  dengn  and  finish  of  die  theater,  together  with  foot-lighte  and  spaika, 
distributed  at  convenient  distances.  Entrance  is  effected  by  the  Main  street  stairway  ;  exit  by 
that  and  the  flight  on  Fourth  street,  and  so  complete  are  arrangements  in  this  connection,  that 
an  audience  of  1,200  have  been  known  to  gain  the  street  and  the  gas  extinguished  in  less  than 
three  minutes. 

The  building  was  completed  and  dedicated,  with  formal  ceremonies,  on  the  evening  of  De- 
cember 22, 1879,  the  exercises  consisting  of  an  oration  by  the  Hon.  Charles  Seymour,  followed  by 
mnsieal  selections,  and  clonng  with  al»all,  attended  by  the  moot  eultirated  rseidents  of  La 
Crosse.  Since  that  event,  the  opera  house  has  been  appropriated  to  the  uses  for  which  it  was 
intended.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Charter  Oak  Company,  except  the  southwest  corner  of  Main 
and  Fourth  streets,  formerly  occupied  as  the  office  of  the  Demoeraiy  which  was  purchased  in  the 
spring  of  1881  by  John  Ulrieh,  who  remodeled  the  interior  end  thence  removed  the  ellee  of  the 
Ifordttern. 

The  interest  of  the  Charter  Oak  is  said  to  be  valued  at  ^0,000. 
Piffntr't  Bioek.'^hk  1868,  A.  Pfiffner  erected  n  fine  building  on  Main  etieet,  betwesn 
Second  and  Third  streets.  It  ie  two  stories  high,  20ji80.   In  1878,  an  additional  building  wis 
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erected  on  the  eest  side,  elso  two  stories  hish,  and  in  dimensions  24x80.  In  1876,  still  another 
one  was  ereeted,  86x80,  and  two  itoriee  hi^.   The  first  stories  are  oocnpied  by  L.  Strinam, 

where  may  be  found  an  excellent  assortment  of  dry  goods,  and  A.  Pfiffner's  saddlei^  and  har- 
ness store.  The  second  stories  are  occupied  by  Mrs.  Jacobs,  dressmaking ;  Mills  Tonrtelotte, 
law  office,  and  tbe  Mercantile  Agency  of  K.  G.  Dun  &  Co.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building 
was  830,000,  whiek,  together  inth  |l2,000  the  ooet  of  the  lots,  makes  a  total  valoation  of 

♦42,000. 

Po$t  Office  Block.— In  January,  1871,  Alexander  McMillan,  W.  R.  Sill  and  H.  I.  Bliss 
finished  their  6ne  boilding  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets.  Tbe  corner  room 
on  the  first  floor  was  leased  by  tlie  Government  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  to  be  devoted  to  the 
nrposes  of  a  post  office,  at  tbe  expiration  of  which  time,  in  1881,  it  was  vacated,  and  tbe  room 
tted  np  for  a  store,  and  is  now  ooeopied  by  Sigmnnd  Gntman,  dealer  in  clothing  and  gentle- 
men's furnishing  goods.  Thi.s,  together  with  the  drug  store  of  T.  H.  Spence,  now  constitutes 
the  first  floor.  On  the  second  floor  are  the  offices  of  A.  &  D.  D.  McMillan,  lumber  dealers ; 
Lill  k  Bliss,  surveyors,  etc. :  Dr.  Shephard  and  Dr.  Miller.  Tbe  entire  third  story  is  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  a  ball  and  is  occupied  by  the  Mssonic  Lodges.  The  building  is  constructed 
of  red  brick,  haa  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet  on  Main  street  and  extends  eighty  feet  on  Third  street. 
It  is  elegantly  and  substantially  built,  representing  a  cost  of  ^17,000. 

Healey't  Block. — One  of  the  finest  and  most  substantial  buildings  in  the  eitj  was  ereeted 
by  B.  B.  Healey,  in  1878,  on  the  corner  of  Second  and  Main  streets,  extending  seventy-five 
feet  on  Second  street,  and  having  a  frontage  of  150  feet  on  Main  street.  It  is  built  of  red  brick, 
is  two  stories  high,  exeapt  the  oomer  part  whii^  is  tiiree  stories,  and  eontains  all  the  modem 
improvements  in  the  matter  of  gas  and  water  works,  etc.  Tbe  first  floor  is  occupied  by  J.  W. 
Toms  &  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  crockery  and  glassware ;  Qutman  Brothers,  dry  goods  and 
clothing ;  Hansoome,  boots  and  shoes ;  H.  Berger  &  Co.,  dry  goods  and  clothing.  These  stnres 
are  all  very  el^antlj  and  neatlT  arranged.  On  the  second  floor  are  the  offices  of  Fruit  & 
Brindley,  attorneys  and  counselors  at  law  ;  H.  M.  Saffbrd,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law  ;  W. 
A.  Anderson,  physician ;  George  Gund,  brewer,  and  Thomas  A.  Dyson,  attorney  and  counsel- 
or at  law.  The  entire  third  story  is  devoted  to  die  purposes  of  a  hall,  wkidi  is  eommodions  and 
well  ventilated,  and  is  occupied  by  the  Nordan  Society.  This  magnificent  building  represents  a 
total  cost  of  $25,000,  which,  together  with  #20,000,  the  value  of  tho  lots,  makes  its  valuation 
M6,000. 

Rodolf's  Block.— In  1868,  Theodore  Rodolf  erected  a  magnificent  building.  24x80,  three 
stories  high,  on  tbe  southwest  oomer  of  Main  and  Third  streets,  devoting  the  entire  tbird  story 
to  tbe  purposes  of  a  hall.  Tbe  building  is  constructed  of  red  brick,  with  heavy  cut  stone  adorn- 
ing the  windows  and  doors.  The  basement  is  now  occupied  by  Marcus  Anderson  for  a  carpet- 
room,  which  is  tastefully  and  elegantly  arranged.  He  also  occupies  the  first  floor  as  a  dry 
goods  department,  where  may  be  found  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  stocks  in  tbe  city. 
On  the  seoond  floor  are  the  offioes  of  W.  W.  Cargill  ft  Brother,  grain  dealers  and  eommission 
merchants,  who  occupy  two  rooms.  Here  also  is  an  elegant  and  commodious  room,  used  by  the 
Yoong  Men's  Library  Association.  Tbe  ball  on  tbe  tbird  floor  is  occupied  by  the  two  Lodges 
of  the  Aneient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  two  of  tiie  Knights  of  Honor  liodees,  the  Legion 
of  Honor,  and  Chosen  Friends.  In  1870,  an  addition  was  built  on  the  west  side,  of  the  same 
material,  also  24x80,  three  stories  high,  with  a  basement  which,  together  with  the  first  floor,  is 
oeoapied  by  Stavrum  &  Hulberg,  dealers  in  clothing  and  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods.  In  the 
iSQond  story  are  the  offices  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Ballard  and  a  second  commodious  room  occupied  by  the 
Yoong  Men's  Library  Association.  In  the  third  story  is  the  La  Crosse  Business  College,  J.  L. 
Wallace,  proprietor  and  owner.  In  1878,  still  another  addition  was  built  on  tbe  west  side, 
85x80,  and  three  stories  high,  inoluding  a  stairway  eight  feet  in  width.  On  the  first  fioor  is  the 
fflasic  emporium  of  I.  G.  Loorais.  He  also  occupies  the  basement.  On  the  second  floor  is  the 
office  of  Theodore  Rodolf  &  Son,  insurance  agents,  and  that  of  Cyrus  K.  Lord,  attorney  at  law 
nd  red  estate  agent.   The  third  story  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  hall,  and  ooco- 
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pied  by  different  lodges  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  The  entire  building  is 
^gbty  feet  on  Third  street,  and  has  a  frontage  on  Sfain  ■treet  of  eigh^-thrce  feet.  It  is  aib> 
stantially  built,  well  .supplied  with  all  the  modern  improvements  in  the  matter  of  gas  and  water 
works,  and  is  ornament  to  the  city.  The  cost  of  construction  was  935,000  and  the  valoation 
of  the  lota  916,000,  making  a  total  Talaatton  of 952,000. 

Levt/*$  Block — Located  at  the  northwest  comer  of  Pearl  and  Front  streets — a  most  vala- 
able  property  and  an  ornamental  addition  to  the  buBiness  portion  of  La  Crosse.  It  was  com- 
menced, 80  to  speuk,  in  1865,  and  completed  in  Itill.  During  the  former  period,  Mr.  Levy 
erected  the  comer  building  of  the  block,  the  aaone  being  of  briek,  two  stories  higjh,  wink  diiBflB> 
sions  35x100,  and  costing  $10,000.  Five  years  later,  commercial  demands  for  more  room  in 
this  part  of  the  city  induocd  Mr.  Levy  to  complete  an  addition  to  the  original  improvement  at 
an  ezpenee  of  922,600.  The  building  is  a]ao  of  briek,  two  stories  high,  100x187^.  and  fu>> 
nishes  roomy  and  convenient  quarters  for  trade  and  commerce.  The  block  is  occupied  for 
wholesale  grocery,  warehouse  and  other  pmrpoeae,  ia  valued  at  9^0,000,  and  produoea  a  net  in* 
come  of  9d.000. 

Th$  La  Orotit  National  Bank  Building — ^In  progress  of  oompletion,  and  one  of  the  most 
spacious,  elegant  and  prominent  edifices  in  the  city,  is  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Main 
and  Third  streets.  The  corner  building  was  put  up  by  the  National  Bank,  while  the  east  forty 
ftet  ia  devoted  to  the  ooenpation  of  premitee  erected  by  G.  C.  Hizon,  all  under  the  snper 
intendenee  of  C.  F.  Struck,  architect. 

The  improvement  was  commenced  early  in  June,  1881.  The  foundations  are  of  stone,  se- 
curely laid  in  cement,  the  upper  stories  being  built  of  St.  Louis  pressed  brick,  faced  with  Li 
Crosse  limestone. 

The  fii-st  floor  is  occupied  for  banking;  purposes.  The  room  is  38x21  J  feet,  entered  from  the 
comer  throush  a  doorway  fl&nked  on  either  side  by  polished  granite  pillera,  and  lighted  by 
irmdowB  similariy  ornamented. 

To  the  rear  of  this  is  the  directors'  room,  21x12  feet,  handsomely  finished  and  famislM^ 

and  fronting  the  vault  constructed  in  the  walls,  7x10  feet,  and  of  the  most  approved  materiil, 
including  the  lining,  whicli  is  of  hardened  steel,  thus  rendering  it  absolutely  iire  and  burgUr 
proof. 

The  second  story  is  devided  up  into  offices,  single  and  en  suite,  which  for  finish  and  elegance 
are  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  city.  Uixon's  building  has  a  front  of  40  feet  on  Main  street, 
and  is  two  atones' high.  The  ground  floora  ars  to  be  oeeniMed  aestoni»  llie  npper  story  for 
offices. 

Tlie  buildings  are  heated  by  ateam,  and  sapplied  with  every  improvement  which  skill  or 

fancy  can  suggest. 

OiW»  Moek. — To  the  enterpriie  and  liberality  of  Abner  Gile  is  the  city  of  La  Crosse 
and  the  admirers  of  architectural  superiority  visiting  the  city  indebted  for  the  erection  and 
ornamentation  of  this  handsome  edifice,  located  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Main  and  Fourth 
atreeta. 

Previous  to  1880,  tkeGOe'a  Block  site  waa  ooeapied  by  a  row  of  unpretentious  frame  boild- 
ings,  low  and  forbidding  in  appearance,  the  homes  of  limited  accomodations,  if  not  of  misery.  In 

1879,  negotiations  fur  a  purchase  of  the  premises  were  begun  between  Mr.  Gile  and  the  late 
John  Hays,  the  owner,  which  were  concluded  during  the  same  year,  and  the  transfer  made  for  a 
valuable  consideration.  Thereupon  Mr.  Gile  contracted  for  the  buildint^  of  the  block  which 
bears  his  name,  after  plans  and  specifications  furnished  bv  C.  F.  Struck,  and  in  the  spring  of 

1880,  the  old  bnildii^  having  hem  laied,  neaswhiM  the  foandakkma  wave  Inid  and  Ae 
premises  speedily  crystelliaed  into  one  of  the  moat  oonvonient  and  daborately  finiihed  impravc* 
ments  in  the  West. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  with  a  frontage  of  106  feet  on  Main  street  by  80  feet  on  Fourth 
Street,  ia  three  atoriea  high,  the  windows  and  exterior  walla  b«ng  finiahed  with  atone  trinumagk 
It  is  fitthioned  after  the  modem  gothic  atyle  of  aidiiteotura^  win  fear  galfaaiaed  ifoa  padimiali 
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on  Main  street  and  two  of  the  same  material  on  Fourtli  street,  ornamented  with  tine  eutinn, 

and  presenting  the  appearance  both  pleasing  and  finished.  At  the  corner  of  the  streets  the 
building  is  finished  with  a  tower  90  feet  high  from  the  grade  of  the  street,  ornamented  on  four 
sides  with  dormer  windows  with  place  for  a  town  clock,  visible  to  the  inhabitants  for  miles 
around. 

The  interior  of  the  building  is  finished  in  harmony  with  the  elegance  characterizing  the 
entire  job,  at  the  same  time  substantial  beyond  comparison.  The  ground  floor  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Fourth  streets  is  oeeapied  by  the  post  office,  adjoining  whieh,  on  the  east,  is  the 
dry  goods  store  of  John  Smith  &  Co.,  for  which  the  second  and  third  stories  of  the  building  oa 
Main  street  are  also  reserved.  The  remainder  of  the  second  floor  is  devoted  to  the  occupatiott 
of  offices,  and  the  third  storj  to  the  uses  of  an  armorv  bj  the  La  Crosse  Light  Guards. 

The  lot  and  improTements  cost  a  total  of  940,000,  and  a  handsome  percentage  is  rssliied 
4ni  the  investment. 

Qermania  Hall. — The  present  hall  of  the  German  societies  is  situated  in  their  beaoUfiil 
garden  on  Fifth  stresi,  hetween  Ferry  and  Market  streets.   The  design  of  the  bnildiog  was  exe> 

cuted  by  the  architect,  C.  J.  Struck.  The  building  was  constructed  in  1877,  and  is  an  ornament 
to  the  city.  It  is  62x110  feet,  two  stories  30  feet  high,  and  with  a  basement.  It  has  a  pinzza 
and  large  pillars  in  front.  The  basement  contains  two  parlors,  dining-rooms,  and  the  necessary 
apartments,  and  is  neatly  and  tastefblly  arranged.  The  muin  hall  is  ■'>0x4O,  with  a  large  hallos- 
trade  for  promenading  leading  around  it.  This  is  adorned  with  pillars  which  support  the  gal* 
leriea  and  are  commodious,  is  pleasant,  giving  those  who  do  not  desire  to  participate  in  theirsports 
a  fine  place  to  promenade.  The  galleries  are  spacious  and  well  arranged.  The  hall  is  lighied 
during  an  evening  by  a  sun-burner  which  gives  an  excellent  effect  and  an  abundance  of  light. 
The  rooms  for  ladies  are  arranged  so  that  every  necessarj  comfort  is  at  hand.  The  building  ii 
of  brick,  and  represents  a  total  cost  of  315,<»00. 

Th€  Intematimal  Hotti,^'S!h»  V\it  tlio  International  Hotel  was  first  occupied  forren- 
dence  purposes  in  1842,  wlien  a  man  known  by  the  heroic  title  of  "  Col.  Mills,"  and  hailing  from 
Dubu(|ue,  settled  in  future  La  Crosse  and  erected  a  frame  house  at  the  corner  upon  which  the  la- 
temational  is  now  located.  The  premises  where  subsequently  ooeupied  by  Dr.  B.  Bennett  and 
family,  who  came  from  Detroit  in  1844.  It  was  afterward  owned  by  Jacob  Spauldiiig.  of  Black 
River,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  in  1846,  by  John  M..LeYy,  whence  its  history  as  a  hotel 
dates. 

The  International  was  originally  built  in  1807,  at  an  expense  of  $70,000,  and  was  con- 
sidered at  that  lime  one  cf  the  most  complete  hotel  structures  in  the  State.  But  with  the  id- 
vance  of  time  it  became  apparent  that  the  building  was  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  a  traveUog 
publie,  and,  in  the  winter  of  1877-78,  plans  were  perfected  for  a  complete  re*lmiMing  and  re-fin^ 
nishing  of  the  structure.  The  work  was  accordingly  commence<l  under  the  direction  of  C  F. 
Struck,  an  architect  who  furnished  the  designs  for  Gerroania  Hall  and  other  buildings  in  La 
Crosse,  and,  when  completed,  furnished  additional  evidence  of  the  skill  and  enterprise  to  be  foaod 
,in  the  "Gateway  City."' 

The  house  is  four  stories  high,  with  a  frontage  of  05  feet  on  Front  street,  and  a  depth  of  IS*) 
feet  on  Pearl  street,  and  so  re-modeled  and  decorated  as  to  defy  comparison  with  its  former  ap 
pearance.   The  dingy  brick  work  was  pointed  off,  the  cornices  and  other  iron  work  tastely  pcintsd 
and  sanded,  and  French  plate  substituted  for  the  oontraetod  panes  of  glass  whieh  senred  to  ills* 
minate  to  a  limited  extent  the  interior. 

The  arrangements  of  the  house  are  complete  and  in  detail.  The  office  is  remarked  and  sd* 
mired  by  all,  the  English  tiles  which  furnish  a  sure  and  handsome  foundation  in  the  vestibule  srs 
extended  into  this  department,  and  laid  in  hnmlsomc  patterns.  The  colors  are  French  graj, 
chocolate,  yellow  and  slate  color,  affording  sufficient  contrast  to  define  the  patterns  distinctly,  bat 
harmonising  well  with  the  diurfc  and  light  wood-paneled  wainscoting  and  finish  of  the  room.  Tke 
woods  used  are  of  black  walnut  and  butternut,  relieved  by  light  moldings  of  yellow  pine.  The 
heavy  carved  counter  on  the  right  of  the  office  is  even  more  ornate,  and  in  its  construction,  odier 
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woods  are  used  though  harmoQizing  with  the  other  fittings  of  the  room.  The  stairway,  leading 
by  easy  flights  to  the  second  floor,  is  constructed  of  the  same  woods  and  in  the  same  style. 

Opening  onto  Pearl  street  and  adjoining  the  oflice,  is  the  ladies'  reception-room,  finished  in 
the  same  style,  tastily  furnished,  and  intended  as  a  convenient  and  comfortable  retiring-place  for 
lady  guests.  Adjoining  is  a  toilet-room  provided  with  mirrors,  hot  and  cold  water,  and  every 
convenience. 

The  dining-room  is  on  the  same  floor,  opening  on  to  Front  street,  and  is  40x50.  The  wain- 
scotings  and  window-casings  are  of  fancy  woods,  the  windows  of  heavy  plate-glass  shaded  by 
insiide  blinds,  and  the  furniture  and  equipments  of  walnut  and  oak.  This  apartment  ia  pro- 
nounced by  travelers  and  connoisseurs  as  one  of  the  largest,  best  arranged,  ventilated  and  finished, 
of  any  in  the  West. 

The  second  floor,  also  re-built,  contains  bath-rooms,  sample-rooms,  suites  and  the  parlors, 
furnished  in  the  latest  style,  in  the  newest  and  most  fashionable  designs.  The  upper  floors  are 
appropriated  to  the  demands  of  guests. 

The  bouse  contains  75  sleeping-rooms,  including  4  suites,  and  12  others  capable  of  being 
made  into  suites  for  the  accommodation  of  large  parties.     Of  these,  25  are  parlor  bedrooms — 
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each  furnished  in  elegant  style,  but  no  two  of  them  with  the  same  pattern.  The  floors 
are  carpeted  with  Brussels,  the  walls  papered  with  designs  representing  fern-leaves,  the 
arrangement  and  shade  of  the  background  being  difl'erent.  The  furniture  in  each  of  these  rooms 
is  of  the  most  fashionable  drawing-room  styles,  including  sofas,  divans,  easy  chairs,  marble-top 
tables  and  washstands,  magnificent  panel  beds,  etc.  The  remaining  sleeping  apartments  are 
neatly  but  not  so  elaborately  furnished,  but  far  in  advance  of  the  best  rooms  ordinarily  furnished 
guests  in  towns  of  l.'>,00<)  inhabitants. 

The  house  is  handsomely  furnished  and  carpeted  from  cellar  to  garret,  provided  with  eleva- 
tors, billiard,  reading,  writing  and  consultation  rooms,  lighted  with  gas  and  afford  a  place  of 
elegant  retreat  to  the  traveler  or  citizen  from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  business  life. 

The  property  is  owned  by  John  Gund,  and  is  valued  at  ^75,000. 

Cameron  House. — This  hotel  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Second  and  Vine  streets,  is  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Y  extending  from  North  La  Crosse,  on  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  to 
which  it  belongs,  and  is  modeled  on  the  same  plan  as  the  Minneapolis  Hotel  of  the  same  company. 
It  is  56x140,  and  is  built  of  Milwaukee  brick,  is  four  stories  in  height,  surmounted  with  towers 
and  a  mansard  roof,  which  is  nearly  sixty  feet  from  the  ground.    The  building  was  designed 
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which  it  commiildt  a  moet  extensive  view  from  its  towers  and  from  which  it  is  very  acees- 
sible.  The  rooms  are  unuflually  large,  light  and  airy,  and  in  all  its  appointments  the  hotel  shows 
that  it  was  planned  fur  mure  with  a  view  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  its  guests  than  to  the 
Dunber  it  oonid  be  mede  to  shelter  inmde  its  walls.  The  first  story  contains  the  ndtelaad  rwlvty 
ticket  offices,  reception  and  waiting  rooms  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  railway  eating-room, 
dining-room,  kitdien,  hall,  etc.  It  is  16  feet  in  heisht.  The  second  story  is  13  feet.  It  ooataiaa 
twenty-four  rooms  of  an  nverage  sise  of  11x17,  the  projections  of  the  bnitding  adding  to  Ae 
siseof  the  rooms  abutting  upon  them.  A  large  parlor  and  a  ballway  of  10  feet  in  width  eoB' 
plete  the  story.  The  third  story  is  14  feet  in  height,  and  contains  nineteen  rooms  of  the  same 
size  as  those  underneath.  In  the  fourth  story,  which  is  inclosed  hy  the  mansard  roof,  there  are 
five  large  rooms.  The  main  tower  has  a  room  of  28x28,  and  is  known  as  tbe  cnginecn  roooi, 
it  being  devoted  to  that  clafl3  of  the  employes  of  the  railway.  The  first  story  is  finished  in  red 
oak,  while  the  upper  ones  are  in  pine.  These  are  all  connected  by  a  wide,  masaire  stiirway, 
with  large,  square  landings  midway  of  each  stoiT,  from  which  an  outlook  is  had  of  all  that 
passes  on  below.  ,  The  whole  establishment  is  in  Marge  of  W.  D.  Fox,  an  experienced  laodbrd, 
who  has  been  in  the  business  for  twenty-one  years,  much  of  this  time  under  the  auspices  of  the 
present  company,  whose  othcials,  on  their  recent  annual  tour,  indorsed  him  by  most  compli* 
mentary  rseolntion,  and  expressed  the  hope  Uiat  he  would  long  oontinne  in  his  prasenfe  positioa. 
The  expenses  of  the  hotel  aTsiage  f 1,000  per  week.  The  cost  of  the  buUdtng  and  groonds  if 
estimated  at  960,000. 

OAS  WOBKS. 

The  La  Crosse  Gas  Works  were  established  in  1860,  by  Daniel  Wells,  who  famished  the 

necessary  finances,  and  Arnold  &  Blanchard,  who  furnished  the  iron  and  co^l,  with  Brewster  A 
Bokee  as  Superintendents.  They  erected  three  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  the  lot,  between 
GroTO  street  and  the  La  Crosse  River,  one  being  nsed  as  a  retort-house,  another  as  a  purifying- 
house,  and  the  other  aS  an  ofiice.  They  at  once  began  the  manufacture  of  giis,  first  by  oil  and 
charcoal,  and  then  by  means  of  oil  and  wood  (blocks  and  sawdust),  these  both  proving  failures. 
They  had  just  begun  tbe  manufacture  of  gas,  and  before  the  gasometer  had  been  lifted,  Mr. 
Bokee,  while  testing  it  to  see  if  there  were  any  leaks,  lighted  a  mateh,  from  whieli  the  gas  instantly 
ignited,  causing  an  explosion  which  almost  destrriyod  the  gasometer,  and  might  have  resulted 
fatally  to  Mr.  Bokee,  had  he  not  in  falling  been  caught  in  a  large  tank  of  water.  Subsequently, 
a  Mr.  Clark  came  from  Milwaukee  to  make  the  necessary  repurs  and  superintend  the  works. 

John  Greenleaf  purchased  the  entire  works  in  1865,  and  erected  on  the  comer  of  Seeoai  . 
and  State  streets  a  small  building  for  the  manufacture  of  gasoline,  which,  however,  proved  a 
failure.    Walker  &  Brown  then  purchased  the  works,  but  no  reliability  was  placed  upon  the 
nannfireture  of  gas  until  1860,  when  A.  ft  D.  D.  McMillan  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 

Work<,  purchasing  the  remaining  interest  soon  afterward.  In  the  fall  of  1860.  a  ?kating  rink 
was  built  back  of  the  gas  works  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  but  this  not  proving  a  valuable  invest- 
ment, the  building  was  used  as  a  coalsbed.  About  eight  hundred  tons  were  stored  in  this  bniM* 
ing,  which  bore  so  heavily  upon  the  posts  that  supported  it,  that  it  suddenly  gaye  way,  predm- 
tating  the  coal  down  the  river  bank,  a  small  portion  of  it  going  into  the  river.  Subeequeut^, 
in  1873,  two  new  sheds  were  built,  each  80x72. 

As  soon  as  the  McMillans  purchasied  the  works,  they  began  extensiTo  improreraents  by 
laying  new  pipes  throughout  different  parts  of  the  city,  also  enlarging  the  grounds  to  double 
their  area,  so  they  now  occupy  all  the  space  between  Grove  street  and  the  La  Crosse  River  on 
the  south  and  north,  and  Second  and  Third  streets  on  tbe  west  and  east.  They  built  a  brick 
retort  house  in  1880,  86x40,  at  a  cost  of  8^,000.  This  contains  four  arches,  three  of  dwa 
being  filled  with  five  retorts  each,  the  fourth  being  vacant,  but  capable  of  holding  five  oion 
retorts  also. 

The  gasometer,  cylindrical  in  shape,  is  85  feet  in  diameter,  and  16  feet  deep,  indcsed  wtthia 
an  octagonal  building,  45  feet  in  diameter.   The  purifying  house  is  22xSi8 ;  lime  house,  IftiSB; 
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ooke  shed,  20x72 ;  work  shop,  22y28 ;  «  inMhtne>shop,  16x20,  eonteining  •  imall  engine,  » 

r>rpc\  Intlio,  haml  pliiner  and  other  nocessnry  tools ;  an  office  and  meter  room,  20x2>*.  The 
compaujr  also  have  a  very  fine  jel  photometer,  for  testing  the  illuminatinK  power  of  the  gas,  and 
experimental  sf>par»ta8  for  testing  the  relative  meHta  m  gaa  barners.  'ihej  have  about  eight 
milea  of  pipe,  and  sixty-one  lamp  posts.  Six  hands  are  steadily  employed  at  a  weekly  compen- 
sation of  ^84,  but  in  doing  extra  work,  such  as  laying  mains,  forty  hands  are  frc»|uently  em- 
ployed. The  original  cost  of  the  works  when  purcliased  by  A.  &  D.  D.  McMilhvn  was  080,000, 
and  the  total  ioToetment  now  amoants  to  ^KJO.dOO. 

The  officers  of  the  comp^iny  are  Alex  McMillan,  President ;  D.  D.  McMillan,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer;  George  McMillan,  Superintendent. 

TBLBPHONS  BXOHANGB. 

This  great  convenience  and  necessity  to  the  business  interests  of  the  city  is  established  in 
the  telegraph  office  at  No.  8  Main  street,  F.  \V.  Bendel  being  the  operator  in  charge,  and  C. 
F.  Eckel,  proprietor.  The  Bell  Telephone  is  the  one  used,  and  the  switch  board  containing 
fifty  wires  is  that  of  Pott  &  Co.  From  two  to  six  connections  can  he  mad*  t  •  ach  wire.  At 
jiresent,  there  are  hut  sixty-fivo,  requiring  thirty-two  wires,  which  has  a  total  len^^th  of  thirty- 
tive  milea,  the  most  distant  point  with  which  a  connection  is  had  being  two  and  a  half  miles.  It 
has  been  tested  for  a  distance  of  four  miles,  and  found  to  work  perfectly.  The  first  connection 
raa«le  was  from  the  boat  store  of  P.  S.  Davidson,  at  La  Crosse  Landing;  to  liis  mill  at  North  La 
Crosse,  May  1, 187^.  The  next  was  constructed  to  Cargill's  office,  thence  to  Green  Bay  depot, 
and  thence  to  Gnnd's  Brewery.  At  present,  there  are  thirty-two  linea  in  the  city,  employing 
sixty-five  instruments.  Two  lines  extend  to  North  La  Crosse.  There  is  probably  not  a  single 
appliance  connected  with  the  working  of  the  telephone  which  is  not  patented,  and  of  necessity, 
much  more  expensive  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  Two  of  these  instruments,  the  Hard 
Telephone,  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  Bell  Tetephone  Oompany,  and  the  transmitter  bat- 
tery, the  property  of  the  American  Telephone  Company,  are  never  sold,  and  only  attainable  by 
paying  a  rental.  There  are  doubtless  quite  100,000  of  these  instruments  now  in  use,  the  two 
at  this  point  being  numbered  respectively  46,739  and  49.966.  As  they  were  procured  in  the 
infancy  of  the  system,  it  is  safe  to  infer  that  ita  extension  has  been  donbled  within  the  two  years 
and  upward  that  have  intervened. 

HANirrACTintBB. 

John  Torraneit  f  Son't  Foundry  and  Stove  Manufoetory,  ccHtier  of  La  Oroese  and  Second 
streets.  This  firm  was  established  in  November,  1876,  when  ih»  present  shop,  80x60  feet,  was 
erected.  Subsequently  a  wareliouse,  20x30  feet,  was  built,  now  used  for  store-room  and  office. 
This  firm  manufactures  all  kinds  of  machinery,  brass  work  and  stoves.  Five  leading  styles  of 
stoves  are  made,  and  shipped  to  different  parts  of  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Wiscon-^in.  The  annual 
production  of  stoves  at  this  manufactory  aggregates  /iOO.  Twenty-five  car  loads  of  iron  are 
consumed  annually.  The  fast  increasing  business  of  Torrance  &  Son  demand  more  commodious 
quarters,  whieh  will  be  provided  in  the  ml!  of  1881,  when  will  be  boilt  a  40x60^feot  brick  shop, 
with  engine  room  and  warehouses.  Eight  hands  .ire  constantly  employed  and  it  is  anticipated 
the  growing  business  will  soon  require  double  that  number. 

Thomeli/  jf*  Ott,  West  Wisconsin  Iron  Works,  South  Front  street.  This  firm  was  organtced 
in  1870,  by  Frederick  Thornely  and  Benedict  Ott.  The  present  two-story  frame  building, 
SOxOO  feet,  was  then  erected  and  fitted  with  all  necessary  machinery  for  a  first-class  machine 
shop.  Messrs.  Thornely  i  Ott  are  machinists,  mill  furr  ishers  and  engine  builders,  manufactur- 
ers of  maehinery  of  every  description,  stationary  and  portable  engines,  shafting  and  hangers, 
pulleys,  gear  work  and  every  clnss  of  jn^hing  done  in  a  first-class  machine-shop.  They  opened 
with  four  men  in  the  different  depurtiuenis,  but  their  business  has  increased  with  such  rapidity 
that  within  one  year  seven  experienced  men  have  been  added  to  the  working  force,  which  at 
present  namben  eleven  in  all.   This  firm  now  make  a  specialty  of  sugar-mills  and  sorghum 
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evaporators,  the  pale  of  which  is  extended  through  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  The 
buildings  occupied  by  Thornely  &  Ott  are  a  two-story  machine-shop,  30x60  feet,  a  one-story 
wing,  36x40,  pattern-shop,  18x30  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  and  brick  engine  house,  14x16  feet, 
containing  a  16-horse  power  engine.  Messrs.  Thornely  &  Ott  are  regarded  ns  among  the  sab- 
stantial  firms  of  the  Northwest. 

The  La  Orosae  Steam  Boiler  Works. — These  works,  established  in  1865,  by  Leach  &  Funk, 
were  the  first  in  the  county.  A  small  shop,  previously  started  by  a  Mr.  Stombs,  was  confined 
mostly  to  repair  work,  and  had  been  abandoned  by  its  proprietor,  who  had  returned  to  his  former 
avocation  as  a  steamboat  man.  The  new  works  did  a  business  of  ^8,000  the  first  year.  In 
1866,  Mr.  Funk  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Leach,  and  associated  with  him  as  partner  M. 
Lauer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Funk  &  Lauer.  This  was  dissolved  in  1871,  Mr.  Lauer  retinng. 
since  which  time  Mr.  Funk  has  been  sole  proprietor.  The  business  has  increased  steadih. 
requiring  a  constant  enlargement  of  facilities.  In  1868,  the  site  where  the  works  now  stand 
was  purchased.    In  1869,  a  stone  building.  40x100  feet,  partly  two-story,  waa  erected.  In 
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1879,  another  was  erected,  32x100  feet.  In  1880,  an  adjoining  lot  was  purchased,  and  ao 
additional  building  of  24x40  feet  put  up.  The  last  year  150  tons  of  iron  were  used  in  manu- 
facturing.   The  establishment  employs  eighteen  men  constantly. 

W.  P'  Powers,  plumber,  steam  and  gas  fitter,  manufacturer  of  wood  and  iron  pump*, 
and  dealer  in  elevator  belting,  corner  of  Third  and  Badger  streets.  In  1867,  Mr.  Powers  lail 
the  foundation  for  bis  present  extensive  business  by  the  erection  of  a  pump  factory  on  the  North 
Side  where  the  Washburn  Mill  now  stands.  Here  he  continued  the  manufacture  of  his  j astir 
celebrated  wood  pumps  for  six  years.  In  the  meantime  he  invented  the  "  Powers  Bessimer 
Steel  Sawdust  Conveyor,"  for  conveying  sawdust  in  saw-mills,  splints  and  shavings  in  planiDg 
mills  and  factories,  bark  in  tanneries  and  for  all  purposes  where  rubber  or  leather  belting  is  used 
subject  to  moisture  or  any  unusual  strain  or  wear.  On  this  invention  he  received  patenc 
November  24,  1869,  and  August  26,  1873.  It  is  a  perfect  conveyor  of  sawdust,  bark,  chip*, 
splints  and  shavings,  slabs  and  edgings,  and  any  refuse  matter  about  mills.  It  delivers  thedut 
in  an  even  stream,  is  perfectly  flexible  and  runs  upon  ordinary  wooden  pulleys  as  smoothly  m 
rubber  or  leather  belting  ;  it  is  easily  spliced,  is  not  effected  by  the  heat,  nor  by  the  dampnc** 
of  the  sawdust,  does  not  rust  nor  stretch  and  where  once  adjusted  is  permanent,  always  doing  iu 
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•work  and  requiring  no  care;  where  the  sawdust  is  to  be  delivered  upon  the  grates,  as  is  done 
now  in  nearly  all  first-class  mills,  the  trough  running  over  the  boilers  is  provided  with  openings 
through  the  bottom,  through  which  the  dust  falls  perfectly  screened,  while  the  bark  and  sticks 
are  carried  on  and  discharged  at  the  end  outside  the  fire  room.  Numbers  of  these  conveyors 
are  now  in  use  in  different  portions  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  West 
Virginia,  Florida.  Arkansas  and  Texas.  In  1873,  Mr.  Powers'  increasing  business  demanding 
more  room  and  better  facilities,  he  removed  to  the  south  side  and  for  two  years  was  located  at 
the  head  of  Pearl  street.  In  1875,  he  built  the  stone  building,  30x60  feet,  now  used  as  a  pump 
manufactory  ;  and  in  1880,  the  large  two-story  frame  building.  24x70  feet,  was  erected.  This 
building,  which  is  to  be  veneered  with  brick  the  coming  season,  is  now  used  for  sample  room, 
store  room  and  office.  A  special  feature  of  the  manufacturing  department  is  the  tubular  pump. 
This  improved  pump  is,  to  say  the  least,  almost  invaluable,  and  occasion  is  here  availed  of  to 
commend  it  to  the  citizens  of  La  Crosse  County  for  its  simplicity  of  construction,  intrinsic  worth 
and  moderate  cost.  The  tubular  pump  is  important  from  the  fact  that  an  inexhaustible  supply 
■of  pure  water  can  be  procured  in  any  locality,  whether  in  rock,  clay  or  quick  sand.    It  is  also 
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economical,  as  no  curbing,  or  going  underground  for  repairing,  is  necessary.  By  perseverence 
and  close  attention  to  business  Mr.  Powers  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  his  pumps  are  widely 
known  and  generally  conceded  to  be  the  very  best  in  the  market.  In  1878,  he  added  plumbing, 
and  steam  and  gas  fitting  to  his  business.  This,  although  now  practically  in  its  infancy,  gives 
promise  of  becoming  a  leading  feature  of  his  establishment.  Mr.  Powers  is  also  agent  for  the 
famous  Ilalliday  and  Althouse  &  Wheeler  Windmills.  Aside  from  his  extensive  local  trade  Mr. 
Powers  doe»  a  large  jobbing  business  through  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota. 

John  Jameg  cf-  Co.,  Iron  and  Brass  Founders. — About  twenty-five  years  ago,  George  Leach 
established  the  "  Pioneer  "  Foundry  in  a  small  way,  about  one  hundred  feet  south  of  the  present 
location,  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Xing  streets ;  and,  as  it  was  the  oiAy  foundry  west  of  Mil- 
waukee, it  drew  a  good  business  even  from  the  pine  regions  northwest  of  the  town,  in  that  early 
day  people  coming  for  over  a  hundred  miles  by  team  for  repairs  to  their  machinery.  The 
foundry  supplies  came  from  St.  Louis  by  boats.  About  the  year  1869,  Messrs.  C.  C.  &  E.  G. 
Smith  bought  out  Mr.  Leach  for  311)000,  taking  the  good  will,  land,  buildings  and  machinery  ; 
and,  two  years  afterward,  built  the  present  structure,  which  is  situated  on  lots  having  a  frontage 
on  King  street  of  264  feet,  and  on  Front  street  of  150' feet.    The  building  is  264x50  feet,  with 
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two  wings,  used  respectively  as  a  cupola  and  engine  bouse;  120  feet  of  tbe  building  has  three 
floors;  and,  for  the  size  of  the  place,  was  filled  with  m  fine  machinery  as  could  be  bought  to 
render  it  perfect  in  every  respect,  the  total  cost  being  3^6.000.  In  1874,  Messrs.  Smith  fold 
out  to  Freilric  Thoriielv  ami  John  James,  whf>  carried  on  business  until  1^78.  as  Thnrnelv  & 
James,  when  Mr.  James  bought  W.  Thornely  s  interest,  and  has  since  that  time  carried  on  busi- 
pees  alone,  under  the  s^le  of  John  James  ft  Co.  The  number  of  men  employed  is  between  forty 
and  fifty,  being  an  increase  of  about  twenty  in  the  la^t  three  years.  The  firm  makes  a  specially 
of  manufacturing  the  Benton  Diamond  Millstone  Dresser,  of  which  a  large  number  are  eoU 
yearly.  They  also  make  steam-engines,  waterwheels.  saw  and  flour  mill  and  steamboat  machin- 
ery, turning  out  about  875.000  of  work  annually. 

L(i  Crottse  Plow  Workn. — These  extensive  works,  situated  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Third 
and  La  Crosse  streets,  like  many  of  the  most  flourishing  manufacturing  establishments  of  tbe 
West,  owe  iliar  origin,  rise  and  suceeas  to  the  persistent  labo»  and  persevering  efforts  of  a  angle 
man,  who  made  skill  in  hi.i  business  supplv  tlie  lack  of  capital,  and  the  character  of  his  work  is 
its  own  commendation.  Mr.  Hirshheimer  couunenced  his  career  in  this  line  of  business  in  18t)3, 
working  for  various  parties  in  the  different  branches  of  the  occupation  till  1865,  when  he  soe- 
oeeded  J.  S.  Bantam  in  the  La  Crosse  Plow  W  i  ks.  The  flrst  year  he  built  about  one  hundred 
plows.  Since  then  their  manufacture  has  steaiiily  grown,  until  now  about  three  thousand  plows 
are  turned  out  per  annum.  The  buildings  required  are  of  the  following  dimensions:  Main 
building,  mostly  two  stories,  110x180;  blaeksmith-shop,  40x120;  foundry,  80x40;  eupoh 
room,  12x16;  grinding  and  polishing  room,  30x50;  engine  and  boiler  room,  20xo";  wood 
room,  40x60 ;  paint  and  store  room,  40x110 ;  machine-shop,  25x40 ;  show  room,  30x4u  ;  ware 
room,  two  stories,  50x60.  The  lumber  used  is  chiefly  white  oak,  of  which  from  thirty  to  forty 
thonsand  feet  is  required  yearly.  One  hundred  tons  of  wrought  iron,  thirty  tons  of  cast  inn, 
and  sixty  tons  of  steel  are  used  annually.  About  $15,000  is  paid  out  for  material,  and  the  same 
amount  in  wages.  About  thirty  men  are  employed  steadily  the  whole  year.  These  are  gener- 
ally skilled  workmen  and  men  of  family,  so  that  it  is  computed  that  150  souls  derive  submstenos 
directly  from  this  single  establishment.  That  so  important,  extensive  and  beneficial  business 
should  have  been  built  up  by  one  man  in  the  short  space  of  sixteen  years,  is  most  creditable  alike 
to  its  founder  and  to  the  city  where  such  a  growth  was  possible. 

Smit/i  a-  Mi  rrill,  founders  and  machinists,  corner  of  Badger  and  Second  streets.  In 
Seth  Dean  and  William  H.  Smith  established  a  foundry  and  machine-shop  on  the  corner  of  Bailger 
and  Second  streets,  investing  a  capital  of  8^0,000.  In  1863,  their  capital  had  increasc<i  to 
828,000,  when  they  associated  with  them  Henry  Merrill,  and  tbe  firm  name  became  Dean,  Smith 
k  Co.  Mr.  Morrill  invested  $12,000  in  the  business,  increasing  the  capital  stock  to  S40,00'i. 
In  February,  ltii»8,  their  place  of  business  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  loss  amount* 
ing  to  §35,000.  The  buildings  consumed  by  this  fire  were  three  in  number— one  40x60.  two 
stories  high,  one  40x70,  one  story  high,  and  another  25x50,  one  Story  high.  In  the  saumer 
following,  the  buildings  were  replaced  by  one  large  stone  building,  averaging  250x40.  still  In 
use.  September  15,  1875,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  Dean,  when  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Smith  ft  Merrill.  In  May,  1876,  Mr.  Mmill  deceased,  since  when  the  business  has  been 
conducted  by  Mr.  Smith,  rnder  the  snine  firm  name  of  Smith  Merrill.  In  July,  1879,anodwr 
fire  occurred,  this  time  burning  the  office,  a  building  24x54,  two  stories  high,  the  store  room 
and  paint  shop,  42x80,  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  a  barn  and  other  buildings  of  less  import- 
ance, causing  a  loss  of  810,000,  In  this  foundry  is  manu&etured  the  Clipper  Threshing  Ma- 
chine." in  addition  to  which  a  general  jobbing  work  is  done,  such  as  the  manufacture  "f  mill 
irons  and  castings  oi  all  descriptions,  employing  on  an  average  forty-five  men,  at  a  weekly  coid- 
pensation  of  8850.  The  articles  of  manufoeture  are  mostly  sl)ip[>ed  into  Northern  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  and  :>!!  parts  of  Minnesota.  In  1H75,  the  sales  amounted  to  ?80.000.  but  owin;:  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Merrill  and  the  settlement  of  his  interests,  they  have  not  been  as  large  since  as 
they  otherwise  would  have  been.  His  interests  have  now,  however,  been  all  settled,  and  Mr. 
Smith  is  confident  his  sales  for  the  next  year  will  leach  ^5,000. 
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George  H.  Pierce,  Sash,  Door  and  Blind  Factory. — This  establishment  is  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Hagar  and  Sumner  streets,  in  North  La  Crosse.  It  was  started  bj  A.  S.  Mitchell  & 
Co.,  in  1869,  when  the  main  buildings  now  in  use  were  erected.  Oaorge  H.  Pierce,  the  present 
proprietor,  came  in  possession  in  1^73,  and  has  made  additions  as  required  from  time  to  time, 
to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  of  a  business  that  has  steadilj  grown  from  jear  to  year.  The 
main  bnilding.  which  ia  about  80xS6,  is  used  as  a  planing^miU  and  fiuitory.  The  first  story 
contains  one  planer,  which  will  plane  from  20,000  to  25.^00  fcst  of  lumber  daily;  one  matcher, 
which  will  match  about  15,000  feet  per  day ;  three  bazs-eawa  (one  cut-ofl'  and  two  rip  saws) ;  one 
sidin^madiina,  which  hss  a  capacity  of  10,000  lest  per  day;  one  tarning-latbe  and  all  the  ao- 
csssories  needful  for  speedy  work.  The  second  story  eontains  sash  and  door  macbinwy,  as  two 
•tiekers ;  one  scroll  saw;  two  mortise  and  tenoning  machines;  one  combined  relishing  machine^ 
which  performs  boring,  relishing,  mortising  and  other  distinct  operations;  one  sand-paper  ma> 
chine ;  an  irregular  molder  for  molding  circlea,  ssgments,  elliptics,  orals,  eto.  An  engine-room 
is  attached,  of  about  18x24,  equipped  with  a  twenty-five  horse  power  engine  to  drive  the  above- 
mentioMed  machines.  The  second  building,  but  little  less  in  size,  adjoins  the  main  building, 
and,  like  It,  is  a  two>story  fiiame.  On  the  first  floor  is  an  ofliee,  painting  and  glazing  depart* 
ment,  while  the  second  is  a  storeroom  for  inoldings,  sash,  screens,  doors,  etc.  Near  by  is  a  dry- 
house,  in  which  12,000  feet  of  lumber  is  stored  weekly  for  seasoning  by  the  dry-kiln.  A  separate 
hnilding  is  vsed  solely  for  storage  of  finidiing  lumber.  On  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  lot  ii 
snotber  building  for  storing  finished  work  exdnsivily,  and  is  placed  thus  remotely  to  goard 
sgainst  the  danger  by  fire,  to  which  such  manufactories  are  especially  liable.  As  a  further  pre- 
caution, the  establishment  is  provided  witli  a  force-pump  and  liose,  while  one  of  the  public  hy- 
drants of  the  water-works  is  located  on  the  nearest  corner.  Tiie  mill  requires  600,000  feet  of 
lumber  yearly,  which  is  mostly  pine,  though  a*good  deal  of  liard  wood  is  also  manufactured  into 
flooring,  wainscoting,  inside  blinds,  etc.  The  manufactured  stock  is  shipped  to  points  near  and 
remote.  The  trade  extends  np  Turkey  Rirer,  sonth  into  Iowa,  north  to  Bismarck,  Fargo,  and 
into  Manitoba  and  the  whole  length  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad.  A  large  number  of 
lumber-yards  are  also  supplied.  Mr.  Pierce  has  added  a  specialty  peculiar  to  his  establishment 
only,  riz.,  the  making  of  cabins  for  stesmm,  mainly  on  Red  Riyer,  which  are  shipped  in  a 
knock-down  state  and  put  together  when  required.  In  several  cases,  he  was  given  orders  for 
this  kind  of  work  after  the  parties  had  canvassed  St.  Paul  for  the  work  and  obtained  their  lowest 
prices.  During  the  busy  season,  an  average  of  twenty  hands  are  given  steady  employment,  and 
m  winter  from  twdve  to  fifteen.  From  forty  to  fifty  souls  are  d^ndent  un  the  mill  for  sub- 
sistence, which  pays  out  an  average  of  8750  monthly  for  wages.-  The  business  bss  grown 
steadily,  and  may  now  be  placed  at  not  less  than  I$o0,000  per  year. 

U.  Z.  HaUUad,  windmills  and  pumps.  A  practical  carpenter  and  builder,  commenced  his 
present  business  at  the  stand  now  occupied  on  .Tay  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1880.  The  building  is  a  two-atory  frame  of  24x40,  of  which  the  first  floor  is  devoted  to 
pumps  and  wind-mills  and  ite  second  to  carpenter^woric.  Mr.  Halstead  bae  Ae  agency  of  the 
famed  Eclipse  Wind-Mill,  of  Fairbanks.  Morse  &  Oo.  The  wheels  are  made  to  order,  from  ten 
to  thirty  feet  in  diameter.  They  furnish  ri  safe,  economical  and  convenient  motor,  where  a  sta- 
tionary power  can  be  made  use  of,  and  are  used  largely  for  pumping,  grinding,  sawing,  etc.  A 
ten-foot  whed  is  estimated  to  yield  a  three>quarter  horse>power  ;  one  of  twelve  feet  one  and  a 
half  horse-power.  They  are  placed  on  towers  of  an  average  height  of  thirty-six  feet.  The 
minimum  price  of  a  tower  and  ten-foot  wheel  is  nlaced  at  $90.  In  addition  to  the  above,  a  large 
business  is  done  in  the  sale  of  pomps  of  all  kinos— wood,  iron,  ehdn  and  force-pumps.  These 
are  of  the  noted  Althouse,  Wheeler  &  Co.  pattern,  which  liavc  been  manufactured  for  twenty 
^ears  past,  and  are  known  and  sold  all  over  the  Union,  for  this  vicinity,  pumps  of  fifty  feet 
m  length  are  oomnionly  employed,  water  being  obtuned  at  an  average  depth  of  fifty  feet.  In 
sinking  a  well,  the  usual  method  is  to  curb  it  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  depth,  then  bore 
down  with  a  four  or  six  inch  auger  the  remaining  depth  ;  a  wooden  point  is  then  inserted  in  the 
bottom,  of  two  feet  in  length,  two  and  three-eighth  inches  lu  diameter,  fluted,  and  covered  with 
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brass  wire  gauze  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  meshes  to  the  square  inch,  which  permits  a  free  ingreis 
to  tho  water  while  excluding  the  sand.  Upon  this  other  lengths  are  attached  and  driven  down. 
The  wooden  point  is  m  inyention  of  Mr.  Habtead,  and  admita  three  times  the  water  of  the  old 
iron  point.  In  putting  down  the  iron  pump,  the  same  process  is  pursued.  In  placing  the  tubu- 
lar pump  no  digging  is  required.  The  water  ia  bored  down  to  from  the  surface,  the  sand  pumped 
up  from  inside  a  cylinder,  a  point  is  then  dropped  down,  protected  by  leather  to  keep  out  the 
sand,  and  tho  proper  connections  made.  These  arc  usually  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  inches,  iii> 
side  diameter,  and  are  considered  the  best  for  deep  wells.  Some  are  in  use  at  Salem  150  feet 
in  length.  They  coat  a  third  more  than  the  wood,  but  can  be  placed  where  the  others  cannot  be. 
The  force  pnmp  sold  is  that  of  Talman  Jk  Clough  ;  it  has  the  latest  improvement  in  having  a 
movable  air-chamber,  made  of  a  section  of  gas-pipe,  which  can  be  readily  renewed  in  case  of 
aeoident.  Diameter  of  pipe  used  is  1^  inches ;  hose  |-incb,  with  a  nozzle  of  ^-inch,  which 
will  throw  a  stream  of  water  over  a  two-story  hoose.  Mr.  Halstead  came  to  the  city  in  1869, 
and  was  engaged  in  his  profession  as  a  builder  till  1877,  when  he  became  Sheriff,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  a  term  of  two  yenrs,  went  into  his  present  vocation.  He  eoauneOiOed  in  a  saisU 
way,  and  now  has  an  average  sale  of  100  dozen  pumps  annually. 

Smhy  Doort  and  MoukUnfft.'^Tb^  h/etarj  of  Ole  Larsen,  whieb  is  devoted  to  the  abova 
specialties,  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Pearl  street;  it  is  a  two  story  frame  of  24x60.  He  began 
work  at  this  location  in  1866,  with  four  hands ;  he  now  frequently  employs  from  twen^-hve  to 
thirty  during  the  summer,  which  number  runs  down  to  firom  six  to  ten  in  the  winter.  Upon  the 
first  floor  is  an  engine>room  of  20x20,  with  an  engine  of  twenty-five  horse  poww,  one  planer 
and  matcher,  with  a  capacity  of  from  8,000  to  10,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day ;  one  sticker,  one 
tenronmg  machine,  two  buzz  saws,  one  cross-cut,  one  jig  saw,  one  emory  stone,  etc.  The  second 
floor  contains  saws,  panel  rateer,  turning  laths,  grooving  maebines,  eto.  Abont  250,000  feet  of 
lumber  are  used  yearly,  while  the  sales  amount  to  from  $25,000  to  $30,000.  Of  his  employes 
two-thirds  are  men  of  family,  having  a  total  of  sixty-six  souls  depending  upon  their  eflTorts. 
To  these  nine  more  should  be  added,  making  seventy-five  persons  directly  dependent  upon  this 
factory  for  a  liTslibood.    The  monthly  pay  roll  foots  up  $300. 

Ole  Larsen,  the  proprietor,  was  born  at  Berid,  Norway,  in  1838.  He  was  married  to 
Kandina  Anderson  in  1862,  and  has  a  family  of  seven  children.  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic sobools  of  his  native  country,  and,  when  be  beeame  of  age,  passed  five  years  in  army  service^ 
He  had  a  professional  training  as  a  builder,  commencing  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  a  half  years, 
and  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  its  practical  application  ;  came  to  La  Crosae  directly  firom 
Norway  in  1866,  and  engaged  in  business  at  his  present  stand.  For  a  number  of  years  after 
his  coming,  he  was  engaged  largely  in  building.  He  was  employed  in  erecting  the  Rodolf^ 
Solberg  and  Mons  Anderson  Blocks,  as  also  from  two  to  three  hundred  of  the  smaller  class  of 
residences  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse.  He  had  the  contract  for  building  the  court  house  in  Viro- 
qua,  Vernon  Co.,  where  be  also  built  a  number  of  Norwegian  cbnrobes.  He  is  connected  wiA 
lumber  logging  and  sawing  interests,  and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ole  Larsen  &  Oo.,  in  Csn- 
tralia.  Wood  Co.,  Wis.,  which  has  a  saw-mill  and  lumber  business  at  that  point. 

Norton  ^  KttUr^  manufacturers  of  fanning-mills,  comer  of  Badger  and  Third  streets. 
In  1861,  a  fanning-mill  manufactory  was  established  at  the  head  of  Pearl  street,  by  Henry  M. 
Hart  and  H.  L.  Norton,  and,  for  a  number  of  years,  the  business  was  conducted  under  this  firm 
name  with  great  success.  In  1874,  U.  C.  Hart  became  an  active  member  of  the  firm,  and  the 
business  was  oontinacd  under  the  firm  name  of  Hart  k  Norton.  In  1875,  di«r  place  of  busi- 
ness wjus  removed  from  the  head  of  Pearl  street,  to  the  corner  of  Badger  and  Third  streets, 
where  it  is  at  present  carried  on.  In  1877,  occurred  the  death  of  Henry  M.  Hart,  one  of  the 
original  founders  of  the  business,  and  the  most  active  member  of  the  firm.  In  1878,  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Hart,  Norton  &  Co.,  comprining  H.  C.  Hart,  H.  L.  Norton  and  H.  E. 
Keeler,  remaining  so  until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  Mr.  Norton  and  Mr.  Keeler  purclia-^ed  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Hart,  and  the  firm  became  Norton  k  Keeler.  In  addition  to  the  manufacture  of 
these  implements,  the  firm  also  maaaftetare  portable  milk  and  food  safes,  scrscn  docws,  barrows, 
eto.,  employing  a  force  of  thirty  bands.   The  investaient  is  quoted  at  980,000. 
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Skiff  Yard.^hk  1877,  the  Messrs.  Lovejoy  came  to  the  city  from  Ogdensbarg,  N.  Y., 
where  they  had  been  professional  .skiff  builders',  arid  engaged  in  the  same  employment  here. 
They  iotrodaced  the  St.  Lawrence  River  model  and  style.  These  are  the  noted  Clinker  skiffs, 
and  are  made  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  in  length.  They  build  boats  of  all  rarieties  to  order,  from 
the  light  hunting-boat,  which  can  be  carried  on  a  man's  shoulders,  to  the  mo^t  pretentious  craft. 
One  of  the  latter,  and  the  very  first  they  built,  was  sold  for  over  $100,  and  was  the  one  chosen 
te  accompany  Capt.  Boyton,  the  adventurous  swimmer,  from  St.  Paul  to  La  Crosse,  by  the  re- 
portera  of  the  nawapapers. 

They  make  a  specialty  of  light,  strong,  small  hunting-boats  of  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in 
length,  and  of  only  forty  to  seventy-five  pounds  in  weight  These  boata  are  all  strengthened  by 
from  forty  to  serent^^five  ntdc-elm  ribs,  and  are  made  of  the  beet  clear  selected  pine.  Often  in 
making  boats  to  order,  thej  are  made  of  cedar.  They  often  have  calls  for  inodols  by  parties 
who  deeire  to  make  their  own  boats.    These  they  make  from  their  own  designs,  and  will  furnish 

Bktt«ma  on  demand,  for  the  round,  sharp  and  square  etem,  or  any  Tariety  that  may  be  required, 
nring  the  first  year  they  made  some  twenty- five  boats,  while  in  the  winter  of  18o0  alone,  thej 
turned  out  twenty,  showing  a  most  gratifying  increase  in  business. 

La  OroM*  ikumiture  Auociation — Manufacturers  and  wholesale  dealers  in  all  kinde  of 
fiimiture,  corner  of  Se^d  and  Jay  itreets.  About  twenty^five  years  ago,  Stephen  Moeaer 
came  to  La  Crosse  and  began  the  manufacture  of  furniture  on  a  small  scale.  Year  by  year 
his  business  increased,  and  in  1865,  he  built  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  shop,"  on  the 
comer  of  Second  and  Jay  etreets.  Here  he  eratinved  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  fur- 
niture, until  1878,  when,  on  August  1,  his  extensive  business  wis  disposed  of  to  the  La  Crosse 
Furniture  Association,  himself  retaining  an  interest,  and  being  elected  President  of  the  organ- 
isation. In  1874,  the  business  had  increased  to  each  an  extent  that  more  commodione  qoartora 
were  necessary,  and  Mr.  Moeser  built  the  large  three-story  brick  building  adjoining  the  old 
shop,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  This  he  fitted  witn  modern  machinery,  and,  with  his  increa.sed 
fiMiilities,  the  manu&cture  of  furniture  by  Stephen  Moeser  became  one  of  the  leading  interests 
of  the  ci^.  In  August,  1878,  the  La  Crosse  Furniture  Company  took  possession,  and  made 
varione  improfcments  in  buildings  and  mnchinery.  This  6rm  now  does  a  largo  jobbing  trade 
through  Wisconein,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota.  Thirty  men  are  constantly  employed  in  the 
different  departments.  The  baildings  used  by  the  aieoeiation  in  their  extensive  bwineaa,  are 
the  "old  shop,"  20x70  feet,  one  and  a  half  storic3  high,  the  lower  floor  for  finishing  purposes 
and  the  upper  for  storeroom  ;  the  east  building,  30x60  feet,  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  is  used 
for  storeroom  and  finishing  department.  The  baeement  and  first  floor  of  the  mun  or  brick 
building,  is  used  for  machinery,  the  second  and  third  floors  for  putting  the  furniture  together. 
The  fast  increasing  business  of  this  firm  is  ample  evidence  that  the  goods  manufactured  by  them 
are  of  a  superior  order,  and  command  the  patronage  they  so  justly  merit.  The  present  officers 
of  the  La  Crosse  Furniture  Anociation  are.  Preeidentand  Business  Manager,  W.  F.  Moseer; 
Secretary,  W.  Weigel  ;  Treasurer.  Charles  Zuba. 

R.  Schilling  ^  Co.^  soap  manufacturers.  In  1859,  R.  bchiliing  established  a  soap  manu- 
fbctory  on  Ninth  strset,  between  Fine  and  Badger  stre^.  The  buaineis  wee  coodacted  there 
until  1862,  when  it  was  moved  to  its  prciinnt  site,  corner  of  Division  and  Croes  Streets,  where  it 
has  since  been  successfully  operated.  In  1872,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  SdiiUing,  after 
whidi,  for  >  brief  period,  the  business  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Schilling,  when  I.  Schilling 
became  a  partner  in  conducting  of  the  affiurs,  under  the  firm  name  of  I.  Schilling  &  Co. 
Between  6,000  and  8,000  pounds  of  soap  are  manufactured  weekly,  necessitating  the  employ- 
ment of  four  men.  Nearly  all  of  this  is  sold  to  the  wliolesule  iui<i  retail  merchants  of  La 
Crosse,  who  dispose  of  it  thronghontaU  sections  of  the  cduntry.  The  yearly  sales  amount  to 
$12,000.  Besides  the  manufacture  of  soap,  large  quantities  of  tallow  candles  are  also  made. 
L'ntil  recently,  the  soap  manufactured  consisted  of  liMindry  soap  only,  but  the  firm  has  under- 
taken  the  raannftetnre  of  castile,  eocoanut,  glycerine  and  other  soaps,  f«r  die  toifot  use,  and  hare 
in  oratemplatioD  the  numn&etare  of  sersral  other  kinds.    Until  a  few  months  ago^  the  so^ 
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niB  manufactured  by  means  of  large  kettles  over  a  fire,  bnt  reoaatimproTamflntaof  oooaidHtaUe 
extent  have  been  made,  and  steam  is  now  employed. 

LaCroste  Woolen  MilU. — Established  by' Franz  Blashek,  at  N©.  78  SoDth  Eighth  8tre«t 
dnring  the  year  I860,  with  a  capital  of  about  ^,000,  including  the  ooat  of  imjnrovements.  vii.: 
A  two-story  brick  building,  30xG0  fini^lip  l  and  furnished.  The  business  was  conducted  by  Mr. 
Blasbek,  making  extensive  improvements  from  time  to  time,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  19,  1875,  when  Bobwt  waahek  aaaumed  the  superintendency.  The  old  maehinerj  ia 
1879,  was  abandoned,  and  new  and  improved  machinery  substituted,  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  Aside 
from  the  main  building,  are  three  others,  eucli  20x20,  one  being  used  as  the  djeing  room, 
another  as  the  fulling  and  wash  room,  and  the  the  third  as  a  batting  room.  Mr.  Blaahek  em* 
ploya  eight  handa,  at  a  weekly  compeniation  of  816.  These  are  moatly  ^ria  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  years  of  age.  They  manufacture  yearly,  1.000  yards  of  common  cassimere,  2,000  yards 
of  tiannel,  1,500  pounds  of  jam,  about  100  pairs  of  blankets,  aside  from  this,  doing  a  Urge 
amount  of  onstom  work.  The  yearly  aalea  amount  to  ^,000.  The  goods  are  aold  mosdy  at 
the  mill,  although  a  large  amount  are  shipped  to  markets  throughout  the  Northern  and  Western 
parts  of  Wisconsin  as  also  in  all  parts  of  Dakota.    The  capital  invested  amounts  to  315,000. 

Wi-H(  Wixriniun  Vinegar  Worki — Were  established  in  1870  by  C.  Culler  and  John  Gro- 
ber  on  Ferry  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth.  They  built  a  email  building,  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  vinegar.  In  1871,  Mr.  Goethe  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Culler,  anJ  the 
firm  was  then  known  as  Goethe  &  Gruber.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Gruber  in  1877,  Mr.  Goethe 
beeame  eole  proprietor,  since  when  he  baa  made  extensive  improvements,  and  now  baa  a  building 
for  the  manufacture  of  vinegar  about  25x50.  Two  men  are  employed  in  the  manufactory, 
making  about  2,000  barrels  of  vinegar  per  year,  which  is  shipped  to  the  northern  parts  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota,  as  well  as  all  parts  of  Dakota.  In  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  via* 
agar,  Mr.  Ooetbe  doea  a  large  jobbing  business  in  cider,  selling  from  800  to  500  banda  per 
year.    The  yearly  receipts  amount  to  about  $15,000. 

Gtutav  Oarly  manu&cturer  of  soda  water,  etc.  In  18t>7,  Gustav  Carl  and  August  Zoehr- 
lant  eatablished  a  soda-water  fiictory  on  Sixth  street,  where  the  old  summer  garden  naed  tube, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Gustav  Carl  k  Co.  In  1870,  Mr.  Zoehrlant  purehased  the  entire  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Carl,  and  afterward  sold  the  entire  manufactory  to  Julius  Ochlitz,  who  removed  to 
the  corner  of  Third  and  Division  streets  in  1872.  In  1870,  Mr.  Carl  established  another  fce- 
tory  at  Nos.  77  and  79  Third  street.  In  1873  occurred  the  deatb  of  Mr.  Ochlitz,  when  Mr. 
Carl  purchased  his  entire  interest  of  the  heirs,  wiiich  he  soon  afterward  sold  to  Willoughbv  i 
Raymond,  of  Uixton,  who  conducted  it  for  some  time,  but  owiujg  to  a  failure  of  payment  on 
their  part,  Mr.  Carl  was  forced  to  amin  become  its  proprietor.  He  aold  it  again  in  1878,  iliii 
time  to  H.  Gilbert,  of  Sioux  Falls,  Dakota  Territory.  Mr.  Carl  baa  ainoe  the  establishment  of 
his  business  on  Third  street,  conducted  it  with  eminent  success,  manufacturing  in  1880  11,- 
363  boxes,  each  box  containing  two  dozen  bottles ;  the  sales  yearly  amounting  to  $9,000. 
Moat  of  this  is  shipped  into  die  northern  parts  of  Wisoonsin  and  the  sonthem  parti  of  Minas- 
snti.  Besides  the  manufacture  of  soda  water,  he  also  manufactures  a  larj^e  amount  of  letD')0 
beer,  ginger  ale,  cider  and  seltser  water.  The  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  soda  water 
was  procured  of  the  Hart  Manuiacturing  Company  of  Chicago,  at  a  cost  of  91,125.  It  oonsirti 
of  copper  material,  with  silver  linings.  Besides  tliis.  he  has  three  bottling  machinee  which  were 
procured  at  a  cost  of  §'^'<*0,  and  a  large  wind  mill  for  the  pumping  of  the  necessary  amount  of 
water  used.  The  building  avera<jes  in  size  30xl>0,  including  an  ice  house  18x32.  Underneath 
is  a  basement  and  three  cellars,  each  18x82,  one  being  directly  underneath  the  ice  house,  mak- 
ing an  ample  and  codI  cellar  for  the  storage,  in  the  summer  time,  of  the  manufactured  articles. 

G.  U.  Alontagucy  steam  marble  works.  In  1866,  this  gentleman  became  interested  in  the 
La  OroBse  Marble  Works  In  conjunction  with  other  parties,  whose  interests  he  parohsssd  n 
1868,  since  which  time  he  has  been  sole  proprietor.  He  waa  then  located  opposite  his  pisseat 
stand,  from  which  ho  moved  in  1HG9  to  the  .southeast  corner  of  Front  and  State  streets,  a  ats 
he  occupied  till  1871.    In  thai  year,  he  erected  his  present  building  on  Front  street,  a  substn* 
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ttiil  thre«~Btory  brick,  25x90,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000  upon  &  lot  of  62x150,  all  bein^  given  up  to  the 

business  exclusively.  At  this  stand,  steam  power  was  employed,  and  the  business  from  that 
time  was  known  as  the  La  Crosse  Steam  Mnrble  Works.  All  kinds  of  mnrbles  and  granites  are 
used,  the  supply  of  the  former  coming  from  Italy  and  Vermont,  and  the  latter  from  Scotland, 
Maine,  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  The  best  landing  on  the  river  is  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
his  store,  as  are  also  the  double  rail  tracks  affording  access  to  cars  of  all  branches  of  the  import* 
ant  railways  of  the  Northwest.    In  the  thirteen  years  in  which  Mr.  Montague  has  been  in  the 
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marble  business  it  has  increased  400  per  cent,  being  fourfold  its  original  dimensions.  From  five 
to  fifteen  bands  are  employed,  and  $40,000  in  capital  invested. 

Pampen'n's  Cigar  Manufactory. — In  the  spring  of  1866,  John  Pamperin  came  to  this  city 
from  Walertown,  bringing  with  him  three  cigar-makers  and  a  small  stock  of  tobacco  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  factory.  He  rented  a  small,  one-story  frame  building  on  the  east  side  of 
Second  street,  near  Pearl,  and  established  himself,  doing  a  fair  business  from  the  start.  In  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  he  removed  to  the  little  room  in  the  Bobbins  House,  now  occupied  as  a 
btrber-shop.  In  this  place  he  built  up  an  immense  trade,  selling  as  high  as  $700  worth  of  cigars 
in  a  single  day.    In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  such  a  trade,  be  was  obliged  to  handle 
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large  nambers  of  cigars  manufactured  by  others.   HftTing  mtde  a  popttUr  hit  on  atvwnd  bnncb 

of  his  own  manufacture,  it  soon  became  necessary  to  secure  more  commodious  quarters,  and  in 
1868,  he  removed  to  his  present  location.  Since  then,  notwithstanding  the  hard  timea  and 
stagnation  of  other  bonnen,  he  baa  continued  to  prosper,  until  1880,  a  third  story  had  to  be  placed 
on  his  estahlishment  to  accomodate  the  flemamls  made  upon  it.  Since  the  first  year  the  business 
has  increased  more  than  tenfold,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  decrease  in  prices 
n«Mly  double  the  mnonnt  of  mannftetnrfd  floods  mmt  be  tamed  oat  now  to  represent  the  eaae 
amount  &9  in  the  flush  times  when  it  was  first  established.  Tho  tliinl  story  is  a  large  room. 
44x78  feet,  with  excellent  ventilation,  and  light  obtained  from  twenty  windows,  six  in  front,  six 
in  the  rear,  and  fbar  on  each  side.  In  this  room  are  employed  forty«six  men  as  cigar-makers, 
from  twelve  to  twenty  boys  as  strippers,  and  threepeekenuiderehugeof  sforeman.  With  this  force, 
12,000  cigars  are  manufactured  daily,  and  they  receive  a  weekly  compensation  of  about  $300. 
In  the  room  are  five  large  section  tables  with  accommodations  for  eight  men  at  each,  and  ten  or 
a  dozen  single  tables  in  other  parts  of  the  room.  At  the  landing  Kt  the  top  of  the  stairs  is  a 
small  room  provided  with  washing  apparatus,  individual  wardrobes,  etc..  which  is  in  fact  intend- 
ed as  a  sort  of  waiting-room  for  the  men  when  they  arrive  in  advance  of  the  appointed  hour  for 
them  to  begin  work.  Tn  carrying  on  an  institation  of  this  kind  the  vtmost  system  is  neeenary 
in  order  to  keep  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  revenue  officers.  The  raw  material  from  which  the 
cigars  are  made  has  to  be  weighed  out  and  delivered  to  each  man  on  commencing  work  in  the 
morning  and  at  noon,  and  he  nss  to  acoonnt  for  every  ounce  of  it  to  the  foreman;  the  latter  has 
to  render  his  account  to  the  proprietor,  who  in  turn  has  to  satisfy  the  Government.  For  this 
reason  a  cigar  factory  of  the  demcnsions  of  this  one  has  to  be  run  on  rules  as  strict  as  those 
which  govern  the  printing  of  bank  notes  or  railroad  coupon  tickets.  The  second  story  of  this 
establishment,  iHiich  was  formerly  the  manufacturing  department,  is  now  used  as  a  stock  room. 
There  are  at  present  about  ninety  cases  of  leaf  tobacco  on  this  floor.  repre?!enting  the  tobacco 
crop  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin.  The  former  is  the  favorite,  although 
oowd  the  local  prejadice  be  removed  against  Wisconsin  tobaeeo,  it  is  in  every  way  its  equal,  and 
in  Gust  has  been  known  to  deceive,  not  only  the  smoker,  but  the  cigar-makers  themselves.  Of 
oonrse  every  smdcer  in  the  city  is  familiar  with  the  store  and  display  room  on  the  ground  floor. 
.  The  most  mysterious  part  of  this  floor  is  llie  **Oovemment  line,"  whidi  is  almost  as  arbitrary  as 
was  the  celebrated  dead  line  of  Andersonville  or  Libby  Frisoni,  and  should  any  box  of  cigars 
pass  the  line  without  a  "  passport  "  in  the  shape  of  a  revenue  stamp,  it  would  be  spotted  by  the 
"argua-eyed  "  revenue  man,  and  a  large  fine  imposed  on  the  proprietor.  Thus,  while  the  room 
in  the  front'  part  of  the  store  is  supplied  with  goods,  the  lu^er  portion  of  the  cigar  stock  is 
carried  behind  this  partition  and  is  not  stamped  until  sold,  as  no  one  is  likely  to  buy  goods  until 
he  has  examined  them,  the  boxes  can  be  opened  at  any  time,  while  if  they  were  stamped,  a  new 
stamp  would  have  to  be  put  on  each  box  broken  open.  In  the  basement  or  cellar  are  kept  the 
Havana  goods,  which  require  a  certain  amount  of  moisture  for  their  preservation.  Mr.  Pam- 
Mirin  confines  his  business  to  his  own  manufacture,  and  a  few  of  the  choicest  imported  cigars. 
To  his  oetebmted  brands,  **  Belle  of  La  Crcaee,**  and  "  La  flor  de  Espana,"  which  are  m  adeof 
imported  material,  he  has  added  others  of  like  grade.  He  manufactures  the  **  Navigator." 
"  Sweet  Henry,"  and  "  Stubbs,"  as  nickle  cigars,  and  has  also  added  to  this  variety.  Should 
the  manufactory  be  run  to  its  fullest  capacity,  it  would  require  ut  least  $20,000  to  pay  for  the 
■tamps  that  would  be  used.  In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Pamperin  sold  185,000  dgan,  for  an  aaount 
exceeding  |6,000.    His  yearly  sales  amount  to  about  860,000. 

ItKEWERIE?. 

The  dUf  Brewery — Located  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Mississippi  streets,  was  established 
in  1858  by  John  Gnnd  and  (Gottlieb  Heileroan,  and  is  an  enterprise  of  great  value.  The  prem- 
ises consist  of  the  brewery  proper,  malt-house,  ice-house  and  bottling  department,  all  of  stoae, 
and  erected  at  a  liberal  outlay.   At  first,  bat  a  limited  quantity  of  beer  was  placed  upon  the 
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market  compared  with  the  amount  now  annually  brewed,  but  as  years  came  and  went  tb« 
demand  increased  and  the  pro<hict  augmented  proportionately. 

The  partnership  of  Giiiid  ^'^  Heileinati  continued  until  1872,  when  the  same  was  dissolved 
by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Gund.  at  which  period  the  amount  of  beer  had  increased  from  500 
barrels,  in  18G0,  to  3.000.  In  1»78,  Mr.  Ueileman  deceased,  after  which  the  business  .was  con- 
dttcted  by  Reinhard  Waecker  on  behalf  of  the  widow  snndvin/;,  though  the  firm  name  renained 
uncliantiod.  During  the  past  year  7,170  barrels  of  beer  have  been  brewed,  in  the  compounding 
of  which  17,2Uu  bushels  of  mult  and  \)J)QQ  pounds  of  hops  were  used,  giving  employment  to 
twelve  men  and  three  boys,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  $7,200.  The  goo<b  are  shipped  to 
sU  points  in  the  Northwei^t,  and  the  investment  is  valued  at  many  thousand  dollai*. 

T/n>  John  Gund  Bri'win  f  Company. — The  manufacture  of  beer  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  La  Crosse,  and  John  Gund,  now  President  of  this  corporation,  is  the  pio- 
neer in  the  business.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1854,  where  he  at  onoe  engaged  in  the  brewini; 
of  beer,  producing  an  article  of  such  famous  qualities  as  to  exten<l  his  business  throughout  all 
portions  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Dakota  and  elsewhere.  In  the  fall  of  1872,  the  part- 
nership which  had  therefore  existed  between  Gund  &  Heileman  in  the  ownership  of  the  City 
Brewery  was  dissolved,  and  during  tlio  succeeding  spring  he  began  the  erection  ta  the  sabstan* 
tial  buildings  at  present  occupio<l  by  the  company.  They  are  of  stone,  con?istin<r  of  the  main 
building  (the  cellars  of  which  are  used  for  storage  purposes),  containing  the  brewery  proper,  ice- 
house and  oflioe«  and  is  142  fiBet  long ;  the  malt  house,  40x7l,  three  stories  high,  with  an  addi* 
tion  in  progress  of  building,  which,  when  completed,  will  lengthen  the  premises  to  140  feet,  and 
posaees  a  capacity  for  00,000  bushels ;  the  dry  kiln,  26x27  and  40  feet  high,  with  capacity  for 
200  bushels  per  day,  and  the  engine  house  25x80.  Across  the  street  is  the  bottling  house,  36x50, 
with  eapnei^  of  2.500  bottks  per  diem.  Ice  house  No.  2,  built  in  1879-80.  made  op  a  basement, 
coollng-room,  storing-room  and  ice-room  overhead.  This  latter  is  71x58J.  with  a  projecting 
tower  20x21^  feet  in  dimensions ;  it  is  contiguous  to  the  brewing  house  with  which  it  is  coo 
neeted  by  a  stone  arch ;  it  km  a  capadty  Ibr  the  storage  of  1,800  tons  of  ice.  also  for  220  hot- 
heads of  thirtv-fivc  !);irrcls  each,  and  with  ice-house  No.  1,  furnishes  accommodations  for  30,0')0 
barrels  of  beer  per  annum.  In.  the  above-described  buildings  1,180  cords  of  stone  were  used, 
and  they  present  an  appearance  of  elegance  and  substantiality  both  attractive  and  indisputable. 
They  are  of  hewn  limestone  procured  from  the  bluffs  near  La  Crosse,  and  cost,  complete,  a  mat- 
ter of  3250,000,  :uid  the  demands  of  tlie  trade  require  additional  improvements  for  the  building 
of  which  at  an  early  day  arrangements  have  ulreaily  been  completed.  As  a  larae  proportion  of 
the  beer  manufiictured  is  far  export,  immense  quantities  of  kegs,  barrels  and  bottles  are  need,  and 
three  teams  of  horses  are  constantly  employed,  delivering  the  product  throughout  the  city.  A 
force  of  twenty-five  hands  are  kept  in  the  service  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  $15,000 ;  and  the 
amount  of  business  done  is  very  heavy. 

Zeixl.  r' »  Brewery — Located  on  the  east  side  of  Third  street,  between  the  La  Crosse  River 
nn<l  (jr<jve  street,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  establislimcnts  of  the  kind  in  Northern 
Wisconsin.  The  business  had  its  origin  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  on  its  present  site  where  George 
Zeisler  ind  Otto  Nagel  began  the  erection  of  buildings  to  be  devoted  to  the  manuftctore  of  Gam- 
brinus'  beverage.  Tlip  building,  which  was  40.xl7.  and  three  stories  high,  was  of  •Jtone  and 
reached  completion  in  the  fall  of  18GT,  at  a  cnst  of  925,000,  and  began  operations  with  a  capac- 
ity of  one  thousand  barrels  per  annum.  In  1869,  Mr.  Zeisler  succeeded  to  the  business  by  tbs 
withdrawal  of  Nsgel.  and  as  time  and  its  superior  quali^  necessitated  an  increased  production 
of  the  commodity,  additions  and  improvements  were  made  at  intervals  until  December,  1873, 
when  the  premises  caught  hre  and  were  burned  to  the  ground  with  their  contents,  entailing  a  net 
loss  of  910,000.  In  the  spring  of  1874,  Mr.  Zeisler  began  the  erecHon  of  his  present  stmctnfe, 
and  had  nearly  completed  the  same,  preparatory  to  its  opening  on  the  4th  of  July  of  that  year, 
when  it  again  became  a  partial  prey  to  the  flames  and  was  badly  injured,  the  damage,  however, 
being  fully  covered  by  insurance :  without  loss  of  time  the  iiyuries  were  repaired,  uie  premiBei 
equipped,  and  operations  commenced  during  the  same  summer,  since  when  they  limTeoontiDttediritlh 
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oat  intemiptioiu.  The  building  is  of  bride  md  stone«  fear  stories  high,  thoroughly  supplied  vitk 
every  convenience,  and  cost  a  total  of  $85,000;  eight  men  are  employed  at  an  annual  coat  of 
$  ),000,  and  3,200  barrels  of  beer  are  turned  out  each  year,  producing  a  business  estimated  st 
$80,000.    The  establishment  and  garden  adjoining  represent  a  valuation  of  $50,000. 

<7.  if  J.  Michel's  Brewery. — Located  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Division  streets,  is  onoof  tlie 
largest  in  the  city.    Mr.  Michel  docs  not  desire  a  detailed  description  of  this  immense  concern,  | 
and  the  interested  public  are  consei^ucntly  denied  tlie  privilege  of  being  mure  fully  advised  in  i 
the  premises. 

Vci(it  if-  Ritfer,  Carriage  and  Wagon  Miinufacturers.  No.  -T8  South  Second  street. — 
Fredericlt  Voi^t  commenced  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  buggies,  bob-sleighs,  and  afterward 
fine  earriages  m  La  Crosse,  twenty-six  years  ago.  The  present  firm,  consisting  of  Frederick 
Voigt  and  llcnry  Ritter,  was  established  in  1870.  Their  factory  is  much  more  pretention 
than  the  front  would  indicate.  The  entire  structure  is  of  stone,  -10x140  feet,  besides  the  other 
building,  which  contains  a  25-hor8e  power  engine,  driving;  a  large  amount  of  machinery  in  the 
basement,  and  is  thoroaghly  equipped  throughout  with  all  the  be<4t  appliances  for  speedy  and 
peifoet  msnafiwtares.   This  establishment  is  solid,  and  refleots  much  credit  upon  its  propnetsn. 


UAVlli.  UKOART  4  PlATZ'8  TANNSaY,  LA  OB089I. 


They  make  a  speciality  of  t!ip  new  "  Tompkin's  Side  Bar,"  a  decided  and  very  valuable  im- 
provement over  all  other  forms  of  ''side  bar"  or  '' cross,"  or  other  springs.  They  employ  only 
experienced  men  in  thehr  departmental  work,  who  giro  finish  and  oontonr  to  uie  oonpletsd 
articles. 

Davit,  Medarii  .i-  Plnfr,  tanners.  This  firm  is  engaged  in  a  very  extensive  business  in  the 
tanning  of  leather  uml  its  manufacture.  The  tannery  is  a  huge  wooden  structure  of  three 
Stories  in  height,  {)2xir2.  Within,  on  every  floor,  is  a  scene  of  ceaseless  activity.  Attached 
to  the  building  is  an  engine-house  and  bark-mill  built  of  stone,  30.x60.  It  is  equipped  with  an 
engine  of  fifty-horse  power,  and  grinds  up  about  1,500  cords  of  bark  yearly.  The  other  neces- 
sary baildings  are  of  the  following  dimensions :  Leach  house,  20x80 ;  hide  house,  which  also 
has  a  cellar,  24.x72;  warehouse,  IUjxSO.  The  works  have  a  capacity  of  from  :?0.000  to  32,000 
pounds  a  year.  A  specialty  is  made  of  harness  and  collar  leather,  which  has  an  extended  rep- 
ntation.  Besides  the  large  amount  sold  by  the  house  of  Davis  k  Medary,  much  is  sold  dinet 
to  dealen  m  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  on  the  north,  as  far  as  St.  Louis  on  the  south,  snd  cssi 
to  houses  in  Chicago,  Pittsburgh,  Syracuse,  Newark,  New  York  and  Boston.  The  establishment 
gives  employment  to  from  tifty  to  fifty-five  persons,  who  earn  from  $25,000  to  $30,000  yearly 
in  wagss.   Snbristence  is  thus  glvsn  to  an  aTsrsge  of  180  souls. 
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POBK  PACKIKO. 

Oile  if-  (xoo(f/aiu}.— iJohn  Langdon  aod  Joseph  Goodland  eommflDoed  the  basiness  of  pack- 
ing pork  in  tlie  fall  of  1866,  on  the  corner  of  Second  and  Pine  streets.  They  began  in  a  small 
wajr,  in  a  buildinff  20x30,  two  stories  high,  adding  a  basement  the  next  year.  The/  contlDucd 
in  this  stand  till  1872,  when  they  removed  to  the  Gile's  Block,  on  Third  street,  now  oocupied  by 
Gile  &  Goodland,  who  continue  the  same  business.  The  firm  was  known  as  Langdon,  Goodland 
&  Co.,  Giles  being  the  third  partner.  In  the  season  of  1878-79,  the  tirm  cut  up  3,000  hogs. 
Langdon  withdrew  from  the  hrm  in  187  D,  and  went  into  business  in  a  room  opposite  the  court 
house.  The  first  year  he  eat  up  1,050  hogp,  and  the  second  season  1,600,  the  average  weight 
being  285  pounds. 

MASONIC. 

Frontier  Lodife^  No.  J^. — This  Masonic  body,  the  first  instituted  in  the  county  and  the 
Ibrty-fifth  in  the  State,  was  granted  a  dispensation  October  8.  1852,  and  chartered  June  16, 
1853,  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  then  in  session  at  Janesville,  with  Morrison  McMillan,  W.  M.;  Sol- 
omon ifowe,  S.  W.;  Jacob  R.  Crossett,  J.  W.  The  charter  was  signed  by  Henry  L.  Palmer, 
Grand  Master ;  Gahrid  Bonek,  Grand  Senior  Warden ;  R.  Deloe  Pulford,  Gk«nd  Junior  War- 
den, and  attested  by  William  R.  Smith,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  charter  members  of  the  lodge  were  Morriaon  McMillan,  Solomon  Howe,  Jacob  R. 
Crossett,  Ebenezer  Childs,  J.  Dammon,  D.  Fish,  Chase  A.  Stevens,  Parri  Davis  and  John  M. 
Levy.  The  present  membership  numbers  120,  amons  whom  may  be  foand  some  of  the  most 
honored  and  rsspeeted  citisens,  as  well  as  many  of  uie  host  and  most  talented  yonng  men  of 
the  city. 

Since  its  organisation,  it  has  recdved  petitions  Ibr  the  degrees  of  Masonry  of  650  persons ; 

has  initiated  357,  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  245. 

The  first  meeting  after  the  granting  of  the  dispensation  was  held  October  23,  and  the  first 
petitioners  for  degrees  were  William  McConnell,  D.  M.  West  and  Anson  Ferris.  This  Lodge 
has  in  its  possession  one  of  the  two  silver  trowels  used  in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Grand 
Masonic  Cathedral  at  Philadelpliia.  The  elective  oflficers  are  Worshipful  Master.  Senior  and 
J unior  Wardens,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  three  Trustees,  who  are  elected  annually,  by  ballot, 
at  the  second  oommnnieation  in  December.  The  Deacons,  Stewards  and  Tilers  are  appointed 
by  the  Worshipful  Master. 

The  names  of  the  brethren  who  have  filled  the  principal  offices  since  the  date  of  theorgan- 
isation,  together  with  the  years  thereof,  are  as  follows : 

1852  and  1853 — Morrison  McMillan,  W.  M.;  Solomon  Howe,  8.  W.;  Jacob  Crossett,  J. 
W.;  E.  Childs,  Treas.;  C.  A.  Stephens,  Sec;  D  Finh,  S.  D.;  J.  Dammond,  J.  D.;  Parri  Da- 
vis, Tiler.  1854 — C.  A.  Stephens,  W.  M.;  Solomon  Howe,  S.  W.;  S.  S.  Janes,  J.  W.;  Ira 
Myrick,  Treas.;  C.  K.  Lord,  Sec.;  0.  Knndson,  S.  D.;  T.  Hart,  J.  D.;  William  McOonnell, 
Tiler.  1855— Solomon  Howe.  W.  M. ;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard.  S.  W.;  G.  H.  Wilson,  J.  W.; 
Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  S.  D.  Haatinps.  Sec:  S.  S.  Janes,  S.  D.;  W.  C.  Rogers.  J.  I).;  T. 
McDowell,  Tiler.  1856— Harvey  E.  Hubb:ird.  W.  M.;  S.  D.  Hastings,  S.  W.;  .M.  F.  Hub- 
bard, J.W.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  J.  M.  Ranilall,  Sec;  W.  C.  Rogers.  S.  D.;  George  Hoare, 
J.  D.;  E.  H.  Chambers.  Tiler.  1857--M.  F.  Hubbard,  W.  M.:  J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  S.  W.;  Dan- 
iel Malbourn,  J,  W.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  S.  C.  Clinton,  Sec.;  W.  W.  Gordon,  S.  D.;  R. 
H.  Elliott,  J.  D.;  E.  H.  GhambersrTiler.  1858-^.  B.  G.  Baxter,  W.  M.;  Daniel  Malbourn, 
S.  W.;  George  M.  Leach,  J.  W.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  S.  C  Clinton,  Sec;  R.  H.  Elliott, 
S.  1).;  Henry  Gutraan,  J.  I).;  Henry  Hunt,  Tiler.  185',)— .J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  W.  M.;  George 
M.  Leach.  S.  W.;  W.  L.  Kennott,  J.  W.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  S.  J.  Barlow,  Sec;  J.  M. 
Randall,  S.  D.;  Henry  Hunt,  J.  D.;  W.  F.  Downing,  Tiler.  1860— J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  W.  M.; 
George  M.  Leach,  S.  W.;  D.  D.  Cameron,  J.  W.;  R.  H.  Elliott,  Treas.;  George  E.  Stanley, 
Sec;  M.  M.  Cowdry,  S.  D.;  Henry  Hunt,  J.  D.;  J.  H.  Pitcher,  Tiler.  1861— Harvey  E. 
Hnbbard,  W.  M.;  «f.  M.  Randall,  B.  W.;  George  E.  Stanley,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.; 
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H.  B.  Loomis.  Sec  :  J.  B.  G.  Baxter.  S.  D.;  J.  A.  Howmnn,  ,1.  D.;  L.  E.  Wehb.  Tiler. 
1802— W.  L.  Kennett,  W.  M.;  George  E.  Sunlej,  S.  W.;  George  M.  Leach.  J.  VV.;  James 
Vincent,  Treas,;  John  A.  Walker,  Sec;  CP.  Parsons,  S.  D.;  B.  F.  Montgomery.  J.  D.;  Adam 
Eckle.  Tiler.  1863— J.  M.  Ranaall.  W.  M.;  B.  F.  Montgomery,  S.  W.:  W.'T.  Wen /.el.  J. 
W.:  James  Vincont,  Treus.;  0.  II.  Smith.  Sec;  W.  L.  Kennett.  S.  D.:  G.  M.  Leach,  J.  D.; 
B.  Liverman,  Tiler.  1«G4— Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  W.  .^L:  J.  M.  Lew,  S.  W.;  IL  K.  Bates,  J.  W.; 
Joseph  Oatman,  Treas.;  B.  B.  Brower.  Sec;  J.  6.  Williams,  S.  D.;  George  M.  Leach,  J.  D ; 

B.  Livcrman,  Tiler.  1865— llarvoy  K.  Hubbanl,  W.  M.;  W.  H  Rawlinson,  S.  W.:  M.  1'. 
Win};,  J.  W.;  Joseph  Gutman,  Treas.;  B.  E.  Brower,  Sec:  W.  L.  Kennett,  S.  D.;  George  £. 
Stanley,  J.  D.;  B.  Liverraan,  Tiler.  1866— W.  H.  Rawh'nson,  W.  M.;  M.  F.  Rnbhanl.  S.  W.; 
John  W.  Robinson,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  B.  E.  Hrower,  Sec:  W.  L.  Kennett,  .S.  D.; 

C.  P.  Dorset,  .J.  I).;  B.  Liverraan,  Tiler.  1807— W.  IL  Rawlinson.  W.  M.;  M.  F.  Uubbarl. 
S.  W.;  Charles  il.  Bunting,  J.  W.;  John  M.  L<«vy,  Treas.;  B.  F.  Brower,  Sec;  M.  P.  'Ving, 
S.  D.;  F^nk  Knnerth.  J.  D.;  B.  Li  verroan.  Tiler.  1868 — W.  L.  Kennett,  W,  M.;  Charles 
Bunting,  S.  W.;  J.  (\  Bennett,  J  W. ;  John  Levy,  Treas.;  E.  Brower.  Sec:  J.  K. 
Ferguson,  S.  D.;  Frank  Kunerth,  J.  D.;  B.  Liverman,  Tiler.  1869— M.  P.  Wing,  W.  M.; 
J.  K.  Ferguson,  S.  W.;  Ira  A.  Hill,  J.  W. ;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  B.  B.  Brower,  Sec;  J. 
W.  Toms,  S.  D.;  F.  H.  Lockman,  J.  D.  :  Philipp  Dorr.  TilJr.  1870— M.  P.  Win;:.  W.  M : 
J.  K.  Ferguson.  S.  W.;  Ira  A.  ILIl,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Lew.  Treas.;  J.  W.  Toms,  Sec;  J.  E. 
Rawlinson,  S.  D.;  F.  U.  Lockiuun.  J.  D.;  B.  Lnerman,  Tiler.  1871 — J.  K.  Ferguson,  W. 
M.;  In  A.  Hill.  S.  W.;  F.  W.  Drake,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy.  Treaa.;  J.  W.  Toms,  Sec:  M. 
F.  Hubbanl,  S.  D.;  A.  0.  Stevens,  J.  D.;  F.  H.  Lookman,  Tiler.  1872— Harvey  E.  Hub- 
bard, W.  M.;  F.  H.  Lockman,  S.  W.;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  J.  W. 
Toms,  Sec;  H.  A.  Winston,  S.  D.;  A.  0.  Sterent,  J.  D.;  G.  H.  Wilson,  Tiler.  1878— J. 
W.  Toms,  W.  M.;  T.  J.  McCartj,  S.  W.;  M.  L.  Bates,  J.  W.;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas.;  A.  Mac 
nnssen.  Sec;  A.  0.  Stevens.  S.  D.:  M.  J.  Pitkin,  J.  D.;  G.  H.  Wilson,  Tiler.  1874— M.  P. 
Wing,  W.  M.;  B.  F.  Bryant,  S.  W.;  N.  D.  Allen,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  F.  A.  Cope- 
land,  Sec;  A.  0.  Stevens,  S.  D.;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  J.  D. ;  O.  H.  Wilson,  Tiler.  1875—6.  F. 
Bryant,  W.  M.;  A.  0.  Stevens,  S.  W.:  L.  W.  Al^^er,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Lew.  Treas.;  Bdpr 
Palmer,  Sec;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  S.  D.;  F.  Kunertli,  J.  D.;  Adam  Eckle.  Tyler.  1876— B.  F.  Bry- 
ant,  W.  M.;  A.  0.  Stevens,  S.  W.;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  .T.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  A.  Mag- 
nussen,  Sec;  John  Moss,  S.  D.;  D.  Drummond,  J.  D.;  Adam  Eckle,  Tiler.    1877 — Harvey 

E.  Hubbard,  W.  M.;  C.  A.  Hartlett.  S.  W.;  .M.  J.  Pitkin,  J.  W.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  M. 

F.  Moore,  Sec;  John  Moss,  S.  D.;  John  Torrance,  J.  D.;  J.  B.  Williams,  Tiler.  1878 — A. 
O.  Stevens,  W.  M.;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  S.  W.;  F.  Kanerth.  J.  W.;  0.  F.  Scharpf,  TrtM.;  H.  C. 
Stevens,  Sec;  C.  A.  Bartlett,  S,  D.;  J.  D.  Wood,  J.  D.;  J.  B.  Williams.  Tiler.  1879— C.  A. 
Bartlett,  VV.  M.;  M.  J.  Pitkin.  S.  W.;  F.  Kunerth,  J.  W.;  W.  S.  Case,  Treas.;  H.  C  Stevens. 
Sec;  Albert  E.  Daniels,  S.  D.;  R.  T.  Wilson,  J.  D.;  J.  B.  Williams,  Tiler.  1880— Harvw 
E.  Hubbard.  W.  M.:  W.  S.  Ca.sc  S.  W.;   F.  J.  McCarty,  J.  W.;  'L.  C.  Colman,  Treas.;  H. 

C.  Stevens,  Sec;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  S.  D.;  R.  T.  Wilson,  J.  D.;  J.  B.  Williams.  Tyler. 
Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  W.  M.;  W.  S.  Case,  S.  W.;  L.  C.  Colman,  J.  W.;  L.  Holmes,  Treas.; 
H.  G.  Stevens,  See.;  John  Moss,  S.  D.;  R.  T.  Wilson,  J.  D.;  M.  J.  Pitkin,  Tiler.  - 

Xorth  La  Cronne  Lo<fge,  No.  190. — This  lodge  was  instituted  in  0.  J.  0.  HammonJ's 
Hall,  on  Third  street,  in  I^ortb  La  Crosse,  July  7,  1873,  by  H.  E.  Hubbard,  Grand  Senior 
Warden,  who  installed  the  following  officers :    P.  M.  Plumb,  W.  M. ;  John  C.  Morrison,  S.  W*.; 

D.  A.  Tii  iM  r.  .1.  W.  :  C.  J.  Lsunbert.  Treasurer;  I.  Dlmon,  Secretary ;  A.  S.  Mit(  lu'll,  S.  D.; 
B,  Franks.  J.  D.  ;  J.  Gale.  Tiler.  Their  clKirtcr  was  j^ranted  by  the  Gram!  Lodge  in  session 
at  Milwaukee,  June  10,  1873,  and  \&  dated  June  11.  it  was  granted  to  P.  M.  Lumb.  W.  M.; 
John  0.  Morrison,  S.  W. ;  D.  A.  Thayer,  J.  W.,  and  signed  by  M.  L.  Pftloser,  Grand  Master; 
Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  (irand  Senior  Warden  :  W.  S.  Darron.  Grand  Junior  Warden,  and  atte.«te<l 
by  W.  T.  Palmer,  Grand  Secretary.  The  lodge  held  their  meetings  in  Hammond's  Hall,  on 
Third  street,  until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  they  occupied  their  present  quarters  in  Hahn's 
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Block,  on  Third  street.  Since  their  organizatioD,  fifty  persons  have  been  initiated  as  members 
of  the  lodge. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  brethren  who  have  held  offices  in  the  lodge  since  its 
organiaaUon:  1874~P.  M.  Plumb,  W.  M.;  A.  S.  Mitchell,  8.  W. ;  J.  Gale,  J.  W.;  H.  E. 
Getts,  Trauorar',  I.  Ditnon,  Secretary ;  J.  0.  Morrison,  8.  D. ;  R.  P.  Plumb,  J.  D. ;  W.  M. 
Gordon,  Tiler.  1875— P.  M.  Plumb,  W.  M. ;  M.  L.  Bates,  S.  W.  ;,R.  P.  Plumb.  J.  W. ; 
Thomas  Elliott,  Treuaurer ;  I.  Dirnon,  Secretary  ;  D.  C.  Byrne,  S.  D.  ;  W.  II.  Tarbox,  J.  D.  ; 
George  H.  Dalton,  Tiler.  187G— J.  C.  Morrison,  W.  M. ;  Thomaa  Elliott,  S.  W. ;  J.  L. 
Cheshire,  J.  VV. ;  W.  M.  Gordon,  Treasurer;  G.  H.  Dalton,  Secretary;  D.  C.  Byrne,  8.  D. ; 
W.  H.  Tarbox.  J.  D. ;  John  Augustine,  Tiler.  1H77— P.  M.  Plumb.  W.  M.  ;  Thomas  Elliott, 
S.  W. ;  Georee  H.  Dalton,  J.  W. ;  A.  S.  Swarthout,  Treasurer ;  I.  Dimon,  Secretary ;  U.  A. 
Winston,  8.  D. ;  J.  B.  Wibon,  J.  D. ;  M.  Wetborapoon,  Tiler.  1878— P.  M.  Plumb,  W.  M. ; 
H.  A.  Winston,  S.  W. ;  George  Dalton.  J.  W. ;  J.  C.  Morrison,  Treasurer ;  John  Augustine, 
Secretary;  D.  C.  Byrne,  S.  D.;  M.  Welherspoon,  J.  D. ;  J.  D.  Landies,  Tiler.  1879— P. 
M.  Plumb,  W.  M. ;  J.  C.  Moore,  S.  W. ;  M.  L.  Bates,  J.  W. ;  J.  C.  Morrison,  Treasurer ; 
George  H.  Dalton,  Secretary ;  H.  A.  Winston,  S.  D. ;  W.  N.  Gordon,  J.  D. ;  J.  W.  Davis, 
Tiler.  1880— H.  A.  Winston.  W.  M.;  Thomas  Elliott,  S.  W. ;  M.  L.  Bates,  J.  W. ;  J.  E. 
Wilson,  Treasurer ;  George  H.  Dalton,  Secretary  ;  W.  H.  Tarbox,  S.  D. ;  J.  D.  Landis,  J.  D. ; 
W.  T.  Morrison,  Tiler.  1881— George  H.  Dalton,  W.  M.;  H.  A.  Winstou,  S.  W.;  M.  L. 
Bates,  J.  W. ;  Thomas  Elliott,  Treasurer;  Poter  Valior,  Seenitaiy;  J.  £.  WilMii,8.  D.;  J.  W. 
Davis,  J.  D. ;  George  Carleton,  Tiler. 

Smith  OhaoUr  No.  IS,  R.  A.  Jf— The  dimeoMtion  of  this  chapter  was  dated  Oetober 
19,  1855,  and  the  charter  granted  February  6,  1866,  and  signed  by  R.  De  Los  Pulford,  Grand 
High  Priest ;  Daniel  Howell,  Grand  King;  John  Ballon,  Grand  Scribe,  and  atteated  by  William 
R.  Smith,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  charter  members  were  Morrison  McMillan,  Chase  A.  Stevens,  William  H.  Tucker, 
Solomon  Howe,  Julius  Smith,  James  D.  Condit,  C.  McClure,  Allanson  B.  Couch,  Parschal  P. 
Brooks.  The  officers  under  the  granting  of  the  dispensation  were  Morrison  McMillan,  H.  P.; 
Chase  A.  Stevens,  K.;  William  H.  Tucker,  S.;  Solomon  Howe,  C.  of  H.;  Julius  Smith,  R.  A. 
C;  James  D  Condit,  P.  S.;  0.  MoClnre,  M.  8d  V.;  AUanaon  B.  Coneh,  11  lat  V.;  Paraohal 
P.  Brooks,  Treas. 

Smidi  Ohapter  was  named  after  William  H.  Smith,  formerly  a  rerident  of  Mineral  Fmnt, 
Wis.,  now  deceased. 

The  first  officers  after  the  granting  of  their  charter  were  installed  by  John  BuUen,  who  was 
authorised  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  1856,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows; Morrison  McMillan,  H.  P.;  Chase  A.  Stevens,  K.;  William  H.  Tucker.  S.;  Solomon 
Howe,  C.  of  H.;  Parschal  P.  Brooks,  P.  S.;  Julius  Smith,  R.  A.  C;  Chester  MoClnre,  M.  Sd 
v.;  James  D.  Condit,  M.  2d  V.;  Eben  B.  Pike,  M.  Ist  V.;  A.  B.  Couch,  Sec. 

Since  organization,  205  persons  have  applied  for  degrees,  and  of  that  nnmber  182  have  re> 
ceived  them.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers  from  organization  to  date:  1857 — 
Morrison  McMillan,  H.  P.;  C.  A.  Stevens,  K.;  John  M.  Levy,  S.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  L. 
0.  Clinton,  Sec.;  Harvey  E.  Hnbbard,  R.  A.  0.;  Solomon  Howe,  0.  of  H.;  P.  P.  Brooks,  P. 
S.;  M.  F.  Hubbard,  M.  3d  V.;  I.  Thompson,  M.  2d  V.;  D.  Malbon,  M.  1st  V.  1858— C  A. 
Stevens,  H.  P.;  John  M.  Levy,  K.;  P.  P.  Brooks,  S.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  S.  C.  Clinton, 
Sec.;  E.  B.  Pike,  R.  A.  C;  Harvey  E,  Hubbard,  C.  of  H.;  J.  B.^.  Baxter,  P.  8.;  M.  F. 
Hnbbard,  M.  3d  V.;  Joshua  Ridgeley,  M.  2d  V.;  D.  Malbon,  M.  Ist  V.  1859— John  M. 
Levy,  H.  P.;  J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  K.;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  S.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  Horace  E. 
Gregg,  Sec;  George  M.  Leach,  R.  A.  C;  M.  F.  Hubbard,  C.  of  H.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  P.  S.; 
Cyms  K.  Lord,  M.  3d  V.;  D.  Malbon,  M.  2d  V.;  L.  R.  Morse,  M.  1st  V.  1860— John  M. 
Levy.  H.  P.;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  K.;  M.  F.  Hubbard.  S  ;  J  M.  Randall,  R.  A.  C;  George 
M.  Leach,  C.  of  U.;  J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  P.  S.;  Simon  Kellogg,  Treas.;  A.  I.  Bamberger,  Sec; 
W.  L.  Kennett,  M.  8d  Y.;  Henry  Hnnt,  M.  2d  V.;  JoBephOalman,  M.  Ist  Y.  1861— J. B. 
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0.  Baxter,  H.  P.;  Harvej  £.  Hubbard,  K.;  George  M.  Leach,  S.;  Heniy  Hunt,  K.  A.  C;  W. 
L.  Kennett,  C.  of  H.;  J.  M.  Randall,  P.  S.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  TreM. ;  Joseph  OatinaD,  S«c.; 
Joshua  Ridgely,  M.  8d  V.;  B.  K.  Whitcomb,  M.  2d  V.;  Frank  Lee,  M.  Ist  V.  1862— George 
M.  Leach,  H.  P.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  K.;  G.  E.  Stanley,  S.;  D.  Malbon,  R.  A.  C;  Henry  Hunt, 

G.  of  H.;  John  M.  Levy,  P.  S.;  Samuel  Gantrovits,  Treas.;  John  A.  Walker,  Sec.;  £.  D. 
Ounpbell,  M.  8d  V.;  Joseph  Oatmsn,  M.  2d  V.;  Simeon  Kellogg,  M.  Ist  Y.  1868--me 
record  of  this  year's  officers  liiia  either  been  lost  or  destroyed.]  1864 — W.  L.  Kennett,  h!  P.; 
Henry  Hunt,  K.;  E.  B.  Baxter,  S.;  John  M.  Levy,  R.  A.  C.;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  C.  of  H.; 
George  M.  Leach,  P.  S.;  Adam  Ecklc,  Treas.;  John  A.  Walker,  Sec.;  D.  Malbon,  M.  3d  V.; 
Joseph  Gutraan,  M:  2d  V.;  E.  D.  Campbell,  M.  Ist.  V.  1865— W.  L.  Kennett.  IL  P.;  John 
M.  Levy,  K.;  George  M.  Leach,  S.;  George  E.  Stanley,  II.  A.  C.;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard.  C.  of 

H.  ;  W.  H.  Rawlinson,  P.  S.;  Adam  Eckle,  Treas.;  Horace  B.  Loomis,  Sec;  J.  B.  Willianu, 
M.  8d  v.;  A.  Hodler,  M.  2d  Y.;  J.  W.  Robinson.  M.  Ist  Y.  1866— W.  L.  Kennett,  H.  P.; 
Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  K.;  iLMoeller,  S.;  M.  P.  Wing,  R.  A.  C;  W.  H.  Rawlinson.  C.  of  H.: 
J.  W.  Robinson,  P.  S.;  Adam  Eckle,  Treas.;  Horace  B.  Loomis,  Sec;  E.  G.  Robbins,  M.  3d 
v.;  M.  H.  Kellogg,  M.  2d  V.;  Charles  H.  Bunting,  M.  1st  V.  1867— Harvey  E.  Hubbard, 
H.  P.;  A.  Moelier.  K.;  W.  H.  Rawlinson,  8.;  George  M.  Leach,  R.  A.  C;  J.  W.  Robinson, 
0.  of  H.;  0.  H.  Bunting,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas  ;  M.  P.  Wing,  Sec.;  Joseph  Rawlin?on, 
M.  3d  v.;  Joseph  Gutman,  M.  2d  V.;  B.  F.  Montgomery,  M.  1st  V.  1868— Hsrvev  £.  Hab- 
bttrd,  H.  P.;  A.  Moelier,  K.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  8.;  George  M.  Leadi,  R.  A.  0.;  Wt  H.  Bav- 
linson,  C.  of  H.;  Charles  H.  Bunting,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  J.  C.  Bennett,  Sec;  Jo- 
seph E.  Rawlinson,  M.  3d  V.;  J.  W.  Toms,  M.  2d  V.;  J.  'W.  Robinson,  M.  Ist  V.  188»— 
Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  H.  P.;  W.  H.  Rawlinson,  K.;  Daniel  Thaver,  S.;  George  M.  Leach,  R. 
A.  C;  W.  L.  Kennett,  C.  cf  H.;  J.  C.  Bennett,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Lew,  Treas.;  J.  W.  Toms, 
Sec;  E.  G.  Hohhins,  M.  3d  V.;  C.  Scharpf,  M.  2d  V.;  J.  W.  Robinson,  M.  1st  V.  1P70- 
Harv^  E.  Hubbard,  H.  P.;  M.  P.  Wing,  K.;  Joseph  Gutman,  S.;  George  M.  Leach,  R.  A. 
0.;  w.  H.  Robinson,  0.  of  H.;  IVed  Ring,  Jr.,  P.  d.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  J.  G.  Bennett, 
Sec;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  M.  3d  V.;  J.  W.  Toms,  M.  2d  V.;  J.  W.  Robinson,  M.  Ist  V.  1871— 
Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  H.  P.;  M.  P.  Wing,  K.;  Ira  A.  Hill,  S.;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  R.  A.  C.;  W.  L 
Kennett,  C.  of  H.;  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  J.  W.  Toms,  Sec;  C.  F. 
Scharpf,  M.  3d  v.;  Joseph  Gutman,  M.  -Id  V.;  E.  G.  Robbin.s,  M.  Ist  V.  1872— Fred  Ring, 
Jr.,  H.  P.;  George  M.  Leach,  K.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  S,;  John  Moss,  R.  A.  C;  J.  E.  Rawlinson. 
G.  of  H.;  F.  H.  Lockman,  P.  S,;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  J.  W.  Toms,  Sec;  J.  Torrance.  M.  M 
Y.;  F.  Kanerth,  M.  2d  Y.;  Daniel  Thayer,  M.  let  Y.  1878— Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  H.  P.;  M.  P. 
Wing,  K.;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  S.;  John  Mos*.  R.  A.  C;  F.  H.  Lockman,  C.  of  H.;  J.  Torrance^ 
P.  S.;  C.  T.  Scharpf,  Treas.;  A.  Magnussen,  Sec;  F.  Kunerth,  M.  3d  V.;  T.  J.  McCarty,  M.  2d 
v.;  J.  W.  Toms,  M.  Ist  V.  1874— Fred  Rinj;.  Jr.,  H.  P.;  M.  P.  Wing,  K.;  M.  F.  Hubbard,  S.; 
F.  A.  Copeland,  R.  A.  C,:  J.  Torrance,  C.  of  H.;  A.  0.  Stevens,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Lew,  Treas.; 
C.  A.  Hubbard,  Sec;  P.  M.  Plumb,  M.  8rl  Y.;  J.  Edwards,  M.  2a  Y.;  J.  C.  Morrison.  M.  Isi  V. 
1875— M.  F.  Hubbard,  H.  P.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  K.;  J.  Moran,  S.;  F,  A.  Copeland,  B.  A.  C;  J. 
Torrance,  0.  of  H.;  A.  O.  StoTens,  P.  8.;  J.  M.  Levy,  Trees.;  C.  A.  Hubbard,  Sec.;  J.  B.  Raw. 
linson,  M.  3d  V.;  John  Edwards,  M.  2d  V.;  F.  Kunerth,  M.  Ist  V.  1876— M.  P.  Wing.  H.  P.; 
J.  Moran,  K.;  J.  Emery,  S.;  J.  Clarke  R.  A.  C;  A.  0.  Stevens,  C.  of  H.;  P.  M.  Plumb,  P.  S.; 
John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  A.  Magnussen,  Sec;  F.  Thornely,  M.  3d  V.;  .M.  PittinRer,  M.  2d  V.:  F. 
A.  Copeland,''M.  Ist  Y,  1877— M.  P.  Wing,  H.  P.;  John  Torrance,  K.;  A  O  Stevens.  .'^  ^  .1. 
E.  Rawlinson,  11.  A.  C;  John  Moss,  C.  of  IL;  C.  W.  Roby,  P.  S.;  John  M.  Levy,  Treas.;  M.  T. 
Moore,  Sec;  A.  A.  Freeman,  M.  3d  V.;  A.  Magnussen,  M.  2d  Y.;  D.  Drummond,  M.  1st  V. 
1878 — A.  0.  Stevens,  H.  P.;  P.  M.  Plumb,  K.;  M.  W.  Fowler,  S.;  J.  B.  Rawlinson,  R.  A.  C; 
J.C.  Morrison,  C.  of  H.;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas.;  C.  W.  Roby,  Sec;  F.  Keoerth,  M.  8d  V.;  F. 
Tbornelv,  M.  2d  V.;  D.  Drummond,  M.  1st  Y.  1879— Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  H.  P.;  Joseph 
Clarke,  K.;  William  Hartley,  S.;  L.  Rossiter,  R.  A.  C;  M.  P.  Wing,  C.  of  H.;  Fred  Ring,  Jr., 
P.  S.;  Joieph  Oatman,  Treaa.;  E.  A.  Jaehnig^  See.;  J.  B.  Bawlinion,  M.  8d  Y.;  John  Mom,  M. 
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2d  v.;  F.  Kunarth,  M.  let  V.  1880-J(Meph  Clarke,  U.  P.;  L.  Roasiter,  K.;  F.  A.  CopeUnd, 
R.  A.  0.;  J.  Tomnce,  C.  of  H.;  D.  Drammond,  P.  S.;  Joseph  Gntm&n,  Trns.;  F.  Thomelj, 

See.;  John  Mosa,  M.  8d  V.;  T.  J.  McCartv,  M.  2d  V.;  H.  F.  Smiley,  M.  let  V.  1881— Hiram 
F.  Srailev,  H.  P.;  J.  E.  Rawlinson.  K.;  W.  Seymour  Case,  S.;  L.  C.  Coleman,  R.  A.  C;  M.  T. 
Moore,  C.  of  H.;  D.  Drumraond,  P.  S.;  Joseph  Gutman,  Treas..  0.  H.  Smith,  Sec.;  0.  G.  Aua- 
tin,  M.  2i  V.;  John  Edwards,  M.  2d  V.;  M.  F.  Hubbard.  M.  Ist  V. 

Ommandert/,  No.  9. — This  order  was  organized  under  a  dispensation  granted  April  5, 
1870,  and  their  Charter  was  iesoed  January  19,  1871,  and  signed  W  William  Ueiner,  Grand 
Commander;  H.  N.  Sherman,  Grand  Generaliammo,  and  Ljell  T.  liWd,  Grand  Captain  Gon- 
•ral.    The  charter  members  of  the  Lodge  were  Jacob  11.  Gardner,  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  W. 


Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Tyl  er,  M.  P.  Wing,  C.  G.  Wycoff.  John  J.  Hofstetter,  Samuel  N.  Dickinson, 
John  T.  Hemphill,  John  N.  Robinson,  Thomas  D.  Steele,  Hiram  K.  Kelley,  E.  H.  Mcintosh, 
James  D.  Condit  and  Horace  B.  Loomis.  Of  these  charter  members,  Harvey  E.  Hubbard, 
Ooorge  M.  Leach,  B.  G.  Lennox,  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Tyler,  M.  P.  Wing,  John  J. 
Hofttetter,  Samnel  N.  Diokinm,  John  T.  Homphill,  Hiram  B.  Kellej  and  Jamee  D.  Condit 
ttre  still  members  of  the  order. 

The  first  petitioners  for  admission  under  tho  grant  of  the  dispensation  were  J.  W.  Toms 
«nd  Ira  A.  HilL  Aftar  the  granting  of  the  eharter,  dio  €nt  petition  for  admnrion  waa  that  of 
Chris.  Scharpf.  Since  ita  <wganiiation,  fifl^-fimr  have  been  admitted,  and  aix  of  this  fifty-four 
Affiliated. 

The  names  of  the  officers  from  date  of  organization  to  the  year  1881,  inclusive,  are  as  fbl> 
lows:  1870— J.  H.  Gardner,  E.  C. ;  W.  H.  Rawlinson,  G. ;  Harvey  E.  Hubbard,  C.  G. ;  W. 
L.  Kennett,  P. ;  M.  P.  Wing,  S.  W. ;  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  J.  W. ;  Ira  A.  Hill,  Treas. :  B  G. 
Lennox,  R. ;  George  M.  Leach,  Standard  Bearer;  J.  J.  Hofstetter,  Sword  Bearer  ;  S.  .1.  Pren- 
tiss, W. ;  T.  B.  Tyler,  S.  1871— J.  H.  Gardener,  E.  C. ;  W.  11.  Rawlinson,  G. ;  Harvey  B. 
Hubbard,  C.  G.;  W.  L.  Kennett,  P  :  M.  P.  Wing,  S.  W\  ;  Fred  Rinc.  Jr.,  J.  W. ;  Ira  A. 
Hill,  Treas. ;  J.  W.  Toms,  R. ;  George  M.  Leach,  Standard  Bearer ;  £.  G.  Robbina,  Sword 
Bearer;  L.  J.  Prentiss,  W. ;  I.  H.  l^lton,  8.  1872— W.  H.  Rawlinson,  E.  C. ;  Harvey  B. 
Hubbard.  G. ;  Fred  Rinp,  Jr.,  C.  G. ;  W.  L.  Kennett,  P.;  M.  P.  Wing,  S.  W. ;  S.  J.  Pren- 
tiss, J.  W. ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas. ;  J.  W.  Toms,  R. ;  George  M.  Leach,  Standard  Bearer ;  I. 
H.  Moulton,  Sword  Bearer ;  W.  S.  Case,  W. ;  F.  H.  Lockman,  S.  1873— Harvey  E.  Hub- 
bard,  E.  C. ;  M.  P.  Wing,  G. ;  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  C.  G.  :  W.  L.  Kennett,  P. ;  L.  J.  Prentiss,  S. 
W. ;  W.  S.  Case,  J.  W.  ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas. ;  J.  W.  Toms,  R. ;  I.  II.  Moulton,  Standard 
Bearer;  W.  S.  Prentiss,  Sword  Bearer;  L.  Rossiter,  W. ;  John  Moss,  S.  1874 — Harvey  E. 
Hubbard,  E.  C. ;  M.  P.  Wing,  G. ;  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  C.  G. ;  W.  L.  Kennett,  P. ;  L.  Rossiter, 
S.  W. ;  W.  S.  Prentiss,  J.  W.  ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas.;  C.  A.  Hubbard,  R. ;  J.  E.  Rawlinson, 
Standard  Bearer ;  E.  G.  Bobbins,  Sword  Bearer ;  F.  U.  Lockman,  W. ;  John  Torrance,  S. 
1876— M.  P.  Wing,  E.  C. ;  Fred  Rinjf,  Jr.,  G. ;  W.  L.  Kennett,  C.  G. ;  S.  J.  Prentiss,  P. ; 
W.  S.  Case,  S.  \V. ;  H.  F.  Smiley,  J.  W. ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas. ;  A.  Magnussen,  R. ;  J.  E. 
Rawlinson,  Standard  Bearer;  E.  G.  Bobbins,  Sword  Bearer;  F.  Kunerth,  W. ;  George  Leach, 
8.  1876— Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  E.  C. :  I.  H.  Moulton,  G. ;  W.  S.  Prentiss,  C.  G. ;  Harvey  E. 
Hnbbard,  P. ;  H.  F.  Smiley,  S.  W. ;  W.  S.  Case,  J.  W.;  C.  F.  Scharpf;  Treas. ;  A.  Magnus- 
sen,  R. ;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  Standard  Bearer ;  John  Moss,  Sword  Bearer ;  F.  Kunerth,  W.  ;  A. 
O.  Stevens,  S.  1877— Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  E.  C. ;  L.  Rossiter,  G. ;  H.  F.  Smiley,  C.  G. ;  Har- 
vey  E.  Hubbard,  P.;  W.  S.  Case,  S.  W.;  J.  E.  Rawlinson,  J.  W.;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas.; 
M.  T.  Moore,  R.  ;  J.  Emery,  Standard  Bearer;  John  Torrance,  Sword  Bearer;  D.  Drum- 
mond,  W. ;  A.  0.  Stevens,  S.  1878— L.  Rossiter,  £.  G. ;  H.  F.  Smiley,  G. ;  Martin  T. 
Moore,  C.  G. ;  Edgar  E.  Cloogh,  P. ;  W.  8.  Case,  S.  W. ;  David  Dmmmond,  Jr.,  J.  W. ;  G. 
F.  Scharpf,  Treas.;  Fred  Thornely,  R. ;  J.  Emery,  Standard  Bearer;  Harvey  B.  Laflin, 
Sword  Bearer ;  A.  Magnussen,  W. ;  Arthur  0.  Stevens,  S.  1879 — L.  Rossiter,  E.  C. ;  H.  F. 
Smiley,  G. ;  Martin  T.  Moore,  C.  G. ;  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  P. ;  W.  S.  Case,  S.  W. ;  David  Drum- 
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mond,  Jr.,  J*  W. ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Tre«8. ;  Fred  Thornely,  R. ;  J.  Emery,  Standard  Bearer; 
Joseph  E.  Rawlinaon,  Sirord  Bmrer;  A.  Magnossen,  W. ;  John  Moss,  S.  1880 — ^Hinn  F. 

Smiley,  E.  C. ;  VV.  S.  Case,  G. ;  Martin  T.  Moore,  C.  G. ,  Fred  Ring,  Jr.,  P. ;  M.  P.  Wing, 
S.  W. ;  David  Drummond,  Jr.,  J.  W. ;  C.  F.  Scharpf,  Treas. ;  Fred  Thornely,  R. ;  Joseph  E. 
Rawlinsou,  Standard  Bearer;  Fred  Copeland,  Sword  Bearer;  John  Torrance,  W. ;  John  Moas, 
S.  1881— Martin  T.  Moore,  E.  C. ;  W.  S.  Case,  6. ;  I.  H.  Moolton,  C.  G. ;  Fred  Ring,  Jr., 
P.  ;  David  Drummond,  Jr.,  S.  W. ;  Joseph  E.  Rawlinson,  J.  W. ;  C.  F.  Scharpf.  Tr«L<. ; 
Uiram  F.  Smiley,  R. ;  Josephus  Emery,  Standard  Bearer;  Fred  Copeland,  Sword  Bearer; 
John  Moss,  W. ;  M.  J.  Pitkm,  S. 

I.  0.  o  w. 

La  CroHse  VaUey  Lo<l/c,  No.  149. — In  the  summer  of  1853,  a  fi'w  persons  who  had  been, 
prerious  to  their  arrival  here,  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows'  Lodge,  procured  a  charter  from 
Um  Onnd  Lodge,  and  institiitefl  as  D.  D.  G.  M.  La  Crosse  Lodse,  No.  69,  whieh  soon  gathend 
within  its  folds  the  beat  and  moit  prominent  citizens  of  that  early  day.  It  flourished  for  msiy 
years,  until  the  conduct  unbecoming  of  Odd  Fellows,  on  the  part  of  some  of  its  trusted  officers, 
and  the  hard  times  that  followed  the  financial  crash  of  1857,  forced  it,  in  1859,  to  give  up  its 
charter.  For  abont  ten  yean  after  that  event  the  order  was  not  represented  in  La  Crosse.  But 
in  the  summer  of  1868,  several  ancient  brothers,  having  withdrawal  cards  from  other  lodges, 
working  in  the  German  laoffUM|e,  and  some  from  La  Crosse  Lodge,  No.  69,  concluded  to  oooe 
more  revive  the  spirit  of  Odd  Fellowship  in  oar  fhen  rapidly  growing  city.  They  asked  tor  a 
charter  to  work  in  the  German  language,  which  was  granted.  The  names  of  the  charter  meiD- 
bers  were:  Theodore  Rodolf,  George  Scharpf.  A.  Wehausen,  F.  Steffen,  John  Rao  and  A.  P. 
Mazurkiewits.  Of  these  Rodolf,  Scharpf  and  Wehausen  had  been  members  of  La  Crosse  Lodge, 
No.  69.  On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1868,  Special  Deputy  Henry  Sohwarts,  of  Madisoo, 
brought  the  charter,  and  instituted  La  Croese  Valley  Lodge,  No.  149,  in  the  old  Masonic  H&ll. 
in  Levy's  Block  on  Pearl  street.  The  first  officers  of  the  lodge  were :  Theodore  Rodolf,  M. 
G.;  George  Scharpf,  V.  G.;  A.  P.  Masnrkiewits,  Secretary;  John  Ran,  Treasarer;  A.  We> 
hnnsen  WM  appointed  Conductor,  and  F.  Steffen,  Warden.  That  same  evening,  the  following 
ancient  members  were  admitted  by  card :  J.  M.  Levy,  Adalbert  Moeller,  J.  Kutzborski,  C.  F. 
Hoffman,  Charles  Koenig,  Isaac  Tuteur,  and  the  following  were  admitted  by  initiation,  viz., 
Chis.  Oarl,  Wed.  Schodl,  H.  Angelrotii  and  James  Lnmpp.  So  the  lodge  was  started  on  iM 
mission  with  a  membership  of  sixteen  active  and  determined  members.  The  succeeding  mest> 
ings  were  held  in  the  brick  building  on  the  east  side  of  Front  street,  between  State  and  Mais 
streets,  over  the  store  of  Mr.  Leeman,  and  rented  from  the  Good  Templar's  Lodge.  New  nen- 
heit  were  eonstintly  initiated.  At  the  end  of  the  quarter,  after  all  expenses  for  regalia  and 
other  necessary  outfits  had  been  paid,  the  Treasury  showed  a  surplus  of  over  $200.  Shortly 
after  the  lodge  was  started,  it  had  occasion  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  who  promised  to  become  a 

noinent  member  of  the  order,  Adalbert  Moeller.  He  was  boried  by  Ls  Crosse  YsBsy 
ge  on  July  8,  1868,  George  Scharpf  ofliciiiting  as  N.  G.  The  interest  in  the  order  went 
on  unabated.  They  rented  the  hall  in  the  new  building,  then  being  erected  by  Theodore  Ro- 
dolf, and  dedicated  the  same  on  January  1, 1869.  The  address  was  delivered  by  D.  D.  G.  H. 
Rodolf  in  German.  Aooessions  to  membership  were  so  rapidly  made  that  larger  and  more 
fashionable  quarters  were  demanded,  so  on  Friday  evening,  April  2t),  1878,  their  present  hall 
in  Rodolf 's  Block  was  dedicated,  Theodore  Kodolf  delivering  the  dedicatory  address.  Thej 
nnmber  now  about  180  members  in  good  standing. 

Gateway  City  Lodye^  No»  16S.-^Thm  lodge  was  organized  August  17, 1868,  by  D.  D.  G. 
M.*Rodolf,  under  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  granted  to  the  following  per- 
sons :  Orrin  L.  Smith,  Harvey  J.  Peck,  George  Howard,  Jacob  P.  Whelpey,  George  IL 
Leech  and  Parker  C.  Dunn.  The  first  officen  of  the  lodge  were:  Parker  C.  Dnnn,  K.  0.; 
Harvey  J.  Peck,  V.  G.;  Orrin  I*.  Smith,  Secretary  :  George  Howard,  Treasurer;  George  M. 
Leach,  Warden  ;  Jacob  P.  Whelpey,  Conductor.  The  place  of  meeting  was  in  a  amall  ball  od 
Front  street,  opposite  McOnUocn's  store.   The  first  applicvtion  for  membeiship  wss  nesifed 
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that  evening  from  Dan  Webster.  F.  0.  Ketcham,  James  L.  Brackett,  J.  C.  Ootmans,  6.  W. 
Williams  ana  John  Gkxldard  were  received  and  initiated.  H.  C.  Heath,  George  Famam,  AIex> 
ander  McMilha,  Levi  Drake,  Angus  CaHioion,  P.  S.  McArthur,  D.  D.  Pollejs  and  James 
Thomasson  were  received  as  members  on  deposit  of  cards.  The  first  member  lost  by  death  was 
John  Milton,  who  was  buried  October  15,  1877.  The  order  contains  now  about  eighty  members 
in  good  standing.  In  the  statement  of  the  Grand  Master,  in  the  Centennial  year,  he  refers  to 
this  lodge  aa  "  the  banner  lodge,"  and  "  this  jurisdiction  the  banner  one  of  the  State." 
There  is  a  library  in  connection  with  this  order,  containing  between  250  and  800  volumes.  The 
hall  whieh  ih^  now  oocopy  in  Rodolf '■  Block,  is  also  occupied  by  La  Crosse  Valley  Lodge,  and 
hae  been  furnished  by  the  two  lodges,  at  a  cost  of  about  $600. 

ha  Orotic  Encampment,  No.  64 — Was  instituted  October  25, 1871,  by  Louis  Silber,  G.  P., 
in  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  in  Rodolf's  Block.  The  first  oflScers  were  as  follows  :  Theodore 
Bodolf,  0.  P.;  Harvey  J,  Peck,  H.  P.;  Orrin  L.  Smith,  Secretary ;  George  Scharpf,  Treaa- 
nrer;  Henry  C.  Heath,  S.  W.;  G.  W.  Williams,  J.  W.  The  charter  members  were  Theodore 
Rodolf,  Harvey  J.  Peck,  Orrin  L.  Smith,  George  Scharpf,  Henry  C.  Heath,  G.  W.  Williams 
and  Fred.  Sehoell.  On  ibe  day  of  organisation  eight  persons  were  admitted  making  in  all  &£• 
teen  members.  The  present  officers  nre  :  George  Scharpf,  C.  P.;  W.  W.  Taylor,  H.  P.; 
Theodore  Rodolf,  Secretary ;  John  Schilling,  Treaeorer ;  J.  P.  Scott,  S.  W.;  S.  Steinam,  J. 
W.  The  order  now  nnmbers  thirty-three  members.  Meetings,  second  and  firarth  Wednesdays 
each  month. 

Adeh  Lodge,  No  4^),  Daughter»  of  Rebecca — Instituted  by  D.  G.  M.  Rodolf,  assisted  by 
George  Scharpf,  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  1874.  The  charter  members  were  J.  A.  Cullman, 
Stephen  Mneller,  Joseph  Horn,  Julius  Ocklitz,  C.  F.  Klein,  F.  Kunert,  Chris  Bayer,  I. 
Husing,  Jacob  Rau,  John  Thoeni,  John  Walcker,  Henry  Groth,  J.  G.  Renggli ;  and  sisters, 
Anna  Husing,  Sophia  Cullman,  Adella  Groth,  Katharina  Ocklitz,  Sybilla  Rau,  Catherine  Rau, 
Caroline  Klein,  Jalia  Horn,  Magdalane  Werner,  Msria  Thoeni,  Maria  Waeker  and  Line 
Mueller. 

The  first  ofScers  were  John  Wacker,  K.  G.;  Sabilla  Rau,  V.  G.;  Anna  Huasing,  Rec. 
See.;  Mary  Waldter,  Per.  See.;  ChristiBa  Ban,  Trees. 

This  order  now  numbers  twenty>one  members  in  good  standing,  and  has  "  faithfully  per- 
formed its  duty  of  charity  and  benevolence,  and  we  can  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  jewels  in  the 

crown  of  glory." 

The  present  officers  are  Mrs.  Mary  Schilling,  N.  G.;  Helena  Masnrldwitl,  Y.  G.;  MlS. 
Amelia  Franksen,  R.  S.;  C.  F.  Klein,  P.  S.;  Mrs.  Mary  Wacker,  Ireas. 

Meets  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 

Normanna  Lodge,  No.         Was  instituted  June  18,  1876,  under  a  dispensation  granted 

by  the  Grand  Ma.ster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  It  wssorganizorl  by  P.  G.  M.  Theo- 
dore Rodolf  and  D.  D.  G.  M.  Orrin  L.  Smith.  The  names  of  the  charter  members  are  A. 
Magnussen,  John  C.  Miller,  P.  A.  Fodstad,  G.  Holmberg,  C.  Pederson  Oe&taas  and  O.  S. 
Lund. 

The  first  officer.^  were  A.  Magnussen,  N.  G.;  John  C.  Miller,  Y.  G.;  P.  A.  Fodstad,  B. 

S.;  C.  Pederson  Oefstad,  Treas. 

The  order  now  numbers  fifty- four  members.  "  Two  principal  causes  have  combined  to 
check  the  advance  of  this  lodge,  in  number  and  influence;  first,  the  habit.-*  and  traditions  of  the 
Norwegians  incline  them  to  regard  all  secret  societies  with  suspicion,  and  second,  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  church  has  been  brought  to  bear  to  deter  its  members  from  jmning  its  order." 
These  are  referred  to  in  an  address  by  John  C.  Miller,  as  follows :  "  Both  these  causes  will  no 
doubt  in  time  lose  their  force.  As  tbey  originate  in  an  honest  difference  of  opinion,  and  no 
doubt  are  inspired  by  the  best  of  motives,  they  must  neeessarily  give  way  before  the  daily  proofs 
that  they  are  not  founded  in  reason.  As  the  workings  of  our  order  ue  examined  and  its  bene- 
ficial results  become  more  and  more  apparent,  we  cherish  the  hope  that  all  of  our  countrymen, 
both  clergy  and  laity,  will  see  that  its  only  purpose  is  to  do  good,  and  to  practice  on  the  broad- 
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est  scale  the  true  priaoiples  of  Christian  oharity.  And  when  they  become  coDvinced  that  it 
does  nothing,  and  teaehes  nothine,  opposed  to  religion,  or  to  do  good  of  aoeiety,  they  vilt  eeate 

to  oppose  it.  Never  so  long  as  the  feelings  of  humani^  continue  in  the  human  heart,  will  the 
principals  of  Odd  Fellowsliip  cease  to  exist.  As  long  as  'charity  is  kind,'  will  the  order 
flourish  and  be  populous  among  the  people  of  the  earth.  The  principals  of  Odd  Fellowship 
teach  us  to  subdue  the  selfish  feelings  in  our  own  hearts,  and  to  commiserate  the  misfortunes  of 
our  fellows.  They  teach  us  kindness,  humility  and  forbearance.  They  teach  us  to  take  notice 
of  oar  fellows  in  distress,  and  to  relieve  their  necessities.  They  instruct  us  in  the  doctrine  of 
lore  and  bamanity.  They  enlighten  and  illnminate  oar  afiSsetions,  and  bring  na  into  the  day- 
light and  wannth  of  a  broad  human  nature.  The  sweetest  impulses  of  the  hnman  heart  aie 
those  feelings  of  pity  which  bubble  up  spontaneously  in  it,  like  the  pure  waters  of  a  spring. 
The  sincere  lover  of  his  kind  and  the  well-wisher  oi  all  men  is  the  true  Odd  Fellow.  Upon 
hia  ihonlden  reat  the  mantle  of  die  holy  Nazarine.  Pain  and  adToring  exist  on  all  hands,  and 
mast  continue  to  exist  as  long  as  society  is  organized  as  it  is  at  present.  There  can  be  no  help 
for  it,  and  all  that  can  be  done  is  to  ameliorate  suffering  and  distrasa  by  gentle  words  and  kindly 
netiona,  until  tbo  brutality  of  the  raoe  is  eradicated  firom  the  hunuui  heart  by  tho  ftmentalMaa 
of  life." 

Meets  every  Tuesday  evening  in  the  hall  in  Rodolfs  Block. 

Roll  of  oQicers  of  Wormanna  Loi^e,  No.  260,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  for  the  term  commencing  June 
18,  1876,  and  ending  December  81, 1876 ;  A.  Magnussen,  N.  G.;  J.  C  Miller,  V.  G.;  P.  A.  Fod- 
stad,  S.;  C.  P.  Oefstaas,  T.  For  term  ending  June  30,  1877— J.  C.  Miller,  N.  G.;  P.  A.  Fodstad, 
Y.  G.;  CP.  Oe&taas,  S.;  N.  G.  Hilleetad,  P.  S.;  G.  Holmbeig,  T.  For  term  ending  December 31, 

1877— P.  A.  Fodstad,  N.  G.; N.  O.  Hilleatad^V.  0.;  Jobn  K.  Skaurberg,  S.;  0. 0.  Hals,P. 8.; 0. 
Holmberg,  T.  For  term  ending  Juno  30,  1878— N.  G.  Ilillestad,  N.  G.;  C.  P.  Oefttsas,  V. 
G.;  G.  Ilolmberg,  S.;  0.  0.  Hals,  P.  S.;  0.  Larson,  T.     For  term  ending  December  31, 

1878—  A.  Magnussen,  N.  G.;  A.  Hoff,  V.  G.;  L.  Coren,  S.;  G.  Holmberg,  P.  S.;  0.  Lareon* 
T.  For  term  ending  Juno  80,  1879— A.  Coren,  N.  G.;  Eroil  Berg,  V.  G.;  L.  Coren,  S.;  0. 
Larson,  T.  For  term  ending  December  31,  1879— Emil  Berg,  N.  G.;  L.  Coren,  V.  G.;  L. 
£.  Elstad,  S.i  M.  Dahl,  P.  S.;  0.  Larson,  T.  For  term  ending  Jane  30,  1880— L.  Corea. 
N.  O.;  L.  B.  Elatad.  Y.  0.;  0.  Brandt,  S.;  O.  M.  Sangstad,  P.  S.;  0.  Larson,  T.  For  term 
ending  December  81,  1880— C.  P.  Oefetaas,  N.  G.;  C.  Brandt,  V.  G.;  M.  Dahl,  S.;  B. 
Hallaper,  P.  S.;  0.  Larson,  T.  For  term  ending  June  30,  1881—0.  M.  Sangstad,  N.  G.; 
M.  Dahl,  V.  G.;  K.  Hallager,  S.;  Emil  lierg,  i\  S.;  0.  Larson,  T.  For  term  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1881— M.  Dahl,  N.  O.;  O.  T.  Thom|Mon,  Y.  O.;  R.  Hallager,  8.;  Bmil  Be^  P.  84 
0.  Laraon,  T. 

ORAND  LOHtiK  OF  A.  0.  U.  W.,  OF  WLsc(j.NSIN. 

On  die  2d  day  of  February,  1877,  the  following  named  persons,  representatives  of  their 
respective  lodges.  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  La  Crosse,  G.  H.  Bartlett,  C.  S,  Johnson, 
C.  E.  Lumley;  La  Crosse  Lodge,  No.  2,  of  La  Crosse,  H.  F.  Smiley,  H.  C.  Heath.  C.  H. 
Palmer;  Teutonia  Lodge,  No.  3,  of  La  Crosse,  C.  Simonet,  I.  G.  May,  Charles  OttiUie; 
Sparta  Lodge,  No.  4  of  Sparta,  Q.  M.  Lainc,  0.  M.  Masters ;  Bangor  Lodge,  No.  5,  of  Ban- 
gor,  D.  E.  Moore.  E.  J.  Hughes,  J.  H.  Hughes,  met  at  the  hall  of  La  Crosse  Lodge,  No.  2, 
and  Teutonia  Lodge  No.  3,  iTi  Gile's  Block,  La  Crossei,  for  the  porpoao  of  oxg^iang  a  Gfud 
Lodge  of  the  A.  0.  U.  W.  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

The  lodge  was  then  instituted  by  D.  D.  S.  M.  VV.  0.  J.  Noble,  who  conferred  the  Grand 
Lodge  degree  on  the  abovo-namod  Bepresentativea  and  Paat  Master  Workmen,  from  eaoh  of  the 
five  lodges  represented. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected ;  G.  M.  Lung,  P.  O.  M.  W. ;  H.  F.  Smiley,  6. 
M.  W. ;  C.  M.  Masters,  G.  F. ;  D.  E.  Moore,  G.  0. ;  II.  C.  Heath,  G.  Recorder;  L  G.  May, 
G.  Receiver;  G.  II.  Bartlett,  G.  G. ;  C.  E.  Lumley,  G.  W. 

0.  J.  Noble,  after  having  installed  the  above  oQicers  in  their  respective  chairs,  deUfSn4 
the  fidlowing  adcbresa : 
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Gum  llARn  WoBKMm  Am  Bbotbbis  :  Ton  tn  bow  entariag  opoB  •  mw  tad  Impoftaat  tM  Id  th*  hliloiy 
•f  «Br  OTdvr.  ma  «rd«r  whioh,  at  the  pfNMBt  tto%  to  «Mltfaig  ■MOTtloa  wmaag  ihe  publte  thw  uqt  00m  otd«r 
•f  tk*  kind,  qoito  m  maeh,  pcrhi^,  m  all  lha  almn  aaaUmd.  H«Baa»  tha  iaparlaaaa  of  yonr  poainana  aa  icpr^ 
•enUtWca  of  ita  objteta  and  pnrpoNa.  Aaaanblad  aa  jou  ara  hara,  for  tlia  purpoee  of  forming  a  Qrand  Lodge,  or 
legUIatiTO  body,  wboie  biuinOM  it  will  b«  to  eoaet  such  laws,  regulations  and  rales  aa  shall  protect  the  highest  inler- 
aais  of  the  order  in  your  jurisilictior,  jiur  conBtiiuents  have  laid  upon  you  a  gr*at  responsibility,  and  have  a  right 
to  expect  you  will  divest  yourselre*  of  every  veiiiige  of  selfishness  and  legislate  for  the  gooti  of  all,  adopting  for  your 
■Wtto,  the  Golden  Kule,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  thetn  do  by  you." 

In  your  deliberations,  my  brolhero,  remember  thai  the  order  is  but  in  its  infancy,  consequonlly  it  needn  wise 
legislation  to  develop  !vnd  promote  it><  fuiurc  usefulness.  Seek  wisdom  therefore,  from  the  only  true  uourco  of  J  . 
(rw  WM^ia;  from  Uim  wiio  "giveth  liberally  and  upbraidath  not."  For  a  moment,  in  imagination,  cast  your  eyes 
OTar  tkia  entire  jurisdiction,  and  behold  thousanda  of  fiuaUica  whosa  future  financial  condition  may,  poitibltf,  depend 
laagtly  apon  the  results  of  your  labors  in  tbia  graat  and  gUrioui  oausa  of  huaaa  alaration  and  protection.  Thara* 
tet)  lot  us  be  calm  and  oonaidarata ;  lot  no  ponmial  feeling  bias  your  Judgmaat ;  bo  root  of  bittemass  deTclop  itaalf 
to  Mr  Um  hamooy  of  jour  Botkwn;  bo  alomMt  of  dJaoord  mlar  iBto  joar  dtoooatioDB  that  will  toad  to  croati 
jodoaalM  aad  haart  taiuapb  bai  ooirtoaA  aawAill^  aad  mrmmAj,  waA  ooaitoaadly  Ibr  tho  poiata  at  lamo  la  nar 
dilMtah  aai  Bhiila  to  Ifea  tiiirfoai  of  tho  wjoiity  wMwat  a  waiar,  aad  wlwa  yea  ahall  haya  completed  tho  bari- 
Bow  fbr  whtoh  joa  BO'VO  aiamMod,  and  ratira  to  yonr  irariotn  airooatlona  oatddo  the  lodge  room,  let  your  dooMaaor 
be  such  as  will  tend  to  elevate,  not  only  your  own  mind,  but  also  the  mind  of  all  vrith  whom  yon  may  boaMOdOtOd; 
than  yoax  labora  will  noi  and  in  Tain.    Then  shall  the  order  prosper  in  this  juriedicliou,  and  though 

'*  Rooks  and  atonao,  aad  hoavjr  hatdoa* 

An  oar  lot  to  aiootoad  boar, 
Tot,  whoa  wo  oroot  tho  ilomj  'Jvrim 

We'll  bo  froo  fhMB  ofoij  oaro. 
Where  no  diatrosa  worda  ara  erer  spoken, 
And  joy  and  peace  shall  be  unbroken 

In  that  land  that's  ever  green," 

whflo  tMMMtioaa  yot  aaborn  wm  itoo  ap  aad  odl  70a  UMiad. 

Since  its  organization  here  in  La  Crosse,  the  regahr  meetings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wis- 
ooDsin  have  been  held  in  Milwaukee. 

AHOnn  OBDBR  OV  URIVBD  WORKHBN. 

La  OrotM  Lct^  JVb.  i9— Waa  organised  in  the  hall  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  hy  O.  J.  Noble, 

September  8,  1876.  Their  charter  is  dated  September  1,  1876,  upon  which  are  the  names  of 
the  following  the  chartered  members:  James  Bojcott,  H.  B.  Laflin,  B.  F.  Gipple,  H.  G. 
Heath,  Lafe  Holmes,  Georee  Howard,  W.  J.  Tamer,  Henry  Sehlone,  Edward  Orooon,  J.  B. 
Williams,  F.  Jacobus,  E.  if.  Bagley,  C.  H.  Palmer,  Lemuel  Drake,  H.  R.  Vincent,  P.  A.  Bige- 
low,  J.  L.  Gipple,  G.  W.  Scott,  Seth  Morse,  M.  T.  Moore,  H.  S.  Phillips,  H.  F.  Smiley, 
George  D.  Shaw,  L.  A.  Towne,  J.  S.  Colman,  J.  A.  Love,  N.  IL  Nelson,  W.  H.  Reese  antl 
M.  Hii^hhei  mer.  The  fir^t  ofTicers  were!  H.  F.  Smiley,  P.  H.  W. }  H.  C.  Ilcath,  M.  VV,;  0. 
H.  Palmer,  Foreman  ;  Seth  Morse,  Overseer;  James  Boycott,  Recorder;  M.  T.  Moore,  Finan- 
cier; B.  F.  Gipple,  Receiver;  Edward  Cronon,  Guide;  J.  B.  Williams,  L  W. ;  G.  \V.  Scott, 
0.  W.  The  present  offieera  are  G.  W.  Seott,  M.  W. ;  M.  Hirshhdmer,  Foreman ;  H.  Ghris- 
john.  Overseer;  Edwunl  Cronon,  Recorder;  II.  C.  Heath,  Financier;  H.  K.  Vincent, 
Receiver;  Charles  Warnner,  Guide;  W.  U.  Reese,  L  W. ;  J.  A.  Nimocks,  0.  W.  The  order 
now  nambers  about  eighty  members,  and  meets  in  their  hall  in  Rodolf  s'  Block  every  Tuesday 
erening. 

Tentonia  Lodge,  No.  3 — Was  organized  in  the  hall  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  by  0.  J.  Noble,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1876,  with  Charles  Otillie,  I.  G.  May,  H.  Iliising,  11.  Helfact,  L.  Gtctting,  Louis 
Rankle,  H.  Rasemati,  Viilentitie  Da-rre,  Paul  Lutz,  J.  llirsch,  Charles  Pasche,  C.  Simonet, 
Henry  Range  and  M.  Mader  m  chartered  memhcrs.  Tho  first  officers  of  the  order  were  C. 
Simonet,  P.  M.  W. ;  Charles  Otillie,  M.  W. ;  11.  Helfact,  Foreman ;  C.  Pascha,  Overseer ; 
Henry  Runge,  Recorder;  John  Hireeh,  F. ;  L  G.  May,  ReoaTcr;  M.  Mader,  I.  G. ;  Valen- 
tine  Doerre,  0.  G.  The  order  now  numbers  eighty-eight  members,  who  meet  every  \Vednesilny 
evening.  The  present  officers  are  John  Young,  M.  W. ;  Nicholas  ilterter.  Foreman ;  Jacob 
Ruplin,  Oreraeer;  I.  G.  May,  Recorder;  Lonia  Rankle,  F. ;  John  IKHlling,  ReosiTer ;  J.  Pra- 
Behek»  G. ;  Paul  Motie,  I.  G. ;  G.  Nedewiok,  0.  G. 
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KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHTAS. 

This  order  was  organized  April  22,  1880,  in  the  ball  of  tlio  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  irith  thirty-one  charter  members,  by  Oeorse  B.  Shaw,  Supreme  Repreeeotitive;  J* 
M.  Morrow,  Qnnd  Chancellor ;  I),  W.  Fay,  Grand  Vice  Chancellor ;  T.  W.  Hamilton,  Gnad 
Master  at  Arms,  and  John  A.  Hinsey,  Grand  Lectarer.  The  6r8t  officers  of  the  order  were: 
Thomas  A.  Dyson,  P.  C. ;  Mills  Tourtelotte,  C.  C. ;  E.  W.  Ford,  V.  C. ;  L.  W.  Alger,  F. ; 
Lefe  Holmee,  H.  F. ;  D.  H.  Pklmer,  M.  B. :  G.  F.  Clement,  K.  R.  S. ;  B.  F.  Douie^ If.  A. ; 
Matt  Weix,  E.  G. ;  T.  F.  Rodolf,  0.  G.  Since  itg  organization,  it  has  fitted  up  at  e  great 
expense  one  of  the  finest  halls  in  the  State.  Besides  their  roain  hall,  they  occupy  six  other 
rooms,  which  are  also  very  elegantly  and  tastefbtly  arranged.  The  order  now  nambers  between 
sixty-five  and  seventy  merabcra,  who  meet  on  every  Monday  evening.  The  pre.sent  officers  are : 
Mills  Tourtelotte,  P.  C. ;  E.  W.  Ford,  C.  C. ;  Daniel  Murston,  V.  C.  ;  L.  W.  Alger,  P.;  C. 
F.  Clement,  K.  of  R.  and  S. ;  £.  G.  Rodolf,  M.  of  F. ;  £.  F.  Doane,  M.  at  A. ;  George  W. 
Cutler,  L  G. ;  H.  A.  Banney,  0.  G. 

KnOBXB  OV  HOHOB. 

La  Orosge  Lodge,  No.  777 — Organized  Sept.  G.  1877.  by  Deputy  Grand  Dictator,  J.  A. 
Marvin,  of  Milwaukee,  in  the  hall  in  Rodolfs  Block,  with  the  following  persona  as  charter 
members  :  F.  A.  Burton,  John  A.  Ballard,  Darid  Dmmmond,  W.  H.  Egbert,  A.  Foote,  J.  B. 
Flagg,  G.  L.  Goulding,  C.  L.  Lien,  S.  J.  Sherman,  William  A.  Sutor,  T.  H.  Spence,  MilU 
Tourtelotte  and  W.  B.  Webb.  The  first  officers  were  Mills  Tourtelotte.  Pa.st  Dictator:  David 
Drummond,  Dictator;  F.  A.  Barton,  Vice  Dictator;  G.  L.  Goulding,  Assistant  Vice  Dictator ; 
8.  J.  Sherman,  Ooide;  J.  A.  Ballard,  Chaplain;  T.  H.  Spence,  Treasnrar;  W.  A.  Svlor, 
Financial  Reporter;  A.  Foote,  Reporter;  W.  H,  Egbert,  Guardian;  C.  L.  Lien,  Sentinel. 
Trustees,  W.  B.  Webb,  W.  H.  Egbert  and  J,  A.  Ballard.  The  present  officers  are  W.  A.  An- 
derson, Past  Dictator;  George  McMillan,  Dictator;  H.  B.  Smith,  Vice  Dictator;  W.  P. 
Powers,  Assistant  Dictator ;  J.  B.  Webb,  Chaplain ;  S.  F.  Clinton,  Guide ;  G.  H.  Barrooghs, 
Financial  Reporter;  Joseph  Tuteur,  Reporter;  J.  L.  Pettingill,  Reporter;  A.  Moritz,  Guard; 
S.  Clark,  Sentinel.  Since  organization,  two  members  only  have  died,  two  withdrawn  and  two 
Bospendfld.   They  now  nnmber  niaety-oiie  membert,  and  meet  in  Rodolf  Bloek. 

Ea(]le  Lodjr,  No.  152S — Was  organized  in  Rodolf 's  Hall,  corner  of  Main  and  Third 
streets,  by  G.  D.  V.  D.  W.  E.  Howe,  April  4,  1879,  with  the  following  persons  as  charter 
members:  H.  D.  Bussell,  R.  D.  Brown,  E!.  W.  Chamberlain,  Robert  Calvert,  P.  S.  Clark,  S. 
R.  Campbell,  H.  Denniston,  John  Dammon,  E.  F.  Doane,  E.  W.  Ford,  William  Galvin,  H.  C 
Heath,  S.  T.  Harrison,  G.  W.  Harrington.  C.  R.  Jackwitz,  H.  B.  Laflin,  L  G.May,  M.  T. 
Moore.  C.  H.  Marsh,  J.  S.  O'Connor,  J.  H.  Preston,  C.  U.  Palmer,  P.  M.  Plumb,  Frank  H. 
Loon^,  Jaa.  Robineon,  O.  B.  Rose,  A.  A.  Ro|^,  J.  B.  Rawlinsoa,  G.  W.  Soott,  0.  L.  Smi^ 
C.  E.  Sencerbox,  B.  Simonton,  E.  A.  Wilson,  TT.  A.  Winston,  M.  Wadienhdiner,  B.  A. 
Wright,  H.  E.  West,  J.  L.  Wallace,  J.  Wendling,  J.  G.  Weiss. 

The  officers  of  the  lodge  are  elected  semi-annually.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officer* 
from  the  organization  to  date:  1879,  first  term — 0.  L,  Smith,  Dictator;  E.  F.  Doane,  Vice 
Dictator;  E.  W.  F<jr<I,  Assistant  Dictator;  H.  Denniston,  Reporter;  J.  L.  Wallace,  Financial 
Reporter ;  William  Galvin,  Treasurer ;  C.  H.  Palmer,  Guide ;  R.  Calvert,  Chaplain ;  H.  B. 
Laflin,  Physician.  1879,  second  term— B.  W.  Ford,  Dictator;  H.  A.  Winston;  Vioe  Dictator; 
H.  E.  West,  As.sistant  Dictator;  H.  Denniston,  Rc[)ortor ;  C.  R.  Jackwitz,  Financial  Reporter; 
William  Galvin,  Treasurer ;  S.  R.  Campbell,  Guide  ;  P.  L.  Clark,  Chaplain ;  H.  B.  Laflbi 
Physician.  1880,  first  term— H.  A.Winston,  Dictator;  H.  E.  West,  Vice  Dictator ;  C.  H. 
Palmer,  Assistant  Dictator;  S.  R.  Campbell,  Reporter;  H.  C.  Heath,  Financial  Repv>rttr; 
William  Galvin,  Treasurer;  C.  H.  Marsh,  Guide ;  E.  F.  Doane,  Chaplain;  H.  B.  Laflin, 
Medical  Examiner.  1880,  second  term — H.  Denniston,  Dictator  ;  G.  W.  Harrington,  Vice 
Dictator;  B.  F.  Doane,  Aasiataot  Dictator;  S.  R.  Campbell,  Reporter;  H.  C.  Headi, Finiawisl 
Reporter;  William  Galfin,  Treasurer;  B.  F.  Ball,  Guide :  H.  C.  Van  Wie,  Chaplain ;  H. B. 
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Laflin,  Medical  £xamiDer.  1881,  first  term — H.  A.  Winston,  Dictator;  Christian  Hauss, 
Vioe  Dietator;  Jens  Leinloklcen,  AasbteDt  Dietator;  8.  S.  GMu^bell,  Re^rter;  II.  0.  Heath, 
Financial  Reporter;  William  Galvin,  Treemrer;  B.  F.  Ball,  Gttid«;  G.  j5.  Sencerbox,  Gbl^ 
lain;  H.  B.  Laflin,  Medical  Examiner. 

The  lodge  now  numbers,  In  good  standing,  about  seventy  memben,  and  meets  erery  Firiday 
evening,  at  Kodolf 's  Hall,  corner  Main  and  Third  streets. 

ROYAL  ARCANUM. 

T.  B.  Stoddard  Oeuneil^  No.  997,  JSowd  Areanum—Citj  of  La  Oroase,  vaa  inatitoted  by 
Deputy  Supreme  Regent  Alfred  Terry,  at  Rodolf' 8  Hall,  corner  of  Main  and  l^lrd  atreeta,  on 
Satarday  evening,  March  22,  1879.  > 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  charter  members :  W.  8.  Hanscome,  C.  M.  Whitney, 
Joseph  Clark,  David  Law,  W.  E.  Howe,  Ellis  B.  Usher,  John  James,  J.  A.  Ballard,  B.  J.  Van 
Valkenburg,  John  B.  Webb,  Joseph  W.  Losey,  W.  W.  Cargill,  H.  T.  Blis^,  F.  A.  Copeland, 
Robert  A.  Scott,  T.  J.  McCarty.  Dr.  W.  A.  Anderson,  James  Manchester,  Charles  H.  Bur- 
roughs, F.  A.  Burton,  Frank  H.  Lloyd,  T.  R.  Manners,  Mills  Tourtellotte,  D.  A.  McDonald, 
C.  W.  Bunn,  G.  M.  MoDonald,  D.  Dnnnmond,  J.  J.  Mo]>onald,  W.  B.  Webb,  W.  A.  Sator, 
W.  1.  Case. 

The  above  list  eontaina  names  of  our  most  influential  and  substantial  citisens,  and  at  the 

next  meetins  seventeen  additional  persons  were  added  to  the  membership,  among  whom  are 
Capt.  L  H.  Moulton,  N.  D.  Allen,  Frank  Hatch,  Dr.  M.  T.  Moore,  0.  H.  Smith,  E.  G.  Bob- 
bins, D.  D.  McMillan,  T.  H.  Spence,  Josephus  Emery,  A.  H.  Anderson  and  others. 

It  is  one  of  the  strongest  organizations  in  our  city,  and  has  steadily  inereased  in  nambets 

nntil  there  are  at  present.  May,  1881,  fifty-five  active  members. 

The  objects  of  the  order  are:  First — To  unite  fraternally  all  men  of  sound  bodily  health 
and  good  moral  charaeter  who  are  aoehiny  aoeeptable,  and  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and 
sixty.  Second — To  give  all  moral  and  material  aid  in  its  power  to  its  members  and  those  de- 
pendent upon  them.  Third — To  educate  its  members  socially,  morally  and  intellectually  ;  also 
aasiat  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deoeased  members.  Fourth — ^To  establish  a  fond  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  and  distressed  members.  Fifth — ^To  establisli  a  widows'  and  orphans*  benefit  fund, 
from  which,  on  the  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  order  who  has  complied 
with  all  its  lawful  requirements  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ^3,000,  shall  be  paid  to  his  family  or  to 
thoae  defMndent  on  him,  aa  he  may  direct.  The  council  meets  onoe  every  two  weeks,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  and  after  business  has  been  attended  to  refreshments  are  served,  and  a  social  chat 
by  the  members  closes  the  meeting.  The  present  officers  of  the  council,  who  hold  for  one  year, 
from  January  1,  1881,  to  January  1, 1882,  are  as  fellows :  Regent,  W.  E.  Howe ;  Vice  Regent, 
John  B.  Webb;  Orator,  Joseph  Tutour  ;  Secretary,  0.  IT.  Smith;  Treasurer,  Mills  Tniirtel- 
lotte ;  Guide.  W.  S.  Hanscome ;  Collector,  Charles  H.  Burroughs ;  Warden,  Sylvester  Clark  ; 
Sentry,  James  Manchester ;  Chaplain,  John  P.  Bird. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  first  officers  :  Regent,  0.  W.  Bunn ;  Vice  Regent,  W.  E. 
Howe ;  Orator,  J.  W.  Losey ;  Past  Regent,'L)r.  W.  A.  Anderson  ;  Collector,  C.  M.  Whitney ; 
Secretary,  F.  A.  Copeland;  Treasurer,  C.  IL  Burroughs;  Chaplain,  H.  L  Bliss;  Guide,  W.  S. 
Hanscome;  Sentry,  James  Manchester;  Trustees,  David  Law,  Mills  Tourtellotte  .md  D.  A.  Mc- 
Donald. It  is  a  pleasant  item  to  add  that  since  its  organization  to  the  present  time  the  council 
has  not  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  single  member,  and  in  all  respects  its  standing  aa  an 
insnranoe  order  is  second  to  none  in  our  eity. 

AMERICA.N    LEGION  OF  HONOR. 

Pioneer  Council. — This  Association  is  of  recent  origin,  having  its  date  of  organisation 
July  22, 1880. 

Deputy  Supreme  Commander,  W.  fl.  Stevens,  organized  it  in  Theo.  Rodolf 's  Hall,  with  the 
following  charter  members :  J.  M.  Barclay,  F.  Thornely,  L.  W.  Alger,  J.  J.  Fruit,  J.  W.  Losey, 
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W.  8.  Osse,  W.  A.  Sotor,  J.  A.  BaUwrd,  W.  W.  OiigiU,  O.  R.  Montaffae,  D.  Dmmmond,  W. 

W.  Webb,  M.  M.  Ketchura,  J.  Emery,  I.  H.  Moalton,  M.  P.  Wine,  F.  N.  Bagley,  A.  T.  Ken- 
nedy, N.  G.  Hart,  R.  L.  Spence,  J.  C.  Saupe,  G.  McMillan,  B.  Durham,  A.  6.  Prentiw,  J. 
M.  Levy,  E.  W.  ESIHb,  Mods  Anderson,  J.  L.  Pettingill,  L.  Streeter,  S.  W.  Anderson,  F.  W. 
Nolichka,  E.  Howard,  L.  Holmes,  C.  A.  White,  F.  A.  Holbrook,  W.  H.  Barron,  G.  Homid, 
A.  Hirshheimer,  G.  L.  Marshall,  J.  B.  Flagg,  W.  M.  Gaspard,  II.  F.  Smiley,  W.  P.  Powwi, 
R.  Hawley,  H.  B.  Smith,  W.  S.  Holmes,  L.  C.  Holmes,  G.  VV.  Roby,  E.  Palmer,  Ole  LarMB» 
C.  (%Miib«r1aiB.  Hie  oflie«n  mre  J.  W.  Lomj,  Connaader ;  Edgar  Palmer,  Part  Goa- 
IDMlder;  H.  F.  Smiley,  Vice  ConillMlder ;  M.  P.  Wing,  Orator  ;  F.  A.  Holbrook,  Secretary; 
W.  W.  Webb,  Collector ;  A.  Hirshheimer,  Treaaarer ;  U.  B.  Smith,  Chaplain ;  R.  L.  Sponoa, 
Ghiide ;  J.  0.  Saope,  Warden ;  Trustees-— J.  M.  Losey,  Mons  Anderson.  Pment  owe  en: 
J.  L.  Pettingill,  Commander ;  W.  P.  Powers,  Vice  Commander  ;  J.  J.  Fniit,  Or»tor ;  F.  A. 
Holbrook,  Secretary;  Dr.  Edgar  Palmer,  Collector;  Geo.  McMillan,  Treasurer;  H.  B.  Sflltth* 
Chaplain ;  B.  Durham,  Guide ;  J.  Damon,  Warden ;  J.  M.  Barclay,  Sentry, 
now  nunibMr  flfty*ftiiir  menbon. 

TOUNO  lfBH*8  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

PrsTionB  to  the  organisatioiii  of  tikis  aoeietyi  *  nnmber  of  tho  oitiiena  had  fimnod  tkeen* 
selres  into  an  association,  without  any  pemudiMit  organisation,  with  no  oljjoct  of  a  more  de6nite 
character  in  view  than  that  of  instituting  a  course  of  lectures.  This  was  carried  on  for  a  few 
years,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  successfully,  until  the  summer  of  1868,  when  the  idea  of 
<n|^slng  a  Library  Association  was  talked  (tf  among  the  yoang  men,  and  having  met  with  a 
satisfactory  response,  they  determined  to  do  so. 

This  being  the  year  of  the  Presidential  campaign,  and  as  nearly  all  were  more  or  leas 
interated  in  the  resnlt,  it  was  deemed  advinble  to  postpone  any  organization  until  after  eke- 
tion.  Accordingly,  a  meeting  was  called,  to  be  held  on  November  16,  1868.  Mons  Andsraoa 
was  Chairman  of  this  meeting,  and  all  the  necessary  committees  for  organization  were  apf>oinied, 
when  they  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  2l8t  of  the  same  month.  At  this  next  meeting,  the 
organiiation  was  completed  under  Chapter  147  of  the  General  Laws  of  1860,  an  election  of 
officers  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  the /27th,  at  which  time  the  following  were  elected  as  the 
officers  of  the  association  :  W.  W.  Jones,  President ;  W.  A.  Anderson,  Vice  President ;  Theo- 
dore F.  Rodolf,  8eeretary  ;  and  B.  E.  Edwards,  Treasnrer. 

The  association  opened  with  forty-eight  members.  At  this  time,  with  the  exception  of  a 
little  furniture  turned  over  to  them  by  the  members  of  the  lecture  course,  and  a  few  dollars  in 
money,  they  apparently  possessed  nothing  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  a  library. 

The  first  money  procured  for  the  pnrchasa  books  was  by  a  petition,  drenlated  by  some 
of  the  members,  asking  donations,  which  was  generously  responded  to. 

The  first  Library  Committee  consisted  of  P.  S.  Bhrell,  R.  £.  Osborne  and  M.  F.  ColtoD. 
*  The  library  was  opened  in  the  third  story  of  Edwards*  Block,  with  about  eight  hundred  Tolonea. 
They  occupied  these  rooms  sorao  time  previous  to  January  1,  1860,  when  thoy  leased  them  for 
one  year.  The  first  Librarian  was  John  M.  Holley,  who  was  appointed  as  such  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  their  first  catalogue  was  issued  in  August  of  1869. 

During  the  winter  of  1869,  they  instituted  a  course  of  lectures,  as  a  branch  of  their  i'  lusty, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  funds  with  which  to  increase  their  library,  since  which  time 
they  have  successfully  carried  on  the  same,  with  the  same  object  in  view.  At  the  first  regular 
election  after  organisation,  O.  M.  Woodward  was  made  Presidsnt.  Mr.  Holkj  sored  si 
Librarian  up  to  this  time,  when  B.  B.  Osborne  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Tmatees  t» 
succeed  him. 

They  leased  a  room  in  Rodolfs  Block  for  three  years,  whioh  took  effect  January  1,  1870. 
R.  E.  Osborne  served  as  Librarian  until  July,  1870,  when  W.  L.  Osborne  was  elected  to  sac- 
cecd  him  ;  and  he  in  turn  was  suoofdcd  by  R.  T>.  Brotrn,  who  was  elected  in  July,  1871,  and 
served  until  July,  1874,  when  Miss  Annie  £.  llauscome  was  elected,  and  since  which  timeiiie 
has  senred  as  thdr  librarian. 
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In  the  sammer  of  1877,  their  rooms  were  closed  for  a  few  weeks,  and  the  library  was 
n-tmneed  and  classified  by  Miw  Hanscome,  the  Librarian,  and  Miss  A.  M.  Adams,  the  Seore> 
tary,  ana  a  new  catalogae  was  also  issued.  In  December,  1880,  the  library  bad  grown  to  such 
proportions  that  an  additional  room  was  necessary.  Accordingly  an  adjoining  room  was  rented, 
an  arched  doorway  was  ont  throoch  and  a  number  of  shelves  were  also  put  in^  so  that  at  present 
they  occupy  very  large,  comfortalHe  and  pleasant  quarters.  Aside  from  the  first  donation,  this 
association  has  never  received  any  help  from  outside,  with  the  exception  of  a  fow  books  of 
reference,  all  their  books,  etc.,  being  purchased  with  their  own  revenue. 

Although  the  SMOoiation  now  represMits  both  the  old  and  youne,  it  was  mainly  throo^ 
the  efforts  of  the  jonng  men  that  the  organiaation  of  an  aasooiation  of  this  kind  was  undertaiken, 
hence  its  name. 

The  soeiety,  financially,  is  in  ezoeUent  condition,  and  when  the  last  catalogae  was  issued, 

in  the  summer  of  1877,  they  had  over  two  thousand  six  hundred  volumes  of  the  choice't  books 
of  American  and  Enslish  literature  in  all  departments,  the  first  cost  of  which,  after  deducting 
the  usual  bookseUen  disoonnts,  was  over  $8,000. 

Their  books  at  this  time  were  divided  in  nearly  the  following  proportions:  Fiction,  760; 
Travels,  120 ;  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls,  170  ;  History,  245 ;  Biography,  250 ;  Scientific  and 
Educational,  115  ;  Poetry,  75 ;  Books  relating  to  Religion — Historical,  Polemic  and  Scientific, 
105;  Miscellaneous — Essays,  Reviews,  Sketches,  etc.,  200;  Books  of  Reference,  including 
Cyclopedias  and  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  45;  bound  periodicals,  90;  and  about  450  volumes 
of  public  documents.  Since  the  issuing  of  this  catalogue,  additions  have  been  made  to  all  these 
proportions,  making  in  all  now  abont  8,500  volnmes.  The  library,  in  the  great  number  of 
books  and  variety  of  topics  treated,  presents  to  its  members  opportunities  for  instruction  and 
entertaiometit  greater  than  any  offered  by  any  similar  institution  in  the  country,  when  the  low 
scale  of  charges  is  taken  into  eonsideration.  Ever  since  its  ofganisation,  the  assodatiwi  has 
attained  to  a  steady  and  permanent  growth  ;  and  considering  the  harmonious  ooH)pecation  and 
vntiring  seal  of  its  memben,  has  bright  and  flattering  prospects  for  the  fnture. 

TBMPIBAirCB  OReAiriSAZEOlfa. 

O^ood  Templar*. — The  first  lodgo  of  Good  Templars  ever  organized  was  at  Tthaca,  N.  Y., 
in  1852.  In  May,  1855,  the  Right  Worthy  Grand  Lodge  of  }ior\h  America  was  instituted,  and, 
on  the  18th  of  Stey,  1856,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  was  oiganised.  in  the 
month  of  October,  1858,  Twilight  Lodge  was  duly  organized  in  La  Crosse,  in  a  house  that  Mr. 
Seymour  now  occupies,  then  owned  and  occupied  by  B.  S.  Reppy.  Its  power  and  influence  for 
good  has  been  felt  in  this  vicinity  ever  ^inoe,  and  has  been  the  means  whereby  many  a  wayfarer 
has  been  guided  in  the  path  of  truth  and  temperance.  The  earliest  records  concerning  the  soci- 
ety have  been  destrojcd  or  lost,  making  it  impassible  to  obtain  a  complete  history  of  this  society. 
None  of  the  charter  members  now  living  are  still  in  connection  with  it.  Their  first  hall  was  in 
Union  Blodr,  on  the  comer  of  Second  and  State  streets,  thence  into  a  hall  in  Pearl  Block  on 
Pearl  street,  now  owned  by  iTohn  M.  Levy,  and  occupied  by  Strouse  Co.  While  there  the 
buildings  on  each  side  of  it  were  burned,  but  this  one  was  saved.  From  here  they  went  into  a 
ball  in  jvno  Block  on  Wnrnt  street,  comer  of  Main ;  thence  into  6i1e*s  Building  on  Third  street, 
and  then  into  Opera  Block,  which  they  occupied  until  moving  into  their  present  quarters,  comer 
of  Main  and  Fifth  streets.  Twilight  Lodge  has  done  a  steady  and  efiicient  work  in  the  face  of 
contending  obstacles,  and  the  question  is  often  asked,  "  How  do  the  Good  Templars  flourish  ?  " 
etc  The  institution  is  established  on  a  permanent  foundation,  and  has  always  been  in  a  flourish* 
ing  condition.  The  order  of  Good  Templars  not  only  endeavor  to  retain  all  the  good  and  pure 
of  other  temperance  societies,  but,  in  addition,  to  throw  around  the  erring  and  wavering  the  be* 
nefieent  inflnence  of  its  members,  thereby  using  every  motive  which  God  has  plsced  within  reach 
to  rcstniin  vice  and  advance  virtue.  This  organization  admits  alike  within  its  folds  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  our  country  to  a  full  and  equal  membership.  All  may  enjoy  its  privileges  and 
pleMorss,  and  share  in  the  munificent  plus  that  are  extended  &r  the  benwt  and  nlfation  of 
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mankind.  Its  past  history  has  fully  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  its  founders,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  the  greftt  fnndamental  principles  upon  which  it  wu  baaed. 

The  names  of  the  officers  for  the  quarter  beginning  February  1,  1881,  are  as  follows:  H, 
B.  Smith,  W.  C.  T.;  A.  E.  Alter,  P.  W.  C.  T.;  Mrs.  H.  B.  Calahan,  W.  V.  T.;  Rev.  L.  W. 
Brighara,  W.  C;  W.  A,  Darling,  W.  R.  S.;  Florence  Baglev,  W.  A.  R.  S.;  John  P.  Bird,  W- 
F.  §.;  Addie  Reed,  W.  T.;  E.  N.  Osborne,  W.  M.;  Dora  Safford,  W.  A.  M.;  Katie  Uwis.  W. 
E.  H.  S.;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bird,  W.  H.  L.  S.;  H.  N.  Howard,  W.  I.  G.:  John  D.  McMillan,  W.  S. 

Svarkliny  Water  Division^  No.  Sont  of  Temperance. — This  was  instituted  April  12, 
1878,  by  Charies  H.  Mason,  O.  W.  D.,  in  Oile's  Hall  on  Third  street  The  names  of  the  orig- 
inal members  as  they  appear  upon  their  charter  are  as  follows:  Ruel  Weston,  Charles  H. 
Mason,  J.  M.  Hathaway.  A.  L.  Reed,  C.  H.  Greenwood,  A.  S.  Thompson,  6.  W.  Lewis,  J. 
Edwards,  E.  T.  Albert,  Jr.,  Rev.  M.  B.  Balch,  William  Taylor,  J.  Kellogg,  L.  A.  Abbott  and 
J*  P.  Toms.  The  first  officers  were  Charles  H.  Mason.  W.  P.;  J.  Kellogg.  W.  A.;  C.  H. 
Greenwood,  R.  8.;  William  Taylor,  A.  R.  S.;  R.  C.  Douglas."?,  F.  S.;  Rev.  L.  A.  Abbott. 
Chap.;  J.  P.  Toms,  Treas.;  Albert  Heed,  C;  G.  W.  Lewis,  A.  C:  G.  S.  Douglass,  L  S.;  M. 

B.  Pnttt,  0.  S. 

or  the  charter  members,  Ruel  Weston  is  the  only  one  now  in  oonnootion  with  the  lodge^  rf 
the  others,  some  still  reside  in  the  city,  others  have  moved  awq^,  and  some  have  died. 

Since  its  organization,  the  following  prominent  ministers  nave  been  in  connection  witfi  it: 
Rev.  L.  A.  Abbott.  Rev.  B.  Y.  Garrette,  Rev.  E.  E.  Clough,  Rev.  M.  B.  Balch  and  Rev.  L. 
W.  Brigham,  the  last  two  named  still  reside  here,  Rev.  M.  B.  Balch  being  the  Pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev.  L.  W.  Brigham,  the  Pastor  of  St.  Paul's  Universalist 
Chorch. 

The  following  well-known  past  or  present  residents  of  the  city  have,  at  some  period  during  its 
existence,  been  members  of  this  lodge.    J.  A.  Kellogg,  L.  R.  Safford,  D.  N.  Taylor,  Charles 

B.  Warner,  Timothy  Atkinson,  Walter  W.  Webb,  Timothy  Lewis,  M.  B.  Greenwood,  Wama 
A.  Cole,  T.  J.  McCarty,  Ed  F.  Doane,  S.  A.  Sabin,  John  Cody,  George  W.  Scott,  M.  A.  Tur- 
ner, W.  H.  Parshall,  James  Carlisle,  Thomas  Hogan,  William  Drake,  J.  D.  Orton,  W.  0. 
Hanscomb,  Samuel  Fuller,  L.  Marsh,  W.  H.  Smith,  R.  N.  Prowell,  D.  T.  Samuels,  W.  L. 
Vaa  Yalkenberg,  Newton  Blaisdell,  W.  8.  Hanaoomb,  Alexander  Nevins,  Milton  SpaaldiBg 
•ndmany  others  of  equal  importance. 

Sinoe  the  oi^nization  of  this  lodge^  about  six  hundred  persons  ha?e  united,  and  one  im« 
portMt  historical  ftet  1%  thnt  doritig  one  evming,  forty-eight  memberB  were  initiated.  On  tint 
evening,  their  regular  hall  of  meeting  was  not  large  enough,  and  the  hall  in  the  Opera  Bkek 
was  engaged  for  the  evening.  They  now  number  about  eighty  members,  and  meet  every 
Friday  night  in  Temperance  Hall,  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  streets.  The  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Newton  Blaisdell,  W.  P.;  Rev.  M.  B.  Balch,  P.  W.  P.;  Miss  Lulu  Taylor,  R.  S.;  A. 

W.  Melville,  A.  R.  8  ;   Wilcox,  F.  S.;  Ruel  Weston,  Ohftp.;  F.  C.  Smith,  C;  Miss  Btaie 

Farrer,  A.  C;  J.  B.  Williams,  Treasurer. 

Temple  of  Honor ^  No.  61 — ^Was  organised  in  the  TempenuMe  Hall,  in  the  Opera  Block 
April  8,  1876,  by  J.  A.  Watrous,  G.  W.  T. 

There  were  twenty -six  charter  members.  The  first  officers  were  C.  M.  Root,  P.  W.  C.  T.; 
0.  C.  Dibble,  W.  C.  T. ;  M.  J.  Pitkm,  W.  V.  T. ;   Whitcomb,  W.  R. 

The  present  officers  are  H.  C.  Van  Wie,  P.  W.  0.  T.;  James  A.  Reynolds,  W.  C.  T.; 

C.  W.  Rodman,  W.  V.  T. ;  F.  A.  Smith.  W.  R. 

They  meet  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  in  the  Opera  Block,  every  Thursday  evening. 

JfsfKfotot.— >This  Temperanoe  Order  was  otvanised  hj  J.  F.  Morrow,  Deputy  GrsmI 
Sachem,  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  in  Opera  Block,  March  27,  1876,  with  the  following  per- 
sons as  charter  meinbers :  S.  \.  Sabin,  Ruel  Weston,  W.  H.  Smith,  (reorfic  Famam,  J.  H. 
Barnes,  J.  L.  lldnu's,  .1.  A.  Diiniels,  A.  S.  Williams,  W.  R.  Tutnam,  S.  D.  Cargill,  A.  H. 
Lamb,  George  Corthom,  J.  N.  Wilson,  G.  B.  Hauxharst,  J.  B.  Flagg,  Alfonzo  Walcott,  J.  A. 
Bawkua,  T.  I>.  Samuels,  F.  M.  Bnblee,  H.  W.  Wheeler,  F.  A.  Wo^  B.  U.  Oobomek  0.  D. 
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Shaw,  N.  G.  Moore,  A.  E.  Wilson,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Sabin,  Mrs.  George  Farnatn,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Dud- 
\oy,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Williams,  Mrs.  W.  II.  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bawkus,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Holmes,  Mrs. 
N.  Jarvis,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Wilson,  Miss  Ilattie  Willis,  Miss  Lizzie  Barber,  Miss  Minnie  Sabin,  Miss 
Nellie  Dudley,  Miss  Nellie  Holmes,  Miss  Lillie  Uowel,  U.  0.  Kelsej  and  others,  whose  named 
appear  on  the  baek  of  the  charter,  in  all  seventy-six. 

The  first  officers  were  S.  A.  Sabin,  G.  S.  ;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Sabin,  Queen;  W.  H.  Smith, 
G.  P. ;  Miaa  Nellie  Dudley,  Priestess ;  Mrs.  George  Farnam,  Treasurer ;  W.  S.  Williams,  F.  S. ; 
J.  A.  Bawkaa,  Guide. 

The  oflScers  for  1881,  are  as  follows  :  George  Farnam,  G.  S. ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Wilson,  Queen  ; 
William  Taylor,  G.  P. ;  Mrs.  E.  D.  Dudley,  Priestess ;  D.  B.  Worthington,  R.  S. ;  W.  H. 
'  Smith,  F.  S.;  Mn.  W.  H.  Smith,  Treasurer;  A.  C.  McMillan,  Guide. 

The  flode^  now  numbers  105  members,  tnd  metli  tiwtj  Mondaj  erening  in  the  Temper^ 
•Iicc  Hall,  comer  of  Main  and  Fifth  streets. 

Woman's  C/irintian  Temperance  L'nion — Was  organized  in  Jane,  1880,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  cause  of  temperance,  with  a  hirge  membership,  and  the  following  officers:  Mrs. 
E.  Y.  Garrette,  President;  Mesdaiues  A.  McMasters,  Charles  Irish,  L.  W.  Hayhurst,  Joseph 
De  Forest,  L.  W.  Brigbam,  J.  Irwin  Smith  and  William  Irish,  Vice  Presidents ;  Mrs.  H.  £. 
Osborne  and  BL  0.  Dimnd,  Seeratories. 

The  nnion  it  still  in  ezistenoe»  though  inqairj  fiuled  to  slimt  the  prsseot  stains. 

msraLLAiraous  soomiBS. 

Tumen*  Soeie^f. — Dnring  the  summer  of  1855,  a  number  of  young  German  Turners  from 

different  sections  of  the  country  came  to  La  Crosse  with  the  intention  of  malcing  this  place  their 
future  home.  According  to  prevalent  custom  wherever  some  of  them  live  together,  they  resolved 
to  offganise  a  society,  and  on  the  2lBt  day  of  October,  1855,  twenty-two  of  those  jovag 
German  citizens  assembled  at  the  boarding  house  of  Charles  Schaefer,  on  State  street,  and  otgUk* 
iied  the  Gymnastic  Society,"  with  Henry  Hunt  as  President,  William  Krueger  as  Secretuj, 
A.  WehntHsn  w  T^vosorer,  snd  Herann  Lntthlin  as  Gymnsstic  Leader.  The  names  of  tiicso 
organizing  the  society  have  not  been  recorded,  but  we  will  mention  those  that  are  recollected  by 
the  old  members  now  living  her^  they  are:  Ch.  Koeni^  Frans  MuUer,  William  Minor,  Ch. 
Haege,  Adam  Hard,  H.  Lostmeter,  Bmannsl  Newho^  Frsderick  Berger,  Dr.  Johannes,  Oail 
Gesell,  John  Jung,  Joseph  Hauser,  C.  I.  Scharpf,  J.  B.  Jungen.  In  the  year  following  they 
commenced  to  practice  in  the  yard  of  John  Gund's  Brewerv,  on  Front  street,  below  Division. 
In  1859,  the  society  bought  a  lot  of  John  M.  Levy,  on  Fifth  street,  between  Ferry  and  Market, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  vears  thay  added  the  other  four  lots,  the  balance  of  the  half 
block,  and  erecte*!  a  hall  thereon,  known  as  "Turner's  Hall,"  which  building  now  stands  back 
and  west  of  the  present  Germania  Hall,  and  is  still  used  for  gymnastic  exercises.  The  members 
with  thsir  own  hands  planted  the  shade  trees  that  now  ornament  the  present  Germania  Park, 
and  these  trees  stand  as  a  memento  of  their  industry  as  long  as  they  live.  The  society  had 
added  a  great  many  members  from  other  nationalities,  and  was  in  a  dounshing  condition,  when, 
in  1861,  at  the  oathrsak  of  the  war  of  the  rehelUon,  the  younger  and  active  members  enlisted, 
and  the  others  had  to  strive  hard  to  keep  the  organization  intact.  After  the  war,  the  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  society  revived  and  several  classes  continued  active  practice,  and  a 
ajmnastio  school  for  boys  was  added.  In  1869,  the  first  festival  of  the  **  Wisconsin  Turner 
Bund"  was  held  at  La  Crosse,  under  the  auspices  of  this  society,  and  it  was  a  great  success,  be- 
ing attended  by  a  large  number  of  turners  from  Milwaukee  and  other  places.  In  1874,  the 
soeie^  resolved  to  unite  with  the  German  Singers'  Society,  known  as  "  Liederkranz,"  under  the 
name  of  **Deutscher  Yerein,"  and  to  continue  as  a  section  within  said  sodsty  with  a  seperate 
organization,  which  enabled  them  to  keep  a  special  teacher  and  extern!  the  (rymna^itic  classes  for 
boys  and  girls.  As  a  section  of  the  "Deutscher  Verein,"  the  Turners  aeutiun  is  in  excellent 
emdition,  and  has  done  a  great  deal  toward  development  oS  body  and  mind  and  installing  life 
into  sod^,  ud  deserves  well  for  providing  for  n  healthy  reinreation  for  young  men. 
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Liederkram. — The  year  1866  brought  to  La  Crosse  and  immediate  vicinity  a  large  German 
emigration,  consisting  mainly  of  mechanics  and  business  men,  who,  being  favorably  impressed 
with  the  locality,  concladed  to  make  this  their  future  home.  Endowed  with  great  aociable  <|iiali- 
tiee,  for  which  the  Germans  are  noted,  those  fond  of  music  and  singing  and  of  literary  pursuits 
resolved  to  organise  into  a  "singers'  society,"  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  the  art  of  music  and 
the  finer  enjoyments,  and  reereation  among  themselves.  Aiecordingly.  on  the  11th  day  ef 
August.  1856,  being  a  Sunday,  the  following  gentlemen — John  Ulrich,  Jacob  Kohlhaus,  fsaae 
Tuteur,  Ch.  Koenig,  Henry  Scbroeder,  FreilFrey,  A.  Reiher,  Ch.  Schaefer  and  Ch.  Freiberg- 
assembled  at  the  locality  of  Mr.  Freiberg,  on  Pearl  street,  and  formed  a  society  under  the  nume 
of  La  Crosse  Maennerchor  (male  chorus),  which  name  was  afterward  changed  to  La  Croose 
Liederkranz.  On  that  occasion,  Charles  Schaefer  was  elected  President;  John  Ulrieh,  Secre- 
tary ;  Isaac  Tuteur,  Treasurer,  and  Ch.  Freiberg,  leader. 

From  that  day,  the  sooie^  held  regular  meetings  twice  a  week,  for  mniieal  rehearring  and 
social  entertainments,  with  more  or  less  zeal  and  regularity,  for  iwen^^fiTe  years,  up  to  the  day 
of  this  writing.  The  society  soon  gained  in  numbers,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  social  gather- 
ings and  public  entertainments  and  demonstrations,  especially  after  Messrs.  Adalbert  Moeller 
and  P.  Weiss,  two  accomplished  musical  directors  and  singert,  joined  the  same,  the  second  year 
after  the  foundation  of  the  80«ie^.  The  first  pabUe  concert  was  given  at  Mr.  Freibeig's  hall  in 
December,  1857. 

In  the  M  of  1858,  the  soeiety  rented  the  hall  in  the  old  Pearl  Street  Bloek,  and  erected 

the  first  stage  for  theatrical  performances  in  La  Crosse,  and  which  was  inaugurated  by  the  ama- 
teur members  of  the  society  with  a  good  deal  of  eclat.  From  that  time,  the  amateur  theatrical 
performances  were  regularly  kept  up  by  the  society  during  winter  seasons  up  to  the  present  day. 
and  thej,  together  wim  die  ooowtonal  concerts  given  by  the  Liederkniii,  gradually  became  tte 
main  sources  of  pleasure  and  amusement  to  the  people  of  La  Crosse,  and  especially  the  German 
population.  In  1861,  the  society,  after  many  of  the  leading  business  men  had  joined  as  mem- 
ows,  aeqoired  a  valnahle  pieoe  of  ground  on  the  eomer  of  King  and  Third  streets,  ereeted  there* 
on,  in  isn'2,  tlic  hall  now  known  as  the  old  Singers'  Hall,  and  in  which  the  activity  of  the 
members  went  on  with  renewed  vigor.  In  that  year,  the  society  incorporated  by  act  of  the 
Legislature,  approved  June  17,  1862,  under  the  name  of  La  Crosse  Liederkranz  Society,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  cultivation  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumentah  affording  encouragement  to 
literary  and  scientific  improvement,  advancement  of  art,  and  for  aiding  students  and  professors 
in  these  enumerated  pursuits  by  providing  an  ampler  hall  and  larger  amount  of  funds,  and  to 
tnuntain  and  perpetuate  said  society.  In  1866,  the  soeiety  held  the  first  singers'  festiTd,at 
which  many  singers'  societies  from  abroad  participated,  and  on  this  occasion  the  Wisonnsin  and 
Northwestern  Saen^erbund  was  orpanized,  which  now  comprises  thirty-eight  societies  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa  and  Illinois.  Another  general  singers'  festival,  on  a  larger  scale,  was  held,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Liederkranz,  in  1870.  In  1874,  with  the  intention  of  enlarging  its  usefalacBS, 
it  united  with  the  Turners'  Society  and  the  German  Independent  School  Society,  and  changed 
its  name  to  that  of  Deutscher  Verein  (German  society^,  retaining  the  name  Liederkrans  for  the 
musical  section  of  the  society  in  general.  As  a  part  of  the  l)eut8eher  Yerein,  the  Genssn 
singers  maintain  the  culture  of  music  and  sonj^,  give  from  time  to  time  regular  concerts,  and 
render  productions  of  operatic  composers  in  conjunction  with  a  mixed  chorus,  under  the  aospioes 
of  Uie  general  society. 

Deutscher  Verein. — The  leading  society  among  the  German  population  of  La  Crosse  is  st 
present  the  "  Deutscher  Verein,"  composed  ol  different  sections,  namely,  the  tnmera,  thesiBg- 
ers,  the  dramatic  and  the  school  sections. 

Each  of  these  seetions  maintains  a  special  organisatimi,  and  all  of  them  are  ■nhordioate  to 
an  executive  committee,  which  is  annually  elected  by  the  whole  society. 

The  "  Deutscher  Verein  "  was  formed  by  the  "  Liederkranz,  "  in  1874,  and  the  junction  of 
the  Turner's  Soeiety  and  Independent  School  Soeiety  afterward,  as  stated  in  the  historic  ef 
aaid  iooieties. 
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The  property  which  those  societies  were  possessed  of  was  then  transferred  to  the  "  Deatscher 
Verein.  "  In  1877,  the  society,  so  strengthened,  erected  the  large  and  commodious  structure  on 
the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Ferry  streets,  known  as  the  "  Germania  Hull,"  and  which  affords  all  the 
facilities  rpquirerl  by  the  different  sections  for  the  culture  of  their  laudable  objects,  and  providing 
a  suitable  place  for  recreation,  self-culture,  bodily  exercise  and  education,  dramatic  performances, 
eoHare  end  enjoyment  of  music  and  song,  and  for  maintaining  a  German  Sunday  school  and 
kindergarden  for  the  children  of  members  as  well  as  others  not  members,  and  the  cultivutinn  and 
preservation  of  the  German  language.  There  is  not  a  society  in  the  United  States  that  unites 
M  many  different  nselal  problems  and  objects,  and  whieh  can  show  a  social  aetiTity  superior  to 
that  of  the  German  Society  (Deutscher  Verein)  at  La  Crosse. 

Norden  Sodrti/ — Was  formed  by  the  union  of  two  societies,  the  Scandanavian  Society  " 
and  the  Normanna  Sangerkor."  The  Scandanavian  Society  was  founded  March  30,  181)6. 
Its  aim  was  co-operation,  with  a  vi^w  to  mutual  support,  where  real  need  existed,  assistanot  in 
cases  of  sickness,  as  also  to  give  its  members  chances  of  improvement  and  cultivation  by  procur- 
ing books  and  periodicals,  as  well  as  by  singing,  lectures,  music,  debates  and  social  entertain- 
ments. In  Jane,  1869,  **Noniiaiu»  Sangerkor"  was  establMied  as  a  singing  society,  which 
principally,  through  the  efforts  of  its  able  instructor,  "Sir.  Emil  Berg,  gaineil  tne  well-deserved 
r^tttation  of  being  one  of  the  best  tinging  societies  in  the  Northwest.  In  May,  1874,  these  two 
floeteHes  were  united,  and  adopted  the  name  of  *'  Norden,*'  with  the  same  aim  in  mw  as  the 
"  Scandanavian  Society  "  had. 

In  April,  1876,  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  '"Norden"  Society  were  inoorporated  M 
Normanna  Sangerkor,"  and  still  maintain  a  separate  existence. 

The  singing  section,  which  constitutes  a  part  of  the  society,  is  ako  called  **No{rmanna 
Saag^kor"  of  ue  Norden."  Any  one  who  speaks  one  of  the  Scandanavian  languages— who 
has  a  good  name  and  reputation — and  who  is  not  under  sixteen  or  over  sixty  years  of  age,  may 
become  a  member  of  the  society.  Tiie  society  now  numbers  somewhat  over  fifty  members;  has 
a  good  library ;  a  good  stock  of  music ;  a  stage,  and  is  in  a  flooriahing  eonditioa.  The  soeial 
•Btwrtainments  of  the  society  are  of  a  private  character. 

Norwegian  Workingmen's  Society. — ^This  was  organized  February  4,  1874,  with  £.  fiven- 
•on,  O.  G.  Waugen,  0.  Nyhus,  C.  Nybus,  John  0.  Nyrhe,  L.  Lee  and  Peter  Olson  as  the  charw 

ter  members.    The  first  oflScers  were  E.  Evenson,  President ;  0.  C.  Waugen,  Secretary ;   

Nyhus,  Treasurer.  The  present  officers  are  Peter  Olson,  President ;  M.  0.  Wig,  Secretary ; 
A.  Peterson,  Treasurer.  The  society  now  numbers  150  members,  who  meet  the  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  in  the  Singer's  Hall,  on  King  street  between  Third  and  Fourth. 
This,  like  a  majority  of  societies,  is  a  benevolent  society,  and,  upon  the  death  of  a  member,  $3 
a  month  is  paid  to  the  widow.  The  members  are  all  very  active,  and  the  society  itself  in  a  pros- 
perous condition,  as  they  have  a  surplus  fund  in  th«r  treasury  of  about  ^1,300,  and  a  library 
of  about  270  volumes,  tntjetlier  with  a  stage  and  apparatus  valued  at  3200.  Amusements  of 
many  descriptions  are  held,  and  theatrical  performances  are  engaged  in.  Their  amusements  in 
general  are  of  a  private  character. 

Normanna  Sangerkor. — Organized  June  1,  1869,  with  Emil  Berg,  Musical  Director,  H. 
G.  Haugen,  President;  C.  R.  Jackwitz,  Vice  President;  T..  Coren,  Secretary;  Emil  N,  Borre- 
son.  Treasurer.  At  the  time  of  organization  it  embraced  ubout  twenty-five  members.  For  a 
time  the  Sangerkor  "  prospered  and  attained  great  popularity,  but  by  reason  of  various  cir- 
cumstances, was  forced  to  disband.  It  was  again  organized  under  the  same  name  in  April, 
1870,  with  II.  G.  Haugen  as  President,  and  N.  G.  Uillestad  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  In 
Api^,  1880,  thOT  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Normanna  Sangerkor."  The  present 
•offieers  are:  H.  G.  Hangen,  President;  S.  Borreson,  Vice  President;  Emil  M.  Borreson, 
Secretary;  Gerh.  Buthne,  Treasurer;  £.  B.  Rynning,  Musical  Director.  Now  number  thirty- 
eijdit  membeia.  Meets  ever^  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings  in  Snnetam  Hall,  opposite  Post- 
40ee  eomer  Fourth  and  Main. 
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La  Oros»e  Shooting  Societi/.— -Tin  target  shooting  society  (Schuetzen  Yerein)  was  started 
in  1867,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Renj^gly,  Lonit  Rnnckle,  Jaooh  Nalher,  John  Waeker,  A.  Schilling, 

Peter  Lehnen  &nd  others.  The  first  shooting  grounds  and  primary  buil<lin;^s  were  erectcil  on 
the  prairie  east  of  the  city,  but  in  1869  the  society  leased  forty  acres  of  ground  of  Milton  Bar- 
low,  located  south  of  the  city,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  whereon  they  ereetsd 
commodious  buildings,  and  which  the  society  now  oeenpy.  The  members  of  the  associatioa 
practice  regularly  once  a  week,  anil  hold  yearly  tournaments.  They  aided  in  starting  the  W<?<t 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  Shooting  Club,  which  organization  holds  yearly  festivals,  altematiag 
with  either  of  the  societies  belonging  to  the  elub  in  La  Crosse  or  elsewoere.  The  La  Crosse 
"  shootons '*  number,  at  present,  about  forty  members,  of  which  there  are  many  Americ.ins. 
The  present  officers  are  John  Pamperin,  President ;  John  Fox,  Secretary ;  Ben.  Ott,  Shooting 
Master;  Henry  HeiU  Treasurer. 

C^oim  nieneb. — This  order  was  organised  February  24,  1881,  with  fifly-diree  dniter 
members.  The  present  officers,  being  also  the  same  ones  that  were  elected  at  its  organization, 
are:  John  M.  Levy,  C.  C;  Benjamin  F.  Bryant,  V.  0.;  0.  L.  Smith,  Recorder  ;  George 
Scharpf,  Financier ;  George  B.  Rose,  Treasurer. 

Vremeix  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  B. — Organized  March  13,  1870,  in  the  Masonic  Hall.  The 
first  officers  were  as  follows:  Isaac  Cantrovits,  President  j  John  M.  Levy,  Vice  President; 
Joseph  Ontman,  Recording  Secretary;  Naliian  Iseman,  FiUDcier;  S.  Newman,  Traaramr. 
The  society  now  numbers  thirty-eight  members.  They  meet  OH  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of 
each  month,  in  the  hall  of  the  Jewish  Congregation.  The  present  officers  are:  D.  Mitchell, 
President ;  M.  Gutman,  Vice  President ;  Sigmund  Gutman,  Recording  Secretary ;  N.  Stem, 
Financier  ;  L  O.  May,  Treasurer.  This  is  a  secret,  henevolemt  and  endowment  society  pertain- 
ing to  the  Jews,  called  "Bene  Bcrith  " — Sons  of  the  Covenant.  They  derived  the  name  of 
their  Lodge,  from  their  eminent  evangelist,  Adolph  Cremeix,  the  world-renowned  French  jarist. 
One  of  the  principal  objects  of  this  sods^  being  the  maintsnaaiee  and  support  of  an  orphu 
asylum  located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  whieh  sU  members  of  that  orgaaisatioD,  residing  in  Obis 
and  west  of  it,  are  contributing. 

La  Oroane  Lodge,  No.  166,  K.  S.  B. — This  Lodge  was  instituted  June  3,  1877,  in  lbs 
hall  of  the  Cremeiz  Lodge  by  G.  L.  Eppstein,  of  the  District  Grand  Lodge,  No.  4.  Hie 
charter  members  numbered  thirteen,  as  follows :  A.  Hirshheimer,  I  Cantrovitz.  M.  Gatinan, 
L.  Wachwiheimer,  S.  l^iewmaii,  L.  Hirshheimer,  B.  L.  Strouse,  U.  Fox,  A.  Pats,  John  M. 
Levj,  N.  Stem,  M.  Hirsbbeimer  and  H.  Hoft  The  first  officers  were;  A.  Hirsbbelmer,  Pns* 
ident;  L.  Wachenheimer,  Vice  President;  B.  L.  Strouse,  Treasurer;  J.  M.  Levy.  Secretary; 
H.  Fox,  Guardian;  Morris  Gutman,  Conductor.  This  society,  called  the  "  Kesher  Shell  Bar- 
Mil  ** — The  Band  of  Iron — is  a  Jewish  order.  Besides  the  obligation  of  assisting  each  other  in 
nekness  and  distress,  and  an  endowment  to  widows,  upon  the  death  of  their  members,  are  erect- 
ing now  a  home  for  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  fact,  all  the  Jewish  organizations  are  based  on 
Charity,  ceremonies  being  a  second&rv  consideration,  as  they  have  here  what  is  by  them  called 
only  Refimn  Congregations,  that  is,  leaving  ont  all  snperflnons  ortbodoz  ceremonies,  in  cee* 
nection  with  this  society  is  a  Sabbath  school  and  a  Lady's  Benevolent  Society,  of  which  Mr?. 
Isaac  Tuteur  is  the  very  efficient  and  act?Ve  President ;  their  object  being  gatherings  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  means  for  the  poor  and  needy  wherever  heard  from.  The  present  offiosnsf 
theK.S.  B.  are:  L.  Wachenheimer,  President ;  M.  Gutman,  Vice  President;  J.  J.  Hinb* 
heimer,  Secretary;  H.  Herger,  Trea.surer ;  N.  Stern,  Guardian.  They  now  number  nineteen 
members,  which  meet  on  the  secoud  and  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  in  the  Jewish  Syna- 
gogue. 

The  Northwe»torn  Rurticidtural  Snciefj/ — Was  organized  on  the  '26th  of  December.  1879. 
One  week  previou.s,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  proposing 
arrangements  in  the  same  behalf  wliich  was  largely  attended.  Charles  Otillie  presided,  and  tbe 
Ber.  L.  W.  Bingham  officiated  as  Secretary.  Addresses  were  made  by  J.  S.  Harris,  B.  Wil- 
cox, and  others,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mons  Anderson,  F.  Tillman,  J.  W.  Loscjy,  B< 
Wilcox  and  J.  S.  Harris  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution,  etc. 
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At  the  meeting  oonviened  December  26,  tiie  report  of  the  eommittee  rabmitting  m  oonsti- 

totion  ;in«l  by-laws  was  adopted,  and  the  following  officers  elected :  J.  W.  Losoy,  President ; 
L  U.  Pammel,  Treasurer,  and  L.  W.  firigham,  Secretary.  I.  H.  Usher,  £.  Wilcox  and 
Charles  Otillie,  Bxecatire  Committee. 

A  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  at  La  Crescent  during  March  following,  also  an  ezhibi-  • 
tion  of  fruits,  etc.,  and,  on  June  22,  1881.  the  Wisconsin  St;ite  iind  Northwestern  Plorticultural 
Societi^  opened  their  annual  meetings  and  fairs  in  Armory  Hall,  La  Crosse,  which  continued  in 
•ession  two  days  and  was  largely  attMided. 

The  society  which  is  represented  as  being  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition,  held  these 
exhibits  annuallj,  and  has  created  an  interest  in  horticulture  as  gratifying  as  it  is  apparent. 

The  present  offioen  are :  J.  8.  HutMi  President ;  L.  H.  Fbmmel,  TrsMiirer,  sod  L.  H. 
Brighsm,  Seeretsry. 

BANDS. 

Hatter  ^  ffickisch  Band — An  instrumental  music  organization  of  pronounced  merit,  first 
came  to  the  front  in  1863,  when  it  iras  composed  of  eight  members  under  the  leadership  of 
Stephen  Relig.  During  his  management,  the  society  attained  prominence  and  distinction,  but, 
in  IbTO,  George  Austin  assumed  the  leadership,  and  so  continued  until  1876.  At  that  date,  be 
WIS  succeeded  bj  F.  R.  Hiclrarah,  who  remsined  in  ehuge  until  May  1, 1681,  when  the  present 
organisation  was  established. 

It  consists  of  Phillip  Haller,  Leader,  assisted  by  F.  R.  Hickisch,  J.  Rieser,  J.  Lischke,  A. 
Oregff,  8.  Relig,  W.  ReUg,  F.  Ginter,  J.  Holl^,  H.  Heft  and  Mr.  Putnam. 

Greetings  are  held  weekly  at  Osrmania  and  Armory  Halls,  and  the  property  of  the  society 
is  valued  at  |5U0. 

MueUer'i  La  Qrene  Bran  Band. — Is  a  recent  acquisition  to  the  mnsieo]  talent  of  the 

city,  having  been  organized  May  ?k  1881,  with  A.  G.  Mueller  as  Leader,  and  thirteen  members, 
as  follows:  Frank  Kreitz,  John  Christie,  W.  Yante,  Joseph  Votmba,  H.  Riegels,  Joseph  Yeck, 
J.  Drake,  A.  Drake.  H.  Drake,  A,  A.  Muelier,  J.  Amudson,  C.  R.  Johnson,  and  F.  Cbrietie. 

Meetings  are  held  semi-weekly  at  Workingmen's  Hall,  corner  of  Third  and  Kinaie  streets 
iinr  praotioe,  and  ooneerts  are  given'in  the  City  Park  weekly  oa  Thursday  evenings. 

mUTABT. 

Governor  9  nuarJ. — The  Governor's  Guard  was  organized  August  1.  1878,  with  Charles 
de  Yilliers  ae  Captain.  The  following  is  a  muster  roll  of  the  company  filed  April  26,  1881 : 
(^ptain,  F^nk  J.  Toeller ;  First  Lieutenant,  Frank  Weigel ;  Second  Lieutenant,  L.  Tillmans. 
Sergeents,  J.  E.  Stadeck,  William  Kallenbach,  Christ  Dell,  William  Luedke,  Gus.  Hurzor. 
Corporals,  Jacob  Fritz,  George  Rief,  J.  Kirchci-,  Frank  Vovcs,  Andrew  Sauer,  John  Niebuhr, 
Al.  Ran,  Anton  Kirchemeier,  Joseph  Halcck.  William  Ott.  Privates,  Henry  Appel,  Joseph 
Andres,  John  Anderegg,  A.  M.  Anderson.  Charles  Baier,  Matt.  Balzer,  C.  C.  Beck,  0. 
Brurkeh,  Herman  Dell,  Otto  T(erester,  Gust  Fregiti.  T.  R.  Hickisch,  Frank  Hickisch,  George 
Hold,  Henry  Klish,  Emil  Kowalke,  Alwin  Kiuhlcr,  W.  Kotzander,  Paul  Lorcno,  Ed.  Luedke, 
H.  Muth,  William  Mueller,  Phil  Muth,  Al.  Major,  C.  B.  Miller,  George  Nenkom,  F.  Petrap 
.schck,  Jul.  Reichclt,  James  Lokaiek,  Charles  Storch.  Peter  Meyer,  Frank  Lemsch,  Matt  Soxcr, 
William  Smith,  F.  Witall,  George  Will,  Joseph  Weigel,  Al.  Zischke,  Neike  Heber. 

La  Oiitne  Light  Guard  was  organised  at  La  Orosse  August  14,  1878.  The  following  is 
the  original  muster-roll  filed  October  7,  1878  : 

Captain,  L.  Rossiter ;  First  Lieutenant,  M.  T.  Moore ;  Second  Lieutenant,  J.  M.  HoUey. 
Seigeants,  M.  J.  Pitkin,  Arthur  Sterens,  F.  A.  Copeland,  William  Rossiter,  H.  F.  8miley. 
Corporals,  G.  L.  Lord,  J.  A.  Eppinger,  R.  L.  Spence,  W.  F.  Ustick,  W.  B.  Webb,  Alfred 
James,  A.  G.  Prentiss,  Matt.  Weix.  Privates,  H.  A.  H.  Anderson,  F.  A.  Burton,  George 
Bradish,  J.  A.  Baucus,  R.  D.  Brown,  N.  C.  Bacheller,  W.  H.  Berg,  T.  H.  Cramer,  E.  Cham- 
berlain, C.  E.  Chamberlain,  G.  H.  H.  Cogswell,  W.  G.  Drake,  H.  S.  Daniels,  W.  E.  Doane, 
B.  £.  Edwaids,  C.  B.  Friese,  £.  F.  FasMt,  6.  L.  Goulding,  R.  F.  Howard,  C.  A.  Hawley,  F. 
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K.  Huik«raoii,  F.  M.  Hait,  W.  B.  H«M0n,  N.  8.  Haiisoome,  M .  S,  Hayes,  AbmlHun  Jamais 

Joseph  James,  E.  Johnson,  Walter  Eorriok,  Charles  Listman,  A.  J.  Lamb,  G.  W.  Lewis,  W.  8. 
Lloyd,  A.  Magnnssen,  W.  T.  Milton,  E.  A.  Marsh,  L.  E.  Meason,  J.  S.  Moore,  A.  E.  Olson, 
C.  A.  Olberg,  Otto  Pamperin,  F.  W.  Philbrick,  J.  E.  Parker,  P.  Peterson,  W.  D.  Rumsey,  A. 
B.  Rugg,  R.  L.  Reynolds,  Julius  Saupe,  Jacob  Stirneman,  Albert  Smith,  G.J.  SteTens,  Spencer 
Bhimmins,  H  A.  Salser,  Mills  Toartelotn^  F.  J.  losllsr,  W.  Tliomely,  D.  W.  Ymi  Benk 
B.  H.  Walker. 

The  following  is  the  present  nmster  roll  filed  A|>ril  S6, 1881 :  Captain,  M.  T.  Ifbore;  lint 

Lientenant,  J.  M.  Holley  ;  Second  Lieatenant,  F.  A.  Copeland.  Sargeants,  Alfred  Metsger, 
Charles  B.  Friese,  D.  W.  Vanbergh,  F.  H.  Ilankeraon,  Charles  Crosby.  Corporals,  Louis  A. 
Meason,  Otto  Pamperin,  N.  Batchelor,  P.  T.  Amley,  William  Torrance,  William  Bere,  Ed.  S. 
Case,  Alex  Moran.  Musicians,  F.  H.  Cramer,  William  Drake.  Privates,  C  E.  Alter, 
Walter  Atkinson,  George  Bradiali,  H.  filashek,  H.  Brice,  Charles  Benton,  E.  Chamberlain,  C. 
£.  Chamberlain.  G.  H.  Cogswell,  C.  F.  Eckel,  A.  C.  Erickson,  R.  Fshev,  John  Onma,  N.  S. 
Hsnsoome,  M.  F.  Hayes,  F.  P.  Hixon,  F.  A.  Holbrook,  0.  Hdl,  WiUiam  H.  Holmes,  Fred 
Heit,  Scott  B.  Halstead,  Abe  James,  Alfred  James,  Frank  Jungen,  John  Kevin,  F.  £.  Lao|> 
worthy,  W.  T.  Milton,  H.  C.  Meyers,  R.  H.  Major,  Victor  E.  Metsger,  Lewis  Nichols,  A.  G. 
Prentiss,  C.  F.  Powers,  F.  I.  Phelps,  William  Rossiter,  J.  B.  Rand,  A.  R.  Rand,  C.  J.  Stevens. 
Jalins  Saupe,  C.  A.  Smith,  Jacob  Stirneman,  L.  A.  Smith,  William  H.  StogdiU.  John  Salser, 
George  Shadbolt,  B.  Shove,  C.  S.  Stockwell,  A.  W.  Thornely,  R.  H.  Walker,  Matt  Weix,  George 
£.  Wilson,  Frank  S.  Walker,  Berg  Martin,  William  Doane,  F.  J.  Goodland,  C.  j^.  Hawtey, 

Wniiaai  Ludirig,  H.  P.  MoMillsn,  Dan  MeArthnr,  Nyhus,  R.  L.  Spence,  Ghniles  SbisK 

nine,  W.  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  — .  Spicer,  D.  W.  Webb. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  muster,  M.  T.  Moore  has  been  promoted  to  the  Third  Bactallion, 
Wisconsin  National  Guard,  composed  of  the  La  Crosse  Light  Guards  and  Governor's  Guard  of 
La  Crosse,  Manstoo Light  Gwra  of  Msiiston,  Sherman  Guard  of  Neilsville,  and  the  Unity  Gawdl 
of  Unity.  The  vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  election  of  F.  A.  Copeland,  Captain ; 
William  B.  Webb  to  be  First  Lieutenant,  vice  John  M.  Holley  resigned,  and  Milo  J.  Pitkin, 
Seoond  Lionteouit,  vioe  F.  A.  Copeland,  promoted. 

LAND  OFFICB. 

In  1834,  Wisconsin  Territory,  then  belonging  to  Michigan,  was  divided  into  two  Uiod  dis- 
tricts for  the  sale  of  Government  land,  by  a  north*and>south  line  on  the  township  line  neit  vert 
of  Fort  Winnebago,  now  Lewiston,  and  the  Eastern  District  wa.s  called  "Green  Bay,"  and 
the  Western  the  "  Wisconsin  Land  District,"  Registers  and  Receivers  being  appointed  in  both 
distriots.  Other  distriets  wen  nfterwwd  establnhed,  as  the  Mllwankee  in  1836  ;  Westera  in 
1849 ;  Stevens'  Point,  July  30,  1852 ;  La  Crosse  by  the  same  act ;  Fond  du  Lac,  of  Lake  So- 
perior,  in  1855,  and  Chippewa  District  in  1857.  The  La  Crosse  office  was  brought  to  this  place 
from  Mineral  Point  in  18.53,  Cul.  Theodore  Rodolf  being  the  first  Receiver,  and  Judge  C.  K. 
Lord  first  Register.  The  removal  was  a  benefit  to  the  ^noe,  end  brought  with  it  settlers  who 
proved  very  valuable  citizens.  The  site  of  the  town,  which  was  mostly  claimed  bv  the  State, 
bad  been  sold  at  $1.25  per  acre  to  actual  settlers  previous  to  the  removal  of  the  office.  Judge 
Lord  remained  in  the  office  till  1856.  During  his  eonneotion  with  it,  1,000,000  aeres  were  dis- 
posed of.  The  extent  of  the  land  district  embraced  within  the  disposal  of  this  office,  extended 
from  the  south  side  of  Township  11,  to  the  north  side  of  Township  31,  Range  1  east,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  thus  including  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Vernon,  Monroe,  La  Crosse,  Jackson, 
Trempealeau.  ButTnlo,  dark,  Chippewa,  Pierce,  Eau  daire,  St.  Croix,  and  most  of  Riehland. 

In  1856,  Lord  was  8ucceede<l  by  Charles  S.  Benton.  In  1861,  ^^ilton  Rarlow  sufceoieJ 
Col.  Rodolf  as  Receiver,  and  Mr.  Geo^e  A.  Metzger  became  Register,  which  position  he  beld 
till  1866,  giving  way  in  torn  to  John  UTrioh,  who  was  re-appointed  in  1879,  ana  itiU  oonliBaM. 
In  1875,  Fred  Fleischer,  publisher  of  the  Faederlandet  was  qipointed  B«ipsler.  He  died  ia 
1878,  and  F.  A.  Husher,  the  present  Register,  suooeeded. 
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LA  CROSSE  MEDICAL  COLLEQE. 

The  La  Croase  Medical  College  was  instituted  in  the  fall  of  1864,  under  a  charter  granted 
April  18,  to  Dusald  D.  Cameron,  P.  S.  McArthar,  J.  B.  G.  Baxter,  William  L.  Kennett, 
Ewen  H.  MoMilnn,  Williain  T.  Weudl  snd  AagoBtai  Bmniind,  as  tbe  ebarter  members. 

The  first  officers  of  the  college  were  D.  D.  Cameron,  Praudeot;  £.  H.  McMillan,  Secretary, 
and  William  T.  Wenzoll,  Treasurer,  while  tho  Board  of  Trustees  constituted  all  the  charter 
members.  At  thia  time  the  coUt^  was  conducted  by  the  following  corps  of  Professors:  P.  S. 
McArthur,  M.  D.,  Surgery;  D.  D.  Cameron,  M.  D.,  Anatomy  and  Physics;  W.  L.  Kennett, 
M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics;  W.  T.  Wenzell,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy; 
A.  Brummel,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children ;  £.  H.  McMillan,  Medical 
^Forispmdencv. 

The  college  continued  in  active  operation  for  two  or  three  years,  since  which  time  no  regu- 
lar meetings  have  been  held,  but  the  charter  has  been  kept  good  by  the  election  of  officers 
jrearly,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  officers  to  a^ain  put  it  in  operation  at  no  distant  day. 

The  present  officers  are  aa  follows:  P.  S.  McArthur,  president;  E.  H.  McMillan,  Secre- 
tary; S.  S.  Burton,  Treasurer;  P.  S.  McArthur,  Charles  L.  Reed,  £.  H.  MoMillaa,  W.  S. 
Burrooghs,  J.  W.  Losey,  S.  S.  Burton  and  J.  A.  Bengftlj,  Trustees. 

The  fbUowlng  is  the  present  corps  of  Profaeaors ;  P.  8.  MeArtliiir,  M.  D.,  Surgery  ;  0. 
L.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Anatomy  and  Physics ;  W.  L.  Kennett,  M.  D.,  Materia  Mcdica  and  Thera- 
peutics; E.  H.  McMillan,  M.  D.,  Chemistryand  Pharmacy;  J,  A.  Renggly,  M.  D.,  Oiwtetrios 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children ;  J.  W.  Losey,  Medical  Jurispmoence. 


THE  ARTESIAN  WELL. 

Located  in  the  grounds  of  tbe  City  Hall  or  Stoddard  Engine  Company,  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Foorth  streets,  is  a  source  of  comfort  and  convenience  to  men  and  beasts,  not  less 
than  to  the  women  and  children  of  La  Crosse. 

The  subject  of  sinking  an  artesian  well  was  long  mooted  by  residents  of  the  "  Gateway 
City,"  but  it  was  not  until  about  1874,  that  these  debates  found  expression  and  an  attempt  was 
made  at  the  northeast  comer  TmlfUi  and  Main  streets.  Here  the  openton  sank  a  dny  five 
hundred  feet  and  failing  to  "  touch  bottom,"  abandoned  the  enterprise. 

In  the  summer  of  1876,  the  citv  authorities  contracted  with  John  Dobbin,  to  open  an 
•rteidaii  wall  on  its  ptitant  nte,  and  he  h^n  work  at  once,  prooeonting  hb  labor  witOi  mieli 
diligence,  that  before  fall  he  reached  water  at  a  depth  of  596  feet,  and  rested. 

The  present  improvements,  which  consist  of  a  fountain,  both  drinking  and  ornamented,  to- 
gether with  a  supply  for  animals,  were  completed  the  same  year  at  a  cost  for  same  and  well  of 
18,648.50.  The  supply  of  water  is  large  and  nn&iling,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  suik  other 
wells  in  the  city  for  manufacturing^  purposes. 

The  following  analysis  of  waters  at  points  contiguous  to  La  Crosse  and  of  that  which  flows 
from  the  arterian  well,  is  herewith  suhmitted ; 

Vrwok  the  following  analysis  of  water  taken  from  five  different  points  in  the  vicinity  of  La 
Crosse,  four  of  which  were  below  the  surface  of  the  Mississippi  River  at  different  points  and 
depths,  and  one  taken  from  the  artesian  well,  which  is  sunk  500  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  Mr.  Bode  who  made  the  analysis,  decides  that  the  water  taken  300  feet  east 
of  Barron's  Tsland  on  a  line  west  from  Colirian's  Mill,  five  feet  below  surface  witer,  where 
water  was  ten  feet  deep,  contains  the  least  quantity  of  sulphates  and  chlorides,  no  organic  mat- 
ter, and  the  reqvinte  amount  of  bicarbonate  to  make  it  pidatable,  and  ia,  therefore,  the  beat  for 
drinking,  manufacturing  and  general  purposes.  This  goes  to  proTO  that  water  taken  from  mid- 
current  of  the  river  is  much  purer  and  better  than  if  taken  from  outside  the  current.  It  seems 
somewhat  singular  that  the  water  from  the  channel  of  the  river  should  contain  no  organic  matter, 
while  in  water  from  driven  wells  in  sand,  which  is  generally  considered  a  perfect  filter,  organic 
matter  was  found.   The  utalyaia  of  the  arteaiaa  water  appmided  will  be  intwecting  to  all  con- 
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cerned,  and  demonstrates  that  the  medicinal  properties  of  this  water  are  equal  if  not  saperior  to 
that  of  the  Waukesha  well. 

No.  1. — Taken  l.'iO  feet  west  of  east  shore  of  Mississippi  River,  taken  fifteen  feet  below 
bottom  of  river.    Water  in  river  seven  feet  deep,  due  west  from  Colman's  Mill. 

No.  2. — Taken  on  Barron's  Island  west  from  Colman's  Mill,  eighteen  feet  below  water  line. 

No.  3. — Taken  300  feet  east  from  Barron's  Island  on  a  line  west  from  Colman's  Mill,  five 
feet  below  surface  water,  where  water  was  ten  feet  deep. 

No.  4. — Taken  from  a  drive  well  300  feet  east  of  east  shore  of  Mississippi  River,  near  Col- 
man's dry  house,  fifteen  feet  below  water-line,  which  said  line  was  twenty-three  feet  below  surface. 

No.  5. — Artesian  well  water. 

J.  Mahchestbr,  Einq.,  Ia  Crosae:  Inclosed  pIcMe  find  ihe  nsulis  of  the  analjsis  made  at  jmir  request,  of  five 
Bamplea  of  water.  You  wish  roe  to  express  my  opinion  which  one  of  the  fiTe,  judged  by  the  re«ults  of  the  aoAljiis, 
will  be  best  for  health,  maniirncturinK  and  general  purposes. 

Water,  to  be  healthy  and  palatable,  must  contnin  the  bioftrhonatea  of  lime  and  magnesia;  it  must  be  ft^  froa 
organic  matter  (Ihe  result  of  animal  or  Tegetnble  decomposiiion ),  it  must  further  contain  but  very  small  quaniiiin 
of  sulphate  of  lime  (gypsum),  of  sulphate  of  soda,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  other  sulphates  and  chlorides.  The  qu*n- 
tiiy  of  the  bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magneeia  contained  in  a  good  water  may  weigh  from  ten  to  thirty  gr«iDt  per 
gallon. 

Water  containing  the  bicarbonates  in  such  quantities  is  bard,  but  on  beating,  this  hardness  disappear*,  throogb 
a  dccomposiiion  of  the  bicftrbonates,  which,  losing  a  part  of  their  carbonic  acid,  are  lepamted  in  the  form  of  carboa- 
ates,  which  are  not  soluble.  For  use  in  steam  boilers,  soft  water  is  best.  A  water  containing  the  bicarbonates  of 
lime  and  magtiesis  in  not  large  quantities,  and  but  little  of  other  salts  will  be  next  best.  The  carbonates  precipi- 
tated by  heiii,  do  not  form  kethelstone,  but  are  dispersed  in  the  water  as  a  loose,  light  powder,  and  are  easily  cleaned 
out.  The  incrustations  in  steam  boilers  are  formed  by  sulphate  of  lime.  Other  sulphates,  as  well  as  the  cbloridet, 
are  a  further  source  fur  the  kethelstone.  A  water  then  containing  but  little  sulphates  and  chlorides,  no  orguic 
matter,  and  bicarl>onaies  enough  to  make  it  palatable,  will  be  the  best  for  drinking,  manufncturing  and  general  par- 
po«ei«.  The  results  of  the  analysis  prove  that  No.  3  fulfills  these  conditions.  No.  1  comes  next,  and  then  No.  5,  Not. 
2  and  4  containing  organic  matter,  and  No.  4,  besides  too  many  salts,  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Respectfully  yours,  Oustavcs  Bodk.  Analytical  Chemist. 

Below  is  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  five  samples  of  water  as  made  by  Gustavus  Bode, 
the  analytical  chemist  of  Milwaukee. 


Chloride  of  potassium. 
Chloride  of  Hodiuui.... 


Phosphate  of  soda  

Bicarbonate  of  80<ls  

Sulphate  of  lime  

Bicarbonate  of  lime  

Bicarbonate  of  magnesiB  

Bicarbonftte  of  pndoxide  of  iron... 

Alumina  

Silica  

Organic  matter  cotitaiuing  nitrates. 


Total  quantity  of  ^olid  !<tib<itiinet>B  coiitnined  in  one  gal- 


No.  1. 

.No.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

No.  5. 

0.6021 
3.4652 
2.0459 

1  0.1720 
o.:{:)()2 

o.ao89 
n.2*Jl  I 
trace. 
1.14-J7 

0.2887 
0.2273 

1  0»16 
OTOW 

0.2278 



•2Mm 
7.1Ka.1 
7.5Ml«i 
O.036R 
0.1474 
1  0444 
trace, 



1.3516 
6.3150 
4.8253 
0.0558 
0.1 2?0 
0.GI44 

1.1489 
11.1616 
9.2897 
0.23S4 
0.6681 

o.;r887 

t».61MiO 
5.3084 

o.o8r,o 

0.03<j« 
1.4745 
0  9584 

19.2000 
14.7456 

0.0491 
1.3516 
0.9093 

l'J.4-J0K 

10.0S.S7 

13.30G6 

42.5961 

26.1Si 

TURKISH  BATHS. 

About  the  Ist  of  December,  1880,  Dr.  Isaac  Atwood  established  a  Turkish  bath-house  on 
Front  street,  second  door  north  of  the  International  Hotel,  investing  in  the  enterprise  about 
$1,000.  The  Russian,  Turkish,  vapor,  sulphur,  electric,  medicated,  ma:;netic  and  sea  sah 
baths  are  given,  together  with  the  Roman  bath,  which  is  given  in  oil.  During  his  stay  here, 
Dr.  Atwood  has  treated,  on  an  average,  300  patients  per  month,  in  which  he  bas  been  emi- 
nently successful. 
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DAVID  law's  FRXIQBT  AND  OMVIDVB  LINE. 

In  1857,  a  Mr.  Blosson  established  an  omnibus  and  baggage  line,  with  his  headquarters  at 
the  old  UarriQgtOD  House,  corner  of  TUird  and  Pearl  streets.  At  this  time,  only  one  omnibus 
ms  operated.  In  1859,  David  Law  and  P.  S.  Davidson  purchased  the  interest  or  Bloseon,  and, 
in  connection  with  the  omnibus  and  baggage,  a  freight  line  was  established.  These,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  liverv  which  Mr.  Davidson  had  previouslj  owned,  were  oonducted  bv  Davidson  & 
Law  for  a  nmpber  of  years,  till  1872,  when  their  partnership  was  matually  ditsolved,  Mr. 
Davidson  taking  the  livery  and  Mr.  Law  the  omnibus  and  freight  line,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted in  the  interest  and  to  the  .^satisfaction  of  all.  The  lino  consists  of  three  omnibuses,  two 
baggage-wagons,  five  freight-wagons  and  fifteen  horses,  with  a  large  stone  barn  on  Second  streeti 
between  Pearl  and  Jay,  and  an  offiee  and  headquarters  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Front  alreets. 
The  amonnt  of  the  investment  ia  stated  at  #7,500. 

FUBS. 

On  Saturday,  March  7,  1857,  the  New  England  Hotel  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  citizens,  the  entire  block  on  the  east  side  of  Front  street, 
between  State  and  Main,  with  the  exception  of  Clark's  saloon,  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Front 
streets,  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  buildings  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  were  badly 
disfigured.  This  wn.<<  the  first  fire  of  any  importance,  eaiisinji;  the  heaviest  loss,  that  had  occurred 
in  the  city.    The  estimated  losses  amounted  to  i$30,000,  with  a  total  insurance  of  about  $12,000. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  April  8,  a  fire  broke  ont  in  the  steam  saw  and  flouring  mill  in  the 
north  part  of  the  city,  owned  by  White,  Gregory  &  Dyer,  ;infl  in  a  short  time  the  mill,  together 
with  most  of  its  contents,  was  destroyed.  The  loss  amounted  to  $30,000,  with  an  insurance  of 
♦17,000. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  October  4.  1858,  North  La  Crosse  was  visited  by  a  very  destructive 
fire,  which  destroyed  the  steam  saw  and  planing  mill,  and  a  large  lot  of  lumber  belonging  to 
Bnttrick  k  Brother,  and  two  or  three  other  small  wooden  buildings  need  for  dwellings  and  offioea. 
The  fire  broke  out  in  the  fire  room  of  the  mill.  The  mill  was  built  in  1857.  at  a  cost  of  $21,o 
000,  had  run  all  the  past  summer,  and  the  lnTiiber  cut  was  all  destroyed.  The  entire  loss 
amounted  to  about  $32,000.  Only  for  tlie  timely  asnistanco  of  the  citizens  several  other  build- 
ings would  have  been  destroyed. 

Sunday  morning,  October  20,  1861,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  barn  adjoining  the  livery  estab- 
lishment of  T.  Davis,  and  destroyed  the  following  property :  Carriage-shed,  occupied,  lower 
floor,  hy  T.  Davis;  upper  story,  by  George  Bell  aa  a  paint-shop;  bowling  alley,  occupied  by 
Lush,  Stevens  T.atlirop  as  ;i  gr:iiii  warehouse,  destroying  about  350  bushels  of  wheat.  Mr. 
Fisher's  house  and  saloon  was  considerably  damaged.    The  total  loss  amounted  to  about  $2,000. 

The  disastrottB  fire  of  March  19,  1862,  which  broke  forth  from  the  roof  of  the  Au^sta 
House,  and  raged  five  hours  before  it  could  be  aubdaed,  was  by  all  oddi  tha  most  terrible  visita- 
tion of  the  kind  La  Crosse  has  ever  felt. 

The  Augusta  House,  a  fonr-story  building,  waa  of  wood,  and  in  half  an  honr  the  entire 
ftbric  was  in  flames,  and  in  forty-five  minutes  the  roof  fell  in.  The  house  was  full  of  guests, 
many  of  whom  lost  the  entire  contents  of  their  rooms.  But  a  very  small  amount  of  the  furni- 
ture was  saved,  and  tliat  in  a  very  damaged  condition.  The  burnt  di.strict  covered  the  entire 
ground  Itetween  the  Pearl  Street  Block,  ea^t  of  the  uliey,  and  to  Stanley's  jewelry  store,  ea.st 
side  of  Front,  from  the  brick  store  adjoining  Lloyd  v*!:  Supplee's,  to  the  brick  store  of  N.  Hintz 
en's,  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street,  from  Davis'  livery  stable,  on  the  south  side  of  i'earl, 
aroond  to  die  BUiott  brick  store  on  the  east  side  of  Front  street  In  this  fire  thirteen  buildings 
belonging  to  John  M.  Levy  were  burned.  The  total  loss  from  the  fire  was  ^7 1,000,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  insurance  was  comparatively  small,  not  exceeding  $10,000. 

lUy  16,  1862,  a  fire  waa  diaoovered  in  the  bara  belonging  to  Meanra.  J.  k  A.  MeMiBui, 
which  eontained  600  bwheli  of  wheat,  oonaidemble  cable  rope,  mill  saws,  etc.'    The  dwelling- 
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house  of  Mr.  McLean  was  also  on  fire,  but,  by  the  timely  exertions  of  the  citizens  and  fire 
department,  it  was  saved.  Tbo  barn  caught  from  hrea  some  careless  boys  were  making  with  drj 
grus,  etc  ,  contiguous  to  the  buildings  burned.   HeMUUm't  Ion  wm  91,000;  McLean's,  3100. 

Friday  night  January  8,  1864,  flames  were  discovered  in  the  upper  story  of  Kevin  k 
Tyne's  grocery  and  provision  store,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Third  streets,  and,  in  a  short  time,  the 
entire  mtOding  was  %  heap  of  mine.  It  was  oeenpied  in  tbe  IWmt  as  •  store,  in  die  rear  as  & 
dwelling.  The  flames  caught  from  the  stove  pipe,  where  it  entered  the  chimney,  whidt 
evidently  burst  from  the  cold.  About  one-half  of  the  stock  of  goods  was  saved.  There  was 
an  insurance  of  3^00  on  the  goods,  and  $.500  on  the  house— not  enough  to  cover  over  half  the 
kSB. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  May  14, 1864,  flames  were  seen  in  the  rear  end  of  Mr.  Hohl's 
Yankee  notion  store  on  Pearl  street.  The  flames  spread  rapidly,  and  before  it  was  expected, 
had  readied  die  bnildinff  near  tiie  oomer  of  Third  street  By  great  exertion,  the  fire  was  kept 
from  spreadinc  toward  Main  street.  Had  there  been  any  wind,  the  probabilities  are  that  all  toe 
buildings  on  Main  street,  between  Second  and  Third  streets,  would  have  been  destroyed.  The 
buildings  were  all  wood,  diry  as  tinder  and  burned  very  rapidly ;  a  perfectly  still  mornins  saved 
tiie  business  portion  of  the  dtj.  The  entire  loss  amoimtM  to  ahont  96,0(K>,  with  •  total  insor- 
aaoe  of  about  $5,000. 

On  Monday  nieht,  June  20,  1864,  La  Crosse  was  visited  by  another  heavy  fire.  It  origi- 
nated in  the  BepvbUetm  effioe  and  reaehed  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  Walter  Brown  k 

Co.,  on  Front  street.  All  the  wooden  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street  were  destroved, 
except  the  Walter  Brown  &  Go.  building,  and  what  was  known  as  Barron's  Hall  Block,  'fhey 
were  mostly  a  lot  of  old,  dilapidated  buildings,  and  presented  anything  but  a  pleasing  sight  from 
the  river.    The  total  loss  amounted  to  about  $12,000,  with  a  total  insurance  of  about  $5,000. 

On  Thursday  evening,  December  28,  1865,  a  fin  broke  out  in  the  Union  Stove  Factory  of 
Gould  Co.,  on  Front  street,  and  communicated  with  A.  Hirshheimer's  plow  factory,  destroy- 
ing both  buildings.  Boring  the  same  evening,  flamee  were  dbeovered  issuing  from  a  building 
owned  by  Mrs.  Gregory,  on  Fourth  street,  between  Main  and  State  streets,  occupied  by  Mark 
H.  Kellogg  k  Co.,  as  a  grocery  and  feed  store,  and  so  rapidly  the  fire  extended  its  ravages,  that 
in  less  than  two  hours  every  building  on  that  side  of  the  street,  except  the  one  then  known  as 
the  Chicago  store,  on  the  comer  or  Main  and  Third  streets,  was  nothing  bat  a  pile  of  ruins. 
A  few  hours  after  this,  and  on  the  same  night,  a  fire  broke  out  in  an  old  buildinpr  in  an  opposite 
block,  belonging  to  Col.  Carlton,  and,  in  less  than  two  hours,  the  Columbian  House  and  Har- 
rington House,  with  the  rset  in  the  bloek,  except  the  post  offioe  building,  were  destroyed. 
There  was  an  immen«o  ;L;ntliering  of  citizens  at  these  three  fires,  all  occurring  in  one  night,  and 
a  general  anxiety  was  manifested  to  stay  the  raTsges,  but  all  eifurte  proved  unavailing.  The 
estimated  loss  of  theee  thrse  fires  was  $56,000,  with  a  total  insnranoe  of  about  $26,000. 

Septemlier  14,  1868,  early  in  the  morning,  a  fire  was  discovend  raging  in  a  large  bare 
situated  on  a  lane  near  Pearl  street.  The  wind  being  high,  the  fire  spread  rapidly,  and  despite 
every  efibrt  soon  reached  the  fine  brick  blocks  on  Main  street,  and  ran  into  the  Ita  Crosse  House, 
whim  it  eonsumed  rapidly. 

T(  was  the  largest  fire  next  to  the  large  fire  of  March,  1862. 

The  losses  were  as  follows :  Knud  Knudson,  La  Crosse  House  $2,000 ;  Ole  Uanson,  f$T' 
niture  in  same,  insnrsd ;  T.  B.  Edwards,  brick  building,  rear  windows  and  doots  bumod  oat 

and  building  damaged  by  water,  insured  ;  J.  T.  Van  Valkenburg,  dry  goodi,  removed  in  great 
haste,  insured  ;  8.  A.  Gillette  k  Son,  dry  goods  ;  C.  II.  Eaton,  building  occupied  by  Steinsm 
k  Co.,  for  dry  goods,  and  Hugh  Cameron  for  law  office,  loss,  $2,500,  insured  for  $1,500 ;  S. 
Steinam,  dry  goods,  insured ;  Hugh  Oameron,  law  library  and  farnitare,  damaged,  no  iesnr* 
ance;  W.  B.  Ilanscome,  brick  building,  occupied  by  Batavian  Bank,  los5  8200,  insnrcd; 
Van  Steenwyk,  private  property,  loss  $500,  insured ;  Colton  k  Whelpley,  books  and  sutionery, 
fully  insured;  hnA  buildup  ooenpied  1^  them  as  a  hoohstore,  and  by  Cameron  k  Loser, 
fiMr  law  offiee^  damaged  91,000,  insured ;  Oameron  k  Loesy  Inw  lihimiy  and  fimutnie^  jnVj 


Digitized  by  Google 


UIOTOBT  OF  LA  0B06BB  €X>U1ITT. 


•76' 


remoTod,  fallj  iosnred ;  Bacon's  new  brick  block,  damaged  $1,000,  no  insurance— the  loss  fell 
hflwrily  opon  tira  eootraeton;  William  T.  Black  lost  two  hoiMl,  talmd  at  $200,  and  pair  of 
harness  and  wagon  worth  3100 ;  AmerioMi  EifWMB  Gompuiy,  OM  hone  worth  $160;  IJoyd  k 

Sopplee,  lost  a  horse  valued  at  $100. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  Jnne  29, 1867,  the  Weeeott  Home,  on  the  eonier  of  Seooiid 
Mid  State  etreets,  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  in  about  two  hnnrs  the  entire  building  was 
oemnnu4.  The  fire  broke  out  from  the  roo^  and  was  under  such  headway  when  discovered, 
diat  all  hopes  of  aaTing  the  haflding  were  at  once  given  up.  All  llie  innates  of  tfie  building 
nearly  one  hundred  in  number,  escaped.  A  large  portion  of  the  furniture  was  saved  by  the 
citisenS)  though  moet  of  it  was  removed  in  a  badly  damaged  condition.  The  building  was 
owned  by  three  different  parties — Mrs.  S.  M.  Boardman  owning  one  half  of  it,  and  Theodore 
Rodolf  siM  B.  A.  Jenkins  one-ouarter  each.  J.  G.  Bobbins  k  Son  were  the  proprietors.  The 
building  was  an  old  one,  but  it  had  been  lately  repaired  and  fitted  up  as  nicely  as  it  could  be. 
and  was  a  favorite  tarrying  place  for  the  traveling  public.  The  total  amount  of  insurance  on 
die  boildiug  and  furniture  was  914,000,  but  the  total  leai  greatly  exceeded  this  sum. 

May  15.  1870,  the  most  disastrous  fire  that  ever  occurred  in  La  Crosse  broke  out  on  the 
Northwestern  Union  Packet  Company's  steamboat  War  Eagle,  which  plied  between  St.  Paul  and 
Daboqne.  She  arrired  on  the  14u),  and,  abont  6  o'elodc,  proeeeded  to  the  depot  to  take  on  freight 
and  await  the  arrival  of  the  midnight  train  from  Milwaukee.  The  passengers  from  the  tmin 
were  transferred  to  the  boat,  and  the  freighting  nearly  completed,  before  the  accident  took  place. 
The  men  were  leading  some  barrebof  DaoBMihr  fluid,  stowing  it  on  the  larboard  nde  about  midship. 
One  barrel  being  found  leaking,  the  cooper  was  directed  to  repair  it.  The  barrel  was  stood  on 
end.  the  cooper  placing  his  lantern  on  the  head  of  it,  and  while  driving  the  hoops,  the  lantern  in 
some  manner  was  broken,  and  the  whole  mass  of  inflammable  material  was  in  a  blaze  in  a  moment. 
The  barrel  was  rolled  off  the  boat,  but  a  barge  prevented  its  entering  the  water,  when  the  flames 
and  blinding  ^^moke  enveloped  the  boat  in  a  moment.  There  was  hut  a  small  passenger  list,  only 
about  fifty  cabin  passengers  being  on  board.  Of  this  number  six  were  lost.  The  fire  rapidly 
communicated  to  the  extensive  freight  sheds  on  the  dock,  and  thenoe  to  the  depot  and  adjoining 
buildings,  all  of  which,  together  with  the  large  elevator,  six  freight  cars,  one  passenger  car,  and 
one  baggage  and  express  cars,  were  destroyed  in  an  hour's  time.  The  dimensions  of  the  depot 
deetroyed  were  as  follows ;  Ifain  freight  and  passenger  depot  and  offices  of  the  Ohieago,  Mil- 
iraukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  45x250  feet ;  the  elevator,  75x140  feot  and  80  feet 
high;  the  dock  warehouse,  50x250  feet;  dock  shed,  40x175  feet;  dining-hall,  baggage  and  ex- 
preos  rooms,  40x160  feet.  Thia  loss  amoonted  to  $211,  U  00,  with  an  nmira&ce  oTan  indefinite 
amount.  In  addition  to  this  loBB,  there  was  a  large  amount  of  private  losiet,  making  the  total 
loss  about  $250,000. 

Late  in  the  night  of  January  18,  1871,  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given  on  the  street,  and  in  a 
ftw  moments  the  fire  was  discovered  to  be  in  the  large  distillery  owned  by  James  Langdon,  sit- 
uate on  the  corner  of  Second  and  La  Crosse  streets.  The  wind  was  blowing  hard,  and  the  flames 
soon  burst  out,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  building  could  not  be  saved.  There  was  in  the 
building  a  complete  grist>niill,  a  twenty-horse-power  engine,  and  a  complete  eet  of  distilling  im* 
jdementa.    The  total  loss  amounted  to  ?l",Oiio,  with  no  insurance. 

On  Friday  morning,  April  28,  IbTl.  iShephardson's  Mill,  on  Black  River,  caught  fire  and 
was  almoet  totally  destroyed.  The  mill  had  just  been  overhauled,  some  (4,000  having  been  ex- 
pended on  new  machinery  and  additions,  and  had  not  yet  been  started  for  the  season.  Mrs. 
Shephardaon's  loss  amounted  to  $24,000,  with  no  insurance.  Dean  Smith  &  Co.  also  lost  about 
$1,000  in  saws  and  other  maebinery,  which  they  had  in  the  mill  at  the  time. 

Sunday  morning,  January  10,  1876,  the  fire  alarm  was  sounded,  and  in  a  few  moments  the 
clothing  store  of  Mr.  Langstadt  was  found  to  be  on  fire.  Water  was  quickly  applied,  and  the 
flames,  which  were  under  considerable  headway,  were  soon  extinguished,  but  not  until  the  stock 
of  dothing  had  received  a  thorowdi  wetting.  The  total  loss  amounted  to  |9,000,  with  an  in- 
iuaiiee  of  $6,000. 
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At  about  9  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  June  17,  1877,  a  fire  was  discovered  near  the 
fiimaee  in  Holway'e  mill,  in  the  Fifth  Ward.    The  flames  quickly  ran  from  the  pile  of  mv- 

dust,  where  the  fire  nrigiiuitcd,  up  the  sides  of  tlu;  btiiMini^,  which  secrn'''!  to  burn  almn-^t  as 
rapidJj  as  tinder,  and  soon  the  entire  structure  was  a  seething  mass  of  tlames.  The  fire  spread 
with  almost  ineonoeiTahle  rapidity,  quickly  eommvntcating  itself  to  the  large  piles  of  Imnber 
BtacktM]  on  the  windward  side  of  the  mill,  consuming  about  100,000  feet.    The  mill  was  known 

as  the  old  Ross  Mill,"  having  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Holway  from  Mr.  Ross,  only  about  two 
months  previous  to  the  fire,  for  $10,U00.  Mr.  Holway 's  entire  loss  amounted  to  $1^,000,  with* 
out  any  insurance. 

The  most  disastrous  fire  that  visited  La  Crosse  for  a  number  of  years  occurred  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  July  27,  1879.  The  fire  was  discovered  to  be  in  the  wa^on  and  blacksmith  shop  of 
A.  Dittman,  on  Third  street,  near  the  comer  of  Badger,  and  the  bnilding,  s  feir  moments  after 
the  alarm  was  given,  was  a  mass  of  ilames.    The  building  was  of  frame,  lined  with  brick.  The 

large  building  adjoining  it  on  the  north,  owned  by  Smith  k  Merrill,  and  used  by  them  as  a  store- 
house, paint-shop  aud  setting-up-shop  for  threshing  machines,  also  took  fire,  and  was  also  com- 
Ijktrl  Y  dcstrojed.  A  stiff  breese  was  blowing  from  the  west  at  the  time,  which  baffled  all  efforts 
of  the  firemen  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  fire,  an  i  carried  sparks  and  pieces  of  flainin;;  wood 
to  the  adjoining  buildings,  setting  fire  to  them  also.  Among  the  buildings  on  fire  were  the 
dwdling^iionBes  sonth  of  Dittman's  shop,  the  Iknning-miH  tustarj  of  Hart  k  Norton  opposits, 
nnd  numerous  barns  anrl  sheds  in  the  rear.  The  flames  were  also  carried  to  the  frame  sheds 
containing  agricultural  implements,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Badger  street,  and  thence  to  the 
flouring-mill  owned  by  A.  Uirshheimer  &  Co.,  and  operated  by  Yeo  &  Clark,  abo  to  the  paint- 
shop  and  storehouse  of  W.  P.  Powers,  opposite  on  Third  street.  At  this  point  the  tire  wa^ 
placed  under  control,  and  no  more  buiMings  took  fire  except  the  new  barn  and  storehoux-  of 
Davis,  Medary  &  Platz,  west  of  Dittman's  shop.  Tlie  building  occupied  by  Dittman  was  owned 
bj  Lloyd  k  Olarke,  the  tools  and  contents  being  owned  by  Mr.  Dittman.  The  loss  on  the 
buililing  was  ^2,500;  insurance,  $l,'2no.  T.oss  on  stock,  about  81.800;  insurance.  ?1.200. 
Smith  &  Merrill's  loss  amounted  to  ij^lO,000,  with  an  insurance  of  §0,000.  A.  Ilirshheimer's 
loes,  ^8,000  ;  insurance,  $5,900.  Davis,  Medary  k  Plats'  loss,  ^800,  with  no  insurance.  W. 
P.  Powers' loss,  ^500,  with  no  insarmnee.  The  total  loss  amonntad  to  about  |28,000,  with  a 
total  insnmnoe  of  about  ^14,000. 

TUK  8T0KM  FIKND. 

One  of  the  most  fearfal  thunder  storms  that  has  ever  been  experifliieed  in  this  vicinity,  vis* 
ited  La  Crosse  on  the  night  of  Wednesday,  July  2<),  1881.  It  commenced  to  rain  at  about  a 
qaarter  to  9,  and  increased  in  violence  until  shortly  hoforo  11.  when  it  reached  it,s  highest  pitch. 
The  rain  fell  in  torrents — in  perfect  sheets — the  titunder  roared  with  deafening  proximity,  and 
the  flashes  of  lightning  were  rapid  and  ririd.  The  large  audience  that  was  in  the  opera  heeas 
suffered  a  slight  wetting,  but  most  of  them  had  reached  their  homes  wlien  the  storm  commenced 
to  howl,  BO  that  thej  escaped  its  furv.  At  about  11  o'clock,  the  thunder  and  lightning  were 
doing  their  worst.  It  was  evident  that  the  lightning  was  striking  somewhere  in  the  city,  sad 
the  subsequent  day's  developments  proved  that  it  had.  Dozens  of  places  were  struck  and  more 
or  less  damage  done.  The  most  damage,  however,  was  done  by  water,  which  poured  down  the 
streets,  ovcriiowing  the  sewers  aud  running  into  basements.  Great  consternation  prevailed 
throo^^hoat  the  city  daring  the  prevalence  of  the  storm,  chiefly  among  the  female  popnlatioB, 
and  many  persons  spent  a  sleepless  night  in  fcir  of  personal  harm.  The  rainfall  here  was  flir-'e 
and  three-fourths  inches,  and  the  effect  was  to  cause  a  rapid  rise  in  the  river.  The  rise  ««8 
twelve  inohflB.  Sergt  Emery,  of  the  Signal  Swrice,  reports  that  the  stoiiD  extended  ftom  Aii 
eity  southeast  to  Cnicago,  a  heavy  rainfall  being  reported  over  the  entire  territory.  Onst 
damace  was  done  to  the  railroads,  and  all  trains  running  into  this  city  were  delayed. 

About  8  o'clock  the  cloud.s  commenced  gathering  on  the  horizon,  but  did  not  look  formidable 
until  an  hour  later.  About  9  o'oloek  the  rain  oommenoed  beating  down  upon  the  roofs  like  the 
tramp  of  a  manhaled  host,  aud  soon  after  reverberating  peals  of  thunder  and  vivid  flashes  ef 
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lightning  followed.  Ahout  11  o'clock,  the  fury  of  the  storm  reached  its  climax.  The  thunder 
teemed  to  be  one  perpetual  roar,  and  the  lightning  one  incessant  flash,  lighting  up  the  slcy  and 

causing  the  drops  of  water  on  the  trees  to  flash  with  a  thousand  resplendent  rayn.  The  mjijority 
of  people,  however,  failed  to  observe  the  beauty  of  Nature  in  her  terrible  majesty,  and,  as  one 
peal  became  louder  than  another,  would  jump  a  foot  from  their  seats.  Numbers  who  had  already 
retired  and  failed  to  ttnd  rest  in  slumber,  rose  and  dresse*!  themselves,  fearing  a  fate  similar  lo 
the  New  Ulm  disaster  was  in  store  for  the  city.  There  was  not  much  to  feu*  from  that  score, 
however,  as  there  was  not  mnoh  wind,  the  storm  being  mostly  nin,  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
storm  extended  over  a  great  space  of  territory  on  all  sides  of  the  COUnty.  It  reaohsd  OTSry 
division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Taul  roud. 

The  damage  done  in  the  city,  by  the  lightning  and  water  combined,  was  oonstdenble.  In 
the  telegraph  office,  the  operators  could  hardly  work.  The  lines  gave  out  for  awhile,  and 
worked  badly  afterward.  The  operators  were  startled  every  few  minutes  by  reports  like  a  cannon, 
ss  the  bolt  would  strike  the  wire.  The  damage  done  to  the  telephone  lines  amounted  to  but  little. 
Six  drops  burst  in  the  office,  and  six  or  seven  bells  were  rendered  useless.  A  number  of  the 
drops  on  the  telephone  switch  needed  to  be  entirely  respooled.  The  wind  came  from  the  south- 
east, shifted  to  the  west,  and  flnally  chanced  to  a  southwesterly  direction.  The  Bright  Light, 
which  ftrrived  up  from  St.  Louis,  lay  at  uie  depot  all  nieht,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  storm. 
It  was  reported  that  a  house  had  been  struck  at  Onalaska  and  burned  to  trie  ground.  Frank 
Pooler,  who  was  in  the  city  the  next  day,  stated  such  was  not  the  case ;  that  a  farmhouse  to  the 
west,  howcTor,  had  cauf  ht  fire  from  the  lightning,  bnt  the  fire  was  pnt  oot  A  nnmher  of  places 
in  the  city  were  struck  by  the  electric  bolt,  but  nut  hi;u]]y  ilam;i;j;c(l.  The  roof  of  John  Franckle'fl 
building,  on  Pearl  street,  was  struck  in  the  very  center,  and  a  split  made  in  the  front  parapet  of 
the  n>o^  bat  the  damage  was  only  slight  and  easily  repaired.  Early  during  the  storm,  a  tree  in 
front  of  the  Washburn  residence,  on  Seventh  street,  was  splintered  into  kindling*wood.  Four 
men  under  it  at  the  lime  were  knocked  senseless  upon  the  sidewalk.  They  were,  fortunately, 
not  seriously  injured.  William  IIoeQiog's  brick  dwelling,  near  the  f!agle  Brewery,  was  visited. 
The  ball  struck  the  roof,  went  through  ue  ceiling  and  floor  of  the  top  story,  striking  the  ground 
floor  in  the  bedroom  wliere  iho  owner  was  sleeping,  within  two  feet  of  his  bed.  It  must  have 
stunned  him,  as  he  did  not  know  anything  about  it  until  the  next  morning.  The  wire  belt  con- 
necting the  mill  of  the  La  Crosse  Lumber  Company  with  the  planing-mill  oondnoted  the  lightning 
into  the  engine-room  of  the  mill,  and  a  l)laze  sprang  up  which  was  soon  e.xtinguished  without 
much  damage  having  been  done.  The  culvert  in  front  of  Birney's  barber-shop,  in  the  basement 
of  die  old  post  oflioe  bnilding,  became  clogged,  and  the  water  ponred  in  throvgh  the  two  side 
window's,  breaking  two  windows  and  covering  the  floor  to  the  de|)th  of  eleven  inches.  A  number 
of  toosorial  necessities  were  swept  about  promiscuously,  and  mostly  ruined.  The  heaviest  damage 
was  siMtained  by  Quinn  k  Batcoelder,  at  their  boot  and  shoe  store,  corner  of  Main  and  Seoond 
streets.  The  sewer  becoming  clogged,  the  water  found  an  outlet  by  washing  sway  the  sand  on 
the  Second  street  side  and  Witshing  through  tlic  basement  wall,  a  portion  of  which  gave  way. 
The  water  entered  two  feet  deep,  and  did  much  damage  among  the  heavy  stock  of  boots  and 
shoes  which  were  stored  in  the  basement.  The  contents  of  the  lower  tier  of  boxes  were  almost 
entirely  ruined,  and  the  lo.ss  can  safely  be  estimated  at  a  minimum  of  :?-J,000.  All  signal  oflices 
were  out  of  working  order  that  night,  in  the  territ(»ry  which  wa.s  visited  by  the  storm.  The  rain- 
fall, from  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  9  o'clock  the  next  morning,  was  three  and  three-quarters 
ineliei),  and  the  river  at  1*  o'clock  had  raised  ten  inches.  The  water  in  the  Mississippi  was  tinged 
and  presented  all  the  appearance  of  a  June  rise. 

Tho  bam  of  Christian  Drager,  on  the  North  Side,  was  set  on  fire  by  a  stroke  of  lightning. 

.\n  alarm  of  fire  wa-^  souiplod  from  Engine  House  No.  8;  but  the  out  of  the  way  place  in  which  the 
barn  was  situated,  and  the  condition  of  the  elements,  prevented  the  fire  laddies  from  arriving  in 
tine  to  qneneh  the  flames,  and  the  barn  was  bnmed  to  the  ground.  Kiesslbaeh's  saloon,  on 
Third  street,  on  the  North  Side,  was  slightly  touched  by  lightning.  It  struck  just  below  the 
cornice,  and  burned  two  holra  there ;  but  otherwise  inflicted  no  damage.    The  nin  washed  about 
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an  inch  of  sand  and  mud  on  the  side  track  on  the  levee,  and  a  gang  of  men  was  engaged  the 
next  morning  in  removing  the  obstruction  with  shovels.  Joseph  fiosshard's  place,  next  to  the 
Victor  Mill,  suffered  badly.  The  ground  in  front  was  washed  away,  and  his  cellar  floor  was 
covered  with  a  conglomeration  of  mud  and  sand.  C.  F.  Klein's  cellar  was  also  somewhat  inun- 
dated.   Other  places  suffered  likewise  from  the  same  cause ;  but  sustained  little  damage.  The 


HONS  ANI>KR80N'ti  BUJLUI.SO,  LA  (  ItcSsK. 


most  damage  done  by  the  lightning  was  to  the  spire  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  It  was  evidently 
struck  on  the  east  side,  the  lightning  going  down  the  main  post  next  the  church,  and  splitting 
it  very  badly,  making  it  incline  toward  the  west.  The  top  was  almost  entirely  shattered  into 
small  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  casing  on  the  south  side  of  the  cupola  was  partially  knocked  off. 
The  whole  tower  was  so  badly  shattered  that  it  necessitated  its  entire  reconstruction.  As  the 
building  was  not  insured  against  lightning,  the  loss  will  have  to  be  borne  by  the  church.  The 
damage  amounted  to  somewhere  between  ^400  and  3<^00. 
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The  storm  considerably  troubled  the  trains,  which  were  nearly  all  delayed  in  consequence 
of  the  numerous  washouts  which  occurred.  The  most  serious  were  near  the  Winona  Junc- 
tion, on  both  the  Chicago  &  North-Westem,  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  roads, 
where  there  is  a  700  foot  washout.  A  freight  train  on  the  North-Western  road  was  ditched. 
A  land-slide  occurred  near  Dresbach,  which  was  the  cause  of  considerable  delay  to  trains.  It 
was  said  by  a  passenger  on  the  2:33  train  from  the  north,  which  arrived  here  at  9  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  to  be  about  eighteen  inches  deep  on  the  track,  and  was  composed  of  stones,  earth 
and  small  trees.  Some  stones  were  so  large  as  to  require  the  united  strength  of  two  men  to 
remove  them.  Washouts  of  a  smaller  nature  were  so  numerous  that  trains  were  necessarily 
compelled  to  run  rery  slowly.  None  of  the  roads  entering  this  city  escaped;  but  all  more 
or  less  in  trouble,  and  trains  were  thrown  completely  out  of  regular  time.  All  freight  trains 
were  suspended,  and  passenger  trains  delayed.  The  train  from  the  north,  due  here  at  midnight, 
did  not  arrive  until  9  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  the  train  from  the  east  due  in  the  morning 
«&9  blocked  at  West  Salem,  and  did  not  reach  the  city  until  afternoon.  In  all  branches  of 
biuiness,  and  with  all  sources  of  communication,  trouble,  delay,  damage  and  expence  was 
experienced. 
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WHOLESALE  BUSINESS. 

Mons  AnderBon^  wholesale  and  retail  dry  goods. — This  house,  now  generally  recognized 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  dry  goods  trade  in  the  Northwest,  is  located  on  the 
comer  of  Main  and  Second  streets.  In  connection  with  its  wholesale  and  retail  business,  its 
extensive  millinery,  manufacturing  and  other  departments,  almost  give  it  the  right  to  be  classed 
as  a  famishing  house.  The  building  is  120x140  feet,  four  stories,  five  floors,  airy,  cheerful  and 
perfect  in  every  detail,  affording  every  convenience  to  employe  and  patron.  The  basement  is 
used  for  domestics  and  full  packages ;  the  main  floor  for  retail  department ;  the  third  floor  for 
carpets  and  offices ;  the  fourth  floor  for  wholesale  dry  goods  ;  fifth  floor  for  notions.  In  1878, 
the  office  building,  18x40  feet,  two-story,  was  built  and  properly  connected  with  the  main  build- 
ing. Although  giving  employment  in  this  establishment  to  sixty-seven  persons,  the  character 
of  its  head  is  felt  in  every  member,  and  order  and  system  prevail  throughout.  He  is  ably  assisted 
by  his  two  sons,  Alfred  H.,  as  buyer  and  manager  of  the  wholesale  department,  and  Samuel  W., 
hook-keeper  of  the  retail  department,  who  are  peculiarly  fitted  for  their  allotted  duties ;  hence  it 
follows  that  there  is  never  a  lack  of  efficient  co-operation  with  the  chief  on  all  sides. 

Charlea  B.  Solberg,  wholesale  dealer  in  groceries. — In  1861,  Mr.  Solberg  opened  his  first 
stock  of  groceries,  and  up  to  1870  conducted  that  branch  of  business  in  the  Levy  Block,  when 
he  built  on  his  present  site,  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  Pearl  streets.    The  building  was  a  three- 
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itorj  brick,  40x80.  In  1876,  a  two-ttary  addition  was  bailt  od  Id  the  rear  of  the  maia  build- 
ing, 60x70,  whieh  is  trbolly  detotod  to     whotemle  btt8in«n,  wbite  the  6nt  itoir  of  IIm  original 

buildinjz  is  given  to  the  retail  trade,  the  two  upper  stories  being  retited  for  offices,  a  hall,  etc 
Mr.  Solbi^g  early  secured  a  large  amount  of  the  Scnndinavian  trade,  and  always  doing  busi- 
ness in  a  prompt  and  strictly  honorable  manner,  he  has  retained  his  old  customers.  Their 
indorsement  of  hia  eharaeter  brought  him  new  ones,  and  his  bnaineas  has  gradually  increased  I 
until  it  has  assumed  very  large  proportions.  In  1^01,  the  first  year  of  his  business,  his  sales 
amounted  to  $65,000.  In  1880,  tbey  bad  increased  to  $385,000,  and  for  the  year  1881,  will 
no  doabt  loot  up  $400,000.  '  I 

J.  W.  Tom*  ^  (7(9.,  wholesale  dealers  in  crockery,  stoneware  and  glassware,  began  biui- 
neas  on  Front  street  in  La  Crosse,  in  Soptcmhor,  IStjf),  occupying  one  small  room  and  basement. 
In  1877,  their  business  demanded  more  room,  and  they  secured  the  two  stories  above  their  first 
Stand.  Three  years  later  they  moved  to  more  conmodious  and  larger  stores  on  Main  street,  bit 
five  years  ago  were  compelled  to  "ecure  .«till  larger  quarters,  and  moved  into  their  present  loca- 
tion, No.  36  Main  street,  where  thev  occupy  five  floors,  22x80,  and  have  a  larger  storeroom  on 
the  river  front  contiguous  to  the  0.,  M.  k  St.  P.  R.  R.  track.  They  began  buying  goods  dirsetty 
of  the  English  potters  in  1866,  and  have  maintained  those  relations  until  two  years  aeo,  iriMB 
the  perfection  to  which  American  pottery  had  been  brought,  and  the  favorable  terms  tneir  im- 
mense handling  enabled  them  to  secure,  induced  them  to  rely  almost  altogether  upon  domestic 
manufacture.  Their  trade  has  steadily  grown  until  they  rank  among  the  largest  and  best  known  | 
China  houses  in  the  Northwest.  Their  trade  lies  largely  in  Southern  Minnesota  and  Eastern 
Dakota,  but  they  also  cover  the  western  part  of  Wisconsin  and  Northern  Iowa  to  a  considerable 
degree.  I 

John  Ran  Son,  wholesale  dealers  in  crockery,  glassware  and  stoneware.  The  busines? 
of  which  this  is  a  continuation  was  established  in  1867,  in  the  Block  Building  on  Third  street, 
by  Rau  Brothers  under  the  firm  name  of  John  Ran  &  Bro.  They  continued  to  retail  groceries 
and  dry  goods  until  1869,  when,  in  the  "Third  street  fire  "  of  that  year,  they  were  burned  out 
Ph<jDnix-like,  Mr.  R:in  ro«e  from  the  fire  and  established  himself  in  the  Esperson  Block  on  Main 
street.  In  1868,  he  began  the  erection  of  bis  present  80x25  feet  stone  building,  which  was  com* 
Dieted  in  1869.  About  1872,  his  dry  goods  department  was  abandoned,  and  he  has  since  givn 
his  whole  attention  to  crockery,  groceries  and  feed,  at  Nos.  M  and  16  North  Third  street  In 
1880,  be  opened  a  wholesale  department,  and  has  since  established  an  extensive  trade  throngh 
Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  In  1881,  John  Rau,  Jr.,  was  admitted  as  partner,  and  the  fire 
became  John  Ran  &  Son.  Connected  with  his  store  is  a  frame  warehouse,  20x40  feet,  and  another 
on  Main  street  of  brick,  20x45  feet. 

Hogan  ^  Cook,  wholesale  grocers. — J.  J.  Uogan,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prommeut 
of  the  basiness  men  of  La  Crosse,  commenced  his  career  in  April,  1859,  as  a  retailer  of  groos- 
ries  and  supplies  for  steamers  and  rafts.  Commcnccfl  jobbing,  in  a  small  way,  the  second  and 
third  year.  He  remained  on  Main  street  six  years.  In  1864,  removed  to  No.  12  Front  street, 
becoming  a  partner  in  the  Northwestern  Union  Packet  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  pnrehsa* 
ing  agent.  This  compsny  furnished  all  kinds  of  supplies  for  steamers,  and,  in  addition,  did  a 
general  jobbing  business.  During  the  two  years  of  his  connection  with  the  house  the  trsde 
averaged  $200,000  per  year,  having  the  largest  custom  as  well  as  variety  of  goods  of  any  exist- 
ing eetablishroent.  He  then  openM  hanness  at  No.  16  Front  street,  jobbing  merchanmss  sad 
groceries  exclusively  to  raftsmen,  and  de.iling  in  raft  supplies  of  all  kinds.  The  yearly  retunw 
rooted  up  from  $12*5,000  to  $150,000.  This  was  the  era  of  high  prices,  as  will  be  readily  seen  by  > 
reference  to  the  buying  prices  of  a  few  staples — sugar,  40  cents  per  pound ;  coffee,  41  to  48;  I 
carbon  oil,  T")  to  W  cents  per  gallon;  rope,  *25  cents  per  pound;  tea,  $2.08.  In  October, 
1J^60,  moved  to  his  present  quarters,  No.  —  Front  street,  a  three-story  brick,  25x1  oO,  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $7,000.  From  the  basement,  goods  are  received  or  shipped  directly  by  cir  or 
Steamer,  thus  saving  all  the  expense  and  delay  of  drayage.  In  1868,  he  became  interested  witii 
I>r.  Chamberlain  in  pine  lands  in  Clark,  Marathon,  Chippewa  and  Jaeitson  Coaaties.  Is 
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1875-76,  was  engaged  in  logging  on  Black  River  and  its  tributaries,  and  brought  out  10,000,- 
000  feet  of  pine.  On  the  last  day  of  1876,  his  partner,  Dr.  Chamberlain  was  killed  by  Oscar 
Wisscnger,  who  was  afterward  adjudged  insane.  This  occurrence  terminated  the  firm,  and,  in 
the  spring  of  1879,  Mr.  Hogan  resumed  business  in  his  former  stand,  which  had  been  leased  in 
the  interval.  His  trade  has  been  a  growing  one,  and  in  July,  1880,  his  brother-in-law,  F.  P. 
Cook,  became  a  partner.  Sales  the  last  year  aggregated  a  quarter  of  a  million  with  hopeful 
promise  of  increase  during  the  future. 

Davu  ^  Medary. — The  connection  of  Mr.  Medary  with  this  extensive  leather  and  saddlery 
house  extends  back  to  1860,  when  he  was  employed  by  Jesse  R.  Grant,  father  of  ex-President 
U.  S.  Grant,  who  was  then  its  head.  In  1862.  Mr.  Burke  became  a  partner,  and  the  firm 
name  was  known  as  Grant  &  Burke.  It  so  continued  till  1866,  when  they  sold  out  to  Davis, 
Medary  &  Hill.  During  this  time  the  establishment  was  located  at  No.  —  Main  street,  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  Alex  Forbes.  In  1867,  the  new  firm  removed  to  their  present  location, 
No.  12  Pearl  street,  into  a  building  built  expressly  for  their  use,  23x100.  In  December,  1870, 
Mr.  Hill  retired  from  the  firm.  In  1872,  the  new  firm  added  the  adjoining  building,  No.  14, 
being  the  same  site  as  No.  12,  each  having  two  stories  above,  all  of  which  are  occupied,  the  two 
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rooms  on  the  first  floor  being  used  for  an  office  and  sales  rooms,  and  those  above  for  manufact- 
uring and  storage  purposes.  ■The  present  year,  1881,  on  an  adjoining  lot,  has  been  built  an 
additional  storeroom,  erected  the  same  size  aa  those  now  occupied,  22x100.  Of  this,  forty  feet 
in  front  will  be  given  up  for  office  purposes  and  sixty  for  a  store,  thus  giving  them  a  total  of  68x 
100  on  the  first  floor,  and  two  stories  of  46x100  for  storage  and  manufacturing.  Their  work 
consists  largely  of  the  making  of  horse-collars  and  fly-nets,  of  which  there  were  turned  out  of 
the  former  one  thousand  dozen,  and  of  the  latter  from  two  to  three  hundred  dozen  the  past  year. 
To  this  they  have  now  added  the  making  of  riding  saddles,  which  promises  to  grow  into  a  large 
business.    The  firm  keep  a  complete  stock  of  saddlery,  hardware,  leather  and  shoe  findings. 

McOuUochy  McCord  J-  Co.,  wholesale  druggists.  The  large  drug  house  of  this  firm  had 
its  beginning  in  a  small  way  on  the  27th  of  April,  1852,  when  Messrs.  Howard  &  Hasting  were 
its  proprietors,  under  the  firm  name  of  Howard  k  Co.  This  was  changed  in  1855  to  that  of  S. 
D.  Hastings  &  Co.  The  next  year  Bayrae  &  Wells  succeeded.  This  was  followed  by  the  firm 
of  Wells  &  Parry,  and,  in  I860  or  1860,  by  Uriah  Parry,  Jr.  In  1864,  the  present  firm  came 
into  possession,  and  are  engaged  in  wholesaling  exclusively,  selling  only  to  dealers.  Their  trade 
extends  the  whole  length  of  the  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad,  Chicago  &  North- Western  Rail- 
road, Clinton,  Dubuque  &  Minnesota  Railroad,  Green  Bay  &  Minnesota  Railroad,  and  branches. 
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They  have  an  extensive  river  trade  with  the  counties  adjoining  the  river,  and  with  all  that  section 
Ijing  eastward  within  a  radiua  of  100  miles.  Two  traveling  salesmen  are  kept  constantly  em- 
ployed, one  on  each  side  of  the  river.  The  rooms  occupied  include  three  stories  and  a  basement, 
on  Front  street,  of  25x100,  always  well  filled,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  use  a  storage  lot  in 
addition,  of  50x100.  In  addition  to  drugs,  paints,  glass,  etc.  The  firm  make  a  specialty  of 
oils,  and  are  the  sole  agents  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  for  the  sale  of  carbon  oil,  of  which 
6,000  barrels  were  disposed  of  in  1880,  to  which  2,000  barrels  should  be  added  of  other  oiU, 
the  tonnage  of  this  single  article  alone  amounting  to  3,200,000  pounds.  Adding  to  this  such 
articles  as  white-lead,  200,000  pounds,  an  equal  weight  in  glass,  80,000  pounds  of  axle  grease, 
etc.,  a  total  is  soon  reached  of  5,000,000  pounds  shipped  by  this  firm  yearly.  The  two  mem- 
bers were  employed  at  the  same  time  in  the  drug  house  of  John  Price,  in  Milwaukee,  both  com- 
ing to  La  Crosse  in  1864,  and  at  once  entering  into  their  present  business. 

Lloyd  ^  Sapplee,  wholesale  hardware  dealers.  This  firm  was  composed  of  Mr.  William  J. 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  William  W.  Supplee.    (See  biographical  sketches.) 

Gordon  jf  Manville,  wholesale  dealers  in  foreign  and  domestic  wines,  liquors,  etc.,  No.  9 
Front  street.  The  foundation  of  this  firm  was  laid  in  1858,  by  Milton  M.  Morse  and  Alexander 
Gordon,  who  entered  into  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Morse  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of 
rectifying  whisky,  and  made  their  first  joint  venture  in  business  in  the  Union  Block,  State  street 
The  time  was  very  unpropitious  for  the  establishment  of  any  business  enterprise,  but  they  ex- 
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perienced  a  fair  measure  of  success  from  the  start,  and,  two  years  later,  were  in  a  position  to 
take  advantage  of  the  business  revival  which  then  began  to  be  manifested.  They  built  and 
operated  the  first  distillery  established  in  the  State,  a  work  which  would  have  been  largely  in- 
creased but  for  the  diflSculty  of  procuring  a  suflScient  local  supply  of  corn,  which  had  often  to 
be  supplemented  by  purchasing  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  In  1869,  the  late  James  D.  Lyndes  par- 
chased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Morse,  and,  in  enlarged  premises,  the  business  was  prosecuted  with 
increasing  success,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gordon  k  Langdon,  till  Mr.  Langdon's  death  in 
1874,  when  the  present  title  was  adopted,  Mr.  Manville  having  acquired  Mr.  Langdon's  interest 
The  firm  now  occupies  a  building  built  specially  for  this  trade,  with  all  the  facilities  requisite  for 
the  prosecution  of  an  extensive  business.  The  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  firm  has  never 
experienced  interruption,  has  been,  in  fact  cotemperaneous  with  the  growth  of  the  city  in  which 
its  interests  are  centered.  Its  business  field  covers  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Iowa, 
and  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  demands  the  active  services  of  three  traveling  agents,  includ- 
ing the  junior  member  of  the  firm.  Their  stock  is  large  and  varied,  comprising  all  the  est«t>- 
lished  brands  of  Kentucky  whisky,  both  free  and  in  bond,  together  with  a  full  line  of  foreign 
wines  and  brandies,  indispensable  to  a  well-organized  establishment  of  the  kind. 

Insac  Tuteur  if-  Son^  wholesale  liquor  dealers.  In  1856,  Isaac  Tuteur  commenced  t 
wholesale  and  retail  liquor  business  on  Front  street,  and  conducted  this  for  about  two  year) 
when  he  disposed  of  it  and  went  into  the  lumber  business.  He  soon  afterward  established  t 
liquor  trade  again,  and  subsequently  associated  himself  with  J.  B.  Jungen,  dealing  in  wholesale 
liquors  and  groceries.    In  1868,  Mr.  Tuteur  established  his  present  business  at  No.  13  South 
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8i0Oiid  Itreet,  September  8,  1875  he  asaociated  with  himself  his  son  Joseph  Tuteur,  under  liie 
firm  name  of  Isaac  Tuteur  k  Son.  They  deal  in  all  grarles  and  »U  kinds  of  foreign  and  dOBM- 
tic  winee  «nd  liquors,  their  yearly  sales  amounting  to  ^5,000. 

Jok»  B,  Jiatgun^  whomile  Itqnor  dealer,  opened  his  first  liqnor  and  grooery  store  in  tho 
fall  of  1857,  on  Pearl  street.  He  conduoterl  thin  business  at  different  places  in  the  city,  meet- 
ing with  ^reat  success  until  1876,  when  he  associated  himself  with  C.  B.  Solbreg,  this  partner- 
ship ezisbng  nntil  1879.  wh«i  he  established  his  present  business.  Mr.  Jnngen  now  oottfines 
his  attentions  solely  to  the  local  trade,  and  accordingly  keeps  on  hand  such  goods  as  are  used 
and  will  supply  that  trade.  When  doing  business  for  himself  at  first,  his  sales  amounted  to 
$75,000,  hot  will  now  reach  only  about  one-fonrth  of  that  amount 

Fred  Mueller  established  himself  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business,  in  1874,  on  Third  street, 
between  Main  and  State  streets,  one  door  north  of  his  present  place  of  business.  The  first 
year  his  sales  amounted  to  between  818,000  and  i$20,000,  and  for  1880  they  amounted  to  about 
^80,000  His  goods  are  sold  throughout  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Dwota,  being  shipped 
over  all  the  railroads  leading  out  from  the  city  of  La  Crosse.  Hp  constantly  keeps  on  hand 
and  deals  in  all  kinds  and  grades  of  both  imported  and  domestic  wines  and  liquors. 

Jgnatt  8ehM  established  a  wholesale  liqnorwhonse  on  Third  street,  between  Main  and  Stata 
streets,  in  1874,  where  the  liquor-house  of  Fred  Mueller  now  is,  conducting  a  business  the 
first  year  of  between  815,000  and  818,000.  In  1876,  he  moved  to  his  present  place  of  busi- 
ness,  on  the  east  ride  of  Third  between  Main  and  State  strsets.  His  goods,  consisting  of  all 
kinds  of  foreign  and  domMtie  wines  and  liquors,  are  sold  throughout  the  northern  and  western 
parts  of  Wisconsin,  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  Minnesota,  and  the  eastern  and  northern  parts 
of  Iowa.  He  sells  yearly  about  200  barrels  of  liquors,  his  yearly  sales  amounting  to  about 
180,000. 

TOWN  OF  FARMINGTON. 

This  town  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county,  and  contains  about  seventy-six 
sections  of  the  finest  fimning  lands  in  the  county,  on  account  of  which  it  derived  the  name 
"Rrmington." 

Upon  the  division  of  the  town  of  .Taclcson  in  18G8,  the  three  eastern  tiers  of  sections  from 
that  town,  with  the  exception  of  Sections  34,  35  and  36,  which  became  a  part  of  Onalaska,  were 
given  to  Hannington. 

FIRST  SETTLERS. 

Lorenzo  L.  Lewis,  in  1835,  emigrated  from  the  East  into  the  State  of  Illinois,  and,  after 
remaining  there  some  years,  he  removed  to  La  Crosse  County,  included  then  within  the  limits 
of  Crawford  Gonnty.  He  arrived  at  Prairie  La  Crosse  in  1845,  where  he  found  H.  J.  B.  MiUor» 
commonly  known  as  "  Scoots  "  Miller,  Asa  V\' hite  and  Samuel  Snaugh,  afterward  known  as 
Dutch  Doc."  These,  together  with  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Myrick,  constituted  the 
entire  white  population  of  that  aeetion  of  the  country  now  included  within  La  Crosse  County. 

After  having  traveled  more  or  less  through  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  having  dis- 
covered land  that  he  imagined  could  be  made  profitable  farming  land,  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
coming  again  with  his  Uiree  brothers  in  1846.  He  loeated  on  Section  19,  Town  18  north. 
Range  6  west,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Philipp  McConnell  farm.  Two  of  liis  brothers  also 
located  on  Section  VK  and  the  fourth  one  on  Section  24.  Part  of  this  land  is  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Forest  and  part  by  Mr.  Barkley. 

In  A|Wil,  lo46,  Luther  Downer  came  from  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  in  search  of  a  more  western 
home,  and  having  landed  here  and  made  the  selection  on  Section  21,  he  returned  to  Michigan. 
On  the  2d  day  of  September,  1840,  Mr.  Downer  and  family,  together  with  his  brother  John 
Downer,  left  Wayne  County  with  an  ox  team  for  Galena,  111.,  with  the  intention  of  taking  a  boat 
from  there  for  '•  Prairie  T^a  Crosse."  L'pon  arriving  at  Galena,  thev  found  the  boat  on  which 
they  were  to  come  had  lodged  on  a  sand-bar,  and,  after  an  unfruitful  attempt  to  dislodge  it,  the 
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Captain  concluded  not  to  proceed  any  further  up  the  liver.  A  few  others  on  their  way  to  the 
pinery  "  wore  alao  waiting  to  uke  the  boat,  whenee  thej  all  proceeded  in  a  body  with  their 
ox  teams,  arriving  at  **  Prairie  La  Crease  "  November  26.  Here  they  found  only  a  few  white  per* 
sons,  probably  not  to  exceed  eight.  Frooeeding  farther  on.  they  arrived  at  North  Bend  jon  the 
28th.  Mr.  Downer  and  family  remained  in  North  Bend  until  January,  1848,  in  the  meantime 
working  for  Thomas  Douglas,  who  had  settled  in  what  is  now  Jackson  County  in  about  1**4U. 
In  January,  he  built  a  log  cabin  about  two  milee  north  of  the  land  which  he  had  chosen,  the 
boards  usimI  for  flooring  and  covering  having  been  washed  down  the  Black  River  in  a  freshet. 
This  cabin  was  14x16,  one  story  in  height.  In  August,  Mr.  Downer  moved  onto  his  land, 
where  he  drove  a  tew  Btokes,  taron  which  he  lufi  the  flooring  and  covering  of  hie  first  home, 
end,  for  a  time,  this  was  their  only  shelter  nntil  the  logs  composing  his  first  house  were  taken 
down  and  moved  here,  and  again  erected  for  his  dwelling.  Subsequently,  additions  were  built 
on  Ae  north  and  soath  ends  of  his  "  log  shanty."  Here  they  livM  nntil  April  S4, 1855,  when 
they  moved  to  land  on  Section  33,  Township  18,  Range  6  west,  which  Mr.  Downer  had  previ- 
ously purchased,  and  subsequently  sold  to  different  persons  the  land  which  he  had  at  first 
obtained.  He  lived  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  2,  1856,  since  which  time  Mrs. 
Downer  has  had  the  sapervinon  of  the  fiinn. 

This  is,  of  coarse,  not  a  complete  list  of  those  who  settled  at  or  about  this  time.  Others 
have  lived,  wrought  and  triumphed,  reminding  us  of  their  sorrows,  joys  and  ambitions,  which  they, 
like  08,  Bonght  to  gratify,  bat  their  names  have  dropped  from  the  page  of  publie  existenoe  and 

Ihe  memories  of  tboir  pif>necr  associates. 

Among  those  who  settled  in  1U51,  we  may  mention  the  name  of  George  Sisson,  who  came 
from  Walworth  Gonnty  in  Deeember,  and  located  160  aeres  of  land  in  geetloas  81  nad  15, 
Township  18,  R;ui(;o  6  west.  He  returned  to  Walworth  County  in  March,  T'r)2,  and  arrived 
again  with  bis  family  in  May.  For  the  first  two  weeks  thev  lived  under  a  tent,  but  that,  in  a 
heavy  wind-storm,  was  demolished,  when  he  moved  into  an  old  log  eabin  which  he  had  helped  to 
erect  during  his  first  stay  hero.  Ho  subsequently  purchased  a  board  "shanty,"  16x20,  of  one 
Van  Austin,  which  he  moved  in  sections  to  his  farm,  where  he  soon  had  it  ready  to  receive  its 
occupants.  Here  he  lived  for  eight  years,  when  he  built  a  new  and  more  oommodions  boose. 
Having  lost  his  health,  he  rented  nis  old  boose  and  farm,  and,  about  five  years  agov  he  sold  the 
old  house  f  or  8*20,  being  the  same  price  he  originally  had  paid  for  it,  and  it  is  now  a  portion  of 
two  or  three  houses. 

During  the  year  1851,  alaige  nnmber  of  settlers  ci\me,  including  John  Jones,  who  loenled 
on  ction  18  ;  Hiram  Yeatman,  on  Section  19;  Michael  Trafta,  on  Section  20;  SylvMter  H. 
iStebbins,  on  Section  20. 

Tbe  first  marriage  in  the  town  was  that  of  A.  M.  Hill  and  Miss  Adeline  Congdon,  who  were 
married  at  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Congdon  by  a  Methodist  minister  by  the  name  of  Shroff. 

The  first  death  occurred  June  19,  1848,  being  that  of  Mrs.  Maiwuret  Lewis,  the  mother  of 
the  Lewis  brothen,  and  the  next  was  Lucy  H.  Lewb,  a  daughter  of  Harnsret  Lewie. 

Loretta,  now  Mrs.  McClintoek,  a  daughter  of  Luther  and  Obrissa  Downer,  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  town. 

In  1848,  a  saw-mill  was  built  on  Fleming's  Creek  by  the  Lewises,  near  the  present  dwell* 
ing  of  Mr.  Forest,  and,  in  1830,  a  grist-mill  was  built  by  the  same  ones  in  conneetioii  with  the 
saw-mill,  the  lumber  being  obtained  from  the  Black  tliver. 

In  1840,  the  first  post  office  was  established  at  the  house  of  Lloyd  L.  Lewis,  who  assumed 
the  duties  of  Postmiister.  To  this  office,  he  gave  the  name  of  Mindoro.  At  this  time  a  mail- 
route  was  established  from  La  Crosse,  and  Lodowick  L.  Lewis  carried  the  first  mail,  making  000 
trip  a  week.    This  route  was  subsequently  extended  to  Black  Kiver  Falb. 

In  1847,  Lather  ]>owner  plowed  twelve  sores  of  land  in  Section  21,  this  being  the  first 
plowing  done  in  the  town. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section 
19,  in  ^  spring  of  1851,  and  the  first  school  taoght  in  it  was  by  Mim  Loaisa  Leonard,  in  die 
summer  of  that  jear. 
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The  first  tavern  waa  built  in  1854  by  Leroy  Stanford,  on  land  which  he  purchased  from 
Lather  Downer.   This  wia  a  wauM  one-story-and-a-half  firame  building. 

In  1854,  Moris  Andenon  and  Van  Austin  eaeh  gara  ao  aere  of  land,  on  which  a  eeme- 

terj  waa  laid  oat. 

In  1855,  George  Sisson,  Leroy  Stanford  and  John  F.  Arnold  laid  ont  a  town  site  on  8eo> 

tion  21,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Newton.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  post  oflRce  here 
from  the  dwelling  of  Lloyd  L.  Lewis,  this  became  Mindoro  Post  Office,  which  name  it  still  retains. 

The  first  charob  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  was  built  bv  the  Lutherans  in  1857,  near  the 
Union  Mills.  The  congregation  was  organized  October  14,  1856,  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Stab,  from 
Coon  Prairie.  He  remained  Pastor  until  1861,  when  he  was  succeedoil  by  Rev.  L.  Larson,  who 
was  Pastor  until  1862,  Rev.  J.  B,  Frich  then  as.snmeJ  the  pa.storal  care  of  the  church, 
remaining  until  1872,  when  the  present  Pastor,  Rev,  W.  L.  Frich,  took  charge  of  it.  Among 
the  first  members  organizing  the  congregation  were  Ole  Andf-rson,  Syvert  Olson,  Frederick  Ol- 
son, Syvert  Anderson,  John  Anderson  and  Khatian  Klemdson.  During  the  year  1880,  this 
ohureh  had  sixty  eommanicants,  twelve  baptisms,  six  confirmations,  two  marrii^ea  and  one  death. 

Tn  1869,  the  German  Methodists  erected  a  ohureh  building,  and,  in  1870,  die  Adventiats 
built  their  church. 

Meihodut  Episcopal  C^ureh. — ^The  early  htstorj  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Charch  at 

Min  ion),  in  the  town  of  Farmington.  is  very  meaner.  We  find  that  in  185")  Rev.  Smith  lived 
in  the  parsonage  that  had  been  put  up  the  yetr  previous  bat  not  entirely  finished,  preaching 
once  in  two  weeks  in  the  morning.  In  the  affcemosn  of  the  same  day,  he  preached  at  South 
Bend.  The  appointments  were  held  at  private  houses,  alternating  between  Dr.  George  W.  Ha- 
vens* ami  W.  L.  Raymond's.  During  the  following  summer,  a  schoolhouse  was  built,  after 
which  services  were  held  in  that.  In  18 >7,  Rev.  John  Holt  preache<l  in  this  circuit,  having  a 
large  revifat,  the  fruits  of  which  are  still  manifest.  In  1860,  Rev.  Dyer  was  sent  by  the  Con- 
ference, but  after  a  few  raimtli^i  ho  left  the  work.  Rev.  John  Medd,  io  connection  with  a  Mr. 
Perry,  a  local  preacher,  then  supplied  the  work.  In  1861.  the  Conference  sent  Rev.  Cummin^s, 
bat  the  year  follow  i  ng  he  was  retomed.  Rev.  OlsHted  waa  then  sent  by  the  Oonftewice  in  1868, 
and  was  followed  by  Rev.  I.  W.  Cunningham  in  1864-65.  In  1866,  Rev.  Sweet  had  chacge  of 
the  work ;  in  1867,  Rev.  Aldrich ;  in  1868-6U,  Rev.  George  Benham. 

In  1870,  Rev.  McOardy  was  sent.  He  enlarged  the  work  somewhat  by  ineludine  the  Oas- 
teline  neighborhood  in  his  circuit.  The  work  up  to  this  time  had  been  growing  steadily,  both 
by  the  arrival  of  emigrants  and  conversions.  The  subject  of  church  building  began  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  society.  Daring  the  two  following  years  (1871-72),  Rev.  Bunoe,  who 
had  been  sent  there  by  the  Conference,  circulated  a  subscripdk>n.  During  his  second  year,  he 
movcfl  his  family  to  Galesvillc,  continuing  to  prench  just  the  same,  but  di<l  nothinr;;  more  toward 
the  building  of  a  church.  In  1873,  Rev.  T.  J.  Lewis  came  to  the  circuit,  and  during  the  two 
years  of  his  alaj,  succeeded  in  erecting  a  very  pretty  and  commodious  church.  A  bell  was  do- 
nated by  an  Eiwtern  firm,  and  sinre  that  time  has  called  the  devout  to  worship.  During  the 
year  1873,  Mindoro  and  West  Salem  were  united,  the  appointments  around  Mindoro  having 
iMen  merged  into  that  one.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  just  at  what  time  the  several  reli^ous 
classes  were  formed.  Father  Atwnter  was  Leader  at  Snutfi  Rend  as  long  as  a  class  was  held 
there.  George  Sisson,  in  connection  with  Rev.  Ciiauncey  Hobart,  who  was  then  Presiding 
Elder,  formed  the  first  class  in  Mindoro,  he  being  appointed  Leader.  When  the  classes  were 
consolidated,  George  G.  Barber  was  appointed  Lmder.  The  first  Mindoro  class  con.'jisted  of  J. 
Parsons  and  wife,  George  Sisson  and  wife,  Ben  Gongdon  and  wife,  Alonzo  Angel  and  wifis,  and 
Ed  Broadbent. 

From  thtt  time  tlie  history  was  identified  with  West  Salem,  and  will  be  found  in  eonneetion 
with  that. 

OFFICIAL. 

The  first  town  eleoUon  was  held  at  the  schoolhouse,  near  the  dwelling  of  L.  L.  Lewis, 
April  4, 1854.    The  oflioers  of  this  meeting  consisted  of  John  Hineman,  George  G.  Barber, 
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Milo  Downer,  Inspectors;  C.  C.  Palmer,  D.  L.  Calkins,  Clerks.  The  following  were  the  officers 
eleotad  at  this  meeting:  Oriando  Orook,  Ohairmftn;  H.  V.  Laoia,  A.  M.  Hill,  Sapervisen; 
George  0.  Barber,  Superintendent  of  S.ha)ls;  William  H.  Kellow,  Clerk;  John  Ilineman, 
Treasurer;  Allen  Coman,  Assessor;  C.  T.  Snow,  Simon  Powers  (seats  vacated  and  John 
Hineman  and  Lorenio  L.  Lewis  elaoteii  to  racoeed  them) ;  W.  B.  Coman,  R.  H.  Brown,  Jostiees 
of  the  Peace  ;  C.  Kimball,  B.  Broadbent,  T.  H.  MoPherson,  A.  Hobbe,  Constables;  L.  M. 
Stanford,  Seiiler. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  town  ofhcials  to  date : 

1855— C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  Simon  Standish,  A.  S.  Faller,  Supenrisom ;  George  W. 

Havens,  Siiperiiitcinlcnt  of  Schools;  Leonard  Lottridgo,  Clerk;  W.  B.  Coman,  Treasurer; 
Allan  Coman,  Assessor ;  John  Hineman,  James  Ducker  (did  not  quali^  and  Leonard  Lottrid^ 
elected  to  fill  his  place),  Jnttioes  of  the  Peace;  David  Morse,  George  W.  Hontley,  GonstaUes; 
David  McConnell,  Sealer. 

18r)fj— John  r.  Miitthewson,  Chairman;  J.  H.  WiUard,  A.  Cram,  Supervisors;  Jabez  B. 
Coman,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Leonard  Luttridge,  Clerk;  Martin  B.  Ladd,  Treasurer; 
A.  M.  Hill,  Orlando  Crook,  V.  Smith,  Assessors;  Solomon  Farnam,  A.  W.  Faller,  P.  J. 
Mo!^ier  (did  not  riiMlify  and  A.  Cram  wn!4  elected  in  hie  place),  Joslices  of  the  Peace ;  J. 
McConnell,  George  Lincoln,  B.  I.  Green,  Constables. 

1857 —  C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  J.  H.  WiOard,  John  Anderson,  Snpervisors ;  Leenari 
Lottridge,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  George  G.Barber,  Clerk;  II.  II.  Sly,  Treasurer;  D. 
Nowcomb,  Lorenzo,  L.  Lewis,  C.  Roberts,  Assessors;  Leonard  Lottridge,  J.  A.  Young,  Duncan 

A.  Kennedy,  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  G.  W.  Hnntlej,  Jas.  Mosier,  T.  McPhersou,  Constables. 

1858 —  C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  J.  T.  Post,  W.  Miner,  Supervisors ;  Jabei  B.  Coman, 
Superintendent  of  Schools;  George  G.  Barber,  Clerk;  A.  W.  Gallup,  Trea^uror;  \V.  B. 
Coman,  J.  Metcalf,  Lorenzo  L.  Lewis,  Assessors;  George  G.  Barber,  J.  Metcalf,  Justices  of  the 
Peace ;  Lyman  Underwood,  D.  J.  Green,  J.  A.  Gray,  Conatables. 

1859 —  J.  S.  Metcalf,  Chairman ;  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  J.  G.  Robbine,  Snpervisors ;  Jabez  B. 
Coman,  Superintendent  of  Schools ;  A.  J.  Stevens,  Clerk ;  J.  A.  Crandall,  Treasurer ;  W.  B. 
Coman,  Barney  Slifer,  J.  A.  Young,  Assessors ;  Richard  Halberg,  W.  B.  Coman,  Justices  of 
the  Peace ;  J.  L.  Wood,  J.  H.  Willard,  J.  PafT,  Jr.,  Constables. 

1860 —  J.  S.  Metcalf,  Chairman;  J.  G.  Robbins.  A.  Pettingill,  Supervisors;  Jabes  B. 
Coman,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  A.  S.  VV.  Cook,  Clerk;  John  Crandall,  Treasurer;  John 
L  Matthewaon,  S.  Davis,  AseesaorB;  George  G.  Barber,  J.  8.  Metcalf,  Jnatioes  <rf  tiie  Fsaee; 
Martin  Farwell,  Peter  Pipen,  Jay  Pettingill,  Constables. 

1861 —  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Chairman  ;  A.  Pettingill,  A.  Marshall,  Supervisors ;  Jabes  B. 
Coman,  Superintendent  of  Schools ;  Jabez  B.  Coman,  Clerk ;  John  Crandall,  Treasurer ;  W. 

B.  Coman,  J.  G.  Robbins,  Assessors;  Daniel  A.  Kennedy,  J.  H.  Willard,  JttStioes  of  the 
Peace ;  F.  Brown,  Benjamin  Reynolds,  M.  M.  Farwell,  Constables. 

1862 —  C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  S.  Davis,  W.  L.  Raymond,  Supervisors ;  Jabez  B.  Co- 
m«i,  Clerk;  J.  Crandall,  Treasurer;  William  Hood,  J.  L  Matthewson,  Asseasoia;  Cleorge  G. 
Barber,  L.  C.  Jenkins,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  T.  S.  Brown,  M.  M.  Farwell,  Constable*. 

1863 —  C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  S.  Davis,  A.  Pettingill,  Supervisors ;  J.  L.  Pettingill, 
Clerk;  E.  Stevens,  Treasurer;  J.  H.  Willard,  W.  B.  Coman,  P.  Quiggle,  Assessors;  J.  H. 
Willard,  P.  McConnell,  W.  B.  Atwatcr,  Jutioee  of  the  Peace;  Peter  Pepin,  J.  8.  Chandler,  F. 
S.  Brown,  Constables. 

1864 —  C.  C.  Palmer,  Chairman ;  S.  Davis,  A.  Pettingill,  Supervisors ;  J.  L.  Pettiogill, 
Clerk ;  W.  E.  Hewitt,  Treasurer ;  P.  Quiggle,  A.  Marshall,  Assessors ;  Gecree  G.  Barber,  B. 
HolbcPL;,  Justices  nf  the  Peace;  F.  S.  Brown,  R.  II.  Brown,  A.  Craig,  Constjibles. 

1865 —  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Chairman;  John  Kenrick,  S.  Davis,  Supervisors;  J.  L.  Pettingill, 
Clerk ;  W.  B.  Hewitt,  T^reararer;  WiUiam  Hood,  Allan  Coman,  Assessors;  B.  Hclbeig,  J.  B. 
Atwater,  J.  A.  Toung,  Justicei  of  the  Peace ;  George  W.  Himtlej,  John  Fdl^  Geoige  SeUigir, 
Gonatablea. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HI8I0BT  OF  LACB0S8E  COUIITY. 


689 


1866 —  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Chairmaii;  F.  D.  Arnold,  John  A.  Young.  Supervisors;  J.  L. 
Pettingill,  Clerk;  W.  E.  Hewitt,  Treasurer;  Philipp  Qnigfrle.  Jacob  Welda,  M.  B.  Ladd.  As- 
sessors; George  G.  Barber,  W.  B.  Atwater,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  (Philip  McCounell  was  also 
elected  in  place  of  J.  E.  Atwater,  removed,  and  W.  L.  Matthewaon  in  place  of  J.  A.  Yonng, 
who  failed  to  qualify);  David  Downer,  0.  A.  Sisson,  Lucas  Young,  Constables. 

1867 —  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Cbainuaa  ;  F.  D.  Arnold,  George  Schliger,  Supervisors;  J.  L. 
Pettingill,  Clerk;  W.  E.  Hewitt,  Treuarer;  J.  I.  Mfttthemon,  Danean  Melntoili,  W.  B.  Oo- 
man.  Assessors;  A.  Angell,  J.  S.  Metcalf,  Joeeph  Aiiiadon,Jiwtioe8  of  die  Peace;  M.  M.  Han- 
ville,  0.  Cnu^  Eugene  A.  West,  Constables. 

1868 —  jTB.  Oomea,  Ghainnen;  William  F.  Storandt, John  Johnson,  Supervisors;  Silas 
Slierbarne,  Clerk;  Robert  Hodge,  Treasurer;  C.  Roberts,  J.  Brownlow,  A.  Wells,  Assessors; 
R.  Tower,  D.  J.  S.  McOiren,  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  F.  S.  Brown,  Frank  Young,  D.  Hall, 
Constables. 

1869 —  Philip  Quiggle,  Chairman  ;  John  Johnson,  E.  Ewert,  Supervisors  ;  J.  L.  Pettin- 

S'll,  Clerk  ;  Philip  McConnell,  Treasurer;  George  Hodge,  Assessor;  George  G.  Barber,  J.  8. 
letcalf.  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  L.  F.  Crandall,  P.  S.  Brown,  Alfred  Jones,  Constables. 

1870 —  J.  L.  Pettengill,  Chairman;  John  Johnson,  John  A.  Young,  Supervisors;  W.  E. 
Hewitt,  Clerk;  Robert  Hogg,  Treasurer;  George  Hodge,  Assessor;  G.  Congdon,  D.  A. 
Kennedy,  S.  Davis,  Justices  of  the  Peace  i  F.  S.  Brown,  William  Gavin,  D.  H.  Hall,  Con- 
atablee. 

1871 —  J.  L.  Pettingill,  Chairman;  John  Johnson,  John  A.  Young,  Supervisors;  George 
Q.  Barber,  Clerk;  £.  Ewert,  Treasurer;  P.  McConnell,  Assessor;  Geor^  G.  Barber,  L.  P. 
Gkmdell,  Chester  Andrews,  Syvert  Anderson,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  F.  S.  Brown,  Allan 
McDonald,  Ole  Ol^on,  Constables. 

1872 —  J.  L.  Pettingill,  Chairman ;  George  Hodge,  George  Schliger,  Supervisors ;  0.  S. 
Sisson,  Clerk;  P.  McConnell,  Treasurer;  D.  A.  Kennedy,  Assessor;  J.  T.  Fowler,  John 
Amundson,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  F.  S.  Brown,  William  Fabian,  Mike  Stetzer,  Constables* 

1873 —  John  Johnson,  Chairman ;  Jay  Pettingill,  George  Schliger,  Supervisors  ;  George 
G.  Barber,  Clerk;  J.  A.  Pettingill,  Treasurer;  George  Hodge,  Assessor;  L.  F.  Crandall, 
George  6.  Barber,  Justieea  of  the  Peaee ;  Charles  Thorp,  F.  J.  Amdd,  T.  Henriagton,  Con- 
•tables. 

1874 —  John  Johnson,  Chairman ;  Philipp  McConnell,  John  Paff,  Supervisors ;  George  G. 
Barber,  Clerk ;  John  Amandson,  Treasurer ;  B.  Hiddlebrook,  Geor^  Hodge,  Aseessors ;  John 
Amundson,  ().  S.  Sisson,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  F.  J.  Arnold.  William  Kremer,  Constiihlcs. 

1875—  John  Johnson,  Chairman;  P.  McConnell,  John  Paff,  Supervisors;  L.  F.  Crandall, 
Clerk ;  John  Amundson,  Treasurer ;  George  Hodge,  Assessor ;  George  G.  Barber,  L.  F.  Cran- 
dall, W.  A.  Wodhiesr,  Jnatioaa  of  the  Peace;  O.  A.  Siason,  C.  R.  Thoris  B.  F.  McClintook, 
Constables. 

1876 —  John  A.  Pettingill,  Chsiirman;  D.  Mcintosh,  David  Brown,  Supervisors;  0.  R. 
Tower,  Clerk;  John  Amundson,  Treasurer;  George  Hodge,  Assessor;  John  Amundson,  H.  L. 
Roberts.  Justices  of  the  Peace;  J.  Willard,  E.  M.  Henry,  0.  A.  Sisson,  Constables, 

1877 —  John  Johnson,  Chairman;  Jay  Pettingill,  Williiim  F.  Storandt,  Supervisors;  S. 
Middlebrook,  Clerk ;  John  Amundson,  Treasnrer;  George  Hodge,  Assessor;  George  G.  Barber, 
F.  J.  Willard,  Heniy  Tepaoh,  Justices  of  the  Pe«se;  C.  B.  Thorp,  O.  A.  Sisson,  W.  Martin, 
Constables. 

1878—  John  Johnson,  Chairman ;  Jaj  Pettingill,  William  F.  Storandt,  Supervisors ;  8. 

Middlebrook,  Clerk  ;  M.  M.  Farwell,  Treasurer;  W.  B.  Atwater,  Assessor;  A.  P.  Fuller,  John 
J^nson,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Thomas  Uodze,  W.  Martin,  Charles  Thorp,  Constables. 

1879—  Jaj  Pettingill,  Chairman ;  F.  J.  WiTlard,  Even  Erickson,  Superrisors ;  8.  Middle- 
brook, Clerk ;  M.  M.  Farwell,  Treasurer ;  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Assessor ;  F.  J.  Willard,  George  G. 
Barber,  A.  P.  Fuller,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  James  Mclntoeh,  H.  D.  Fuller,  James  Uodgc^ 
Constables. 
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1880—  Jay  Pettingill,  Chairman ;  F.  J.  Willard,  Even  Bricikson,  Saperviaors ;  S.  Middle- 
brook,  Clerk;  M.  M.  Farwell,  Treasurer;  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Aasessor;  John  Johnson,  W.  B. 
Atwater,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  James  II.  Mcintosh,  W.  Martin,  James  IL  Hodge.  Constables. 

1881 —  0.  S.  Sisson,  Chairman;  £ven  Erickson,  F.  J.  Willard,  Supervisors;  S.  Middle- 
brook,  Clerk ;  A.  C.  Hanson,  Treasurer ;  A.  S.  W.  Cook,  Assessor ;  George  Q.  Barber,  W.  F. 
Storandt,  Jnstioes  of  the  Peaoe;  0.  A.  Sisson,  L.  B.  Cox,  F.  Voglo,  Gonstablsa. 


TOWN  OF  HAMILTON. 

This  town  is  located  in  the  central  part  of  the  county,  and  is  irregularly  surveyed  and  laid 
oat  into  fifty-five  and  a  half  sections  of  the  best  land  in  the  La  Crosse  Valley.  The  genensl 
contour  of  the  town  is  broken ;  the  northern  portion  is  diversified  by  bluRs  and  ravines, 
which  renders  but  two-thirds  of  the  town  susceptible  of  cultivation.  The  middle  and  souihem 
parts  of  the  town  are  of  rolling  prurie,  and  well  adapted  for  grain  or  stock  rusing,  the  latter 
now  being  tlio  leading  industry.  The  La  Crnsse  River,  flowing  through  the  town,  fenden  it 
fertile,  and  furnishes  abundant  water-power,  which  is  utilised  for  milling  purposes. 

EARLY  SBTTLBMENT. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  pre.'ent  limits  of  Hamilton  wns  made  by  Emfin  Emfinson.  a  Nor- 
wegian, who  left  his  native  Norway  in  the  summer  of  1850,  and,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  rear, 
located  a  claim  of  160  acres  on  Sections  28  and  29.    Here  he  erected  a  small  log  cabin,  wbicb, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  he  occupied  one  year,  when  he  left  for  other  and  more  promising  fields. 
During  the  winter  of  1850,  Thomas  Leonard  and  Julius  Segar  made  their  appearance  in  the 
town,  and  remained  long  enough  to  erect  a  snail  log  cabin,  which  waa  taken  posssasion  of  bj 
their  families  in  the  following  spring,  May  17,  1861,  being  the  date  of  their  arrival.  Thomss 
Leonard,  whose  death  occurred  in  the  village  of  We.st  Salem,  December  10,  1S78.  was  bom  in 
Minerva,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.  October  21*,  1806.    He  was  married  to  Miss  Belinda  Mason,  Sep- 
tember 27, 1880.    He  and  his  family  resided  in  New  York  until  September,  1850,  when  they 
removed  to  Marfjuette  Co.,  Wip.    About  this  time,  glowing  reports  of  the  fine  location  an'l 
promise  of  a  large  and  flourishing  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  called  La  Croese, 
reached  Marquette,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  with  his  &mily,  decided  to  go  farther  West 
and  visit  the  new  field  that  was  attracting  so  much  attention.    In  May,  1851,  he  cetdcd  on  had 
where  a  portion  of  the  village  of  West  Salem  now  stands.    Having  a  larjie  hope  and  uiwavcr* 
ing  faith  in  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  La  Crosse  County,  he  took  a  prominent  and 
active  part  in  any  and  every  enterprise  that  tended  to  develop  the  resources  of  his  new  home. 
The  project  of  building  a  railroad  from  Milwaukee  to  La  Oosse,  enlistod  his  best  efforts,  and 
found  in  him  an  untiring  advocate  in  presenting  the  great  benefits  and  advantages  to  the  La 
Orosse  Valley  as  well  as  the  dty  of  La  Crosee.   ^e  railroad  company  required  a  Donus  be<brt 
locating  ami  ti^taljlishing  a  depot  at  West  Salem,  and  Mr.  Leonard  gave  the  company  a  deed  f  ■ 
acres  of  land  lying  east  and  northeast  of  the  present  depot.    In  1857,  he,  in  company  with  M.  i,. 
Tourtellotte  and  Oscar  F.  Elwell,  laid  out  the  village  of  Salem  (now  West  Salem).    Mr.  Leonard 
was  a  generous  supporter  of  education  and  religion.    His  donations  in  that  direction  were  the 
site  where  the  West  Salem  High  School  stands,  and  the  lots  on  which  the  Baptist.  Methodist 
and  Congregational  Churches  are  built,  and  the  parsonage  of  the  Methodist  society.    While  he 
did  not  belong  to  any  church,  he  did  more  lor  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  sustaining  tbe 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  than  many  whose  names  are  found  among  the  leading  members  of 
orthodox  denominations.    Accompanying  the  families  of  Thomas  Leonard  and  Julius  Segar 
were  a  number  of  pioneers,  who  have  since  been  noted  for  their  steadfiastness,  strict  integrity 
and  pioneer  perseverance.    Among  the  number  were  Charles  Segar,  William  Bingham  aac 
family,  John  Hcmstock  and  family,  John  Campbell  and  William  Hemstock.    Thi,s  partv  con- 
sisted of  thirty  persons  in  all,  and  with  six  wagons  and  eleven  yoke  of  oxen,  were  eleven  dayi 
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making  the  distance  from  Marquette  County,  Wis.,  to  La  Crosse  County,  arriving  here  May  17, 
1851.  William  fiiDsbam  located  a  claim  on  Section  35,  f&tm  since  known  as  the  "  Jewell 
Fam;"  John  GmupmU  settled  on  Seotion  8,  and  Jnlini  S^r  on  Section  4,  andhlsioii 
Charlee  located  northwest  Section  3  ;  John  Hernstock  tniule  a  claim  nf  Section  2,  Township 
17,  Range  6 ;  William  Hernstock  located  on  Section  34 ;  farm  now  owned  by  M.  L.  Tourtellotte. 
Soon  a^r,  Byron  Vieta  located  on  Section  26,  and  entered  a  large  tract  of  land  contigaons  to 
his  claim.  ^Ir.  Viets  was  a  native  of  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  and  was  born  in  1802.  At  an 
early  day,  1820,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  until 
1845^  when  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  locating  in  Dodge  County.  In  1841),  lie  rotamed  to 
Ohio ;  in  1851,  came  to  La  Crosne  County,  and  settled  near  the  subsequent  village  of  Neshonoe 
in  town  of  same  name,  now  Hamilton.  In  1855,  he  ai;ain  returned  to  Obio  ana  remained  one 
jeur,  and,  in  1856,  came  again  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Trempealeau,  and,  in  couipany  with 
three  others,  owned  village  site;  returned  to  Obio  in  1857,  and  purchased  a  farm,  which  he 
managed  until  1850,  when  he  came  hack  to  La  Crosse  County,  and  purchased  liis  original  claim. 
Here  he  resided  for  years,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of  VVest  Salem,  and  retired  from 
bosinem.  In  1869,  he  was  attacked  with  a  disease  which  precluded  the  nee  of  food  of  any  kind, 
and  which  finally  caused  his  death  in  the  same  year  from  .starvation,  he  having  fasted  fifty-five 
days.  Mr.  Viets  was  a  man  of  noble  impulses,  a  thorough  gentleman,  energetic,  whole-souled, 
bcspitahle  and  generoos  to  a  firalt. 

The  cause  of  agriculture,  though  now  in  its  incipiency,  enlisted  the  best  efforts  of  the  hus- 
bandmen, and  the  La  Crosse  Valley  and  the  town  of  Neshonoe,  now  Hamilton,  soon  became 
the  center  of  attraction  for  immigration  to  La  Crosse  County.  To  continue  the  list  of  those 
who  eame  during  1851:  James  M<  Kiiilt  v.  located  on  Section  28,  Andrew  McBldowney  and 
fMirsons,  located  on  Section  27.  Here  he  kept  a  tavern,  and  entertained  passengers  traveling 
over  the  stage-route  between  Portage  and  La  Crosse.  The  sons,  James,  William  and  Andrew, 
We  since  located  claims  in  the  immediate  ?icinity  of  the  original  settlement,  and  are  now 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  the  town.  Phineas  Gilbert  settled  on  Section  26  ;  Thomas  J. 
Paddock  on  Section  28.  In  the  fall  of  1851,  Monroe  Palmer  made  his  appearance  in  the  future 
Hamilton,  and  located  land  on  Sections  27,  84  and  85;  on  Section  27,  he  hnilt  a  small  log 
cubin,  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  which  was  not  in  operation  until 
1853,  though  some  sawing  had  been  done  in  1852.  Among  others  who  came  during  the  sum- 
mer and  fiJl  of  1851,  were  P.  0.  Gilbert,  who  located  <m  Section  26 ;  John  H.  Oill,  George 
Loomis,  Thomas  J.  Paddock.  Stewart  Brown,  Jamea  Rutley,  Jacob  Meyer,  Daniel  Bacon, 
Robert  Smith,  James  Tuttle,  L.  O.sborne ;  S.  Simmenaon,  one  of  the  pioneer  representatives  of 
Norway,  settled  in  the  present  town  of  Hamilton  in  tlie  fall  of  1851.  He  was  born  in  Norway, 
is  1800,  came  to  America  in  186(),  and  located  in  IHum  County,  Wis.;  in  the  fall  of  1851,  be 
immigrated  to  La  Crosse  County,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton.  His  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren. Matt  and  Betsey  (now  Mrs.  Mahlum),  are  still  living  in  the  village  of  West  Salem.  Of 
the  early  eettlers  of  1851,  but  few  remain,  thoneh  they  are  not  forgotten  by  the  succeeding 
frenerations.  who  will  ever  cherish  thoin<^morv  of  those  noble  pioneers  who  left  home  and  friends 
to  venture  into  the  almost  undiscovered  territory  of  the  present  La  Crosse  County,  to  make  a 
new  banning,  build  a  new  home  in  the  wilderness,  and  lay  the  fonndation  for  a  future,  against 
which  sorrow  and  bitterness  should  not  prevail. 

It  was  not  until  the  first  rays  of  light  streaked  the  eastern  horizon  announcing  the  dawn  of 
Ae  year  1852,  that  immigration  into  the  town  of  Hamilton  was  in  othw  than  amall  parties. 
This  year  was  noted  for  the  advent  of  a  large  number  of  bale,  hearty,  strong- muscled  and 
stronger-hearted  husbandmen,  who  8ub.«io([iicntly  rendered  this  Territory  famous  as  an  agricult- 
ural town,  and  many  of  whom  became  leading  citizens  of  the  county,  as  well  a.s  representative 
men  of  their  town.  They  first  erected  small  log  cabins  for  habitations,  in  which,  with  their 
families,  they  resided  until  more  luxurious  accommodations  could  be  provided.  Here  they  lived, 
toiled  and  triumphed,  always  with  a  thought  of  the  morrow  and  the  hereafter,  the  mystery  of 
wbieh  has  been  nlred  by  so  many  of  them  ainee.   They  came  hither  doqoent  with  hopa  and 
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happiness,  and  that  their  anticipations  were  fully  realized,  the  numerous  well-tilled  farms,  oma- 
meat«d  with  elegant  and  commodious  residences,  furnish  ample  evidence.  Prominent  among  die 
nmnber  who  came  this  year,  were  B.  F.  Bdwmrdii  e  utiTe  of  New  Toilc,  who  hieeted  hie  pici- 
ent  farm  on  Section  2d ;  0.  0.  ElweU,  John  Od«I1,  Robert  Brown,  ThomM  Morrill,  Bdwerd 
and  Nicholas  Feak. 

The  eleim  is  not  indulged  that  Uiis  list  is  oomnlets.    There  nndovbtedly  were  odien  who 

were  attracted  to  the  fertile  valleys  of  the  future  Hamilton  during  the  period  mentioned,  and 
who  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  soon  left  for  other,  and,  apparently,  more  '  promising  fields, 
and  are  now  forgotten  by  their  associates  of  nearly,  thirty  years  ago ;  while  others  have  become 
loot  m  the  crowds  of  humanity  that  have  fretted  e  hrief  ezietenee  on  the  stsge  of  life,  sad  long 
nnoe  crossed  the  my^^tic  river  of  death. 

The  year  1863  rolled  away  into  the  past,  leaving  the  impress  of  but  very  few  events  worthy 
of  referenoe,  beyond  the  fact  that  emigration  tended  hitherward  without  intermption,  and  the 
future  town,  then  Neshonoc,  though  populous  with  life  and  animation,  bore  no  resemblance  to 
the  present  Hamilton  in  that  respect.  During  the  years  1854  and  1855,  large  accessions  were 
made  to  the  popolation  of  the  prosperooe  town ;  indeed,  as  one  tif  thoae  who  oame  about  that 
time  remarked  to  the  writer,  it  was  impossible  to  state  who  came  into  the  town  during  that 

Sriod.  Of  those  who  settled  in  the  town  before  1855,  and  still  living  here,  may  be  mentioned 
onroe  Pelner,  E.  F.  Bdwards,  0.  0.  Elwell,  Osesr  Blwetl,  J.  wT  Ranney,  J.  W.  Cobnzm, 
James.  William  and  Andrew  McEldowney,  L.  Osborne,  S.  Brown,  Christian  Larson,  Nelson 
Larson,  William  Van  Zandt,  Gordon  Servis,  William  Loundsborrow,  John  Togson,  T.  Knudeeon^ 
Ole  Knudeson,  Daniel  Loomis,  William  Van  Waters,  M.  L.  Tourtellotte,  WUliam  Gage,  Henry 
Hodgee,  A.  K.  Viets,  Jacob  Meyers,  James  Edwards,  Daniel  Baeon,  Frank  Smith,  JameeTirttle^ 
Matt  Simmenson,  John  Andrews. 

During  1856,  and  succeeding  years,  the  town  continued  to  increase  in  pofmlation  and 
wealth.  Improvements  and  advancements  have  kept  paee  with  the  times  in  whidi  men  have 
lived — villages  and  hamlets  dot  the  landscape  of  this  prosperous  town,  schools  are  to  be  found  at 
every  cross-road,  churches  raise  their  domes  to  heaven,  fields  of  waving  grain  are  to  be  seen  and 
the  Toiee  of  the  reapers  to  be  heard,  as  they  were  when  natnre,  aided  by  man  in  Hamilton  Town, 
was  educated  and  cared  for  until  it  became  the  patron  in  place  of  the  dependent. 

In  1858,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  was  built  tbrotigh  the  town,  enter* 
ing  on  Seedon  1,  passing  through  Seetions  2,  8,  4,  5,  8,  7  and  18.  In  1878,  the  Ohieam  4 
Northwestern  Railroad  was  bnilt  through  the  town,  and  passed  over  thbsameeonrae  the  Gy> 
oago,  Milwaukee  k  St.  Paol. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  was  consnmmated  in  December,  1851,  the  con- 
traeling  parties  being  Jerome  Bostwick  and  Miss  Jane  Bingham ;  a  wedding  celebrating  tt» 
event  was  held  on  the  following  New  Year's.  The  second  matrimonial  event  in  the  town 
occurred  March  3,  1852,  when  liyron  A.  Viets  and  Miss  Louisa  M.  Leonard  were  made  one. 

The  first  child  born  in  Hamilton  was  Nancy  Segar,  daughter  of  Julius  8^pr,who  filftMW 
the  light  of  this  world  in  August,  1851.  The  first  male  child  boni  in  the  towB  Was  BmMnsn 
Leonard,  the  date  of  bis  birth  being  February  22,  1852. 

The  first  death  in  the  town  was  that  of  Betsey  Leonard,  whteh  oeemred  Angnst  14, 1861. 
The  first  religious  services  were  held  in  the  town  in  August  of  1851.  by  a  Methodist  circuit 
rider,  named  Rev.  Chester.    Uis  meetinra  were  held  rather  irregularly,  in  the  cabins  of  the 
seattered  settlers.   Meeting  were  hdd  Sm  fbllowing  year,  at  the  taTom  9i  Bynm  Viets,  at 
Nsahonoo,  by  Ber.  Benjamin  Beynolds,  of  La  Crosse. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  sehool  was  tiaght  by  William  Van  Zandt,  in  the  fall  of  1852,  in  a  small  bnUhw 

erected  for  the  purpose.  Tlte  term  w;is  fnr  tliree  months,  and  the  Tuimbcr  of  scholars  agsjregate^l 
twenty.  Mr  Van  Zandt  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Miss  Mary  Gilbert,  John  Gordon  and  Miss 
Laura  Bntler.   From  this  banning  schools  were  established  in  different  porta  of  the  tova, 
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u  the  growing  population  demanded,  and  which  being  cherished  and  supported  by  the  inhabit* 
sots,  bts  ealminated  in  the  adoption  of  a  school  syitem  sarpassed  by  no  other  town  in  the 

county.  There  are  now  in  the  town  eight  schoolhouscs,  with  accoraraodtitions  for  567  children. 
The  school  property,  including  the  High  School  of  Salem,  is  valued  at  $6,360.  The  number 
of  school  children  in  the  town,  of  school  age,  aggregates  569— >801  male,  268  ftmale — Tcq air- 
ing the  serviceeof  12  teachers,  whose  average  wages  is,  for  male,  8:V2.28;  female.  8'2:;.T2. 
During  the  year  ending  August  31,  1880,  there  was  received  for  school  parposeo,  6^,927.04; 
paid  out  same  period,  $3,440.57. 

nBCT  POST  OFFICB. 

Previous  to  1852,  lite  mile  for  the  few  settlers  in  the  town  of  ^milton  were  received  froB 
La  CrosHo  by  private  messenger.  In  the  fall  of  18.52,  a  post  office  was  e9tabli8he<l  for  Hamilton, 
and  E.  F.  Edwards  appointed  Postmaater  under  Millard  Fillmore.  This  was  the  only  oflSce  be- 
tween lift  Crosse  and  Sparta,  and  was  kept  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Edwards  on  Section  26.  In 
the  summer  nf  18rt2,  mails  were  carried  by  the  different  settlers,  each  in  his  turn  in  alphabetical 
order.  Subsequently  a  messenger  was  hired  and  paid  $1  a  trip.  In  1853,  a  mail-route  was  es- 
tablished between  Baraboo  and  La  Crosse;  and  mails  were  then  received  at  this  post  office,  called 
Neshonoc,  tri- weekly.  Mr.  Edwards  was  succeeded  by  Monroe  Palmer  in  1854  ;  he  was  followed 
by  Ethan  Allen,  who  held  the  office  until  it  was  discontinued  in  18GT.  In  1S7!'.  an  office  was 
established  at  McMillan's  Mill,  familiarly  known  as  Neshonoc,  and  Hugh  McMillan  appomted 
Poetmaster.   In  1880,  Alncander  MoMiUan  was  appointed  and  still  retains  the  ofBoe. 

MILLS. 

Daring  the  winter  of  1851,  Monroe  Palmer  commenoed  the  erection  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill 
on  the  La  Crosse  River,  Section  27.  In  1852,  it  was  so  &r  completed  as  to  enable  him  to  do 
some  pawing,  though  the  grist-mill  was  not  in  running  order  until  1853.  It  was  not  until  18,)5 
that  both  departments  were  in  full  operation.  The  grist-mill  was  fitted  with  the  necessary  mar 
ehinery  and  three  ran  of  stone.  Mr.  Mmer  mannfaetured  three  hnndred  barrels  per  week. 
His  flour  ranked  No.  1,  and  trade  was  received  from  many  miles  around,  including  Sparta,  Trem- 
pealeau and  surrounding  towns.  Tlie  saw-niill  was  discontinued  in  1860.  The  grist-mill  was 
ran  sixteen  years  by  Mr.  Palmer,  when  he  sold  out  to  Orrin  Van  Ness,  who  ran  it  bat  one 
year  alone,  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles  Adams,  and  they  ran  the  mill  another 
year.  Mr.  Adams  then  sold  his  .«haro  to  Leonard  Lottridge,  who,  in  company  with  Van  Ness, 
continued  the  mill  two  years.  McMillan  then  bought  out  Van  Ness,  and,  with  Lottirdge,  ran 
the  mill  two  years,  when  he  pnrchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Lottrit^  and  has  since  oondocted 
the  mill  alone.  This  mill  has  five  ran  of  stone,  and  a  eapodty  of  one  handled  barrels  »  d»y. 

vill.v(;e  of  neshonoc. 

During  1855,  Monroe  Palmer,  inspired  with  a  feeliogjof  public  spirit,  and  desiring  a  me- 
tropolis for  the  ftst-growing  town,  secured  the  aervioee  of  usae  1%ompson,  of  La  Crosse,  then 
Dopa^  County  Surveyor,  and,  on  Octobsr  16, 1855,  laid  out  the  village  of  Neshonoc.  The 
name  is  of  Indian  origin,  and  in  that  hinguage  indicates  this  particular  spot  on  the  La  Crosse 
River.  With  the  aijsistance  of  Gilbert  Cram  and  James  Sieverson  as  chainmen,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son surveyed  fifteen  acres  into  blocks  of  twelve  lots  each,  and  each  lot  50x100  feet.  The  street 
received  the  appellations  of  Oak.  Main,  Center  and  Cypress,  intersoeted  by  Mill,  Second,  Third 
and  Fourth  streets  and  Mentoria  avenue. 

The  first  building  erected  in  the  village  was  a  storyHmd-a^balf  frame  stroetare,  bwtlt  in 
the  fall  of  1855,  by  William  Kentner,  and  used  by  him  for  hotel  purposes.  Soon  af^er  Edward 
Walker  started  a  small  store  here,  with  a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  and  wa.s  placed  on  record 
as  the  firat  person  to  ofler  proposals  for  public  patronage  in  the  village  of  Neshonoc.  Other 
stores  were  established  in  the  prosperous  village  by  William  Kenyon,  Lyman  Randall,  James 
MoKinely  and  William  Taylor.  0.  Lindsey  started  the  first  blsoksmith-shop  in  the  &U  of  1855, 
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and  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1856,  be  was  followed  bj  five  or  six  others.  A  carriage^ 
shop  was  established  bj  Winiam  Ootlini,  and  oontiiraed  with  flattering  saocess  until  the  deoe- 
dence  of  the  village 

The  poet  office,  removed  to  this  point  in  1854,  was  continued  here  until  1863.  The  differ- 
ent persons  made  recipients  of  Bxecatire  favor  in  this  regard  were  Monroe  Palmer,  Bthan  Allen 

and  A.  S.  Ishiun.  The  large  business  of  the  saw  and  grist  mill  of  Mr.  Palmer,  ari'l  the  various 
attractions  of  the  infant  village,  rendered  its  inhabitants  sanguine  of  a  brilliant  and  saccessful 
fiitare,  and  daring  the  year  ISoti,  large  accessions  were  made  to  its  population,  whieh  in  the  spring 
of  1858  numbered  100.  In  the  summer  of  this  year,  the  Chicago,  Milwaulcee  k  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road was  built  tlirriiig!)  the  town,  and  located  the  station  of  Salem  (afterward  changed  to  West 
Salem,  there  being  another  rfalem  in  Kenoaiia  County).  Here  a  village  was  laid  out,  and  induce- 
ments offered  for  merchants  to  locate.  The  superior  advantages  of  a  railroad  market  bad  the 
effect  of  sweeping  the  popu!;iti'»ri  of  the  village  of  Neshonoc  like  an  avalanche  to  the  embryo 
village  of  Salem.  The  merchants  of  Neshonoc  removed  their  buildings  from  Neshonoc 
to  Salem  and  transftrred  their  merchandise.  Other  hranohes  of  trade  followed,  and  the  fvtara 
of  Neshonoc  seemed  gloomy  indfod  Tl  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  Neshonoc  was  en- 
tirely abandoned,  but  for  some  time  it  proved  itself  a  formidable  rival  to  its  saccessful  competitor, 
Balem.  But  it  oonld  not  long  withstand  the  loss  of  its  business  men  and  the  departure  of  its 
inhabitants,  consequently  soon  fell  to  decay,  and  the  pretentious  streets  and  avenues  of  the  once 
prosperous  Neshonoc  have  long  since  been  converted  into  more  peaceful  oorn  and  potato  fields 

VILLAGE  OF  WEST  SALElt. 

Beautifully  located  in  the  center  of  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and  also  of  La  Crnsse  County ' 
on  a  level  strip  of  land  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Bailroads,  is  the  pleasant  village  of  West  Sdem.  It  is  regularly  and  handsomely  1«d  out  into 
alleys,  streets  and  avenues,  and  its  citizens,  who  have  always  the  beauty  of  their  village  upper- 
most in  their  minds,  have  made  this  location  "  to  blossom  as  the  rose."  They  have  displayed 
teste  in  adorning  and  beautifying  their  streets  and  highways  with  rich  foliaged  shade  trees,  which 
are  not  only  a  pride  and  benefit  to  her  own  oitliens,  but  admired  and  enjoyed  by  visitors  and 
others  wlio  have  the  pleasure  of  gazing  upon  them  and  resting  in  their  luxuriant  shade  during 
the  sultry  summer  weather.  From  a  business  point  of  view,  West  Salem  stands  at  the  head  of 
shipping  points  in  this  portion  of  the  territory.  During  the  six  months  from  Oetoher  1,  1880, 
to  April  1,  1881,  the  number  of  cars  of  stock  alone  shipped  from  this  station  aggregated 

In  1858,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  k  St.  Paul  Railroad  was  built  through  the  town  of  Ham- 
ilton, and  it  was  at  this  time  that  that  public-epirited  eitisen,  Thomss  Leonard,  gsve  to  the  rail- 
road company  the  required  bonus  of  ten  acres  of  land  lying  cast  and  northeast  of  the  present 
depot,  on  condition  that  they  locate  a  depot  or  station  at  this  point.  The  donation  was  accepted 
and  tiie  d^t  built.  Forthwith,  Mr.  Leonard,  in  company  with  M.  L.  Tonrtellotte  and  €^car 
F.  Elwell,  laid  out  the  original  plat"  of  the  village  of  West  Salem.  This  plat  consisted  of 
twenty  acres,  and  was  surveyed  by  H.  I.  Bliss,  of  La  Crosse,  into  alleys,  streets,  avenues  and 
squares.  Soon  after,  "Leonard's  Addition"  was  made,  and  the  village  assumed  regular  and 
handsome  proportions.  The  streets  were  termed  Main,  Franklin,  Ilamilton,  Jefferson,  inter> 
sectcd  by  Melville,  Church,  Leonard  and  Mills  streets.  The  first  frame  building  erected  in  the 
village  woii  built  by  Frank  Burgett  in  1857,  and  occupied  by  him  for  a  store,  in  which  be  con- 
ducted a  general  mercantile  business.  He  remained  bnt  one  year,  however,  when  he  sold  out 
and  left  for  Chicago.  The  first  hotel  in  the  village  was  established  by  Thomas  Dntcher,  who, 
in  the  fall  of  1857,  built  the  frame  building  still  standing  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Leonard 
streets.  Hwe  he  eatered  to  the  tsste  of  the  pnblio  for  one  year,  rrhen  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  John* 
son,  who  in  turn  disposed  of  the  property  to  a  Mr  Ilickto.x,  and  subsequently  Ethan  Allen 
became  proprietor,  and  finally  the  present  owner,  A.  Eldred,  took  possession  of  the  hotel  and 
now  oconpies  it  for  a  residence.  The  first  saloon  in  the  village  was  started  by  John  Hommell, 
on  the  oomer  of  lUin  and  Leonard  streets.   This  was  a  &vorito  plaoe  of  resort  in  eaily  days. 


Digitized  by  Google 


696 


HIBIOBT  OP  LACB08SB  COyKTT. 


The  first  drug  store  was  started  in  1863,  by  A.  K.  Yiets,  and  continned  bj  him  to  the 
pwent  time.  Dr.  William  Stanley  was  the  first  physician  to  locate  in  the  village,  th«  date  of 
nb  arrival  being  June,  1858.  In  1856,  a  Dr.  Palmer  located  in  the  village  of  Neshonoc,  and 
■ome  Tears  after,  moved  to  West  Salem.  The  first  and  onl^  diacinle  of  BUckstoue  to  locate  in 
the  Tillage,  was  a  Mr.  Harwood,  who  eame  to  thh  Tieinity  m  1860.  He  remained  a  finr  yean 
when  he  tnok  his  departure  for  a  less  peaceable  locality.  Prior  to  1860,  the  growth  of  the  vil- 
lage was  slow  and  uncertain,  but  during  this  year  larae  aocenioiw,  to  the  population  were  made 
and  before  winter  and  hit  aged  locks  appeared,  West  Salem  contained  npmurd  of  lihrae  tnmdred 
inhabitants.  Tlie  adTent  of  the  Chicago  &  North-Weetern  Railway  brought  others  to  this  locality, 
and  the  business  and  improvements  continued  until  now  West  oalem  ranka  among  the  leading 
villages  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

'    FOOT  OffflOI. 

The  first  post  office  in  the  village  was  established  in  1860,  and  Edward  Walker  appointed 
Postmaster.  Prior  to  this,  the  mails  were  received  from  the  Keshonoc  office.  Mr.  Walker  was 
•neoeeded  by  Byron  A.  Yiets  in  1861.  In  1868,  William  Tan  Zandt  was  appointed  Ptet- 
master,  and  continued  until  A.  J.  Phillips  took  the  ofiice.  He  held  the  position  until  1878, 
when  the  present  officer,  Even  Johnson,  was  appointed.  In  1871,  this  office  was  made  a  money 
order  office.  The  first  order  was  issued  August  8,  1871,  Simeon  Mahlum  being  the  remitter, 
and  Thompson  k  Co.,  of  Bsloit,  the  payee.  The  total  nomber  of  orders  isnied  since  1871» 
aggregate  10,444. 

SCHOOLS. 

From  the  settlement  of  tlie  Tillage  to  1864,  bat  little  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  sdboofak 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  a  select  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Beech ;  and  in  the  fall  of  1865,  a  aeleot 
school  was  opened  in  Agricultural  Hull  under  the  patronage  of  the  Presbyterian  society,  and 
conducted  by  Rev.  I.  Collins  as  Principal,  and  Miss  Beech  as  Assistant.  This  continued  until 
the  summer  of  1866,  when  a  stock  company  was  organized  for  the  estublishment  of  La  Crosse 
Valley  Seminary.  The  first  board  of  officers  consisted  of  William  L.  Dudley,  President ;  P.  S. 
Elwell,  Secretary,  and  six  Trustees.  The  seminary  building,  a  fine  structure  of  white  brick, 
was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1866,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  although  not  completed,  it  was  occupied 
the  following  winter,  the  fall  terra  having  been  held  in  Agricultural  Hall.  At  this  time,  the 
board  engaged  as  Principal,  W.  S.  Lasher,  of  Chicago ;  he  remained  two  years,  during  which 
time  the  school  made  snbstantial  progress. 

In  1870_  the  seminary  builrling,  together  with  the  apparatus  and  grounds,  was  purchased 
by  the  school  district,  of  which  the  village  formed  a  part,  and  converted  into  a  eraded  school  of 
three  departments,  havinff  been  muntamed  by  the  distriet  from  1867  to  1870,  in  a  two-atory 
frame  building,  since  purchased  for  a  grange  hall.  On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  January,  1875, 
the  school  building  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  old  schoolhouse  was  immediately  fitted 
up,  and  school  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  following  summer,  a  substantial  and 
moeb  laiger  brick  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  one  burned.  It  eonsists  of  four  maitt 
rooms,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  high  school,  organized  the  same  year;  Mr.  S.  M.  Leete, 
to  whom  much  credit  is  due  for  its  establishment,  was  its  first  Principal.  He  continued  in 
oharge  till  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  1877,  when,  by  reason  of  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  the  position.  Mr.  A.  A.  Spencer  wan  then  engaged  as  Principal,  and  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  vear.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  present  efficient  Principal,  Mr.  £.  D.  Wood,  who 
has  sinoe  held  the  nodtion  afrreeably  to  himself  and  most  oeeeptably  to  his  eonstitnents.  In 
June,  1880,  this  school  grarluated  its  fir.^t  clas.s,  consisting  of  two  ladies — Carrie  WaUtsr  and 
Belle  Spaulding.  The  class  of  1881  numbered  sir.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in 
the  Baptist  Ghnreh,  with  the  fbllowing  programme:  Music,  Select  Choir:  Bssay,  **  WaMed 
Lives,"  Jessie  Viets;  Essay,  "  Light,  More  Light,"  Julia  Smead;  Essay,  "  Power  in  Masie,** 
Mamie  Clark ;  Music,  Select  Choir ;  Oration,  "  Voices  of  the  Dead,"  John  McConnell ;  Essay. 
**  For  Pearls  We  Must  Dive,"  Ella  Edwards ;  Essay,  "  Sunshine  and  Shadows  "  (with  valedic- 
tory), Baj  Ladd. 
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0HURCHB8. 

PretbyUritm  C^kmreh  tf  JVSwjItfiiM.— This  charch  wm  organised  ai  aa  Afliodate  or  Seenlar 
Church,  and  its  origin  was  as  follows :  James  McKinley  was  the  first  member  of  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Charch  that  visited  this  section  of  the  country  with  a  view  to  settlement.  He 
came  in  1851.  The  mine  spring,  Andrew  HeBldowney  and  nmily,  consisting  of  wife  and  nine 
children,  came  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood.    Three  of  his  four  sons  still  remain. 

In  the  spring  of  1856,  Mrs.  Nancy  McKinley  and  family,  oonsiating  of  six  members,  set* 
tied  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  her  son,  S.  R.  McKinley. 

The  first  religious  service  held  by  any  minister  of  the  Associate  CSlurch,  was  by  Rev. 
Samnel  Collins,  in  the  fall  of  1856.  A  hall  owned  by  James  McKinley  was  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Collins  preached  three  Sabbaths  and  left.  The  next  preaching  was  by  Rev.  H. 
IfoHatton,  who  remained  abottt  •  month.  Some  time  during  the  same  year,  Rer.  T.  W.  Winter 
came  and  took  charge  of  the  congregation  ;  in  the  same  year  also,  the  congregation  was  Increased 
bv  the  immigration  of  Messrs.  James  Wilson,  John  and  Stewart  Brown,  from  Scotland,  and  Mr. 
<$.  W.  Collins,  from  Pennsylrania. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1858,  an  organization  was  affected,  which  was  named  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Charch  of  Neehonoc.  The  foUowii^  persons  constituted  the  organization,  viz.: 
Andrew  HcEldowney  and  wife,  Mrs.  Nan<7  MeKiiu«y»  Mrs.  Elisabeth  McEldowney,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Brown,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown,  Mrs.  Eliza  McEIdcwney,  James  McEldowney,  William  H.  Taylor, 
Matilda  Morrill,  Airs.  Jane  Winter.  W.  G.  Collins,  Mrs.  Lydia  Collins,  mt.  William  H.  Taylor 
and  W.  G.  Oollins  were  elected  and  ordained  as  Elders  of  the  chttroh.  Bev.  T.  W.  Winter  was 
settled  as  Pastor  of  the  church,  and  remained  in  this  capacity  for  abont  two  ycsis,  when  he 
resigned  his  charge  and  returned  East. 

In  1859,  David  Brown  and  family,  from  Sparta,  111.,  moved  in  the  bounds  and  became 
members  of  the  congregation.  The  Browns  were  soon  followed  by  David  McDill,  his  brother- 
in-law  with  his  family.  Mr.  Brown  was  at  once  chosen  Ruling  Elder,  and  served  in  this  capacity 
with  ^reat  wisdom  and  zeal  whilst  be  remained  in  the  congregation.  Mr.  McDill  was  also  made 
a  Roling  Elder,  and  served  futhfblly  in  the  office  till  laid  aside  by  the  infirmities  of  age. 

In  1856,  the  congregation  resolved  to  build  a  house  of  worship;  so,  getting  the  material 
together,  by  spring  they  put  up  and  incloeed  the  building  which  they  now  occupy.  But  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hara  tunes,  wbieh  set  in  in  1867,  they  were  nnable  to  complete  the  bnildinff  till 
we  year  1860 ;  and  then  there  still  remaiaed  a  small  debt,  the  amount  being  loaned  them  Dy  a 
benevolent  society  in  the  East,  they  were  freed  from  embarrassment.  The  country  was  new 
then,  and  the  people  just  opening  their  farms ;  it  was  a  struggle  to  build  even  a  plain  and  not 
Tcry  oosdy  house. 

In  1860,  Rev.  Isaac  W.  Collins  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the  church  for  aboat  three  months, 
and  was  followed  for  a  short  time  by  Rev.  J.  Coleman. 

In  1862,  the  church  gave  to  Rev.  Isaac  W.  Collins  a  call  to  become  its  Pastor.  He  ac- 
cepted the  call,  and  was  installed  Pastor  the  following  summer,  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Jackson.  Mr. 
Collins  labored  in  the  congregation  and  region  round  about  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  He  also  taught  in  ue  West  Salem  Academy,  the  beantifiil  bniraing  of  which  afterward 
became  the  property  of  the  Third  District,  of  West  Salem,  and  was  eventually  burnt  by  fire, 
but  is  replaced  by  the  present  building  of  the  district.  Mr.  Collins  was  a  successful  teacher, 
as  well  as  minister,  but  m  1865,  lie  was  compelled  to  yield  np  his  work  on  earth,  by  that  insid- 
ious disease,  consumption  ;  and  in  the  beautiful  month  of  May.  he  passed  away  tu  the  more 
beautiful  eternity  of  rest.  From  May,  1865,  until  July,  the  church  was  suppliMl  successively 
by  Revs.  Rbett  S.  Collins,  D.  Morrow  and  J.  W.  McShurely. 

In  tiic  meantime,  the  congregation  had  been  greatly  strengthened  by  the  accession  of  the 
following  persons  with  their  families  :  A.  P.  (iray,  Robert  Williamson,  Quinto  Brooks,  Samuel 
McEldowney,  James  Weir  and  Mrs.  Harbison  and  others.  During  the  summer  uf  1866,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Qlcnn  received  and  accepted  a  call  to  become  Jh»tor  of  the  oiareh.   He  labored  acocpt- 


L/iyiu^L-U  Ly  Google 


698 


HISTORY  OF  LA  CROSSE  COUNTY. 


ably  and  successfully  until  October,  1800,  when  he  resigned  the  charge  on  account  of  the  ill- 
healch  of  his  family,  and  removed  to  Illinois.  Ue  is  kindly  and  affectionately  remembered  in 
the  oongregation  and  oommnnity.  After  this  the  ebareh  oontinaed  vaeant  until  July,  1870, 
when  it  was  suppHed  by  Rev^.  Theodore  Crowl,  a  student  of  the  Theolo;;ical  Seminary  of  Alle< 
gheny,  Penn.  He  continued  his  successful  and  energetic  lubors  till  November  1,  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  returned  to  the  seminary.  By  the  union  of  the  Associate  or  Seceder  and  the  Associate 
Reformed  Presbyteran  bodies,  the  United  Plvsbyterlan  Church  of  America  was  formed.  The 
church  of  Neshonoc  naturally  became  connected  with  tliis  bi)ly  :  but  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  having  become  discouraged,  by  reason  of  the  sreat  distance  from  other  orgauixatione 
of  their  body,  they  applied  and  were  recmved  into  the  Presbytery  of  Chippewa,  in  oonneotion 
with  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America;  aad 
shortly  after  they  made  out  a  unaniinom  call  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  .J.  C.  Caldwell, 
late  of  Stillwater,  Minn.,  but  at  that  time  of  Black  River  Falls,  Wis.  On  the  1st  of  December, 
1870,  he  entered  on  his  labors,  and  in  the  spring  was  installed  Pastor  of  the  church.  He  is 
now  in  the  eleventh  year  of  this  work.  Durins;  this  time  there  have  been  added  to  the  mem- 
bership  of  the  church  tifty-one  on  profession  of  their  faith  and  twenty -six  by  letter;  whole 
namber  oonnected  w|th  the  chnrob,  one  handred  and  thir^-two ;  bnt  the  deaths,  dismiasals  and 
absentees  amount  to  sixty-aix,  leaving  a  resident  membership  of  sixty-six.  The  contributions  of 
the  church  to  various  objects  at  home  and  abroad,  amount  to  89,780.  The  session  of  the  church 
of  Neshonoc  are  as  follows:  Jonathan  Green,  Samuel  McEldowney,  Ramsey  McEldowney. 
Jamee  McEldownej  and  William  Gray. 

In  connection  with  tliis  pa.storate  there  have  been  two  Mission  Churches ;  First  Lewis  Val- 
ley. This  church  was  organized  by  Rulins  Elder  A.  P.  Gray  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Caldwell,  in  May, 
1871. 

The  following  persona  constituted  the  organization,  viz.,  Robert  Hogg,  Jane  Hogg,  Mar- 
mret  l^g,  Elizabeth  Barcley,  Mary  McDonald,  James  Wilson,  Janette  Wilson,  JamesCooper, 
Blenor  Henderson,  Hattie  Stevens,  Mary  Stevens,  Cynthia  Kilmer,  Thomas  Barling.  A  lot 
was  preeented  to  tlie  sodetj  in  Mindoro  by  M.  Arnold,  and  a  very  neat  and  convenient  church 
was  built  by  the  congregation  with  aid  from  abroad,  at  a  cost  of  about  81,900.  This  church 
was  dedicated,  free  of  debt,  in  November,  1875.  During  the  ten  years  ending  December,  1880, 
the  society  eontribnted  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  about  f 1,400,  since  then  it  has  been  supplied 
by  Rev.  Robert  ChristenBon,  of  North  Bend. 

The  church  of  Btuigor  was  organized  April  20,  1872.  The  following  persons  constituting 
the  membership,  vis.:  William  Sawyer,  Susan  Sawyer,  David  Fulton,  Mary  Fnlton,  Elizabeth 
Foster,  Mrs.  Lydia  Davis,  Miss  L.  J.  Davis,  Miss  Sissie  Barnes,  Mrs.  Sebastian  Fletcher,  and 
Mrs.  Moody.  The  services  of  thi.s  soriety  were  held  in  the  schooll)ouse  one  mile  north  of  Rock- 
land until  last  December,  when  they  removed  to  Grange  Hall,  Bangor,  where  they  are  maintained 
every  Sabbath  P.  M.  The  society  now  nnmbers  thirty  members,  and  its  contribntiiws  to  th« 
support  of  the  Gospel  at  home  and  abroad  have  amounted  to  about  ^1.000.  The  session  <tf  the 
church  at  present  consists  of  William  Sawyer,  David  Fulton  and  Nathan  Barber. 

Methoditt  Episcopal  Church. — During  thesnmmer  of  1852,  the  scattered  settlersnsed  together 
at  the  house  of  Thomas  Hart  near  Winona  Junction.  Rev.  Wood,  preacher  in  charge  at  La  Crosse, 
ministered  unto  them.  Tn  the  coming  few  months  the  work  at  Onalaska  included  this  in  their 
work  with  Dr.  Quigly  as  Pastor,  gradually  the  work  moved  eastward,  when,  m  the  following  year. 
Rev.  Lake  gatherMl  those  of  Methodist  sentiment  and  formed  them  into  a  chnich,  holding  serv- 
iccs  in  an  empty  house  about  f  mr  miles  from  Salcra  on  the  La  Crosse  road.  There  being  no  stated 
minister,  Rev.  Foster  held  services  in  connection  with  the  church,  holding  the  services  in  George 
Loomis's  bam.  A  Sunday  school  was  also  formed,  with  Mr.  Holmes  as  Snperintendant.  Dar- 
ing the  summer  of  1854,  services  and  Sunday  school  were  held  in  Daniel  Loomn'a  house.  A 
schoolliouse  wa.s  built  in  this  district  during  this  season,  when  the  appointment  wa.s  moved  to  it. 

In  1865,  Rev.  £.  B.  Uussell  was  sent  to  this  work ;  he  formed  a  class  consisting  of  Nelson 
Sives  and  wife,  Fireeman  Richardson  and  w^  Jasper  Riehardson,  Mr.  Holmes  and  wife,  .Mih» 
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Abbott  and  Robert  Brown  and  wife.  Rev.  Russell  lived  in  a  house  formerly  occupied  by  Nelson 
Sives,  who  built  a  bouse  so  as  to  make  a  place  for  the  minister.  These  were  the  days  of  iccon- 
TraieocM.  A  donation  was  held  this  year  that  materially  helped  the  preacher,  beeidea  affording 
a  pleasant  social  time  for  the  settlers.  The  winter  was  remarkable  for  the  deep  snow,  during 
which  time  the  miaister  found  a  pleasant  home  for  his  family  at  the  homo  of  Robert  Brown 
while  he  was  away  at  his  work.  In  1858,  Rer.  Mason  wss  sent  by  the  Conference,  then  followed 
in  the  next  year  John  Medd.  During  this  year  a  camp>meeting  was  hdd  near  Neriioiioo,  which 
lesnlted  in  a  number  of  accessions  and  the  church. 

Rev.  Broxum  was  sent  by  the  Conference  in  the  year  of  1860.  In  IStil,  Rev.  Cooly  was 
appointed  to  this  woric.  Darnig  the  year,  the  appointment  remained  the  same  as  before,  except 
services  in  Salem  were  held  for  a  time  in  the  Congregational  Church,  which  was  then  in  an 
unfinished  condition.  In  the  following  year,  Rev.  A.  £.  Smith  was  stationed  here.  Having 
engaged  in  a  speculation,  he  gave  up  the  woi^  after  abont  six  months;  bat  not  nntil  he  had 
inTolved  in  his  undertaking  many  of  the  members.  It  worked  beneficially  to  him,  but  disas- 
trously to  those  interested  and  the  church.  The  prejudice  aroused  there  has  not  ceased  its 
damaging  eflfect  even  now.  Rev.  Smith  Aldrich  supplied  the  work  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  and,  at  the  next  session,  joined  the  Conference,  from  which  he  was  sent  back  as  preacher 
in  charge.  Thomas  Crouch,  a  local  preacher,  assisted  Mr.  Aldrich  the  first  year,  and  W. 
Wheaton,  the  second  year.  In  the  foUowins  year  (1864),  Rev.  Olmsted  was  sent  to  this  work. 
Daring  this  year,  Bums  was  dropped  from  the  eirenit,  and  snpplied  occasionally  by  Rev.  Oeorae 
Benham,  and  North  La  Crosse  taken  on ;  but,  at  thobci^nmng  of  the  year  following.  Rev.  Smiui 
was  sent  by  the  Conference,  when  Burns  was  taken  on  again.  lie  did  not  come,  but  left  for  Iowa, 
and  Rev.  Farnsworth  supplied  the  work.  During  this  year,  the  church  in  West  Salem  was 
bnilt.  Not  being  a  member  of  the  Conference,  and  desiring  to  immortaliie  his  name,  he  went 
into  Burnham  Valley,  and  formed  a  Free  Methodist  Church,  for  wliich,  up  to  this  time,  he  had 
shown  no  tendency.  The  inroad  he  made  upon  the  church  rendered  the  year's  work  unsatis- 
bfltoiy.  In  the  following  year,  Rer.  Wilham  l^ylor  was  sent  to  this  cirenit.  Boms  was 
restored,  and  North  La  Cruese  dropped.  The  year  was  not  a  rery  marked  one^  unless  it  be  by 
ending  the  same  as  it  began,  with  little  improvement. 

At  the  next  Conference  (1867),  VV.  S.  Wriglit  was  seat.  He  took  up  the  work  with  a 
determination  to  improve  matters.  Paying  especial  attention  to  Bostwick  Valley,  his  efforts 
were  crowned  with  success,  in  the  formation  of  a  class,  with  Father  Howe  as  Class  Leader. 

The  class  has  since  gone  down,  through  its  members  moving  away,  when  the  residue  were 
transferred  to  the  Salem  class. 

James  T.  Bryan  was  sent,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  to  this  work.  This  year  shows  no  marked 
increase,  but  gradual  growth.  The  whole  work  suffered  this  year  from  the  members  moving 
away,  which  left  the  total  membership  less,  notwithstanding  several  accessions,  iliaii  of  the  year 
previous.  It  may  be  said  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  work  through 
all  its  history,  that  its  members  have  been  migratory,  leaving  vacancies  in  the  ranks  of  those 
that  remained,  having  a  chilling,  disheartening  effect  upon  them. 

R.  Faneher  followed  Bryan  in  the  year  of  1869.  In  the  fidl  of  1872,  Mr.  Fancher  was 
appointed  again  to  this  work.  It  was  thought  that  another  man  was  better  calculated  to  advance 
the  work,  and  the  authorities  were  asked  to  remove  Mr.  Fancher,  and  that  A.  Foster  be  appointed 
in  his  place.  This  proved  an  unfortunate  choice,  as  moat  such  interferences  with  appointments 
are.  Foster  was  a  man  of  decided  ability,  which  rendered  the  situation  more  dangerous,  as  he 
unsettled  many  by  preaching  Adventist  doctrines.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  he  left  the  Metho- 
dists, and  went  to  preach  for  that  people,  leaving  the  work  in  an  unsettled  condition.  Under 
the  ministration  of^  Rev.  E.  Brace,  who  followed  Foster  in  the  year  1878,  the  cirenit  recorered 
somewhat  from  the  shock  it  had  received.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  Salem  and  Min- 
doro  were  united,  with  T.  J.  Lewis  as  Pastor.  He  lived  in  the  parsonaee  at  Mindoro,  where 
the  large  part  of  his  work  was  done  in  the  erection  of  the  Mindoro  Mediodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  monnmmit  that  reoMins  as  a  testimony  to  his  aotiWty  and  fidelity  in  the  cause  of^  the  church 
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and  «MM  of  Christ   Lewis  was  on  the  work  two  Tears  (1878-74.)   At  the  dose  of  his  pestor* 

ate,  Rev-  A.  L.  TuU  was  appointed  to  the  work,  residing  in  West  Salem.  He  un  lertook  and 
carried  on  successfully  the  improving  of  the  church  in  West  Salem.  At  the  end  of  the  ye  ir.  a 
debt  remained  on  the  church,  and  Rev.  D.  Clingman  was  sent,  who  took  the  church  debt  in 
hand,  which,  under  his  excellent  financial  management,  was  soon  extingoished,  leaving  a  ohnreh 
a  "  thing  of  beauty,"  and  we  hope  a  "joy  forever,"  free  from  debt. 

Rev.  Clingman  was  here  two  jears,  after  whom  Kev.  J.  £.  Webster  was  sent.  Mr.  Web- 
ater's  lalwrs  were  saeoessfal  in  making  several  additions  to  the  ohnreh;  but  not  enough  to 
oonnterbalance  for  the  loss  by  removal. 

During  the  year  1879,  the  work  enjoyed  the  fatherly  care  of  Rev.  £.  Yocum.  The  long 
and  hard  rides  necessary  to  fill  the  appointment  proved  more  than  Father  Tocum  could  stana. 
While  he  would  nearly  always  be  present,  it  was  with  difficulty  he  was  able  to  preach  ;  his  veiy 
presence  was  a  sermon  in  itself  and  the  holy  love,  Christian  spirit  that  followed  him  has  been 
greatly  enjoyed  by  his  successor,  the  present  Pastor,  Rev.  T.  L.  Hart. 

Oonffr»fatioHal  CftureA.— -A  Oongr^tionsI  Ohnroh  was  organised  in  the  town  of  "Bun, 
April  10,  1858,  of  fourteen  raemliers,  and  a  small  house  of  worship  was  built  in  July  of  that 
year.  On  the  building  of  the  railroad  and  location  of  the  station  of  West  Salem,  two  miles  dis- 
tant, another  Congregational  Church  was  formed  there  May  15,  1860,  with  ten  memlMn*  Ser. 
J.  C.  Sherwin  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  former,  and  also  with  Rev.  Edward  Brown,  of 
the  latter.    A  house  of  worship  had  been  built  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  society. 

In  June,  1865,  the  society  in  Barre,  having  increased  to  twenty  members,  was  consolidated 
with  the  organisation  at  West  Salem,  whidi  then  nvmbered  nineteen  members. 

The  church  was  administered  to  by  Revs.  Edward  Brown,  J.  C.  Sherwin  and  Eliaa  ClaHc, 
the  latter  of  whom  having  died  in  service.  Since  June,  18G7,  Rev.  Anson  Clark  has  guided 
the  spiritual  destinies  of  the  West  Salem  congregation,  and  for  most  of  the  time  as  its  PsMor. 

To  the  original  membership  of  ten,  there  have  been  added,  up  to  1880,  139  members, 
making  a  total  of  140.  Of  this  number,  there  were  dismissed  by  letter,  72;  by  death,  13; 
total,  85 — leaving  now  a  membership  of  149.  This  church  has  contributed  annually  to  Home 
Missions,  Forrign  Missions,  for  Freedmen,  Ghnroh  Bnilding,  Education,  Bible  and  Sunday* 
school  causes  for  more  than  ten  years  past,  averaging  nearly  $200  a  year.  Besides  its  home 
Sabbath  school,  members  of  the  church  are  engaged  in  work  in  four  mission  Sabbath  schools. 
The  society  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  though  for  the  past  few  years  emigration  to  die 
Western  States  has  drawn  largely  upon  its  forces. 

Bapttxt  Church. — The  La  Crosse  Valley  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  Barre,  July 
1864,  with  Elder  Card,  Moderator;  W.  W.  Eustick,  Secretary,  and  the  following  constituents: 
Joshua  Howe,  Deacon ;  Ezra  Odell,  R.  O.  Richards,  John  Hneson,  James  Allen,  Margaret 
Smith,  Martha  Richards,  Susun  Hueson.  October  31,  1857,  it  was  voted  to  di^jband  and  re- 
organize in  West  Salem.  The  following  persons  organized  the  West  Salem  society :  James 
Squires,  Eliza  Squires,  Joshua  Howe,  R.  A.  Riehards,  James  Allen,  John  N.,  George  H., 
Mary,  Matilda,  Sarah  and  Hannah  Jones,  H.  Hildreth,  Sarah  H.  and  John  Williams,  Mary 
Williams,  E.  Richards,  Caroline  Odell.  During  the  first  winter,  the  pulpit  was  8npplie<l  by 
Elder  Squires  and  James  Card.  April  11,  1858,  Elder  William  II.  Card  accepted  a  call  to 
the  pastorate,  and  in  1859  he  built  the  present  church  ediBoe,  at  a  cost  of  3li000.  This  society 
has  since  been  administered  to  bv  Rev.  James  Squires,  1863  to  1865 ;  Rev.  R.  F.  Parshall. 
1865  to  1870 ;  Rev.  J.  D.  Pulis,  January  1,  1870,  to  December,  1872 ;  Rev.  William  Banker, 
January  1,  1872,  to  December  6,  1874;  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  September,  1875,  to  March,  1877; 
one  year  supplied  by  Horace  Kutchin  ;  Rev.  John  Smith,  June,  1879,  to  September,  1880. 
The  pulpit  is  now  filled  by  R.  C.  Willett.  The  society  now  hss  a  membership  of  sevens- 
seven. 

Norwegian  Lutheran  Congregational. ohnreh  is  located  in  the  La  Crosse  Vallev, 
town  of  Hamilton,  near  West  Salem.  The  congregation  was  organized  October  14,  185G.  ll. 
A.  Stub,  from  Coon  Prairie,  was  Pastor  until  1861 ;  Prof.  L.  Larsen,  in  Half- Way  Creek,  1861, 
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lSfi2;  T.  B.  Frich,  1862-72.  W.  T.  L.  Frich  is  now  Pastor,  an.l  has  been  aince  1872.  Among 
the  tirst  members  were  Gunnerius  Simonsen,  Christian  Laraen,  Ouden  Evensen,  Tens  Mikkelsen. 

A  church  was  built  in  1876,  thne  mU«B  northwcBt  from  West  Salem,  costing  about  ^1,700. 
Seats  for  200.  In  1880,  there  wwe  lerentj  eommnnioaats,  ten  bapUsma,  torn  marriagea,  fire 
deaths. 

svcRR  soonrns. 

A.,  F.  J-  .1.  M.,  Salem  Lodge,  No.  12'i — Was  eetablishefl  under  dispensation,  and  first 
Communication  held  April  2^^,  I860.  The  first  officers  were  E.  B.  Baxter,  VV.  N.  ;  B.  S.  Bax- 
ter, S.  W. ;  X.  Palmer,  J.  W. ;  M.  Palmer,  Treasurer ;  A.  K.  Viets,  Secretary;  Mr.  Leroj, 
S.  D.;  J.  0.  Bean,  J.  D. ;  J.  Se^ar,  Tiler;  these,  iiidnding  John  Green  and  W.  H.  Stanley, 
formed  the  totnl  membership  of  the  Lodge.  Juno  13,  1860,  the  charter  was  received,  and  first 
meeting  under  it  held  July  2.  First  charter  officers  were  E.  B.  Baxter,  W.  M. ;  B.  S.  Baxter, 
8.  W. ;  X.  Palmer,  J.  W. ;  M.  Palmer,  Treasurer ;  A.  K.  Viets,  Secretary  ;  William  Ferrell, 
S.  D.  ;  F.  Clark,  J.  D. ;  E.  Walker  and  H.  Doty,  Stewards ;  William  Van  Waters,  Tiler. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Lodge  under  the  charter  the  following  persons  have  been  W.  M. : 
E.  B.  Baxter,  W.  H.  Stanley,  1862,  '63,  "64,  '66,  Gii,  '67  and  '68 ;  M.  S.  Gage,  1869 ;  A. 
J.  Phillipe,  1870  and  1871;  M.  8.  Gage,  1872;  L.  Osborne,  1878  and  '74;  Joseph  Moran, 
1875,  '76,  77  and  78;  M.  M.  Buttles,  1879;  M.  C.  Cronk,  1880;  Joseph  Moran,  1881. 
Thepresent  officers  are  Joseph  Moran,  W.  M. ;  M.  B.  Ladd,  S.  W. ;  A.  S.  Isham,  J.  W.  ;  I. 
0.  Heritage,  Treasurer ;  Y.  M.  Adams,  Secretary.  The  Lodse  now  numbers  sixty  members, 
aad  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  They  own  a  fewo-atoiy  buil£ng,  with  hall,  and  lot  on  Main 
street  and  moner  at  interest. 

J.  0.  0.  J.,  Mjfttic  Lodge^  No.  £64 — Was  oiganized  December  7,  1876,  with  the  following 
charter  membere:  iMnris  GilUfllllan,  Frank  Van  Vtuvn,  A.  K.  Vieti,  JS.  D.  Satterlee,  Gyms' 
Hibbard,  M.  C.  Cronk,  J.  W.  Stanton,  Simeon  Mahlum.  The  first  officers  were  A.  K.  Victs, 
N.  G. ;  M.  C.  Cronk,  Secretary.  In  January,  1877,  they  were  re*elected,  with  George  C. 
Chase  as  Per.  Secretary.  Since  then  the  following  have  held  the  office  of  N.  G. :  Cyras  Hib- 
bard, A.  K.  Viet-i,  Lewis  Gillifillian,  G.  W.  Huntley,  J.  M.  Gillifillian.  The  prraent  officers 
are  J.  M.  Gillifillian,  N.  G. ;  L.  P.  Gillifillian.  V.  G.  ;  Cyrus  Hibbard,  Secretary;  S.  Mah- 
lum, Treasurer.    The  Lodge  meets  weekly  in  Walker's  Hall,  and  has  a  membership  of  twenty. 

A.  0,  U.  W, — ^The  Aneient  Ordw  of  United  Workmen  is  eoamopolitan  in  its  eharaetOT, 
embracing  among  its  members  all  classes.  It  is  a  mutual  life  insurance.  By  paying  an  initia- 
tioD  fee  and  stat^  amounts  at  regular  intervals,  the  member  is  assured  of  a  weekly  sick  benefit, 
with  a  positire  gnarantee  of  92,000  to  ^  Wrs  and  aasigna  of  the  deoeaeed  member.  It 
officiates  at  the  bedside  of  a  sick  brotlier,  and  pledges  itself  to  the  natoal  encouragement  and 
snistance  of  a  brother  and  his  family  in  every  earthly  misfortune. 

West  Salem  Lodye^  No.  60 — Was  organized  April  5,  1879,  with  the  following  for  its  motto. 
Eternal  Truth,  Justice,  Honesty  and  Mutual  Aid.     The  charter  members  were  R.  Goodrich, 

A.  J.  Phillips,  A.  K.  Viets,  G.  W.  Huntley,  Edward  Ewert,  R.  A.  Dore,  F.  A.  Rubleo,  A.  W. 
Avers,  D.  Samuels,  J.  M.  Gillifillian,  B.  0.  Koe,  M.  C.  Cronk,  A.  C.  Vaughn,  C.  B.  Thrall, 
H.  W.  Davis,  8.  L.  Van  Btter,  J.  F.  HeElroy,  Albert  Miller,  I.  D.  Howe,  J.  M.  Jones,  H. 
E.  Taylor.  The  first  officers  were  R.  Goodrich,  P.  M.  W.;  A.  J.  Phillips,  M.  W.;  A.  K. 
Viets,  G.  F.;  A.  A.  Avers,  0.;  M.  C.  Cronk,  Recorder;  J.  M.  GillfiUinn,  Financier:  F.  A. 
Rublee,  Receiver;  R.  A.  Dore,  G.;  G.  W.  Huntley,  L  W.;  Ed  Ewert,  0.  W.  Since  the  or- 
ganization, the  following  have  held  the  office  of  P.  M.  W.:  R.  Goodrich,  A.  K.  Viets,  J.  M. 
Gillifillian,  Edward  Ewart.  The  present  officers  are  J.  M.  Gillifillian,  P.  M.  W.;  E.  Ewert, 
M.  W.;  F.  A.  Rublee,  G.  F.j  A.  K.  Viets,  0.;  A.  C.  Vaughn,  G.;  A.  J.  PhiUips,  Recorder; 

B.  Goodrich,  P.;  M.  G.  Cronk,  BeoeiTer;  A.  Townaend,  I.  W.;  C.  Anderson,  0.  W.  This 
•oeiety  now  numbers  twenty-eevea  memben  in  good  standing.  The  lodge  meets  lluirsday 
evening  of  each  week . 

Son*  of  Temperance. —  We»t  Salem  Divmon,  No.  Was  organized  Feb.  6,  1875,  with 
tbsMbwing  eharter  memben :   B.  H.  Hanley,  Oeoige  0.  Ghaa^  8.  £.  Van  Etter,  W.  R.  Wells, 


Digitized  by  Google 


702 


HISTOBT  OF  LACB0S8B  COUKTT. 


0.  L.  Elwell,  S.  L.  Hall,  E.  B.  Newton,  II.  McClintock.  WiUiBtn  Wood.  William  Benton,  Dan 
Bacon.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Wood,  Mrs.  I.  L.  Standish,  Mi^^  J.  Tnlton.  C.  N.  Hawley  and  F.  K.  Spar- 
ling.   The  lodge  has  progressed  successfallj,  and  enjoja  a  large  membership. 

OFFICIAL  RKCORD. 

Hamilton  was  brought  under  town  government  with  the  euphonioua  title  of  Neshoooc  This 
name  is  of  Indian  origin,  and  in  that  language  indicates  the  territory  bounded  by  the  town  lines. 
It  was  Hug>;;estcd  by  Monroe  Palmer,  who  adapted  it  from  the  Indian  description  Nupe-Waaaaii- 
Ncshonoc-Rau.  The  original  town  of  Neshonoc  embraced,  besides  thirty-six  sections  of  the  pres> 
ent  town,  all  of  that  territory  subsequently  set  off  and  organ izcil  with  the  town  of  Burns.  Tbtt 
first  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1853,  at  which  time  the  town  was  organwed 
by  the  appointment  of  E.  F.  Edwards,  Chairman;  Lorenzo  Hicks,  James  McEldowney,  Inspec- 
tors, and  L.  A.  Viets  and  Liberty  Cooli^ge,  Clerks  of  Election.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted 
to  raise  $100  for  contingent  expeaeee ;  (HOO  Ibr  eebool  purposes ;  and  **  tiiat  A«  Snperrison 
raise  7  mills  on  the  dollur  of  the  ta.xable  property  for  road  purposes."  At  this  meeting,  the  fnl- 
lowtnjC  officers  were  elected :  Monroe  Palmer,  Chairman ;  J.  C.  Bean,  James  McEldownej,  P. 
C.  Cnlbert,  Sapervisors;  P.  0.  Gilbert,  Olerk;  L.  A.  Viets,  Assessor;  Andrew  IfsKdownej, 
Treasurer  ;  William  Van  Zandt*  Stiliool  Snperintendent ;  George  Loomis,  John  Oddl,  L.  A. 
Viets,  Monroe  Palmer,  Lucius  Aloody.  Joseph  Scafe,  William  H.  Bingham,  Constables.  In  the 
spring  of  1854,  the  town  of  Burns  was  organized  and  set  off  from  Neshonoc,  leaving  with  the  lat- 
ter but  thirty-six  sections.  In  1866,  through  the  efforts  of  Hon.  J.  W.  Raney,  then  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  this  district,  an  act  was  passed  consolidating  the  towns  of  Neshonoc  and 
Barre.  The  consolidation  was  effected,  and  the  new  town,  which  contained  then  seventy-two 
seetiona,  at  the  suggestion  of  Matt  Simraenson,  was  called  Hamilton.  The  first  election  of  the 
town  of  Hamilton  was  held  April  2,  1867.  In  1874,  twenty-one  sections  of  the  southern  part 
of  the  town  was  set  off  by  the  County  Board  of  Commissioners  and  organized  into  the  present 
town  of  Barre. 

The  following  is  a  complete  roster  of  the  town  officers  since  the  first  organization  : 

1853 —  Monroe  Palmer,  Chairman  ;  J.  C.  Bean,  James  McEldowney,  P.  C  Gilbert,  Super* 
Tisors;  P.  0.  Gilbert,  Cleric;  Andrew  MeBldowney,  Treasurer;  L.  A.  Viets,  Assessor. 

1854 —  P.  C.  Gilbert,  Chairman;  G.  E.  Loomis,  W.  H.  Bingham,  Sarperrison;  L. 
Coolidge,  Clerk  ;  L.  A.  Viets,  Treasurer ;  Thomas  Morrill,  Assessor. 

1855 —  Walter  Brown,  Chairman;  William  Van  Waters,  J.  II.  Odell,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
Harvey  Brown;  Treasurer.  Thomas  Morrill;  Assessor,  J.  A.  Jones. 

185G — V.  M.  A(lam.s,  (^hairman  ;  James  McEldowney,  C.  C.  Ellwell,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
H.  Brown;  Treasurer,  James  Ullsaver;  Assessor,  Hugh  McClintock. 

lsr>7-^y.  M.  Adams,  Chairman;  J.  H.  Odell,  William  Gage,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  A.  J. 
Bush;  Trea.surcr,  James  Ullsaver;  Assessor,  Thomas  Morrill. 

1858 — James  Squire,  Chairman ;  C.  Larson,  C.  C.  Elwell,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  L.  W. 
Randall ;  Treasurer,  James  McEldowney ;  Aseeesor,  J.  H.  Odell. 

1850— V.  M.  Adams,  Chairman ;  C.  C.  Elwell,  G.  Simmenson,  Snpervisors;  Cleik,  L. 
W.  Randall ;  Treasurer,  W.  R.  Young ;  Assessor,  Thomas  Morrill. 

1860 —  A.  Andrews,  Chairman ;  G.  Simmemson,  Thomas  Morrill,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  S. 
B.  McKinley  ;  Treasurer,  L.  W.  Randall ;  AssesSOT,  Thomas  Morrill. 

1861 —  Walter  Brain.  Chairniiui  ;  G.  Simmenson,  N.  T.  Holmes.  Supervisors;  ClOTk,  M. 
L.  Tourtelotte;  Treasurer,  Wiliiam  II.  Taylor;  Assessor,  Samuel  Dunlap. 

1862 —  Walter  Brown,  Chairman;  N.  T.  Holmes,  G.  Simmenson,  Snpervisors;  Cleric,  J. 
W.  Randall  ;  Trea.9urer,  Monroe  Palmer  ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1863 —  Walter  Brown,  Chairman  ;  N.  T.  Holmes,  G.  Simmenson,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  J. 
P.  Jaekson;  Treasurer,  Monroe  Palmer;  Assessor,  Thomas  Morrill. 

1^64 — William  ^'nn  Waters,  Chairman;  G.  Simmenson.  N.  T.  Holmes.  Supervisors; 
Clerk,  J.  P.  Jackson;  Treasurer,  M.  Palmer;  Assessors,  William  McClintock,  S.  Dunlap, 
Thomas  Morrill. 
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1865— WUIbm  Vm  Waters,  Chairmtn ;  Q.  SimmeoMik,  JamM  MeBldowney,  Sapenrisora ; 

Clerk,  F.  V.  Casting ;  Treasurer,  Monroe  Palmer ;  Aawnora,  A.  D.  Loomis,  Thomas  Morrill. 

1866 —  William  Van  Waters,  Chairman;  Thomas  Morrill,  Ohris  LanoD,  Saperviflon; 
Clerk,  F.  V.  Casting;  Treasurer,  8.  Dunlap;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1867 —  W.  Van  Zandt,  Chairman ;  A.  D.  Loomis,  E.  11.  Roberts,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  F. 
tV:' Casting;  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Stanley;  Assessors,  William  L.  Dudley,  Samuel  Dunlap. 

Id68--William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman;  N.  D.  Loomis,  0.  Uatvorson,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
H.  B.  Beardsley  (resigned),  T.  W.  Stiles  (rei^igned),  A.  J.  Phillips;  TnMorer,  Edward 
Hayes ;  Assessors,  Samuel  Dunlap,  W.  P.  Leete. 

1869 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman;  Even  Roberts,  Ole KDudeson,  Supervisors ;  Clerk, 
A.  J.  Philips ;  Treasurer,  Daniel  Shell ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1870 —  C.  G.  Palmer,  Chairman  ;  G.  Simcnson,  Fred  Sprain,  Snperviaors;  Cleric,  A.  J. 
Philips ;  Treasurer,  C.  E.  Adams ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1871 —  William  Van  Waters,  Chairman;  Q.  Simenson,  V.  Weimau,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
A.  J.  Philipt ;  Trsasvrer,  G.  E.  Adams ;  Amnutj  8.  Dnnlap. 

1872 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman  ;  Ole  Knudeson,  V.  Weimau,  Snparnsors;  Clerk,  A. 
J.  PhiUpe;  Treasurer,  Evan  Johnson;  Assessor,  J.  W.  Kaney. 

18*8— -William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman ;  Ole  Knudeson,  D.  Sandman,  Supervisors ;  Clerk, 
George  Leete ;  Treasurer,  Evan  Johnson ;  Assessor,  Samuel  Dunlap. 

1874 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman  .  William  P,  Leete,  Ole  Knudeson,  Superrisors ; 
Clerk,  G.  H.  Leete ;  Treasurer,  C.  E.  Adams ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1875 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman ;  Ole  Knudeson,  F.  B.  Smith,  Supervisors ;  Clerk, 
R.  Goodrich;  Treasurer,  F.  W.  Stiles;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

187t> — F.  B.  Smith,  Chairman ;  Ole  Knudeson,  S.  R.  McKinley,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  R. 
Ooodrich ;  Treunrsr,  I.  L.  Oreen ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1877 —  F.  B.  Smith,  Chairman;  T.  Dudley,  John  Torgerson,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  Rdd 
Ooodrich :  Treasurer,  John  L.  Green  :  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1878 —  F.  B.  Smith,  Chairman  ;  John  Torgerson,  Timothy  Dudley,  Supervisors  ;  Clerk, 
R.  Goodrich  ;  Treasurer,  Simeon  Mahlnm ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

1879 —  F.  B.  Smith,  '"'hairman  ;  John  Torgerson.  Timothy  Dudley.  Supervisors;  Cleik, 
H.  Goodrich ;  Treasurer,  Simeon  Mahlum ;  Assessor,  V.  M.  Adams. 

1880—  - F.  B.  Smith,  Chairman ;  John  Torgerson,  Timothy  Dudley,  Supervisors ;  Clerk, 
Reid  Goodrich  ;  Treasurer,  Simeon  Mahlum  ;  Assessor,  S.  Dunlap. 

18S1— F.  B.  Smith,  Chairman;  John  Torper^Jon,  T.  Dudley,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  B. 
Goodrich  ;  Treasurer,  Simeon  Mahlum  ;  /Vssessor,  Samuel  Dunlap. 

TOWN  OP  HOLLAND. 

This  town  occupies  the  northwestern  portion  of  La  Crosse  County,  and  is  very  irregularly 

surveyed.  It  originally  constituted  a  portion  of  the  towns  of  Onalaska  uinl  Hamilton,  but  the 
Hoard  of  Supervisors  of  La  Crosse  Coimtv.  at  their  moetini^  of  Xovernber  l->.  1S,")7,  formed  a 
new  town,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  ol  iioUand,  as  follows :  The  whole  of  Fractional  Town- 
ship No.  18  north,  Range  No.  8  west,  east  and  south  of  Black  River,  and  the  tvo  north  tiers  of 
-f'Ctions  in  Township  No.  17  north,  of  Ranfic  No.  8  west,  except  the  south  half  of  Section  No. 
^  and  Sections  Nos.  6  and  7  of  Township  No.  17  north,  of  Range  No.  7  west.  In  18t)8,  how- 
ever, the  town  of  Jaekson,  whidi  had  also  been  het  off  as  a  separate  town  on  the  ISth  of  Novem- 
ber,  1857,  was  divided,  and  the  three  western  tiers  of  seotiotis,  together  with  Seotion.s  4.  5  and 
fifrom  the  town  of  Onalaska,  were  ^iven  to  the  town  of  Ilollatid.  The  following  is  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  town  of  Holland,  as  made  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  this  time,  April  18,  1868 : 
The  whole  of  Fractional  Township  No.  18  north,  of  Range  No.  3  west,  east  and  south  of  the 
Black  River  and  the  two  north  tiers  of  sections  in  Township  No.  IT  north,  of  Rancjc  No.  8 
w^t,  except  the  south  half  of  Section  No.  9  and  Sections  Nos.  6  and  7,  Township  No.  17 
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north,  of  Range  No.  7  west,  together  with  such  portions  of  Sections  4,  5  and  6  ae  lie  in  the  town 
heretofore  known  m  the  town  of  Jackson,  and  Sections  Noe.  7,  8,  9,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  28, 
29,  80, 81,  82  nnd  88  of  Township  No.  18  north,  of  Range  Ko.  7  west. 

FIRST  SBTTLBR. 

In  1850,  one  Gordon  and  fhmilj  emigr  ited  from  die  State  Maine  into  La  Oroase  CoQn^» 
and  pnrohased  about  100  acres  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Holland. 

on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  Black  River.  Here  he  erected  for  himself  a  log  cabin,  and  devoted 
a  part  of  his  time  in  tilling  the  soil,  which  he  had  purchased,  and  the  remainder  of  hi^  time  was 

rt  in  logging."  He  laid  ont  a  village  site  on  this  land,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
J,  but  the  town  itself  ha.s  never  been  built  up.  He  also  established  a  ferry  across  the  Black 
River,  which  he  conducted  for  a  number  of  jrears,  and  which  was  discontinued  at  the  tiote  of  hi& 
deadi,  which  oeeorred  in  1875.  His  widow,  the  firsi  pioneer  woman  in  the  town  of  Hottand,  is 
•tiU  living,  and  has  the  total  supervision  of  the  little  farni.  t!ie  foundation  of  which  was  hud  hf 
the  whole-souled  pioneer,  noted  for  his  steadfastness,  integrity  of  principle  and  pioneer  per- 
severance, who  lived,  wrought  and  triumphed,  but  has  long  since  crossed  the  mystic  river  ot 
death.  Among  those  immediately  following  the  iirrival  of  Mr.  Gordon,  was  Burr  Johnson,  who 
arrived  and  settled  in  tho  town  of  Holland  the  following  year,  1851,  and  is  still  a  highly  re- 
spected and  prominent  citizen.  Among  those  of  1852  was  Ole  0.  Black,  who  emigrated  firom 
Norway  to  Dane  Oountj  in  1850.  Here  he  worked  in  a  mill  for  two  years,  when  ne  and  his 
family,  in  July,  1852,  came  to  La  Crosse  County  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Holland,  on  Sec- 
tion 24,  Township  18,  Range  8  west,  and  is  still  conducting  the  same  farm.  The  cosy  little 
cottage  and  large  burn,  together  with  the  waving  fields  of  grain,  give  ainplo  evidence  of  the  suc- 
oess  with  which  he  has  met  since  his  advent  as  a  piuneer  settler,  thirty  years  ago.  Ole  HokeD- 
son  also  arrived  daring  the  year  1852,  and  settled  on  Section  81,  Township  18,  Bmagt  7 
west. 

Fehmary  26,  1858,  Oepke  Bonnema,  together  with  a  few  other  persons,  emigrated  from 

the  old  world,  coming  })y  way  of  New  Orleans,  and  up  the  Mississippi  to  La  Crosse,  where  they 
arrived  in  the  following  July.  Two  of  these  families  went  from  here  into  Minnesota,  and  Mr. 
Bonnema,  together  with  Sjoerd  Tyalsma  and  John  Stienstre,  who  had  emigrated  with  him,  went 
further  up  from  La  Crosse  into  the  present  town  of  Holland,  where  he  parohased  a  section  ef 
land  on  Section  IT  and  18,  Township  17,  Rnnt'o  ^  west.  This  was  tilled  for  a  number  of  year* 
by  Tyalsma  and  Stienstre,  when  Mr.  Tyalsiua  rented  a  piece  of  land  and  conducted  farming  for 
himself,  and  Mr.  Stlens^  parohased  a  famb  on  Section  85,  Township  17,  Range  8  west,  sad 
for  a  number  of  years  successfully  carried  on  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  until  old  ai^e,  incapaci- 
tating him  for  labor,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  rent  his  farm,  and  he  now  lives  in  the 
village  of  New  Amsterdam,  which  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  Bonnema  on  the  land  which  he  had  par- 
chased  soon  after  his  advent  into  the  county. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Ronncma  built  tho  first  store  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Holland: 
and,  for  a  number  of  years,  supplied  the  subsequent  pioneers  with  their  necessary  groceries.  In 
1855,  a  post  office  was  estehliahed,  with  Bonnema  as  Postmaator.  He  alsot  at  this  thne,  ssted 
as  mail  carrier  on  the  route  which  was  established  from  here  to  La  Trosse,  makintr  two  trips  a 
week.  Soon  afterward,  a  mail  route  was  established  to  Galesville,  and  New  Amsterdam 
obtained  their  mail  from  the  carriers  on  this  route,  which  existed  antil  aboat  five  years  sgOi 
when  a  new  route  was  made  from  Midway  to  Amstordam,  ainco  which  time  tho  mail  has  bi«a 
obtained  in  that  manner. 

Mr.  Bonnema  was  succeeded  in  the  postmastership  by  David  Neeham,  who  held  the  office 
for  three  years,  and  was  Mlowed  by  D.  M.  Doenstre,  and  he  in  torn  by  Mrs.  Emma  M3itr, 
who  held  the  office  until  her  death,  in  1880,  when  her  nephew,  Benjamin  Miller,  became  ihs 
Postmaster,  In  1856,  Mr.  Bonnema  gave  an  acre  of  land,  on  whioli  the  first  schoolhouM  it 
the  township  was  hnilt,  in  1857,  and  m»  fint  teacher  waa  Mrs.  David  Noodham,  who  taqg^t  ia 
the  sammer  of  that  year.   In  1856,  Stephen  Woodward  boiU  a  small  frame  boOding  ftr  Mr. 
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Bonnema,  whieh  was  intmded  for  a  tavern.  This,  when  finialied,  wm  first  kept  by  Henry  de 
Soer  for  two  or  three  years,  when  Robert  Price  ran  it  for  two  years,  and  was  followed  hy  Mr. 
NattletoD,  since  which  time  it  was  kept  by  diflferent  ones  until  1868,  when  Mr.  Bonnema  moved 
it  from  near  the  bank  of  the  doaeh,  where  it  was  boilt,  aboat  fortj  rods  northward,  where  he 
kept  it  himself  until  1H79,  since  wTiich  time  it  has  been  used  by  him  merely  as  a  private  dwelling. 
In  1857,  Mr.  Bonnema  erected  a  saw-mill  o-.i  the  bank  of  a  branch  of  the  Black  River,  having 
a  capacity  of  aboot  ten  thousand  feet  per  day.  This  mill  he  ran  until  1868,  when  it  was  shut 
down,  and  the  machinery  and  apparatus  has  been  sold  to  different  parties. 

Among  the  settlers  of  1854,  we  find  the  names  of  Thomas  Munson,  who  settled  on  Sectioix 
29,  Township  18,  Range  7  west ;  and  Andrew  Olson,  who  emigrated  from  Norway,  and  settledl 
Ausust  7, 1854,  on  Section  24,  Township  18,  Range  8  west,  in  what  was  sabseqnently  the  tesrn. 
of  Jackson;  but  now  included  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Holland. 

The  first  death  in  the  town  was  probably  that  of  Henry  Rienks,  a  German,  who,  having; 
died,  was  buried  in  a  little  grove  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  a  few  rods  north  of  the  town  of  New- 
Amsterdam. 

The  first  white  children  born  in  the  town  were  a  pair  of  twins — Carl  and  Johanna— Iwmr 
in  August,  1852,  a  son  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Black.  Carl  is  still  living ;  but . 
Johanna  is  dead. 

The  building  of  the  first  church  was  begun  in  1873,  and  finished  in  1879.  Previous  ta< 
this,  ministers  had  come  from  La  Crosse,  and  held  their  services  in  the  schoolhouse. 

The  western  pot6on  of  the  town  of  Holland  is  somewhat  cut  up  and  broken  by  the  Black' 
and  MLssissippi  Rivers.  This  consists  principally  of  low  nuirsh  land,  some  parts  of  which  are 
well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  grass  As  we  recodi>  from  the  river,  we  come  upon  »n  open, 
sandy  prairie,  some  three  miles  in  width,  which,  as  n  farming  country,  has  proven  unreliable. 
At  the  eastern  side  of  this  prairie  extends  a  range  of  bluffs  northward  and  southward,  and  al- 
though they  are  not  accessible  in  the  matter  of  agriculture,  afibrd  excellent  facilities  for  pastur- 
age. Creasing  over  these  blnflh  at  various  places,  and  we  find  ourselves  in  beautiful  and  fertile 
valleys  for  "ooolies,"  as  they  are  cnlled  by  their  inhabitants),  whicli  bear  evidence  of  the  prog- 
ress that  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  settlement  and  agriculture  within  the  last  thirty  years, 
ainoe  thoee  energetic  old  pioneers,  buoyant  with  the  hope  of  snccess,  demonstrated  to  the  world 
the  adaptability  of  the  soil  in  this  section  of  the  countiy,  to  the  agricultural  interests. 

OPPIOIAL. 

The  first  town  meeting  for  the  town  of  Holland  was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April, 

1H5H.  at  the  schoolhouse,  near  the  village  of  New  Amsterdam,  but  the  writer  was  unable  to  find 
any  records  of  the  ollicers  previous  to  18UG.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  from  lH6t> 
to  date: 

1800 — Ole  0.  Black,  Chairman  ;  Henry  de  TJoer,  Leonard  Groman,  Supervisors;  Peter 
I'lunges,  Town  Clerk  (resigned  and  John  Van  Loon  elected  in  his  place) ;  Oepke  Boiltteniay 
Treasurer;  Fred  Gilbeitson,  Com  Plom^sina,  Adam  Gartner,  Assessors;  John  Shankland* 
John  Hoff,  Neils  Larson,  Justices  (tf  the  Peace;  P.  J.  Hosher,  Theodore  Comean,  David  Notter,. 
Constables;  H.  Kass,  Sealer. 

1867 —  Ole  0.  Black,  Chairman  ;  Henry  de  Boer,  Ole  Peterson,  Supervisors  ;  John  Van 
Loon,  Clerk ;  Oepke  Bonnema.  Treasurer ;  Adam  Gartner,  Isaac  Martin,  Peter  Hardy,  Assess- 
ors ;  Suel  Briggs,  James  0.  Russell,  Daniel  Clark,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Peter  Hanson,  John 
McCammon,  Constables  ;  Henry  Kass,  Sealer. 

1868 —  Ole  0.  HIack,  Chairman;  Henry  de  Boer,  Christopher  Bolstad,  Supervisors ;  John 
Van  Loon,  Clerk;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer;  Adam  Gartner,  Andrew  Olson,  Assessors; 
Elgah  Jackson,  Bernard  McCue,  Daniel  Smith,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Daniel  Clark,  Ralph 
Mosher,  Christopher  Ohristopherson,  Constables ;  Henry  Kass,  Sealer. 

1869 —  Suel  Briggs,  Chairman  ;  Andrew  Olson,  Nejer  Kestcrhouse,  Supervisors  :  John 
Van  Loon,  Clerk ;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer ;  Suel  Briggs,  James  Mosher,  David  Needham, 
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Chris  C.  Belated,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Adam  Gartner,  Assessor;  William  Brown.  Orrio 
JohiiMm«  TfaomM  RmkI,  Constablei;  Hftitin  Selieiik,  Scaler. 

1870 —  Sue!  Brigns,  Chairman;  Andrew  Olson,  James  A.  Mosher,  Supervisors ;  John  Van 
Loon,  Clerk ;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer ;  John  Van  Loon,  David  Needham,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  Adam  Gartner,  Assessor;  William  Blase,  Calvin  Rand,  Peter  B.  Herdy,  Constalilss; 

Daniel  Clark,  Sealer. 

1871 —  Suel  Briggs,  Chairman;  Andrew  Olson,  James  A.  Mosher,  Supervisors;  John  Van 
Loon,  Clerk;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer;  Sael  Briggs,  James  A.  Mosher,  Peter  B.  Ilardj, 
Chris  C.  Bolstad,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Adam  Gartner,  Aasessor;  Thomas  B.  Rand;  Willtui 
Dougherty,  Isaac  Clark,  Constables;  William  Brown,  Sealer. 

1872 —  Suel  Briggs,  Chairman;  James  A.  Mosher,  Alfred  Gaarder,  Supervisors;  John 
Van  Loon,  Clerk ;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treunrer ;  Flred^ok  Brown,  Chris  0.  Bolatnd,  Jmtieii 
of  the  Peace  ;  Adam  Gartner,  AsMSflor;  Adam  Gartner,  Peter  Laraon,  Thomae  B.  Band,  Coe- 
stables ;  Martin  Sclienk,  Sealer. 

1873 —  Suel  Briggs,  Chairman  ;  Alfred  Gaarder,  Henry  de  Boer,  Supervisors ;  Ole  0. 
Black,  Clerk  ;  Andrew  Olson,  Treasurer  ;  Suel  Briggs,  Joseph  Woodward,  Daniel  Clark,  Cleve- 
land Custley,  Justices  of  the  Pe:uu".  D.  K.  Gordon,  Assessor;  OharlcB  Olson,  U.  0.  Bam, 
William  Dougherty,  Constables;  Joseph  Gaul,  Sealer. 

1874~8uel  Briggs,  Chairman;  Alfred  Gaarder,  John  Rand,  Sapervisors;  Thomas  B. 
Rand,  Clerk ;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer ;  James  A.  Mosher,  Chris  C.  Bolstad,  Justices  of 
the  Peace;  D.  K.  Gordon,  AsMseor;  William  Uil^ard,  Ole  W.  Johnson,  Isaac  Clark,  CooMs- 
bles. 

1875 — Suel  Briggs.  Chairman;  Ole  Peterson,  Albert  A.  Johnson,  Supervisors;  Thomas 
B.  Rand,  Clerk;  Oepke  Honnenia,  Treasuier;  Suel  Briggs,  Xei!^>  Larson,  Ju-stices  of  the 
Peace ;  D.  K.  Gordon,  Assessor ;  Wallace  Smith,  Ed  Poulson,  George  Travis,  Constables. 

•1876 — Sael  Briggs,  Chairman;  Albert  A.  Johnson,  Chris  G.  Bolstad,  Supervison; 
Thomas  B.  Rand,  Clerk;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer;  0.  A.  Ljolander.  Chris  C.  Bolstad, 
James  A.  Mother.  Justices  of  the  Peace;  A.  Van  Loon,  Aseeeser ;  William  Dale,  £d  Poolson, 
Ralph  Mother,  Constables. 

1877 —  D.  Sandman,  Chairman ;  Henry  Kass,  Wallace  Smith,  Supervisors  ;  John  Costlj, 
Clerk;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer;  Suel  Briggs,  Daniel  11.  (lordon.  .Justices  of  the  Peace; 
Albert  Van  Loon,  Assessor;  Paul  Van  Loon,  Louis  Stienatra,  William  Dale,  Constables. 

1878 —  D.  Sandman,  Chairman;  Henry  Kasa,  Wallace  Smith,  Supervisors;  John  CoMly, 
Clerk  ;  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer  ;  Peter  Ljolander,  B.  Meilder,  John  Ostrander,  Justices  of 
the  Peace :  Albert  Van  Loan,  Assessor ;  Martin  Schenk,  P.  Van  Loon,  L.  Ltienstra,  Coosu* 
hies. 

1S7!* — D.  Sandman,  Chairman;  Frank  Sacia,  D.  Wcedliam,  Supervisors:  John  Costly, 
Clerk:  Oepke  Bonnema,  Treasurer:  John  Costly,  James  Mosher,  Suel  Brigtrs.  Chris  C.  Bol- 
stad, Justices  of  the  Peace ;  Adolph  Spengler,  Assessor ;  P.  Van  Loon,  William  Uilliard,  Ole 
Halter,  C<H»tables. 

1880 —  D.  Sandman,  Chairman  ;  Frank  Sacia,  John  Ostrander,  Supervisors  ;  A.  0.  Rhea, 
Clerk  ;  C.  Christiansen,  Treasurer ;  Suel  Briggs,  Albert  Van  Loon,  H.  Miller,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  Thomas  Johnson,  Assessor;  Albert  Johnson,  Jr.,  William  Dougherty,  G.  Travis,  Pet« 
Fiers,  Louis  Ltienstra,  Cons^tablcs. 

1881 —  D.  Sandman,  Chairman  ;  Frank  Sacia.  John  Ostrander,  Supervifor:* :  A.  O.  Fihes, 
Clerk  ;  C.  A.  Ljolander,  Treasurer;  II.  V.  Sacia,  A.  0.  lihea,  James  Mosher,  Justices  of  the 
Peace ;  Thomas  Johnson,  Assessor ;  Daniel  Morrow,  S.  Westerhoasei  Peter  Fiers,  WiUisn 
Doagher^,  Harry  Mulder,  Constables. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  BARBB. 

This  town  comprise!  tw«nty-one  seetimit  of  rich  agrienltanl  land  fiimiliarly  known  m  ibe 

*'  Bostwick  Valley."  The  general  surface  of  tlie  town  is  brokon,  rinrl  in  sotne  parts  so  rough  as 
to  be  imprftcticabie  for  fimniDg  parposes.  It  is  well  watered  bj^  nameroas  springs  and  small  trib- 
vtuiM,  •OBio  oC  which  fi>nn  powtr  for  milling  purposes. 

KARI-Y  SETTLEMENT. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Barre  was  made  May  7,  1850,  by 
MftTtin  Bostwiok  and  two  sons,  Jerooie  and  John,  natives  of  Vermont.   On  their  arrival  Uiey 

plowed  a  furrow  around  several  miles  of  land,  and  laid  claim  to  the  whole  valley,  hence  the  name 
Bostwick  Valley."  Their  fond  hopes  to  become  the  sole  owners  of  this  locality  were  soon  dis- 
•oWed,  howerer,  when  other  enterprising  husbandmen  followed  and  entered  portions  of  the  Ttlley 
at  the  land  office  in  Mineral  Point.  These  latter  cluims  stood  the  test,  and  periuiment  settlements 
were  made.  Mr.  Bostwick  and  sons  finally  entore*i,  and  afterward  improved  and  cultlTatod  the 
farms  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Conrad  Miller  and  Fred  Sprain  respectively. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1850,  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  BostwicKS,  Hugh  Hogan, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  made  his  appearance  in  the  Bostwick  Valley,  and  selecting  a  favorable  site, 
soon  after  went  to  Mineral  Point  and  entered  200  acres  of  his  present  farm  on  Section  26.  In 
the  following  spring  (1851),  he  returned  to  the  valley  with  his  family  from  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  where  he  had  lemporarilv  resided.  Mr.  Hogan  built  a  ^^mnll  shaiifv  with  sotne  hnnber  he 
brought  from  La  Crosse,  and,  later  in  the  season,  he  constructed  a  small  log  house  which  afforded 
ooforortable  shelter  during  the  severe  winter  of  1851.  Daring  the  summer  of  1860,  Nels  Net- 
.'^on  and  Peter  Nelson  located  small  farms  on  Section  26,  made  some  improvements,  remained  a 
few  years,  then  left  for  parts  unknown.  Others  may  have  come  this  season  to  remain  but  a  short 
time,  when  they  took  their  departure  for  other  fields,  and  leaving  no  marks  to  guide  the  historian 
in  search  of  their  name^^,  and  deeds  accomplished. 

In  June,  1852,  Paul  Tollefson  and  family  settled  on  Section  83,  where  he  built  a  small 
cabin  and  cultivste<l  a  small  farm.  He  was  followed  in  the  same  summer  by  John  Ualvorson, 
who  settled  near  the  mill,  and  Mr.  Standish,  who  made  the  first  steps  toward  the  improvement 
of  the  "  Rhode  farm  :  "  TTalstin  Nelson  also  came  this  year,  and  Halvor  Halvorson  and  SOns^Ole 
and  Halvor,  located  a  farm  on  Section  29,  Larson  Kundeson  settled  on  Section  28. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  Fred  Sprain,  accompanied  by  Herman  Sander  and  Deitrich  Sand- 
nuui,  on  a  tnur  of  prospecting,  were  fascinated  with  the  beauty  of  the  Bostwick  Valley,  and 
determined  to  make  it  their  future  home.  April  14,  1853,  was  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  the 
valley.  Messrs.  Sanders  and  Sandman  loeated  elaims  on  Sections  27  and  28  respectivelj,  but 
Mr.  Sprain  returned  to  Milwaukee  for  his  family,  leaving  Bostwick  Valley  April  20,  and 
making  the  distance  on  foot  iu  six  days  and  a  quarter.  In  the  fall  of  1853,  he  returned,  arriv* 
ing  in  the  valley  October  7.  Among  others,  who  same  this  year  may  be  mentioned  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Patrick,  who  located  the  farm  which  two  years  after  they  sold  to  John  Miller,  the 
present  owner;  Royal  Rublee,  Mr.  Gitting  and  son  Charles,  William  Purdy,  L.  Grigg,  Isaac 
Carl,  John  Gallagher,  Fred  Nuttleraan.  The  following  ye ir,  Johnson  and  Benjamin  Howe, 
Thomas  Irwin,  made  their  appearance  in  the  town  of  uarre,  and  cultivated  small  farms  and 
remained  but  a  few  years.  John  Miller  also  came  nhowt  this  time  and  pnrcliased  the  improve- 
ments made  by  Monroe  and  Patrick  ;  also  Henry  Reutz,  Mr.  Lambert,  Frederick  Beta  and  Carl 
Focht  located  here  and  formed  the  nucleus  to  a  prosperous  German  settlement 

From  1  !*■").")  to  1S(]0,  the  population  of  the  ^own  was  swelled  by  immigration  to  siirh  an 
extent  as  to  bar  the  possibility  of  recording  their  names  and  locations  from  the  uncertain  sources 
at  command  of  the  seeker  after  ihets  in  this  connection.  True,  fertile  Bostwick  Vall^  was  not 
long  destined  to  remain  in  an  incipient  state  of  cultivation  ;  as  the  population  increased,  farms 
were  enlarged  by  the  additions  to  the  cultivated  area,  and  its  inhabitants  were  remunerated  by 
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large  and  proBtable  crops.  Tmprovernents  have  kept  pace  with  the  times,  elegant  and  commodi- 
ous residences  have  taken  the  places  of  the  rude  and  hastily-constructed  log  cabins  of  thin/ 
jwn  ago :  beautiful  and  artistic  lawns  ornamented  with  their  wealth  of  verdare ;  tastefally 
arranged  walks  and  drives  shaded  with  majestic  trees,  and  a  general  air  of  prnsperity  and  com- 
fort which  pervades  the  coafines  of  this  town,  all  speak  to  the  rising  generations  of  the  heroism, 
steedftstnew  and  |»ioneer  perseverance  of  their  aaeeeton  of  thirty  years  ago,  who  paved  the 
way  for  these  achievements  and  fatare  prosperity,  thus  rendering  the  Bostwiek  Vsilej  one  of 
the  leading  towns  in  the  eountrj.  • 

The  eitiiens  of  this  town  in  an  early  day  were  not  slow  in  providing  for  their  children  the 

roeans  for  a  common-school  education,  which  accomplishment  was  denied  many  of  themselves. 
■Consequently,  schools  were  establishecl  soon  after  the  early  settlement  of  the  valley,  and  these 
being  increased  in  number  as  the  increasing  population  demanded,  have  given  to  the  t'-wn  i)f 
Banre  an  educational  precedence  to  be  envied  by  many  of  the  larger  towns.  There  are  now  m 
the  town  four  schoolhouses,  with  accommodations  for  27o  scholars.  There  are  2>^3  children  of 
school  age  in  the  town — 144  male,  and  139  female — requiring  the  services  of  five  teachers,  who 
receive  average  salaries  of  982  for  male,  and  $22  tor  female.  During  the  year  eadii^  Aunst 
1880,  there  ha.s  been  received  for  school  purposes,  9l»383.50,  and  paid  out  91,037.98.  The 
school  property  is  now  valued  at  9^,150. 

i^JIi  nCIIK?  ASD  fjOCIKTIES. 

Among  the  first  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  preach  in  the  present  town  of  F^nrre  were  Rev. 
Stub,  a  Norwegian  from  Coon  Prairie,  who  visited  here  as  early  as  1852,  and  held  meetiags  \n 
the  log  cabins  of  the  scattering  settlers,  preaching  both  in  German  and  Norwegian.  In  18^,  a 
Gorman  Methodist  preacher,  named  Rev.  Keukhahn,  made  his  appearance  in  the  t^twn.  an  l  for 
one  year  guided  the  spiritual  destinies  of  his  followers  in  this  locality.  The  first  Lutheran 
preacher  was  liev.  Fochtman,  of  La  Crosse,  who  held  meetings  here  occasionally. 

The  German  Lutluran  Church. — Was  organized  in  1864,  with  but  the  families  of  Fred 
Sprain,  Henry  Rhodes,  John  Botz,  Louis  Miller,  Fred  Nuttleman  and  <'onrad  Miller.  The 
first  meetings  were  held  in  the  i^chooihouse  on  Section  2ti,  until  1870,  when  the  church  edifice 
was  erected.  The  first  meeting  in  the  new  churdi  was  held  on  Christmas  Day,  1870.  The 
church  property,  includiiig  the  Pastor's  residence,  cost  $2.*'i00,  Rev.  William  Ilasse organiipd 
the  sodel^  and  remained  as  Pastor  seven  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  Uev.  Henry  Da^aede, 
who  remained  four  and  a  half  years.  He  was  followed  by  the  present  Ftotor,  Rev.  Peter  Lang. 
This  society  now  has  100  members  in  good  standing.  The  trustees  of  the  church  are  AogOSt 
Miller,  Fred  Sprain,  Conrad  Miller,  William  Nuttleman,  Henry  Broket  and  William  Wiers. 

Among  the  first  births  in  the  town  was  that  of  Marv  Ann  iMUi&on,  who  was  born  in  Aagusl, 
1852. 

Among  the  first  marriages  in  the  town  was  Ole  Halvorpon,  who  wa«i  marriod  in  1858;  alio, 
D.  Sandman  and  Margaret  Sprain,  same  year,  and  John  Bostwiek  and  Polly  Carl. 

.MILLS. 

In  1H.")H,  a  Mr.  Harker,  from  New  York,  built  the  first  mill  in  the  town.  This  was  located 
on  Section  29,  on  Bostwiek  Valley  Creek.  Here  a  dam  was  built  with  a  ten-foot  Call,  and  two 
run  of  stone  placed  in  the  mill.  He  was  succeeded  shortW  after  by  a  lawyer  from  La  Crosse, 
named  Handerson,  who  ran  the  mill  two  years.  Brown  &  Van  Ness  then  took  charge  of  the 
mill  and  ran  it  three  years,  when  John  Craig  took  charge  of  the  mill  property  and  continuetl 
the  business  ten  years.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  proprietorship  by  Valentine  Weirner,  who,  at 
the  ezpiratioii  of  torn  years,  sold  out  to  William  Run,  the  present  owner.  This  mill  now  his 
an  extensive  custom  trade,  and  the  quality  of  flour  manufactured  is  No.  1. 

Wagon  Shop. — In  1864,  Charles  Miller  started  a  wagon-shop  on  Section  16,  and  ood- 
tinned  tiie  wagon  manofactaring  and  repairing  bnaiaesa  two  years,  when  8.  Tiemey  rsnlsd  It 
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«atfl  1876.  At  this  date,  Renry  Uuxabal  became  the  owner.  In  1876,  also,  Mr.  Uuzshal 
podMMed  the  bladtHBith-dhop  eataUfabed  in  1864  by  Henry  Lang,  and  sinew  u«i  Mr.  Has- 
sbal  has  ooatinued  this  in  connection  with  his  wagon-shop.  He  employs  three  blaeksmiths  and 
two  wagon -makort  to  CMxry  on  the  mMm&otaring  of  wagons  and  repeiring  of  all  kinds  of  farm- 
ing itaplementa.  i 

POST  OFFIOB. 

The  first  post  office  iu  the  town  of  Barre  was  established  in  1853,  and  John  Ilalvorson 
appointed  first  Postraa.ster.  The  office  has  been  continued  since,  and  the  following  persona  have 
been  recipients  of  Executive  favor  in  this  respect:  Valentine  Weimer,  William  Kunger  and 
Benry  Huxbal,  the  present  incuroboit.  This  office  is  now  located  im  Section  16,  and  known 
wa  the  Boetwick  Valley  Post  Office. 

The  Barre  Freidenker  Society — Was  organized  in  1869,  with  sixteen  charter  members, 
«nd  the  following  officers :  D.  Sandman,  President ;  H.  Sander,  Seoretaiy ;  Fred  Ihlo,  Treas- 
urer. For  three  years,  meetings  were  held  in  the  schoolhouse.  on  Section  26,  every  two  weeks. 
Id  1872,  the  society  built  their  present  brick  hall,  at  a  cost  of  $800.  This  organi/.ation  has 
now  twenty -eight  membcr8,  with  the  following  officers :  F.  Ilempker,  President ;  Louis  Sander, 
Secretary  ;  Charles  Brandt,  Treasurer.    Its  motto  is  free  religion. 

Official  Record. — Tlic»  original  town  of  B.irre,  besides  its  present  territory,  embraced  fifteen 
sections  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  present  town  of  Hamilton,  and  all  of  the  original  town  of 
Bangor,  which  Uien  inelnded  Washington.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  1858,  in  the  log 
cabin  of  a  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  located  on  Section  15,  on  the  farm  ni  w  nwiifd  and  occupied  by 
Hon.  J.  W.  Raney.  At  this  meeting,  John  Meldrum  was  elected  Chainnun,  and  Jerome  Bost- 
wick.  Clerk.  Unfortunately,  the  original  town  records  have  been  destroyed,  thus  precluding 
the  possibility  of  presenting  as  complete  a  town  record  as  would  be  desirable.  In  1856,  the 
town  of  Bangor  wa.i^  set  off,  thereby  leaving  but  thirty-six  sections  in  the  town  of  Barre.  In 
1867,  the  towns  of  Barre  and  Neshonoc  were  consolidated  by  act  of  Legislature,  and  called 
Hamilton.  Barly  in  1874,  the  Board  of  Oonnty  Oommissioners  set  off  twenty<one  sections  of 
the  .Honthem  part  of  Hamilton,  and  the  new  town  of  Barre  was  orgruiized.  Tlie  first  town  meet- 
ing was  bdd  April  7,  1874,  and  ninety-four  votes  cast.  At  this  meeting,  9^50  was  voted  for 
expenses  the  ensuing  year ;  tl50  for  incidentals,  and  $200  for  roads  and  mdgei. 

The  fallowing  is  a  list  of  the  town  oflicers  for  each  year  since  the  new  organization  : 

1874 —  Joseph  Moran.  Cliairman;  D.  Sandman,  Ole  Halvoraon,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  0.  S. 
Barlow ;  Treasurer,  William  Kunger ;  Assessor,  R.  T.  Roberts. 

1875—  R.  T.  Roberts,  Chairman;  D.  Sandman,  T.  McEIwrith,  Sitpervison;  Clerk,  0.  S. 
Barlow  ;  Treasurer,  William  Hunger ;  Assessor.  Peter  S.  Sparling. 

1876 —  R.  T.  Roberts,  Chairman;  T.  McEIwrith,  Fred  Sprain,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  0.  S. 
Barlow ;  Treasnrer,  William  Ranger ;  Assessor,  P.  S.  Sparling. 

1877 —  Joseph  Moran,  Chairman  ;  August  Miller,  Fred  Sprain,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  Alex- 
ander Moran;  Treasurer,  William  Runger ;  Assessor,  Ole  Halvorson. 

1878 —  R.  T.  Roberts,  Chairman;  Paul  Tollefson,  August  Miller,  Supervi3t>r8 ;  Clerk, 
Theodore  Tollefson  ;  Treasurer,  W.  Runger  ;  Assessor,  Ole  Halvorson. 

1879—  R.  T.  Roberts,  Chairman  ;  H.  E.  Miller.  Paul  Tollefson,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  Fred 
Nnttteman ;  Treasurer,  William  Hunger ;  Assessor,  Ule  Halvorson. 

1880—  R.  T.  Roberts,  Chairman ;  Fred  Sprain,  Ole  Halvorson,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  Fred 
jNattleman ;  Treasurer,  William  Runger ;  Assessor,  August  Miller. 

1881 —  James  Moran,  Chairman;  Henry  Essmilleer,  David  Samuels,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
Fred  Nuttlemau ;  Treasurer,  William  Runger;  Assessor,  Ole  Halvorson. 
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THE  TOWN  OF  BURNS. 

This  is  one  of  the  prominent  towns  in  die  ceamtj^  uad  ranks  among  the  leading  localities 
for  agricultural  purposes.  The  town  is  irregularly  surveyed,  but  naturally  divided  into  three 
distinct  valleys — Adams',  Burnham  and  Bis  Creek.  These  valleys  are  fertile  and  productive, 
being  well  watered  by  nameroos  springs,  ereeits  and  sdmII  ti^taries.  Intervening  between  the 
valleys  are  high  bluffs,  which  are,  in  many  localities,  not  susceptible  of  cultivation*  ItiaeMi- 
mated  that  at  least  one-third  of  the  town  is  too  rough  for.agricaltural  purposes. 

SARLT  SETTLBHRMT. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  present  town  of  Burns  was  made  April  23,  1851,  by  B.  F.  Col- 
burn,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  made  a  claim  of  160  acres  on  Section  20.  This  year  be 
broke  five  aeree  of  land,  and  pat  in  a  crop  of  com  and  potatoee.  The  following  spring  he  planted 
four  acres  of  wheat,  realising  uienlromtweii^-fivebiuheli,  the  threshing  being  done  by  oxen  walk> 

ing  on  the  straw. 

In  1851,  John  Green  also  located  a  farm  on  Section  18,  a  portion  of  the  original  claim  of 
Mr.  Golhurn.  Later  in  the  spring,  a  Mr.  Burnham  made  hie  appearance  in  the  present  town  of 
Bums,  and  located  in  the  valley  which  has  since  borne  his  name.  L.  A.  Viets  and  family  came 
to  Burns  in  the  fall  of  1851,  locating  on  Section  32.  Here  Mr.  Viets  built  a  small  cabin,  and 
the  same  bll  broke  five  acres  of  land.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  he  put  in  his  first  crop,  eom,  poisr 
toes  and  beans.  The  following  year  Mr.  Viets  raised  eight  acres  of  small  grain,  which  yielded 
twenty-five  bushels  to  the  acre.  Falliman  Farr  and  family  accompanied  Mr.  Viets  from  Dodge 
County,  Wis.,  to  Bums,  and  settled  un  aame  section.  Messrs.  Viets  and  Farr  had  twen^4«0 
head  of  cattle,  but  owing  to  a  lack  of  shelter  and  food  during  tlie  first  winter,  seven  died.  The 
following  sprint^  hay  was  purchased  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  river,  for  ^8  per  ton,  and  trans- 
ported by  means  of  canoes,  manufactured  for  the  purpose,  from  huge  pine  logs,  then  found  in 
the  vicinity. 

In  1R5'2.  Abel  Washburn  located  a  claim  on  Section  34,  and  V.  R.  Dunham  on  Section  22, 
0.  H.  P.  Crane  on  Section  24,  John  C.  Bean  on  Section  28,  Mr.  Stone  on  Section  lt>,  Mr.  Hicks, 
Jabez  White  and  Andrew  Sherbin,  all  settled  in  Bumham  Valley.  With  the  advent  of  1858, 
land  speculators  swarmed  the  country  and  entered  nearly  all  the  vacant  land  in  the  La  Crosse 
Valley,  including  that  of  tlie  town  of  Burns,  and  as  a  consequence  the  settlers  coming  in  the  fill' 
lowing  years  were  obliged  to  purchase  their  claims  at  an  increased  price. 

Daring  1858,  the  Adams  Valley  reemved  aoeessions  to  its  population  in  the  arrival  widua 
its  precincts  of  V.  M.  Adams  and  brother,  H.  D.  Adams,  in  honor  of  whom  the  valley  was  named. 
They  came  from  Beaver  Dam,  Dodge  Co.,  Wis.,  arriving  here  in  May  ;  they  purchased  a  quar- 
ter-section of  land  on  Section  19,  and  that  spring  broke  20  acres.  Moses  Clark  accompanied 
the  Adamses  and  located  on  Section  80  ;  Rodney  Tower  settled  here  in  1853,  on  Section  33. 

In  1854.  Miles  Scjife  located  on  Section  15;  John  lira<lley,  present  location  ;  James  and 
William  GiHittllian,  on  a  farm  located  the  year  previous  by  V.  M.  Adams,  who  had  removed  to 
Neshonoe;  H.  L.  Van  Wormer  and  Mr.  Harrington,  settled  on  Sec^n  80;  Ira  Coleman,  E.  B. 
Richardson,  .lames  Robinson  and  u  number  of  others,  the  date  of  whose  arrival  oonld  not  be  de- 
termined, settled  in  different  parts  of  the  now  populous  town. 

During  the  years  1854-o6-56,  large  accessions  were  made  to  the  popnlation,  and  the  ftitile 
valleys  of  Burns  were  soon  made  "  to  blossom  as  the  rose." 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  voters  at  the  first  town  meeting  held  April  4,  1854; 
0.  H.  P.  Crane,  Byron  A.  Viets,  Miles  Scafe,  Jo.seph  Scafe,  J.  C.  Bean,  E.  B.  Richardson, 
Lorenso  Hicks,  V.  R.  Dunham,  Chester  Frost,  dames  Cook,  Daniel  Hicks,  Leroy  Rowen,  Asns 
Harrington,  E.  R.  Adams,  John  Green,  S.  R.  Wyant,  Joseph  Hull,  L.  A.  Vieta,  Amaziah  Stone. 
Hsndd  Hanson,  H.  M.  Hanson,  W.  U.  Dunham,  B.  F.  Colburn.  Wesley  Hunter,  Nelson  Gil- 
bert, Andrew  Brsdley,  Elijah  Bowen,  Wairen  Wilcox,  Moees  Herriok,  Bnoeh  Fufcs,  H.  D. 
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Adaios,  Philemon  Farr,  Rodney  Tower,  V.  If.  AiamM,  Aaron  Fntt  and  Abel  Waihbura,  nil  of 

whoiD  were  then  reaidents  of  the  town. 

During  the  yenr  1855,  immigmtion  to  the  La  Croose  Valley  was  1ai^,  and  that  the  town  of 

Barns  was  not  slighted  will  be  readily  ^een  from  the  following  official  poll  list  of  that  year:  S. 
Hurlbut,  S.  Williams,  John  Green.  J.  Tritton,  S.  Carrington,  Thomas  Jones,  R.  Tower,  William 
Van  Zandt,  Henrv  Moore,  L-  Pratt,  J.  Grosae,  0.  L.  Britton,  Edward  Tritton,  E.  Dake,  T. 
Dvteher,  J.  Gillififlian,  C.  Frost,  D.  B.  Tall,  W.  Hunter.  WUlian  Gillifillian,  A.  Harrington, 
E  Aflams.  H.  D.  Adams,  B.  F.  Colburn.  L.  Bowen,  H.  Boyington.  J.  Cook,  M.  Cronk,  M.  M. 
BatUea,  E.  Parks,  S.  Colemao,  Byron  Viets,  Lorenzo  Hicks,  Aaron  Frost,  E.  B.  Richardson, 
0.  H.  P.  Crane,  M.  Seafe,  J.  Soafe,  J.  0.  Bean,  L.  A.  Viets,  A.  Stone,  V.  R  Danhan,  M. 
Herrick,  George  Williams,  J.  Coleman. 

On  the  official  poll-list  of  185f),  is  registered  the  following  named  residents  of  the  town  of 
Burns:  0.  U.  P.  Crane,  V.  R.  Dunham,  E.  M.  Phillips,  J.  Robinson.  G.  H.  Jones,  M.  P. 
Caldwell.  H.  M.  Hanson,  Harold  Hanson,  Joseph  Scafa,  H.  D.  Adams,  E.  Sorthout,  Lorenzo 
H  iks.  R.  F.  Miller,  Horace  Waahburne,  James  Rathbone,  G.  W.  Sorthout,  J.  II.  Hatch,  W. 
W.  Hunter,  D.  Grosse,  A.  Bradley,  J.  Rathbone,  J.  T.  Hanson,  Jacob  Lee,  Lewis  Pratt,  Moses 
Heiriek,  M.  M.  Bottles,  Enoch  nurks,  M.  C.  Gronk,  Ira  Coleman,  William  Streeton,  M.  Lam- 
pher,  Thomas  Jones,  John  F.  Wilbur,  Joshua  Tritton,  John  Harr,  Daniel  Hicks,  Jabez  White. 
Amtziah  Stone,  L.  R.  Bowen,  L.  A.  Viets,  A.  B.  Parks.  A.  Fuller.  Charles  Armington,  Ed- 
ward Feak,  Spencer  Hurlbut,  Newcorae  Gray.  Samuel  W^illiams,  S.  Hurlbut,  George  Parks,  V. 
Rynn,  Milee  Scafa,  William  Gilliiillian.  A.  Adams,  Chester  Frost,  George  W.  Williams,  A. 
Harrington.  P.  Farr,  A.  Wiishburne,  D.  B  Tall.  John  Lee,  A.  Andrews,  Edward  Tritton,  B. 
F.  Colburn,  O.  L.  Britton,  F.  £.  Adams,  James  Cook,  S.  Redding.  George  Leavitt,  John  Brad- 
kj,  H.  L.  Van  Wormer,  F.  Bnrgett,  R.'  Tower,  Thomas  Dnteher,  J.  C.  Lncas,  James  Secley, 
J.  M.  Brooks,  Alonzo  Jones,  E.  B.  Richardson,  Anson  Jones  and  James  GilHfillian. 

In  1857,  eighty-two  voters  were  registered:  in  1858,  ninety-one;  1859,  one  hundred  and 
tbtrty- three,  and  in  I860,  one  hundred  and  iorty-tbree. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  in  the  present  town  of  Burns  was  taught  in  a  deserted  log  cabin  on  Section 
19,  in  1858.  The  first  teacher  was  Mary  Viets,  who  had  seventeen  scholars,  children  of  the 
Few  settlers  in  the  town  at  that  time.  The  following  year,  Jabez  Coleman  taught  a  school  in 
Rurnham  Valley,  and  continued  for  three  winters.  From  this  time  on  schools  were  built  and 
teachers  provided,  as  the  fast  increasing  population  demanded,  and  which  being  cherished  and 
«ued  Ibr,  haa  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  school  system  whidi  places  Bums  in  a  position,  ed- 
acationnlly,  to  be  envied  by  other  towns  of  less  enterprise.  There  are  now  in  the  town  nine 
schoolhoosee  and  420  children  of  school  age — 218  male,  and  202  female.  These  require  the 
mnriees  of  nine  teachers,  whose  wages  average,  for  males,  $24 ;  'emales,  $18.20.  During  the 
vear  ending  August  81,  1880,  there  was  reedved  for  school  purposes,  11,657.29,  and  paid 
11,454.40. 

The  first  religious  services  in  the  town  were  held  in  the  log  schoolhousc,  on  Section  29, 
R«r.  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  La  Crosse,  in  1858.  He  visited  this  town  subsequently  nt  different  in- 
terval!!, and  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Angel,  of  Lewis  Valley,  who  preached  here  for  three  years, 
during  1858,  1859  and  1860.  In  1858,  the  Methodist  Church  was  built,  and  a  congregation 
(Wipniied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  Presiding  Elder  of  this  district,  then  residing  at  Sparta. 

POST  OFFICE. 

The  first  post  office  in  this  town  was  established  in  1854,  and  L.  A.  Viets  appointed  first 
Postmaster.  This  office  was  located  on  Section  82,  and  known  as  Bums  Post  Cffioe.  In  1857, 
Mr.  Viets  was  .succeeded  by  Moses  Dustan.  which  he  held  until  18G5.  when  John  Wilbur  was 
appointed.  He  removed  the  office  to  Burnham  Valley,  and,  two  years  thereafter,  it  was  disoon* 
tmied. 
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Rockland  Post  Office  wa3  established  at  the  railroad  station  of  Rockland,  on  Section  3t>,  in 
1875,  widi  John  Campboll,  tlie  pnioiit  itteamlwnt,  aa  fint  Poftmastwr. 

MII.I.S. 

The  first  mill  in  the  town  was  built  on  Big  Creek,  in  1855,  by  Enos  Phillips.  This  was 
a  saw-raill,  and  continued  as  aaeh  about  Ml  years.  The  mill  property  eventually  ftU  into  the 
bands  of  WiUiatns  &  Jones,  who  reconatniDted  the  dam  and  built  the  present  Big  Creek  Floor- 
ing Mill.  After  the  expiration  of  two  years,  Mr.  Jones  sold  out  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Williams, 
who  operated  the  mill  alone  until  iHTtJ,  when  he  was  acciilentallv  killed  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  about  the  mill.  Mrs.  Williama  then  lold  the  property  to  William  Davis,  who  ran  it 
until  1H78.  when  E.  M.  Roberts  became  a  partner.  In  1880»  Mr.  Roberts  bought  oat  Mr. 
Davis,  and  has  since  continued  the  mill  alone. 

CHBB8B  FACTORY. 

In  1874.  a  Mr.  Hanton  established  in  Burnham  Valley  what  has  since  been  known  a?  xhe 
Burnbam  Valley  Cheese  Factory.  Here  he  continued  the  manufacture  of  cheese  until  1B7&, 
when  the  property  was  sold  to  the  *'  Burnham  Valley  Cheese  Factory  Asaoeiation,"  organiied 
and  chartered  January  21, 1878.  The  officers  of  this  association  are  J.  M.  Shridon,  Pkesident; 
Theodore  Schmitz,  Secretary  ;  Daniel  Shane.  Business  Manager. 

This  institution  has  now  a  capacity  of  3,600  pounds  of  milk  per  day.  During  the  lut 
season  of  six  months,  21,000  ponnds  of  cheese  were  mannfiu»tared»  and  oommanded  the  highest 

market  price.  The  business  of  this  institution,  under  the  management  of  Daniel  Shane  inOf SMBI 
from  year  to  year,  and  gives  promise  of  a  successful  future. 

OFFICIAL  BBOORD. 

Bums  was  brought  under  town  government  as  a  part  of  Neehonoc  in  1853.  Neehonoe  thea 
embraced  seventy-two  sections  the  size  of  two  Government  townships.  In  1854,  thirty-MZ  sae* 
tions  of  the  eastern  part  of  Neshonoc  were  set  off,  organized  into  a  town  and  named  after  Lt 
Crosse  County's  distinguished  Lieutenant  Governor,  Timothy  Burns.  The  following  is  th<  act  of 
the  County  Commissioners  :  "  Be  it  enacted  that  the  portion  of  Neshonoc  containeil  in  T  iwnsbip 
7,  Range  5,  of  the  original  survey,  be  and  is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  town  to  be  called  Bams; 
and  the  first  town  meeting  to  be  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1854,  at  the  hoose  of  J.  G.  B«aa 
in  said  town."  Forthwith  the  first  meeting  was  held  April  4,  1854,  and  Rodney  Tower  chosen 
Chairman  ;  Lorenzo  Hicks,  Chester  Frost,  Inspectors ;  and  V.  M.  Adams,  Clerk  of  Election. 
At  this  meetinff  thirtv-six  votes  were  registered,  and  $90  voted  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  eo- 
suing  year.  Thn  following  ia  a  oomplete  list  of  the  town  offieers  from  the  organisation  of  As 
town  to  the  present  time  : 

1854 —  ^L.  A.  Viete,  Chairman  ;  O.  U.  P.  Crane,  J.  C.  Bean,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  Rodne; 
Tower ;  Treasurer,  H.  M.  Hanson, ;  Assessor,  B.  B.  Ridiardson. 

1855—  William  Vun  Zandt,  Chairman;  0.  L.  Britton,  B.  F.  Golbum,  Supervisors;  Cbrfc, 
L.  A.  Viets, ;  Treasurer,  L.  K.  Bowen  ;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1856 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman  ;  0.  L.  Britton,  James  Gillifillian,  Supervisors ; 
Clerk,  £.  Tritton  ;  Treasurer.  H.  M.  Hansom  ;  Assessor,  L.  R.  Bowen. 

1857 —  L.  R.  Bowen,  DiHirman ;  0.  L.  Britton,  James  Gillifillian,  Supenrisors;  Cleik,K. 
Tritton ;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brooks ;  Assessor,  L.  R.  Bowen. 

1858— E.  B.  Richardson,  ChalraBn;  H.  D.  Adams,  O.  L.  Britton,  Supervisors;  Ckfk. 
L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brodkt;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1859 —  ^E.  B.  Richardson,  Chairman;  J.  Gillifillian,  J.  Brandon,  Superriaora;  Clerk, J. S. 
Norton ;  fl^reasnrer,  J.  M.  Brooks ;  Assessor,  L.  R.  Bowen. 

1860—  Ira  Hurlbut,  Ohaimun;  J.  Oillifilliaa,  Ira  Coleman,  Snpenriaors;  CleA,  LA. 
Viet*.  * 
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1861—  - >E.  6.  Richardson,  Chairman ;  John  Bradley,  Ira  Coleman,  Supervisora ;  Clerk,  C. 
"W.  Fletcher;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brooks;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1862 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman ;  E.  D.  Jones,  William  GillifiUian,  Saperrisors ; 
Clerk,  M.  J.  Bump ;  Treasurer,  M.  A.  Dustin ;  Assessor,  Albert  Cram. 

1863 —  L.  R.  Bowen,  Ohumiftn ;  V.  R.  DquImmb,  Andrew  Bradley,  SupervisorB ;  Clerk, 
L.  M.  Hawa^;  Treasurer,  M.  A.  Dustin;  Assessor,  E.  H.  Richardson. 

1864 —  William  Van  Zandt,  Chairman  ;  William  (iilliSUian,  B.  F.  Colbarn,  Supervisors ; 
'Clerk,  L.  A.  Viete:  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brooks:  Assessor,  James  Oillifillian. 

1865 —  K.  B.  Richardson.  Chairman;  A.J.Phillips,  L.  B.  Bowen,  Sapervisors;  Olerk, 
1*.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Hrooks :  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1866 —  £.  B.  Richardson,  Chairman ;  L.  R.  Bowen,  Daniel  Shane,  Supervisors ;  Clerk. 
L.  A.  Viets ;  Treeeorer,  J.  Leavitt ;  Aseessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1867 —  E.  B.  Richardson,  Chairman:  L.  R.  Bowen,  Daniel  Shane,  Sapenrison;  Clerk, 
L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  C.  F.  Armington;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Yteta. 

•  1868— W.  D.  Medbury,  Chairman;  Edward  Tritton,  B.  L.  Viets,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  L. 
A.  Viets;  Treasurer.  C.  F.  Armington;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

186<«— E.  H.  Richardson,  Chairman  ;  W.  D.  Medbury,  S.  GillifilUan,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brooks:  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets.  • 

1870—  E.  B.  Richardson,  Chairman;  Ira  Hnrlbat,  James  Sheldon,  Snpervisors;  Clerk, 
L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Brooks;  Assessor.  L.  A.  Viets. 

1871 —  L.  R.  Bowen,  Chairman;  John  Harr,  John  Fox,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  L.  A.  Viets; 
Treasorer,  J.  M.  Brooks ;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1872—  Diuiiel  Shane,  Chairman;  James  Gillifillian,  Ira  Hubbard,  Supetrisors;  Olerk,  L. 
.\.  Viets;  Treasurer,  (ieorge  Robinson:  Assessor.  W.  D.  Medbury. 

1873 —  Daniel  Shane,  Chairman ;  Theodore  Schtnitz,  John  Bradley,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  G.  Robinson;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

187 1 — L  H.  Bowen,  Chairman  ;  W.  Sawyer.  J.  II.  Gilli611ian,  John  Bradley,  Sttperrisois; 
Clerk,  L.  A.  Viets ;  Treasurer,  George  Robinson ;  Assessor,  L.  A.  V^icts. 

1875— L.  R.  Bowen,  Ohatrman ;  W.  Sawyer,  J.  H.  Oillifillian,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  L.  A. 
Viets;  Treasurer,  G.  W.  Robinson;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1876 —  Daniel  Shane,  Chairman;  John  Harr,  Ira  Hurlbut,  Saperrisors;  Clerk,  L.  A. 
Vit'ts:  Treasurer,  Oscar  Bowen;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1877 —  Dani^  Shane,  Chairman;  A.  R.  Ben/ie,  J.  H.  GillifiUian,  Snpervtson;  Clerk,  L. 
A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  E  A.  Viets;  Assessor.      A.  Viefs. 

1878 —  Daniel  iShane,  Chairman;  T.  Schmitz,  J.  U.  Gillifillian,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  L.  A. 
Viets ;  Treasurer,  W.  E.  Hewett ;  Assessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1879 —  William  E.  Hewitt,  Chairman;  G.  W.  Robin.son,  Theodore  Schmits,  Saperrisors; 
Clerk,  L.  A.  Viets;  Treasurer,  Richard  /Mtimus:  .'Vssessor,  L.  A.  Viets. 

1880 —  G.  W.  Robinson,  Chairman;  Alvin  Fulton,  A.  H.  Casterline,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
L.  A.  Viets;  Trea.>;urer,  R.  Altimus ;  Assessor,  Dauul  Slume. 

1881 —  G.  VV.  Robinson.  Chairman:  Alvin  Fulton,  Ira  Hurlbut,  Supervisors;  Cleric, 
Daniel  Shane;  Treasurer,  Richard  Altimus;  Assessor,  Theodore  Schmitz. 

TOWN  OF  ONALASKA. 

Previous  to  the  first  permanent  settlement  in  this  town,  loggers  and  lumbermen  frequently 
Isnded  in  this  place,  and  favilt  for  themselves  hats  and  small  houses  to  live  in  daring  their  short 
3tay  here,  but  no  permanent  settlenu  nt  was  made  until  1851,  when  William  C.  Rowe  purchased 
of  John  M.  Levy,  of  La  Crosse,  a  building  already  framed  and  ready  for  erection,  moved  it  up 
Bhek  River,  landed  it  and  wreoted  it  where  the  little  village  of  Onalaska  now  is,  and  kept  it  m 
a  tavern  to  accommodate  Blsiek  River  lutuhermcn.  Soon  afterward,  a  number  of  other  persons 
settled  at  this  place,  but  their  names  have  been  forgotten  in  the  rush  of  events.   This  soon 
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became  a  town,  containing  a  large  number  of  inhabitaDts,  who  erected  saw-mills,  stores,  cburcfaea, 
sehoollioaMS,  efee.,  and  in  1872  was  inoorpormtad  as  a  village,  bat  the  charter  has  nnee  bee* 
glvm  up. 

Id  1868,  a  very  fine  frame  church  was  built  the  Methodist  deoomioatioD,  costing  not 
lets  than  |4,(M)0.   The  present  sehoolhoiise  was  erected  !n  1870,  to  saeeeed  a  sehoolhonse  diat 

WIS  burned  the  year  previous,  on  its  site,  to  the  roar  of  tlio  present  church. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  township  of  Onaluska  is  the  small  town  of  Midway  Station,  con- 
taining a  blackamith-shop,  smull  frame  hotel,  a  store,  and  an  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  about 
10,000  bushels,  erected — and  now  owned  by  J.  B.  Ganterbory.  of  La  Croeae. 

Tlie  village  of  Onalaska  now  contains  a  population  of  abf)Ut  300.  supporting  one  church,  s 
schoolhouse,  post  office,  etc.,  and  is  a  prosperous  statioa  on  the  North- Western  road,  five  mile» 
from  the  oit^  of  La  Crosse,  which  wa»  completed  in  1870. 

tiOCIETIKS. 

QmUatka  Lodge,  A.,  F.  ^  A.  M. — Was  instituted  January  11,  1881,  by  M.  L.  Youog, 
nnder  a  dispensation  erbnted  Deoember  12, 1880.    The  charter  was  granted  bj  the  Omd 

Lodge,  in  session  at  Milwaukee,  June  14,  1881.  The  chartered  members  were  Alexander 
Moran,  James  C.  Moore,  Frank  Pooler.  C.  H.  Nichols.  J.  H.  North,  J.  G.  Moore,  J.  M.  Pierce, 

F.  I.  Phelps,  E.  Gleason.  George  E.  Hawkins,  A.  Beach  and  M.  G.  Moore. 

The  first  and  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Alexander  Moran,  W.  M. ;  James  C.  Moore. 
S.  W. ;  Frank  Pooler,  J.  W. :  C.  H.  Nichols,  Treasurer;  J.  E.  North.  Secretary;  J.  G. 
Moore,  S.  D. ;  J.  M.  Pierce,  J.  D.  \  F.  I.  Phelps,  Tiler.  The  order  now  numbers  twenty-two 
members.  Their  meetings  have  always  been  held  in  the  hell  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  bat  they  are  now  preparing  a  hall  of  their  own. 

OnaloMka  Lodge,  No.  '^'>J,  I.  0.  0.  /'.—Was  instituted  February  12,  1876,  by  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  Theodore  Rodolf.  The  charter  members  were  John  E.  Dalton,  C  H. 
Nichols,  Frank  Pooler,  J.  E.  North,  Ole  Jenson,  Henry  Luthc  and  Fred  Hill. 

The  first  officers  were  f  ohn  £.  Dalton,  N.  O. ;  Franlc  Pooler,  V.  O.;  J.  S.  North,  Sec- 
retary ;  C.  H.  Nichols,  Treasurer. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  its  officers,  from  oi^nitation  to  date:  July,  1876,  to  Jannsiy, 
1877— Frank  Pooler,  N.  G.;  J.  E.  North,  V.  G. :  George  H.  Dalton,  Secretary;  C  H. 
Nichols.  Treasurer.  January  to  July,  1877 — Frank  Pooler,  N.  G.;  J.  E.  North,  V.  G.; 
George  H.  Dalton,  Secretary;  C.  H.  Nichols,  Treasurer.  July,  1877,  to  January,  1878— J. 
E.  North,  N.  6.;  George  H.  Dalton.  V.  G. ;  J.  S.  Nichols.  Secretary;  Frank  Fooler.  Treas- 
urer. January  to  July.  1H78 — George  H.  Dalton,  N.  G.  ;  J.S.Nichols.  V.  G. ;  James  G. 
Moore,  Secretaiw:  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer.   July,  1878,  to  January,  1879 — J.  S.  Nichols.  N. 

G.  ;  James  (?.  Moore,  V.  G. ;  J.  E.  North,  Secretary;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer.  Januarv  t» 
July,  1870 — James  G.  Moore,  N.  G. :  C.  S.  Storkwdl.  V.  G. ;  J.  E.  North,  Secretary:  Frmk 
Pooler,  Treasurer.  July,  1879,  to  January,  l^^O— U.  8.  Stockwell,  N.  0.;  Georue  Pooler, 
V.  G. ;  James  G.  Moore,  Secretary ;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer.  January  to  July,  1880— Oeoige 
Pooler,  N.  G. ;  Walter  Atkinson,  V.  G. ;  J.  S.  Nichols,  Secretary;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer. 
July,  1880,  to  January,  1  SHl —Walter  Atkinson,  N.  G, ;  John  Gould,  V.  G. ;  C.  S.  Stock- 
well,  Secretary ;  James  G.  Moore,  Treasurer. 

CHURCHES. 

Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. — A  Norwegian  Lutheran  consrention  was  organized 
Half  Way  Greek,"  town  of  Onalaska,  Ootafber  14,  1856,  by  Ret.  H.  A.  Stub,  of  Coon  PrHfia 

Vernon  Co.,  Wis.  He  remained  as  Pastor  until  1861,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  L.  Lar- 
son, who  had  the  pastoral  care  of  the  conprefration  during  lHr)]_B2.  and  was  followed  by  Rer. 
J.  B.  Frich,  who  remained  until  1872,  when  Rev,  W.  L.  Fncli  assumed  the  pastoral  datiea 
Among  the  first  members  of  the  congregation  were  Ole  0.  Black,  Burr  Johnsim,  Halfor  Kild^ 
s(m,  Frederik  Gulbrandson,  Ole  Olatod,  Andrew  Johnson  and  Peter  Hardy. 
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In  1860,  a  parsonage  was  built  on  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
congregation,  at  a  cost  of  91|^00.  This  burned  down  in  1865,  when  the  Pastor,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Erich,  lost  his  entire  proper^.  A  ahnreh  was  built  in  1864,  Dear  the  parsonage,  At  •  ooak  of 
33,500.  This  will  easily  accommodate  six  hundred  persons.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Frich  in  December  of  that  year.  In  1866,  a  new  parsonage  was  built, 
«t  a  eoBt  of  $1,400.  In  1880,  the  congregation  nmnbered  280  oommunioants ;  82  baptisms; 
9d  confirmations  ;  9  marriages  and  7  deaths. 

The  first  meeting  that  there  is  any  record  of,  was  held  at  the  Onalaska  House,  April  4, 
1854.  John  Clark  irss  Chainnan ;  R.  0.  Van  Ronessdar,  Osoar  Ker,  Inspectors ;  R.  T.  Law> 
ton.  Clerk  pro  tern. 

OFFICIAL. 

1854 —  Moses  Clark,  Chairman  ;  John  Clark,  K.  T.  Lawton,  Supervisors ;  Oscar  Pier, 
Clerk:  J.  B.  Rand,  Treasurer;  C.  M.  Nichols,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Orange  Smith,  N. 
J.  Tompkins,  R.  T.  Lawton,  Joseph  Peck,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  Charles  Brice,  IC.  \V.  Jenks, 
S.  S.  McReynolds,  Assessors ;  J.  B.  Rand,  Henry  Soiberg,  P.  L.  Clark,  Constables ;  Hiram 
Clark,  Sealer. 

1855 —  Moses  Clark,  Chairman  ;  John  Lytle,  John  Dale,  Supervisors  ;  C.  H.  Nichols, 
Clerk;  J.  B.  Rand,  Treasurer;  C.M.Nichols,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Oscar  Pier,  ilarvey 
J.  Pedc,  Orrin  Sni^  Rcrimrt  Brice,  Jnatieea  iS  the  Peaoe;  K.  J.  Tomi^ins,  Cyrus  Sherples, 
Charles  Brice,  Assessors;  F.  N.  Welch,  Henry  Soiberg,  J.  B.  Band,  Constables;  Dominic 
Jehlen,  Sealer. 

1856 —  B.  E.  Brower,  Chainnan;  N.  J.  Tompkins,  Henry  Soiberg,  Supervisors ;  M.  E. 
Donahue,  Clerk;  J.  B.  Rand,  Treasurer;  Orange  Smith,  W.  J.  Tompkins,  Charles  Brice,  Peter 
McCloe,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  R.  C.  Van  Rensyelar,  Superintendent  of  Schools  ;  Gilbert  John- 
son, Assessor :  Robert  Heath,  M.  Brice,  Jerry  Moore,  T.  A.  Lewis,  Constables. 

1857 —  N.  J.  Tompkins,  Chairman  ;  Oscar  Pier,  S.  Woodward,  Supervisors;  H.  A.  Buck, 
Clerk;  J.  H,  Rand.  Treasurer ;  J.  B.  Longley,  Superintendent  of  Schools ;  H.  A.  Buck,  S. 
Briggs,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  J.  B.  Longley,  C.  U.  Nichols,  Daniel  Clark,  Assessors;  John 
S.  Huntley,  Nathaniel  Roberts,  Solomon  M.  Judge,  Constablee. 

1858_X.  J.  Tompkins,  rii;iinn;in  ;  N.  R.  Hohvay,  W.  G.  M.  Milne,  Supervisors;  T.  W. 
Boyoe,  Clerk ;  Oscar  Pier,  Treasurer ;  Miles  Lamb,  Superintendent  of  Schools ;  Abram  Pettin- 
ger,  Harrey  J.  Peek,  Justices  of  the  Pesce;  Orange  Smith,  Assessor;  George  Brice,  Oeorge 
Gallagher,  Constables. 

1859 —  R.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  Chairman ;  Milton  Brice,  Charles  Hall,  Supervisors ;  C.  li. 
Nichols,  Clerk  ;  Oscar  Pier,  Trea.surer ;  Miles  Lamb.  Superintendent  of  Schools ;  H.  A.  Buck, 
Robert  Brice,  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  P.  G.  Moulton,  Charles  Brice,  Andrew  Johnson,  Assessors ; 
£.  Swarthout,  Andrew  Johnson,  .1.  B.  Rand,  Cotistables. 

1860 —  Charles  Hall,  Chairman;  Milton  Brice,  David  Schneider,  Supervisors;  C.  II. 
Nichols,  Clerk  ;  Oscar  Pier,  Treasurer;  Miles  Lamb,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Harvey  J. 
Peck.  Jeriah  Chadwick.  Jtistices  of  the  Peace;  P.  G.  Moulton,  Assessor;  J.  B.  Band,  T.  A. 
Lewis,  John  Brantner,  Constables. 

1861—  Chsrles  Hall,  Chairman ;  Abner  Gile,  M.  J.  Armstrong,  Supervisors ;  C.  H.  Nichols, 
Clerk;  J.  C.  Farrand.  Treasurer;  W.  M.  Osborne.  Superintendent  of  Schools;  Orange  Smith, 
Abraham  Pittenger,  Justices  of  the  Peace ;  Oranse  Smith,  Halver  Kittleson,  Assessors ;  Charles 
Petttnger,  M.  J.  Armstrong,  John  Vogle,  Constables. 

1862 —  X.  J.  Tompkins,  Chairman ;  Abner  Gile,  E.  Swarthout,  Supervisors  ;  C.  IL  Nichols, 
Clerk;  J.  C.  Farrand,  Treasurer;  Harvey  J.  Peck,  P.  G.  Moulton,  Justices  of  the  Peace;  A. 
S.  Swarthout,  Assessor ;  S.  G.  Wright,  William  Collins,  M.  J.  Armstrong,  Constables. 

1863 —  N.  J.  Tompkins,  Chairman;  J.  B.  Rand,  Robert  Brice,  Supervisors;  C.  H. 
Nichols,  (^ierk  ;  P.  (},  ^loulton,  Trea.surer;  Orange  Smith,  Milton  Brice,  Justices  of  the  Peace; 
Richard  Garland,  I.  B.  Gorton,  Thomas  Smith,  Assessors ;  Charles  G.  Hall,  M.  J.  Armstrong, 
Milton  Brice,  Constables. 
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1864 — Charles  G.  Hall.  Chairman;  C.  A.  Sauer,  Thomas  Smith,  Supervisors;  C.  H. 
Nichols,  Clerk ;  John  £.  Dalton,  Treasurer ;  John  £.  Dalton,  P.  G.  Moulton,  Jasticea  of  the 
Pmmm;  John  B.  Gorton.  Assessor;  J.  B.  Rand,  M.  J.  Armstrong,  Charles  Reddle,  Constables. 

186") — Charles  G.  Hall,  Chairman;  A.  S.  Swarthout,  Thomas  Smith,  Supervisors;  C.  H. 
Nichols,  Clerk ;  John  A.  Dalton,  Treasurer;  A.  Fittenser,  F.  M.  McLellen,  Justices  of  the 
Peftoe;  B.  A.  Law,  Anenor;  John  A.  Moore,  Stephen  RocMle,  J.  B.  Rand,  Oonstdttei. 

ISGfi — A.  S.  Swarthout,  Chairman  ;  George  Willey,  John  Moore,  Supervisori;  W.  Green, 
Clerk ;  F.  M.  McLellen,  TreMurer;  John  Dalton,  George  Brice,  Thomas  Smith,  F.  M.  Mc- 
Lellen, Justices  of  the  Peace;  John  Filler,  Anessor;  Huntlton  Wilson,  J.  B.  Rrad,  Nicolas 
Wall,  Constobles. 

1867 — A.  S.  Swarthout,  Chairman;  Abner  Gile,  Nathaniel  Pittenger,  Supervisors;  C.  H. 
Nichols,  Clerk;  John  Dalton,  Treasurer;  Whitcomb  Phelps.  A.  Pittenger.  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  J.  B.  Rand,  Assessor;  J.  B.  Rand,  .1.  W.  Filler,  Svene  Thoresen,  Constables. 

IStlH — M.  G.  Moore,  Chairman;  John  Lytle,  Nicholas  Wall,  Supervisor'* ;  IraS.  Farrand. 
Clcriv;  Juhn  Daltoo,  Treasurer;  Hiram  F.  Smilejr,  P.  G.  Moulton,  Joel  Smith,  W.  S.  Taylor. 
Justices  of  the  Peaoe;  John  F.  Pittenger,  Asnseor;  F.  N.  Weleh,  Frank  I.  Pheipe,  Nieholaa 
Wall,  Constables. 

1809 — C.  M.  Nichols,  Ohairman ;  Henry  Smith,  Andrew  Bers,  Supervisors ;  Ira  S.  Far- 
rand, Clerk;  John  Dalton,  Treanirer;  Orange  Smith,  J.  Dalton,  A.  S.  Swarthont,  Justioas  of 

the  Peace;  Francis  Brown,  Assessor;  G.  L.  Willey,  T.  M.  Briggs,  H.  T.  Wilhelm,  Constables. 

1870 —  Nathaniel  Pitteuffer,  Chairman;  Samuel  Mowrey,  John  Lytle,  Supervisors;  F.  R. 
Phelps,  Clerk;  John  Dalton,7rreBsarer;  W.  A.  Thair,  Charles  Hewitt,  Jastioes  of  the  Peaoe: 
George  E.  Brice,  Assessor;  Richard  Fahar,  W.  C.  Roddle,  Samuel  Blankley,  Constables. 

1871 —  Nathaniel  Pittenger,  (jhairinnn  ;  Richard  Bailey,  John  Jackson,  Supervisors;  Frank 
I.  Phelps,  Clerk  ;  John  Dalton,  Treasurer;  P.  G.  Moulton.  0.  Smith,  Justices  of  the  Peace  (to 
fill  Tacuncies);  W.  F,  Taylor,  Hiram  F.  Smiley,  Justices  for  fall  term;  George  W.  Brica,  Aa« 
■essor;  (i.  Dalton,  Carl  Helgerson.  W.  C.  Phelps,  Constalde.-*. 

1872 —  Nathaniel  Pitteit^er,  Chairman;  Carl  Ilalgcrson,  R.  Keiser,  Supervisors;  Hiram 
F.  Smiley,  Clerk;  R.  M.  Moore,  Treaanrer;  Orange  Smith,  W.  8.  Taylor,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  George  Brice,  Assessor;  Jamea  Bradbury,  Jolin  Stevenson,  £ar»  Lockmao,  Con- 
stables. 

1878 — ^Nathaniel  Pittenger,  Chairman ;  Albwt  Randall,  Hatver  Gnndereon.  Snparnsois ; 

T.  B.  Livingston,  Clerk;  John  Dalton,  Treasurer;  I.  D.  Hayden.  A.  Pittenger.  Jostioea  of 
the  Peaee;  George  W.  Briee,  Anessor;  J.  B.  Rand,  James  Brockholm,  Constables. 

1874— P.  G.  Moulton,  Ohairman;  Joel  Smith,  Peter  Hanson,  SuperriaorB;  H.  M. 

Swarthout,  Clerk.    No  record  of  the  remainder  of  this  year's  officials. 

1875 —  George  W.  Brice,  Chairman;  Samuel  Mowrey,  L.  C.  Johnson,  Supervisors;  John 
Dalton,  Clerk ;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer ;  T.  B.  Livingston,  Joel  Smith,  Nathaniel  Pittenger, 
Joatioea  of  the  Peaee;  J.  B.  Rand,  Aaaeasor;  B.  M.  Lockman,  Samael  GoUim,  J.  B.  Band. 

Constables. 

iMTti — VV.  B.  Gahan,  Chairman  ;  R.  J.  Holway,  Charles  Glover,  Supervisors ;  John  Dai- 
ton,  Clerk ;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer;  G.  H.  Dalton,  Thomas  Smith,  T.  B.  Livingston.  Joa- 
tices  of  the  Peace;  Gaorga  W.  Brioe,  Aaaeaaor;  E.  Lockman,  J.  G.  Moora,  H.  GunderMm. 
Constables. 

1877 —  J.  C.  Hewitt,  Chairman;  M.  G.  Moore,  L.  0.  Johnson,  Supervisore;  H.  M. 

Swarthout.  Clerk;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer;  A.  L.  Tull,  C.  C.  Olmstead,  Luke  Hale,  Justices 
of  the  Peace;  George  W.  Brice,  Assessor;  W.  N.  Maxson,  Theodore  Hawser,  J.  G.  Moore. 
Richard  Horslteld,  Oonttablea. 

1878 —  M.  G.  Mooro,  Chairman ;  <%aries  Rotldle,  L.  C.  Johnson,  Supervisors;  H.  M. 
Swarthout,  Clerk;  Frank  Pooler,  Treasurer;  A.  J.  Lauder,  H.  T.  Wilhelm,  Justices  of  the 
Peace ;  Henry  Luthe,  Assessor ;  Richard  Fahey,  Frank  Austin,  Richard  Horsfield,  Con- 
etablea. 
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1879 —  J.  0.  Hewitt,  Chairman;  M.  0.  Moora,  L.  0.  Johnson,  Saporntofa;  John  Piaroo, 

Clerk  :  R.  Bailey,  Treasurer  ^  Luke  Hale,  D.  C.  Jefferson,  Jastioai  of  thePaaoe;  C.  O.  Hall, 
Aflseasor;  K,  Faheji  W.  H.  Kobertii,  Frank  Aiutin,  Constables. 

1880 —  Oaorge  W.  Brioe,  Ohurman;  J.  M.  Bndbary,  Hdver  Onndenoo,  Supervisors;  J. 
M.  Pierce,  Clerk;  B.  Bailey,  Treasurer;  H.  T.  Wilhelm,  A.  J.  Lauder,  Justices  of  the  Paaea; 
G.  G.  Hall,  Assessor;  Richard  Fahey,  Richard  Uorsfield,  Paul  Van  Loon,  Constables. 

1881 —  Georee  W.  Brice,  Chairman;  J.  M.  Bmdbury,  Halvcr  Gunderson,  Supervisors;  U. 
T.  Wilhelm,  Clerk;  A.  Beach,  Treasurer;  P.  G.  Moulton,  Edward  0.  Soly,  Justices  of  the 
Peace;  C.  G.  HaU,  AaaasBor}  Richard  Fahej,  (C.  W.  Natting,  J.  B.  Band,  &ilod  to  qnalify  > 
Constables. 

TOWN  OF  BANGOR. 

This  town  is  located  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  oonn^,  and  ranks  among  the  lading 
localities  in  the  county  for  agricultural  and  sNtck-raising  purposes.  The  general  contour  of  the 
town  is  diversified  by  hills  and  valleys,  which,  under  the  di.scritninating  care  of  the  enterprising 
husbandmen,  have  become  rich  farming  lands.  The  town  is  well  watered  by  creeks,  springs  ana 
small  trihatariee,  which  render  it  fertile  and  farnishee  abundant  water-power  for  milling 
purposes. 

KABLT  SSTTLKMKHT. 

The  first  scttlt  rnent  in  the  present  Bangor  was  made  in  1851.  Daring  the  Hummer  of  thi» 
year  John  B wsshard.  Florin  and  Ciiristian  Ruedy,  Michael  Darms  and  Joseph  Simmerson, 
natives  of  Swit/.ei  land,  immigrated  here  from  .Sauk  County,  and  paved  the  way  for  the  settle- 
ment and  growth  of  the  now  prosperoas  town  of  Bangor.  Messrs.  Bosshard,  Florin  and  Christ- 
ian Ruedy,  settled  on  Dutch  Creek,  one  mile  from  the  village,  while  Messrs.  Darms  and  Sim- 
merson  located  claims  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the  village.  Of  this  party  of  pioneers 
the  only  ones  surviving  are  Michael  Darms  and  Mrs.  F.  Ruedy.  In  1852,  Andrew  Wolf  set- 
tled on  Sections  6  ana  7,  Jonathan  DurlinL'  and  Elijah  Hooker  settled  on  Section  5,  Ralph 
Thompson,  Section  3;  C.  W.  McKin/.ie  took  up  land  here  in  1852,  and  in  1854  settled  here 
with  his  fsmilj;  G.  Bnoel  also  located  in  Bangor  in  1852.  Among  the  setdera  of  1858  still 
Imng  here  are  Ralph  Thompson,  Mrs.  Ruedy,  Mrs  Wnlfand  Mri<.  J.  Darling. 

During  1853,  Peter  Lee  took  up  land  and  located  the  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Darling;  Mr. 
Sherwood  on  Section  6,  Mr.  Bockwood  on  Section  9.  In  Jane  of  this  year  Bran  Jones  located 
on  Section  5,  William  Jones  on  Section  3,  David  Williams  on  Section  12,  David  J.  Jones  on' 
Section  12,  David  J.  Jenkins  and  William  W.  Williams  on  Section  2 ;  John  Whcldon  and 
family  of  seven  children  immigrated  into  Bangor  in  October,  1853,  and  settled  on  Section  5. 
Since  this  time  Mr.  Wheldon  has  been  prominently  identified  with  all  interests  of  the  town  of 
his  adoption,  lending  bin  best  efforts  at  all  times  to  any  measures  calculated  to  benefit  the  towrv 
of  Bangor.  He  has  held  various  town  offices  since  the  organization  of  the  town,  being  its  drst 
Chairman,  and  ia  now  the  honored  Postmaster  of  the  village  of  Bangor,  of  which  be  waa  the 
founder.  It  was  not  until  Ae  advent  of  the  jear  1854  that  immigration  into  this  territory  was 
in  other  than  small  parties. 

Dnring  thiayear,  among  the  large  number  to  settle  here  were  T.  H.  Eynon.  who  located  on 
Section  12,  on  Fi.sh  Creek;  David  ("  Prairie  "  I  Jones,  Section  1";  William  Price  bought  out 
Michael  Darms,  John  Williams  bought  out  C.  Buoel,  and  brought  his  familj^  here  in 
1855;  Richard  Wheldon  eame  fVom  New  Tork  thia  year  and  setded  on  the  praaent  lito  of  the 
village,  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  He  worked  as  a  carpenter  in  the  int  mill  and  was  the 
first  Postmaster.  C  F.  West  bought  out  Sherwood  on  Section  6;  R.  R.  Morris  settled  on  Sec- 
lion  2,  and  bought  out  William  Williams ;  H.  B.  Johns  and  Peter  Sa.xon  also  eame  in  1854. 

There  were  others  who  came  this  year  and  settled  in  d  T  :  iit  parts  of  the  town ;  some 
remained  while  others  left  soon  after  for  otlier  localities,  and  leaving  rio  footprintaoQ  the  nnda- 
of  time,  whereby  their  names  or  deeds  accomplished  might  be  determined. 
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Prominent  among  the  settlers  of  1865  and  I86t>,  may  be  mentioned  David  D.  Jonca, 
located  on  Section  1,        Greek,  Abner  Darling,  Seeti<m  5,  and  Chester  Darling. 

The  claim  is  not  indulged  that  this  list  of  sptilers  is  complete,  far  from  it.  There  were 
others  who  immigrated  to  the  future  Bangor  during  the  Tears  mentioned,  lived,  toiled  and  th- 
nmphed,  having  paved  the  way  for  the  fiitnre  prosperity  of  thrir  adopted  town,  and  mmni  left  tor 
part8  unknown,  and  are  now  forgotten  by  their  associates  of  neailj  thirtj  jiars  ago,  while 
others  have  fretted  a  brief  ezistenoe  on  the  stage  of  lifO)  and  long  since  eraesed  the  river  of 
death. 

During  the  years  1855-60,  the  town  of  Bangor  was  made  the  center  of  immigration  into 

that  vicinity,  and  its  fertile  valleys  soon  became  populate<l  with  a  thrifty  and  prosperous  class  of 
husbandmen,  who  have  been  rewarded  by  the  success  which  their  untiring  efforts  deserved.  A 
drive  over  the  well-kept  roads,  and  a  view  of  the  waving  fields  of  grain,  the  elegant  and  eon- 
modious  residences  and  out-buildings  of  the  farmers,  would  convince  the  most  casual  observer 
hat  the  town  of  Bangor  is  a  valuable  territory,  and  its  energetic  inhabitants  are  indeed  at 
prosperous  people. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  in  the  winter  of  1858-54;  was  taught  in  s^od 

building  on  the  site  of  Thomas'  store  in  the  village. 

The  first  teacher  here  was  William  Carl.  He  had  about  twenty-five  scholars,  and  taught 
three  months.  In  the  following  snmmer,  a  sehool  was  taught  by  Samantha  Viets,  of  the  town 
•of  Burns.  From  thi.s  small  beginning,  the  schoDls  i>f  tin-  town  have  hcromo  the  admiration  -*( 
its  citizens,  and,  being  cherished  and  fostered,  has  culminated  in  the  adoption  of  a  school  sys- 
tem surpassed  by  no  other  town  in  the  county.  There  are  now  in  the  town  399  children  of 
school  age — ^199  male,  200  female;  seven  school  houses,  with  accommodation  for  4!^T  children. 
The  services  of  nine  teachers  are  required :  these  receive  average  salaries  of  for  male  and 
^19  for  female  teachers.  The  amount  received  for  school  purposes  during  the  year  ending 
August  81,  1880,  was  92,972.84;  paid  out  daring  the  same  period.  92.107.17—91,809  of 
which  was  for  teachers'  wagee.   The  school  property  is  now  valnea  at  96,129. 

POST  OFFICE. 

The  first  post  office  in  the  town  of  Bangor  was  established  in  1854,  and  Richard  ?nieldon 

Appointed  first  Postmaster.  The  office  was  kept  in  his  house,  mn  the  west  side  of  the  cre^V, 
until  ISOI,  when  Mr.  Whchlon  was  succeeded  by  John  S.  Ilouser.  Mr.  Houscr  hold  the  office 
until  lai-i,  when  he  died,  and  was  succeeded  hy  John  Whehlun,  the  present  incumbent.  In 
connection  with  this  ofiice,  a  money-order  office  was  established  in  1872,  the  first  order  being 
issucil  August  3,  to  John  Tu-^heck,  payable  to  the  Gerninn  Printing  Company  of  Milw;jukeH. 
the  amount  being  9^'^0.  Since  1872,  7,839  orders  have  been  issued.  Previous  to  the  esub- 
'lishment  of  the  post  office  at  Bangor,  malls  were  for  a  short  time  received  from  La  Crone,  ani 
later,  mails  were  received  from  Burns,  on  the  Barabon  and  La  Crosse  stage  route,  twice  a  week. 
Since  the  completion  of  the  railroad  through  the  town,  two  mails  a  day  have  been  received  it 
Bangor  Post  Office. 

MILLS. 

Batujor  Woolen  MUh. — Located  mar  the  village;  was  established  in  1864  by  George 
Shfvdt  and  John  Ruody.  In  1S72,  Mr.  Slievdt  sold  out  to  Otto  Bodraer,  who,  with  Mr 
Iluedy,  has  since  continued  the  mill  under  the  firm  name  of  Ruedy  &  Bodmer.  In  1S7!*.  Mr 
Ruedy  was  killed,  though  the  firm  name  remains  the  same.  This  mill  is  run  by  water  power 
of  Dutch  Creek.  Twelve  men  arc  ('mpli)yod  to  operate  the  fuur  looms,  otic  spitining-jai  k  ar^d 
one  set  of  cards  of  the  mill.  Kuw  wool  is  purchased  in  the  vicinity  and  elsewhere,  and  manu- 
factured into  cassimeres,  flannel  blankets  and  stocking  yam.  During  1880,  this  mill  nsse* 
foctured  25.000  yards  of  flannel,  10,000  yards  of  cassimeres,  ir)0  p[iir>  .)f  blankets  and  2»000 
pounds  of  8tocking*yam.   The  capital  invested  in  this  mill  aggregates  9^0,00U. 
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Bangor  Flouring-MUl. — Was  built  during  1858  and  1854,  but  not  pat  in  operation  until 
1855,  the  first  proprietor  being  D,  J.  Jonkins,  who  ran  it  until  1870.  At  this  time,  Baxter  & 
Jones  became  proprietors,  and  continued  until  1872,  when  Mr.  Jones  sold  out  to  E.  R.  Roberts, 
and  the  firm  became  Roberts  &  Baxter.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Baxter  died,  and  Mr.  Roberts  sold  to 
John  Bosshard,  who  subsequently  took  in  his  son  as  proprietor.  In  1.^77,  Mr.  Bo.Hs!i;inl,  Sr., 
died,  and  since  then  bis  son  bas  run  the  mill.  This  mill  has  three  run  of  stones,  operated  by 
water-power  of  Dutch  Creek,  and  manafiMstaree  a  etandard  quality  of  flour.  Ite  tnAn  eztenw 
for  many  milea  aronnd. 

VILLAGE  OF  BANGOR. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  the  original  plat  of  the  village  of  Bangor  was  surveyed  nnd  laid  out 
by  Isaac  Thompson,  then  Deputy  County  Surveyor,  on  land  owned  by  John  Wbeldon,  the 
founder  of  the  village,  and  its  since  enterprieing  oitisen.  Soheeqnently,  additions  were  made  to 
the  original  plat,  and  named  in  order,  as  follows :  Whcldon's  Addition,  Wheldon's  Second 
Addition,  James'  Addition  and  Bosshard'a  Addition.  The  streets  are  named  Main,  Jenkins 
and  Mill  atreets,  intersected  by  Wheldon  and  Oak  streets ;  Burns  road,  Johnson,  Center  and 
Beat  streets,  intereected  by  James,  South,  Bangor,  Commercial,  Pearl,  Oak  and  North  streeta. 

In  relation  to  the  early  settlement  of  the  village,  we  herewith  preaent  the  reminiecenoea  of 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Jenkins,  entitled 

banoob's  BBonrmfffls. 

"  Histoiy  repeata  itael^  bat  oireomitaiioea  vary  so  widdy  that  the  charm  <^  novelty  ia 
preoerved. 

'*  The  '  good  old  times '  are  worth  recalling,  for  the  lessons  they  teach  of  earnest  endeavor, 
cheerful  enduiance  of  unavoidable  hardshipe,  neighborly  kindneae  and  the  absence  of  invidious 
di<<tinctions  founded  on  wealth  or  ancestry.    A*  Joeh  Billingii  aayi,  *  What  matteia  a  pedigree 

if  itfi  too  large  for  the  one  who  wears  it? ' 

**  Mother  earth  from  populous  portions  of  her  domain  aent  hither  tributaries  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  this  young  aspirant  for  fame.  Of  these  pioneers  some  gravitated  here  from  the  Ger- 
man Fatherland  (that's  where  we  got  our  *  Dutch  Creek  '  whereon  to  build  a  mill) ;  some  from 
the  ragged  slopes  of  Wales  (whence  comes  the  name  Bangor,  inggestted  by  Mr.  John  Wheldon) 
and  some  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York.  etc.  Its 
well  for  the  broad  West  that  Eastern  home-nests  become  plethoric  and  push  out  enterprising 
brooda  to  conquer  domains  elsewhere. 

"The  first  house  fbuilt  of  logs)  within  the  limits  of  the  village  proper,  was  built  by  Mr. 
John  Wheldon  in  the  fall  of  1853.  He  came  with  his  wife  and  seven  children  from  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y. ;  this  house  stood  just  a  little  south  of  the  site  of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel,  and  was 
occupied  by  him  until  1857,  when  he  c  im|ileted  his  present  residence.  He  has  continuoualy 
held  offices  of  trust  in  the  town;  was  Tuwn  Superintendent  of  ScIikoIs  in  1856,  and  is  now  our 
honored  Pustuiiister,  Notary  Public,  Justice  of  the  Peuce,  and  man  of  business  for  the  inhabit- 
anta  generally. 

"  The  ne.xt  house,  also  of  logs,  wan  built  by  David  J.  Jenkins,  who  left  his  native  Wale."*  in 
1852  at  the  age  of  23 ;  paused  in  La  Crosse  for  a  season,  during  part  of  which  he  worked  with 
Mono  Anderson ;  found  ois  way  to  Bangor  (then  unnamed)  in  the  fall  of  1863,  when  just  recov- 
ering from  n  severe  attack  of  fever;  s!'>[)pfMl  on  the  way  at  the  Iioiho  of  Mr.  Evan  Koberts,  of 
Bethel,  and  there  drank  liberally  of  buttermilk,  to  which  be  attributed  his  second  attack  of  ill- 
neaa  on  reaching  the  cottage  of  Mr.  Evan  Jones  juat  weat  of  Bangor.  There  Mrs.  Mary  Darling 
who  had  come  from  Vermont  in  1852  and  settled  near  by,  found  the  sick  stranger,  and,  being 
an  excellent  nurse,  took  pity  on  him,  had  him  taken  to  her  home  and  soon  brought  him  baok  to 
health.  He  always  claimed  that  she  saved  his  life.  The  settlers  needed  a  grist-mill,  as  it  was 
quite  an  item  to  tranipovt  grain  and  flour  to  and  from  La  Crosse  over  new  roads,  fording  streams, 
etc.,  and.  during  the  succeeding  winter  1853-54,  Mr.  Jenkins,  assisted  by  Mr.  John  Wheldon, 
each  having  become  the  possessor  of  an  ox  team  (ox  teams  were  popular  then),  began  hauling 
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timber  from  some  land  n^r  Leon,  •  wned  by  their  '  Uncle  Sam.'  Bj  mistake  two  trees  vere 
cat  juRt  inaide  the  line  on  another  man's  land,  for  which  they  had  to  pay.  The  constraction  of 
the  dam  was  •  tongh  ondAftaking,  from  the  diffienlty  of  making  it  sit  down  qoietly  and  *i§ 
the  daty  nearest  it,'  as  a  Ronsible  dam  should.  It  contracted  tifractiom  t^nden^t  whidiMltir* 
ing  years  and  a  laborious  and  expensive  training  could  soarcelj  overcome. 

**  Owing  to  Tuioas  CMues,  the  mill  was  not  mdy  to  ran  nntil  the  spring  of  MSG. 

"In  the  spring  of  1854,  the  next  dwelling  house,  (also  of  logs)  in  the  foture  Tniafa^ms 
built  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  near  the  mill  site,  to  serve  as  a  boarding  house  for  the  workmen.  This 
house  was  run  during  the  summer  by  Richard  Wheldon  and  family,  who  built,  aud  in  the 
1854,  moved  into  the  first  frame  house  of  the  villain  still  standing,  but  showing  marks  of 
'Time's  gnawing  tooth.'  There  he  fitted  up  also  a  post  office,  having,  with  the  aid  of  Harrey 
Hubbard,  then  Postmaster  of  La  Crosse,  persuaded  the  power*  at  Wasliington  to  establish  a  post 
ofllee  here.  The  mul  had  to  be  brought  across  the  river  from  Burns,  as  the  stage  rovto  nis  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river.  I  may  mention  ju9t  here,  that  when  the  Milwaukee  k  St.  Finl 
Railroad  was  to  be  put  through  in  1858,  there  was  a  strong  effort  bj  those  interested  to  hate  it 
run  through  on  that  side,  which,  fortunately  for  Bangor,  failed. 

**  A  groeery  was  an  sariy  rsqnisite,  and,  mfortanatdy,  prored  to  be  mors  ssloon  tlui 
grocery. 

"  In  the  fall  of  1854,  Mr.  Henry  Johns,  who  had  stopped  a  while  in  Leon  on  his  way  from 
Pennsylvania  with  his  family,  moved  into  the  log  house  of  Mr.  Jeokins,  Just  vaeatsd  by  Ifr. 

Richard  Wheldon.    Mr.  Johns  has  for  years  been  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel. 

*'The  very  first  &11,  1853,  a  log  building  was  put  up,  a  trifle  south  of  where  the  town  pamp 
is  located,  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of  church  and  sohoolhouse.  A  young  man  named 
William  Carl  was  the  first  teacher.  George  EUlows  taught  one  term,  and  was  called  Laiaraa, 
for  short,  by  some  wit  of  the  village.  The  summer  term  of  1855  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  F. 
Williams,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  whose  father,  Samuel  Williams  (or  Yankee  Williams,  ss 
he  was  <^en  called,  to  distinguish  him  from  several  Wdehmea  ef  Uiat  name  in  tbe  vichiity),  had 
settled  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the  village  in  the  spring  of  1854.  The  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  that  summer  was  forty- three,  and  the  next  summer  when  she  again  taught  the  school 
thenumberenniSled  was  Ibrty-nine,  some  of  them  coming  a  long  distanoe  to  attend.  OAer 
teachers  of  this  period  were  a  Mr.  William  Murray,  Mils  jN'aocy  Servis,  who  taught,  I  think  in 
1854,  and  a  young  man  name*!  Jackson  Roberts.  The  young  hamlet  grew  quite  rapidly,  and 
Mr.  Jenkins  being  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  successive  years  did  a  good  amount  of  marrying 
oooasionany  taking  his  pay  in  potatoes  or  other  prodnee  as  best  soitsd  the  eiromnstaBees  of  die 
happy  can'lidatcs. 

**  Either  late  in  1865  or  early  in  1856,  a  tavern  was  put  in  operation  by  a  Mr.  Uaywortii, 
and  a  store  by  Mr.  De  Oourcey,  a  blaeksmith-ehop  by  Mr.  Willisms,  a  Wdchman,  and  a  ihos* 
shop  by  a  Mr.  Price. 

"  The  village  in  those  days  kept  to  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  giving  the  school  children 
plenty  of  play  room  on  the  east  side,  but  when  the  course  of  the  railroad  was  determined  upon 
and  the  site  of  the  depot  settled,  then  the  *Btor  of  empire*  moved  eastward,  and  naay  of  the 
buildings  followed  bodily." 

The  first  practicing  physician  to  locate  in  the  village  was  Dr.  A.  B.  Kewton,  who  settled 
here  in  1865.   Dr.  Williams  earns  in  1876. 

In  1865,  a  Mr.  Sebur,  the  first  lawyer,  settled  in  the  village.  E.  B.  Hughes  eemmaneid 
the  practice  of  law  here  in  1879;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1881,  removed  to  La  Crosse. 

The  first  drug  store  was  started  in  1865,  by  Jacob  Waterman,  who  had  previously  boagbt 
out  Jones  Brothers. 

D.  J.  Jenkin<^  had  a  b1acksmith-»hop  at  the  mill  in  1864.  In  1865^  John  J.  Jenkins stsrtsd 
a  shop  in  a  small  frame  building  on  the  West  Side. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Ohioago,  Milwankee  k  St  Phnl  Baibvad'to  IUb  point, 
laig^  aooessions  were  made  to  ike  popnlMon  of  the  inftat  viUaga^  nA  impfovoMils  sad 
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adrancemeDtfl  having  kept  pace  with  the  times.  Bangor  haa  become  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
niM  pointi  Id  the  eoonty. 

SECRET  SOOIBTW. 

Bangor  Lodge,  No.  27,  1.  0.  G.  T. — Was  organized  November  19,  1869,  with  twenty-five 
charter  members.  The  following  were  the  first  officers :  R.  P.  Hall,  W.  C.  T. ;  Lina  L. 
Waterman,  W.  V.  T. ;  A.  B.  Green,  W.  C. ;  R.  Baxter,  W.  S. ;  T.  W.  Thompaon,  W.  F.  8.; 
IdaMcKinxie,  W.  T. ;  Morgan  Jones,  W.  M. ;  Fannie  Pugh,  W.  D.  M. ;  Libbie  Pugh,  W.  I.  G. ; 
&.  C.  Wells,  W.  0.  G.  The  sooietv  now  numbers  thirty,  with  the  following  officers :  John 
Hewei,  W.  0.  T.$  Mr.  Abbott,  W.  Y.  T.;  M.  F.  Jenkins,  W.  C;  Mary  Ellis,  W.  F.  8.; 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Chase,  W.  R.  8. ;  Richard  Jones,  W.  T. ;  Maria  Jones,  W.  M.;  Mamie  Vughn, 
W.  1.  G. ;  John  F.  Hughes,  W.  0.  G. ;  W.  J.  Hughes,  P.  W.  C.  T. 

Liberty  Lodge,  liu.  2G,  L  0.  0.  l*.— Was  organized  March  22,  1878,  by  Theodore 
Rodolf,  D.  D.  G.  M.  The  charter  members  are  L.  J.  fVewton,  D.  E.  Moore,  Alfred  Meugelt 
William  Smith  and  Abner  Darling.  The  first  officers  were  L.  J.  NewtOD,  lY.  G.  j  D.  £.  llbore, 
y.  G. ;  Alfred  Meugel,  Secretary ;  William  Smith,  Treasurer. 

At  die  fint  meeting  were  admitted  to  uemberahip  John  Bradle]r»  R.  B.  WiUianu,  John 
Bosshard,  Jr.,  J.  T.  Price,  J.  H.  Perry,  E.  R.  Roberts,  Heniy  Ll^,  J.  0.  Boashurd,  J.  0. 
Williams,  H.  W.  Chase,  J.  M.  Brooks,  August  Smith. 

The  society  now  has  a  membership  of  fifty-five,  and  meet  weekly  in  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall. 
The  following  are  the  present  officers:  Aogoit  Smith,  N.  G. ;  J.  M.  Brooks,  V.  ;  R.  E. 
Williams,  Secretary  ;  J.  J.  Jones,  Permanent  Secretary ;  John  Ott,  Treasurer. 

Bangor  Lodge,  No.  J,  A.  0.  U.  W. — Was  organised  January  30,  1877,  with  D.  £. 
Moore,  J.  E.  Hughes,  B.  J.  Hnghes,  H.  W.  Ghase,  BTa.  Deran,  0.  Tonaller,  0.  Qaerietti,  0. 
Btriani,  H.  Chase,  A.  B.  Newton,  D.  G.  Morris.  The  first  officers  were  D.  E.  Moore,  M.  A. ; 
E.  A.  Devan,  G.  F. ;  H.  W.  Chase,  0. ;  E.  J.  Hughes,  Recorder;  C.  TonoUi,  F. ;  D.  G.  Morris, 
R. ;  C.  Gaerletti,  I.  W. ;  H.  Chase,  0.  W. ;  J.  H.  Hughes,  P.  M.  W.  The  present  officers 
are  R.  J.  Bryan,  M.  W. ;  A.  Bosshard,  F. ;  H.  Loupe,  0. ;  H.  Legler,  Recorder;  D.  E. 
Moore,  Financier;  W.  Smith,  B.;  H.  I'hts,  Q,i  ¥,  Wol^  0.  W.;  J.  Stangi,  I.  W.;  J.  B. 
Weber,  P.  M,  W. 

OFHOIAL  RBOOBD. 

Bangor  w!ia  first  brought  under  town  gevemment  as  a  part  of  the  town  of  Pierce,  organized 
in  1852,  and  which  included  all  of  the  present  town  of  Barre,  fifteen  sections  of  Hamilton, 
and  all  of  Burns  and  Washington.  In  1863,  the  County  Board  of  Commissioners  changed  the 
name  of  Keroe  to  Barre.  In  1856,  the  eerenty-two  toetioaa  of  the  eastern  portion  of  Barre 
were  set  off  and  organized  into  the  town  of  Burns.  In  1857,  thirty-six  sections  of  the  southern 
part  of  Burns  was  set  off  and  organised  into  the  town  of  Waalunjitou,  thus  leaving  Bums  with 
thirty  sections,  its  present  territory. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  town  officers  for  each  year  since  its  organization  : 

1856 —  John  Wheldon,  Chairman;  Charles  McKinzie,  D.  J.  Williams,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
D.J.Jenkins;  Treasurer,  John  S.  Houser;  Assessors,  C.  F.  West  and  L.  D.  Patterson; 
Sehool  Snperinteodent,  William  D.  Mnrry;  Jnetiese,  Bichard  Wheldon,  Thomas  H.  Eynon, 
Robert  H.  Oaj,  D.  J.  Jenkins;  Oontftablei,  John  HeywtHlh,  WilUam  Roberts,  Abner 
Darling. 

1857—  John  Wheldtm,  Chairman;  John  L.  Houser,  Thomas  H.  Bynon,  Supervisors; 
Clerk,  Riehard  Wheldon;  Tkeaaarer,  Biehard  Wheldon ;  Asseesors,  John  W.  Jonee,  WilUam 
Hemstock. 

1858 —  ^Thomas  H.  Eynon,  Chairman :  Ammon  Darling,  John  S.  Houser,  Supervisors  ; 
Clerk,  B.  Wheldon;  Treoanrer,  John  Wheldon;  Assessors,  John  Wheldon,  Ralph  Thompson, 

1859 —  R.  Wheldon,  Chairman;  Ammon  Darling,  Felix  Meyers,  Supervisors;  Clerk. 
John  S.  Houser,  Treasurer,  C.  W.  McKinaie ;  Assessors,  John  Wheldon.  John  Bosshard. 

1860—  John  B.  Perry,  Ghaixmaa ;  John  Bomhard,  Daniel  Darling,  Superriaora ;  Olwk, 
John  8.  Hoveer;  Tfeasorer,  John  A.  Jonee;  AaaeBsori^  William  Hemstock,  William  D.  Price. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  LA  CROSSE  OOUNTY. 


1861 —  J.  R.  Perry,  Chairman;  Christian  Ruedj,  Abner  Darling,  Supervisors;  Clerk, 
John  Wheldon  ;  Treasurer,  Felix  Meyers ;  Assessors,  J.  W.  Jones,  Chester  Darling. 

1862 —  John  WheUlon,  Cliairmnn  ;  Michael  Darms,  Chester  Darling,  Superriaon;  Cltrk, 
J.  S.  Houser ;  Treasurer,  Daniel  Darling ;  Assessor,  C.  W.  McKinsie. 

1868 — Ghttrter  Dariing,  Ohairman ;  WilHam  Price,  John  Ruedy,  Superrison ;  Cleilr,  J. 
Waterman;  Treasurer,  G.  Bosshard;  AssMsors,  J.  Ruedy,  E.  D.  Lowell. 

1864 —  John  Wheldon,  Chairman  ;  Abner  Darling,  John  W.  Jones,  Supervisors  ;  Clerk, 
Jacob  Waterman;  Treasurer,  Gutieib  Bosshard;  Assessors,  John  Bosshard,  William  G. 
Williams. 

1865 —  John  W.  Jones,  Chairman;  John  Bosshard,  D.  M.  Guertin,  Saperriaon;  Clerk, 
John  Wheldon ;  Treasurer,  John  S.  Houser ;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1866—  Gheiter  Darling,  Ohairman;  William  J.  Williama,  John  Baefy,  Superrison; 
Olerk,  Jdin  Whddon;  Trouurer,  John  S.  Honsv;  Amenori,  William  Haraatock,  6.  Bam- 
hard. 

1867 —  Chester  Darling,  Chairman ;  John  Ruedy,  William  G.  Williams,  Supervisors ; 
Clerk,  John  Wheldon;  Treasurer,  John  S.  Hnuser;  Assessors,  E.  D.  Lowell,  T.  L.  Evans. 

1868 —  John  Bosshard,  Chairman;  T.  H.  Eynon,  A.  L.  Page,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  John 
Wheldon ;  Treasurer,  John  S.  Houser ;  Assessors,  Paul  Accola,  John  W.  Jones. 

1869 —  John  Bombard,  Chairman ;  A.  L.  Pftgo*  D>  P*  Mallory,  Supenriaors ;  Clerk,  John 
Wheldon;  Treasurer,  John  S.  Houser;  Assessor,  Felix  Meyers. 

187U — A.  L.  Page,  Chairman;  Felix  Meyers,  Thomas  H.  Eynon,  Surperviaors ;  Clerk, 
William  J.  Wheldon;  Treasurer,  John  Wheldon;  Assessor,  G.  Boeshard. 

1871 —  A.  L.  Page,  Chairman ;  T.  L.  Evans,  John  Jonea,  Sapenriaora;  Clerk,  Jacob 
Stornbereer;  Treasurer,  John  Wheldon;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1872 —  A.  L.  Page,  Chairman;  John  Boeshard,  Thomas  H.  Eynon,  Supervisors;  Olerk, 
Jacob  Stemherger ;  fmaanrer,  John  Wheldon ;  Aasenor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1873—  A.  L.  Page,  Chairman ;  Felix  Meyer,  E.  P.  Roberta,  SnperriBori;  Clark,  Jacob 
Stemherger;  Treasurer,  John  Wheldon;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1874 —  A.  L.  Page,  Chairman ;  John  Boeshard ;  T.  H.  Eynon,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  J.  H. 
Parry  ;  Treasurer,  Jacob  Stemherger;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1876 — John  Boeshard,  Chairman;  Thomas  L.  Evans,  H.  E.  Johnson, Sapervisors ;  Clerk, 
Charles  Smith;  Treasurer,  Jacob  Stemherger;  Assessor,  A.  L.  Page. 

1876—  >B.  R.  Roberts,  Chairman;  WiUiam  Smith,  Felix  Meyer,  Snpennsora;  Clerk,  L 
A.  Harrington;  Treasurer,  J.  Sternberger ;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1877 —  £.  Roberts,  Chairman  ;  William  Smith,  R.  Darling,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  S.  B. 
Wheldon ;  Treasurer,  Jacob  Stemherger ;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1878—  E.  R.  Roberts,  Chairman;  W.  Smith,  F.  Wolf;  Saperrisors;  Clerk,  S.  B.  Wbel> 
don;  Treasurer,  John  Ruedy;  Assessor.  Jacob  Sternberger, 

1879 —  E.  R.  Roberts,' Chairman ;  William  Smith,  F.  Wolf,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  S.  B. 
Wheldon ;  Treasurer,  R.  J.  Bryan ;  Assemor,  Jacob  Sternberger. 

1880—  William  Smith,  Chairman  ;  F.  Wolf,  W.  G.  Williams,  Supervison;  Clerk,  S.  B. 
Wheldon;  Treasurer,  R.  J.  Brran  ;  Assessor,  D.  B.  Johns. 

1881— William  Smith,  Cfhairman ;  Otto  Bodmer,  R.  D.  Umiiams,  Supervisors ;  Clark, 
S.  B.  Wheldon;  Treasurer,  M.  C.  Wheldon;  Aaseaaor,  Jacob  St^berger. 
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TOWN  OF  OBBBNFIBLD.  ,  ^  . 

This  town  is  of  the  southern  tier  of  towns,  and  is  of  recognized  worth  as  an  agricultural 
and  stock-raising  locality.  Although  its  surface  is  badly  broken  by  high  bluffs,  and  diversified 
by  deep  valleys  or  cooleys,  yet,  by  constant  application,  the  soil  is  made  rery  productive.  The 
town  u  wdl  vstored  bj  nomeroiiB  mtunl  tprin^  liTulete  «id  endn. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT.  ... 

The  first  settlement  in  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Greenfield,  was  made  in  1858. 
Sarlj  in  this  jear,  a  W.  Symes,  Daniel  Raymond,  Samuel  McGowen  and  A.  Preatt  made  their 
^pearance  here,  and,  becoming  fascinated  with  the  fertile  valleys  and  weird  scenery  of  the  sur- 
rounding blufi's,  determined  to  maice  it  their  future  home.  Each  of  the  above-named  gentlemen 
■elected  a  location,  made  his  claim,  and  having  erected  a  small  log  cabin  on  each,  proceeded  to 
pave  the  way  for  succeeding  adventurers  in  searoh  of  a.homp  in  the  W^t,  and  a  looalltj 
wherein  all  might  live  contented  and  happy. 

They  were  eoon  after  fbllowed  by  tfhrietopher  Kerehmer,  who  located  a  elaim  on  Section 
27,  in  the  fall  of  1854.  During  the  summer  and  f;ill  of  isri4,  large  numbers  flocked  to  the 
"cooleys"  of  Greenfield  and  took  up  claims,  which  wore  increased  by  additions  from  time  to 
time,  nntil  their  incipient  fanni,  by  oonitant  care,  have  developed  into  beantifiil  and  valaable 
homesteads.  It  was  not  until  the  first  streaks  of  light  kissed  the  Eastern  horizon,  announcing 
the  dawn  of  the  year  1855,  that  the  success  of  (freenficld  was  assured.  Early  in  this  year, 
Joseph  Weiker  settled  on  the  farm  he  still  owns ;  William  Freeho^  made  a  claim  here  this  year ; 
William  NicoH  came  also  in  1855,  and  located  a  farm  on  Section  28 ;  Joseph  Tousche  located 
on  Section  S'-i;  Joseph  Janel,  Section  34,  and  William  Linzic.  Gregory  Boashard  located  in 
Greenfield  in  1855,  and  settled  on  Section  26,  where,  by  careful  management,  strict  integrity 
and  perseveranoe,  he  has  made  himeelf  a  home  that  has  well  repud  him  fbr  hie  untiring  efforts 
in  that  behalf 

The  years  1856,  1857,  1858  and  1859,  are  noted  for  large  numbers  of  husbandmen  who 
made  this  town  their  location,  and  by  their  steadfiMtneas  and  pioneer  peneveranoe  hare  made 
the  town  of  <}feenfid(l  an  attractive  and  valinble  locality. 

80H00L8. 

As  in  the  early  settlement  of  other,  towns  in  the  oonoty,  the  oitisens  of  OreenfieM  have 

not  been  behind  the  times  in  provldin<:  the  mean*  for  the  rising  generations  for  the  acquirement 
of  an  education  which  was  denied  manv  of  themselves.  Soon  after  the  first  settlement  of  the 
town,  a  school  was  established  and  teachers  employed  and  paid  pro  rata,  and,  as  the  increasing 
population  demanded,  schoolhouses  were  built  in  different  parts  of  the  town  from  year  to  year, 
nntil  now  this  town  compares  favorably  with  other  towns  in  the  county  in  this  regard. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  County  Superintendent  for  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1880,  shows  the  number  of  cl  i  .  Iri  :i  of  school  age  in  the  town  to  be  342 — 189  male 
and  163  female.  The  schoolhouses  number  four,  with  accommodations  for  'i'V^  ]iu|)il^.  Four 
teachers  are  employed  at  an  average  salary  of  %iO  per  month.  The  school  pruperty  \a  valued 
at  ^3,800.  The  total  amount  received  for  school  purposes  during  year  ending  August  81, 1880, 
was  11,863.21 ;  paid  out  during  same  period,  9988.48. 

POST  OTFICBS.  . 

Sigel  Poet  Office  was  established  on  Section  29,  in  1875,  with  Raymond  Toneehe,  the 

present  incumbent,  as  first  Postmaster. 

St.  Joseph  Post  Office  waa  established  on  Section  12,  in  1875,  with  John  Hammes,  the 
present  incumbent,  as  fint  Pcetmaster. 
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Hkt  ficrt  store  in  tihe  town  mm  itarted  April  1,  1874,  by  John  HsmneB,  the  preaeot  pro- 
inietor.  ^IWi  store  is  located  on  Section  12,  and  attracts  trade  for  many  miles  around. 

The  WBj^on  and  blacksmith  shop  on  Section  12  was  started  in  March,  1881,  by  John 
Hammes  and  Cbria.  Halbach,  under  the  firm  name  ui'  iiammes  k  Ualbach.  At  this  shop  il 
done  all  kindi  of  Nptiring,  in  •  mniunMiUke  muuitr. 

OmCIAL  RECORD. 

Greenfield  was  first  brought  under  town  government  as  a  part  of  the  town  of  Lo  Croiei 
whieh  ineladed  the  present  Greenfield,  Shelby  and  city  of  La  Crosse.  The  first  record  of  the 
town  of  Greenfield  ia  dated  November  11,  1856,  to  the  minates  of  which  meeting  the  BOOMiof 
William  Symes,  George  Gabel  and  William  Nicoli  are  signed  M  "Sapenrisors  of  the  Town  of 
GiMBfield.*'  The  first  Town  Glork  was  J.  F.  Hoemor. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  town  officers  from  its  organization  to  the  present  tino: 
1856~Williom  Symeo,  GhairmAn;  George  QM,  WiUiom  NiooU,  Sapomois;  Cloik, 
,J.  F.  Hoemer. 

1857 —  Winiini  SjOMii  Chairman ;  Chorlei  Nagle,  E.  Houser,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  James 
Schweizer;  Ttemver,  Qeoige  Qebel;  Asiewon»  James  Chambres,  Gngory  Biuofaert,  Seaoil 
McGowan. 

1858— Willian  Moore,  Chairman;  G.  Basehort,  O.  Oabel,  Sapenrison;  Clerk,  J. 

SehweSier;  Treasurer,  Fred  Pfaefllin ;  Assessors,  Chas.  Linzie,  Chas.  Nagle,  Christian  Oieson. 

185lfr--J.  Whipple,  Chairman ;  Christian  Miller,  Charles  Naglo^  Superriaors ;  Clerk,  J. 
Sdiweiser;  Treaaarer,  Frani  Brok^;  Assessor,  Charles  Linsie. 

1860—  William  Freehoff,  Chairman;  C.  Naele,  Charles  Hillar,  Saparfiaon;  Cloifc.  J. 
Sohweizer ;  Treasurer,  Fred  Pfaefflin  ;  Assessor,  Charles  Linzie. 

1861 —  William  McNeil,  Chairman;  V.  Weimer,  Chris.  Miller,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  Charles 
Idosie ;  Treasurer,  Fred  Pfaefflin ;  Aiaeaeor,  A.  F^entt. 

1862—  H.  W.  McNeil,  Chairman;  V.  Weimer,  Anton  Engel,  Saporriaon ;  CM,  Chaibs 
Linsie ;  Treasurer,  Fred  Pfaefflin ;  Assessor,  Frank  Proksoh. 

1868— H.  W.  MoNail,  Chunnan;  P.  Kionhols,  P.  Yang,  Superriaora;  Clerk,  Charles 
Linzie  ;  Treasurer,  F.  Pfoueh  ;  Assessor,  J.  Springer. 

1864 —  J.  F.  Hosmer,  Chairman;  G.  Gabel.  Nic.  Clemanta,  SoparnBoia;  Clerk,  Chariei 
Linzie ;  Treasurer,  F.  Pfaefflin  ;  Aeseasnr,  F.  Proksch. 

1865—  T.  Whipple,  Chairman ;  Anton  Engel,  G.  Boschert,  Snparriion;  ChA,  P.  Kisft- 
hols,  Jr.;  Treasurer,  Charles  Linzie:  Assessor,  W.  Freehoff. 

1866 —  f .  Hosmer,  Chairman ;  F.  Pfiaefflin,  £.  Maensenberger,  Saperriaors;  Clerk,  Peter 
Kienhola ;  ^heaainer,  9.  Pireksaii ;  Asaessor,  William  Bwehoft 

1867—  F.  Pfaefflin,  Chairman ;  Nicolas  Andre,  John  Kloaa,  Snparriaon ;  Cleric,  F.  Pkebek; 
Treasurer,  Martin  Hess ;  Assessor,  W.  Meyer. 

186y — Nicholas  Andre,  Chairman  ;  John  Smith,  Simon  Kaiser,  Supervisors;  Clerk, John 
Becker ;  Treasurer,  M.  Hess ;  Assessor,  F.  Greenwold. 

1869—  M.  Stadtler,  Chnirman ;  William  Meyer,  Joseph  Jahael,  Soporfiaora;  Gleik,J. 
Booker;  Treasurer,  Martin  Hess;  Ass^or,  M.  Hess. 

IBTO^M.  Stadtler,  Chairman ;  Peter  Olaon,  M.  Hess,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  John  Beeksr; 
Treasurer,  William  Meyer  ;  Assessor,  Nic  Feyen. 

1871 —  M.  Hess,  Chairman  ;  P.  Olson,  R.  Moore,  SupenriaorB ;  Clerk,  John  Becker ;  Tiess* 
urer,  William  Meyer  ;  Assessor,  Nic  Andre. 

1872 —  Samuel  McGowen,  Chairman ;  R.  Tousche,  Peter  Olaoo,  Saperriaota ;  ClaA,  F. 
Greenwold ;  Treasurer,  William  Meyer  ;  Assessor,  Nic  Andre. 

1878 — S.  McGowen,  Chairman ;  R.  Moore,  P.  Olson,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  F.  GreenwoM; 
Treasurer,  Willlaai  Meyer ;  Asaeasor,  Nie  Andre. 

1874— S.  McGowen,  Chairman;  P.Olson,  Frank  Moeoer, Snparriaon;  Clerk, F. Qtaaa- 
irold ;  Treasurer,  William  Meyer  i  Aaseoaor,  Sio  Andre. 
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1875—  8.  MeOawMif  ChainM;  F.  Moeser,  P.  OImb,  Saparnion:  OM,  Jolm  Beakw; 

Tmsnrer,  Williain  Meyer  ;  Aaseeeor  Nic  Andre. 

1876 —  R.  Toasche,  Chairman  ;  M-  Hess,  F.  Moeaer,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  F.  Greenwold; 
*  Trwaarer,  William  Mever ;  \ aiMWinr,  Nic  Andre. 

1877—  R.  Tou»che,  ChaimMn  ;  P.  Olson,  F.  Moeier,  SaperviMn;  dork,  F.  Greenwold; 
Ireuarer,  William  Meyer ;  Aeeenur,  JUg  Andre. 

1878— R.  ToMohe^  Clidnwi;  P.  Olioa,  F.  Hoeaer,  Supenrisors ;  Clerk,  Fred  OreenweU ; 
Tieaearer,  William  Meyer ;  Assessor,  Robert  Moore. 

1879^ — R.  Tooicket  Chairman ;  Martin  Hew,  F.  Moeser,  Saperviaorsi  Clerk,  F.  Green- 
woU ;  Tiwiomr,  F.  Kreibeeh ;  AMHor,  Robni  Moore. 

1880^B.  ToDsche,  Chairman ;  F.  Gerke,  M.  HoM,  Snperrieon ;  Clerk,  Joieph  Booohevt; 
Tweiorar,  F.  Kreibach  ;  Assessor,  William  Meyer. 

1861 — R.  Toosche,  Chairman;  F.  Gerke,  M.  Hess,  Sapervisors ;  Clerk,  Joeeph  Beoehert ; 
Trainmr,  F.  Kreibaoh ;  Ammoat,  Kio  Andre. 

TOWN  OF  WASHINGTON. 

This  town  is  located  in  the  extreme  southeastern  comer  of  the  county,  and  owing  to  its 
rough  sur&ce,  which  gave  but  little  promise  of  future  prosperity,  was  among  the  last  settled  towns 
in  the  county.  The  surface  of  this  town  is  very  uneven,  being  broken  by  ridges,  valleys  and 
low  lands.  The  high  and  rocky  bluffs  render  much  of  the  land  not  eusceptable  of  cultivation, 
thoogb  the  valleys,  being  traversed  by  creeks  and  small  tributaries,  are  fertile  and  productive. 
"Xmnj  the  entire  population  of  the  town  are  foreigners,  inolnding  Germans,  Bohemians,  PolaAai 
Iriak  Mid  Nonrqgums. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Washington  was  made  in  the  spring 
of  1854,  hy  John  Johns,  who  made  a  claim  on  Section  7,  and  there  built  a  log  cabin  and  made 
the  primarv  attempts  at  farming  in  this  locality.  He  was  soon  followed  by  John  P.  SobalEBry 
who  located  on  Section  18,  and  John  Riley,  who  made  a  claim  on  Section  4. 

The  feHowin^  year,  1855,  Nie  Wlerts  looaled  his  prseent  ftrm ;  John  HalTorson  and  Mr. 
Nidwidek  also  settled  in  the  town;  Jacob  Stein  and  Adolph  Huett  located  on  Section  17  ;  Cas- 
per Newburg  settled  on  Section  28.  Among  others  who  came  to  this  town  in  1855  may  be 
mentioned  Mr.  Rittbnrg,  Section  22;  A.  Newbttig,  Section  29;  John  P.  Koenen,  Section  21. 

In  1856,  Andreas  Cornell  made  his  appearance  in  the  present  Washington  and  made  a 
small  farm.  Among  others  who  came  this  year  appear  the  names  of  Joseph  Schneider,  who 
settled  on  Section  12 ;  Theodore  Blum,  Section  8 ;  Mr.  Koblitz,  Section  21 ;  Michael  Arenti. 
Dating  the  sammer  and  fall  of  1850,  the  immigration  into  this  town  was  large,  comparatively 
speaking,  and  in  the  spring  of  18.")7  the  town  was  well  settled,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
official  poll  list  of  an  election  held  April  7,  1857:  John  Reily,  John  Blum,  Nic  Wierta, 
Theobald  Blinn,  Joseph  Danbenberger,  Jacob  Fisch,  Andreas  Aunberger,  John  P.  SchiJer, 
Jacob  Guehm,  Anton  Krai,  James  Halveraon,  T.  Lugeson,  Hans  Hanson,  Ole  Oleson,  Ole  Hanson, 
Jacob  Stein,  John  Oleaon,  William  Krueger,  Joseph  lialbach,  Anton  Kripp,  Michael  Ahrents, 
Joseph  Schneider,  Joseph  Nedwidek,  Adolph  Hntt,  John  Koblits,  and  Conrad  Rettbniv. 

In  1858,  the  following  names  were  registered  as  citizens  of  this  town  :  A.  Newburg, 
Joseph  2>fedwidek.  John  Rettburg,  Joseph  lialbach,  Adam  Bou,  Charles  Uilke,  Ludwiff  Kuts, 
H.  Bedesom,  Y.  Brandt,  John  Jonnson,  Ole  Johnson,  Ole  Oleson,  F.  Tigges,  Sr.,  John  Koblits, 
L.  Jacobus,  Harman  Woeker*  Jacob  Stein,  Adolph  Hutt,  James  Halrorson,  Jacob  Easer,  E. 
Faust,  J.  P.  Schaffer,  John  Kheyly,  Hubert  Elsen,  William  Elsen,  Theobald  Blinn,  Joeeph 
Danbenberger,  William  Krueger,  M.  Arentz,  Joseph  Schneider,  Wenzel  Schneider,  Anton 
Habenicht  and  John  Lutter. 

The  town  of  Washington  continued  to  increase  in  wealth  and  prosperity,  which  had  the 
effect  to  attract  a  numerous  population  to  the  once  unpromising  locality.    The  poll  list  for  1859 
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'oonteined  the  following:   Anton  Knipp,  Joseph  Nedwidek;  John  Liidi«%  J.  Stehi,  Aloi 

Thompson,  T.  Eckert,  Jacob  Walser,  Jr.,  Paul  Torgereon,  Hans  Hansen,  T.  Hansen,  T.  Han- 
sen, Joseph  Danbenberger,  Phillip  Danbenberger,  Ole  Peterson,  Anton  Habenicbt,  Hans  Tbor- 
son,  George  Grosse,  Joseph  Schneider,  L.  Taubman.  Andreas  Glaser,  James  Halrorson,  Phillip 
Baker.  M.  Sohandel,  John  Brazda,  E.  Faust,  John  Nedwidek,  Joseph  Halbach,  Jacob  Esler,. 
Adam  Kutz,  Herman  Wacker,  S.  Jacobus,  Charles  Hiike,  F.  Tigges,  .Ir.,  Peter  Weherer,  V. 
Brandt,  Conrad  Eettburg,  F.  Tigges,  Sr.,  John  Johnaoo,  Louis  Kutz,  William  Eken,  Jobo 
Bnrbaeh,  M.  Ahrento,  Matt  Lnsk,  w .  Sdmndor,'  Frani  Sehneider,  G".  Ckiso,  Theodore  BHim,  P. 
•Kessell,  John  Koblitz,  Peter  Schaffer,  A.  Newburg,  T.  Schumacher,  Hans  Torgerson,  T.  Egel- 
sen,  Ole  Juhnson,  Jacob  Walter,  Sr.,  George  Hornung,  Jacob  Newburg,  H.  Bamburger,  A.  Uatt, 
W.  Nedwidek,  John  Elsen  and  John  BUnn,  all  of  whom  were  residents  of  the  town. 

During  the  following  years  improvements  and  ndrtfDoements  kept  pace  with  the  times,  and, 
in  point  of  value  of  property,  beauty  of  scenery  and  nnmber  of  population,  Washington  oon- 
paree  favorably  with  other  towns  in  the  county.  ' 

POST  OFFICES. 

The  fiist  post  office  was  established  in  1870,  on  Section  27,  and  is  known  as  Bohemia  Poit 

Office. 

OFFICIAL  BICOBD. 

W'ashington  was  brought  under  town  goverunieiit> as  a  part  of  the  lown  <^  Pierce,  after- 
ward changed  to  Barre.  In  1856,  the  town  of  Burns  was  set  off  from  Barre  and  organized  into 
a  separate  town  of  seventy-two  sections.  In  1857,  thirty -six  sections  of  the  southern  part  of 
Burns  was  organized  into  a  separate  town  and  called  Buchanan,  and  subsequently  changed  to 
Washington.  The  firs^  meeting  was  held  April  7.  1857,  and  twenty-six  votes  cast.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  complete  list  of  town  officers,  from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  the  preftent 
time: 

1857 — Conrad  Rettburg,  Chairman  ;  James  Halvorson,  Jacob  Stein,  Snpenrison;  Oleik, 
Adolph  Hutt ;  Treasurer.  William  Krueger  ;  Assessor,  Nicolas  Wiertz. 

1858 — Jacob  Stein,  Chairman  ;  John  Elsen,  Peter  Koenen,  Supervisors;  Clerk,  Adolph 
Hutt ;  Treasurer,  John  Koblitz ;  Assessor,  A.  Neuberg. 

1S5!'— Conrad  Retthurg,  Chairman  ;  James  Halvorson,  Fred  Tigges,  Sr.,  SuperrisoiSj 
Clerk,  Wenzel  Nedvidek ;  Treasurer,  Michael  Ahrents ;  Assessor,  Hans  Torgerson. 

1860^ — James  HalTorson,  Chairman ;  Jo£n  Elsen,  A.  Bekert,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  A.  Hatt; 
Treasurer,  Philip  Better ;  Assessor,  Wenzel  Schneider. 

18G1 — James  Halvorson.  Chairman  ;  Joseph  Danbenberger,  B.  Weber,  Supervisors;  Cleik, 
A.  Ilutt,  Treasurer,  William  Krueger ;  Assessor,  Peter  Wehrer.  . 

1862— Peter  Koenen,  Chairman;  Jacob  Stein,  V.  Brandt,  Supervisors;  Cleric,  Fredfieig- 
man ;  Treasurer,  J.  W.  Krueger ;  Assessor,  Michael  Ahrents. 

1868— Michael  Ahrents,  Chairman ;  H.  Beddessen,  H.  Newburg,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  F. 
Bergman ;  Treasurer,  Charles  Hans ;  Assessor,  L.  Taubman. 

1864 —  Willliam  Krueger,  Chairman;  H.  Bedesson,  Adam  Ruts,  Snperrisors;  Clsrk, 
A.  Newburg  ;  Treasurer,  Henry  Tasto  ;  Assessor,  Theodore  Schmitz. 

1865 —  Jamea  Halvorson,  Chairman ;  Nicolas  Wiertz,  Wenzel  Schneider,  Superriaon; 
Clerk,  W.  Nedwidek;  Treasurer,  L.  Kutz;  Assessor,  Anton  Habenick. 

186(;— John  Ebhart,  Chairman;  V.  Brandt,  Fred.  Tigges,  Jr.,  Supenrisors;  Clork,  W. 
Nedwidek ;  Treasurer,  0.  Koblitz ;  Assessor,  Henry  Tasto. 

1867 —  James  Halvorson,  Chairman ;  C.  Sehmiti,  B.  Neisoii,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  Jobs 
Lienlokken ;  Treasurer,  A.  Newburg ;  Assessors,  Jacob  Stein,  A.  Wrignt 

1868 —  W.  Nedwidek,  Chairman;  H.  Bedesson,  li.  Schapper,  Supervisors;  Clerk.  John 
Lienlokken ;  Treasurer,  A.  Wright ;  Assessor,  H.  Tasto. 

18tj9—W.  Nedwidek.  Chairman;  A.  Wright,  C.  Schmiti, Supervison ;  Clerk,  John LisB- 
klokken;  Tressnrer,  A.  Wright;  Assessor,  H.  Tasto. 
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Ig70-.W.  Nedwidek,  Oluinnui;  0.  Sdunits,  A.  Konell,  Supernson;  Clerk,  John 

Lienlokkcn. 

1871 —  Jamee  Ualronon,  Chairmaa;  A.  Rati,  G.  Eadras,  Supervison;  Clerk,  John  LieD- 
loklcen :  Tnamrer,  H.  Laedeke ;  Asieasor,  George  Willing. 

1872 —  H.  Taeto,  Chairman;  Michael  Ahrentz,  J.  P.  Koenaii,  Sapmison;  Cimk,  W. 
Ifedwidek ;  Treasarer,  II.  Laedeke ;  Asaeasor,  George  Willing. 

1873—  H.  Taste,  Chairman;  J.  P.  Koenen,  A.  Buchda,  Superriaors;  Clerk,  W.  Ned- 
widek;  Treasurer,  C.  Schmits;  AaacMor,  H.  Bedesson. 

1874 —  H.  Tasto,  Chairman;  J.  P.  Koenen,  M.  Ahrents,  Snpenrinn;  Clerk,  John  Lieii> 
lokken ;  Treaaurer,  C.  Schmitz ;  Assessor,  George  Willing. 

1875—  Jamea  Halvorson ;  Chunnan ;  Joseph  Nedwikek,  John  Eckert,  Snperriiors ;  Clerk, 
F.  Seadvie ;  Treasurer,  Hans  Torgerson  ;  Assea-sor,  Henry  Bedesson. 

1876—  H.  Taato,  Chairman ;  John  Eckert,  L.  Hoswold,  Supervisora ;  Clerk,  F.  Seadvie ; 
Treaaorer,  Hana  Torgerson ;  Asacaeor,  Joaeph  Nedwidek. 

1S77 — L.  Hoswold,  Chairman  ;  John  Eckert,  Hniw  Ibigsnon,  Supernion;  Clerk,  Frank 
Seadvie ;  Treaaurer,  H.  Taato ;  Aaaeaaor,  J.  K.  liiedwidek. 

1878 —  ^L.  Hoswold,  Obairman ;  Hana  Torgerson,  J.  Maahek,  Superviaors ;  Clerk,  John 
Schemers;  Treasurer,  H.  Tasto;  Aasessor,  John  Eckert. 

1879 —  L.  HoswolJ,  Chairman;  H.  S.  Laedke,  Henry  Wettstein,  Saperriaon;  Clerkj 
John  Schemers;  Trcusurer,  Henry  Tasto;  Assessor,  John  Eckert. 

1880 —  L.  Haswold,  Chairman;  H.  Kom,  Frank  Hitter,  Snperriaon;  Clerk,  John 
Schemers ;  Treasurer,  H.  Tasto  ;  Assessor,  John  Fischbach. 

1881 —  F.  H.  Kitter,  Chairman ;  W.  Kom,  Henry  Wettstein,  Supervisors ;  Clerk,  John 
SebomerB,  Tkeunrer,  H.  Tasto;  AawNBSor,  John  Fiaohbadi. 
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CITY  OF  LA  CR08SI. 

WL  W.  ABBEY,  lamberiog;  born  in  Penniiylvuiia,  Dec  24, 1856;  eon  of  Bdwio  Abbej,  who 
emisrated  to  Hoaston  Co.,  Mino.,  about  1857;  came  to  Jja  Croese  about  1871,  where  he  died,  August, 
1878;  be  left  «  widow,  who  u  bow  the  wife  of  Mr.  Beqj»mia  Slj.  &.  W.  aaanied  Lucry  Bon}  thej  Wto 
two  eniMrsD— ESdwfn  end  Bbow. 

CARL/  AHBENSf  merchant  on  Third  street,  between  Vine  and  Pine,  has  been  in  his  present 
bonoesB  io  La  Ciobm  linoe  1870.  He  was  born  in  Bninswiok,  Oermanj,  in  1842,  eon  of  Ladwig  Ahrens ; 
«UH  to  tiie  Uniled  States  in  1864,  wai  has  reaided  hi  La  Croaae  aiiMW  dnt  tiiae.  He  it »  wago«i«iBaker 
by  trade,  and  worked  at  that  business  in  T>a  Crosse  till  IR70.  lie  was  married  in  1871,  to  Catharine  Bey, 
aad  has  four  children — Henry,  Liiaie,  Carl  and  Katrina.  He  haa  been  Preeident  of  the  Conoordia  Sodety 
«f  I«  GroaM  ever  dhMie  ill  omalntioa  in  1870. 

L.  W.  AIjOER^  M.  D.,  homoeopathi8t,ofl5ce  in  Frcy 'a  Block  on  Main  street, between  Third  and 
Foarth  ;  was  born  in  West  Bridgewater,  Maaa.,  in  1837.  His  father.  Ward  Alger,  waa  a  &rmer,  and  ia 
aow  IMog  on  the  dd  homestead  in  Plymouth  Co.,  Maaa.  The  Doctor  apeet  his  early  life  on  hia  fether^o 
fcrm  when  not  in  school.  He  studied  medicine  at  Harvard  and  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia  in  1861  ;  he  immediately  oommeooed  practice  in  Canton,  Maaa.,  where  he  remained  seven 
jean;  he  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse  in  1868,  and  has  been  pnetioilig  b  thla  dtyrinoe  tint  time.  He 
is  at  present  County  Physician,  and  has  held  that  oflSce  several  years. 

■AKCVS  JUKDEBISOli.  drr  goods  merchant ;  was  bom  near  Cbriatiaoia,  Norway,  April  11, 
1840.   Hm  he  teedved  a  oomnon-idiooi  edveation,  mm!  at  the  age  of  18  oavo  to  Aneriea  and  loeated 

*t  La  Crosse  ;  ho  commeneed  hnaiiwaa  aa  a  clerk  for  John  Servis  in  a  ololhing  store,  and  oontinued  there 
(wo  years ;  waa  afterward  enployed  by  Joseph  OutMan  aa  aakaman  in  dry  iooda  and  olothiog  atore,  which 
position  he  held  for  right  yean.  At  too  expiration  of  dib  tino,  in  1888,  Mr.  Andnm,  in  eompany  with 

B.  0.  Daley,  opened  a  millinery  and  fanc^ -goods  store  at  Decorah,  Iowa ;  here  he  remained  but  one  year, 
when  he  returned  and  res^umed  his  position  with  Qutman  Bros.  In  the  fall  of  1870,  he  opened  a  dry 
goods  store  in  the  Esperson  Block,  under  the  firm  name  of  Maroiu  Anderson  &  Co.;  at  that  tnno,  1m  em* 
ployed  but  four  clerks.  In  1873  he  rented  his  present  location,  comer  of  Main  and  Third  sfreot.s,  where 
be  baa  since  carried  on  the  retail  dry  ^uods  bui«inctis  ;  he  now  employe  eleven  hands  in  the  different  depart- 
iMBti.  Mr.  Anderson's  strict  integrity  and  bosineM  ability  have  eNtablLshed  fur  himself  an  eDviable  repn- 
tatioD,  and  rendered  his  dry  goods  house  one  of  the  leading  retail  institutions  in  the  Northwest.  Mr.  An- 
derson wa^  married  April  11,  18G3,  to  Kmelie  Hoffatron,  of  La  Crosse.  The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been 
two  children — Douglas,  who  died  in  influwy,  and  Oaoar  F.  Mr.  Andenon  ia  a  nwiber  of  the  Lnthonn 
Church  and  Norden  Society. 

IIOS^S  AN  DEBSON  was  bora  in  Valders,  Norway,  June  8, 1830.  Was  married  in  La  Croese 
Jaly  28, 1863,  to  Min  Jaoa  Halfanon ;  tha  ftoita  of  this  maoB  w«n  torn  duUno— Maiy  (now  Mn. 
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Bunn ),  Alfred  H.,  Samuel  W.  and  Emma.    During  his  boyhood,  Mr.  Anderson  was  educated  at  the  com- 
mon Hchools  of  his  Dative  town,  and  at  the  early  age  of  16  came  to  America  and  located  at  Milwaakt^>. 
Ht^  soDH  found  employment  with  Daniel  Wells.  Jr.,  then  proprietor  of  the  City  Hotel ;  remained  with  Mr. 
WelU  three  years,  two  of  which  were  spent  at  Prof  Bach'a  private  schiwl,  and  one  year  in  the  grocery  hooM 
of  Herbert  Reed,  where  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  sulesmao  to  the  entire  sutisfaction  and  confidence  of 
his  employer     OHflcrviii'^  the  necessity  of  capital  to  achiew?  success  in  the  older  citira  of  the  Hxst,  he  deter- 
miucd  to  m:ike  his  luiure  experiments  farther  West.    Fascinated  with  the  oommeroial  advantages  of  La 
Crosse,  then  in  its  infancy,  he  located  here  in  the  summer  of  1851 ;  finl  ong^ed  to  8.  T.  Snuth  as  dot 
io  his  store  then  located  on  Front  street,  between  Main  and  Pearl ;  was  subsequently  taken  in  u  Mitaer, 
and,  in  1852,  became  eole  proprietor.    Shortly  after,  ho  formed  a  partnership  with  Deacon  W.  W.  Bnatiek, 
which  lasted  one  year,  since  whioh  time  Mr.  Anderson  has  conducted  the  business  alone.    In  1856,  be 
built  a  one-story  brick  building,  the  Moond  in  town,  on  his  present  location,  to  which  he  removed  hie  stMk 
of  merchandise  A-om  Front  street ;  in  1858,  he  built  another  one-story  brick  building  adjoining,  and  io- 
crciisL'd  bis  stock  and  business.    In  1861,  his  incrca.sed  trade  demanded  more  commodious  quarters,  and 
oue-tbird  of  his  present  el^nt  block  was  then  oreoted.    In  this  building,  now  the  clothing  depertmeot,  he 
continned  his  eztenrivo  retail  dry  goods  bnrinees ;  having  goods  of  the  oest  <|uality,  seleetod  with  refined 
and  ediKMted  tn.-te;  with  system  and  good  order  in  the  establishment,  and  never  allowing  the  quality  of 
his  wares  to  be  misrepresented,  his  patronage  very  soon  ezoeeded  hit  expectations.   The  citj  grew  and  rival 
huehieai  rose,  hat  he  iinintaiiied  hu  supremacy,    fn  187D,  he  hnilt  the  main  hnlldiog  and  eonnected  it  with 
the  structure  erected  in  1861,  thus  tripling  the  busincs-s  area.      Mr.  Andi  rson  is  a  man  who  dws  his  own 
thinking,  is  original,  a  nan  of  poaitive  convictions,  and  shows  his  character  and  ability  more  by^  what  be 
doee  than  by  what  he  profeeece.   In  hb  pnnnit  of  wealth,  he  hui  not  been  nomindfbl  of  the  eoodbvc  and 
happiness  of  his  employes,  nor  has  hr  been  wnntinir  in  public  .spirit.     He  contributes  liberally  to  whatever 
measures  are  calculated  to  promote  the  public  weliare,  whether  physical,  moral  or  intellectual.    System  and 
good  judgment  characteriie  all  hia  work,  and  hia  aterling  integrity  renders  his  credit  "  gilt-edged,"  not  only 
at  h(ime  but  abroad;  hi.s  life  illustrates  the  suivess  an  ambitions  man  of  high  moral  aims  may  achieve  in  a 
good  field  with  solf-reliuui  e,  sound  judgment,  persevering  indmstry  and  striot  integrity.     He  has  aocama- 
lated  a  handsome  competency,  is  highly  respected  by  hia  leUow-eitiiens,  and  if  the  moral  and  baaiiMM8M' 
timeut  of  La  Crusse  is  marked  by  a  higher  and  purer  practice  than  the  average  of  cities,  it  18  doo  •§  MwA 
to  the  example  and  influence  of  Monn  Anderson  as  to  anv  other  man  in  their  midat. 

WE.\DELL  A.  AlVDERj^OIV,  91.  D..'  son  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Anderson,  formerly  of  Coai- 
berland  Co.,  Me. ;  was  born  in  Gray,  Mo.,  Sept.  9,  1840.  He  prepared  for  college  at  Gorham  Academy. 
Gorhani,  Me.,  from  1853  to  1857,  entering  the  Freshmen  ClaHs,  of  Bowdoin  College,  in  August.  1857, 
where  he  remained  one  year.  In  the  summer  of  1859,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  hi« 
ftther,  and  attended  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  \ew  York  City  in  the  winter 
of  1860  and  1861 ;  continued  his  studies  at  the  Portland  School  for  Medical  Instmotion  notil  September, 
1861,  when  he  entered  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States,  aa  a  medical  c:^det,  and  was  assigned  to  doty 
at  Annapolia,  Md.  In  the  fall  of  1862,  he  again  attended  lectnna  at  the  Coll^  of  Phyaieiana  and  8ni^ 
geona,  where  he  gradnated  in  March,  1863.  In  April  of  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  AaMlaat 
Surgeon  of  the  .Id  .M<1.  V.  I.,  with  which  regiment  he  served  in  the  field  at  Chancellorsville,  Gettysboig 
and  in  all  its  subsequent  enfj^gomenta  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  the  Wilderness  to  Lee's  sor* 
render,  having  been  oommusioned  as  Suigaon  in  Mareh,  1864.  After  the  war,  he  again  parmed  hit 
studies  in  New  York,  and  in  February,  186D,8ettIed  at  I^a  Crosse.  From  1869  to  1873,  be  was  Examin- 
ing Sargeon  for  i^eosions  and  City  Physician  of  La  Croese  from  1870  to  1875,  and  from  1877  to  1831; 
waa  elected  a  member  of  the  Wiaeonsin  State  Medioal  Society  in  1871 ;  was  Pnaident  of  the  Board  «f 
Education  from  1873  to  1877,  and  Chairman  of  the  DeniDcmtie  State  Central  Committee  in  1R7.')  aod 
1876.    In  March,  1864,  bo  was  married  to  Susie  M.,  daughter  of  John  G.  Small,  iilsq.,  of  Boston,  Man. 

A.  D.  APRIjBBT,  son  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Appleby  (deceased).  Dr.  Appleby  wis  bora  in  Onondaga 
Co  ,  N.  y.,  July  4,  1822.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Morrill,  of  that  county,  and  attended  the  Med- 
ical College  at  Buffalo.  He  removed  to  Buchanan  Co.,  Miob.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine', he  went  to  Callforaia  in  1849,  where  he  engaged  io  mining;  also  for  a  time  practiced  medtdne;  IM 
returned  to  Michigan  in  1853;  afterward  removed  to  H  uiipt^in,  III.,  where  he  engaged  in  merrhandi^ins; 
be  came  In  La.  Croaso  Co.  in  1854,  and  settled  io  Lewis  Valley,  where  he  practiced  medicine  ten  year«. 
In  18G4,  with  hih  wifband  two  children,  one  of  the  latter  being  A.  D.,  he  started  for  Bannock,  Idjihc 
Territory;  be  went  as  far  as  Kearney,  when,  on  acrnunt  rif  hostility  of  the  Indians,  he  turned  back,  and 
Went  with  Iiih  family  to  St.  George,  Kan.,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  1867,  when,  with  uLben>,  be 
trant  to  the  iouth  part  of  the  Stato,  to  what  wai  known  as  the  Neotnd  Landa,  and  made  a  claim  in  U> 
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betle  Co.;  while  wuting  fbr  hfa  ftmily  to  join  hm  li0ro,  be  WM  nnrdered  bj  •  band  of  Inditiu  beloog- 

to  Little  Benr's  band  of  Osages,  while  he  was  making  an  effort  to  recover  a  horHc  stolen  from  him  hy 
tbU  baud  of  savaget.  The  &miljr  lemaiaed  at  St.  George  till  May,  1874,  wheo  the;  wont  to  Belvidere, 
m.,  wbere  they  remained  till  Oetober  of  tbe  following  year,  when  they  rotnroed  to  Levis  Valley.  The 
fatiiily  caujf  to  La  Crosse  in  1S77.  The  parents  had  three  children — one  son  and  two  daughters.  A.  D. 
was  born  in  Berrien  Co.,  Mich.,  March.  1847.  His  piincipal  occupation  for  some  time  haa  been  teach- 
ing; be  bc^'an  teaching  in  the  fall  of  18U3 ;  he  attended  school  for  some  timo  at  Salem,  La  Croese  Go.; 
■fteiward  at  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  Riley  Co.,  Kan.;  has  taught  about  fifteen  terms. 
Was  married  to  Libbie  M.  Stoddard;  they  have  two  girls — Milda  and  Ada  May.  Mrs.  Appleby  was  also 
a  teacher  before  her  marriage;  was  educated  at  the  Univorsity  at  Galcsvillc.  Her  father,  J.  Stoddlfd) 
waa  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  La  Crosae  Co.    Mr.  Appleby  kept  the  Central  Hotel  aeveral  yean. 

DB.  nSAAC  ATWOOD,  proprietor  of  the  Tnrkiih  bath-roMni,  waa  born  in  Berfcabire  Co., 
Mass.,  town  of  Eyreiuont,  Sept.  24,  1813.  He  resided  there  until  1836,  attending  the  public  achoolH, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  located  in  Milwaukee,  May  23.  He  erected  several  build- 
ings there  daring  the  years  1836  and  1837,  and  removed  to  the  town  of  Lake  Mills,  Jefferson  Co.,  in 
October,  1838.  He  erected  the  first  frame  dwelling  house  in  Jefferson  Co,  In  1840,  ho  moved  to  the 
city  of  Madison,  Dane  Co.,  where  he  worked  on  the  old  Capitol  building  until  coiuplel^,  and  waa  a  resident 
of  Madiaon  during  the  first  session  of  the  L^islstare,  at  that  place.  In  1842,  he  returned  to  Lake  Mills, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  general  nursery  business,  and  set  out  the  first  vineyard  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
demonstrating  the  practicability  of  the  successful  culture  of  grapes,  and  making,  from  this  vineyard,  over 
10,000  gallons  of  grape  wine;  and  constructed  a  wine-vault,  costing  $6,000.  This  vineyard  and  vault  is 
at  present  .in  good  condition.  He  followed  the  nursery  bnaineH,  eultivating  about  30  acres,  until  1875, 
wheo  he  moved  to  Winona,  Minn.,  and  there  devoted  his  whole  attention  to  the  hydropathy  method  of 
treatiriL.'  disease,  and  conducting'  a  Turkish  l  uth  ami  ht  ulth  institute,  botli  at  Winona  and  GaleBTinet  Wia. 
He  located  bis  institute  in  La  Crosse,  in  188U,  and  has  it  in  suocesiiful  operation  at  present. 

DATID  AUSTIlVy  <f  the  log^^ng  and  lumber  firm  of  Sawyer  &  Austin,  has  been  in  busi- 
nesie  in  La  Crosse  since  the  sprin<;  of  1872;  catne  to  La  Crosse  at  that  time  from  Clovclund,  Ohio,  whers 
he  had  been  in  the  same  busini!.!U  for  about  fouryear^.  11  early  life  was  8|teut  in  the  lumber  business  on 
the  Allegany  River,  in  Western  New  York,  residing  in  Cattaraugus  Co.  He  now  resides  in  Sparta,  Wis., 
and  has  his  office  in  tbe  Lnmberman'a  EzohaagOt  in  La  Croaae.  Hia  partner,  Mr.  Sawyer,  reaidea  at 
Black  River  Falla. 

BBV.  H.  B.  BALCH,  Pastor  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church,  is  a  native  of  Bennington  Co.,  Vt.; 
bom  in  1836.  In  bb  infiuioy,  his  parents  removed  to  Saratmn  Springs,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  early  life. 
Hla  father,  W.  S.  Baleh,  was  proprietor  of  the  Columbian  Hotel,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  from  1841  to  1866, 

and  still  resides  in  that  plu  e.  Mr.  Balch  was  educated  at  the  Tr  iy  Conference  .\eadcmy  and  Troy  T'ni- 
versity,  N.  Y.,  and  studied  law  with  Judge  Willard  and  Judge  Crane,  of  Saratoga,  but  was  never  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  alao  earried  on  the  drug  bosioesa  fbr  some  time  at  Saratoga.  He  entered  the  regular 
army  the  day  after  Ft.  Sumter  was  first  fired  upon  ;  enlisted  for  one  year,  and  served  as  Ho.sjiital  Steward, 
at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  till  he  was  discharged,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  After  he  left  the  ixuuy,  hceaiuo 
to  Wisconsin,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Green  Co.,  about  three  years.  He  was  then  employed  by 
tbe  Qrand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars,  as  State  Lecturer,  till  1867  ;  then  went  to  Boston,  and  continued  in 
the  aame  work  two  years  in  Massachusetts;  returned  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  in  1869,  and  in  1870,  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  was  first  statinK  d  .it  Madison,  Wis.,  for  a  few  months,  to  fill  an  un- 
expired term,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  the  fall  of  1870,  where  he  remaiued  three  years ;  was  then  one  year 
at  Blaek  River  Vklls,  two  yeara  at  tbe  Lake  Street  Chnreb,  in  Ban  Claire,  then  baek  to  Blaek  River  Falla  two 
years,  and  in  Minenil  Point  two  years,  coming  to  La  Cro-s.se,  the  second  time,  Oct.  1 . 1880.  He  wa.s  married, 
in  18<i7,  to  Mi.ss  Hattio,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Monroe,  of  Monroe,  Green  Co..  Wis.,  and  has  one  son, 
Willie. 

JOII\  A.  BALI..4KI>,  n.  wa.sl)ornin  Fryeburg,  Oxford  Co..  Me.,  Feb.  11,  1842. 

reaidiu<;  tlit-re  and  receiving  an  academic  iducatinn  previous  to  hia  entering  the  war  in  18(5;^.  Enlisted  in 
Co.  K,  of  the  3d  Maine,  and  served  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  the  baule  of  the 
Wilderness  to  the  batilea  around  Petersburg,  and  was  at  Appomattox  at  tbe  anrrender  of  Qen.  Lee.  Aiker 
the  war,  he  spent  a  winter  in  Massachusetts;  then  be  came  to  River  Falls,  Wis.,  wbere  be  eontin- 
tinned  the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  had  jtreviously  taken  up  with  his  brother,  a  practicing  phys-ician 
of  that  place.  In  September,  1866,  he  entered  the  Chicagp  Medical  School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
Mardi,  iWS.  JmrnmaUllj  fUtowing  hia  graduation,  ho  waa  fbr  aiz  aootha  honae  pbyaidan  and  awgean 
in  Mercgr  BaapitBl,  CIdoigo,  after  wtSeb  h«  t^entCwo  yeara  in  Cbieago,  following  tbe  praetioe  of  nedidne, 
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and  also  being  the  Saperintendent  of  the  Inebriate  Asylum,  after  which  he  removed  to  La  Croese,  since 
which  date  be  has  dnvflted  bis  time  and  skill  to  the  piMtioe  of  medicine.  Mr.  Bdlud  was  married  in 
Chicago,  Not.  19, 1868,  to  Mm  Honrktte  £.  Sotw,  a  aiMcr  cf  W.  A.  Sator,  a  praaat  noidaal  of  La 

Crosse. 

J.  II.  BARCLAIT,  lumberman  ;  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Croaae  rinoe  November,  1856.  He 
WM  bvni  io  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1822 ;  in  the  fiUl  of  1853,  be  temoved  to  La  Poite,  lod.,  and 
etmo  firon  tmra  to  Le  Crmm.   He  ia  a  UMkamith  by  trade,  and,  in  1857,  bebooght  atbopia  La  Crowe, 

and  carried  on  the  businegs  till  1859,  then  sold  out,  and,  in  the  summer  of  1860,  in  company  with  Ban- 
tam, built  a  plow-ehop  on  Third  street,  opposite  the  court  house,  and  carried  on  the  business  under  the 
Ann  OMMOf  Bvelay  &  Bantam  for  two  yeen;  then  sold  out  his  interest  and  worked  one  year  for  the 
Packet  Company,  making  r<'pairs.  He  then  went  to  St,  Paul  and  started  a  shop  for  the  St.  Paul  k 
Paci6c  Railroad  Company,  and  worked  there  two  seasons.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  he  again  went  into  the 
plow  basine!>s  in  company  with  A.  Hirshbdmer,  who  also  owned  with  him  a  one-half  interest  in  a  eaw-miU 
at  Lansing,  Iowa,  in  January,  1880,  they  diaeolved  partnership,  he  taking  the  lumber  bosiDess  and  Mr. 
H.  the  plow  business.  Has  only  one  child— John  Clayton,  now  in  the  lumber  borineei  in  Lansing,  Iowa. 
Jin.  Barclay  was  Rhoda  8.  Congor,  of  Cortland,  N  Y. 

W*  JHL  BABBOHf  di^on  freight  agent  of  the  Southern  Minneeota  Division  of  the  CUease^ 
Ifflvaidcee  &  St  Paol  Baihroad,  bea  been  in  diarge  of  the  fte^t  depntnent  of  the  Sottthem  Minnenta 
Bailroad  since  1868,  and  a  resident  of  La  Crosnc  since  March,  1857,  and  has  been  enpageil  on  the  river, 
and  railroading  most  of  the  time  since  he  came  here.  He  id  a  native  of  Washington,  Orange  Co.,  Vu, 
and  came  from  there  to  La  Croaee. 

FKA!VK  BARTIj,  foreman  in  the  Empire  Brewery;  was  bom  in  Bohemia  in  1833  ;  c»mc  to 
the  United  States  in  lHt>8,  and  settled  io  Wisoonsin  ;  has  been  in  La  Crosse  since  1874.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Germany,  in  1867,  to  Mary  Rank,  and  has  four  children — Anna,  Frank,  Joseph  and  Marj.  BQl 
father  was  Qeorge  Bartl,  and  he  has  been  working  at  the  brewing  business  since  he  was  14  yean  old. 

F.  A.  BATE!9f  fireman ;  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rai)- 
rosd  Company  since  1H59.  He  was  born  Aug.  20,  18;-I7,  in  Portlam!,  Me  ,  where  his  father,  Nathaniel 
Batee,  died  in  Jnlv,  1854,  at  the  age  of  45.  Mrs.  Bates,  whose  maiden  name  was  Qynthia  BarMow,  is 
aUll  living  in  La  Ore— e  with  her  son,  n  the  84th  year  of  her  afige.  Mr.  Bates  esme  fton  Portlaad  to 
Wisconsin  in  1859;  lived  in  Milwaukee  one  yonr,  coining  to  I^a  Crosse  in  I860.  He  has  worked  in  Aa 
roundhouse  a  portion  of  the  time,  but  has  been  tiring  on  the  road  the  last  sevea  years.  He  was  married, 
Jnoa  29,  1871,  in  La  Crosse,  to  Martha  Ann  Qrover,  daughter  of  WflHan  Orover,  of  La  Croese.  She 
WSS  bom  in  London,  Eng.,  in  1842,  and  came  to  the  United  with  her  parents  in  1849.  Have  n  >  chiMrea. 
H.  K.  Bates,  brother  of  F.  A.,  is  now  ma.ster  m<>chunie  on  the  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  Si  Gult  Kaiin^ad. 

H-  BEAN,  foreman  in  the  saw-mill  uf  John  Paul,  has  been  in  his  present  situation  sinct"  1 876, 
and  a  nadent  of  La  GroMO  since  1865 ;  he  was  bom  in  Franklin,  Belknap  Co.,  N.  H.,  in  1845,  son  of 
Redmond  Bean;  eame  to  Wisoonnn  in  January,  1864.  Was  married,  April  9,  1870,  in  Brownsville, 
Minn.,  to  Mi«8  Mary  Kjan  of  that  place,  and  has  two  children — Ai  and  Marv. 

iHYIiYAmilS  BEAN,  millwright,  has  raided  in  La  Crosse  sinoe  February,  1861 ;  be  was  firtt 
here  in  the  fUl  of  1855,  (br  a  few  weeks ;  then  went  to  St.  Anthony's  Flslls,  Minn.,  and  latimied  in  1861. 
He  wa.«  born  in  Merrimack,  N.  H.,  in  1827,  son  of  Redmond  Bean.  Ticarned  hia  trade  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  worked  at  it  till  he  came  to  I>a  Crosse  ;  has  two  children — Nina  Gertrade  and  Olive  A.  Mrt. 
Bean's  maiden  nanie  wa«  Susan  L.  Austin. 

S.  BECKER,  grain  and  produce  dealer,  Front  street,  between  Main  and  State,  has  hoen  in  the 
eity  of  La  Crosse  since  1877  ;  he  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  born  in  18ii4,  and  came  to  the  United  St;U<-s  in 
1855.  He  lived  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  ona]f«ar ;  thM  Went  to  Milwaukee  and  remained  there  till  1860  ;  be  came 
from  there  to  La  Crosse  and  stayed  one  year ;  then  went  to  Trempealeau,  Wis.  Was  manried  there  in  1863,  to 
Miss  Emma  Sslomon,  of  St.  rsul,  and  came  from  there  beck  to  La  Crosse  in  1877 ;  hss  four  cbildrm" 
Jaaob,  Allx  Tt.  Cora  and  Ida. 

£•  A.  BBCK  WITH«  commission  merchant  and  dealer  in  second-hand  goods  in  Boma'a  Block. 
!niird  street,  WSS  bom  fai  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828;  sonof  Miner  York  BetAwith,  who  moved  to  MiehigM 
in  1836.  and  died  there  in  1855,  at  the  ago  of  54.  K.  M.  Beckwith  learned  the  ship-carjx'nter's  trade  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  worked  at  the  bu.sincss  till  1873;  was  in  buijine^s  for  hiraw^lf  in  Racine,  Wis.,  from 
isr)()  to  1860,  and  in  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  from  18G0  to  1872.  In  1873, he  was  in  Duluth,  Minn.,  buiJd- 
in|_'  dredges  for  the  N.  P.  K.  K.  Co.  He  lived  indifferent  places  in  Minnesota  till  January,  1881,  and  <inc« 
then  baa  been  in  business  in  La  Crosse.  His  first  wife  was  Uelen  Bowman,  uf  Haciae,  Wis.;  she  died  to 
1878,  leaving  eight  obildcen.  His  seomid  wift  was  Jnlb  B.  SeKqr,  of  Blaa  Bmh  Co.,  Warn. 
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BENSOW  BROTHERS,  mcrchanta  and  proprietors  of  the  Variety  Store,  No.  20  Main  street, 
hKvo  been  ia  boaiiieH  in  La  Crome  ainoe  Maj,  1880.  The  firm  is  oompomd  of  two  broUien,  Ivar  and 
Bonit  Bsmon,  both  bora  in  Norway,  sora  of  Bent  BemoB,  wbo  died  in  Norwiy  ia  1860.  Tmj  cmbo  to 
America  in  1875,  and  hare  llTed  io  Wisconsin  ever  since,  and  are  both  unmarried.  They  have  one  brother, 
B.  M.  Benson,  in  the  mercantile  buiiieaa  in  Dorcheeter,  Clark  Co.,  Wis.,  and  another,  Emanuel  Benson, 
«Dgaged  in  farming;  near  San  PrenoiNO,  €U. 

JOHN  BE WSOM,  contractor  and  fltone-mason  ;  wns  born  in  1826  in  Nonvay,  where  he  learned 
his  trade,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1861,  since  which  time  be  baa  resided  in  La  Cruflse.  He  was 
married  in  1866,  to  Sarah  Ann  Iverson,  daogbter  of  Iver  Iverson;  she  also  was  born  in  Norway,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1860  ;  they  have  two  childrea — Ids  Beosoo  end  Jacob  Bemhart  Benson.  John's 
ftther,  B.  Benaon,  came  to  the  United  States  io  1871,  and  now  lives  in  Douglas  Co.,  Minn. 

NIELM  ELTAS  BENSSON,  cooper  and  stockholder  in  the  La  Croaac  Co-operative  Barrel 
Maottfactoring  Co.;  was  born  io  Norway  in  1844  i  sod  of  Bendit  Andress  Nelson,  who  is  still  Uv- 
log  in  Norway,  Norttand  Anit;  came  to  the  United  States  io  1870;  settled  in  Iianiing,  Iowa,  and 
raided  there  till  September,  1880,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  in  1870,  in  Nor- 
way, in  his  native  town,  to  Eliane  Olson,  also  a  native  of  Norway.  Learned  his  trade  of  his  father,  who 
was  a  carpenter  and  cooper. 

JTDQE  C.  S.  BEIVTOIW,  was  born  July  12,  1810,  in  Fryeburg,  Oxford  Co.,  Maine.  In 
1824,  was  moved  by  hia  mother  and  brother  to  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  commenced  to  learn  the  tan- 
ner's trade.  In  1^0,  he  abandoned  the  Irasineia  snd  commenced  to  study  law,  and,  in  1835,  was 
admitted  to  pfaetioe  in  the  Coort  of  C!ommon  Pleas,  and,  in  1836,  waa  admitted  to  the  Sunreme  Coort. 
In  1837,  was  appointed  Surrogate  by  Gov.  Marcy.  In  1842,  waji  elected  to  the  Twenty-eighth  Congress 
from  the  Seventeenth  Congressional  District;  w;t8  re-elected  in  1844  to  (hi:-.  Twmty  ninth  Con^re.s,«.  In 
1847,  was  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  place  he  held  two  terms.  In  1855,  be  came  to  Mil- 
waukee  and  bonght  a  one-tlmd  interest  in  the  A^tos,  and  edited  the  paper  one  year.  In  1856,  was 
jqppointed  Raster  of  Land  in  La  Crosse,  by  President  Picrci^,  which  office  he  held  until  Lincoln's  admin- 
irtntton.  Id  1865,  he  moved  to  Qalesburg,  111.,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  then  returned  to 
La  Croasa.  In  1873,  he  waa  eleotad  County  Judge  in  La  Croeae  County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1874,  bvt 
did  not  serve  ont  his  term  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  resifjned  in  February,  1880.  Judge  Benton  com- 
menced editorial  work  in  1832.  in  New  Fork  State,  where  he  wa.s  ciditor  of  the  Mohawk  Courier  and 
Little  Falls  OwkUb  ftr  two  years;  waa  editor  and  correspondent  for  the  Couritr  until  lia  eaaA  WeaL 
Jmlg^  BsBton  waa  married  in  1840  to  Emeline  Fuller,  of  Little  Falls,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  who  is 
worn  a  nienber  of  the  firm  of  Benton,  Gove  k  Go.,  of  HilwMlMe.  Judge  Benton  was  married  again  in 
1853,  at  Oiwqgo,  to  HiM  BUsabeth  B.  Bagnolda,  by  whom  ho  baa  had  one  son,  who  it  a  naldaat  of  Ia 
Crosae. 

H.  BBBdSBTH,  cooper  and  stoekholdor  in  the  La  Crosse  Oo-operative  Barrel  MannAwtnring 

Co.;  was  bom  in  Norway  in  1845,  .son  of  H.  Bergseth,  Sr.;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873  ;  settled  in 
Lanesboro,  Minn.,  and  resided  there  till  February,  1881 ;  bought  into  this  company  in  December,  1880. 
He  waa  married  in  Norway  to  Paulina  Peterson  ;  has  two  ehildren — Albert  and  Sigurd. 

FRANK  BEKkKXMEVER,  saloon-keeper;  is  a  native  of  Baden,  rTermany,bom  in  1834  ; 
came  to  the  United  States  in  18.'>7  ;  lived  one  year  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  then  went  to  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
Md  came  fVom  there  to  La  Crosse  in  1859 ;  he  lived  on  a  farm  three  and  a  half  miles  from  town  till  1868, 
and  siaoa  that  hss  resided  in  the  dty.  Got.  10,  1863,  he  married  Mrs.  Virginia  Nsgie,  who  oame  to  La 
Croasa  ftom  Franoe  with  her  first  husband,  Loaix  Oliver,  in  June,  1847.  Mr.  OiiTor  died  soon  after,  and 
she  married  Charha  Na>_'li-,  who  had  been  some  time  in  La  Crosse ;  he  died  in  March,  1861,  leaving;  three 
ehildren.  Mr.  Berkenmeyer  has  two  children — Frank  and  Virginia.  He  waa  Joatioe  of  the  Peace  in  the 
town  of  Sheilnr  fai  1866-67. 

JOH^  P.  BIRD,  Principal  of  the  Thin!  District  School  of  La  Crosse  ;  has  been  in  his  present 
position  since  187t5  ;  for  one  year  previous  to  that,  he  wiw  Principal  of  the  Fifth  District  School.  He  waa 
born  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  in  1845;  his  father,  William  Bird,  removed  to  .Martin  Co.,  Minn.,  in  1865, 
and  died  there  in  IST'.*.  I'rnf.  Bird  is  a  irraduateof  the  MinneMta  State  Normal  School  at  Mankato,  Class 
of  1871,  and  has  been  teaching  since  that  time.  In  1880,  he  graduated  from  the  National  School  of  Elo- 
cution and  Omtoiy  at  PhibdmphM.  He  waa  mairiad  in  DoMmber,  1879,  to  Hden  R.  Hauoom,  of  La 
Crosse. 

R.  R.  BliACKHAH,  proprietor  of  boarding  hoose  on  Windsor  street,  at  the  head  North 
Third  street  ;  is  a  native  of  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.  His  parents  movid  to  Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y.,  when  he 
-waa  7  yoars  of  sge.   Ue  came  to  Wiaooosio  in  1867,  and  was  in  La  Crosae  from  August  to  Deoember^ 
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thoD  came  again  in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  has  redded  here  siaoe,  except  6ve  years,  firom  1870  to  1879, 
in  Tronipcaleaii  Co.  He  whs  married  in  La  Crosse,  May  17, 1868,  to  Mrs.  Jane  Flynn,  daufrhtor  of  David 
Young,  who  removed  Iroui  I'ennsylvania  to  Iowa  in  1840.  She  whb  born  in  Lawrenec  Co.,  Peoo.,  in 
1836.  Her  first  husband,  John  Flynn,  was  a  native  of  Vermont  ;  son  of  Thomaa  Flynn,  and  came  to 
La  CiOM  in  1857.  In  August,  1861,  he  enliated  io  the  8th  W.  Y.  I.  (Eaele  Regiment),  Co.  I ;  re-en- 
luted  in  the  Yetenn  Corp«,  and  died  Au^.  22,  1865,  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  while  home  on  furlough,  at  the 
age  of  27.  He  left  two  children — William  Edward,  now  living  in  La  Crosse,  and  Coim  B.,  Bow  Mia 
£dward  Montgoroeiy,  of  La  Croaee.    Mr.  Blaokman  baa  one  child — Mary      at  home. 

OIiITBR  P.  BliAlfClIAKD,  engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Mflwankee  ft  Si.  Fknl  Railroad ; 
has  been  !i  resident  of  L;i  Ctks^c  sinee  1H75,  and  has  been  working  on  this  road  since  IS.'iO.  CommcDced 
firing  in  1862,  and  has  been  running  an  engine  since  1867.  He  was  bom  io  St.  Johnsburg,  Vt.,  in  1844. 
Hie  lather,  Alfred  R.  BUnohard,  came  to  Wiseonain  in  1865 ;  lived  in  Wateitown  one  winter,  thM 
removed  to  Beaver  Dam,  where  he  still  nsidcH.  Mr.  Blanehard  married  in  Fllldeevillei  Wla.,  Ufa 
Sarah  Connor,  of  Berlin,  Wi«.,  and  has  two  children — Morris  and  Fred. 

Mjm  jD«  BJLANCHARD,  engineer  on  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  ;  has  worked  en 
tUa  itNui  ainoe  1856,  exoept  five  months  in  1859  ;  has  been  running  an  engine  since  1863  ;  born  in  St.  Johns- 
barg  Center,  Caledonia  On.,  Tl.^  in  1838 ;  came  to  Wiseonain  in  1855  with  his  father,  Alfred  R.  Blaneh- 
ard, who  settled  in  Beaver  Dam,  where  he  still  resides.  In  June,  ISfiS,  Mr.  Blanehard  married  Miss 
Aimira,  daughter  of  William  M.  Johnson,  a  native  of  Colombia  Co.,  Penn.,  who  came  to  Wiaoonain  in 
Hardi,  1856,  and  aetded  in  Beaver  Dam ;  now  reaidea  in  La  Ctorm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanehard  have  two 
child  ren — Stella  and  Bell  (twins),  born  in  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  July  21.  1850.  Both  sureciwful 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse,  and  graduates  of  the  La  Crosse  High  School,  Class  of  1877, 
Prof.  B.  M.  Reynolds,  Principal. 

ROBERT  BL.4SHEK,  proprietor  of  the  La  Crosse  Woolen  Mills,  on  Ei-:hth  street, 
between  Market  and  Winneba^^o  ;  wa.-<  burn  in  Austria  in  April,  1853.  Uis father,  France  Blashek,  came  to 
the  United  Statea  io  1859,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse  April  25.  He  immediatd^  commenced  building  the 
maohimiy  ibr  a  woolen-mUl,  which  he  erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  and  where  he  carri^l  on 
hnaineM  tOI  hia  death,  June  19,  1875.  Robert  worked  in  the  mill  with  his  father  from  the  time  be  waa 
S  years  old,  and  haa  earned  on  the  business  since  his  father's  death.  He  is  doing  custom  work,  and  alao 
huyioff  yroci  and  manufiMtaring.  He  ia  unmarried,  and  Uvea  with  hie  mother,  who  owna  an  intecnai  ia 
the  mnl.   His  brother  Emeat,  who  ia  living  with  them,  ia  a  oompoeer  and  alao  a  teacher  of  violin  mnaia 

X.  ItO^HA,  •rroecr  and  (general  merch:ui(  .  w;i.h  born  in  Baden,  tiermany,  in  1844;  son  of  Chri^ 
tian  Boma ;  came  to  America  in  1868,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  La  Croese  Co.,  whem 
he  resided  seven  years,  since  which  time  be  liaa  been  in  the  oi^  and  in  his  present  hoainaaa.  He  waa 
married  in  U  Crome,  in  1875,  to  Miaa  M.  KoUer,  jiai^ter  of  Hidiael  KoUar,  and  haa  two  ehildnQ— 
Dora  and  Emil. 

BHIIj  M»  BOBBESiON,  was  bom  in  Lillehammer,  Norway,  emigrating  in  1868.  Afit-r 
fbUowiag  meNantUe  pursuits  for  two  yeara,  he  entered  the  Batavian  Bank  as  book-keeper,  which  place  he 
iUed  with  |n«Bt  aooeptanoe,  both  to  the  bank  and  to  the  public  for  nine  years,  until  the  establishment  of 
the  pref  i  tit  i^u!i>in('y.s  of  Holley  &  Borresou. 

SJJIOJW  BOBBBSON,  shoemaker  i  ia  a  native  of  Norway  i  bom  in  1853;  came  to  the 
United  Stetea  in  Jnne,  1873,  and  baa  reaided  in  La  Croese  ainoe  that  time ;  haa  been  in  hnajneaa  ainee 
1874;  learned  his  trade  in  Norway  of  hi.s  father  Barre  Olson  (Suthersven),  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1S76,  and  now  lives  in  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Borresou  was  married  in  1874,  to  Miss  Johanna  John- 
BOD,  ill  HO  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1874.    Owna  hia  shop  on  North  Third  street 

P.  -4.  BOKKKSKX,  jeweler  and  watchninkt  r.  No.  26  South  Third  street,  has  been  in  bu-siness 
in  hl'i  present  location  -since  September.  1879.  He  w;i«  born  in  Norway  in  1835,  son  of  B.  II.  Borreseo; 
learned  his  trade  in  the  city  of  Christiania,  and  came  to  America  in  1872,  arriving  in  New  York  Ci^oa 
the  12th  of  July.  He  located  at  Bed  Wing,  Minn.,  where  he  reaided  till  he  came  to  La  Croese  in  Septem- 
ber, 1879.  He  waa  married  in  La  Croese  in  1878,  to  Josephine  Oslgaard,  and  has  one  son,  llans  Boq^ 
Blias. 

BEV.  EDWABD  BOBGEN,  Assistant  Pastor  of  the  Norwenan  Church  of  La  Croaae,  waa 

bom  in  1852,  in  Spydebei^,  Smaalenene,  Norway,  son  of  Erik  Bor|i;en,  who  died  in  Norway  in  1876.  Mr. 
Borpcn  received  only  a  common-school  edut  ation  in  Norway,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  l>^t!3.  lie 
lived  one  and  a  half  years  in  Rock  Co.,  Wis.,  and  from  there  went  to  Decorab,  Iowa  ;  entered  the  Norwe- 
pan  Lutheran  College  at  that  place  in  the  fall  of  1871,  and  gndoaled  in  1876.  He  then  antend  Con- 
cordia Seminary,  at  St  Lonia,  Mo.,  and  gradaated  fWm  then  in  the  apring  of  1879.  The  aame  jear  ha 
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was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and  aoomted  a  call  from  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church  of  La  Crosse,  where 
he  still  coDtinaes.  He  was  marriM^  8*P^  1880,  in  Deoorab,  Iowa,  to  Miw  Ambjbdre  (Emma)  To- 
biiMo,  daugbter  of  Roland  Tobiason,  who  oame  to  the  United  Btatw  in  1850,  and  is  atill  liTing  n«ar  De- 
flonh.    He  was  from  Slidre,  Valdera,  Xorway. 

J  AMIRS  BOYCOTT,  proprietor  of  Bojrcott  s  job  printing  office,  corner  of  Second  and  Main 
gtreeti,  haa  been  a  resident  of  La  (Crosse  ainoe  0«t.  1,  1856.  He  was  born  in  1888,ia  Shropshire,  Eng., 
parish  of  Condnvcr,  son  of  William  Boycott ;  cami-  to  the  United  States  in  1849  ;  commenced  the  printing 
buMioeaa  iu  Boston,  Mass.,  and  remained  there  till  the  spring  uf  lS5t) ;  then  went  to  Chicago  and  worlcMi 
in  different  job  offices  till  the  Ist  of  the  next  OsiolMr,  aiul  lia.H  been  in  La  CroHse  since.  He  was  married 
in  Ruston.  ()i-t()ber,  1857,  to  Mary  Ann  Lintott,  ti  native  of  Ltiwiji.  Eng.,  near  London;  has  two  children, 
Waller  J.  and  William  E.  lie  was  in  the  pbotograoh  business  from  the  time  be  came  to  La  Crosse  till 
1877;  waa  oonnsetad  with  Pomm^t  Jkmoerat  till  Bfareh,  1880,  and  startsd  his  present  iMisinaas  lha  June 
following. 

JACOB  BRABA^DKR,  cooper,  Second  street,  near  King,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Ctime 
mam  1857,  and  has  been  in  the  same  business  during  the  whole  time.  He  wa.s  horn  in  Laxembarg,  Ger- 
many, in  1822,  son  of  Peter  Brabander,  also  a  oooper.  Jacob  learned  his  trade  of  his  father,  and  spent 
Kven  or  eight  years  working  at  his  trade  in  different  parts  of  Europe ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1856, 
and  lived  one  year  in  Port  Washington,  Wis.,  before  coining  to  La  Crosse.  His  first  wife  was  Katie 
Bashard.  She  died  in  1872,  leaving  three  ohildren — Bertha  ^now  in  Germany),  Minnie  (now  the  wife  of 
John  M.  Childres,  of  La  Crosse)  and  Maiy.  His  second  wife  wss  Anna  Berkhatis.  She  died  June  7 , 
1879,  K'uvitig  four  ohildri  n— Jacob,  Annie,  Louisa  and  Katie. 

pAVID  W,  BBADLEY*  painter,  shop  on  Second  street,  between  Main  and  Stats,  waa 
bom  in  Kingston,  Canada  West,  in  1848,  son  of  Wilnam  Bradley,  who  now  lives  in  Greene  Co.,  Towa. 
Mr.  Bnnlley  came  to  Lii  Cros.M>  in  the  fall  of  18(19,  and  worked  at  hii4  trailo  till  the  spring  of  187tt  ;  then 
went  to  Whitewater,  Wis.,  and  followed  the  same  business  till  1879.  He  then  went  on  a  farm  in  Yernoa 
Oonnty,  which  he  still  owns;  started  his  present  shop  in  La  Orosse,  Msreh  1, 1881.  He  was  married  in 
June.  1871,  in  La  Cmsso,  t<.  M.iry  Ann  Flynu,  and  has  two  children,  Margaret  and  John  Melville  ;  has 
lost  six.  He  was  in  Government  employ  ia  Mootaoa  and  Colorado  in  1863-65,  and  was  employed  in 
nwlting^woitcs  there  in  1866  and  1867. 

A.  BRAKKI*%  jeweler,  wan  born  in  Norway  in  1835;  learned  his  trade  in  Norway  and  worked 
at  it  there  till  18G7  ;  then  came  tu  America.  lie  lived  one  year  in  Chicago;  then  came  to  La  Crosae, 
where  he  has  been  in  businesa  ever  mnce,  except  two  years,  io  1875  and  1876.  He  was  married  in  La 
Crosse  in  1869,  to  Mary  Potcrson,  :»nd  hn.^  two  children — Matilda  and  RWeo.  His  father's  name  WSS  Joho 
Yohnson  Bnikkc,  the  last  name  i  Brakkej  being  the  old  Norwegian  farm  name. 

REV.  L.  \V.  BRKwIlAn,  I'lwtor  of  St  Paul's  i  IJniversalist  t  Church,  is  a  native  of  Khnore, 
Lamoille  Co.,  Vt.,  was  born  May  L'5,  1841.  son  of  Elisha  W.  Brigham,  who  died  Oct.  13.  1848,  aged 
34  years.  Hi.s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  wiw  Elizabeth  L.  Faunce,  ia  still  living  at  Northfield,  Vt.,  at 
the  age  of  66.  Mr.  Brigham  was  educated  at  We.st  Randolph,  Koyalton  and  West  Brattleboro,  Vt..  and 
rweivcd  hU  theological  education  under  Rev.  C.  W.  Emerson  and  Rev.  ().  B.  Allis,  Congregational  clergy- 
men of  that  State.  Ho  commenced  his  ministry  in  May,  1804,  under  a  license  from  the  Royalton  Asso- 
eistionaf  Oongrcj^tii  :ial  ministers,  and  later  received  a  license  from  the  Orleans  Association  (also  Coogre- 
RStionsl),  and  preache<i  in  North  Troy  and  Dover,  Vt.,  till  1868.  He  then  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Usivenalist  Church,  and  wa.s  ordained  July  1,  1868,  by  an  ecclesiastical  council  composed  of  Unitarian 
and  UniveraaliBt  ministers,  according  to  the  asages  of  the  Congregational  Churches  of  Massachusetts. 
\tin  that,  he  was  located  at  West  Cummington,  Mass.,  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  Whately,  Mass.,  ooming  to 
U  Crosse  Aug.  1, 1874.  He  has  been  actively  engaged  in  tempcranee  work  fbr  several  years ;  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Encampment  department  of  the  order  of  Odd  Follows  in  Vermont  and  an  elective  officer  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin.  He  is  also  President  of  the  Wisconsin  Unirenaltst  State  Convention, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Hisrions.  Mm.  Brigham  was  Miss  Etta  M.  Hnbbard,  of  Vermont. 
They  have  two  children — L.  Ward  and  Bret  H.;  lost  one  in  October,  1874 — Guy  died,  .".god  4  months. 

JOHN  BBINDLEYf  attorney  and  counselor  at  Uw,  and  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Fruit  & 
Briadloy,  was  born  near  Boaeobel,  Qrant  Co.,  Wis.,  April  18, 1850 ;  graduated  from  the  State  Oniveirity 
in  1874;  wius  Prin(?ipal  of  Lone  Rock  Graded  School  in  1870,  Lancaster  High  School  in  1874-76,  Bos- 
oobal  High  School  in  1877  and  1878;  elected  to  the  Assembly  from  Grant  County  for  1879  and  re- 
slseted  fbr  1880.  He  atodled  kw  with  Hon.  George  C.  Haileton,  of  Boeeohd,  Wk,  and  eommeiioed 
paetioa  then  ia  1878,  where  he  contboed  till  Jane  1, 1880,  when  the  present  boriness  eonneotion  waa 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES: 


JOHK  U.  BBISl^TO  W,  blaokamitii,  Rose  atxwt,  North  La  Croaw,  has  worked  at  his  uvde  in 
the  eity  sinee  May,  18S9,  and  hai  Men  io  North  La  CroiBa  rinoe  1872.    He  waa  bora  in  Upper  Canada 

in  1833;  «<  n  of  Kil\v;\rJ  Rri.stow  who  is  still  livin.'  in  Canada.  Mr.  Bristnw  wi  iit  tn  Michigan  in  1S51. 
learned  his  trade  there,  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Croese  io 
1859.  He  waa  married  in  1866,  in  La  Crosae,  to  Elixa  Braokett  and  haa  aeven  ehOdien— Alice  A., 
Jes.sie  L.,  Hattie  B.,  Fannie  M.,  William  II.,  John,  and  an  infant  not  named. 

W.  H.  BROCKliISSf  8aluoQ-keei>cr,  No.  10  Pearl  street,  came  lo  La  Croase  in  the  summer 
of  18.55,  started  a  saloon  and  reatanrant  the  same  year,  and  haa  been  io  the  saloon  business  everatnoe.  He 
first  bou^^ht  a  frame  huildin)?  on  his  present  location,  which  burned  in  18<jl.  He  rebuilt  the  same  ye.-^r  i 
two-8toi  v  tirick,  'Jnx.'i^,  which  he  btill  occupies.  He  w«.>i  born  in  London,  Kne;.,  in  1814,  son  of  William 
H.  Br(K-kli.ssi,  who  eamt-  to  America  in  1845,  and  settled  in  Le«  Co.,  Iowa.  He  died  in  Boriington,  Iowa, 
in  185<<.  W.  H.  Brockli.ss  came  to  the  United  St^ites  in  1H48,  landing  in  Xew  Orleans  on  the  2d  day  of 
July;  went  direct  to  Iowa  and  rasided  there  till  the  summer  of  18.")2,  then  went  to  California  across  tbe 
plains  and  remained  till  tbe  ^[iring  of  1855,  when  he  returned  to  the  Stat^ts,  arrinng  in  La  Crosse  in  May, 
hi«  family  having  removed  here  from  Iowa  io  the  summer  of  1854.  He  has  two  children — Sarah  Jane, 
now  Mrs.  O.scar  Wiiwinj^er,  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  and  Letitia,  now  Mrs.  V.  A.  Bigelow,  of  La  Crosse.  Mr. 
Brodtlisi  vi-ds  married  in  St.  George's  Church,  'Baoover  square,  London,  Aug.  22, 1835,  to  Haria  Wind- 
wood,  a  native  of  .^t<>we  Market,  Suffolk,  Eng. 

J,  J.  BKO \VN,  cooper  and  Htockholder  in  the  "  La  Crosse  Co-operattre  Barrel  Manoiactnrinie 
Co.,"  was  born  in  the  city  of  Chur,  Switzerland,  son  of  Christian  Brown,  who  died  io  Switxerland  in  1854. 
Mr.  Brown  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  lived  three  years  in  Uaaomaoie,  Dane  Co.,  Wis.,  then 
three  years  in  Rnshfbrd,  Minn.,  and  came  to  La  Craase  in  1879.  He  waa  married  in  1878,  in  Maaomanie, 
to  Mi.ss  Ada  Coon,  daughter  of  Mvron  Coon,  of  that  place.    TI;i-  one  child — Seaman 

BEKJAHIN  FBlillKClI  BBI'AINT.  Distriot  Attorney  of  U  Cioase  County,  was  bom  at 
Rookland,  Me. ,  Sept.  3, 1 837.  He  reeeiTed  his  edaeatton  at  the  common  sehools  and  at  the  Maine  Werieyaa 
Seminary  at  Kent.s  llill,  and  Buwdoiii  Colletre,  at  Briin-swick,  Maine.  In  June.  1^61,  he  went  to  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  his  parents  had  moved  a  few  years  previous.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  101st  Ohio  V.  I., 
August,  1862,  and  asrred  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  nntil  the  etoee  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out 
the  latter  part  of  June,  IRiI"  He  was  Serjeant,  First  Jjieutcnant  and  Captain.  After  going  to  Ohio 
before  the  war,  and  ui>on  returning  after  tbe  war,  be  Htudied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  tbe 
sesrion  of  tbe  Hnron  Co.  District  Court,  in  the  spring  of  1866.  He  moved  to  La  Crosse  in  May,  1868, 
and  has  praetin  d  law  here  since  that  time.  He  held  the  office  of  County  Judge  for  four  year?,  n^ceivin^ 
his  appointment  by  tin-  (iovernor  in  1870,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  a  resignation.  Was  clect«d  District 
Attorney  in  1873.  In  April,  1875,  he  resigned  this  office  and  was  appointed  Pension  Agent  at  this  plaee. 
Held  this  position  until  July,  1877,  when  the  office  ceased  to  exist  here  by  the  consolidation  of  a  number 
of  penriion  agencies.  In  1877,  he  wa.s  re-electe<i  as  l)i.strict  Attorney,  which  office  ho  has  since  held.  Io 
1872,  be  was  appoint«d  Aid-de^mp  on  the  (Governor's  Stafl^.  with  tiu-  rank  of  Colonel,  by  Qor.  C  C 
Washburn,  and  in  1878  he  wa.s  appointed  to  the  .«ianjc  jiosition  by  (iov.  W.  E.  Smith. 

A.  BUCKliK«  furniture  deaUr  and  undertaker,  was  born  in  1827  in  Baden,  Germany;  came  to 
America  in  1848,  and  spent  about  a  year  and  a  half  in  different  States,  then  settled  down  in  Cineinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  till  1855.  when  be  came  to  La  Crosse  and  has  resided  in  this  city  evo-  sioee. 
He  worked  for  other  parties  at  the  furniture  business  three  years,  and  since  1858,  has  carried  on  the  boa- 
ness  bimi'eir    He  ss  is  m  irried  in  Cincinnati,  April  25,  1850,  to  Theresa  Bendler,  and  has  no  children. 

WlIiLIAn.  BLISL)  carpenter  and  joiner,  has  been  Constable  and  City  Wood  Measurer  ftr 
the  last  ten  years.  He  was  born  in  Switserland  in  1828,  and  came  to  America  in  1849.  He  lived  cue 
year  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  one  year  at  Highland,  III.,  three  years  at  Marine  Hill,  Minn.,  and  two  years  »t 
Stillwater,  Minn,  He  was  then  on  the  N.  P.  B.  B.  till  1859,  ainoe  which  time  he  haa  resided  ia 
La  Crosse,  except  one  year  in  Bangor  and  ihree  years  in  La  Cresoent,  Minn. ;  learned  the  eaipsnlsf^s 
tr;i>I('  iti  the  old  country  and  ha.s  always  followed  that  hu.'^iness.  He  was  married  in  St.  Louis  ill  1849,  tS 
Judith  Stuta,  and  has  had  thirteen  obildren,  fonr  living — tieorge,  Man,  Albert  and  Liaiie. 

WHililAH  9.  BVBIIOUCIHS,  attorney  and  connselor  at  law,  was  born  in  SbalerrSe. 
Portag*'  Co..  Ohio,  .luly  7,  1837.  His  father,  Ira  Burrougli.*,  wa.s  1  y  oc  -upation  a  farmer.  In  \^7tfl.  he 
togeiher  with  his  parents,  removed  to  Illinois,  where'farming  was  still  pursued.  In  1857,  Mr.  Bunoeglu 
came  to  La  Croasa  and  entered  tbe  law  firm  of  Dsmson  k  Lyndes,  as  a  student  He  studied  km  wnh 
this  firm  until  the  spring  of  1859,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  V)ar,  after  which  he  returned  to  hi»  psr- 
ents  in  Illinois,  and  after  remaining  there  a  short  time,  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  spent  part  of  the 
yeara  1860  and  1861,  returning  again  to  La  Crosse  in  the  aunaer  of  1861.  In  NoTenbsr  «f  that  year,  hs 
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eatnwd  into  partDenbip  with  Mr.  Lyndes,  of  the  old  firm  of  Deaiaon  &  Lyndes,  Mr.  I>eaiMn  having  been 
kin«d  thfovgii  i1m  nriA^  of  a  dilute,  wklle  Mibg  «ft  MonMni  Ooolhy,  in  the  tmmn  «f  1869.  ThU 
IMTtnership  existed  niia  the  fin*  of  May,  1876,  when  It  wm  diwotTed,  nnoe  wbkli  tfane  he  haa  aootisMd 

practice  alone. 

JOfStEPH  BVBGEBIIEISTER,  contractor  and  baOder,  ha-sbecn  a  resident  of  La  Crosse 
since  the  fall  of  1863.  Ho  was  bom  in  Austria  in  134:^  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  July,  18G3; 
spent  a  few  months  in  Baltimore  and  Chica^to  and  came  to  La  Croeee  in  the  fall.  In  February,  1864,  he 
ealiatad  in  the  14th  W.  V.  I.,  Co,  K,  and  was  in  the  service  till  Oct.  9,  1865.  He  learned  the 
mason's  trade  in  Oennany,  commencing  at  the  age  of  14,  and  haa  worlted  at  the  buaioew  ever  sinoek 
Lie  was  married,  May  29,  1866,  to  Theresa  Islet:  has  one  child,  Lonia.  He  has  been  oootracting  einoo- 
1867 

mOF.  J.  BUKKttAn.  Principal  of  the  Second  Ward  School  of  La  Croaae,  is  now  on  the 
third  year  in  his  present  poaition.    He  w«a  bom  Bffardi  7,  1S89,  in  Caledonia  Co.,  Vl.   His  fiitber.  1>. 

P.  Hurnhnrii,  ennic-  Wisconsin  in  1841,  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  in  Kenosha  County.  He  is 
uow  living  at  Waupaca,  Wi.s.,  at  the  age  of  77,  having  lost  his  wife  in  187.").  Mr.  Burnbam  was  educated 
al  Wanlcegan  Academy,  III.,  and  Antioch  College,  and  commenpod  teaching  in  Lake  Co.,  III.,  in  1855. 
He  was  Principal  of  the  Richmond  Public  Schi.ol.  in  IMeHcnry  Co.,  III.,  from  thf^  fall  of  1858  till  the 
«^pring  of  185H.  He  then  went  to  the  I'm  ific  coii^t  and  was  in  Nevada  and  California  till  1864  ;  he  then 
returned  (o  Wisconsin,  and  in  Deo«imber  of  tliat  yi  ar.  was  married  in  Jeflfonon  Co.,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Marilla 
Tonsley  and  settled  in  Wanpaoa,  Wis.  He  wa^  Principal  of  the  Wejaawega  Pablie  School  in  1866  and 
1867,  and  was  then  elected  Saperintendent  of  Schools  Ibr  Wanpaca  County,  wbieh  office  he  resigned  in 
1869  to  accept  the  position  of  Principal  of  the  Waupaca  Hi-rh  School  which  he  retained  till  1S72.  Ho 
then  resigned  and  spent  one  year  in  the  life  insurance  business.  In  October,  1874,  he  lost  bis  wife,  and 
the  same  lUI  was  again  elected  Coanty  Superintendent  of  Seboob  and  served  two  years.  In  July,  1877, 
he  ajrain  accepted  the  posifirjn  of  Princip  il  i  f  tlic  Waupaca  Hijrh  J^clm  >I,  where  he  rcnmincd  tw(»  yeaia 
and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosec.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  io  1876,  was  Miss  Jennie 
E.  Snell,  of  New  London,  Win.  He  baa  tbrto  ebildren,  all  by  bis  fim  wife — AlliiKMi,  Ralston  and 
Myrtle. 

EOWARD  J.  BLTT,  engineer  in  ilic  uiill  nf  A.  A.  Freeman  it  Co  ,  is  a  native  of  h^sex,  Eng., 
>>om  in  April,  1829  ;  son  of  Edward  Butt',  learned  his  trade  at  Kent,  (Travesend,  Eng.,  twonty.two  miles 
from  London,  and  spent  twenQr-aoren  years  on  salt  water,  as  an  engineer,  before  eoBttng  to  America,  which 
be  did  in  Febmary,  1876,  and  has  rmded  in  La  Crosse  since  that  time ;  has  been  in  his  present  position 

since  the  s|iriii<r  of  1876.     He  wa.s  married  in  (October,  1853,  at  Gravi  s-n  l,  K'i_'  .  to  Miss  Harriet,  daugh 
ter  of  Samuel  Choat,  Esq.,  of  that  place.    They  have  two  ohtldrcu — Edith  11.  K.,  now  the  wife  of  John 
BvMTBfd,  of  La  Crosaa,  and  Edward  William,  22  yean  of  age,  and  manager  of  the  book  and  stationery 
boMe,  at  25.*)  Nicnlct  avenue,  Minncapoli.s-. 

SIARK  M.  BLTTLKS.  Sla-riffof  La  Crosse  County,  is  a  native  of  Chautauqua  Co..  N.  Y., 
where  ho  was  bom  on  the  laatday  of  April,  1814.  The  following  year,  parents,  flowing  with  the  tide 
of  emigration  to  the  West,  came  to  \Viscon.'<iii  and  settled  in  Walworth  County,  the  present  Sheriff  being 
included  in  their  list  of  hou-sehold  valuables.  After  a  temporary  sojourn  at  this  point,  they  continue<I 
their  pilgrimage  to  Rock  County,  and  halting  at  Janesvilte,  remained  in  that  present  flourishing  city  until 
1854,  when  they  come  to  La  Crosse  County  and  became  permanent  settlers  of  Barnham  Vallev,  in  the 
preaent  Township  of  Bams.  Here  Mr.  Butties  passed  the  earlier  yean  of  bis  life,  attending  school  and 
availing  him.^elf  nf  sm  h  advantages  us  the  limited  eduratiunal  re*onrccs  nf  the  place  afforded,  until  the 
breaking-out  of  the  war.  In  1<861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  in  which  he 
aenred  two  yean,  when  lie  was  dbMbled  and  discharged,  and  returned  home.  In  1864,  be  eondnded  to 
try  his  fortunes  further  west,  and  crossing  the  plains,  became  a  miner  in  Montana.  A  year's  experience 
persuaded  .Mr.  Butties  to  return  to  the  homes  of  civiliaatiun,  and  he  descended  the  .Missouri  River  to 
Omaha  in  a  Mackinac  boat,  and  entered  (he  service  of  the  Union  Pacific  Kailroad  Company.  Tn  1867,  he 
▼iaited  Fort  Sully,  thence  to  La  Crosse  on  a  visit.  During  the  spring  of  18liB.  he  ro-vi>ited  Omnha,  and 
proceeded  to  California,  where  he  became  a  rancliero,  and  followed  that  exciting  and  varied  pursuit  until 
1873,  with  no  incfmsidcrablc  success,  when  he  di.sjxised  of  his  interests  and  once  more  jnurneyed  to  La 
Croase  County.  He  aetded  in  West  Salem,  where  he  engai^  in  trading  and  specaUting,  and  where  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Pierce.  In  1879,  be  was  elected  to  his  present  position  and  removed  to 
the  city  of  La  f'r<K^<>,  ;i  |i'iliiii'  oflirer  he  has  iriven  th'-  fulli  -l  satisfaction  t(<  n  ii  lmiring  constituency. 

Socially,  he  is  s  courteous  gentleman,  and  is  a  wan,  one  whom  misfortune  can  never  dishearten  or  disaster 
appnlL 
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LIEUT.  AliKXANBEB  CAHEBON,  of  La  CroiM,  the  age  of  32  jeue,  die<i 
•ft  the  reeidenoe  of  Ma  Ikther,  in  Oaledonin,  N.  Y.,  on  Monday  morning,  April  11,  1864,  at  II 

o'dock  A.  M.  The  La  Troase  Rf-publtcan  of  the  13th  said  :  "  His  death  was  this  mornins:  announced  in 
the  Circuit  Court  hj  the  Hon.  William  Hull,  after  which  the  ouurt  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  in  token  ot' 
tbereepeet  entertdned  he  the  nemoiy  of  the  deoeased.   A  neeting  ot  the  Ln  Oro«e  h«r,  of  whieh  Nr. 

Cameron  wuh  a  mcni^cr,  will  bt-  holden  this  evening  at  the  office  of  Messrs.  Lynde<  A"  Burroughs.  TUi 
completes  the  record  of  one  who,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  sustained  a  good  reputation,  and  perforaNd 
well  hie  pari.  Ai  •  eon.  brother,  friend,  ciiisen,  couosellor  and  noUier,  m  hea  ever  been  ftithlW  to  hm 
trust.  As  a  Christian,  ho  enjoyed,  to  the  hour  of  his  departure  from  earthly  scenes,  the  sweetest  con^e 
latioD  which  a  merciful  Providence  Toucht;af'<^H  to  hia  chosen  mjns.  Lieut.  Cameron's  life  was  bacrifi(v<i 
to  bis  leal,  in  retoming  to  army  (lutie.s  before  he  had  recovered  stren-rth,  afler  illness  contracted  while 
•erring  his  country  :tri  Lieuteuunt  in  the  La  Crosae  Battery.  Thus  h:i3  the  commonitj  lost  another  vahi- 
able  citizen  in  cousequenee  of  tl>i.s  terrible  rebellion  against  a  good  governmi  nt." 

AJf^US  CAMKKOX,  of  La  Croaae,  W«i  born  at  Caledonia,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  4 
1826;  received  an  academic  education,  studied  law  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  graduated  at  the  National  Li" 
School,  BalUton  Spa;  removed  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  in  1857;.  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Wi? 
sin  in  1863-G4  and  1871-72;  was  •  flMuber  of  the  I..egialativc  Assembly  of  Wiaeonsin  in  1866  awi 
1867,  and  was  Speaker  in  1867;  was  a  member  of  the  National  Repnblioan.  Convention  at  Baltimore  in 
1864 ;  was  one  of  the  Begenta  of  the  UniTereity  of  Wiaoonrin  in  1866  and  1875  ;  was  eleoted  to  th« 
United  States  Senate  as  •  Republican.  t4>()k  his  seat  March  4,  1875,  and  was  re-elected  in  1881,  to  sue- 
eeed  Matthew  11.  Canenter,  deoeoaed.  Hia  term  of  aervioe  will  expiie  March  4,  1885.  Senator  Cam- 
eron was  married  to  Hfaa  Mary  Baker,  of  TTibnna,  Stenben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  21bt  of  Febmarr. 
1856. 

BON.  HU^iUi  GAMEBOli.  The  subject  of  this  aketoh,  a  native  of  Livingston  Co..  N.  Y.. 
was  Iwm  at  Caledonia,  Jnne  29, 1815.    His  parents,  Danean  A.  Cameron  and  Sarah  (MeCotl)  Oaneroo. 

were  from  Scotland,  the  father  coming  tti  this  country  in  1^112,  and  the  mother  a  few  years  later.  Thi- 
Camerona  are  of  the  Lovhiel  branch,  Loohiel,  the  chief,  being,  according  to  the  custom,  of  the  Qneen  » 
hooaehold.  Hugh  spent  his  yontb  on  bis  fktber's  fiirm;  he  prepared  fhr  college  tn  the  institntionn  at 
Middlebury  and  Lima,  in  hi^  native  State,  and  entered  the  University  of  Vermont  in  l!^.34.  and  gradn- 
•ted  with  honor  four  years  later,  excelling  particularly  in  German  metaphysics,  then  taught  by  Prof. 
Jftmea  Marsh.  Retnmiii^  to  Western  New  xoric,  Mr.  Onmeron  tavght  in  the  Avon  Aeadony  in  1838 
and  reading  law  at  the  Same  time  with  Amos  Dann.    Ho  finished  his  law  .studies  with  Ha.<tiog« 

Husbands,  of  llochestcr,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Octoher,  1841,  at  the  tirst  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ever  held  in  that  city.    After  practicing  a  few  years  in  Livingston  Oonnty,  he  removed  to  Bnffdo 
in  the  spring  of  1847,  and  there  built  up  an  excellent  law  businesis,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wad* 
worth  &  Cameron,  but  .seeing  openings  of  izreat  promi.sc  farther  West,  in  the  spring  iif  1858,  he  remove^j 
to  La  Croese,  Wis.,  bis  present  home,  and  hhs  here  become  widdy  known  as  a  skillful  and  sneoemfU 
attorney.    Durin<r  the  fir:it  nix  yt->rs  in  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Cameron  was  in  partnership  with  bis  brother. 
Alexander,  who  went  into  the  army  as  First  Lieutenant,  lat  W^isconsin  Battery  in  1861,  and  died  in  l>>r>4 
He  was  Diatriot  Attorney  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  hnvii^  been  elected  two  years  prior  to  that  time, 
when  only  about  22  years  old.    Alexander  Cameron  was  a  young  man  of  much  promise.    In  If^bi).  lluzh 
Cameron  was  elected  County  Judge,  and  held  that  office  four  years,  and  decliniid  a  re-election.    The  Uv 
hsi  been  bis  lift  Mndy,  his  life  pursuit,  and  he  haa  no  higher  ambition  than  that  of  excelling  in  bis  pio- 
ftnion.    A  prominent  journalist,  and  neighbor  of  his  for  the  bst  twenty  years,  in  a  private. note  says  of 
Idas:    '*  Few  men  have  such  complete  mastery  of  literature  in  all  its  departments  as  Jud^  Cameron.  Hb 
lIMDtal  grasp,  actjuisittons,  acumen  and  discrimination  invest  bis  utterances  in  gonial  conversation  or  legal 
•ignments  with  strength  and  richness  of  thought  and  lang«|i^  which  are  best  appreciated  by  thoee  who 
have  the  greatest  opportunity  to  test  and  verify  his  powers  and  oonnael,  in  which  capacity  he  is  employed 
by  many  professional  confreres  in  Western  Wisconsin  and  Southern  Minnesota,  such  persons  c<.)n«idona^ 
their  cases  not  only  thoroughly  prepared,  but  fairly  tried,  after  having  undergone  bis  scrutiny  and  iaveiti- 
gation,  as  the  eonrt  sddom  'overmles  his  decisions.' "   Judge  Cameron  has  not  only  a  very  fine  titosiy 
taste,  liut  what  i.«  not  generally  known  hiis  written  many  able  criti(|UC8  and  other  articlen  for  the  p^rioJ 
ical  press ;  but  such  intellectual  labor  he  does  simply  for  recreation  ailer  more  severe  studies  coaneoted 
with  his  jffoihssion.   He  is  of  Whig  •nteeedoDia,  «mI  tar  the  laat  twenty  yeus  he  has  usually  voted  the 
Republican  ticket.    So  thoroughly  ha.s  Judge  Cameron  been  wedded  to  the  law.  that  for  many  yoar«  it 
seemed  doubtful  if  he  would  ever  form  a  more  tender  alliance,  but,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1875,  he  wa* 
joined  b  msrriigs  with  Miss  Osroline  D.  Starr,  dmq(hter  of  W.  H.  Starr,  nn  enily  aattler  uid  pcoainsst 
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eituen  of  Barlington,  Iowa,  and  a  grsdmte  of  Y«Ie  College.   Mra.  OaiiMroD  is  a  wdl  edooated  and 

h^blj  accompliBhed  lad;. 

J.  B.  GANTEBBURY,  waa  bora  in  Counl;  Wickiow,  Ireland,  ia  1837  i  came  to  Amertoa 
ID  18ft9 ;  came  to  Bearer  Dan  the  aana  ftll.   BnKated  fai  the  6th  W.  T.  I.  ia  1861 ;  served  three  and  a 

half  vears  .  came  to  La  CroMe  after  the  war,  io  18G5,  and  commenced  the  grain  business.  Mr.  Canter- 
bury wa.'^  luarricd  to  Miss  Katberine  Ma;  LiTingstoD  io  1805;  has  no  children.  He  is  at  present  grain 
bayer  on  the  Madison  Division  of  the  Chicago  4  North-Western  Railway. 

P.  H.  C'AI*ELI/E3f,  merchant  tailor  ;  has  been  in  his  preecnt  business  in  La  Croese  since 
1868.  He  was  born  I.t  1827,  in  Evinghoven,  Oretenbroich.  Duseldorf,  Rhenish,  Prussia.  Learned  his 
trade  while  yottog,  and  has  worked  at  it  ever  since,  except  ten  years  in  the  grocery  trade,  from  lS.o6  to 
1866.  He  was  married  in  Prosna,  in  1853,  to  Ceceilia  Herbet,  and  eaaae  to  America  in  1868.  Has  five 
children — John  (in  btuiness  with  his  father).  Bva  (at  home'),  Andrew  and  Peter  (at  8t.  John's  College  in 
StSariiH  Co..  Minn.  I,  and  Catharine  fat  home). 

W.  W.  CABGILL,  dealer  in  wheat;  waa  born  at  Long  Island,  N.  T..  Dec.  15,  1844.  In 
1866,  h«  removed  with  his  parents  to  Janesiilk,  Wis.,  where  they  were  engaged  in  farming,  rmnaialDg 
tliere  until  \SC)3.  when  he  went  to  Austin,  and  .subHequently  Albert  Lea,  Minn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  wheat  trade.  In  1875,  he  removed  to  La  Crosae,  and  continued  the  same  busine^.  He  deaia 
throu<>hout  all  parte  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  DiJcota  Tenitosy.  The  bum  of  the  firm  of 
which  he  is  now  a  member  is  Cargill  &  Van. 

<jrKORGE  T.  CABLETON,  merchant ;  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  bom  in 
Newcastle,  Lincoln  Co.,  Me.,  Jan.  2,  1805  ;  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Hall)  Carleton  ;  when  about  a 
year  old  hit  father  removed  to  Kennebeo  Co.,  and  ha  grew  up  to  manhood  on  bis  father's  farm  in  that 
county.  At  the  age  of  23,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  Imaineea,  which  he  has  eontinved  up  to  the 
prn^ent  time.  Wliile  in  Maine  lie  was  in  businees  in  Vassalboro  ihmI  Waterville.  In  18H3,  he  married 
Eliza  Drummond,  who  died  io  184U,  leaving  two  children  (since  deceaited).  In  1841,  be  married  Miss 
Mary  Dane,  of  Strawhegan,  He.,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1843;  was  three  days  making  the  trip  from 
Sbebnyiran  to  Fond  du  Lac  with  an  ox  team,  with  no  road  but  an  Indian  frail.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he 
built  the  first  sail  boat  on  Lake  Winnebago,  for  the  Indians  on  the  lake  and  up  Wolf  River.  He  carried 
cm  bosinese  in  Fond  du  Lac  till  1851.  About  the  Ist  of  July  in  that  year  be  came  to  La  Crosse, 
remained  a  few  days,  then  returned  to  Fond  du  Lae,  and  came  attain  in  August.  At  that  time  be  pat  Qp 
a  building  on  Third  street,  where  Giles's  pork  house  now  t^tuudti,  fur  a  store  and  dwelling.  There  waa  no 
lamber  to  be  bad  in  La  Croese  at  the  time,  and  be  parchased  his  at  Robinson's  Mill,  and  run  it  down  the 
creek  into  Black  River,  thence  into  tlm  MisaiBSippi  and  to  La  Crosae.  H«  burned  his  lime  on  a  pile  of 
logs  for  the  plastering,  and  thinks  this  was  the  6rat  j^satand  honse  in  the  ooanty.  After  completing  this 
bailding  he  returned  to  Fond  du  Lac,  and.  in  Novflritar,  1851 .  removed  with  Ins  family  and  a  stock  of 
goods  to  La  Crosse;  came  with  horse  teams,  and  waa  eleven  days  on  the  road.  He  continued  io  bosi' 
DSBB  on  Third  street  till  1869,  then  removed  to  Ssnh  Rapids,  Minn.,  and  came  to  North  La  Crosss  in  the 
spring  of  1877.  He  was  three  years  Alderman  of  tin-  First  Ward  nf  l,a  Cn  s.-'e  ,  has  two  sons — George 
T.,  born  in  Waterville.  Me.,  and  Fred  D.,  born  in  Fond  du  Lae,  Wis. ;  both  married  and  cngagtnl  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  North  La  Crosse. 

CitJSTA  V  CARL,  manufacturer  of  mineral  and  seltzer  water,  ginger  and  lemon  beer,  77  and 
79  Third  street;  has  been  io  his  prei^eiit  business  since  18(i8,  and  has  the  only  establishment  of  the  kind 
in  the  city.  He  was  bom  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Dec.  23,  1836.  He  learned  the  bookbinder'.s  trade  of 
hia  father,  Adam  Carl,  who  came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1854,  landing  in  New  York  City  on  the 
5th  of  Jane.  He  located  there,  and  (histav  worked  at  hia  trade  in  the  city  till  1856,  then  came  Weat  and 
worked  in  St.  Louis,  and  Wa.shin<:t<in,  M.i  ,  rhieau'o  and  Milwaukee,  returninfj  to  New  York  City  in  the 
fall  of  1857.  In  the  spring  of  1858  the  whole  family  came  West,  the  senior  Carl  going  to  Chicago  and 
Gusuv  to  Milwaakee,  where  he  remained  till  1860,  then  came  to  La  Croese  in  Nardi.  In  18()2,  ho  went 
to  Winona  Minn.,  and  started  busine?M,  but  burned  out  a  month  after  starting,  and  returned  to  La  Cros.se, 
:ind  went  into  partnenihip  with  .John  Fox  in  the  saiuon  bu.iiness,  which  he  continued  till  18t)8,  when  he 
went  into  hia  present  business.  He  was  married  in  La  Croese  to  Mis?  Bertlia,  daughter  of  Emst 
Henberg,  who  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1856,  and  died  there  in  lS^^^.  Mr.  Carl  baa  four  children — 
Qoatavos,  Bertha,  Oscar  and  Albert.  He  was  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward  in  1868.  His  father  came 
to  La  Cri  -sc  from  Chicago,  and  from  there  to  Milwaukee,  and  died  there  io  1872. 

ilAHL  IiiL  GHILDEBiit  shoenMker  on  Third  street ;  hss  resided  in  La  Crosse  ainoe  April, 
18S7,  sod  been  engaged  in  hia  present  buiMss  daring  the  whole  time.  He  waa  bom  in  Greenbrier  Go., 
Ya.,  April  22, 18^,  and  raised  in  Hanison  Go.,  same  State.  Learned  his  trade  in  Vii|^nia,  and,  in  1846, 
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went  to  Letart  Falls,  Meigs  Co.,  Ohio,  having  proTioaaly baeo  married  in  Monroe  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Mias  Ediih 
Bnidfield.  After  residing;  at  that  place  a  few  years,  he  removed  l<»  Musun  Cn..  Va..  and  from  then'  I.  . 
Crosse.  flaH  mx  children — William,  Murth.a.  John  M..  Samuel,  Alice  and  Charles.  William  is  niarricu 
to  Olive  Sterns,  and  has  on<  .  tiild — Maude,  and  Marilia  is  the  wife  of  Simon  T.  Stain.  John  M.  WM 
married  June  11,  1880.  to  Mist)  Minnie  Brabunder,  and  all  reside  ia  La  CnMK.  Juho  M.  il  ailoM- 
cutter  by  trade,  and  has  worked  at  it  since  I  S  years  old. 

KYLVK^iiTER  CLARK,  fbreman  in  the  La  Crosse  Kh  vator  of  the  Chicago,  Hiimakfle* 
St.  Paul  Railroad  Co. ;  has  been  in  his  present  position  since  1872,  and  a  resident  of  Ls  Crosse  since  the 
fall  of  1865.  He  is  a  native  of  Caledonia,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father,  Charles  Clark,  is  still 
living  at  80  years  of  age.  Mr.  Clark  enlisted  in  1862,  in  the  4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  wi^n  \l 
the  service  three  yesrs.  He  was  taken  prisoner  Aug.  24,  1864,  near  Petenbuig,  Va. ;  was  at  Belle  Isle, 
Pemberton,  Libby,  and  Sslisbory,  N.  C. ;  wss  released  from  the  last-namecl  plaoe  on  the  22dl  of  Fdirasfy, 
1865.  After  lie  left  the  army,  he  returned  to  Caledonia,  N.  Y.,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crusoe  in  the 
fall  of  1865.  He  wa^  married  in  March,  1875,  in  Su  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Miss  Anna  Simon,  of  that  place,  tod 
has  one  child — Edna. 

JOSEPH  CLARKE,  of  the  firm  of  Lloyd  &  Clarke,  wa.s  h<.rn  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
Jan.  16,  1841.  He  began  bis  career  at  La  Crosse,  in  the  bouse  of  Llovd  di  Supplee,  in  the  sprine  of 
1862.    In  1868,  he  married  Mia  Anna  M.  Coster,  nster  of  Mrs.  W.  J.  Lloyd.   The  hooae  of  Llojd  t 

Clarke  hns  always  been  active  in  public  matters,  and  especially  enterprising;  in  commercial  afiairs.  The 
Board  of  Trade  has  received  much  valuable  aid  from  the  individuals  of  this  firm,  Mr.  Clariie  having 
served  two  years  as  Vice  Prendent  and  two  yean  as  President  of  tho  Board.  While  none  of  the  feeadeaeD 
OODOected  with  the  firm  have  h-en  active  politici:i!is,  vef  twice  has  the  hou.se  been  called  nn  fn  fill  th'- office 
of  Mayor,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lloyd,  one  of  the  original  nu  iuherji,  being  elected  to  the  ofiice  i  ov»  r  Col.  Theodore 
Ilodolf)  in  the  spring  of  1865;  Mr.  Lloyd,  at  that  time,  was  only  in  the  30th  year  of  his  age.  Mr. 
Clarke,  alter  twice  refusing  a  party  noniinatinn  for  Mayor,  was,  in  the  sprinfj  of  1880.  indu(e<l  to  acc-pt  s 
noii  parti.san  call  to  be  u  caodidate  for  the  ofiice,  and  was  duly  elected  thereto.  The  principal  eveocj^  ut 
Mr.  Clarke's  admini.>4tration  Waitt  the  erection  and  erjuippin^  of  the  City  Pumping  Works,  which  he 
itmigly  favored,  and  the  attempt  to  !<eeure  lei^islution  authorizing  a  sperial  water-pipe  tax  a<rainst  all  lot* 
abutting  on  streets  where  water  pipes  had  been  laid,  or  might  be  laid  lo  the  future.  This  project  was 
favored  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  a  majority  of  the  Common  CottoeQ,  bttt,  b«og  left  to  a  vote  of  the  pe^rie,  ww 
defeated.    (  See  sketch  of  W,  .].  Suppleo,  ^ 

PROF.  J.  J.  I'LK  VEI.A\I>,  Principal  of  the  First  Ward  School  of  La  Crosse ;  bis  bees 
in  his  present  position  .since  ili.  spring  of  1877.  He  was  horn  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1847;  sou  of  Henn 
C.  Cleveland,  who  removed  to  New  York  City  in  18.54,  and  died  there  in  1860.  Oct.  1,  1861,  .Mr. 
Cleveland  enlisted  in  the  10th  Conn.  V.  T..  Co.  K,  and  was  in  the  service  three  years  and  four  mtrntb. 
He  was  twice  wounded  during  his  term  of  service.  The  first  was  only  a  flesh  wound  rccoivtxl  at  the!  attle 
of  Koanoke  Island,  Feb.  8,  1863.  This  was  the  first  battle  in  which  he  was  engsged.  The  second  »ai 
a  gon-shot  wound  in  the  right  shoulder,  received  Ang.  1,  1864,  on  the  Jamee  River  in  Virginia,  whitk 
perniurieiitly  diwhled  him.  and  in  consequence  of  which  ho  was  discharged  in  January,  1865.  In  thf  fall 
of  1867,  he  came  West  and  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Mankato,  Minn.,  from  which  he  gndss* 
ted  in  June,  1873.  He  (aught  three  years  in  Bine  Earth  City,  Minn.,  and  cane  iVom  there  to  La  Cnm 
in  1877.  He  wa.s  married  in  March,  1H71,  in  BIm'  Karth  Co.,  Minn.,  to  Miss  Mat:.rie,  d  uifrht.  r ',f  .lohs 
Shields,  of  that  county.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  have  four  children — Liuie,  May,  Bertha  and  Grace. 

J  AHBS  CLiFFOBD,  shoemaker;  has  rasided  in  La  Crosse  rinee  Aug.  27, 1853,  and  has  bm 
in  hi.s  present  hufiiness  durinsr  the  whole  time,  having  been  the  lon'^'cst  here  of  any  shoemaker  in  the  city. 
He  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  in  1822  ;  son  oi  Thomas  Cliflford  ;  lost  his  father  when  14  yeaS 
old,  and  his  mother  one  year  afl^^ard ;  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1 843 ;  lived  in  Montreal,  Cas> 
ads,  one  year,  which  time  he  .served  ;it  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  sprinj 
of  1844.  He  Worked  in  Whitehall  and  Troy,  N,  Y.,  three  years  ;  then  a  short  time  in  Upper  Canada, and 
afterward  worked  in  L<  xinL;t(,n,  Ciiieinnati  and  Springfield,  Ohio;  Qalena,  III.;  St.  Ix>UM,  Mo.;  Mem- 
phis, Tenn. ;  Natchez,  Miss.  ;  Louisville,  Ky.  ;  La  Fayette.  Ind.,  and  Dubuque.  Iowa,  and  came  to  Ia 
CruSKe  in  IS;').'!  on  the  27th  day  of  Aucusf.  He  wa.s  married  in  September,  18G0,  to  Catharine  .McHusii. 
and  has  five  children — Thomas,  Henry.  William,  Kosa  and  Jamefl. 

(liEORGE  H.  Cmi}»WEI.L,  blacksmith  at  the  threshing  machine  worki  of  Smitli  1 
Merrill;  was?  born  in  1822  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.;  son  of  Joseph  Cogswell;  learned  his  trade  in  Cbei- 
ter,  N.  H.,  commencittg  in  1840;  came  to  VVisconsiu  in  1846;  lived  in  Geneva.  Walworth  Co.,  tv<» 
years ;  Oshkoah,  two  yean,  and  afterward  lived  in  Portage  City  and  MaraeUoo,  Colombia  Ca,  sad  is 
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Kusbford  and  Hokah,  Minn.,  and  came  to  lin  Crosso  in  lSt»5.  He  was  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
at  Nashville,  Tcdd.,  six  months,  during  tlic  war  of  the  rebellion.  He  lived  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  from  1872 
till  1877,  and  since  that  in  La  Crosse.  IIns  six  children — Emaline  M.,  John  C,  Joseph  E.,  Oeorpe  H. 
H.,  Carrie  and  Lillie  May.  Hva  wife,  to  whom  be  was  married  in  1845,  was  Sarah  Jane  WcIIh.  of  Grcen- 
liidd,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio. 

G*  A*  COLBY  is  a  native  of  Norway,  bom  in  1846;  son  of  Anders  Colby.  He  wu  nurried 
in  Norway  in  1870,  to  Lise  Tostenson,  and  has  two  children — Lottie  and  Carrie.  Came  to  the  United 
Stau^  in  1872,  and  has  resided  in  La  Cro-sse  ever  since.  lie  was  in  the  employ  of  C.  B.  Solberg  till 
July,  1877,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the  aalooo  busineas  for  himeelf,  now  located  on  Pearl  street. 

JOHN  J.  COLE,  attorney  and  oounflelor  at  hw;  «u  bom  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  2!),  1824  ; 
received  a  c!as>ic:il  unJ  SL-ietuifie  education  at  the  Albany  OoUMiate  Academy ;  graduated  in  1840,  and 
entered  a  law  office  as  student  at  the  age  of  17  ;  pursued  the  w&i  and  dasaioal  course,  which  wa»  then 
feqnired  for  the  b«r,  for  four  years,  ana  at  the  age  of  21  was  t^nitted  to  the  bar  before  Ohief  Jnstioe 
Rr  iiisnd,  AO']  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  before  Chancellor  Walworth;  {iractieed  in  Albany  till  his  removal 
to  Wisuousia  in  185U,  and  in  1859  became  law  partner  of  William  A.  Tucker,  at  La  Crosse,  where  he  ha« 
nrided  ever  ranee ;  has  been  candidate  fbr  the  raioea  of  CSty  Attorney,  Distrhst  AttonMy  and  member  of 
Legislature,  but,  being  alway."?  in  the  minority  in  politics,  wa.s  not  elected  to  those  offiecSt  He  has  been  in 
00  other  business  than  that  of  the  uractico  of  the  law,  and  inoideotally  dealing  in  real  estate  and  loans ; 
has  been  a  Court  OommisBioner  viraer  the  raooeaaive  CSrenit  Jndgea  during  nearly  all  his  twenty- five  yeate' 
residence  in  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Cole  is  widely  known  throughout  this*  and  adjoining  countias  a.s  a  lawyer  of 
great  prudence,  sagacity  and  perseverance.  Well  and  correctly  posted  in  legal  matters,  his  opinions  ae 
to  the  merits  of  a  ease  are  generally  eitstained  by  the  Jndgea,  both  of  the  loww  and  higher  courts.  As  a 
collector,  he  has  always  been  very  sui  >  >  sdfal.  Of  striflt  iatfljgrity  and  oomet  buuneia  habits,  he  merits 
the  success  that  has  attended  his  etiorts. 

CHAKLE^i  L.  COLMAN  was  bom  in  1826,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1840  he 
lenoved  to  Green  H.iy,  Wis.,  with  his  parents,  remainint:  there  five  years,  when  he  removed  to  Fond 
da  Lac,  Wis.  In  1854,  he  removed  to  La  Crusse,  Wis.,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which  he 
has  since  been  actively  engaged. 

FBA^fKLIW  l>.  COLVER,  millwright  and  sawyer;  born  in  Vermont  in  1830;  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Penn.sylvania  when  about  1  year  old ;  thence  to  Indiana  when  3  years  old,  his  parents 
being  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  State.  They  afterward  removed  to  nUoois.  thence  to  the  city  of 
Oswego,  N.  1.  Mr.  Colver  went  to  Chioago  in  1851,  where  he  ran  a  planing-mill ;  also  followed  the 
lakes  more  or  less  for  five  years.  He  went  to  Iowa  in  185(],  where  he  was  married  to  Matilda  Collins. 
They  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  18.')7.  Mr.  Colver  enlisted  in  1861,  in  the  8th  W.  V.  I. :  served  about 
thirteen  months,  and  was  disohaiged  for  disability.  Ue  has  seven  children — ^Arietta,  Alfred,  Alma,  Alvin, 
Ahble,  Austin  and  Arthur. 

flAR^IIALL  CONAWT,  Land  Commission.  r  of  the  S.  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  has  been  engaged  in 
selling  lands  for  this  Company  since  December,  1866.  He  was  born  in  Malone,  Frankliu  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
edaeated  to  the  legal  profession,  but  praoticed  only  a  short  time.  He  entsred  the  general  office  4^  the 
0.  &  L.  C.  R.  E.  Co.  in  1851,  and  was  Chief  Clerk  b  that  office  prevtons  to  his  engagemeat  with  the 
8.  M.  Co.  r  a-« 

A*  H.  COTfODOIV,  carpenter  and  mtllwiight,  was  bora  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  In  1M2 ;  learned 

hii  trade  of  G.  W.  Sherwood,  of  St.  Paul,  rmnmenring  in  1S71.  lie  has  since  worked  in  Chieairo.  111., 
Musk  cgoD,  Mich.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Ma«on  City,  Iowa,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1874.  Ue  haa  been 
in  the  employ  of  P.  S.  Daviwm  since  Jaoaary,  1880.  He  was  married  in  September,  1880,  to  Hiss 
fidna  Brown,  of  Dakota,  Minn. 

L«  COREBT,  merchant,  No.  83  Rose  Street,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  18G8.  He 
WIS  bora  in  Christiana,  Norway,  in  1845,  son  of  0.  0.  Coren,  who  is  still  living  in  Christiana.  Mr.  Coren 
was  educated  in  his  native  city,  and  came  to  the  T'nitod  States  in  186<1.  He  lived  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  one 
year,  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  lived  io  Edgerton  one  year,  coming  from  there  to  La  Crussf,  where  he 
VIS  engaged  in  clerking  in  the  dry  goods  trade  till  the  spring  of  1881.  then  started  business  for  himself  in 
pnsent  location.  He  was  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Theresa  Kios,  and  has  two  children,  Lauia  £.  and 
Alfred  T. 

HOWAKD  CBAHER,  insurance  agent,  was  born  in  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  23,  1820  ; 
is  of  German  parentage.  He  remained  in  Dutchess  Co.  until  20  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  attending 
thspablic  sobools.  In  1840  he  removed  to  Ohio,  prepared  for  and  entered  Oberlin  College,  graduating 
ftom  this  insfeitatieo  in  1848.   He  then  ^ent  two  jeus  in  tiaTeliqg  thmighont  the  United  States,  and 
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located  in  HUwaak«6,  WU.,  in  1850,  where  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Finch  &  Lynde.  Was  admitted 
to  the  bar  to  praotiae  in  Milwaukee  Co.,  and  subeeciueDtl;  admitted  to  practice  in  th«  Sapraae  Govt. 
RamoTed  to  La  Oroase  July  17,  1851,  where  he  practiced  law  aboot  two  yeara,  and  then  located  in  Black 
River  Falls,  where  he  also  practiced  for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  retarned  to  I^a  Cros«o.  nad 
oontiiiiMd  tht  DHMtioe  of  law.  In  18&6  he,  togetbor  with  A.  T.  CSUoton,  oMoad  a  banking  booae,  oarry- 
ii^  on  thb  bunneaB  vnder  the  firm  name  of  Cruner,  CHatoo  k  Co.,  until  1858,  when  the  partoerBhip  was 
dissolved,  Mr.  Onuner  then  forming  a  partnerHhip  in  the  banking  business  with  the  late  Wilson  Coiwdl. 
Captain  of  the  Light  Guarda.  In  lb61,  Mr.  Colwell  enlisted  in  the  war,  and  the  banking  house  was  dis- 
«omnned.  In  1863,  Mr.  Oramer  rinted  the  Territory  of  Nevada,  where  he  spent  two  years,  residing 
there,  and  helping  to  gain  the  admission  of  that  Territory  a.i  a  Stato.  He  n-tunied  to  La  Crosse  in  1  -<<'>5. 
and  in  1866,  was  elected  ua  City  Aascs-sor.  and  since  that  time  has  held  various  municipal  and  goverDmcuiai 
positions,  holding  the  positions  of  City  Assessor,  City  Clerk,  Internal  Revenue  Inapeotor  «nd  Deputj 
United  States  Marshal  for  this  part  of  the  Westeru  Oistrtot.  In  the  ninattttne  he  has  been  eognged  in  the 
tnanranoe  baaioees,  wbieh  he  ii  condncting  at  present. 

EDWARD  CRONON,  of  the  Collection  and  Loan  Agency  of  SooU  &  Cronon.  is  a  native  of 
Benaaelaer  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  bom  in  1836 ;  came  to  La  Croaae  in  Maj,  1855.  He  was  in  Arkansas  when  the 
war  broke  ont,  bnt  snooeeded  in  making  hta  way  bndk  to  Le  Okmm,  and  in  Septemlier,  1861,  enKsted  in 
Co.  T,  Mtti  W.  V.  !,,  ;ind  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  wrist,  Oct.  3,  1862,  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  which 
made  it  Deceutiary  to  amputate  the  left  arm  near  the  elbow,  in  conseqaenoe  of  which  he  was  discharged 
Not.  24,  1862.  He  then  returned  to  La  Crosse,  tai^t  school  twelve  years,  and  baa  been  in  hi*  present 
busioeee  since  1878.  He  was  married  in  La  Crosjse,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Anna  \.  Mellnr.  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Alice  H.  and  Grace.  Mr.  Cronon's  brother,  Daniel,  enlisted  at  the  same  time  aa  be  did,  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment,  and  served  till  the  clone  of  tlie  wnr.  He  died  in  July,  1868,  in  Ln  Craae, 
lenving  a  widow  and  one  son — James  Edward. 

JOHN  A.  CULlillANN,  contractor  and  builder,  has  been  in  La  Croese  since  1865,  and  in 
hnrineae  most  of  the  time,  except  two  years  on  a  farm.  He  was  bom  in  Rhine  Proviuce,  Germany,  in 
1828}  son  of  Cbarlea  Christian  Oullmann;  laemed  the  okbinet-mdce^*  and  joiner'a  trade  in  the  old 
OMntiy«  nad  eeme  to  the  United  Btatei  in  18B0.  He  rarided  in  Renaaeber  Co.,  N.  7.,  till  18M ;  then 
went  to  Lmilf Die,  Ky.,  and  came  from  there  to  Wisconsin  in  I'^SB,  lived  in  Dunn  Co.  till  1859,  then  in 
St.  Clair  Co.,  Dl.,  till  1861.  then  back  to  Dunn  Co.,  Wis.,  and  came  for  there  to  La  Crosse  in  1865.  He 
was  married,  in  1866,  to  Sophia  Sander,  of  La  Cnwe,  and  hai  fimr  ehiMien — ^Willie,  John,  Albefi  and 
Adolph. 

GEORC;}E  W.  CUTLER,  AssisUnt  Yardmaster  of  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  K.  U.  at  North  La 
Crosse,  has  been  in  his  preterit  position  dnoe  June,  1880.  He  is  a  native  of  Gortland  Co.,  N.  Y..  bora  in 
1843.  His  father,  Stephen  Cutler,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  184.'> ;  lived  nine  yeare  in  Waakaalui  Co.,  and 
went  from  there  to  Fond  du  Lac,  where  he  still  resides.  Mr.  Cutler  enlisted  in  1861,  in  the  18th  W.  V.  I., 
and  was  in  the  service  three  years  and  eleven  months.  He  waa  wounded  three  times  during  his  term  of 
aerrice,  at  Shilob,  Corinth  and  KinnCon.  He  was  married  Deoemher,  1865,  in  Milwaukee,  to  Misa  Libbie 
F.  Bariey,  and  has  three  ohildien--Hattie.  WilKe  and  Oeoi]ge. 

GEORGE  DAGENDFSH,  cnntractor  and  builder,  and  mcmlK-r  of  the  firm  (.f  Tanny  i 
Daeendesb,  waa  bora  in  1847,  in  Switxerland.  His  lather,  George  Dagendesh,  came  to  the  United  Sutea 
wittb  his  ftaily  in  1855;  settled  in  Milwankee,  Wis.,  end  died  tktn  in  1876.  Mr.  D.,  Jr.,  learned  the 
stone-cutter's  trade  in  Milwankee.  and  worked  at  it  thrre  till  ho  eame  to  Li  Crosse,  in  1870.  He  was 
married,  in  1867.  to  Kmma.  daughter  of  Martin  Uybuld,  of  Milwaukee  ;  has  six  children — George,  Theresa, 
Emma,  Rosa.  Mary  and  Catharine. 

HANS  DANCHERTSEN,  Postmaster  at  North  La  Croase,  and  dealer  in  tobaooo,  cigara 
fltationery,  etc,  has  held  his  office  since  November,  1875.  He  was  bom  in  Norway,  in  1827 ;  son  of 
Denkert  Dunchertaen,  a  merchant  of  Bergen,  Norway  (where  Hans  was  bom);  came  to  America  in  ISOl. 
and  located  in  La  Croeae,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bnsinem  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  was  engaged  in  ihrming  in  Norway  ftr  asfiwM  yean  prenoot  tn  eonrine  to  the  United  Sintes.  He 
was  married,  in  1864  r<  Kmtly,  dtttghtsr  of  0.  N.  S(dbeig«  of  OnslMkn,  aod  has  three  children — Deokait 
Johan,  Amelia  and  iiunnab. 

JF>  Cm  DAIVB,  msnnikotarer  of  breeoh-loading  fire  anmi,  wis  born  in  Skowhegan,  Me.,  in  1816 ; 
learned  the  machinists'  trade  in  Bangor,  Me.,  and  came  West  in  1855.  He  lived  at  Rt.  Anthony,  Minn., 
till  1861,  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  been  engaged  in  his  preeeni  boaiaeas 
rince  1872.  He  was  married  in  Bangor,  He.,  b  1842,  to  Miss  Mstildn  B.,  dknghter  of  Lewis  Heaeoek 
of  that  plaoe,  and  hss  no  oliildren. 
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JOHW  A.  DAKTIELS,  attorney  at  law,  of  the  finn  of  Stopdill  ft  Droidt,  of  tbe  elty  of  La 

Crome  ;  was  born  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  Delaware  Couoty  in  the  Stato  lA'  New  Yorlc.  on  the  Idth  day  of 
Deoember,  1832.  Ue  reoeiTed  an  aoadento  odacation  at  the  Delsvara  Literary  Institate,  located  in  hit 
mifjTo  lom.  In  1853  tad  1854.  he  pnbfiihed  •  aewspaper  at  MiMM,  FOmCe.,  Fem.,  odM  the  MSUM 
Herald.  Mr  Dnnicl.-*  camo  to  Wisconsin  in  lH5fi,  and  located  at  the  city  of  Kenosha,  in  Kenosha  Co.,  and 
ooropleted  the  study  of  the  law  with  Mr.  U.  F.  SchufT.  of  that  dty.  He  left  Kenosha  in  the  fall  of  185G, 
and  located  in  Kewaunee  Co.;  aad,  ia  the  fall  of  that  year,  b*  was  adnitladl  to  Dm  bar  is  Manitowoc  Co., 
to  which  county  Kewaunee  Co.  waa  attached  for  judicial  purpa<«es,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Su- 
preme Coart  of  the  State  in  1858.  He  came  to  the  MiHsiasippi  Valley  io  the  latter  part  of  August,  185.S, 
and  located  at  the  village  of  Trempealeau,  in  Trempealeau  Co.,  where  he  again  entered  apon  the  practice 
of  bk  profeaooD.  Ho  waa  elected  Oiatriot  AtUNraar  of  Trenpaaleaa  Co.,  ia  tbo  fall  of  the  aame  year.  Id 
the  Ml  of  1864,  he  came  to  (he  city  of  L«  OroMe,  Wnere  be  baa  lived  and  been  In  the  active  |naotioe  of  bis 
profession  ever  since.  Mr.  Daniels  wa.H  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Circuit  and  Di.'*trict  Courts  of  the  Unit^jd 
Statee  for  the  District  of  Wisoonaio  in  1868,  and  to  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
ftr  the  Western  Diatriet  of  Wisooaaia  in  1870,  and  to  the  Snprane  Coart  of  the  State  of  IlKaoia  in  the 
aame  year. 

HOHRR  S.  UAMIELSf  attorney  and  cuun.sellor  at  law,  member  of  the  firm  of  DanieU  & 
Toeller;  was  born  at  Ahnepee,  Wi;^.,  iu  1856  ;  his  parents  moved  to  La  Crosse  in  1864,  from  Trciupealeaa, 
Wis.;  attended  the  public  schools  of  La  Crosse  until  1873,  when  ho  entered  the  modern  olastiical  course  at 
the  State  University ;  graduated  in  the  class  of  1876,  completing  the  four-year  course  in  three  years. 
Studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Stogdill  k  DanieU,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November,  1877.  Im- 
mediately commenced  praotioe  in  La  CroaM.  In  1878,  entered  into  partnership  with  William  U.  Stogdill 
and  John  A.  Daniels,  nnder  the  firm  name  of  Stogdill  ft  Daniela ;  eontinned  in  the  firm  of  8cof(din  ft  Dan* 
iels  until  November,  I  '^Sii.  when  ho  formed  his  present  partnership  with  Frank  J  Todlar.  Waa  manied 
Oct.  15,  1876,  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  Mary  Frances,  daughter  of  Jacob  Cbristman. 

river  Ibrenian  fbr  Robert  If .  Mover :  baa  been  in  bis  present  position 
since  l*^7t);  he  was  barn  in  1844,  in  Norway,  where  he  K  arned  the  ship-carpenter's  trade  and  followed  that 
bu&iness  tilt  he  came  to  America,  in  1868  ;  he  settled  iu  Oualaska,  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Mover 
ever  since ;  he  removed  to  La  Crosse  in  1879  ;  has  four  children— Anna,  Delia,  Obriatina  and  NelUa.  Hb 
wife  was  I>ottie  Abramson,  of  ()nala.«ka,  and  a  native  of  Sweden. 

CAPT.  P.  DAVIDSON;  was  born  in  Lawrence  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1827,  and,  at  the  age  of 
25,  entered  the  s'eamboat  business,  first  on  the  Ohio  River,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  then  on 
the  Mississippi,  where  be  continued  his  boiinow  until  1862,  when  he  eame  to  La  Crosse  and  aattled.  He 
at  oiiee  oame  prominently  befbre  the  pubKe  as  an  ent«rpri.<iing,  go-ab«ad  steamboat  man,  and  has  main- 
tained his  position  at  the  head  of  the  business  ever  f-ince,  and  is  at  present  l*re^'ide^t  of  the  St.  Louis  & 
St.  Paul  Paaaenger  and  Freight  Line,  a  companywhich  was  or|;anized  in  the  spring  of  1881.  Mr.  David- 
son ia  also  the  owner  of  two  saw-milla  in  we  Fifth  Ward  with  a  eombined  capacity  of  200,000  feet  per 
day  TTc  was  married  in  1861  in  Lawrence  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Misa  Johnson,  daughter  of  Judge  Johnson,  of 
that  county.  Has  had  eitjht  children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  namely — William  F.,  P.  S.,  Arthur, 
Franll  and  Louis. 

A.  H.  DAVIfiif  senior  member  of  Davis  St.  Mcdary,  was  bom  in  Canada,  nesr  the  Vermont  line, 
in  1826,  bi'ing  a  Vermonter  in  all  respects,  save  the  accidental  circumstance  of  being  bom  outside  the 
limits  of  the  State,  of  which  his  parents  were  residents.  At  the  age  of  20,  he  emigrated  to  Galena,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  oonfeotiooery  business  till  1866,  when  he  came  to  La  Orosse,  and  engaged  In  his  present 
vocation. 

ISAAC  DIMOX,  foreman  ear  department  C  ,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  at  North  La  Cro.-,se;  is  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1832 ;  oame  to  Wisconsin  in  1855  \  was  at  Horicoo,  Milwaukee  and  several  other 
plaoea,  and  settled  in  La  Crosae  in  Angost,  1859 ;  has  followed  railroading  ever  ainee  he  oame  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  ha-s  been  in  present  position  ever  i<ince  he  came  to  La  Cros.'se  Ha,«i  been  Trustee  of  Village 
Board  of  North  La  Cronse.  His  first  wife  wa.^  Maria  Qilmore,  who  died  in  1870,  leaving  two  children — 
Arthur  J.  and  Charlts,  the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  2}  years.  Hia  aaoond  wife  waa  Mlas  PHainlht  Aikin- 
aon,  of  Jja  Crwise  ;  has  one  child  hy  s.'cond  marriage — John  F. 

IjEO  DOERFI.<l\iwEl{,  merchant  and  saloon-keeper,  Fourth  street,  between  Jay  and  King; 
waa  born  in  Baden,  (rermany,  in  1.S26;  hi.s  father,  .Joseph  DiK'rflin'ier,  came  to  America  iu  I  S  H,  and  ."fet- 
tled on  a  farm  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Shelby,  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis.,  his  being  the  second  farm  settled 
in  the  eonnty ;  he  died  ia  1860,  at  the  an  of  80.  Leo  oama  to  Amerioa  in  1855:  Hvad  «n  the  ftnn  with 
hia  flidiar  two  jsaia;  haa  resided  is  the  dty  aiooa  1857.  H«  waa  manied  in  La  Crosse,  in  1867,  to  Mary 
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Magdiilenii  Bundru.  also  a  native  of  Hadeii,  and  has  three  children — William.  Mary  Lucy  and  Mary  Mat'- 
dalena.  Wiliiam  D.  wafi  boro  and  brought  up  io  La  Croflse ;  has  be«a  clerkiDK  siooe  1872,  first  for  Rau 
ft  Klein,  and  aftennrd  for  John  C.  Smub,  nnd  u  abo  in  company  widi  hie  &&«r  in  the  store  on  Fonrth 
street. 

FAAKK  OOEBBBa  hardware  merduat;  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  Aiutm,  born  in  IHM ;  came 
to  Amerioa  b  18S5,  landing  in  New  Yoric ;  he  went  to  Canada  where  he  TMided  one  year,  and  came  to 

Wi-rnn-iii  in  1  ><5fi  :  he  lived  two  nionth.s  in  Maiii^on  ;  then  went  to  Sauk  Tity  and  worked  six  months, 
and  came  tu  La  Oii^e  in  Au;;u.st,  Ihaii;  he  remained  in  La  Cruaae  till  October.  iHb'J  ;  then  went  South 
and  worked  in  Memphis,  Tetm.,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  New  Orleans,  Li.  In  18H2,  he  enlisted  in  New  Or- 
loiins  in  the  14th  Me.  V.  I.,  Co.  H,  and  served  nearly  a  year  under  (leii.  Butler,  and  wa;;  then  diseharged 
on  acciiutit  of  siekneMS.  After  hi»  discharge,  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  has  reaided  here  ever  since  J uly 
G,  18tJ4  ;  he  went  into  tlio  hardware  bosincij^  at  No.  54  Pearl  street,  and  carried  on  horilMBB  in  the  same 
Iniildiiii^'  till  I  s7^.  wh<  n  he  removed  to  his  present  localioo,  Pearl  street,  where  he  has  a  gmersl  slock  of 
hardware,  slove-s  and  tinware. 

J<IHIV  C.  DOIVAGHOG,  hotel  and  saloon  keeper,  is  a  native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland; 
bom  in  1832;  came  to  America  in  1S4!I,  arriviuL:  in  La  Fayette  Co.,  Wis.,  in  July  of  that  year.  The 
following  spring  he  removed  U>  Galena,  111.,  and  remained  there  till  July,  18tii,  when  he  came  to 
La  Cro!^.    H&s  been  in  hi.s  prei^ent  businesa  since  \S6H. 

liKnUliL  DRAKE,  contractor  and  builder,  has  been  in  his  present  bnsinras  in  La  CrosM 
since  May,  1857.  and  a  resident  of  the  city  since  May,  1856.  lie  was  born  in  1829,  in  Essex,  Enghmd, 
Parif-h  ut"  tlreat  Pullingbury  ;  son  of  .James  Drake,  who  was  boro  and  died  in  the  same  parish.  Whrii  13 
jreaxs  old,  young  Drake  went  to  London,  where  he  resided  till  he  was  20,  then  came  to  America  in  April, 
1849;  lived  one  year  in  Appleton,  Wis.,  then  went  to  Ohio  and  lived  five  years  in  Cleveland,  then  one 
year  in  Chica^ro,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Cri)>he  in  sprin-^  of  185G.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  tr.de 
in  Apploton  and  Cleveland.  His  first  wife  was  Emilj  Drake,  of  Essex,  Eng.,  who  died  io  18ti5, 
leaving  four  ehildren,  Isabella,  William,  George  and  Lemuel.  His  second  wife  was  Ketara  Yiner,  she 
a  native  of  Eni;land,  by  whom  he  h.as  six  children.  VAlm,  Loui.-^a,  Lettie.  Henry,  Fannie  and  Katie. 

DAVID  DBUnnONDf  dealer  in  diamonds,  watches,  clocks  and  jewelry,  No.  35  Mais 
street,  has  been  in  bnrineas  for  himself,  la  present  location,  nnee  September,  1877.  He  waa  bon  m 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  Sept.  25,  1S49;  won  of  D.  D.  Drummond,  who  eauie  to  America  in  settled  IB 

CUyton  Co.,  Iowa,  and  now  lives  io  Dubuque.  David  Drummond  learned  his  trade  io  McGr^r,  loWa, 
working  with  R.  Hubbard  three  and  a  half  years,  and  six  months  with  Freneh  k  Riehmond  of  same 
place.  Came  to  La  Crosse,  Jan.  Kl  l*^?"!  and  ha.s  worki  il  at  (lie  l>usiness  since.  Wa.i  married  Feb.  3, 
1873,  in  .McGrei;or.  to  Misa  Julia,  daughter  of  John  Shadbult,  now  of  Georgetown,  Colo.  Has  two  chil- 
dren. I'n Ktioe  and  Harry. 

WIIjliIA9I  Dl'XCAX^,  policeman,  ha.s  been  on  the  police  force  in  North  La  Cros>e  since 
the  apring  of  1876.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  horn  at  Kiugsley  Falls,  Province  of  Queliec,  in  1?'47, 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  i  Strutch )  Duncan,  natives  of  Sootland.  Came  to  Wiwonsin  in  the  sprinfj  of 
lHt>7,  and  has  resii^ied  in  La  CnKs^e  finee  that  time.  He  was  enirau'ed  in  lumberitij-.  a^-  foreman  for  L.  R. 
Stafford,  for  several  year.-*,  and  afterward  for  Hogan  &  Chamlterlain.  He  was  married  in  1872.  in 
La  Crosse,  to  Eliza  A..  dAUL^htt  r  of  ThomaS  Elliott,  and  baa  two  childreu,  Edna  and  Mabel. 

JOHX  KHWAKD^i,  house  and  .si<:n  painter,  was  born  in  Suffolk,  Kng .  in  June,  1829. 
When  5  years  old,  liis  parents  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in  Canada  We^t.  His  father's  name 
was  Israel  Edw:iiij>  John  left  home  when  10  yearsof  age  and  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned 
his  trade  of  William  H.  Green,  serving  four  years.  He  went  from  R<jche«ter  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where 
be  remained  three  years,  then  three  years  at  Niagara  Falls.  Came  to  I.«a  Crosse  in  April,  1855,  and  went 
soon  after  to  Winona,  Minn.,  and  lived  there  and  in  Hastings,  Minn.,  till  the  spring  of  1857,  then  returned  to 
La  Crosse.  In  the  spring  of  1 858,  he  went  to  Texas,  but  only  suyed  a  few  weeks.  In  the  (all  of  ld7$, 
be  went  to  OsUfomia  aiid  was  gone  two  years,  then  returned  to  La  Croaae.  He  has  four  chiMraa  John, 
William.  Ida  and  Hedora.  He  waa  married  in  La  Choaae,  in  1859,  to  Wm  Ifam  Bradfield,  a  Mtifi 
of  Ohio. 

OBOIIfilB  BDWABDSI,  lumberman,  was  bom  Deo.  1, 1818,  at  Wtwdaor,  Broome  0».,  N.  f . 

Liv.  vl  there  three  years,  when  hi.s  parents  removed  to  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  being  numbered  with  their 
housohold  valuables.  Here  he  remained  until  be  was  18  years  of  sge,  when  he  started  for  the  W««t, 
•topping  on  the  Lodi  Plains,  near  Ann  Arbor,  NIeb.,  where  he  worked  for  a  abort  time  on  a  ftm.  la 
the  fall  of  that  year,  he  traveled  oti  Piot  all  th.'  way  from  Detroit,  Mieh.,  to  East  Troy,  Wii.,  wfao*  le 
worked  on  a  farm  fur  Augustus  timith,  at  912  per  montli.  In  1839,  be  made  a  purchase  of  a  htmfi 
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200  acres,  by  borrowing  money.  Ho  then  worked  out  by  the  month,  day  or  job,  for  two  or  three 
jetn,  and  finally  succeeded  in  buildin>{  lumsulf  a  little  shanty  and  purL'lia.sin^  a  yoke  of  oxen,  when  he 
began  the  cultirotion  of  his  own  land.  In  the  spring',  he  wa,s  taken  sick  with  inflammatory  rheumatism,  all 
■lone  in  bis  shanty,  but  wa^  soon  discovered  and  t>eut  tu  Eaai  ^^oy,  where  his  brother  resided,  lie  Was 
MOk  all  summer  with  the  rheumatism,  and  in  the  fall  had  a  severe  siege  of  the  bilious  fever  which  came 
nearly  proving  fiital.  His  parents  came  from  New  York  and  took  care  of  him.  While  sick,  he  sold  his 
farm  for  91,000.  After  again  ^ainin<:  his  health  he  opened  a  grosery  9tore  in  the  town  of  Bast  Troy,  and 
while  in  this  returned  to  his  native  home  in  New  York,  and  married  Ehsct*  8.  Edwards.  He  then  carried 
on  the  grooery  biWDen  nntil  hie  health  agaia  &iled  him,  when  he  wld  out  hia  stock  of  groceries,  and  with 
"his  wifi»  and  one  child  went  to  Texas,  where  he  remtined  through  a  winter,  and  in  the  spring  returned  to 
East  Tri)y.  In  IS.").'],  he  l  iui ;  overland,  with  his  brother,  to  Li  Orns-se  Co.,  and  purchased  H2il  acres  of 
land,  near  West  Salem.  He  returned  to  East  Troj  io  the  fall,  remaininji  there  through  the  winter  and  in 
1B54,  again  eame  to  La  nn»«e,  parehaaed  two  eitj  Iota  of  0.  K.  Lord,  where  he  now  fives  on  Sixth  street, 
to<rether  with  property  on  Front  street,  which  he  purcha.scd  from  F.  M.  Uublee,  and  in  the  spriu<r  of  IS.i.T. 
moved  hia  wife  and  family  to  La  Crosse,  and  during  that  year  formed  a  partnership  with  B.  P.  Hart  in 
the  hardware  bnsineaa.  In  Mareh,  1859,  their  store  and  atoek  of  goods  were  entirely  eoBBamed  by  fire. 
Subst'quently  he  entered  the  hardware  bu.^ines.^  al<mc,  fnllowint;  it  for  three  years,  and  wa.s  afterward  in 
the  same  business  with  Sylvester  &  Shepherd,  and  then  with  Chris  F.  Scbarpf,  and  finally  sold  and  went 
into  the  Ittiaber  and  wheat  busioflSK  mth  James  Viooentt  remaining  with  him  about  six  yean,  and  has 
nnoe  been  in  the  logging  and  lamb«r  bnsineaa,  and  is  tha  owner  of  a  considerable  amount  «f  pine 
lands. 

JOHN  H.  EOAIV,  Superintendent  of  the  Southwest  Division  of  the  C,  M.  k  St.  P.  R.  R. ; 

ha-^  been  in  his  present  position  since  June.  1S7<!.  He  i.s  a  native  of  Sprin'_'6cld,  Ma.H.s. ;  father,  M. 
Egan,  removed  to  Amboy,  III.,  in  185.5,  with  \m  family,  and  still  resides  there,  lie  wa.-*  iIhtc  in  1H52, 
engaged  in  the  constmotion  of  the  Illithiis  Central  Railroad,  and  has  been  connected  with  that  road  ever 
since.  .Mr.  Egan  was  connected  witli  the  Illinois  Central  Road  from  ISfM  to  1 H71,  and  from  that  time, 
till  187(),  waa  in  St.  L»>uis  connected  with  the  St.  Louis,  Kan^^as  City  d  Northern  road. 

LOL^IM  EGOERS,  saloon-keeper,  corner  Third  and  Pearl  streets,  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  in  1853;  .son  of  Henry  P];y^er8.  who  died  in  Milwaukee  in  ISG.'l  Louis  came  to  La  Crosse  in  the 
spring  of  1871,  and  has  been  in  business  tor  himself  since  1879.  Ilis  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
La  Crosse  in  1873,  was  Pauline  Meyer,  and  they  have  two  children — Amdia  and  Melvin. 

GHABIjEI^  W.  EHUAM,  saloon-keeper  on  South  Third  street,  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1854.  His  father,  August  Ehman,  was  a  locksmith,  and  came  from  Silesia,  Prussia,  to  the  United  States 
in  1841 ;  lived  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  till  1859  ;  then  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  till  1865,  and  since  that  has  resided 
in  La  Crosee.  Charles  W.  wss  educated  in  Detroit,  and  came  to  La  Croesc  with  his  parents;  was  engaged 
in  dertJog  till  summer  of  1879,  and  since  that  has  been  in  his  present  hosiness.  Nov.  20, 1879,  be 
married  Annie  L.  Smith,  of  I>a  Crosse,  an<l  has  one  child — Louisa. 

JOSiEPHUS  ESIEBYy  proprietor  of  livery  suble ;  was  bom  at  Corrinna,  Maine,  July  29, 
1834.  He  left  here  when  a  boy  of  10  or  11  years  of  age,  ;;oing  to  Tedbnry,  Mass.,  remaining  there 
about  a  year,  and  then  i;i)iiig  to  li  iwell,  Mm.^s,    In  February,  he  removed  to  Gencsco,  Henry  Co., 

111.,  and  was  there  engaged  about  six  months  in  opening  a  farm,  when  be  removed  to  La  Crosse,  where  he 
went  to  work  logging  on  Black  Kirer  for  his  uncle,  S.  F.  Weston.  In  the  fall  of  1854,  he  returned  to 
Lowell,  rcmaininir  tliere  until  I860,  when  he  apain  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  lopped  for  his  uncle  on  Eau 
Claire  River;  remained  there  until  1862,  when  he  opened  a  livery  stable  in  Genesco,  III.,  conducting  this 
untQ  1868,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Bamboo,  Wis.,  where  he  ran  two  sti^  Unea,  one  iVom  Baraboo 
to  Portage,  and  the  other  from  Barahno  to  Kilbourn.  In  ISCl'.  he  was  engaged  in  selling  lumber  on  the 
MissiHsippi  River,  .soon  afterward  starting  a  lumber-yard  at  Fountain,  Minn.  He  removed  to  La  Crosse, 
Feb.  ID,  187.'^  and  pureha.sed  a  livery  stable,  whieb  he  has  since  oonducted. 

EXERSO\  &,  OliSON^,  saloon-keepers  nn  Third  street;  have  been  in  business  in  pre.«cnt 
location  .><ince  March  13,  1880.  Henry  Eoerson  was  born  in  Norway  in  1843;  son  of  Ener  Hendrick- 
son,  who  died  in  Norway ;  came  to  America  in  1867 ;  was  in  Indiana  a  few  months,  and  has  resided  in 
La  Crosse  since.  He  kept  hotd  on  corner  of  Third  and  Jay  streets  from  1873  to  1875  ;  then  went  into 
the  Nora  House,  corner  King  and  Third,  till  July,  1S71I,  and  has  sinee  been  in  the  saloon  business.  His 
partner,  Chri.st  Olson,  was  bora  in  Norway  in  1844.  .son  of  Ole  Hansen ;  came  to  .\meriea  in  1  870.  lived 
in  Clark  Co.,  Wis.,  three  years,  then  went  to  California  and  engaged  in  lumbering  there  till  1878,  when 
he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  tended  bar  for  his  present  partner  till  they  went  into  business  together ; 
both  nniMiried. 
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C.  P.  ERBST,  proprietor  of  the  "  Peoples'  Garden  '  and  saloon,  corner  Fourth  and  Market 
straeUi  has  been  a  rendeot  of  La  Crosae  ainoe  September,  1857.  H«  wu  bora  to  Sohleswig.  Holsteia, 
in  1824;  son  of  C.  Pet«r  Brbat;  oame  to  Uirfled  dtetes  in  1850;  Mtded  in  Moline,  HI,  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  trade,  where  he  conducted  his  businesa  nuooesafully,  till  18r>7,  thc-n  ](><l  all  he  had  by  fire, 
and  came  to  La  CruHse.  ile  was  engaged  in  mcrcbaodiaing  in  Ia  Crosse  for  a  few  jeara,  then  went  into 
his  present  business  aller  fanning  about  foor  years  in  the  town  of  WasbiogtoD.  He  was  three  and  a  half 
yens  in  active  service  in  the  Prussian  army  before  comin?  to  America,  and  served  unrlcr  Gen.  Frant 
Sigel  in  1848.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country  to  M\m  Martha  Busch,  and  has  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  are  now  living — Sophia,  Louisa  and  (ieorf^e. 

H.£NRir  EBICKSOBff  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  boola  and  shoes  on  Main  street,  bi-twceo 
Fifth  and  Sixth ;  has  been  in  business  in  La  Crosse  since  1875.  He  was  born  in  Kuamiken  Sohn,  Ert- 
mark  Sokin,  Dais  Lan,  Sweden,  in  1840;  son  of  Brick  Olson;  learned  his  trade  in  Norway,  and  caime 
to  the  United  States  in  1869.  and  has  since  resided  in  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  in  1871,  to  Hilda 
Anderson,  a  native  of  Sweden ;  has  no  ohildren. 

P.  O.  EVEMSEN,  proprii  tor  of  the  Central  Hotel,  enrner  Thin!  and  Vino  strcctis ;  is  a  native 
of  Norway ;  born  in  the  city  of  Cbristiaoa  in  1842 ;  son  of  Even  Jargensen  (Siggerudej ;  came  to  America 
in  1879,  arriving  in  New  Toric  City  on  the  2d  day  of  August  He  eame  to  Minnesota,  md  lived  io  Red 
Winf?  two  months  ;  then  went  on  a  large  farm  in  Jack.'son  (^o.  as  a  cook,  till  December,  1880.  when  he 
came  to  La  Crosse.  He  was  married,  in  Norway,  in  1872,  to  Kliza.  daughter  of  Neils  Knud.^en,  and  baa 
two  children — Annie  and  Mary. 

JOUW  B.  FAIBBANKSi,  M.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Springfield,  Vt. ;  born  April  2<),  1847  ;  mo 
of  RoswoU  and  Brittainoia  (Burnham )  Fairbanks,  who  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1849  ;  lived  four  years  at  Oasiti. 
Wau.shara  Co.,  and  then  settled  in  Easton,  Adams  Co.  The  Doctor  was  educated  at  the  State  University 
at  Madijion,  and  studied  medicine  with  Boweo  &  Sugman,  of  that  city.  He  Kraduated  in  1878,  from  tlic 
HonMBopathie  Medical  College  of  St  Louis,  and  also  in  the  same  year  fW>m  the  Mteonri  Seliool  of  Mid- 
wiftry  ftnd  Diseases  of  Women  ami  riiildn  n  :  practiced  a  short  time  in  Juneau  Co  ,  Wi- ,  l  omint^  from 
there  to  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  at  Linden.  Juneau  Co.,  Wis.,  in  September,  1876,  to  Miss  Olive  A. 
AmstroDg. 

ALBKRT  FEHLBER<w,  eftbinet-maker ;  was  born  in  Prus.sia  in  1830;  son  of  Ludwig 
Fehlberg ;  learned  his  trade  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1S,"»4.  He  lived  five  years  in  Canada  , 
then  came  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosj«e  in  June.  18C0.  He  was  married,  in  1861, 
to  Matilda  Winkler;  has  seven  ohildren — Herman,  Matilda,  Bertha,  Paulina,  Ida,  David  and  Annie.  Mr. 
Fehlberg  has  been  in  the  hotel  basiness  for  several  years  in  La  Crosse,  having  kept  the  Union  House 
•evMi  years,  and  the  Central  Ho'cl  two  ye««.  He  Still  OWM  the  Central  Hotel,  OB  the  ooraer  of  Third 
and  Vine  streets,  but  hss  it  rented. 

W*  R.  FIBICHf  editor  and  pubfisher  of  the  La  Orasse  RepubUaut  and  Leader*  was  bom  io 
Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  Dec.  14,  1S47  ;  w.'i>  educated  in  j)art  in  Columbia  Co.,  and  i  nterod  the  office  of  the 
Portage  RetfUier,  uj^n  the  completion  of  hia  academic  course.  In  June,  1875,  he  became  identified  with 
the  journal  the  affiun  of  whieh  he  at  present  direeta.  rising  from  a  nominal  pontion  hj  the  sheer  feree  of 
industry  and  worth. 

AKDREW  FJELSTAD,  oi  the  tirm  of  Drescn  &  Il^elstad,  merchants  of  North  La  CrosMi : 
was  bora  in  Norway  in  1846;  son  of  Jens  Anderson  Fjebtad;  came  to  the  United  Sutee  in  18G9  ;  lived 
one  jear  in  Iowa,  one  year  in  Lanesboro,  Minn.,  and  since  that  in  La  Crosse.  He  clerked  for  different 
parttes  till  Sept.  4,  1880,  when  the  present  partnership  was  fo^m(^d.  He  was  married,  in  1862,  in  Nor- 
way, to  Karen  Augusta,  daughter  of  Congressman  Lars  Blilie,  of  Norway,  and  has  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Jens,  Nettie,  Laura,  Lars,  Augusta,  Alletta  and  Charlotte.  He  was  seven  years  in  the  cavalry 
servioe  in  Norway  under  Osesr  II  and  Charles  XV. 

FRKD  FLICK,  painter,  ((iroir  rf  Sen  nth  and  La  Crosse  streets;  has  been  a  resident  of  La 
Crosse  since  18b8.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1842;  son  of  Charles  Flick.  Learned  his  trade  in 
Switzerland ;  commenced  when  16,  and  served  three  years;  came  to  the  United  States  in  October,  1866. 
and  lived  in  Menonionee,  Dunn  Co..  Wis.;  worked  for  Knapp.  Stout  &.  Co.,  and  came  fn)m  there  to  l*a 
Crosse  in  18G8.    Was  married,  in  Octolx-r,  18(JS,  in  La  Crosse,  to  Mrs.  Mary  .Michel;  has  no  childrcD. 

JOHHf  FOSLf  saloon-kecfK'r,  formerly  contractor  and  builder;  was  born  in  Bavaria,  in  1828; 
came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1853 ;  learned  the  mason's  trade  in  La  Crosse,  and  followed  the  business 
of  contractor  and  builder  np  to  1876,  since  which  time  be  has  been  in  his  present  business.  Among  the 
buildings  he  put  up  in  La  Crosse  are  Gund's  Brewery,  City  Engine  House,  Heasley's  Block,  Scharf  Si 
Ring's  Block,  Funk's  Foundry,  Heillman's  Malt  House,  Michel's  Brewery  and  Rau's  Block.    He  learned 
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the  bUoksmith's  trade  in  Germany,  and  worked  at  it  till  he  came  to  America.  He  is  Secretary  rif  the 
Wisconsin  Odd  Fellows  Insurance  Co.  Haa  been  Supers'isor  two  years ;  Alderman  three  terms,  and 
Ooroner  and  Constable  one  year  each. 

W.  n.  FOX,  landlord  of  the  Cameron  House;  is  a  native  of  New  York,  liavinf;  been  born  near 
Honeoye  Lake,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  ¥.,  Deo.  6,  1824.  When  20  yeara.of  age,  having  completed  his  education, 
which  was  obtained  in  the  OMUBOII  aoikools  of  his  native  place,  Mr.  V&X  VMDOVedto  Wootter,  Wayue  C^., 
Ohio,  where  he  resided  two  yearn,  pntraced  in  millint:.  He  then  removed  to  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  was 
similarly  occupied  aotil  1848,  when  he  became  a  citizen  and  miller  of  Kingston,  Green  I^akc  Co.,  remain- 
ing here  until  the  spriog  of  1858,  when  he  went  to  Portage,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Veeder  Houho  at 
(bat  place.  In  Febroaiy,  1860,  he  controlled  the  Railroad  Hotel  of  the  same  city,  which  was  burned  in 
1863,  and,  daring  the  winter  of  1865-66,  was  also  identified  with  the  management  of  the  Union  Depot 
Restaurant  of  Milwaukee.  He  remained  there  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  resumed 
hb  iwidenee  in  Portage.  In  March,  1880,  he  came  to  La  Crosae  to  uke  charge  of  the  Cameron  House, 
and  has  mce  been  a  resident  of  the  Gateway  City.  Mr.  Fox  was  unTrfed,  in  Deeenber,  185U,  to  Mias 
and  has  one  iliui^'htcr. 

JOHN  FBAKCKLE,  grocer  i  is  a  native  of  Italvi  born  in  1813,  in  Veoioei  coo  of  John 
Franokle,  who  oame  to  America  in  laSO.    He  was  a  sulor,  and  was  engaged  in  that  hasiaeas  and  steani' 

b'>atin>;  til!  the  spring  of  1857.  making  his  home  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  up  to  that  time.  Since  tliiit  he  has 
been  in  the  grooery  business  in  La  Crosse,  and  has  never  had  a  partner,  haviog  been  in  that  bosineee 
without  change  the  longest  of  any  man  in  the  oity.  He  wss  maRieo,  in  St.  Iioais,  to  Mils  Sliia  HojriEiiH, 
a  native  nf  Germany,  and  ha.^  two  children  ;  George  is  living  in  HadisoB,  Wli.,  aud  hi*  daughter,  £liu- 
bctb,  is  the  wife  of  J.  Stimemao,  of  La  Crosse. 

HBNBY  FRAWKHBlf,  hook-keeper  forC.  Ik  J.  Hiehd;  has  been  in  bis  present  sitnstion 
since  Mnreli,  IR-^O.  He  was  burn  in  Oldenburt:,  Germany,  in  1847;  son  of  P.  B.  Franksen  ;  was  educat- 
ed in  his  native  city,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  Juno,  1871.  He  lived  in  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  six 
months,  Milwaakeeone  year,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1874.  He  was  married  in  1877,  to  Amelia  Bmridi, 
of  Lu  Crosse;  she  was  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  and  daughter  jf  Jacob  Em  rich,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1870,  and  died  here  in  1878;  bis  father,  P.  13.  Franksen,  died  in  Germany,  in  1873; 
.Mr.  Franksen  was  tbur  years  in  the  Prussian  Army,  and  hdd  tbeoSoeof  Seigeant  dnrti^  die  Fianoo- 
Prassiau  war.     Mas  only  one  child — Henry. 

AUiiillST  FftANZ,  saloon  and  restaurant  keeper;  was  born  ir.  Pruatiia  in  1840.  He  lost  htt 
fiitiur  in  childhood,  and  when  13  years  of  age,  his  mother  started  for  America,  with  her  family  of  seven 
chiMren;  she,  with  one  son  and  one  daughter.  dle<l  on  the  passage,  and  August,  with  three  brothers  and 
one  sister,  made  their  way  to  Wisconsin,  and  ^ettkMi  at  Black  River  Falls.  In  April,  1861,  he  cnli.stcd  in 
Co.  K,  5th  W.  y.  I.,  and  went  out  as  a  private,  and  was  in  the  service  till  Jane,  1865  ;  he  was  wounded 
five  times  during  his  term  of  service,  four  times  at  Cold  Harbor  and  once  at  Sailor's  Creek,  .\pril  6,  186&, 
by  a  ball  passing  through  his  body,  striking  his  right  breast  and  coming  ont  near  the  spine  ;  he  received 
a  ttaptain's  commission,  dated  April  2,  1865,  for  gallantry  di.splaycd  at  Uie  charge  on  the  works  at  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  and  at  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Creek,  April  6, 1865,  he  being  the  first  man  to  plant  oar  colors  on 
the  rebel  works ;  when  mastered  oat  he  belooKM  to  Go.  A,  that  company  having  bsen  consolidated  with 
Co.  K  and  one  or  two  otni  rn  ."^ince  the  war,  he  haa  been  running  as  pilot  on  the  Mississippi  River  in 
summer,  and  spending  bis  winters  in  the  South,  till  the  last  three  years,  has  been  in  his  present 
business. 

A.  A.  FREEMA\,  of  the  firm  of  .\.  A.  Freeman  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  flouring  mill.  <  nr- 
ner  Front  and  Mt.  Vernon  streets;  is  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  a  member  of  the  commission 
firm  of  Chariea  Height  it  Co.;  he  idso  owns  a  flouring  mill  at  River  Falb,  Wis.,  and  spends  a  part  of  his 
tine  in  the  West.  K.  ZKIPLKR.  the  ofhi  r  member  of  the  firm.  ha.s  bi^cn  a  resident  of  L  aCrosse  since 
1876,  and  a  member  of  this  firm  since  Sjeptember,  1878.  He  is  a  native  of  Bremen,  Germany,  and  came  to 
the  IJnited  States  in  1867.  He  rasided  in  New  Twk  Oity  till  he  came  to  La  OrcMe,  except  one  year  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

LiiO^VABD  FRKV,  butcher;  was  horn  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1835.  His  father,  Jacob 
Frey,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1853,  and  located  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  till  Sep- 
tember, 1856;  then  came  to  Wi.seonsin,  and  resided  in  I^a  Cro-sse  till  hi.s  death.  March  16,  ISKO.  lieonard 
Frey  left  Indianapf)li.s  in  1855;  lived  one  year  in  Chicago,  and  about  a  year  in  Madison,  Wig.,  coming  to 
La  Crosse  in  the  fall  of  1857.  He  has  been  in  his  present  business  since  March,  18GH.  He  was  married 
in  1857,  in  Madison,  Wis.,  to  Catharine  Haahe,  of  that  oity,  and  has  had  one  child,  whieh  died  in  1866, 
3  months  old. 
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BIOOBAPHICAL  SKETCHES: 


HE  V*  J*  B.  FHICUf  Pastor  of  the  Norwegian  Lutberan  Church  of  LaCroase ;  was  boro  io 
Norway  in  1^35,  the  «on  of  Rev.  Q.  Frioh,  who  died  in  the  old  emiDtry  in  1863.  Nr.  Wieh  gradraced 
from  the  UtiivtTMty  of  Christiana  in  18<>1,  and  was  onliiiit  rj  to  thi  niinistry  in  T*n2;  the  same  year  he 
aooepted  a  call  from  ihe  cborch  of  which  he  is  now  Pastor,  aod  arrived  in  La  Cronse  on  the  16th  of  Julj. 
He  resided  in  the  town  of  Onalaslka  liH  1872,  havioK  eha^ge  of  twelve  eongregations  in  La  Cnww,  Trem- 
pciileau  iiiul  .lacksoii  Counties.  He  has  resided  in  La  Crosse -ince  1S72,  and  is  now  President  of  the  East- 
ern District  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Synod,  which  includes  all  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  Rirer, 
irfth  220  ooogi^tioDS.  He  was  married  io  Norwiy,  in  1862,  to  Ganiline  NeUon;  h .»  fimr  Aildrea  ■ 
Gerhard.  Carl,  Johannes  and  Lilla. 

CHARIiES  FRIRDKBICH,  dealer  in  ^.Tocerii's,  provisions,  liijuor.  i-tc,  corner  Eishth  and 
Hood  .street*;  was  born  in  Nas.sau,  Germany,  in  ISOt! ;  son  of  .lacob  Friederiih,  :i  ttaeher.  He  came  to 
the  Cnited  States  in  I83tj.  and  livtHi  iu  New  York  City  til!  1846;  then  came  to  Wi'^consin  and  settled  in 
Hustisford,  Dodge  Co.,  where  he  rei^ided  till  1864.  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse.  He  is  a  cabinet- 
maker by  trade,  and  has  worked  at  that  and  Mipenter  work  Hinco  coioino;  to  La  Crosse,  till  he  went  inU)  his 
present  business,  in  FebruHry,  188u,  in  eonijiany  with  his  son  in-law,  Vincent  Mairich.  His  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Germany,  died  in  187G;  he  has  four  children — Louis,  living  in  St.  Louis.  Mo.;  Geor^^e, 
on  a  farm  near  Chippewa  Falls.  Wis.;  Oiroline,  now  the  wifeof  ViDoent  M»iiMi,his  putner;  Mid  Loam, 
now  Mrs.  Au^u.st  Strohel,  of  La  Crosse. 

JllliM  J.  FKl'IT,  attorney  and  ooanselor  at  law,  and  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Pmit  k 
Brindley;  is  a  native  of  Grant  Co.,  Wis.;  was  born  in  1840.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Norma!  School 
at  Platteville,  Wis.;  oame  to  La  CioaBe,  io  Augnst,  1  ST  1 .  and  taught  aa  Principal  of  one  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  this  dty  for  five  years.  He  raad^law  as  op{>ortunity  afforded  during  the  time  he  was  teach- 
ing, and  in  1876,  resigned  his  position  as  Principal  of  the  Third  Ward  Srhool.  and  bt'iran  the  study  oflaw 
in  the  office  of  Junes  I.  L^ndes^  in  1877,  he  graduated  from  the  Law  Department  of  the  State  Univenitj, 
and  commenced  the  practtee  of  law  in  Jnly,  1877,  at  La  Crosse.  He  was  of  the  flrm  of  Fmit  ft  Pfiind 
for  about  six  months,  and  then  continued  alone  till  June  1,  1880.  when  he  and  Mr.  Brindhn-  formed  a 
co-partnership.  He  was  City  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of  La  Crosse  during  the  year  1880, 
devoting  only  a  portion  of  his  time  to  this  worlc. 

M.  Ff'\'K  was  born  in  (Ir  rtnnny  in  At  the  age  of  21  years  he  emi^jrated  to  America; 

and  iu  18(i5  he  caiue  to  La  Crufse,  where  he  establibbed  the  La  Crosse'Steam  Boiler  Works.  (See  sketdi 
of  works  under  head  of  "  Mannfactnrtrs.") 

•fOSKPH  4ir.4I.R,  carpenter  and  millwright,  is  a  native  of  St  liawrence  Co.,  N.  V  .  boru  in 
May,  1836;  sou  of  Jo.seph  tiale.  Sr.;  <-ame  West  in  iH.')8  and  settled  in  Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  enlisted  in 
1802,  in  the  31st  Wis.  V.  L,  Company  D,  and  was  in  the  service  thrte  years,  and  Sergeant  of  his  company 
the  last  tw.)  years  of  the  time.  They  were  in  the  2Mth  Army  Corps  till  the  bjttle  of  Atlanta,  and  were 
then  transferred  to  the  14th  Army  Corps,  und  wi  nt  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  He  hfis  re>ided  in  La 
Crosse  most  of  the  time  since  he  left  the  artuy  lie  was  married  in  18ii2,  in  Prairie  dn  Chien.  Wis.,  to 
Mary  Schocnbergcr.  who  was  a  nativ(>  of  He.sso,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  Unite*]  Stati-s  with  her  parents 
in  18.56.  In  addition  to  his  otln^r  business,  he  is  ketjpin;:  a  restaurant  and  couteetioiiery  slure,  corner  of 
North  Third  and  ^t   Amh  w  strei-ts. 

WILLI4.I1  4iiALVIW,  Assistant  Division  Frei,:ht  Agent  on  the  Southern  MinnesoU  Division 
of  the  C,  M.  &  St.  I*.  R.  R.  at  La  Croasc,  is  a  native  of  Galena.  III.,  born  in  1847,  son  of  D.  Oalvio,  of 
tliat  place.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  R.  R.  Co.  from  1870  up  to  the  time  that 
road  came  into  the  possesabn  of  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  Co.,  and  was  Passenger  end  Freight  Agent  at  Ia 
Crosse  since  1876.  He  was  in  La  Crosse  in  (he  employ  of  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  Cb.  about  one  and  a  half 
years  previous  to  en;.'a<jing  with  the  S.  M.  Co. 

C.  F.  d^ABNliiB,  foreman  of  the  lumber-yard  of  P.  S.  Davidson,  at  North  La  Crosse ;  has  bees 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Davidson  since  March,  1866,  and  in  his  present  position  since  the  spring  of  187A. 
He  was  burn  in  Perry  Co..  111.,  in  1830,  son  of  Charles  Garner,  a  native  of  Virginia  c.inic  to  Wi.«o>n!'if> 
in  184S,  and  lived  in  La  Fayette  County  till  the  fall  of  1851.  He  first  came  to  La  Crosee  in  April,  1651,  but 
returned  to  La  Fayette  County  and  came  here  •gain  the  following  October.  He  earned  on  a  bnteher-diep 
for  a  short  time,  an«l  the  follnw  in.-  winter  commenced  logging.  In  18.54,  he  went  on  a  farm  in  Tl  m-t'  ti 
Co.,  Minn.,  where  he  was  married,  the  same  year,  to  Harriet  Looney.  Uis  oldest  son,  Walter  H.,  ««» 
bom  there,  June  17, 1855,  and  was  the  first  white  child  horn  In  that  county.  He  returned  to  La  Crosie 
in  T^67,  and  has  resided  there  since.  Mrs.  Garm  r  iTu  d  Nov  12,  1 879,  leaving  four  children — W,^her 
H.,  James  M.,  Thomas  M.  and  Minnie  A.  Mr.  Garner  is  at  present  one  of  the  Aldermen  from  the  FifUk 
Ward. 
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W.  H.  OASPAKD,  deder  in  and  mannfiietarer  of  boots  and  shoei,  No.  3  Nortb  Third  street, 

was  hum  in  Waiikosha.  Wis.,  June  8,  184G.  His  father.  John  Oaspard,  was  OIM  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Wisooosin.  Ue  was  born  in  1810,  near  Metx,  in  France,  and  oauie  to  America  when  abont  25  years  of 
age.    He  vent  into  the  fbrnitnre  basinflss  in  Wanlcesha,  Jan.  1, 1841,  and  continaed  it  till  Jan.  1, 1881. 

W.  H.  Gaspard  went  to  Chicago  when  about  16  years  old,  and  clerked  for  II.  J.  and  W.  II.  WLthcrell 
a  few  months;  then  enliuttti  in  the  l.'Uth  III.  V.  I.,  Company  D,  and  was  in  the  service  about  nine 
months.  After  he  left  the  army,  he  wa;«  book-keeper  for  E.  Q.  L.  Faxon  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  one  year. 
When  20  years  of  a^e,  ho  returned  to  Waukesha  and  worked  with  hi.s  father  till  ho  wa.s  21.  He  wa.s 
married,  Jan.  IG,  1867,  in  Philadelphia,  to  Mi.ss  Lillie  C.  Kidridge,  of  that  city.  He  wt  nt  into  partner- 
sbip  with  his  iktber  till  1869;  then  was  in  business  one  year  in  Manitoiwoe;  sold  out  in  June,  1870,  and 
traveled  for  seven  years,  most  of  the  time  dealing;  in  niu.xical  inftrument^?.  His  health  failintr,  lie  pave  up 
biuiness  fur  about  a  year.  In  March,  1879,  he  commenced  clerking  in  the  boot  and  shoe  store  of  W.  T. 
Sammafieldf  and  die  fbllowiitg  Angost  went  into  business  for  binsslf  and  eontinnes  it  up  to  the  iMreseni 
time. 

E.  4j}.4TKS,  cooper,  baa  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  1S76.  He  was  born  in  Chautau- 
qun  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1853,  son  of  C.  L.  (rat«s.  who  died  in  New  York  in  1856.  Mr.  Q-ates  went  to  Clinton, 
town,  where  he  learned  his  trade  and  remained  three  yearn;  then  traveled  till  1876,  when  he  settled  in 
Ln  Crosse.  He  was  married  in  1878,  to  Hiss  Maggie  Walker,  daughter  of  Peter  Walker,  who' came  to 
La  Crosi-se  in  185!),  and  wa.s  in  a  grocery  store.    They  have  one  child — George. 

STfiPHAlf  GAIJTEBT,  manaiaetnrer  and  dealer  in  furniture  and  carpets,  has  been  *  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  since  Jane,  1858,  and  has  been  in  bis  present  bosiness  since  the  ml  of  1803.  The  fint 
t>  n  jt  ars  in  partnership  with  R.  Schwartz  (firm  of  Gautcrt  iV  Schwartz),  he  has  since  been  alone.  He 
was  born  at  iiaden,  Germany,  in  1833;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1854 :  lived  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.^  till 
he  name  to  La  Crosse.  He  is  now  Prestdeot  of  the  Cstholio  Life  Insaianoe  Soeie^  of  La  Cnasa  Diocese. 
He  married  Miss  Sophia  Wa  jiu  r.  of  La  Cros.se,  in  1861 }  hsi  SIS  children — Mwj  T.,  LoQisn  M.,  Heniy 
S.,  Sophia  K.,  Ma^  Josephine  and  John  George. 

JOHM  OAVTSCH,  proprietor  of  the  Main  Street  Meat  Maihet,  has  been  in  bosioess  in  La 
Crosse  since  the  fall  of  1S7'1.  and  in  hi.s  present  location  pince  1^75  He  was  born  in  Germany,  near 
Hamburg,  in  1844 ;  came  to  America  when  16  years  old  and  located  in  La  Crosse.  He  enlisted  there  in 
1862,  in  the  14th  Wis.  V.  I.,  Company  D,  as  a  private,  and  was  appointed  Corporal  Dee.  1, 1864,  b 
which  j)osition  he  .served  till  the  elose  of  the  War  ;  nearly  thre  yeursl.  He  waS  UUrned  in  1868,  tO  Annie 
Dwarcliuk,  and  lia.s  one  child — Eddie;  has  lost  two  girls — Lillie  and  Nellie. 

91.  W.  4irKAB,  fanner,  residence  North  La  Crosse,  is  a  native  of  Somerset,  En:;.,  born  in  1843. 
His  father,  Jonathan  <iear,  eamc  to  the  United  States  in  1844,  settled  in  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis.,  and  died 
there  in  1847.  Mr.  Gear  came  to  La  (Vo.sse  County  with  lii.s  mother  in  185(>;  lived  in  Bangor  Hve  years ; 
then  followed  farming  till  1874,  when  he  eaiuu  to  the  eity.  He  was  married  in  1^(35,  at  Sparta,  Monroo 
Co.,  Wis.,  to  Lorilla  Uiehaids<in.  Her  father.  Freeman  Richardson,  was  a  native  of  New  York  ;  came  to 
Wbicon-in  in  IS.iil,  and  died  Feb.  liJ,  Ii5  years  old.     ller  mother,  who  was  a  native  of  Franklin 

Co.,  Ma-^.s..  is  still  living  in  La  Crosse,  at  the  age  of  73.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gear  have  three  dlildren— BIsie 
E,.         M.  and  Ivlna  L.    Mr.  Gear  is  now  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Fifth  Ward. 

JOllX  <i}EBIIARI>T,  engineer  at  the  La  Crosse  Flevat^r  of  the  C,  M.&St.  P.  K.  K.  Co..  was 
born  in  Germany,  in  1847.  His  father.  Frank  Gebhardt,  emigrated  to  America  in  1848;  aetlled  in 
Watertown,  Wis.,  and  resided  there  till  his  death,  in  1877.  Mr.  Gebhardt  has  been  railroading  and  in  the 
employment  of  the  C,  M.  &  St  P.  R.  R.  Co.  since  1867,  and  been  ronnio;  an  engine  since  1871.  He 
was  married  in  187^^,  at  Watertown,  Wis.,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Christian  Hnbbe,  of  tlutt  plsoe,  and  has 
four  children — John.  Etta,  Bertha  and  Ernest. 

ABNliK  CiilliE,  of  the  firms  of  Oile  ft  Goodtand,  poric-paeken4,  and  Oiie  ft  Hotway,  lumber- 
men,  wivs  horn  in  Gainesville,  Wyooiinir  I'"  .  N.  Y  ,  Jan.  30,  1820.  Ho  remaim  d  here  until  October, 
1843,  farming  during  the  latter  part  of  this  time,  when  he  removed  to  Waakegan,  Lake  Co.,  Ul.,  where 
he  operated  a  saw»mil1,  bnilt  piers  and  docks  in  the  lake,  and  purchased  land,  eultivaring  it  until  1850, 
when  he  went  to  California,  n  tuniinu;  in  1H51,  and  ar<iiii  cultivatioL;  his  land,  until  the  fill  of  H.'il,  when 
he  disposed  of  it,  and,  in  November,  removed  to  La  Crosse  and  engaged  in  logging  on  Black  River,  for  C. 
0.  Wsshbum,  and  subsequently  for  himself,  and  has  lofSf^  it  up  to  the  present  time.  He  owned  an  in- 
terest in  the  La  Crosse  Lumber  Company's  Mill,  hut  disjuised  of  it  to  C.  C.  Washburn. 

BAYHOND  <;INZKE:Y,  cigar-maker,  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  Austria,  in  1845;  came  to 
Anerioa  in  1859;  lived  in  St.  Ijouis.  Mo.,  one  year,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1860;  hss  csrried  on  the 
manufkotnre  of  dgais  since  1872.   He  was  nuimed,  in  1869,  to  Aneli*  Mets,  daughter  of  Frank  Nets,. 
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one  uf  till'  early  tettlen  of  La  Croflse.  He  haa  three  children — Edwin,  Bnau  and  Buluurd.  Hit  fttlMr, 
Franz  Ginzkey  oame  to  La  Croese  in  1868,  aod  there  died  ia  1872. 

REV.  PAUL  GBYER,  Paitor  of  St  Joeeph'i  Ottholio  Olrarali,  La  Crone,  wm  born  Jan. 

25,  1848,  io  Bavaria,  (Tcrmany ;  here  he  was  eilucat«d,  anrl  ordained  to  the  PrIt?stho(Kl  in  Julv  11,  1  S72. 
Iq  October  of  the  aame  year,  he  came  to  America,  aod  located  at  Sauk  City,  Wis.,  where  he  rcmaioed  a 
year  and  a  half.  Ha  waa  then  aent  to  Fountain  City,  BnflUo  Co.,  when  ha  built  a  priest's  hoase  and 
schoolhouae.  In  187'),  ho  was  »ent  to  Eau  Claire,  to  organize  a  Gorman  congreg-ation,  and  remained  six- 
teen months.  This  congregation,  though  but  5  years  old,  ia  one  of  the  most  flouriiihing  in  the  diocese. 
Being  a  young  man  full  of  life  and  enei^y,  l.e  worked  too  luwd,  anstruiig  his  nerves,  anil  was  obliged  to 
retire  from  active  labor.  The  following  six  months  were  spent  at  the  Bishop's  house,  in  LaCrosae.  Hav- 
ing partially  recovered,  he  returned  to  8auk  City,  and  remained  eighteen  months ;  was  afterward  Pastor 
of  St.  Mary's,  Monroe  Co.,  and  St.  Joseph's  Charch,  thirteen  miles  from  La  Crosse.  July  1,  1880.  he 
took  ohaige  of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  La  Oroese,  where  be  baa  einee  offioiatod,  with  the  ezeeption  of  a  short 
poriod  spent  in  tlie  South  for  hie  health. 

wili.iah^gobel,  of  the  g  rra  of  Hnff  &  Gobel,  contractors  and  build<  rs  :  was  born  in 
Ciooionati,  Ohio,  in  1831.  His  &ther,  Jeremiah  Gobel,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  aod  his  mother,  whose 
aaidon  name  was  Hannah  Howe,  wna  bora  on  a  (km  wbera  the  oi^  of  Cincinnati  now  sunda.  Mr. 
Gobd  lanrae^l  the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  father;  came  to  La  Crosse  in  18.57,  and  has  resided  here  since, 
OSOept  three  years  in  Cincinnati — from  1858  to  18(32 — settling  up  hi.s  father's  estate.  He  was  married  in 
Cincinnati,  io  1854,  to  Miss  Mary  Harrison,  and  has  two  children  living — Mary  and  Elisabeth;  loot  one 
son,  Jeremiah,  who  died  in  18<i5,  aged  B  years.  Mr.  Goble  has  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  eversinee 
he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  has  been  contracting  since  1873.  The  present  partnership  was  formed  in 
January,  1877. 

H«  CKIDDAIID,  lumbemuuii  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  atnce  Ausust,  1857.  H« 
was  born  in  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  in  1836;  eame  from  there  to  Wisoonnn  in  1857.   He  has  been  engagnd 

in  logging  !<ince  18Gt>-  Tn  1 874-7.5,  he  built  his  snw-tni!l.  which  ho  continues  to  nponiti-.  He  has  but 
one  child,  Myrtic;  lost  one,  Jessie  Hartow,  died  inintancy  in  187B.  Mrs.  Goddard,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Marge(t«  Harlow,  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 

WILIjIAH  OOH RK^,  dealer  in  wines.  lii|aors,  cigars,  tobaceo,  flour  and  fe<'d,  So  •<!>  and 
101  North  Third  street;  ha^  been  in  his  present  business  since  1874,  except  the  ti.iur  and  feed,  which  he 
added  in  1878.  Ho  has  rended  in  North  La  Crosse  since  April.  1857,  and  followe>l  housebuilding  and 
millwright  work  till  he  commenced  merchandising  in  1 874.  He  wa.s  born  in  Germany,  on  the  River 
Rhine,  in  1837  ;  came  to  America  in  1850,  with  his  father,  Gebhard  Oohrcs,  who  settled  in  Waiertown, 
Wis.,  and  died  there  io  the  summer  of  1873.  Mr.  Gohres  was  married  in  June,  1803,  to  Anna  Strat- 
man,  of  La  Croaae,  and  has  eight  children — Annie,  Willie,  Freddie,  Mary,  Henry,  Jacob  and  Joaepb  (.twins) 
and  Afnies.    Mr.  Gohres  was  Village  Trustee  one  term  befbre  North  La  Crosse  l>eeame  a  part  of  the  eity. 

JOSEPH  S.  (i^OODLAND,  of  the  firm  of  Gile  &  T.oodland;  was  born  at  Taunton,  En- 
gland, Nov.  20,  1853.  Here  he  attended  school,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher ;  emigrated  to 
America  in  July,  IffiS,  and  loeatod  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  wbws  iio  worked  Ibr  Layton  ft  Pbakington 
until  the  fall  of  18f)(i,  when  he  removed  to  I>a  (^ms-r  and  entered  into  partnership  in  pork-packing  with 
•John  Langdon,  nn  Srrond  street,  tlie  firm  name  becoming  Langdon  &.  Goodland.  In  1872,  they  a-ssoci- 
ated  with  theniselvts^  Abn<'r  Gile,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gile,  Goodland  &.  Co.,  and  moved  their  place  of 
business  to  Third  (street.  In  1878,  Mr.  Langdon  withdrew,  and  Mr.  Goodland  has  ooodncted  the  bnainasi 
with  Mr.  Gile  since,  the  firm  being  (Jile  Ot  Goodland. 

ALEXANDER  OORDON,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Gordon  &  Manville,  whole- 
sale liquors,  is  a  Scotehman,  and  was  born  in  London  in  1815.  For  a  period  of  fifteen  years — from  1832 
to  1857 — he  was  in  the  drug  business  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  when  be  emigrated  to  Ameriea ;  oaaa  to  Ia 

Crosse  in  the  .sjiring  of  1><.")S.  goiiiL'  into  tin-  u'lix-^rv  business.  In  the  fall  hr-  jninr-d  a  Mr.  Morse  In  Opea> 
ing  up  a  liquor  bosineas,  which  has  grown  from  a  beginning  of  $10,000  to  f  100,000  a  year. 

W.  VBAHS  A  BBOflLy  dealers  in  groceries,  crockery,  flour  end  (M;  hare  been  in  busiuM 
since  .Sept  in,  1875.  eorncr  Third  and  Division  streets.  The  three  brothers — Wenxel,  -Iihn  an  1  .\ugast 
—comprise  the  firm,  and  were  all  born  in  Tetiiehen,  Germany;  sons  of  Augu.st  Grams,  win.  came  to 
America  in  1857,  with  his  family,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  La  Crosse  Co.,  where  he  died  in 
1865,  leaving  five  children — the  three  alresidy  mentioned  and  Annie,  now  Mrs.  M.  Punk,  of  La  Crosse, 
and  another  son,  Frank.  Aft(>r  his  death  the  family  removed  to  Vernon  Co.,  Wis.,  and  from  there  to  La 
Crosse  in  August,  1875.  The  oldest  brother,  Wcnzel,  carries  on  the  store,  and  (1m  other  (hrea  sic 
pbyod  in  the  boiler-shop  of  their  brother4n'law,  M.  Funk. 
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FBBDEBICK  Gt'EXTHEB,  machinist;  has  been  in  La  CroH.se  since  M»y^  1864.  He 
ma  in  boiiinees  for  bim»clf  from  1871  to  1876,  and  sinoe  that  in  the  cmpluy  uf  Juhn  Jatues.  He 
WM  bom  in  Weimar,  Germany,  in  1837  ;  bod  of  Johail  CHumtof  Guenther ;  learned  his  trade  in  the  old 
wnaolnr,  and  oame  to  the  Unitsd  StatM  io  1864.  He  wis  maniad  in  Ia  Oimm  Febroiiy,  1869,  to  Teo- 
htit  Pfinn,  tod  hM  Bix  otiUdreo — ^FMdie,  Ida,  Katie,  Lillie,  EmmB,  nd  an  infiint  not  nuned. 

H.  ©UEWTHEB,  caterer,  confectioner  and  fruit-dealer,  No.  71  Main  street;  was  born  in 
Saxonj,  Qemanj,  in  1846;  came  to  America  in  1863,  and  has  ainoe  that  time  been  a  resident  of  La 
Oroae;  has  been  in  bit  preMOt  biuiiMW  rinoe  tbe  fidl  of  1876,  aad  wm  tii  the  grocorv  budn«i  two  yean 
previous  to  that.  He  wa«  married  in  La  Oboaw  in  1878,  to  Wm  Mary  W«ix,  and  baa  three  ohildron — 
Bruno,  Flora  and  Thekla. 

€.  E.  Ci^LiGC^EIVBUEHJL,  baker,  Main  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets ;  has  been 
a  resident  of  La  CrosHe  »iaoe  1856.  He  was  bora  in  Switzerland  in  1830  ;  learned  his  trade  in  the  old 
oonntry,  and  came  to  America  in  1856,  with  his  parents.  His  father,  Henry  Guggenbuehl,  was  a  baker, 
and  resided  in  La  Crosse  until  his  death,  in  1860.  Mr.  Guggenbuehl  was  married  in  1862,  to  Cktbarina 
Retchert,  and  has  six  children — ^Emma,  Henrietta,  Louisa,  Klizabeih,  Henry  and  Edward. 

JOHW  GUND,  of  tbe  John  Onnd  Brewing  Company,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Croeae  sinoe 
August,  1854.  He  was  born  in  B:n]<  ii,  (lermany,  in  1830.  His  father,  George  M.  Gund.  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  family  in  1848,  and  settled  in  Freeport,  Ul  He  died  of  cholera,  July  29,  1850, 
and  hb  wift  died  with  the  aame  disease  three  days  aiUr.  Nr.  Onod  worfced  two  years  in  Dnbaqne,  Iowa, 
thru  went  to  Galena,  Til.,  ami  rontcil  a  brewery,  which  he  mana;xed  till  1864,  and  fhi»n  came  to  La  Crosse. 
He  fifist  built  a  Mmall  brew>>ry  uti  corner  uf  Front  and  Division  streets,  and  resided  uu  the  same  lot  till 
1873.  In  1858,  he,  in  ctimpauy  with  G.  Heilman,  bttOt  the  City  Brewery,  and  OOOtiaaed  in  partUMtahip 
with  him  till  the  fall  of  1872,  then  sold  out  his  interc$it  to  Mr.  Heilman,  and  commenced  the  erection  of 
the  Empire  Brewery,  which  he  still  owns.  The  John  Gund  Brewing  Company  was  organized  .May  1, 
1880,  and  consists  of  John  Gund,  and  his  two  sons,  George  and  Henry.  Mr.  Gund  has  five  children- 
Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Miohel,  of  La  GroaM;  Emma,  now  Mrs.  William  Luening,  of  Milwaukee; 
George ;  Henry,  and  John,  Jr.   Sfra.  Oond  died  May  18,  1 880,  at  the  age  of  49  years  and  6  months. 

j.  A.  HARRI!VGTO]V,  proprietor  of  tlie  Harringdiu  House,  in  North  La  Crosse,  Is  a  native 
of  Syracuse,  N.  V.,  born  in  1835  ;  son  of  B.  S.  iiarriagton,  who  still  lives  in  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  T.,  eight 
aiBei  iVom  the  city  ofSyraenee.  Mr.  Harrington  eume  to  Wisoonsin  in  tbe  spring  of  18B4,ffeaided  in  POr^l^ 
City  till  the  fall  of  1858,  then  came  to  La  Ctokhc  Co.,  and  wa.s  enir:i<;cd  in  hotel  nicl  <lry  <^ood.s  business  till 
1861.  In  September  of  that  year  he  enli^^ted  in  the  regimental  band  of  the  lUili  W.  Y.  I.,  and  was 
noslend  ont  of  service  the  next  April.  He  then  went  to  BaralNW,  Sauk  Co.,  Wis.,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  till  1868,  and  from  that  time  till  1870,  was  on  the  road,  selling  goods.  He  then 
spent  two  years  io  California,  returning  to  Bangor,  Wis.,  and  came  from  there  to  I>a  Crosse  in  February, 
1877,  where  he  has  since  been  in  the  hotel  business ;  was  Town  Clerk  in  Bangor  two  years.  Me  was 
married,  in  Columbus  Co.,  Wis.,  in  the  fall  of  1855,  to  Miss  Charlotte  J.  Wells,  a  naUve  of  Oxford, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.    Has  three  ehildren — lAn%,  Alice  and  Frankie. 

H.  T.  HABBISOiV,  iiAintor,  hAst  refilled  in  La  Cri».«,s.:  ginco  May.  18r)7.  He  was  born  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  1844.  His  father,  William  Harrison,  came  to  La  Crosse,  with  his  family,  where  he  has 
ainee  resided.  Mr.  Harrison  enlisted  at  Cinebnati,  in  tbe  U.  S.  Volunteer  Navy,  and  was  in  eerviee 
thirteen  months  on  the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  Rivcr.-i.  in  the  gun-boat  Victory,  No.  iVJ.of  the  Upper  Ohio 
River  Flet^t,  under  Com.  Fitch.  After  he  left  the  army  he  clerked  in  a  jewelry  store  at  Cincinnati  a  few 
montii.'ii,  and  h;us  .since  follawed  painting  in  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  (daughter  of  Daniel 
Malbon,  a  lumberman,  who  oame  to  La  Crosse  in  1856,  and  died  in  1865),  of  La  ClOMe,  Sept.  10,  1867. 
They  have  three  children — Hattie,  Bertie  and  Jimmy. 

DANIEL  B.  HABBISON,  paper  dealer  and  paper'hanger,  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  since  May, 
1857.  He  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1842.  His  ntber,  Wuliani  Harrison,  came  to  La  Crosse  in 
1857,  with  his  family,  and  is  still  living  in  Ae  eity,  at  the  age  of  73.  Mr.  Harrison  enKsted  in  April, 
1R64,  in  the  4nth,  W.  V.  I  .  Cm.  G,  and  was  in  the  Hervice  five  months.  IL;  had  four  brotherH  in 
the  army,  William  L.,  Samuel  A.,  James  H.  and  S.  T.  Harrison.  He  was  married  in  1867,  to  Miss 
Flora  King,  Atugliter  of  Charles  King,  of  Tomah,  Wis.;  has  four  ehildren— Obarisa,  Freddie,  Bennie  and 
Gertie;  lost  one  son,  Arthur,  who  died  when  13  months  old. 


J.  E.  HABKNEf!^,  millwright,  was  born  June  24,  1842.  in  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H  ;  son  of 
Elisba  and  Ann  (Burgess)  ilarknees.  He  enlisted,  July  81, 1861,  in  the  3d  N.  H.  V.  I.,  Co.  I,  and  re- 
enlisted  in  January,  1864,  in  aame  regiment  and  company,  and  served  till  July  25,  1865.  He  was 
wounded  June  13, 1863,  at  Uonia  Island,  S.  C,  in  the  right  leg,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell.    May  13, 
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1864,  tt  Drury's  Bluff,  Va.,  he  reeeived  a  goii-«bot  woaod  tn  liia  right  thigh,  which  diMbled  him  ftr 
aetiTe  duty,  ami  the  balance  of  his  t.  rm  was  spent  in  <ioinf,'  hospital  duty,  except  ihe  list  three  mouths, 
daring  which  time  be  acted  as  (Jompaujr  Clerk.  Id  the  fail  of  1865,  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  lived  in  Jooea 
OosDty  till  December,  1869,  th«o  oame  lo  La  CroHe.  and  haa  baeft  hare  aboe.  Ha  waa  Buirfad,  Haidi 
Zt,  1864,  io  New  Hampahii^  to  Hiaa  Jana  Howa  of  hia  nalire  wautff  while  hMna  on  a  Audami^  Haa 
no  ddldren. 

IIV*  HANSCOHf  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  Heuly's  Block,  Main  street ;  luu  been  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Cro£se  since  February,  1856,  and  in  busineas  since  the  May  foliowinp.  fic  is  a  native  of 
Kennebea  Co.,  He.,  bom  in  1830,  bo  came  from  there  to  La  Croase.  lie  waa  married  in  Maine  in  1855, 
to  Miaa  Maty  E.,  dangjbtar  of  Freeman  ^w;  haa  torn  duUrBB— Willard  0.,  Sdwaid  8.,  JaraoM  H. 
and  Oraoe. 

J.  O.  HAOm  AMW ,  head  eagHieer  at  the  Yiotor  Mill  of  Wffliam  Llsttnan ;  is  ■  natfw  of 

\Vurt»  niberg,  (ii  ruiany  ;  born  in  1817  ;  son  of  Michael  Hagmann ;  learned  his  trade  in  the  old  country,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  18U7.  He  worked  in  Keadiog,  PeoD.,  one  and  a  half  jean,  then  came  to 
Wiaeonain  and  was  one  year  at  Sparta,  then  went  to  Blaok  Rnw  WtSk,  and  eaaae  fhmi  diera  to  La  Oroaae 

in  1873.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Luffelinan,  who  died  in  1873,  leaving  no  children.  He  was  married 
again,  the  same  year,  to  Mary  Kleinheinz,  of  Putnam  Co.,  Ohio,  and  has  three  children — Johanna.  Addie 
and  Josephine. 

JACOB  HAIIN)  dealer  in  groceries  and  provision.^,  in  Stone  Block.  North  Third  street,  hai^  been 
in  buBineaa  in  North  La  Crooae  since  1873,  and  a  resident  of  the  place  since  April  12,  1857.  He  was  burn 
in  Pnissia  iu  1850.  His  father,  John  Hahn,  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  in  the  spring  of 
1857 ;  settled  in  North  La  Croase  and  resided  there  till  hia  death,  Not.  17,  1877,  at  the  age  of  62.  Hia 
mother,  whoae  midden  neme  waa  Anna  Sophia  CoppeUan,  ia  atill  living,  at  the  age  of  66.  Mr.  Haha  waa 
married  in  October,  1876,  to  There.^a  Schafermeyar,  of  La  &aaBa GoDDly.  Haa  two  eUldim— Maij  and 
Henry ;  lost  one,  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy. 

O.  C.  HALSt  druggist;  was  born  in  1849,  in  Norway,  ahont  twenty  milea  ftom  Ohratiaaia; 
son  of  Dr.  Frederick  K.  Hals.  He  was  educated  at  the  T^niversity  of  Christiania,  graduating  in  1872; 
came  to  America  iu  1873,  and  has  been  in  Lji  Crasse  ever  since,  except  fifteen  monthn  in  Albert  Lea, 
Minn.    He  is  now  located  on  Pearl  street,  where  he  started  bu.sines8  for  himself,  in  January,  1881. 

PISTER  HANSSONf  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  bouts  and  shoes  in  North  La  Croase,  was  bom 
in  Norway  in  1833;  son  of  Hans  Pet«rson  (Skanhood).  He  learned  his  trade  in  Norway,  and  came  to 
the  United  Stjite^s  in  IStjn,  He  work.' J  in  Vernon  Co.,  Wis.,  till  the  summer  of  1872,  then  came  to  La 
Croase,  and  has  been  iu  buhineas  for  himself  since  the  apring  of  1873.  Uia  Firat  wife,  Martha  Johnaoo, 
died  in  Norway,  leaving  two  children — Hannah  fsinoe  deoeaaed),  and  John,  who  ia  atSl  livinjK.  His 
seeond  wifo,  t.i  wlinm  ho  was  married  in  La  Cro-se,  w.xs  Mary,  dauL'liter  of  John  Hoff  i  now  of  Dak  1 1 
by  whom  tie  ha»  no  children.  She  was  the  widow  of  Ole  Evanson,  by  whom  she  had  two  children — Kmnu 
and  Tilla. 

H.  HKATH,  phntn-rapher,  i/^  a  native  of  New  York  Pity  ;  bom  May  31,  1831.  When 
about  8  years  of  age,  his  parent.^  removed  to  Tlatlsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  both  died  there.  In  April.  1855,  be 
came  to  Wisconsin,  from  Randolph,  Vt.,  where  he  bad  been  living  a  couple  of  years,  and  has  been  a  ra- 
ident  of  La  Croase  sinoe  that  time.  He  first  went  into  business  with  his  brother,  W.  F.  Heath,  as  oon- 
traetors  and  builders,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years,  added  carriage-making  to  their  other  businesa.  and 
about  six  months  after,  took  R.  C.  Tift  a.s  a  partner.  Soon  after.  H.  C.  Heath  and  Tift  bought  out  th« 
intereat  of  W.  ¥.  Heath,  and  carried  on  carriage-making  exclusively,  under  the  firm  name  of  Heath  it 
Tift.  Two  years  after,  Mr.  Heath  sold  out  to  hts  partner,  and  porehaaed  the  dagnerrean  rooms  of  J.  8. 
Patten,  and  ha.«  bt  en  in  that  business  ever  since,  •  xn  pt  five  years,  from  the  fall  of  isn>^  til!  the  fall  of 
1873,  in  the  grocery  business.  Mr.  Heath,  in  company  with  his  brother,  built  the  first  steam  shingle  mill 
in  the  cit^  of  La  Croase,  for  C.  L.  Ooteman,  and,  while  in  the  daguerrean  business,  drew  the  plans  and 

Secifications.  and  nuperintended  the  building  of  Mr.  Coleman's  second  mill,  which  was  afterward  burned, 
e  is  now  Grand  Uecorder  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  for  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and 
has  held  that  office  ever  since  the  urder  waa  ealahKahed  in  the  State. 

€t*  HIBll^BllAMWy  deceased,  was  a  native  of  Wnrtembcrg,  Germany ;  came  to  America  ia 
18S3,  and  resided  in  Milwankee,  Wis.,  till  1857;  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  worlced  a  few  months  io 
Michel's  Brewery.  He  was  ni  irried  in  .June.  \  in  Milwaukee,  to  Miss  Johanne  Bandle,  also  a  native 
of  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  Immediately  after  marria|^,  he  came  back  to  La  Oroaae,  and  went  into  parv 
n«mh^  with  John  Onnd,  in  the  Iwawi^g  baBiiMaa(hanDglaNnMd  dMtradain  Oamaay).  Thay  untiawad 
together  in  bmnieaa  till  1872;  iJiaii  ^UsmItwI  partooRhip,  and  Mr.  HeilamaBa  oonthiDad  buiaamaloM 
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is  the  old  place,  till  hia  deith,  Feb.  19,  1878.  He  left  «  wife  aod  ei^ht  ehildr«D«  MveD  daughtenand  one 
MO.  The  property  wis  Idk,  by  will,  to  Mrs.  Heilemaon,  and  she  oontiouea  the  boiineiB  in  her  own  name. 

JOHN  HEIIiliEll,  oooper  and  stockholder  in  the  La  Crosse  Co-Operative  Barrel  Manufactar 
iog  ComiMDj,  was  bom  in  Clavton  Co.,  Iowa,  io  1851,  bod  of  William  Heiller,  who  died  io  18t>9. 
Mr.  Hetl fer  Mamed  his  trade  in  his  native  riaoe ;  eame  to  La  Ctosm  in  April,  1880,  and  porohaMd  iitoflk 

in  the  pre$>ent  company  the  following  fall.  He  w:i<!  in;irr!(>'l  in  1874,  in  Clajton,  lowa,  to  Hiss  Matilda 
FUmd,  and  has  two  children — Fannie  Sophia  and  I^nttic  Anna. 

P*  H*  HICKISCHf  dealer  in  groceries,  southwest  l  orner  of  Ninth  and  Vino  fltrect«,  was  born- 

in  German  Bohemia,  in  1847;  came  try  Anii  ric^i  in   July,  s.  ttlffl  in  ]j-a  Crofse,  and  worked  at  the- 

tailor's  trade  till  the  »prinf;  of  188l>,  isinee  wlucli  ht;  tins  b  en  in  his  prestiit  business.  He  h«8  been  leader- 
of  the  Germania  Band  h'uil-v  the  spring  of  187U.  Was  uianicd  in  L:i  Cros-ic,  in  1869,  to  Theresa  Pillat,. 
and  has  four  children — Charles,  Annie,  Bertha  and  Willie,  ilis  father,  Frank  Hickisch.  came  to  America, 
in  November,  1868,  and  lived  in  La  Crosse  till  his  death,  in  December,  1878,  at  the  age  of  S7. 

WILLIAM  W.  HINKLRY  ;  bom  in  Rutland  Co..  Vt.,  November,  1831.     He  came  to- 
La  Crosse  in  February,  1863.    Married  Mary  J.  Fowler,  who  died  in  1871.    Mr.  Hiokley  has  one  child 
— •Inbol. 

UnCHOLAM  HINTZEN,  proprirtor  of  the  I.a  Crosse  vc^retiible  and  fruit  garden,  was  born 
Jaooary  17,  1826,  at  Strassum,  Luzembur-;,  licrmany.  He  went  to  France  in  1845,  where  he  worked  in 
a  floaring.mill,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1849,  and  located  in  Fenn.sylvania,  about  twenty  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  in  March  of  that  year,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm.  He  removed  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  in 
1850,  where  he  also  worked  on  a  farm.  Durint;  itiat  mxwc  year,  he  located  in  Prairie  du  Ohien,  where  he 
peddled  fanniuL'-niills  Aagust  5,  1851,  he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  and  started  a  store,  which  he  COOdMlod 
up  to  1863,  when  he  kept  a  hotel  until  1878,  when  he  went  into  the  gardening  busioaak  He  now  owna, 
a  (garden  of  22|  acres  on  Twelfth  street,  and  sapplios  the  dty  irith  Te^tabfes  and  ft'oit. 

n.  IIIRSHHEIHER,  proprietor  of  the  Lii  Crosse  Foundry,  on  Third  street,  eame  to  La 
Croeee  with  his  parents  in  1855,  and  hat  rosidod  hero  ever  since.  Uis  father,  Louis  Uirechheimer,  oame 
flrom  Gfermany  to  the  United  States  in  18S0,  on  a  sailing  Tessel ;  started  May  7,  and  arrived  in  Now  York 
City  on  the  4th  of  July  followini;.  He  lived  in  Indiana  Co.,  Penn.,  previoua  to  coming  to  La  Crosse. 
Mr.  U.  has  been  engaged  in  the  foundry  busines,-.  since  April  1,  18(!.5.  He  was  married,  Oct.  l.'i,  1876,  to 
MlM  Bertha,  daughter  of  Henry  Abraham,  of  Milwaukee,  and  has  two  children— Hattte  and  Louis. 

A.  HIRSHHEHIKR,  proprietor  La  Cros.se  plow  works,  Third  street;  was  born  n<'ar  Hulbron, 
Wurtcmberg,  Aug.  14,  1 840 ;  came  to  America  at  the  ago  of  H),  in  1850.  He  lived  for  six  years  in  Blairs- 
ville,  Indiana  Co..  Penn.  ;  moved  to  La  Crowe  April  17,  1856,  where  he  was  engaged  in  his  father's  store 
daring  the  sommeis  of  1856  and  1857.  He  next  was  employed  io  the  mill  built  by  his  father,  being  the 
■eoond  saw  and  grist  mill  erected  in  La  Crosse.   This  was  biomed  io  the  spring  of  1 860,  afler  which  he 

engagod  in  Stejjaibiiatin^',  and  built  iiml  run  a  small  .Hteanier  called  the  Eclipso.  o-i  I'oo^  River,  until  ISG'J, 
when  he  hcmn  to  work  at  his  present  busioesii,  as  narrated  above.  He  waa  married,  June  27,  1869,  (o 
Misi  Dora  Pox,  and  has  a  fhmtly  of  four  ohildren.  Mr.  H.  is  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  to  all  appear* 
ances  cood  for  a  score  of  years  of  active,  valuable  business  life 

J.  J.  llIR.^IillEI)IER,  law  and  collection  agent ;  was  born  in  January,  1839.  in  the  village 
of  Lshun  Steioafeld,  Kingdom  of  .Mulleraberg,  Germany.  After  having  taken  a  course  in  the  academy  at 
Wemsberg,  ho  emigrated  with  his  lather,  Louis  Hirshbeimer,  to  the  L'nited  States,  Itx  atin:;  at  Blairsville, 
Indiana  Co.,  Penn.;  in  the  fall  of  1856,  came  West  with  his  father  and  located  at  La  Crusoe,  where 
he  engaged  with  his  tkther  in  the  mercantile  busiues-s  and  afterward  in  the  lamber  trade.  In  October,  1859, 
he  was  married  to  Amelia  Camile  Keoworthy,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  after  the  burning  of  his  father's 
saw-mill  in  March,  1860,  he  ran  a  small  saw-mill  in  Brownsrille,  Minn.,  in  tha  ihll  of  1860,  left  for 
St.  I/oaifl.  Mo.,  but  finding  no  ojietiin^'  there,  removed  to  Napoleon,  Ark.,  whwo  tie  remained  until 
the  State  seceded  ;  finding  his  p<»itioD  as  a  Northern  man  untenable  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
he  decided  to  go  to  the  Padfio  Coast;  arriring  in  New  Orlesns,  La.,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  ho  re- 
mained there  awaiting  for  a  vessel  to  go  to  Panama,  but  finding  the  blockade  of  the  United  States 
Government  too  strict  to  allow  vessels  to  depart  for  the  Gulf,  and  the  Mississippi  River  having  been 
oloaed  by  the  Federal  Oovonimont*  waa  obliged  to  remain  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  During  hia 
forced  residence  there,  he  was  an  eye-witneas  of  many  of  the  thrilling  events  of  the  war  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  South  ;  after  the  capture  of  the  city  by  the  United  States  forces  under  Commodore  Farragut  and 
Gen.  Butler,  in  April,  1862,  he  received  employment  under  Butler's  military  administration  in  September, 
1862,  entering  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes  Government,  and  wss  soon  promoted  to  Quartermaster 
io  tho  9M  U.  8.  0.  I.;  aerrod  in  that  capacity  aotil  Juiaaiy,  1866,  and  was  Boaterod  o«t  of  the 
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United  Sut«8  aerrioe  at  New  Orleans.  ContioiMd  to  redde  in  the  latter  plaoe  until  Aa^ust,  1868; 
during  that  time,  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade,  bat,  owing  to  the  bitter  feeling  then  prevailing  u 
the  South  against  Northern  men,  found  the  undertaking  unprofitable.  Waa  preeent  and  participat&i  in  the 
convention  called  bj  Qov.  Wella,  which  ended  in  bbodv  riot ;  waa  in  the  Moohanioi'  Institate  wheo  the 
oonvention  wu  uaaHed  by  the  mob,  escaping  d«tth  mny  at  the  inMnnoe  of  »  personal  ftiend  in  the  ranb 
of  the  riot«-rs.  Oainc  to  La  Crosse  iu  September,  1868  ;  in  October  of  the  same  year,  located  in  Winona 
Minn.,  and  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  buaineu ;  reaided  in  Winona  until  June,  1878;  then  removed  to  La 
Crmbo. 

J.  D.  IIISCOX.,  proprietor  of  th<  N'urlh  La  Croaee  Livery  Stable,  and  ali%  of  the  confectionery 
store  on  the  comer  of  North  Third  and  St.  Andrew's  streeta ;  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Oroade  since  No- 
vember, 1854;  he  wm  born  July  9, 1832,  in  Weatarly,  B.  I.,  aon  of  Joseph  Hiaeoz,  who  is  atili  llvfaf  at 

Wcstorlv.  ^'2  years  old;  be  was  encrajicd  in  merchandising,  and  J.  D.  was  brought  up  to  the  same  bn^ine*. 
and  hiiA  tollowed  it  ever  uiuco,  cowing  (o  Wincunsin  in  1854.  He  wa^  married  in  Norwich,  Coon.  Mrhiie 
living  in  Rhode  Uand),  to  Mary  D.,  daughter  of  Lyman  Back,  of  Wiudh  iin.  Conn.;  he  waa  on  the  Sooth 
Side  three  year;*,  and  since  that  has  resided  in  North  I^a  Crosse.  Wrw  Tuwn  Treasurer  three  years  in  sne- 
(xswiun.  :uid  Ciiairmaii  of  the  Buard  uf  Supervisors  two  years.  lla.s  two  children — George  E.,  married  and 
trinu'  II  the  C.  M.  i*;:  St  I'.  R.  II.;  Charle.s  Irving  <  niniile),  clerking  at  the  Round  Hooaa  in  North  La  Crossa. 

•IOH\  IIOFF,  of  the  firm  of  liofl"  <&  Goble,  contractors  and  builders;  was  born  in  1838  in 
Sandre  Fruii,  Gudbransdalen,  Norway;  son  of  Ivcr  EoS,  a  carpenter;  learned  his  trade  of  his  father,  and 
eama  to  America  in  1858  ;  he  settka  In  LaCrananod  ha.H  been  in  the  kwioess  here  ever  since, two 
years,  1864  and  1865,  when  he  waa  in  Government  mnploy  in  Tenneaaee  and  Alabama  He  was  mmtiad 
in  1867,  to  Agnet  Brown,  of  La  Croaae. 

JACOB  HOHLif  plasterer,  residence  No.  67  Fiflh  street ;  has  been  a  resident  of  L:i  (Vo:<.se  >-inet^ 
June  2, 1866 ;  be  waa  bom  in  Baden,  Oermany,  in  1834,  aon  of  Christian  Hobl,  who  died  in  Baden  io 
1893.  Mr.  Hobl  came  to  the  United  Statea  in  1866,  and  settled  in  La  Oroase ;  hia  firrt  wife  died  on  the 
ocean  on  the  way  to  America,  and  he  wa.s  the  second  time  married  in  August,  1874.  to  Mir-s  Tina  Wiosky, 
of  La  Crosse;  be  has  tlirce  children — George,  Annie  and  Mary  ;  the  oldeat  by  the  first  wife.  He  learned 
wagon-making  and  dgar-makinp  io  Germany,  and  since  coming  to  the  United  Statea,  learned  plaBterinp;, 
barbering  and  gunsmithing. 

JF«  A*  HOJLBROOK,  book-keeper  in  the  mill  of  William  Listmao;  has  been  in  hia  present 
porition  sinoe  October,  1 879 ;  he  waa  horn  in  HartAnd,  COnn.,  in  1 854,  aon  of  Dw^t  HolhroolE.  He  waa 
educates!  in  hi.><  native  place  ;  lived  in  Chicago  from  1R70  to  1870,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse.  Re 
was  married  in  October,  1879,  in  Jja  Crosse,  to  Miss  Abbie  A.  Shepard,  daughter  of  Alfred  Shepard,  ooe 
of  the  early  settlers  of  ibis  city;  has  one  child — Carrie  Cole  Holbrook. 

JTOIIiV  31.  lIOLIiKV.  the  firm  of  llolley  &  Borreson,  bankers,  Is  a  native  of  New  York, 
coming  to  Wisconsin  iu  1866,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  busine^  of  banking  during  all  his  rcbidenoe  io 
the  State.  He  served  as  teller  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  La  Crosse  Ibr  three  years,  and  for  the  nine 
years  preceding  the  present  partnership,  occupied  the  same  responsible  jKisition  in  the  Batavian  Bank. 

WI1jI.<1ASI  H.  Ui^JijUKS^  clerk  in  the  boat  store  of  P.  8.  Davi<isnn  ;  w.ts  born  in  Holmia 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  1842  ;  son  of  William  Holmes,  who  died  in  Cralena,  III.,  in  1862.  William  S.,  enli8t*>d  in 
July,  1862,  in  the  96th  L  ^^  T  .  Co.  A,  and  was  in  the  service  till  the  cloise  of  the  war,  the  last  two 
years  as  Sergeant  of  bis  com|)aiiy.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Atlanta.  Chickamaoga. 
Lookout  Mountain,  and  several  others  ;  was  with  Sherman  iu  his  famous  "  march  to  the  sea,"  and  was 
never  in  the  boepiial  and  never  absent  from  bis  r^meat  during  his  term  of  service.  After  tiie  war,  be 
went  to  ateamhoatinfr  ftr  P.  8.  Davidson,  and  haa  heeo  in  his  employ  up  to  the  present  time.  He  waa 
marfied  in  1'^'>7  t  >  Fraru  e.s  H.  Graham,  of  Galena,  III.,  and  hus  t  wo  children — Mabel  and  Sadie. 

IjAF AY£TT£  HOJLllES,  agent  for  the  Keokuk  Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  sad 
cashier  for  P.  8.  Dnvicbon ;  baa  been  a  lerident  of  La  Craase  since  1867.  He  is  a  native  of  JeMSsn 
Co.,  Ohio,  born  in  \8M.  His  father,  Willium  Tlnliiies.  went  from  Ohio  to  Pittsburgh.  Penn  .  in  lj'43. 
and  removed  from  there  to  Galena,  111.,  iu  1846,  where  he  resided  till  his  death  in  1862,  io  the  5^  year  ^ 
hia  age.  Lafayette  Holmea  lived  in  Galena,  III.,  from  1846  to  1860 ;  ftom  that  time  till  he  eame  to  U 
Crosse  in  1867,  he  lived  most  of  the  time  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  has  been  connected  with  the  steamboat 
interests  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  old  "  Minnesota  Packet  Co."  in  1853  ;  has  been  in  bis  preseat 
position  j^ince  he  came  to  La  Crosse;  ha.s  three  children — William  H.,  Jessie  L.  and  Walter.  Hcwm 
married  in  Galena,  III.,  in  1S60,  to  Sarah  .J  Lee 

CtiABLES  HOLimBEilb')  proprietor  of  the  Pearl  Street  House,  was  born  in  6wedeo  io 
1847,  aon  of  Andrew  Holmgran;  eame  to  Aaaeiiea  in  1864 ;  lived  in  DHiwia  tiU  1866,  and  aiaas  thaft  Im 
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KMwM  »  lift  C^otM  and  baeo  engaged  in  salooQ-keepiog  most  of  the  time.  He  was  married  io  La  GnMa» 
n  1871  to  Vhtf  Thompaon,  and  has  five  children — Almd,  Charles  Ouo,  Willie,  Milbarn  B.  and  Kimdfe. 
Haa  bolel  accommodations  for  fifty  gae^^s. 

M*  B.  UOIi  WA Y«  OMDii^Mtarar  of  aod  dealer  ia  lumber,  lath  and  ahindea,  haa  beeo  a  raaident 
ef  the  «itj  of  La  Oraaae  rinoe  Ajnil,  1854,  and  haa  been  in  the  hiaiher  boaiBen  during  the  whole  tine. 
He  is  a  native  of  Somerst't  Co.,  Me  ,  born  in  1824,  son  of  Zacheus  and  Azaba  Jorn  s  nnlway  He  re- 
aided  in  bia  native  State  till  the  apring  of  1851 ;  then  went  to  California  via  the  Panama  route  and  returned 
to  Mi^  in  the  lU)  of  1858.  He  eMBo  from  there  to  La  Oroaae  the  spring  followiog.  Hia  fiift  with  wm 
fianh  Jane  Blackwell,  of  Maine.  She  died  June  4.  1^71,  leaving  four  children — Orlando,  Lilla,  Eugene 
and  Fred.  His  st^nd  wife  was  Mias  Jessie  M.  Hogan,  of  La  Crosse.  He  haa  three  children  by  the 
•eeaod  marriage — Harry,  Charles  and  Bernard. 

nATHEUN  HOSLY,  proprietor  of  the  European  Billiard  H.^1I.  is  a  native  of  Glarun,  Switzer- 
land, born  Jul;  7,  \S'.V.\ ;  came  to  America  in  1852  and  lived  in  Highland,  III.,  four  months,  Galena,  III., 
ftvr  yeara,  and  Dnnleith,  III.,  one  jear,  comincc  to  Crn&sa  in  tiie  summer  of  1858.  He  haa  been  in  his 
present  business  ever  since  he  came  to  La  Cro^ssi',  nnd  all  of  thr  time  in  this  city,  except  one  yesr  f  18G1  » 
io  St.  Louis  and  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  about  five  munthti  be  spent  in  Europe  in  18>>4.  He  is  one  of  the 
pfaaent  Aldermen  of  the  Second  Ward  of  La  Croaae. 

<^KORGE  HOWARD,  druggist;  was  bom  at  Sheepscom,  Gloooeater,  Eng.,  April  29, 
1832,  receiving  there  an  education  at  the  common  Mchools,  and  also  served  a  druggist's  apprenticeship  of 
five  years.  He  emigrated  from  England  March  28,  1850,  for  Racine,  Wis.,  where  he  arrived  June  1. 
On  bia  arrival  at  Kaoine,  he  oommenced  peddling*  not  finding  an  opening  for  a  drug  store.  He  aoon  dia- 
eovered,  howerer,  that  he  waa  not  well  adapted  lor  thia  Itind  of  hanoeBB,  and  Iwooming  somewhat  diaeonr- 
:ii;ed,  re3i)lved  to  return  to  England,  and,  consequently,  packed  bis  good.s  for  that  purpose.  On  {Missing  by 
a  carpeoter-sbop  he  stepped  in,  and  finding  they  were  minus  tlieir  requisite  number  of  hands,  hired  out  to 
then  for  60  eenta  a  day,  and  worked  at  thia  bnaineaB  from  JnncT  nntil  September,  1850,  when  he  went 
to  Walworth  Co.  and  took  churm'  nf  the  drug  store  of  C.  N.  McKer  at  Dciavan,  receiving  as  a  compensa- 
tion S8  per  month.  He  lell  Dolovan  for  Qeneva  Lake  in  1851,  where  he  remained  until  1852.  He  then 
ftmed  a  partnership  with  Samuel  D.  Haatinga,  and  noTod  to  La  Croase,  arriving  here  April  87,  and 
opened  what  he  believes  to  be  the  first  drug  store  between  Dubuque  and  St.  Paul.  He  soon  found  the 
drug  husincas  alone  did  not  pay  very  well,  so  he  added  a  stock  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware  and  fur- 
niture, and  opened  a  broker's  office.  He  diasolved  partnership  with  Mr.  Hastings  in  1855,  and  formed 
another  with  R.  11.  Elliott,  remaining  with  him  until  18.')8,  when  Mr.  Elliott  liisji  Lsed  of  bis  intere.'^t  to 
C  K.  liord.  and  Mr.  Lord,  in  ISliO,  sold  his  interest  to  C.  K.  Martindale.  Mr.  Martindale  died  in  1870, 
aioee  which  time  Mr.  Howard  has  condnoted  the  boainaas  alone. 

WIIjIjIAH  E.  HOWRf  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  was  born  in  Clayton  Co.,  Iowa,  .Ian. 
17.  1851  ;  son  of  H.  E.  Howe  of  Wendell,  .Mass.  In  18t>0,  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  entered  the 
State  Univer.iity  at  Madison,  his  parents  removing  to  that  place  in  1870.  He  was  a  member  of  the  grad- 
vatiog  class  of  1873,  graduated  with  first  honors  of  the  class,  and  was  also  a  graduate  of  the  law  depart- 
Deotchiss  of  1874,  He  waa  with  J.  H.  Carpenter,  of  Madison,  from  June,  1873,  till  the  spring  of  1874, 
then  went  to  St.  Lnui.>>,  Mo.,  where  be  pnotiaed  till  Angnat,  1876,  when  ha  oame  to  La  OvMaa,  whan  ho 
has  since  practiced  his  profession. 

FRED  HOWLV,  saloon  keeper,  was  bom  in  Luxemburg.  Germany,  in  1861 ;  ton  of  Chariea 
Howley,  came  to  .-Viu  Tica  in  ISOH,  and  lived  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  two  years,  and  came  (o  La  Cros.sc  in 
1672.  He  has  been  in  his  preaent  busioeaa  siooe  1878.  Has  two  obildreo,  Frits  and  Charlie.  He  was 
nanied  in  Yemon  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1878,  to  Misa  Lisaie  Mehr. 

Vm  A.  HUSHER,  editor  and  proprietor  nf  the  Faedrelinulrt  I'niii/iiiuleu.  was  born  in 
I)eomark  in  1825,  but  received  his  education  at  the  University  in  Norway.  Mr.  H usher  came  to  the 
United  Statea  in  1869.  and  arrived  in  La  Cmmso  in  Kovember  the  same  year.  He  was  aasiatant  editor  on 
the  Fatadrrtnndet  ntj  Emirjranten  till  December,  1^7H.  when  he  went  t4)  Minneapnlis  and  edited  the  Rud' 
^ikken.  a  Norwegian  paper,  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  took  the  po.sition  of  editor- 
ja^ief  on  the  paper,  wbiob  he  subsequently  purchased  in  1879,  and  atill  owna.  He  was  appointed  R^- 
iltar  in  the  United  States  T^and  Office  ut  Tia  ('ro-i,';e  in  1879,  whieh  position  he  now  boKN 

HERRSIANIV  lll'NIiVCw,  dealer  in  .agricultural  implenn  nl.s,  ha-s  heen  a  n  .-uient  of  Lu  Crosse 
MMe  July,  1868,  He  kept  a  saloon  one  year,  then  kept  a  iiiillinery  store  till  lH7t).  Has  been  in  hia 
INHent  busine?<s  since  H75.  Ho  vtan  born  in  Frus-sia  in  l'<41,  "in  if  William  Ilu^ini:,  who  died  in  Ger- 
nuy,  1862.  Herrman  lefl  Qermany  in  July,  186H,  went  to  England,  and  truui  there  to  Brazil,  where 
)m  laoMinad  two  nootha,  than  returned  to  Knglan4  and  oame  to  the  United  Statea  in  1867,  atriring  i« 
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New  York  Oity  on  the  28th  day  of  Bf ey.    He  fint  ireot  on  a  fwiD.  nen-  the  city,  three  monthi,  to  leera 

lo  epeek  English,  then  went  to  Syracuse  and  from  thereto  La  Cnis^'i'  in  July,  18(JB.  He  was  married  in 
La  GroBse,  in  1869,  to  Mrs.  Annie  Grinzuer.dai^hter  of  Anton  Hohlfeld,  and  widow  of  Wenxel  Griosoer, 

ar  whom  ehe  had  two  diUdren,  Brneet  and  Bertha.  Haa  three  diildren  by  the  aeeond  naxriage— Onr. 
ernnann  and  Imia. 

JOHM  JAHES,  proprietor  of  the  Pioneer  Foundry,  waa  born  at  Shrewsbury,  England.  Hera 
he  attended  the  Mehuolit  until  16  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Liverpoul  and  worked  fiir  Oeori^  Hevry 

Lockdale  &  Co.,  Wesc  India  merchantf*,  workio}^  for  this  firm  stn-entoen  years.  Tn  1871.  he  emigrrated  to 
America  and  located  at  La  Cros.*e,  entering  into  partnership  with  Frederic  Thornely  in  the  foundry  baai- 
ntm.    In  1H78,  he  purchasL'd  the  inter.  st  of  Mr.  Thornely,  and  has  ainoe  conducted  the  business  alone. 

VALENTIXK  JA€OB|I««,  blacksmith  and  waijon  maker,  shop  on  Third  street,  between 
State  and  Vine,  was  born  iu  Washiuj^tou  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1851.  Hia  father,  Adam  Jacobus,  rame  to  La 
Crofk«L',  in  18.').'!.  and  has  resided  hero  ever  since,  and  haa  held  several  official  positions  doriDg  that  time. 
He  was  Marshal  two  yearS)  Sheriff  of  the  county  two  years,  and  is  the  present  Street  Coramiasioiter  of  the 
city.  y.  Jaooblts  lewned  his  trade  in  La  Crosse,  and  was  married  there  io  July,  1876,  to  ChriistiDa 
Jacol»s<jn.  and  has  two  children — Peter,  William  and  Lillic  Catharine. 

DOmiVIC  JEHLISN,  proprietor  of  the  city  meat  iiiarfcet»  No.  41  Third  street,  was  bom  ta 
Stnaboni]!^,  Praaee,  in  1820.  oame  to  Aneriea  in  1849,  was  six  months  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  six  mootha 
io  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  then  lived  in  Wauke-aii,  111  .  till  1S.>2,  since  which  time  he  h:i.s  resided  in  La  Crosse. 
He  was  married  in  Waukt^u,  ill.,  in  185:^,  to  Anna  Faas  and  has  eight  children,  as  follows:  Charles, 
Louis,  Mary,  Emma,  Jos^ine,  iWinio,  Leahtrdt  and  Patti. 

BEKNT  JOIIIISOII,  painter,  of  the  firm  of  Manth  k  Johnson,  wat  bom  in  Norway  in  1856, 
son  of  John  Hydle,  who  eame  to  America  in  1875,  and  now  lives  in  Venum  Co.,  Wis.  Berat  Johnson 
lewmd  his  trade  in  Norway,  eame  to  Wiaeonsin  with  his  parents,  and  hae  been  painting  in  the  eity  of  La 
Oroaae  since  1876,  exf-epf  three  months  in  Chicago.  The  present  partnership  was  formed  July  23,  1880, 
He  was  niarriid  D-c  I.')  1>^79.  in  La  Crosse,  to  Liura,  daughter  of  Ole  £veDSon.  She  wa.s  bom  io 
Norway  and  >  im   i   Am  r  ii  in  the  fall  of  187*3.    Have  one  child,  John,  bom  in  Ootober,  1880. 

fcj.  JOIIIVSON,  proprietor  of  the  Norwejrian  Bakery,  on  Third  street,  between  Pearl  and  Jay, 
was  born  in  Norway  in  I8i:J:  son  of  G.  Johnson;  came  to  America  in  186G,  arrivinf^  io  New  York  City 
on  the  ll'th  of  October ;  was  about  a  year  in  Mioh^^,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  December.  1SG7.  He 
ibUowed  the  business  of  confectioner  and  baker  seven  yearn  in  Norway,  ami  has  followed  it  mast  of  the 
time  sinoe  he  came  to  La  Cro«Si>.  .\pril  1,  1871,  he  was  mariied  to  Martha  Anderson,  and  had  four 
ebildrcn — Jo.sephine  M:irv,  .\dolph  S.,  Olgar  and  Kmma.    Mr.  Johnston  owns  his  place  of  bu.siness. 

€}EOR4iiE  J.  jOHnSOlV,  Yard  Master  of  the  C,  M.  Si  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  U' Crosse,  hm 
been  in  his  nre^nt  position  since  April  1,  1880.  He  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14.  183T. 
His  father,  Jacob  Johuson,  came  West  with  his  family  in  1838,  and  settled  in  Kane  Co.,  III.,  on  a  J'artn 
of  50U  acres,  where  be  resided  till  bis  death,  Deo.  16, 1877,  ued  72  years  4  months  and  ^  days.  Mis. 
Johnson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Westbrook,  a  native  of  New  York  CSty,  is  still  Kving  on  the  Ibna, 
at  the  a>:e  of  G'J.  Mr.  Johnson  was  Commissary  Serjreant  of  .'5(1  Battalion  8tli  111.  V.  C,  Gen.  John  F.  Farn*- 
worth  commanding ;  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  and  was  disi  liaru''  d  at  the  end  of  one  year's  service  for 
disability  on  aeeonnt  of  rheamatism.  He  had  been  railroading  mu-  year  befine  he  entered  the  army,  and 
has  been  in  the  same  business  ever  since  he  was  discharged.  His  first  wife  was  .\manda  Rapalee.  of  Milo, 
Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  died  Aug.  2,  1862,  leaving  one  child — Miles  B.  His  second  wife,  with  whom  he 
is  now  living,  was  Jennie,  daughter  of  Ira  Snorer,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  ibrmerly  of  New  York. 

JIERKV  JOHIVJDOIV,  en^cineer,  running  a  .switch  engine  on  0.,  M.  &  St.  P.  H.  R.,  at  La 
Cross*",  is  a  native  of  Columbia  Co.,  Pcnn.;  born  io  October,  18  tU,  at  Esther  Fnmaoe,  four  miles  south  of 
Catawissa  Village.  His  father,  William  M.  Johnson,  waH  also  a  native  of  the  same  oonnty,  oame  from 
there  to  Wisconsin  in  March,  1856,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Dodge  Co.,  near  Beaver  Dam.  where  he 
resided  till  the  spring  of  1878  ;  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  still  is  living.  Jerry  Johnson  cjiinc  to 
La  Crosse  in  1866,  and  commenced  firing  00  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R. ;  has  been  in  the  employ  of  that 
oompany  ever  since,  and  has  been  running  an  engine  since  I87U.  He  was  married,  in  Sparta,  Wi«..  io 
1875,  to  Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  Rev.  K.  Yocum,  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  She  died  .May  22,  1878,  leaving 
two  (  bil  ln  n— Willie  Ray  and  Obocnee.  The  youngeet  one,  Clarenoe,  died  soon  after  the  mother,  whan 
only  two  months  old. 

B.  W.  JOHIVSSOIV,  millwright;  was  born  in  Norway  in  1840;  learned  bin  trade  in  Norway, 

and  eame  to  the  Tniteil  States  in  the  Humincr  of  18(»  t,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  La  Cross*'  He 
is  in  the  employ  of  PoUeya  Bros.,  and  runs  their  mill  when  it  is  in  operation  ;  is  uomairied,  and  rendot 
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in  North  La  Croaee.  Wit  filther,  Jens  HalvereoD  (Roone)  came  to  the  United  Sutea  in  187U,  and  oow 
nmiim  in  North  Lt  Onmn,  Ha  has  (wo  torn  and  (wo  dwighteiB  Uvtog  in  La  Gr(MB»— £.  W.  JoboMo 
(tho  anbjeet  of  the  pmMBt  ikfltQii),  do  Johinoo,  Sooa  Johown  and  Betsy,  now  the  wift  of  Jofio  Hill, 

of  La  Croeae. 

CU  ABLES  JOHNiiON,  proprietor  of  the  "  Moruiog-Call "  Saloon  ;  is  a  native  of 
Montreal,  Canada;  bom  in  1846.    Hia  fatoar,  Jama  Jobnaon,  a  naliva  of  Ootmey  Antrini,  Ireland,  waa 

a  wholt>aalo  dry  ^^oods  merchant  of  Montreal,  and  his  mother  waa  Marjiaret  Friol,  a  native  of  Philatle!phi:i, 
of  Irish  pitreiita^e.  He  was  partly  brought  up  in  Ottawa  City,  Canada,  to  wliich  place  his  pareuls 
removed  from  Montreal.  He  left  Ottawa  City  Sept  14, 1806,  and' has  been  in  La  Croaae  since  Utat  time. 
He  worked  oa  the  rirer  eleven  jrears,  and  has  been  in  hia  pieaent  business  since  1872.  He  was  married, 
Not.  20,  1870,  to  Mary  Ann  McMano,  of  La  Crescent,  Minn.  Her  father,  John  Lawrence  McMann, 
died  at  Ft  Siiellini;,  Minn.,  in  Government  service,  Pel).  12,  1865,  «ged  35  jean;  liad  beOD  ia  the  bO- 
itary  aorrice  about  two  and  a  half  years  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

liOCJIS  JOHVfflM^If «  nlooB-keeper ;  waa  bora  in  Norway  in  1844 ;  aon  of  Jam  Andenon 
( firildskjajiiicrnd) ;  (?ame  to  the  United  States  in  the  ppring  of  18H7  ;  lived  in  West  Salem.  T/H  Crosse  Co., 
about  throe  years  ^exoept  the  summer  of  1868,  which  he  spent  in  lUinuis),  and  has  resided  in  the  city 
nnce  1870.  He  WU  mairiad,  in  1873,  to  Mary  B.  Larwn,  daughter  of  Lars  Borreson,  of  Salem,  La 
Crosae  Co. ;  baa  two  ehiklm— Laara  Loaiia  and  Albert ;  anid  baa  loat  Uuea  cbildrao— Jean,  Claca  and 
Sena. 

JOHM  B.  JU!V€iBIVf  wiielesale  li<juor  dealer,  No.  43  Pearl  street ;  was  born  in  Luxemboig, 
Germaa^,  in  1831.  Came  to  Ametiea  in  the  apring  of  1853,  and  lived  in  Illinois  cue  year;  oanaeto 
Wiacooatn  in  1854,  and  eommenoed  life  in  La  CroaN  aa  a  elerit  in  a  grocery  and  liquor  store,  wblofa  be 

continued  up  to  the  fall  of  IS.')?,  then  wont  into  Kusiness  for  himself  in  the  sam»'  line,  on  Pearl  street,  and 
the  next  spring  bought  out  a  store  on  Front  street.  In  1859,  he  built  a  store  on  Main  street,  corner  ot 
Seeond,  wnere  be  carried  on  business  nine  years ;  he  was  then  three  years  in  Knndleaoo'a  liloek,  on  Sec- 
ond street.  In  1870,  he  erected  a  three-story  brick  building,  with  stono  front,  on  Front  stree  t,  which  h^ 
occupied  till  1874,  then  rented  his  store,  and  took  an  interest  in  the  liquor  trade  of  Charle.s  15.  S<ilberg, 
which  he  cundocted  from  1876  till  1879,  then  went  into  business  for  himself  in  bis  present  location, 
where  be  baa  remained  ainoe  that  time.  He  held  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  from  Jan.  1,  1864,  till 
Jaanaiy,  1866.  His  otdeat  son,  Charlea  W.,  entered  the  U.  S.  Naval  Sehool  at  Annapolis,  in  1874,  and 
ia  now  a  mid**!!;! m m  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

JACOB  proprietor  of  the  Canada  Uouae,  Seoond  atreet,  opposite  depot;  baa 

reaided  in  La  Crosse  rinoe  Deoember  4, 1858;  waa  ndhoa^ng  moat  of  tlie  Hma;  woriced  five  yearn  for 
the  C.  M.  k  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  thirteen  years  for  the  8.  M.  R.  R.  Co  ;  h:i.s  been  in  the  hotel  since 
May  15,  188U.  He  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Austria,  in  1843;  son  of  .>Iatthi!u^  K.Lsmann,  who  came  to 
America  with  his  family  in  the  fall  of  1858,  setile<l  in  .Monroe  Co  .  Wi^  .  wln-rc  lie  Ktill  Uvea.  Jacob  was 
married  in  December,  1865,  to  Caroline  Pagel,  and  has  five  children — Annie,  Mary,  Thereae,  Joaepb  and 
Jolin.  He  enlisted  in  February,  1866,  in  Ih.  A,  Slst  W.  V.  I.,  and  was  in  the  service  till  the  dose  of 
tbe  war. 

HEBBBBT  B.  KBBJLEB,  of  the  nunufacturioK  firm  of  Norton  &  Keeler,  aueoeasors  of 
Hart,  Norton  ft  Go.,  ia  a  native  of  Janeaville,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  T.,  bom  in  1846.    Hia  ibtber,  Blijab 

Keeler,  removed  to  Conncctiiut  in  1854.  Mr.  K.  enlisted  tlierc  in  l*^*!'!  in  the  27th  Conn.  V.  I.,  Co. 
V ;  was  in  the  service  nine  months,  and  then  discharged  on  account  of  nickneiM.  lie  came  to  Chicago  in 
1865,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  till  the  sprii^  of  1871.  He  was  then  Aaaiatant  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.,  in  Chica^ro  five  years,  and  left  that  position  to  come  to  La  Crosse. 
Henry  L.  Norton,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  i-s  a  resident  of  Chicago.  He  came  to  La  Croase  in 
1861,  and  started  tli.  |<r  sent  bu.sines>i  and  went  to  Chicago  in  1865. 

WILLIAM  IaUHH  KBNIVBTT,  M.  D..  S.  P.,  R.  S..  32°,  office  and  residence  No.  90  south 
aide  of  State  atreet,  between  Seventh  and  Bigtith  streeta;  was  bom  at  Newport,  Campbell  Co.,  Ky., 
Dec.  in  1827.  His  paternal  grandparents  belong  to  the  old  Maryland  stock.  His  maternal  L'r  iiid|iari  iit8 
belong  to  the  old  Virginia  stock  of  Daniels  and  Mayfields  of  North  Carolina.  Hiagrandl'ather  Keoneit, 
was  a  far  trader  with  tbe  Indians,  of  what  waa  then  knowa  as  tbe  Northweatern  'nrritory,  or  that  por- 
tion of  it  now  known  as  the  State  of  Ohio.  His  father,  Dr.  Press  Grave  Kennctt,  was  a  native  of  Chilli- 
oothe,  Ohio.  His  mother,  Mary  M.  Daniels,  wa.^  a  native  of  Eatontoo,  N.  C.  She  removed  with  her 
paieota  to  what  was  then  known  aa  Campbell  Co.,  Ky.,  now  known  as  Boone  Co.,  Ky.  Dr.  P.  G.  Ken- 
nett  mnoved  with  his  parenta  to  Falmouth,  Ky.,  and  waa  a  clerk  in  hia  fatber'a  diy  gooda  and  general 
aappliea  atore,  where  be  formed  the  ao4uaiotaooa  ^  Mary  Bf .  Danieb,  to  wlioai  be  waa  mairiad  at  VU> 


Digitized  by  Google 

I 


7M 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES: 


moath,  Kj.,  1819.  William  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  third  flhfld  m  a  familj  of  eight  eUt> 
dim,  and  tlw  Ihird  son.     He  removed,  during  the  first  year  of  hia  life,  with  Ml  ptmit*  to  PottHMNtth, 

Ohio,  and  thence  to  Louisville,  Ky.  His  first  remembrance  of  time^  place  nr  scenes,  wan  here  .  W 
remembers  carrying  a  newspaper  published  by  his  father,  but  does  not  remember  the  name  of  the  papor; 
be  also  remembers  to  have  witnessed  the  comaMnCMBent  of  the  Loaisrille  Canal,  around  the  falls  of  A» 
Ohio  River  at  I^oaisville.  Here  it  was  he  was  taaprht  to  read,  but  does  not  know  who  his  teacher  wa«. 
Here  his  father  lost  all  of  his  property,  twenty-seven  houses  and  lots  and  his  printing  office,  by  signing 
ptpen  for  a  friend  in  the  mercantile  baainesa.  His  father  studied  medioiDe  at  the  Transylvania  Univer- 
of  Leaungton,  Ky.,  and  after  loringhii  jmperty,  attempted  to  remoTe  with  his  family  to  St.  Loois, 
Mo.,  on  tbe  steamer,  Lake  Superior,  we  mention  tbe  boat  beeanse  of  ber  pecaiiarity  of  build.  She 
had  three  propelling  wheels,  one  on  either  side  and  one  at  her  stem.  She  was  not  destined  to  reach  her 
destination  that  season.  The  river  became  so  full  of  ice,  that  she  laid  op  at  (he  mouth  of  tbe  TennosMe 
River,  at  tbe  ihtn  thriving  village  of  Pfeduosh,  Ky.  Being  unable  to  prooeed  fhrtber,  bis  fiither  deter- 
mined to  ciiiinncnce  practice  here.  Ho  formed  a  co-partnership  with  one  Jo.seph  Merrill,  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  tbe  drug  and  dry  goods  and  general  assortment  of  goods.  It  was  a  part  of  their  plan  to 
fit  ont  tradiDg  boftts,  in  tlte  spring,  with  what  rsniuned  of  llie  fUl  ud  winter  stoolc,  pvt  them  in  ehaifs 
of  m  clerk  and  start  them  on  their  way  down  the  Ohio  and  M i-s.-^is-sippi  Rivers.     Thi.*  wa.«  in  the  latter 

eof  the  summer  or  autumn  of  1837.    They  failed  to  get  any  returns  from  one  of  their  boats  (tbej 
started  five).    His  Ibther  went  in  search  of  the  boat,  and  while  be  was  absent,  his  oopaitoor,  Memll, 
sent  hi.s  wife  to  her  parents,  loaded  tbe  entire  stock  of  gw>ds  then  on  hand,  on  a  large  keel-boat,  and 
starteii  for  New  Orleans,  then  to  Texas.    As  the  tel^raph  was  then  unknown  for  the  transmission  of  news, 
his  mother  had  to  wait  (he  hIow  process  of  the  ttails,  bj  the  then  slow  steamers,  to  oommunioate  to  her 
husband  the  departure  of  Merrill,  with  another  WOOMUI)  not  his  wife,  an<l  the  entire  reniainitiu  stock  of 
goods;  destiniitioii  not  certainly  known,  but  supposed  to  be  Texan,  via.  New  Orleans.    Hij*  father  was  on 
IiIb  return  to  }':i<iucah,  after  having  partially  aooomplished  his  objeet,  when  the  news  of  Merrell's  pfoead- 
nre  reached  him ;  he  immediately  started  in  pursuit  of  Merrill,  by  returning  to  New  Orleans  by  steamer, 
expecting  to  head  Merrill  oflf  there ;  but  Merrill  took  some  other  route,  and  after  weary  weeks  of  waiting, 
his  father,  being  sick,  started  on  his  return  home,  a  few  days  after  notifying  bis  wife  of  his  intention  ; 
bat  he  was  desUoed  now  to  reach  Paducah  again,  as  be  was  taken  sick  on  his  return  trip,  and  put  ashore 
in  an  nneondons  state  at  Helena,  Ark.    After  two  months  had  passed,  his  mother  received  intelligence  of 
her  husband's  illne^^s,  and  convale.sccneo,  and  that  he  had  news  of  Merrill  in  Texas,  and  would  start  on 
horseback,  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  ride,  in  pursait  of  Merrill.    His  mother,  thinking  she  might 
possibly  reach  Helena  befbre  her  hniband  started  again  in  pnmit  of  his  rasoally  co-partner,  started  on  the 
first  sti  amboat  bound  down  the  river  with  the  family  for  Helena,  where  she  and  her  family  arrived,  after 
two  weeks  had  passed,  to  learo  that  her  husband  had  started  for  Texas.    She  remained  at  Helena  tbirteea 
notttlw,  wiAout  reoeiving  any  direct  news  from  hm*  hiiabond.    William,  the  only  boy  at  home  (his  two 
older  brothers  having  been  sent  tn  FlMrcncc  to  .«i:hool),  wont  to  loam  the  bakery  business,  and  wiis  at  the 
wharf-boat  with  bread  for  the  steamboat,  when  he  discovered  bis  father,  who  was  then  on  his  way  to 
Padnoah,  not  knowing  that  bia  ftmily  were  then  in  Helena.     His  Ihther  left  the  boat,  and  was  re-nnitsd 
to  his  family,  at  the  hotel  where  thirteen  months  before  he  had  left  his  tninks*  and  effects  to  be  shipped  to 
Paducah.     Having  failed  to  secure  any  of  his  property  from  Merrill,  who  had  disposed  of  it  all  on  the 
route  and  in  Texas,  his  father,  with  aid  received  from  his  elder  brother  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the  Hon.  Luther 
M.  Kennctt.  decided  to  ctaMi^b  himself  at  Helena,  Ark.    He  again  started  in  the  druii  business  and  tbe 
practice  of  medicine.     William  wa.s  taken  out  of  the  bakery  shop  and  placed  under  the  care  of  a  private 
tutor,  under  whose  instruction  he  continued  for  fifteen  months,  when  he  was  float  to  a  select  school,  when 
he  remained  until  his  father's  death  in  1840.     The  two  older  brothers  were  now  called  home.  William, 
with  bis  oldest  brother,  Peter  David,  purchased  a  farm  and  commenced  raising  cotton.    Neither  of  them 
being  familiar  with  farm  work,  depended  on  hired  help,  and  such  instructions  and  assistance  as  their  neigh- 
bor planters  wen  willing  to  accord  to  them.    William  continued  his  studies  at  such  moments  as  he  oooM 
spare  from  the  farm  work.    Being  a  sickly  and  fbeble  boy,  farm  work  was  unsoited  to  him,  and  his  mother 
decided  to  remove  to  Ohin  with  tbone  left  living  of  the  family,  three  sisters  having  died  at  Helena  More 
his  father,    H'ta  mother,  the  oldest  and  joangmt  brother,  and  tbe  only  living  sister  (next  oldest  brother 
deciding  at  tbe  last  moment  to  remain),  removed  to  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  and  located  on  a  fhnn,  the  prop- 
erty of  her  brother  in  I;iw.  within  the  dlstanefl  of  eight  miles  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati.    William  worked 
00  his  uoclo'e  farm  during  the  summers  of  184:£-43,  studying  all  of  his  leisure  hours,  and  io  winter 
attending  a  adeot  school.   Ho  reeeived  fbr  two  yean'  fiunn  work,  from  diia  nnele  by  manrian,  one  pair  of 
boots  and  50  cents  in  money,  on  the  4th  of  Jalj,  1843.   He  now  detsrminad  to  manage  fbruasflK  H« 
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left  his  mother's  home,  before  hU  16th  birthday,  and  wait  turtunate  in  securing  a  lucrative  situation  as  ft 
sapercargo,  to  New  Orleaoa,  perfbrmiog  the  service  u>  the  sntire  satisfactioo  of  his  employer.  Dnriog 
thia  winter,  he  attended  school  at  a  private  academy,  at  Florence,  Boone  Cn.,  Ky.,  the  following  summer, 
^ing  to  Cincinnati  and  engaging  with  Hugh  J.  Brodie,  a  druggist,  and  continuing  with  him  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer  of  IH4»>,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  to  fight  tb^  Mexioaas  (unlisted  at  Newtown, 
Uamiltoo  Co.,  Ohio),  aod  was  elected  Seoond  LieatauDt  of  the  oompany  at  Montgomerj,  Hamilton  Co., 
mni  mrehed  to  Osnp  Wnhington.  After  drilliBg  one  month,  at  the  earaest  aoKeitstioo  of  Capt.  Turpio, 
his  mother  and  the  Captain's  motlit  r  li-  n'si^':[ied  with  his  Paptain,  ;ind  returned  to  the  drup;  ston'.  Dur- 
ing the  autumn  of  this  year,  Hrodit-  bought  out  a  dispensing  store  and  gave  William  full  half  interest  to 
take  charge  and  conduct  the  business.  After  sis  months'  trial,  he  abandoned  the  store  and  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Samuel  (ilarwood  Menzie,  a  former  colleague  and  friend  of  bis  fatlierV  To 
anstMn  himself,  and  acijuirc  the  necessary  means  to  enable  hiiu  to  attend  medical  lectures,  he  Laught  school 
in  Boooe  Co.,  Ky.,  and  in  Clermont  Co..  Ohio.  He  continued  to  teach  and  st  i  iy  until  1853,  when  he 
awtticalated  as  a  medical  student  in  Miami  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  attended  medieal 
ieetarsa  in  this  college  nndl  the  spring  of  1855,  and  daring  this  spring  he  fanned  a  eofiartaership  in  Ae 
practice  of  medicine,  with  Dr  I'^lirin,  at  New  Burlington.  Clinton  Co..  Ohio.  Becoming  disiUisfied  with 
the  practice  in  the  country  and  village,  he  retorned  to  Cincinnati  in  J  uly  of  the  same  year.  On  his  re 
torn,  he  leoeiTsd  a  propoeitioo  firon  his  fimner  preoeptor,  wirieih  he  aeoeptad  and  again  entered  Piof. 
Menzie's  office,  this  time  as  an  assistant.  When  nor  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pr«fe!i<inn,  he  intended 
lectures  at  the  oolite  and  clinics  at  the  hospitals,  until  June,  185H.  Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  his  wife, 
he  lefl  Cindnaati;  accompanied  by  her,  he  landed  at  La  Crosse  on  the  2()th  of  the  same  month,  where  he 
devoted  the  aost  of  his  time  to  his  wife,  huntint;,  fishing  and  seeing  patienta  for  other  physicians,  and 
prescribing  oeeasionatly  for  the  sick,  not  under  the  care  of  any  physician,  all  of  which  service  was  ren- 
dered gralutiously.  In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  to  please  his  wife,  he  entered  into  a  eontniol  with  Joshua 
Rogers,  Clerli ;  A.  T.  CUoton,  Treasurer  and  Elyah  Whitelaey,  Director  of  the  public  schools  in  the  city, 
as  SnperiBtendeBt  of  the  Pablie  Sehoob.  The  system  of  i^datfoo  into  primary,  intermediate  and  gram- 
mar departments,  was  first  introdueed  and  adopted  iu  the  City  Public  Schools,  undi  r  tii^  stiperintnndoncy 
Uavioe  filled  his  contract  with  the  School  Board  to  their  entire  satisfaction,  he  re.'^umed  the  active  prac- 
ties  of  hb  profession  in  the  spring  of  1857.  in  which  be  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  In  1861, 
he  was  appoint^^d  Examining  Surgeon  with  Drs.  P.  S.  McArthur  and  Dugald  D.  Cameron,  the  latter  as 
Surgeon  in  Chief  In  the  summer  of  18t>4,  he  received  from  tht;  lion.  .James  T.  Lewis,  Governor  of 
Wisconsin,  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  of  the  25tb  Vf.  V.  L,  with  orders  to  report  at  once  at  Atlanta, 
Qa.  This  appointment  found  him  prostarated,  with  an  illness  from  which  he  did  not  raoover  for  six 
weeks,  in  eonsequenoe  of  which,  he,  with  many  regrets,  telegraphed  the  Goremor  of  hit  inabflity  to 
accept  the  appointment.  His  mother  is  still  living,  now  near  Newport,  Ky,;  slie  is  inliarttSth  year,  and 
in  good  health.  He  was  married  ( within  three  blocks  of  the  house  in  which  he  was  han\  at  Newport, 
Ky.,  May  8,  1864,  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  MeKee.  She  was  horn  at  Pleasant  Ride,  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio, 
Sept.  22,  1827  ;  raised  and  educated  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  Principal  of 
the  Newport  High  School.  They  have  be<m  hle9fle<l  with  six  children,  four  s<in8  and  two  daughters.  Only 
two  children  are  living — William  Warren  and  Albert  MeKee,  who  are  attending  college,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
William  Warren  is  also  studying  music  at  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Music.  The  Doctor  is  the  oldest  estab- 
luhed  resident  physician  now  practicing  here,  except  P.  S.  McArthur,  M.  D.,  who  came  in  April.  Both 
came  in  the  .same  year,  1  >i^>C}.  Dr.  Ketinett  has  d>;voted  himself  assiduously  to  his  profession,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  learned  and  skillful  phyaioiana  in  the  State,  and,  but  for  his  great  modesty,  would  be  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  minids  in  his  proftsrion.  He  is  a  man  of  studious  halrits,  of  pobitive  oonvie- 
tion,  and  indomit.tbte  energy;  and,  for  what  he  believes  to  h'  ri^rht,  will  stand  against  thi-  world.  He. 
with  Dr.  McArthur,  and  Dr.  Cameron,  and  other  medical  gentlemen,  organised  the  La  Creese  County 
Medical  Sooiety  hi  1869.  He  is  ako  one  of  the  original  oharter  memheis  of  the  La  Croaas  Medieal 
College. 

JOHN  KKRIVj  blacksmith,  ou  Fifth  street,  between  Market  and  Winnebago,  was  born  in  Badeo- 
Oermany,  in  1840,  son  of  John  Kern,  Sr.,  who  was  also  a  blacksmith,  and  died  in  Baden  in  18G7.  Mr. 
Kem  learned  his  trade  of  his  father;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865  and  settled  in  La  Craase,  where 
he  bss  rinse  remded.  He  was  married  in  La  Crosse  in  1865,  to  Hiss  Koenigunda  Oroman,  also  a  nsthre 
of  Baden.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kern  have  bad  two  childn  n,  luid  huth  died  in  infancy. 

WIGHOLAS  KEBPfiN  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  came  to  America  in  1861.  Sept.  21,  IStil, 
he  enlisted  at  Winona,  Minn.,  hi  the  first  company  of  aavalry  raised  in  that  State,  and  acted  as  body-guard 
Ihr  Gen.  Curtis  Ibr  neikriy  a  year.    In  1862,  they  were  aaiii^ned  to  the  6th  Iowa  V.  L,  and  reaained  in 
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the  MTfiee  till  the  I61I1  day  of  Hay,  1886.    H«  wu  ttken  prisoner  it  Fort  Doadson  in  1863,  puoled  m 

tho  l»attlc-ficl(l,  and  exchanged  about  a  month  after.  He  came  U)  La  Crosse  in  1873,  and  has  been  en- 
ipgod  in  buyiD<{  wheat  and  keepiog  saloon  ainoe  then.  Ue  was  married  in  Bangor,  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis., 
ill  the  fall  of  IH66,  to  MuB  Lonun  Wnllcar,  and  has  six  eblMnD,  m  fi>lloim:  Anelia,  AdaUne,  Fiwk,  H«- 
man,  Louis  and  Tsahell. 

JAIIK!^  KEVIN,  City  Weifjhmaster,  is  a  native  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  bom  in  1823, 
Bon  of  Jamas  Kevin,  who  died  in  the  old  country.  Mr.  Kevin,  Jr.,  came  to  Anurioa  in  1851,  lived  in 
Milwaukee  till  1858,  and  s'\nco.  then  h  is  resided  in  La  Crosse.  He  was  in  the  procery  and  provision  boai* 
ue&i  from  the  time  he  eaiuc  to  Cro.s.'^;  till  he  wa^  appointed  to  hia  prej<eut  position.  He  was  Alderman 
of  tha  Seooad  Ward  twelve  years,  and  then  iwigoed  on  nmorin^  from  that  ward.  He  was  also  County 
Coroner  two  yean.  He  still  owns  two  stores  on  the  comer  of  Pearl  and  Third  atipett— one  20x40  and 
one  10x40  ;  also,  one  store  20x24,  on  the  rear  of  the  same  lot. 

HEINBICH  KIEXAStS,  florist,  comer  of  Thirteenth  and  Division  streets,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Crosse  ainoe  1869.  He  waa  bora  in  Neaateuio,  Germaiiy,  in  1825 ;  eame  to  the  United 
Statea  in  the  sprini^  of  1866,  and  settled  in  La  Ckmmi.  He  was  mniried  in  Oeraany  to  Frederika  Ge- 
richow,  and  has  live  children — Mary,  Theodore,  Lina,  Anna  and  Banno.  Mr.  Kienass  followed  wden- 
ins  in  the  old  country,  from  bis  boyhood.  He  served  three  years,  and  paid  830  in  addition  to  his  serriMi 
to  MBrD  the  trade,  fUlowing  the  bwineaa  thirteen  yeara  in  Stnditi  and  eight  years  in  Berlin  belbre  eoniag 
to  America. 

OTTO  KIEBf  pork-packer,  was  born  in  Holstein,  Qermany,  in  1834  ;  came  to  America  io 
1862;  Hved  in  Minnesota  one  year,  and  eaaM  to  La  OrooK  in  1863.   in  1864,  he  boaf(ht  bis  preiint 

location,  'M  and  '.U)  Pearl  street,  and  enjjaged  in  butcherioo;,  which  he  continued  till  1S69.  Then,  in 
company  with  bis  brother,  George  Kieoe,  he  built  a  packing-houHe  near  Quad's  Brewery,  at  a  cost  of  over 
•18,000,  and  continued  bndnoM  under  di«  firm  name  of  Kiene  Brothera  tiU  1877,  when  they  dissolved 
partnt.'rship,  and  Otto  Kiene  returned  to  his  old  place  on  Pearl  street,  and  continued  bu-siness  alone. 
When  he  boU|;ht  his  present  place  on  Pearl  street.  th<'re  was  only  a  small  fmme  building,  and  in  1879  he 
put  up  a  finvproof  briek  buildinf;  on  the  name  loti«,  in  the  rear  of  the  ftame,  32x120,  at  •  OOlt  of  about 
$4,000,  and  in  1880  purchased  the  houi^e  built  by  himself  and  brother  near  Gnnd's  Brewery,  and  uses  it 
for  a  slaughter-house.  Packs  about  4,000  hogs  the  present  year,  bu^inesa  amounting  to  upwards  of  (80.000, 
and  employs  eighteen  to  twenty  men. 

UEOBGE  L.  KIUfGSLE V,  Superintendent  of  the  aaw-miU  of  the  La  Crn»se  Lamber  Go.; 
has  been  in  his  present  position  ainoe  February,  1873  ;  he  is  a  native  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  botninl889| 
sou  of  Lyman  and  Caroline  (Strong)  Kingsley.  Was  married  in  l^banon,  N.  Y.,  in  1853,  to  EHahalh 
A.  Jooee,  of  Deerfield,  Mas.;  eame  Weat  in  1844,  was  one  year  in  Davenport,  lotra ;  from  there  he  vaat 
to  Miehigan  and  lived  in  Grand  Rapida  and  Mnakegpn  tHI  he  eame  to  La  done  in  1873 ;  waa  in  ehatigs 
of  some  of  the  be^t  mills  in  those  places  during  hi^  residence  (here  ;  was  also  in  charge  of  a  mill  at  Daveo- 
port.  He  has  three  children — Ida  M.,  Wallace  S.  and  George  L.,  all  at  home.  In  1862,  he  went  into  the 
iFnited  Statea  Naval  aorvioe  on  the  Misaissippi,  nnder  Oomnodore  Porter,  as  Second  Engineer,  and  waa  ia 
the  service  nearly  two  years  nn  th.'  boat  rhillicothe. 

G.  IT.  KLEIN,  mercbADt;  was  born  iu  Wutamberg,  Qermany,  in  1844.  In  1856,  hia  pareau 
emiRrated  to  AoMrioa  and  settled  in  Bnffido  Ok,  Wia.,  where  they  still  reaide.  Jan.  20, 1^66,  Mr.  KUa 
engaged  in  general  merehan<liHing  in  Buffalo  City,  where  he  <  >iitiimed  till  September.  l^tiD,  when  he  ram«" 
to  La  Crosse  and  went  into  partnership  with  Jacob  Kau  (now  of  Wykoff,  Minn^,  and  carried  on  bufinos 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bau  k  Klein  till  May  20, 1878,  sinoe  which  time  Mr.  Klein  haa  had  no  partner; 
he  is  liH-ated  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  Pearl  street.**,  and  carries  a  general  assortment  of  dry  goods, 
ing,  notions,  etc.  Tn  the  spring  of  187!),  he  wa.s  eleeteil  Alderman  of  the  Second  War<l  of  I>;i  Crosse,  which 
office  be  f'lill  holJs. 

ADOLiPH  KNOTHE,  molder  at  Smith  &  Merrill's  foundry ;  wa.s  born  in  1854  in  .Milwai- 
kee;  4iis  father,  Frank  Knothe,  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1863,  and  died  in  ISTl.  Adolph  was  married  ii 
1874,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  MisH  Katie  Behm.  He  ha8  been  working  in  his  present  place  far  the  lant  tm- 
teen  years ;  has  two  children — Johanna  and  Willie  ;  his  mother  is  atili  living  in  La  Crosse. 

CHARLK^i  KOEXKji,  Deputy  Register  of  Deeds,  Deputy  Clerk  of  Court,  and  insuranoeagMit; 
was  born  in  Prussia  in  lS;^tl ;  eame  to  America  in  1852.  and  to  lj&  Crosse  in  1855  ;  he  was  einpl>ved  as  cleri 
in  the  United  Sutes  Land  Office  in  La  Croaae  from  1857  to  1860;  waa  City  Clerk  from  1858  to  1861; 
R^iater  of  Deeda  two  years,  1862  and  18^ ;  ha  then  engaged  in  the  real  eetato  and  insnranee  boaiMa, 
which  he  continued  up  to  1ST",  when  he  waa  elected  Clerk  of  Court  and  held  the  office  six  ycar^^  in 
oeasion,  though  a  Democrat  living  in  a  Repablioan  oouoty ;  sinoo  1876,  has  been  employed  as  Deputy  Hegiilv 
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and  Dcpaty  Gieric.   M n.  Ko«n^  has  a  mtOiiMry  alove  oo  Third  MMt,  wli«n  tlw  haa  bean  dotng  liuiiMaa 

sino'  187(1 ;  th>  y  haT>>  six  children— J<j«eph  P.,  Charlotte  (now  Hia.  Fnulk  Baokar,  of  La  CSnma),  Joae- 

phinc.  Pbwbe,  Ida  and  Charles  Frederick. 

JACOB  KOHLHAUS,  of  the  firm  of  Segelke,  Kohlhaus  k  Oa;  was  born  ia  Sase-Weimar, 
(tfrmany.  in  1829,  son  of'John  Kohlhaus,  who  diod  in  the  old  country  in  18G8.  Mr.  K.  t-amo  to  Amoriea 
ID  1853;  workt'<l  tvfn  uiouth.s  in  New  Orleans.  La.,  one  year  in  Cbicagu,  and  haa  resided  in  La  Crowse  .sinc« 
September,  18.^)5  ;  has  been  in  his  pr&HCUt  huainaai  Mnoa  the  ftll  of  1863.  Hia  first  wife  died  in  1860, 
laaTio^  one  ebild,  which  died  moo  after ;  he  waa  mamad  apis  in  1862,  to  SuUoe  QiujeDbuehl,  a  native 
of  SwitMilattd,  and  a  aiatar  of  his  fint  wifh;  haa  fiTo  ohildran  hj  aeeond  marrtage>-Bertha,  Charlotte, 
Bmnw*  Adolph  and  Saline.    Mr.  K.  waa  Aldertuan  of  ThinI  Ward  of  La  Cro.<*8c  one  term. 

VBAnK  KBRITZ,  proprietor  «f  the  Bohemian  daacing-ball  and  aaioon  on  corner  of  Seventh 
and  Tyler  streets,  is  a  native  of  Bohonia;  eaoM  to  (JoHed  Statea  in  1867,  and  has  lived  in  La  Croaae  ever 
since.  He  i-  a  tailur  by  trade  and  has  worked  at  that  busineHs  most  of  the  time  since  coming;  to  La 
Crosse;  he  built  ihe  dancin<:  hall  in  the  winter  of  1881.  Main  building,  50x60,  with  dwelling  adjoining 
20x26     Has  three  children — Antony,  Gregory  and  Mary. 

FBAUK  KRKUTZ,  tailor;  was  bom  in  Bohemia  in  1847  ;  came  to  United  States  in  1867, 
and  has  lived  in  La  Crosse  oince.    He  was  married  in  1873  to  Paulina  Zahrdnik,  of  La  Croese,  also  a' 
native  of  Bohemia.    Haa  four  ehildnii — Mary,  Rudolf,  .loaeph  and  Eui  nm  '     His  father,  Joseph 
Kreuti,  oame  to  United  Sutee  in  1868,  and  ia  now  living  in  La  Croeae.    Mr.  Kreuts  owns  an  intereatia 
the  fKeaoral  iton  of  F.  Lopita  on  Fifth  etieet. 

FRED  KROKKR,  h.irdwnrc  merchant  ;  \>  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Grermany,  born  in  1834; 
came  lu  America  in  1851,  lived  one  year  in  Indiana  and  one  year  in  Janesville,  Wiit.,  coming  from  there 
to  La  Croase  in  1856  ;  has  been  in  his  present  bostneaa  alnee  1867.  In  that  year  he  built  a  aton  on 
Pearl  street  and  occupied  it  till  1^75,  when  his  business  re<|uirinp  more  mom.  he  built  another  store  on 
Third  street,  No.  16,  2Hzl00,  three  »torie2>  high,  where  he  haa  since  carried  on  \m  busiocas  and  keeps  a 
general  stock  of  stoves,  tinware,  nhelf  hardware,  farming  tools,  etc. 

WAIiDEHAR  KUfiUBL  butober,  Seventh  atraet;  waa  bora  in  PnuiU  in  1866.  He  fol- 
lowed  botoherinf^  in  Germany  till  1873,  then  flame  to  Amarka  aad  haa  mm  bean  a  naiienk  of  La  Oraaaa. 
He  waij  marrie<l  in  spring  of  1878  in  La  Croaae,  to  Mim  Sophie  Hermann,  and  has  one  duld— OamiUa. 
He  i«  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

JOHM  K  IJTZBOBiUKT,  of  the  lim  of  <*  SefKoIke,  Kohlhans  &  Co.."  and  Saperin  tendent  of 
outside  work  ;  waa  born  in  Prussia,  April  23,  11^26,  son  of  Andrew  Kutzhorsky;  came  to  United  States 
in  1853,  lived  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  I'rom  Dec.  23,  to  March  15,  1854,  then  went  to  Chieaf;o,  and  came 
ftom  there  to  I>a  Crosse  in  .\ii<;u!4t.  1856.  Una  been  a  member  of  the  pwacat  ftrm  since  1861).  He  was 
married  Oct.  1, 1860,  to  Wilbeimina  Martin,  in  La  Crosse,  and  has  seven  children — Bertha,  Charles  and 
Angnsta  (twins),  Pkotina,  Willie,  August  ai:d  CUm.  Have  lost  two,  John  died  in  his  16th  year,  Oct.  8, 
1869.  uiiii  Wilhehnina  died  the  ^ame  year,  li  years  old. 

LA  BAB  dt  JOHNSON,  oontraotors  and  builders,  Main  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh. 
Have  been  in  business  together  sinoe  April,  1879.  H.  W.  La  Bar  is  a  native  of  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  born 
in  l!^3fi;  eame  to  Wiseon.'iin  in  1856  with  his  parents,  who  settle<l  in  Merlin,  dn  in  f/ilce  To.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Berlin,  and  came  from  there  t<>  La  (!ro.<se  m  \H6b,  where  he  has  worked 
at  the  bosineaa  dnee;  he  spent  the  summer  of  1864  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  (loverOBMnt  emplOT.  His 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Rose  Helmle,  and  he  has  one  child — .\nna  May.  His  partner,  Andrew  Johnson, 
was  bom  in  Norway  in  1835,  son  of  .John  Johnson.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  and  cabinet- makers'  trade 
in  Norway  ;  came  to  America  in  1861,  and  has  lived  in  La  Crosae  County  ever  since ;  the  first  three  years* 
on  a  farm  in  the  town  uf  Bangor,  and  sinoe  that  in  the  city.  Ue  was  married  in  Norway  in  1861,  to 
Gunner  Andersdatter  and  has  no  ehtldren.    His  parents  died  in  Norway  before  he  oame  to  America. 

H.  B.  li.lFLIIV,  n.,is  a  native  of  Janie.'.towu,  Chautauqua  Co..  N.  Y.;  born  in  1>^.'U.  Hia 
father,  Kliakim  Lufliu,  came  West  in  1844.  and  settled  in  Kock  Island,  111.,  and  from  there  to  Houston 
Co  .  Minn  ,  where  he  died  in  1859  at  the  aiie  of  59.  Dr.  Laflin  first  studied  medicine  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
gradual ing  from  i'ope  s  Medical  College  in  1861,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  Bennett's  Medical  (College  of 
Chicago.  Ue  commeiieed  practice  in  Sterling,  ill.,  but  removed  to  Caledonia,  Minn.,  in  1862,  where  he 
practioed  Ull  1 870,  then  returned  to  Illinoia  and  practiced  three  yean  in  Dn  Boia,  eomiog  firom  there  to 
La  Crosse  in  1873,  where  he  still  remains. 

NIC  liAHUBR,  dealer  in  grooeries,  provisions,  floor,  feed,  etc.,  corner  Ninth  and  Missis- 
i!ij)j)i  >tre(  ts;  lias  been  a  re.sident  of  La  Cros.se  since  1^73.  and  in  his  preient  business  sim  e  June  1, 
18'7b.    He  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Germany,  in  1847  ;  oame  to  America  in  1873  and  came  direct  to  La 
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Croase.  He  wu  married  in  1877  to  Mia  Kate  King,  twd  Ins  ono  ehild— Idn.  Hie  fiitlMr,  WBOp  Lduun. 
died  in  18B1  in  Germany. 

WILLIAM  n.  LANO,  t'oreman  in  the  '  Victor  Mill,"  of  William  Listmao  ;  has  l>ctiu  io  his 
present  busincas  since  1865,  and  io  La  Groeae  since  1876.  He  was  born  in  Canada  in  1851,  lenrned  hb 
trade  there,  and  oaue  U»  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  1871 ;  he  waa  there  and  in  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  tiO  he 
matt  to  In  Crowe  in  1876.    His  fiilher,  John  Lanf  ,  is  liTing  in  La  Crosse. 

JOII\  LAIVCilDO\,  pork  jacker,  Third  street,  betwi^on  Stat*^  and  Vino,  has  been  in  boBine^^ 
in  La  Crosse  since  1866.  The  tirm  waa  lirat  Laagdon  &  Qoodlaod,  till  1872;  tbeo  Laogdon,  GoodUnd 
&  Co.  till  November,  1879,  and  sinoe  that  has  been  doing  bnstaeas  done.  Mr.  Langdoo  was  bom  in  the 
city  of  Kxotor  Devonshire,  Eng.,  Jan.  8.  1830  ;  son  of  John  Lanpdon  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1854,  and  was  in  the  soap  businesa  in  Milwaukee  until  1866.  when  he  came  to  La  Crosiie.  Mr.  l.<aDgdoo 
was  married  in  1860)  at  St.  Mary  Arches  Chnreh,  Exeter,  Eng.,  to  Susan  Sparks,  who  died  Mareh  6, 
1863.  He  waa  Barried  sgsin  io  Milwaukee  to  Ann  Boyd,  widow  of  Andrew  Boyd  and  daughter  of 
Frank  Wills.  She  hss  three  ehildrea  bv  her  first  husband— Joseph,  Andrew  and  Isabella;  has  two  bj 
hor  second  inurriage — John  Edwin  and  Maria  WiUs.  Mr.  LaqgdoB  Ims  two  childrsn  by  Ilia  int  wife — 
Floieoce  Elisabeth  and  Amy  Kate. 

BRBISV  IjAMGK,  foreman  and  engineer  in  the  fhetoiy  of  Segellce,  Kohlhaos  ft  Oo.,  was  horn 
in  Watertown.  Wis.,  in  18.')0;  .son  of  A.  W.  Lanije,  who  is  still  living  in  Wutoriown.  nt  thr  a-.;  i»f  t'.'). 
Mr.  Lsinge  came  to  La  Crosse  when  15  yeai's  of  age,  and  has  worked  in  the  same  factory  ever  since.  He 
was  married  in  October.  1873,  to  Louisa  (inggeubuehl,  a  native  of  SwitserhuMi;  hss  three  diildien  fifing 
-— Loui-a.  Adolph  and  Bertha.    One  8<in,  EruHt,  died  in  infancy  in  1^78. 

O.  LARi^ENf  of  the  firm  of  O.  Larsen  Si  Co.,  contractors  and  builders  and  dealers  in  sash,  doors, 
moldings,  lumber,  etc..  No.  9  South  Fourth  street,  was  bom  in  Norway  io  1838  ;  son  of  Lars  Oleseo. 
He  served  five  years  ai  the  joiner's  trade  in  Notw^,  eonmiendng  when  15  years  old.  and  followed  the 
IraaioeSB  in  Norwi^  till  1866 ;  then  came  to  America,  and  has  been  in  bosiness  in  La  Crosse  ever  sinoe. 
He  wns  married  in  Norwuy  in  IStVJ,  to  Rtmdine  Andersen,  and  ha^  si  vcn  children- -Annie  t  or  logeborgi, 
Jolia,  AothoD,  Louis,  Clara,  Empia  aod  Tilla.  His  partoer  is  Martin  R.  Haosao,  of  Centrslia,  Wood  Co., 
Wis.  Mr.  Lsirsen  was  flva  years  in  the  Norwegian  amy,  and  waa  a  Sergsant  in  Hedemarslce  Corps,  1st 
Brigade. 

BEKNT  LARSEW,  fon  mau  in  the  factory  of  his  brother,  Ole  Larscti,  lias  been  a  resident  of 
Lb  Crosse  since  1869.  He  was  born  in  Norway  in  18.')4 ;  son  of  Lars  Ole>L-t).  who  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  iamity  in  18ti9,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse,  where  he  still  resides  Mr.  Lareen  wan  married 
in  October,  1880,  to  Miss  Jennie  Johnson,  also  a  native  of  Norway,  who  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1873,  with 
her  parents. 

F.  JLAPITZ,  merchaot,  on  Fifth  street,  between  Mississippi  aod  Winnebago,  has  been  a  resident 
of  La  Crosse  sinee  December,  1860.   He  was  bora  in  Bohemia  in  1841 ;  son  of  rnuik  I^pitx.  Sr.,  who 

died  whin  young  Frank  was  utily  f">  years  old.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  18()(»,  and  settled  in  La 
Crosse;  haa  bi-cn  in  his  present  bu.siiies.s  since  March,  1880.  He  was  married  in  1.S63,  to  Rosalia  Lisko- 
vea;  has  five  children  — Mary,  Christina,  Caroline,  Joseph  and  Charlie.  Mr.  Lapitz  ha.«i  a  peneral  stofe, 
and  owns  the  buildins;  in  which  he  is  d«»iijg  busines.^.  but  F.  R  Kroutz  ha'*  an  interest  in  the  stock. 

DAVIU  LAW,  proprietor  of  the  freight  and  omnibus  and  tran^te^  line ;  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1833,  at  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  Co..  N.  Y.;  he  lived  there  until  23  yearn  of  age,  roceiting n eotomonoaehool 
ednoatioo.  In  the  spring  of  1 856,  he  came  West  and  located  at  La  Craaae.  Wis.,  wha%  &r  two  yeare.  he 
worked  ibr  a  onmber  of  diferent  persons,  when  he  eommenoeddediag  in  iee  and  general  boat  supplies,  fol- 
lowing this  for  four  or  five  years,  and  then  purchased  the  omnilMV  Knt  n  Mr  Bl  issoin  .  lie  sub^equcnrly 
pnrchased  an  interest  in  the  livery  business  from  Thomas  Davis;  aoon  after  purchasing;  the  omnibus  line, 
he  also  porohased  the  transfer  line  of  Mr.  Metealf ;  he  dispoaed  of  the  livery  bnsiness  to  Mr.  Davis  in  1876, 
and  now  conducts  the  omnibus  anil  freight  line  solely.  He  was  marrie<l  Dee.  24.  186.5.  Mr.  I..aw  i-  a 
tboiough  business  man  in  every  respect,  and  ha.s  held  thi-  position  of  .\lderman  in  the  municipality  for  a 
number  of  years  ;  he  also  owns  an  interest  in  the  La  Crosse  Street  Railway. 

EtiMLlAfii  LEaiJ&U,  was  born  on  the  2d  day  of  March.  1829,  in  Zurich.  Switseriaod.  He 
attended  the  common  and  hiph  schools  until  his  16th  year,  when  he  entered  a  wholesale  bosine<«  e(>tablisb- 
uieiit  a.>  an  appri  ritice  and  s<'rved  out  his  term  of  three  yeans.  After  traveling  for  a  wholesjde  house  .«  v- 
eral  years  iu  iSoutheru  (iermany,  France  and  Switserland,  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in  bosioess  with 
his  father.  Receiving  in  1 864,  after  the  death  of  his  fWther,  very  good  indnoemente  ftmn  the  Swiss  OonanI 
in  Sicily,  Italy,  who  had  an  exten.sivo  bankinir-hnuse,  and  worked  several  sulphur  mines,  he  accepted  hi* 
ofier  of  an  administratorship  of  one  of  his  mini.«,  which  position  be  occupied  about  oioe  years,  until  the 
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fioniract  with  the  proprietors  of  the  mine  expired,  and  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  respoiisihility. 
Id  October,  1868,  he  left  the  uld  world,  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  for  the  United  States  ;  he  lived  sev- 
«nl  years  in  Geor^na,  Tennessee  and  Hinoeiotft,  and  CMDe  to  La  Croase  in  June,  1874,  when  he  beoame 
pcLTtner  ot  John  Ulrich  in  the  book  and  Ktutionery  businesa,  where  he  remainad  until  elected  Aegiater 
Detnls  of  La  Crrase  Co.,  in  November,  1879,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

JIOHIV  LEOLEB,  foreman  in  the  brewery  of  C.  &  •!  Michel ;  was  bom  in  18B5,  in  Bonstetteo, 
Canton  Znrieh,  Switseriand  ;  son  of  John  Le^er,  who  died  in  the  old  oountry  in  1853.  Mr.  Lepler  came 
(0  America  in  1869  ;  lived  in  South  Carolina  one  and  a  half  years,  and  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  eight  nionthe  ; 
he  came  to  La  Croase  in  May,  1871,  and  has  been  in  his  present  situation  ever  since.  He  was  married  in 
1961,  in  Loele,  Canton  Neafchatel,  Switierland,  to  £liBa  Conrvoiaieri  b»B  fbar  okUdren — ^Eliae,  Emily, 
Hattie  and  Jennie. 

PETER  LEHBfEN,  proprietor  of  the  centennial  Huonuer  garden,  corner  Sixth  and  Hood  streets, 
ia  a  native  of  Luxemburg,  Gkrmaoy,  born  in  1843  j  son  of  Nicholas  Lehneu,  who  died  in  Lttzembuig 
Jan.  5,  1869,  in  his  70tb  year.   Peter  oame  to  Ameriea  in  1S62,  and  lefetled  in  La  Crone  Dee.  27, 1863. 

He  enlistcil  in  the  2d  W  V  C\,  Co.  IT,  and  served  till  the  clo.sc  of  the  war  After  the  war.  ho  returned 
to  La  Crosse,  and  was  tu  the  saloon  busiaese  till  tbe  spriog  oi  1875  ;  bu  then  rented  the  old  La  Croeae 
Bnnmer  garden  on  Siztb  street,  ran  it  fifteen  montlM,  and  uun  built  bis  present  plaoe ;  be  pnrdiased  the 
<>I<1  garden  in  .\pril.  ll^HO.  H(>  made  a  trip  to  Kurojic  in  1 869,  and  again  in  1H74,  remaininj;;  three  months 
each  lime;  has  a  saluou  on  St'cund  street,  between  i'earl  and  Main,  and  hImi  one  iu  connection  with  bis 
garden.  He  was  married  in  La  Crosse  in  1866,  to  Miss  Mary  Ncgie,  and  has  had  eight  children — Charles, 
Slisa,  Mary,  Katie,  Lena,  Theresa,  Frank  and  Annie  (twins  i ;  all  liviti;,'  but  ('harles  and  Frank. 

€/•  li.  IjIENf  drug^'ii«t ;  hits  been  in  business  in  his  present  location  since  September,  1877,  and  a 
resident  of  La  CrosMdnoe  May,  1869;  he  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born  in  1849 ;  son  of  Louis  Lien,  who 
is  still  living,  in  Norway.  Mr.  Lien  oame  to  America  in  the  spring;  of  1869,  located  in  La  Crosse,  and 
clerked  in  the  drug  business  until  he  cooimenced  for  himself  in  1877.  He  was  married,  in  December, 
1876,  to  Anna  Hanson,  daughter  of  Henry  Hanson,  and  has  one  child — Agnes  JnHi  phine. 

JOSSEPU  A.  LEINFELDER,  carpenter,  contractor  and  builder  ;  has  been  in  bis  present 
bunneas  in  La  Crosse  since  1870  ;  he  built  the  convent,  Bishop's  residence,  St.  Mary's  Church  and  several 
other  boildings,  and  drew  his  own  plans.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria  Feb.  25,  1833.  His  father,  John 
Hiehad  Leinfelder,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1842,  settled  in  Lorain  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  there  in 
1862.  Mr.  LMnfelder  learned  bis  trade  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  followed  the  bosiness  in  Lontn  Co.,  Ohio, 
till  1865,  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  lived  five  y-  ar-i  in  JelTerson,  and  oame  from  there  to  La  Cross*;.  He 
waa  married,  in  Lorain  Co.,  to  Cathariue  iiaidaof,  and  has  nine  children,  as  follows :  Mary,  Michael,  £llen, 
Joaeph,  Frank,  Stephen,  Henry,  Anna  aind  Bernard. 

JOH\  I.IK\IiOKKEN,  County  Treasurer;  hiw  held  his  prewnt  position  since  the  fall  of 
1874.  He  was  burn  in  the  Parish  of  Oir,  in  Gudbrandsdalen,  Norway,  in  1841.  Uis  father,  In^bret 
Lienlokken,  came  to  America  in  1860,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Washington,  La  Crosse  Co.,  where  he 
still  resides.  Mr.  L.,  Jr.,  was  Town  rierk  in  Washington  seven  years  previous  to  1874.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1866,  to  Miss  Martha  Stenersou,  of  Washington.  He  has  three  children — Edward,  Adolph  and 
Osciir. 

J*  H.  l<I4irlITBODY.  manajrer  of  the  La  Cros.se  hranch  of  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Cit. , 
has  be<!n  in  his  present  situation  since  May,  1879  i  ho  is  a  native  of  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.;  came  to  Wis- 
eoosin  in  1871,  «id  sinoe  that  time  has  been  in  the  enphtf  of  the  Singer  Co.  Ha  redded  in  Watartown 
and  Madi.>*on  previnnsi  to  coming  to  La  Crosse. 

W.  IjISTJIAlVf  proprietor  of  the  Victor  Mill;  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  June, 
1858  ;  followed  contracting  and  building  till  1873;  he  built  the  court  house.  Congregational,  Baptist,  Pres- 
byterian^and  BjMsoopal  churches,  and  many  of  the  business  blocks ;  has  beeu  in  his  present  hosiness  since 
1879.  He  wss  bom  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1830  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  and 
lived  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  till  he  came  to  La  Crasso,  except  one  and  a  half  yean  Id  lom.  He  hM  two  dul> 
dien — Charles  F.  and  Jennie  C.   Mn.  L.  was  M.  J.  Edwards,  of  Syraease. 

W,  H.  IjIiOTD,  of  the  firm  of  Lloyd  ft  Ofarfce,  wholesale  hardware  dealers,  was  horn  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  1830,  and  came  West  to  occupy  a  position  in  the  store  of  Lloyd  &  Supplee,  in  the  summer  of 
1860.  He  is  brother  to  W.  J.  Lloyd.  In  1872,  Mr.  Lloyd  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Wyckoff,  daughter 
of  James  Wyokoff,  of  Perry,  N.  T.  All  the  gentlemen  oonneoCed  with  this  house  have  been  wide^kwak*, 
fio-ahead  citizens,  always  ready  to  devote  their  time  and  give  a  hclpint^  liand  to  any  enterprise  calculated  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  city,  their  firm  name  always  being  foaad  near  the  top  of  every  subsoriptiou  list 
nv  woMlgr  ot^jeets.    Both  the  old  firm  of  Uoyd  ft  Supplee  and  Aa  new  finn  of  Lkfd  ft  Ghrko 
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IwTe  been  actively  represented  in  Board  of  Trade  matterH.  i  See  aketches  of  Joflepb  Clarke  aod  W.  J. 
Sitpplee  j. 

A.  H.  liOOlf  BY,  pilot  and  master;  haabecn  st.>nmbMtiDgon  the  MianmppiRircr  aiBoe  1861, 
and  most  of  tbe  time  fbr  the  fiBt  fifteen  jears  in  tlie  omploy  of  P.  8.  Datridmn.    He  came  to  La  Croaae 

in  April.  1851.  and.  in  IK.'iS,  ninnvi'd  to  Witmna  Co  .  Minn.  In  the  sprinp  ')f  1*^51.  he  went  to  the 
Rocky  MoantainH,  and  wah  engaged  in  prospecting  and  mining  till  April,  1861,  when  be  retnroed  to  Mio- 
neeota  and  engaged  in  steamboatinfif.  In  the  lUI  of  1878,  be  retnmod  to  La  Ooeee  to  raride,  but  made 
no  change  in  his  businc«s  TIi'  married,  in  the  fall  of  1851,  to  Elizabeth  Wrizbt,  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  ha.s  four  children — Frank  H..  Morrell  M.,  Carrie  B.  and  Lurk  May.  The  two 
iOOS-^F.  H.  and  M.  M  ,  aged  respectively  27  and  25,  were  boA  born  in  La  Croase  ,  are  both  steauj boat- 
men, and  both  have  pilot's  and  master's  pepen.  Mr.  Looney  was  bom  in  Randolph  Co.,  III.,  in  183u. 
His  father,  John  S.  Looney,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1836;  lived  in  what  is  now  lia 
Payette  Co.  till  1862.  then  cjiiuc  to  La  Cros-se.  In  September,  1S.5!1  he  removed  to  Minnesota;  located 
land  in  tbe  valley  of  tbe  Root  River,  and  was  the  first  white  settler  in  what  is  still  known  as  "  Looney 's 
Yairey."  He  remained  tb««  till  tbe  snmnwr  of  1867,  then  lirod  in  Haatingi  and  La  Onaeent  till  1866. 
He  tlu  ti  removed  to  Daboqne,  lowm,  and  now  Uvea  in  Wanao,  I1L»  with  hb  youngaat  dai^ter,  in  die 
75th  year  of  his  ago. 

J.  W.  LOSEY,  of  the  law  tinn  <>i'  Cameron,  Losey  &  Bonn,  was  born  in  Honeadale,  Penu..  I>ec. 
30,  lKi4  ]  the  aon  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  T.  and  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Loscy.  His  youth  wa."?  passed  in  Honesdah- 
attending  the  academy  and  preparing  for  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  entered  Amhenst  College  in  l  S5:i  He 
remained  there  until  November,  1855,  and  after  a  brief  eanva.ss  of  tlie  advantages  afforded  at  other  pointa, 
located  at  La  Croase  in  May,  1856,  where  be  studied  law  in  the  offioe  of  Deniaon  &  Lyndee.  In  October, 
1897.  be  was  admitted  to  tbe  bar,  and  at  tbe  eleotion  in  Norember  fbllowinj;  waa  elwaen  to  tbe  oflee  of 
District  ,\ttorney,  being  reelected  in  Ho'J,  and  City  Attorney  in  HCO  TTp,,n  the  (li.s<<olution  of  the 
firm  of  Denisou  &  Lyndet<  by  the  murder  of  Mr.  Denison,  Mr.  Losey  became  the  junior  partner,  and  tbis 
partnership  continued  until  1861,  when  the  firm  of  Cameron  ft  Losey  was  estaUiabed,  and  hm 
been  since  maintained.  Ah  a  lawyiT.  Mr.  Losey  is  enteemed  one  of  the  aMfvst  in  Wiftconsio,  and  ai<  an 
advocate,  one  of  surpaasin;.^  power  and  i^ier^uasive  eloquence.  As  a  citizen,  he  h:ui  been  identified  with  the 
growth  of  La  Croaaa  from  the  date  of  his  advent  here,  and  no  work  of  importance  or  otherwise,  calculated 
to  benefit  the  eitj  or  promote  ita  growth,  but  enlists  hia  attention,  aervioea  and  aid.  He  ban  sorved  the 
city  in  its  Board  of  Aldermen  for  twalTe  years,  and  endowing:  every  meritorioos  enterprise  sought  to  be 
accomplished  with  the  energy  and  Ability  which  are  parts  of  hia  compo.sition.  he  never  fails  to  achieve  for 
himself  and  his  constituents  tbe  most  desirable  of  suooesses.  In  September,  1859,  he  waa  married  to 
Miss  Florence  T.  Ijehman,  of  Lu  Croaae. 

P.  S,  HcARTHUR,  SI.  D.,  was  born  at  Wales,  Eric  Co.,  X   Y.  Oft  :^().  1822  His 
parents,  Mosea  and.  Mary  (Salisbury)  McArthur,  farmers  by  occupiitioo,  were  plain,  industrious  people 
The  Bon  aided  his  father  until  about  18  years  of  age.  and,  during  the  next  three  years,  attended  the 
Aurora  Academy  in  an  adjoining  town,  teaching  school  meanwhile  during  two  wiataia.    He  studied  medi- 
cine with  Dr  Paul,  of  Honeoye  Plats,  Ontario  Co.,  and,  after  attending  lectures  two  terms  at  Geneva,  aod 
while  thero  became  afflicted  with  a  desire  to  go  West,  he  started,  and  reaching  Buffalo  met  with  an 
accident,  whieb  detained  him  until  tbe  cold  weather  and  storms  prevented  him  going  by  way  of  tbe  lakaa 
as  he  had  deawed,  and',  in  oonaeqnenoe,  he  attended  the  Bnflalo  NedicaT  Coll^.  he  gradnated 
in  February,  1847.    He  practiced  medicine  at  Holland,  Brie  €o.,  three  rears :  at  Caledonia,  Livinp>toTi 
Co.,  remaining  six  years,  and,  on  Oct.  22,  1855,  settled  in  La  Crosse,  Wis,    Here,  an  in  Western  New 
Yoric,  Dr.  McArthur  has  attended  Teiy  closely  to  his  profession,  except  during  two  seasons,  when  he  waa 
absent  from  home.    In  1861,  he  went  to  New  Ynrk  (^ity  and  att-ended  a  full  i'mr  months'  oour*'  "f  W- 
tures  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  and  two  months  at  the  Eye  and  Kar  lutirmary,  and  repeat4>d  cxaeliy 
the  same  course  in  IHUK.    Few  physicians  in  Waatem  WiaoOMiD  hava  had  better  opportunities  for  obtain- 
ing a  knowledge  of  medical  science,  or  have  baao  moM  aBtinljr  and  anecaaefally  devoted  to  the  applioatiett 
of  that  knowledge.   Dr.  MoArtbnr  ia  a  thoroogb  devotee  of  tbe  seienee  of  medieine.   He  obtanw  all  tbe 
new  and  most  valuable  works  pertaining  to  his  profession,  and,  lirin_'  piuti.illy  deaf,  and  in  a  measure  shut 
out  from  the  socialities  of  life,  he  devotes  all  the  leisure  time  at  bis  oommaud  to  reading  and  hard  study. 
Pathology  and  the  news  of  the  day  eaaentially  monopolise  the  odd  flBoments  and  tbe  half  lioaiB.    Dr.  Ma- 
Arthur  call.s  himself  a  "  hard  sliell"  Democrat.    He  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  has  no 
political  uHpirationH,  and  makes  everything  subordinate  to  his  medical  pursuits;  hence,  his  eminent  suo- 
cess.    He  was  married  on  the  Ist  of  January.  1852,  to  Miss  Mary  Dean,  of  CaledcHiia,  N.  Y.,  and  by 
her  haa  two  children.   Dr.  MeArthur'a  Ufa  faraiahea  a  brilliant  axampla  of  what  may  be  aaooiBpliihad  ^ 
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okooting  a  ?ooatton  suited  to  one's  tastea,  and  following  it  &ithftilly  to  the  exoltwloo  of  »U  othen.  He 
hM  dtiDg  to  bifl  proftnion,  and  by  hifi  peniateaee  and  peasevenniM  Has  retted  mi  eialtod  porition  in  La 
Otom  County. 

J*  B.  HcCAIN,  en^inocr,  hai^  t>ocn  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  August,  185H.  He  is  a  native 
of  Henderson  Co.,  Ky.,  born  Oct.  HO,  1833.  Hil  Ibther,  John  McCain,  was  a  native  of  North  OtrolilUlt 
and  died  in  Kentucky  in  1H7G.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  McCain  wa.s  running 
un  the  Ohio  Kiver  au  engineer  for  several  years  previous  to  coming  to  Wisconsin,  and  eame  to  La  CroBBe 
as  engineer  of  the  steam  ferry-boat  Honeoye,  owned  by  William  MoConnell,  which  was  the  fiiit  IttHB 
fenjr-boat  ia  La  Cmeae,  He  was  in  Qoverameot  senrioe  daring  the  war,  three  yean  m  engtoeer ;  od 
the  fwliee  fbroe  ftom  1872  to  1878,  and  was  five  years  GbnetabTe  in  La  Oroeae.  Be  has  ftre  children — 
Jnhn  H.,  railroad  conductor  ;  JcH-ie,  now  the  wife  of  Thoma.s  Di  vine,  railroad  encrineer;  Cluirlcs  W., 
clerk  in  the  round  house  at  La  Crosse ;  Alcy,  Ann  and  Minnie,  at  home.  Mrs.  McCain  was  Sasan  Keys, 
davghter  of  W.  W.  Keys,  who  came  to  La  Croeae  in  1866. 

U'lLIilAn  HcCONNELL  ;  born  in  Portage  Co.,  Oliio.  Ju"y  15,  1«22,  where  ho  lived 
until  21  vtars  uf  ajre.  He  took  a  course  at  the  Veterinary  College,  Columbus,  Ohio;  removed  to  Elkhoro, 
W^ulworth  ( Jo  ,  Wis.,  in  1H43;  three  years  of  thiH  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  cattle  tnde;  he  removed  to 
Fulton,  Rock  Co.,  where  he  purchased  a  hotel,  which  he  conducted  one  year.  He  was  married  in  Kock 
Oo.  to  Catidacc  Cooley,  bom  in  Ohio,  and  removed  to  Dane  Co.  from  Licking  Co.,  Ohio.  Mr.  McConnell 
settled  in  the  oity  of  La  Crcsse.  May,  1851.  where  he  en<raged  in  keeping  hotel;  kept  what  was  known  as 
the  MiUor  House  for  two  years;  was  also  engu^  in  the  stage  and  livery  buainees  for  about  five  years. 
In  1852,  he  established  the  first  (bny  between  1^  Croaee  and  La  Crescent;  aitenrard  eng^^  in  general 
business,  including  stock  buying  and  hi.s  profession  a.s  horse  farrier ;  the  latter  bu.sinoss  he  still  follows, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McConnell  have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — George;  KlizaWcth,  now  Mrs. 
John  K.  Brubrant ;  Kate  and  James. 

J.  H.  neCUIjLOCH  was  born  in  1835,  at  Brockport,  N.  Y, ;  emigrated  to  PortJipe  in  185:'), 
and,  after  a  stay  of  three  years,  went  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  drug  business,  as  beibre 
stated.  He  married  Miss  Emma  L.  WUliama  in  1869,  the  dangbtor  of  John  L.  WiUiami,  Ibrmeily  of  La 
Croaee,  nowreaiding  in  Almeda,  Cal. 

JAMBS  HcCORD  is  a  native  of  New  Bedfbrd,  Penn.,  where  be  was  bom  in  1841,  coming  to 
Wisconsin  in  187)7  lie  Hpont  five  years  in  Milwaukee,  and  eame  to  La  Crosac  in  1861,  where  he  entered 
his  present  business.  Ho  was  married  in  1866,  to  Miss  Cogswell,  daughter  of  Horatio  Cozswell,  of  Oraf- 
too,  Mass.,  and  also  in  1879,  to  Miss  Roosevelt,  dai^ter  of  W.  A.  Kooaevdt,  of  La  Crosse. 

DOBfALD  A.  ]IIcDON.4LI>,  steamboat  and  groceryman.  was  born  in  Picton.  Novm  Siotia, 
Jan.  1,  1833.  In  June,  1844,  he  removed  with  hia  parents  to  Dundas,  Canada  West.  Here  he  attended 
the  common  schools  until  1853,  when  he  moved  to  Ilamilton,  remaining  there  until  1855,  when  be  came 
to  La  Croese  and  entered  the  lumbering  business,  which  he  still  follows.  He  also  deals  to  some  extent  in 
groceries,  mostly  to  supply  his  boats,  shanties,  etc. 

ARTHUR  nAGUIRE,  of  N  irth  La  Cro.'wc,  was  born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  F.-b.  U. 
1819.  His  lather,  Bernard  Msguire,  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1821,  bringing  bis  family  with  him.  At 
the  age  of  24,  Arthur  engaged  in  fambering,  which  be  fbllowed  in  Oaoada  untii  the  fall  of  1849,  at  whidi 
time  he  came  to  the  United  States.  Aft4T  eriL'^i:in::  in  v;iriotis  pursuit.*  in  different  phitv  s,  he  f-tarted  for 
New  Orlean-",  in  the  spring  of  1850  ;  but  he  abandoned  the  idea  of  going  South,  and  tor  six  mo-iths  taught 
school,  near  Louisville.  He  attended  a  aensnary  at  Liuisville,  which  was  managed  by  William  and  Garret 
liarry  ;  then  taught  school  during  the  summer  of  I8.^i] ,  at  the  same  place  as  before  ;  perfected  himself  in 
certain  branches,  during  the  winter  of  t851  and  1852,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  again  taught  sehoul  from 
1851  to  1855.  In  1856,  he  revisited  Canada,  disposed  of  lands  owned  by  him,  came  back  to  the  United 
States;  came  to  Wisconsin  via  the  lakes,  uid  occupied  several  weeks  in  searching  for  government  lands  to 
eater;  came  to  La  Croese,  and  spent  his  first  night  in  the  bouse  of  Jnahna  Ridgley.  Nest  went  to  Trem- 
pealeau Co.,  will  re  he  selected  lands  three  miles  below  the  site  of  Whitehull,  in  November.  185';.  lie 
built  a  small  house  uf  lumber  which  was  hauled  forty  miles.  In  1857  he  rafted,  and  also  clerked  Ibr  Shep- 
herd &  Valentine,  both  in  North  La  Crosse  and  Hannibal.  Mo.,  until  185!).  In  1860,  he  visited  Louisiana, 
and  was  witness  to  many  exciting  scenes  incident  to  ihe.  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  He  tausrht  s  chool 
until  April,  1862,  in  Arkansas,  to  which  State  he  had  gone  to  escape  danger  from  rebels.  He  passed  a  sea- 
son of  hardships,  and  finally  reached  Memphis,  Tenn.,  then  in  possession  of  the  Union  forces.  He  en- 
listed June  30,  1862,  but  subsequently  leanied  that  the  enrollment  was  irregular,  and  re-enlisted  in  Co. 
H,  5th  Tbnn.  V.  C,  August  2i ;  was  promoted  to  Sergeant-Major,  was  discharged  Aug.  14, 1866.  He 
then  retonad  to  La  CroHO,  and  baa  aiooe  bean  Town  Clerk,  Jnatiea  of  the  Paaoe,  Memmv  of  the  County 


Digitized  by  Google 


774 


BIOORAFHIOAL  8KBTCHK8: 


Board,  uid  ikldemnii  in  Li  Cra«e  City  OouDcil ;  tnd  k  now,  April  12, 1881,  Notaiy  PobHou  lo  nSA^ 

he  is  Catholic ;  politico,  Whig  till  tiie  Know-Nothing  riay^^  nf  1Sf)i  and  1856;  tbeB  Domcnt  till  ItTI, 
wbeo  it  iefl  the  pwple  and  went  to  Maumon.    He  is  now  a  Greenbacker. 

JAMBS  HAMCHBflTBB,  SamriotoBdMt  of  the  La  Croeae  Water  Works,  bis  been  in  Ui 

present  position  ninoo  the  sprini:  of  1878.  Hp  is  a  native  of  Pouphkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1828;  came  to 
WLsconftin  in  1855,  and  has  rL-sidtd  in  La  Croaae  ainoe  Maj  of  that  jear.  He  folloired  cootnotiK  and 
building  from  that  time  til!  1 8:>7  ;  has  but  one  ehOd — Nellie.  Hn.  HanelMeteir^s  maideB  name  trae  Sank 
J.  Hollaway  ;  residence,  l'ou}rlikeej>sie,  X.  Y. 

H.  H.  KASfVIIiLI*/,  of  tlie  firm  nf  OorJun  Sc  Manville,  in  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been 
bom  in  Watertown,  Jefferson  Co  ,  in  June,  1832.  In  1856,  he  opened  the  first  tin  and  hardware  Kore 
aeen  in  La  Crosse.  Thi-  he  sold  out  to  George  Raymond.  He  then  dealt  in  real  estate  for  a  time,  and 
wa.H  also  cnitagod  in  farmiiip.  He  then  bctame  a  traveling  salesman  fur  Gordon  Jk,  Mon>e,  and  ontinued 
it  till  the  retiring'  of  Mr.  I^ngdOB,  when  he  purchaj^t-d  h'm  interet^t. 

C«  H.  HARS^H,  fofenan  in  the  boot  and  shoe  shop  of  W.  F.  Somerfield;  has  resided  in  La 
Crosse  since  April,  185:S;  he  is  a  native  of  Claremont,  N.  H.  His  father,  Albert  Marsh,  oame  to  Wis- 
consin in  1841),  and  lived  in  Wauke.sha  Co.  till  he  came  to  La  Crosne  in  1856,  where  he  died  in  the  spring 
of  1880,  at  the  age  of  73.  Mr.  Marsh  learned  his  trade  in  Waukeaha,  and  came  to  La  Croaae  from 
there  in  1853 ;  he  was  enga^  in  the  sewing-maohine  boaineas  in  La  Oroase  leven  years,  being  agent  for  the 
Grover  &  Baker  mucliinc  and  sprnl  nine  years  in  sttnimboating  on  the  Mississippi  River  ;  he  also  spent  one 
and  a  half  years  in  the  Kocky  Mouataiiu,  io  lb6U  and  1861.  He  has  six  children — Elmer  A.,  itolla  IL, 
Harry,  Mildred,  Lillian  and  Arehie.  Mrs.  Hanih  was  Marilda  Looney,  daughter  of  John  8.  Loonef,  who 
came  to  La  rn'>.>n  in  June,  1852.    [Sec  bioirraphy  of  A.  H.  Looney]- 

H,  nAKTINDALfi,  insurance,  real  estate  and  loan  agent;  was  born  in  Rutland  Co..  Vt. 
in  1823;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the  anmmerof  1849  and  settled  in  Badne,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  busim^s  wifh  Dorand  &  Hill,  for  five  VeatS.  In  April.  18.'j4,  he  came  to  La  Crosse  and  followed 
lumbcrin-^  and  murcbandiHing  in  La  Crostie  MM  00  Black  River  for  about  five  yeans,  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  L  M.  Hill,  and  A.  W.  Pettibone.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  he  went  back  to  Vermoat  aad 
staytnl  till  the  sprini:  of  18C9.  when  he  returned  to  La  Crosse  and  hn«  h<>on  in  hia  present  business  since 
that  time.  Ho  was  a  graduate  of  Middleburjr  College,  Vermont,  cltuis  of  1847 ;  stadied  law  with  [>aaicl 
Roberts,  of  Manoheater,  Yk,  and  waa  abo  a  gradaate  of  the  National  Law  Bohool,  of  Balktoa  Spa, 
N.  Y. 

C.  D«  SlARTlIVf  8t«amboat  captain  ;  has  been  a  rendent  of  La  Oosse  since  May,  3,  1855.  He 
was  born  in  Wa.shington  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1824;  in  1841,  he  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn  ,  and  engaged  aseabio 
boy  on  board  a  steamboat  mnoing  on  the  Ohio  River,  und  has  followed  steamboating  ever  sinoe,  aoept 
when  in  the  army.  He  was  married,  in  Monroe  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1847,  to  Mary  Bradficld,  a  native  of  Tir 
gioia,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1855.  In  the  fall  of  1861,  he  on)i.-.t<d  in  the  14th  W.  V.  L.  Co.  D,  and 
was  in  the  service  a  year  and  a  half;  be  waa  woanded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  whieh  disabled  him  and  he 
was  diaoharged  soon  after ;  he  waa  captain  and  pilot  on  the  transfer  line  of  the  8.  M.  R.  K.  Co.  elevea 
yean,  and  now  owns  the  steamboat  Silv-  r  Luke,  running:  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  which  hi."  only 
son,  Melvio  Martin,  is  first  engineer.  His  father,  Alexander  Martin,  u  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  aoldier  io  the 
war  of  1812,  is  still  living  in  Gallipolia,  Ohio,  in  the  92d  year  of  his  age. 

MARVIV  .fl.\THEWN,  superintendent  of  the  mill  and  lumber-yard  of  R.  M.  Moore;  he 
has  been  in  Mr.  Moore  s  employ  since  1870.  He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine  io  1841 ;  son  of  Joba 
Matiiews,  who  died  in  Haino  in  1859.  HIa  mother  died  in  1854.  la  1861,  he  went  to  California,  and 
was  engajxed  in  mining  there  till  1870,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse.  He  was  married,  in  October, 
1878,  to  Miss  .Mattif  Waller,  who  was  born  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Nathan  1*.  Waller,  who 
eame  to  I/a  Crosse  in  185H.    Mr.  and  Mra.  Mathews  have  one  child — Robert  M. 

PETKK  MA  VFiR,  foreman  in  the  cooper  shop  of  Anton  Stritt  ;  he  has  been  a  resident  of  U 
Croese  since  May,  1S.54.  He  was  born  in  I'rn.ssia  in  1S51.  In  I  S,'") J,  his  father,  Peter  Mayer,  came  to 
the  United  States  and  lived  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  till  May,  1854,  then  removed  to  La  Cntssc  with  h<!i  fam- 
ily, and  died  there  April  111,  lH70,at  the  asreof  52.  Peter  Jr.  learned  the  cooper's  trade  of  his  father, and  hi» 
worked  at  it  ever  etince  his  boyhood.  lie  was  married,  in  1873,  in  Winona,  Minn.,  to  Anna  Becker,  lad 
has  three  children — Lizzie,  Jacob  and  William.  Hia  mother,  whooa  maiden  nams  was  Catharine  F^aai* 
is  still  living  in  La  Crosse  at  the  age  of  56. 

TALEXTI\E  nAYER,  cooper;  was  bom  in  Prussia  in  1845;  came  to  the  United  Staloi 
in  1852  with  his  father,  Peter  Mayer,  Sr.,  and  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  since  May,  1854,  except  ua 
jeais  in  St.  Lottia,  Mo.,  from  1870  to  1880.    Us  was  married,  in  1876,  in  St.  Lonis,  to  Katie  ToasMd,s 
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Mtire  of  that  dty,  •d(I  daaghtor  of  C%trlm  TooMiid.  Hire  had  ftnr  ohfldren— Annie,  Katin,  Magie 
(deceiused)  and  ChurK's  Frederick  William. 

1m,  J.  lUlADlittj  in  charge  of  the  Biaok  Hirer  draw  bridge  at  North  La  CroMe;  haa  been  io 
his  |)resent  mtnation  rinoo  the  spring  of  1878.   He  wu  bora  in  Ouada  in  Huoh,  1833.    His  fiither, 

James  Meader,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  ;  went  from  Vermont  to  Canada,  and  from  thfrf  came  to 
Wiscoostn  in  1842.  lie  settled  in  the  town  of  Melomen,  Fond  du  J^ac  Co.,  and  died  there  in  1860. 
Mr.  Mendor  ipeot  his  eariy  Itfii  on  his  imther's  farai.  Was  msrried,  in  Jvne,  1855,  in  MeComeo,  to 
Judith  Ann  Enbcrta,  ud  Was  enpiged  in  farming,  one  mile  north  of  Brandon,  till  the  spring  of  1877, 
then  came  to  Sparta,  where  he  still  owns  proper(^,  and  came  from  there  to  LaCroaseia  1878.  Has  four 
children — Marcellus,  James,  Mary  and  BeJI,  all  single  and  at  home,  except  .JaittM,  who  WU  nuurried,  Fd». 
1,  1881,  to  Mi»<  Ktta  llartwell,  of  La  CroRse.  and  now  lives  in  Winona,  Minn. 

li.  a*  ME  ASOM,  artistic  photogniplier,  corner  of  Third  and  State  streets  ;  wa»  born  in  Min- 
eral Point,  Wis.,  in  1848 ;  son  of  Louis  Meason,  whose  parenta  came  to  America  from  Prussia  in 
and  settled  in  Mineral  Point  in  1837.  Mr.  Meason  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  since  July,  1871.  and  has 
beoD  io  his  prancnt  business  since  1873.  tie  was  married  in  Mineral  Point,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Emma  L. 
Kine,  daughter  of  Edward  Kino,  ono  of  the  eufy  Mitlen  of  Mineimi  Fidnt.  Mr.  ud  Mn.  Meeeon  hnve 
two  children — Oeorgie  and  Eddie. 

J.  S.  nEDARY,  was  bom  in  Clermont  Co.,  Ohio,  March  12,  1839.  He  remuned  in  Ohio 
till  the  a^e  of  20.  In  18i>(),  hi-  came  to  La  Trosae  and  onierod  intfi  the  employ  of  J.  R.  Qrant,  as  above 
noted,  and  baa  been  oonneoted  with  the  house  oontinuoaslj  ever  since.  He  was  married,  in  1871,  toMiai 
Franoee  E.  Bnrns,  daughter  of  Lient  Got.  Burns,  and  has  a  fiunily  of  three  ehildrea,  all  living. 

DARIVARD  nEljTi4^\,  dealer  in  uTMccrii'S,  fT«H;ki,-ry.  <:la-i<wari.\  i-tc  ;  is  a  native  of  Nrw 
Jersey  ;  bom  in  1824  ;  son  of  Michael  Mellon  ;  came  to  Wi»cooain  in  1851,  and  located  in  Milwaukee, 
where  he  worked  at  blaekmiithing  in  the  shop  of  the  old  Prairie  da  Ohien  Railroad  Oompany  till  1861. 

He  then  spent  one  winter  in  Xew  York,  rfturniiii:  to  Milwaukee  in  the  spring  of  1862.  In  AugUJ3t,  18fi4, 
he  went  south  io  government  employ,  and  worked  till  June  7,  1865,  in  the  Memphis  &  Charleston 
lUilrood  shops  in  Memphis.  While  there,  he  belonged  to  a  battalion  oompoeed  of  railroad  employes  who 
were  !«witrn  into  the  military  si^rvicc  as  a  part  of  the  army  of  West  Tennessee,  but  never  called  into  active 
service.  He  returned  to  VVisconijin  and  rciuaioed  io  Milwaukee  till  1867,  then  lived  one  year  in  Water- 
town,  Wis.,  and,  in  1868,  eamc  to  La  Crosse  Co.  Mid  pnrehMed  a  farm  on  French  Island,  where  he  still 
owns  120  acres.  He  wap  on  the  farm  three  years,  then  went  to  Hokah,  Minn.,  and  came  from  there  to 
La  Crosse  in  November,  1880.  Ilaa  eight  children — James,  Frank,  Oscar,  Harry,  George,  Charlotte, 
Lizzie  and  Ida.  Mrs.  MeUoo,  whoee  miden  name  jrai  Pholie  Brower,  wii  bora  on  Ot.  Faraw,  N.  J., 
daughter  of  Abrnni  Brnwer. 

CIIAKLKM  men  KL,  proprietor  of  the  meat  marketon  corner  of  Fifth  and  Winnebago  streets ; 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Berlin,  Pru.s.sia,  in  1835;  hb  father,  Pet«r  Michel,  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1846 ;  lived  io  Milwaukee  till  1865,  then  oame  to  La  Croaso  and  died  in  Aiugut,  1873  i  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Blinbeth  Conrad ;  she  died  Hareh  27, 1880,  aged  81.  Mr.  Midiel  was  married  in  Mil- 
waukee in  1858.  to  Kva  Klober ;  came  to  La  Crosse  .same  litue  as  his  fatlu  r,  ami  has  been  in  his  present 
basinese  sinoe  1871 ;  he  has  had  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  to  wit,  Jacob,  Peter,  Mary,  An- 
ton, Firank,  Charlie,  Linie,  John,  Niek  and  Annie;  hie  oldest  daughter,  Lena,  died  Nor.  11, 1880,  in  her 
23d  year,  and  his  youngest  child.  Mena,  (HihI  in  September.  1H7!>.  at  the  a^^e  of  '.)  tnnnths. 

HENRY  nJLIiliERf  proprietor  of  Miller's  Sample  Rooms  on  Main  street  j  was  born  in  Pbiln< 
dolphin  In  1844.  His  parents  moved  to  Omada  when  he  was  but  8  months  old,  where  he  lived  for  twenty 
years;  in  1875,  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  opened  a  billiard  hal!  and  saloon,  which  he  continued  fwn  yi  ars; 
io  1877,  he  came  to  La  Cros.»*c  and  opened  a  billiard  mom  ;nid  saloon,  which  he  still  owns.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Canada  in  18G!t,  and  has  two  children — Emma  Caroline  Ijoui&i  and  Anna  Maud  Jane. 

H.  ii.  FILLER,  n.  IK,  was  born  in  Vimil,  Cortland  Co..  N.  Y.,  Manh  M.  1H2G;  he 
moved  with  his  parents  t^i  Peoria,  111.,  in  1836.  Received  his  education  at  Shurtletf  College,  situated  at 
Upper  Alton,  III.;  received  his  medical  education  at  the  £k:lectic  Medical  College  in  Oinoinnati,  Ohio;  t»> 
moved  to  La  Crosi.se  in  1860.  where  he  has  -inee  followed  the  practice  of  metlicine. 

WILLIAjH  F.  JHOESER  was  bom  in  Austria,  May  28, 1851  ;  iu  1855.  he  came  to  Aniirrica 
with  his  parents  and  hwated  in  Qreenfield,  La  Crosse  Co.,  and  worked  on  a  farm  until  1871  ;  at  that  time, 
he  came  to  La  Crease  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  wood  turner  and  catting  furniture,  and  worked  eight  years 
for  his  uncle,  Stephen  Moeser ;  the  last  three  years  of  this  term,  he  was  foreman  of  his  uncle's  business. 
He  was  ono  of  the  organizers  of  the  LaCnwse  Furniture  Association  in  1878,  and  succeeded  to  the  Presi- 
denqy  io  the  spring  of  1879,  whioh  position  he  still  holds.    Mr.  Moeser's  practical  ability  as  a  workman 
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tad  hit  Mnrflmt  ezeeutive  qQalifioattooa  well  fit  him  for  tlik  fMpontfJa  fad&m,  mnd  is  laro  to  aohin* 
auooew  (far  the  enterprimDg  firm  he  ao  ably  repreaeotfl.    Mr.  Moewr  wm  nvried  Jin.  19,  1874.  to  Aonie 

Riese,  of  La  Crosse  ;  the  fruito  of  this  union  were  fViur  children — Jennie,  Bortlia.  Willie  and  Emma. 

JAHGS  C*  SCMIDlft  lamberiog,  aoa  of  Hiram  Mood;,  who  aettied  io  Vernon  Co.,  in  1854^ 
wh««  he  bad  pttfohiMd  in  ISftS.   Hii  ftdiar  Mfll  reridei  In  VenKm  Go.  Jtm«  C.  enUatcd  n>  the  ftll  «r 

1863,  in  Co.  I,  6th  W.  V.  I.,  served  till  the  elu!»e  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  and  captured  at  the  bat- 
tie  of  the  Wilderness,  was  imprisoned  near  (rurdunsville,  at  Lyncbburgt  and  at  Belle  Isle,  Bichmond.  He 
was  a  prisoner  about  four  months,  when  he,  with  five  others,  auMoadM  n  Makiag  hk  ampe  and  rcaahad 
the  Union  lines  at  Aqua  Creek,  after  many  hardships  and  narrow  escapes  from  reeaptare.  After  tlie  war, 
he  settled  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  about  three  years,  when  he  oame  to  the 
city  and  engaged  in  his  present  business.  Ho  Is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  La  Crosse  Lumber  Co.  Hit 
wife  was  EUeo  Carletoo,  dawhtei  of  Thomae  Y.  GarietoD,  a  piooeer  of  Shebojgao,  bat  now  »  resideot  of 
Ndbf  flle,  Wis.  Mr.  Md  Xra.  Moody  ha^  two  diildren — ^Bdwin  L.  tad  Chra.  Mr.  Moody  was  bora  b 
the  town  of  Monroe,  Perry  Co.,  Ohio,  November  7,  1837. 

H.  Ta  nOORE,  dentist,  is  a  native  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  born  in  1874 ;  be  was  educated  at  Way- 
land  Uoifwrity,  BeaTerllUB,  Wis.;  came  to  La  Onme  Jan.  1, 1869;  studied  dentilfeiy  one  year  with  Dr. 
E.  Palmer  ;  was  then  in  partnernhip  with  him  two  yeaiB,  riiioe  whioh  h«  has  been  pcaetieing  alone  in  hi* 
present  location,  49  Main  street. 

CL  WL  nONTAOUE  was  bora  in  Granby,  Mass.,  in  December,  1830  ;  he  came  to  I^a  Cro!«e 
in  the  spnng  of  1854,  coming  by  teaa  fimn  Walwordi  Co.,  Wis.,  via  Qalena,  lU.  The  pertv  were  eight 
days  on  the  way,  waiting  two  days  at  Oalena  fbr  a  steamer.  The  eholera  was  then  raging,  and  fbnrde^ns 
occurred  in  that  brief  interval  at  the  United  States  Hotel,  at  whioh  thej  were  ^to{lpinu^  wlueh  induced 
them  to  continue  the  journey  at  once  bj  team ;  on  luriving  they  put  up  at  the  Fraulilin,  a  house  then 
by  B.  8.  Rtppjt  oi>  l^he  site  of  the  Montagne  Vhtk,  on  Main  street,  and  probably  the  diief  bonidini^ 
hOQSS  in  the  city  ;  it  still  does  dutv  as  n  tenement  liou.se,  on  the  comer  of  Second  and  Oass  street*.  Mr 
H>  femained  but  a  short  time,  when  he  returned  to  Walworth  Co.  on  foot,  with  a  friend  from  Racioe. 
Makh^  ftv^  miles  the  first  day ;  after  a  stay  of  a  year,  he  went  back  u>  Massachusette  on  a  visits  paaisf 
the  summer  and  winter,  returning  to  La  Croaae  in  the  spring  of  1856;  during  that  season  he  was  en- 
ployed  surveying,  as  deputy  under  T.  M.  Horton,  the  County  Surveyor ;  like  many  another  deputy,  be 
bore  the  chief  burden  of  the  work,  laying  out  roads  in  Barrc,  Hamilton  and  Bangor,  among  them  l>eing 
the  main  traveled  road  irom  La  Crosse  to  Sparta,  which  was  laid  out  from  Hamilton  through  Bangor  to 
the  line  of  Monroe  Co.;  daring  that  winter  and  the  nest  snnner  he  taught  aobool ;  h»  nest  beeame  en- 
opged  in  insurance  and  real  estate  bu-iincss,  which  he  di.spnsed  of  to  Martindale  A  Oatman.  in  1869.  when 
his  whole  attention  was  required  in  the  marble  business.  Ho  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators 
of  the  L:i  Crcsse  National  Bank,  and  is  one  of  its  largest  stockholders ;  be  has  been  a  Biember  of  its 
board  of  directors  from  the  first  year  and  its  Vice  ['resident  froit)  the  second  year.  He  was  married,  Ootn- 
ber,  1859,  to  Miss  Jennie  Warner,  at  Williamsburg,  Mass.,  and  has  two  children. 

ADOLF  nORITZ,  book-keeper  at  the  mill  of  A.  A.  Freeman  &  Co.;  has  been  in  his  present 

eeition  sinoe  September,  1878  j  he  is  a  nstire  of  Rhine,  Oermany,  bora  io  1851  ^  son  of  Adolf 
oritc,  Sr.  He  was  edneated  in  Germany  and  Franee,  and  was  a  2d  Lientenant  fai  the  Oermany  Army 
durinj;  the  Franco- Prussian  war;  came  to  the  Unitod  States  in  1877,  and  has  since  residtKl  in  T>a  Cra^e. 
He  was  married  Jan.  1, 1880,  to  Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  Adelbert  Moeller,  Conanl  for  Saxony  at  La  Crosse, 
and  one  of  the  earliest  set  tiers  in  the  aty ;  he  pat  up  the  first  bridr  bnilding  in  the  eity,  and  waa  in  the 
drag  business  for  several  years. 

GEORGE  fflORRISON,  engineer  on  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  K.  K,  has  been  on  that  road  sinoe 
Augunt,  1864,  and  has  been  running  an  eofpne  sinoe  April,  1870 ;  he  was  bom  in  Newbury,  Orange  Co., 
Vt,  Feb.  15,  1842 ;  son  of  I.  T.  Morrison,  who  oame  to  Wisoonain  in  the  spring  of  1862,  and  still  lives 
in  La  Crease.  Mr.  Morrison  enlisted  July,  1861,  in  the  8th  Yt.  Y.  T.,  Co.  D,  and  waa  in  the  service  three 
years;  he  was  wounded  durint;  the  .siege  of  Port  Hudson,  liut  wa.-<  niiiy  ilisahled  for  a  few  we<^ks;  during 
hie  service,  he  participated  in  seventeen  general  engagements,  to  wit :  liuU  Kuo,  Savage  Station,  Antietam, 
WilKsmsbarg,  Frsderiefadmrg,  Gold  HsriMV,  Wineheeter,  Oiettysburg,  WiMeniom,  S])ottsyIvania,  Peten- 
burg,  Cedar  Creek,  Fisher's  Hill,  Vicksburg  and  several  others.  He  was  married  Feb.  6,  1865,  in  B<^iver 
Dam,  Wis.,  to  .Miss  Sarah  .J.  Blanchard,  daughter  of  A.  R.  Blanchard  ;  has  had  but  one  child  (dec«;ased) 
— Gracie  B..  died  .July  7.  186.5,  at  the  age  of  18  months. 

HIRAxH  J.  nORRISMIN,  engineer  on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.;  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
this  company  since  1866,  and  has  been  running  an  engine  since  1871  ;  be  was  born  in  Woodsville,  Graf- 
ton Co.,  N.  H.,  in  1844.   I>eo.  12, 1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  8th  Tt. T.  I.,  Ca  D;  iMnliited  as  •  vMnn 
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ia  dieipriDg  of  1864  ;  be  served  ttsder  Geo.  Butler  till  Qen.  Banks  Uxik  >  <>u)m»[i<l  in  that  d^WtlMlit, 
then  remained  with  him  till  the  summer  of  1864,  when  ho  was  transferred  to  the  Armj  of  the  Potomae,  and 
■erred  ander  Sheridan  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  married  in  October,  1867,  in  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  to 
Miss  Mary  Swarthout,  and  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  since  1S70  ;  has  one  child — Luella  Isabella.  His  father, 
Imae  T.  Morrison,  came  to  Wiaoonein  in  1863,  and  tattled  in  Bearer  Dam,  and  now  Uvea  in  La  Croaae. 

A.  B.  HOttBIBOlf ,  blaekmnitb ;  ia  a  natiTe  of  VenDoni,boni  atOoveotry  Falls  in  Jalr,  183B. 
His  father,  John  \V  Morri.son,  who  w;is  also  a  blacksmith,  reiuoved  to  New  Hampahire,  and  from  there  Uy 
Wisconsin  in  thu  fall  of  1855,  and  now  liveti  in  Pierce  Co.  Mr.  Morrison  worked  with  his  father  till  17 
years  old  -,  then  went  to  Nassachasetts  and  worked  three  years  in  Taonton  and  Lawrence  ;  came  West  with 
his  father  in  1855,  and  went  to  Ja.'^pcr  Co  ,  Ind.,  in  1S5S  ;  lived  there  thn^f  years,  und  then  camp  Imck  to- 
Wisconsin.  In  Auguat,  lS6:i,  he  cnlistod  in  the  .HOtli  W.  V.  1.,  Co.  D,  and  was  in  the  servieo  till  October. 
1865.  Aft^T  the  war,  he  settled  at  Red  Wing,  Miuu.;  iu  1874.  he  went  to  Trenton,  Pierce  Co.,  Wis.,  and 
cuna  from  there  to  La  CnMM  the  29ih  of  November.  1878.  He  waa  married  Nov.  28,  1878,  at  River 
Falls,  to  Cordelia  Barris ;  has  no  ohildren. 

JOHX  C.  MORRISON,  engineer  on  .switch  en;^ine  at  La  Crosse  .  in  a  native  of  V.  riiinnt,  born 
in  1837.  His  father,  John  W.  Morrison,  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1855,  with  his  family,  and  now  Uvea  in 
Pieree  Co.  John  €.  W  heen  nilroadinp;  ainoe  that  time,  except  when  io  the  army.  He  enlfated  Aug.  7, 
1862,  in  the  24th  W.  V.  T.,  Co.  F,  and  w.i.i  in  the  service  til!  June  22,  1865;  he  enlisted  in  Milwaukee, 
bat  was  credited  to  La  Croeae;  wa*i  in  tliirleen  enji;igementii  during  his  term  of  ftervie,'.  He  hns  been  m 
the  employ  of  the CS.,  M.  ft  8t.  P.  K.  H.  Co.,  bince  1855,  and  has  been  running  an  cn^^nc  since  he  returned 
from  the  army.  He  was  married  io  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  Oet.  21, 1861,  to  Laoioda,  daoghter  of  William 
Johnson,  now  of  La  Crosse. 

RORERT  HORRIS,  in  charge  of  the  railroad  blacksmith-shoD  io  North  La  Crosse;  was  hor» 
in  Andeeea,  North  Wales,  io  1829;  son  of  Griffith  Morris,  who  died  in  Wales  b  1880,  at  the  a^  of  80; 
learned  the  bhuksmith*!  trade  of  his  father,  and  came  to  America  in  1852 ;  was  hn  Rome,  N.  7.,  three 
years,  in  Chicago  one  year,  and  Milwaukee  till  ISllO.  when  he  came  to  T/a  Cr  tssf,  ami  has  been  in  charge 
of  these  shops  ever  sinoe;  has  four  children — William  i^^bouk-keepor  fur  Mens  Anderson,  of  La  Crosse), 
Robert,  Jr.  (is  operator  on  the  St.  P.,  M.  Sl  M.  R.  R.),  (^corge  and  Eddie  at  home.  His  oldest  child--* 
Grace,  died  in  1864.  when  7j  years  of  age.  He  was  nnirried  in  1S56,  at  Racine,  Wis.,  to  Misfi  Margaret 
Davis,  formerly  of  Rome.  N  Y.  Mr.  .Morris  was  riuporvisjr  in  1870,  and  was  .\ldermin  of  thr;  Fifth 
Ward  three  years,  I877-TS-7'.) ;  was  alio  a  member  of  the  School  Bourd  in  1878-79. 

SKTU  HOBSiCiy  hardware  nenihaDt,  was  ham  in  Washington,  Oranije  Co.,  Vt.,  March  30, 
1832,  and  lived  in  that  State  till  he  was  21  years  old.  Served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  tinner's  trade  io 
Lowell,  Miuts.,  with  W.  T.  and  C  P.  Whilton ;  was  there  four  years,  then  in  Chelsea,  Vt.,  one  ye.ir  ;  he 
went  from  there  to  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  was  in  business  there  till  1864,  then  came  Went,  settled  io  Rush- 
ford,  Mino.,  where  he  renuuned  till  1870.  In  November  of  lliat  year,  he  eame  to  La  Croaae  and  worked 
as  a  jonrrii  ym.in  till  187fi,  sine  '  which  time  he  ha."  been  in  bu«inejw  for  him-self  on  Main  street,  betwceti 
Fourth  ami  Fifth,  where  he  keejis  on  hand  u  general  a.H.sortmeiit  of  stoves,  tin,  sheet  iron  and  copper 
wore. 

I.  H.  HOULTONt  freight  agent  of  the  C,  M.  &  H.  P.  R'y,  was  bom  at  Foxciofl,  PiscaUqais. 
Co.,  Maine,  Nov.  28,  1828.    Here  he  attended  the  common  schools  and  received  an  academic  education  at 

Foxcroft  Academy.  In  1849,  he  removed  to  Salmon  Falls.  N.  II.,  where  he  was  engaged  ai  a  clerk  and 
book-keeper.  In  1851,  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  be  was  also  engaj|ed  as  a  book-keeper.  Io 
18M,  he  removed  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  established  a  grocery  bosineas  for  bimsdf,  oondneting  it  only 

alxiat  eight  months,  when  he  dispiwed  of  his  business  and  rcniovcu  to  N.i>hua  N.  H.  lie  removed  to  St. 
Anthony  Falls  (  now  MinneafKjlis;  in  the  spring  of  18.'i7.  and  esUiblished  a  wholesale  grocery  and  crockery 
bflBines.s.  but  was  disahle<l  financially  during  the  financial  crash  of  1857.  In  1858,  he  beimme  engaged  in 
Bteamboating.  foilowiriL'  tliis  unti!  the  1st  day  of  Stpternber,  18()H,  when  he  aeeeptcd  the  aeency  of  the 
C,  M.  &  8.  P.  R'y  at  La  Crosse,  resi^'iiiiig  this  position  in  1873,  becoming  the  agent  again  in  May,  1880. 
Mr.  Moulton  has  been  United  .States  Surveyor  at  tliis  place  sint  e  Dee.  24,  1873. 

CIiABJL  MVBilLBBBtt,  Principal  of  the  Kindergarten  Fraaen  Verine  at  Oermania  Hall; 
has  been  io  her  present  pontinn  sinee  September,  1879;  she  is  a  native  of  Carver  Co.,  Minn.,  bom  in 

1^,")!^  Iler  father,  Ilcrman  Muehlberg.  was  a  native  of  Rurxivcr,  flerniany;  eame  to  United  States  in 
1852,  resided  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  a  few  years,  then  went  U>  Carver  Co.,  Minn  ,  for  a  short  time  and 
eame  to  Wisconsin.  He  settled  in  Sank  (Mty,  Sank  Co.,  where  he  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  news- 
paper, called  the  HViroTM /'i'r:„err.  forabout  fiAeen  years.  In  January,  1881, he  returned  to  Carver  Co., 
Minn.,  and  is  now  puljiLsLing  the  Carver  Free  Freu.    Miss  Muelhberg  was  educated  in  Milwaukee,  and 
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Saduated  from  the  Kind,  rgartcn  Seiuinarj  in  1S77  ;  she  taught  one  year  in  Milwaukee  and  one  year  in 
ink  City  before  she  c»me  to  La  Crom. 

CyASPER  MLHiLLKR,  contraotor  and  huildor;  has  been  in  his  jircscnt  basnncsa  id  La  Crosae 
eince  April,  1856  ;  he  was  born  in  Nassau,  (iertnauy,  in  18i!>.  s*m  of  Jac-ub  Mueller,  who  died  in  Oer- 
inany  in  1847.  Mr.  Mueller  came  to  United  States  in  1854,  lived  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  one  month,  then  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  dll  he  came  to  La  Croaae  in  April,  1856.  He  baa  &ve  children — Charlea,  John,  Joaepli, 
Loviaa  and  Alburt  Charles  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November,  1860,  and  is  now  praetiefn};  law  in  Im 
Croaee.  The  other  three  sons  are  carpenters  and  joiners.  Mr.  Mueller  helped  to  organize  the  St.  .Josephi 
Society,  of  La  Crosse,  in  1859,  and  has  held  all  the  offices  in  the  society,  lie  also  helped  to  start  the 
German  CatboHc  Insurance  Society,  and  was  its  first  Frendent. 

FRKK  WrEIjI.<ER,  wholesale  liiiunr  dealer,  was  born  in  1822.  near  Coblentz,  Germany; 
«auie  to  America  in  1851,  and  lived  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  about  two  years  and  in  New  York  City  about  six 
■lODths;  came  to  Milwaukee  in  1853,  and  to  La  Crosse  in  1854.  Id  JTvlj  of  that  year,  he  started  the 
second  butcher-shop  in  La  Crosse  County,  with  Louis  Fammel  (now  ft  fknner  living  near  the  flitj).  H« 
•continued  in  that  business  till  1862,  then  went  into  the  brewing  bmriness  in  company  with  Jaeob  Fmt 
(now  of  .Sinus  rity.  Iowa) ;  was  in  that  business  about  t  iu^lit  y^wrs  in  tlie  old  E;ijr!e  Brewery,  which  fa« 
helned  build.  In  187U,  be  sold  out  bis  interest  in  the  brewery  and  spent  two  months  traveling  in  Kanwt, 
Newiska  and  Iowa,  then  earae  back  to  La  Oroase  and  boogbt  cnk  the  liqnor  burioeas  of  John  Wabar, 
which  he  h:u-»  curriiM]  nu  til!  tin  pnMi  tit  time  on  Third  street.  Mr.  Mueller  ha-t  built  stz  or  SSVeD  dwcll- 
ings  in  La  Cru.ste,  aud  .Mtill  owns  two  of  them.    He  also  has  an  80-acre  farm  near  the  city. 

OTTOCAK  nUETZE,  jeweler  and  watchmaker,  was  born  in  1842,  in  Sclilegien,  Pmsaia. 
He  was  educated  in  Prussia,  and  learned  his  trade  there ;  also  learned  tel^apby  and  pbotography.  He 
was  married  in  Markliasa,  Prussia,  in  I86S,  to  Emma  Stuebner;  came  to  America  in  1878,  arriving  in 
La  Croese  in  August,  and  wa.s  joiniMl  by  hi.s  wife  in  1879;  has  three  children — Meta,  Asia  and  George; 
liaa  been  in  basineaa  for  himself  in  his  present  location  on  Pearl  street  since  April,  1879.  His  imtber, 
Morits  Mnetae.  baa  been  SnpariDteDdoDt  of  the  axtemive  woolea  ftflloiry  of  Waller  Brolbeia,  in  MaiUiaBB, 
for  the  last  twenty-fire  years,  and  was  Hayor  of  the  oitj  of  Sodonbaig,  Fnuida,  for  aiz  and  a  half  years 
previous  to  that. 

AliBERT  BfEKOLA,  saloon-keeper,  corner  of  Third  and  Mississippi  streets,  has  been  a  rest- 
<lent  (if  La  CrnsHe  since  t)etober,  18tj3.  He  wa.s  born  in  .\ustrij\  in  1848;  son  of  Matt  Nekola,  who 
came  to  the  United  8tateH  in  18(J3,  and  is  now  living  in  La  Oosse.  Albert  learned  the  stone-mason's 
trade  in  La  Crosse,  and  worked  at  it  till  1879.  He  purchased  his  place  of  bu!<ine.s.s  in  1869,  and  has  oocn* 
pied  it  himself  since  June,  1880.  He  wtt  married  in  1868,  to  Barbara  Kacil,  and  baa  aix  children- 
Mary,  llosa,  Weotsei,  Thomas,  Frank  and  Albert. 

li.  M.  !VEIjSOXf  proprietor  of  the  tim-orial  parlors  and  b-nth-ronnis  at  \o.  \'.]  Main  s^treet,  was 
bom  in  Norway  in  1837  ;  son  of  Nels  Larson ;  came  to  America  in  1859,  and  lived  in  Lansing,  Iowa,  till 
Mardi,  1880  (except  when  in  the  Mrmj),  and  rinoe  that  baa  teaided  in  La  Crosse.  He  enlisted.  If  ay  19, 
18(51,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wi?.,  in  the  tUh  Wi.s.  V.  I.,  Company  C,  and  was  in  the  service  til!  July  1", 
1865,  and  was  in  all  the  battles  in  which  bis  regiment  WM  engaged.  He  was  married  in  1863,  in  Lan- 
sing, Iowa,  to  Min  Jalia  iTenoo,  and  has  aix  ehildren— »iphie,  Gnstatr,  Bertha,  Martha,  ffikwt  and 
Once. 

GEOR(]}E  XENZEL,  proprietor  of  the  Northwestern  Hotel,  corner  of  Ninth  and  Green  Bay 

street-H,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  the  fall  of  1871.  He  was  burn  in  the  city  of  Fulda,  Kur- 
heasen,  Qermanv,  in  1840 ;  son  of  Valentine  Nencel.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1866,  and  settled 
in  New  UsbontWis.,  wliere  he  resided  till  1871,  and  came  fi<om  there  to  La  Crowe    He  bnilt  Ids  present 

hotel  in  1878,  and  has  a  sutnmer-L'arden  and  saloon  connected  with  it.  He  WSS  married  in  Germany  in 
1862.  to  .Juliana  Kkarf,  and  ha.s  seven  children,  n»  follows:  Sabina,  Valentine,  Albert,  Flora,  George, 
Jnliaii:!  :<ii>i  .losepb. 

S.  NEl^MAN,  merchant  and  member  of  the  tirm  of  H  Berger  &  Co.,  was  born  in  Prussia  in 
1822;  came  to  Amoriea  in  1848  ;  lived  one  year  in  New  York  City  ;  then  went  to  Washington  Co.,  N  Y., 
and  engaged  in  mereluindising  till  1858,  firm  of  Neuman  i\c  Cantrovitz.  They  came  to  La  Oosse  in  that 
^ear,  and  continued  in  business  together  till  1877,  when  Mr.  Cantrortta  went  to  Milwaukee  and  engaged 
m  the  wholesale  eigar  trade,  and  Hr.  Neoman  oontinned  business  alone  t9l  the  present  partnenhip  was 

formed,  in  the  fall  of  1>^79.  They  are  located  in  llealey's  l]|ock.  corner  of  Second  and  Main  streets 
(double  store,  22x70  and  3Ux7U,  with  ba&ement),  and  keep  a  stock  of  dry  goods,  clothing  and  miUiooy 
goods.  Mr.  Neauutn  haa  been  in  the  diy  goods  trade  in  La  Crosse  loi^  than  any  other  man,  empt 
Mow  Andenon. 
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ALEXANDER  G.  NEVINS,  editor  ofABDaifyA  us,  was  bom,  Nov.  It;.  1858,  at  New 
Bri<:hton,  Staten  Island,  opposite  New  York.  His  parents  removed  u>  La,  Croase  in  1859,  he  being  num- 
bered among  their  household.  He  was  educated  at  the  La  Crosse  public  schools,  Shattuck  School  at 
Faribault,  Minn.,  Hellmuth  College  at  I>ondon,  Ont.,  and  at  th<;  State  University  at  Mailison,  Wis.,  but 
did  not  graduate  from  the  latter.  He  became  eogagcd  in  the  printiog  buaoeM  through  the  medium  of 
Kttla  preaa  and  amateur  papen.  In  1874,  he  itarted  a  job  printing  office  in  La  Croese,  disposing  of  thia 
IniniMSS  a  year  later  to  Puttiaiii  k  Bloom.  He  then  worked  for  the  RepultUran  uml  Lrndrr  as  local 
nporter,  remaining  with  them,  with  alight  intermisHion,  until  the  summer  of  1S,>(J,  when  he  started  the 
Dailif  Newt. 

A.  tJ.  XKVINS,  manager  of  the  lunilM-r  van!  of  the  La  Crosst'  Lutubrr  Co..  liii.i  been  in  his 
pre»eni  po.Hition  .'^iiuc  1H74.  He  was  born  on  Staten  laLand,  N.  Y.,  in  1852,  and  came  to  La  Crosoe  with 
hie  father,  S.  L.  Nevina,  in  1859.  He  wu  muiied  io  BaeiiM,  Wm.»  is  1876,  to  Hiw  Olan  Thomtoo,  md 
baa  two  ehildreu — Helen  and  Beasie. 

liVSTI  E.  OBERf  M.  D.«  (deceased) ;  a  natire  of  YenDont,  waa  bom  at  Rockingham,  Wind- 
ham Co.,  July  31,  1819,  and  w  i^  tlm  son  of  Willi  itii  and  Fanny  (Fairbanks)  Obor.  In  1830,  x\w  family 
lemoned  to  Ohio  and  aettled  on  a  farm  at  Ciaridon,  Geauga  Co.;  Levi  remaining  constantly  at  home  until 
18  yeara  of  ffit  aariating  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  attending  aehool,  a  part  of  the  time  at  an  aeademj  near 
by.  Having  an  ingenious  turn  of  niim!.  he  wa.-^  naturally  It'd  into  m''c1i:ini mI  piirsiiit.s  ;  for  some  years  he 
worked  more  or  less  at  different  trades,  in  order  to  prcK-ure  rn<^aiis  for  [iroHccuting  his  studies,  and  continued 
his  literary  studies,  interspersed  with  manual  labor,  until  about  1843.  Mr.  Ober  began  to  study  nu  lii  ine 
with  Dr.  Stonu  Khosa,  of  Paineaville,  about  1845.  He  continued  the  iame  with  Dr.  Richmond,  of 
Chardon,  and  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  Department  of  Western  Reaenre  Ciollegc,  Cleveland,  and  at 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Cincinnati ;  and  in  March,  1850,  he  took  (he  first  diploma  i.s»ued  by  the  la.st- 
named  ioalitution.  Subaequeotly,  be  reonved  a  homooopatbic  diploma  from  the  same  oollege.  Atler- 
ward  lie  attended  a  coarse  of  lecturea  at  the  Jefisnon  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  During  th>)  year 
Ifi.'iti,  Dr.  Olhir  began  the  practice  of  houcaopathy  at  Moline,  111.,  and  continucil  there  for  aoven  years. 
He  removed  to  La  Crosae,  Wis.,  io  1857,  and  was  there  coo-tantly  engaged  in  practicim;  m  dicinc,  except 
when  attending  medical  lectorea  or  traveling  to  recruit  his  health,  impaired  by  ovtrwurk  Twice  he  wu.>< 
obliged  to  retire  for  a  season  to  recuperate.  In  1872,  he  went  to  Kuropc,  trnvehng  through  England.  Bel- 
gium, parts  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  spending  the  winter  of  1872  and  1873  in  Italy.  While  abroad 
be  visited  hoapitals,  and  in  various  ways  largely  extended  his  rei^earches  in  medical  suiencc.  Dr.  Ober 
qiaied  no  pains  to  eoltiTating  himaelf  and  in  increasing  his  akill  io  the  healing  art,  and  apent  some  time 
in  attending  clinical  lectures,  and  in  the  Eye  and  Ear  foflrmary  of  New  Tork.  He  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  lllinoi.s  Hoiim-  i;t;»tliic  Medii  al  As-suciation,  and  aiJt  d  in  farming  the  prc^-'nt  Ilonueo- 

Btthic  Medical  Society  of  Wiscuusiu,  and  was  1're.sident  of  both  organizations,  and  also  presided  over  the 
ational  Medical  Sooiety.  He  had  an  honorary  degree  from  the  Hahnemann  Oollege,  Chicago.  Dr.  Ober 
wiLs  a  vt  rv  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  Deacon  of  the  same,  and  nne  of  its  most  liberal  sup- 
porters. In  all  religious  aiad  benevolent  matters,  he  took  a  deep  interest,  aixl  was  in  every  respect  a  kind, 
sympathizing  and  tmo  man.  In  politics,  ho  was  RepobUcan.  of  Whigantecedeota,  but  took  little  intereat 
in  political  matters  more  than  to  perform  his  duties  as  a  oitixen.  Dr.  Ober  had  two  wivea ;  the  first  was 
Abigail  Carr,  of  Jefferron,  Ohio,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  November.  1843,  and  who  died  in  August, 
1875,  leaving  two  cliildrcti  ;  the  *»ec<:>nd  w.us  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Burbank  Whitney,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  tlicy 
ware  married  in  September,  1876.  Dr.  Ober  died  March  26,  1881.  He  was  a  good  snigaoo,  a  skilltul 
anriat,  and  an  eminent  and  saeeeasftal  general  praotitioner. 

TIMOTHY  0*BRIE!V,  pr  ijirictor  of  the  Troy  Hou.se  ;  has  been  a  resident  of  Li  Cro.<isp  since 
1855,  and  has  been  in  the  saloon  and  hotel  business  during  the  whole  time,  exci  pt  when  in  the  army.  He 
was  brought  up  in  Troy,  N.  V.,  and  learned  the  cigar-maker's  trade  of  .Joseph  B.  Carr,  the  pn^jRUt  Sccrv 
wry  of  State  of  New  York,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Cros.sc  in  IS,").").  (K-t.  8.  ISfil,  he  enlisted  in  the 
I4th  W.  V.  I.,  Co.  1),  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war  a.H  1st  Lieutenant  of  that  company;  he  was 
wounded  in  tlie  hip  July  IG.  1S(;4,  at  Tupelo,  Miss.  He  wa.s  marrit  d  in  Milwaukee  .Jan.  1,  l8(jH,  to  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Edward  O'Kieffe,  a  merchant  tailor,  who  located  in  La  Croaae  in  1857,  and  still  reaidea 
there ;  he  was  the  first  merchant  tailor  to  locate  in  La  Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Brien  have  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, only  three  <»f  whom  are  now  living-  Mary  Ellen,  Arthur  and  Edward.  Rev  Janus  P  O'Kieffe, 
Pastor  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  and  Arthur  J.  O'Kieffe  of  the  law  firm  of  Magoon 
k  O'Kieffe,  of  Darlington.  Wis.,  are  bmthers  of  Mrs.  O'Brien. 

ISII>OR  OEJMJHER,  sain  «n  kc.  p.  r  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1833;  son  of  Joseph 
Oesgher;  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  has  resided  io  La  Crosse  Co.  ever  since  i  be  followed  larming  in 
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ihe  towa  of  Greenfield  till  1873,  then  sold  out  aod  came  to  the  vity  i  has  bceo  in  his  prewnt  busiaeas  aboui 
ten  j«Bn.  He  was  inarried  in  La  Crosse  ia  1860,  to  Oetem  OKver,  and  haa  a«?eo  ehildreo— ■Jeaois, 
Hary,  John,  Ma(ti«.  Louis,  Louisa  and  Bruno. 

HANS  N.  OIjSOIV,  cooper  and  Htoekholdcr  in  the  La  Crosso  Ci>-operative  Harrel  Manufactur- 
ing Co.;  ma  born  in  Denmark  in  1K51  ;  camo  to  the  United  States  in  1870,  and  has  resided  in  La  OlMM 
OTer  gincf,  exccjit  three  years  in  Cltieaj;o  workinj?  at  the  plasterer 'a  trade  in  1871-72-73.  Ho  was  mar- 
ried, Juue  1;^,  1870,  to  Abbie  Johnson,  and  has  two  children — Eddie  and  Henry  W.  Mr.Ohion  has  been 
in  his  pre^at  phM  of  biiriaeM  aiDoa  the  apring  ef  1880 ;  hie  ftlber,  Ole  Nehoa,  died  in  La  Crmw  Aag. 
I,  1872. 

PETER  N.  OLSOIV,  foreman  aod  Ti«asur«r  of  the  La  Crosse  Co-operative  Barrel  Manafact- 
uring  Co.;  was  bom  in  Deuwark  in  1847.  His  Ihther,  Ole  Nelaon,  came  to  the  United  Slates  in  1869; 
aettled  in  La  Croaee  and  died  in  1872.  Mr.  Olson  eame  in  1868,  and  has  resided  in  La  CroaM  since  that 
time.  His  first  wife,  Sophia  I^rson,  died  in  1870,  two  years  after  marriage,  leaving  no  dul^na;  ha  wm 
married  a;^'ain  in  1871,  to  Mihs  Mary  D.  Ondell,  and  bj  iha  aeooad  nanSige  baa  fonr  obildicfl— AUma 
W.,  Klla  Lovioa,  Geoise  William  and  Hurry. 

H.  ITHALIiEY,  wheat  inspector,  and  in  ebaige  of  the  devator  at  the  mill  of  A.  A.  Freenmn  A  Ob.; 
in  a  native  of  Canada,  born  in  1K4C> ;  cann-  tn  Minnesota  with  his  parents  in  18r)t>,  and  lived  ioAoatin,  Mow<  r 
Co.,  till  the  1st  of  September,  188U,  when  he  vame  to  La  Craese.  He  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1873,  at  Aus- 
tin, to  MiBi  Eliaa  Maney ;  baa  two  ebildreo— John  H.  and  Mary  Elinbeth.  Hia  father,  Marfta  O'MaD^, 
died  in  tlic  spring  of  1871,  and  his  mother  is  Ktill  living  in  Minnt.^uta 

JOUAI  0*NEIli«,  proprietor  of  the  saloon  and  billiard-room  oppusite  the  North  La  Crosac  Depot, 
has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  sinee  Notraaiber,  1853.  He  worked  on  the  river  as  pilot  till  1873 ;  w»a 
then  in  the  grocery  business  four  y«?ars,  and  purchased  his  present  plaoe  of  busine&s  in  1877,  which  he  has 
since  ooeupied.  He  was  born  in  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  March  28,  1833;  came  to  the  United  .Stales 
when  12  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  New  York  City  and  vicinity  till  he  came  to  La  Crosjk;  iu  ls53.  He 
was  married  in  186;'),  to  Mary  .^I>lnduy,  and  has  six  ehildrea-^-Honrji  WilUe,  Jseob,  Annie,  Liaiie  and 
Juhn.    His  father,  Mi<!haei  O'Neil,  died  in  the  old  country. 

Fa  OPITKf  saloon  keeper,  on  Pearl  street,  near  the  International  Hotel,  has  reeided  in  La  Crosw 
sinoe  Aug.  15,  1853.  He  is  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  followed  that  business  till  18Gt>,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  in  the  saloon  business.  He  was  horn  in  Saxon,  Altonbur.',  Germany,  in  1827  ;  son  of  Christian 
Opits,  came  to  America  in  1849,  arriving  in  New  York  City  on  the  of  June;  oame  direct  to  Wisodfr 
aia,  and  lived  in  JaneaviUe  six  months;  then  went  to  Qalena,  III.,  where  be  remained  till  the  spriagof 
1863 ;  then  lived  three  moatha  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  oame  ftvm  there  to  La  Croase  in  A^nst  of  Aat 
year.  He  has  eight  children— Curl,  Loui.sa,  John,  Peter,  Bta,  Mana,  Emma  and  Alftad.  His  wife  wm 
Christina  Hotmann,  also  a  native  of  Genuaov. 

WU  WL  IHlBORWB,  of  the  firm  of  Bdwnds  ft  Osborne,  lumber  dealns,  has  been  a  lesideBt  of 
La  Crosse  since  Novi  mluT.  18,')8.  He  was  born  in  Madison  Co..  N.  Y.,  in  184'i  ;  lived  in  C<irtland  Co  , 
N.  Y.,  for  three  years  previous  to  coming  to  Wisconsin.  In  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  14th  W. 
V.  I.,  Company  D,  and  waa  ia  the  aervice  eleven  months,  when  he  was  diaebari^  fbr  disabifi^.  He  wm 
afterward  in  the  hundred-day  .^rviee  as  Orderly  Serf^eant  of  Company  (1,  4ntii  W  V.  I.,  in  the  suinraer 
of  1864.  He  has  been  paymaster  and  book-keeper  fur  C.  C.  Smith,  railroad  contractor,  moat  of  the  time 
since  1871.  The  firm  of  Kdwards  A  Osborne  has  lumber-jrardb  at  CUedeoia,  Mabel  and  Cantoa,  Mian., 
aad  Wadena.  Vo!j?a  City,  Littleport  and  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa. 

CH A BIjES  OTIIjLIE,  H.  D.,  wai^  bom  in  Germany,  and  educated  at  the  Universities  of 
Beriin  aad  Munich  ;  came  to  Amcrioain  18G0,  and  practiced  medicine  at  West  Bend,  "Wis.,  and,  after 
being  oommis.'iioned  as  Assi.Mtant  Surgeon  of  the  'Jtl>  W.  V.  I.,  served  three  yertrs  and  six  months  during; 
the  rebellion  ;  taken  primmer  at  the  Sabine  River,  and  remained  M<!ven  months  in  the  lines  of  the  rebel 
army  ;  wa.s  mustered  out  of  service  in  1866,  and  went  to  ( iermauy,  from  which  he  again  came  to  America 
in  18G9,  and,  aller  practicing  medicine  again  at  West  Bond,  settled  at  l^a  Crosse.  During  this  time,  hs 
served  two  years  as  City  Pbvsieian  of  ue  city  of  La  Croase,  and  is  at  present  United  States  Marine  As- 
riatant  Surgeon,  which  office  he  has  now  held  for  three  years. 

BEBTBDIGT  OTT  was  bom  in  Bavaria  June  3, 1836,  and  emigrated  to  Ameriea  ia  1843, 
with  his  parents,  who  located  at  Milwaukee,  flis  father  was  there  employed  ss  a  stone^ttar.  Benedict 
learned  the  trade  of  a  mm  liini-t.  and  worked  there  until  the  spring  of  1856,  when  ho  came  to  La  CrCNM 
and  found  employment  with  Georse  M.  Leach,  the  proprietor  of  the  pioneer  maobine-shop.  His  skill  ms 
woikman  was  aoon  recognised,  and  ha  was  pfomotod  to  fbramaa  of  the  Lsaeh  naehina^moM.  He  served 
in  this  eapasity  through  the  difiisnnt  ehangea  of  the  firm,  from  1866  to  1876  with  0.  C.  c  B.  0.  Smiih, 
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and  horn  1875  to  1879  with  Thoraelj  &  James.  In  1879,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Frederick 
Thorady,  end  eetabliahed  the  Weit  WHoonnD  lion  Worln,  oader  the  firm  nune  of  Thoraely  &  Ott.  Mr. 
Ott  has  ftill  control  and  management  of  tbe  worfci  in  ttila  citj,  hia  aaaociate,  Mr.  Thomely,  being  engaged 
in  bu-iiiess  in  Dabuque.  Mr.  Ott  wa.s  married,  Feb.  14,  1857,  to  Theresa  Ulrich,  of  Milwaukee.  They 
have  nine  children — Benedict,  John,  George,  Tbereea,  Willie,  Frederick,  GnstaTe,  Ida  and  Matilda.  Mr. 
Ott  i»  a  namber  of  the  A.,  F.  k  A.  H.,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  Germania  Singing  Society  and  La  OroHO  Sohatnm 
Sodetf. 

KlHjr.-^R  PALHKB.  dentist,  Main  street,  over  post  office,  is  a  native  of  Wuodfltock,  Vt.,  born 
May  7,  184* i,  .>-nn  »i'  Walter  Palmer.  Studied  dentistry  in  hia  native  place  with  Dr.  Rice,  and  in  Fltoh- 
bnrg,  Mas»..  with  Dr.  Palmer.  He  aflerward  attended  lectures  at  the  dental  school,  Philadelphia.  Prao- 
tieed  in  Newport,  Vt.,  from  1860  to  1866,  exoept  when  in  the  army,  and  has  practiced  in  La  Crosse  since 
March,  1866.  Dr.  Palmer  made  the  first  more  toward  the  organisation  of  the  "  Wi.sconain  State  Dental 
Society,"  aa  be  drew  up  a  petition  and  traveled  through  the  State  to  obtain  the  aigoaturea  neewary  for 
that  purpose.  Re  wis  the  lltat  temporary  PrerideBt,  and  afterward  permanant  Praridaat  of  the  society, 
which  was  organized  in  Stptemher,  1870.  He  hasi  also  been  a  member  of  the  "  American  Dcnt.al  Asso 
ciation  "  for  several  yenr»,  and,  in  IBbO,  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  "  Iowa  State  Dental 
Society."    He  is  also  a  member  of  Aa  La  CVoSBO  Board  of  Trade. 

D.  H.  PAIjUKR,  liveryman,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Second  street  ;  was  bom  in  Johnstown,  N. 
Y.,  in  1847,  and  came  to  iSparta,  Wis.,  with  h'la  parents  iu  1857  ;  after  trying  various  kindu  of  business, 
he  went  into  the  livery  business  With  Us  brother  in  1857,  and  has  followed  that  business  since.  In  the 
•pring  of  1880,  be  and  his  brothar  sum  to  La  Oosee  and  located  in  their  preeent  qoartera,  and  era  widely 
KBOWQ  aa  energetic,  tboroudi  hnwnew  men. 

liveryman;  born  iu  Johnstown.  N.  Y.,  in  1B44,  and  came  with  hU 
parents  to  Wisconsin  and  aettled  at  Sparta  in  1857 ;  in  1862,  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  Colo.,  and  from 
there  to  Idaho;  letanriog  to  Sparta  In  1865,  ha  eommenoed  the  livery  buaineBi  in  that  ]Jaoe  in  1867, 
which  he  continued  until  the  spring  ef  1880,  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse  and  opened  his  present  business 
on  the  e  irrn T  r>f  Pearl  and  Second  streets.  Mr.  Palmer  was  married  in  Sparta  to  Miss  Fannie  Kemp,  and 
has  four   !    'r  n — Nora.  Harry,  Fannie  and  Mamie. 

JOS£PlI  PABUiEK,  one  of  the  firm  of  Partaek  &  StorU,  proprietora  of  the  Third  Ward 
Meat  Market  on  Fifth  street;  was  Iwrn  in  Bohemia  in  1845.  He  oame  to  America  in  1866, settled  in  La 
Crosse  in  1867,  and  has  been  in  his  present  busineas  since  that  time.  Ha  WW  mailied  in  Ln  Qrmo  to 
Kate  Holy,  and  has  five  children — Frank,  Willie,  Joseph,  Annie  and  Mary. 

A.  PATZ,  jeweler,  has  been  in  hb  present  hnaittesv  in  La  CroMO  sinee  June,  1854,  having  the 
oldest  establi-shment  in  thut  line  in  the  city.  He  is  a  Hungarian  by  birth,  and  was  bom  in  1823 ;  oame 
to  Americ*a  in  1848,  and  lived  in  Pennsylvania  till  be  came  to  La  Crosse,  in  1854.  He  was  married  in 
La  Crosse  on  Sunday,  July  19,  1857,  to  Miss  Sophia  Neuman,  and  on  tlia  same  day  bis  store  was  robbed 
of  $10,000  in  money  and  jewelery,  only  a  small  part  of  which  was  ever  recovered.  Mr.  Pats  has  only 
two  children,  both  daughters — Lillie  and  Kebeceu — the  latter  being  the  wife  of  H.  Berger,  of  the  dry 
goods  firm  of  H.  Berger  &,  Co.  He  has  been  successful  in  businsM,  and  OWns  OODBldsnble  fssl  CSttle  in 
die  oUjV.   Mrs.  PaU  died  of  apoplexy,  Maroh  9, 1881,  u^ed  43. 

^OHN  PAUIi,  lumberman,  was  bom  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Paeembsr,  1883.  Here  he 
Sttendi'd  srlinol  and  commenced  the  learning  of  the  machinist's  trade,  hut  the  firm  with  whom  he  was 
learning  soon  afterward  failed,  so  that  he  did  not  completely  mastor  bis  trade.  In  1850,  be  removed  to 
London,  England,  and  there  worked  in  machine-shops.  In  1852,  he  emigrated  to  Amerioa,  and  ioeated 
in  Albany,  working  there  and  at  Schenectady  at  the  machinist's  trade,  until  18r)4,  when  ho  removed  to 
Chicago,  and  there  al.^o  worked  in  machine-shops.  In  1855,  he  removed  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  and  there 
became  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  by  putting  in  machinery  and  operating  a  saw-mill  for  a  Chicago  com- 
pany. Moved  from  Muakc^n  to  Ia  Craese  in  May,  1857,  and  here  built  a  small  saw-mill,  bnt  finding 
that  the  mill  InMiasM  dona  did  not  pay  sufficiently,  he  fbrmed  a  partnership  in  the  foundry  and  maohine 
bu?inc>i-s  with  Geoina  M.  Leach,  wliich,  together  with  hia  mill,  lie  conducted  up  (o  IRiIl,  wheu  he  built  a 
mill  on  hia  present  josjtiwi,  and  has  b^Hin  actively  and  Baooeaafully  engaged  in  the  lumber  busineas  since. 

J.  If  PBTTINCIflLlj,  County  Cleric  of  La  Oroase  County,  was  bom  in  Ostego  Go.,  N.  T., 
Nov.  10,  1840.  His  father,  Alonzo  Pettingill,  was  horn  Dec,  27.  T^fl'2,  and  his  mother,  Lucy,  nee  Davis, 
was  bom  April  6,  1807,  both  in  the  same  county  of  UHtego.  and  at  this  time  are  l>oth  residents  of  La  Crosse 
County.  In  tha  spring  of  1854,  his  father  moved  with  his  family  to  Flint,  Genesee  Co.,  Mich.,  where  they 
resided  two  years,  and  on  the  24th  da^  of  April,  1856,  arrived  in  Lewis  Valley  in  the  town  of  Farming- 
ton,  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis.,  where  he  resided  with  his  father  up  to  the  time  of  his  election  as  County  Clerk. 
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Wa«  married  to  B.  Antoinrttf  Kenrick  Nov.  lf»,  1861.  Was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  the  spring  of  1863, 
of  the  town  of  Farmington,  and  was  re-elected  in  the  apringd  of  1864,  1865,  186G  and  1867,  and  in  the 
ipring  of  1869.  Waa  elected  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  of  SuperviMn  in  the  springs  of  1870,  1871 
and  1872.  Was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  SujMTvisors  of  La  Crosse  County,  Jane  7,  1871, 
reciuving  all  the  vrtfe.M  ca-st  but  om-.  Waa  elet^ted  County  Clerk  of  La  Croese  County  Nov.  4,  1873, 
which  oflBce  he  hax  held  ^itj(  t\  uml  i.s  now  on  his  fourth  term. 

VAl.KNTI^'K  PFKIFFKR,  of  the  6rm  of  Lunts  &  PfeiflFer.  proprietors  of  the  Court 
Hou»e  Meat  Market,  was  born  in  1 1  esse- Darmstadt,  Germany,  in  1842  ;  son  of  Jacob  Pfeiffer  ;  came  to 
America  in  the  spring  of  1  Htj6,  and  has  been  in  La  Crosse  nMMt  of  the  tinie  dnee.  He  WM  named  ie 
1874,  to  Mary  Kriebs,  and  hm  two  children — Roea  and  Linie. 

A.  PFIFFIVER,  manufacturer  of  and  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  hamen  and  aaddlety ;  has 
been  in  his  present  business  in  La  Crosse  »ince  May,  1853,  his  being  the  oldest  eetablithment  of  the  kmd 
iotheeity.  He  wat>  bom  in  Switierlaod,  in  1828;  learned  hie  trade  theve,  aod  oametotbe  Uoited 
States  in  1849.  He  was  engaged  in  basinflai  in  Galena,  III.,  till  he  oame  to  I*  Oroeee  in  1853.  He  was 
marriuil  in  (lak-na  in  IH^y'd,  and  has  three  Hons.  The  oldest  one,  Albert,  bein;_'  a  membtT  of  the  drug  firm 
of  E.  Howard  &  Co.,  of  La  Croase  i  the  other  two,  Forrest  and  Ulysses  are  at  home.  Mr.  Pfiffner  has 
boih  and  still  owns  several  biniiMSS  bloeks  in  La  Orosae.  No.  39  Main  stveet,  a  cwo^toiy  hriok,  20x60, 
he  built  in  1 K68 ;  No.  40,  20s80,  in  same  year;  No.  42, 24x80,  b  1873,  and  No.  44,  26x80,  in  1875, 
all  two-story  bricks.   

OHBISTIAll  PPUIiTBS,  saleon-lteeper.  Third  street,  was  bora  in  Saxony,  Oeroany.  ia 
\H'M  ;  came  to  America  in  1870,  and  lived  two  years  in  Milwaukee,  one  year  in  Minnesota,  tbrw  }tars  ia 
Cedarburg,  Wis.,  and  caiue  to  La  Crosse  in  1878.  He  was  married  in  Milwaukee  in  1871  to  Mrs.  Laura 
Winkler,  widow  of  Fritz  Winkler,  who  died  in  Milwaukee,  leaving  three  children — Osear,  Bemhart  sad 
Laura.     Has  two  ehildrfn  by  the  srcond  luairiago — Robert  and  Adolph  (twins). 

JOHN  PFI^UIiiEiR,  coopt:r,  corner  Third  and  Ferry  streets  ;  lias  been  a  resident  of  Lj  Croase 
atnoe  July,  1858.  Ho  was  born  in  Baden,  Qermany,  in  1829,  son  of  George  Pfluger ;  cime  to  Uoitsd 
States  in  May,  1858,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse,  lie  wa.9  married  in  Radcn  in  1856  to  Magdalena  Simoa. 
and  has  nine  children — Johanna,  Florian,  Frank,  Peter,  John,  Jacob,  Mary,  Gertie  and  Annie,  all  at  home. 

A.  PLATZ.  of  the  firm  of  Davis,  Medary  ft  Plats,  propriatom  of  the  La  Crosse  unnery,  wa« 
bora  in  Pntssia  io  1840,  son  of  F.  Plats,  a  tanner,  who  came  to  America  with  his  family  io  1855;  west 
Into  the  tanning  business  in  Racine,  Wis.,  in  1 860,  and  still  oontinuMi  the  business  in  that  plaee.  A. 
Platz  learned  the  trade  of  his  father  in  Germany,  and  was  in  partnership  with  him  in  Rat  ine  from  HOO 
till  1877,  when  be  oame  to  La  Cruase  and  beoame  a  member  of  the  present  firm.  Ue  was  married  in 
Radne  in  1867  to  Miss  MsrKsrat  Heek,  and  has  three  ehildren — Minnie,  Max  and  Albert. 

P.  M.  PI.r.^B,  foreman  of  round-house.  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co..  at  North  La  (>»s>e;  htt 
been  in  his  present  position  since  Jan.  12,  1867.  Ue  ia  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  born  Aug.  lU, 
1833,  son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Peck)  Phimh;  name  to  Wisoonmn  in  Febrnary,  1861,  from  Avrom,  UL, 
where  lie  Imd  resided  seven  yeans.  VVas  in  Portage  City  till  June  12.  1867,  when  he  came  to  La  Cmtse. 
He  was  married  July  3,  1862,  at  Portage  City  to  Miss  Uattie  M.  Pixley,  daughter  of  Bcmus  J.  Pixky 
of  that  place.  Has  three  diildren — Fannie,  Jennie  and  Nettie.  Has  been  Trustee  of  village  two  teiw, 
Alderman,  six  years,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Boud,  OB  seeood  tem.  Has  followed  laUroadiiq;  sfsr 
since  he  was  aeventecn  years  old. 

W.  P.  POWERIK,  son  of  David  J.  and  Kliza  A.  ( Harris)  Powers,  was  bom  in  Whitewater, 
Wis  ,  Nov  R,  Hi.*  father,  who  ifi  well  known  io  Wi«*conBiu  as  an  early  pioneer  of  the  State,  built 

the  firHt  ihime  buililin<.'  in  Whitewntor,  in  whieh  he  kept  hotel ;  he  subsequently  laid  out  the  village  of 
Palmyra,  Wis.,  and  there  built  the  fir^t  j>aw  and  grist  mill.  Afterward  he  became  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  Jefferson  Countv;  editor  of  the  WUcontin  Farmer;  Secretary  of  the  State  Agricultaral 
Society,  and  President  of  the  AfadLson  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  is  now  President  of  the  Usioo 
Wire  Mattress  Company,  of  Chicago,  III.     W.  P  Powers,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  removed  with  his 

rnts  to  Palmyra,  Wis.,  in  the  &11  of  1842,  and  remained  there  until  185U,  when  lie  went  to  Wankeiks. 
1852,  returned  to  Palmyra,  and,  during  this  year,  his  father  was  elected  to  the  Legislstme.  In  the 
sprint:  of  1S.'»!!,  be  reiniivi  il  to  Madison  where  he  received  hi.s  i  dueation,  having  graduated  from  the  Stat* 
Uoiversity  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  186U.  Ue  served  two  years  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Ue 
enlisted  at  Madison  and  was  mastered  in  ss  a  member  of  Company  A,  1st  Wiseonsin  heaTy  artillery.  Is 
the  fall  of  ]>*»)!{,  he  was  promoted  to  First  Lii  utenant  of  tlie  4th  Wisoonsin  Light  Battery,  and  served 
with  tbem  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  commanded  the  battery  at  the  si^  of  Vick&burg  during  the 
■auner  of  1864.  Hn  health  having  fhiled  him,  he  resigned  in  November,  1864,  and  r«l«ned  hoiM  le 
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MmHmni.    He  eogajfcd  in  tbe  i^^nenltanl  Daehinery  biuincs-s  ■(  Hadiaoa,  wbieh  he  continued  until  1867, 

when  he  came  to  La  Crosse  and  establUhed  his  pnfu  nt  husim^jw.  He  wns  married  November,  28,  1865, 
tu  Ma^^ie  F.  Knight,  uf  Summit,  Waukesha  Co.,  and  dauglUvr  of  B.  W.  Knight,  a  pioneer  of  that  sec- 
tioD  of  the  Stau<.  They  ham  four  children — Prad,  Muy,  Donald  and  Robert.  Mr.  Pow«m  ia  •  mem* 
bet  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Lefdon  of  Honor. 

ANDRRW  J.  PRASTEOUAB^.  saloon-keeper,  on  North  Third  street,  North  U  Orww, 
was  born  in  Norway  in  1887;  i>on  of  John  Johnson  f Pra8te<|uarn),  a  miller;  came  to  America  in  1861, 
•ad  haa  sinoe  been  a  reaident  of  La  Croaae  Coanty ;  has  been  iu  his  preaeot  basineaa  ainoe  1870,  and 
OWM  the  bnildtDg  in  which  be  ia  located.  He  waa  married  in  1870,  to  Mary  Johnaon,  a  nadve  of  Nor^ 
way,  and  has  three  children — John,  Kddie  and  Thea. 

HERllAIV  PKL'TZ,  blacksmith  in  the  C,  M.  &,  St.  P.  shop  at  North  La  Crusi>e,  was  born  in 
Prnaaia  in  ISiil* ;  waH  married  there  in  isf)!),  to  Louise  Matithi ;  learned  his  trade  in  the  old  country,  and 
eane  to  America  in  1865,  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  La  CnMae;  baa  but  one  ehild — CarL  Mr. 
Priita  is  Vict^  President  of  the  Concordia  Society  of  La  Croase. 

CHAKLBS  PRUTZf  saloon-keeper,  corner  of  Third  and  Grove  streets,  was  bom  in  Pnuala 
in  1850.  Hia  fiuher,  Herman  Priita,  came  to  tbe  United  States,  with  hia  family,  in  1866,  and  now  lives 
to  North  La  Crease.  Charles  teamed  the  machiniat'a  trade  of  Smith  ft  Merrill,  in  La  Cnese,  working 
there  four  yearn.  Prom  1870  to  1875,  he  was  employed  in  the  Reliance  Works  of  K.  P.  Allis,  in  Mil 
vankee;  came  back  to  I>a  Crosse  in  1875,  and  has  worked  for  Tbornely  &  James  and  William  H.  Smith 
most  of  the  time  since.  He  was  married  in  1872,  in  Milwaukee,  to  Mua  Blinbath  Werel,  of  thatflMe; 
has  five  children — Herman,  Charles,  Kdilic,  .\nnic  and  rium 

W.  U.  PUTIVA5I,  dealer  iu  hats,  caps  and  j^eutli  lucii  -  furnishing  goods,  N  i.  47  Main  street, 
waa  bwii  in  (lark  (Jo.,  Ohio,  iu  1846.  His  father,  Rafus  Futuam,  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1805, 
waa  a  aon  of  Judge  Edwin  Putnam  and  a  grandson  of  Gen.  Kufus  Putnam,  the  first  white  man  in  Ohio. 
He  was  a  brother  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  and,  in  company  with  Gen.  Tupper,  purchased  1,500,000  acre* 
of  laud  in  what  i-  now  the  State  of  Ohio;  at  62<  cents  per  acre,  and  in  April,  1788,  laid  out  the  city  of 
Marietta,  this  beinji  the  tirst  settlement  made  in  the  Northwest.  W.  R.  Pntoam  enlisted  in  the  early  part 
of  1863  ii^  the  31st  Ohio  V.  I.,  Company  H,  and  waa  in  the  serriee  about  five  months  when  be  was  acci- 
dentally shot  and  ilischarged  for  disability  ITc  w:h  afterward  in  the  service  about  four  months,  under 
the  hundred-day  call,  in  1864.  He  resided  iu  different  parts  of  Ohio  till  1867,  the  last  four  years  in  Cin- 
einnati;  name  ttoiu  thtre  to  Chicago,  and  from  Chicaf^  to  La  Croase,  in  1873,  to  acc>ept  a  position  in  the 
dry  ^oods  house  of  Mens  Anderson,  where  be  remabed  lb«r  yean,  sioce  wbieb  time  be  baa  been  in  bla 
present  busine.ss. 

JOHM  RACKELH  ANN,  butcher,  place  of  business  Pearl  street,  between  Second  and  Third, 
was  born  io  Bavaria  in  1852  i  aon  of  Augoal  Raokelmano ;  oane  to  America  in  1871,  and  haa  resided  in 
La  Crosse  ever  since;  learned  the  batcher's  trade  in  the  old  eonntrj,  and  has  been  in  the  bwineaB  in  La 

Cr--.  iiince  1874.  He  wa.s  marriiMl  in  Januiiry.  IS'^l,  to  Mrs.  Mina  Bowcr,  wIdoW  of  John  BoWCf.  She 
has  four  ohildreu  by  the  first  husband — Maggie,  John,  Ott  and  Oscar. 

OARli  RAU,  book-keeper  at  the  Empire  Brewery,  was  born  Nov.  3.  1858.  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany.  His  father,  Gottfried  Kau,  died  in  Germany  in  iSfls  Carl  was  ed\irated  in  his  native  place, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872.  He  li%-cd  in  Dubmiue,  Iowa,  till  the  tall  of  1878,  sioce  which 
time  he  has  rssidod  in  La  Cnese,  where  his  mother,  who  came  to  the  United  StetM  with  bin,  also  resides. 
Tbe  first  two  yean  of  Ua  nsideinae  in  Croase,  be  was  conneoied  with  the  menandle  agency  of  R.  C. 
Dan  ft  Co..  and  has  been  in  hia  present  pcaltioa  since  May,  1880. 

JOHN  R.\l],  son  of  ('asper  and  Susan  Ran  was  born  in  \\'urt«mberg,  Qensany,  March  19, 
1828.  At  tbe  age  oi  24,  he  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  in  the  fall  9i  IrioZ.  He  came 
West  and  located  at  Wo(«ter,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  and  there  worked  at  hta  trade,  thai  uf  a  rope-nuker. 
FonY  years  later,  he  went  to  (lalesburt:.  111.,  and  started  in  bu-'ino.s  for  himself,  having estaVjIi.shed  a  rope 
fectory  at  that  place.  He  remained  in  Galcsburg  until  1867.  wiii-n  he  came  to  La  Crease,  and  engaged  in 
general  morcbandiBiB|(.  With  bis  quiet,  unaasuniog  maoner-s,  .strict  integrity,  and  fine  bnainess  qualifica- 
tions, Mr.  Raa  has  succeeded  in  building  up  an  extensive  and  lacratiTe  Urade.  He  was  married  Dec.  7, 
1852,  at  Wooeter,  Ohio,  to  Scbelia  Men,  a  native  of  Germany.  They  have  two  children — Mary  and 
John.  Mr.  Kau  is  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  being  one  of  the  originators  of  the  La  Cros.se  Valley 
Lodge,  as  also  a  member  of  the  Deutoher  Verein.  He  was  an  Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward  for  nine 
eaeeeasive  yeata. 

JOSEPH  E.  RAIVLINSON,  contractor  and  bnildor.  has  been  a  resident  of  U  Crosse 
since  the  spring  of  18(>0.     From  that  time  till  1870,  be  was  iu  partnerdhip  with  his  brother,  William 
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lUwlinson,  firm  of  Rawliiuon  Brothers  ;  from  1870  to  187t>,  wa>>  ia  paitoenhip  vitt  David  Wallace,  fira 
of  Wallace  &  Rawlinson,  and  since  that  has  been  doin}^  business  alone  ;  was  in  company  with  his  brother 
in  buildint;  the  La  Croese  Opera  House  and  several  other  prumioeot  buildings.  In  company  with  Wallace, 
Im  built  the  schoolhouBes  of  tlie  Thinl  and  fifth  Wards,  Mid  rinoe  he  was  in  business  alone,  bult  ths 
gM  works,  the  pump  house  fur  the  City  Water  Works,  and  saperinteDded  the  brick  work  of  the  new  post 
qAm  building.  He  was  burn  in  Ciici^hire  Co.,  England,  in  1840;  son  of  Jamea  Rawlinson  ;  came  to 
America  with  his  |)arent«  in  1S49  ;  learned  the  bricklajer's  and  plasterer  s  trade  in  Jersey  City.  He  wu 
married  Dec.  14,  1868,  in  La  Crosse,  to  Lottie  Bamett,  a  native  of  Brighton,  Englaod,  and  dao^ter  of 
William  Dowling  Bamett.   They  have  three  children — Mamie,  James  and  Mattie. 

WUiLIAM  H.  RAWLINSONf  contractor  and  builder,  has  been  in  his  present  bn^oess 
in  La  CrosM  since  June,  1857.  He  waa  bora  in  Cheshire,  Enj^d,  in  1837  ;  son  of  James  RawliiMoo, 
who  oame  to  Ameirioa  in  1849 ;  lived  in  Jeraey  City  till  1858,  then  oame  to  La  CraM,«aDd  died  then 
Oct.  22,  IHSO,  at  tb.'  a^o  of  GC.  Mrs.  Rawlinson  died  Dec.  24,  1879,  at  the  ago  of  (in.  Mr  Rawlio.s^in 
learned  the  bricklaying  and  plastering  trade  in  Jeraey  City,  before  he  oame  to  Wisconsin.  Among  the 
1mildiD|i||i  he  has  pat  up  in  La  Croaw,  an  the  Edwardi  noek,  La  Onm  Opera  Home,  Levy's  Block,  sad 
the  flouring-mill  of  Listmaii  Co.  He  wss  OMiried  in  1870,  in  La  CrwM,  to  Miss  Unj  E.  Hofanes 
and  has  one  child — William  Henry. 

CHABLBS  L.  BEED,  H.  D.,  is  a  native  of  Radand  Go.,  Tt,  horn  in  1821 ;  studied  med- 
icine at  Castleton,  Vt.,  ^aduatinj;  in  I84fi.  He  immediately  comtnonced  jiractice  in  Wallinirf<ird,  Vt. 
and  afterward  at  Clarendon  Springs;  went  to  California  in  the  wint^T  of  1H51-52,  and  practiced  io 
Auburn,  Placer  Co.,  till  thespnag  of  185n,  whon  he  returned  to  Vermont  and  practiced  in  Walliogford 
till  the  spring  of  18.5G,  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  Horii  on,  Dodi^e  Co.,  wboro  be  re,«idcd  till  the 
fall  of  1866,  since  which  time  ho  has  been  practicing  in  La  Crosse.  Wa.H  examining  t^ur^eon  duriuu'  the 
war,  and  is  still  ezamininf;  sur^n  for  pensions.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Ivex,  ditd 
in  Fcbmary,  1855,  in  California,  and  soon  sfter,  letmrning  to  Vermont,  he  married  Miss  Msry  H.  Nichol- 
son, of  Wallineford,  Vt. 

FBBDBBICK  BEHFUISS,  butcher,  has  been  a  nssident  of  1m  Crosse  since  June,  1856, 
and  has  been  ennged  in  butobering  daring  the  whole  time.  He  wsa  hon  ia  Wartendwrg,  Qermany,  is 
1826 ;  son  of  Adsai  Behtbse,  who  £ed  io  Germany  in  1844.   Mr.  Rehftm  oame  to  the  United  StsMs  n 

1852,  and  resided  in  rincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Indianapoli.s,  Ind.,  before  coming  to  T^a  CroSBO.  He  ww 
married  in  Indianapolis  in  1853,  to  Miss  Barbara  Si(^l;  baa  only  one  child,  John,  who  is  also  ia  the 
bnteherinf;  hnsiness  ia  La  Crome. 

DATID  BEICHEBT,  saloon-keeper,  corn.T  of  Rost-  and  St  .lames  streets,  North  I>a  Crofv, 
was  born  in  1842,  in  Prussia.  His  father,  Jacob  Keicbert,  oame  to  the  United  States  in  1847 ;  settled 
in  Washington  Co.,  Wis. ;  oane  ftoin  there  to  La  Orosse  in  1863,  and  died  io  1866.  David  lesmed  the 
tailor's  trade  in  Schl<■i^in;_'<'^ville,  Wis. ;  went  to  Fond  du  L:ic  in  1^02,  and  worked  there  till  he  came  to 
La  Crosse,  where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  several  years,  and  was  in  the  mercantile  trade 
time  yean  liefbre  coming  to  North  La  Crosse,  where  he  came  in  1870  ;  has  been  keeping  saloon  since 
that,  and  purchased  hi.H  present  place  of  bnsinef<.i  in  1R74  He  hn.**  five  children — Julia  A.,  MaiyS., 
Cora  C,  Frank  C.  and  G.  Bernard.    His  wife  wa.s  Mary  (iialin,  uf  I^a  Croi^se,  married  in  1867. 

BE¥.  €ABL  GOTTLIEB  REISI  wi«s  bom  in  Obertarkheim,  kingdom  of  Wwtamhai; 
March  14,  1836;  attended  the  schools  in  Stuttgart  from  1842  to  18.'>4;  was  tea<  hf  r  fur  three  years,  and, 
intending  to  become  a  missionary,  went  to  the  missionary  institution  at  Basel,  Switzerland,  remaining 
there  fruni  ls.')7  to  ]  S(;2  ;  was  ordsined  Ang.  17,  1862,  and  in  October  allowed  to  go  to  America  with 
Pastor  Muhlhauser,  of  Milwaukee;  was  ordered  by  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Wisconsin  to  start  a  Lathccaa 
Chnrch  at  Green  Bay  ;  went  to  Green  Bay  Dec.  4,  1862,  remaining  till  May,  1879,  when  he  wasedlMl 
to  I-a  ('ri>8(*e. 

JOUli  V»  BEJUCK*  gsneial  iosnraooe  agent,  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Cornish,  York  Od., 
He.,  bom  in  1819.  FVom  1842  tin  1856.  ha  was  engaged  in  the  shipping  burioess  in  P^»rdand,  Ma; 
WiLs  first  a  member  of  tlie  firm  of  Simeon  Psasa  ft  Co.,  importers,  and  afterward  of  the  firm  of  Remuk  k 
£atou,  in  the  same  business.  In  1857,  be  oame  to  Wisconsin,  and  was  aboat  four  months  in  La  Crosse^ 
then  letomed  to  PortlsDd,  and  iwmdaed  Iheie  till  1862.  He  then  oane  sgsia  to  WiwoMia,  sad  hai  bus 
in  his  present  bnaineas  in  La  Ckosse  sinoe  that  tiae;  is  at  present  inspeotor  of  UlnniinstiBg  oils  ia  la 
Crosw. 

BBN JAHm  M.  BBTNOIjM,  A.       wss  bora  at  BamaH,  Yt.,  Jnly  IS,  1816.  kii 

parents  beinfr  Ezekiel  and  Lydia  (Barnes")  Reynolds.  He  lived  on  a  fira,  more  or  less,  until  21  years  of 
age.    At  the  age  of  19,  he  began  preparing  for  college,  attending,  at  flist,  the  Royalton  Acadenij,  aad 
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finidibg  hu  prep«ntorj  staAw  at  th«  TbetRird  AenSMaj,  vnder  Pirof.  Htnm  Orentt,  tbea  at  ttt  head. 

He  entered  Dartmouth  CoIIcizc  in  181'^,  and  pjraduatcd  in  course,  paying  hia  entire  pxponscs  b}'  tcachinp; 
and  differeDt  kiads  of  maoual  lat>ur.  .Since  graduating  in  1852,  Prof.  Reynolds  ha^^  been  en^ged  steadily 
in  eduoaliMMl  work.  He  was  Principal  of  the  Windscr.  Vt.,  High  Sdiool,  and  of  the  Bradford,  Vt., 
Academy  two  years;  of  the  High  Scnool  at  Barre.  M;i«s  ,  n  sti!!  longer  period;  of  the  I'nion  School  ut 
Molioe,  Til.,  one  year ;  Superintendent  of  Schook  in  Rock  Island,  and  Principal  of  its  Hij^h  School,  nearly 
foar  years,  being  the  first  Superintendent  in  that  city ;  Principal  of  the  Union  School  in  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
mora  than  five  jean;  8operint«ndent  of  Schools  at  Madisoo,  Wit.,  six  jwn:  Piiod|wl  of  the  graded 
sebooT  at  Monroe,  Wis.,  one  year,  and  b  1873,  beeame  Prineipal  of  the  High  Sohool  in  La  Oroaae,  biving 
at  the  same  time  charge  of  the  Second  Ward  School,  Tie  h;i><  ruisfd  the  grade  of  tln  sf:  school.^  more  than 
100  per  cent.  One  of  the  leading  oitiaena  of  La  Crosse  thus  speaks  of  Mr.  Reynolds'  work  here :  "  Prof. 
BeynoMa'  effidency  as  an  educator  ia  nodeeabte  in  the  nohle  pnrpoae  and  diligent  effints  of  his  scholan  in 
attainments  of  knowledge  and  in  the  cotupleteneis  of  preparation  with  which  his  advanced  students  have 
entered  various  colleger,  whone  acknowledgments  of  his  success  in  thin  respect  are  highly  complimentary 
to  La  Crosse  schools,  whose  enviable  excellence  dates  firom  and  ia  largely  attribatable  to  hit  OOlMMOtimi 
with  them."  Since  liie  has  been  in  Wisconsin,  Prof.  Reynolds  has  held  a  prominent  podtion  among  its 
edneaton.  He  has  been  Pteddent  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association  :  has  been  on  the  committees  ap- 
pointed  at  diflferent  times  to  visit  the  Normal  Schools;  also  on  the  committee  to  ^'isit  the  State  University, 
and  in  meetings  of  the  State  Teachers'  Aasodatioa  and  in  other  convocations  of  teacheia  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  men.  The  Proftnior  ia  praiorfnentty  a  ■elf-made  man,  and  may  traly  be  called  the  "  arohitaet 
of  his  own  fortune."  In  his  early  years,  ho  had  good  teachers  who  irave  him  wholesome  advice,  which  he 
has  not  failed  to  profit  by.  lie  ha.s  an  exalted  idea  of  the  mission  of  a  teacher,  and  strives  to  be  a  model 
in  the  profiMdom.  Prof.  Reynolds  is  a  Master  Ma.Hon.  In  his  reKgioas  sentiments,  he  i»  a  Congregation- 
•liat.  He  was  reared  in  the  Webster  school  nf  Whigs,  was  strong  in  the  faith,  and  voted  with  that  party 
dll  its  diasolntion,  since  which  time  be  has  bei;n  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Ann  Morcy,  daughter  of  Mitchell  C.  Morey,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Windsor,  Vt.,  and  for  twenty-one 

J ears  Deputy  Warden  of  the  State  Priaon.  They  have  lost  one  ohild  and  have  two  aooa  and  two 
aaghten  Kving.  During  the  time  Prof.  Reyndds  had  eharge  of  the  La  Crosee  High  Sehod,  he  lent  to 
the  universities  at  Madison  and  Chicago,  and  also  to  Bdoit  College,  some  of  the  best  students  who  have 
entered  these  institutions.  Physically,  Prof.  Reynolds  is  about  five  feet  seven  inches  in  height,  rather 
heavy  set.  and  weighs  185  ponnda.  He  has  gray  eyes  and  a  inll,  round  &ce.  He  po—ooeco  moat  exeeUent 
physical  qualities,  being  gcneron<«,  ueninl.  vivacious.  He  is  •  man  of  Ihoroagh  OUtlira,  aod  hil  iolllMIIM 
over  his  punila  is  in  all  rcspijcts  healthful  and  refining. 

waa  born  m  G«rmany,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1841 .  He  attended 
the  High  Sohool  at  Weimar,  Saxony,  until  bia  20tb  year,  when  be  entered  the  Univeraity  of  Jena,  and 
nttended  this  and  the  University  of  Qcisen  for  several  years.  In  1866,  he  gradnated  at  Winbnrg, 
Bavaria.  He  served  one  year  as  a.'ssi.'itant  physician  in  the  army.  Afterward  he  accepted  a  jiosition  as 
House  Physician  in  tlie  Oerman  Hospital  at  London,  £n^;land.  In  1871,  he  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled at  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  and  began  the  praotioe  of  medidne,  remainug  thera  fiir  two  yeara,  when,  on 
account  of  ill  health,  he  went  to  Augusta,  (la  Hero  he  retuained  for  seven  years,  all  the  while  engaged 
in  practicing  medicine.  During  these  seven  years,  he  wa.<)  a  member  of  the  State  Mediotl  Association  of 
<ieorgia,  and  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Augusta.  In  August,  1880,  he  was  induced  to  go  to 
Leadville,  Colo.,  but  on  account  of  the  high  altitude  of  the  place,  was  obliged  to  leave,  whence  he 
oame  to  La  Crosse,  in  January,  1881,  and  has,  considering  the  short  time  of  his  residence  here,  a  very 
good  practice,  and  a  fair  prospect  of  a  much  better  one.  Dr.  Reimann  waa  married  In  Qmaamj  in  1868, 
to  Mrs.  A.  Ramder,  formerly  Miss  A.  Ehrenbnig.   They  have  no  children. 

FBBD  KHICI,  Jr.,  ticket  sgent  of  the  C,  M.  ft  St.  P.  B.  B.,  waa  bom  April  24,  1834,  at 
London,  England ;  receive*!  his  education  at  the  City  of  London  College,  and  was  engaged  in  the  railroad 
business  in  England  for  seven  years;  emigrated  to  America  in  1858,  and  located  in  Waukesha,  where  he 
waa  for  a  short  time  on  the  swamp  land  aorvey,  BO(m  afterward  entering  the  employ  of  the  Milwaukee 
A  Prairie  du  Chien  Railway.  Tn  1861,  he  removed  to  Milwaukee,  residing  there  until  186.5,  when  he 
removed  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  for  four  years  superintended  the  railroad  elevator  at  that  place.  In  the 
spring  of  18()D,  he  removed  to  La  Croese,  and  here  also  superintended  the  elevator  until  WbtB  he 
beeame  fteigbt  and  ticket  agent.  In  September,  1880,  thia  bnaineas  had  attained  aooh  immeara  nrapor- 
dont,  that  two  agents  beeame  a  neoeadty  and  Mr.  Ring  became  tieket  agent  only.  Ftami  1876  to  Marahf 
1881,  he  wiB  aiMMiatod  with  0.  P.  Sehaipf  in  the  hardwara  biuuMM^hSt  diapoaed  ot  hla  ahara  to  Joaaph 
Taaaehe. 
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JI'LIIJS  ROSSHRROf  dealer  in  groceries,  provisions,  liquors,  etc..  corner  of  Third  and 
Mississippi  strceu,  Iim  b«en  in  bis  present  busiaeu  siooe  1875,  tod  a  resideot  of  L»  Crcwie  siooe  1861.  He 
wu  born  in  Saxony,  Oermanj  in  1841.    Hii  fattier,  Gottleib  Ronbei)^,  came  to  tfae  United  Stniee  in 

I86t),  and  is  still  livinx  in  Idi  Cnwse.  76  years  old  in  May,  18>*1.  His  mother  will  hv  70  in  Det-ember. 
1881.  Mr.  Kossherg  came  to  the  United  States  in  18<il.  and  settled  in  La  Croase.  He  enlist<^i  there  in 
September.  18ti2,  in  the  IHh  W.  V.  I.,  Co.  F,  and  was  in  the  service  two  yeen  and  nine  uonths.  Ailer 
the  war,  was  in  the  upholsterini^  business  twelve  years  in  La  Crosse,  before  commeocing  his  pre.s«?nt  busi- 
ness. He  was  married  in  the  full  of  1865,  to  Charlotte  Naw  and  has  had  five  children,  of  whom  three — 
Emma,  Kddie  and  Charlie  are  still  living,  and  two — Otto  and  Emil,  deceased. 

li.  BOiiSilTfiSB,  railroad  oontnotor,  raidenm,  oorner  Main  and  Tenth  street*,  is  a  native  of 
Prinoe  Edward  labod,  British  America;  came  to  Wisoomio  in  1853  with  his  parents;  lived  at  Port 

Howard  till  1857,  then  went  to  Milwaukee  In  Juur,  1861,  he  etilistc  l  in  the  .ith  W.  V.  I.,  Co.  B.  and 
served  in  that  raiment  three  years  and  three  months,  the  last  eij^ht  months  as  First  Lieutenant  in  com- 
mand of  hH  company.  lo  December,  1864.  he  reoetved  a  Seoond  Lieotenant's  commiaaioD  in  the  6th  U. 
8.  V.  v.;  was  promoted  (o  First  Lieutenant  in  June,  and  Captain,  Dcoi  mber,  IRGf),  and  wat.  um»- 

tered  out  of  service  in  .\pril,  18GG.    In  h  charge  of  the  6th  Corps  on  the  eueuiy  s  works  at  Sputtsylvaoia 
Court  House.  Va.,  May  10.  1864,  he  was  woaoded  by  a  o•nniste^sh'ot  in  the  right  shoulder,  which  dis- 
abled him  about  forty  days.    He  participated  in  seventeen  of  the  principal  engagements  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potumac ;  fi)Ui;ht  under  MeClellan,  Barnside,  Hooker  and  Meade ;  has  been  railroading  ainoe  the  war 
closed,  and  in  La  ('ms-^.-  ^incel871. 

LiOUlii  ttOSStJbit  of  the  firm  of  Kuse  &  Bro.,  iewelon.  No.  62  Main  atreet,  was  boro  Jan.  1, 
1820,  in  Halberstadt,  Germany;  eon  of  Oari  Roee,  who  died  In  Owmany  in  1852.  He  waa  odwcated. 
•od  learned  his  tnidc  in  Magdeben:,  Germany,  servin-^'  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years.  He  w;is  in  bosi- 
nen  for  himself  eliven  years  in  Nordheuscn  ani  came  to  America  in  -\ut:ast,  1S54  He  residtni  in  Chi- 
cago till  August,  1857,  then  catne  to  La  'Crosse  and  joined  his  brother,  George  H  iui^e,  who  had  already 
established  himself  in  the  jewelry  busincis,  and  the  present  Arm  has  exi^sted  sint^e  that  lime  without 
ehange.  Mr.  Rose  wa.M  married  in  Germany,  in  1845,  to  Amelia  Benokenstein,  and  has  three  children — 
Clara.  Emil  and  Ann  i 

4ii£OIMi}lii  ll«  ttOSEf  of  the  firm  of  Roee  &  Bro..  jeweiere;  has  been  in  his  preaent  bosiaesa 
in  La  Croaae  ainee  Jnne,  1856,  and  wus  j oin.  d  by  his  brother,  Lmiis  Rose,  In  Aognst,  1857.    He  was  bom 

in  Nordheu.s.  n,  (Jermnny,  in  October,  18H(I  ;  learticd  his  trade  in  the  old  country,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  August,  1852  ;  he  resided  in  Vates  Co  ,  N.  Y.,  one  year,  then  returned  to  New  York  City  t'<>r 
one  year;  he  then  lived  in  Poughkeepsic,  N.  Y.,  Chicago,  III.,  and  Madison,  Wis.,  till  June,  1856;  then 
came  to  L*  Cros,fe  atid  immediately  engaged  in  business.  He  wa.s  married  in  La  Crosse  in  1856,  to  Miss 
Minnie  Cursteu.  and  ha.s  five  children — Alletta  B.,  Gustavc  B.,  Viarda  B..  Walter  B.  and  George  B. 

W.  A.  ROOSEVKLT,  plumber  and  gas-fitter;  was  bon^  Sept.  17,  lH:t3,  in  Oakland  Ca., 
Mich.:  moved  with  his  paients  inio  iMtroit  in  1837, lemauuw  there  until  1840,  when  he  removed  to  Saa- 
dusky  City,  Ohio ;  he  teamed  the  machinist's  trade  In  Sandntky,  and,  in  1853,  emigrated  to  La  Croaae, 

where  hi'  arrivrd  .Jan.  17  ;  upnn  hi.s  arrival  at  La  Crn.'vs<'.  he  e!iart>  i<Ml  the  j^teain  ferry-b  lat  Hunexye,  vrlii.-h 
he  ran  during  the  first  part  of  the  season,  when  he  purchased  a  third  interest  in  the  Delia,  and  was  engineer 
on  this  for  •  short  time,  nmntaff  between  Dubuque  and  St.  I^tal ;  he  disposed  of  his  interat  in  this  boat 
in  the  fi»ll  of  1857,  and,  up  to  186(1,  wa.-  i  ii_'iiL.'o  i  im  st  nf  ihe  time  as  engineer  and  captain  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  From  ISGO  to  1869.  he  was  uuuslautly  engaged  hm  a  steamboat  cngioeer  ;  Jan  1,  186i),  be 
established  his  ]>rosetit  business  in  La  Crosse,  sinoe  which  time  he  has  successfully  eondncted  it. 

A.  RUUOFF,  book  binder,  piano  tuner,  and  dealer  in  pianos  and  organs ;  was  bom  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  in  1837.  I.»earned  book-binding  in  Germany,  and  was  three  years  in  the  piano  factory  of  F. 
Helmholiz.  Ill"  Hanover,  where  he  learned  piano  tuning  and  repairing;  he  came  to  America  in  ISUS;  wa» 
nine  months  in  Milwaukee,  Uiree  months  in  Iowa,  and  came  lo  La  Crosse  in  1869.  He  was  married  in 
1877,  to  Adde,  daaghter  of  Angost  Ronge,  and  has  two  children — Angost  and  Bra«at.  In  eonaectkm 
with  his  other  hu.sine-s.  he  keeps  on  hantl  l  iaim-  ;,ini  niL'-ins  tn  rent. 

COXSTANTIXE  RLPP,  ->aloou-kecper,  on  Third  street  corner  of  Vine;  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  in  KSll  ;  son  of  Ignatz  Rupp.  He  was  married  in  Germany  in  1841,  to  Fraaees  Oonert,  and 
came  to  the  Tieiited  States  immediately  after  marriage.  He  lived  in  IMiiladelphia.  I'l  un  .  two  years,  and  ta 
WilminL'tou,  Del.,  eleven  years;  wits  in  the  butcherini:  business  in  bo  h  jilaees  ;  he  then  went  to  Newark, 
.N.  J.,  and  waa  in  the  saloon  business  twelve  years,  and  cnnie  to  La  Cr<i8S4>  in  1866,  where  he  has  followed 
the  same  business  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Rupp  has  had  four  cliildien,  three  of  tbem  still  Uviof^. 
His  «ld«et  eon,  Geoige  Martin,  enlisted  m  June,  1861,  in  the  7t]i  N.  J.  T.  L,  aad  was  killed  ia  betik 
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near  Peterhburu',  \  a  ,  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  IBfU  ;  his  second  son,  John,  was  also  in  the  army,  three 
monthB  in  the  3d  N  .  J  \'  1.,  and  one  year  in  another  regiment.  He  b  DOW  married  Mid  Kviog  in  Nflmrk, 
N.  J.;  Julias  (12  years  old)  and  Qeorge  Willum  (7),  at  horns. 

JACOB  RUPIjIIV,  eontraetor  and  baiUiar;  has  been  a  resident  of  La  CrosM  aince  1867 ;  be 
WJI.S  horn  in  Schaffhauson.  Swii/.erlund,  in  1843;  SOB  of  Aihmi  Huilin.  wh  t  liicd  therein  l'^^>^<.  Mr,  Ro- 
pliD  learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade  in  bis  native  plaee,and  caiue  to  the  United  States  in  1866  ;  be  worked 
in  Waalungton,  D.  C,  till  the  spring  of  1807t  wbeB  he  eaaie  to  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  in  1871,  to 
Mi^M  Mary  Kc  kol.  a  native  of  T.a  Trosso,  and  daughter  of  Adam  Bokel,  OM  of  the  earlj  settlers  of  that 

place  ;  ha.M  two  eiiildren — Alfred  and  Carl. 

E.  B.  RYNIVINGf  book-keeper  for  N.  B.  Holway ;  has  been  in  his  preiient  sitnation  einee 
April,  1879  ;  he  was  bom  in  Norway  in  1858  ;  son  of  Frederidt  Ryoning,  who  is  still  liring  in  Norway. 
Mr.  Rynning  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Chrittiania,  Norway,  in  1873,  and  from  the  Poljteehnw 
St  IiiMil  of  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  in  ISTB.  He  eame  to  America  in  Juno,  1877|and  finUowed  omlenpneer> 
ing  in  Faribanlt  Co.,  Minn.,  till  he  came  to  La  Crosse  in  October,  1878. 

JORIf  A.  SAIjSBB,  proprietor  of  the  Ia  Orosse  Plora!  Qardens,  on  Sonth  Serenth  street, 
was  bom  in  Wurtemherc,  Germany,  in  IRiM  ;  son  of  John  G.  Salzer,  a  nurseryman  and  fruit-rai.«er ;  came 
to  America  in  1S46;  lived  four  years  in  Galena,  III.,  four  years  in  Iowa;  then  lived  six  years  in  Wis- 
consin— in  Rarabt)o,  West  Bend  and  Manitowoc  ;  then  three  years  in  Peru,  111.,  and  came  from  there 
to  La  Cr(».se  in  1863;  has  been  in  his  prej^ent  businejts  sinee  I  Htit;.  He  has  eight  greenhouses  and  about 
9,000  feet  under  gia^.  In  connection  with  his  <rarJen.  he  ha?*  an  apiary  of  about  eighty  stands  of  bees, 
and  produces  from  3,000  to  4.000  pounds  of  honey  per  annum. 

GGOBfi^B  SGHABPF,  merobaot  tailor  and  Citj  Treasurer,  was  bom  in  Wortembeig,  Ger- 
many, in  1836 ;  eame  to  the  United  States  in  1847;  lived  in  Baffido,  N.  Y.,  three  years ;  then  went  to 

Galena,  III.,  and  eame  from  there  to  La  Crosse  in  I'^r)^.  .^inee  which  time  he  has  been  ent,:!-''  '1  in  his 
present  business.  He  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  of  La  Crosse  in  1856,  and  served  three 
jean ;  was  slso  Sehool  District  Tressnrer  six  yearn,  and  has  held  tbe  olioe  of  Oity  Treasnrer  sinee  1861, 
•zccpt  two  years,  in  1866  and  1H67. 

IC^NATZ  SCHIERLi  was  bom  in  (Tenuany  in  July,  1842.  He  imiui<;ratcd  to  Anieriea  in 
Jane,  1867,  and  came  direct  to  La  Crosse,  wher>  rked  for  seven  yean  in  the  Eagle  Brewery.  He 
then  eonunenced  a  wholesale  liquor  basioem  for  biuuelf  on  Third  street;  was  msrried  in  Augnst,  1874,  to 
Miss  Dorethe  Runge,  and  has  one  child. 

PKTER  SC'HI^TdJKN,  I^aler  in  ice,  ww.d  and  hay.  corner  of  Third  and  Cas.s  sfr.vts,  is  a 
native  of  Luxemburg,  Germany,  born  in  1829;  eame  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  settled  in  La 
Crosse.  In  189S,  he  retnmed  to  Luxembarg  and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Loey  Kh^,  and  again  eame 
to  America  after  spendini:  ahotu  a  year  in  Europe  He  has  sin^v  that  resided  in  La  Crosse:  is  one  of  the 
present  Aldermen  of  the  Third  Ward,  and  was  (ine  year  Alderman  of  the  Seeond  Ward.  He  has  four 
childrcit  — .^la^v,  Susan,  l'liiloj)ena  and  Brotta. 

CHRIS.  F.  i>^€llARPi\  hardware  dealer,  was  bom  in  1836,  July  19,  at  Aichschieaa,  War- 
temberg,  Garmany,  where  he  attended  the  schools,  emigrating  to  America  in  1852,  and  locating  at  Ga- 
lena, HI.,  remaining  there  one  and  a  half  yearf,  learning  the  tailnr'.-*  trade,  and  then  removing  to  La  (Crosse. 
After  having  tboroaghly  learned  tbe  trade  of  a  tinsmith,  he  opened  a  hardware  store  with  George  Edwards 
in  1862.  ne  has  sinee  fbllowed  this  bomneas  at  this  place,  meeting  with  excellent  snoeess.  After  re- 
movinsr  to  La  OroHse,  he  was  foreman  a  number  of  years  tor  Tenncy.  Oatman  \  Co. 

HICIIAKL  ^K/lf  LAlinBSy  proprietor  of  the  City  Hotel,  waa  bom  io  the  city  of  Lukeni- 
burg,  Germany,  in  1845 ;  came  to  Ameriea  in  ISGis,  and  hits  reside*!  in  La  Crosse  since  that.  He  learned 
the  stone-cutter's  trade  in  the  old  eointry,  ami  worked  at  that  business  three  summers  in  L*  Crosse;  has 
been  in  the  City  Hotel  four  years,  and  wa.s  in  the  saloon  business  three  years  previous  to  that;  has  ac- 
commodation for  about  twenty  guests  and  Stabling  fbr  eleven  teams.  He  was  married  in  1874  to  Margaret 
Snggun,  and  has  two  children — Nicholas  and  Sn^nn 

DR.  FRBDINAIVD  MCH9III>T.  i  roi  r  .Horof  the  Raropean  Hotel,  corner  Third  and  Jay 
streets;  is  a  nativr  of  I'rus^ia,  horn  in  ISHl.  lie  -tuilied  veterinary  surjxery  in  Europe,  and  praciieed 
there  twelve  years,  and  has  since  practiced  three  years  in  La  Crosse;  came  to  America  iu  18G8.  and  has 
resided  in  La  Cmsse.  He  porehamd  the  Earopean  Hotel  in  September,  1876,  and  has  kept  it  since  Jan- 
nniy,  1S77;  can  aceommodate  seventy-five  to  eighty  •ruesta,  and  has  stable  room  for  sixty-four  horses. 
He  is  mnning  a  livery  stable  in  connection  with  the  hotel,  and  keeps  from  twelve  to  twenty  horses.  He 
kept  the  City  Hotel  three  yesrs  prerioos  to  parchaaing  his  present  place.  Has  a  wife  and  four  children^ 
Bmrtha,  Aogost,  Kootad  and  Gorgine.   He  traveled  over  •  good  shsre  of  Europe  before  eomiag  to  Amer. 
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ica  in  1868,  and  in  1878  Ntanied  aod  ipaat  om  tuBiMir  tli8N,nid  ■tteedad  tha  Pan  BipoddoD  dariag 

that  time. 

JACOB  SCROLL,  aaloon-keeper,  71  and  73  IfaiB  tireat;  kaa  been  ia  lua  preaaot  loeation 

since  1860.  He  owns  the  building,  a  two-story  brick,  21x55.  with  biiBemcnt,  which  he  erected  in  1868. 
He  alfw)  owns  the  adjuining  building,  a  two-story  brick,  22it;5,  with  ba.semt  nt,  erected  io  1875.  Mr. 
Scholl  was  born  in  Praaaia,  ia  1839;  aoo  of  Patwr  SoboU ;  cumc  u>  America  alone,  when  only  15  years  old; 
lived  in  Milwaukee  two  years,  in  Zaneaville  three  yeaia,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosie.  He  waa  fore- 
nan  of  the  Hook  and  Jjadder  Company  fourteen  years,  and  has  heen  Treasnrer  of  the  Catholic  Life  Inraf' 
•ace  Association  ever  since  its  organization,  in  1878. 

BUY.  JAKES  SCHWUBACH,  Paator  of  St.  Marj'a  Catholio  Chaioh,  La  Oroaei  via 
bora  in  Orand  Duohj  of  Laxemburg,  Germany,  Ang.  16, 1847 ;  bora  of  pioaa  Ooraiaa  pareats,  be  vaa 
early  educaUsd  in  the  principles  of  the  Catholic  Ohuri  h,  to  the  advanenment  of  which  he  afterward  devoted 
his  life.  While  yet  in  bis  teens,  he  finished  a  colle<;iate  course  of  study  in  Luxemburg,  where  he  mas- 
tered and  became  pvo6eieatia  both  the  Qcrman  and  French  languages.  He  emigrated  to  AmOTieaia 
1864,  just  as  the  oounfry  was  experiencing  the  most  trying  times  of  the  civil  war,  and  seeing  the  great 
necessity  of  Catholic  priests,  within  two  weeks  after  his  arrival  in  New  York,  June  11,  1864,  he  entered 
the  St.  Franoia  Seminary  at  Milwaukee.  Here  he  studied  philoaophy  and  theology  five  years.  Being  a 
joaag  naa  of  rare  intelligence  and  fine  nataral  oaalifioatioos,  be  graduated  from  ibia  aeat  of  laaraiag  at 
tbft  early  asee  of  21.  Too  young  to  be  ordaiaed,  ae  was  aeat  to  La  OroaM  ai  avb^eaeon,  to  perform  aaeb 
duties  as  this  ofiRcc  wnuM  allow.  One  yoar  prcviou.s  to  his  ordination  to  tlia  priesthood,  he  preached  re^;- 
ularly  in  three  ditVerent  languages — English.  German  and  French.  He  waa  oidaioed  on  the  feast  of  Cor- 
paa  ChriaU,  1870,  and  was  then  appointed  Paator  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  La  Crooae.  Besides  poaaeaaing  a 
fine  library,  he  is  well  read,  and  i.'<  an  lucnmpli.shed  French,  (t-  rtuan  and  English  .scholar.  The  kindly 
ft^ings  of  the  Catholics  of  this  city  ti  >r  the  tjuiet,  self-poese^ised  student  of  lilleeo  years  ago,  baa  since  ripeoed 
into  feeliagi  of  love  fur  the  Pastor  t  t  .  >  d  ly  ,  and  Katber  Schwebaoh  ia  benored  tad  reipeoled  bj  all  olasaw 
of  eitiaens,  no  matter  of  what  religiom^  belief. 

WILLIA31  MCUWAB,  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  comer  of  Second  and  King  streets; 
was  born  in  l*ru8.sia  in  1S4(>  Hi.s  father.  John  W.  Schwab,  came  to  the  United  Stales  in  1853.  and 
aettled  in  Maanchuaetta,  where  he  was  joined  by  hia  iamily  in  1858.  William,  Jr.,  oame  to  Wiacooain  io 
tbe  spring  of  1863,  aad  aettled  on  a  ftrm  ia  the  town  of  Shdby,  La  Croiae  Oo.  Hia  fiitber  easie  on  with 
the  balance  of  the  family  in  l^ti4;  ho  died  in  October.  1879.  William,  Jr  ,  remained  on  tin-  farm  till 
I>ecembcr,  1875,  then  came  to  the  city,  and  kept  hotel  on  Fifth  alreel  till  July,  1880,  then  came  to  his 
imaeat  loeation,  where  he  has  accommodations  for  thirty-five  boardera  $ni  atable  room  for  six  to  eight 
teama.  He  has  two  children — Katie  and  Peter.  His  wife's  maiden  name  Waa  Barbara  Deagel«  alao  a 
native  of  Prussia.    Mr.  Schwab  was  Supervisor  of  Shelby  one  year. 

lilEOBOE  W.  SCOTTf  boose,  sign  and  ornamental  painter,  decorator  and  paper<haagar ;  liae 
been  a  reaideat  of  La  Qroaae  ainoe  Auguat,  18>56.  He  waa  born  io  Aabtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  1640;  aoa  of 
Bilia  Soott,  a  native  of  Maaaaobaaetta,  who  died  ia  1869.  Mr.  Soott  eame  to  La  Oroaie  at  tb»  age  of  16 
years,  learned  his  trade  here,  and  has  followed  it  ia  Iia  Crosse  since,  except  wlun  in  thf  army  He 
enli-sted.  August,  1861,  in  the  1st  Wis.  Battery,  and  was  in  the  service  till  November,  1864,  and  partici- 
pated in  every  battle  in  which  the  battery  was  engaged  during  that  time.  He  was  married  to  Olive  L. 
Crosby,  daughter  of  Alonzo  K.  Crosby,  in  Rlandford,  Hampdoa  Oo.,  Maaa.|  JaaOi  1865;  haa  had  three 
children — Nellie  E.  (deceased),  Emma  L.  and  Gertie  0. 

JACOB  SJRKM,  stone-mason  ;  has  been  a  reaident  of  La  Crosse  since  June,  1858 ;  he  was  bora 
in  Baden,  Germany,  iti  1 8:22.  Hia  father,  Joba  Seaa,  eame  to  tbe  Uoited  Statea  with  bia  fiuaiiy  ia  1847  i. 
aettled  in  Phi1adei{>hia.  and  reaided  Am  tni  bin  death,  in  1878.  at  the  age  of  80.  Mr.  Seee  was  auvried 
in  Philadelphia  in  1850,  to  Sophia  Murtin,  and  has  six  rhildren — Jacob,  Fatima,  Sophia.  Emiua.  Helen 
and  Lucy.  He  reaided  in  Philadelphia  till  he  came  to  La  Crosae  in  1858 ;  in  addition  to  his  other  biui- 
aeaa,  Mr.  Seea  ia  keeping  a  boarding-boose  on  State  atreet,  between  Second  and  Third. 

CHARLKH  SRGKLKE,  of  the  manufacturing  firm  of  S^elkc,  Kohlhaus  .i^:  Cu  .  wa.*  bom 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  in  IS.'itt,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851  ;  he  lived  in  Watcrt<jwu,  Wis.,  five 
years,  and  has  refi  ll  1  in  La  Crosse  since  ScpteaAeTt  1856 ;  be  worked  one  year  fur  wages  aAer  coming  to 
La  Crosse  ;  then  bought  a  amall  ahop,  and  oomaieaoed  basinoss  for  himself,  which  he  has  cootinned  with 
aoccess  up  to  the  preaeat  time.  He  waa  married  in  1862,  in  Jefierson,  Wis.,  to  Mias  Augusta  Schnasse. 
of  WatcriowD.  and  haa  three  children — Ernestine.  I.^)uis:i  and  Dora.  His  father,  I.  K.  D.  Segelke.  came 
to  the  United  Sutea  ia  1870 :  aettled  in  La  Croaae,  and  died  in  November,  1876,  »ged  84  yeara ;  hia  mother 
iaallU  living. 
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J«  liBHSCA  A  BBO«f  dealers  in  crockeiyuid  glaMware ;  have  been  in  busiaest^  in  La  Croase 
■iMft  Junaiy,  1871 ;  in  acWtkm  to  theb  prewDt  boiniiew  thay  dealt  in  grooeries  op  to  Ft-bruary,  1880, 
when  they  sold  out  that  bnnoh  of  their  businea*.  The  firm  consists  of  Joseph  and  Wen»el  Semsch,  both 
born  in  /Lostria,  and  both  an  unmarried  ;  Joseph  came  to  the  United  States  in  May,  1867,  and  was  fol- 
lowed the  Iblknriag  Jnae  by  Us  ftther,  JoMph,  Sr.,  and  tha  bahnoa  of  bis  Aanily,  hiafttheria  atill  Uving 
in  La  Croaae. 

HABK  L.  ^iE  YHOUB,  engineer  at  the  City  Mill ;  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Fond  da  Lao»  Wis., 
in  1858.  His  father,  Prank  Seymour,  a  luuive  of  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Fond  da  Lao  b  1844  {  h« 
remained  there  fill  1868,  then  went  to  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  and  ran  on  the  lakes  three  years  as  an  engiaaor; 
then  returned  to  Fond  du  Lao,  and  came  from  there  to  Ia  Crosse  in  the  spring  of  1875  ;  while  in  Fond  da 
Lae,  he  mn  iJia  nill  of  Moore,  Galloway  &  Baker,  and  after  coming  to  La  Crosse  had  charge  of  C.  L.  Cola* 
man's  mill  one  year,  and  after  that  worked  at  millwright  work  most  of  the  time  till  hia  death,  which  oo> 
curred  in  April,  1880,  leaving  three  children— Ralph  (now  an  engineer  in  Watettown,  Mmo.),  Hark  L. 
and  May  in  I^a  Crosse.  Mrs.  Seymour  is  still  living  in  La  Crosse  with  her  son  Mark,  who  is  unmarried  ; 
her  maiden  name  was  Oipha  Tompkins,  daughter  of  Col.  Isaac  Tompkins,  one  of  the  old  settlers  and  promi* 
aent  buahieas  men  of  Fond  dn  Lae,  Wis.  Horaee  Seymour,  who  built  and  owned  the  old  Seymour  Orist- 
mttl  of  Fond  du  Lac,  was  i:randfather  of  M  irk  T; 

GUiBEKT  SHEP ABD,  B.  ia  a  native  of  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.;  bom  in  1838.  Hia 
father,  Tnunan  Shepard,  came  to  Wiaeoaiin  in  1846,  and  settled  in  Roek  Oo.,  where  he  ia  atill  Kvin|;  at 
the  age  of  80.    Gilbert  Shepard  entered  Beloit  College  in  1861,  and  in  December,  enlisted  in  the 

let  W.  V.  C,  Co.  M  i  be  remained  with  hia  company  about  six  months,  and  was  then  detailed  us  clerk  in 
liM  olBoe  of  ihe  Inapeetor  Qeneral,  where  he  remained  till  July,  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Beloit  College 
and  frraduated. in  186(5;  hectme  to  La  Crosse  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Ober  and  graduiited  from 
Uahuemaon  Medical  Collie  of  Chicago  in  1870  ;  he  immediately  commenc<Kl  practice  in  the  village  of 
Tranpealeau,  Wis.,  and  came  from  there  to  LaCroase  in  1872,  where  he  has  practiced  since  that  time.  He 
was  marrit  d  in  18G9  to  Miss  EUes  £S.  CoTOan,  of  Trempealaaa ;  baa  three  ebildren — Geoige  Hogb,  Kittie 
Louis*'  atid  Carra  Belle. 

SHIIIHIN,  Jr.,  pro])rietor  of  the  Oak  Gruvo  Steam  Marble-Works  ;  has  been  a 
resident  of  La  Crosje  since  Sept.  9,  1854  ;  he  was  bom  in  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1830;  son  of  John  Shim- 
min,  who  died  in  1871.  Mr.  Sbimniin  came  to  the  United  Slates  in  Au<:usi,  1854,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse 
the  next  September;  he  was  in  the  butchering  business  about  nine  yc-ars ;  then  went  to  quarrying  and 
dressing  stone  for  building  purposes,  wbiob  he  oontinaed  till  1878 ;  in  i876|  he  started  hia  present  shop 
in  company  with  R.  T.  Wilson  and  Ruel  Weston ;  in  1877,  Mr.  WilMm  sold  oat  to  hia  partners ;  in  1878, 
Mr.  Sbimmin  sold  to  Mr.  Weston  his  interest  in  the  quarry,  and  in  May  1870,  purchased  Mr.  Weston's 
interait  in  the  ahop,  which  he  haa  since  carried  on  alone.  Mr.  Sbimmin  was  married  Deo.  20,  1857,  in 
La  Croaae,  to  Hisa  Ann  Dlly,  daughter  of  John  I^Ily,  of  Birlceohead,  England ;  haTo  had  three  children, 
only  one  of  them  now  living — John  and  Kalio  i  dccoutied),  and  Elizabeth  Lilly  at  home. 

JAGOB  SmOOKf  proprietor  of  the  Revere  House  i  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  near  the 
Rhine  in  1828 ;  son  of  Jacob  Bhoolc,  who  came  to  Ameiiea  in  1881,  and  aetded  in  Sandusky  City,  Ohio, 
and  died  there  in  April,  ISSil  Jat-cib  Shuok,  .Ir,  wa.^  married,  in  184*?, in  Sandusky  City,  to  Mi.ss  Mary  I*azer. 
He  came  to  Wisoonaiu  in  the  spring  of  1864,  lived  one  month  in  La  Crosse  then  went  to  Houston  Co., 
Minn.,  where  he  resided  live  years;  then  in  Fillmore  Co.  two  years ;  then  came  bask  to  Houston  Co.  and 
lived  in  llokah  till  May  '^4,  1880,  since  which  time  he  hns  been  in  the  R'!vere  Hou-^e,  where  he  has 
accommodations  fur  seventy  five  gue.sts  and  stabling  fur  sixteen  horses;  has  been  in  the  hotel  and  livery 
hosincfln  since  1864.  Has  had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living — Lena,  Bliaabath,  Adam,  Bmnui 
and  Jacob  ;  Mary  and  Libbie  deceased. 

CHABLES  B.  SOLBEBG.  lo  and  near  La  Crosse  are  a  very  lar>;e  number  of  Norwe- 
gians,  and  they  are  among  the  most  indaBlriona  aad  tbiifty  olass  of  people.  This  ia  tme  whether  they 
be  farmers,  mechanics,  professional  men  or  merohMila.  Among  the  last  class  of  business  men  in  the  eity 
of  La  Crus.sc,  the  two  most  successful  are  Norwegiana,  and  one  of  them  is  the  subject  of  this  sketoh.  A 
native  of  LillehMDaMTi  was  born  Aug.  20,  1835.  His  parents  were  Die  N.  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Sol- 
berg.  His  father  was  a  merchant  in  bis  yoai^er  days,  bat,  on  immigrating  to  this  ooaotry  with  bis  fam- 
ily in  1853,  purchased  land  near  La  Crosse  and  opened  a  farm;  which  he  atill  ealtivatea.  Both  he  and 
hia  wife  are  living,  and  are  hale,  indu.-^trious.  well-to-do  people.  On  reachin.;  La  Crosse,  Charles  accepted 
a  clerkship  from  John  M.  Levy  at  a  salary  of  ^8  per  month  ;  be  was  ailerward  employed  by  the  follow* 
ing  firms,  suooeeding  each  other  in  the  anae  hoaw  and  boMBeaa ;  R.  R.  Smith  &  Co.,  DeaoingA  Fmaday 
John  B.  Crookaton,  F.  M.  Rnblee  A  Co.  and  IMek  Sewdll.  In  1861,  Mr.  Solbei|;  rented  n  atore,  and 
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witti  sboQt  $2,000  capital,  opened  *  grocery  trade,  %  basioeas  wbich  h«  hta  since  followed  whli  marked 

siu  t'i  >.s.  Tn  ISf')!,  he  stiirtcil  a  branch  house  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  which  he  sold  to  his  hrothers  in  1866. 
Uo  who,  tweaty  years  ago,  began  business  for  himaelf  ia  a  two^tory  store,  20xB0  feet,  now  has  a  store 
three  stories  above  the  buement,  averaging  50x1  ftO,  and  uiaaUj  oontaining  from  $40,000  to  $60,000 
worth  of  raerch!indi'<(>.  Thi^  jrrowth  in  business  is  purely  the  result  of  close  attention  and  carr,  and  pru- 
dence and  huti  -styio  all  its  details.  There  is  not  a  more  thorough  business  man  iu  La  Crogse  In  politics, 
Mr.  Siilhcr:;  is  an  aideafc  BepobUoan.  He  discharges  his  dot;  faithfully  a.o  a  citizen,  but  doe^*  not  covet 
office.  He  has.  however,  held  sotgas  useful  pieidons  in  the  manicipslity  of  La  Crosse ;  has  bsea  on  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee  and  wjs  a  Presidential  RIector  in  1876.  He,  however,  albws  neither 
politics  nor  anythins;  else  to  interfere  with  his  business.  On  the  21st  of  Decemh^r.  18r)l,  he  w*.s  nuu''- 
riod  to  Miss  Alice  Johnson,  of  La  Crosse;  ihaj  have  had  six  children,  five  of  wliom  are  still  living. 

H.  F.  SniLBT,  Mayor;  is  a  native  of  Skowhegan,  Me.,  born  in  1840;  when  4  years  of  a^e. 
his  parents  removed  to  Penobscot  Co.,  Me.,  near  Ban<rr>r.  wliere  tie  ^rew  up  to  manhood  ;  in  ISfi.*),  he 
returned  to  Skowliej;an  and  came  from  thereto  Wisconsin  in  IStif);  he  resided  in  Onalaska  till  April.  1873. 
ainoe  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse.  .Most  of  the  time  since  comini:  to  this  city  he  has 
b<}en  employed  as  book-keeper  for  his  brother-in-law.  U.  M.  Mooer,  lumberman.  In  September,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  the  6th  Mass.  V.  I.,  Co.  K,  and  wiis  in  the  servica  nine  m  mths.  He  was  elected  Hayor 
in  18H(f. 

U.  B.  SUITHL  insurance,  real  estate  and  loan  tgent,  No.  37  Main  street;  is  a  native  of  Mereer 
Co.,  Penn.,  bom  in  183b;  came  to  La  Ckmm  in  1871,  and  fbliowed  thd  bnstness  in  wbieb  he  is  now 

en<:aj:ed  till  187-1,  then  went  into  the  milling  bvsines.^  in  company  with  John  K.  Davis,  whieh  ho  a^n- 
tinued  till  1876  ;  bo  was  then  out  of  busineH  one  year,  and,  in  1877,  bought  out  the  insurance  business 
of  Walter  Brown,  and  added  real  eetato  and  loaning;  has  ainee  that  time  conducted  business  alone.  Mr. 
Smith  spent  ten  years  previous  to  his  eomini;  to  La  Orossi-  in  the  copper  re^rions  of  Ijake  Supe  rior. 

JOHN  ^iJIITH,  proprietor  of  the  Mi-k-iinsippi  House,  was  born  in  Sweden  in  IH'.ii.  and  was  a 
son  of  Johannes  Smith ;  eame  to  the  Tnited  States  in  1859.  lie  was  a  sailor,  and  sailed  from  New  York 
Citj  one  and  a  half  yean  in  the  coast  trade ;  then  went  to  Mobile,  AU.,  and  stayed  till  1861.  He  was 
then  in  the  army  till  the  close  of  the  war,  and  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1866.  He  commenoed  boilding  the 
Mi^-  --Ijipi  House  in  tho  fall  of  IS74;  has  aeeommndation  for  about  forty  boarders  aU'l  stahlintr  for 
eighteen  to  twenty  horse).  He  was  married  in  La  Crusse,  in  1872,  to  Mrs.  Paulina  Johnson,  widow  of 
Andrew  Johnson.  She  had  two  children  by  the  firtrt  hn«band — ^Oaear  and  Albert — and  two  by  the  prenent 
hnaband — Ida  and  Jaseph  Kmil. 

FORREST  J.  ^tniTll,  lumber  dealer,  was  horn  in  l.<a  Crosse  County,  four  miles  ea«t  of  the 
city  of  La  Crosse,  Jan.  22,  18.')3;  is  the  son  of  O.  H.  Smith,  general  clerk  and  book-keeper  In  the  office 
of  David  Law's  freight  and  omnibus  lino.  He  livt  <l  with  his  parents,  attending  the  common  and  pablie 
schools  until  1870,  when  he  became  rntrapeii  in  the  lumber  business,  following  it  at  the  present  time. 

CHARLES  SniTH,  Clerk  ..f  the  Circuit  Court  of  La  Crosse  County,  was  bom  in  Soem- 
merda,  kingdom  of  Prussia,  May  20,  1840;  received  a oommon^ehool  edneation  in  that  country;  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  located  in  Sank  City,  Sank  Go.,  where  his  fhtber  en- 
fjaced  in  ikrming.  In  18.57,  he  went  to  Island  So.  ^2.  in  Miasiarippi  wh  re  he  W(trked  a.s  a  wood-chopper 
until  the  spring  of  1858,  when  he  went  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  from  wbich  place  be  ran  on  the  river  until 
the  fall  of  that  year,  when  he  moved  to  Bangor,  La  Croeso  Co..  his  parents  having  moved  there  in  1860. 
He  Worked  on  the  flirm  with  them  until  Feb.  7,  IStil,  when  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  llMh  W. 
V.  1.,  and  was  appointed  Corporal  in  Auirust.  After  two  yesirs'  service,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  regi- 
ment for  three  years  more;  was  tiken  pristmer  Oct.  27,  1864,  at  Fair  Oaks,  together  witb  about  sixty -five 
others,  who  were  diber  eaptnred,  killed  or  wounded,  leaving  only  about  170  in  the  recinent.  He  was 
kept  in  prbon  at  Ttiohmond  about  three  weeks,  and  was  then  taken  to  Satisbnry,  N.  C,  where  he  was  kept 
until  Ti  h  21,  ISC'),  and  then  released  ;  w;is  sonn  afterward  taken  sick  and  conveyed  to  the  Navy  Sdi'-d 
Hospital,  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  thence  to  Jarvis  Hospital,  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  there  discharged,  Aug. 
29,  1865,  his  regiment  luving  been  discharged  abont  two  months  previone.  Be  then  eame  baek  lo  La 
Crosse,  and  his  father  in  the  meantime  huvins;  died,  he  took  ehar^jo  of  his  farm  ;  was  married  Dec.  24. 
IHG.*).  In  the  sprinir  of  186G,  he  gave  up  farming  on  account  of  a  swelling  on  his  leg.  which  disabled 
him.  and  bought  a  hotel  at  Bangor,  La  Crosse  ('o.  He  8ubse<|ucntly  sold  this,  and  was  unable  to  do  any 
business  of  any  kind  for  several  years.  In  1874,  he  went  to  Indianapolis  with  the  intention  of  having  his 
leg  amputated,  but  this  he  found  not  necessary.  Upon  comiot;  again  to  Bangor,  he  was  appointed  Dcpnty 
Postmaster.  In  the  fall  of  1875,  be  was  elected  to  the  offioe  of  Olerk  of  tbn  OiieuH  Oovct,  holding  that 
office  at  the  present  time. 
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ORLANDO  H.  ^IHITfl,  City  Clerk,  waa  born  in  Voluntowo,  WiDdham  Co.,  Conn.,  Jaa. 
■31,  1821  ;  waN  the  second  youn^t  of  seven  brothen.    He  attended  a  district  school  from  the  time  he 

was  5  until  he  was  16  years  of  ag;e,  from  three  to  four  months  each  year,  durinp  tlio  winter,  and  usually 
bad  to  walk  about  one  and  a  half  miles  to  tichuul.  His  father,  John  C.  Smith,  watt  a  farmer,  and  also  had 
a  store,  and  with  him  he  worked  during  the  summers,  part  of  the  time  on  the  farm  and  the  remainder  of 
the  time  in  the  store,  until  he  was  22  years  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  weaver's  trade  and  worked  in  a 
cotton  factory  as  head  weaver  for  four  or  five  yeans.  He  was  married,  Oct.  10,  1847,  to  Harriet  T.  Kin- 
ney. After  this,  he  kept  a  factory  store  and  worked  in  the  factory  occaMotially  until  March.  1857.  In 
1856,  ha  was  eleoted  a  membw  of  the  Connecticut  State  Legislature  from  his  native  town.  Came  to  La 
Crowe  in  May,  1857,  bat  soon  returned  again  to  his  homo  in  Connecticut.  In  December  of  the  same 
year,  he  again  came  to  La.  Crossf,  this  time  bringing  his  family  with  him.  From  18r»S  to  ISit!!.  hr  kept 
»  bourding-hooae  and  hotel  in  La  Crosse.  In  the  spring  of  1861.  he  waa  elected  City  Clerk,  which 
office  he  retained  untfl  April,  1862.  In  Noreraber,  1861,  he  was  eleoted  as  Clerk  of  the  Oironit  Court, 
and  held  that  office  until  Jan.  1,  IStU.  In  IS*;'),  he  was  clerk  in  an  iia-tion  store,  and  from  January, 
1866,  to  November,  1869,  was  head  salesman  and  book-keeper  for  W.  H.  Leeman  &  Co.,  whnleaale 
{{rooen.  Prom  this  tine  vntll  January,  1877,  he  was  in  the  (grocery  business,  part  of  the  time  with  H. 
C.  Heath  and  the  rtnnainder  of  the  time  alone.  Tn  April,  1874,  he  wa.«  clcctiMl  Alflcnnan  of  the  Fourth 
Ward,  and  held  that  offieo  until  April,  1877,  when  he  was  eleoted  as  City  Clerk,  which  office  he  still 
retains. 

BEV.  JAUKS^  UKWIIW  ^^niTH,  !:'>n  of  u  farmer,  merchant  and  mill-owner,  located  on  the 
Cool  Spring,  in  Mercer  Co.,  in  Penni^ylvania ;  waa  burn  thf  3l3t  of  March,  1827  :  the  descendant  of  Pres- 
byterian parentage,  and  as  the  church  where  they  worshiped  was  built  upon  his  father's  farm,  itie  not  strange 
that  he  early  loved  its  doctrines  ami  it.s  urJiiiHtiCf.x  ;  his  education  was  begun  in  his  home  and  carried  forward 
in  the  country  schools,  which  he  alt<.>uded  in  winters;  at  the  age  of  15,  he  determined  to  procure  a  liberal 
ednonCion  wholly  by  his  own  efforts,  and,  Dec.  12,  1842,  entered  Mereer  Aendemy,  then  managed  by  an 
enthosiaBtie  educator,  Samuel  Griffiths,  Eb(\.\  his  first  term  as  a  teacher  was  five  months  in  West  Green- 
ville, Penn.,  during  the  winter  of  1844-45,  after  which,  he  returned  again  to  the  academy.  In  the  fall  of 
1845,  he  left  the  academy  and  went  to  the  South,  at  that  period  the  Inviting  field  for  teachers ;  there  he 
i|Mnt  three  jem  and  a  half  in  Tenneasee,  the  first  in  a  school  orgauiied  in  WilliMUon  Co.;  the  eeoond  as 
tator  hi  Jaoteon  Oollege,  Columbia ;  the  hit  year  and  a  half  at  the  head  of  Ctatnl  Aeadetny,  in  Ruther- 
ford Co.;  in  thej*e  engagements,  he  was  sncce.Hsful,  acquiring  ample  means  for  the  completing  of  his  course 
of  education,  and  a  baianae  for  the  purchase  of  a  home  after  it  was  finished.  Beturning  to  Pennsylvania, 
he  entered  Jelfoiaott  Oollei^,  and,  in  1851,  graduated  with  honors  in  a  olaae  of  54 ;  he  pasud  direetly  to 
the  Western  Theological  Seminary  at  Alieiiheny,  IVnn.,  and  wa.s  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Erie  Presbytery 
Sept.  8,  1853,  and  ordained  by  the  same  Presbytery  in  August,  1854.  Losing  health  by  prolonged  studies 
and  teaching,  and  throttgih  an  attaolc  of  typhoid  (brer  daring  coU^  ooune,  he  want  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
to  recuperate  on  the  wild,  health-reviving  shores  of  Lake  Sujx  rior;  the  region  wiu'i  but  .-sparsely  settled  then 
at  any  point,  hut  the  mines  of  copper  were  being  pushed  with  great  vigor;  busied  with  studies  and  with 
healtn-giving  occupations,  he  resisted  all  solieitatione  to  embark  in  the  speevlative  enterprises  so  rife  at  that 
date,  and  resolved  still  on  hi^  oriijinal  pur[io«cof  preaching  the  Go,s[iel  so  soon  a.s  health  should  be  re-estab- 
lished :  with  this  view,  however,  lie  aecept<.'d  an  appointment  as  clerk  of  tlie  Copper  Falls  and  Summit  Mines 
at  a  liberal  salary,  determined  to  maintain  himself  by  the  salary,  and  to  preach  to  the  aurroundinu'  villages 
and  rain<!8  on  the  Sabbath,  as  he  had  ascertainc<l.  in  a  .snow-shoe  tour  of  oxplomtiDn  rotind  the  lake,  there 
Was  at  the  time  only  a  single  ordained  Protestant  minister  engaged  among  the  whites  fur  the  whole  region; 
his  project  he  laid  before  the  Rev.  W.  H,  Haeleton,  a  Baptist  clergyman  from  New  Hampshire,  lilte  him- 
self in  quest  of  health.  "  No  !  "  said  this  friend.  "  If  you  will  preach,  I  will  find  the  money  for  your  aup- 
part"  Thus  they  were  to  set  out  upon  the  planting  of  churches  together;  the  position  was  resigned  with 
its  income  ;  and  when  returning  to  the  lake  after  licensure,  Mr,  Sm[th  found  fields  of  far  greater  promise 
higher  up  the  shore  of  the  lake  in  the  Ontonagon  distriot,  the  arrangement  for  co-operative  labors  between 
the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  were  not  carried  out  in  that  form  :  located  at  Ontonagon,  the  entrepot  for  the 
largest  pr<)du<'tion  and  iin|niit-i  nn  Lake  Superior  at  the  time,  a  house  nf  worship  was  built  in  1  ^54,  mainly 
by  means  collected  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  a  church  oreanized  in  that  town ;  from  the  first,  bis  labors  were  ex- 
tended to  all  the  aettmnents  in  the  interior ;  his  habit  was  to  walk  long  distaneea  and  preaeh  thrioe  on  eaoh 
Sahbat!)  ;  in  due  time  ohurehc-s  were  erin-;'i!iile  I  in  his  charge  at  Maple  Orove  and  at  Rickland.  and  his 
habit  fur  years  was  to  ride  twenty-five  miles  every  Sabbuth  and  deliver  three  sermons  to  his  people.  This 
charge,  he  resigned  in  June,  1865,  to  accept  the  appMntnent  of  hb  Synoi  of  St.  Pbnl  to  travene  the  tor. 
titory  pf  the  Sjnod,  and  gather  and  ocgaaiie  ehatohes,  and  proeare  for  them  miniaten ;  paasing  the  ram. 
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.  ner  at  this  work,  the  beat  and  journeys  proved  excessire  in  nbsenoe  of  all  nulwaj  fiudlitiea  then,  and  be 
relinqawhed  the  work,  preaching  for  the  winter  in  tiie  Andrew  Cliurch.  St.  Anthony  .  in  this  capacity,  how- 
OTcr,  he  viatted  La  Crone,  Wis.,  embraced  io  the  territoir  of  that  Synod ;  dooidtog  that  thia  ciu  had  (siaiaa 
apon  the  PreebjfteriaiM,  and  prospects  to  warrant  the  foaoding  of  a  dinroh,  he  ranored  hither  with  Ui 
family  from  St.  Paul,  arriving  May  2,  IStlf^  ;  he  at  once  began  labor.s  ainong>t  ;i  y>eople  entirely  unknown 
to  him  aad  to  each  other  as  Preabyteriaoa ;  and,  ia  Aaguat  of  that  year,  organised  the  first  church  of  this 
oity,  of  wIMt  he  remained  Vaafeor  till  June,  1880 ;  frmn  its  nembcmhip  was  eoMtitated  abo  die  flhnreb 
of  North  La  Cros.-4e,  called  the  N'urth  Cliurcb  of  La  Crosse  mnce  the  consolidation  of  that  village  with  the 

.  oity  ;  of  thia,  he  retained  the  charge  jointly  with  the  first  church  till  September,  1876.  In  April,  1881, 
he  removed  to  GhdesTille,  to  have  ohar|[|e  of  the  Presbyterian  Ohuroii,  andl  a  ahare  in  the  managii— it  of 
the  University  at  that  plac<?. 

WII^IjIASI  H.  smith,  proprietor  of  Smith  &  Merrill's  foundry  ;  was  bom  in  Stafford, 
Tolbnd  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  5,  1824;  moved  with  his  parents  to  Syracuse,  N.  V.,  iu  1830 ;  here  he  spent  hit 
boyhood  days  attending  the  common  schools  and  the  academy  at  Onondaga.  In  184.*?.  he  remove"!  t<i  Wi*- 
consin,  locating  at  Kenosha,  where  ho  worked  in  the  foundry  business  for  Benedict  in  Francis;  in  1845, 
he  removed  to  Racine  and  worked  in  a  foundry  i'nr  Wilson  Burgess,  making  the  first  cj.«ung  that  wis 
ever  made  in  Radne  ;  he  then  removed  to  Milwaukee  and  worked  there  io  a  foundry  for  A.  J.  Langwoithy. 
In  1848,  he  removed  again  ;  this  time  to  Waukesha,  where  he  again  worked  in  a  foundry,  remainiog  lun 
about  four  years ;  in  1852,  he  went  to  Portage  and  went  into  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Blair  in  the  ioaoihy 
boBtneBS,  ander  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Blair ;  he  ramainea  here  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  La 
CriMM  and  entered  as  a  partner  into  his  preaent  hnnnam,  «f  whinh  lie  has  rinee  acqtrired  the  aole  proprie- 
tonhip. 

FKANK  SPfiCUT,  dealer  in  groceries  and  proTNioiH,  corner  of  Ninth  and  Mariiet  streets; 
haa  been  a  rendent  of  La  Crosse  ainee  Sept.  15, 1862 ;  he  waa  a  hameaamiaker  by  trade  and  woAad  at 

that  busines-s  in  La  Crosse  till  the  winter  of  1866,  when  he  lost  the  u-^r-  of  his  left  hand,  and  went  into  the 
saloon  business,  in  which  he  continued  till  1880.  In  March,  188U,  be  oommenoed  building  bis  pceteai 
aiore,  and  conmenoed  boaineea  the  next  June.    He  was  bom  in  Baden,  Qemmiiy.  la  1843,  and  esms  t» 

America  with  his  father,  Jacob  Specht.  in  1^54  ;  they  lived  in  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  till  1R58 ;  then  amt 
to  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  died  in  Columbia  Co.,  in  1870.  Mr.  Specht  wa.s  married  in  La  Croaae  in  1870. 
to  Theresa  Hesoheld,  a  native  of  Qermany,  and  has  three  children — Frank,  Willie  and  Lonts. 

FRANK  STAl^GIi,  cooper,  l)etwcen  Tenth  and  Kleventh  on  State  street;  was  born  in  .\as- 
tria,  182t>;  son  of  Adam  Staugl.  He  was  married  in  txermany,  in  1854,  to  Mis8  Anna  Vartar.  Came  to 
the  United  States  in  l!-i72,  and  has  reside^I  in  La  Cro!4.«c  since,  and  has  been  in  bnainees  since  1873.  Hal 
six  children — (reorge,  John,  JcjBCph,  Frank,  Charles  and  Henry — oil  at  home  except  George,  who  i»  mar- 
ried and  lives  iu  La  Crosse.  He  carried  on  business  in  Ucrmuny  from  1854  till  he  came  to  the  United 
States. 

ARTHUR  O.  STEVENS,  machinist,  with  C,  M.  tV:  St.  P.  K.  R.;  was  l>orn  in  Coanefldcat, 
in  January,  1845.  Came  to  Wisconsin  in  1856,  with  bis  parents;  located  at  La  Cro8.se.  Leaned  bit 
trade  at  the  shops  of  Dean,  Smith  &  Co.,  commencing  in  1860;  served  with  this  company  ne.irly  three 
years.  He  eniiated,  in  February,  1864,  in  Co.  D,  Hth  W.  V.  I.,  and  aerred  till  the  dose  of  the  var; 
participated  in  Sherman'a  marsh  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  On  hia  return  from  the  war,  he  engigMl 
with  Durant,  Van  .\rsdale  &  Co.,  of  Kenosha  ,  after  a  few  months'  service  in  these  sbop-i,  hi  wen?  t 
Kockford,  III.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  F.  H-.  Manny  Reaper  Company;  spent  three  seasooiui 
these  works,  then  returned  to  La  Craaae,  and  engaged  with  0.  0.  k  B.  Q.  ^aitn,  bridge  hvUden  and  pa- 
eral  enntraetors ;  continu  d  with  this  firm  nine  years,  and  then  went  to  Stillwater;  Minn.,  and  work'"! 
nearly  a  ye«r  in  the  threshiug-machine  works  of  Seymour  &  Co.;  came  to  Milwaukee  in  1871*.  »aii 
engnRed  with  E.  P.  Allis  &  Co.,  iron  manufacturers ;  served  in  these  shops  till  1 880.  In  September  of 
that  year,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  B.,  at  the  Weat  MUwnakee  shopa.  Bemkaal 
No.  HX.')  Hrecnbush  street. 

J4>llX  STEPHENSOM.  proprietor  of  the  Tremont  House,  corner  I'carl  and  Second  8tre«; 
wa.s  born  in  Norway,  in  1848;  came  to  .\merica  in  1867,  and  has  bc<^n  in  La  Crosse  Co.  since.  lathe 
summer  of  1868,  he  built  the  Scandinavian  House  iu  La  Cros.se,  and  kept  it  about  a  year,  then  sokloat. 
and  went  into  the  commission  business  for  a  time.  He  then  put  up  three  dwelling  houses  in  the  eity.UKi 
aoon  after  exchanged  them  for  a  farm  of  120  acres  in  Ooalaaka,  La  Croese  Co.,  and  followed  farmiaf;  ijli 
March  18,  1880,  and  since  that  has  been  in  his  present  businesa.  He  was  married  in  St.  Crotz  Falh,  is 
1888,  to  Anna  Ulrikkc,  and  has  five  children — Hcrntinc,  Heniy  T.,  Wilbelmina,  Axel,  Joban  and  Loise 
Charlotte.   He.  has  acoommodationa  for  200  gneata,  and  atahling  for  forty  teama.   Teima,  $1^0  per  daj 
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CHARLES  A.  MTKWABT,  engineer  on  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.;  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  company  since  1873,  and  has  bad  an  engine  since  1878.  He  waa  born  in  Portland,  M*., 
in  December,  1850;  soo  of  William  Stewart,  who  died  in  New  Bmnswiok  ia  1860.  Charies  A.  came  to 
WisconsiD  in  the  fall  of  1865,  aod  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  ever  since.  He  was  married,  in  July.  1875, 
to  Clara  M.  Park;*,  of  Jurii-au  Vn  ,  Wis.;  has  no  children. 

Jm  (STimSKJlANj  wbolraale  and  retail  ^ooer,  has  been  io  business  in  La  OriMse  since  1876. 
He  was  bom  in  Roebester,  N.  T.,  in  1854;  wm  of  Jacob  Sthneman,  now  of  Winona,  Minn.  Mr.  8dr- 
neman  resided  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Winona,  Minn  ,  u  fnw  months  previous  to  coming  to  La  Crosse  in 
1876.  He  was  marricl,  in  1H7H,  to  Mi.>w  Lizzie,  linuuhtcr  of  .John  I'raniclc.  onv  of  the  oldest  business 
■en  in  La  Crosse.    Mr.  und  Mrs.  S.  have  two  childrt  n— Georgiana  and  Earl. 

€llARrF.!<>  I..  ^TOnOARD,  M.  D.,  vm  born  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  May  IL',  1836,  of 
Scotch  jun-niH  StiidiL'd  moditine  in  Philadelphia  under  W.  H.  Hazzanl.  M.  D.,  and  B.  H.  Rand,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  ('lic'ini.stry  in  Pennsylvania  College.  Cummedcin^'  in  1 850,  he  attended  lectures  in  the 
medical  department  of  PenntylTania  College  to  March,  186U,  when  he  received  his  degjne  of  M.  D.'  Dar^ 
ing  this  time  was  to  attendant  in  Tarions  hospitals,  and  resident  for  nearly  two  years  in  Philadelphia  Hok- 

pital.  During  the  winter  of  1850  and  It^fill,  w;is  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy.  He  studttM]  with  u  view  of 
entering  the  naval  service  as  surgeon,  but  his  health  being  injured  by  aaidduous  application  would  not  war- 
%  rant  at  tbe  time  bis  offering  bimself  an  candidate  for  adn&sion,  as  vigorous  physical  health  is  conaideKd  of 
first  importance  in  a  candidato.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  November.  18r>().  and  immcdiutcly  engaged  in 
an  extensive  practice  in  Eiisi  Troy,  Walworth  Co.  In  1872,  he  removed  to  Whitewater,  Wis.,  where  he 
also  bad  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  in  a  very  short  period.  In  1877,  seeing  the  prospects  of 
growth  and  future  prosperity  of  La  Crosse,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  many  ftiends  was  indaoed  to 
engage  in  practice  in  this  city,  where  he  immediately  became  fully  ueeupied  in  tbe  praetioe  of  his  profes- 
sum.  He  i.s  a  very  active  member  and  writer  for  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  has  also  been.sint  e  ]9,^i'A, 
a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  representing  the  State  Medical  Society  in  that  organiu- 
doB  00  dtifemit  ooooaiiooa. 

WILLIAM  H.  STO<SI>IIiI.,  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law;  wa.«  bom  in  Wrvfrli, -sier 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  18Ut,  ami  resided  there  until  in  lii.s  15th  year,  when  he  went  with  his  ^larellt^^  to  New  York 
City  to  reside.  He  purt^uod  his  academic  course  of  siu  lit  -  in  the  aeidemy  at  Sing  .Sing  under  the  super- 
vision  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Perine,  and  completed  them  under  Prof  Russell  at  Elmwood  Hill  Academy,  New 
York  City.  He  entered  the  office  of  David  Graham  in  183G,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1840  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  He  continued  to  practice  in  New  York  City  until  1857.  when  he  cam*^  t«  La  Crosse. 
Wis.,  where  be  bss  continued  his  practice.  From  1849  to  1852,  was  attorney  for  Thomas  C^ariy,  Sheriff 
of  tbe  dty  of  New  York,  and,  in  1852,  was  Whig  eandidate  for  Marine  Court  Judge,  bnt  was  defeated. 
In  ISri^,  Mr.  8.»was  oleeteil  City  .\ttorniy  of  Tia  Crosse  on  the  Republican  ticket  vice  lion.  James  I. 
Lyndes,  who  wa.<s  a  very  strong  man  before  tbe  poople.  Mr.  S.  subsecjucntly  ran  twice  for  the  same  office, 
Hid  was  defeated.  Ot  late  yean,  baa  taken  very  little  aetive  part  in  politics,  bnt  has  directed  bis  time  in 
tbe  practice  of  hi.^  profession. 

J.  H.  STOMBS,  mechanical  engineer,  has  bcjn  connected  with  the  steamboat  interests  on  the 
Mississippi  River  since  1846,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  since  1855,  and  a  resident  of  La  Or.  sse  since  1S61. 
He  was  born  io  Salem  Co.,  N.  J.,  Nov.  5, 183U.  His  father,  John  Stombe,  removed  to  Ohio  with  bis 
Ibmily  in  1834,  settled  in  Clermont  County,  and  died  there  in  1838.  Mr.  Stombs  learned  bis  trade  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  from  1840  to  1854.  He  then  went  to  St.  Louis.  .Mn  .  and  in  May, 
1855,  removed  to  Minnesota.  He  resided  in  St.  Paul  from  1857  to  istil,  and  came  from  there  to  La 
Crosse.  He  is  the  inventor  of  a  balance  steam  puppet  valve,  patented  in  1872;  a  balance  slide  steam 
valve,  patetiteil  in  187^^ ;  also,  of  an  improvement  in  self-adjusting  telegraph  relays,  patented  in  J87H  ; 
also,  of  an  improvement  in  :>team  governors.  He  is  the  present  Vice  President  of  the  National  Marine 
Engineers'  Association  nftbe  United  States.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  A.  K  Kinney,  of  Sn  tr  (  '  .  .  Minn. 
She  died  io  1876,  leavins  om  8oib»  Joseph  A.,  now  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Rock  Island,  liL  His 
present  wife  was  EHa  A.  Dean,  of  Seek  Island. 

B.  Ij.  STROl'SK  A  CO.,  dealers  in  liiil  s.  wn  il.  jh  Its,  furs,  rags,  scrap  in >n  and  met;ils.  have 
been  in  business  in  La  Crosse  since  1863.  Mr.  Strouse  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  born  in  183i>;  cauie  to  the 
United  States  in  April,  1856 ;  lived  in  Phihddphia  till  1859;  then  went  to  McGregor,  Iowa,  and  eaaM 
from  there  to  La  Cnxnse  in  1802.  He  commenced  business  in  l>^n.I,  uiul  was  joined  by  Mr.  Knsel  in 
1868.  0.  W.  Knsel,  the  other  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  iti  H«)ln  iizollern-Hecliingcn,  Prussia,  in 
1838;  came  to  the  United  States  in  August,  1854  ;  lived  in  Philadelphia,  Pcnn.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Des  Moines  and  McGregor,  Iowa,  till  November,  1866}  then  eneie  to  La  Crease  and  joioed  Mr.  Stnmse 
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in  biuineM  io  18(>8 ;  uauuurried.  Mr.  Strouse  was  married  Ooi.  27.  1872,  in  Philadelphia,  to  ilim 
Fradtrioft  Bowl ;  hat  no  oUMren.  In  bnrinem,  they  opente  iliTooghoat  Wiaooano,  Minmote,  lorn. 
PakoU  and  Mnntana. 

Ej»  STHICiill^lif  mercbaDt  grocery  and  liquor  store,  corner  of  Fourth  and  Pearl  nreeu.  wn* 
born  in  Baiern,  Earope,  in  188B;  mm  of  George  Striegel,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1850,  settled 

in  GeniKiiidiwri,  Washington  Co.,  Win.;  came  from  tht'rr  to  Vernon  County  in  1855,  and  died  there  L 
Striegi  l  wnB  married  m  \  emon  County,  in  1862,  to  Mary  Svhutte,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosiic  id 
1864,  whore  he  has  sinoe  leiided,  execqpt  one  year  in  Hoknli,  Minn.   He  waa  two  years  BopamMr  in  Li 
Croaec.    lias  no  children. 

C.  F.  STRUCK,  architect,  waa  born  in  ChriAtiania,  Norway,  in  1842;  son  of  H.  H.  Struck, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1864,  Bettled  in  Chicago,  and  died  there  in  1878.  Mr.  Stniek  went  to 
1M:ir(|uette,  Mich.,  in  1873,  to  snperintend  the  erection  of  a  bank  building,  and  soon  after  opened  an  ofioe 
uiid  commenced  businesH  for  hiro»elf.  While  there,  he  built  the  Kpit>cupal  Church  of  that  place,  wbidi  i» 
of  browc  atone  and  co«t  S5U,000.  He  also  built  a  t30,U0U  Hchoolhouse  and  a  f30,U00  opera  hooM,  both 
of  brown  stone,  and  several  dweUing-booses.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1877  from  Marqoette,  and  nee 
here  has  built  Germania  Hall,  the  cooling  and  ioe-hooaes  of  the  John  Onnd  Brewing  Company,  8.  Heik- 
manu  atid  0.  k  J.  Michel,  and  also  remodeled  the  International  Hotel. 

W«  J*  fiiUPPUBBt         firm  of  Lloyd  &  Supplee,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Norrisiown,  PeoB.,  is 
the  year  1833.   The  aoqnaintonoe  between  these  gendenen  b^n  in  early  youth  ;  at  sehool  th^sttended 
the  same  academy,  and  tcinftleted  their  studies  at  the  flame  time,  after  which  they  went  io  Philadelphia  to 
gether,  Mr.  Lloyd  entering  the  hardware  house  of  Messrs.  Dilworth,  Branson  &  Co.,  to  learn  the  buMDeat. 
and  Mr.  Sapplee  tbe  store  of  Messrs.  Conrad  Batrd,  Son  ft  Co.,  numafketarers  of  silverware.  They  both 
applied  themselves  with  the  trreatest  diligence  to  learn  all  that  was  to  be  learned  in  these  different  branches 
A  few  months  before  Mr.  Lloyd  attained  his  majority,  he  decided  to  locate  in  the  West.    For  tea  yeira 
previous  to  this,  he  and  .Mr.  Supplee  had  been  almost  inseparable  ;  they  bad  roomed  together  ss  boys  at 
school,  had  frrmc  to  Philadelphia  together,  and  had  oc<'npied  the  flame  quarters  during  the  tive  years  thev 
remained  at  I'luladelpliia.  The  very  strongest  and  clo-tost  friendship  had  grown  up  between  them ,  indeed, 
they  were  more  intimate  than  brothers  usually  arc,  and,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Supplee  asecrtaiocd  Mr.  Lloyd  had 
decided  to  go  West,  he  as  quickly  made  up  his  mind  to  accompany  him.    They  accordingly  left  the  city  of 
brotherly  love,  armed  with  a  few  letters  of  intniduction  to  parlies  living  at  different  points  io  tbe  Mian*, 
sippi  Valley.    After  traveling  up  and  down  (be  Mis-sissippi  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  they  finally  dsaidsd  Io 
locate  at  La  Crosse.    This  was  in  the  summer  of  1856,  the  city  of  La  Crosse  at  that  time  havii^  a  pap- 
ulation of  about  500  inhabitants.    A  small  frame  building  was  secured,  on  the  yreal  side  of  Front  atrest. 
near  State,  and,  while  Mr.  Lloyd  vms  Kast  selecting  the  stock  of  goods,  Mr.  Supplee  remained  at  La  OrasM 
making  preparations  to  redlive  them.    From  the  first  their  sacoeaa  waa  aaanrad.   The^  safely  wcathoed 
tbe  disastrous  panto  of  1857.   They  thoroughly  understood  tbebr  boainess  and  gave  the  sane  the  vay 
closest  attention,  and  wore  soon  fim)l3'  eslahlished.     Tn  a  cnnple  of  y<^i*rs  it  became  necessary  to  seek  Urgcr 
uuarten,  which  they  found  in  the  brick  block  on  the  east  side  of  Front,  between  Main  aiod  State.  So 
nst  did  their  bosiness  increase,  that,  in  June,  1861,  they  removed  to  tbe  atone  building  on  the  conur  of 
Front  and  Main  streets.     At  tli  ■  time  they  did  this,  some  of  their  friends  thOQg^tthem  wild,  and  thought 
they  could  not  possibly  do  .'^uth<  ient  business  lo  warrant  the  maintaining  of  so  hugean  establishment.  But 
they  bad  not  made  the  ebange  without  due  consideration.    They  were  gentlemen  of  wonderful  enterprise 
but  of  great  caution,  were  ambitious  to  extend  their  busiiioBs  by  all  honorable  means,  and  aimed  to  meh 
the  top  of  the  commercial  ladder.    Tbe  last  move  proved  to  be  a  good  one,  and  was  not  made  any  loo 
soon,  and  those  of  their  friends  who  had  predicted  i'ailure  were  forced  to  acknowledge  tb^  had  reckofltd 
without  their  host.    During  the  war,  the  business  done  by  this  firm  was  simply  enormous,  and  their  profit* 
in  proportion.    In  18Gl>,  having  accumulated  more  means  than  they  could  u.se  to  advantage  in  their  ba.< 
incss  at  La  Crosse,  they  decided  lo  rsiBOVeto  Philadelphia,  which  they  did  in  the  month  of  .January.  \^<"> 
In  the  spring  of  1859,  Mr.  Lloyd  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie,  daughter  of  Nathan  Custer,  Esq.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  iromcdiately  began  housekeeping  in  the  dwelling  northeast  comer  Seventh  and  Pine  streett. 
which  he  <<c<  upied  until  las  remnval  from  the  city.    In  the  fall  of  lS(il,  Mr.  Supplee  was  married  to  Mi* 
Mary  Daoforth,  daughter  of  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bumaey,  of  La  Crosse.    Of  the  soda!  qnalitiea  of  these  gesile 
men  and  of  their  most  estimable  ladies,  too  mneh  cannot  be  said  in  praise.    They  were  noted  fbr  tbv 
kindbcartedne.ss,  their  npeii-h.uid. si  ^nd  cMrdinl  lio>pii:iIity,  and,  during  all  the  time  nf  their  r  -id<  dcv  :ii 
La  Crosse,  took  a  leading  part  in  society.    The  acquaintances  made  and  friendships  formed  while  in  L* 
Croaae  have  been  renewod  and  kept  attve  by  frequent  visits  and  eorrespondenee.   They  bave  alwayi  Ml 
and  eberisbed  fiselingi  of  tbe  very  warmest  rsgsrd  for  La  Crosse  and  ita  people,  and  vrill  remembsr  iImb 
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with  kiodwt  fediogs  while  life  lasts,  and  so,  too.  will  they  be  remembered  by  imny  of  the  people  of  L« 

Cropsc.  On  leaving  La  Crosse,  the  busines-*  nf  tbe  firm  of  Lloyd  Supploc  was  turned  over  to  Lloyd, 
Stij«plee  Sl  Co.,  the  gi-neral  partiieni  beini;  Frank  II.  Lluyd,  Joseph  Clark  and  Joseph  M.  Cuxtcr,  Mcmr^. 
\V  J.Lhiyd  and  W.W.  Supplee  retaining  an  intere!<t  in  ihebuiiincsd  as  special  partners.  Jan.  1, 1870,  the 
lirm  niBM  was  ohaoged  to  Lloyd,  Clark  &  Custer, and  socoDtioucd  until  Jan.  1, 1872,  when  Mr.  Costar's  iotar- 
mt  ma  parchaaed  by  the  remaioinj;  partners  and  the  firm  nnme  chant^ed  to  Lloyd  &  Clarke,  nnder  which 
film  name  the  bu.Mness  is  now  carried  on.    [Sw  sketch  of  F  II,  Lloyd]. 

W*  A*  SUTORy  book-keeper  for  McDonald  Uruthers ;  haa  b«eu  io  his  preaent  situatiou  since 
May,  1876,  aod  a  raddaot  of  La  Crosse  aiaee  1871.  He  was  bora  in  Haldimand  Co.,  Can.,  io  1842 ;  aon 
of  Samuel  Sutnr,  who  nMimved  to  Galesburi.'.  Ill  .  in  I  ^.')7,  and  died  there  in  1861.  Mr.  Sutor  went  to 
Chicago  in  18(12,  and  was  for  a  time  t'em  ral  book  kieper  for  A.  D.  Reed  k  Co.,  bankers,  and  afterward 
Cashier  of  the  City  Nation  li  Bank,  wliirli  pmition  he  left  when  he  came  to  La  Crnsse.  He  wa.<(  married 
in  Jja  Croaae,  in  1873,  (o  Mnt.  Q.  M.  MuDonald,  sister  of  McDonald  Brothers,  and  has  one  child — Don- 
ald McDonald  Sutor. 

E.  1\  SWARTHOIIT,  Jl.  D.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Onulaska,  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis., 
in  1855,  and  has  always  resided  in  La  Crosse  Co.,  except  when,  away  at  school.  He  attended  Rush  Modi" 
eal  C(rflef>e,  of  Chica)^,  two  winters,  and  graduated  from  Bdlevae  Hospital  Hedieal  Coll^,  of  New  7ork 

City,  ill  thf  spririL'of  1S7!».  Ho  w.i-  inarri.  d.  May  L'l,  I^'TIK  to  MIsS  8af»h,  daughter  of  John  H.  Miller, 
of  .Midway,  l^a  Cros.-^a  Co.,  and  lias  been  practicing  bis  profesision  in  North  La  Cros.se  since  that  time ;  baa 
one  ehild--iSnsie.  His  father,  A.  S.  Swarthoul,  was  a  native  of  otcuben  Co.,  .V.  Y.,  came  u>  Wisconsin 
at  an  early  day,  and,  after  residing  soiuc  tim.'  at  B-aver  Dam.  .settled  on  a  farm  in  Lt  Crosse  Co.  in  .June, 
1835.  He  had  a  fiirm  of  about  HitO  acres  in  the  town  of  Onalaska.  on  which  he  resided  till  1872, 
then  came  to  North  Iai  Crosse  and  remained  till  May,  1879,  when  he  reni  ivi  1  ;o  Sparta,  Wis.,  where  ho 
is  still  living.  While  in  La  Crosse  he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  waa  also  a  member  of  the 
City  Cnondl  fVom  the  Fifth  Ward  two  terras. 

VI\CEXT  TAI'^iClIB•  member  of  the  hardw.uc  firm  of  Seharpf  &  Tauscbc  successors  of 
Scharpf  &  King;  was  born  in  OemMoyiu  1853.  His  father,  Joseph  Taosche.  came  to  the  United  State:< 
in  1855 ;  settled  in  (he  town  of  Greenfield,  La  Croaae  Co.,  and  resided  there  till  hw  death  in  1866.  Mr. 
T.  learned  his  trade  in  L%  Crosse  with  Wt'bcr  Hro'hi'ra,  eommcncitii:  at  lli  •  of  H,  and  has  been  iti  the 
business  most  of  the  time  since,  except  when  in  school.  He  had  cbar;.:e  ol  Weber's  shop  after  being  in 
the  business  about  two  years.  He  also  had  charge  of  the  shop  of  Seharpf  ft  Ring  from  1877  to  Hanh 
23,  1881,  when  he  bought  out  Mr.  Ring's  interest,    Mr.  F.  is  unmarried. 

lilITE  A.  TAYIiOR  was  for  .some  years  a  resident  of  La  Crosse.  He  was  one  of  the 
foonders  aod  the  editor  in-chief  of  the  La  Crosse  Daily  and  Weekly  Lfmhr,  aftirw^ard  consolidated  with 
the  Rfublican,  and  issued  as  the  Republican  and  Leader.  Mr.  Taylor  was  burn  in  the  village  of  Nor- 
folk. St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  T..  on  the  14th  of  September,  1834.    His  father.  Adolphns  Taylor,  was  a 

prniiiiticiif  Cnn-^rceatinnal  niiiii-'tcr.  who  died  when  La!i'  was  but  8  yeans  of  aijc,  leaving  a  wife  and  five 
children,  eniirciy  unprovided  witli  means  of  support.  Thus  Lute,  at  a  very  early  ai:c,  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resourceJi.  At  12  years  of  age,  he  went  to  live  an  a  farm  with  a  brother  in  law  in  the  adjoining 
town  of  Madrid.  From  this  time  until  the  fall  of  18.5(5,  when  he  removed  tu  the  West,  he  was  eniraged 
at  work  on  a  farm  or  teaching  schiH)!,  when  he  beeame  old  enough,  in  the  suiuiners.  and  attcTnliiiL'  -school 
during  the  winter  months.  He  received  a  thorough  common  school  education,  and  alsj  attetnlc  d  the 
Rademie.s  at  Poiadam,  N.  Y.,  and  at  North  Bridgewater,  Mass.  He  was  always  a  prominent  member  of 
the  lyceams  and  literary  societies  conoeeted  with  the  schools  which  he  attended;  wrote  occasional  articles 
for  the  village  new>pap«  rs,  and  r.irly  altaiiied  a  marked  local  reputation  for  his  fine  literary  tastes  and 
acquirement*.  In  the  fall  of  18  be  moved  to  Kiver  Falls,  I'ierce  Co.,  W^ is.,  and  on  the  following  .lune, 
in  company  with  his  younger  brother,  Horace  A.  Taylor,  he  established  and  issued  the  first  number  of  the 


In  Auirust,  1S6'.),  he  removed  to  La  Crosse,  and  beeame  one  of  the  publishers  and  the  editor-in-chief  of 
the  La  Cruase  Leader,  which  position  be  filled  until  a  short  time  priwr  to  hw  death.  He  retired  from 
joomaliam  with  a  view  of  entering  the  lecture-field,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  a  new  homorona 
leetora  partially  writt<  n.  and  had  niaiie  several  euvagetuents  to  deliver  it.  When  the  bureau  of  Intcnial 
Revonne  was  organised,  Mr.-  Taylor  was  appointed  Aissistant  Assessor  for  several  northwestern  counties, 
and  diortly  afl^r  he  was  promoted  to  the  SHeBSorship  of  the  Sixth  Oongresrional  District  of  Wisconsin. 
This  oflRcf  he  held  until  its  abolition  in  1S73  When  T^a  Crosse  was  desiiniiited  as  a  port  of  entry,  Mr. 
Taylor  wa!<  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  port,  which  office  he  was  iilltng  at  the  time  of  his  death.    Mr.  Tay- 
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lor  died  at  h'\s  home  in  La  Crosno,  after  a  hncf  illoesa,  of  coogeeiion  of  the  lungs,  on  the  llth  day  of 
NoTember,  1873.    No  citisen  of  La  Crosse,  and  perhaps  none  io  Wisoonaio,  was  man  iridely  known  er 
nnivcrMiiUy  beloved  than  JiUtc  A.  Tuylnr.    His  ropufation  an  a  brilliant  essayist  upon  social  topic?,  a 
genial  liutuoriat.  hiiJ  a  vigtirourt  and  convincing  p4>litiuil  writer,  wiis  wide-spread,  reaching  far  beyond  the 
oiroolition  of  the  influential  journals  with  which  he  fcsd  been  coonected.    All  who  knew  him  were  his 
friends,  and  many  bad  learned  to  love  him  who  bad  nerer  seen  his  kindly  face.    Once  seen,  bo  was  nerer 
forgotten.    Men  and  women  in  all  ranks  of  life  were  proud  to  be  counted  as  his  fKends.    He  wis  a  w4- 
come  guest  in  every  social  circle.    He  carried  sunshine  and  good  elieer  wherever  he  went.    "  His  prest'oo- 
was  a  festival."    He  was  a  lover  of  his  kind — a  student  of  men.    The  demands  of  bnnneas  nor  the 
pressing  renponsibilities  of  pnblio  oSm  ooold  not  cheek  or  divert  his  interest  in  the  weHare  and  improve- 
ment of  iho^Q  firuund  him.    He  posseeacd  tlif  kindliest  .>entiment  and  the  hrnailpst  charity.  His  humanity 
was  unbounded  and  overflowing.    No  lines  of  party,  sect  or  condition  circumscribed  his  sympathies.  His 
heart  and  his  pane  were  open  to  every  tsle  of  dbtress.    His  hand  was  ready  end  lus  pen  inspired  to  aid 
every  premise  of  frontier  policies,  of  purer  morals,  and  of  wider  hencvolenee.    He  struggled,  only  those 
who  enjoyed  his  intimate  oompuniuuship  knew  how  manfully,  to  live  on  the  plane  of  his  own  noble  ideal, 
and  when  he  Ml.  as  tall  ho  sometimes  did,  below  his  aspiradon,  the  bitter  pangs  and  galling  bittemeai  of 
the  diyiijii'Minttiient  were  hnively  endured  in  his  own  uneniiiplaining  breje*f.     Though  his  feet  went 
sunu'tinics  astray,  hi.s  heart  was  right,  and  the  constant  de»ire  of  his  life  wan  to  attain  noble  end^. 
Lute  Taylor  was  a  natural  man.    No  oonceit  or  affctctatioQ  marred  the  cliarra  of  his  prasones.  He 
was  old  fu>hinn»  il   in  his  ways — frank.  sinipl>\  jfinciTe      He  was   s(K>ial  in  a  pr'^-eminent  degree. 
He  had  a  ^'ynlpathetic  soul — a  personal  magnctiHm  that  drew  all  to  him.    He  was  above  bittemeas 
toward  his  opponents,  was  never  the  slave  of  party,  nor  gave  onquostioned  sanction   to  Mis* 
ores,  no  matter  how  popular,  until  satisfied  of  their  soundness.    He  was  kind,  charitable,  "  genoew 
to  a  fault."    His  heart  was  as  big  as  his  brain.     He  had  no  unworthy  nmbitioDS  nor  shallow 
friendships.    His  buoyant  spirits,  good  nature,  charily  and  hopefulness  pervaded  the  whole  circle  of  hi? 
influence.   In  the  social  circle,  and  in  the  more  intimate  compaaiondup  of  friends,  his  sorpasHog  wit, 
kindly  humor  and  cordial  manners,  gave  him  an  essy  pre-eminence.    Lute  Taylor  was  dutingdshed  ftr 
his  fine  literary  abiliti(>s,  no  less  than  for  his  charming  soei.il  <  haracteristies  ati  l  Lr'  tu  r  xis  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart,    lie  stood  io  the  very  front  rank  of  journalists  and  writers.    He  was  distinguished  by  ken 
wit.  a  bright  and  vigorovs  style,  and  great  range  of  sahjeets.    He  was  a  poet  hy  nature  and  sympathy, 
although  he  seldoin  wrote  verses  ;  a  philosopher  who  always  looked  upon  the  bright  side  of  human  natnre; 
a  humorist  whose  sarcasm  was  cutting  but  not  unkind  ;  a  man  of  real  genius  without  egotism.    His  lay- 
ings  glowed  with  a  fredmea  of  novdty  and  originality.    His  pen  was  tipped  with  the  living  fire  of  an 
iii-^fiiraiion  horn  nf  true  [;eniua  iind  humor.    No  one  appreciated  more  fully  the  limitations  of  mirth— the 
keenness  of  ridicule — the  sharp  point  of  satire,  or  the  more  powerful  weapon  <»i'  truth  prewnted  ia 
attractive  forms.    As  a  journalist,  he  lacked  only  the  opportunity  to  have  won  for  himself  a  ISSM  seeoid 
to  none  in  the  land.     He  was  a  genuine  literary  artist,  and  munv  of  his  jiarasrraphs  were  as  perfect  a.^ 
pearls.    The  mo«t  exquisite  imagery  was  his,  the  profuuride,-.!  philosijphy,  the  keenest  wit,  the  noblest 
sentiment,  the  drollest  humnr,  alt  were  his.    When  in  his  richest  moods,  his  .sayings  were  like  a  benedic- 
tion.   He  was  quick  of  apprehension,  ready  at  repartee,  fertile  in  imagination.    Many  of  bis  brightest 
gems  became  current  coins  in  the  best  newspaper  literature  of  the  day.    He  was  greater  than  his  oppor- 
tunities.   It  is  not  just  to  judge  him  simply  oy  what  he  did,  bnt  rather  hy  what  he  was  able  to  do.  H*! 
was  never  f\iUy  brooigbt  into  action.    He  gave  sun  signs  <^  great  tUngs.    What  he  really  aceompli»hed 
was  but  a  fhigment  and  a  prophecy  of  what  he  might  have  wrought  out  under  more  favorable  aononsd- 
ings.    His  day  cK  sed  before  noon.    Much  of  the  morning  was  spent  in  careless  play,  and  the  later  hour* 
in  which  sterner  work  was  to  be  done  never  came  to  him.    In  his  early  death.  La  (Crosse  lost  one  of  her 
most  eminent  and  beloved  eiiisens,  his  profession  one  of  its  brightest  minds,  and  humanity  everywhoe  s 
generous,  loving  and  hopeful  friend. 

WILLIAM.  TAYLOJKf  house  painter j  residence  Ninth  street,  corner  of  Cameron  avenue, 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crasse  sinee  Mareli,  1848 ;  he  was  bom  in  Linlithgow,  Sootlsnd,  in  1810; 
son  of  .James  Burns  Taylor;  c»me  lo  the  Uniti  d  States  in  181.5;  lived  in  Milwaiiki-i-  one  summer,  then 
went  into  the  pinery  on  the  Wisconsin  Kivcr ;  settled  in  Li  Crosse  in  1848,  and  followed  the  river  aspikx 
up  to  1867,  except  when  in  the  army.  He  followed  houso-painting  in  Seotiand,  from  the  age  of  II  till 
he  eame  to  the  United  States,  and  has  followed  the  same  business  since  1867.  In  IStll ,  he  enlist.sl  in  the 
14th  W.  V  I.,  (Jo.  D,  and  was  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  married,  in  La  Crosie, 
in  1866,  to  Miss  Bliiabeth,  daughter  of  James  MeOra,  of  OaiMda,aiid  hasfirarehildivK— EUssbethtMaqr. 
Robert  and  Maigeret. 
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WIliliIAM  TILLiSIANf  of  the  firm  of  TiUawB  Bros.',  furniture  dealers  on  Main  und  Sec- 
ond atrecU;  is  a  Dadve  of  PriUBUk;  born  in  1835,  and  came  to  America  in  1855,  stopping  at  Milwauicee 
OBtfl  1859,  then  came  on  to  La  Crosse  and  started  his  present  business.  He  was  mai-ri^  in  1864,  and 
liaa  two  children. 

FKED  TlIiLnAN,  furnitnre  dmler  un  Main  and  Socood  atreets;  was  bora  in  Praanaia 
1837,  and  oune  to  thia'<ooiintry  in  1866,  stoppinj;  three  yean  in  HUwafikoe.   H«  aaoM  to  La  Craaaa  in 

1859,  aud,  in  company  with  his  bn>ther  William,  opaoed  the  AmiMtM  kmiM  irtdoh  thay  atiU  oootilHie. 
He  was  married  in  1860.  and  has  seven  children. 

BAJBIfBY  TRGKDER,  proprietor  of  bolcaryaDd  confectionery  store,  oomcir  Seventh  and 

State  streets.  He  wa.s  born  in  1855,  in  Hanover,  (Jerniany  ;  son  of  John  Te;^eder,  who  came  to  America  in 
1873  with  h'li  faaiily,and  now  lives  in  Franklin  Co.,  Lnd.  Mr.  Tegeder  remained  in  Indiana  with  his  father 
until  1878,  then  went  to  Effingham,  III.,  where  he  remained  till  September,  1880,  vhoB  ha  MUna  (0  La 
Cnase.    He  was  manied,  Jan.  ti.  1881,  in  La  Crone,  to  Mary  Neoaliar. 

JOHW  TORRAWCB,  ■on  of  Qaven  Torrance  t  was  born  in  Lanarltshire,  Scotland,  Jan.  1, 
1833;  he  njiivr'l  olucaiion  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  molder  in  the  city  of  OlasjxDw  ,  hero  ho  worked 
■t  his  trad.'  aattl  1852,  when  h ;  emi^j^ratsd  to  Ameri-^a  and  located  in  Troy,  S.  Y.,  where  he  remuoed  but 
aiz  months ;  be  then  went  to  Delhi.  Delaware  Co.  N.  T.,  and  fw  riz  aaontlia  wsh  in  the  maobine-shops 
at  that  place;  he  rctamMl  tn  Troy.  N,  Y.,  and  remained  two  years,  then  went  to  Paradise,  Ky.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1658,  when  he  came  West  and  located  a  farm  in  Huu.icun  Co.,  Minn.;  he  re- 
nainad  on  the  fimn  bntaaliort  time,  however,  having  located  in  La  Cro^^.'^e  iu  the  spring  of  1859.  Hia 
abiU^  aa  a  tradesman  soon  von  fbr  him  the  foremanship  in  the  foundry  of  Leech  a  Paul,  in  which  oa- 
padty  he  was  employed  aniil  1862 ;  during  this  year  he  started  a  foundry  at  the  foot  of  State  street,  hav- 
ing associated  with  him  Archibald  Gould,  under  the  firm  name  of  Torrance  &  (lould  ;  in  ISi;,"),  tli(>  shop 
—a  frame  structure — was  burned,  and  the  buiuaees  was  abandoned.  He  again  entered  the  employment  of 
Lecflh  ft  Fknl,  and  aubaeqoently  wwlcad  wiCb  0.  0.  ft  B.  G.  Smidi,  and  ahw  Thoniley  ft  Jatnea.  In 
]S7n,  in  company  with  his  son.  he  established  hi.'s  present  bu.'<ineHs,  which,  guided  by  Mr.  Torrance's 
experience  and  bu-^ine^^  qualifications,  now  ranks  amoung  the  leading  foundry  and  machine  Hbope4  in  the 
ail^.  Mr.  Torrance  was  married,  in  Delhi,  N.  Y..  Jan.  3,  1852,  to  Isabella  Torrance,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Johnston)  Torrance-,  they  had  aix  children — Isabella,  Mary,  William,  Nettie,  John,  Annie 
and  May,  who  died  in  August,  1880.  Mrs.  Torrance  died  Nov.  14,  1866,  in  Evausville,  Ind.  In  1876, 
Mr.  Torrance  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  for  the  third  lime,  and,  while  in  Edinburgh,  was  married  to  Bfrs. 
Mary  G-ibson,  nee  Patteraoo,  in  May,  1876.  Mr.  Torrance  belongs  to  the  UniTanalist  Church,  and  ia  a 
Knight  Tempbr. 

D.  A.  THAYER,  foreman  of  the  mills  of  P.  S  Davidson,  at  North  La  Cros.<«e,  has  been  in  his 
present  position  since  the  spring  of  1863.  He  was  born  in  Kennebec  Co.,  Me.,  in  1834  ;  sou  of  Daniel 
Thayer  ;  came  West  in  1858,  and  located  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  where  ho  resided  till  1863,  being  engaged 
in  steamboatint;  on  the  MissLssippi  till  be  came  to  La  Crosse.  He  wa.«  married  in  La  Crosse  in  18(34,  to 
Mijis  Mary  Conley,  and  has  three  children — Niese,  John  and  Burnett.  Mr.  Thayer  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  with  his  brother  in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  lived  several  yean  previous  to  coming  West.  He 
waaon  the  Yilhiso  Board  of  North  La  Craaaa  two  terna  and  Alderman  one  tarm,  ainoa  it  beoama  the 
Fifth  Ward  of  «he  dty. 

JOHIV  THOENI,  contnictor  and  builder,  member  of  the  firm  of  Tlu  oni  \  Driii  ridi.sh,  has  been 
a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  April,  1867.  He  was  bora  in  Graubrunden,  Switxerland,  in  1848 ;  son  of 
George  Thoeni,  whofeatHI  Hving  in  Switieriand;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1867,  and  has  been  in 
business  in  La  Crosse  since.  He  Wiia  married  in  La  Crosse,  in  1872,  to  Mis.s  Mary  Rau,  daughter  of 
John  Rau,  who  in  now  in  the  mercantile  business  in  La  Cro&se;  has  two  children — John  Ireurge  and 
Willie.  laSeeretaiyitf  the  OocMovdm  Social  or  La  Croasa.  Laanmd  the  stonoonttar'a  tiado  in  RwUaai^ 
land. 

F.  J.  THOMPSON,  Superintendent  of  the  boat-yard  and  mills  of  McDonald  Brothers,  has 
been  in  his  pre.sent  pot^iliou  since  the  sprini:  of  1878.  He  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  in  February, 
1832 ;  son  of  William  Thompson,  who  is  now  living  in  Soott  Co.,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  82.  Uia  mother, 
whoae  maiden  name  waa  Pranoea  Gfibaon,  ia  also  liring,  in  her  81at  year.  Mr.  Thompaon  learned  the  ship 
carpenter's  trade  at  Freedom,  Penn  .  thirty  two  miles  below  Pittsburgh.  In  1854,  he  came  West  and  lived 
for  several  years  in  Le  Claire,  Iowa,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.  In  September,  18i>2,  he  enlisted  in  St.  Louis  in 
the  7tb  Mo.  V.  L,  Company  F,  and  waa  in  the  aarvioe  three  months.  He  then  enlisted  in  Fremont'a 
Corps  of  "Sappers  and  Miners,"  but  was  mustered  out  six  weeks  afterward.  He  was  in  Government  em- 
ploy aa  a  carpenter  from  that  time  till  January,  1864.    He  then  returned  to  Iowa,  and  came  from  there 
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lo  La  Crone  in  Janvary,  1876;  hti  Htc  ohiMran— Williatn  A.,  Omw  M.,  Charles  C.,  Gaj  M.  mi 
Oracle  L.    Mrs.  Thompson  was  Catharine  Rtiny,  of  Le  Clair.',  Iowa. 

JAMKW  TUOJI ASOJW)  foremao  of  (be  machine-shop  of  P.  S.  Davidson,  haa  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Daridaon  ainee  1864,  and  in  hia  preaent  position  rinee  1870.   He  is  a  native  of  tenaaAiie, 

Eng.,  born  in  HoltoD  in  ]S2n  .  loarned  his  trade  in  Eogland,  and  ser\'('d  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  yean?. 
Hia  father,  John  Thotuauon,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1849.  settled  in  Milwaukee,  and  died  theaame 
jear  be  eaue.    Mr.  Tnotnason,  Jr.,  worked  three  years  in  Milwaukee;  then  went  to  Dabaqne,  leva, 

started  a  shop  for  D.  S.  Outnuiinus  and  had  charpre  of  it  till  January,  1855,  at  which  time  he  came  to  La 
GroBse.  He  was  inarriod  in  Mdlton,  Kiifr..  in  1849,  lo  Murj^arct,  <lau};hter  of  .John  Holden,  of  that  place; 
liBB  no  children. 

FRRI>F.KICK  THOR\KIiV  is  a  native  ..f  En},'land.  and  w«j?  bom  Dec.  1841.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  iu  Liverpool.  In  the  spring  uf  18G5,  he  emigrated  to  America  and  located 
at  Hokah,  Minn.,  where  be  was  engaged  in  the  railroad  shops.  He  came  to  La  Craan  tlie  same  year,  and 
was  employed  by  C.  C.  Smith  He  Co.  as  draflaman.  Sobsequeatly,  he  took  the  management  of  the  ma- 
eliine  business  of  C.  C.  &  E.  G.  Smith.  In  1879,  he  asaoeiated  himself  with  Benedict  Utt  and  established 
their  present  extensive  busineus.  He  wa.s  married  t^)  Laura  T.  Ustrick,  daughter  of  W.  VV.  and  Maiy  S. 
(Hnnter)  Ustriek,  in  Ija  Croese,  Jan.  20,  Itilti;  had  two  children— Ubarlee,  died  April,  1878.  and  Laim 
B.    Nr.  Tliomely  is  a  Knight  Templar  of  the  A.,  P.  k  A.  M.,  and  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

JOIIX  TOEIil.il<jR,  Hiiliiun-keepcr,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  .fince  .\pril,  IS.Ii)  He 
was  bora  in  Fra8.sia  in  1827,  in  Khine  Province,  Kreis  (Co.)  of  Greveobroich ;  eon  of  Jo^h  locllcr; 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1859,  and  settled  in  La  Crosse.  He  commenced  working  for  the  Mihrrakee 
tt  L.i  r'rr.sse  R.  R.  Co.  in  18(»(),  and  continued  on  the  same  road  till  about  1875,  sines  which  time  he  has 
been  in  h'u  present  businej^s.  He  waa  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward  two  years.  He  has  six  children — Eva, 
Sebila,  Mary,  Frank,  Roea  and  John. 

FRANK  J.  TOKIXKR,  attorney  at  law  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Daniels  &,  Toeller.  ija 
native  of  Cc^ogne,  Prussia,  born  Oct.  20.  lS5ti.  Hifi  parents  emigrated  to  America  in  1S58,  uettl<Ni  io 
Sibley  OOw,  Minn.,  and  in  18(S1  came  to  La  Cro.H»e,  where  they  Btill  reside.  He  (Studied  law  with  T.  J. 
Widiiey  two  ycnrti,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Nov.  11,  1878,  since  which  time  he  has  beeti  praoticinp 
in  Ln  Crosse.  He  is  now  holding  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peooc  on  hia  second  term,  havinji  bctn  firM 
eleeted  wiieii  only  a  few  weeks  over  21  years  of  age.  He  is  also  Captain  of  the  Governor'i'  Guani«.  a 
military  company  of  La  Croase.  In  July,  1880,  Mr.  Toeller  was  married  to  Miss  Aogosta.  daagfater  of 
A.  Steinlein,  Esq.,  of  La  Croese. 

3*  W*  TOlISf  bom  in  West  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  in  1828  ;  his  parents  moved  to  Michigan  io  1833. 
In  1847,  he  was  a  student  in  the  Miobigan  University ;  nadoated  at  the  National  Law  SchoMol  of  fialb- 
ton  Spa,  N.  Y.;  in  1853,  beeame  an  assistant  editor  of  the  Detsroit  AdvertueTf  with  which  paper  be  wsscmk 
nectcd  for  thrw^  year.'« ;  failing  eyoi^ight  cnnipclled  him  to  give  up  all  business  of  a  nrofSnaional  charai'ter.  aod 
he  moved  to  Pontiao,  in  the  same  Sute.  where  he  became  a  State  Commissioner  of  Bonds,  and  located  the  VKJ 
imporunt  one  ftom  Ionia  to  Mackinaw,  as  also  a  number  of  ditebes  in  various  sections ;  in  1865,  be  csaw 
to  La  Crosse  and  went  into  his  present  business  a.s  detailed  abcive. 

J.  P.  TOnSi  was  born  Sept.  12, 1816,  at  West  filoomfield,  Ontario  Co.,  H.  Y.,  here  be  remained 
until  June,  1883,  when  be  moved  to  Troy,  Oakland  Co.,  Mfob.  Scqpt.  29, 1841,  he  was  married  and  re- 
moved to  Kcn'ucky  and  engaged  himself  in  teaching  school,  following  this  occupation  until  1844,  when  he 
returned  to  Micbitran  and  occupied  hiuj.self  during  sumoiers  in  farming,  and  teaching  winters.  In  184*i. 
he  removed  to  Oxford,  Oakland  Co.,  aod  there  establiahed  himself  in  the  general  merchandise  busiue^.^.  ceu- 
dueting  it  until  185t?,  when  he  was  elected  He^i.-tcr  of  Deeds  of  Oakland  Cn.,  and  moved  to  Pontiai* ;  he 
held  thLs  office  two  years,  and  then  spent  two  years  in  settling  up  his  private  atfairs,  and,  in  1860,  was  ap- 
pdntsd  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  holding  thi.s  office  until  1865,  when  he  reoMVed  te  La 
Croase  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  crockery  and  ghuswaie  business,  following  the  ssms  op  is 
the  present  time. 

HILLfii  TOUBTBLLOTTK.  <  t orncy  at  law  and  oounselor  at  law;  wa«  bom  n  Hd^ 
Hampden  Co.,  Mass.,  Ang.  31,  1853 ;  when  about  2  years  of  age,  his  narenta  emigrated  to  Wiseemin  and 
settled  upon  a  farm  jost  out  of  the  village  of  West  Salom,  La  Crosse  Co.    His  father,  M.  L.  ToorteBotla, 

was  among  the  i  arliot  st  ttl.  rs  of  La  Croase  Co.,  and  assisted  in  laying  out  ;uul  platting  the  village  of  Wc<i 
Salem,  where  he  and  bis  family  now  reside.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  odacated  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  is  a  graduate  of  tbe  Law  Department,  Class  of  1876 ;  be  was  admitted  totlw 

bar  in  June,  1875.  at  Madi.Hun.  Wi.s.,  and  then  moved  to  La  Cro8.se.  and  continued  his  stinlii  .s  in  thooffif^" 
of  B.  F.  Bryant  until  the  spring  of  1876,  and  in  the  office  of  Lyndes  Sl  Burrougha  until  Aug.  1,  IbT^ 
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wben  tlie  presetii  parliianbip  was  formed.  Mr.  TnurtellotU>  was  married  in  Avgoafc,  1878,  to  Hin  LHlie 
C.  Woodbury,  dau>rliter  of  Cajit.  W.  W.  Woodburv,  of  Somorvillo. 

PKTKR  TOSLKK,  proprietor  of  tilt'  Chnstiania  Houso  on  Front  street  ;  is  a  uative  of  Norway, 
born  Nov.  25,  1843.  Uu  liitber,  PolorToxen,  Sr.,  came  to  America  in  18ti7,  and  now  lives  in  Jackson 
Co.,  Wia.i  P«ter,  Jr.,  omm  «m  j«Mr  jmvioos  to  his  father ;  lived  in  BUck  Kiv«r  Falls  three  jean ;  then 
worirad  one  yenr  in  Ban  Claire,  and  lived  in  yeittrille,  Wis.,  flom  1870  to  1880,  when  he  eame  to  La  Uroaae, 
and  has  been  keeping  liotel  .since  thnt.  Ur  wan  nrnrrir  d  in  Ndla^Ue  in  1873,  to  IngnbOT  JohlMMW,  and 
baa  three  ohildren — Herman,  Amanda  Eliza  and  loonier. 

ISAAC  TIJTBIJR,  of  the  firm  of  laaao  Tntonr  ft  Son,  wholeede  liquor  dealem ;  has  been  a 

re.'sident  of  La  Crosse  .-iincc  April,  1S56;  he  was  born  in  Winnwi  il.  r.  R;iv:iri;i.  (ti  rm.-my.  Felt-  IR,  1828; 
sun  of  Moses  Tuteur  ;  cxime  to  the  United  States  in  1S5U;  lived  two  yciir.-  in  rutsbur^h.  Penn.;  then  two 
years  in  Blairsville,  same  Siatc  ;  then  back  to  Pitfaiboigh,  and  from  there  to  La  Cru^.  He  wati  married 
in  Pittsburgh,  Nov.  13,  1854,  to  Mihs  Fannie  Baennan,a  native  of  Biersdorf,  Bavaria,  bora  in  1834.  Mr. 
Tat«ur  firet  went  into  the  liquor  business  in  La  Croese  for  a  short  time  ;  then  was  in  the  ItinAer  In^iieaB 
ahoui  three  years,  and  since  IStid.  in  Iiis  presient  business  ;  has  five  children — Joseph.  Morria  B.,  Bertha, 
£ddie  and  Willie ;  the  oldest  son,  Joseph,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Isaac  Tuteur  &  Son. 

MATTHEW  UHL,  H.  0.,  residence  and  office  comer  of  Sixth  and  Main  streets;  baa  been 

practiciD<r  medicine  in  I.a  ('rn->e  (.inee  He  wa.^  tu  rn  in  Wurteniber'^.  (Jcrtnany.  .Viiy.        1*^(1S  ; 

•graduated  in  1831  from  the  1  nivcrsity  of  Tubingen,  and  praeliceii  medicine  in  Hnitwi-il  from  ix'.i'l  to 
1851,  when  he  came  to  .Vmerica,  and  practiced  in  New  York  ('ily  fourteen  years  In  1  ■^•i.'i,  he  eame  to 
Wisconsin,  and  practiced  in  La  (  Vw«,se  till  18f>8;  then  went  to  ImlianapoliH,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  till 
1878;  then  returned  to  I.a  Crosse,  and  has  practiced  here  wince.  His  tirst  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Germany,  died  in  Indianapolis  in  1870.  He  there  married,  in  187-.  Mi-ss  Kmma,  dau<:hter  of  Charles 
BejsUchag,  firmerly  editor  and  pruprietor  of  the  Ulmer  Donan  Zeityng,  of  Ulm,  Germany,  and  at  that 
time  editor  of  the  IndinnapoUt  Teh^raph. 

JOH]V  L^LRICH,  editor  oi'  the  Nnrihtcrn  \  was  burn  in  .''witzrrland.  Knrope,  l''2R;  came  to 
thi.s  country  in  1855,  and  to  La  Crosse  in  April,  1856.  lo  March,  1857,  he  bought  the  Nonhtrrn  ;  be- 
came its  editor  and  publisher,  and  continued  as  aneh  ever  ainee;  that  is,  up  to  the  present  time.  May,  1881 . 
He  Htrved  the  city  as  .\lderman  and  School  Commissioner,  and  is  at  .jircseni  also  Hei  eiver  of  the  United 
tjtate.-^  Land  Office,  to  which  po>itiou  he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  in  the  year  iSTTi. 

Elil.ilS  B.  USHER,  proprietor  of  the  jVominy  Chronidr ;  W«B  bom  in  Bnxton,  York  Co., 
Maine,  June  21,  185:2 ;  came  West  with  his  parents  when  a  child  of  2i  yean;  was  a  leaident  of  Musca* 
dne,  Iowa,  one  year,  when  the  family  removed  to  Wisconsin.  The  first  winter  in  this  State  was  spent  in 
('lark  Co.,  where  hi.s  father,  Isaac  L.  Usher,  was  engaged  in  lumbcrinj:,  and.  in  the  spring  of  l^'jtl,  the 
family  moved  to  OnaLtska,  La  Crosae  Co.,  and  since  that  time  the  subject  of  this  notice  lias  been  a  rei^ident 
of  thia  eonnty.  In  1862-63,  the  fhmily  lived  in  the  (^ty,  and  the  remainini;  time,  with  «he  exception  of 
a  few  months  prior  to  1868.  upon  a  farm  aiimit  a  mile  east  of  the  vi!!,e_'e  if  (^n  ilaska.  In  I'^fu,  the 
family  moved  to  the  city,  and  since  that  time  have  resided  here.  The  subject  of  this  notice  has  had  only  a 
limit<>d  common  school  education.  In  1868,  he  be^n  to  earn  his  own  living,  and  has  since  then  been  em* 
ployed  as  book-keeper  and  clerk  until  1873,  when  he  wa*  emplnyed  as  a  local  reporter  for  about  aix 
months  upon  the  Repnhlican  nnd  Lraihr.  A  change  in  tiio  management  dropped  him  out.  and  he  was 
otherwise  em^ilnyed  until  April  1,  1875,  when  he  porchaaed  n  halTintefeat  in  the  Evfnimj  Lihernl 
Democrat  with  Mr.  John  Symes.  It  was  made  a  monung  paper  a  year  hitnr.  Two  yean  later,  Mr. 
Robert  F.  Howard  pnrehaaed  Mr.  Symea'  interest,  and  the  aane  «f  the  pi^  waa  dmnged  to  the  Ohnm' 
ide  by  the  new  firm,  and,  a  jear  hier,  Mr.  Ualiw  pniobaaad  the  intereat  of  Mr.  Howard,  snd  has  ^noe 
been  its  sole  proprietor. 

nVtH.  CHLOi:  VALENTINB,  widow  of  John  Valentine,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 

New  York  Sept.  17.  1817  ;  came  to  Wi.sconsin  at  an  early  day.  and  wa.^  engaged  in  the  lumbering  busi> 
neas  for  many  years.  He  was  married  to  his  present  widow  (^tbon  .Miss  Chloe  Mam  in  La  Crosse,  in  1856. 
Mrs.  Valentino  came  to  La  Crosse  the  same  year.  She  was  the  second  wife  of  her  husband.  She  was 
bom  in  Cknada  Weat,  in  1832,  where  she  resided  till  she  eame  to  La  Crosse,  in  1856.  Mr.  Valentine 
waa  prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of  La  Craaae.  He  waa  latally  injured  in  tke  Peoket 
Company's  lumber  mill.  North  La  Crosse,  and  died  May  30, 1876.  Hn.  Valentine  hac  fimr  diildrea — 
Flavina,  Bilia  and  Laura  (twins)  and  Byron. 

B.  W.  TAN  BBBOH,  dentiae;  was  born  in  New  YoA  City  in  184&    When  about  5 
years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  they  still  reside.     He  oonaMlced  the  study  of 
^    dentistry  with  Dr.  A.  C.  Wanzer,  of  Ruohester,  and  was  with  him  one  year ;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1 863, 
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and  settled  in  Madison,  where  he  completed  hia  stadiee  and  praotioad  till  the  spring  of  1869,  ifaiee  wluA 
time  be  baa  been  praoticinE  in  La  Groan — office  oo  Main  etreet,  lieMieeii  FomtD  aod  Fifth. 

GILBEBT  VAM  STBBWITTK,  Praeideot  of  the  Batamn  Bank,  was  born  in  the  City 

(if  ITtr  -i'ht,  Netherlands,  Jan.  13,  1^14  .  he  received  an  academic  education,  at  the  University  of  Utrecht, 
graduating  in  philosophy  and  ulasHical  literature  in  I8H6;  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  May, 
1849,  and  located  at  Milwaukee,  remaining  there  until  1864,  when  he  moved  to  Newport,  Saok  Cu., 
where  he  resided  until  1858.  He  then  removed  to  Kilboom  City,  Columbia  Co.,  and  in  January,  1862 
removed  to  La  Cro-tae.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Army  of  the  Netherlands  in  183(1  and  1831,  and 
eommiaiiioDed  officer  of  the  National  Gnarda  from  1838  to  1849 ;  was  Bri^dier  of  the  WlMOoain  State 
Hllitia  in  1857  ComBiniooar  of  Lnmigration  'for  Wiaeonsin,  in  New  Vork  City,  by  anwintanant  of 
Gov.  L.  J.  Farwell,  fW>m  18B2  to  1853,  nnder  the  law  of  18,'>2.  Was  appointed  Conad  of  the  irelher- 
Isnd-s  for  WLscjnsin  in  1849  and  also  for  Michigan  und  MiniK  .^uta  in  1850,  resiiznini:  these  consulships  in 
1859.  Was  elected  a  member  of  the  Wiscooaia  iState  Le^ature  in  1859,  and  was  appointed  Bank 
Oonptroller  in  1860  and  1861.  Waa  eleeted  Mayor  of  La  OraaM  in  1873  and  1874,  and  was  deeled 
State  Senator  from  this  district  fur  1^7!)  and  ISSO.  Mr.  Van  Steenwyk  is  in  every  respect  a  thorough 
buaineaa  man  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  very  far-seeiog  in  the  management  of  hie  business,  and  all  the 
details  looking  to  its  success.  The  latest  enterpriae  ii  the  enetioa  of  n  ine  building  comer  State  and 
Seventh  street.^,  deairrned  for  four  residences. 

11.  iJ.  VAX  WIE,  contractor  and  builder,  is  a  native  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  boro  in  1840;  aon  of 
Cornelius  H.  Van  Wie,  who  belonijed  to  one  of  the  old  Holland  families,  who  first  settled  that  part  of 
New  York.  He  waa  a  carpenter  and  ship  builder,  and  waa  for  aeveral  yeors  proprietor  of  the  sbip-yard  at 
Gieenhnsh,  on  the  Hvdaoa  Ri?er.  He  remored  to  Iowa  in  1893,  and  now  lives  in  Tesae.  H.  C.  Van 
Wie  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  futher  He  enlisted  in  the  winter  of  1862  in  the  1st  Inw:i  V.  I., 
Co.  C,  and  was  in  the  service  two  aod  a  half  years.  After  he  ieil  the  army  he  lived  io  Waterloo,  Lowa, 
till  1870,  sinee  wUdi  time  he  has  resided  b  La  Cnme  and  worked  moat  of  the  time  Ibr  the  0.,  M .  &  8l 
P.  R.  R.  Co. 

T.  H.  TICKRRI^.  surveyor  of  logs  and  lumber,  has  been  a  resident  of  Ia  Crosse  since  the 
fall  of  1863.  He  wuh  born  in  Somerset  Co.,  Me.,  in  1844 ;  son  of  Jot^eph  and  Sunn  (  Small)  Vickere; 
oame  to  Wisconsin  in  1863 ;  waa  several  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Oeoeral  Lumber  Inspeetor,  and 
amee  1876,  has  been  with  P.  S.  Davidson.    He  was  married  in  La  Onmi  Oek  6, 1873,  to  Him  AUne 

H.,  dauzhter  of  Charles  Weston,  <»f  S  >ni.  r.-i  t  Co.,  Me  ,  h  t-*  twn  children— B|gi*  H.  and  Talmage. 

JAMES  VINCENT,  lumberman,  was  born  Oct.  16, 1828,  at  Half  Moon,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y. 
He  remained  here  nntil  al>out  W  years  of  age,  attending  the  oommon  schools,  and  daring  the  last  few 
years  of  this  time,  in  working  on  a  farm  He  removed  to_Liinsing^burg,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y ..  and  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  oommeneod  work  for  himself  in  1847.  In  1848,  he  removed  to  California,  re- 
turning to  Laudngburg  in  the  latter  part  of  1850.  In  1852,  he  a-^ain  went  to  California,  remaining  there 
about  eighteen  uontha,  ei^ged  in  contracting.  In  1854,  he  returned  to  New  York,  and  in  the  spriiw  (tf 
1855,  removed  to  Ia  Crosse,  where  he  entered  the  lumber  business,  following  it  for  two  years ;  then 
worked  at  hia  trade  fi>r  a  nlmrt  time,  when  he  went  into  the  wheat  burinasa,  SUtMaqMlltly  retomittg  le  the 
lumber  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted. 

CHABIiBS  VOIilIBB,  Land  Agent,  Conveyancer,  Notary  Public,  etc.;  has  been  a  rssideBt 
of  T^a  Crosse  County  since  Aupust,  1855.  He  was  in  mercantile  busincs";  in  tho  city  thn^c  years,  then 
went  into  the  town  of  Holland,  village  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  bought  onc-haif  interest  in  a  saw-mill 
and  remained  thcro  till  1862,  then  came  bank  to  the  city  and  ha^;  been  in  hi^.  present  business  since.  He 
was  born  in  Prussia,  (iermany,  in  1825;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1849,  and  lived  in  Oshkush,  Wis., 
till  he  came  to  La  Crt)Si!§e.  in  1855.  His  father,  William  Volner,  died  in  (rermany,  1858.  He  has  six 
children — Augustus,  Ida,  George,  Theodore,  Adolla  and  Charles.  He  married  in  Milwaukee,  in  1850, 
Miss  Henrietta  Golden,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Has  spent  three  winters  in  Madison  \  one  winter,  Clerk  of  the 
JndieUry  Committee ;  second  winter,  Assistant  Sergeant  at  Arma,  and  the  last.  Assistant  P.  M.  of  the 
Assembly. 

JOHST  WACHTKRf  proprietor  of  livery  barn,  saloon  and  meat  market  on  North  Third 
street;  was  born  in  Uaden,  (lurmany,  in  1843;  son  of  Matheus  Wachter;  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1865,  and  has  lived  in  La  Cmsse  ever  since;  has  been  in  Im^iiness  for  liinfi  lf  in  North  La  Crosse  sinee 
1861);  waH  married  Feb  8,  1870,  in  La  Crosse,  lo  Mis.s  .Mary  Osmeler,  and  has  five  children — John, 
Ada.  Louis,  Emma  and  Fred.  His  father  <lie<l  in  Germany  in  1845.  Mr.  Wachter  is  ForsiMUl  of  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  No.  2,  and  has  been  cither  Foreman  or  Treasurer  of  the  eooipany  ever  aboe  it  was 
organised,  in  1869,  except  two  yean. 
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Ii«  WACHENIII<iI!H[E<K,  real  estate  and  insurance  agent  ;  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
March  16,  1822  ;  came  to  America  iu  185G,  :inil  lived  in  Milwaulvof  two  years;  was  in  the  liquor  busi- 
nesB,  as  manager  for  Mahler  &  Wend ;  cime  to  La  Croaae  in  1858,  and  has  resided  there  since.  He  was 
in  the  Hqvor  bosioesn  in  La  Crone  for  three  yean ;  then  clerk  in  the  poat  offiea  eight  years.  He  was  Bflg- 

i8t<?r  of  Deeds  five  tertiis  in  sin  Ln-sion — from  1870  to  1880,  and  always  elected  by  Iiir<re  raajoritieB.  He 
has  hiten  iu  the  real  estate  business  since  January,  1880,  and  added  insurance  in  Jtiuuary,  18S1, 

LEWIS  WADR,  cnsfincer  at  Pollcya  nrothcrB*  mill ;  has  been  in  liis  present  situation  since 
1876.  He  was  bom  io  Chemung  Cn  .  X.  Y.,  in  January,  1833;  son  of  John  Wade,  who  b  still  living 
in  that  county;  learned  hia  trade  in  Elmira.  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1870;  lived  two  years  in 
Trempealeau  Co.,  and  since  that  in  La  Crosse.  He  was  married  in  1864,  in  his  native  county,  to  Miss 
Bathia  Monroe,  of  the  aame  plaee;  hai  four  children — Rohui,  Bertie,  Liuie  and  Peter.  Hie  mother'* 
maiden  name  was  Nary  Jones. 

RF.I\II.\RI>  WAFiCKEK,  feranan  of  tbe  Heihnnnn  Br.  wery;  has  been  a  resident  of 
I^a  Crosse  iiiuce  October,  1865,  except  two  years  in  Vernon  Co.,  Wis.  lie  van  born  in  IJnter  linllau,  Kt. 
Schaffhausen,  Switseriand,  in  1844;  aon  of  Oeorge  Waecker.  Both  parents  died  there,  and  he  came  tu 
the  rriited  Htatr^  in  ?i  pteinht  r.  1865.  He  wa!<  married  io  La  GnMse,  in  18Q8,  to  Carolina  Bantle;  has 
fivecliildren   -Ida.  Louisa.  Kiuma,  Geort'e  and  Hermiua. 

E.  P.  WALCOTT,  book-keeper;  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  since  1873.  He  is  a 
native  of  Utiea,  H.  Y. ;  bom  in  1844.  In  June,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  tbe  2d  Squadron  R.  I.  V.  0., 
and  aerred  three  months;  enlisted  again  in  December,  1862,  in  the  26th  N.  Y.  Battery,  and  waa  in  the 
Department  of  tbe  Gulf,  at  New  Orleans,  one  year  and  nin.-  months.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the 
8th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery,  with  a  Second  Lieatenant's  commission.  In  August,  1864,  he  was  promoted 
to  Fin«t  Lieutenant,  and  bad  command  of  his  eompaoy  till  the  doae  of  the  war. 

D.4Vin  WAIjIiACE,  eontractor  and  builder;  b;Ls  been  a  resident  of  La  Cro.s.se  since  Sep- 
tember, fS5<;.  He  wiw  born  in  Durham,  Eaj;land ;  wn  of  Robert  Wallace,  also  a  contractor.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, Jr.,  came  to  the  United  States  iu  1854;  lived  in  Bloomington,  HI.,  two  years,  and  came  from  there 
to  La  Crosse.  He  learned  the  mason's  trade  in  England;  was  married,  in  Bloomiiuton,  IU.,  io  18.55,  to 
to  Miss  Ann  Flelche,  also  a  native  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallaoe  have  five  children — ^Thomas  Will> 
inm,  James  Fklward,  Robert,  David  and  Ida. 

S»  L«  WALLAGli*  proprietor  and  Principal  of  the  Ia  Crosse  Business  College;  was  bcm  in 
Waatebeater  Go.,  N.  T.,  Oct.  18, 1842;  waa  edncated  in  Ifew  Tork  City;  came  to  Raeine,  Wis.,  with 
hia  parents,  in  18r»t>.  am!  fnun  there  to  Milwaukee,  in  1  ^58 ;  commeneed  teaehini;  in  Milwaukee  Co.  Nov. 
li),  18tjU.  and,  in  the  H|)rin};  of  1861.  .locepted  a  .situation  as  teacher  in  the  Lincoln  Business  CoU 
le^  of  .Milwaukee.  In  18611,  he  removed  to  La  Cro»'e,  and  taught  in  tbe  public  aohoola  till  187S,  wlien 
he  purebiised  the  La  Crosse  Business  College,  wbieb  he  has  sinee  ennduetcd  with  8U0ce8s. 

N.  P.  WALLER  wa-s  born  in  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Co.,  I'enu  .  .March  30,  1807,  where  he 
lived  till  It;  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  with  his  pareut.s  to  tbe  State  of  New  York.  He  married 
Mahals  Iski wards.  Tbey  came  to  La  Crosse  Co..  Wi.s ,  in  1858,  and  settled  in  what  waa  then  tbe  town  of 
Neehonoo,  now  Hamilton.    Mr.  Waller  was  long  a  prominent  dtiaen  of  that  township.  In  politioa,  he  waa 

a  |)rominent  Republican  ;  was  elected  by  that  party  to  tbe  Li  Lrislatun-  in  l^'I'T.  ami  re  elected  in  1868; 
was  elected  County  Trcaaurer  of  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1861  ;  served  one  term,  liis  wife  died  in  May,  1863. 
He  went  to  Tennessee  in  the  fall  of  1874,  where  he  lived  till  April,  1877,  when  he  retume^l  to  La  Croaae, 
and  settled  in  the  city.  He  has  had  five  i  bildren,  fotir  of  whom  are  livintr — Phineas  B.,  Mary  '  now 
Mrs.  John  P-irks),  Mattie  i  wife  uf  Marvin  Mathews  >  and  Fannie.  His  eldest  daughter,  Hannab,  was  the 
wife  of  James  McKinley.  Phineas  B.  was  born  in  Broome  Co.,  N.  in  1843.  He  enlisted  Sept.  7, 
1861 ,  in  Co.  B,  2d  W.  V.  C,  and  aervad  till  the  oioae  of  the  war.  He  waa  in  aatin  anvioe  most  of  thia 
time,  and  participated  in  many  important  htttlei  and  campaigns,  inclodtnp  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Oot> 
ton  Plant,  Ark  ,  Memphis,  both  battles  of  Champion  Hills,  sie^e  of  Vii  ksburL'.  Jaekson,  Miss.,  etc. ;  he 
tookpart  altogether  in  twenty-three  engagements;  discharged  Dec.  16,  1865.  He  was  married  to  Helen 
M.  Horton,  dangbter  of  Hhram  Horton,  born  in  the  State  of  New  Tork.    Aug.  22,  1876,  he  and  hia 

wife  accompanied  an  excursion  given  by  the  Order  of  Sons  of  Tetnpuranee  nt  L  i  Crosse,  on  tbi'  sleanier 
^iatronia.  During  tbe  festivities  attending  this  oe'cajiion,  bis  wife  fell  overboard,  and  was  drowned.  They 
had  two  children — William  and  ('barlcs.    Tbe  former  is  deceased. 

JOHN  WALTER,  saloon  keeper.  Pearl  street,  between  Third  and  Foarth ;  was  bom  in  Priis- 
aia,  in  1841.  His  father,  John  Walter,  came  to  America  in  1859;  settled  in  Buffalo  Co.,  Wis.,  and  died 
tlMTC  in  1876.  J<thn  Walter.  Jr.,  went  to  St.  Louis,  .Mo.,  in  the  spring  of  I'^.'jT,  and  was  in  the  conimi.><- 
aion  business  there  foor  yean;  then  kept  a  provision  store  there  till  1866,  when  he  came  tu  La  Creese, 
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and  haa  been  in  his  present  baaine!<i8  ever  since.  In  1861,  be  wa*  in  tb«  military  service  three  munthis,  ii> 
Co.  G.  4ih  Mo.  V.  I.    He  wn<;  mun  ictl  in  La  Ctoou,  in  Um  apiiQg  of  1866,  to  Anna  Wendlar,  and  haa  four 

children — Heury,  Oscar.  Delia  and  Mary. 

A.  31.  WATMON,  merchant;  was  born  in  Washington  Co.,  N.  7.,  in  1836.  His  father,  Wiil 
liam  B.  Watson,  came  to  WiMauato  with  his  ftitniljr,  io  Jano,  1856.  and  nsidad  in  La  Cioase  till  hia 
death.  Sept.  24,  1861,  !ti  bis  53d  year,  of  paralysis.  Mrs.  Wation.  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Mar- 
tin, liii  d  Oct.  1  I.  iJ^TT),  in  her  list  year.  The  fatlior  of  the  present  Mrs.  WMt.>*<>n.  Juincs  Weh.«itor.  of 
Dodge  Co.,  Wi.«.,  died  Feb.  14,  1881,  in  bia  67tb  year.  A.  M.  Watson  eolis'ed,  in  December,  1861,  id 
Cb.  D,  14th  W.  V.  (..  as  a  private ;  was  in  the  servioe  three  years,  and  came  baek  as  Captain  of  his  oom- 
pany.  He  has  r>  Hidori  in  Lit  CVds-ic  sinco  he  left  the  army,  and  been  in  his  present  business  since  1875. 
He  wais  married,  Jan.  17,  1877,  to  Miss  Jennie,  oldest  daughter  of  James  Webster,  of  Elba,  Dodge  Co.. 
Wis.,  and  has  one  L-liild — James. 

JIOUBI  B.  WlsiBB,  book-lceeper  for  the  Black  River  Improvement  Compuny  ';  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  La  Croffift  sinoe  Au<;ast,  18A7.  He  is  a  native  of  Mcridcn,  Conn.;  came  to  Chicago  in  1853,  and 
fnmi  thoro  to  Lu  Crosse  in  18.")7.  Hi'  enlisted  in  18til,  in  Co.  B,  2d  W.  V.  I.,  and  wa.s  in  the  Mrvioa 
throe  Years.    He  returned  to  La  Crosse  in  18t>4,  and  has  been  in  his  present  position  since  18G7. 

HICHOIfAtl  WiSOER.  proprietor  of  the  American  House;  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Lnzem' 
burg,  Germany,  in  1^17.  non  of  Potor  Weber  ,  came  to  America  in  1854,  and  to  La  Crosse  in  the  spring 
of  1^55.  He  Wiis  on  the  river  p.irt  uf  the  time  till  1S6U,  since  which  he  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  oon- 
linuou-ly.  Has  been  in  the  hotel  busine.-s  fifteen  yeavs;  Wa.s  throe  years  in  the  City  Hotel,  and  has  l>eea 
twelve  years  in  the  American  House,  which  is  a  three-story  brick  buildin;;.  40.\75.  on  Pearl  street,  between 
Second  and  Third.  Mr.  Weber  was  married  in  I^a  Cro.sso.  and  has  nine  children  living — .Michael.  Marga- 
nt|  Bertha,  Mary.  Nicholas,  Bernhardt.  Jo-icph,  John  and  Helena. 

ttEORGfi  H,  V¥1&WtMMt  supurinlendent  of  tho  boat  yard  of  P.  S.  Davidson,  at  N'orth  La 
Oroase;  has  been  in  his  present  position  sinoo  1866.  He  was  bnm  in  New  Toric  City  in  1809;  son  of 
John  .\nthony  Weeks,  whn  died  while  Oeor^re  S.  was  in  inTaney  He  lelV  New  York  City  in  1828.  and 
engaged  in  ship-buildinc  in  Jeffenxin  Co  ,  N.  Y.,  about  nine  years;  was  also  in  the  same  l>usines.s  in  Bu'- 
falo.  N.  Y.,  and  Detroit.  .Mich.,  for  aeveral  years,  and  wont  from  there  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  till 
lHti2,  then  went  to  Savannah,  Iowa,  and  had  charge  of  the  floating  stoi-k  of  the  W.  1'.  R.  R.  at  that 

tlace  till  1  Hiiti.  when  he  eanie  Ut  La  Crosse.  While  in  Chica^io,  he  built  the  dry  dock  t'lere.  and  since 
llilt  the  steamboat  '  (Jeorge  S.  Weeks,"  of  which  ho  Ifsa  part  owner. 

J4NiiiPH  WEULBy  stone  cutler, oontiMtor  and  builder;  was  bom  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
in  1846;  aon  of  Henry  Wehle,  who  died  in  Switzerland  in  1875  Mr.  Wehle  learned  his  trade  in  Swti- 
tcrland.  serving  four  years:  eauie  to  the  rniled  .Slates  in  the  fall  of  l.'<70;  lived  in  Brooklyn.  .\.  Y  .  one 
year,  then  three  and  a  half  years  iu  Chicago.  III.;  went  from  there  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  came  (o  La 
Crome  in  April,  1876.  He  was  married  in  Chicago,  in  t87S,  to  Miss  Amelia  Heherlain,  and  haa  five 
children  — Kdward.  Bertha,  Maggie,  Mary  and  Yiotoria.  Ho  was  threo  yean  in  the  army,  ia  Bnrope,  io 
18»;7,  18()8  and  IStJO. 

VALKXTINR  WBinAR,  ( deceiLsed ) ;  came  to  UCros.se  in  1855.  Two  yean  after,  he 
married  Miss  Caroline  Splitter,  whose  father,  William  Splitter,  settled  on  Root  River,  Minn.,  foar  mtlea 
from  Id  Crescent,  in  1855,  and  kept  the  first  ferry  at  that  place.  Mr.  Weinuir  started  a  brick -yard  at 
I^a  Crescent  in  185t"i,  which  he  carried  on  two  years,  then  came  back  to  La  Crosse,  and  (ollowed  l>rirk- 
making,  in  company  with  his  brother  Sebastian  Weimar,  till  the  spring  of  1869;  he  then  bought  a  mill 
in  the  town  of  0arre,  which  he  sold  io  1876,  retnmio<;  to  La  Crosae,  and  went  into  the  brick  bnsinesn 
again  His  health  failing;  he  <niit  business,  and  in  the  fall  of  187(5  l^l^k  a  trip  to  Kurope.  accompani«*d 
by  his  oldest  daughter.  Kiizabeth.  He  retunied  the  next  .March,  and  died  on  the  18th  of  May  following, 
at  the  age  of  4t).  He  left  six  children — Klizabeth,  Ro.ia,  Fhilopena,  William.  Herman  and  Augusta — all 
living  at  No.  88  Kighth  strent,  with  their  mother,  except  Philopena,  who  died  in  September,  1878,  at  the 
ace  of  16.  Mr.  VV'eimur  was  born  in  Lauherabeim.  Germany,  near  "  Bingen  on  the  Rhine,'  and  Mrs. 
Weimar  in  M(  cklenlmrL'. 

SEBASTIAN  WEIHAB  (deeeased)  was  bora  iu  Coblenta.  Germanv,  Nov.  23. 1824 ;  son 
of  Frederick  Weimar.   Came  to  the  United  States  in  1853;  lived  three  yean  in  Oreen6^,  Mass..  then 

came  West  and  lived  thre(  venrs  in  L  i  Cr.  si  nl  Minn  .  and  OBmo  from  there  to  La  Crctssc  in  1859.  lie 
was  engaged  in  briek-iiiakin>;  iu  eooipany  with  his  brother  Valentine  Weimar,  which  he  continued  up  ta 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  1,  1866.  He  left  three  children — William,  Valentine,  and 
Lizzie  Rosina.  Mrs.  Weiiu;ir,  whf)  still  survives  him.  was  Rosina  Seliw.ili,  also  a  native  of  C  'bleiitz,  and 
daughter  of  J.  W.Schwab,  who  came  to  the  United  Sutcs  in  1848,  and  died  Nov.  12, 1879,  in  La  Crosse. 
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&U£L  WESTOM,  retired;  bn  beao  a  pemuuieat  resident  of  La  Crosse  siooe  1866.  He 
Twidttd  here  temporarily  in  the  springs  of  1856-67-TO.    He  was  bora  in  Skowhcgan,  Someiset  Co.,  Me., 

Mtteh  7,1802;  sou  nf  Stephen  Weston,  and  lived  on  tlie  farm  on  wliich  he  w;is  h  irn  till  he  was  60  years 
iM.  He  wan  one  of  a  fauil;  of  ten  children  who  were  all  alive  when  the  youngest  was  45  jears  of  aiEO. 
Ifty.  Weston  and  two  listen  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  are  the  only  snrvivon  at  Ait  writinfr.  He 
was  married  in  ^T:iinc.  Sept  1,  1S."?0.  to  Eliza  Wnodnian,  who  was  born  in  IftlO,  and  is  Htill  livinuv  Mr. 
Weston  held  several  official  positiuns  in  his  nativt;  State,  and  represented  bis  district  in  the  Slate  Legisla- 
tnre  of  1860.  He  lived  a  short  time  in  Borenn  Oo.,  IXt^  previoos  to  locating  pennaiMady  in  La  Crosse. 
In  addition  to  hiM  rarniin<r  he  wuh  in  the  lumber  boMlMM  in  Maine  fnr  about  twenty  years,  and  has  also 
been  in  that  business  fourteen  years  of  the  time  he  haa  rended  in  La  Crosse.  Mr.  and  Mn.  Weston  have 
fimr  ehildieil-^oahlM  W.,  Ileuel  P.,  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Rufus  Oougbss,  and  John  U. — all  residents  uf  La 
Crosse  except  the  youngest,  J.  H  .  who  is  (  teoeral  Manager  and  Seeretaiy  oi  the  "  Bed  £itephant  Mining 
Co.,"  of  Colorado ;  office       Broad  at.,  New  York  Citj. 

ALEX  A.  WIIALEN,  proprietor  of  tM  AKiiawota  House ;  has  resided  in  La  Crosse  sinoe 
the  fall  of  1854.  He  had  a  clothing  store  the  first  two  years,  then  had  a  oontract  for  grading  streets 
which  kept  him  occupied  one  year  ;  after  that  he  dealt  in  horses  and  cattle  for  several  years,  spending  con- 
aaderabie  time  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  in  that  bu8ine6^.  In  1867,  he  bought  the  Minnesota 
HooM  and  baa  kept  it  sinoe.  This  honae  stands  on  the  site  of  the  old  trading  post  kept  by  Nathan 
Myiiek  (now  of  St.  PanI),  who  was  the  fint  settler  in  La  Crosse.  Mr.  Whalen  was  horn  in  Queens  Co., 
Iimod,  and  when  about  a  year  old  his  father,  Jame8  Wlialen,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  St.  Lawrence 
Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  canal  contractor  in  New  York  and  Ohio,  and  lailriMMi  contractor  in  Maryland  and 
Peiuwylvania ;  was  on  the  Baltimore  k  Ohio  Boad  for  some  time,  and  also  worked  two  yean  on  the 
Croton  Darn  in  New  York.  He  finally  eame  to  Milwaukee,  and  died  in  that  eity.  Alex  reiiiLiiiied  with 
his  fiUber  till  he  came  to  Milwaukee  in  1843,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Crosse  in  1854.  Has  four  chil- 
dren — ^Blarnuwt,  Jamei,  Alexander,  and  Katie.  Hamnot  ia  now  the  iHdow  of  Gilbert  ShaiBir.  Esq.,  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  Mm.  Whalen  wm  a  natiTe  <^Neir  Totk  Citj ;  her  maiden  name  waa  Catharine 
Lawlar. 

JOHN  WILLIUfC^I  merdumt,  was  bom  in  Saxe-  Oetha,  0«rmany,  in  1836;  came  to  America 

in  1853  ,  lived  in  Cant^in,  Ohio,  a  few  luontlis,  and  about  a  year  and  a  half  in  Indianapolis,  Iml.  Ho 
«auie  to  La  Crasiie  in  18.55,  and  remained  one  year,  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  IS.otJ.  He  kept  a 
hotel  in  St.  Ix>nia  from  1858  till  1861,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Croaae  in  18t)4,  and  sinoe  tlmt  time 
has  been  in  his  present  businefM.  Hi.s  present  location  is  No.  18  Third  street,  where  he  keeps  a  general 
aasortuicut  of  dry  ^'Jods,  <;ro(;eries,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps,  etc.,  and  ia  also  aj^ent  for  the  Weed  Sewing 
Machine. 

J.  B.  WlLLlAIlSif  Constable,  Collector,  Notary  Public  and  Special  Treasury  Agent,  was  born  in 
Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt.,  in  1826;  when  2  years  old,  hi.s  parenta  removed  to  Georgia,  Franklin  Co.,  Vt.,  where 
he  grew  up  to  manhood.  His  father,  Je^se  Williams,  died  there  Dec.  7,  1829,  in  his  55th  year;  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Aurelia  Bingham,  died  April  I'i,  1863,  aged  80.  He  learned  the  black- 
imsth'a  trade  in  Bnriington,  Vt. ;  was  married  in  Georgia,  Franklin  Co.,  in  1847,  to  Mim  LnoU  Kimpton  ; 
her  father,  .Josiali  Kimpton,  waa  born  in  May,  1801,  and  her  mother,  who.se  raaideu  name  wim  Jerusha 
Nay,  was  born  Oct.  14,  1880;  both  now  living  in  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  good  health.  Mr.  Williams 
removed  from  Vermont  to  St  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  T.,  in  1850,  and  came  Prom  there  to  Portage  City,  Wis., 
in  1857.  He  rjtii  a  bakery  ther-'  mIk  ut  a  year,  and  then  went  to  railroading  on  what  i.s  now  the  C,  M.  & 
St.  P.  R.  &.    He  was  with  the  brat  gaogof  men  iu  Minnesota  on  the  road  from  Menduta  to  Shakojpee  in 

1858,  and  in  1859  waa  on  the  Northern  lNioi6e  as  a  oontnctor ;  came  fWim  there  to  La  Croaae  in  nil  of 

1859,  and  went  from  there  nn  the  Mnhilc  and  Missis.sippi  road  as  contractor  till  ihi-  fall  of  ISCO.  when  he 
returned  to  La  Cros.-ve.  He  first  clerked  in  La  Crosse  two  years,  then  went  into  tlie  mereuiitile  busiuen, 
and  burned  out  in  18(>5  ,  then  kept  boarding-hoose  till  1875,  and  has  been  in  his  present  position  nnoe 
the  spring  of  187ti.  He  Was  Alderman  of  the  Seoond  Ward  three  yean,  in  1864-65-66,  and  has  been 
(Jon!<table  eight  years.  ^ 

ETHA3V  A.  WILSOMf  dealer  in  urot^eries,  provisions,  etc.,  has  been  in  l^a  Croi*8c  since  May. 
1857.  Ho  was  horn  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  in  September,  I  SiJH  ;  son  of  Simeon  Wil.son  ;  and  came  from 
tiiereto  La  Crosse.  Ho  is  a  mason  by  trade,  and  followed  that  busines^s  till  the  fall  of  1861  ;  ha.s  been  in 
the  grocery  trade  since  that  time.  He  first  had  a  partner,  G.  W.  Baglcy — firm  of  Bagley  &  Wilson — till 
1869,  when  they  dissolved,  and  nine  months  after  he  took  another  partner,  K.  .M.  Rogers — firm  of  Wilnou 
ft  BogBW  for  rixteen  months;  then  conducted  basiness  alone  till  September,  1877,  when  H.  D.  Bussel 
jeined  him,  and  the  firm  was  Wilson  k  Bnmel  till  Feb.  1, 1881,  when  they  dimolved,  and  he  is  now  run* 
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Ding  basineM  tlone.  He  was  married  in  bin  native  place,  in  1855,  to  Maria  K.  Jewett,  of  Hollis,  N.  H.. 
and  baa  three  childn  n    Kthan  A..  Htta  C.  and  Liliie  B. 

UOBACG  A.  WINSTON,  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  ooraer  of  Qoold  and  Nortb  Thiid 
■trBefai,  North  La  Croase;  has  been  a  nnaent  oP  La  Croaae  mnoe  May,  1858.    He  was  bom  in  Broooie 

Co.,  N.  v.,  at  Ch('nao<:()  Forks,  in  1828.  His  father,  Dr.  Rpuben  Winston,  practiced  medicine  in  Broome 
Go.  over  thirty  years;  he  came  from  then  to  Wiaooosia  in  1847  ;  was  in  Madison  till  1857,  then  oame  to 
La  Oroase,  where  he  resided  UU  hit  death,  in  1865.   H.  A.  Winston  oame  to  Wiaeonein  io  1848;  he  had 

bet'n  cngap''!  in  tho  mercantile  buaincss  at  Chenanno  Forks,  N.  V  (w  i  years  previous  to  that,  and  currid 
on  the  same  busioejut  at  PheMUlt  Branch,  Daae  Co.,  Wis.,  from  1848  till  he  came  lo  La  Croase,  in  1868, 
•od  held  the  office  of  PoMraaiter  the  last  six  yearn  9f  the  time.  He  oommeaeed  the  BMnafiwtnie  tt 
mineral  water  when  he  fir^^t  came  to  La  Crosse,  continued  it  three  years,  and  thoti  sold  out.  He  .nI«o  told 
goodii  the  tir»t  two  yeari:;  of  the  tiiue.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  town  of  Campbell  two  years  when  be  fir»t 
settled  in  the  place,  and  wax  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county  from  I8G8  to  1872.  and  from  that  time  to  1873 
was  Ciiefof  Police  in  tlio  citv  "f  Li  Cmssr',  and  ha.s  been  City  Con.stabic  since  that  He  has  ownp<l  the 
Eagle  llotd  since  18G0,  and  lias  kept  it  tit'teuuycars  of  the  time.  He  was  uarried  in  his  native  place,  io 
ISM,  to  .Mi.ss  Isabel  Room,  has  two  children— William  B.,  nasiataat  yard>mastar  at  La Ooaae,  nod  AnM, 
now  the  wife  of  Stephen  F.  Clinton,  of  1m  Cro«8c. 

HGRRICK  PKKXTICK  WIN<^,  utt.>rney  and  counselor  at  law,  was  born  in  Himdale, 
Berltshire  County,  Mass.,  September  10,  1833.  His  parents  were  Philander  Wing  and  Almira  A.  Wins;. 
He  emigrated  with  his  paranta  to  the  town  of  Webster.  Washington  Co..  Michigan,  in  1837,  where  he 
resided  with  bis  parent*  on  a  fhnn  UDtil  1853,  when  be  returned  to  Hinsdale  and  attended  the  Hinsdale 
Academy  for  two  years,  and  taught  .school  for  two  trrms.  Rt-nioved  to  Portage  City,  Wis.,  in  1855,  toi 
was  employed  in  the  abstract  office  of  A.  B.  Aldeo,  most  of  the  time  for  aeren  years.  Bead  lav  witk 
G.  C.  Pivntinand  Emmons  Taylor,  of  Portage.  Attended  the  Law  School  of  Micbi^n  UniTenitT  hi  1861 
and  18(5i;  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Ci>lumhi.i  C'mnty  Cinuit  Court,  in  18ti2,  Harlow  S  f>rtnii  Prwi- 
ding  Judge ;  removed  to  La  Croi>8ti,  in  18ti3,  and  formed  a  partnership  in  the  praotioe  of  Uw  with  B.  F. 
MoDtimmery.  On  Mr.  Montgomery's  remoral  from  the  State,  he  fbrmed  i  partnership  with  Charles  C. 
(Jagc,  in  l^tl"^',  whu  ilied  in  1869  ;  was  two  years  in  company  with  C.  L.  Hood,  and  since  l'^"^  ha«  iK-en 
in  partnership  with  (i.  C.  Prentiss  j  was  elected  ('ity  Attorney  of  La  Crosse  in  1872,  elected  to  the  Su(« 
Smiate  in  1876,  fbr  the  term  of  two  yeara,  from  the  Thirty-flrst  District,  comprising  the  County  of  Ls 
Crosse,  and  elected  again  in  1880;  was  m.wied  in  ]^Ty'.>  to  Hannah  Amanda  Palmer,  of  Scio,  Mich.,  who 
died  Nov.  4,  I860,  the  issue  of  this  marriage  was  Lizzie  A.  Winj.'.  who  was  born  Jan.  1,  1860.  Mr 
Wing  was  married  again  to  Kmelinc  K.  Sherwood,  of  Fond  du  Lie,  Wi.s.,  Aug.  29,  1865.  The  fruits  of 
this  marriase  are  hidwin  M.,  boro  March  16,  1867;  Fmnoea  M.,bom  Oot.  3d,  1874;  and  Florenee,bon 
July  13.  1879. 

EfKVI  WITflSK;  was  born  in  Skowhcgan,  Maine,  in  1834,  and  came  to  La  Crue^^e  in  185.3. 
and  immediately  commenced  the  lumber  business,  which  be  has  followed  ever  since,  spending  bis  wiatcfs 
in  the  pineries  in  the  northern  part  of  the  St^te.  Mr.  Witbee  was  married  in  La  Croase  in  1868  lo  Min 
Louisa  Smith,  by  whom  he  has  one  son  named  .^hner. 

N.  U*  WITUEE,  lumberman,  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Croase  since  June,  1853,  and  has 
been  in  the  Inoibar  buaineas  during  the  whole  time;  he  Is  a  native  of  Somerset  Co.,  Me.,  horn  In  1827; 
was  enuaged  in  lumbering  in  hi.s  native  State  till  he  cimi'  tn  Wisconsin,  in  1 852.  and  was  one  year  on 
Black  Riv«r  belbNWming  to  La  Crosse ;  now  owns  a  saw-mill  in  Unalaska,  and  also  one  in  Chirk  Co.,Wit ; 
has  throe  bom,  N.  Haakcll,  Willie  W.  and  Theodora.  Mrs.  Withea  was  Looi.4a,  daughter  of  Col.  A.  Wesd. 
formerly  of  OhoBBngo  Co.,  T.,  who  eame  to  La  Craaaa  in  1856,  and  died  in  Febraary,  1880,  at  the  age 
of  67. 

<^IIiBi:RT  MOTIBB  WOODWARD,  attorney  and  oonnoelor  at  law;  was  bora  ia 

Washington,  D  C,  Dec.  2.').  Ap{ircnticcd  tn  printing  trade  at  Baltimore  in  the  spring  of  1850. 

Worked  as  printer  and  prool-rcadcr  in  Baltimore,  Uppi;r  Marlboro,  Md.,  and  iu  Washington,  chiefly 
in  the  office  of  the  Nationai  hUeUiijincfr,  until  tho  beginning  of  1860.  Settled  iu  I*a  Crosse  Feb.  28, 
ISilii  Hi-ad  law  with  .Mcssmore  He  .McKcnney.  .^ilinilli  d  lo  (lie  bar  liy  (reorge  Gale,  Circuit  Juils:**.  »t 
Black  Kivir  Falls.  Had  no  practice  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Enlisted  in  La  Crcsse  Light  (ju»rd, 
Co.  B,  2d  W.  V.  I  ,  May  22,  1861.  Was  mastered  into  the  United  Sutes  service  for  three  ywn, 
June  1 1,  1861,  at  Madison,  and  thereader  served  with  the  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry  in  all  the  os*- 
paigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Putomac,  in  which  that  regiment  participated  until  June  11, 1864  ;  Orderly  Ser 
geant  of  Company  H,  .September,  1861  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Aug.  25,  1862;  First  Lieutenant,  Sept.  15. 
1862 ;  A^jutaot  'of  2nd  W.  V.  L  June  2,  1863.    Served  at  OeUysbuig  aa  Aeiiog  Aid  do  Camp  of  Fim 
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Brigade,  Fir^t  DivLsion,  First  Army  c.ir{w  i  Gi n.  James  S.  Wadsw.irthV  divi-ion  . ;  roceivol  :»  scvor.- trun - 
shot  wound  io  the  right  foTMrm  ia  thia  battle.  Duiiag  oampatgD  of  the  Wilderaess  aod  advance  of  annj 
fiwn  ^fiidaa  to  KdioMMid,  Hay  5  to  June  11, 1864.  served  as  Aeling  Aid  de  Oamp  on  Htaff  of  same 
division,  then  purr  of  the  Fifth  Array  Corps,  Hsstered  out  of  servico  with  tho  re^'iment  at  Madison,  .Tune 
30,  18G4.  Elected  City  Attoroey  of  La  CroaM,  April,  18»j5.  Elected  District  Attorney  of  Li  Croaac  Co. 
in  November,  18G5,  also  in  1867, 1869,  and  1871.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  S.  8.  Burton,  January, 
1866,  which  continued  until  January,  1877.  Wa^  Alderman  of  Fourth  Ward  of  La  Crosse  City  from 
1868  to  1874  ;  Mayor  of  La  Oroese  from  1874  to  1875  ;  City  Attorney  of  Ij»  Crosee  City  since  April, 
1876.  Candidate  for  Mayor  in  April,  1872,  and  was  dt-fcatc"!  by  Janu  s  T.  Lyndes  ,  was  candidate  for 
State  Senator  in  the  fisll  of  1872,  defeated  by  G.  C.  Uixon.  Delegate  to  National  Liberal  io  Cinciooati, 
May,  1872.  Delegiato  to  Natiooat  Demoeratie  CoiiTeiilion  at  Cinounsti  in  Jane,  1880.  Hn  fttbar, 
William  Woodward,  was  born  in  Washington,  of  parents  who  had  tenoTod  there  firom  PliQadel|iliia;  bis 
mother  Esther,  nix  Rittenhousc.  Woodward  was  born  in  Philadelphia. 

GBOBOB  ZBISLER,  proprietor  of  tho  Flank  Road  Brewery  ,  wxs  born  in  Bamia,  Germany, 
in  182.5 ;  came  to  America  In  185:^.  and  settled  in  Monroe  Co.,  TVnn  Was  there  three  yean,  aod  came 
from  there  to  La  Crosse  io  1856.  He  first  worked  for  C.  L.  Coleman  five  yanrs,  then  started  a  copper 
still  for  makin>;  malt  wbieky.  which  he  kept  up  six  years.  He  was  then  one  and  a  half  years  in  the 
batcher  bosineas  on  Main  street  In  1867,  he  oomnunoed  the  brewing  bnsinesi  in  his  present  location  ; 
was  hnmed  ovt  in  January,  1874,  and  soon  after  erected  his  prennt  huildinc,  whioh  has  a  capacity  of 
rfabout  3.500  barrels,  and  cost  $30,000.    In  the  year  1880,  be  manufactured  about  2,800  barrels. 

fe\  D,  2IIllIERlIAIVf  head  miller  for  A.  A.  Freeman  &  Co.;  is  a  native  of  Baden,  (_>cr- 
many;  bom  in  1851;  son  of  Aogastos  Zimmerman;  came  to  America  in  1864;  learned  his  trade  in 
:Rodie8ter,  N.  Y..  ami  n'mained  fhrrc  til!  1H74.  He  then  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn,,  .inil  was  in  the  old 
Washbvm  A  Mill,  and  Pittsburg  Mill,  and  afterward  bad  charge  of  the  Union  Mill  three  years.  Came 
fWm  there  to  La  Oraase  in  Mareh,  1880.   Be  was  nairied  in  Febmny,  1879,  to  Mias  Game  L.  Oaae. 


TOWN  OP  ONALASKA. 

FKAXK   H.  AIKEN,  lumberman;  Onalaska;  was  born  in  Tioga  Co.,   Penn.,  April 

8,  1845;  cauio  to  Wisconsin  in  1858  with  bis  (tarents.  His  father  died  in  18()8;  his  niotlu  r  ilicd  in 
1863.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  40th  W.  V.  I.,  in  1864 ;  was  mustered  out  in  the  fall'of  1864.  His  wife, 
Isabella  Wameo,  was  bom  in  Norwioh,  Ba^land,  Oct.  11, 1847.   They  married  in  1868,  and  have  three 

children  — Lula  V  ,  born  April  10,  1870;  Frederick  C.  Dec.  28,  1872;  Eddi-^  C  ,  Dec.  22,  1880.  In 
politics,  Itcpnblican,  and  in  rcliffion  Liberal.  He  is  a  member  nf  tlic  Sons  of  Temperance  and  A.,  F.  & 
and  A.  M. 

JOHX  A.  ANDERSO.V,  farmer,  See.  12;  F.  O  Half- Way  Creek;  born  in  Sweden  June 
29,  1845 ;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1853  ;  now  owns  200  acres  ot  land  ,  made  the  improvements,  and  made 
all  since  he  came  to  this  county.  His  wife,  Angnata  Abrabamson,  was  born  in  Sweeden  in  1847  ;  mar- 
ried in  1869.  They  have  four  children ->Jennie,  Bmilj,  Amanda  and  Charlie ;  has  been  a  Director ;  ia  a 
BepubKean.  and  Lnrheran. 

HII.LARII  ATKINSON,  riverman.  P.  <).  Onalaska:  was  born  in  Canada  East.  O.t.  I.'), 
1822.  Came  to  Wiaconsia  in  1853.  Engaged  in  farming  sold  out  and  moved  into  thi<<  ylwe.  Duriitg 
tho  summer  he  is  on  die  ilver.  He  enliated  in  1861,  in  Co.  D,  14th  W.  V.  I.;  discharged  1861  ; 
VO^enlistcd  in  the  same  regiment,  18H3  ;  discharged  18()5  His  wife  was  Eb  i  ta  I,  Lewis,  horn  in  Cntta- 
raugoa  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14,  1822.  They  were  married  in  1864  ;  have  two  children.  Kuma,  born  .\ug.  'J, 
1856;  Adda,  now  Mrs.  Ross,  at  North  La  Crosse.  In  politioa,  Republican;  member  of  the  Temple  of 
Honor,  and  Sons  of  Tempeianoe.  His  father,  Moses  Atkinaos,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came  to  Wisconsin 
In  1833 ;  he  died  at  the  afte  of  87 :  his  mother,  a  native  of  Vermont,  died  Feb.  8, 1 881 ,  at  the  age  of  90. 

RICHARD  BAILEV,  I'M-^ttn  i-tor,  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Bailey  &  Co  .  dealers  in  gen- 
eral merchandize;  was  born  io  Androjcoggia  Co.,  Maine,  Dec.  11,  1828.  Came  to  Wisconsin  in  1855  ; 
looatad  in  Bnms,  on  a  ihrm  of  160  acres.  He  then  returned  to  Maino,  where,  in  1861,  ho  enlisted  in 
Company  K.,  5tii  Me.  V.  I.;  mastered  out  July  27,  18i)4.  He  was  engaged  in  most  of  the  battles  nn  the 
Potoauo,  first  Bull  iiun,  aeven  days'  liattle,  second  Bull  Kun,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Qetlysburg, 
(AmoeUowviUe  abd  the  Wilderness.   He  than  returned  to  Maine;  then  b  the  611  of  1864  to  Faribault 
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Co.,  MiDo.,  and  back  to  WiHconsin  la  1865,  and  engaged  in  the  1  amber  baBinflB$  on  Bhek  Bif«r  tiatil 
1869,  when  he  engaged  io  the  mercantile  bujiness;  continued  seven  yean,  theil  lold  out  and  spent  one 
year  in  Calirornia,  when  he  returned  and  bought  a  one-half  interest  in  with  Mr.  Thompeon.  Mr.  B.  waa 
appointed  Postmaster  in  the  year  1869,  and  has  held  the  office  moce  with  the  exception  of  tho  year  1876. 
Haa  been  Town  Treasurer  three  years.  His  wife,  Suaan  M.  Qarlaad,  a  natiYe  of  Oxford  Co.,  Maine; 
bora  Auft.  24,  1836;  married  Sept.  9,  1866 ;  they  have  no  children.  Mr§.  B.'e  father  came  to  town  of 
Barns,  Wis.,  in  18,56,  and  now  rcsidt*  in  Mitchell  Co..  Ii)w;i 

ANDBBW  BEB<]},  farmer,  Sec.  11;  P.  0.  Half- Way  Creek;  was  bora  in  Sweden,  1822; 
eame  to  Wieooosin  in  1854;  bought  160  aereaof  land,  made  the  improvements,  went  to  Calilbraia  io  1873, 
and  retiinu  d  in  1!*71'.  FHh  wife,  Annii  Atnlerson,  was  born  in  Sweden,  1821.  They  were  married  in 
1838,  and  have  h;i<l  eleven  children,  tour  living — (t ustuvus  W.,  who  enlisted  in  Co.  d,  44th  W.  V.  L,  in 
1865,  and  was  discharged  8qitamber,  1865;  Ida,  Oarrie,  Bmoa.  in  Oalifimia.  Id  poUties,  BepnbUcao, 
and  in  religion,  a  Lutheran. 

J.  M.  BRADBURY,  farmer.  Seoa.  28  and  24;  P.O.  Midway,  was  bom  in Someiaet Go.,  Me., 
Nov.  27,  1817;  cauii'  Id  \Viscuti>iii  in  186!^  ;  now  own.s  24<l  acres  of  l.nu!.  nn  whi<'li  ho  ha^  liiade  ir"0«l 
improvements — barn,  <i2x42,  twenty-iour-foot  corner  posta;  house,  main  part  16x24,  winKl2xl6i  also  a 
hm  totenat  h  240  aerea  io  another  aaetioB.  flia  wife,  Bliiabeth  La  Finer,  waa  born  in  Holland;  eanw 
to  Wiscon.sin  with  her  parents  in  185(i.  They  were  married  in  1H74.  and  have  two  cliiMren  — Kinily 
Newell  and  Gertrude  Mable;  has  been  School  Director  and  Side  Supervisor,  and  is  a  meniWr  of  La  Croese 
Lodge,  No.  45,  A.,  F.  &  A.  M. 

CIKOBUE  W.  BBICB)  dealer  in  farm  machinery,  wind-mills,  pumps,  threshers,  reapers, 
mowers,  seeders,  drills,  plows,  cultivators,  Ooalaska;  wa.4  bom  at  Berlcshire,  Franklin  Co..  Vt.,  Feb.  9, 
1836;  c&me  to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents,  in  1843;  they  settled  on  Sufrar  Creek.  Walworth  Co  .  Wis.: 
horn  there  to  La  Croase  Co.,  in  1855,  and  entered  tbe  land  that  ia  now  known  as  Brioe  Prairie;  they  bad 
240  aerea  of  land ;  hia  fkther  died  Nor.  11, 1874,  and  hn  mother  July  26,  1866.  They  had  a  feiuly  of 
ten  children — f  wo  decea.s(>d.  f<iur  daughters,  remaining  in  Vermont,  and  four  sons,  who  came  West.  G.  W. 
is  the  youn;;eat  of  the  .Hon.s,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I.  36th  W.  V.  I.,  in  1863,  and  was  mustered  out  186.');  wa.«at 
the  engagements  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  Afler  the  war,  ho  returned  to  La  Crosse,  and  engaged  in 
business  in  1874.  Hit*  wife  wan  Anna  K.  Courtright,  a  native  of  Rockford.  III.,  born  Aug.  25,  183»».  and 
married  in  1861  ;  children  arc  Harry  C.  born  Oct.  16,  1862;  Robert  E  ,  born  Feb.  28,  1869;  and  Flor- 
ence, born  Nov.  10,  1874,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1876.  He  is  a  member  of  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  of  the  L 
O.  0.  F.,  L  0.  Q.  T.,  T.  of  U.  and  S.  of  T.  He  ia  now  District  Clerk,  and  Treasurer  of  District  No.  5, 
now  Clerit  of  Diatriet  No.  1,  and  Chairman  of  tbe  Board  of  Supervisors ;  he  haa  been  Aansaor  aeven  years; 
was  Constable  the  first  year  he  wa.s  a  voter,  and  also  .Tusiioe  of  the  Peace. 

JA3II*iS  BB0X.II01j!1)  farmer,  Sec.  25;  P.  O.  Midway;  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  Kn* 
gland,  Nov.  3, 1832 ;  came  to  America,  1851 ;  to  La  Crosse  County,  Wis.,  1854  ;  owns,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Tilden  Moore,  160  acres  of  land;  during  the  summer  he  is  on  the  river;  h.is  been  School  Clerk  and 
Director,  also  Constable  and  Pathmaster.  Tilden  .Moore  wan  born  in  Ohio,  March  6.  1835  ;  came  to 
WiscooMn,  1855;  owns  one-half  interest  of  160  acres  of  land.  His  wife  was  M:irv  Ann  Stilta.  TImj 
were  married  in  1 856.    They  have  five  obiMren — Kilen,  Alice,  Geoige,  Sarah  J.  and  BnxU 

B.  B.  C^NIi^DON,  car|)enter  and  fkrmer;  P.  O.  Midway;  bom  in  Vermont  in  1811,  where 

he  livi'il  until  ItJ  vear?i  of  age,  when  he  removed  with  his  pareiit.s  to  Northern  New  York.  When  21  years 
of  age,  be  weut  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  ten  years,  thence  to  Steuben  Co.,  N.  i'.  He  removed  to 
lOinoia  in  1845 :  eame  to  La  Oroaae  Oo.  in  1850,  and  settled  in  Lewia  Vall^,  making  him  one  of  the 

earlie-t  settlers  of  the  town  of  I'artningtiin.  He  built  the  first  school  hou.se  and  c.'<tah!i-hcd  the  first  J'ut*. 
day  hchool  in  the  town  of  FariuinL'toti.  He  resided  in  Lewis  Valley  but  three  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Jackson  Co.,  thence  to  Kuu  Claire,  thence  to  North  Pepin,  tbenoa  to  Wabie<ha  Co.,  Minn.,  thenee  to 
Dodge  Co.,  in  that  State.  In  February,  1863,  Mr.  Congdon  met  with  a  aad  misfortune,  while  attempting; 
to  cross  a  stream  in  Bear  Valley,  Wabasha  Co.,  with  a  team  and  sleigh,  the  latter  was  capsiied  by  the 
force  of  the  water,  and  he  and  bis  wife  were  thrown  into  the  !itriam,  and  were  caught  lietween  the  sleigh 
and  a  fence  crossing  the  stream,  in  such  a  manner  that  they  were  unable  to  extricate  themselves,  and  be- 
fore they  conld  i>e  reaeaed,  hia  wife  had  perished,  and  he  had  become  entirely  ezhansted,  bat  f  nally  re- 
vived. He  married  his  .second  wife  in  Dod^c  Co.,  al.^o  his  third  wife.  The  latter  i-s  .«till  living  He  haa 
eight  children — live  sons  utnl  three  dauiihtcrs.  Mr.  Con^^don  returned  to  La  Crosse  Co,,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Onalaska.  Oituhei.  1S7S. 

€HARLK!4  H.  COXKOW,  farmer,  Sec.  32  and  33;  1'  ().  Onahi.ska  ;  w;i.h  horn  in  Hurlin^ton, 
N.  Y.,  June  15,  1815.  Came  to  Wisconsin,  July,  1866,  now  owns  80  acresof  laud  and  ha:>  made  all  the 
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improTementa.  His  wife,  Mary  Salisbury,  was  born  in  Gattanugua  Co.,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  12,  1831 ;  removed  to 
Wyoming  ('o.  at  the  ago  of  1  year  ;  married  Aug.  24,  1854.  They  have  had  -^i-x  children — -l^illia.  born 
Not.  22.  1856;  Mary,  bom  Aug.  24,  1859;  Lnoj,  bora  Deo.  10,  1862;  Charlee,  bora  Feb.  11/1865; 
Glareoee,  bom  Sept.  30,  1870;  u-eorge,  bora  June  11, 1874. 

QEOROE  N.  DUNLAP,  blacksmith.  Onalaska;  was  born  in  Olti  .  Nov.  9,  1844;  removed 
to  (rreen  Co.,  Wis.,  with  hia  parents,  then  to  Onala.ska  in  1868;  b^m  bui^inezis,  June,  1875;  has  junt  &d- 
iehed  a  new  shop,  20x28,  also  a  good  house,  20x24 — two  atones.  Hit  wife,  Emma  Atkinson,  was  bora  at 
On  il  iHkn  Au;„'  0,  1^156;  they  married,  1S74,  and  have  two  duldken — ^Fnderiek,  bora  Maidi  6, 1877; 
infant  dau>:hter,  born  Oct.  16,  18.S0.    A  Republican. 

AIVTOHf  ENfi^BIiSTAD,  proprietorjOflliiyud  adoon,  Onalaska;  wa.s  born  in  Norway  Aug. 
7, 1851 ;  caoM  to  AmerMa,  and  direct  to  Wiieonniit  ia  1865 ;  bc^'an  buniaMP  in  188U.  His  wife,  Anna 
EngeArelaoa,  was  bora  io  Norway ;  came  to  Ameriea  aii  the  age  of  4  yeaia.  Thaj  married,  1871 ;  they 
have  had  four  children — Amelia,  luirn  April  30,  1874;  Qwhaid,  boni  Jolj  12,1876;  Haaaah,  born 
Aug.  20,  1878;  one  unnamed,  born  Jan.  31,  1880. 

JOHM  FAAfi^  ftrmer,  8eo.  27;  P.  0.  Ooahika;  bora  in  Lorraine,  Oermany,  Sept.  16, 1829 ; 
aame  to  Wisconsin  in  1853 ;  settled  at  Milwaukee;  then  to  Onalattka ;  worked  on  the  river  and  in  the 
woods  ;  now  owns  160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  hm  made  all  the  improvements.  Ilis  wife  was  Maggie 
J^alter;  born  in  Germany  in  1844.  They  were  married  in  18.')8;  they  have  eight  children — ^Threaa, 
Eliza,  Koea,  John,  Hearj,  William,  Maggie  and  Josephine;  is  a  Democrat  and  Catholic.  He  has  a  nice 
place  and  good  bara. 

THOMAS  P.  OEA  R,  fanner,  Sec.  3 ;  P.  O.  Onalaska ;  born  in  SomerHct^hire,  Eadand, 
June  3,  1841 ;  oame  to  America  with  hia  parcnte.  Uis  mother  now  resides  in  Lewis  Valley.  His  Mther 
died  b  Wankeaha  Co.,  Wk',  In  1846 ;  came  to  La  Croaae  Oo.  in  1852 ;  now  owna  80  aerca  of  bad ;  made  the 

improvemcnta.  His  first  wife,  Eliza  .T.  Pratt,  was  born  in  Ohio  June  3,  1851  ;  married  in  1866. 
They  had  one  child — Clara  A.,  born  io  1867 ;  died,  1873.  Second  wife,  Margaret  Kerm,  born  in  Boone 
Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  26,  1850;  manied  Jvna  22,  1879.  TImj  had  ooa  child— Haj.  A  RepnbUeaa,  and  a 
Patron  of  llnsbnndry. 

CHAULEf^  A.  GLOVER,  farmer.  Sec.  3;  P.  O.  Onala.ska ;  was  born  in  England  in 
1848;  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1859,  and  came  direct  to  La  Cro8.sc,  where  he 
lived  with  his  parente  until  he  was  14  jeans  of  a^,  when  his  mother  died ;  and,  soon  after,  his  fiuher  re- 
turned to  England,  leaving  him  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  so  he  rented  a  farm  and  worked  the  aanw  one 

year,  after  which  he  worked  for  other  partie:!  until  he  was  17  yean*  oM.  when  In- enlisted  In  Co.  B,  53d 
W.  V.  I.,  and  served  about  six  months,  when,  the  war  being  over,  he  wius  du^charged.  After  the  war, 
Mr.  G.  returaed  to  La  Crosse  Co.  and  worked  on  a  fiurm  one  year,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  80  aeresio 
E«au  Claire  Co.,  and  lived  on  the  same  about  eighteen  months;  then  he  sold  out,  and  jturebased  80  aofes 
of  his  present  furm,  but  ha.s  since  addi-d  tn  it,  so  that  he  now  own.s  200  acn^ ;  has  btH;ii  a  member  of  the 
Town  Board  one  year,  and  is  a  Ilepublicaii  in  politics.  In  1866,  be  was  married  to  Maltha  Franoh, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  French.   Thaj  have  two  children — Martha  E.  and  Qcwge. 

Ar«UST  eRAMi^,  proprietor  of  Moraing  Sur  Mills,  Midway  ;  was  bora  in  Bohemia  July 
24.  1836;  came  to  La  Crii>>^,'  in  IS.")')  ,  riii:a'.:eii  in  business;  then  reinovfd  to  Buffalo  Cn  .  where  he  re- 
mained nine  years ;  then  returaed  to  Onalaska  and  bought  the  mill,  now  valued  at  89,0UU,  in  1876.  His 
wife  was  CSara  Beadell,  bora  In  Bohonia;  married  in  1868.  They  have  dght  ohildven — ^Lena,  Lonie, 
Anna,  Clara,  Aufrust,  Frank,  Alois  and  Emma.    His  parents  died  in  the  old  country. 

liUKE  HALE,  farmer,  Sec.  21  ;  P.  0.  Ouala^ka;  was  born  at  Brandon,  Vt..  July  22,  1831  ; 
learoed  the  trade  of  shoemaker  at  the  age  of  IB  ;  then  removed  to  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  then  to  Ohio,  then 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade;  then  to  Wisconsin  in  1858;  now  owns  240  acres,  and 
made  all  the  improvemente  of  a  ffnod  house  and  bara ;  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  14th  W.  V.  T.,  in  1864;  mastered 
out  at  Madiiitin,  in  1865;  was  at  Kcne.saw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Na.xhvillc,  and  siege  of  Mobile.  Hie  wife, 
Kieka  Simerling,  bora  in  Germany  March  22,  184U ;  married  Oct.  25,  1868.  They  have  live  children — 
FknderiiA,  bora,  1869,  died,  1869 ;  Franklin,  bora  April  1, 1871.  died  Jane,  1871 ;  infiint  aon,  deoeaaad ; 
Anna,  bom  1873;  Gara,  bora  June  29.  1880. 

CHABLES  IIALUEj^OBT,  farmer,  Sec.  1;  P.  O.  Half- Way  Creek;  was  born  in  Sweden 
Jan.  4,  1844;  eame  to  Wi.M■on^iu,  in  1>S52;  enli-sted  in  the  La  Croaae  Light  Ardllery.  1864;  discharged, 
1 865 ;  now  owns  120  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  made  all  the  improvements — a  fine  bara,  42x38, 14< 
f<xit  posts.  His  wife,  Taabell  Brickaon,  was  bora  in  Norway  March  16,  1846 ;  married  1868,  and  they 
have  five  children — Jose[ili  Oscar,  Anna  C,  William  H.,  Theodore  Franklin  and  Allte  B.  In  pofitios, 
R^ublican ;  in  religion,  Lutheran ;  was  Clerk  one  year :  Supervisor,  one  year. 

CO 
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CHARLES  HAIiL  (deoeaaedj,  was  born  at  BrLstol,  Vt.,  Aug.  IG,  1607,  removed  to  Lake 
Couo^,  Ilk,  the  winter  of  1842,  and  to  Wiieonsin  in  1857  ;  lumbering,  and  in  18G0  built  the  shiaclc 
uil) ;  oontiDoed  the  buuDeBs  for  sixteeo  yean ;  sold  out  to  C.  H.  Nichoias  &  Co.  He  died  Jdne  23,  IS77. 
His  wife  was  Permelia  A.  Baldwin,  born  in  Vermont  Nov.  22, 1807  ;  they  were  married  Bfaroh  19,  1827; 
bad  three  children — Guy,  deceased  ;  Citaua,  now  Mrs.  Molton ;  C.  G.,  who  was  bom  July  30,  lS.'i5,  in 
Vermoot;  eame  to  WiaoonnD  1857,  now  fiurmiag  od  Seotiona  5,  6  and  9,  also  owna  town  property  and 
iDterett  in  the  mill.  In  pofittcs,  Rupublioan:  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  P.,  also  a  Mtaon;  has  hdo  the 
office  of  School  Clerk,  .\8se88or  four  years,  TonHtable  one  year. 

PETEB  UANtM^Hr,  farmer,  Section  20 ;  P.  0.  Midway  j  bora  in  Norway  Jane  25, 1815; 
eame  to  La  CroaM  Oo.  1865 ;  now  own*  160  aorea,  with  good  hooae,  32x24,  two  storiaa,  wing  ana  and  a 
half  stories,  1^x24.  Hia  wife,  Paulina  Petorson,  was  born  in  Norway  1850,  married  1868}  lum  thlW 
children — ^Josephina,  Henretta,  Carl.    Has  been  on  Town  Board  and  Pathmuiiter. 

OEOBfi^E  E.  KAWKINS,  farmer,  Seetiona  34  and  35;  P.  O.  Ooalaska;  was  bora  ia 
WaukcHha  Co  ,  Wi.s.,  July  10,  184fi.  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  at  La  Crasse;  eiilbiti  J  in  Co.  B, 
53d  W.  V.  I.,  in  18G5,  discharged  in  I  Si  5 ;  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1855,  now  owns  32t»  aorejs.  on  which  h« 
made  the  iraprovementfl.  His  wife,  Kachael  Kight,  was  born  in  Ohio,  March,  18-t8;  married,  Aug.  4, 
1873.  Tiny  have  two  children— Clifford  A.,  born  Dec.  29,  1870;  Homer,  born  Aul'.  2s.  187S.  A 
member  of  the  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge  at  North  La  Croase,  also  a  Patron  oi  Husbandry,  and  Repub- 
lican. 

O.  B.  HEATH,  farmer,  Section  8;  P.  O.  Midway;  was  born  in  Chaotaaqoa  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nor. 
28,  1833:  removed  to  MoHenry  Co.,  III.,  in  1845,  and  to  Wisconsin  in  1856;  now  owns  200  acres  of 
land,  made  the  improvements,  good  bouse,  two  stories,  18x28.  His  wiR',  Anna  Miller,  was  born  in  Chan* 
tauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1841 :  narriod,  1855.  They  have  six  children— May,  Edwin,  Herbert,  hmj, 
Ethelaa  um  BveHoe.   Has  been  Treararer  and  a  Good  Templar  ;  a  Republican. 

J.  C*  HEWITT,  farmer.  Section  13;  P  ()  I\li>hv;iy  ,  born  in  Canada.  Aug.  19,  1832.  His 
father  and  mother  were.nauvea  of  New  York  j  his  father  died  in  Canada,  in  1834;  his  mother  died  ia 
Pennsylvania,  in  1859.  He  enlisted  in  the  lat  Wis.  Light  Artillcrr,  18C2 ;  discharged,  Jmw  29,  1865; 
aOWOWii.o  -}80  ;ur(  H  ofland,  with  large  house,  barn,  and  other  fini>  iiiiproveuienLs,  all  made  by  hi*  own  in- 
dually ;  ibr  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  he  had  not  a  cent,  and  sawed  wood  for  a  family  to  pay  for  bis 
dinner.  This  wni  ia  1867.  Hb  wife,  Margant  Jane  ShHtii,  ww  born  in  Ohio,  in  1841 ;  married  to 
Jacob  Roe,  who  died  Sept.  2,  1865,  ami  lef>  two  cliildrcn — .Tohn.  deceased  ;  Fred,  now  at  home;  married 
to  Mr.  Hewitt  Sept.  13,  1867  ;  they  have  iive  children — Lottie,  boro  Juno  11,  1868;  Martha,  bom  Jan. 
13,  1870,  died  April  14,  1871 ;  Emma,  horn  Oct.  12,  1872;  Charles  F.,  horn  Feb.  4, 1874;  Hwiy  B.. 
born  July  1.=),  1876;  Mark  Roy,  born  June  14,  1878. 

UlCHABD  HOSfi^iFKLD)  proprietor  of  Nutting  House,  situated  on  Sec.  4;  wa5  born  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  Feb.  2U,  1844,  and  came  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1850 ;  remained  here  two  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Minnesota,  near  Winona,  on  a  farm,  for  thirteen  years;  ho  then  left  home,  and  worked  in 
a  brewery  throe  years,  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  three  years :  he  then 
wont  to  Chicago  in  the  same  business,  and  back  to  La  Crosse  City  and  to  North  La  Crosse  in  the  maiket 
there,  until  1874,  when  he  bought  95  acres  of  land,  and  Uien  in  1880  took  the  hotel.  His  wife  Anoa,a 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Clarinda  Nutting,  was  born  in  Maine,  June  31,  18r>n;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1855; 
her  father  died  in  November,  1875,  and  her  mother  on  .May  17,  1880.  They  were  married  in  May.  1S7'^, 
and  have  four  children — ^Ida,  born  Nor.  1,  1871 ;  Liuie,  born  Jan.  2,  1874  j  Gustavua,  bora  July  10, 
1876;  and  F^nk  Adalbert,  bora  Dee.  11, 1879.  He  ia  a  Democrat  and  Lntheran ;  is  a  member  or  the 
North  T/i  Crns-.f  lod-e  of  the  L  0.  OF,  and  is  Vice  Grand. 

TUEOUOKE  UOUSEB,  farmer,  Sec  27;  P.  O.  Ooalaska;  bora  in  Switierlaod  Feb.  6, 
1846;  came  to  Wiaoonain  in  1851 ;  owna  120  aorea  of  land ;  made  all  the  improrementn,  and  nmde  all  he 
haaanci  li  lamc  to  thi.s  country.  lie  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  3d  W.  V.  I.,  in  1864,  and  was  di.scharsjed  in 
1865;  war-  with  Sherman  through  to  the  sea.  His  wife,  Sophia  Moaa,  was  born  in  Meckleobarg,  Germany, 
Aug.  17,  1849;  thcfy  wore  married  in  1870,  and  hare  Sre  children — Willie,  Goorge,  Rudolph,  Heniy  and 
Sidney.    He  is  now,  in  1881.  Town  Clerk. 

CHRISTIAN  ISfACBENIT,  farmer,  Sec.  27;  P.  O.  Onalaaka;  was  born  in  Switzerlaod. 
Dec.  17,  1828;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1866;  owns  280  acres  of  land,  with  a  good  barn  and  house.  His 
wife,  Margarita  Obeeklen,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  2<t,  1835.  They  were  married  in  1858,  and  have 
ten  children — Christian,  lohn.  Margarita,  Michael.  Ella.  Berthund,  Adolph,  Lizzie,  Frank  and  Henry. 

EKOCIi  KENNEDY,  farmer,  Sec.  30;  P.  O.  Midway ;  was  bora  in  Tompkinit  Co.,  N,  Y.. 
July  30,  1804.   Leaned  the  trade  of  a  blackamith  at  the  age  of  18  j  eame  to  Wiaoonain  in  1840,  aad 


Uigiiized  by  Google 


TOWN  OF  0NALA8KA. 


815 


engagt-d  in  farming  aod  blaeksmitliing  io  (rreenfield,  Milwaukee  Co.,  Wis.;  thcu  came  to  La  CrasiM.*,  and 
kept  the  ho(d  known  aa  the  Washington  House;  they  still  own  the  property,  and  also  500  acres  uf  land, 
with  fine  impTorementa.  His  wif«,  Matilda  Laroon,  was  born  in  Vermont,  mairied  in  New  York,  and  died 
in  1850;  len  eight  children — James  R.,  in  the  army,  from  Kansas ;  John,  now  in  Bfiehigan ;  Eliza  A., 
now  Mrs.  Horn,  in  Waukesha  Co.;  Eunice,  now  .Mrs.  Mi'Phor«on.  in  Calif"  rni  i ,  Lucinda,  now  Mrs. 
Shede,  in  California;  Ksra,  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  17th  W.  V.  I.,  in  idUl,  wa«  di»chargtid  in  1865,  and  when 
he  same  home  he  was  engaged  as  oonduetor  on  the  S.  M.  R.  R.,  and  killed  at  Grand  Meadow,  in  an  aoei- 
dent ;  Charity,  now  Mrs*.  Haton.  in  Nebniska ;  Carolibe.  now  Mrs.  Holli^t  ir.  in  Michigan.  His  second 
wife  was  Catharine  Ferris,  born  in  Germany.  Jan.  7,  ^-4;  came  to  AnuTica  in  1846;  married  to  Mr. 
Sebastinc  in  1H47.  who  was  born  in  Prussiii  in  1820.  and  died  in  1850,  leaving  three  children — Elizabeth, 
now  deceased ;  Angeliue,  now  Mrs.  Ash,  in  La  Crosse;  Peter,  drowned  at  Mound  Prairie,  Minn.,  while 
buldinp  a  bridire  on  the  8.  M.  R.  R.,  July  14,  1876.  Mrs.  Sebastin'^  was  married  to  Mr.  Kennedy  in 
Milwaukee,  in  l^f>2.  and  they  now  have  five  children — Mary,  Oliver,  Kiitic,  Alvinu,s  and  Kmelinc. 

O*  P*  KJOS,  proprietor  of  Uoion  House,  Onalaska;  was  bom  in  Christisnia,  Norwigrt  ^ob.  6, 
1830;  came  to  Ameriea  in  1860,  and  to  Wlaeonrin  in  the  (kU  of  1869,  where  he  liegan  basiness.  His 
wife,  Mary  Markrod.  was  born  in  Norway,  in  lOd,  They  were  married  in  1855;  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren— Jo^ephena  I'olly  Antoua.  born  in  Norway,  June  20,  ls5t),  died  at  Monmouth,  111.,  Aug.  (i,  1861  ; 
Petronelle  Anna  May,  born  Dec.  20,  1857,  now  Mrs.  Johnson;  Hutda  Marinna,  born  Aug.  14,  1859, 
died  at  Monmouth,  111.,  Aug.  •>,  1S(!1  ;  Ida  Hermans,  born  June  8,  18(52;  Josephtna  Pollv  .\tiinna.  born 
May  28,  1865,  at  Chicago;  Hulda  Mary  Ann,  born  Feb.  12,  1867,  died  J  UDc  6,  18G7;  Martliu  \\  u.sli- 
ington,  born  Feb.  22,  1869,  died  at  OniJiiska.  Oct.  2!».  1870  ;  Olive  Mary  Ann,  born  Nov.  28,  1871. 

HEIKIIY  KKIEBS,  isrmer,  Sec.  4;  l\  0.  Onalaska;  was  born  in  Pnissta  Feb.  8,  1819; 
came  to  New  York  Citj  in  1849 ;  worked  at  shoe  malring  twelve  years,  then  removed  to  Wisconsin ;  now 
tiwns  80  ains  of  land;  made  all  the  itnprovcmt  nts.  His  wife,  Ann  M.  Englc  was  horn  in  tlcrmany, 
died  in  the  old  country,  leaving  one  child,  Gertrude,  now  in  La  Crosse  His  second  wife,  Auj^osta  Wiea- 
ser,  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1818,  married  in  1851 ;  they  have  seven  children— >Msr]r,  in  Ln  Crosse; 
Ksite,  in  Onalaska:  John.  .Jennie,  T^ena,  Henry  and  Eliiabeth. 

£ZRA  jH.  LOCK9IAN,  blacksmith  :  P.  O.  Midway;  was  born  in  Canada  Oct.  V.i,  1844; 
esme  to  Wisconsin  in  1845,  settled  near  Besver  l>,uii :  came  to  Li  Crosse  Co.,  eogsf^ed  in  (arming ;  now 
owm  40  seres,  also  town  property.  He  engsged  in  bustness  in  town  in  1866 ;  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  25th 
W.  V.  I.;  was  discharged  in  1865;  was  wounded  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  22,  1864.  His  wife  wss  Eliia 
Larson,  a  native  of  Norway,  bom  .Tune  16,  l>i.")4.  They  were  married  in  1874,  have  one  ehild,  W.  A., 
bom  1878.    lopolitics.  Republican.    Has  be<;o  Constable;  a  member  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 

JOHH  H.  HILIjBR,  millwright  and  retired  fknner.  See.  18;  P.  O.  Hidwsj;  wss  born  in 
.Na-WiU,  .July  S,  1*^2.'^;  came  to  America,  Ajiril  ^{0,  1S4S;  lauded  at  I'hiladi  lphia,  then  to  Northampton 
Co.,  Peuu.,  remained  there  until  April.  18^6,  when  he  came  to  Onalaska,  where  he  built  a  saw-mill  which 
he  sold  to  Uollawsy.  He  then  removed  to  Half- Way  Creek,  and  in  1865  bonghi  the  mill  property  of 
Alfred  Swarthont;  everything  was  wild  and  brush.  He  began  to  improve  and  built  the  mill  in  1866 
and  1867 ;  contains  two  run  of  stone,  and  has  always  done  a  good  bttsiaess.  The  mill  is  30x56;  was  sold 
to  Swarthont  in  1S71.  Hi.s  wife,  Kredricka  Heinill,  wa.s  born  in  Baden,  ."^epi.  2.  1834.  Tbe^marri'd 
in  1853,  have  five  children — Charlie,  deceased ;  i^arah,  Jobo,  J^mnw  and  Matilda. 

M.  CI.  HIOORE*  proprietor  of  the  Onshuka  Brewery  and  Hotel,  was  bom  io  Somerset  Co.,  Me., 
.Fan.  2<i,  H_'!t ;  ranie  to  Wi^iconsin  in  1S53.  He  eii'.::i.;<  .l  in  lumbering,  then  to  La  Cros-^o.  and  fur  a  num- 
ber o("  years  on  Black  River;  in  1  Sti7,  engaged  at  llie  present  bu.siner's.  Hi.s  wife.  .Vmelia  Knechl  is  a 
native  of  Gemsnv-  They  mariied  in  1867,  and  have  one  child,  Frank,  who  was  born  in  1869.  In  poli- 
tics, Democrat.  Has  been  Chsirasn  of  the  Board  and  on  the  Side  Bosrd;  a  member  of  the  A.,  F.  & 
A.  M.  Lo<ke,  A.  0.  U.  W. 

ALBX.  MflBAlfy  Prineipniof  High  School,  Onalaska;  hum  at   Hrooklyn,  N.  V..  Sept.  17, 

1847 ;  oama  to  WiSBonMn  b  1856,  with  his  perenU;  attended  State  Normal  School,  at  River  Falls,  Wis., 
was  there  in  1875  snd  1876,  took  charge  of  the  school  in  this  phwe  in  1878.   His  wifh  was  Tbnsin 

Saundrr-^,  born  at  Green  Bay.  Wi.*..  July  8,  IS.'iS.  Tin  y  w.  r.'  m.irriedin  1878.  Has  been  Town  Clerk, 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  County  Teachers'  .\s&ociatiou,  member  of  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.,  slso  A.  Si  R. 
A.  M.,  sod  member  of  the  La  Crosse  Light  Guards. 

CHARLKS  MOSS,  farmer.  Sec.  21;  P.  O  Onalaska  .  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  25,  1822; 
eauie  to  Wis<'onsin,  I^OU,  now  owns  2l>  acres,  on  which  he  hao  a  tiue  house,  20x16,  win>r  18x20  and  two 
stories.  When  he  came  to  Im  Crosse,  he  had  only  $28.  His  wife.  MtfSlde.  born  in  tiermany,  town  of 
KcitSy  #lane  7,  1828;  married  in  the  .old  oonntiy.   They  have  seven  ehildrea^ophia,  now  Mrs. 
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Houter^  Louin,  now  Mis.  Nisterj  Whilbelm;  Lena,  now  Mn.  Shallerj  Ferdore,  Otto,BBBl.  A  Latb- 

J.  S.  NICHOLS,  millwriu'lit,  Onalaska  ;  was  bora  in  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  7, 1821.  He 
learued  his  trade  in  New  York  State;  went  to  Ohio  in  1844;  to  Wisconsin  in  185G;  engaged  in  build- 
ing A  mill  for  Roi«e,  Boyce,  Melville  &  Co.,  and  wati  one  of  the  company,  which  firm  he  vns  a  member  of 
abont  one  year,  when  be  sold  out.  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  in  1864.  After  being  dis- 
charpod,  he  returned  to  Wisconsin.  Hi.s  wife  was  Olive  C'hidester;  waa  born  in  Chenango  Co  ,  N  Y., 
,Ium'.  18H1.  They  were  married  in  1852.  They  have  three  cliildren — Charles  W.,  Louie  A.  and  Stella 
M.  Member  of  the  lodge  of  I.  0.  0.  F.;  Sohool  Director;  Clerk  and  Treasom  of  Sohoolt.  Wben 
Onalaska  was  a  Tillage,  he  was  one  of  the  Tnnteea.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  H« 
is  a  Republican. 

C  W.  NUTTINtt,  proprietor  of  Charleston  House  and  saloon ;  P.  O.  Midway  ;  was  born  in  Sutn- 
einet  Co.,  Maine.,  Jan.  3,  1839  ;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1865 ;  engaged  in  rafting  and  lambering  on  Blade 
River.  He  built  the  hotel  in  1S7S.  His  wife  was  p  Miiy  Welch  ;  born  in  Walworth  Co..  Wis.,  May 
14,  1850.  They  were  married  July  3,  1870.  They  hu<i  thrpe  children— Adclbort,  born  Feb.  23,  lb72, 
died  Oct.  14,  1880;  Wilhar^bom  April  2,  1875;  Jewett,  born  Nov.  5,  1878.  In  politie.H.  Demoontie: 
in  relurion,  liberal  believer;  now  holds  the  offioe  of  Constable  ;  member  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.  Lodge. 

IVEB  OLIiOBr,  farmer,  8eo.  11  ;  P.  O.  Half- Way  Creek  ;  bom  in  Norway  Mareh  18,  1832; 
canif  to  Wi^ti^nsin,  18G2;  owns  20.')  iu  reH.  on  which  he  has  made  the  improvements,  and  made  all  since 
be  came  to  this  estate.  His  wife  was  Caroline  Johnson,  bom  Oct.  25,  18&0  ;  married  Dec.  17,  1868. 
They  have  six  flbitdmi — Adolpb,  bora  8«p(.  20,  19^  \  Ommt,  bon  Sapi.  8,  1871 ;  0«ocgoB,  bora  Dae. 
1  tK  1 874 ;  Amanda,  born  April  4. 1 877 ;  BUm,  bom  Nor.  8, 1879 ;  Ida,  bora  Fob.  12. 1881.  In  poli- 
tics, Kepubliean  ;  in  religion,  Lutheran. 

JOHN  I.  OLSON,  farmer.  Sec.  10;  Poatmaatar  of  Half- Way  Creek  :  was  born  in  Norway 
March  12,  1849 ;  came  to  Wisconsin,  1872;  now  owns  200  anes,  ou  which  he  bas  made  all  of  the  im- 
provements,  and  made  all  since  he  came  to  this  ooantiy.  His  wife,  Julia  Audersou,  was  bora  in  Wiscoo* 
win  Feb.  1,  1858.  They  married  Nov.  IT,  1879.  Tbaj  have  om  child— Glai»  Botie,  ban  July  29, 
188U.   Appoipted  Poatmaater  April,  1880. 

If  ATBAIflBli  PITTBlfOBII,  fiirmor,  Sec.  23;  P.  0.  Midway;  was  bora  in  Riohhad 
Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  25,  1822;  eame  to  Wisconsin,  1865  ;  now  owns  213  acres  of  improved  land  :  has  house 
16x24,  wing  14x2'! — two  st<)ries ;  also  good  barn.  At  the  age  of  IT,  he  went  and  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  which  he  continued  to  work  at  until  he  came  to  WiscoiiJ^iti.  His  wife,  Ann  Stephcnstin.  w:v» 
bnrn  in  Richliind  Co.,  Ohio,  March  7,  1821  :  married  Nov.  (5,  1845.  They  had  six  children — Alfred, 
hum  O^i.  10.  184(»,  died  July  \'J,  1S(;S  ,  Levi,  born  Au<x.  8,  1848,  died  Aug.  31,  1876;  Abraham,  bora 
Aug.  20,  1851  ;  Samuel,  born  Jan.  3,  1«.')4,  died  July  15.  l^Tii,  Nathaniel,  born  May  31,  1857,  died 
April  24,  18(;o ;  Mary  K,  born  Nov.  2, 1864.  Has  held  the  offioe  of  School  Clerk  and  Direotor;  Super- 
Tiaor,  one  year ;  Chairman  ftrar  yean.    A  member  of  the  lodge  of  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.  at  Ija  Groaw.  Patroa 

of  Hn.sbandr_v.  and  Ciomi  Tcnipliir. 

J.  B.  BAND,  lumberman  and  Deputy  Sheriff,  Ooaladka;  born  in  Brown  Co.,  Va.,  Oct.  2,  1822 : 
emigrated  to  Dane  Oo.,  Wis.,  in  the  spring  of  1848,  and  to  LaOrosae  Co.  in  1852;  has  kept  hotel  at  Ona- 
laska and  ran  an  omnibus  to  La  Crns«c,  which  he  continued  until  1856;  then  in  the  livery  biisin.  !!.*.  Ho 
lost  hi^  arm  in  a  threshing  machine  iit  Sun  Prairie,  Dane  Co.  He  owns  340  acres  of  land  in  La  Croese 
Co.,  also  town  property  of  6  acres.  His  wile  was  Elizjibeth  Latimer,  of  Scotch  descent,  was  bora  bi 
Washington  Ca,  Penn.,  in  1825 ;  married  in  Jackson  Co.,  West  Va.,  in  the  fall  of  1847  ;  thqr  hara  ais 
children — Georaa,  Isabd,  Artemoo,  Martha,  Anna  (twina),  and  Willie  (deceased).  Has  held  the  oAee  of 
Trea.surer  an!  TowD  AateaMW ;  ha*  beoo  SvpcrviMNT;  mepiber  of  I.  O.  0.  F.  Id  idig^  liboral:  poHticB, 
liepablican. 

ALBERT  RANIIALIi,  fintnar,  Seotioa  3;  P.  O.,  Onahaka;  bora  in  OortlaBd  Co..  N.  T., 

May  n.  1S:!1  ;  went  to  Pennsylvania,  and  to  Wiscno-sin  in  183C;  worked  in  the  mill  it  La  Crosse  for 
Coletnan,  two  years;  then  to  Onalaska,  in  the  mill  one  year;  then  to  the  farm;  nuw  .  wti.-.  400  acrea  of 
land,  on  200  acres  of  this  he  has  good  improvements.  His  bouse  was  struck  by  li<:liinin^  and  boned, 
July  9,  1880;  he  now  has  a  fine  new  house,  and  things  in  <^>od  style.  His  wife,  K.ster  M.  White,  was 
born  in  Tioga  Co..  Penn  ,  Sept.  7,  1836;  married,  1855;  they  have  four  children — Charles,  bom  Jan.  31. 
185(;;  Ida,  born  July  Ml,  isd:),  died  Sept.  16, 1865;  WioiiM,  bora  July  28, 1867 ;  Albert  B.,  bon 
April  25,  1872.    Has  been  Supervisor. 

W.  H.  BOBBllffS,  ftxmer;  Seetioo  29,  P.  O.  Midway;  was  bon  in  Brie  Co.,  N.  T.,  Nor. 
2, 1850;  oame  to  WisooDsin  io  1855 ;  now  owoa  80  acrea  of  land,  on  wbioh  he  baa  nade  the  iraprove- 
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m^nti?.  His  wife,  Alice  Wright,  was  born  in  Indiana,  Dec.  28,  1853;  married,  Sept.  14,  1873  :  tin  y 
liavu  twii  children — Emily,  bom  July  2,  1874  ;  Helen  Gertrude,  born  April  1,  1877.  Ha«  been  Clt-rk 
i'nur  years,  und  Wortbj  Chief  Templar  and  SeOKtaiJ  of  tlw lodge  ut  Midway.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  was  killed  Nov.  10,  1879,  by  a  runaway  team  ;  hi^  mother,  Emily,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  died  at  the  age  uf  45,  in  1870,  leaving  a  family  of  five  children.  His  stepmother  was  Sarah  Bemis  ; 
by  their  marriage  they  had  one  child — Francis. 

WlIiLIAM  SAC^EAB,  fanDer,8ectioo  15;  P.O.Midwny;  bora  io  KDOxOo.,Ohio,  JaD.8, 1838; 
oame  to  Wiaconnn,  1857 ;  bought  76  aera,  on  whieb  he  made  the  inprovenients ;  he  nowowna  SMtf  aeiM. 
Enli.stod  in  Co.  D,  Mth  W.  V.  I,  ,  mustered  out  1^05  ,  wns  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Franklin,  Stone 
River.  His  wile,  Maltie  Kennedy,  was  born  in  Norway  Jan.  28,  1835  ;  came  to  America  with  her 
brother  in  1857;  married,  1853;  have  seven  children — ^Thomas,  born  Oct.  7,  1858;  Aletta.  born  March 
22,  1862;  William,  born  May,  17,  1863;  OeoTge,  boTB  Aug.  12, 1866 ;  Viota  and  James,  bom  June  28, 
1871  ;  John,  born  Jan.  28,  1872. 

C«  A.  SAUERf  dealer  in  groceries,  Ontlaska;  was  bom  in  I'nis.slu  Dec.  1,  1835;  came  to 
Amerioa  24ov.  16, 1853 ;  remained  in  New  York  Citj until  Septembvr,  1854,  when  be  went  to  Milwaukee; 
worked  at  his  trade,  which  was  thai  of  a  csbtnet-maker ;  then  to  Iia  Crosse,  March  22,  1855,  in  the  saloon 
business,  until  he  came  tn  Onulsskain  1855,  and  started  the  hotel  .  .suld  o\it  and  went  into  the  ^TtKjery 
business.  His  wife,  Theresa  Kunnel,  a  native  of  Austria,  married  in  1851*,  died  in  187U ;  they  bad  two 
children — Mary,  now  Mrs.  Tompeov,  and  John,  hn  Dakota.  His  second  wife  was  Anna  Schiller,  a  native 
of  Bohemia;  married  July  13,  1874;  they  hud  four  childnn — Jf-'  pli.  l»r)Ily.  Frank  and  Anton.  In 
politics.  Democrat;  in  reli'iion,  Catholic;  on  the  Town  Hoard  two  years,  a'so  Police  Justice  and  I'ath- 
master;  owns  1(>0  acres  id  land  in  Dakota,  180  in  Wisconsin  and  town  property. 

PUII^IP  SEfiBUByEB,  farmer.  Sec  30;  P.  O.  Midway  ;  was  born  In  Baden,  Germany, 
March  11, 1830;  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  to  La  Crosse  County  in  1858;  now  owns  2(j0  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  ha.s  made  improvement.-< ;  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  17th  W.  V.  I.,  in  1865 ;  discharged,  1865. 
His  wife,  Agnes  Felix,  was  bom  in  Switzerland  Maroh  d,  1826;  married,  1858.  Thev  have  two  chii- 
dren— Willkm  and  R^na.    Has  been  Treasurer  of  Schools  and  Supervisor.    Member  of  I.  O.  O.  P. 

THOXAS  B.  SHOVE,  proprietor  of  liv.  i-y.  sale  and  ferd  stahlr.  OtKiInska  ;  was  born  at 
Oneonta.  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  :i.  1S;;7.    He  enlisted  in  ('<).  I,  I21si  N.  V.  \  .  I  .  mustered  out  Jan. 

13.  1803;  wa.s  engaged  at  .'^outh  Mountain,  Anticlam  and  I'redericksburg.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the 
spring  of  1868,  worked  by  the  day  for  about  twelve  years,  then,  in  .August,  1880,  he  bought  out  .Mr.  Mar- 
tin in  the  livery  business  His  wife,  H.  A.  Boardmau,  a  native  of  Oneonta,  Ot*ego  Co..  N.  V.,  wa.s  born 
May,  18;^7.  They  married  I'cbruary.  1856;  they  have  fcix  children — Clara,  now  Mm.  Hand;  Benjamin, 
Nellie,  now  Mrs.  Merill;  Frederick,  Mary  and  Florence.'  Has  been  Marshal  and  member  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance. 

A.  W.  S^IITII,  f  urii.  I       .•    I  .  I'.  ().  Half- Way  Crc  k  ;  was  bom  in  Somerset  Co.,  Me..  July 

14,  1848.  He  came  to  WLscunHiu  in  18t>7  ;  now  own^  12(1  acres  uf  land,  and  has  made  most  of  the  im- 
proveraentri.    His  wife  was  bom  in  Saxony  Nov,  30,  1855;  camo  to  America  in  1856;  married,  1875. 

TII09IAK  SMITH  deeea.«cd  i^wns  bom  at  Chuteauiray,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y..  April  1,  18:U. 
Emigrated  when  1  year  old  to  Illinois,  near  Chii^auo,  then  to  I^ake  Co.,  111.,  where  he  resided  until  man- 
hood, when  they  came  to  Wisconsin  in  IH.'C  m  i  jix-ated  land  and  began  farming;  they  also  built  a  log 
(av«m  on  See.  10,  wbieb  his  father  continued  to  keep  for  a  Dumber  of  vears ;  they  then  built  a  new  part, 
his  fkther  removed  to  Salem,  and  Thomas  took  chnr^  of  the  hotel  until  Jan.  17,  1878.   They  now  own 

300  acres,  nioely  improved.  He  was  Ck-rk  of  Sehool,  Ass«'ssor,  and  Justiee  (d"  the  Peace;  also  Postmaster 
at  Half-Way  Creek  a  number  of  years.  His  wife.  Mary  Hodge,  was  bora  in  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
1, 1836 ;  married,  1857.  They  have  had  fbnr  ehOdren — Jennie,  bom  Jan.  20, 1858 ;  Casper,  bom  April 
1,  1860;  Alvie.  bom  .Nov.  21,  1861;  ?:ila,  bom  Mareh  17,  186 1. 

O.  M.  $K>LBER<]},  farmer,  See.  20;  P.  O.  .Midway;  born  in  Norway.  June  12.  17139.  Kirst 
came  to  La  Croeso  and  remained  three  years,  then  bought  16o  acres  of  land,  and  ha-<  improved  it  with  a 
fine  house  and  barns.  His  wife,  Mary  .\nderson,  was  boru  in  Norway  Aug.  20,  18U3;  they  married  in 
1827,  and  have  five  children — Otillia  Julia  .Vnn,  Henry,  B.  X.  ().,  now  residing  in  Norway  J  Charles  B. 
ID  La  Crossi-  Citv  m  i  A;in  li  i  llrlena.    Has  been  Supervisor. 

FAYETTE  F.  SiPBAQlJE,  deceased;  was  born  in  Uopkinton,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y..Jan. 
1, 1828;  studied  medicine  with  his  fkther,  and  graduated  at  the  Medical  Collefse,  Castleton,  Vt.,  June  18, 
1845  ;  practiced  in  Now  York  twenty-one  years,  then  removed  to  Waukcgan,  111.,  where  he  remained  seven 
years;  then  to  Oualaska,  Wis.,  in  1873.  He  died  May  8,  1876, and  was  buried  in  Hopkinion,  N.  Y.  His 
wife  was  8anh  A.  Brown,  who  was  bom  in  St.  Lawreooe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oet.  18, 1828.  They  wen  nanied 
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March  1857;  had  one  chiM^Mariiih  Orrettn,  h.>rn  in  New  York.  Nov.  29,  185S.  died  March  2. 
1875,  at  Onalaska,  and  buried  lu  lIo|ikintoii.  N.  Y.  Mr.  Spra^ue  was  a  man  that  was  interested  in  the 
welfiupe  of  the  town ;  •  member  of  the  Good  Tenipl:ir.s,  a  oluffltabie  Christian  man,  and  beloved  by  all 
(how  with  whom  he  was  acquainted.  Mn.  Sprajnie's  father  was  a  nadve  of  Vermont,  bom  25, 
1800,  died  in  New  Tork,  Aug.  12, 1851.  Hia  wife  was  bom  in  Vermont,  Feb.  6, 1806;  they  wen  vm- 
ried  in  1826,  ud  by  the  memaga  there  ware  four  ohildreD.  She  now  leridei  with  her  daughter  i>  Oni' 
laeka 

€.     STOCK  WRIjL,  Principal  of  Sohooli  orOnaladka,  La  Croese  Co. ;  bom  at  Kenoekee,  St. 

Clair  C...  Mich..  Fth.  II,  IS  15.  (Jraduat.d  at  the  High  Schoi.l  in  the  citjof  Port  Huron.  Mirh.,  in  1S61 . 
taught  school  wintcra,  and  worked  ai  a  sailor  oa  the  Great  Lakes,  summers,  until  be  was  married,  in  1868, 
eftw  wbieh  he  gave  his  whole  time  to  teeehinpf.   In  the  winter  oP  1875-76,  while  aeting:  as  Prineipa]  of  the 

Union  School,  at  Hadlcy.  Mich  ,  ami  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  th:i;  r  nsinty,  hi.s  health  failed,  and  h.- 
was  compelled  to  resign,  and  seek  a  change  of  climate.  After  spending  the  summer  in  Colorado,  he  came 
to  Onalaska,  and  took  charge  of  the  sehool  thwe,  in  September,  1876;  be  remained  Prineipal  of  theOna- 
la.«ka  School  until  the  .'^prinj;  of  IST*^,  when  he  WSB  appointed  County  Superintondont  of  Schoolfi.  to  which 
position  he  has  since  been  twice  re-elected.  lie  ia  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  a  R.  .\.  M., 
is  P.  (i.  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  belongs  to  the  S.  of  T.,  I.  O.  G.  T.  and  T.  of  H.  ;  was  Census  Enamert- 
tor  fur  the  town  and  villaire  of  Onnlaska;  ha^i  held  nearly  id!  the  town  ofiiees  i  ill  with  the  exception  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Treasurer  i,  and  was  Pre.sident  of  the  village  of  Onala^ku  His  wife,  Mary  A  , 
was  bora  in  Gloucestcrghirc,  Kngland.  March  25,  lS4t,  an<l  came  to  America  in  1852.  They  were  mar- 
ried April  11,  18G8;  their  children  are  AM  K..  horn  .July  25,  1809.  died  Feb.  3,  1870;  Cyms  D.. 
bora  Oct.  17,  1870;  Charlotte'  T..  born  July  14,  1872;  Israel  M  .born  Jan.  30.  1874  ;  Mary  Grace, bom 
Oct.  IR.  1875;  Thomas  C  ,  born  JiUM  16,  1878;  Martha  K.,  born  Jan.  :^1,  1880. 

DA  IV I  EL  MTRAL'S!^,  proprietor  of  the  Onalaska  House;  bora  at  Wurtembc^,  Gemuaj, 
Feb.  8,  1830 ;  came  to  Attierifa  in  1851 ;  worked  in  a  saw-mill  in  Ijawrence  Co.,  Penn.,  wbieh  faeientM 
until  18.'j7,  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  w;ls  in  the  mill  at  New  Amsterdam.  Wis.,  and  then  went  to 
La  Cro8se.  In  1871,  he  built  tbo  hotel,  and  has  a  fine  place;  also  owns  40  acres  of  Sum  land  in  Sec.  4, 
and  town  property.  His  wifb,  Anna  Baneh.  was  bora  at  Banner,  Anstria.  They  married  in  1864;  ihe 
died  in  1873,  leaving  five  cliililri  n  -Oharlic,  Aiiti.i.  Bertha,  and  J<  .seph  and  Mary,  d.  r,  a.«ed. 

DSLm  J»  £•  i^UTTlK)  physician  and  surgeon,  Onalaska ;  was  burn  in  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mith., 
Sept  17, 1850.  He  attended  roedical  sehoo!  at  Detroit.  Mieh.,  in  1878-74-75 ;  then  went  to  Nebiaiks, 
and  returned  to  Ona1a.ska  in  1*77.     Ho  owns  town  property  ;  in  politics  is  Repiihli>  ui. 

W.  A.  SWKET,  wagou-maker  and  wheelwright,  Midway;  was  born  in  Walworth  Co.,  Wis . 
Dec.  18,  1842  ;  his  parents  were  natives  of  New  Tork.  When  he  was  two  years  of  age  he  went  to  Sfc 
with  an  uncle;  he  learned  hi.s  trade  in  Oshkosh  ;  etilisted  in  Co.  B,  I4th  W.  V.  I.,  18»)1  :  mnstere*!  oat 
Oct.  1>,  I8rt5.  .\fter  coming  out  of  the  army,  he  remained  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  one  year,  then  n  turnci  i-j 
Oshkosh,  Wis.,  then  to  La  Crosse  in  186*J;  worked  for  Smith  ft  Mirrill,  removed  to  Midway  in  ISSfl, 
now  doing  a  fine  bu-siness.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Van  Owen,  was  a  native  of  Holland,  who  died  April. 
1872  ;  they  had  one  child — Charles.  His  sccmikI  wife,  l/ittie  Shafer.  wa.s  a  native  of  Wwconsin,  h<>rn  at 
Sparta,  and  married  in  187();  no  childten.    A  nn  inlu  r  of  the  Sons  of  Tempera m  ,., 

W.  SS.  TAYLOR,  farmer,  Section  23;  P.  0.  Midway;  was  born  in  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec. 
10,  1820 ;  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  where  he  remained  ten  years;  then  to  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
he  engagi>d  in  the  manufactory  of  paper  at  what  was  known  SS  the  Clinton  Mills ;  was  there  twenty  tive 
fears ;  then  to  GalHpolis.  Ohio,  as  snperintendent  uf  the  paper-mills,  there  eight  jean.  Hetben  eo^iged 
in  preaehingas  aM  E.  Methodist,  and  remained  in  that  Conference  ten  years.  He  then  entisted  in  Co.  I. 
36th  O.  V.  [.,  wa.s  Captain  of  the  company;  he  then  resigned,  and  was  elected  Chaplain  of  the  r<  .itcfnt 
until  1862  i  he  then  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  engpffed  in  farming,  now  owns  145  acres  of  good  land,  well 
improved.  Has  preached  for  the  charge  of  Btadc  River  Falls,  and  other  plaoes  in  this  vieinity ;  lias  hdd 
the  oflScf  of  Schnol  Clerk  several  times,  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  twn  terms.  His  wife  ws- 
Mary  A.  Hood,  who  was  bora  in  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  April  10,  1820;  married  March  10,  1841;  the; 
have  an  adopted  son — Berthal,  bom  Aug.  26,  1867.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the  army,  Mr.  Taylw 
ag:iin  enlisted  in  thi  7)'2t]  W.  Y.  T..  as  private,  and  l»v  the  wi^h  of  the  hoys  he  was  cho>*en  Chaplain,  hut 
did  not  till  the  place ,  he  was  then  made  Sergeant  Major  of  the  regiment,  and  served  until  the  cii^  of 
the  war. 

JS.  TIIARRSIIX.  rinii.T.  Section  2;   P.  0.  Half-Way  Creek;  horn  in  Sweden  An-.ni^t.  1-:^! 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1854  ;  now  owns  120  acres,  well  improved,  with  good  house  and  bam.    Hi*  wift. 
Martha  M.  Oleaon,  was  born  in  Norway,  October,.  1843;  carae  to  AoMriea,  1867;  married,  1868;  th^have 
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five  children —Charles  L.,  Joseph  T.,  Alfred  B.,  Ilulda  S  ,  ?.-lna  P.  Hjls  been  School  Clerk  ;  a  Bspob- 
licaD  and  Lutheian ;  he  «olwtdd  ia  the  La  Croaae  Lisht  Artillerj  in  1864,  was  diaobai^ed  1865. 

THOMAS  TOHPSOlf,  of  the  firm  of  Bailey  k  Oo.,  Onehufai;  bora  at  f^lemarke,  Norway, 

Jan.  7,  1852  ;  caruc  to  Americ:i  in  18(57;  settled  at  La  Crosse,  and  clerked  at  Mutis  Aiidi'rHon\'<,  where  he 
remained  eigbtrearB :  then  to  Oaalaaka.  clerked  for  Mr.  Baiiej  two  years ;  then  engaged  in  buaineas  with 
Mr.  Bailey.  His  wife,  Mary  8att«r,  was  bora  in  OnaliBlca,  Hay,  1859.  They  aaiTied  Jan.  26,  1879 ; 
they  have  one  child — Richard  Bailey,  born  Dec.  5,  1880.     A  menjber  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

PAUL  YAIV  fjOONy  dealer  in  general  stock,  and  P'^atmaater,  Midway;  bora  ia  Holland 
May  6,  1849 ;  came  to  Amerioa;  settled  in  town  of  Hollaod,  La  CroMO  Co. ;  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  8th  W. 
V.  I.,  18<'4.  discharged,  li^fin  ,  en;_'at,'ed  in  hnsiness  at  oew  Amsterdam;  then  to  Midway,  Aagu.<3t,  1880; 
has  a  fine  .stock  of  go<>d.-j,  and  doing  a  fine  business.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1880.  Hi.s  wife 
was  Sarah  Gillette,  who  was  born  in  Wiaconsin  in  18G0.  They  were  married  in  1875,  and  have  three 
children — William,  born,  1876;  Albertue,  1878;  Walter,  1S80.  In  politics,  Republican;  in  religion, 
Lutheran.  A  member  of  the  A.,  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodire,  and  I.  O.  0.  F.  Mr.  Van  Loon  attended  school 
at  Janesvillr.  Wi.i  ,  in  1875  at  the  Commercial  College. 

MICUOJLAS  WALL,  fiurmer,  Sec.  1 ;  P.  0.  Half- Way  Creek ;  was  born  in  Sweden  March 
13,  1827;  came  to  Wisconsin,  1852;  owns  3(j0  acres  of  land,  on  which  ho  has  made  all  the  improve- 
ments; enlisted  in  Co.  I,  44th  W.  V.  I.,  1865,  and  discharged,  1865.  His  wife,  Hattie  Halgeson,  was 
born  in  Sweden  Dec.  S,  1834.  They  mained  in  1855,  and  have  nine  children — ^Emily  A.,  Hiimea,  Carl 
Phillip,  Anna  L.,  Agnetia  I.,  Julia  L.,  EdM  0.,  Salna  and  Joseph  E. ;  has  been  Sebool  Okrk  and  ]K> 
neUir,  Sapevrisor  aM  Jnstioe  of  the  Peaoe. 
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VICTOR  SL  ADASIS,  Salem;  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1816.  He  removed,  with  his 
parents,  Origen  and  Anna  Adams,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  1821.  He  traveled  through  Iowa  in  1839. 
In  June,  1843,  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  resided  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  near  Racine,  where  he  made  him  a  home, 
and  was  married  to  Ksther  H.  Carrington.  lu  1844,  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Beaver  Dam,  Dodge  Co., 
where  he  lived  thret?  years.  His  wife  being  in  poor  health,  he  went  South,  hoping  she  might  be  improved 
by  a  milder  climate;  thence  to  Ohio,  where  his  wife  died,  Dec.  31,  1846.  He  returned  to  Beaver  Dam, 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  was  also  County  Surveyor  for  two  years ;  he  removed  from 
Dodge  Co.  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  May,  1853,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Burns;  he  resided  in  the  town  of 
Buros,  Sec.  19,  about  two  yean;  he  then  located  in  the  town  of  Neebonoc,  now  the  town  of  Hamilton. 
Mr.  Adams  assbted  in  the  organintion  of  the  town  of  Bnras,  and  was  Ohamnan  of  the  Town  Board  of 
Na^honoc  for  three  years.  In  the  fill  of  185'J.  havitiu'  been  eleeted  Register  of  Deeds  for  La  Crosse  Co., 
he  removed  to  the  city  of  La  Croeee;  he  served  as  Raster  of  Deeds  from  January,  1860,  to  Janvaiy, 
1862,  and  again,  IVon  January,  1 864,  to  January,  1 866.  Duri  ng  1 862  and  1 863,  he  had  obarge  of  a  ieny- 
boat  which  plied  between  La  Crosse  and  the  Minnesota  side  nf  t lie  river.  His  second  wife  was  Elisa ,  si-ster 
of  his  former  wife;  she  died  at  La  Crosse,  Dec-ember,  185U.  His  present  wife  was  Mattie  P.  Vincent,  a 
sister  of  James  Vinoeot,  of  La  Croase.  In  April,  1866,  he  removed  to  West  Salem,  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  and  grocery  business  with  William  Van  Zaiidt  ;  afterward  his  partner  wa.s  Mr,  ('.  C.  Palmer,  the 
firm  then  being  Adams  I'almer;  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  in  1874.  Mr.  .\daiii.s  wxs  one  of  the  Com- 
missionen  eleetad  to  Imild  the  court  house  at  La  Crosse.  He  has  always  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  interest  and  progress  of  La  Crussi'  Co.  He  had  seven  children  by  his  first  wife,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  two  daughters  still  living — Aiitia  Kmoireni',  now  .Mrs.  W.  A.  Houghton,  rtaideii  in  Mexico,  Mo.; 
Kate  E.,  who  resides  with  her  sister     H  i-^  iti,  s  ui  by  present  wife — Victor  O. 

WALnO  AND  WILLIAH  €.  ALLEN,  »oos  of  James  Allen;  reside  on  Sec.  16,  West 
Salem.  Mr.  James  Allen  was  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  he  came  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, from  Massachusetts,  about  1850;  he  came  to  L.a  Crosse  Co.  two  or  three  years  later.  He  was 
married  to  Maiia  Serviss,  who  came  from  Canada  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  in  1852  j  they  bad  five  children,  only 
two  of  whom,  Waldo  and  Willkm,  are  Kvfng.  Waldo  was  bora  on  the  homestead,  where  he  now  lives,  in 
185(3 ;  was  married  to  Sylvia  Hill ;  they  have  one  child  —  Mabel.  William  C.  wxs  aiso  born  on  the  home- 
Stead,  Feb.  21, 1862.  The  father  died  in  the  spring  of  1872,  the  mother  in  1878.  Farm  contuns  178 
acres. 
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820  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES: 

DANIEL  BAOOM,  ftnn«r,  See.  4;  P.  0.  Weit  Salem ;  born  in  Warran  Go..  N.  T.,  b  1818; 

he  came  to  Wiw^onsin.  June  1.  1850,  and  settled  i  n  his  j.reient  farm  July  of  that  year,  making  him  OM 
of  the  very  eariieMt  settlers  of  La  Crosse  Co.  He  was  married  io  New  York,  tu  Mary  A.  Suntoo;  ihe 
di«d  Jaonary,  1852;  hia  present  wife  was  Miss  Jaoe  B.  Flood;  hu  fimrehildren  by  first  marriage — ABet, 
nnw  Mrs.  Kdward  KIwell ;  Edjrar  I).,  WiHiiiru  G.  and  Ledrue  R;  lost  two  children  ;  h:i.s  luid  four  children 
by  present  wife,  thnc  of  whom  an'  living— Julia,  Florence  aod  Lisxie.  Id  the  fall  of  1852.  Mr.  Bacoo 
went  to  the  city  of  La  Cros-e.  am!  (•n;L'a<;ed  in  the  nMNMitile  bluinea;  was  banied  ont  in  18S7;  l» 
returned  to  Itis  t'mn  iu  tiie  sprinp  of  IBol*. 

ROBEKT  BAKKKK,  taxidermwt,  Sec.  2:1;  P.  O.  West  Salem.  Mr.  Hark.-r  was  bori.  >o 
Yorkshire,  J&tf^and,  Jan.  1.  IHlli.  He  was  married  in  Kiigland,  to  Emily  Ram.sey.  aL^^u  born  in  Y'ork- 
shire.  Thcycnme  to  the  llniti^d  States  in  1852,  and  settled  ia  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Rarktr  cnea^red 
in  the  humncsa  of  oabinet-muking ;  removed  from  Janesville  to  Monroe  Co.,  whore  h"  wa.s  i  n^a;;ed  io 
farming.  .Mr.  Barker  is  a  skillful  taxidermist,  which  business  he  learucd  in  Englaml ;  thi^  ocvupatioo  he 
has  followed,  mora  or  leas,  siiioe  ho  eane  to  AmericA ;  liie  son,  Frederick  A.,  has  also  learned  the  btutoeas ; 
tliey  have  at  their  hone  a  fine  eoHeetion  of  rare  and  beantiflil  birds,  prepared  so  skiflflilly  that  they  cksely 
rcHemble  the  lif  -  a{i|H  araiu  F  '1  i  birds.  Mr.  and  .Mr.^.  Barker  have  eight  childn  n — John  R.,  Peter  R., 
Robert,  Looise ;  Emily,  now  Mrs.  A.  J.  Sturdevant;  Henry  W.,  Fredericks  aod  Fraaoi«  C.  The  two 
oldcat  aoDB,  John  R.  and  Petor  B.,  won  io  (he  Union  Army  during  the  reheUion ;  John  B.  eafiated  to 
the  Bth  W  V  I ,  and  .served  till  the  oloae  of  the  War;  Peter  was  in  Oo.  A»  3d  W.  V.  0. ;  he  WMWouded, 
but  served  till  dose  of  the  war. 

HIBAX  F.  B01iIiBj#,  farmer,  See.  26;  P.  O.  West  Salem.  Mr.  Holies  was  horn  in  Coos 
Cti  ,  N.  H.,  January,  1S3S;  hp  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents,  Ira  unrl  Alii.Mil  Bo!le,«!.  in  l^.iC.who 
.Staled  in  Sauk  Co. ;  parentis  returned  to  New  Hampshire,  where  his  father  died.  Mr.  H.  F.  Uolles  lived 
in  Sauk  Co.  one  year,  when  he  went  to  Faribault  Co.,  Minn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fhrming  two  yean; 
he  then  returnwl  to  Wisconsin,  and  l<i(  at«  d  in  Junciu  Co.  ;  he  settled  on  his  prc'^ent  farm.  .lune,  ISHO, 
which  he  purchased  of  the  heirs  of  William  K.  Bartholomew;  Mr.  Bartholomew  wa.s  the  original  settler 
of  thin  farm.  Mr.  BoUea  waa  married  to  .Mary  Giliillan,  daughter  of  Jaotea  and  .Maria  Qilfillan  ;  she  v&i 
born  in  Vermont;  her  parents  settled  in  Dodire  Co  ,  Win.,  in  istS,  and  came  to  Ln  Crosse  Co  in  ls"i.>| 
they  are  now  livinir  in  West  Salem.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bjlka  have  two  8on.s — Frank  I.  and  Fred  !*  Farai 
contains  247  aci  i  >  Mr  Bollcs  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  for  some  lime,  asoarpen;  r  turiog 
the  rebellion ;  his  location  during  tiiia  time  waa  Nashville,  Teoo.  He  and  his  wife  am  meuiben  of  Um 
Second  Advent  Church. 

JOII\  BR^IOK^i,      th<'  firm  of  Brooks  &  Weingarteo,  proprietors  of  meat  market.  Wt« 
Salem.    Mr.  Brooks  is  the  son  of  William  Henry  Brooks,  who  oame  to  La  Croaae  Co.  from  the  2i(aie  of 
New  York,  at  an  early  day.    In  1867,  he  came  to  West  Salem,  where  he  now  lives.   John  was  bom  ia 

town  of  Campbell,  July,  IS.^t.  Parents  had  >ix  children — two  sons  and  four  daiiL'hters,  all  horn  iu  I.a 
Croese  Co.,  except  the  oldest,  Nellie.   Mr.  John  Brooks  engaged  in  his  present  business,  September, 

BET.  J.  €.  GAIiDWBIiL,  Ptator  of  the  Pnasbyterian  Chnreh,  West  Salem;  bora 
in  Kentucky,  .July  10.  1><22.  (Jraduated  at  Hanover  College,  luar  Madison,  Indiana.  1.S48.  Took 
his  theological  course  at  Prinoeton,  jN.  J.  Began  the  miuistry  at  Shelby ville,  io  185U  ;  located  at  Still- 
water, Minn.,  in  1856,  and  at  Blaek  Bifer  Fblb,  Wis.,  n  1869 ;  oame  to  West  Sabm  in  Deeamber,  1870. 
His  wife  was  .Mi.ss  Kliza  A.  Green,  danghter  4^  Jonathan  Qreen.  They  have  three  ehiUran — ^Linie  G., 
Sarah  Louise  and  John  A. 

RBV.  ANj^OX  CLABK,  Paator  of  the  Congregational  Church.  West  Salem;  bom  io  \\e«t 
Hampton,  Hatnpsliire  Co..  >las<..  in  lSi2,  He  was  orlucated  at  NVillianis  Colli'f;e,  when>  h-'  'jra  l  iat'^l  in 
1845.  He  took  a  iheoloj^ifal  ecturse  at  Andover  Theolusical  Seminary,  where  he  graduate*]  in 
Heeame  to  Wisconsin  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  preached  in  the  vicinity  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  for  seven 
years.  For  the  next  eleven  and  a  half  years,  in  Washinirton  Co.  He  came  to  West  Salem  in  1867 ;  he 
was  mnrrierl  in  1852,  in  Connecticut,  to  Mary  L,  Hooker,  born  in  Fairfield  Co..  daughter  of  Edward  ^^. 
Hooker  1 1- r  father  died  at  Fort  Atkinson,  in  1878.  Mr.  and  Mis.  Clark  have  four  children.  The 
eldest,  Edward  H.,  graduated  at  Williams  College,  in  1878,  now  engaged  in  teaching;  their  second  too, 
Cornelius  E.,  graduated  at  the  same  college,  in  1879 ;  Calvin  M.  is  now  a  student  at  Uiat  inatitation ; 
Anson  H.,  their  youngest  son,  is  at  home.    They  have  lost  three  children. 

JOHN  ti.  CLARK)  merchant,  dealer  in  dry  goods,  notions  and  fancy  goods,  WeetSaleai; 
bom  in  the  town  of  Rupert,  Bennington  Co.,  Vermont,  in  1  §31.  He  came  to  the  City  of  La  GroaM,  in  165S, 
tbenoe  to  Mantorville,  Dodge  C(».,  Minn,,  where  he  wa.s  engaged  in  the  rncn-antile  trade  about  two  ye«r>. 
He  then  retomed  to  La  Croese,  whore  he  engaged  as  clerk  for  B.  W.  Kimball,  afterward  for  W.  B.  lians^ 
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come.  Came  to  West  Salem  in  1S61,  and  eng^[ed  in  (ho  meroaotUe  bminoat.  His  wife  waa  Lamjra  Loot, 
daughter  of  Georj^e  Ia^<h.    The  have  one  dau^tor,  Mary  J. 

JOHN  31.  COBUBBT,  farmer,  Sec.  8;  P.  O.  West  Salem ;  born  in  the  town  of  8tOCi(1>ridgo, 

Madison  On  ,  N.  V.,  Feb.  1(1.  IHiil.  llh  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticat.  Mr.  Coburn  came  to  W\<*- 
OODiiin,  April,  1854.  He  lefl  New  York  with  the  intention  of  locating  near  Cedar  RapidH,  Iowa.  Ho 
went  to  Rook  I^laiul.  from  thence  to  Davenport,  traveled  some  throogb  the  State  of  Iowa,  but  not  being 
as  veil  pleased  with  the  oouotry  as  he  aotioipated,  he  decided  to  go  north  into  Mioneaota.  On  reaching 
the  dty  of  La  CiMse,  he  waa  induoed  to  visit  the  La  Crane  Valley,  before  twttliog  elsewhere.  Being 
ploiMawitl-  tin-  country,  he  deciileil  to  locate  and  siettle  where  he  now  live^.  His  hrothor-in-l;iw,  Mr  Han- 
ney,  necompanied  him  on  this  trip.  He  was  married,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  Nancy  Qiraukenbusb. 
She  died  April  22,  1H80  ;  ha:t  Hve  ohildren,  four  son^^  and  one  daughter — Charles  M.,  Frank  P.,  Fred  M.. 
Hnraw  (i.  ami  Hattio  K.  He  fir.-*t  purcbiused.  with  Mr.  Ranney,  10t»  acre.s ;  has  now  about  400  adWWitb 
good  iuiiirovemeiits ;  lias  a  tine  brick  residence  built  in  187G.    Is  eopij,'eJ  in  general  farmin<;. 

HARVEY  DICKINSON,  gardener.  Sec.  3  ;  P.  O,  Salem  ;  born  in  Wcathersfiel^L  Conn.,  in 
1825 ;  came  to  La  Croaae  Co.  in  the  spring  of  1858  and  settled  in  Sec  17.  where  he  porobased  a  farm 
and  resided  six  years.  Settled  where  hi^ntnr  Uvea  in  1864.  Rii  wife  was  Mhs  Cordelia  Adams,  bom  in 
Weathen^field.  Conn. 

WIIiLIAn  I*.  DUDLEY,  fsnnor,  Sec  9;  P.  O.  West  Salem ;  bora  at  Guilford,  New  Uavea 
Co.,  Conn.  He  eameto  the  dty  of  La  Crone,  Ifovemher,  1856.  He  eameinto  La  Croese  Valley  the  ioUow- 

inp  spring;;  returned  to  Conmificut  in  April,  but  cam"  hack  in  July,  of  that  year,  and  bought  where  he 
niiw  lives.  Ue  brought  out  lii>  family  in  Oetolicr  lullnwing;  bought  bi^  first  2(10  acres  of  Mr.  Lindley 
Murray,  whidl  he  afterward  iiaTcisi  d  u>  .')<)(»  acre».  His  wife  was  Mis.-*  I'hebe  Ive.s,  burn  in  New  Haven 
Co.  They  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters — Carrie  (now  Mrs.  Aldrich),  Waller  W.,  Wilber  L  and  Jen- 
nie L.  ( now  Mrs.  Henry  D.  Griswold).  Mr.  Dudley  h  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  eariy  seltlen  of 
the  La  Crosse  Valley.  He  huH  alway.s  been  prominently  identified  both  with  chtuoh  and  odnontional  in- 
terests.   He  is  a  leading  member  of  the  CongregaUooal  Church  at  West  Salem. 

BDWABD  F.  BDWARD9,  Ihrmer,  See.  27 ;  P.  O.  West  Salem;  bom  in  Chenango  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1H22.  Ho  came  to  Waiwortli  Co..  Wis.,  in  May,  1S42,  where  he  lived  ten  years.  He  came  to 
I^i  rrus.se  Co.  in  May.  18.')2,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  Mr.  Milton  Barlow,  of  I^a  Crof^-se.  Mr. 
Edwards  wa*  the  iirsi  Postmaster  of  this  section  of  the  country  ;  was  apptointed  in  the  tall  of  1s.'i2.  He 
has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  twenty-two  years.  He  a  brother  of  Mr.  George  Edwards,  of  the  city 
of  L.1  Crosse.  His  wife  was  Ahuira  Carver,  daughter  of  Au.stin  Carver,  of  Walworth  Co.  They  have 
one  sou — Jo8<jph  A.,  who  married  Maria  Dickinson,  daughter  of  William  L.  Dickinson,  of  La  Crosse. 

A«  1«JLDBED»  farmw;  P.  O.Salem:  born  in  Ot«^  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1818 i  oame  to  Wisoonsin  in 
18&0,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  the  dty  of  La  Crosse,  where  he  lived  ml  1854,  when  he  came  to  Salem, 

being  oni'  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  the  village  now  iivins;.  Ho  lost  his  'ir^t  wif'  in  Miclii„'an.  His 
second  wife  waa  Catharine  Veits,  daughter  of  Byron  N'eits,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  tiie  town  of 
Hamilton.  She  died  September,  1877;  has  three  children  by  seeond  marriage — William,  who  resides  in 
Snlem;  Millie  (now  Mrs.  Howci  and  Milton.  Mr.  Eldnxl  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  La  Cnwe  Co.;  elect- 
ed in  1851.  and  served  two  years  ;  also  .served  as  Deputy  .*>beritt  for  some  lime,  and  hius  held  various  town 
offices. 

CHAVNCIT  C.  £LW£LL,  &rmer,  Seo.  P.  0.  West  Salem;  bora  in  Bennington  Co., 
Vu,  in  1827.    Ha  osbm  to  West  Salem,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm,  in  the  fkJ\  of  1852.    He  is  a 

brother  of  the  late  P.  8.  J''lwcl!.  of  La  Crosse,  and  one  of  the  prominent  and  "ucc*  .-^Hful  firiuers  of  La 
Croese  Co.  Ue  pordiascd  the  claim  to  bis  present  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Leonard.  His  wife  was  Miss 
KMharine  Preston,  bom  in  Broelcport,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  davghter — Ida,  widow  of  Mr.  Edward 
Tilson. 

OUDESf  EVEIVSON,  farmer,  See.  ;iU  ;  F.  ().  West  Salem;  born  in  Norway  in  1830.  He 
oame  to  the  United  States  with  his  father.  Even  Uudcn.son,  July  G,  1847  ;  family  con<ii.sted  of  father  and 
three  sons.  They  came  to  Dane  Co.,  where  bis  mother  died  soon  after  his  arrival ;  father  married  again, 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  1852,  where  he  died  March  24,  1869.  Mr.  Evenson  came  to  La 
Crosse  Co.  in  May,  1850,  making  him  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  ^e  oounty.  He  workeil  several 
Toais  in  the  pineries  of  Wisoonsin,  and  made  a  datm  of  a  farm  in  the  town  of  HsmUton.  This  daim  he 
MSt,  not  having  yet  attained  his  majority.  In  about  1853,  he  made  a  daim  in  See.  32,  where  he  lived 
three  years,  and  then  puri  b;i^.  rl  bi-^  ]ircscnt  farm.  He  was  married  in  La  Crosse  Co. ;  has  241  <  acres,  and 
is  enji|aged  in  general  farming.  Mr.  Evenson  is  a  successful  farmer ;  haa  a  finely-improved  farm,  with  good 
bidldugp.   Thue  ware  no  improvenents  on  hb  fhrni  whan  ha  asttled  upon  it. 
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EDWARD  E  W  ART,  dealer  in  turn  imehinery,  West  Salem ;  boro  in  Prussia,  Germany, 

1340;  came  to  the  Uniu>d  StatCM  io  November.  1856;  he  came  with  his  father,  Michael  Ewart  ;  they 
caini;  to  Waiertown,  Wis.,  and  to  Ltx  CrosHc  Co.,  about  1859.  His  father  now  lives  in  the  town  of 
Farmington ;  he  is  a  minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church  ;  haa  preuciied  at  diffamit  points  in  Wiioonsin ; 
«t  Cbldea  Lake,  Jeffenon  Co.,  at  Cedar  Creek,  also  preaehed  at  Burr  Oak  many  rean^  he  has  bow  retired 
ftoB  the  minfatiy.  Mr.  Ewart  came  to  West  Salem  about  1874 ;  he  worked  at  blaobButluag  fiv  ntime; 
engiaad  in  his  j  n  ^  nt  l  usin-  sis  in  1876.  Harried  Mnni*  HalMmiaiia;  thej  haf«  fear  ehildien— 
Adobh,  OuelU,  Paul  and  Willie. 

EVAN  FRAMCn,  Arnwr;  P.  0.  Sdem;  bora  in  Wales,  Dee.  29,  18S0;  his  paiwti 
omi'_Tated  ti>  Ohio  in  18:!"i  them  e  ti)  Tapper  Cuaadu  ;  his  father,  T>anid  Francis,  came  to  La  Cro^-se  Cn 
with  Evan  Junes,  hut  returned  to  Canada  soon  after;  he  came  back  to  La  Cro«o  several  years  later,  ;ind 
bought  a  quarter  section  in  the  town  of  Hamilton ;  he  is  still  a  iwident  of  that  town.  Parent*  had 
twelve  children ;  five  sons  and  four  daughters  still  living.  Bfaa  WM  married  to  Suaa  BajauNid,  daughter 
of  Sylvester  Kaymond ;  she  was  bom  in  Madison,  Wis. 

LEWIS  P.  OILFILLAN,  farmer,  Section  25  ;  P.  0.  Weit  Salem  ;  »yu  jC  William  Gilfillan. 
a  Dative  of  Vermoot  i  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Dodxe  Go.  f  parents  have  eight  children,  aeveu  of 
whom  are  living ;  the  six  oltlest  were  bom  in  Yermonl.  Lewis  P.  was  bora  in  that  State,  in  Jnlj,  1845; 
he  came  to  L;i  Cros<c  To.  with  his  parents  ;  married  Lovina  Richardson,  daughter  of  Kli  B.  Richardson; 
she  wa«  born  in  the  town  of  Chester,  Dodge  Co.,  in  1849;  her  parents  cinie  to  I^a  Crosse  Co.  in  1853. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (xilfillan  have  one  daughter — Mamie.    Farm  contains  aen- 

K.  UOUDRICH,  St  ifi  .n  Agent  for  C  .  M.  k  St.  V.  K.  H..  We^t  Sakm  ;  born  in  Ot.«ego  Co.. 
N.  Y.,  in  18!i0;  his  father.  Franklin  Goodrich,  tame  U)  Wisconsin  with  his  family  in  1S54,  ami  loeatedat 
Wanpun.  When  15  years  of  age,  .Mr,  It.  Goodrich  became  oonneet«<i  with  the  E.  R.  Co.,  with  which  he 
has  Btnco  been  oonneuted — first  at  Waopoii*  where  he  learned  telegraphy ;  thenee  to  Sparta,  where  he  re- 
mained about  km  ynan ;  be  was  appoiated  Sta^  Agent  and  operator  at  W«st  Sdem,  Mardi  21. 1868. 
He  was  married  to  Heoilette  MoElfoy,  boro  at  Portage,  Oolambia  Co.;  thoy  b«Te  two  boys — William  F. 
and  Egbert. 

WILLI  An  A.  ORAT,  farmer  and  stook-raiser,  Seotion  28;  P.  0.  West  Salem;  son  of 

Alexander  Gray,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania;  married  to  Martha  Reed.  Mr.  rjray.  Sr.  wjl*  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  which  business  he  followed  for  many  years ;  he  removed  with  his  family  from  Allegheny 
City,  Pcnn.,  June  1865,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  heirs  ;  he  died  in  1875  ;  his  wife 
died  in  1855.  Mr.  Qrav  left  a  widow,  formerly  Miss  Isabel  Reed,  and  two  children — William  A.,  bom  in 
Allegheny  City,  in  1849;  be  married  Jennie  McEldowny,  daughter  of  Samaet  McRldowoy;  has  one 
daughter — Florence  M.  :  the  t^eeond  child  is  Lillie  J.,  now  Mrs.  William  MeKiney,  resides  in  Kansas. 
William  A.  has  charge  of  the  homestead  farm,  which  contains  about  25U  acres,  with  fine  improvements;  he  it 
engaged  prinoipally  in  dairying  and  stook-raising,  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Hobteio  eattla ;  b*  has 
several  fine  s]>eoimens  of  this  valuable  breed.  His  original  stock  cotisists  of  a  splendid  pair  of  tbitexod* 
lent  breed  of  cattle,  which  he  and  .Mr.  William  Van  Waters  purcha>-ed.  at  a  cost  of  $80(1. 

JOHM  HA^fDS  GILL,  retired  farmer,  P.O.  West  Salem.  Mr.  Qill  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Coventry,  Warwickshire,  England,  ^lay  5,  1S2.'{.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  British  army,  70th  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  from  July,  18,  1843,  to  Nov.  27,  1844.  He  was  afterward  ainnocted  with  the  London  A 
North-Western  R.  R.  for  several  ye:ir>,  at  first  iti  the  capacity  of  switchman,  and  afterward  as  station 
agent  and  operator.  He  was  married  iMay  5,  1840,  to  Miss  Lydia  French,  born  in  Leioestershire,  Jaun- 
ary,  1831.  They  left  Liverpool  for  New  York,  May  5, 1851,  and  reaobod  New  York  on  June  1,  fbllow- 
ing.  C.uiie  1. 1  Milwaukee  from  New  York,  them  e  in  (Jaleua  and  up  the  river  to  La  Crocs.'iC ;  Mr  Gill 
came  immediately  to  the  La  Crosse  Valley  and  made  a  location  on  See.  3U.  This  farm  Mr.  (iill  still  owns, 
which  is  now  occupied  by  his  son  William.  He  removed  to  the  vOlagein  tbeiprin)(of  1868.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gill  have  had  eiuht  children — finir  sons  and  four  dauL'hters.  Two  sons  and  two  daughtert<  died  in 
infancy.  The  surviving;;  cliildren  are:  Liz/.ie,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Cobum ;  William  married  Miss  Anna 
MeCarthur;  Ada  .Jane,  now  Mrs.  E.  B.  NcwUm  ;  and  ThoUMS.  Mr.  Gill  Ims  b«eO  Ijoita  fowl  «f  butiag, 
and  still,  occasionally,  follows  the  track  of  the  deer  and  fox. 

HART  L.  HARRMOIV,  Sec.  28 ;  P.  O.  Salem.  Mrs.  Harbison  is  a  natire  of  Sovfb  Caro- 
lina,  as  Was  ^il.'io  her  husband.  They  removed  when  children,  with  their  parents,  to  Indiana;  afterward 
removed  to  Iowa.  Mr.  Harbison,  though  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  was  loyal  to  his  country  when  his 
native  State  seceded  from  the  Union.  He  enlirted  in  1862  in  the  34th  Iowa  V.  I.  He  died  at  Memnhii, 
Tenn  ,  in  1S»;3.  Mrs.  Harbison,  with  h<'r  family,  settled  where  she  now  lives.  She  hx<  three  SOUS  DOrB 
in  Iowa — Luther,  now  io  California;  Samuel,  in  Dakota;  and  Robert,  bora  in  1861,  resides  at  boot. 
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REV.  FRANK  L.  HART,  present  Pastor  or  M.  E.  Chnreh,  West  Salem.  Born  in  Mad- 
ison Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  20,  where  he  lived  till  IS  yean*  of  a^e.  In  1870,  he  removed  with  his  parents, 
William  B.  and  Clariasa  J.  Ilart,  to  Bed  VVio^  Minn.,  where  be  attended  school  for  a  time,  and  enmped  in 
teaching  Hovoral  tenm.  In  1873,  he  eitterM  the  Northweetem  University,  at  Bvmnton,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  when  on  account  oF  failing  health,  induced  by  close  application  to  study,  he  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  his  studicn,  which  he  again  renumcd  in  1875.  B^n  preaching  as  a  local  minister  in  1>^73. 
He  joined  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference,  September,  1876;  thou^li  lu'  had  preached  as  a  supply  at  Klls- 
worth,  Picrtx!  Co.  for  six  months  previous  to  that  time.  He  removed  tmm  Kllsworth  to  Clear  Lake,  where 
he  remained  two  yesirs.  Here  he  built  a  church  and  pansunage ;  thence  to  Osceola  Mills,  the  county  seat 
of  Polk  Co.,  where  he  remained  one  year;  came  to  West  Salem  in  the  fall  of  1H80.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Carrie  A.  Sargent,  daughter  of  Col.  Edwin  A.  Sammt,  of  Ked  Wins,  Minn.  She  was  bom  in  Maaaachn- 
■etta  in  1854.   Mr.  and  Mra.  Hart  hare  three  dilMien — Ontie  L.,  F.  May  and  Louise  May. 

I.  C.  IIERITA<i}R,  harnc.«3  milker,  WcHt  Saleti;  bwrn  in  New  .Jersey  Jan.  28,  1838:  He 
learned  his  trade  at  New  Lindon,  Conn.  He  came  to  Wtseonahl  in  May,  1857,  and  located  at  Edgertoo, 
Rock  Co.,  where  he  carried  on  the  bneiness  of  hameo-making.  He  came  to  West  Salem,  December,  1865, 
where  be  has  nince  been  etiL'ugcd  in  busineok  HiB  wife  was  MiH  AnflUn  ]>ara,honi  in  New  Jeney.  Th^ 
have  one  sun,  KUswurih,  burn  in  1861. 

A.  ISHAM,  wagon  manafactarer,  West  Sdom;  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt,  in  1826.  He 
learned  the  business  of  cabinet>making  at  St.  Albans ;  removed  to  Ogdensburg,  X.  Y.,  in  April,  1846, 
where  he  engaged  at  work  in  a  piano  shop.  He  came  to  the  city  of  La  Crosse  August,  1855 ;  has  resided 
at  West  Salem  must  of  the  time  since.  Engaged  in  his  present  bu.'^ini'sa  Septcmlwr,  1877  His  first  wife 
was  AdeUide  Woodward,  bom  at  Ogdensbara,  N.  Y.  Present  wife  was  Mrs.  Hattie  Bette.  Has  three  chil* 
dren  by  first  marri^;e — George  residei  in  (Sark  Co. ;  Cady,  abo  in  Olarlc  Oo.,  and  Charlee.  Mrs.  Isliam 
his  one  child,  Clara,  by  former  marriage. 

TinOTHY  j.  JKNKI!VN,  fiirmer.  .Sec.  31  ;  P.  0  West  Salem;  born  in  South  Wales,  in 
183«.  He  came  to  the  Ignited  Sutes  in  July,  IS.'ifi.  In  1S,')7,  be  eame  to  tbo  town  of  Hamilton,  and, 
with  bis  brother,  David,  located  near  what  is  known  as  Waterloo  Bridge,  where  they  contemplated 
building  a  mill ;  but  finally  abandoned  the  enterprise  and  returned  to  Bangor,  where  he  resided  till  1859, 
when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  U\>  parents  had  eleven  children.  He  and  his  brother  David  are 
the  only  memben  of  bis  father's  family  who  came  to  this  ooantry.  David  died  in  the  town  of  Bangor. 
Mr.  Jenkins  was  airried  to  Mny  Jones,  daughtor  of  John  Jones.  Thoy  have  fonr  ohiUren — Blaaaor, 
Anna  M..  Timothy  Lloyd  and  Harriet  B.  Lost  three  children,  all  of  whom  died  in  inlknoj.  Farm  ooo> 
tain.-^  80  acres. 

B*  ^OHNNON,  merchant,  West  Salem ;  of  the  firm  of  K.  Johnson  &  Co. ;  born  in  Norway,  in 

l?4n  .  came  to  the  l'nile<I  Stat"H  in  18(5fi;  located  in  West  Salem  in  August  of  that  year,  and  engaged 
as  clerk  for  T.  N.  Horton  for  about  two  years;  afterward  for  Lotiridge  St  Ladd,  till  1873;  wa!>  then  in 
business  in  SpiTtn  for  a  time,  returning  to  West  Salem  in  1875,  and  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business. 
Mr.  Johnaon  is  a  awjoessfol  merchant,  and  docs  quite  an  extensive  hnnness.  In  Februanrt  187!),  Mr.  J. 
K.  Johnson  then  joined  him  in  bnrineas,  nnder  the  present  firm  name.  Mr.  E.  Johnson  is  also  proprietor 
of  a  drugstore.  Hi.'  wa.s  m.irried  to  Jennie,  ilau<:bter  uf  John  Mikkelson,  who  came  to  La  CrosSB  Co. 
from  Norway,  about  1858.    They  have  one  daughter — Amanda  Mabel,  born  Sept.  9,  1871. 

JOHN  N.  JOWBS,  (hrmer.  Sec.  17;  P.  0.  West  Salem  ;  was  born  in  Hamilton  Co.,  near 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1831.  He  came  from  Cincinnati  to  La  Crosse  all  the  way  by  nteamboat,  September, 
18.05.  He  worked  for  Deacon  Smith,  of  La  Cro.v^e,  one  year.  In  1S,')(),  he  puri  ba.sed  a  farm  in  the 
Boathwojl  quarter  of  See  17,  town  of  Haaiilt  in.  He  returned  to  Cincinnati  March,  1858,  and  wa.s  mar- 
ried to  fiUsabcth  J.  McFarlan,  born  in  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio.  They  have  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters — Anna.  Lydia,  Martha.  George  H.,  Abbie,  John  N.,  Eldridge  and  Joseph.  Mr.  Jones  settled 
on  his  present  farm  of  235  acres  in  1S71.    Ho  is  eng:»gel  principally  in  stock-raisin.'. 

ELI  KINNEY,  farmer.  Sec.  31 ;  P.  O.  West  Salem  ;  son  of  Ely  ah  and  Mary  ^Uorton)  Kin- 
ney ;  fhther  bom  in  May,  1797 ;  mother  about  1798.  They  were  married  in  Oonneetient,  and  emigrated 
to  Madison  Co..  N.  Y  Mr  Klijab  Kinney  went  to  Milwaukee  from  the  State  nf  New  York,  and  thence 
to  the  town  of  Fort  Atkiu>()n,  .JetferHon  Co..  Wis.,  in  183G,  where  he  made  a  location,  and  where  lie  re- 
mained about  two  yeary.  He  then  returued  to  the  State  Of  NoW  ToiIe,  and  brought  out  bis  family  in  the 
&11  of  1839.  The  family  then  consisted  of  the  parents,  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  children  are  all 
living  but  one  daughter;  mother  died  in  .Jefferson  Co.  March  7.  1840;  father  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in 
the  fall  of  185);,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  May  20.  187U.  Eli  came  to  T^a  ClOBSe  Co.  in  1854, 
and  purchased  bis  present  farm,  where  he  settled  in  1856.   He  was  married  to  Olive,  daughtw  of  Hiram 
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FollB.   She  win  bora  in  GBtUna^  Co..  N.  T.,  in  1838;  rsmored  with  tier  parenti  to  Sparta,  M«bo» 

Co.,  Wis.,  in  Her  parents  still  livi-  in  Monroe  Co.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  have  six  ehildwn 

Mary,  Caroline,  Hemao,  Elbert.  Berton  and  Lily  Bell.    Mr.  Kinnevs  larm  oontaina  300  acres. 

HARBmOli  O.  KUfNET,  farmer,  See.  36;  P.  O.  Wert  Salem;  brother  of  BK  Kimwjr, 

and  son  of  Elijah  and  Mary  (Horton)  Kinney;  bom  in  Connecticut  in  182.T.  Mr.  Kinney  was  in  whit 
is  now  the  city  of  La  Crotise  in  1849,  bot  came  permanently  to  the  county  in  IS.'tG  from  Je^enHtn  IV, 
Wu.,  and  located  on  his  present  farm,  whieh  he  purchased  of  Mr.  John  Robinson,  but  the  land  wa^  eo- 
tered  by  Benj.imin  Hcaky.  Mr.  Kinney  wa.s  married  to  Betsey  J.  Murzy.  born  in  Sto<khri(l^'«>.  Msdism 
Co.,  N.  y.  She  is  tlie  d;iu>;hler  of  .M  \V.  anil  Kunice  (Durkee)  Muzzy,  who  came  to  Fort  Atkinson,  Jef- 
terson  Co.,  in  1842.  Her  mother  die  1  in  .lefferson  Co.  in  1842  ;  father  came  to  La  Cn'S.*.-  Cn  atioot 
1850,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  llaniilton  He  now  n  siilos  at  We.st  Salem.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  Imre 
two  fM>n8 — Clarence  M.,  born  at  Fort  .\tkinson  in  iS.'iiS;  Karnest  .M.,  born  in  the  town  of  Hamilt'm  in 
18.')8..  Farm  contains  260  acres.  The  parents  of  Eli  and  Harrison  O.  Kinney  had  seven  children— 
Eliaha,  Olive  M.,  Harrison  0.,  Eli,  Carlon  D.,  Fidelia  and  Elijah.  The  first  five  were  bom  in  Connectt- 
oat;  the  sixth  in  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  the  aeventh  in  Jefi'erson  Co.,  Wif. ;  Elisba  and  Carloo  died  b 
Oonncctieut ;  Klijah  and  Olive  in  JeSenon  Co.  Fideiin  (nov  Hn.  Shepnrd),  widow  of  Joseph  Shcpirl, 
resides  in  California. 

TORE  KMUDSON,  See.  28;  P.  O.  Wset  Salem;  horn  in  Norway  in  1830;  came  to  this 

country  in  1^.">2;  live.)  in  .Iiinesvill.'  from  June  of  ih.it  year  until  May,  1853,  when  he  came  to  LaCrnsse 
Co.,  and  settled  in  the  town  ot  Hamilton;  settled  on  his  pre.-ent  farm  September,  1878.  Mr.  Knndsoa 
married  Joanna  Larson,  bora  in  Norway  Feb.  3. 1831.  Tiiey  have  one  danfchter — Anns,  who  married 
Oliver  Tstadt.  Sli.' died  Oct.  4.  1  SSIi.  and  left  husband  aiid  two  children — Mary  and  Anton.  .Mr. 
Ustodt  WU.S  burn  February,  1858.  Mr.  Knudsoo's  farm  contains  240  aerss.  ilc  is  engaged  in  general 
fiurmin;;. 

M.  II.  liAOn.  nierclinnt.  West  Salem  ;  firm  of  Ladd  \'  Smead  ;  born  in  Verni' nt.  in  182y  ; 
came  to  La  (Vo-se  .\|iril  iS.Vi  ;  he  settled  that  year  in  Lewis  Valley,  and  en<;af:ed  in  fitrmin;,;.  where  he 
lived  lill  l>tix  Iti  .June  of  that  year  he  came  to  West  Salem,  and,  with  Mr.  I<eonard  Lottridjre.  pur- 
cha.sed  the  st<iek  off.  N.  Horton,  who  wa.s  killed  in  the  Port  .Tarvis  railroad  disaster  in  the  .spring  of  that 
ycuT.  In  the  sj-rinj;  of  18"2,  Mr.  Jx>t(ridge  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Smead,  who  hi»s  since  been  engaj:ed 
with  him  in  liu-ine.ss.  His  wife  wss  Cleora  A.  Dean,  bora  in  Vouont;  they  have  three  children— Thalia 
E.,  Robert  .\.  and  Helen  K. 

CIIRIMTIAN  farmer,  Section  2U  ;  P.  O.  West  Salora  ;  born  in  Norway  in 

1821  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1850;  lived  ttt  Due  Co.  one  year;  came  to  La  Cro-^  Co.  in  the 
ftll  of  1851  ;  worked  the  following  winter  in  the  pinery;  bought  his  present  farm  of  C.  C.  Washburo  is 
the  spring  of  1852.  Mr.  Larson's  farm  is  well  improved  ;  has  a  fine  residence,  bnilt  in  1875.  He  was 
married  to  Cornelia  Burrcson  ; -they  have  ten  children,  five  60hs  and  five  danghters.  Farm  OOOtUOS  290 
aores.    Mr.  Larson  and  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

WlIililAH  P.  IjBRTE,  farmer,  Section  16;  P.  O.  West  Salem;  bora  in  Qntlfotd,  N*ew 
Haven  Co..  dmn.  ;  inarri' d  Ziiida  (toodrich,  from  sunn'  county;  tlicy  erniL'r.!t«d  to  Wi>.>.n>in  in  ihc 
spring  of  1858,  and  settled  where  be  now  lives;  they  have  hud  eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters, 
five  sons  and  one  danghter  livinjs — Sherman  M.,  a  prominent  teaeher  of  La  Crosse  Go.,  fbr  several  yesirs 
Principal  of  the  High  Sehool  at  Salem,  and  for  .some  tinif  (^mhUv  .^ii|ierint<  ndant  of  La  CniJ'fe  Co.;  died 
in  the  fall  uf  1878;  he  left  a  widow,  formerly  Miss  Chloe  Sherwin,  uud  two  children  ;  Joseph  G.,  livei«  in 
Winnebago  City,  Minn.;  George  H.;  Mary  E.,  deoensed;  William  W.,  also  ofWinndMgo  City;  Zaida  L.; 

Frank  K.;  Charh^  W      Mr  Lee'eV  farm  contains  220  acre*. 

I>AV11>  K.  liKWIS,  farmer.  Section  14;  P.  O.  West  Salem  ;  born  in  Indiana,  December. 
1841  ;  his  fitther  died  in  Indiana;  he  eame  to  Urccn  Co.,  Wis.,  with  hi.s  mother,  when  he  was  a  child. 
He  first  came  tn  Li  Crusse  Cm  when  a  lad.  and  worked  for  a  time  fjr  .Mr.  McClintoek.  an  early  neltlcF  of 
La  Crosse  Co.,  also  for  .Mr.  (Jharlea  Cross,  another  early  settler;  he  afterward  returned  to  Green  Co.  He 
enlisted  in  1861  in  the  8th  W.  V.  I.,  and  served  three  years.  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier, 
and,  with  his  regim^t,  participated  in  many  of  the  moet  important  campaigns  and  battles  of  the  war, 
among  which  wa.s  the  second  day  at  Shilnh,  battle  of  Corinth  and  loka,  the  siego  of  Vicksborg :  wl«  itt 
Banks'  disastrou.s  Louisiana  caui|<ai;jn,  etc.  He  came  to  La  Cros8o  Co.  after  the  expiration  of  hi^  term  of 
service;  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives;  in  1868,  he  was  married  to  Prudence  Dunlap,  ■ 
daughter  of  Ssmnel  Ihinlap ;  has  two  children — Arthur  A.  and  George  S.  The  father  of  Mn.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Samuel  Dunlap,  was  born  in  Virginia,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  when  he  was  a  cliiM.  wlicre 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  A.  Barrett ;  they  came  to  6reen  Co.,  Wis.,  at  an  early  day,  and  were  cariy 
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settlen  of  La  Cros«e  Cu.  Mn.  Dunlap  died  June  9,  1880;  Mr.  Dailhp  feddfls  at  his  homeatead  OB 
Saoiion  26 ;  have  ten  children — aix  aona  ud  four  daoghten;  two  aoiw  ud  one  daughter  Uto  Id  KaoMS, 

the  otliera  reside  in  La  Croeae  Co. 

N.  D.  liOOHIS,  West  Saloni;  born  in  the  town  of  Roxbury,  Washington  Co.,  Vt.,  in  1827; 
he  oame  to  Fond  du  Lao,  Wis.,  March,  i85U,  and  to  La  Crowe  Co.,  Maroh,  1851,  and  lomted  a  fann  in 
8«otkm  aO,  town  of  Hamilton  ;  h«  then  returned  to  Vennont,  thenee  to  HuMdraaette,  and  engaged  m 

lailroadiDg;  thence  to  Chica<r<>,  where  lie  was  i  ngiiiieil  in  iIk'  r  nnstruction  of  the  N.-W.  R.  R.  In  the 
spring  of  1852,  he  eu;;aged  in  bridge  buildint;  tor  ^^tone,  Boomer  &,  Co.,  in  Illinois;  in  September,  1854, 
boaaltled  on  hia  farm  in  Hamilton,  where  he  lived  till  1874,  when  he  came  to  the  village  uf  Salem;  hA 
still  owns  hia  farm.  PIIm  wife  was  Miss  Elsie  .\.  Thnckar,  of  Cook  Co.,  UL;  thej  have  two  ohildNB— 
Hattie  and  Elsie  M.    His  farm  contains  240  ucres. 

HI  RAH  LOVE  JOY,  farmer,  Section  33;  P.  0.  West  Salem;  born  at  Ogdenaburg,  St. 
Lawrenoe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1833.  Me  oame  to  Wiaoooiin  in  Avgnat,  1866 ;  he  lived  in  the  dty  of  La 
Cfow'o  abont  two  years,  where  he  worked  at  hia  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter  and  hnilder.   To  about  1870, 

Mr>  Lovejoy  was  |irineipally  en<ra^fd  in  carpentry;  in  18(jS.  be,  with  Mr.  Orrin  Viinness,  built  what  is 
knoiwa  aa  the  Lovcjoy  Mills;  he  lias  been  sole  proprietor  of  this  mill  sinoe  about  1870  ;  it  ia  located  in 
the  town  of  Hamilton,  on  the  La  Crorae  Rivrr,  and  baa  thtee  mn  of  atone;  be  operated  the  miD  Mauelf 
until  1878,  but  now  ica.scs  if  ;  he  purchased  hia  pre.«ent  farm  of  278  acres  in  18G7.  He  was  maaried  to 
Sarah  J.  Trip]),  <lau<;hter  of  H.  A.  Tripp;  ahe  was  bom  in  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio;  her  parents  (now 
deceased)  !<etiled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  1857.  Mr.  and  Mm.  LoT^oj  bav«  three  ohildiw — William 
JKllia,  Hiram  D.  and  Mary  Gertrude. 

WILLIAH  HcCLIMTOCK,  Farmer,  Section  32;  P.  0.  West  Salem;  son  of  Hugh  Mc 
Clinturk,  who  was  born  in  Penn.'^ylvania  about  17J>6.  and  removed  with  his  parcntji  to  the  Territory  of 
Ohio  whtto  lU  years  of  age.  He  married  Edith  W.  Smith ;  the;  came  to  Green  Co.,  Wis.,  about  1846, 
and  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  Oetober,  1855,  and  aattled  on  Section  39,  town  of  Hamilton-;  be  is  still  Kvinir, 
and  makes  hi."  home  wiili  his  son  William.  The  latter  was  burn  in  Ohio  in  1830;  came  to  Wiseonsin 
with  his  parents  ;  m&a  married  to  Maria  Roby.  She  wan  born  in  Ohio,  came  to(ireeu  Co.  with  her  parents 
— Elijah  and  Rliza  Roby — about  1846.  Mr.  William  McClintock  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1856,  and. 
settled  on  hij«  present  farm.  They  have  three  children — George  F.,  now  resides  at  Edgerton,  Pipestone 
Co.,  Minn.;  Ervin,  and  Oanl  W.  Farm  contains  80  ac^e^».  Mrs.  MeClintock's  father  still  resides  in 
Green  Co.;  her  mother  is  deceased. 

AKDIIEW  ]lcKlJ>OWIifiY  (deceased).  Mr.  McEldowney  was  one  of  the  earlj  aettleis 
of  the  town  of  Hamihoa :  he  was  bom  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1800.    He  emigrated  to  Ponnavl- 

Viinia  when  a  V'tun^'  man,  and  located  in  Crawford  Co.,  where  he  lived  till  1851,  when  ho  oamo  tO  La 
Fayette  Co.  with  his  family  ;  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  La  Crosse  Co.,  the  following  jear— 
1852,  where  ho  resided  till  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  7,  1879.  He  was  married  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Mary  Cunningham,  a  native  of  that  State;  she  died  Septt-mber,  18(57.  Mr  .MeEMowney  had  nine  child- 
ren— four  sons  and  five  daughters  ;  three  sons  and  two  dau;;hler»  are  still  living.  The  son.s,  .James,  Will- 
iam and  Samuel  A.,  are  prominent  farmers  of  this  town.  James  resides  in  .Section  27;  was  born  in  Penn- 
avlvania  in  1827  ;  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  Fcak  ;  she  died  in  1876 ;  has  four  children — Martin,.  Mary, 
Cbra  and  LInio ;  has  210  acres  of  land,  with  fine  improvements.  William  P.,  bom  in  Fennsylvanb  May 
23,  1831 ;  reades  in  ."^eetiun  22 ;  farm  contains  350  acns ;  his  wife  was  Elizabeth  B.  McKinley,  diiu^rlirt-r 
of  WiUkn  NoKinley  ;  thev  have  one  daughter,  Nannie  J.,  bom  in  1859.  Samuel  A.,  youngest  son, 
owns  the  bonsstead ;  hb  wife  was  Miss  Raobel  Franoia,  native  of  Canada;  th«y  have  two  boya— liniUam 
and  James  ;  this  fartn  his  fathrr  f  urehused  in  I'^.'il ;  bo  bas  now  210  aflNS,  witii  azosUont  inprovMBents . 
John,  brother  of  the  above,  died  June  12,  1871. 

SAHL'EL  K.  HcKIBTLEY,  farmer.  Section  13;  P.O.  West  Salem;  born  in  Crawford 
Co.,  Penn..  in  1830  ;  his  parents  were  William  and  Nancy  McKinley  ;  his  father  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
hia  mother  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1B55 ;  his  parents  have  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  on  the  jonraey 
to  Wisconsin ;  the  others  are  Jamsa, Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  William  .McEldowny,  and  S.  D.  ;  the  latter  came 
to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  April,  1851,  and  entered  a  qoarter^eotion  of  land  in  Section  14,  Hamilton  j  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania  the  same  year ;  in  1853  he  retomed  to  La  Crosse  Co.  Hia  present  flirm  waa 
boil|{ht  in  185.5,  wliere  !iis  mother  resided  till  her  death,  which  occurred  .Jan.  1,  1880.  His  wife  waa 
Emily  J.  McDill,  born  in  Illinois;  they  have  four  children — Jame-s,  Mary  N.,  Nellie  and  Albert.  His 
turn  now  contains  120  acres,  it  formerly  ooatained  240  acres. 

S^ISIOW  HAHLUn,  proprietor  of  Hamilton  House,  West  Salem,  wa.s  born  in  Norway  in  1847; 
came  to  this  country  with  hia  brother,  William,  in  18Gti.    He  was  engaged  in  clerking  for  several  years; 
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liviil,  the  first  summiT  after  he  canio  to  this  country,  in  Vernon  County;  was  clerk  fur  Yc\l»  &  Clark. 
\Vt»t  Salt-m,  froiu  the  Hpriag  of  1868  till  tbo  fall  of  1870.  He  then,  with  Mr.  John  Oraa,  purchased  the 
Mook  of  this  firm  ;  continoed  io  bMio«88  for  (wo  aod  a  half  years ;  then  went  to  La  CroMe  aad  engaged 
in  clerking,  first  for  Knutson,  afterward  for  the  firm  of  S'n  inani  k  ELson,  Marcus  Atnlerson.  .ind  alao  for 
Mons  Anderson  about  four  j-earB ;  afterward  for  Gutiuaii  Brotliers  ;  returne<l  to  Saletn  in  ilie  spring  of 
187t! ;  erij:iii;(  d  in  the  hntcl  business  in  March,  1880.    HLs  wife  was  Mrs.  Crauj. 

tiiEOlMii:  J.  HOBiUAIS,  mUler  ai  Hamilton  MUla,  West  Salem,  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, in  1834.  He  learned  his  trade — that  of  a  miller  and  millwright — in  Germany.  He  emigrated  to 
Lanca.<iter  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1854;  came  to  Wi.scunsin  in  the  sprioj:  of  ISHS,  and  settled  at  Ban^ur;  after- 
ward worked  for  a  time  in  the  mills  io  Lewis  Valleys  then  bought  a  farm  and  engaged  in  farming  for  five 
^ean;  add  bia  htm  tttd  euM  to  Salem,  tod  aanimed  hh  preeent  poeition.  May,  1OT8.  He  wa>  oMfried 
in  Pennsylvania,  to  Mary  E.  Sehrincr,  bom  in  Penn.sylvania  ,  h:Ls  six  children— four  r^nna  and  two  dau.:h- 
ters.  The  oldest  son,  George,  l>orn  in  Pennsylvania  in  185'J,  ha-s  learned  hi.s  father's  trade,  and  is  enpi^ed 
with  him  lit  H:iniiltun  Mills. 

^'ATHAIVIEL  A.  NYE,  farmer,  Section  26;  P.  0.  Wetit  Salem  ;  son  of  Oliver  Nye,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Winslow,  Kennebeo  Co.,  Mc.,  in  1808.  His  parents  removed  to  Massaehoaetts 
when  he  was  a  child,  and  thence  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Nye.  Sr.,  lived  in  the  States  of 
New  IlaiiipMhire  and  Maaaacbuaetta  till  he  came  to  Wiaoooain,  in  1871.  He  aetUed  on  bia  present  farm 
in  the  Hprini:  of  that  year.  Hts  wifis  WM  Mtss  PrisoOla  Arey,  bora  on  Ckpe  God,  Haas. ;  bad  eleven  cbtl* 
dren,  eight  of  whom  arc  living!  six  ^ons  and  two  daughters.  Four  of  th.  children  arc  livin;j:  in  Wu«onn- 
»in,  viz. :  Nathaniel,  born  io  New  Hampshire,  Jan.  31,  1836;  came  to  La  Cms.'ie  County  from  Manches- 
ter, N.  H.,  in  July.  18li5,  and  booght  his  present  farm,  in  Section  26,  of  Mr.  Byron  Vihh,  who  par< 
chased  of  Milton  Harlow;  was  married  to  31ary  A.  Coleman,  born  in  Redin<;,  Ma.*-;.  ;  they  have  one 
daughter — Alice  M.  ;  his  farm  conlainsj  about  160  acres.  George  E.  lives  at  West  iSalem;  born  at  Man- 
Chester,  N.  H.,  ID  1847.  JuB«a  B.,  boTO  «t  Manchester  in  1852.  Fnak  B.  A.,  born  at  Holyolce,  MMa.. 
in  1855. 

J.  H.  ODBLL,  farmer.  Section  3.9;  P.  0.  Salem.  Mr.  Odell  oamo  to  Waupun,  Wis.,  from  St. 
Lawn  iuc  Co..  X.  Y.,  in  184H;  purchas«<l  his  proMnt  farm  from  Mr.  Thomas  Leonard  in  the  fall  of  l>'.'iO, 
where  he  settled  in  the  spring  of  1851.  Mr.  Qddl  ia  a  native  of  Addison  Co.,  Vt.,  where  he  was  born, 
May,  1816;  removed  with  bia  parenta  to  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  when  a  ebild.    His  wife  waa  Miaa 

Caroline  Hiirbel,  born  in  Cliittendeu  Co.,  Vt.,  in  1?^18.  They  have  had  three  children — William  Slii  r- 
mau,  deceaned ;  Helen  M  ,  now  Mrs.  .lames  Kdward.s,  and  Ellen  S.,  now  Mrs.  .1.  P.  JackMjn,  of  Stwle 
Co.,  Minn. 

nOKROE  PALHER,  farmer,  Sec.  M  ;  P.  O.  West  Salem.  Mr.  Palmer  waa  bom  in  Ver- 
mont, Sept.  14,  181!>.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  which  bosiness  he  followed  for  a  number  of 
years,  lie  went  from  Vermont  to  Maine,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade;  thence  to  .Ma-.saehusftts.  He 
came  to  Oshkoeb,  Wis.,  in  October,  1850;  roturoed  to  Massachuaetta ;  was  married  in  Beaton,  June, 
1851,  to  Miaa  Martha  B.  Cooledge,  in  Maiira,  l>ora  in  Angnat,  1826;  retntnedtoLa  Croaae  Coanty,  and 
located  his  f»resent  firm,  which  formerly  contained  about  700  acres.  In  March,  IS.*)?,  he  built  a  cibin 
near  his  present  residence,  on  the  bank  of  the  La  Cro.«se  liiver  Mr  Palmer  i.->  one  uf  the  tarliesi  >»  t- 
tlers,  and  ana  of  the  prouiincnt  men  of  the  town  of  llamilton.  He  laid  out  and  named  the  village  of 
Neshonoo.  at  one  time  quite  a  thriving  little  town.  He  built  the  Neshonoc  Mill  in  1852.  This  mill  he 
owned  and  operated  till  1872,  when  he  bold  it  to  Mr.  Orrin  V^annuss.  The  mill  is  now  owned  by  Alexan- 
der McMillan,  of  La  Crosse.  He  wa.s  Chairman  of  the  first  Town  Board  of  the  town,  cleoted  in  1^52  ; 
haa  been  Town  Clerk,  and  waa  Treasurer  for  five  auoaeaaive  jeara.  He  was  Poatmastor  of  Neshonoo  Poat 
Office  from  18S3  to  1861 ;  waa  alao  a*Jnatioe  of  tba  Peace  for  many  years.  Mr.  Palmer  poaaciaci  an 
excelh  !it  memory,  and  having'  kej  t  a  diary  uf  current  CTCnta,  frmn  tlie  time  he  first  settled  in  this  valley, 
to  the  present  lime,  he  is  a  valuable  source  of  information.  He  waii  a  brother  of  Dr.  H.  Palmer,  a  well- 
known  physician,  who  came  to  La  Croese  County  from  Maasachuselta,  in  May,  1857.  He  practieed  med- 
icine at  Salem  till  187').  when  he  removed  to  Sparia,  where  he  died,  Dec.  2.3  ISSO.  leaving  a  wife  an  ! 
three  children.  Mr.  and  Mr*.  Palmer  have  two  sons  and  two  daugiilcrs — Hannah  1{.,  now  Ma*.  \.  F 
Smith  ;  Minnie  B.,  now  .Mrs.  E.  W.  Congran  ;  George  A.  and  Monroe  H. 

JAMES  FITKIBT,  farmer,  See.  34 ;  P.  0.  Salem ;  born  in  Connectieut  in  1815.  He  removed 
to  the  town  of  Hndson,  Sammit  Co.,  Ohio,  when  28  yeara  of  9fse.  He  afterward  removed  to  Southern  Iowa : 
retained  tn  Ohio  ,  ilatie'  t<>  Illinois,  in  1846;  came  to  I^a  Crosse  in  June,  1854;  t^ettUd  in  tlu'  town  i,f 
Hamilton  and  engaged  in  farming.  Has  resided  in  this  town  since  that  time.  iJis  first  wife  waa  Lucy 
A.  Gillett,  bom  in  Fiedonia,  N.  Y.;  aha  diad  at  Fort  Madiaon,  Iowa.   Hia  preaant  wife  waa  Jano  B.  Cor, 
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born  in  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1827-  He  has  one  child  hy  hii?  first  marriage — Milo  J.  Pitkin,  now  of  La 
CnWBe.  IlaB  four  children  by  present  marriage — Lucy  A.,  now  Mm.  John  Vnts;  FimBOfl  N.,  reucles  in 
Hancock  Co.,  Iowa ;  Ellen  J.,  now  Mrs.  John  Le«t,  and  Eva  M. 

R.  J.  roWfrXL,  West  Salem.  Mr.  Powell  was  born  in  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1831  ;  he 
Mnw  to  Racine  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1858;  th«noe  to  McQregor,  and  to  La  Croase  in  May  of  that  year.  He 
owvad  to  Bangor,  where  be  lived  about  five  jean.  8boe  that  dme  has  reatded  in  Salem.  Mr.  Powell  it 
•  enpenter  and  bailder  by  trade,  bat  has  been  engaged  fn  otiher  brancbee  of  bonnesB.  His  wife  wm 
Laara  Richards,  of  La  CroK-se.    Thcv  have  three  children — Delia,  John  and  Horace. 

SOJLOnON  aUACKENBL'S,  gardener,  Sec.  17;  P.  O.  West  Salem;  bom  in  Madison 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828.  In  1856,  Mr.  Q.  and  three  brotbeit,  named  reapectively,  Joseph  Hiram,  Solomon 
and  Ezra,  came  to  La  Cro.Hflc  Cuimty  tu>,'i  ther  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  settled  on  Sec.  Ifi,  town 
of  Hamilton.  Joseph  is  now  near  Lincoln,  Neb.  Hiram  still  resides  on  Sec.  ir>.  Exra  lives  in  the 
town  of  Bristol,  Dane  Oo.,  Wis.  Solomon  eetlled  where  he  now  livea  in  1861.  porchftaing  hie.fiiTm  of 
Samuel  Brese.  His  wife  was  Mary  Fox,  da\i'_'hfor  nf  David  Fox,  Mr.  Q.'sfarm  contains  70  acres,  ahout 
25  of  which  he  devotes  exclusively  to  gardening.  Ho  makes  a  specialty  of  tomatoes,  celery  and  onions. 
His  market  is  La  Crosae. 

J.  W.  RAWEY,  farmer,  Sec.  8;  P  O.  West  SalLin:  bom  in  Madison  Co..  N.  Y.,  in  1821  ; 
he  came  with  lii.s  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Coburn,  tn  Wi.st  onsin  in  1854.  Mr.  Ranney  is  one  of  the  sabstan- 
tial  and  successful  farmers  of  the  La  Cro.-.,'<c  ^^illey.  His  wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Quackcnbush.  Thtj 
have  three  children — Cassius,  Mary  and  Jay  W. ;  luj^t  three  children — Edwin  (  was  killed  by  the  cars  near 
Saleui  while  atteuiptinjj:  to  board  a  train  while  in  motion  Feb.  25,  1876),  Clara  (aged  20  yearb),  Minnie 
(aged  t)  n)onth.s,  a  twin  of  Mar)-)-    Mr.  Ranney  haa460  acres  of  land  ;  is  engaged  in  general  farming. 

iBUinAN  BEDDING,  teacher  and  farmer  ;  P.O.  West  Salem;  born  in  Vermont  in  1843  ; 
parents  were  Stephen  and  Caroline  Johnson  Redding;  they  were  also  natives  of  Vermont ;  mother  died 
in  CiinnecticufWn  March,  IStil  ;  his  father  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  with  his  children — Moses  and  Gilman, 
the  following  May,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Bnrna;  &ther  now  reeidee  in  Monroe  Co.  Moaea  died  in 
Bnme  in  1m4;  a  rirter  of  Otinum'e  mndned  in  Termont,  but  afterward  eame  to  La  Croese  Co.  Mr. 
Bodding  was  married  to  Hannah  Francis,  who  died  Feb.  14,  1881  ;  has  two  children — Carrie  and  Maggie. 
Mr.  Redding  haa  lived  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  since  1869 ;  be  has  taught  seventeen  terms  in  La  Croese 
Co. ;  thirteen  terms  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  and  n  now  (March,  1881,)  teaching  his  eerenth  term  in 
Di.«trii't  No.  5. 

WILLlAn  G.  SEBYISS,  farmer.  Sec.  4  ;  P.  0.  West  Salem  ;  born  in  Upper  Canada,  in 
what  IB  now  the  town  of  Iroquois,  in  1823 :  he  went  to  Ohio  when  a  jonng  man,  where  he  lived  thwt 

three  years,  hut  returned  to  Canada  and  came  t<»  Wisconsin,  reaching  Ija  Crosse  July  14,  1852;  his  father, 
John  S.  Servi.s.H,  came  to  La  Crusse  Co.  the  year  previous,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Hamilton.  He 
died  in  1859.  His  mother  died  in  the  spring  of  18t;5.  Mr,  W.  G.  Servi.-^s'  first  location  in  La  Crosse  Co. 
was  on  Sec  in  tlic  town  of  Hamilton.  lie  cnlisteil  in  18<!2  in  the  !]Uth  W.  V.  I.;  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  a  period  of  three  years  and  thre«;  months;  his  position  was  Wagoner  of  his  regiment.  He 
was  married  in  Canada  to  Catherine  Keck  ;  they  have  three  children — Wilda  (now  Mrs.  A.  W.  Ayen), 
Delia  (now  Mrs.  A.  C.  Vaughan),  and  Nora  (now  Mia.  L.  B.  Dndlej).  Bir.  Serviaa  ii  a  olothier  bj 
trade.    This  business  he  followed  for  many  years. 

J.  R.  ISHEBWOOD.  proprietor  of  Sherwood  House,  West  Salem;  born  in  Otsego  Co.,  K. 
Y.,  in  1811,  where  he  lived  till  about  1850,  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin ;  he  lived  in  Milwaukee  one 
year,  thence  to  East  Troy,  Walworth  Co.,  where  he  lived  nine  years;  fVom  theooe  to  Wau])uu,  where  he 
lived  about  three  years ;  he  afterward  removed  to  Fox  Lake.  Mr.  Sherwood  worked  for  many  yi  ir>-  at 
the  bmnnesB  of  carpentry.  He  came  to  the  city  of  Fa  Crosee  in  1858,  where  he  kept  a  hotol,  known  as 
the  Stevens  Honee,  for  one  year.  Came  to  Salem  in  1859.  His  wife  was  Niae  Bella  Wilooz ;  have  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  livinij    Anna  (now  Mrs.  Frazter). 

G*  SUlOISSiOKiy  farmer,  Sec.  29 ;  P.  0.  West  Salem ;  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  promi> 
nent  Norwq^n  settlers  of  the  town  of  Hamilton ;  he  was  born  in  Norway  in  1826 ;  he  came  to  Dane 
Co..  Wi.H..  October.  IS.'iO;  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  June,  1853.  He  was  married  in  Norway  to 
Mary  Brown ;  has  two  children — Simon,  born  1853,  and  Mattie;  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Tor* 
gersoo,  who  reeidee  on  Sec.  31 ;  he  was  bom  in  Norway  in  1836;  oame  to  the  United  States  in  1854; 
settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  where  his  father  rotiided,  till  his  death ;  hi?  mother  is  still  living ;  has 
one  child;  farm  contains  160  acres.  Mr.  Simooson's  farm  is  well  improved,  good  buildings,  etc.  His 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Torgerson,  has  also  a  waU-unprored  farm ;  house  reoentlj  bnilt  ooet  about  $1,800.  His- 
mother  reaidea  with  him. 
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filOURAPHICAL  SK£TCH£S: 


FBANKLIN  B.  JtiniTH,  farmnr,  Sec  9;  P.  0.  West  Salem  ;  son  of  RoWrt  Smith.  wJio 
VM  born  ID  the  Sute  of  Mow  York.  Marriad  to  Margaret  Qreeae  and  came  to  Wiscoiuin  about  1845, 
and  Battled  in  the  town  of  Sonraitt,  Waukesha  Go.   Thej  eame  to  La  Croaae  County  and  letded  on  the 

farm  now  owned  by  F.  B.  Smith,  in  1851.  Pan  nis  had  fmr  children,  twn  sons  and  two  dLui^ht.  rs. 
Frauklin  B.  and  his  father  are  the  onlj  survivors  of  the  family.  F.  B.  was  tht!  oldest  of  the  cbildreoj 
the  aeoond  aon,  Francis  L.,  was  assassioated  near  Ptaoenrille,  Cal.,  in  1862.  He  was  wayUid  and  aliofe  for 
the  piiriMwe  of  robbery.  His  murderer  was  arrested,  convicted  and  hanged.  The  daughters  were  Ann 
Elitii  und  Margaret  Janet.  F.  B.  went  to  California  in  1857,  and  returned  soon  after  the  death  of  his 
brother.  He  was  married  to  Celeste  Best,  daughter  of  William  Best ;  she  Wiis  bom  in  Pennsylvania ; 
came  to  Wtaoonato  with  her  pareota  about  1853,  and  to  La  CrooM  Countj  the  following  ymt.  Her 
pueata  had  niaa  ohtMren,  all  of  whom  are  V\t\ng.  Mr.  and  Mra.  Smith  have  five  ehildren — Merra, 
Warner  L.,  WUbottL,  Stella  Bell  and  Marpir.  t.  Mr.  Stniih  owns  thr-  houiastcad  farm,  which  (  ont.iins 
870  aerea;  also  owns  a  farm  of  320  acres  in  Kansas.  He  has  been  for  several  years  extensively  en^ged 
in  the  cnltare  of  hops. 

OBANGE  XWITH,  retired  farmer:  P.  O.  Went  Salem;  bom  b  Chato.iiiiray,  Franklin  Co.. 
N.  Y.,  in  1801.  Was  married  to  Harriet  Ketebum,  born  in  Drvilie,  Brooklyn  Co.,  Vt.  Mr.  Smith 
resided  in  Franklin  County  till  34  years  of  age,  when  he  emigrated  to  Cook  Co.,  HI.,  thence  to  Lake 
Countj.  Hia  wife  died  in  JUlinuia  Febmarj,  1851 ;  his  present  wife  was  Lavina  Uolden,  bom  in  Ver" 
mont  In  1814.  Mr.  Smith  eame  to  La  Croase  County  in  1851,  and  entered  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Ona> 
laska,  which  he  sold  in  1^75,  and  removed  to  West  Salem  in  1H7<I,  He  had  nine  children  by  first  wife, 
first  seven  of  whom  were  born  in  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.;  the  others  in  Lake  Co.,  111.;  aix  of  the  children 
are  Uting' — Henry  reeidas  in  Oregon;  Franklin  in  Caiifbraia;  Jnlia,  now  Mrs.  Willinai  AroMtTooghi 
Chtrk  County;  Anna  K.,  now  Mrs.  Alden  Putnam  in  Monroe  County.  Mrs.  Sarah  Smith  and  Mrs. 
Lovica  Withey.  His  oldest  daughter,  Mary  E.,  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Abner  Gile,  of  La  Crosse;  she  died 
Aug.  31 , 1 877.  Mr.  Smith  waa  County  Cbmrnimioner  three  yean ;  was  Jnatioe  of  the  Peaoe  in  the  town 
of  Unalaska  for  several  years. 

C.  B.  THKALL,  91.  D.,  We.st  Salem  ;  born  in  Pitufield,  Mass.,  in  1836;  he  came  to  Mil- 
waukee in  1853,  where  he  remained  till  the  brcaking-out  of  the  war.  He  enlisted  May,  1861,  in  2d  W. 
V.  I. ;  waa  eopged  with  bis  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Soon  after  this  event,  Company  K,  oi 
whieh  he  waa  a  member,  was  oonverted  into  a  company  of  heavy  artillery,  and  placed  in  Fort  Coreonn. 
He  wa-s  discharged  by  rca.son  of  di.sability,  in  1863.  Jteeiui  riim  tii-  I.L-altli.  h(>  re  enlistCKl,  in  the  fill  of 
that  year,  in  the  4th  W.  V.  I,,  and  went  to  Baton  Rouge,  where  he  wa.s  engaged  as  Ward  Master- in- Chief 
in  charge  of  the  hospital  till  the  close  of  the  war.  when  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in  tlie  study 
of  medicine  with  l>r.  Moses  Barrett,  of  Waukesha ;  graduated  at  Rush  Mtnlifal  College,  Chicago,  in  1808; 
located  ill  Lenii  \  alley,  Monroe  Co.  In  April,  1874,  he  went  to  Leroy,  Minn.;  came  to  West  Salem  in 
February,  1877.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  electro-vapor  bath  treatment.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  T. 
CarlloD,  of  Waukesha ;  present  wife  was  Miss  B.  M.  Birdsall ;  has  two  children  by  present  wife — Vena  Dell 
and  Grace  B. 

MONROE  L.  TOrRTELLOTTE,  farmer.  Sec.  3t;  Wt-t  Salem;  born  in  Thompson. 
Windom  Co.,  Conn.,  in  18:23.  When  a  young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright.  He  went  to 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  in  18(H),  where  he  was  engaged  in  work  at  hoB  trade.  He  eame  to  La  Croaae  Co.  in 
1854,  and  pumhased  the  farm  where  he  now  residta,  the  f>! lowing  year,  of  Mr  D.iniel  Bird.  Mr.  Tour- 
telotte  is  a  .^uece-<sl'ul  farmer  and  an  exten.sive  land  nwncr ;  has  aboo''  1.200  acres  of  land.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Louisa  C.  Mills,  also  a  native  of  Windom  County.  They  have  four  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter— Milk,  an  attwney  of  La  Croaae;  M  L  C;  John  F.,  a  student  of  the  State  Univeraityat 
Madison,  and  Lincoln  R. 

JAKES  TI'TTLE,  farmer,  p.  0.  West  Salem;  born  in  Courtland  Co.,  N.  Y..  in  1825. 
When  13  years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ontario  County;  when  25  years  of  he  m- 
ffloved  to  Wankesha  County.    His  fkther  eame  to  Wisoonnn  the  same  year.    Mr.  Tnttle  bought  a  (ami, 

in  See.  !>,  town  of  Hamilton,  wln  re  he  settled  the  following  year  and  lived  ali'nit  t.  n  year?.  He  tlien 
rt  moved  to  the  village  of  Salem,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tbc  livery  busiocss  about  three  years.  Uta 
first  wife  was  BanMe  Preston,  l>y  whom  he  has  two  children.    Em  present  with  waa  Blisnbedi 

Mischell. 

WILLIAH  L.  I  PTOX,  farmer.  Sec.  3;  P.  O.  West  Salem.  Born  in  Vermont  in  1827  ; 
removed  to  Massachusettj!,  and  came  to  L-^  Crosse,  April  1.  1857,  where  he  worked  at  the  busint^n  of 
oarpentry.  He  came  to  West  Salem  in  August,  1858.  He  worked  at  the  business  of  wagon-making  for 
several  years ;  settled  on  hia  present  fkrm,  Oetolier,  1870,  which  he  porohaeed  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Lnwtoo. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


TOWN  OF  HAMILTON. 


881 


HiK  (irst  wife  was  Anaa  Horton,  daughter  of  Hilton  Hortou ;  present  wife  was  Mrs.  Marj  WiUiaou 
Mott«,  born  in  Ooeida  Co.,  N.  Y.;  has  one  non  Ivf  lint  auniiage— WdUmSUm,  sod  om  bf  proaont  wift — 
Morris  Ray.    Farm  contains  about  lOG  acren. 

JOHM  VAKNKS^S,  retired;  West  Sulem  ;  born  in  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March,  1809.  His 
parente  died  when  he  was  a  child.  He  brought  up  in  the  family  of  his  mother's  brother.  He  lived  in 
the  State  of  New  York  ootil  a  joang  man,  when  he  went  to  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  about 
five  years;  thence  to  Canada,  wnere  ne  lived  about  four  years.  He  removed  to  Waukesha  Co..  Wis.,  id 
August,  1847,  and  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  in  1S5L  Mr.  Varne^  has  been  {reuerally  engaged  in  atrricultural 
panuits  i  has  also  been  intimately  connected  with  the  floarii|g-mill  intaraata  of  this  part  of  the  oountj. 
He  bailt  what  ia  known  as  the  Badger  Mills,  in  Lewia  Valley,  and  with  Mr.  Lovcjoy,  bnilt  the  Salem 
Mill.  Hf  removed  to  (he  village  of  West  Salem  in  1872;  still  owns  a  fann  in  the  t.,wn  of  Hamilton. 
His  wife  was  Mias  Lucy  Moultun.  a  native  of  Maaaaobaaetta,  but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  a  resident 
of  Greme  Oo.,  N.  T.  They  hare  finir  diHdren— John,  Margaret,  Orrin  and  Roea;  have  loat  two  ehil- 
dm — Achsah,  the  oldest  child,  and  two  boys  in  infancy. 

WILLIA9I  VAN  WATEBS,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Sec.  27  ;  1'.  O.  West  Salem ;  born 
in  Jeflenon  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1817.  His  parente  removed  to  St  Lawrence  County  when  he  waa  a  boy, 
where  they  re.-^iileil  until  their  decease.  He  came  from  St.  Lawrence  County  to  Madi.son  Wis  ,  in  the  fall 
of  1S53;  spent  the  following  winter  in  East  Troy,  Walworth  Co..  and  soon  after,  purcli;u-i-(l  bin  [•rc:seDt 
farm  of  Dr.  Jacob  McCrary,  who  entered  the  farm  and  was  a  resident  of  La  Cr().s.sc  City  at  the  tiuie.  Mr. 
Van  Walter's  brother.  Georpe.  came  with  him  to  La  Crosse  ValK  y  He  now  Yiws  in  .Jackson  County. 
Mr.  Van  Water's  first  wife  was  Mary  Campbell  ;  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County.  His  present  wife  waa 
Mra  Mary  Adams  ;  has  four  children  by  first  marri^e — Mary,  now  Mn.  Edwin  D.  Wood  ;  William  U., 
Loniae  and  Cora.  Loflt  two  children.  Mr.  Van  Waters  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  intelligent  farmers 
of  the  town  of  Hamilton.  Has  served  a  term  in  the  Legislature ;  elected  in  the  fail  of  1876.  Has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  seTeral  timea.  Ha  niaed  the  fint  field  of  dover  pnidaeed  in  the  town  and 
owned  the  first  ateam  threaber. 

WILLIAH  TAM  ZAMDT,  farmer.  See.  26 ;  P.  O.  Weet  Salem ;  bom  in  Odumhia  Co., 
Penn.,  Sejit.  20,  182<».  Hi-s  parents  removed  to  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  when  he  wa.s  10  years  of  age,andtothe 
town  of  Eaat  Trov,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis  ,  in  1842.  They  atill  reside  in  £aat  Troy.  His  &ther  was  bom 
IB  1793,  his  mother  in  1796.  Mr.  Van  Kandt  came  to  La  Grone  with  Mr.  B.  F.  Edwards,  in  May, 
1852.  He  taught  a  seho<il  the  following  winter  in  the  town  of  Neshonoe,  in  what  i.s  now  the  town  of 
Hamflton.  This  was  the  first  school  taught  in  the  La  Croese  Valley,  between  the  city  of  La  Croase  and 
Sparta.  The  Mlowtng  seaaoD,  he  rented  a  hrm  in  the  town  of  Bums.  This  is  the  norm  now  owned  by 
Mr.  John  Bradley.  In  the  fall  of  1853,  he  returned  lo  Walworth  County,  where  he  j>a&,*ed  the  winter, 
and  came  back  in  May,  1854,  and  entered  a  farm  in  Section  2,  town  of  Burns.  This  farm  he  owned  for 
ten  years.  He  removed  to  the  village  of  Wcat  Salem  in  1864,  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  boriness.  Is 
ISHfi  he  took  in  a  partner — Mr.  V.  M.  .\dams.  This  firm  en^'aged  in  the  hardware  and  grocery  trade 
till  18G8,  when  Mr.  Van  Zandl  sold  his  intere.st  to  Mr.  Adams  and  purcha.sed  his  presi;nt  farm  of  Mr.  A. 
Eldred,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  was  married  in  1851,  to  Lucretia  Jewett,  daughter  of  Maiens  L. 
Jewett,  who  settletl  in  Sauk  County  in  IS')  I,  and  came  to  La  Cro.sse  County  in  ;  her  father,  nnw  de- 
ceased, was  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  the  Union ;  her  mother  ia  still  living  in  La  (.'rosse  County.  Mr.  \  au 
Zandt  has  two  children — W.  Isaiah  and  Edith  E.  He  was  the  first  School  Superintendent  of  the  town 
of  Neshonoc;  has  held  various  town  offices;  waa  Chairman  of  tbe/fown  Board  of  Buma  for  five  or  six 
years ;  held  the  same  office  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  for  seven  years;  was  Census  Marshal  in  1870  ;  was 
Connty  Commissioner  in  1867. 

A*  K*  VCilTfil,  druggist,  aon  of  Byron  Veita,  who  waa  born  in  Conneetiont  in  1602,  and  re- 
moved to  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  The  fiimily  removed  to  Dodge  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1845,  but  returned  to  Ohio 
in  1850;  came  back  to  Wisconsin  and  .settled  in  the  town  of  Ilamilt^m  in  1851.  Mr.  Vcits'  parents  bad 
eiffht  children — five  aona  and  three  daujghtcrs — all  born  ia  Ohio,  except  the  youngest.  The  two  eldest 
children  are  now  deceased  ;  one  son  and  one  daughter  reside  in  Oolorsdo ;  one  brother  in  Kansss,  anotlrer 
in  Iowa;  a  si.ster  in  Trempealeau  County.  Their  father  died  in  1869.  A.  K.  was  hnrn  in  ()!ii<i  in  Ts^ll; 
came  to  La  Crosse  County  with  his  parents;  went  to  California  in  1852  and  returned  in  ;  resided  in 
Ohio  till  1859;  sines  that  time  has  been  a  resident  of  La  Crosse  Ck>anty.  His  wife  was  Anrelia  Leet, 
daughter  of  George  Tjeet.  They  have  four  children — Carrie,  Jes.sic,  Frank  and  (leorge.  Mr.  Veits  en- 
gaged in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  also  in  grain -buying,  in  1860;  dUposed  of  his  business  in  186H; 
eogagsd  in  the  ang  hnunssi  in  1864,  whieh  he  still  eonUnnsi.  He  is  the  pwoesr  dnqji^  of  Wsit 
Sawm. 

AD 
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E  D  WIIV  W  A9IBBT*  firmer,  S«o.  32 ;  P.  O.  Wat  Sdem ;  bora  in  Wales  id  Pelmiuy,  1825 ; 

married  to  Jane  Griffith  ;  Ciiine  to  the  United  Statrw  in  the  sprioi:  of  1851  ;  livwl  in  On.  idu  Co.,  N.  Y  . 
for  sevoral  years;  catue  to  La  Crosso  County  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton  in  the  iall  of  1854.  He 
•ntered  iL'n  acres,  forty  of  which  is  a  part  of  his  present  farm  of  282  acres. 

Mm  O*  WOOD,  Principal  of  the  High  School  and  Superintendent  of  Graded  Schools  of  West 
Salem,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts  in  1845;  went  to  Illinois  in  1854,  thence  to  Minnesota;  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  1868;  taujrht  a  srhrxA  in  the  town  of  Roxbury,  Dane  Co.,  the  following  winter;  .taught  the 
following  winter  in  the  town  of  Dane ;  went  thencb  to  PaoU,  when  be  tauehc  thrae  tenna ;  alao  taogfat 
one  tam  m  Bdlaville.  Id  the  meandaie,  Mr.  Wood  bad  atteaded  fleTenlMniM  at  die  State  UniTeraitj 
at  Hadiaoil,  vbera  he  graduated  in  1^71.  After  hi.s  graduation,  he  went  to  Baldwin,  St.  Croix  Co.,  and 
en^lged  to  teaching;  ako  establiiihed  a  book-store  at  that  place,  which  he  still  owns;  assumed  his  nreeent 
pontton  in  the  fall  of  1878.  Mr.  Wood  was  married  at  Pioti,  Dane  Co.,  in  1872,  to  Mia  Maij  0. 
Hatta;  ehttdied  in  November,  1878,  at  Paoli.  His  present  wife  wa.s  Mi.xs  Mary  C.  Van  Waters,  daugh- 
ter of  William  0.  Van  Watera;  she  was  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  school  at  West  Salem.  They  have  oae 
dangfatar— Oora  Blanche. 


TOWN  OF  BANOOR. 

SACHABIAS  BARBIiER,  Jr.,  baraem-maber,  Baneor;  son  of  Z.  BaeUer,  Sr.,  who  «m 

born  in  Switzerland  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870 ;  came  directly  to  La  Crosso,  thence  to  Bangor  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Baebler,  Jr..  was  born  in  Switserland,  June,  1857;  learned  his  trade  in  Bangor,  and 
eetablishcd  liis  business  here  in  1874. 

B*  F.  B A XT£iIt,  teacher,  Bangor;  also,  bj  tnulo  cnrpenter  and  joiner.  Born  in  Vermont  in 
1839;  be  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  with  bis  jan  lU.s,  when  aboat  G  years  of  age,  and  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  with  his  pan  nt.s,  in  the  fall  of  1854;  came  to  La  Cro3.He  Co.  in  lS51t,  and  settled  in 
Bangor.  His  fittber,  Bcv.  B.  S.  Baxter,  a  Cong|«gatioDal  oleifmnan,  died  at  Mansion  in  Jane,  1879 ;  bis 
mother  ia  aim  deoeaaed.  Mr.  Baxter  eolbrted,  aa  a  mnridan,  Sept.  18,  1861,  in  the  lOtb  W.  V.  I. ;  ha 
Barred  in  this  regiment  about  ton  months,  re  i-nlivtLMj  in  1864,  in  the  46th  W.  V.  I.,  and  >i'rved  till  the 
doee  of  the  war;  he  participated  in  :<everal  iuijiurtant  campaigns  and  battles.  He  was  married  to  Jennie 
Wood,  daughter  of  S.  C.  Wood;  they  have  two  children— Susie  and  Bfio;  loet  two  boyn— WiBie and 
Floj.    Mr.  Baxter  ha.«  tau<rlit  sovonteen  terms  in  La  Cros.se  Co. 

ADOLPH  BOS^^HAKD  ;  P.  O.  Bangor;  son  of  John  Bosshard  (deceased).  Born  on  the 
homestead  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  ho  now  owns,  in  1853.  Married  to  Tolina  Tollefson,  daoghter 
of  T.  ToUefboD ;  tbev  have  one  daughter — Amelia.  Tiie  bomeetead  farm  oontaina  1290  aotca,  a  qoaiter 
aeetion  of  wbioh  bia  fttber  entered  as  Oovemment  land  in  1861. 

JIIHN  BOSSHARD,  p  ojirietor  of  Bangor  Mills;  son  of  John  Bosshard  (deeea.-k'd  ,  wIm  was 
bom  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  December,  1820.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  aad 
settled  in  the  tona  of  Honej  Creek,  Sauk  Co.,  Wis.;  he  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1851,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  B:ini;or,  wherf  he  re.-^ided  till  hi.s  diMtli,  Si  pt.  20,  1877;  h<^  h(i!i;.:ht  the  Bangor  Mills 
in  1875.  John  has  owned  the  mill  sine  the  dt^ath  ot  hia  taihcr ;  his  mother  died  iu  18G2.  His  father's 
preaent  widow  lives  in  the  city  of  La  Cro-.'^r  Parents  bad  ddldren — John,  bom  Dec.  26,  1851 ;  was 
Buiried  to  Martha  S.  Johns,  bom  in  Pennsylvania ;  tbaj  have  mm  child — Eobeit.  The  other  ehildren 
are  Adolpb,  Anna,  BKnbetb,  Lina  and  Otto,  last  two  bj  aeoond  marriage. 

JOHIN  BRADIiKV,  present  member  of  the  At^embly,  BaoL'^r  ;  wa-  h  irn  in  Litchfield.  Conn., 
in  1819.  lu  1839,  he  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York}  be  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  settled  io 
Dodge  Co.,  In  tlio  spring  of  1844,  and  engaged  in  farming ;  be  rsmoved  to  the  town  of  Buna,  La  Croeae 
Co.,  in  1855,  and  settled  on  Sec.  20,  on  a  farm  which  he  ntill  owns;  he  came  to  the  village  of  Bangor  in 
May,  1875.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1874  ;  is  now  serving  his  6fth  term  in  that 
e^Muaty.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Stevens,  bwrn  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  they  have  six  children 
— John,  who  resides  on  the  homestead  in  the  town  of  Bums;  Cora  L.,  now  Mn.  Wood;  IHok  W.  and 
Frank,  reside  at  Watertown,  Dak. ;  William  and  Millie  B,,  at  home. 

ABNEB  DABIjIMW,  proprietor  of  Bangor  House;  bora  in  Vermont,  May  -tl  18_'tl  ,  came 
to  Dane  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1847  ;  removed  to  Adams  County  in  1850,  being  one  of  the  earliieet  settlers  of  that 
county ;  came  to  La  Crosse  County  and  aettled  in  the  town  of  Bangor.ln  Hay,  1854.  Ho  aetdod  in  See. 
5,  where  he  built  the  first  house  in  that  part  of  the  valley.  In  the  fall  of  I?'.'),'),  he  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Sec.  17;  this  farm  he  still  owns.    He  removed  to  the  village  of  Bangor,  September,  1876.    His  wi£» 
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was  Miss  Rhodii  Ann  Heath  ;  born  io  Lower  Canada,  at  the  time  of  their  luarriaije,  HviD»  in  the  State  of 
CSonnecticut.  The^  have  oioe  ehUdien,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter — Qeorgei  Waliaoe,  Fremootj  Aaron, 
Cbarl*^,  Grant,  WilliuD,  IMdie.  Their  daughter,  Marj,  ii  now  Mrs.  Storderant.  Lost  two  ohildreo,  a 
■on  and  a  daughter. 

CUESTBB  DABLINIi},  farmer,  Sec.  5 ;  P.  0.  Baneor ;  u  one  of  the  early  and  prominent 
settlers  of  Le  Cmm  County.   Re  was  htm  in  Oroten,  Caledonia  Oo.,  Vt.,  Jan.  29, 182t .   He  wis  mar- 

ried  when  I A  ynars  of  aire,  tn  Mivs  Sallie  Emery.  He  removed  to  Lickini:  To.,  Ohio,  in  T^IO,  where  hi.s 
wife  died  ;  wa.s  tliere  enjaji  il  in  work  at  hi.s  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter,  and  he  there  niiirried  hii  second 
wife;  came  to  Dane  (  i,  Wi-  in  tli<' summer  of  1846,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Dunkirk,  near  fikotsgiltoa. 
In  the  fall  of  1853,  be  settled  in  wliat  is  now  the  town  of  Flamilton,  near  Salem,  though  he  wa<i  tempo- 
rarily in  La  Crosse  County  several  yeiir>  previous  to  that  time.  He  purchased  his  pre.sent  farm,  -July, 
1835,  of  Ch-irles  C.  Chiwe.  This  farm  is  unu  of  tlie  first,  pcrh:ips  the  fir>t,  entered  in  La  Crosne  County. 
It  was  entered^  Abial  Morrison.  Mr.  Darling  lost  his  second  wife  on  Chriatmas,  1873.  His  present 
wife  was  Misji  Hester  Oooley.    He  has  six  ehildreo  by  bis  seoond  wife.    His  Ihther  came  to  Ia  Otosm 

County  in  IS.o'i,  and  settled  in  Haniror,  where  he  died  about  l'^Of>.  Like  inanv  of  the  other  pioneers  of 
Wisconsin,  who,  by  industry  and  eeonomy,  have  secured  a  euujpetcncy,  he  began  life  poor,  and  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privation.s,  imi  it  nt  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer. 

REIJBEX  DARIiIM<]},  farmer,  Sec.  IG;  F.  O.  Bangor;  is  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  WW 
born  in  Caledonia  County,  in  1824.  In  the  fall  of  IH4!*,  he  removed  to  Dane  Co.,  Wis.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  .Milwaukee,  Oct.  21,  1850.  to  Elizabeth  Darling,  daughter  of  Aaron  Darling.  .She  w;us  also  born 
in  Vermont,  io  1829,  and  oame  to  Milwaukee  in  18^.  Thej  resided  in  Dane  County  till  October,  1855, 
•nd  then  removed  to  La  Craase  County,  and  settled  on  present  fitrm,  whieh  Mr.  IXarlinji^  purchased  of  Mr. 

Cha.s<'.  Tlii'V  li  ivi'  f  .iir  childn'n — William  K,  L  iella,  now  .Mrs.  Wallae«  Darling;  Flora,  now  Mrs. 
(jroorge  W.  Shermandine,  and  IMia-be.  Have  lost  two  eliildreii — Morris  and  Emmarctta.  Farm  contains 
200  acres. 

ITIKJIAFiL  l>ARni^,  firmer.  See.  19;  F.O.Bangor;  is  one  of  the  ori-inul  Hett!er><  of 
the  town  ot  Bangor.  He  was  born  in  Switzerlumi.  in  18!i0.  Hi.s  parents,  with  their  fumily.  eonsi.sting 
of  three  SODS  aMi  two  daughters,  emigmted.to  the  United  States  in  1847,  and  settled  in  Sauk  Co,,  thin 
State.  Two  iodi  and  the  two  daughten  are  still  living.  They  oame  to  La  Crosse  County  in  1851.  end 
settled  in  tlie  town  of  Bangor.  Miohael  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  307  aeres.  in  1878.  His  itfft 
wife  was  Dorthy  Thelar;  present  wife  was  .lanet  Wakeman.  daiiirhter  of  Sitnui  ]  Wnki  iuan}  had  nine 
children  by  first  wife,  six  of  whom  are  living ;  three  by  second  wiiu,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

DANIBIj  DATIS,  carpenter;  liuigor;  horn  in  Oneida  Oo.,  N.  r,in  1843.  Heeameto 

La  Crosse  in  IHfifi;  learned  the  trade  of  carpentry  in  the  city  of  La  f'ro.'^se.  where  he  wnrki'd  three  or 
Ibnr  years,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Bangor.  He  cnlistttd  in  ISlil,  in  the  14th  W.  V.  I.  He 
served  four  years ;  was  actively  engaged  the  whole  of  this  time ;  participated  in  not  less  than  fifteen  bat- 
tles.   AAer  the  war,  he  relumed  to  Bangor,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

|>AV1U  R.  D A VI>>,  carriage-maker,  Bangor;  was  born  in  Oneida  Co.  N.  Y., September,  1821. 
His  parents  were  Itoland  and  Margaret  Davis.  His  father  was  born  in  WaleJi,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  a  abort  time  previous  to  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a  soldier  in  that  war.  He  settled  in  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  rssided  till  his  deaOi.  David  R.  went  to  New  York  Cily  when  he  was  19  years  of 
age,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carriage-maker,  where  he  lived  twi  iity  yean.  He  was  married  in 
Oneida  Co.,  to  Hannah  .Morris;  she  died  at  Deerficld,  N,  V.  1  resent  wife  was  Ellen  Griffeth, 
horn  in  Wales;  came  to  this  country  when  a  ehilii.  Mr.  Davis  has  five  children  by  his  sei-ond  wife — 
George  R  ,  I ive.s  in  Minneapolis;  .\rthur,  telegraph  operator,  at  Wesley,  Iowa;  .Jane  .\nn  ;  Robert  G. 
and  Alfred.  Mr.  Davis  came  to  Rangor  in  ISa'.t.  .Mr.  Parry  having  removed  from  the  village,  Mr. 
Davis  is  the  earlie.st  business  man  of  the  village. 

WliililAll  UAV1S»  fsraieT,  Sec.  13 ;  P.O.  Banuor:  bom  in  North  Wales,  May,  1827  i 
oame  to  the  United  States  in  the  summer  i^  1849.  Lived  in  Wankesha  Co.  tor  a  time,  where  he  was 
married  to  Margaret  Williams,  daughter  of  John  Williams,  who  eanie  to  Wauke.'-hu  C  i  tlic  summer  of 
1849;  removed  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  the  summer  of  1854,  where  he  worked  for  u  time  in  the  Bangor  Mills 
as  miller.  He  settled  on  his  present  fium  in  1856,  which  he  had  porohascd  in  1854;  has  owned  this 
farm  sinee  that  time.  In  the  spring  of  1872,  he  bought  what  is  known  as  the  Big  Creek  Mill,  whieh  he 
operated  till  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he  sold  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  .seven  children — Sarah  .1.,  John 
W,,  William.  Mary,  Thomas,  Richard  and  Nellie.    His  farm  contains  J'tO  acre.*. 

REV.  J.  P.  EVANSli,  Pastor  of  Congregational  C>iuruh,  fiangor;  born  in  South  Wales  in 
1842.    He  graduated  at  Bala  College  in  1866;  eame  to  the  United  States  In  1867;  was  engaged  in 
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preaoMni?  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  for  about  two  yearn,  organizing  several  churches  in  Lnierne  Co.  He  entered 
the  Tlit'olcipieul  Department  of  Yale  College  in  18t;;t,  j^duatinp  in  the  class  of  1873.  His  fir-i  <  hai|;e 
«ft«r  graduating,  was  at  Portland,  Mc,  where  be  remained  four  jean.  Came  to  Wisconsin  in  1877. 
Took  ebarfse  of  a  ohvreh  at  Cmbria,  CSolvmbk  Co.  Becnne  Fntor  of  the  Ooagregatfooal  Cbiudi  at 
B:in<:>>r.  September,  1870  His  wife  wia  Hilt  JoDnie  Jonea,  danghtar  of  Lowia  Jomi,  who  entignted 
from  Wales  to  Pennsylvunia. 

THOMAS  H.  EYNON,  farmer.  See.  12;  P.  ().  Rocklnii'i  ;  l>urn  in  South  Walei<  in  1813 
Hi8  parents  euigratud  to  (^anada  in  1832.  He  came  to  La  Cros^o  Co.  in  June,  1S54,  and  settled  on  hi$ 
present  farm,  only  40  acres  of  which  is  in  La  Croetse  Co.,  the  balance  being  in  Monroe.  He  was  married 
to  Catherine  Watkins.  bom  in  South  Wales  in  1821).  Her  parents  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  from 
Wales,  in  the  fall  of  188L  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kynon  have  four  ehildren — Elisabeth,  Hannah,  Emjrr  and 
Harriet.  Lost  first  (bar  ebiMren,  also  the  youngest.  Farm  coDtains  320  aerea.  Mr.  Kynon  was  the 
orii,'inal  settler  on  his  form,  ami  lias  inaiii  all  tin  improvements  which  tli.  far!!!  rontains.  His  buildings 
are  fine  substantial  siruetures.  and  compare  favorably  with  the  many  tine  residences  and  out-buildings  to 
be  found  in  lhi«  valley. 

B.  OII.iI.iBOI'i,  projirietor  of  saloon.  BaiiL'or.  Mr.  (JIIUxh'  was  born  in  Norway,  Nov.  22,  1845. 
Piwigrated  to  this  wjuntry  July,  1868.  He  lived  in  the  city  of  La  Croase  for  several  years;  went  U) 
Sparta  to  1874,  and  engaged  to  the  bakery  and  confectionery  businees.  Located  in  Bangor  in  1S7S. 
Hia  wife  was  born  in  Norway.  Thej  have  bad  aix  boya,  four  of  whom  are  living — Ole  B..  Eoil  R.. 
Milen  and  John    One  of  the  deoeaiad  was.  naaied  Alfred,  the  other  died  in  early  infancy. 

JOIIX  II.  IIC^fiillBS,  fumitnn  deal«r,  Bangor;  son  of  John  H.  Mu^)le.^  who  was  horn  iti 
Wales  about  182U.  Came  to  this  oonntry  wImb  a  young  man ;  ailerward  returned  to  Wales,  where  be 
was  nartiod.  Reinmed  to  New  York  and  aetded  in  Oneida  Go.  He  eame  to  Wisconsin  almit  18S6. 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Bangor,  where  he  resided  till  his  death,  whi<  h  occurred  the  following  autumn 
Father  was  twice  married;  first  wife  died  in  Wales.  Had  twelve  children;  six  by  first  wife,  and  »ix 
by  second.  John  H.  was  born  in  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May,  1852;  came  to  La  Cras.se  Co.  with  hit 
parents,  where  ho  has  since  resided.    He  engaged  in  bis  praaeot  bosineBB  in  the  fail  of  1876. 

DAVID  J.  JAMES,  farmor.Sec.  12;  P.  O.  Roclcland;  bom  in  OUmorf^nshire,  Wales,  in  1813 ; 
married  to  Mury  Jenkins  ,  eame  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and  settled  in  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis.;  camt 
to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1852,  and  bought  80  acres  of  his  present  farm  of  Mr.  Cook ;  bail  now  360  acres. 
His  improvements  are  among  the  very  best  in  the  town.   Has  had  twelve  ehildren,  rix  of  whom  are 

living;  children  were  all  horn  in  Wales  hut  the  youngejft ;  children  living  are  Mary,  born  1833  now 
Mrs.  Thomas  Davis;;  John,  bctrn  1S35.  resides  in  the  town  of  Burns;  David  I).,  born  in  Wales  March 
1!),  1S:!7,  married  Margaret  Price,  daughter  of  William  Price,  Kliz.xbeth,  born  Dec.  28,  18.39  (now  Mrs. 
Thomas  L.  Kvans) ;  Kvan  D.  a'ul  Maggie,  born  Nov.  15,  1856.  Mra.  James  died  Feb.  16,  1880.  Mr. 
James  is  a  member  of  the  Welsh  Presbyterian  Church. 

EVAN  D.  JAUES,  I'.  O.  Rockland ;  son  of  David  J.  James;  bom  in  Wales  March  13. 
1849 ;  married  Deborah  Jonea,  datighter  of  John  E.  Jones.  They  have  two  ehildren — Mary  and  John  £. 

MR!!.  HABT  F.  JENKINS,  Bangor;  widow  of  David  J.  Jenkins,  who  was  bora  w 
Cardiganshire,  South  Wales,  March.  1829;  came  to  America  in  ISTi'J  IT  Iiv(  I  in  Li  Cn«se  City  one 
year,  and  removed  to  Bangor  in  the  tall  of  185.3.  He  was  married  lo  his  present  widow.  Mary  F.  Will- 
iams, daughter  of  Samuel  Williams,  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  from  Massachusetts  .March,  18.38,  and  lo 
Dodge  Co..  Wis.,  in  July,  184(1;  thc-ncc  to  Sauk  Co.  in  1S4!>,  and  to  Bangor  in  1854.  Mr  Jenkins  w«» 
a  prominent  citizen  of  the  village  of  Bangor.  He  built  (he  mill  in  this  village  now  owned  by  Mr.  Jobo 
Boehard.  H«  was  JnsUoe  of  the  I'eace  many  years  He  (tied  OoL  17, 1871.  Mrs.  Jenkins,  previoM 
to  her  marriage,  was  a  prominent  teacher  of  La  Crosse  Co. 

HENRY  B.  JOHIVN,  proprietor  of  the  Kagle  House,  Bangor ;  bom  in  Wales  in  1813.  He 
eame  to  this  country  about  1^1,5  ;  ho  is  a  patt«m-maker  \<y  trade ;  worked  about  tWO  yeSTB  in  the  Novelty 
W^urks  of  New  York  City  ;  ihcnoe  to  Clifford  Co.,  Peno. ;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1864 ;  Kved  in  Leon  twu 
man,  wtien  ho  eame  to  Bangor,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  wife  was  Mary  Aon  Hnghea.  They 
have  four  daughtCIS"  Sarah,  Sabi-ra.  .Josephine  and  Maria. 

D.  B.  JOHNS,  farmer,  .Sec.  \-;  P.  ( ).  Rockland;  was  born  in  (llatnorganshire.  Wales,  lo 
1827.  He  emigrated  to  New  York  City  in  isr)(l  ;  thence  to  Milwaukee,  and  thence  to  Columbia  Co.  in 
June,  1850;  returned  to  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1851  ;  thence  to  Pennsylvania  in  December  of  tliat 
year.  He  remained  in  Pennsylvania  till  the  spring  of  1853,  when  he  came  to  the  city  of  La  Crowe  May 
6,  1853.  He  retuuined  in  L  i  Crosse  and  vicinity  for  a  time,  and  then  went  to  Leon,  Monroe  Co.,  wber? 
he  remained  about  four  yean ;  then,  with  his  brother,  L.  W.,  he  came  to  the  town  <^  Bangpr,  and  bought 
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pro^cnt  fiiriii  in  1S59.  where  they  sottli  d  in  the  spring  of  1860.  D.  B.  Johns  was  married  to  Catharine 
£van3.  daughter  of  Morgan  Evuiis  an  early  settler  of  Dodge  Co..  but  now  a  re.sident  of  the  town  of 
Bkngor.  Hi.s  present  wife  was  Martha  Fulton,  daughter  of  David  Fulton.  She  wa*  born  in  Pennsjl- 
VMiia.  Mr.  Johns  1i:ls  four  children  by  first  witV  —Anna.  Uiihard,  (laflionu-  and  Llewelyn.  He  and  his 
bfother,  L.  W..  h;ivo  about  3l53  acres,  with  j^oud  improvements.  Mr.  Juhn.s  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
intelli^reot  f'armt  r^  :  t  f5an<jor ;  has  Ijcon  Assc.'sor  of  the  town  for  ten  years. 

WILLIAM  JOHNSORf,  farmer,  Sec.  25 ;  P.O.  Ban«;or;  born  in  Norway  in  1843.  His 
father,  John  Hanson,  died  in  Norway ;  mother  and  three  s<jns,  Andrew,  Gilljert  and  William,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856.  They  lived  in  Dane  County  for  a  time,  and  removed  thence  to  Vernon  County. 
WiUkun  oame  to  Lr  Crosse  County  in  18511,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Baogor.  He  was  married  to  Aom 
Frahon;  ihe  died  in  18B9;  hss  one  daughter — Julia.  His  farm  contains  320  aerea.  Two  brotherB  of 
Mr.  Johnsiin.  Kvan  and  .Matliias,  eame  to  the  I  Hi  ted  States  several  years  before  the  re-st  nf  th<-  family 
came.  Evan  now  lives  io  Dakota.  Matbios  resides  on  Section  25,  where  he  settled  in  18G3  ;  was  mar- 
ried  to  Dora  Kondson,  born  in  Norway.  They  hare  nine  children— three  sons  and  mz  daughters.  Htt 
fkrm  eonUiins  IHO  acres. 

DAVID  JOKEii  (deceased),  born  in  Wales  about  1824;  came  to  the  United  Sutcs  when  a 
young  man ;  Hnd  in  Wanltesha  Connty,  this  State,  for  a  time,  where  he  wa^  married  to  Mary  RoweOa, 

born  in  Wales.  They  came  to  La  Croswe  County  about  l^^.'vt,  ani!  pun  hiij-t'i!  tlif  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  two  .s  ins.  Kdward  11.  and  Walkin.  A  part  of  this  tiirm  was  Government  land  at  the  time  he  pur- 
ciiased  it.  He  resided  here  till  his  death,  whieh  ooonrred  Ang.  18,  1875.  Tlie  mother  died  Aug.  20, 
1S79.  They  had  ci^iht  children,  fnur  nf  wlinin  are  liviuL'.  vi/  Ivlwan^  IT,  ;  .VlarfTarct,  now  Mrs.  John 
O.  Thumiis,  resides  at  Voungstown,  Uluo ;  Wutkiu,  born  on  the  homestead  in  1857,  atid  Mary  Ann,  now 
Mrs.  Richard  Evans.  The  homestead  Ikrm  eontains  230  aerea,  whieh  is  ooou|^  by  Edward  H.  and 
Wat  kin. 

i>.\VID  D.  JOME^i,  dealer  in  real  esUte,  etc.,  Bangor ;  born  in  New  Vork  City  iti  1S2'.>.  His  par- 
ents  were  i  atives  of  Wales,  and  died  when  he  was  a  ehild.  He  was  brought  up  by  relatives  in  Steuben, 
Ooeida  Co.,  N.  Y.;  went  to  Utica  when  a  yoaog  man;  came  to  La  Crosse  County  in  1856,  and  located  in  the 
town  of  Bangor ;  has  been  variously  eng>^^,  since  he  came  to  Bangor,  in  real  estate,  selling  goods  as  a 
commercial  man,  etc.  In  1825,  his  father  purchased  a  lot  on  Fifih  avenue.  New  York  City,  dying  soon 
after,  and  the  name  Jones  being  a  common  one,  doubts  arose  in  sftcr  yean  ss  to  who  were  the  legal  heirs 
of  this  property.  After  an  extended  and  ex|>ensive  litigation,  Mr.  Jones  succeeded  in  establishing  tlie  fiiot 
that  he  was  heir  to  this  property.  His  wife  was  Miss  Klizabeth  Vauglmn.  Thc^  have  five  dlildten — 
Mrs.  James  Koberts,  Amaretta,  Viviao  and  Frank  (  of  Eau  Claire),  and  Victor. 

BTAW  jONfiSfi,  retired  farmer ;  P.  O.  Bangor ;  be  and  fiimily  are  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Bangor.  Hi-  was  born  in  Wales  in  180}  ;  wciil  Im  Ciniaila  about  1S42.  leavinu'  bis  J'linily  in  Wales. 
About  1845,  he  returned  to  hi.s  native  land  and  brought  over  his  children,  four  sons,  his  wife  having  died 
daring  his  absence.  In  August,  IWA,  he  emigrated  to  La  Crosse  County  and  settled  on  Section  5  in  the 
town  of  Bangor,  where  he  atill  resides,  hale  and  hearty,  at  the  ripe  age  of  77  years  His  four  sons  by  his 
fir»t  marriau:''  were  all  burn  in  Wales,  and  are  all  prominent  iarmera  of  La  Crosse  Cnutity  ;  has  one  daugh- 
ter by  bis  [ire.st'Ot  wile. 

JOHX  JOiVEiS,  teacher.  Bangor  ,  .son  of  Kvan  0  Jorcs,  wh  i  was  hi»rn  in  Wales  and  came  to 
the  United  States  about  1840  ;  settled  in  the  city  of  Ulica,  Oueida  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  came  to  Wisconsin  with  his 
ftmily  in  the  spring  of  1865,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Bangor,  where  he  now  lives.  His  son,  John  J. 
Jones,  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  in  1854 ;  is  at  present  teacher  of  the  school  in  the  village  of  Bangor; 
has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  La  Crojisc  County  about  four  years. 

JIOHX  X..  JO^tEilif  P.  O.  Bangor  ;  son  of  Krans  Jones ;  owns  part  of  homestead  on  .Section 
5t  where  he  resides.  Ue  was  bom  in  Wales  in  1838;  he  was  married  to  Laura  Wheldon,  daughter  of  John 
Vlieldon ;  they  h  ive  six  children — Vatie,  Herbert,  Willie,  Newton,  Jesao  and  Nellie.  Farm  eontains 
.'UO  acres.  Morgan  K.  .lones.  fijurth  son  of  Evan  Jones,  born  in  Wales  in  1841,  he  also  owns  part  of  the 
homestead ;  married  Elisabeth  Trotheroe,  daughter  of  John  Trotheroe ;  they  liavo  four  ohildreu — Abbie, 
Evan  P..  John  and  Morgan. 

DAKIBL  HORRIS,  farmer,  Section  6;  P.  0.  Ban-ur  :  b  ,rn  in  Cardiganshire,  Wahw,  May, 
1828.  He  cnne  to  the  United  States  in  1852  ;  lived  for  a  time  in  i'eunsylvaoia ;  came  to  La  Crosse  Co. 
in  the  fidlof  1854;  married  Sarah  Harwood,  bom  in  Wales;  have  five  children — ^William,  David,  Mary, 
Herbert  and  Kit'ie. 

UlSNKY  nOBV.  resides  at  Adolph  Bosshard's,  Section  8  ;  P.  O.  Bangor  ;  born  in  Switseriand 
in  1811.   He  came  to  the  United  States  b  1857;  fived  in  New  York  Oi^  till  1861 ;  in  Hay  of  that  year 
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heeDViHU'd  in  the  Ist  N.  J.  V.  C,  served  about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  was  discharged  for  duabilitv.  He 
first  vaiuii  to  J.u  Urosse  Co.  in  the  sunnmer  of  H^U^.  but  soon  after  went  to  Saak  Co.,  where  he  retuioe<l 
ttU  187H;  since  that  time  ha.s  been  a  resident  i>{   H.i[i_;iir,  La  Cro8.se  Co. 

A.  B.  !VRWTON,  91.  D.,  Bangor;  born  io  VVhit«hall,  Ooeida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  ia  1842;  he  renord 
with  bid  parcnte  to  IllinotR  in  1849,  and  to  the  city  of  La  Croase  in  1859.  He  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Baxter,  who  was  then  associated  with  Dr.  McArthur,  in  18G0  ;  he  had,  previous  to  thi^  lim-, 
attended  the  First  Wnrd  School  in  La  Crosse.  He  enlisted,  ia  the  spring  of  1861,  in  the  Light  Quatds, 
but  left  the  State  with  the  3d  W.  V.  I.,  in  August,  1862;  he  reoeived  au  appointment  aa  Hospital  Stew- 
ard in  the  Kepular  army,  and  served  in  this  capacity  till  the  elosc  of  the  war.  He  continued  hia  stuJies 
during  his  hospital  service  j  entered  Ku^h  Medical  Oolioj^e,  Chicago,  October,  18(i5,  where  he  sraduated  in 
18^ ;  has  been  located  in  Bangor  since  that  time.    Married  Hiu      McKensie,  daughter  of  0.  W.  M<- 

Kensie:  hav.-  two  cliildn  n — f'harlis  and  Cordelia. 

JOHX  H.  FARKV,  merchant;  Bangor;  born  in  Wales,  May.  182P  :  came  to  the  Tnitd 
States  in  the  Spring  of  1849,  located  io  Waukesha  Co.,  where  he  lived  two  years ;  ihence  to  Rome,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  v.  ;  he  came  to  Hunnor  in  November.  lSfi4.  and  eiiiraired  in  the  mercantile  bu.«in>^.s:  ha*  al*) 
been  onf;a;;ed  considerably  in  '/rain  fuiyiriLT.  OF  the  busines.>i  men  now  of  Bangor,  Mr.  Parry  has  beca  the 
lon<;eiit  established  in  the  bu  int>> :  lu>  wil'r  was  al^o  a  native  of  Walei«;  they  have  three  children— Lmui. 
now  Mrs  A.  Meujrel ;  John  11.,  Jr  ,  now  in  Li  Cron.se,  and  lluhcrl  G. 

WlLliIAH  PRICK,  farmer,  Section  '.i ;  P.  O.  Ban>;or ;  was  born  in  South  Wales  about 
1820.  He  camo  tu  the  Unit<  <i  St  it.  s  when  21  years  of  aj^;  fiist  to  Schuylkill  Co.,  PiMW.,  theaee 
to  Meigs  Co.,  Ohio,  wherQ  ht,  li^cd  till  April,  1852,  when  he  went  to  California,  where  he  engaged  to 
mining  ;  he  returned  to  Meigs  Co.  in  the  fiill  of  1853  ;  came  tu  La  Crosse  Co.  in  the  >>prin^  of  1854,  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  Michael  Darnm  ;  wa.s  married  in  Ohio  to  Ann  Jones,  born  in  Wide$:  th«y 
have  bad  ^bt  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living — one  son  and  six  daughters.  Tbej  lost  their  videt 
son,  John  T..  who  died  Jan.  12, 1880.  Mr.  Price  has  200  acres ;  only  about  30  acres  were  improved 
when  he  purchased  it  ;  hi-  fir.'^l  hmitxht  120  acres. 

CALEB  U.  BICUABDMIN,  farmer,  Section  17  ;  P.  O.  Bangor;  born  in  the  tona  of 
Warren,  Grafton  Go.,  N.  H.,  Jnne  25, 1816.  He  resided  in  his  native  State  till  about  1846,  when  he 
reujoved  to  T>odL'c  Co..  Wis.  whrrr  ho  lived  srvcn  ycar->  .  be  came  to  La  Crnsse  Co.,  June,  l^.>4.anJ 
settled  uu  hits  present  farm,  a  part  of  which  he  entered  as  goverument  land.  Uis  first  wUb  was  Miss  Raw- 
lins, born  in  Haverhill,  N.  H. ;  she  died  in  Dodge  Co.  His  present  wife  was  Miss  Aurilla  Hunt,  boraia 
the  State  </{'  New  York.  Has  two  children  by  his  first  wife — Daniel  II.  and  Emily  A.,  now  Mr*.  Jonc? , 
both  are  resideuUs  of  Laramar,  W.  T.:  has  six  children  by  prtssent  wife — Kllen,  William,  Herbert.  Matild*. 
Fred  and  Arthur. 

AiVXA  RL'KI>Y,  1*  O.  Baniror;  widow  of  I'lnriaa  I'uedy,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland  in 
H'M  ;  married  in  Switzerland  to  \m  present  widow,  Anna  Kuedy,  who  wa*  born  in  17f5.  They  euiiara- 
ted  t«  Highland,  111.,  in  1840,  where  they  lived  about  four  years ;  thence  to  the  town  of  Honey  Creek. 
Sauk  Co.,  Wis.  They  were  one  of  the  few  (icrmau  families  of  Sauk  Co.  who  were  the  first  settlers  of 
the  town  of  Bangor,  where  they  settled  in  1851.  They  first  settled  on  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Kuedy  now 
lives.  Sec.  S.  They  brought  five  children  to  this  country,  only  one  of  whom — Mrs.  Christina  Wolf— is 
now  living.  The  naoien  m  the  four  children  deceased  were  Christian,  born  in  1823,  diod  1879;  JUaigaret, 
Lucy,  and  John,  who  died  in  1878.  The  wife  of  the  latter.  Ursula,  daughter  of  Peter  Saxon,  resides  st 
the  homestead  ;  her  partMits  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Switzerland  in  1854,  and  came  to  La  Cras*c 
Co.  in  1855;  her  father  died  in  1874;  her  mother  still  resides  in  Bangor.  Mrs.  Ursula  Ruedy  has  foar 
ohitdren — Anna,  Ursula,  Christina  and  Peter. 

I>R.  JOHBT  SHANKLAXD,  druggist,  Ban-or  ;  born  in  W.Lshinu'tun  C'.,  N.  Y^^ia 
1812;  graduated  at  Carlton  College,  Vermont,  ia  18-44.  He  removed  to  Michigan,  ibcnoe  to  lilinoii; 
euDM  to  La  Ciosw  Co.  in  1881.   The  doctor  practtoed  medicine  (br  twenty-fire  yenn;  engaged  in  the 

druir  business  in  IHi'ii],  in  B  inj  tr,  with  Jacob  Waterman;  on  the  death  of  lii^-  [nirtner.  in  18t)!*.  be  retir*! 
from  the  practice  of  his  profession,  a-s  his  business  rc<(uireil  hi.s  entire  attention.  HLs  wife  was  Miss  El!»n 
A.  Cnmmings. 

JOHK  ffl.  TH4m.4S,  farmer,  Sec.  10;  P.  O.  Bangor;  born  in  South  Wales  about  HJt; 
He  emigrated  to  Oiieid.n  Co  ,  \.  Y..  when  26  year.<  of  age;  he  resided  for  a  time  in  lljme  and  other  pir'.» 
of  Oneida  Co.;  he  came  to  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  the  fall  of  1S54.  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  Was  married  to  Kllen  Jones  ;  they  have  six  children — Margaret,  Hugh,  Jobs 
Henry,  William  and  Richard;  lost  second  child — William.  Farm  couiaios  2UU  acres;  bis  farm  is  w<li 
improfed,  has  bricic  naideoee,  good  bnnw,  ete. 
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BALFH  THOHMOW ,  fiinner.  See.  3 ;  P.  O.  Bangor :  wts  bora  in  Irdooil  in  1819.  Hfa 

piinuta  emigmU'd  to  Canada  whin  hv  was  10  years  of  ago  ;  came  to  Wlsoon!'in  in  May,  1850,  aod  6ett1ed 
at  Hyde'ti  Gruvu,  Kauiou  Co.,  where  he  lived  till  1852,  wheD  he  came  to  I^a  Oroese  Co.,  Wis.,  and  pre-emp- 
tpil  120  acrefl  of  the  fami  whioh  he  now  owdb,  and  which  he  entered  in  Jnly,  1853;  he  atterwards 
iniTfa-^fJ  his  farm  tfl  its  prospnt  diinciision;' ;  hiu!  now  360  acrci*.  He  is  a  successful  farmer,  has  pood 
buildings,  tiue  brick  house,  v^liiclt  was  ))uilt  in  1872.  He  wim  married  iu  Canada,  in  1814,  to  Hannah 
Hemstook,  bora  in  NotUnghainHhire,  England ;  they  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  aro  ttfiog^ 
ThonaflT  John  Benjamin  and  Lucr  I  ;  the  last  two  aro  twins.   They  ket  their  first  child,  Uaniek 

SET.  JOHSf  J.  Paator  oTUw  Bnptiat  Ohnrdi  of  Bangor,  was  bom  in  Llamin- 

chllyn.  Merionethshire,  North  Wales,  Aj)ril  1 'J,  1826;  hoemij^rated  with  hi^  p  in'uts  hi  the  T^nit.d  Siiit-  i^in 
the  spring  of  1831,  and  settled  at  Uemsen,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  be  received  a  common-school  cducalion  in 
Renuen,  and  afterwards  took  a  parUal  ^oone  in  the  Whitestown  Seminary,  near  Utica,  N.  T.  He 
remained  at  home  with  his  father,  working  on  a  farm,  till  he  wa"  17  years  old  ;  then  hv  sftent  seven! 
yean  in  learning  the  carpenter's  trade;  he  to<tk  a  course  of  instruction  iu  the  science  of  urchitecture  and  in 
the  art  of  drawing,  under  Prof.  A.  B.  Stone  and  the  Ute  A.  J.  Lathrop,  of  Utioa,  N.  Y.  At  the  close  of 
his  studies,  he  passed  an  examination,  and  received  a  diploma  from  the  above-named  gentlemen  ;  he  was 
enpi^d  in  manofacturing  lumber  for  several  years;  he  has  followed  the  btvrinoss  of  mtnse-building  for  a 
large  portion  of  time  during  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  HiH  |(arcnts  were  members  of  the  Ojogrega- 
tioual  Church  at  Steuben,  N.  Y.  His  mother  died  April  13,  1841,  and  his  father  died  Fd>.  6,  18M. 
He  commenced  preaching  with  the  M.  B.  Ohnrdi  at  Remsen,  in  the  winter  of  1863.  After  the  lapse  of 
a  few  years,  he  left  that  ehurch.  not  from  any  ill  fee!tn_'  fnwanl  any  of  the  brethren,  but  for  the  following 
reason  :  Early  in  the  summer  of  iyi!3,  he  was  drawn  into  the  baptismal  eontroverey,  which  led  him  to  a 
earefid  Stody,  and  a  patient  investigation  of  the  doctrine  of  Christian  baptism.  The  result  was.  his  for- 
mer views  and  lielief  upon  that  subject  were  changed  ;  he  became  a  Baptist  in  sentiment.  On  the  1 1  th  of 
October,  1874,  he  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Bunker,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Bangor.  The  church  employed  him  to  preach,  and  on  the  22d  of  March,  1877,  he  watt  ordained,  and  set- 
tled as  a  Pastor  of  tho  Baptist  Chnreh  of  Banj^r,  and  oontinoes  to  serve  in  that  office  to  the  present  time. 
In  September,  1877,  he  entered  tbe  Baptist  Union  Theologtea!  Seminary,  Chicago,  III.,  where  he  pnnued  a 
special  course  in  theology,  which  he  intends  to  complete  during  the  next  ensiiint;  year.  He  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  settled  at  Bangor,  where  he  has  since  resided,  variously  employed  SSS 
Drencher,  house  builder  and  school  teaeher.  On  the  25th  day  of  December,  1867.  he  was  married  to  Mias 
M.iy  A.  Thomas,  of  Steuben,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.;  "hf  w:i^i  born  in  Ronnvilh'.  Oneida  Cn.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  25, 
1S41  ;  they  have  had  three  children  ,  two  are  now  living — one  daughter,  named  Jennie,  born  .Sept.  24, 
1868,  and  one  son,  named  Kichard  Miner,  bom  An.  28,  1870  ;  the  youngest  child  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1673,  aod  died  Oct.  6,  1873.  After  a  few  yean  ofnappy  union,  Itia  beloved  wile  died,  at  Bangor,  Sept. 
27,  1873,  and  was  taken  to  Oneida  Co.,  N.  T.,  for  bnrial.   In  1860,  be  was  elected  Supenrfsor  of 

tbe  town  nf  Ht  msen.  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  in  1861  was  re  elected  to  the  same  nffKe;  he  pt  rfurnicd  the 
dmiesof  that  office  in  a  satis&ctorr  manner.  In  1871,  be  was  elected  Justioe  of  tbe  Peace  at  Bangor, 
Wb.,  snd  served  but  one  term.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  noted  thtnf^  in  the  history  of  the  snb}eet  of 
this  sketch,  is  tho  fact  that  he  has  been  a  enmmnn-schnol  teacher  for  a  hmg  period  of  years,  both  in  New 
York  State  and  in  Wisconsin.  He  has  taught  twenty-three  winters ;  eight  of  the  above  number  he  has 
taught  in  District  No.  2,  Bangor.  He  received,  August  12,  1865,  a  State  certificate  from  the  late  Hon. 
V.  M.  Rice,  who  was  then  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  New  York  State.  Among  tbe 
thrilling  reminiscences  of  his  past  life,  there  is  none,  perhaps,  which  will  touch  his  feelings  any  more  than 
some  of  those  incidents  that  occurred  in  connection  with  his  experienoe  as  a  school  teacher.  At  several 
different  times  daring  his  past  life,  be  has  experienced  severe  revenesand  sore  disappointments  in  business 
mnlten  whieh  bksted  bis  most  dierisbed  plans  and  hopes.  Bnt  smid  sll  triab  and  tronblss  be  has  endeav- 
ored to  exemplify  thnse  gitod  principles  which  he  has  taught  and  inculcated  in  the  school  room  and  fltOD 
the  pulpit,  regartlin^  the  building  up  and  preserving  good  character,  as  one  of  the  dearest,  highest  and 
noblest  obje<'ts  0}  be  attained  in  the  present  life. 

BICHARD  I».  U'll.LIAnS,  farmer.  Sec.  11  ;  I'.  O.  Bangor;  born  in  Wales.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  David  J.  and  Sarah  Williams,  in  1850,  and  settled  iu  Waukesha  Co. 
The  family  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1851,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Bangor,  in  Fish  Creek  Valley,  and 
was  tbe  fint  family  that  settled  in  this  vaJley.  Tbe  &niily  removed  to  California  in  1868,  where  the 
lather  died  in  May,  187S.  Riebard  D.  retnnied  from  Calnbmfai  in  1869,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives, 
on  Sec.  1 1 .  Ilis  mother  returned  in  1878,  and  now  re:*idos  in  the  town  of  Bangor.  The  others  are  still 
on  the  Pacific  coast.    The  parents  of  Biehard  D.  lud  ten  children.    His  wife  is  Catharine,  daughter  of 
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Edward  R.  Jones.  They  have  two  children — EKos  tnd  Hannah ;  lost  three  childreo.  Farm  oontaios 
230  acres. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  radrad  fanner;  P.  0.  Bangor;  bom  in  Wdea  Aogoat.  1827.  Uk 

rnt8  emigrated  to  OnMik  Ch>.,  N.  T.,  when  he  was  13  jvm  of  age.  Bf r.  Willianw  eaaie  to  La  Crmk 
in  and  i^ettled  W  the  town  of  Bangor,  Sec.  9.    He  still  owns  this  farm,  which  cantaiu<  2^0 

■ores.  This  is  a  fine  fand,  and  well  improved ;  has  been  a  vorr  auooesafal  fanner ;  has  a  fine  residence  in 
die  village  of  Bangor,  where  he  resides.  His  wife  was  Min  ilafy  Monis,  bora  in  theState  of  New  Tofk. 
They  have  four  c  hlldnn— Richard,  Thoraaii,  Morris  and  Hannah. 

30UN  WILLI A31J»,  IL  Bangor;  was  born  in  Wales  Dec.  15,  1855.  Ue  attended 
the  Medioal  College  at  Birminghtoi,  BagbuMl,  Ibr  thrse  yssn.  He  oune  to  the  United  States  in  Angiut, 
1877  ;  remained  in  Brooklyn,  N  Y..  for  a  short  time,  and  came  to  Banpor  the  followint:  winter  ;  hajs  b.yri 
practicing  his  profesaion  since  that  time.    His  wife  was  Sarah  J.  Hughes,  daughter  uf  John  H.  Hughes. 

JOHN  WHELDON,  Postmaster,  Bnngor;  born  in  Wales  in  1815.  His  parents  emigntcd 
to  thiH  country  in  1817.  They  lived  about  two  yearn  in  Philadelphia,  and  then  removed  to  Steeben, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  parents  resided  till  their  death.  Mr  Wheldon  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  the  Tillage  of  Bangor  in  October,  1H53.  Mr.  Wheldon  may  be  regarded  aa  tut 
first  settler  in  the  village  of  IJaniror.  He  purchased  a  farm  which  includes  part  of  the  ritlap;. 
purchasing  of  R.  A.  Richards.  Tliis*  farm  was  entered  by  Ebcnezcr  Buckingham,  which  was  the  second 
farm  entered  in  the  towo  of  Bangor.  The  date  of  this  entry  is  July  1,  18.50.  Mr.  Wheldon  still  ovas 
his  original  farm,  except  that  portion  on  which  a  part  of  the  village  stands.  He  built  the  first  dwelliog— 
a  log  house — in  1853,  on  the  present  site  of  the  village.  He  has  always  been  prominently  identified  wiih 
the  interest  of  this  town,  and  enjoy.s  the  respect  and  confidence  of  al! ;  has  held  nearly  all  town  offices ;  wa» 
Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer  for  a  nnmber  of  years;  also  Supervisor  and  Chairman  of  the  Board;  is  at 
present  Justice  of  the  Peace,  whieh  office  he  has  held  Ibr  the  pest  twelve  years  ;  has  been  Foetansster 
.>*ince  1H7;5  Hi.s  wife  was  Klizahcth  Robertc.  born  in  Wales.  Have  eleven  children — nine  sons  and  tw'> 
daugbiero ;  all,  except  two,  residents  of  La  Crosse  Co.,  one  son  residing  in  Colorado  and  soother  in 
Minnesota.    8.  B.,  Robert  and  GfUth  reside  at  hono.   8.  B.  n  Asajstant  PostoMster  and  Town  Clerk. 

nRH.  CHRISTINA  WOliF,  Sees.  ,'>  and  fi;  p.  O.  Bangor;  the  widuw  of  .\ndrew  Wolf, 
who  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1819.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1840;  he  lived  in  Highland,  111., 
for  some  time ;  thence  to  Galena^  afterward  to  Sank  Oo.,  Wis.,  where  he  was  married  to  his  present  widow, 
rhri-^titia  Ruedy,  also  born  in  Switzerland.  They  came  to  La  Cro.«se  Cn  in  1R52,  and  settled  on  the  farn 
wliero  Mrs.  Wolf  now  re.tides.  Mr.  Wolf  died  May  9,  1867.  Mrs.  W'olf  has  five  children — Florin,  kirn, 
1848;  Anna.  18.50;  Ca.spar,  1856;  Andrew,  18.58;  Christina.  1861.  Florin  Ruedy,  father  of  Mrs. 
Wolf  cmigriited  to  Highland,  111.,  in  an<l  to  Sauk  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1844  ;  to  La  Cro9*.>  Cn.  in  ])C)1, 

and  settled  lu  the  town  of  Bangor,  where  he  died  in  1858.  Her  mother  still  resides  at  tbe  homestead,  ia 
her '86th  jcar. 


TOWN  OF  HOLLAND. 

C.  C.  BALSTAD,  farmer.  Sec.  :!0  ;  I'.  0.  Ilolmen.  Born  in  Noiway,  Feb.  18.  1S40.  fatue 
to  Wisconsin  in  1861 ;  worked  bjr  the  day ;  now  owns  160  acres  of  land,  with  a  good  orchard,  barn 
and  improvenients.   His  wife,  flSlla  Gilbert,  a  nativo  of  Norway,  bom  in  They  narriad  in  1868. 

They  have  seven  children— Henry,  Benaio,  Batsyi  Tana,  BmiBa,  Osoaraad  datanoe.  Has  ban  CleA, 
Justice  of  tbe  Peace,  and  Supervisor. 

ttlLBBBT  O.  BLACK,  ftmer.  Sec.  24;  P.  0.  Hohnen ;  was  bora  in  Dane  Go.,  Wis.,  Peh.  10, 
1851  ;  now  owns  20."  acres  of  fine  land,  with  a  larpc  barn  and  gof)d  house.  His  wife,  Carrie  Karn.  born 
in  Norway  in  the  year  1850.  They  married  in  the  year  1874,  and  have  lour  children — Olaf,  Alfred, 
Isaac  and  Ida  Ann.  lo  rsl^tt,  Lutherian ;  in  politlos,  R^blioaa.  Has  haea  Pathmaster.  IXvseior 
of  District  No.  2. 

OLE  O.  BLACK,  farmer,  Sec.  27  ;  P.  O.  Hohnen  ;  was  born  in  Norway.  Oct.  10,  1H19.  Came 
to  America  in  1850 ;  settled  in  Dane  Oo.,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  in  a  saw-mill  for  two  years  ;  this  wa.'^  al 
the  village  of  Christiana.  He  then  came  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  was  in  a  mill.  He  then  boogbt 
40  acres,  on  which  he  built  the  old  cabin  and  improved  the  place.  He  now  owns  200  acres, 
with  a  fine  boose,  21x10,  with  wing  24sSM^  viadwill,  etc  His  wife,  Johanna  (jilbrenson,  was  born 
in  Norway,  April  22,  1821.   They  ware  ninied  hi  1847.   They  have  had  twelTe  ehUdian— Ole,  Oil- 
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len,  Carl,  Anna,  Ber(inia,  Anton.  Fredricka,  Johanna,  (now  Mrs.  OlHcth  i,  Martha,  Mariah,  Bcftbft  and 
Murtio.  lo  politics,  Repablicao ;  in  religioo,  Lutber«n.  Treuurer  of  District  No.  2  twelve  yMis ;  on 
(he  Board  of  Soperviaon ;  AsMssnr  tncl  Treasurer. 

HON.  SFBL  BRIGGS,  f  inm-r  and  Iriwyrr,  P.  0.  New  .\insterdaiu  ;  was  born  in  Concord, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1821  ;  received  a  commnn-school  edacntion.  He  caiuc  to  VVisi-onsin  in  185ti, 
settled  in  Holland.  La  CraaM  Co.,  Wis  Has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Town  Clerk,  Superinteodeiit 
of  Schools,  and  Chairman  of  the  Cou-iry  B  mrd  of  Supervi4or8.  In  the  yc-ar  1840,  he  came  to  JarK'svillf, 
Wis.,  when  the  tuwn  euntuined  one  hiucli^uiith  :>hu|)  and  hotel.  He  remained  one  year,  then  he  returned 
to  New  York  and  tauu^ht  school.  In  the  year  1846,  he  married,  and  moved  onto  the  reservation  near  Bnf* 
fillo;  aold  out,  returned  to  Concord,  enga^  in  busioeas  for  three  y«m.  Uia  wife  waa  takes  aiek, 
when  he  gave  up  his  boainess  and  devoted  nis  entire  tine  to  ber  earo.  As  she  was  better  he  attended 
aebool,  in  the  year  lSr»4.  In  l^if)!'),  ho  came  to  Wisconsin  the  sccimd  timo.  .'ind  cn^au't'd  in  Vjusiucs.s  \n 
Dodge  Co.;  then  to  La  Crosse  Co.;  bought  80  acres  and  entered  40  acres  of  lund,  made  the  improve- 
menla.  He  owns  'iOO  acres  now  nicely  improved.  He  has  tauj^ht  school  a  p^>od  deal  of  the  time  since 
coniin_'  tn  this  plai  t'.  In  the  yfar  1S59,  he  went  to  La  Crosse  and  studied  law  with  Cnhh  Mes- 
iiiore  until  the  sprioi;  nf  iMiil ;  he  was  admitted  to  the  hir.  He  then  retiirni-d  the  farm  In  the 
year  1857,  elected  Jusliee  of  the  Peace,  and  has  held  the  office  since,  with  the  exception  of  1869, 
Elected  to  the  Afaembly  in  the  fall  of  1877,  receiving  1,656  votes  against  1,132  for  L  W.  Losey,  Demo- 
erat,  and  927  for  R.  A.  Moore,  Grecnbacker.  His  wife,  Phoebe  Ballon,  a  dowendant  of  Hosa  Ballou, 
who  WHS  liorn  in  SpnfTord,  Onondu-ja  Co.,  N.  Y.;  when  ijuitc  siii  ill  i  .  umved  tO  Brie  Co.  with  her  pareotl, 
where  tbev  died.    She  was  bom  Jan.  11,  1826.    Tbej  married  in  1846. 

AHDBBW  OLSOW  BTB,  frrmer,  See.  31 ;  P.  0.  Holmen;  bom  in  Norway,  Dee.  3, 
1827;  came  to  WiMmnsin  in  1S.")4  ;  now  owns  160  acres  of  fine  land,  on  which  he  has  made  all  of  (he 
improvements.  His  wile  was  Sarah  Hanson,  boro  in  Norway,  Dec  26, 1822 ;  they  married  in  1856 ;  now 
have  five  children — Olo,  Helen,  Julia.  Minna  and  Mathias  (deoeased).  In  rell^on,  Lutheran.  Has  been 
Town  Treasurer,  one  of  the  Board  of  8upcrvi.>ior.s,  also  Assessor. 

K.  C.  CA^iBKKGf  dealer  in  general  .stock,  Holmen ;  was  bom  in  Norway,  April  18,  1853. 
Came  to  America,  IHtji;  hogan  business  Feb.  24,  1880;  owns  town  proj>crty  in  Onalaska.  His  wife, 
Cnnie  C.  Micbelaon,  was  burn  in  Norway,  Dec.  29, 1851.  They  married  in  1873;  tbey  have  one  child, 
Ina,  born  Fel>.  22, 1879.    In  politiea,  Republican  ;  in  religion,  Lutheran. 

KTiA  CHKLlflGRS,  farmer.  Section  2;  F.  O.  New  Amsterdam ,  wu.s  born  in  the  N.  fher- 
land.s,  Holland,  Oct.  17,  1843;  came  to.  Wisconsin  in  the  year  1853.  His  wife  was  Miss  Von  der  Pann ; 
she  was  born  in  the  Netherlands,  Holland;  they  married  in  1872,  and  have  fbnr  ehildren — Seward  C., 
Mahala.  Susan  V.  and  John  Miller     He  is  a  Republican  aiul  a  Presbyterian. 

CUKISTIA^^  €HRI^»TK\NONSON,  proprietor  of  "Holmen  Mills;  was  born  in  Norway, 
July  27,  183!» ;  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1860,  settled  in  La  Cro.s.se  Co;  bought  100  acres  of  land,  made  the 
improvements,  and  sold  oat  and  boiU[ht  120  aorea;  in  1876  bonght  the  mill,  which  was  built  in  1875, 
now  veined  at  tl2,000.  Bis  wife,  Mattie  Knall,  was  bom  in  Norway,  Oct.  14,  1836 ;  was  nnrried  in 
1862  :  fill  have  seven  children — Christian  M.,  born  Jan.  31.  18G5;  Augusta,  born  Aug.  4,  18GG  ;  Cora 
L.,  born  Oct.  15,  1868;  Ald-n,  bom  April  13,  1871 }  Colvio,  born  Dec.  13.  1872,  died  Aug.  30,  1873; 
Morris,  born  April  H,  1874,  uid  Alexander,  bon  JtiB.  82,  1876.    He  is  a  Lnthenn  in  religion ;  in 

politics.  Republican  ;  Director  of  District  No  ^5  ;  has  been  Treasurer  and  Patlimastcr. 

WILLIAH  IIOL'GHEBTV,  tarmer.  Section  6;  1*.  O.  Holmen  ;  born  in  County  Donegal, 
Ireland.  May  8,  1820.  He  came  to  America  in  1839  to  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  in  the  mines;  then  ihming 
until  1866,  when  he  came  to  Wiaeoniin,  bonght  120  acres  of  land,  now  owns  540  acres,  with  a  large  square 
honse,  fine  barn,  40x80,  16-foot  comers.  His  wife,  Mary  Breen,  was  born  in  County  Parmanaugh, 
Ireland;  they  were  married  in  1847,  and  have  seven  children — John,  William,  Bainard.  Catharine, 
James,  Mary  Jane,  Anna  and  Margaret  (deooaaed).  He  is  a  Democrat  and  a  Catholic ;  William  has  been 
Clerk. 

ALFERD  GAARDKR,  farmer.  Section  31;  P.  ().  Holmen;  wa.s  born  in  Norway  in 
January,  1841;  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  with  his  parents;  his  father  died  in  1858,  his  mother  died  in 
1862  ;  he  went  to  Colorado  in  the  spritju-  ot  18()(l.  then  to  Montana  in  18r>3  ;  returned  to  liS  Crosse  Co. 
1868.  He  now  owns  160  acres  of  fine  land,  with  good  hou.se,  a  barn  30x56  feet,  basement  stable,  16-foot 
posts,  wagon-shed  and  other  buildings  in  fine  shape.  His  wife,  Mary  Hanson,  was  born  in  Dane  Co.,  in 
1849  ;  they  married  in  1869,  and  have  three  children — Lillie  Mav,  born  Oct.  27,  1875:  Kilmer  O.,  bom 
June  28,  1877  ;  John  (iarfield,  born  Mey  12,  1880.  Haa  been  Clerk  and  Director  of  Sohools,  end  mem- 
ber of  Town  Board  two  years. 
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H.  K..  HABJSEX,  farmer,  Seclioti  12;  P.  O.  Holmen  ;  born  in  Norway,  Jane  23,  1827  ;  same 
to  WisconBin  in  1841.  Hcttlcd  in  Milwaukor,  then  to  Walworth  (\)..  then  in  the  woodl  to  work;  then  in 
1H55  he  catue  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  Win.,  bou^'ht  80  acres  of  land,  und  made  the  improvements.  His  wife 
was  Caroline  Anderson,  bom  in  Norway,  April,  1820,  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1851;  thej  were 
married  in  1857;  they  have  four  children— Carl  L.,  Daniel  A.,  Mariian  A.  ciid  PflCerT.  HanhalL  He 
has  been  TreB.^arer  and  the  Director  of  District  No.  5. 

I%^ER  HAIVHO!V,  farmer.  Section  25  ;  F.  0.  Holmen;  was  born  in  Norway,  Sept.  24.  1826; 
came  to  Wisfoiipiii  in  1  H.")(J,  atnl  bouf^'ht  fjlt  acres  of  land,  now  owns  460  acres,  with  .splendid  iiuprrjremeDts. 
lie  was  a  poor  man  when  bo  came  to  America,  and  has  made  it  all  by  hia  own  indastry.  His  wife  was 
Sarah  Fridriein,  and  was  bom  in  Norway  in  1836 ;  they  married  in  1868,  and  bnve  aeiven  eUUraa— 
Ilnnsi.  Oluf,  Rendcna,  Mary.  Oscar,  Matin  and  Frideridc  H«  is  a  Be{>ubUean  and  a  Lnthenui,  aad  ii 
Treasurer  ofSchool  District  No.  2. 

PBTBB  HAlVilOll,  Farmer,  Sec.  25;  P.  O.  Holnen;  was  bom  in  Norway  Jan.  11,  1831 ; 
came  to  Wistonsiii  in  l^ri't.  and  now  owns  240  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  made  all  of  the  improre- 
ments — a  good  hou.su,  barn  and  out-buildings.  His  wifu  in  Elisabeth  JobosoD,  who  was  boro  in  Norway 
in  1828;  they  married  March  29,  1857;  the>  bad  five  children— Anton  L.  (deoeaaed),  Maty,  Haatoa. 
Elizabeth  und  Edward.    In  religion,  Lutheran  ;  in  politics,  Republican. 

JACOB  HOFMA^  farmer,  Sec.  1;  P.  O.  Holmen:  wa-  born  in  Netherian-ls,  Holland,  Avf(. 
8,  1815;  catue  to  WiiK'onsin  in  1856;  worked  by  the  day  fur  a  bond  three  years;  then  rentid  land;  he 
then  bouuht,  in  18G3,  8(1  acres;  now  owns  120  acre.'«.  finely  improved — good  hous«',  barn  32x42,  ItJ-foot 
posts.  Ili^  wife,  Katharine  Dijksira,  was  burn  in  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  Jan.  17,  1821 ;  married  ia 
1847 ;  have  seven  children — S.  I.,  S.  (now  Mrs.  Van  dcr  Pan,  in  Eau  Claire),  Agnes,  R.  L,  John,  C  F.iad 
Isabell.    In  politics.  UepubUcan  ;  in  rellLMim,  Presbyterian;  has  been  Director  ten yeaiB. 

ANDREW  A.  JOHXNO\,  fanner,  Sec.  13;  P.  0.  Holmen;  was  bom  in  Norway  Jan.  31, 
1824{;  came  to  WisconHin  in  1850;  bought  80  acres  of  land;  made  the  improvements;  uwns  now  240. 
with  |p)od  house,  and  born  42x32, 16-foot  posts,  and  w^gon-shed  16x20.  His  wifo,  Mattie  Hanson,  was 
bom  in  Norway  Dee.  26, 1826.  They  manied  in  the  year  1840,  and  fiavn  dlOdrai'-^obn,  Betey 
(now  Mth.  Daly  ,  Ilan.s.  Louie,  Mund,  Eddie.  Mattie  and  Hannah.  In  pwitiea,  BqNdlliean ;  tdigpfln, 
Lutheran  ;  Clerk  of  Dis'rict  No.  2 ;  has  been  Pathmaster  three  times. 

A.  C.  J4WlfflMllfv  ftrmer,  See.  6;  P.  O.  Holmen;  was  bora  in  La  Oroase  Oa,  townof  Hot- 
land,  Oct.  18,  18.54.  He  ciwns  TJil  acrcj*  of  land  ;  made  the  itnprovement.s  ;  ha-i  made  all  he  has  by  hiii 
own  industry.  Bin  wife  is  Lena  Oisen,  bora  in  Norway  Dec.  15;  1857;  married  Oct.  18,  1876;  ooe 
child — Tillia,  bom  Dec.  30,  1878.    In  rdigion,  Lntiieran ;  politiea,  Repnbliean. 

JOH5r}>iON,  fcrnirr,  S.-,..  21  ;  P.  O.  Stephenstown  ;  born  in  Norway  Decetiibcr,  1«19; 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1S39  ;  owns  Itio  aere.«!  of  land;  has  made  all  by  hi.s  own  industry.  Hi:*  wife,  Mar- 
tha Christcinon^on,  was  born  in  Norway  in  the  year  1820;  tbey  married  in  the  year  1843,  and  have  *even 
children — Caroline,  Nettie,  John,  Martha,  Mona,  Matt  and  Se?«rt  la  religion,  Lntheiaa ;  ia  pohtia, 
Republican. 

O.  W.  JOH^^OX,  farmer,  .Sec.  20;  P.  O.  Holmen  ;  wa.s  born  itt  Norway,  Haich  18.  1846; 
came  to  Wisconsin  in  1840;  owns  200  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  made  fine  tmprovementa,  and  bj 
his  own  industry  hsui  made  all  he  has.  His  wife,  Julia  Johnson,  born  in  Dane  Co.,  Wis.,  June  13,  1850. 
They  married  March  12.  1868,  and  have  four  children— Oscar,  burn  June  25,  1869  ;  Mary,  April,  1874; 
Gilbert  Julian,  Feb.  22,  1867  ;  Emma  Louisa,  Feb.  13,  1879.  His  father  is  now  72  years  of  age.  His 
mother  b  now  68  years  of  age.    He  has  been  Clerk  of  Schools. 

R.  R.  LA  THIER,  retired  farmer;  P.  O.  New  Amderstam  ;  was  born  in  Holland,  June  17. 
1820;  came  to  Wisconsin  June  30,  1855;  bought  400  acres  of  land,  and  improved  it;  now  owns  1,380 
aeres,  and  town  property.  He  has  been  Town  Treasarer  fonr  years,  and  Sehool  Director.  His  wile  wai 
a  native  of  Holland  ;  she  died  there  before  he  came  to  this  country,  in  the  year  1S4.'> ;  is  a  Presbyterian. 

BARNARD  He  UUGU,  iarmer,  Sec.  7 ;  P.  0.  Holmen ;  was  born  in  Tyrone  Co.,  Ire- 
land, in  February,  1826;  he  came  to  America  in  1848;  worked  in  New  York  abont  time  months,  thsa 
went  to  Ohio;  worked  on  the  railroad,  and  while  at  Springfield  was  in  the  blaeksmith-Bhop  five  y<^r<.  ^n<\ 
then  went  on  to  the  road.  Uc  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  1856,  and  worked  two  and  a  hall' 
years  in  the  mills  at  Onalaska,  then  went  to  Hollend  town,  and  bought  80  aeres,  built  the  old  cabin  ;  new 
owns  K^O  acres  in  Hollend  and  300  in  Onalaska;  has  a  fine  house,  18x24,  with  wing,  16x20.  all  two- 
stories  ;  barn,  tiOx40,  1 6-foot  posts  ;  wind-mill  and  fine  improvements,  and  has  made  all  he  has  by  his  own 
Industry.  His  wife,  Isabdl  Mallon,  born  in  Tyrone  Co.,  Ireland,  April,  1828  ;  came  to  .\mcrica  in  1848; 
fleltleJ  in  Ohio.   Tbey  wen  married  Deo.  27, 1861 ;  they  have  ele?eD  children— William,  Paul,  Jatm, 
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Joho,  Thomati,  (Jornelua,  Marj,  Margaret,  Miohael,  £UeQ  .  Add  (deccaiied).  Id  politics,  Democrat  j  re- 
ligion, Catholic ;  Imb  been  Trnrarer  of  Hirtriet  No.  3,  and  Clerk. 

HRN.  H.  MILLER,  demised;  was  horn  in  Holland,  May  30,  1 SH2  ;  came  to  America,  April, 
1852.  She  worked  out  until  1855,  whcu  she  was  married  and  had  a  family  of  four  childrea— MutUi 
born  Dee.  14, 1855;  OtdMrine.  Aug.  8, 1857;  H«rrj,  Sept.  18,  1858;  William,  Dec.  1, 1861.  Mr. 

Millar  was  i  nL'airod  in  business  at  Holland  ;  also  ap[>oiDt«d  PostmistreMOf  Holbiul,  Ootober,  1874,  whioh 
office  she  continued  to  bold  until  the  time  of  her  death,  Sept.  7,  1880. 

ANDBBW  J.  HOE,  farmer,  Sec.  29 ,  P.  0.  Holland :  bora  in  Dane  Co.,  Wis.,  Aug.  8, 
XHiift  ;  now  owtiH  IflO  acres  of  land,  and  mndo  the  improvement«  His  wife.  Snphia  And-TMin,  was  horn 
in  Sweden,  in  ISS'J;  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  married,  in  ISTU;  tliey  have  two  children— 
.luiia,  bom  Oct.  21,  1879;  infant.  April  .10,  1880.  His  father  and  mother  came  to  America,  1850. 
They  have  a  family  of  seven  children.  The  old  people  live  <m  the  pUoo  with  Andrew.  His  &ther  is  60 
years  of  aj;c,  and  mother  now  57  years  of  age. 

BYKON  NUIiDBRf  dealer  in  general  stock,  New  Amsterdam;  was  born  in  Netherlands, 
Holland,  April  8,  ISo'.i  ;  came  to  Wisconsin,  1858.  His  fiither  was  a  wagoo>maker.  He  worked  with 
his  father  in  the  shop,  and  June  1 ,  1 880.  en^^a^'cd  in  the  present  basinees.  Elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  1877  ;  owns  town  property;  appointed  P.  ist  master,  1S81.  His  father.  John,  was  born  Nov.  20,  1822; 
came  to  Wisconsin,  I85(i ;  owns  80  acres  of  land.  His  wife,  Miss  KatUe  Brown,  bom  Sept.  10,  1824  ; 
they  married,  1852  ;  they  had  seven  children,  live  living. 

HENRY  nrilDER,  milkr,  Holmen;  was  born  in  the  Netherlands,  Holland,  An-  29, 
1822  ;  came  to  America,  July  29,  1849  ;  stopped  at  Bufiiftlo;  then  to  Chicago;  then  into  the  woods  in 
WisconsiD  in  1864.  He  enluted  in  Co.  I,  44th  W.  Y.  I.,  in  1862 ;  disehsrged,  1865 ;  returned  to  New 
Amsterdam,  rn<;af:od  in  hotel  business;  then  to  Holmen,  in  store;  now  owns  town  property,  also  the 
blacksmith  shop.  His  wife.  Miss  Emma  Heimstre,  was  born  in  Holland,  1832;  married,  1855  ;  died, 
October,  1880.    They  had  four  children.    A  Repablican  and  Lutheran. 

L.ARS  O.  OliSTAO,  farmer.  Sec.  :n  ;  1'.  O  Holmen;  born  in  Norway.  July  22,  1835; 
came  to  Wiscon.'-in  in  1853;  now  owns  120  acres  of  land,  and  made  the  improvements.  His  wife,  Mar> 
};aret  Sunders,  wa.s  horn  in  Norway,  March  2.")  1841  ;  married,  1861.  They  have  had  five  ehildlMl — 
Columbus,  Albertson.  Amelia,  Geor^re  i  deceased  i.  and  George.    A  Lutheran  and  Kfjuiblican. 

■  DIETRICH  fe^AN DMA farmer.  Sec.  29;  P.  O.  Holmen;  was  boru  in  Hanover,  Nov. 
'J:.>.  I S23 ;  came  to  America  in  1846,  and  went  to  Milwaukee ;  then,  in  1853,  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis., 
and  bought  80  acres,  and  now  owns  300  acres  of  land,  with  a  beautiful  creek  of  water  passing  through 
the  place,  and  other  improvements  of  the  very  best  kind.  His  wife,  Ma^ret  Sprain,  was  born  in  Han- 
over. Sept.  28,  1832;  came  to  America  in  the  year  1846,  and  oame  to  Milwaukee:  then  to  La  Croaso 
Oct.  19,  1853 ;  marriod  Oct.  14, 1853 ;  tbcy  have  nine  children — ^Anna,  Dora,  Sophia,  Mary,  Amelia, 
Adelia,  Rachel,  William  and  Robert.  In  reli;;ion,  Free  Thinker.  Has  been  Treasurer  moat  of  tike  tinw 
since  he  came  here;  Chairman  of  the  Town  lioard  of  Snpervisow  four  yeari ;  held  lh«  offioe  ot  SnpCTViao^ 
in  Hamilton  Town ;  assessed  in  the  town  of  Barre. 

HAHHON  T.  SASIIif  ftrmer,  Sec.  9 :  P.  O.  Stevenstown ;  was  horn  in  Schenectady,  tf.  T., 
S('{)t.  10,  1815.  When  he  wa.s  10  years  oM.  his  father  died,  and  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle;  in  1838, 
be  came  to  Milwaukee,  and  chopped  wood  at  $1.25  per  cord;  he  then  went  to  Watertowu,  and  built  a 
•hanty  fifty  milts  hom  any  white  men  but  his  two  brothers,  who  then  came  to  the  State ;  then  he  bnilt  a 
hotel  at  the  junction  of  the  Madison  and  Watertown  wairon  roads;  this  was  in  1848,  which  he  kept  four 
years,  then  sold  out  for  91, 000,  and  bought  a  farm  at  the  harbor  at  Milwaukee,  of  70  acres,  which  he 
improved,  and  remained  three  years;  then,  in  1850,  went  to  California,  and  worked  in  the  mines  ;  then 
on  the  sea  as  Second  Steward  on  a  bark  plying  between  San  Fratu  isfo  and  Renlr  ju  Central  America,  and 
then  to  the  Panama  Line;  then  to  Sharusc,  on  the  Isthmus  of  D.irieii,  and  went  to  work  for  the  line  of 
sbif^ts  owned  by  Barkley  &  Co.,  of  New  York  ;  then  for  the  New  Orleans  Line,  on  the  schooner  Americus. 
Then  he  went  to  Quinc}',  111.,  from  there  hack  to  Milwinkec,  Wis,,  by  the  old  stage  line  of  Fink  & 
Walker ;  then  in  1852,  he  came  to  Saliua,  where  he  renjaun-d  one  summer,  then  to  I^  Crosse  Co.,  where 
he  bought  a  farat  of  80  acres,  on  which  he  built  a  hotel  in  1850,  at  Stevenstown,  a  prosperous  village  in 
that  day.  He  now  owns  400  acres  of  land.  In  1861,  ho  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  8th  W.  V.  L,  the  regiment 
known  as  the  Eagle  Kegimcnt;  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Corinth,  taken  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  exchanged 
at  Vicksburg ;  out  of  500  men,  there  were  .300  who  died  from  expasure  and  starvation  ;  of  the  300  left, 
who  were  brought  to  Cairo,  there  were  .only  nine  men  able  to  walk  to  the  hospital,  they  won  ao  weak ;  he 
was  diadbarg^  February,  1863.  His  wife,  Cofdalia  8.  Paokard,  waa  bora  in  Vemont  in  1608 ;  eama 
with  her  paraota,  who  aettlad  near  Oak  Creek,  Bf  ilwaukae  Co.,  Wu.t  in  1837.  Thay  married  ia  1847 ; 
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tbey  have  bid  ten  children,  eiz  Kvinp^— ^-Sylvia  (deceased),  Oharln,  FrankKn,  Lincoln,  lA\lj  (deeoHedl. 

Miirinti.  in  flio  V  S  Army,  in  the  Hlaok  Hills;  ('l;iriMici\  now  at  Galcsvillo  ;  Harmon,  aod  HiDoie  and 
Elizabeth  i  duceased Ha»  heeu  Justice  uf  thu  Peace,  Notary  Public,  and  wa«  Postmaster  tea  yean  ia 
Jefferson  County. 

1IARTI\  SCIIE^fKR,  painter  and  cnrp«'nt.r;  wa,>-  hnrn  in  the  Nethprlands.  Feb.  J, 
1822;  c-anic  to  Milwuukoe  in  ISaj,  and  in  the  year  IS'jd  t*i  New  Am-sK-nlani,  where  he  worked  arouod 
there  in  the  hotel  and  aaloon  bu-Mnens.  He  enli.stcd  in  Co.  I  8th  W.  V.  I.,  in  tho  year  1881,  a»  privatr. 
promoted  to  f'nrporal  ;  was  fiilor-HoanT  of  the  Sth,  and  has  had  the  honor  of  carryin the  noblf  old 
"Abe,  "  the  hititorieal  old  eagle;  wa.s  in  thirty-two  battli^s  ;  wa.s  wounded  at  Corinth,  Miss;  receives  a  pen- 
aioD.  Ovos  town  property.  His  first  wife  was  a  native  of  lioiUnd,  where  they  were  married;  she  di»i 
there.  His  aecond  wife  waa  Josephine  Chriato,  bom  in  Switaerhtad ;  tbey  married  in  Jaaiiai;,  1616. 
Was  Consitable  and  Town  Scaler. 

MICMAIj  iSRKKVf  farmer.  Sec.  7  ;  P.  O.  Holmeu  ;  born  in  Rojtcommnn  Co.,  Ireland,  Feb. 
26, 182li ;  came  to  America  in  1849 ;  settled  in  New  York  i  tbeo  to  Ohio worked  on  tbe  railroad  i  mm 
to  Wiscomlo  in  1856.  Now  owns  190  aarai  of  land,  on  whiA  h«  ban  made  all  the  improfWMiiti.  ffi* 
wife  n  rni  io  Yarow,  wai  bom  in  TVyone  Co.,  Irefauid,  1831 ;  married  1851.  Thej  have  ui  adopted  dugh- 
tcr — Gracie. 

■  C*  A.  SJOLAlf  DBRf  Poetmaster  and  dealer  in  general  stoek,  Holmeo ;  bora  in  Norway, 

May  2ti,  IH.tI  ;  eanie  to  America  in  ISflTi.  was  (•n<ra<.'ed  clerk  in  La  Crosse  fjr  Moeller  twn  years,  thi'D 
went  to  Albion,  Dane  Co.,  to  school,  then  to  Marshall;  removed  to  Holmen  io  the  ikil  of  1870  ;  clerked 
for  bis  father  in  the  year  1873 ;  be  took  tbo  ston  fott  himself,  was  appi^ted  Postmaster  in  Noveolsr, 
1875,  and  Town  Clerk  one  term.  In  politic.**,  he  is  a  Republican  ;  in  reKgiOtt,  a  Lutheran.  Hi"  wife 
WdH  Carrie  Quatt.  born  in  Norway,  July,  1851  ;  married  in  1874  ;  they  have  four  children — Olitie.  bora 
Nov.  7,  1875;  Carl  lirannard.  born  March  8,  1877;  Peter  Albert,  born  Sept.  7,  1878;  Clara  Oktavia, 
burn  .June  13,  1SS(».  He  attended  the  La  Cros.se  Commercial  College  in  the  year  ist!!*.  His  father. 
Peter  K.  Sjolander,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  Au;.'.  21,  1822;  came  to  America  in  185;j;  worked  in  the 
fdneriiss,  resided  at  Kilborn  City;  returned  to  Norway  in  IHi;:!,  and  ttack  to  Wisconsin  in  1865,  to  La 
Croese;  kept  saloon  and  hotel  until  1870  ;  eame  to  Holmen  an<l  bi'^an  business.  Hia  wife,  Anas  Olscs, 
was  born  in  Norway,  .June  'MK  1824  ;  married.  1850;  one  child — C.  A. 

JOHN  TOnPSOK,  farmer,  Section  25;  P.  O.  Holmen  ;  was  born  io  Norway,  Oct.  H,  1S2:{; 
ouse  to  America  in  1857  ;  owns  280  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  made  the  improvemeots,  and  all  bj 
his  own  indastry.  His  wife,  Johanna  Olseo,  was  born  in  Norway  on  Feb.  1,  1825 ;  they  were  msniedis 
1851,  and  had  three  children — Christina  (deceased),  Oluf  T..  Chri.stina. 

WILIjIAH  U.  TBAYIH  (deceased);  born  in  Brown  Co..  N.  Y.,  AprU  2,  1813;  csmeM 
Wisconsin  in  1851 ;  he  died  May  16,  1858.  When  they  first  eame  to  tbe  State  they  settled  in  DaaeOe. 
His  wife  was  Mi<s  >I  .\  Ounsbury.  born  in  Brown  Co..  N.  Y'..  Oct.  17,  1820;  wa*  married  in  1^7; 
they  have  had  six  children  —Philetus  (deoeaj^ed),  James,  was  in  the  army;  Baecbal  (deceased),  George, 
Heoiy  and  Henrletls.   They  own  120  aons  of  hnd,  nicely  improved,  o«  Section  36,  P.  O.  Helmen. 
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AI>EX.\\DER  R.  BKTVZIK,  S.h.-.  21  ;  1'.  0.  Ban<;or;  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Benxie. 
Hia  father  wa.s  born  io  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  about  1804.  His  mother  was  born  in  London,  .March  17, 
1808.  His  father  went  to  London  when  1 1  years  of  n^,  where  he  learned  tbe  trade  of  *  beker,  ind  where 
he  was  married.  Parents  returned  to  Heoiland  several  years  after  their  marriage,  hot  afterward  went 
back  to  London,  where  his  lather  en^^aged  in  the  bakery  business,  (ill  1845,  when  he  emigrated  to  Wis- 
consin, landing  in  Milwaukee,  January  of  that  year;  be  settled  in  the  town  of  Genesee,  Waukesha  Co., 
where  he  lived  till  1866,  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Burns.  Parents  of 
Mr.  B.  A.  Benzie  now  live  in  Monroe  Co.  They  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  liring;  six  of  wbcm 
wen  born  in  London.  .Mexander  was  born  in  Lcmion  in  l  -'IV.I;  he  came  to  the  United  S'ates  with  hi* 
p»nit«;  was  married  to  Dottie  Ellis,  daughter  of  i'itts  and  Lucia  isUlis,  who  wss  born  in  Waukesha  Co., 
October.  1844.  She  was  married  in  the  bouse  in  which  she  was  born,  in  1866.  Mr.  Bensis  went  to 
New  Mexico  in  H')^.  He  enli.ste<l,  \ul'.  1-,  \  ^i'>\.  at  Denver,  in  the  Ist  Colo.  V.  C;  served  till  .N'o- 
vemb«r,  1864.    He  was  in  New  Mexico  durtog  the  moat  of  his  time  of  service.    Returned  to  Wiwnsia 
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in  dm  fUl  of  1864.  Settled  <m  pr«Mot  ftm  soon  cflw  1i«  wu  nwried,  in  the  frll  <^         Mr.  mdMn. 

Bensie  have  four  children — Minerva,  Georpe  W.,  Ida  May  and  Dottie  L.  Lost  fourth  child,  Charles  E. 

LE  ROV  BO  WEN,  farmer  and  miller,  Sec.  lU;  P.  0.  Baogor;  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mar- 
cellus,  Onundaga  Co.,  N.  T.,  io  1814,  where  he  lived  till  35  jeen  of  age.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Jane 
WbeadoD,  born  in  the  ■aine  town,  in  182U.  They  came  to  Whitewater,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1849, 
where  they  lived  about  three  years.  Mr.  Bowen's  father,  Elijah  B.  Bowen,  removed  to  Whitewater  about 
1844.  Mr.  Bowt'U  eaiue  tu  Li  Crosjie  Valley  in  the  spring  of  IS:')?,  and  purchased  of  the  t  Jovernment  his 
praaeot  fanu,  where  he  baa  since  lived.  Uis  jMurents  died  at  his  residence.  His  father  died,  January, 
1861 ;  hia  noiher  Io  1863.  Hie  fttlier  ma  a  Kddier  of  the  wn*  of  1812.  Io  1858  Mr.  Bowen  bnfit 
whit  is  known  ;w  the  Burnham  Mills,  wliieh  he  ha.s  sinee  owned  and  operated.  Mr,  and  Hn.  Bowen 
have  had  thirtct;n  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living — Huth  Etta,  now  >lrs.  II.  E.  Dunham;  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  E.  P.  Sweet ;  Oscar,  married  to  Mary  J.  Hanton  ;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Wright,  Jjeonora,  wife  of  Jo-seph 
E.  Benjamin;  Arthur  and  Cclcstia.  Lost  live  boyn  in  infancy;  lost  one  daughter,  Lora  E.,  who  died 
March,  1872,  in  her  l!Uh  year.  Mr.  Bowen  was  chairman  of  the  Town  Board  for  several  yeurs  ;  has  also 
been  member  of  County  Board  for  teveral  years. 

niLO  fi.  BltADI<E¥,  farmer,  Sec.  35  ;  P.  0.  Bangor;  born  in  Dekwnie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June 
22,  1833.    His  parents,  Mflo  B.  and  Nanoy  Bradley,  removed  to  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  In  1837,  and 

settled  in  the  town  of  Elkhorn.  Afterward  removed  to  the  town  of  (JeiK  va  His  jiarent-s  had  .^^even 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living — Julia  .^on,  wife  of  Leander  Osborne;  Andrew,  .Milo  K.,  Albert,  Marj 
EttR,  wife  of  Sylvester  Doty,  who  lives  in  Minnesota;  Daniel  B.  and  Rone.  Mr.  Bradley  was  married  to 
Mary  N.  Rogers,  horn  in  the  State  of  New  York.  She  eame  ti  Wiseonsin  with  her  parents  when  about 
ten  years  of  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley  have  throe  children  ;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Alva  Caaterlioe,  sod  of 
A.  H.  Casterlino ;  Irwin  M.  and  Mary  Bdna.  Entered  hia  farm  as  Ghtremment  land ;  he  baa  176  nocea, 
about  eigh^  acres  of  which  are  improTed. 

JOHBr  N.  CAMPBELL,  Rookland;  was  bom  in  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1813.  His 
parents  removed  to  (j)urtland  Co.,  when  he  '.]  years  of  age,  where  he  lived  till  he  reached  manhood, 
where  he  was  married  to  8ophrona  Marcy.  Went  to  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  in  1845,  but  returned  to  the 
&at«  of  New  York  in  the  fall  of  that  year ;  then  Hved  in  Oattarangna  Co.  two  yean,  and  then  remored  to 
the  town  of  Fayette,  La  Fayette  Co  ,  Wis  ,  where  he  lived  till  the  fall  of  1861.  lie  then  removed  to  the 
town  of  Sparta,  Monroe  Co.,  and  settled  at  Rockland,  where  he  now  lives,  in  the  spring  uf  1870.    He  is 

f>resent  Postmaster  at  the  village  of  Rockland.  Hu.h  held  that  position  since  the  office  was  first  estab- 
iahed  there.  His  parents,  John  and  Lneina  Campbell,  removed  to  Fayette,  La  Fayette  Co.  from  the  Sute 
of  New  York,  in  1853.  Father  was  bom  in  1774,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Fayette  in  1862.  Mother 
Was  born  in  1784,  and  died  at  the  house  uf  her  son  in  187-.  Mr.  and  Mr>.  Campbell  haw  had  tWO 
children — Le  Roy  W.,  died  in  hia  2l8t  year,  and  Fred,  died  in  Fayette  in  his  4th  year. 

ALVAH  H.  CAlSTBBLnfB,  ftrmer.  Section  6 ;  P.  0.  Bangor ;  bora  io  New  Jersqr  in 

1822,  irher.'  he  lived  till  aho\if  12  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  St<  uheii  Co.,  N.  i'.; 
hethen  weut  to  Meiienry  Co.,  III.,  in  the  fall  of  1S4;»,  and  to  La  Cros.sc  Co.  in  the  fall  of  1856;  he 
settled  where  he  now  live!*  in  January,  1860.  He  was  married  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  Jalia  A. 
Stone ;  she  was  born  in  Steuben  Co. ;  her  parents  lived  and  died  on  the  farm  where  they  f-ettled  imme 
diately  after  their  marriage.  From  the  time  they  settled  there  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  both  parents, 
was  H  period  of  sixty-one  yean.  Mr.  and  Mn.  Caaterlioe  have  aix  ehildxen — Charles,  Blisaf  Martha, 
Betsey,  Alvah  and  William. 

AUQUSTIJM  CRAIG,  farmer,  Section;  11  P.  0.  BnrrOak;  bora  in  Germany  on  Jan.  13, 
1835  ;  he  came  to  the  Ciiited  State.s  iti  ISnit,  and  lived  two  years  in  Geneva,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  whore 
be  worked  at  his  trade — that  of  a  miller — for  li.  W.  Warren  ;  he  went  to  La  Crosse  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
thenoe  to  Black  River  Falla,  where  he  worked  for  Mr.  A.  Shepard  in  a  mill  for  three  years  ;  thence  again 
to  La  Crosse  (^n.,  where  he  worked  for  Mr.  J.  Vatiness.  in  I'nion  Mills;  thenee  to  Melrow.  whi  rr  he 
w  orked  at  hi.<t  trade  for  two  and  a  half  veurs ;  and  settled  uu  his  present  farm  in  1865.  He  married 
Loui^H  Young,  daughter  of  Sebastian  l^onng;  thej  have  nioe  ebildren — four  sons  and  fire  dauf^ten. 
Mr.  Craig  learned  his  trade  of  his  father,  in  GenBMiy,  who  was  also  a  miller. 

K.  D.  EDWARDi^i,  Station  Agent  fhr  the  C.  ft  N.-W.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Rockland;  horn  in 

North  Wales  in  182li  ;  his  parents  died  in  Wales  ;  he  e.ime  to  the  United  States  in  IS.^O  ;  came  to  Mil- 
waukee, and  thenoe  to  Waukesha  Co.,  where  he  was  engi^cd  as  teacher  in  the  Nashotah  Espiscopal  Col- 
lege for  three  yean;  thenee  to  Cambria,  Columbia  Co.,  wSere  he  engaged  in  teaehing;  afterward  engaged 

in  farming.  He  removed  to  Monroe  Co.  in  1861,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming;  settled 
in  the  town  of  Burns  in  the  spring  of  1875 ;  has  been  Station  Agent  since  July,  1878.    He  marhed  Jane 
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Hl^l^M,  and  has  three  children — Samael  "D.,  B.  F.,  an  upentor  at  Faranit,  and  Jane.  Mr.  Rdwaidi  wm 
educated  in  London,  wliort*  he  taucht  many  v-vtrs  proviou.'f  to  his  cominp  to  the  United  State*" 

JOHW  EBI€K!40N.  uierchant  utiJ  Stuiiuti  A<;oul  for  M.  &  St.  V.  B.  R.  Co  ,  at  IWkkud: 
WW  born  in  Norw;ty  in  1S45,  aoa  came  to  the  United  States  with  hil  paranta  in  18tjl  .  thev  settM  ia 
Vernon  Co.,  Wis.,  wlu-re  they  now  live.  He  was  in  Sparta  about  five  years,  enfra^od  in  cleikin;:  .  caaM 
to  Kucklatul  in  the  summer  o('  1873,  and  en^ntged  in  hid  present  busioeds;  he  al»o  holds  the  office  of  Jiutiee 
of  the  t'l  acc.  He  was  UMmed  to  Mary  Tnompaoo,  bora  in  Norway ;  they  have  two  davghten— Jims- 
bhine  and  Klla. 

CHARLES  W.  FLETCHER,  Section  28  ;  P.  O.  Banjror;  born  in  Crawford  Co.  Pean., 
in  1827  ;  he  is  the  son  of  Charlej^  and  Mary  Fletcher;  his  parenUn  rcmovod  to  Illinois  in  1838;  they  lived 
in  Chicago  the  following  winter,  and  sotUed  in  Kane  Co.,  111. ;  hia  parents  had  twelve  children,  eight  of 
whom — ^Ive  sons  and  time  daiq^ters — are  Imng.  Charles  eame  to  La  Croase  Co.,  and  entered  had  h 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  of  Burns.  But  thi.t  he  soon  sold,  and.  w  ith  hi.s  brother  SL'ba.-ti;iti  inadea 
lonttoo  near  Bums'  Corners.  He  returned  to  lilinoiB,  where  ht<  remained  till^  185ti,  when  he  retaraed, 
and  haa  ainoe  been  a  rasideat  of  the  town  of  Burns ;  he  bought  his  premot  fkrm  of  Jdferson  OlAnd,  and 
hax  3(10  acres  of  land.  He  wa.s  married  to  Ruth  Ann  Field,  daunliter  i>f  Norman  Field:  she  was  hi  rn  in 
Cornwall,  Vt.,  in  1835;  she  went  to  Kane  Co.,  111.,  in  1851,  and  engaged  in  teaching;  !>be  wi» 
eof^aged  in  (his  occupation  for  a  numbnr  of  years  in  Northern  Illinois.  She  came  to  Wisconsin  in  the 
full  of  1 856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  haTe  Ave  ehildien— Cephas  J..  Kittle  M.,  Ella  F.,  Charles  W.  ssd 
Orion  S. 

EDWIN  FOSTBB,  farmer,  Sec.  25;  P.  0.  Rockland;  was  born  in  Sullivan  Co..  N.  H., 
April  5,  IHH!,  where  be  was  married  to  Jyuuisa  Moody.  She  was  born  in  Ihiity,  N.  II.,  but  at  the  lime 
of  their  marriage,  was  a  resident  of  the  State  of  New  York.  After  his  marriage,  ho  removed  to  Ma-wj- 
tine  Co.,  Iowa,  and  engsf^  in  farming.  He  lived  in  that  enunty  about  thirteeo  years.  In  lS,i4,  k- 
went  to  Winona,  Mian.,  and  purchased  a  claim,  which  included  the  present  site  of  that  city.  Hia  wife 
died  at  Winona.  His  present  wife  was  Elizabeth  Sawyer,  born  in  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  3Ir.  Foster  had 
four  children  by  first  wife,  three  of  whom  are  living— William  Seward,  born  Nov.  2,  1842,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  rebellion:  was  a  member  of  Co.  1st  W.  Y.  C.j  was  in  the  service  three  and  s  hilf 
years,  but  was  a  prisoner  of  war  during  a  part  of  his  term  of  enlistment ;  was  a  prisoner  at  AndersoaTille 
six  months,  and  afterward  at  Florence,  N.  C.  His  s<  eund  i  hild.  Clara  Loui><e,  iinw  Mrs,  Edwin  C  Kii  " 
land,  end  Marion  U.  Have  four  children  by  second  marrisge — Ella,  now  Mn.  KUi«  Fulton ;  Flora,  l^wia 
W.  and  Mary  T.  Several  members  of  the  fsmily  of  Mr.  Foster,  were  well-known  and  inflnentii]  aien. 
The  fiimily  are  relatives  "f  Bancroft,  the  eminent  Am.  rican  historian.  A  brother,  Mr.  .\mos  Bancroft 
Foster,  was  a  graduate  at  West  Poiol.  He  was  killed  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  while  in  command  at  Fort 
Howard,  by  an  insubordinate  private  soldier,  named  Dt^le.  This  event  ocennwd  Feb.  7, 1832.  AaoAer 
hrotbrr.  Dr  .loliii  II.  Foster,  settled  in  Chicago  in  1^32,  where  he  died  iu  1874.  He  w;t«  i  [  r  aiiin -nt 
and  wealthy  citizen  of  that  city.  Another  brothi  r.  the  Uev.  Aaron  J.  Foster,  was  a  graduate  at  Dannioutli 
College;  was  quite  an  eminent/'ongregatioual  clergyman.  He  traveled  <|uite  extensively  in  Europe  and 
i-l.scwhere.  Aieitb.  r  lirott  i  r  Sm  l,  i'i  an  cniint  nt  horticulturist  of  Muscatine,  Iowa.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Foster  had  ten  cliildren,  tive  ut  wlioiii  are  jiving,  viz.:  Meliitable,  born  in  1798,  resides  at  Malone,  N.  Y.; 
Ssrah       Imrn  in  l.S(i!l  ;  Suel,  1811,  and  Edwin  in  ISKi.    A  tenth  child  lives  in  Henry  Co  ,  III. 

E.  II.  fjrILBEBT,  farmer.  See.  28 ;  1'.  (>  Hangor ;  son  of  Agur  (iiUiert,  who  was  b(.rn  in 
Madison  Co.,  N.  V.  His  parents  were  from  I'onneciicut.  He  was  married  to  Emily  J.  Brown.  He 
learned  the  business  of  shocmaking  when  a  young  man,  which  business  he  followed  till  he  came  WecL 
He  eame  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  Wis.,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1866,  and  settled  on  hia  present  (um, 
which  he  purchased  from  E.  P.  Mallory.  He  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  town  of  Rams  for 
four  year-.  This  office  he  held  many  years  previous  to  his  coming  West.  He  has  been  JiLstioe  of  the 
Peace  thirty-threeycars  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Agur  Gilbert  have  two  children — Sarah  A.,  now  Hn. 
S.  L.  Grceg,  and  B.  B.  The  latter  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  Torit  in  1842.  He  came  to  Wisoonaia 
in  January.  and  lived  in  the  town  of  Neshonoc  till  his  father  eame.     He  waa  narriod  to  Mias  N. 

C.  Lowry,  whose  father  was  an  early  settler  of  Monroe  County. 

JAnSfl  H.  (}IIiFILE«AIf,  P.  O.  Bangor;  aon  of  James  Gilfillan,  who  was  bom  ia  Vcf" 
mont  in  ISO!).  Hi.v  [  ar.  nts  wi  rr  natives  of  ^^l  l^tland.  He  was  brontibt  up  in  Vermont,  married  to  .Maria 
Redding.  He  came  to  Dodge  Co.,  Wia.,  with  hia  family,  June,  18-17,  where  he  settled;  thence  to  Li 
Crosse  Conn^,  end  settled  on  the  Amn  where  his  son  James  now  lives  in  1854.  Psrenta  removed  to 
Salem  in  1873.  Jaues  H.  married  Ourrie  Redding,  daughter  of  Stepb«i  Redding.  He  was  bomb 
Vermont  in  184(3. 
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WILLIAM  E.  HEWITT,  Sec.  31;  P.  O.  Bangor;  born  in  Ouiada  in  1844  ;  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents  in  1857,  and  settled  in  L  'wis  Valley,  town  of  Farmin'rton,  whore  his 
father,  James  llt  witt,  still  resides.  Mr.  Hewitt  w&s  married  to  Acbaah  Leavitt,  daughter  of  George 
Leavitr.    They  have  two  children — Ella  and  Arthur. 

OA¥ID  II.  JHlUliillfiS^v  80D  of  David  D.  Hughes,  a  carpenter  and  wagon-maker,  in  the  ▼tt- 
lage  of  Rockland.  He  ma  bom  in  South  Wales,  about  1820  ;  came  to  the  United  States,  about  1837, 
and  settled  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  about  fifteen  years.  He  then  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa  ; 
tb«ace  to  the  Tillage  of  Bangor,  and  to  Rockland  in  1871 .  He  learned  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter  and 
wagon-maker,  in  Waiea.  n«  has  on*  ion— Dand  H.,  who  was  born  ia  Utiea,  in  1843.  Wai  nairlsd  to 
Mary  Jone^,  dau^^'hter  of  Kvau  Jonei.  Thej  liaTo  one  child— David  K.  "itr.  David  H.  Hnghei  w  n 
carpenter  and  blacksmiUi  bjtrade. 

CEPHAS  HITIjBEBT,  ihnner,  See.  16 ;  P.  O.  Banj^or;  bom  in  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1835. 
Rcrnnvpd  with  his  parents  to  Riicine  County,  the  same  year.  Hu  parents  resided  in  Racine  County  till 
their  death.  Mr.  Hulbcrt  came  to  La  Crosse  Ckiunty,  Mareh,  1863,  and  settled  on  present  farm.  Mar- 
ried Sanih  Jennings,  bom  in  Ohio.  Parents  were  early  aettlers  of  Walworth  CSonnty.  They  have  three 
children— Adda,  Ida  and  Chester  0.  Losi  two  ohildrsn— Haishall,  died  Jan.  17, 1881.  Lost  a  daughtor 
Mary. 

IKA  HlTIiVERTf  farmer,  Sec.  15;  P.  O.  Bangor;  Is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  earliesit 
settli TH  <if  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  He  wiw  horn  in  the  town  of  Sufficld,  Ohio,  Oct.  17,  ISi'S.  Hi.s 
parenUi  were  Ira  and  Elizabeth  Hulbcrt.  His  father  was  born  in  Connceticut ;  his  mother  was  a  native  of 
VemonL  His  fatlier  went  to  Ohio  in  1812;  his  mother,  with  her  parents  emigrated  tu  that  State  the 
same  year.  They  were  married  in  Ohio,  and  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  April  18,  1835,  landiu<;  at  Root 
River  Rapids,  near  the  present  city  of  liacioe.  His  parents  resided  in  Racine  County  till  their  death. 
P'ather  died  No^.  26,  1846;  mother  died  Aug.  3,  185ti.  Parents  bad  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters i  five  children  still  living,  two  of  whom.  Hiram  and  Volura  F.,  reside  in  California;  Spencer, 
Iim  and  Oeifltas  in  La  Crosse  County.  Spencer  came  to  La  Crosse  County,  in  1854 ;  Tra,  in  1855.  and 
Csph«u4.  in  1863.  Ira  went  to  California,  in  1850;  Spencer,  in  1852,  and  Cephas,  in  185:1  While  in 
California,  were  engaged  in  fiurming,  mining,  etc.  Ira  returned  to  Racioe  Couoty  with  Cephas,  in  1855, 
and  to  La  Crosse  County,  Nov.  6,  of  the  same  year,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives.  He  was  married  to 
E.  Jane  rraiu,  h  orn  in  Vermont.  She  came  to  La  Crosse  County  with  her  parents,  in  1856.  Thej  have 
four  childrea — Clara,  now  Mrs.  John  T.  Bradley  j  Frank  A.,  Aire  L  and  Lilly  £.  Farm  contains  190 
seres. 

GEOROE  I.EATITT,  fanner.  Section  30;  p.  0.  Bangor;  born  in  Canada  in  1816;  he  \f 
a  son  of  Jonathan  Leavitt,  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  from  Canada  on  Oct.  11,  1853  ; 
settled  in  Racine  Co.,  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  1854.  He  married  Miss  8.  Whitoomb,  bora  in  Canada ; 
her  |WrentB  were  also  from  Vermont.  They  have  six  children — Dr.  J.  J.  Leavitt.  of  Salem  ;  Rev.  Isaac 
S.,  graduate  of  the  State  University  at  .Madison,  minister  of  the  M.  K.  Church ;  Edsou,  Ueorgc  W., 
Aebsab  and  Hattie.  FuIelfa^  wife  of  James  Hewitt,  died  Feb.  18,  1881.  Mr.  Leavitt  is  a  veiy  sneoessfitl 
farmer;  hi.s  improvemerts  are  nmon*.:  the  best  in  the  town  of  Burns. 

AAROX  HOSIIKR,  farmer.  Section  10  ;  P.  O.  Hangor  ;  was  born  in  (iradvillc  Co..  Canada 
West,  Dec.  16,  1820,  where  he  resided  till  28  years  of  ape.  He  came  to  Wisconsin  May  28,  1857,  and 
located  where  be  now  lives  ;  ho  purchased  bis  farm  of  Miles  Soafe,  and  it  now  contains  160  acreti.  Mr. 
Mosber's  parents  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York;  his  father,  Benjamin,  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth 
Mosher,  were  born  in  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  in  that  State.  Mr.  Mosher  was  married  in  Canada  to  Maria 
Dimond,  a  native  of  Irdaod,  but  removed  when  a  child  to  Canada  with  her  parents.  They  have  six 
children — Alfred,  David,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Gasteriine,  Oris  and  Viohu 

JOIIK  XICHOLSOX,  farmer,  Section  'M]  ;  P.  0.  Rockland;  \>  in  Cumberland  Co., 
England,  in  1827.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1850  \  he  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York  four 
years ;  thence  to  Hiebigan,  where  he  lived  two  years ;  he  then  eame  to  Wtsoonain,  and  settled  at  Portage ; 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  the  spring  of  1859.  Ho  was  m-irried  in  Syracuse,  N  Y,,  to  Nancy 
Douj^las,  bora  in  England;  she  died  December,  1880.  Mr.  Nicholson  has  bad  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living — John,  Geinrii^  W.,  Nanej  L,  Mary  Jane,  Thomas  and  Charles  D.;  he  has  lost  two  boys.  Mr. 
Nicholson's  farm  contains  about  230  acres. 

JHABTIN  ON  DELL,  P.  0.  Rockland;  .sou  of  Peter  Ondell,  who  was  born  in  Norway 
Dee.  25, 1814;  he  eame  to  this  country  when  a  young  man ;  first  earac  to  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  thenct^  to< 
Whitewater;  now  resides  in  the  town  of  Leon;  he  huilt  the  warehouse  and  a  store  in  Rockland,  the 
]atter  being  oosnpied  by  bis  son,  Lewis  Oodeli.    Has  tour  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter — Charlie, 
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born  July  28,  1851 ;  LcwU,  bora  in  Milmakee,  Deo.  15,  1852;  Mary,  born  Nor.  5.  1854.  and  Mtrtio, 
born  in  Whitewater  Doc.  1857.  Lewis  en(jawed  in  the  mercantile  bui<ine8s  in  Rockland  March,  1879  ; 
married  Anna  Barber  ;  has  two  children — Alton  William  and  Klsie.  Martin  ia  engaged  in  the  grain  biui- 
BCn  at  Rockland. 

£•  B.  BICHARlMiOllI  (deMsaed),  was  born  in  WMbii^  Co.,  Vmont,  Feb.  13,  1813. 
He  eme  to  Wifloomio  about  1840,  audi  to  L«  Oosee  Co.  fWnn  Dooge  Oo.  aboot  1853,  and 

si^tlod  on  Sec.  2!(,  town  of  Burns.  His  wilV  wa.s  Sylvia  Swctt.  Mr.  Richardson  was  well 
koowD  aa  a  promiDcnt  aod  successful  business  man,  and  as  an  upright  and  worthy  cittseo. 
He  began  lire  in  limited  cironmatanees,  but,  by  energy  and  industry  and  judicious  maoageoient, 
be  acquired  a  competency,  incIudiD<;  a  beautiful  liomi'  and  valuable  farm  of  about  500  acres. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  agricultural  society,  and  wa.-^  Chairman  of  Town  Board  for  several 
terms.  He  died  Feb.  16,  1872;  his  died  in  Novomb<'r,  1871  ;  they  K-ft  nine  children — five  sons  and 
four  daughters.  His  son,  Irn,  who  now  reeidee  at  the  homestead  on  Sec  29,  was  born  in  Dodge  Co. 
March,  1851 ;  was  married  to  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Ammon  Darling. 

E.  M.  ROBERT$^.  Bangor;  proprietor  of  Bi-  ('r.-.k  Mill;  he  wa.s  born  in  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Penn.,  Dec.  25,  1840.  His  lather,  £dward  Koberts,  was  bom  in  Wales;  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  quite  young.  Mr.  B.  M.  Roberta  bas  been  an  extensiTe  traveler;  he  began  travding  wheo 
quite  younz  ;  he  went  to  Cuba  with  his  father's  lir  uhcr,  BohiTt  RoIhtLh.  when  only  11  years  of  age  His 
uncle  was  an  engineer  of  the  Hteamer,  and  he  accunipaniid  liiui  on  a  trip  to  that  island.  This 
uncle  was  an  engineer  on  the  ateamer  Star  of  the  West  when  that  vcssd  attcaipted  to  relieTe  Major 
Anderson  at  Fort  Sumpter  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion.  K.  .M.  went  to  California  with  bi« 
father  when  only  14  years  of  age.  He  was)  in  California  about  three  years,  when  he  returned  uj  Penn- 
sylvania. His  father  died  in  New  York  on  his  return  trip  from  California.  E.  M.  came  to  Biingor  in  ibe 
winter  of  1877-78;  was  abaent  nine  years  of  that  time,  from  1862  to  1871,  in  Colorado,  Montana, 
Idaho,  etei.  On  his  return,  he  settled  in  Fbh  Creek  Valley ;  bought  a  half  interest  in  hb  present  mill  in 
1877  ;  purchased  the  reniaininsr  interest  in  the  fall  of  ISSO. 

UBS.  ADEI.1NU  E.  BOBINSON,  Sec  30.  P.  O.  Bangor;  widow  of  (leorge  W  Rob- 
inaoD,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1808.  He  removed  to  die  town  of  Troy,  Walworth  Co.,  Wi><..  in  the 
Spring  of  1B37.  He  wa.s  married  in  IS."?!)  to  Miss  Adeline  Caldwell,  born  in  Rutland  Co.,  Vt.  Her 
parents,  Joseph  and  .Sarah  (  Kellogg  )  Caldwell,  removed  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  July  18,  1S35,  and  settled  on 
what  was  afterward  known  as  CaMwell  Prairie,  in  the  town  of  Waterfurd,  Racine  Co.,  where  they 
lived  till  1855,  when  tbej  came  to  La  Crosse  Co..  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  where  her  father 
died.  Her  mother  died  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse ;  Mr.  Robinson  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  November,  1854,  and 
Settled  in  niirtiliiinj  Vwlley,  town  of  Burns,  where  he  remained  one  year  lie  then  removed  to  Jefferson  Co  , 
where  he  died,  in  October,  1856.  The  famiJ;  returned  to  the  town  of  Burns  in  186:2.  Mn.  Robinson  bas  two 
ehildren—George  W.,  horn  in  Walworth  Oi.,  Wis.,  in  1844,  married  to  Tmogene  Cohnan,  in  1869 ;  ahe  died 
Fehraary,  1880.  He  has  three  children— Flora  A..  Ira  C.  and  Leiah.  Thi- second  child  is  Adelia  N..  now 
Mrs.  Cooper,  of  Bangor  She  has  one  »^on — George  H.  Mr.  Ira  Cohnan,  of  the  town  of  Burns,  was 
bom  in  Vermont,  in  IHOU;  remOTed  to  Wisconsin  in  18:^7,  and  settled  on  Caldwcli  Prairie,  in  the 
town  of  Waterford,  where  he  was  married,  in  1847.  to  Klvira  S.  Caldwell,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Robinson.  She 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1824;  came  to  Ija  Crosse  Co.  in  1854.  They  have  lost  two  ehtldren.  Mr. 
Caldwell,  the  father  of  Mr^*.  Robin:ion  and  Mrs.  Colman,  died  September,  ISCI,  in  the  t'lwu  of  Hamilton. 
Mother  died  in  1876.  The  parents  had  thirteen  children  —  three  sons  and  ten  daughters  All  of  the 
daogfatere  were  married  In  Wueonsin.   The  three  sons  and  eight  of  the  daughters  are  stin  living. 

THEODOBE  SCHJIITZ,  farmer,  Sec.  2;  P.O.  Banti-r;  born  in  Pru.vsia,  Germany,  in 
1827.  Emigrated  to  thiit  country  in  June,  1851.  Resided  in  Nortliein  Illinois  fur  about  mx  months; 
thenee  to  St.  I^ouis,  Mo.,  where  he  lived  till  the  spring  of  1854  :  then  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he 
engaged  to  assist  in  driving  cattle  acrost*  the  plains  to  California.  Thi.s  trip  dct  upied  about  three  month». 
He  stayed  in  California  till  the  spring  of  1851);  he  then  went  to  Frazier's  River,  in  tlie  Briti.sh  Posses- 
sions.  Returned  (o  California,  where  he  remained  two  years;  thence  to  Dane  Co  ,  Wi<..  in  \^i'>\  Came 
to  La  Creese  Co.  the  same  jear,  aod  settled  in  the  town  of  Washiogton.  where  he  lived  till  October,  1 8G4. 
In  the  Ihll  of  1861,  retnmed  to  Germany,  and  was  married  to  Clara  Urmee.  He  came  back  in  the  spring 
of  ISfiU.  They  have  >^\x  children-  I.U'  v  ivutrina,  .TdImi  H..  John  M..  Theodore  and  Gasjxr.  Mr. 
Schmitz  enlisted  in  the  M]iring  of  lS(t  t,and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  His  farm  contains  16U 
aeres. 

DANIEL  SHANE,  farmer,  Sei..  15;  1'.  ().  Baniior  ;  was  b.int  in  Cnlutubia  Co..  Penn  ,  in 
182U.    His  father,  George  Shane,  died  in  PeDnsylvania.    His  mother  and  four  children  came  to  La 
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CbiMM  Co.  in  185C.  Ho  came  the  previous  fall  and  parchaM<-d  his  jireseut  farm.  He  waa  ihe  firsi  settler 
of  this  fann,  which  wuk  entered  aa  Govenunwi  land  by  L<  wis  l^cwb.  Ho  haa  280  acres.  Mr.  Shane 
retaroed  to  Pennsylvania  in  1>^57,  and  was  married  to  Anna  M.  Melick,  born  in  Penosylvania.  They 
have  nine  children — Forrest  D..  Ilebeeca  K.,  now  Mrs.  William  U.  Bradley;  Orpba  I.,  Ulysses  Grant, 
Mary  M.,  Oeorge  P.,  Bertha  B.,  Robert  R.  and  Clyde  M.  Mr.  8hUM  hiilB  bean  ChMnuui  «f  Town 
Board  several  terms,  also  Ju."'tic<'  of  tho.  Peace  for  several  years. 

WILLIAM  ^iTREETOX,  fanner.  Sec.  21 ;  P.  O.  Bangor  .  was  bom  in  NortbamptoiiBbire, 
BngUod,  in  1816.  Emigrated  to  Wisoonsin  from  England  in  1845.  He  lived  in  the  town  of  Franklin, 
MUwankee  Co.»  about  oiae  joaia:  came  to  the  La  Croaae  Valley,  aod  aettled  oa  the  farm  where  he  now 
Ktea,  in  1854.  He  wu  married  m  England,  to  Saiab  Joneo,  born  1820.  They  have  bad  seven  ebildren, 
ftte  of  whom  are  living — Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Hunn,  lives  in  Trempelean  Co.;  Jabez,  Jacob,  Anna  (Mack) 
aad  Boos.  They  lost  their  first  child  in  England.  Annie,  a  twin  of  Sarah,  died  in  Milwaukee.  Mr. 
Streeton's  parenu,  Joseph  and  Mary  Streoton.  died  in  Bngland.  Mn.  8ti«e(0D*a  parents  were  Thomas 
aril]  Alice  Jones;  they  came  to  America  with  Mr.  Streeton,  with  whom  tboj maided  til!  their  death.  Hr. 
Jones  died  March,  187U,  in  bis  dUth  year.    Mrs.  Jones  died  July,  1876,  bi  bar  80th  year. 

HIKilH  ^IWBBT,  ftraier,  See.  3 ;  P.  O.  Bangor ;  «m  of  Let!  aod  Taoy  Swoat  He  waa  bom 
in  Allephany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  lR3t'.  where  his  father  died.  Mr^.  Sweot  and  family  came  to  the 
La  Crosse  Valley  from  the  State  of  New  York,  in  March,  18.^6,  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  Hiram  now 
owns,  where  his  mother  died,  Jan.  26,  1872.  Parents  had  six  socs  and  one  daughter,  five  sons  and  tbo 
daughter  still  livinp.  Himm  was  married  to  Melissa  Wrif^ht,  daupht<>r  of  Samuel  Wright,  who  came  to 
La  Groese  Co.  fVom  Vermont  in  1866.  They  have  two  boys — Marshall  E.  and  Alvah  B.  Farm  contains 
180  acra.  Mr.  Bwoet  enlisted  Feb.  18, 18d6,  in  49tb  W.  Y.  L;  was  diaobaiged  August  81  of  the  same 
jmr. 

WLBH.  CHARLOTTE  A.  \AN  VVORHEB,  Sec.  19  ;  P.  0.  Kangor;  widow  of  Harry 
L.  Yam  Woraier,  who  waa  bom  in  Massachusetts  in  1  ^  1 S.  He  removed  to  Ohio  with  bis  parents  when  he 
was  5  years  of  age.  He  was  married  to  hia  present  widow,  formerly  Miss  Charlotte  Adams,  Jan.  3,  1842. 
Sbo  waa  bom  in  Ohio  in  1823.  They  came  to  Wiaoonain  (be  following  February,  and  settled  near  Raoine, 
where  they  lived  a  few  months,  and  then  returned  to  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  set- 
tled in  Oak  Grove,  Dodge  Co.,  where  they  lived  ten  years ;  they  came  to  La  Croase  Co.  in  1855,  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm  wbieb  Un.  Yan  Wormer  now  owns,  whieli  was  porebaaad  of  Mr.  Alfted  8.  Swartont ; 
farm  formerly  owned  by  Victor  Adam.s,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Van  Wormer.  Mr.  Van  Wormer  died  Sept. 
18,  1871 ;  had  four  childrao,  three  of  whom  are  living — Claranoe  A.,  Clement  H.  and  Jennie ;  loot  one 
dangbter — Florenee  B.    Pam  oontaina  about  500  acres.  - 

L.  A.  VIETS,  farmiT,  Pec.  2!)  .  1',  O.  Bau<.'or  ;  was  born  in  the  town  of  Granhy,  Hartford  Co  , 
Conn.,  December,  1816.  His  father  died  when  be  waa  about  8  years  of  age.  He  removed  with  hia 
mother  to  IVomboll  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  Kved  till  26  jeara  of  age,  and  where  ho  was  married  to  hia  first 
wife,  Lavina  Kellogg.  In  Trumbull  Co.,  he  was  engaged  for  a  while  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother, 
Byron  Viets  ,  aflerward  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  himself.  In  1842,  he  removed  to  Lake 
Co..  HI.,  near  Waukegan,  where  he  lived  two  years.  In  1844,  with  hiabfotber  Byron,  he  cania  to  DodffO 
Co.,  Wis.,  and  settled  <»n  a  farm  near  Waupun,  where  he  lived  about  seven  years.  He  first  came  to  the 
La  Crosse  Valley  in  July,  I8.il,  and  located  a  farm  on  Sec.  .32,  town  of  Burns.  He  took  up  om  -half  of 
tliat  aeeiMn,  where  he  settled  in  November  of  that  year,  and  where  he  resided  till  Novemlh  r,  1863. 
During  a  part  of  this  time,  he  was  engaf;ed  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Burns  Corners.  Mr.  Viets  is 
not  only  of  the  very  earliest  settlers,  but  had  been  one  of  the  moat  prominent  citiceus  of  the  town  of 
Burns.  No  man  has  been  more  pmninently  identified  with  the  the  eailieff  end  later  history  of  this  town. 
Haa  been  Town  Clerk  twenty-6ve  years,  and  Assessor  fur  twenty  years ;  waa  also  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  several  terms.  Settled  where  he  now  lives  in  1863.  His  first  wife  died  April,  1861.  Hia  present 
wife  was  Mrs.  Julia  Avery,  formerly  Miss  Little,  born  in  Vermont.  Mr.  Yieta  had  four  children  by  first 
wife,  only  one  of  whom  is  living — Henry  L.,  who  resides  at  Parkor'a  Praiiito,  Minn.  One  dangbter, 
Annie,  anerwarda  Mia.  A.  B.  Crank,  died  in  Bnma,  Jan.  18,  1873 ;  left  three  cbildnm.  Mrs.  Yieta  haa 
two  children  by  first  niarriase—Frinces  and  Estt  l!;i  R. 

WILLIAM  R.  WILLIAniii,  carpenter,  See.  32 ;  P.  O.  Bangor ;  where  he  owns  a  farm  of 
175  acne ;  bwn  in  North  Walea,  June,  1^.  He  came  to  the  United  Statea  in  the  summer  of  1858; 
came  to  Bangor  in  thi'  fall  of  IS*.')!*;  married  in  Milwankee,  in  IStiO,  t^i  Alii f  Owi  li's,  Imm  in  Wales. 
They  have  seven  children — Jane,  Ellen,  Griffith,  Alice,  Mwgie  and  Nellie  (^twios;,  and  Kittie.  Mr. 
Wilfiama  follows  the  boaineaa  of  eerjpentiy,  whiob  he  leaned  in  Walea.  He  and  wifii  are  nenben  of  the 
Methodiat  Chnreh. 
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HBH.  HAHniAH  WBWJ9T,  BangMr;  widow  of  Samuel  Wright,  who  wm  Im  h 

Vemont.  April,  1807,  where  he  was  married  to  his  present  widow.  Miss  Hannah  Cram.  They  cann'  t-i 
Wiaoonsin  in  ISt'ifi,  and  settled  on  present  farm,  which  they  purcbaneii  of  Daniel  Cram.  Mr.  Wright 
died  8ei>teuil..  r,  1878.  Mrs.  Wright  has  four  children— Elvirt,  now  Mrs.  Eli  D.  Wisbell,  lives  in  Ver- 
mont;  MeliN.HH,  wife  of  Hiram  Sw<H>t,  and  Robert.  The  latter  was  bora  in  yemoDt,  IB  1843;  wnM 
Mary  E.  Bowen,  daughter  of  L.  K.  Bowen.    Farm  contaiiu  180  acres. 


TOWN  OP  FARMINCTON. 

ALONZO  ANGEIi,  farmer  and  carpenter ;  V  O  Miiidnro;  born  in  the  town  of  Ondli^ 
State  of  New  York,  February,  1816.  He  removed  thence  to  (iencaee  Couoty  with  his  parents;  theBM 
to  Cbautaui|ua  County.  Married  Mi.ss  Clarissa  Loomia.  They  remeived  to  ItaciDc  Co.,  Vfj*..  io  tbafil 
of  184G;  thence  to  Elkhorn,  Walworth  Co.,  where  they  lived  about  seven  years.  Mr.  Anprel  was  there 
engaj];ed  in  earpcntry.  Came  to  what  Is  now  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  June,  1851,  where  he  worked  during 
the  summer,  and  wbert^  he  removed  hia  family  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He  went  to  Trempealeau,  Febrn- 
ary,  1 852,  where  he  built  a  warehouae.  This  was  the  first  warehoaae  built  between  Galena  and  St.  Paal. 
Id  November  of  that  year,  he  came  to  Lewis  Valley,  whioh  has  since  been  hia  home,  but  has  been 
enga^^  at  various  points  in  this  and  adjoining  oountiea,  in  boildiog.     He  put  ap  soine  of  the  earliest 

E'neiple  baildinca  ia  the  ottj  of  La  Croeae.   His  wife  died  Jaonarj,  1862.    Hit  preseot  wife  was  Mn. 
art  E.  Fuirali.    He  has  three  sona  and  two  daaghtera  by  fliet  marriage,  and  a  son  and  daughter  by 
•Boond  wife. 

niliTON  AT  WATER,  farmer,  Sec.  20;  P.  0.  Mindoroi  aon  of  Ward  Atwater,  who  wu 
born  in  Van  Sootin;  enne  to  Wisooutn,  nbout  1840,  and  settled  m  the  lom  d  Fbrmingtoo  widi  \k 
family,  about  1 857.   He  died,  Jone  17»  1878.  Hilton  vss  bom  in  Wankeriw  Gonnt^,  in  1860.  SettM 

on  bisraesent  farm,  1870. 

CHBOMB  |H.  BAHBBll,  ihnnar,  See.  22;  P.  0.  Mindofo.    Mr.  Barber  was  bora  in 

Cayuga  Co..  N.  Y.,  in  1826.  He  removed  with  bis  parents  to  what  is  now  F.rit^  Co  .  Ohio,  when  a  child. 
He  was  married  in  the  spring  of  IS.")!,  to  Francis  ti.  Cowels,  of  Kome,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.  Tbey  came  to 
La  Crosse  Oonn^  from  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  in  September  of  that  year.  He  worked  for  a  while  at  the  boaiDeSf 
of  carpentry  ;  eanie  to  I/cwis  Valley  in  the  spring  of  18.')3.  His  wife  died  July  16,  IS^kk  nn  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns.  He,  with  his  wife,  was  boarding  at  the  time  with  Mr.  Charle'*  Jackfcjn.  owner  of 
the  farm  at  that  time.  Mr.  Jaekson  died,  December,  1854.  Mr.  Barber  and  Mrs.  Jackson  were  married. 
Dec.  23.  1855.  Mr.  Jackson  came  to  La  Croeae  County  in  the  spring  of  18.53.  He  w;i.«  horn  in  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.;  married  to  the  present  Mrs.  Barber,  whore  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Ward.  She  wis 
bom  io  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Barljer  had  one  child  by  first  wife,  Mrs.  Francia  A.,  wife  of  WelliDgtua 
Martin.  She  died  Sept.  15,  1880,  and  left  two  children — Mary  E.  and  George  W.  Has  three  ehillna 
by  present  marriage — Uharlee,  Willis  £.  and  Mary  A.  Mrs.  Barber  liad  two  |cbildren  by  fonner  mar- 
riage, both  deoessed.  Mr.  B.  hss  been  Jvstiee  of  the  Pesoe  and  Notsij  PaUie  ainee  18(18,  eteepieac 
year. 

WILIilS  E.  BABBBBy  ftrmer,  P.  0.  Miodoio ;  son  of  George  G.  Baibsr.   flo  «»  ban 

in  the  town  of  Farmint'ton.  on  the  hoBMstsad  wheie  he  now  fivM,  September,  1858;  named  AnrSIa 

UilfilUn.  daaghtur  of  William  Giifillao. 

OIIiBBBT  G(M!l€MN>lf,  (bmer,  See.  13;  P.  O.  Sterenstown;  bom  in  YemHNit,  AprS. 

1822;  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  when  he  was  a  ebild;  thence,  with  his  parents,  tfl  Cnnadi 
Weat;  thence  to  the  State  of  Illinois;  came  with  his  father's  tamiiy  to  La  Croase  Co.  about  1850;  was 
married  to  Jane  Alexander;  have  three  children — Maggie  M.,  Mavd  and  Grace.  His  farm  oontaios  115 
aeres.    Mr.  Congdon  enlisted  in  the  2d  V.  W.  C.  in  September,  1864,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

A.  S.  W.  COOKk  farmer,  Sec.  21:  P.  O.  Mindoro;  born  in  Cambrid^'e,  Mass.,  Januar}' 
lS2  t     He  was  hmught  op  ni  that  State;  same  to  Wisconsin  in  1856,  and  settled  in  La  Cro^^.sl'  Co 
where  he  has  t-iiice  lived,  t'xcept  two  years  which  he  spent  in  the  State  of  Ulinoifi,     Married  Klizd  S. 
^^tevon.-',  born  in  Necdham,  Matw.    They  have  four  children — Frank  \V.,  Clara  W..  J.  \V.  and  .\rthur  S. 

JABEN  €.  CKOOK,  farmer,  See.  18;  P.  O.  Mindoro;  son  of  Oriando  Crook,  who  came  to 
J  A  Croase  Co.  in  1852,  and  settled  where  hia  SOU  now  Hves.  James  C.  wss  bora  in  Vennont  in  1833.  He 
came  to  Wiaoonsin  with  his  parents. 
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J.  H.  DAHL.  inerchaot.  Mindoro;  fira  of  Hinsou  k  DM.  Mr.  Dahl  was  bora  in  Norwaj 
k  1853.  Be  came  to  WiacoDtto  from  his  Qadve  wamUj  in  1870.  He  wm engaged  in  elerkiog  for  a  tine; 
irent  into  the  meraiiitile  tMttineaa  et  Boekbnd  in  1877  *,  came  here  encl  eeteblnhed  b«uiiMit  !■  1879.  H» 

partner,  Mr.  Hanson,  is  also  a  native  of  Norwuj' ;  came  from  Norway  to  Wisconsin  aboat  1867.  The 
firm  of  Haoson  &  Dahl  keep  a  iraperal  etock  of  )<oode,  and  are  doinK  a  good  busioeas. 

HBS.  CL  ABTSS A  DO WUfBB,  formerly  Olariaaa  Roberts;  Miodoro.    Mn.  Dowser  was 

bom  in  the  town  of  Collins.  Erie  Co.,  N'.  Y.,  in  1819.  Slie  r.smoved  with  her  parents  to  Wayne  Co., 
Mich.,  in  the  fall  of  1S;11.  Married  in  1837.  to  Mr.  Luther  Downer,  who  wa.s  born  in  V'ermont  in  1812, 
and  removed  to  Michi<{an  with  his  parents.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downer  came  to  L%  Croise  Co.  in  November, 

1846.  Mr.  Downer  had  made  a  claim  in  L?wis  Valley  the  spring;  before.  They  were  the  fir^t  of  the 
permanent  settlers  who  came  into  Lewis  Valley,  and  doubtless  the  finit  land  broken  in  the  valley  was  on 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Downer;  as  there  were  no  settlors  in  the  valley  at  that  time,  Mr.  Downer  and  w4fe  went 
to  North  Bead,  Jacksoo  Co.,  till  such  time  as  others  should  bo  readj  U>  settle  near  them.  Jan.  1,  18-18. 
ther  settled  permanently  in  the  valley.  The  three  Lewis  brothers,  after  whom  the  Tslley  wss  named, 
had  then  been  sibout  three  weeks  in  the  valley.    The  breaking'  ili  ivc  referred  to  was  in  the  siitiinier 

1847.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Downer  wa.s  adjacent  to — in  fact,  included  the  present  villat^e  of  Minduni  In 
the  aprinj;  of  18.")').  Mr.  Downer  .settled  on  Sec.  '.VA,  and  on  this  homestead  Mrs.  Downer  still  rr^iides. 
Her  husband  died  April  2.  18.*)lj.  They  liad  four  children — .Joanna,  born  in  Michigan,  March  8.  1839; 
Cyprian,  born  May  13,  1840;  Anthony,  horn  April  'I't,  1812;  and  Lorette,  born  Oct.  14,  1848.  Lorette 
is  the  only  one  livin*:.  and  was  the  first  child  bom  in  the  town  of  Farminjrton.  She  married  Bi-njatuin  F. 
McClintock,  ion  of  Hagh  MoClintuok,  who  settled  in  Qreene  Co.  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Ln 
Crosse  Co.  in  1853.  He  now  lives  in  the  town  of  Haniltoo.  B.  F.  MoCKntoek  was  bora  in  Ohio  in  1844. 
He  served  about  one  year  <lurin;.'  thi-  rebellion,  as  a  member  of  Fo-tcr'^  Battery.  Has  two  children — Perry 
and  Cliflon.  Mrs.  Downer's  two  sons,  Cyprian  and  Anthony,  were  lueuberH  of  Co.  I,  8th  W.  V.  I.,  dur- 
ing the  rebellion.  The  fbrmer  eiilistsd  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  served  three  years;  he  died  in  1872. 
The  latter  mlistt  d  in  the  same  eonipany,  .■\usn'<t,  18r>'2,  and  died  in  the  hit.-j'ita!  at  Menijiliis,  September, 
1863.  Her  dauifliti  r,  .loanna,  married  Daniel  L.  Calkins,  and  died  at  her  re.sidence,  near  Cleveland, 
Ofaiic^  Sept.  29,  1  ^tj.'i,  .\ftcr  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Downer  and  her  children  spent  about  three 
yean  witJi  her  friends  in  Miehl^n,  but  Lewis  Valley  has  been  her  home  since  she  eame  with  her  husband 
to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  in  1846. 

JOHN  T.  FOWLER,  wa^'<.n-maker,  Mindoro;  born  in  Dueht>ss  Co.,  N.  V..  in  181.-);  set- 
tled in  itewis  Valley  io  1855,  where  be  has  since  lived.  He  is  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  but  bud  chaijp: 
of  a  saw-mill  ten  or  twelve  yearn  after  he  eame  to  the  vaHey;  he  eame  to  the  village  of  Mmdoro  Decern- 
her.  186.') ;  has  worked  at  his  trade  here  sinei'  that  time;  became  from  Ohio  to  Lewis  Valley.  Mr  Fow- 
ler wa-s  niarrie<l  in  La  Cros.se  Co.;  ha,s  one  daughter — Mary  V.  Has  been  Notary  Public  al)out  six  years, 
and  .Justice  of  the  Peace  two  years 

LA  WHENCE  FBANK,  farmer,  See.  19  ;  P.  0.  Mindoro;  bom  ia  the  town  of  Herkimer, 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y..  June  27,  1831.  He  removed  with  his  parents  lo  Joflerson  Co.,  Wis.,  in  1842. 
He  lived  in  Jefferson  Co.  till  21  years  of  a^re ;  came  to  L  'wii?  Valley  in  18.'>i,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
Married  Margaret  0.  Lewis,  daughter  of  Lnreoxo  Lewis,  who  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Lewb 
Valley,  and  who  at  present  resides-with  Mr.  Frsnk.  Mr.  F.  has  seven  children — Corina,  Stella,  Ina,  Tjan- 
ata,  El>er,  Elvin  and  Ellis.    Farm  contnin.s  SO  acres. 

A.  P.  FliLI^KR,  farmer.  See.  24;  P.  0.  Mindoro:  born  in  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y..  in  1827. 
When  9  years  of  aj;e  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Crawford  Co.,  Penn.  He  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in 
October,  l^Ti'A.  and  settled  where  he  now  lives.  He  pureha.sed  his  farm  nf  his  brother,  H.  F.  Fuller, 
which  the  latter  bought  of  Mr.  Ilet  in  1852.  Mr.  Fuller  married  Laura  D.  Tower,  daughter  of  Rodney 
Tower.  They  have  three  children— Vivian  M.,  Bdgar  P.  and  Barl  R.  Mr.  Faller'a  ikrm  oontains  lOO 
acres :  hss  also  100  acres  of  timber-land. 

J*  D.  HATiiNS,  fiirmer,  See.  20 ;  P.  O.  Mindoro;  born  in  St.  Lawrenoe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  181G; 

was  married  tn  Mary  T.^rry,  born  in  the  State  of  New  York;  she  died  in  1S15.  Mr.  Havens  came  to 
Lewis  Valley  in  the  spring  of  18ti7  ;  married  Mrs.  Elinor  A.  Raymond,  dauj^hter  of  Huj:h  Kennedy,  who 
eame  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  July,  1856.  Mrs.  Havens,  then  Mrs.  William  L.  Raymond,  came  hero  in 
1856.  Mr.  R.  died  in  the  spring  of  1861  Mr  Havens  had  four  children  by  Ant  wife  and  three  by 
present  niarria<?e.    Mrs.  Havens  has  two  sons  by  first  marriage. 

JOHN  HOBBS,  farmer,  Sec.  17  ;  P.  O.  Mindoro;  born  in  England  in  1832.  Hia parents  emi- 
grated to  New  York  when  he  was  a  child.  The  fiimily  resided  for  a  time  in  Albany,  remove^thenoe  to  Ohio; 
Menoe  to  Fort  MaMen,  Canada;  thenoeto  Fonddn  Lao  Co.,  where  they  lived  nine  yean.  Mr.  Hobfaaeamoto 
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La  Crosse  Co.  in  the  fall  of  IS.'il,  and  settled  on  the  farm  whwe  be  now  lives.  He  eolitted  Sept  18. 
18()1,  in  the  2d  W.  V.  C;  served  till  the  close  of  the  war;  married  Mary  Newoomb,  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  have  eleven  children — four  sons  and  seven  daughters.  Mr.  Hobbe'  farm  contains  240 
neres. 

JOHN  tL.  JOKESi,  farmer,  Sec.  24 ;  P.  O.  Steveniitown.  Mr.  Jones  wu  bom  in  Walee,  in 
1817.  He  came  to  tbe  ITnited  States  firom  Canada,  when  about  li)  years  of  age,  and  settled  In  Walworth 
Co.,  Wis.  He  was  married  in  Walwurth  Co. ;  eanie  to  La  Crosse  ('o.  about  1852,  and  settled  ufwn  hi^ 
present  farm.  Tb^  have  tax  children — Alfred  Albert,  bora  in  Walworth  Co.,  Wii^^  November,  1843; 
Qeorge  W.,  Jobn  BT.,  Mtrin,  Jnokson  B.  tmi  Lenrad  Mn.  Jones  is  >  nnttve  of  Boston,  Mtw.  Nr. 
J,*8  farm  cuntaiiis  -1>^  ncres. 

JAMUfei  KcCONNfiLL,  farmer,  See.  30]  P.  O.  Miodoro;  son  of  David  McConoell,  a  oa- 
live  of  Crawford  Co.,  Penn.;  removed  to  Portage  Go.,  Ohio,  tlienoe  to  Walwortii  Go.,  in  1842,  where  bs 
removed  his  family  the  fallowin-;  year.  Tie  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  in  18.')2,  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
bis  aon  James  now  owns.  He  died  August  IG,  18GU  ;  mother  died  in  1873.  James  was  bora  io  PortagB 
Co.,  Ohio,  Mareh,  1836;  name  to  La  Croese  Co.  with  his  (bther  ;  be  enlisted,  in  Angnat,  1861,  m  tbe 
1st  Wiscon-sin  Buttery;  served  three  years;  was  in  active  service  the  wIkiIc  of  that  time;  was  engajjed  in 
many  of  the  most  important  battle.^)  and  campaigns  of  the  Southwest,  including  Sherman's  attack  on  Vtck*- 
burg,  Grant's  siege  of  that  city  ;  was  at  the  battle  ot  Arkansas  Poofe,  Port  Gibson,  where  he  was  wounded; 
Baker's  Creek,  Chanipinn  HillH,  Ranks"  Red  River  expedition,  etc.;  wa.9  discharged  Oct.  18,  1864.  M»r- 
riod  Mary  L.  Horn;  have  tour  children — William  R.,  Hoy  Angu.s,  Nellie  and  Gertrude.  Parents  bad 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

JAY  PKTTINUILL,  farmer;  P.  O.  Mindoro;  son  of  Alonzo  Pettingill ;  born  in  Ots^ 
Co.,  N.  in  1837  ;  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.  with  his  fiither.  Married  Adeline  Sage,  bom  in  Otsego  Co. 
Tliej  have  one  daughter — St«lla  M.    Mr.  Pcttinpll  owns  the  homestead  where  his  father  settled  io  1856. 

jrOHSr  A.  PETTINCiILL,  farmer,  S«o.  28 i  P.  0.  Mindoro;  aon  of  Alooio  PettiagiU. 
who  was  born  in  Otsego  Co.,  N.  T.,  Deoember,  1802,  whan  hn  wat  nuTried  to  Looy  Davis ;  removed  to 
Michigan  in  the  .spring  of  185t.  and  to  T^a  Crosse  Co.  May,  1866,  and  aett led  in  Lewis  Valley,  where  hii 
father  stiU  lives.  Parents  bad  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living' — Mrs.  Martha  L  Mathewson,  Jaj, 
J.  and  John  A.  The  latter  was  horn  in  Otsego  Co.,  N.  T.,  Dec.  1,  1842.  Married  Ann  E.  Quiggle, 
daughter  of  .Tames  Quig>:le:  have  two  children — Oeor^'e  L.  and  Eva.    Farm  contains  110  ^cn-v 

H*  S*  PHILLIPSIL  farmer,  Sec.  23 ;  P.  0.  Mindoro.  Mr.  Phillii»  was  bora  in  Chautauqua  Co.,  N. 
T.,  in  1849.   He  came  to  Kenosha  Co.,  Wm.,  in  1851 ;  thenoe  to  Dabnqao,  Iowa,  Ibr  one  year,  and  lo 
T..a  Cros.sc  Co.  in  the  sprinL'  of  ISST).     He  enli.stcd,  September,  18(51 ,  in  the  8th  W.  V.  I.    He  was  io 
the  service  four  years  and  six  days,  and  wa.H  in  active  service  nearly  alt  of  that  time.    He  entered  the 
army  as  a  private,  and  was  promoted,  by  successive  steps,  to  a  first  lieutcnantcy .    He  paitidpated  b  neaily 
ill!  the  campaifrn.-^  and  i  n^'a^enienti*  in  which  the  noted  "  Eighth,"  the  Ea^lo  Regiment,  wer'  engaged 
Among  them  ma)  be  nieniioued  the  siege  of  New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Corinth,  Miss.;  waa  ai  the  siei;^ 
and  surrender  of  Vieksburg,  etc.    Ho  had  command  of  Us  company  (Co.  I),  from  December,  1864,  to 
Sept.  16,  1865.    .\fter  the  war,  he  settled  in  Salem  ;  removed  to  the  city  of  lia  Cross<',  January.  1S75  ; 
was  elected  Sheriff  «>f  the  county  the  following  autumn  and  served  two  ye^ir^.    He  purchased  his  pre^ient 
farm  of  Hugh  McDonald,  in  1876.    Married  Marion  Gage,  daughter  of  W.  W.  Gage,  of  Waet  Salem 
who  eame  to  La  Crosse  Co.  from  the  eastern  part  of  tbe  State  in  1854.    He  was  fijnneriy  from  the  State 
of  New  York.    Mrs.  Phillips  was  born  in  Dodg:e  Co.,  in  1848.    Their  children  are  William  8.,  Holft* 
ter  M.,  Lydia  A..  Marion  G.  and  Tda  M.    Mr.  Phillips  is  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  nMngof 
aoighum,  and  io  the  manufacture  of  syrup.    He  has  this  vear  (1881)  15  acres  of  sorghum. 

PHIIiLIP  QVIGGLE,  farmer,  Sec.  22 ;  P.  O.  Mindoro ;  born  in  Geauga  Co. ,  Ohio,  September, 
1827.  His  parents,  Jumes  and  Hannah  M.  Quig^le,  removed  to  Walworth  Co.,  July,  1843.  Mr.  Phillip 
Qoiggle  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  and  purchased  his  present  farm  io  1852,  where  he  settled  in  1855.  His 
ftdier  eame  hero  in  1854 ;  died  July,  1 870.  His  mother  Uvea  with  her  wm.  Mr.  Qukgle  wenn  to  OsB* 
fornia  from  Stok  Oo.,  in  1854.  His  fir.'^t  wife  wa.s  Corndin  A.  Alhlej,  of  Goloaibin  Wil^  pi«Mat 
wife  was  Elia  Peeic ;  has  tour  children  by  tirst  marriage. 

ETHAN  BOBERTS,  farmer,  See.  24;  P.  O.  Mindoro.  Mr.  Roberts  waa  hora  in  Brie  Co.. 
N.  Y  ,  in  1824;  he  removed  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when  a  child;  he  first  came  to  Ijewis  Valley  in 
the  spring  of  1S52;  he  returned  to  .Michigan,  was  married  to  Sarah  W.  Dana,  born  in  Amherst,  Mass., 
in  1828  ;  went  to  .Michigan  in  1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  RoWts  came  to  La  Crussc  County  from  Michi- 
gan, in  the  fall  ot  1855,  and  nettled  in  the  ea.st  part  of  Lewis  Valley.  Sec.  22,  Ran<:e  5  west,  which  he 
bought  of  the  Goveroiuent.    In  1862,  he  located  nn  Sec.  22,  Range  6  west;  settled  where  he  now  lives,  io 
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1865.  Mr.  Roberta  has  three  sons — K.  Dana,  born  1854;  Goorire  C,  hum  1857,  and  Fred  L.,  born 
October,  1862.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  Dowikt,  who,  with  her  husband,  was  thy 
«arlicst  settler  of  Lt-wis  '  II 

«l«OiUd£  S.  feUSMTK,  fitrmar,  Sea  21  i  P.  O.  Mindoro.  Bora  io  Manaohusetta  in  1804, 
wbeie  he  fived  till  18  yvns  of  age,  when  he  rumoTed  with  hu  fkther'a  fkmilj  to  Oeanga  Co.,  Ohio. 
Married  in  Ohio  to  Lucin  K  Rurtli  iluru .  w  ,  n  iiinved  to  Walworth  Co.,  WU.,  May,  1846;  came  to  La 
CnMae  Couoty  in  1852,  aud  Hettled  id  Lewis  VuUey,  where  ho  has  since  lived;  wife  died  Aug.  4,  1871  ; 
has  seven  chiUren — Oscar  0.,  Margaret  X.,  Selena  S.,  Olen  0.,  Oreo  A.,  .\lon£o  S.,  and  Francis  M. 
Four  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Sisaon  were  .^nldiers  in  the  Union  army  diiriiiu'  the  n-hi  llioii.  O-scar  ().  cnliatt'd 
in  1861,  in  the  8th  W.  V.  I.,  where  he  served  two  year^;  wa.>  then  iraiisterred  to  Company  A,  2d 
United  States  heavy  artillery,  where  be  served  five  years;  .'serving  altogether  seven  ymn  a«  a  soldier. 
Alooso  S.  waa  born  in  Ohio,  1845 ^  enliated  in  the  2d  W,  V.  C-;  aerved  four  vein:  ■Hurried  Maij 
ChishohB,  danghter  of  Jaaia  Cmboln;  ahe  wu  bom  in  'B«av«r  Dam,  1850.  Tinej  hm  tmo 
boi|>— Frutik  W.  .iikI  Charlea  B.  Glen  G.  enliated  In  aamo  r^meot  and  oompaaj,  aad  aerred  dnriiiig 
the  bat  year  of  the  war. 

OBBE  A.  flliillON,  proprietor  of  hotel,  Mindoro:  bom  in  Ohio  in  1844,  edieted  in  1864  in 

IM  W.  V.  C.  :  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Married  Sarah  A.  .\rnold,  daughter  of  J<din  F.  Arnold; 
."he  was  born  in  Otseiro  Co.,  N.  Y.    They  have  three  sons  aud  one  daughter. 

BICHARD  jfiOLBS,  ftrmer.  Sec.  31  ;  O.  Mindoro.  Born  in  (niLnun-o  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Julj 
1833;  married  Maria  Skeels;  came  to  Wisconsin  June,  1859,  lived  in  Cambria,  Columbia  Co.,  fur  a  short 
time;  came  to  La  Crosse  County  that  year;  lived  in  Bangor  about  four  years,  and  settled  on  present 
farm.  Mr.  Soles  enli.sted  in  2d  W.  V.  C  ,  Sejitemher,  18()4,  and  served  till  the  elooa  the  WWT.  Haa 
one  daughter — fllateUa,  wife  of  Alonao  Phelpa.    Farm  contains  333  acres. 

BrMBATH  ffTBTEN 9,  farmer.  See.  21 ;  P.  O.  Mindoro.  He  waa  bom  in  Needham,  near 
Bo!*ton;  resided  in  his  native  town  and  in  Boston  till  I'^^i'i;  eanie  to  La  Crosse  County  in  July  of  that 
jear  and  settled  in  Lewis  Valley,  In  August  of  that  year,  with  his  brother,  A.  J.  Stevens,  opened  a 
store  in  the  present  village  of  Mindoro  ;  this  waa  the  first  store  establlNhod  in  Lewis  Valley.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Stevens  died  at  Winona  in  1880.  K|ihraini  Stevens  was  uiarrteil  to  Ellen  R.  Bnnvti.  daughter  of  8.  C 
Brown;  has  two  children — Nellie  and  Carrie    .^I^.  Steven.**  bought  hw  pr««ent  I'arm  about  1857. 

RO BY  VOW RR,  farmer,  Sec.  25 ;  P.  O.  Mindoro;  born  in  Chenango  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1810,  where  he  wis  married  to  Fidelia  Robinson,  born  in  Chenango  County.  They  came  to  Wisoooain 
July,  1843,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Lynn.  Walworth  Co.,  where  they  lived  six  years;  thenee  to  Mo> 
Henry  Co.,  III.,  where  they  remained  five  years;  reCnnwd  to  Walworth  County;  eanie  to  La  Crosse 
Coanty  in  1855  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Burns;  aettled  where  he  now  lives,  in  the  fall  of  1807,  pur- 
chasing hie  Ihrm  of  Mr.  Broadbent;  haa  five  diildren — Lanra  D.  Faller,  Helen  8.  Oilfillan,  AdsHne  F. 

.\dam9,  O.  R.  and  Edgar  .\.  Farm  contain-*  ;501  aeres.  Mr.  Tower  learned  his  trade  al.^n  engaged  in 
teaching.  Of  late  years,  has  given  considerable  attention  tu  tlie  study  oi^  geology,  ha.s  a  cabinet  of  very 
fine  and  rare  geolo^'ji  al  .siieeimens. 

JOHi\  ADAli  YOLXG,  proprietor  of  Badger  Mill,  in  Lewis  Valley;  born  in  Saiomr, 
Germany,  in  1824  ;  came  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  1845.  He  lived  in  Burlington,  Raoine  Oo,  fcr 
some  time,  where  he  learned  his  trade ;  thence  to  Geneva,  Walworth  Co.  In  l^.">i;.  he  came  to  Burr  Oak, 
where  he  settled  and  where  he  atill  owns  a  &rm.  He  has  been  eogaged  in  milling  must  of  the  time  since, 
he  oame  to  Wiaeonain.  Bought  the  Badger  Mill  Not.  18,  1878.  H»  wife  waa  Lnej  F.  Coogdon. 
They  have  two  aoni. 
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TOWN  OP  OAMPBKLL. 

WILLI  AH  AFSBT.  ftrm«r.  8eo.  16;  P.  O.  Ooatuka;  was  born  in  England  b  18S3.  In 

184G,  he  wus  iiKtrrii  I  t  i  Kllcri  Flower.«,  borii  in  England  in  1825,  and  in  18511  tVi.  y  cnii?ratcd  to  th. 
Uoited  States,  iandiug  at  New  Orleaua,  where  tbcy  stopped  ooe  winter.  In  tbe  following  aphng,  libl, 
thsj  oame  to  Wisoonsin,  and  Mrmi  tix  yeus  in  Wankeiht  County,  aftar  which  they  came  to  1*  Ornm 
and  on^rapcd  in  tlic  _'r  H  L-ry  busincwj,  kaepiog  the  first  irrocLrv  store  in  what  is  now  N'orth  Ia  Okhk,  Ac 
about  four  yeans,  wlien  he  purchased  80  acns  of  his  present  farm  and  lived  on  the  same  for  aboat  foor 
years.  Then  he  returned  to  North  La  OioBie  and  carried  on  tihe  grocery  bosiiMM  for  »  short  tiiDc,  attet 
whirb  hn  re  turned  to  hit«  fartii  and  has  made  rurmin<;  his  hnsincs<<.  and  ho  DOW  OWM  240  aCSet.  Hm 
held  several  town  offices  :  poUticn,  Republican.    They  liave  no  children. 

JOHBf  AMHElilBT,  farmer,  Sec.  7  ;  P.  O.  Onalaska  ;  was  born  in  Canada  Jan.  6,  18:^6;  came 
to  Wisconsin  in  185<1.  N'ow  own.s  3<H>  acres  of  finely  iin]ir<iv,  ii  land,  on  which  he  has  made  all  of  the  im- 
provcrocDts.  His  wife  Clara  Sears,  was  born  iu  Itidiaim ;  oiarried  Dec.  17,  1861.  They  have  nine  cbitdren 
—Charles,  Joseph  (deoaaaed),  BlTiok,  Maggie,  William  (deosassd),  Anna,  Zenoa  (deoeaasd),  Josephine, 
Millie. 

A.  n.  BAKER  v(i<'(^'(^u^<^d).  waH  horn  in  ISHti,  at  .\tben.s,  Ohio.  In  1857,  he,  with  bia 
parenti',  went  to  Vernon  Co.,  Wis.,  and  the  following  year  he  entered  the  Western  College  of  Linn  Co, 
Iowa,  where  be  remained  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F.  1 4th  Iowa  V.  I.,  and  served  three  yean, 
during  which  time  he  was  a  prisoner  ftr  about  eight  montha,  and  while  in  prison  emtnolad  dBsMse,  whidi 
led  to  his  death  in  1876.  Uis  wife,  Uarj  B.,  &nghter  of  Dnvid  and  Maxgarst  Denton,  ia  liTing  near 
North  La  Crosse. 

JOHM  A.  CASSBL,  farmer,  Sec.  26;  P.  0.  La  Crosse;  was  bom  in  France,  hi  1821 ; 

eniipr.iteii  Io  the  United  States  in  1H39,  and  lan<led  at  Sevannn.  Cm  .  where  lie  ntnpped  about  nine  months, 
when  he  went  to  Florida  and  worked  for  tbe  Government  fbr  about  fifteen  montha.  lie  then  returned  to 
Savanna,  and  Boon  after  sailed  for  New  York,  when  he  stopped  about  diree  monthe.   Then  he  went  to 

Pott«viIle,  Penn  .  an<i  en'jiiu;"d  in  niinin^^  until  1811;  h<'  then  went  to  Maryland.  ;ind  followed  the  same 
business  near  Cumberland.  In  ISio,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Stark,  born  in  Germany,  in  1827,  and  in 
1851  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Shelby  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  puToha.sed  80  acres  of  land  and  coh> 
menccd  farming,  and  followed  the  same  for  three  year.'^.  when  he  tired  of  f'armini;  and  ajiain  returnid  to 
Maryland,  where  he  worke<l  iu  the  mine.s  for  about  two  years  j  but  as  bis  health  would  not  prrmit  hiui  to 
follow  mining,  he  concluded  to  go  We.st.  And  so,  in  the  All  of  1866,  he  oame  to  Wisconsin  and  SSltM 
in  La  Crosse  County.  In  1863,  he  purchased  part  of  his  present  farm,  which  contains  340  acres,  moA 
of  which  is  well  improved  and  basgood  buildings.  Mr.  Caatiel  has  held  various  town  and  school  offices, 
and  is  a  Demoecst  in  poKtieo.  The  ehildno  are  Jaoob,  Mary,  John  A.,  Willfaui  H.,  Owtave  H.,  and 
Walter  O. 

JOH!V  DA  W^O^,  fanner,  See.  23;  P.  0.  La  Crosse;  the  sabject  of  this  sketoh,  one  of  the 

oldest  settlers  of  La  Cros.Ho  Co.,  was  born  in  England  in  1832  ;  at  the  age  of  8  years,  he,  with  his  parents, 
emigrated  to  the  Uoited  States,  and  came  direol  to  WisooBsin,  settling  in  Rscme  Co.  in  1840.  At  that 
time  tbe  eoontry  wss  new,  snd  there  were  only  a  very  few  settlers.    Bat  hu  fktiier,  Joseph  Dawson,  imsw* 

dialely  purchased  lt!0  acres  of  (  lovernment  land,  which  haa  since  proved  to  be  .some  of  the  host  land  in 
tbe  county,  and  was  soon  makiogmoney.  John  Dawson  lived  with  bis  parents  until  1853,  when,  being  of 
Mf^,  he  oondnded  to  go  fiuther  West  and  try  his  fbrtune ;  so,  in  the  nil  of  1853,  he  eame  to  La  Crwse 
Co..  imrcliased  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  h:i.-^  tu  ide  iarming  his  main  business  up  to  the  present  time; 
be  now  owns  350  acre>,  much  of  wliicb  is  well  improved,  and  has  good  buildings.  In  1863,  be  was  mar- 
ried to  Ohristina  Stumphf,  bom  in  MaijUnd  in  1844.  They  have  fbnr  children— Wesley  6.,  bom  Feb. 
8, 1869;  Lydia  C,  Oct.  31,  1870  ;  Sydoa  J.,  Dec  7,  1878,  and  an  infant,  born  March  2.  1881.  Mr. 
DawsoD  has  been  in  public  office  over  twenty  years,  holdin<?  all  the  various  town  and  school  offices ;  he  is 
at  present  Chairman  ot'  the  Town  Board,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

JO!>iEI*H  FKK\C'H,  farmer,  j^ec.  2:  I'.  ()  La  Crosse;  he  was  born  in  England  in  1821; 
in  1851,  he  c^ime  to  the  I'nited  States  and  to  La  Cms-se;  June  Ki,  1851,  purchased  land  and  commenced 
fiumUDg,  whirl >  l  u-iness  he  has  followed  to  the  present  time.  In  1843,  he  was  married  to  Charlotte 
Rogen,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Rogers,  bom  in  Bngknd  in  1823 ;  they  have  had  ten  childnn, 
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six  of  whom  are  livin;?— Martha,  born  Dec  7,  1844;  George  G.,  May  4.  1849  ;  Charlotte  E..  July  1, 
IS.V.;  Josepi  O..  Xov  .'l,  1855;  Emily  L.,  April  11,  1858;  Robert  R.,  Dec.  28,  1865.  Mr.  F.  now 
owns  380  acres  of  land.  Has  been  TreMurar  of  Sooool  IKatriet  two  yeus ;  ia  a  liberal  in  politiea.  Although 
45  jean  of  in  1865  h«  enliitad  in  Ob.  B,  53d  W.  V.  I.,  and  temuned  io  aemee  until  disoharged  in 
August. 

DAVID  FULLEK,  farmer ;  P.  O.  North  La  Crosse ;  was  born  in  England  io  1824 ;  in 
1826,  b«,  with  bb  pannta,  «anM  to  the  United  States  and  made  his  home  at  Albany,  N.  7.,  for  abont 

twenty-two  years ;  in  IS  tS,  came  to  Wi-^ennsin  and  .stopped  in  Waukc^h.-i  Co.  about  three  years,  after 
which  he  went  to  Michigan  remained  about  two  years;  he  then  returiR'd  to  Wisconsin  and  stopped 
aboot  two  years  in  Waukesha  Co.;  he  lAien  oame,  in  1856,  to  La  Croi^e  Co.,  and  livi-d  ifi  the  city  aoooft 
fonrtaenjean,  after  which  he  boogbt  bis  present  farm  of  40  acrei  in  Sec.  17.  In  1849,  Mr.  P.  was  nuur- 
lisd  to  Nsomi  Watson,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elisabeth  Watson ;  they  have  fenrebfldran — Mary  Ann, 
Oaori:  '  D    A!  iizo  W  and  William  H.    Ho  is  a  Republican. 

K.  FUKD  UAIiSBB,  farmer,  See  16 ;  P.  O.  La  Croeso ;  was  boro  in  Switserland  in  1834  ; 
in  1851,  he  emigrated  to  the  Onicsd  Statea  and  stopped  one  sammer  in  Ohio,  aft«r  whiefa  he  oame  to  La 
Crosf^c  Co.  and  settled  on  his  present  farm.  In  1S58,  was  married  to  Charlotte  Wiese,  bom  in  Prussia  in 
1838 ;  they  have  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living — Charles  E.,  born  June  23,  1859  ;  John 
William,  Feb.  10,  1863;  Emma  C,  F.^b.  2.],  1865;  John  R.,  Feb.  9,  1867  ;  Louisa  W.  C,  .May  16, 
1869;  Sophia  E.  C,  Nov.  16,  1871 ;  John  Frederick,  Sept.  14,  1874;  Theodore  B.,  Aug.  13,  1876; 
George  Ausust,  Auij.  20.  1879.    Mr.  H.  now  owns  165  acres  of  land. 

HENRY  <]}LEASON,  station  agent  at  Winona  Junction ;  P.  ().  La  Crosse  ;  was  born  in 
Ti«ga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  io  184U ;  io  1854,  be  went  to  Lake  Co.,  IlL,  and  in  August,  1862,  be  enlisted  in  Co. 
O,  96tb  III.  y.  L  where  be  ser?ed  anti!  the  dose  of  the  war.  In  January.  1 H66,  Mr.  O.  oame  to  La  Oraase 
Co.,  and  lived  at  Onalasku  until  187.5,  when  he  roiuoved  to  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  station 
agent  at  Winona  Junction  for  about  three  years,  hut  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  C,  M.  &  St.  P.  and 
the  C.  k  N.  W.  K.  R.  Cos.  as  baggage  master,  etc.,  for  about  ten  years.  In  1866,  Mr.  Gleaaon  was  mar- 
ried to  Hellen  A.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Norris  and  Ellen  Fisne,  bora  in  Potsdam,  N.  I.,  Deo.  25, 1849. 
They  have  one  child  -Kmofienc. 

JESiSE  J.  JOHIVSliON,  farmer ,  P.  0.  La  Crosse  ;  wa.s  born  in  Vermont  in  18.30  ;  in  1849,  he 
went  to  Boston,  when  he  served  as  olerk,  in  a  hotel  and  store  until  1853,  when  be  removed  to  Galena,  111., 
wliere  he  agab  clerked  in  a  store  until  1857 ;  he  then  went  to  Lake  City  where  he  entnged  in  mercantile 
business  until  1858,  when  he  went  to  Iowa  City  and  took  charge  of  a  store  until  IStJl  ,  ho  then  returned 
to  Galena,  III.,  and  commeooed  steamboating,  which  buainess  be  followed  for  eight  years ;  in  1868,  he 
quit  river  life  and  eommenosd  fiurming,  whion  bnrinsss  he  baa  sines  followed.  In  1857,  was  marriad  to 
Miirth  i  E.  Hardon,  who  was  born  July  9,  1829;  they  have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living — 
Elsa  Ana,  bom  March  19,  1861  ;  Abba  Ixtuisa,  Feb.  14,  1873.  Owns  117  acres  of  land  in  Sees.  10  and 
15.    Is  a  Republican  and  Granger. 

JOHN  W.  JOHNSON,  farmer;  P.  O.  U  Crosse;  was  born  in  Vermont,  1835;  b  1853, 
he  removed  to  Galena,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  gardening  for  about  six  years,  when  he  removed  to  La 
Crosse  and  followed  the  same  business,  and  also  dealt  in  produce  for  about  six  years,  afler  whiLli  lie  jxave 
his  attention  to  farming  and  dairying,  selling  milk  at  La  Crosse  for  three  years  j  he  is  now  cnga^  in 
hnainff  and  stoeWratsing ;  now  owns  120  acres  of  land  in  Sees.  10  and  15.  In  1864,  he  was  mamed  to 
Addic  Tripp,  daughter  of  H.  A.  aud  Mary  Tripp,  burn  in  Trimbull  Co.,  Ohio,  18  J4.  Their  children  are 
Elsworth  E.  boro  Dec  2,  1866  ;  Grace  M.,  Sept.  29,  1871,  and  one  infant,  Dec.  3(»,  1K80. 

OBOHGB  PHILLIPS,  farmer;  P.  O.  Onahuka;  was  born  in  Trumbull  Co.,  Olii.,  .May  16, 
1850;  now  owns  120  acres  of  finely-improved  land.  His  wife,  Mary  Loo  was  born  in  Vermont  .July  21, 
1865,  and  married  April  6,  1872  ;  they  have  had  four  children — George  W.,  born  Jan.  3,  1873,  died 
Jan.  8,  1873;  George  D.,  born  Julv  15.  1874;  Charles  E.,  Oct.  15,  1875;  Bose  LuUa,  April  9,  1877. 

JOSEPH  BICHHON^,  farmer,  Sec.  18;  P.  O.  Onslsska;  wia  bon  in  Canada  Oct.  22, 
1836 ;  came  to  Wiseoosin  in  1855 ;  worked  on  the  river,  then  to  farming;  now  owns  500  acres  ti  land, 
on  which  hi  h,'i>  made  most  of  the  improvements,  and  has  a  fine  place.  Hi.s  wife,  Delemas  Morin,  was 
bom  in  Canada  Oct.  15,  1840 ;  married  in  1862 ;  children  are  Emma,  Matilda,  Ollivin,  Leo  (deceased), 
George  (deceased  ),  John,  David.   Has  been  Dfareotor  and  Traaaurar ;  uIm  Supervisor. 

THOMAS  RICHHOND,  farmer.  Sec.  12;  P.  O.  North  La  Crosse;  was  bom  in  Scotland  in 
1832  ;  in  1850,  he  was  married  to  Jane  Gray,  born  in  Sooiland  Jan.  12,  1829,  and,  in  IS-W,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  stopped  at  New  Albany,  lad.,  about  twenty  months;  he  then  went  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  worked  at  bis  trade  as  naobiniit  fiv  eleven  yean,  after  whieb  be  oame  to  La  Crosae  Co.  and 
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rented  a  farm  for  three  jears.  He  then,  in  1868,  purchMed  hU  present  farm  of  160  acres,  theiuae 
beini;  land  that  had  never  been  broke,  and  has  since  followed  farming.  Mr.  R.  has  been  Chunnan  of  Uie 
town  of  Campbell  two  temiB,  tod  is  a  Bepoblican  in  jpoiitios.  The  children  living  are  June*,  Henj  L, 
liine,  Willie,  Thomaa  and  Mtry. 

C.  H.  f^CHAFERjIRYKR,  proprietor  of  "Four-Mile  House."  U  rr..-.M  was  bora 
io  Prusiiia  ia  1823;  emigrated  to  tbe  United  States  and  landed  at  New  Orleaoa  in  December,  1851. 
and  at  onee  went  to  St.  Loni*,  where  be  was  employed  in  a  wholesale  drag  store  fbr  ten  years ;  he  tiiee 
went  to  Shack  op*  I-  Minn  .  whtTO  he  !ive<i  about  eighteen  months,  then  to  Red  Win_'.  and  stave<l  m 
months,  after  which  he  came  to  La  Croese  Co.,  and  immediateij  porcbaaed  the  hotel  he  now  kee{« ;  b 
also  owns  372  aeres  of  land.  In  1864,  Mr.  S.  was  married  to  Ann  Seaman ;  bom  in  Prasris  In  1S89; 
thej  have  had  ciL'bt  children,  two  of  whom  are  living — Theresa  and  Anna. 

PRAJKJK  ^iCHALLKKf  farmer;  P.O.  La  Crowe;  wag  bom  near  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Anz. 
16,  1853 ;  at  the  age  of  4  years,  he  came  with  hi<)  parents  to  La  Crosse,  where  they  lived  two  years,  ifter, 
which  they  removed  into  the  town  of  Campbell,  Si  e.  l.'i,  where  he  lived  with  bin  parents  until  April  24. 
1878,  when  be  was  married  to  Lydia  Young,  horn  in  La  CroMse  Co.  in  1855 ;  they  have  two  ebildreo — 
Linie,boni  Mareh  4,  1879,  and  an  infant,  born  Jan.  28,  1881.  Mr.  S.  is  now  serving  Us  third  term  is 
Town  Treasurer.    Is  a  Liberal  in  politics,  and  owns  100  acres  of  land  in  Sec.  12. 

WILLIA9I  (iKELLSl,  farmer,  Sec.  18;  P.  0.  Oiialaiikai  was  born  in  Cambridzeshiie 
England,  AfMril  1,  1827.  Came  to  America  in  1854  ;  worked  by  the  mootb  nnti)  he  came  to  WiscimVia 
in  1857  ;  now  owns  140  acres  of  land,  on  which  be  has  made  nil  of  the  improvemeots.  Enlisted  ia  Co. 
F,  25th  W.  V.  I.,  in  1864;  discharged  1865.  HU  wife,  Kmma  8.  Rust,  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Eutdaad. 
in  1830,  and  married  in  ISSii  :  they  have  four  children — William  E.,  born  March  28,  185*^;  Emnia  .i., 
born  Nov.  6, 1859 ;  Elisa  B.,  bora  Sept.  29,  IS&A ;  Thomas  U..  bora  Sept.  4,  1866.  Has  beeo  Clerk, 
Assessor  and  Jnstioe  of  the  Peaoe. 

JACOB  U'RinAK,  farmer,  Sec.  24  ;  P.  O.  La  Crosse;  was  born  in  Prussia  in  18'i3.  Km 
igrated  to  the  United  States  in  1852,  and  stopped  one  ^esr  io  Brooklyn,  N.  ¥.  Ua  then  went  to  Gr^en- 
Add,  Mass.,  and  slajKsd  time  years,  alW  whion  he  eame  to  Wiseonsin,  living  at  Janesville  six  SMWths, 
after  which,  in  185t).  he  eame  to  La  Croi.se,  and  worked  at  briek-making,  during  which  time,  in  lS»,>fl. 
he  was  married  to  Fhilapena  King,  born  in  (ferminy  in  1841;  in  1865,  Mr.  Weimer  quit  the  brick 
business,  and  rented  160  acres  of  his  present  farm  for  three  yearn,  after  which  be  purchased  the  same,  and 
now  owns  240  acres.  The  chiMrcn  are  Caroline.  John  and  Valentine  i  twins «,  Barbara,  Looisa  and  Jsesb. 
Mr.  Weimer  is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  a  Democrat. 


TOWN  OF  BARRE. 

HUtiH  U€NilAN,  farmer,  Sec.  26;  P.  0.  Barre  Mills;  was  born  in  Irehwd  in  1818;  enignted 
to  the  United  States  in  1843,  and  stopped  in  the  State  of  New  York  two  years,  after  whioh  he  went  te 

Walworth  Oo.,  Wis.,  at  which  place,  in  1H49,  ho  wa.<4  married  to  Jane,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
Muphj,  ham  in  Ireland  March  29, 1830.  In  1851,  Mr.  Hogan  entered  240  acres  of  land  in  what  it 
now  Known  as  Bostwiek  Valley,  the  same  being  the  first  land  entered  in  the  town  of  Barre,  and  the  IbNsv- 

ing  year  he  moved  his  family  on  «aid  land,  on  which  they  have  lived  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Holmo 
now  owns  2U0  acres,  which  is  one  of  the  beat  farms  in  the  valley,  being  well  improved  and  having  ^)oi 
hnildings.  Mr.  H.  has  been  a  member  of  the  Sehool  Board  of  bis  distriet,  and  is  a  Lilwa]  in  politics. 
The  children  now  livini:  are  William,  .James,  Mary  Jane,  Sarah  E.,  John  M.,  Ellen  M.  and  Rt>bert  H. 

ERAiliTlIS  HOWE  was  bom  June  22, 1829,  in  the  town  of  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  V 
When  4  years  old.  his  mother  died,  and  when  he  was  8  years  old,  his  father  married  again.  He  Uvsd 
with  his  father  until  he  wa.s  22  ycnTr>  oid,  then  started  in  the  world  for  himself.  Wus  married  to  Maiy 
Jane  Burton  Oct.  12.  1851  ;  then  wurk(!d  for  her  father  the  first  winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852boB^l 
■J'l  acres  if  timber  land,  and  cnt  away  the  ljru-<h.  His  wife,  then  his  only  helper,  burnt  the  brush,  and  ia 
a  few  days  tiiey  h;id  :i  spot  rearly  to  build  a  big  shanty  in  the  hemlock  timber  ;  cleared  2  acre^  the  firrt 
year.  In  the  fall  built  a  comfortable  house,  with  four  rooms,  and  hattlcd  on  with  the  old  hemlocks.  On 
Feb.  27,  1854,  welcomed  their  first  addition  t«  the  family.  When  hearing  so  much  of  the  Weeieri 
jnniries,  they  conclnded  to  sell  their  land,  and,  with  $230,  started,  April  17, 1855,  and  landed  in  La  Cnsr 
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on  the  27th  of  April,  and  had  8140  left;  lost  their  trunk,  and  waa  obliged  to  use  some  of  the  money  to 
buy  sutue  goods  before  they  left  town.  Then  started  for  La  Croase  Valley ;  in  the  town  of  Barre,  found  a 
piece  of  land  and  bought  it.  It  had  a  shanty,  10x12,  and  it  was  covered  with  basswood  bark,  and  when  it 
nined,  the  atreAma  were  larger  indoora  tbao  out.  Id  this  they  lived  till  fall ;  their  furniture  was  a  couple  of 
benohea  made  of  riabe,  and  their  first  table  was  a  stable  door,  anomany  a  d  ay  it  was  aurroundeci  with  new  fnenda 
ttMt  the  will]  LMtiHj.  for  they  hail  a  jilenty  of  that,  and  they  all  seemed  to  enjuy  their  n«^w  hDiiu'.  They 
had  only  a  few  neighbors,  and  they  were  of  the  beat.  Bull  snakes  were  the  only  vihitors  they  did  not  like. 
Sept.  13,  1855,  the  oldeat  daughter  was  bom,  and  a  terrible  rain  set  in,  and  day  aft^r  day  there  was  not  a  dry 
place  in  the  shanty  to  lay  down,  and  all  that  could  hp  done  was  to  sit  up  and  catch  the  wat<  r  in  <lisht'.s. 
Mr.  Howeaaya :  "This  is  what  I  oalltHl  bard  times.  I  hud  not  one  dime  to  fix  the  sbanty ;  I  could  not  get 
more  than  one  day's  work  in  a  week,  and  then  go  four  or  five  milea  to  get  that."  That  same  fall,  he  cut 
timber  of  his  own,  and  built  a  good  log  shanty,  and  made  shakci^.  and  covered  it,  and  then  added  more 
furniture,  and,  as  Mr.  Uuwe  says:  After  we  had  settled  io  our  new  shanty,  we  telt  richer  than  to  day  in 
a  brick  howe,  and  plenty  of  Ibmituro  and  all  the  comforts  of  life.  We  eonid  see  now  and  then  three  or 
fi)ur  deer  at  a  time  cro^  from  one  piece  of  timber  t«  the  other;  wolves  were  plenty;  if  we  had  fresh  meat 
they  knew  it,  and  would  get  up  a  great  howl,  but  a  couple  of  rifle-shots  would  give  us  peace  for  awhile." 
At  (hia  time  be  had  no  team,  bat  he  used  his  neighbor,  Martin  Allen's.  After  struggling  along  with  no 
team,  no  tools,  and  paying  12  per  cent  on  borrowed  money,  he  obtained  a  loan  of  Robert  Smith,  and 
bought  an  ox  team.  He  then  took  80  acres  of  land  about  four  miles  from  his  home  to  work  on  shares  ; 
then  paid  Mr.  Smiih,  and  commenced  work  on  his  own  land.  He  hewed  out  timber,  built  a  bam,  hog- 
pen and  oom  crib,  and  then  built  a  good  house.  Lived  six  yean  on  this  farm,  then  I  bought  38  aerea  in 
Bottwiek  Valley,  and  moved  there.  Rented  his  old  farm  two  year-i,  sold  it,  and  bought  80  aeres  of  Innd 
and  40  acres  of  timber.  a<lji)ining  the  38.  Here  they  lived  eleven  years,  then  moved  to  West  Suleui ,  WOnt 
in  partaersbip  with  liobert  Kand  for  one  year,  making  bricks;  then  went  to  Sparta,  and  bought  20  acres, 
and  a  briek«y«rd  on  it;  earried  on  the  briek  biuinen  fi>r  seven  yearn,  and  in  tnis  time  pnrebaMd  a  good 
brick  house  and  lot  in  the  <;ity  of  Spuria  ;  then  purchased  3n  acres  in  the  limits  of  the  city,  also  another 
7d  acres,  and  has^  acres  in  the  city  of  La  Croase,  bought  in  the  fall  of  ISSO ;  moved  back  on  the  farm 
in  Bostwiek  Yslky,  where  b«  now  lives. 

L.4RS  KSriJDSEX,  farmer.  Sec.  28;  P.  0.  Burre  Mills  :  born  in  Norway  in  1R21  ;  in  1852,  he 
came  to  the  L'nit<^d  States  with  bis  wife  and  one  child, stopping  one  year  with  bis  relatives  iu  Dane  Co.,  Wis., 
after  which  he  came  to  I..a  Crosse  County  and  settled  on  his  present  hrm  of  150  sens.    He  was  married 

10  1850  to  Isabel  Anderson;  they  have  li;id  ten  ehildrr-n,  -ix  of  whom  are  still  living — Carolina,  Knud, 
John,  Lena,  Kmma  and  l.sahcl.  His  son  John  is  a  promising  yuuug  man,  born  in  1857,  and  is  helping  carry 
00  the  farm     Mr  K  and  s<in  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  Democrats  in  politics. 

AUGUST  .HILI.FiR.  farmer,  Sec.  28;  P.  0.  Barre  Mills,  was  born  in  Germany  in  184fi; 
when  1  year  old,  his  pan'Ots,  John  and  Juliana  Miller,  came  to  the  United  Stiites  and  settled  near  Mil- 
waukee, where  tin  y  lived  about  six  years,  after  which  thoy  OWOBS  to  La  Crosse  County  and  settled  in  Barre. 
Mr.  Miller  lived  with  bis  parents  until  1871,  when  he  was  married  to  Helen  Hambacher,  bom  in  Ger- 
many, 1849,  and  removed  on  his  present  farm  of  100  acres.  The  children  are — Johnnie,  bom  Sept.  18, 
1874 ;  Louisa,  bom  Nov.  20,  1876  ;  Ida.  born  Oct.  13,  1878.  Mr.  Miller  has  held  various  public  offiofri ; 
is  at  present  Assessor  of  the  town  of  Barre,  and  Treasurer  of  the  **  Shelby  Farmer  Mutoal  Insurance 
Company."   b  8  member  of  tbe  Lnthefan  Church,  and  is  Deacon  of  the  same. 

OO^RAD  mi.LER,  farmer,  Sec.  27  ;  P.  O.  Barre  Mills;  was  born  in  Germany  in  1830.  In 
1854,  be  was  married  to  Dora  Seadenbauch,  and,  io  1864,  he,  with  hia  wife  and  three  children,  emigrated 
to  tbe  United  Stales,  and  eame  dirsot  to  Ls  Orasae  Cbnnty,  where  be  pnrebsaed  land  and  oommeneed 
farminL'  Tn  ISTH.  Mr  Miller  purchased  bis  present  farm  of  16<>  acres,  but  he  ovrns  land  in  different 
parts  of  tbe  town,  making  his  total  real  estate  451  acres.  The  children  are  Mary,  born  Feb.  5,  1855} 
Deitrieb,  bom  Nov.  88, 1857 ;  Sophia,  bom  Sept  14, 1859;  Willie,  born  May  SO,  1872.  Mr.  Millar  is 
a  Republican  Uinolitics.  and  a  member  of  the  l.,utheran  Cliureh. 

D.  F.  HILIiKR,  farmer,  Sec.  21  ;  P.  O.  Barre  Mills;  was  born  in  Germany  in  1853.  When 

11  years  of  age,  he  came  to  th**  United  States  with  his  parents,  and  eame  direct  to  La  Crosse  County  and 
settled  in  Bnstwick  Valley.  In  1878,  Mr.  Miller  purchased  his  present  farm  of  116  acres,  and  worked 
the  same  to  tbe  present  time.  In  1880,  April  17,  he  was  married  to  Sophia  R.  Nottleman,  born  Sept.  20, 
1 854 ;  thvf  bars  one  flhOd— LneUa,  bora  Feb.  16, 1881.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Libsral  in  politics,  and  a  Frss 
Thinker. 

JOHIV  niLLEB;  P-  0.  Barre  Mills ;  was  bora  in  Geimacy  in  181G.  In  1842,  he  was  mar- 
ried  lo  Jaliaaa  Sojdsr;  bom  in  Oarmany  Jan.  15, 1834.   In  1842,  Mr.  M.  and  Ihmilj.eondstlngof  wife 
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«nd  one  child,  emi<;rated  to  the  United  States  and  Hottled  uear  Milwaukee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  f;inDio^' 
for  about  six  years ;  he  then  came  to  La  Croese  Co.,  and  purolMMd  160  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Bute, 
OD  which  place  be  is  still  living,  bat  hsj  since  purcbised  40  acres  more.  Mrs.  Miller  died  Feb.  12,  1876. 
Their  children  are  Agust,  born  June  6,  1846 ;  Mary,  July  1,  1849  ;  Louis  A.,  April  19,  1852 ;  ifinaie. 
Nov.  27,  1854  ;  John,  Dec.  1 ,  1856 ;  Louisa,  Sept.  3,  1859.  Is  a  member  of  the  Latheran  Church,  aod  a 
Democrat.  Louis  A.  Miller  was  bora  near  Milwaukee,  has  alwmjs  lived  with  his  parents.  la  1876,  he  p«> 
chased  his  Ihther's  farm,  and,  in  1878,  was  married  to  Margaret  Sprain,  daughtat  of  Fred  aad  Donths 
Sprain,  born  Jat)  7  1 '^.'>7  ;  tlicy  have  ODS  chOd— JoHana,  bora  Fob.  18, 1879.  Mr.  M.  is  a  naabcr  of 
the  Lutheran  Cburcb,jind  a  Democrat. 

FBITK  NIJTTIillllAlflV,  farmer;  P.  O.  Barre  Mills;  was  bora  in  German j,  ManhS, 
1820.  On  M;iy  1"^.")],  li,"  wiis  nmrrii  d  tn  Mary  Sandman,  horn  in  Germany  Nov.  26,l  j^2'^  .  emimtc<l 
to  the  United  States  the  »auic  year,  and  lauded  at  Milwaukee  June  21),  1851 ;  having  $300  iu  gold,  be  par- 
diaied  50  head  of  sheep,  I  yoke  of  cattle,  and  4  eows ;  ho  then  workod  a  ftrm  of  120  aores  on  shsns  tot 
two  years  ;  after  whidi,  un  the  2'lth  of  Septi'tuber.  1S.')3,  he  started  "  nut  West,'  as  it  wa.-<  then  called,  tod 
anived  in  La  CrtMitk!  Co.,Oet.  7,  and  purchased  8(J  acres  in  Bjstwick  Valley,  aad  wa^i  stxm  makin;;  monej. 
Ho  now  owns  280  acres,  of  which  200  are  under  cultivation,  the  remainder  is  in  timber  and  pasture.  The 
children  are  Sophia  l.orii  S.  pt  I'O,  1R.')4  ;  Dora,  Sept.  30,  185(5  ;  Mnry,  .\yvz.  19,  1858  ;  Rachacl,  April 
6,  I8»)0,  and  Fred,  who  was  burn  near  .Milwaukee  Sept.  22,  1852,  anil  w:is  married  Sept.  3, 1873,  to  Sophia 
.Miller,  daughter  of  Fred  and  .Mary  .Miller:  their  children  are  Fred,  burn  F.  h.  7,  1874;  Adolf,  Blay  M, 
1875,  .\rfher,  Dec.  IC  1876;  Luella,  born  Au^.  17.  1 87'*.  and  died  IXc.  15.  188U. 

JIAI'KICK  KOBERTS,  farmer,  Sec.  I'J  .  I'.  0.  Barre  Mills  ;  wa.s  born  in  La  Croese  Co.,  in 
1801  ;  at  the  age  of  14,  hi.s  father  died,  afler  which,  bo  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather,  KTor  Roberti. 
Iu  1880»  £ver  Roberts  died,  leaving  the  estate,  coniaiDiog  120  acres,  to  his  grandson,  Maurice.  In  1880, 
Mr.  R.  was  married  to  Sophia  Bremer,  bom  in  Qermany  in  1862.  Politics,  liepublican  ,  religion,  Meth* 
odist. 

B.  T.  BOBfiiKTS,  farmer,  8eo.  19 ;  P.  0.  Barre  Mills  i  was  born  in  Wales  in  1836  ;  emipated 
with  hb  parents  to  the  UnltiM  States  in  IKil,  and  liTsd  near  INwtage  City,  Wis.,  one  year  after  wlSA 

he  came  to  lia  Cro.s.-i«'  d  .,  und  settled  in  the  town  of  Barre.  At  the  age  of  21,  .Mr.  II.  went  to  Minne*:*!! 
and  lived  near  Mankato,  where,  in  1858,  he  was  married  to  Maimret  Edwards,  daughter  of  Hugh  uJ 
EHiaboth  Edwards,  bom  In  the  State  of  New  York  in  1843.  fn  1^3,  ho  removed  to  Bam,  LftCkome  Ca; 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  120  acres,  but  has  .nincc  purchased  more  land  so  that  his  total  real  estate  M>w 
amounts  to  360  acres.  Mr.  Roberts  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  for  5  yeirs.  Is  a  membtf  uf 
the  Presbytorian  Chareh,  of  which  church  he  was  elected  Deacon  at  the  age  of  27  ;  he  was  also  udo  of  tbr- 
founders  of  the  church  in  Barre.  In  politics,  Mr.  R.  is  a  Republican.  The  children  living  are  EiizjUtli 
horn  May  .'J,  185!);  Mariraret,  Nov.  12,  1863:  Anna,  Aug.  4,  1865;  Hugh,  March  24,  1870.  Euiius 
June  5.  1874  ;  Edwanl.  March  4.  1879. 

WILLIAn  RI^IWCkK,  merchant.  Barre  Mill.H  ;  was  born  in  Germanj  in  1840;  in  December. 
1863;  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  caiue  direet  tu  La  Crosse  Co.,  and  worked  ou  a  farm  for  four 
jears,  when  bo  wont  into  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother  at  La  Crosse,  which  business  they  carried 
OD  for  fbor  years :  Ibey  then  dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr.  R.  removed  to  Barre  Mills  built  the  store  aad 
honse  he  now  occupies,  and  has  since  carried  on  a  grocery  business.  In  1808,  he  was  married  to  Cstfcar 
rine  Batz  born  in  Germany  in  1844  ;  they  have  had  eight  children,  three  of  whon  are  Uvinil^Ua,  bofa 
May  31,  1875  ;  Arthur,  Dec.  18,  1878;  Amanda,  Nov.  22,  1880. 

CHARLES  e.  SHAFT,  farmer  and  stock  buyer;  bora  in  Boebaaior,  N.  T., Oct  31, 183S; 
son  of  William  K.  Shaft,  a  native  of  Madison  Co..  N.  Y.  Charles  E.  came  to  Sheboygan  in  184". 
thence  to  Walworth  Co.,  and  with  his  tSither  engaged  in  the  milling  buainesa ;  afterward  foUowed  the  laksi 
Ibr  sareral  years.  He  waa  married  to  maibeth  Owens ;  she  was  bora  In  Walea  in  1843;  th^  baYO  fw 
children  -Alice,  William,  Emery  and  Myrta,  lo.sf  two  children  He  has  been  variously  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, milling,  eto. ;  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1861 ;  his  father  uame  to  La  Croese  at  the  same  time,  where  kit 
OMthor  dM ;  bis  fiitber  rotnraed  to  Walworth  Oo^  wbore  bo  died.  Nr.  Shaft  baa  abovt  130  aenaer 
land;  has  been 'enga<;ed  fur  many  years  in  stock  haying. 

FREDRICK  SPRAIN,  farmer.  Sec.  22 ;  P.  O.  Barre  Mills ;  one  of  the  mo^t  promiDcui 
moo  of  the  town  of  Barre  ;  was  born  in  Germany  in  1825  ;  in  1845,  he,  in  company  with  bis  brother 
Henry,  came  to  the  I'nited  States,  and  settled  at  Milwaukee,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm  about  ci::bt 
yesrs.  In  1851,  he  married  Dorothea  Miller,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Elisabeth  Miller;  bom  in  German; 
in  1832  ;  in  1853,  be  moved  bis  tUmily  with  an  OS  toan  to  Iia  Croese  Co.,  where  he  purchased  80  acrtaff 
land  on  Sec  23, 90  which  plaoe  he  Uvod  abont  aevantoen  yean,  during  which  time  be  pudiaaod  mmt 
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land  ;  in  1870,  he  moved  ou  his  present  farm,  which  is  in  Scc8.  22  and  27,  where  he  has  built  a  fine  brick 
house  and  good  barDii.  Mr.  S.  now  ownu  60(i  acres  of  lund.  FTc  han  been  .Supervisor  several  ternm.  Is  s 
Republican  in  polUios,  and  a  mombdr  of  th«  XiiUiieran  Chorah ;  (heir  ohildren  are  Margaret,  Sue,  Oeoige 
and  Dora.   

WILLIE  STANLEY,  farmer ;  P.  0.  Barre  Mills  ,  was  bom  in  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1853 ; 
at  the  age  of  12,  he  oame  with  his  parents  to  Onalaaka,  La  Croaae  Co.,  where  he  lived  about  eeveo  jean; 
the  remainder  of  bis  life  was  spent  id  difTerent  parts  of  La  Croaae  Gk>.;  in  July,  1880,  he  married  Rosa- 

hv]  McIIwritli,  il;iut.'litiT  of  Thomiia  Mcllwrith,  whi)  was  born  in  .\yrshire,  Scotland  ;  wht  n  10  years  of 
age,  he  emigrated  tu  the  United  States,  laoding  at  McGregor,  lova,  July  2,  1856,  where  be  stayed  until 
vlllter,  when  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tean. ;  in  the  following  spring,  Mr.  McLlwritb  came  north  aod  rafled 
logs  on  the  Mississippi  River  durinf;  the  aummcr ;  the  remainder  of  his  life,  up  to  the  present,  with  few 
eiceptions,  has  been  spttni  in  La  Crosse  Co. ;  in  the  spring  of  1861,  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  con- 
eistang  ni  so  aorae  located  in  Sees.  20  and  2'J  ;  also  40  acres  in  Sec.  10,  town  of  Greenfield,  but  he  liaa- 
Mnee  aokl  ^0  aorai  of  tht  latter.  Mr.  Mullwrith  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  served  two 
yean  as  Snpervison  of  the  town  of  Barre,  three  years  as  School  Clerk,  and  is  at  present  servine  his  fifth 
year  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  lie  wa^  married,  in  ISGl.  to  Mary  Adaline  Carl,  daughter  of  leMO  and 
Tina  Carl ;  their  children  are  A,nnie,  Kosabel,  Martha,  Jessie,  Daisy  and  Marjr. 

JOHM  H.  WHITB  (deoeaaed),  was  bom  is  the  Stete  of  Now  York  ia  1810 ;  when  2  years 
of  age,  his  parents  died,  and  he  was  then  adopte<l  into  the  family  of  his  uncle  where  he  learned  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade;  at  tlic  age  of  21,  he  went  to  Montreal,  where  he  engaged  in  the  roanufactun-  of  vvagutis  for 
a  term  of  years,  when  his  shop  was  burned  ;  lie  then  tenoved  to  Matilda,  now  Iroquois.  Canada,  ami  fol- 
lowed the  same  business,  at  which  place  in  18-^8,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Service,  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  Service,  born  in  Canada  in  1828  ;  in  185;^,  they  came  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  and  were  among 
the  early  .">e(tlers  of  Boj-twick  Valley,  whin'  Mi.  White  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  good  neighbor  and  au 
honest  man ;  a  painful  illocse  of  the  bean  of  three  years'  duration,  eoiminated  in  his  death  Jan.  3,  188U. 
He  left  a  with  and  five  children — Jennie  (nee  Mieham),  bom  Hareh  3, 1851 ;  Alice  A.,  Jane  24, 1853 ; 
Emma,  .'Jopf.  6.  1855  ;  Elgin  G.,  .Mareh  ?,.  1<^5S,  and  Charles  P.,  July  15,  [HiVl.  Mr.  White  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  Kepublicau  in  politics.  Mrs.  Wliile  now  lives  on  the  estate  of  8U 
aeres,  Sees^  20  lind  21 ;  P.  0.  Barf*  Mills. 


TOWN  OF  SHELBY. 

BLIAKIl^  B.4RLOW,  farmer.  Sec.  16;  P.  O.  La  Cra-vse;  wius  born  in  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.. 
in  1813;  came  to  La  Crosse  in  1851,  where  he  engaged  in  teaming  for  one  year,  after  whidi  bc  sMlled 
<on  his  present  farm  of  80  acres,  he  also  owns  40  acres  on  Sec.  21.  In  1836,  Mr.  Barlow  was  married  to 
Mary  Baker,  born  in  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1813;  they  have  had  eight  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
Kving — Lydia  A.  and  Miltt*n  E.  Mr.  Barlow  is  one  of  the  old  Henry  Clay  Whigs,  and  h(  lp<'d  to  organ- 
tie  the  Republican  party  in  Wisconsin,  to  which  party  he  strictly  adheres.    In  1861,  be  eniistt-d  in  Co. 

2d  W.  V.  C,  and  served  one  year  as  wagon*maater  of  tlie  regiment,  afler  whieh  be  was  honorably  die* 
ohai^ed  on  account  of  sickness. 

JACOB  BRCKEL)  proprietor  of  Grecntield  House,  Shelby;  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1819;  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1840,  and  stopped  five  years  in  Ohio,  he  then  came  to  La 
Croeseand  remained  about  six  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  stayed  until  1856,  when  he  came 
back  to  La  Crosse  and  settled  where  he  now  lives ;  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  the  entire 
time  ;  he  also  owns  120  acres  of  land.  Id  1863,  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Shelby,  and  still  retains  the 
position,  b^ng  one  of  the  oldest  Foetmalewi  in  the  United  States.  He  has  also  held  various  town  and 
jehool  ofieee,  and  is  a  Deuocnt  in  nollties.  In  1846,  he  was  married  to  Eliiabeth  Fhink ;  they  have 
had  twelve  children,  those  living  are  Mary,  Christina.  Elizabeth,  Louisa,  Louis,  Emma,  Ana  and  Lena. 

PKTEK  KIENHOLZ,  Jr.,  farmer,  Sees.  18  and  19;  P.  0.  La  Crosse ;  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  in  1840,' emigrated  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1856,  and  came  direct  to  La 
Cr'jsse  County,  where  his  father  purchased  a  fine  farm.  He  lived  with  Ins  parents  until  1861,  when  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Haas,  bora  in  Prussia  in  1843,  and  soon  took  cliarge  of  his  father's  farm,  and  is 
.still  working  the  same.  Has  held  various  town  and  school  ofioaa,  and  is  at  present  Town  Clerk,  which 
office  he  has  held  since  1865.   He  is  also  one  of  the  men  who  ovguitied  the  "Shelby  Farmers'  Mutual " 
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Insuranco  Co.  and  i>  at  present  Director  of  the  town  of  Shelby  and  Scorotary  of  the  company.  The 
chndren  ari'  .!( li'i  1*  .  >I  I.iiui-.a  M..  Willie.    Liberal  in  politira. 

CHARLES  LIKHR,  farmer,  Sec,  19;  R  O.  La  Crosse;"  tli.  sul.jeet  of  this  sketcli.  one  of 
the  moft  prominent  nici)  of  Slielby,  was  born  in  Prussia  in  IS.'ir);  erniu'r  i!! d  with  his  parenta  to  thy 
United  States  in  1848.  and  camedtreot  to  WLseonsin,  living  in  Jefferson  Co,  one  year,  tbeo  at  P(.  Win 
neba<^o  (now  Portage  City)  five  ymn,  after  which,  in  1853,  when  they  purchased  Govcranient  land  aod 
oommenced  farniin;r.  IMr.  Linse  lived  with  bis  paronts  until  1864,  when  he  was  iqarried  to  Julia  Tauichc, 
b(»rn  in  An  m  m  in  !  S42 ;  they  liave  .six  children— >Charies,  William.  Valentine,  Joseph.  Julia  and  IdA. 
Mrs.  Lioae  died  io  Judo,  1879.  Id  1868,  Mr.  LioM  pnrcbased  bU  present  farm  of  20U  acrea,  but  h» 
alio  oihn  otbor  land,  makinf?  hia  real  ntate  280  acrea,  aboat  150  of  whicb  is  waII  inproTed,  and  baa  fine 
buildinj;^ ;  he  is  considered  tlie  best  firmer  in  t'le  county,  and  i.s  at  present  turning'  his  attention  to  dairy- 
ing, baring  thirty  fine  cowa.  He  baa  been  in  public  office  since  21  jean  of  a^e,  and  is  at  preaent  Chair- 
man  of  tbe  Town  Bnard ;  he  is  also  one  of  the  organiiera  of  the  **  Shelby  Faitaen*  Mntval  IiMitruea 
Companj,"  of  whi  )i  1,   has  been  President  during  the  entire  time  since  it^  cri^aniiation  in  1875. 

FBANR  HADEB,  farmer,  Sec.  22;  P.  0.  La  Croaae;  was  born  in  Oermanj  in  1842  i  en- 
i«!nited  to  America  in  1853,  and  eame  direct  to  La  Crosee,  where,  in  1876,  he  was  married  to  Rosa 
Gauttert,  born  in  'J(Tiii  iiiy  ifi  I^ll.'.  In  1S7S,  purcliased  his  present  fijrm  of  160  acre.*.  The  children 
are  Frank  H.  and  Jo.Hcpli.  Hia  father,  David  Mader  i  decea.'tod),  was  born  in  Germany  in  1798,  Was 
married  to  Mary  Schalk  in  1837.  Emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1853;  purchased  land  and  seitM 
in  \jix  (Voswc  Co,,  where  he  worked  at  farming  until  hi.s  death,  March  1,  ISRO  ;  heUfta  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren— .^Iartin,  Frank,  Theodore,  Domunick  and  Carolire.    Mrs,  Mader  if*  living  with  her  son  Theodore 

JOHRT  JM AKKLRf  fiu-nier,  Sec.  19;  P.  O.  L  >  Cro»<.se  ,  wa.s  born  in  Indiana  in  1851  ;  while 
yet  an  infant  his  parents  came  to  La  Crosse;  at  the  age  of  17  he  left  home  and  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  about  six  yeur^.  when  he  was  married  tu  Sarah  Latimer  born  in  Canada  in 
1852,  and  hoon  after  lamed  bis  attention  to  farming,  taking  the  charge  of  hia  father's  farm  of  160  aena, 
and  is  still  workinj;  the  same.  Mr.  Markle  bas  held  some  town  offioea,  and  is  at  present  ConataUe;  ia 
politics  he  is  a  Liberal. 

ALBKUT  MARSH ALIi,  f-rraer,  Si«».  21  and  22;  P.  O.  La  Crosse;  was  bom  in  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1823.   In  1846,  he  was  married  to  Jane  Sbuttieton,  bom  in  the  Sute  of  New  York  April 
1823 ;  in  1854,  he  moved  with  his  family  to  TllinoiB  and  stayed  one  year,  after  whieh  he  came  to  1m  CroMe 

and  dealt  in  real  tate  three  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Lewis  Valley,  town  of  Hanii!i<  D.  and 
lived  on  the  same  six  years ;  he  then  returned  to  La  Crosse  where  he  lived  two  years  when  be  purcfaieed 
hia  present  farm  of  160  acres.    Mr.  M.  has  been  Snperviaor  of  the  town  of  Hamiltooi,  bat  aever  wu 

anxious  to  hold  publie  .  ffici  ;  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  The  children  living  are  Addie  D.  (  nfe  Field 
bom  Oct.  ;J.  1849  i  Georye  A.,  Oct.  31,  1850  ;  Emma  J.,  Aug.  4,  1852  ;  Mary  K.Oct.  18,  1859  j  A» 
D.,  June  20.  1861. 

FKAKK  MKTX,  keeper  of  City  Poor  House,  La  Crosse  ;  Wius  born  in  Germany  in  1823 ;  em- 
ij;ratod  lo  the  United  States  in  1847,  and  stopped  two  years  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  after  which  be  cam* 
to  Wiseon.sin,  living  three  years  in  Milwaukee,  then  one  year  at  Racine,  then  eighteen  noBtbs  at  Janes- 
vitte,  after  whieh,  in  IS.'i  l,  he  eame  to  La  Crosse,  where  he  worked  at  his  tmde,  a  tailor,  most  of  the  time 
for  eighteen  years.  In  1873,  he  took  charge  of  the  City  I'oor  House,  whieh  is  located  on  Sec.  15,  town  of 
Shdby.  Mr.  M.,  in  1850,  wa-s  married  to  Christena  Ret/.,  born  in  Germany  in  1830 ;  tbey  have  hadcigbt 
ohildren,  four  of  wham  are  !ivin_' — Aurelia,  Frank,  John  and  Louis.    Mr.  Mctx  is  a  Democrat. 

L.OlJl$4  PAnnKL,  farmer,  Sec.  10;  P.O.  Li  Crosse;  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1823;  em- 
igrated  to  the  United  Statee  in  1854,  and  came  direet  to  Wisconsin,  stopping  one  year  at  Milwaukee,  after 
wbiob  he  oame  to  La  Crone  and  engaged  in  keeping  meat  market  until  1865,  when  be  moved  on  kii 
present  fitrm,  200  acres  of  wbiob  be  had  previously  purchased.  Hia  ftrm  now  ecmtiina  480  tens.  !• 
1856,  he  wa.s  married  to  Sophia  Freise,  born  in  Hanover,  QemMBJ,  in  1835.*  Thej  Imvo  siz  flUUlca 
— Louis,  Matilda,  Gustavo,  Herman,  Dora  and  Emma. 

JOHIV  (SGHILD,  Jr.,  farmer,  See.  24;  P.O.  La  Oroflse;  was  bom  in  SwitKriand  is 
I'^l'):  emigrated  with  hi,s  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1856,  and  canif  direct  to  La  Cros.se  Countj. 
where  he  lived  with  his  parents. until  1867,  when  be  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Schwab,  b<»ra  io  Prussia  is 
1844.  The  ehiidren  are  Roaena.  Henry,  Minnie,  Loaisa,  Albert  and  Bmma.  Mr.  Sebild  is  now  fivisg 
in  a  fit)''  brick  house,  which  he  built  in  1870.  Tn  politics  he  is  a  RepuMican  ;  a  member  of  the  Gertnie 
Reformed  Church;  and  has  held  nearly  all  of  the  various  town  offices  during  the  past  ten  year?,  Hi< 
father,  John  Schild,  Sr.,  was  bora  in  SwItierlMid  June  12,  1814,  and  was  married  to  Barbara  ¥^lt^ 
May  22, 1838 ;  emigrated  to  America  io  1856,  and  purofaased  his  pNNOt  farm  of  200  acres,  oo  U 
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tOVD  of  Shelby,  and  \a  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  ;  a  Republican  in  politic:i.  The 
ohildren  arc  Barbara  and  John. 

JOHN  ZOPFI,  farmer,  Sec.  2:5:  1'  ()^  L:i  Crosse;  was  born  in  Switzt-rland  in  18'28.  Tii 
1855,  he  was  married  t^u  Elizabeth  LaulLuld,  burn  in  Switzerland  in  and  soon  after  emigrated 

to  tlie  United  States,  arriving  at  Jefiersnnville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  AprU,  1858,  wh«K  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Sole  Leather  Manufiotorj  of  E.  A.  Clark  &  Co.  for  sixteen  years,  working  nights  eleven 
years  of  the  time.  In  1867,  he  concluded  he  would  try  the  Western  country,  and  accordingly  came  to  La 
CitMse  Co.,  parchasing  90  acres  of  his  present  farm,  which  contains  221  acres,  about  140  of  which  i.s  well 
inqpraved,  havii^  a  fine  two-ato^  boasa  and  good  baro.  Mr.  Z.  is  a  Democrat  ia  polices,  and  baa  been 
Town  Treasurer  two  terms,  but  is  not  a  man  who  is  fond  of  pablie  offioe.  The  ehiMren  are  Peter,  bom 
Dec.  9,  1856;  John  A.,  Dec  0.  1857;  William  J.,  July  21,  1859;  Albert  H.,  .\pril  7,  1866  ;  George 
R.,  May  23,  1873;  Elisabeth,  Aug.,  12,  1852;  Emma,  Aug.  25, 1861;  Mioate,  March  17. 1864;  Ida 
M.,  Maj  7,  1868. 


TOWN  OP  QRKKNPIKLD. 

BET.  TH.  BEAN,  Pastor  of  8t.  Joseph  Church,  St  Joseph;  was  born  in  Switwrland 

in  1840,  and,  in  1853,  with  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  Statas  and  settled  at  Sheboygan,  Wis. 
In  1857,  he  entered  the  seminary  of  St.  Franei*'  at  Milwaukee,  and  viis  ordained  as  priest  on  the  2d  day 
ofFebruary,  l<S*ir>,  and  8oun  weDt  to  Richland  Cuunty,  and  resided  at  what  is  now  KeysvUle,  having 
charge  of  fifti'.  n  diffi  ri'nt  mission.s,  seven  nf  which  were  in  Richland  County,  five  in  Sauk  County,  one  in 
Crawford,  and  one  in  Juneau,  for  six  years,  when  the  missions  were  divided  so  that  he  had  charge  of  seren 
missions  fur  about  Kcven  years,  af^er  which,  in  1878,  heramoved  to  Buffalo  County,  and  resided  at  Wau- 
mandee,  where  he  took  charge  of  St.  Bonifice  for  two  years,  when  he  came  to  La  Crosse  Coontj  and  took 
charge  of  St.  Joseph  Church,  and  one  mission  in  the  town  of  Washington. 

WECKIBY  BOHCHEBT,  farmer,  Sec.  22;  P.  0.  Sigel;  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in 
1887.  Id  1832,  with  his  parents,  emlgmied  to  the  United  States li^inS  <^  Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  ten  yenn, 
after  which,  in  1842,  they  came  to  WnooBsin,  living  in  Racine  uoanty  vntil  1855,  wkn  1m  came  to  La 
Cm-se  County,  and  immediately  o)mmencetl  fariiiiii_'  un  land  hud  pn-viouslv  purohasod  on  which  he 
lived  aoiil  1861,  when  be  sold  the  same  and  purchased  bia  preeeot  farm  of  24U  acres,  about  125  of  which 
he  bas  improved,  built  a  fine  bam,  and  one  of  the  best  fann-honses  in  tho  eonnty.  In  1857,  he  was 
married  to  ,\na  Tauscho,  born  in  Austria  in  Thny  have  three  children — ^ Joseph,  born  Jan.  9, 

1858;  Helen,  born  Sept.  16,  185U;  Andrew,  born  April  15,1861.  Mr.  Boschert  is  a  member  of  the 
GstboHc  Church,  and  a  Democrat  in  poHties. 

W.4eTIX  HKSN,  farmer.  Sec.  13;  P.  U.  St.  .Tnseph  ;  was  born  in  Germany  in  1S33  ;  emi- 
grated to  the  United  Staie.s  in  1854.  stopping  six  month.s  in  New  York,  after  which,  he  went  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  fanning  for  three  years,  when  he  came  to  I.ia  Crosse  and  worked  at  brick- 
making  for  three  years,  durinu'  wliich  time  he  located  part  of  lit'*  present  farm,  which  eoulaio.H  240  aercH. 
In  185!),  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Menzenburger,  born  in  (jermany  in  18iU),  and  soon  moved  on  bis 
farm.  They  have  had  eleven  children,  <'iglit  of  whom  are  liring — Christina,  Earnest,  Mary,  Kmnm, 
Louisa,  George,  Philip  and  Margaret.  Mr.  Hess  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  Town  Treasurer  three 
terms.  Assessor,  one  term,  and  Chairman  one  term.    Religion,  Catholic. 

F.  KBEIBICH,  farmer,  Sees.  24  and  25;  P.  O.  St.  Joseph;  was  burn  in  Bohemia,  Austria, 
iu  1824.  lo  1846,  be  was  married  to  Francis  Plumentritt,  born  io  Bohemia,  Austria,  in  1824,  and,  in 
1861,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  came  direct  to  La  Croase  County,  purchasing  his  present  farm 
of  180  acre.«,  on  which  he  ha.s  built  a  fine  two-story  house.  His  politics  are  Republican,  and  his  religion 
Catholio.  The  children  are  Frank,  born  Feb.  6,  1847;  Pauline,  bom  June  22,  1853;  Joseph,  born 
Bfnmh  25, 1855;  Theresa,  bora  March  32,1857;  yinoent,bora  Not.  29,  1859;  Edward,  born  Not. 
14,  1860. 

H.  H.  JtcKOWIV,  miller,  Section  20;  P.  0.  Crosse;  was  boro  in  Ureenfield,  La  Crmw 
Oo.,  nnd  Uf«d  with  his  parents  until  the  (all  of  1878,  when  be  was  married  to  Oatrie  Benham,  b<mi  in 

1860;  they  have  one  child — Morton,  burn  in  December,  1879.  In  January,  1880,  Mr,  M.  and  his 
brother  Charles  leased  the  Center  Valley  Mill,  and  are  now  runoiog  the  same  under  the  firm  name  of 
M.  H.  &  C.  8.  McKowo.  The  mill  bas  four  ran  of  stone,  which  enable!  them  to  do  much  mon  than 
custom  worlc.   In  politios  h«  is  a  BepaUieao. 
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WIIjLIAM  NICOLAI,  farmer,  Section  20;  P.  <  >.  Sis^el ;  WM  >in  in  Germany,  in  18S3; 

emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1841',  and  stopped  in  Now  York  :ib<iut  two  year^i,  vrlieu  he  went  to  New 
JerBcy  nno  year,  after  which  he  n;turncd  to  New  York,  and  stayed  one  year.  He  thod  went  to  lllinoLv 
and  stayed  about  two  years,  after  which,  in  August,  1852,  he  came  to  La  Crosse,  and  is  thOTeAtv  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  the  county.  Id  the  spring  of  1853,  he  moved  on  his  present  farm,  40  acres  of  whic^ 
he  had  previously  purchased ;  but  he  now  owns  280  acres.  In  1853,  he  was  married  to  LonUa  Horst- 
chaffer,  born  in  Germany  in  1833;  they  have  had  eight  ehildren,  four  of  whom  are  living — Otio.  bora 
Maj  3, 1856  i  Loaia,  bom  Feb.  3,  1858  i  G«o(ge  W.,  born  Jane  15,  1861 ;  Adolf,  bora  Dec.  t>,  1867. 
Mr.  N.  ba«  beld  town  offioea  teveral  tenni,  and  ii  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  ii  a  asember  ef 
die  Bvaof^ical  Church,  and  a  Democrat. 

PETER  OLSOM  (Saghogun;.  farmer,  Sectioo  25 ;  P.  O.  Coon  Valle;,  Veroon  Co. ;  w«bon 
in  Norway,  in  184U  ,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  hia  parents  In  1849,  andoamedireBeioWiiiennm, 
living  in  Dane  Co.  one  year;  tlien  in  .Tiffcrsnn  (^o  five  years;  after  which,  in  l!^f».5,  they  cam.'  to  Li 
Crosse  Co.,  purohased  land,  and  commenced  farming.  Mr.  OlaoD  lived  with  his  parenta,  helping  till  the 
ami,  ete.  In  1866,  he  was  married  lo  Inffebtir  Stenersen,  born  in  Norway  in  1842.  In  1863,  he  perduaeil 
hi.s  father's  farm  of  160  acre*  ^nt  he  now  owns  !{00  aero-;,  itid  lias  L'otnl  buildings.  He  has  been  Super- 
visor .si'ven  terms  ;  is  a  Kepublican,  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  children  are  Chriitiaa, 
bom  .luly  II,  I86G  ;  John,  born  Dec.  22,  1867 ;  Emma,  bom  Feb.  10.  1870;  Henry,  hen  Dec.  8.  1873. 

K  iYMOXD  T.irSCHE,  farmer,  Section  2!>;  P.  O.  Sigel  ;  wa.<;  born  in  Austria,  in  m6; 
emigrated  with  hi.'^  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1850,  and  came  direct  to  La  Crosse  Co.,  where  he 
lived  with  hia  par*ntf<  until  ]8ii*l,  when  he  was  married  to  Christina  Beokel,  daughter  of  Jacob  aod 
Kliznbeth  Beckol.  liorn  in  Ohio,  in  I  ''' IS  ;  and  soon  arter  he  was  married  he  purcha.'ie<l  hi:'  pre.«^nt  farm  of 
lt)0  aere.'^.  Mr.  T.  has  held  various  public  offices,  und  is  at  present  serviog  his  fifth  term  as  Cbairmao  of 
the  tow n  if  G reenield ;  18  Postmaster  at  Bigel,  and  a  BepuUieMi.  The  dtikben  are  Louisa.  Ana,  liflie. 
Edward  and  Julia. 


PASSENGERS  BOUND  FOR 


CALIFORNIA.  COLORADO.  NEBRASKA.' 


Should,  If  th«7  would  eonault  tholr  lnt«i<«*t,  buy  thotv  ttokota  -vi*  tho 

Chicago  &  North  -Western  Railway 

This  is  the  XjE.^lDIiTa-  ^^TZL.-^^^^  of  the 

W^ST  A.JSri)  JSfOMTHWJSST. 


TUi  toporiut  «7tl«B  «r  lalHwy  Ubm  Ii  om  of  th*  lArftat  OnrpoialioiM  te  lh«  WeiU,  omfair  M>d  tpwatiiig, 

3,390  MILES  OF*  RO^r>. 


Hi  Ubm  mii  ttim  Ohioifo  In  w  mmj  dIneUwM  tlut  tt  iti 

iTct  We*  to  the  pMMngrr  of  the  [Mrt  of  i 


Ohioago,  Oottooil  Bloffii  &  Oalifomia  Liaa> 
OhioBgo.  Bioiuc  (ftty  4  Tuktoii  Um. 
Ohicago,  Clinton,  Dnbnqae  &  I*  QiMM  IdlMt 
Obioago,  Freeport  &  Dabuqae  LfaMi 


fti  UnMbf  cMtaln  ipeette  hmdci,  wMeh  will  aa^ 

T1i«»4>  I,ia»!i,  ntmi1><<ring  nlii«,  iire  iw  followa: 

OMcagOi  La  Orosse  k  Wiaona  Line. 
Ohioago,  IDmiewta  h  DakoMi  Una. 

Ohicago,  St  Paul  k  HinDeapolis  Line. 
OUoa^,  Milwaokee  k  Lake  Superior  Line 


Tbnm  LinMPimblK  tbe *'C8IOaQO  A  ■OnB^'WBnBX*'  to ihA itU  prlMi|Ml  patMamlh*  WOT,  BOftt'lllWr,Mrf,«liiMgh  n» 

cooDMstiooi,  tha  FAR  WEi^T.  • 

It  offrra  STWjr  bd'lty      Quick,  Safe  and  C  mif  >rt«ble  TratKit  to  tliv  trevflxr  who  aelrctJ  this  a*  )iU  riiut<>. 

It  (tandaNnM  tono  road  In  th«  Wait,  ari>l  •  il.  rii  indiicemonu  and  ail«anta4(«s  that  ar«  not  and  cannut  be  offered  bj  any  of  iti  comixliton. 
It*  awMWtMDt  MhipM  •f«nr  InuicDtaiBVBt  known  lu  tke  modern  HkUwur  Sntrat,  and  i«d«t«raila«d  that  tb«  OHICAGO  tt  MOBTIi* 
kILWAT  tMU  nnMa  Ih*  UMDnra  Mtny  «r  llM  GU&T  Win^ 


Mdd 


"CHICAGO  &  NORTH-WESTERN  RY." 

AU  TMnt  Acwkta  wtll  baglad  to  Mil  tlwm  via  fhto  LUm. 


REMEMBER  !-PULLMAN  HOTEL  CARS  ";i/;rTT^rl?.^-,eri;;;^^^^^^ 

<C-  XORTII-n  r.SI  I  liy  HAILWAY.  BKAB  in  SIIND.  n      th.  r  rMii.l  [■iil!maii  lli.t.-l  (  ,r-.    r   ,!,)•  form  of  HoMi  Oan^ 

TIIKill'liH  l«-t».-rii  thU*i{.i  and  tho  Mi«.>uri  Kuri-r.   Thin  U  tli.- i.tily  Lt..- ih.ii       TH  Kol'iill  KATINOiWUs    f  „ny  pK>rt. 

NO  TRANSFER  at  ST.  PAUL  TiatlUi  CHICAGO  &  NORTH- WESTERN  RY. 

Hmttgfn  procuring  tickeU  to Iilllalati«yon<1  KT.  TAl'I.  »hoiil4 OM OBBAT  CABI  iBMltet  llMrniiiVIWtlw 

ObktoaflfO  4b  North- Weaiteru  Rail -way* 


AiiiJ  not  oTsr  a  rout*  hariiiK  a  SIMILAR  JTAME,  a«  this  t« 


'THE  ONLY  ROUTE  YOU  CAN  TAKE  TO  AVOID  A  CHANGE  OF  DEPOT  AT  ST.  PAUL' 


mW  TORK  OrnCR-No.  413  Broadwv 
BUCTOH  OffFIOK— No.  6  State  Sirrgl. 

mi.WAOKM0.ITr  TICKIT  OFriCB-102 WlManain  flimt. 
ST.  PAOL  TICKBT  omCE-Tor.  Third  and  Jackaon  Streets. 

MrNNEAroMS  TICKBT  OFKICKS-i:!  Nicollet  Ho>i«.,  Hnd  fit. 
Paul  A  Pairlfli-  Df  |K>t. 

CHICAGO  TICKFTT  OVFlCTS—r.i  rUrk  Streot,  undpr  Sherman 
BoiH«;  IS  Canal Slr«-«t ;  KItizie Street  Ui-pot,  corner  W«t  Kintio 
•nd  Canal  etraeU;  Weil.  Street  Defwt,  comer  Walla  Md  Xin- 


OOI  N.  II,  HI.rFKS  Tl'  KKT  nKFICES— Cornrr  Broadway  and 
I'lurl  .Stin't.  I  i.i  ui  I'ftriflc  I>epot;  and  Chlcagu  A  Ji'onli- 
Miwtfrn  K.iil"  i>  I'l-pot 

OMAHA  TICKKI  UFFiCES— Cnion  PBdfle  Depot, and  UMl^ 
■am  Street,  corner  IMa. 

SAN  rBASiCLSOO  OFFICB-S  Ke«r  UootcoiMqr  ttmt 

LONDON,  INOLAND,  OPnCBS-44»  Stnnd,  aad  S  AMalte 
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